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** The fidelity, the veracity, and the probity of Josephus, are universally allowed : ^ud 
Scaligcr in particular declares, that not only in the affairs of the Jews, but even of foreign 
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and accurato knowledge of all the transactions which he relates; that he had no prejudices 
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is supposed to bear testimony to Christ, to be genuine, it does not appear that he ever 
became a convert to his religion, but continued probably a zealous Jew to thr end of his 
life.”— Fide Bishop Porteus's Lectures, VoL II, p 234. 
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THE 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


$ 1. The family from which I am derived is 
not ai| ignoble one, but hath descended all 
along from the priests ; and as nobility among 
several people is of a different origin, so with 
us to be of the sacerdotal dignity, is an indi- 
cation of the splendour of a family. Now, I 
am not only sprung from a sacerdotal family < 
in general, but from the first of the twenty- 
four * courses ; and as among us there is not 
only a considerable difference between one 
family of each course and another, 1 am of 
the chief family of that first course also ; nay, 
farther, hy my mother I am of the royal blood ; 
for the children of Asamoneus, from whom 
that family was derived, had both tiic office 
of the high priesthood, and the dignity of a 
king, for a long time together. I will accord- 
ingly set down my progenitors in order. My 
grandfather^s father was named Simon, with 
the addition of Psellus : he lived at the same 
time with that son of Simon the high priest, 
who first of all the high priests was named 
Hyreanus. This Simon Psellus had nine 
sons, one of whom was Matthias, called £ph. 
lias: he married the daughter of Jonathan 
the high priest ; which Jonathan was the first 
of the sons of Asamoneus, wlio was high 
priest, and was the brother of Simon the high 
priest also. This Matthias had a son called 


« We may hence coirect the error of the Latin copy 
of the ■eoaoid book Aeainit Apion, sect 8 (for the 
Greek is there lost), which says, there were then only 
four tribes or courses of the priests, instead of twenty- 
fousi Mflr is this testimony to be diareffarded. as if 
Josoj^ftts there contradicted what he had atnrmed here; 
beemiM even the account there given better agrees to 
twenty-four than to four courses, while he says that each 
of those courses contained above 5000 men, which, mul- 
*tip1ied by only four, will make not more than SO.OO ' 
priests; whereas the number IW,OQO» as multitUiea by 
:r4, seems much tiie most protable. they being about 
one tench of tlic whole people, even after the captivity. 
See Rsra ii. 36--39; Nehem. viL I Ecd. v. 

14, 95} with Kara II. 84 ; Nehem. vil, 66} i Esd. v. 41. 
Nor will this common reading or noiion of but four 
rounes of priests, agree with Josephus's own fUrthir a»> 
sertion eisewliert (Antlq. b. vli. cfc, siiv. saet. 7b that 
David's partiUon or the pri«sti(,^nto twenty-four oouraes, 
had oownitfd to that day. 


Matthias Curtus, and that in the first year of 
the government of Hyreanus : his son’s name 
was Joseph, born in the ninth year of the 
reign of Alexandra : his son Matthias was 
born in the tenth year of the reign of Arche- 
laus ; as was I born to Matthias in the first 
year of the reign of Caius Cssar. 1 have 
three sons; Hyreanus, the eldest, was born 
in the fourth year of the reign of Vespasian, 
as was Justus born in the seventh, and 
Agrippa in the ninth. Thus have I set down 
the genealogy of my family as I have found 
it described f in the public records, and so 
bid adieu to those who calumniate me [as of 
a lower original]. 

2. Now, my father Matthias w'as not only 
eminent on account of bis nobility, but had a 
higher commendation on account of his right- 
eousness ; and was in great reputation m Je- 
rusalem, the greatest city we have. 1 was 
myself brought up with my brother, whose 
name was Mattliias, for he was my own bro- 
ther, by iMfth father and mother ; and I made 
mighty proficiency in the improvements of my 
learning, and appeared to have both a great 
memory and understanding. Moreover, when 
1 was a child, and about fourteen years of 
age, I was commended by all for the love I 
had to learning ; on which account the high 
priests and principal men of the city came 
then frequently to me together, in order to 
know my opinion about the accurate under- 
standing of points of the law ; and when I 
wi^ about sixteen years old, I had a mind to 
make trial of the several sects that were among 
us. These sects are three The first is that 
of the Pharisees, the second that of the Sad- 
ducees, and the third that of the Essens, as 
we have frequently told you ; for 1 thought 
that by this means 1 might choose the best, if 
1 were once acquainted with them all ; su I 

t An eminent example of the care of the Jews about 
thar genealogies, cspeciaUy as to the priestji. See ^gaiiutt 
Aplon, b. i. sm. 7* 
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contented myself with hard fare, and under- 
went great difficulties, and went through them 
all. Nor did I content myself with these 
trials only ; but when I was informed that 
one, whose name was Banus, lived in the 
desert, and used no other clothing than grew 
upon trees, and had no other food than what 
grew of ite own accord, and bathed himself 
in cold water frequently, both by night and 
by day, in order to preserve his chastity, 1 
imitated him in those things, and continued 
with him three years.* when I had ac- 
complished my desires, I returned back to the 
city, being now nineteen years old, and began 
to conduct myself according to the rules of the 
sect of the Phai-isees, w'hich is of kin to the 
sect of the Stoics, as the Greeks call them. 

3. But M'hcn I was in the twenty-sixth 
year of my age, it happened that I took a 
voyage to Home ; and this on the occasion 
which I shall now describe. At the time 
when Felix was procurator of Judea, there 
were certain priests of my acquaintance, and 
very excellent persons they were, whom on a 
small and trifling occasion he had put into 
bonds, and sent to Rome to plead their cause 
before Cajsar. These 1 was desirous to pro- 
cure deliverance for ; and that especially be- 
cause 1 was infonned that they were not un- 
mindful of piety towards God, even under 
their afflictions; but supported themselves 
with flgs and nuts.f Accordingly 1 came to 
Rome, though it were through a great num- 
ber of hazards, by sea ; for, as our ship was 
drow ned in the Adriatic Sea, we that were in 
it, being about six hundred in number, | swam 
for our lives all the night ; when, upon the 
first appearance of the day, and upon our sight 
of a ship ot (pyrene, 1 and some others, eighty 
in all, by God's providence, prevented the 
rest, and were taken up into the other ship : 
and when 1 had thus escaped, and w'as come 
to Dicearchia, which the Italians call Putcoli, 


• When Josephus here says, that from sixteen to 
nineteen, or for three years, he made trial of the three 
Jewish sects, the Pharisees, the Sadducocfs, and the 
Effiens, and yet says presently, in all our copies, that he 
staid besides with one particular ascetic, called Sawis, 
»urvt with hintt and this still before he was nineteen, 
there is littie room left for his trial Of the three other 
secta. I suppose, therefore, that for a-in-ft with Mm, 
the old reading might be with them ; which 

is a very small emendation, and takes away the diffi- 
culty bnore us. Nor is Dr Hudson’s conjecture hinted 
at by Mr. Hall in his preface to the Doctor's edition of 
Joseiihus at ail Improbable, that this Bonus, by this his 
description, might well ne a follower John the Bap- 
tist, and that irom him Josephus might easily imbibe 
such notions, as afterwards' prep.ired him to have a fa- 
vourable opinion of Jesus Christ himself, who was at- 
tested to by John the Bentist. 

f We may note here, that religious men among the 
Jews, or at least those that were priesMt, were sometimes 
ascetics also, and, like Daniel and his companions in 
Bat^loii (Dan. i. ate no flesh, but^^s and ntds, 

\e. only- This was . the or austere dkt 

of the C'hristiaii ascetics in Passion-Week. Coustitut. 

^ 18 . 

1 UliM been thought the number of Paul and his 
comiiilfoiis o>. ship-ix^urd (Acts xxvii. SHi, which are 
tt6 to <ms* opies, are lob many ; whereas we find here, 
chat .iMiephus his eomjienions, a very few years 
th«,jp^ . were ebowt 


1 became acquainted with Aliturius, an actor 
of plays, and much beloved by Nero, but a 
Jew by birth ; and through his interest became 
known to Foppea, Cssar's w ife ; and took 
care, as soon as possible, to entreat her to 
procure that the priests might be set at liber- 
ty ; and when, besides, this favour, I had ob- 
tained many presents from Poppea, 1 return- 
ed home again. 

4. And now I perceived innovations were 
already begun, and tliat tlierc were a great 
man/ very much elevated, in hopes of a re- 
volt from tlie Romans. I therefore endea- 
voured to put a stop to these tumultuous per- 
sons, and persuaded them to change their 
minds ; and laid before their eyes against 
whom it was that they were going to fight, 
and told them that they were inferior to the 
Romans not only in martial skill, but also in 
good fortune ; and desired them not rashly, 
and after the most foolish manner, to bring 
on the dangers of the most terrible mischiefs 
upon their country, upon their families, and 
upon themselves. And this I said with vehe- 
ment exhortatioh, because I foresaw tliat the 
end of such a war w'ould be most unfortunate 
to us. But 1 could not persuade them ; for 
the madness of desperate men was quite toe 
hard fur me. 

5. I W'as then afraid, lest, by inculcating 
these things so often, 1 should incur theii 
hati'ed and their suspicions, as if 1 were of 
our enemies' party, and should run ento the 
danger of being seized by them and slain, 
since they were already possessed of Antonia, 
which was the citadel ; so I retired into tli« 
inner court of the temple ; yet did I go out 
of the temple again, after Alaiiahein and the 
principal of the band of robbers were put to 
death, when I abode among the high priests 
and the chief of the Pharisees; but no small 
fear seized upon us when we saw the people 
in arms, while we ourselves knew not whai 
we should do, and were not able to restrain 
the seditious. Uow'ever, as the danger was 
directly upon us, we pretended that we were 
of the same opinion with them ; but only ad- 
vised them to be quiet for the present, and to 
let the enemy go away, still hoping tliat 
Gessius [Florus] would not be long ere he 
came, and that with great forces, and so put 
an end to these seditious proceedings, 

6. But, upon his coining and fighting, he 
was beaten, and a great many of that 
were with him fell ; and this disgracew^uch 
Gessius [with Cestiusj received, became nie 
calamity of our whole nation ; for those that^ 
were fond of the w^r were so far elevated with* 
thissuccess, that they had hopes of finally con- 
quering the Romans. Of w'hich war another 
occasion was ministered ; which was tliis 
Those that dwelt in the neighbouring cities of 
Syria seized upon such Jews as dwelt among 
them, with their wives and childfen, and slew 
them, when they had not the least occarioii of 
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complaint against them ; for tliey did neither 
attempt any innovation or revolt from the 
Homans, nor had they given any marks of 
hatred or treacherous designs towards the Sy- 
rians : but what was done by the inhabitants 
of Scythopolis was the most impious and most 
highly criminal of all;* for when the Jews, their 
enemies, came upon them from without, they 
forced the Jews that were among them to bear 
arms against their own country men, which it 
is unlawful for us to do ; -f* and wnen, by their 
assistance, they had joined battle with those 
who attacked them, and had beaten them, af- 
ter that victory they forgot the assurances they 
bad given these their fellow-citizens and con- 
federates, and slew them all ; beiii>; in number 
many ten thousands [13,000], The like mis- 
eries were undergone by those Jews tliat were 
the inhabitants of Damascus ; but we have 
given a more accurate account of these things 
in the books of the Jewish war. I only men- 
tion them now, because I would demonstrate 
to my readers that the Jews’ war with thi 
Uoinaiis was not voluntary, but that, for the 
main, they were forced by necessity to enter 
into it. 

7. So when Gessius had been beaten, as 
we have said already, the principal men of 
JerusalcMu, seeing that the robbers and inno- 
vators had arms in great plenty, and fearing lest 
they, while they were unprovided with arms, 
should be in subjection to their enemies, which 
also came to be the case afterward,— •and, be- 
ing informed that all Galilee had not yet re- 
volted from the Homans, but that some part 
of it was still quiet, they sent me and two 
others of the priests, who were men of excel- 
lent characters, Joazar and Judas, in order to 
persuade the ill men there to lay down their 
arms, and to teacli them this lesson, — That it 
were better to have those arms reserved for 
the most courageous men that the nation had 
[than to be kept there] ; for that it had been 
resolved, That those our best men should al- 
ways have their arms ready against futurity ; 
but still so, that they should wait to sec wdial 
the Homans would do, 

8. When 1 had therefore received these in- 
structions, I came into Galilee, and found the 
people of Sepphoris in no small agony aboul 
their country, f)y reason that the G iiileans haii 
resolved to plunder it, on account of the friend- 
ship they had with the Homans ; and becaust; 
they had given their right hand, and made t 
league ^ith Cestius Gallus, the president o. 
Syjali: but I delivered them all out of the 
fo.ir they were injuand pei'suaded the multi- 
tude to deal kindly witli them, and permitted 

* See Jewish War, b. ii. ch. xvlli. sect. 5. 

t 'I’he Jews might c«>llectthi#unlawfiihiOi» of flshttng 
against their brethren from that law of Moses (Levir. 
xYx. 16), I'hou sh lit not stand against the blood of thy 
neighbour^' and that (ver. 17h ** Thou shall not avenge, 
nor bear any grudge, ngaiust the children of lliy people ; 
but thou amut love thy neighbour as thyself ;* as well 
as from HMUiy otlper places in the Pentateuch and Pro 
Pheta. 8 m Wq. b. viii. ch. viiU sect 3. 


hern to send to those that were their own hos> 
ages with Gessius to Dora, which is a city of 
Phoenicia, as often as they pleased ; though I 
sdll found the inhabitants of Til>crias ready to 
take arms, and that on the occasion follow* 
ing:— 

9. There were three factions in this city. 
The first was composed of men of worth and 
gravity ; of these Julius Capellus was the head. 
Now he, as well as all his companions, Herod 
the son of Miarus, and Herod the son of Ga- 
malus, and Compsus the son of Compsus (for 
as to Compsus’s brother Crispiis, who had once 
been governor of the city under the great king * 
[Agrippa], he was beyond Jordan in his own 
possessions) ; all these persons before named 
gave their advice, that the city should then 
continue in their allegiance to the Homans 
and to the king ; but Pistus, who was guided 
by his son Justus, did not acquiesce in that 
resolution, otherwise he was himself naturally 
of a good and virtuous character : but the se- 
cond faction was composed of the most igno- 
ble persons, and was determined for war. But 
as for Justus, the son of Pistus, who was the 
head of the third faction, although he pre- 
tended to be doubtful about going to war, yet 
was he really desirous of innovation, as sup- 
posing that he should gain power to himself 
by the change of aifairs. He therefore came 
into the midst of them, and endeavoured to 
infonn the multitude that “ the city Tiberias 
had ever l>een a city of Galilee; and that in 
the days of Herod the telrarch, who had built 
it, it had obtained the princi]>al place ; and that 
le had ordered tiiat the city Sepphoris should 
be subordinate to the city Tiberias : that they 
had not lost this pre-eminence even under 
Agrippa the father ; but had retained it until 
Felix was procurator of Judea; but he told 
them, ihat now they had been so unfortunate 
us to be made a present by Neio to Agrippa, 
junior ; and that, upon Sepphoris’s submission 
of itself to the Homans, that was become the 
capital city of Galilee, and that the royal trea- 
sury and the archives were now removed from 
them.” When he had spoken these tilings, 
and a great many more against king Agrippa, in 
order to provoke the people to a revolt, he 
added, That “ this was the time for them to 
take arms, and join with the Galileans as 
their confederates (whom they might com- 
mand, and who would now willingly assist 
them, out of the hatred they bare to tlie peo- 
ple of Sepplioris ; because they preserved their 
fidelity to the Homans), and to gather a great 
number of forces, in order to punish them.” 
And, as he said this, he exhorted the multi- 
tude [to go to war] ; for his abilities lay in 
making harangues to the people, and in being 
too hard sn his speeches for such as opposed 
him, though they advised whai was more to 

• That this Herod Agrippa, the father, wan of oW 
called a Oretti as here, appears by his coins stiu 

rematuing ; to which Haveroamp refers us. 
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their advantage, and this by his craftiness an^ • wbo at this time was procurator of the king- 
bis fallacies, for he was not unskilful in the ; dom, which the king and his sister had in* 
learning of the Greeks ; and in dependence ' trusted him withal, while they were gone to 
on that skill it was that he undertook to write Berytus with an intention of meeting Gessius. 
a history of these affairs, as aiming, by this When Varus had received these letters of Phi- 
way of haranguing, to disguise the truth ; but lip, and had learned that he was preserved, he 
as to this man, and how ill were his character was very uneasy at it, as supposing that he 
and conduct of life, and how he and his bro- should appear useless to the king and his sla- 
ther were, in great measure, the authors of ter, now Philip was come. He therefore pro- 
our destruction, I shall give the reader an ac- duced the carrier of the letters before the 
count in the progress of my narration. So multitude, and accused him of forging the 
when Justus had, by his persuasions, prevail- same; and said, that he spake falsely when he 
ed with the citizens of Tiberias to take arms, related that Philip was at Jerusalem, fighting 
nay, and had forced a great many so to do among the Jews against the Romans. So he 
against their wills, he went out, and set the slew him. And when this freedman of Phi- 
villages that belonged to Gadara and Hippos lip did not return again, Philip was doubtful 
on hre ; which villages were situated on the what should be the occasion of his stay, and 
borders of Tiberias, and of the region of Scy- sent a second messenger with letters, that he 
thopolis. might, upon his return, inform him what had 

10. And this was the state Tiberias was befallen the other that had been sent before, 

now in ; but as for Gischala, its affairs were and why he tarried so long. Varus accused 
thus : — When John, the son of Levi, saw this messenger also, when he came, of telling 
some of the citizens much elevated upon their a falsehood, and slew him ; for he was pufied 
revolt from the Romans, he laboured to re • up by the Syrians that were at Ca^area, and 
strain them ; and entreated them that they had great expectations ; for they said that 
would keep their allegiance to them; but he Agrippa would be slain bv the Romans for the 
could not* gain his purpose, although he did crimes which the Jews had committed, and 
his endeavours to the utmost ; for the neigh- that he should himself take the government, 
bouring people of Gadara, Gabara, and So- as derived from their kings ; for Varus was, 
gana, with the Tyrians, got together a great by the confession of all, of the royal family, 
army, and fell upon Gischala, and took Gis-jas being a descendant of Sohemus, who had 
chala by force, and set it on fire; and when 'enjoyed a tetrarehy about Libanus; for which 
they had entirely demolished it, they returned reason it was that he was puffed up, and kept 
home. Upon which John was so enraged, ! tlie letters to himself. He contrived also that 
that he armed all his men, and joined battle j tJie king should not meet with those writings, 
with the people forementioned ; and rebuilt ■ by guarding all the passes, lest any one should 
Gischala after a manner better than before, escape, and inform the king what had beer 
and fortified it with walls for its future secu- done. He moreover slew many of the Jews, 
rity. in order to gratify the Syrians of Cesarea. He 

11. But Gamala persevered in its allegi- had a mind also to join with the Trachonites 
ance to the Romans for the reason following : in Batanea, and to take up arms and make an 
—Philip, the son of Jacimus, who was their assault upon the Babylonian Jews that were 
governor under king Agrippa, had been un- at Ecbatana ; for that was the name they went 
expectedly preserved when the royal palace at by. He therefore called to him twelve of the 
Jerusalem had been besieged ; but, as he fled Jews of Caesarea, of the best character, and 
away, had fallen into another danger ; and ordered them to go to Ecbatana, and inform 
that w'as, of being killed by Manahem, and their countrymen who dwelt there. That Varus 
the robbers that were witli him ; but certain hath beard that ** you intend to march against 
Babylonians, who were of his kindred, and the king ; but, not believing that report, he 
were then in Jerusalem, hindered the robbers hatli sent us.to persuade you to lay down your 
from executing their design. So Pliilip staid arms ; and that this compliance will be a sign 
tliere four days, and fled away on the fifth, that he did well not to give credit to those that 
having disguised himself with fictitious hair, raised the report concerning' you.*’ He also 
that he might not be discovered ; and when enjoined them to send seventy of their prin- 
he was come to one of tlie villages to him he- cjpal men to make a defence for them as to 
longing, but one tliat was situated at the bor- the accusation laid against them. So whan 
ders of the citadel of Gamala, he sent to some the twelve messengers came to their country- 
of those that were under him, and command, men at Ecbatana, and found that they had no 
ed them to come to him ; but God himself designs of innovation at all, they persuaded 
hindered that his intention, and this for hU them to send the seventy men also; who, not 
own advantage also ; for had it not so hap- at all suspecting what would come, sent them 
pened, lie had cuotirly perished ; for a fever accordingly. So these seventy went down 
having seized upon him immediately, he wrote to Caesarea, together with the twelve ambas- 
to Agrip(>a and Bernice, and gave them to sadors; where Varus met them with the king’s 
one of ids freedmen to carry them to Varus forces, and slew tliem all together with th<' 
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[twelve] ambassadors, and made an eapedi. 
tion against the Jews of Ecbatana. But one 
there was of tlie seventy who escaped, and 
made haste to inform the Jews of their com- 
ing ; upon which they took their arms, with 
iheir wives and children, and retired to the 
citadel at Gamala, leaving their own villages 
full of all sorts of good things, and having 
many ten thousands of cattle therein. When 
Philip was informed of these things, he also 
came to the citadel of Gamala ; and when he 
was come, the multitude cried aloud, and de- 
sired him to resume the government, and to 
make an expedition against Varus and the 
Syrians of Caesarea ; for it was reported that 
they had slain the king. But Philip restrain- 
ed their zeal, and put them in mind of the 
benefits the king had bestowed upon them ; 
and told them how powerful the Romans 
were, and said it was not for their advantage 
to make war with them ; and at length he 
prevailed with them. But now', when the king 
was acquainted with Varus's design, which was 
to cut oil' the Jews of Caesarea, being many 
ten thousands, with their wives and children, 
and all in one day, he called to him Equiculus 
Modius, and sent him to be Varus’s siicces- 
sor, as we have elsewhere related. But still 
Philip kept possession of the citadel of Ga- 
mala, and of the country adjoining to it, which 
thereby continued in their allegiance to the 
Romans. 

1i*. Now', as soon as I w'as come into Ga- 
lilee, and had learned this state of things by 
the information of such as told me of them, 
1 wrote to the sanhedrim at Jerusalem about 
them, and required their direction what 1 
should do. Their direction was, that I should 
continue there, and that, if my fellow-legates 
were willing, I should join with them in the 
care of Galilee. But those my fellow. legates, 
havii'ig gotten great riches from those tithes 
whici) as priests were their dues, and were 
given to them, determined to return to their 
ow n country. Yet when I desired them to 
slay so long, that we might first settle the 
public affairs, they complied with me. So I 
removed, together with them, from the city of 
Sepphoris, and came to a certain village called 
Bethmaus, four furlongs distant from Tibe- 
rias ; and thence 1 sent messengers to the se- 
nate of Tiberias, and desired that the prin- 
cipal men of the city would come to me : and 
when tliey were come, Justus himself being 
also witfl them, 1 told them that 1 was sent to 
them by the people of Jerusalem as a legate, 
together with these other priests, in order to 
persuade them to demolish that house which 
Herod the tetrarch had built there, and which 
had the figures of living creatures in it, al- 
though our laws have forbidden us to make 
any such figures*, and 1 desired that they 
M'ould give us leave so to do immediately. 
But for a good while Capellus and the prin- 
'^ipal men belonging to the city would not. 


give us leave, but were at length entirely over- 
come by 118 , and were induced to bo of our 
opinion, 1^ Jesus the son of Sapphias, one 
of those whom we have already mentioned as 
the leader of a seditious tumult of mariners 
and poor people, prevented us, and took with 
him certain Galileans, and set the entire pa- 
lace on fire, and thought he should get a great 
deal of money thereby, because he saw some 
of the roofs gilt with gold. They also plun- 
dered a great deal of the furniture, which was 
done without our approbation ; for, after w 
had discoursed with Capellus and the priiici 
pal men of the city, we departed from Beth- 
maus, and went into the Upper Galilee. But 
Jesus and his party slew all the Greeks that 
were inhabitants of Tiberias, and as many 
others as were their enemies before the war 
began. 

13. When I understood this state of things, 

I was greatly provoked, and went down to 
Tiberias, and took all the care 1 could of the 
royal furniture, to recover all that could be 
recovered from such as had plundered it. They 
consisted of candlesticks made of Corinthian 
brass, and of royal tables, and of a great 
quantity of uncoined silver ; and 1 resolved to 
preserve whatsoever came to my hand for the 
king. So 1 sent for ten of the principal men 
of the senate, and for Capellus the son o^ 
Antyllus, and committed the furniture to 
them, with this charge, That they should part 
with it to nobody else but to myself. From 
Ihence 1 and my fellow-legates went to Gis- 
chala, to John, as desirous to know his inten- 
tions, and soon saw that he was for innova- 
tions, and had a mind to the principality, foi 
he desired me to give him authority to carry 
off’ that corn which belonged to Caesar, and 
lay in the villages of Upper Galilee ; and he 
' pretended that he would expend what it came 
j to in building the walls of liis own city. But 
when I perceived what he endeavoured at, and 
what he had in his mind, 1 said 1 would not 
permit him so to do ; for that I thought either 
to keep it for the Romans or for myself, now 
1 was entrusted with the public affairs there 
by the people of Jerusalem : but, when he was 
not able to prevail with me, he betook himself 
to my fellow-legates ; for they had no sagacity 
in providing for futurity, and were very ready 
to take bribes: so he corrupted them with 
money to decree. That all that corn which was 
within his province should be delivered to 
him ; while 1, who was but one, was outvoted 
by two, and held my tongue. Then did John 
introduce another cunning contrivance of his ; 
for he said that those Jews who inhabited Cn- 
sarea Philippi, and were shut up by the order 
of the king^s deputy there, had sent to him to 
desire him, that, since they had no oil that 
was pure for their use, he would provide a 
sufficient quantity of such oil for them. Jest 
they should be forced to make use of oil ffiot 
came from (he Greeks, and thereby trana^css 
a2 
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their own laws. Now this was said by John, 
not out of his regard to religion, but out of 
his most flagrant desire of gain ; for he knew 
that two sectaries were sold with them of Cae- 
sarea for one drachma ; but that at Gischala 
fourscore sectaries were sold for four sectaries : 
so he gave order that all the oil which was 
there should be carried away, as having iny 
permission for so doing; which yet I did not 
grant him voluntarily, but only out of fear 
of the nnillitude, since, if 1 had forbidden 
him, I should have been stoned by them. — 
When I had therefore permitted this to be 
done by John, he gained vast sums of money 
by this his knavery. 

14, But when 1 had dismissed my fellow- 
legates, and sent them back to Jerusalem, I 
took care to have arms provided, and the 
cities fortified ; and when I hail sent for the 
most hardy among the robbers, I saw that it 
was not in my power to take their arms from 
them ; but I persuaded the mulfitudi* to allow 
them money as ])ay, and told them it was better 
for them to give them a little willingly rather 
than to [V)e forced U}] overlook thevrv when 
they plundered their goods from them. And 
when I had obliged them to take an oath not 
to come into that country, unless they were 
invited to come, or else wlien they liad net 
their pay given them, 1 dismissed them, and 
charged them neither to make an expedition 
against the Romans, nor against those their 
neighbours that lay round about them j for 
my first care was to keep Galilee in peace. 
So 1 was willing to have the principal of the 
Galileans, in all seventy, as hostages for their 
fidelity, but still under (he notion of friend- 
ship, Accordingly, I made them my friends 
and companions as I journeyed, and set them 
to judge causes ; and with tlieir a])prohalioii 
it was that I gave my sentences, while J 
deavoured not to mistake what justice re- 
quired, and to keep my hands clear of 
bribery in those determinations. 

15. I was now about the thirtieth year of 
my age; in which lime of life it is a hard 
thing for any one to escape the calumnies of 
the envious, although he restrain himself from 
fulfilling any unlawful desires, especially 
where a person is in great authority. Yet did 
I preserve every woman free from injuries; 
and as to w hat presents were ottered me, I 
despised them, as not standing in need of 
them ; nor indeed would 1 take those tithes, 
which were due to me as a priest, from those 
that brought them. Yet do 1 confess, that 1 
took' part of the spoils of tliose Syrians which 
inhabited the cities that adjoined to us, when 
1 had conquered tiieni, and that 1 sent them 


fore-iiarned, as the progress of this discourse 
will show. And on this account, I suppose, 
it was tliat God,* who is never unacquainted 
with those that do as they ought to do, deli- 
vered me still out of the hands of these my 
enemies, and afterwards preserved me when I 
fell into those many dangers w'hich I shall 
relate hereafter. 

16. Now the multitude of the Galileans 
had that great kindness for me, and fidelity 
to me, tliat when their cities w'ere taken by 
force, and their wives and children carried 
into slavery, they did not so deeply lament 
for their owm calamities, as they were solici- 
tous for my preservation. Rut when John 
saw tiiis, he envied me, and wrote to me, de- 
siring that 1 would give him leave to come 
down, and make use of the hot baths of Tibe- 
rias for the recovery of the health of his body. 
Accordingly, 1 did not hinder liim, as having 
no suspicion of any w'icked designs of liis ; 
and I wTote to those to whom I Jjad commit- 
ted the administration of the attairs of Tibe- 
rias by name, tlrat they sh«)uld provide a lodg- 
ing for John, and fur such 'as should coniv: 
with him, and should procure him what ne- 
cessaries soever he should stand in need of. 
Now at this timo my abode was in a village 
of Galilee, which is named Cana. 

17. Rut when John was come to the city 
of Tiberias, he persuaded the men to revolt 
frojn their fidelity to me, and to adhere to 
him ; and many of them gladly received that 
invitation of his, as ever fond of innovations, 
and by nature disposed to changes, and de- 
lighting in seditions ; hut they were chiefly 
Justus and liis father Pistus tljat were earnest 
for their rcvidt from me, and their adherence 
to John. Rut I came ujion them, and pre- 
vented them ; for a messenger had come to 
me from Silas, whom I had made governor 
of I'iberias, as 1 have said already, and had 
told me of the inclinations of the people 
of Tiberias, and advised me to make haste 
thither; for that, if 1 made any delay, the 
city would come under another’s jurisdiction. 
Upon the receipt of this letter of Silas, I took 
two hundred men along w’ith me, and travel- 
led all night, having sent before a messenger 
to let the people of Tiberias know that I was 
coming to them. When 1 came near to the 
city, which w-as early in the morning, the 
multitude came out to meet me, and John 
came with them, and saluted^ me, but in a 
most disturbed maimer, as being afraid that 
iny coming was to call him to an account for 
what 1 w’as now sensible he was doing. So 
he, in great haste, went to his lodging. But 
when 1 was in tlie open place of the city, 


to my kindred at Jerusalem ; although, when 
J twice took s'v fiphoris by force, and Tiberias 
four times, and Gadara once, and when I had 
sul>dited and taken John, who often laid 
treadierou^ snares for me, I did not 
[wifU dcatlri either him or any of the 


punish \ 
people 1 


• Our Josephus shows, both here and everywhere, 
that he was a most rcIi#?ious person, and one that had a 
deep sense of God and his providence upon hib mind ; 
and ascribed all his numerous and wonderful escapes 
and preservations, in times of dauccT. to God’s blessing 
him, and taking catc of him ; and this on account of his 
acts of piety, justice, humanity, and c.iatily the 
Jews his brethren. 
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having dismissed the guards I had about me 
excepting one, and ten armed men that were 
with him, I attempted to make a speech h 
the multitude of the people of Tiberias ; and 
standing on a certain elevated place, I entreat- 
ed them not to be so hasty in their revolt ; for 
that such a change in their behaviour would 
be to their reproach, and that they would then 
justly bo suspected by those that should be 
their governors hereafter, as if they were, not 
likely to be faithful to them neither. 

18. But before I had spoken all I designed, 
I heard one of my own domestics bidding me 
come down j for that it was not a proper time 
to take care of retaining the good-will of the 
people of Tiberias,' but to provide for my own 
safety, and escape iny enemies there ; for John 
had clioscn the most trusty of those armed 
men that were about him out of those thou- 
sand that he had with him, and had given 
them orders, when lie sent them, to kill me, 
having learned that I was alone, excepti. 
some of my domestics. So those that were 
sent came as they were ordered, and they had 
executed wlvat tliey came about, liad I not 
lea})ed down from the elevation 1 stood on, 
and with one of my guards, whose name was 
James, been carried [out of the crowd] upon 
the back of one Herod of Tiberias, and guid- 
ed by him down to the lake, where I seized a 
ship, and got into it, and escaped my enemies 
unexpectedly, and came to Tarichcfc. 

1 9. Now, as soon as the inhabitants of that 
city understood the perfidiousnesn of the peo- 
ple of Tiberias, they were greatly provoked 
at tliem. So they snatched up their arms, 
and desired me to be their leader against 
them ; for they said they would avenge their 
commander’s cause upon them. They also 
carried the report of what had been done to 
me to all the Galileans, and eagerly endea- 
voured to irritate them against tlje people of 
Tiberias, and desired that vast numbers of 
them would get together, and come to them, 
that they might act in concert vvith their com- 
mander, whut should be determined as lit to 
be done. Accordingly, the Galileans came 
to me in great numbers, from all parts, with 
their weapons,, and besought me to assault 
Tiberias, to take it by force, and to demolish 
it, till it lay even with tlie ground, and then 
to make slaves of its inhabitants, with their 
wives and children. Those that were Jose- 
phus’s friends also, and had escaped out of 
Tiberias,* gave him the same advice. But 1 
did not comply with them, thinking it a ter- 
rible thing to begin a civil war among them ; 
for I thought that this contention ought not 
to proceed furtlier than words ; nay, 1 told 
them that it was not for their own advantage 
to do what they would have me to do, while 
the Romans expected no otlu.T tlian that we 
shewM destroy one another by our mutual 
seditions ; and by saying this, 1 put a slop to 
the anger of the Galileans. 


.AVIUS JOSEPHUS. 

20. But now John was afraid for himself, 
since his treachery had proved unsuccessful ; 
so he took the armed men that were about 
him, and removed from Tiberias to Gischalu, 
and wrote to me to apologize for himself con- 
cerning what had been done, as if it had been 
done without his approbation ; and desired 
me to have no suspicion of him to his disad- 
vantage. He also added oaths and certain 
horrible curses upon himself, and supposed 
he should he thereby believed in the points he 
wrote about to me. 

21. But now another great number of the 
Galileans came together again with their wea- 
pons, as knowing the man, how wicked and 
how sadly perjured he was, and desired me 
to lead them against him, and promised me 
that they would utterly destroy both him and 
Gischala. Hereupon 1 professed that 1 was 
obliged to them for their readiness to serve 
me ; and that I would more than requite 
their good-will to me. However, I entreated 
them to restrain themselves ; aiul begged of 
tliem to give me leave to do what [ intended, 
which was to put aw end to these troubles 
without bloodshed ; and when 1 had prevailed 
with the multitude of the Galileans to let me 
ilo so, I came to Sepphoris. 

22. But the inhabitants of this city having 
determined to continue in their allegiance to 
the Romans, were afraid of rny coming tc 
them ; and tried, by putting me upon another 
action, to divert me, that they might be freed 
from the terror they were in. Accordingly 
they sent to Jesus, the captain of those rob- 
bers who were in the confines of Ptoleniais, 
and promised to give him a great deal of 
money, if he would come with those forces he 
had with him, which were in number eight 
hundred, and fight with us. Accordingly he 
complied with what they desired, upon the 
promises they had made him, anti was desi- 
rous to fall upon us when we were unpre- 
jiared for him, and knew nothing of his com- 
ing beforehand : so he sent to me, and desired 
that I would give him leave to come and 
salute me. When 1 had given him that leave, 
which I did without the least knowledge of 
his treacherous intentions beforehand, he took 
his band of robbers, and made haste to come 
to me. Yet did not this his knavery succeed 
well at last ; for, as he was already nearly aj)- 
proaching, one of those with him deserted 
him, and came to ne, and told me what he 
had undertaken to do. When I was informed 
of this, r went into the rnarkct-place, and 
pretended to know nothing of his treacherous 
purpose. 1 took with me many Galileans 
that were armed, as also some of those of 
Tiberias ; and, when 1 had given orders that 
ail the roads should he carefully guarded, I 
charged the keepers of the gates to give -ad- 
mittance to none hut Jesus, when he came, 
with the principal of bis men, and to exclude 
the rest ; and in case they aimed to force 
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themselvet in, to use stripes [in order to repel city Gibea along with him as auxiliaries, and 
them]. Accordingly, those that had received marched in the night, and came to the village 
N^^sucb a charge did as they were bidden, and where 1 abode. Upon this I pitched my 
Jesus came in with a few others ; and when camp over against him, which had a great 
1 had ordered him to throw down his arms number of forces in it ; but Ebutius tried to 
immediately, and told him, that if he refused draw us down into the plain, as greatly de- 
so to do, he was a dead man, he seeing armed pending upon his horsemen ; but we would 
men standing all round about him, was terri- not come down ; for when 1 was satisfied of 
fied, and complied ; and as for those of his the advantage that his horse would have if we 
followers that were excluded, when they were came down into the plain, while we were all 
informed that he was seized, they ran away, footmen, 1 resolved to join battle with the ene- 
I then called Jesus to me by himself, and my where I was. Now Ebutius and his party 
told him, that “ I was not a stranger to that made a courageous opposition for some time: 
treacherous design he had against me, nor but when he saw that his horse were useless 
was I ignorant by whom he was sent for ; to him in that place, be retired back to the 
that, however, I would forgive him what he city Gibea, having lost three of his men in 
had done already, if he would repent of it, the lignt. So 1 followed him directly with 
and be faithful to me hereafter.** And thus, two thousand armed men ; and when 1 was 
upon his promise to do all that I desired, I at the city Besara, that lay in the confines of 
let him go, and gave him leave to get those Ptolemais, but twenty furlongs from Gibea, 

whom he had formerly had with him together where Ebutius abode, 1 placed my armed 

again. But I threatened the inhabitants of men on the outside of the village, and gavf« 
Sepphoris, that, if they would not leave off orders that they should guard the passes with 

their ungrateful treatment of me, 1 would great care, that the enemy might not disturb 

punish them suiliciently. us until we should have carried ofiT the corn, 

23. At this time it was that two great agreatqnantityof which lay there : it belong, 

men, who w'ere under the jurisdiction of the ed to Bernice the queen, and had been gathered 
king [Agrippa], came to me out of the region together out of the neighbouring villages into 
of Trachonitis, bringing their horses and tl»eir Besara : so 1 loaded my camels and asses, a 
arms, and carrying with them their money great number of which 1 had brought along 
also; and when the Jews would force them with me, and sent the corn into Galilee, 
to be circumcised, if they would stay among When I had done this, I offered Ebutius 
them, 1 would not permit them to have any battle; but when he would not accept of the 
force put upon them,* but said to them, offer, for he was terrified at our readiness and 
“ Every one ought to worship God accord, courage, I altered my route, and marched to- 
ing to his own inclinations, and not to be wards Neopolitanus, because 1 had heard that 
constrained by force; and that these men, the country about Tiberias was laid waste by 
who had fled to us for protection, ought not him. This Neopolitanus was captain of a 
to be so treated as to repent of their coming troop of horse, and had the custody of Scytlio- 
hither.** And when I had pacified the mul. poKs intrusted to his care by the enemy ; and 
titude, 1 provided for the men tliat were come when 1 had hindered him from doing any 
to us whatsoever it was they wanted, accord, farther mischief to Tiberias, 1 set myself to 
ing to their usual way of living, and that in make provision for the affairs of Galilee, 
great plenty also. 25. But when John, the son of Levi, who, 

24. Now king Agrippa sent an army to as we before told you, abode at Gischala, was 
make themselves masters of the citadel of informed how all things had succeeded to my 
Gamala, and over it Equiculus Modius; but mind, and that 1 was much in favour with 
the forces that were sent were not enow to those that were under me, as also that the 
encompass the citadel quite round, but lay enemy were greatly afraid of me, he was not 
before it in the open places, and besieged it. pleased with it, as thinking my prosperity 
But when Ebutius the decurion, who was in. tended to his ruin. So he took up a bitter 
trusted with tlie government of the great plain, envy and enmity against me ; and hoping, 
heard that I was at Simonias, a village situ, that if he could inflame those that were under 
Bted in the confines of Galilee, and was dis. me to hate me, he should put an end to the 
tant from him sixty furlongs, he. took a hun. prosperity 1 was in, be tried to peAuade the 
dred horsemen that were with him by night, inhabitants of Tiberias, and of Sepphoris (and 
and a certain number of footmen, about two for those of Gabara he supposed they would 
hundred, and brought the inhabitants of the be also of the same mind with the others)^ 

which were the greatest cities of Galilee, to 
revolt from their subjection to me, and to be 
of his party ; and told them that he would 
command them better than 1 did. As for 
the people of Sepphoris, who belonged to 
neither of us, because they had 'chosen to be 
in subjection to the Romans, they did not 


• Josephus’s opinion is here weJl worth noting 
That every one is to be permitted to worship God ac> 
cording to hiS :>wn eonsdence, and is not to be com* 
pelled in matters mT religion; as one may here observe, 
on the contrary, tiiat the rest of the Jews were still for 
ohligine aH those who married Jewesses to be circumds* 
ed, ana^beoMoe Jews i and were ready to destroy all that 
would iK t submit to do so. See sect 51, and Luke 
lx. 54- V 
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comply with proposal ; and for those of for two of the principal men, Dassion, and 
Tiberias, they did not indeed so far comply Janneus the son of Levi, persons that M'ere 
as to make a revolt from under me, but they among the chief friends of the king, and cum* 
agreed to be his friends, while the inhabitants manded them to take the furniture that had 
of Gabara did go over to John ; and it was been plundered, and to send it to him ; and 
Simon that persuaded them so to do, one who I threatened that I would order them to be 
was both the principal man in the city and a put to death by way of punishment, if they 
particular friend and companion of John. It discovered tliis my command to any othet 
is true, these did not openly own the making person. 

a revolt, because they were in great fear of 27. Now, when all Galilee was filled with 


the Galileans, and had frequent experience of 
the good-will they bore to me ; yet did they 
privately watch for a proper opportunity to 
lay snares for me ; and indeed I thereby came 
into the greatest danger on the occasion fol- 
lowing. 

26. There were some bold young men of 
the village of Dabaritta, who observed that 
the wife of Ptolemy, the king's procurator, 
was to make a progress over the great plain 
with a mighty attendance, and with some 
horsemen that followed as a guard to them, 
and this out of a country that was subject to 
the king and queen, into the jurisdiction of 
the Romans ; and fell upon them on a sud- 
den, and obliged the wife of Ptolemy to fly 
away, and plundered all the carriages. They 
also came to me to Tarichefe, with four mules* 
loading of garments, and other furniture ; and 
the weight of the silver they brought was not 
small ; and there were five hundred pieces of 
gold also. Now I had a mind to preserve 
these spoils for Ptolemy, who was my coun- 
tryman ; and it is prohibited * by our laws 
even to spoil our enemies ; so I said to those 
that brought these spoils, that they ought to 
be kept, in order to rebuild the walls of Jeru- 
salcjn with them when they came to be sold ; 
but the young men took it very ill that they 
did not receive a part of those spoils for them- 
selves, as they expected to have done ; so they 
went among the villages in the neighbour- 
hood of Tiberias, and told the people that I 
was going to betray their country to the Ro- 
mans, and that I used deceitful language to 
them, when I said that what had been thus 
gotten by rapine should be kept for the re- 
building of tlie walls of the city of Jerusalem; 
although I had resolved to restore these spoils 
again to their former owner ; and indeed they 
were herein not mistaken as to my intentions ; 
foi when 1 bad gotten clear of them, I sent 

• How Josephus could say here that the Jewish laws 
torbade them to ** spoil even their enemies,** while yet 
a little before his time, our Saviour had mentioned it 
as then a current maxim with them, ** Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy** (Matt. v. 43), is 
worth our inquiry. I take it that Josephus, having 
been now for many years an Ebionlte Cnristian, had 
learned this interpretation of the law of Moses from 
Christ, whom he owned for the true Meuiah, as it fol- 
lows in the succeeding verses, which, though he might 
not read in St. Matthew's gospel, yet mighche have read 
much the same exposition in their own Ebionite or 
Nazarene gospel itself; of which improvements made 
by Josephus, after he was become a Christian, we have , 
wraady had several examples in this his Life, sect. 3, 13, 
14* 19, 21, J.) ; and shall have many more therein he- ' 
fore ita conclusion, as well at we have tliem elsewhere I 
ut all his later writings. I 


this rumour, that their country was about tc 
be betrayed by me to the Romans, and when 
1*11 men were exasperated against me, and 
ready to bring me to punishment, the inhabi- 
tants of Taricheae did also themselves suppose 
that what the young men said was true, and 
persauded my guards and armed men to leave 
me when I was asleep, and to come presently 
to the hippodrome, in order there to take 
counsel against me their commander; and 
when they had prevailed with them, and they 
were gotten together, they found there a great 
company assembled already, who all joined in 
one clamour, to bring the man who was so 
wicked to them as to betray them, to Kis due 
punishment; and it was Jesus, the sou o( 
Sapphias, who principally set them on. He 
was ruler in Tiberias, a wicked man, and nat- 
I urally disposed to make disturbances in mat- 
ters of consequence; a seditious person he 
was indeed, and an innovator beyond every 
body else. He then took the laws of Moses 
into his hands, and came into the midst of the 
people, and said, ** O my fellow-citizens ! if 
you are not disposed to hate Josephus on 
your own account, have regard, however, to 
these laws of your country, which your com- 
mandcr-in-chief is going to betray ; hate him 
therefore on both these accounts, and bring 
the man who hath acted thus insolently, to his 
deserved punishment." 

28. When he had said this, and- the multi- 
tude had openly applauded him for what he 
had said, he took some of the armed men, and 
made haste away to the house in which I 
lodged, as if lie would kill me immediately, 
while 1 was wholly insensible of all till this 
disturbance happened ; and by reason of the 
pains I had been taking, was fallen fast asleep; 
but Simon, who was intrusted with the care of 
my body, and was the only person that stayed 
with me, and saw the violent incursion the 
citizens made upon me, awaked me and told 
me of the danger 1 was in, and desired me to 
let him kill me, that I might die bravely and 
like a general, before my enemies came in, 
and forced me [to kill myself] or killed me 
themselves. Thus did he discourse to me ; 
but 1 committed the care of my life to God, 
and made baste to go out to the multitude. 
Accordingly, I put on a black garment, and 
bung my sword at my neck, and went by 
such a different way to the hippodrome, 
wherein 1 thought none of my adversaries 
would meet me ; so I appeared among tlienc 
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€>n the sudden, and fell down flat on the earth, with me ; and when they had sent in one of 
and bedewed the ground wit!) my tears : then the boldest of them all, 1 had him whipped 
1 seemed to them all an object of compassion; severely; and I commanded that one of his 
and when I perceived the change that was hands should be cut otV, and hung about his 
made in the multitude, I tried to divide their neck ; and in this case was he put out to those 
opinions before the armed men should return that sent him. At which procedure of mine 
from my house ; so I granted them that I they were greatly adrightecl, and in no small 
had been as wicked as they supposed me to consternation ; and were afraid that they should 
be ; hut still I entreated them to let me first themselves be served in like manner, if they 
inform them for what use I had kept that stayed there ; for they supposed that 1 had in 
money which arose from the plunder; and the house more armed men than they had them - 
that they might then kill me, if they pleased : selves ; so they ran away immediately, while 
and, upon the multitude’s ordering me I, hy the use of this stratagem, escaped this 
speak, the armed men came upon me, and j their second treacherous design against me. 
when they saw me, the^y ran to kill me; bu 31. Ihit there were still some that irritated 
when the nnilt/tude hade them hold their the multitude against me, and said that those 


hands, they complied ; and expected that as 
soon as I should own to them that I kept the 
money for the king, it would be looked on as 
a cojifttssion of my treason, and they should 
then be allowed to kill me. 

29. When, therefore, silence was made hy 
the whole multitude, I spake thus to them : 
— ** O my countrymen ! I refuse not to die, 
if justice so require. However, I am desirous 
to tell you the truth of this matter before 1 
die; for as 1 know that this city of yours 
^'rarichea*] was a city of great hospitality, and 
filled with abundance of such men as have 
left their own countries, and are come hither 
to be partakers of your fortune, whatever it 
be, I laid a mind to build walls about it, out 
of tliis money, for which you are so angry 
with me, while yet it was to be expended in 
building your own walls.” Upon my saying 
this, the people of Tarichca' and the strangers 
cried out, Tliat they gave me thanks; and 
flesircd me to be of good courage,” although 
the Galileans and the people of Tiberias con- 
tinued in Uieir wTath against me, insomuch 
that there arose a tumult among them, while 
some threatened to kill me, and some hade me 
not to regard them ; hut when 1 promised 
them that 1 would build them walls at Tibe- 
rias, and at other citiv's that wanted them, 
they gave credit to what I promised, and re- 
turned every one to his own home. So 1 
escaped the forementioned danger, beyond all 
my hopes ; and returned to my own house, 
accompanied wit!) iny friends, and twenty 
armed men also. 

30. However, these robbers and other au- 
thors of this tumult, who wore afraid on their 
own account, lest I should punish them for 
what they had done, took six hundred armed 
men, and came to the liovise where I abode, 
in order to set it bn fire. When this their in- 
sult was told me, I thought it indecent for 
me to run away, and I resolved to expose my- 
self to danger, and to act with some boldness; 
so I gave cid;.-r to shut the doors, and w'cnt 
up into an upper ^oom, and desired riiat they 
would ^‘ud ip some of their men to receive 
the money [from the spoils] ; for I told them 
they w'ould then have no occasion to be angry 


great men that belonged to the king ought 
not to be suffered to live, if they w'ould not 
.‘liange their religion to the religion of those 
to whom they fled for safety ; they spake re- 
proachfully of them also, and said, that they 
were wizai-ds, and such as called in the Ro- 
mans upon them. So the multitude was soon 
deluded by such plausible pretences as were 
agreeable to their own inclinations, and were 
prevailed on by them ; but when 1 was inform- 
ed of this, 1 instructed the multitude again, 
that those who fled to them for refuge ought 
not to he persecuted ; I also laughed at the 
allegation about witchcraft ; * and told them 
that the Romans would not maintain so many 
ten thousand soldiers, if they could ovcrcomt 
their enemies by wizards. Upon my saying 
this, (he people assented for a while; but they 
returned again afterwards, as ii ritatcd by some 
ill people against the great men ; nay, they once 
made an assault upon the house in which they 
dwelt at Tarichca, in order to kill them ; 
which, when I was informed of, 1 was afraid 
lest so horrid a crime should take effect, and 
nobody else would make that city their refuge 
any more. I therefore came myself, and some 
others w'ith me, to the house where these great 
men lived, and locked the dbors, and had a 
trench drawn from their house leading to the 
lake, and sent for a ship, and embarked thef«- 
in with them, and sailed to the confines of 
Hippos : 1 also paid them the value of their 
horses ; nor in such a flight could I have their 
horses brought to them. I then dismissed 
them ; and begged of them earnestly that they 
would courageously bear this distress which 
befell them. I was also myself greatly dis- 
pleased that I was compelled to expose those 
that had fled to me, to go again into an ene- 
my’s country ; yet did 1 think it more eligible 
that they should perish among the Romans, 
f it should so happen, than in the country 
that was under my jurisdiction. However, 
hey escaped at length, and king Agrippa for- 
gave them their offences; and this' was the 
conclusion of what concerned these men. 

• Here we may observe the vulgar Jewish notion of 
rltchcraft; but that our .loscpjias was too wise to give 
any nnmtenancc to it. 
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32. But as for the inhabitants of the city of' 
riberias, they wrote to the king, and desired 
nim to send them forces sutHcient to be a gukrd 
to their country ; for that they were desirous 
to come over to him. This was what tlicy 
wrote to him ; but when I came to them, they 
desired me to build their walls, as I had pro- 
mised them to do ; for they had heard that th 
walls of TaricheoB were already built. I agreed 
to their proposal accordingly; and when I had 
made preparation for the entire building, I 
gave order to the architects to go to worU ; but 
on the third day, when I was gone to Tari- 
chea’, which was thirty furlongs distant from 
Tiberias, it so fell out, that some Roman horse- 
men were discovered on their rnarcli, not far 
from the city, which made it to be supposed 
tliat the forces were come froni the king ; u]>. 
on which they shouted, and lifted up their 
voices in commendations of the .king, and in 
reproaches against me. Hereupon one came 
running to me, and told me what their dispo- 
sitions were ; and tliat they had resolved to 
revolt from me upon hearing which news 
1 w.as very much alarmed ; for I had already 
sent away my armed men from Taricheoe to 
their own homes, because the next day 'vas 
our Sabbath ; for I would not have the people 
of Tarichete disturbed [on that day] by a mul- 
titude of soldiers-; and indeed, whenever I 
sojourned at that city, I never took any par- 
ticular care for a guanl about my own body, 
because I had had frequent instances of the 
fidelity its inhabitants bore to me. I had now 
about me no more than seven armed men, be- 
sides some frieiula, and was doubtful what to 
do ; for to send to recall my own forces 1 did 
not til ink proper, because the present day was 
almost over ; and had those forces been with 
me, 1 could not take up arms on the next day, 
because our laws forbade us so to do, even 
though o\jr necessity should be very great; and 
if I sliould permit the people of Tarichcac, 
and the strangers %vith them, to guard t!ie city, 
i saw' that they would not be sufficient for that 
purpose, and I perceived that I should be 
obliged to delay my assistance a great while ; 
for 1 thought with myself that the forces that 
came from llie king would prevent me, and 
that I should be driven out of the city. 1 con- 
.^idered, therefore, how to get clear of these 
forces by a stratagem ; so I immediately plac- 
ed those my friends of Taricheae, on whoVn I 
could best confide, at the gates, to watch those 
very carefully who went out at those gates ; 1 
also called to me tho heads of families, and 
bade every one of them to seize upon a ship, * 
to go on board it, and to take a master with 

• Tn this section, as well as in the 18 and 33, those 
small vessels that, sailed on the sea of (lolilce, are called 
by Josephus lirte* ami Tlxoiet, anil i. e. plainly 

snips { so that we need not wonder at our Evangelista, 
who still call them ships; nor ought we to render them 
^MtU, as some da Tiicir number was in all 2.50, as we 
learn from i>ur author elsewhere. Jewish War, b. ii* eh. 
XXI. swt. 8. 
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them, and follow him to the city of Tiberias. 

I also myself w'eiit on board one of those shins, 
with my friends, and the seven armed men al- 
ready mentioned, and sailed for Tiberias. 

33. But now, when the people of Tiberias 
perceived that there were no forces come from 
the king, and yet saw the whole lake full of 
ships, they were in fear wliat would become 
of their city, and were greatly terrified, as 
supposing that the ships were full of men on 
board ; so they then changed their minds, and 
threw down their weapons, and met me with 
their w'ives and children, and made acclama- 
tions to me with great commendations; foi 
they imagined that I did not know their for- 
mer inclinations [to have been against me] 
so they persuaded me to spare the city ; but 
xvhen I was come near enough, I gave order 
to the masters of the ships to cast anchor a 
jood way olV the land, that the people of Ti- 
berias might not perceive that the ships liad 
no men on hoard ; but I went nearer to the 
people in one of the ships, and rebuked them 
for their folly, and that they were .so fickle as, 
without any just occasion in the world, to re- 

olt from their fidelity to me. However, I 
assured them tliat 1 would entirely forgive 
them for the time to come, if they would send 
ten of the ringleaders of the multitude to me; 
and when they complied readily with this pro- 
posal, and sent me the men forementioned, 1 
put them on board a ship, and sent them away 
to Tarichctc, and ordered them to be kept in 
prison. 

34. And by this stratagem it was that I 
gradually got all the senate of Tiberias into 
iny power, and sent them to the city foremen- 
tioned, with many of the princip.'il men among 
the populace ; and those not fewer in number 
than the other : but, when the multitude saw 
into what great miseries they had brought 
themselves, they desired me to punish the au- 
thor of this sedition : his name was Clitus, a 
young man, bold and rash in ids undertak- 
ings. Now, since I thought it not agreeable 
to piety to put one of my own people to death, 
and yet found it necessary to punish him, I 
ordered Levi, one of my own guards, to go to 
him, and cut oil one of Clitus’s hands ; hut 
as he that was ordered to do this, was afraid 
to go out of the ship alone among so great a 
multitufle, I was not willing that the timor- 
oiisncss of die soldier should appear to the 
people of 'I’iberias ; — so 1 called to Clitus 
idmself, and said to him, “ Since thou dcserv- 
est to lose both thine hands for thy ingrati- 
tude to me, be thou thine own executioner, 
lest, if thou refusest so to be, thou undergo a 
worse punishment.'* And when he earnestly 
begged of me to spare him one of his hands, 
it was with difficulty that I granted it. So, 
in order to prevent the loss of both his hands, 
he willingly took his sword, and cut off his 
own left hand ; and this put an end to the 
sedition. 
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35. Now the man of Tiberiasi after I was 
gone to TaricheS) perceived what stfatagem I 
had used against them, and they admired how 
I had put an end to their foolish sedition, 
without shedding of blood. But now, when 
I had sent for some of those multitudes of: 
the people of Tiberias out of prison, among 
whom were Justus and his father Pistus, I 
made them to sup with me ; and during our 
supper-time I said to them, that I knew the 
power of the Romans was superior to all 
others; but did not say so [publicly] because 
of the robbers. So I advised them to do as 
I did, and to wait for a proper opportunity, 
and not to be uneasy at my being their com- 
mander ; for that they could not expect to have 
anotlKr who would use the like moderation 
that I had done. I also put Justus in mind 
how the Galileans had cut off his brother’s 
hands before ever I came to Jerusalem, upon 
an accusation laid against him, as if he had 
been a rogue, and had forged some letters ; as 
also how tlie people of Gamala, in a sedition 
they raised against the Babylonians, after the 
departure of Philip, slew Chares, who was a 
kinsman of Philip, and withal how they had 
wisely punished Jesus, his brother Justus’s sis- 
ter’s husband [with death]. When I had said 
this to them during supper ‘time, 1 in the morn- 
ing ordered Justus, and all the rest that were in 
prison, to be loosed out of it, and sent away. 

36. But before this, it happened that Phi 
lip, the son of Jacimus, went out of the cita- 
del of Gamala upon the following occasion : 
When Philip had been informed that Varus 
was put out of his government by king Agrip- 
pa, and that Equiculus Modius, a man that 
was of old his friend and companion, was 
come to succeed him, he wrote to him, and 
related what turns of fortune he had had, and 
desired him to forward the letters he sent to 
the king and queen. Now, when Modius had 
received these letters, he was exceedingly glad, 
and sent the letters to the king and queen, who 
were then about Berytus. But when king 
Agrippa knew that the story about Philip was 
false (for it had been given out, that the Jews 
bad begun a war with the Romans, and that 
this Philip had been their commander in that 
war), he sent some horsemen to conduct Philip 
to him ; and when he was come, he saluted 
him very obligingly, and showed him to. the 
Roman commanders, and told them that this 
was the man of whom the report had gone 
about as if he had revolted from the Romans. 
He also bid him to take some horsemen with 
him, and to go quickly' to the citadel of Ga- 
mala, and to bring out thence all his domes- 
tics, and to restore the Babylonians to Batanea 
again. He also gave it him in charge to take 
all possible core that none of his subjects 
should be guilty oi making any innovation. 
Accordingly, upon these directions from the 
king, he made haste to do what he was com- 
manded. 


37. Now there was one Joseph, the son of 
a female physician, who excited a great many 
yo^ng men to join with him. He also inso- 
lently addressed himself to the principal per- 
sons*at Gamala, and persuaded them to revolt 
from the king, and take up arms, and gave 
them hopes that they should, by bis means, 
recover their liberty : and some they forced 
into the service; and those that would not 
acquiesce in what they had resolved on, they 
slew. They also slew Chares, and with him 
Jesus, one of his kinsmen, and a brother of 
Justus of Tiberias, as w^e have already saidr 
I'hose of Gamala also wrote to me, desiring 
roe to send them an armed force, and work- 
men to raise up the walls of their city ; nor 
did I reject either of their requests. The 
region of Gaulanitis did also revolt from the 
king, as far as tlie village Solyma. I also 
built a wall about Seleucia and Soganni, 
which are villages naturally of very great 
strength. Moreover, I, in like manner, walled 
several villages of Upper Galilee, though they 
were very rocky of themselves. Their names 
are Jamnia, and Meroth, and Achabare. I 
also fortified, in the Lower Galilee, the cities 
Tarichese, Tiberias, Sepphoris, and the vil- 
lages, the cave of Arbela, Bersobc, Selamin, 
Jotapata, Capharccho, and Sigo, and Japha, 
and Mount Tabor. * I also laid up a great 
quantity of corn in these places, and arms 
withal, that might be for their security after 
ward, 

38. But the hatred that John, the son of 
Levi, bore to me, grew now more violent, 
while he could not bear my prosperity with 
patience. So he proposed to himself, by all 
means possible, to make away with me ; and 
built the walls of Gischala, which was the place 
of his nativity. He then sent his brother 
Simon, and Jonathan, the son of Sisenna, and 
about a hundred armed men, to Jerusalem, to 
Simon, the son of Gamaliel, f in order to per- 
suade him to induce the commonalty of Jeru- 
salem to take from me the government over the 
Galileans, and to give their suffrages for con- 
ferring that authority upon him. This Simoa 
was of the city of Jerusalem, and of a very 
noble family, of the sect of the Pharisees, 
which are supposed to excel others in the ac- 
curate knowledge of the laws of their coun. 
try. He was a man of great wisdom and 
reason,, and capable of restoring public affairs 
by his prudence, when they were in an ill 
posture. He was also an old frien^^ and conr»- 
panion of John ; but at that time be had a 
difference with me. When therefore he had 

• Part of these fortifications on Mount Tabor may 
be those still remaining, and which were seen lately by 
Mr. Maundtel. See his Travels, p. 112. 

t This Oamaliel may be the very same that is men- 
tioned by tlie rabbins in the Mishna, In Juchasin, and ia 
Porta Mo^, as is observed in the Latin notes. He 
might be also that Gamaliel II., whose grandfather was 
Gamaliel I., who is mentioned in Acts v. 34 1 and ai 
whose fbet St. Paul was brought up, AitU xxii. 3. Se« 
Prid at the vear 449* 
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received such an exhortation, he persuaded 
the high priests, Ananiis, and Jesus the son 
of Gamala, and some others of tiie same se- 
ditious faction, to cut me down, now I was 
growing so great, and not to overlook me 
while I was aggrandizing myself to the height 
of glory ; and he said that it would bo for the 
advantage of the Galileans if I were deprived 
of my government there. A nanus also, and 
his friends, desired them to make no delay 
about the matter, lest I should get the know- 
ledge of what was doing too soon, and should 
come and make an assault upon the city with 
a great army. 'I'his was the counsel of Simon; 
but Allan us tlie high priest demonstrated to 
them that this was not an easy thing to be 
done, because many of the high priests and 
of the rulers of the people, horc witness that 
1 had acted like an excellent general, and that 
it was the work of ill men to accuse one 
against whom they had nothing to say. 

39. When Simon heard Ananus say this, 
he desired that the messengers would conceal 
the thing, and not let it come among many 
for that he would take care to have Josephus 
removed out of Galilee very (piickly. So In 
called for John’s brother [Simon], and charg- 
ed him that they should send presents to Ana- 
nus and his friends ; for, as he said, they might 
probably, by that means, persuade them to 
change their minds. And indeed Simon did 
ftt length thus compass what he aimed at; for 
Ananus, and those w'ith liim, being corrupted 
by bribes, agreed to expel me out of Galilee 
without making the re»t of the citizens ac- 
quainted with what they were doing. Ac- 
cordingly they resolved to send men of dis- 
tinction as to their families, and of distinction 
ns to their learning also. Two of these were 
of the populace, Jonathan * and Ananias, by 
sect Pharisees ; while the third, .Tozar, was of 
the stock of the priests, -and a Pharisee also ; 
and Simon, the last of them, was of the young- 
est of the high priests. These had it given 
them in charge, that, when they were come to 
the multitude of the Galileans, they should 
ask them what was the reason of their love to 
me ? and if they said that it was because I was 
born at Jerusalem, that they should reply, that 
they four were all born at the same place ; and 
if they should say, it was because I was wel' 
versed in their law, they should reply, that 
neither were they unacquainted wdth the prac- 
tices of their country ; but if, besides these, 
they shoi^d say they loved me because I wai 
a priest, they should reply, that two of these 
were priests also. 

40. Now', when they had given Jonathan 
and his companions these instructions, they 
gave them forty thousand [drachmae] out of 
the public money ; but when they heard that 
there was a certain Galilean that then sojourn- 

’♦ This Jonathan is also taken notice of in the Latin 
notes, as the same that is mentioned by tlie rabbins in 
Porta Mosis 


ed at Jerusalem, whose nime was Jesus, who 
had about him a band of six hundred armed 
men, they sent for him, and gave him three 
months* pay, and gave him orders to follow 
Jonathan and his companions, and be obedi- 
ent to them. They also gave money to three 
hundred men that were citizens of Jerusalem, 
to maintain them all, and ordered them also 
to follow the ambassadors ; and when they had 
complied, and were gotten ready for the march, 
Jonathan and his companions w'ent out with 
them, having along with them John’s brother 
and a hundred armed men. The charge that 
was given them by those that sent them w'as 
this ; That if 1 would voluntarily lay down 
my arms, they should send me alive to the 
city of Jerusalem ; but that, in case I op- 
posed them, they should kill me, and fear 
nothing ; for that it was their command for 
them so to do. They also wrote to John 
to make all ready for fighting me, and gave 
orders to the inhabitants of Sepphuris, and 
Gabara, and Tiberias, to send auxiliaries to 
John. 

41. Now, as my father wrote me an account 
of this (for Jesus the son of Gamala, who 
was present in that council, a friend and com- 
panion of mine, told him of it), I was very 
much troubled, as discovering thereby that my 
fellow-citizens proved so ungrateful to me, a.-*, 
out of envy, to give order that I should he 
slain ; rny father earnestly pressed me also iii 
his letter to come to him, for that he lunged 
to see his son before he died, I informed 
my friends of these things, and that in thri c 
days* lime I should leave the country and go 
home. Upon hearing this, they w'ere all very 
sorry, and desired me, with tears in their eyes, 
not to leave them to he destroyed ; for so they 
thought they snould he if 1 were deprived of 
the command over them : but as I did not 
grant their request, hut w'as taking care of my 
own safety, the Galileans, out of their dread 
of the consequence of iny departure, that they 
should then be at the mercy of the robbers, 
sent messengers over all Galilee to inform them 
of my resolution to leave them. Whereupon, 
as soon as they heard it, they got togctlier in 
great numbers, from all parts, with their wives 
and children ; and this they did, as it appeared 
to me, not more out of their adection to me, 
than out of their fear on their own account ; 
for, while I staid with them, they supposed 
that they should suffer no harm. So they all 
came into the great plain, wherein I lived, the 
name of which was Asochis, 

42. But wonderful it w'as what a dream I 
saw that very night ; for when I had betaken 
myself to iny bed, as grieved and disturbed at 
the news that had beenw'rittcn lo me, it seem- 
ed to me, that a certain person stood by me, f 

f I’his I take to be the first of Josephus’s remarkable 
or divine dreams, which were predictive of the tficar 
thimpt th tt afterwards came to pass ; of which see more 
in the note on Antiq. b. iii. chap. viii. sect. 9. The 
other is in the War o. iii. ch. viii. sect. 3. 9 
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and said, “ O Josephus ! leave off to afflict 
thy soul, and put away all fearj for what now 
grieves thee will render thee very considera- 
ble, and in all respects most happy ; for thou 
shalt get over not only these difflciilties, but 
many others, with great success. However, 
be not cast down, but remember that thou art 
to fight with the Romans.” When I had seen 
this dream, I got up with an intention of go- 
ing down tg the plain. Now, when the whole 
multitude of the Galileans, among whom were 
the women and children, saw me, they threw 
themselves down upon their faces, and, with 
tears in their eyes, besought me not to leave 
them exposed to their enemies, nor to go away 
and permit their country to be injured by 
them ; but, when I did not comply w-ith their 
entreaties, they compelled me to take an oath, 
that I would stay with them ; they also cast 
abundance of reproaches upon the people of 
Jerusalem, that they would not let their coun- 
try enjoy peace. 

43. When 1 heard this, and saw what sor- 
row the people were in, I was movetl with com- 
passion to them, and thought it became me to 
undergo the most manifest hazards for the take 
of so great a multitude j so 1 let them know 
1 would stay with them ; and when 1 had 
given order that five thousand of them should 
come to me armed, and with provisions for 
their maintenance, 1 sent the rest aw'ay to 

heir own homes ; and, when those five thou- 
and were come, I took them, together with 
throe thousand of the soldiers that were with 
me before, and eighty horsemen, and marched 
to the village of Chabolo, situated in the con- 
fines of Ptolemais, and there kept my forces 
together, pretending to get ready to fight with 
Placidus, who was come with two cohorts of 
footmen, and one troop of horsemen ; and was 
sent thither by Cestius Gallus to burn those 
villages of Galilee that were near Ptolemais. 
Upon whose casting up a bank before the city 
ptolemais, I also pitched my camp at about 
the distance of sixty furlongs from that vil- 
lage ; and now w’c frequently brought out our 
forces as if we would fight, but proceeded no 
farther than skirmishes at a distance ; for when 
Placidus perceived tliat I was earnest to come 
to a battle, he was afraid, and avoided it ; yet 
did he not remove from the neighbourhood 
of Ptolemais. 

44. About this time it was that Jonathan 
and his fellow-legates came. Tliey were sent, 
as we have said already, by Simon, and Ana 
nus, the high priest ; and Jonathan contrived 
how he might catch me by treachery ; for he 
durst not make any attempt upon me openly. 
So he wrote me the followingepistle;—** Jona- 
than and those that are w ith him, and are sent by 
he people of Jerusalem to Josephus, send 

greeting. We arc setit by the principal men 
of Jerusalem, who have heard that John of 
Gischala hath laid many snares for thee, to 
rebuke him, and to exhort him to be subject 


to thee hereafter. We are also desirous to 
consult with thee about our common concerns 
and what is fit to be done. We, therefore, 
desire thee to come to us quickly, and to 
bring only a few men with thee ; for this vil-’ 
lage will not contain a great number of soldiers.’* 
Thus it was that they wrote, as expecting one 
of these two things ; either that I should come 
w'ithout armed men, and then they should have 
me wholly in their power : or if I came with a 
great number, they should judge me to be a 
public enemy. Now it was a horseman who 
brought the letter, a man at otlier times bold, 
and one that had served in the army under 
the king. It was the second hour of the 
night that he came, when I w^as feasting with 
jny friends and the principal of the Galileans. 
This man, upon my servant’s telling me that 
a certain horseman of the Jewish nation was 
come, was called in at my command, but did 
not so much as salute me at all, but held out 
a letter, and said, “ This letter is sent thee by 
liosc that are come from Jerusalem ; do thou 
write an answer to it quickly, for 1 am obliged 
to return to them very soon.” Now my guests 
could not but wonder at tlie boldness of the 
Idier ; but I desired him to sit down and 
sup with us ; but when he refused so to do, 
I held the letter in my liands as I received it, 
and fell a-talking with my guests about other 
matters; but a few hours afterwards, I got 
up, and, wiien I iiad dismissed the rest to go 
to their beds, 1 bid only four of my intimate 
friends to stay ; and ordered my servant to get 
some wine ready. I also opened the letter 
so, that nobody could perceive it ; and under, 
standing thereby presently the purport of the 
writing, I sealed it up again, and appeared as 
if I had not ytt read it, but only held it 
in my hands. 1 ordered twenty drachma* 
should be given the soldier for the charges of 
his journey; and when he took the money, 
and said that he thanked me for it, I perceived 
that he loved money, and that he was to be 
caught chiefly by that means ; and I said to 
him, ** If thou wdlt but drink with us, thou 
shalt have a drachma for every glass thou 
drinkest.” So he gladly embraced this pro- 
posal, and drank a great deal of wine, in order 
to get the more money, and was so drunk, 
that at last he could not keep the secrets he 
was intrusted with, but discovered them with- 
out my putting questions to him, viz. That a 
treacherous design was contrived against me ; 
and that 1 was doomed to die by those that 
sent him. When I heard this, 1 wrote back 
this answer Josephus to Jonathan, and 
those that are with him, sendeth greeting. 
Upon the information that you are come in 
health into Galilee, I rejoice, and this especi- 
ally, because I can now resign the care of 
public affairs here into your hands, and return 
into my native country, — which is what 1 
have desired to do a great while ; and X con- 
fess 1 ought not only to come to you as far 
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as Xaloth, but farther, and tin's without your 
commands : but I desire you to excuse me, 
because I cannot do it now, since I watch the 
motions of Placid us, wlio hath a mind to go 
up into Galilee ; and this I do here at Cha- 
bolo» Do you, therefore, on the receipt of 
this epistle, come hither to me. Fare you 
well.*' 

45 When I had written thus, and given 
the letter to be carried by the soldier, I sent, 
along with him thirty of the Galileans of the best , 
characters, and gave them instructions to salute | 
those ambassadors, but to say nothing else to 
them. I also gave orders to as many of those 
armed men, whom I esteemed most faithful to 
me, to go along with the others, every one with ; 
him w horn he was to guard, lest some conversa- ! 
lion might pass betw'cen those whom I sent and 
those w ho were with Jonathan. So those men 
went [to Jonathan]. But, when Jonathan and 
his partners had failed in this their first at- 
tempt, they sent me another letter, the contents 
whereof were as follow’s “ Jonathan, and 
those with him, to Josephus, send greeting. 
We require thee to come to us to the village 
Gabaroth, on the third day, without any 
armed men, that we may hear what thou hast 
to lay to the charge of John [of Gischala].** 
Wlien they had written this letter they salut- 
ed the Galileans whom I sent i and came to 
Japha, which was the largest village of all 
Galilee, and encompassed with very strong 
walls, and had a great number of inhabitants 
In it. There the mulfitu<le of men, with their 
wives and children, met them, and exclaimed 
loudly against tliem ; and desired them to be 
gone, and not to envy llicm the advantage of 
an excellent commander. With these clamours 
Jonathan and his partners were greatly pro- 
voked, although they durst not show their 
anger openly ; so they made them no answ'cr, 
but went to other villages. But still the same 
clamours met them from all the people, who 
said, “ Nobody should persuade them to have 
any other commander besides Josephus.** So 
Jonathan and his partners went away from 
them without success, and came to Seppho 
ris, the greatest city of all Galilee. Now the 
men of that city, who inclined to the Homans 
in their sentiments, met them indeed, but nei- 
ther praised nor reproached me ; and when 
they were gone dowm from Sepphoris to 
Asochis, the people of that place made a cla- 
mour against them, as those of Japha bad 
done ; whereupon they were able to contain 
themselves no longer, but ordered the armed 
men that were with them to beat those that 
made the clamour with their clubs ; and when 
they came to Gabara, John met them wdth 
three thousand armed men ; but, as I under- 
stood by their letter that they had resolved to 
fight against me, I arose from Chabolo, with 
three thousand iarmed men also, but left in my 
camp one of my fastest friends, and came to Jo- 
tapata, as desirous to be near them, the distance 


being no more than forty furlongs. Whence 
I wrote thus to them : — “ If you are very de- 
sirous that I should come to you, you know 
there are two hundred and forty cities and 
villages in Galilee: I will come to any of 
them which you please, excepting Gabara and 
Gischala, — the one of which is John’s native 
city, and the other in confederacy and friend- 
ship with him.** 

46. When Jonathan and his partners had 
received tliis letter, they wrote me no more 
answ'ers, but called a council of their friends 
together ; and taking John into their consul- 
tation, they took counsel together by wliat 
means they might attack me. John’s opinion 
was, that they should write to all the cities 
and villages that were in Galilee ; for that 
there must be certainly one or two persons in 
every one of them that w'crc at variance with 
me ; and that they should be invited to come, 
to oppose me as an enemy. He would also have 
them send this resolution of theirs to tlie city 
of Jerusalem, that its citizens, upon the know- 
ledge of my being adjudged to be an enemy 
by the Galileans, might themselves also con- 
firm that determination. He said also, that 
when this w as done, even those Galileans who 
were w’ell atfected to me, would desert me, out 
of fear. When John had given them this coun- 
sel, what he had said was very agreeable to 
the rest of them, I was also made acquainted 
w'ith these affairs about the third hour of the 
night, by the means of one Saccheus, who had 
belonged to them, but now deserted them and 
came over to me, and told me what they w'ere 
about ; so I perceived that no time was to be 
lost. Accordingly 1 gave command to Jacob, 
an armed man of my guard, whom I esteemed 
faithful to me, to take tw’o hundred men, and 
to guard the passages that led from Gabara 
to Galilee, and to seize upon the passengers, 
and send them to me, especially such as were 
caught with letters about them . 1 also sent 
jeremias himself, one of my friends, with six 
hundred armed men, to the borders of Galilee, 
in order to watch the roads that led from this 
country to the city Jerusalem ; and gave him 
charge to lay hold of such as travelled with 
letters about them, to keep the men in bonds 
upon the place, but to send me the letters. 

47. When 1 had laid these commands upon 
them,^ 1 gave them orders, and bid them take 
their arms and bring three days’ provision 
wdth them, and be with me the next day, I 
also parted those that were about me into 
four parts, and ordained those of them that 
were most faithful to me to be a guard to my 
body. I also set over them centurions ; and 
commanded them to take care that not a sol- 
dier which they did not know should mingle 
himself among them. Now, on the fifth day 
following, when 1 w'as at Gabaroth, 1 found 
the entire plain that was before the village 
fidl of armed men, who were come out of 
Galilee to assist me : many others of tha 



16 THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 

multitude also out of the village, ran along companions said. As soon as I appeared, 
with me ; but as soon as I had taken my there was immediately an acclamation made 
place, and began to speak to them, they all to me by the whole multitude, and a cry in 
made an acclamation, and called me the Be- my commendation by them, who confessed 
nefactor and Saviour of the country ; and their thanks was owing to me for my good 
when 1 had made them my acknowledge- government of them. 


ments, and thanked them [for their affection 
to me], J also advised them to fight with no- 
body, ' nor to spoil the country, but to pitch 
their tents in the plain, and be content with 
their sustenance they had brought with them ; 
for I told them I had a mind to compose 
these troubles without shedding any blood. 
Now it came to pass, that on the very same 
day those wlio were sent by John with letters, 
fell among the guards whom 1 had appointed to 
watch the roads ; so tlie men were tliemselvcs 
kept upon the place, as my orders were; but 
I got the letters, which wore full of reproaches 
and lies ; and I intended to fall upon these 
men, without saying a word of these matters 
to any body. 

48. Now, as soon as Jonathan and his com- 
panions heard of my coming, they took all 
their own friends, and John with them, and 
retired to the house of Jesus, w'hich indeed 
was a large castle, and no way unlike a cita- 
del ; so they privately led a band of armed 
men tberein, and shut all the other doors but 
one, which they kept open, and they expected 
that I should come out of the road to them, 
to salute them ; and indeed they had given 
orders to the armed men, that wlien 1 came 
they sliould let nobody besides me come in, 
but should exclude others ; as supposing that, 
by this means, they should easily get me 
uiuler their pow'cr ; but they were deceived 
in their expectation, for 1 perceived what 
snares tlicy liad laid for me. Now, as soon 
as 1 was got olY my journey, I took up my 
lodgings over against them, and pretended to 
be asleep ; so Jonathan and his party, think- 
ing that 1 was really asleep and at rest, made 
haste to go down into the plain to persuade 
the people that I was an ill governor: but 
the matter proved otherwise ; for, upon their 
appearance, there was a cry made by the Gali- 
leans immediately, declaring their good opi- 
nion of me as their governor ; and they made 
a clamour against Jonathan and his partners 
for coming to them when they had suffered 
no harm," and as though they would overturn 
their happy settlement ; and desired them by 
all means to go back again, for that they 
would never be persuaded to have any other 
to rijle over them but myself. When I heard 
of this, 1 did not fear to go down into the 
midst of them ; I went therefore myself down 
presently, to hear what Jonathan and his 

j Josephus’s <iirec^ions to his soldiers here are much 
the same that tive Baptist gave (Luke hi. 14) 

“ Do violence U> no man, neither accuse any falsely, 
and be tentent with your wages.” Whence Dr. Hudson 
confirms this conjecture, that Josephus, in some things, 
was, even nnw, a t'ollower oi John the Baptist, which is 
no way iraprobci)*©* i’cc the note on ^ect. S?. 


49. When Jonathan and his companions 
heard this, they were in fear of their own 
lives, and in danger lest they should he as- 
saulted by the Galileans on my account ; so 
hey contrived how they might run away ; but 

as they were not able to get off, for I desired 
;hem to stay, they looked down vvith concern 
at my words to them. I ordered, therefore, 
;hc multitude to restrain entirely their accla- 
mations, and placed the most faithful of my 
armed men upon the avenues, to be a guard 
:o us, lest John should unexpectedly fall 
upon us ; and I encountged the Galileans to 
take their weapons, lest they should be dis- 
:urbed at their enemies, if any sudden insult 
.hould be made upon them ; and then, in the 
rst place, I put Jonathan and his partners in 
mind of their [former] letter, and after what 
naiiner they had written to me, and declared 
,licy were sent by the coiiunon consent of the 
icople of Jerusalem, to make up the dift’er- 
•nces I had with John, and how they had 
[lesired me to come to them ; and as 1 spake 
thus, 1 publicly showed that letter they had 
written, till they could not at all deny what 
they had done, the letter itself convicting them. 
1 tlien said, ** O Jonathan ! and you that are 
sent with him as his colleagues, if I were to 
be judged as to my behaviour, compared with 
that of John’s, and had brought no more than 
two or three witnesses,! good men and true, 
t is plain you had been forced, upon the exa. 
ninatiun of their characters beforehand, to 
discharge the accusations : that, therefore, you 
may be informed that 1 have acted well in the 
affairs of Galilee, I think three witnesses too 
few to be brought by a man that hath done 
as he ouglit to do ; so I gave you all these 
for witnesses. Inquire of them^ how' I have 
lived, and whether I have not behaved myself 
with all decency, and after a virtuous manner 
among them. And I farther conjure you, O 
Galileans ! to hide no part of the truth, but 
to speak before these men as before judges, 
whether I have in any thing acted otherw ise 
than well.” 

50. While 1 was thus speaking, the united 
voices of all the people joined together, and 
called me their Benefactor and l^viour, and 
attested to my former behaviour, and exhorted 

f We here learn the practice of the Jews, in the days 
of Josephus, to inquire into the characters of witnesses 
before they were admitted ; and that their number ought 
to be three, or two at the least, also exactly ju in the law 
of Moses, and in the Apostolical Constitutions, b. ii. 
ch. xxxvii. See Horeb Covenant Revived, page 97, 98. 

t This appeal to the whole body of the Ciahlcans by 
Josephus, and the testimony they gave him of integrity 
1 in his eonduct as their governor, is very like that appeal 
I and testimony in the case of the prophet Samuel 1 1 
Sam. xii. 1— o) ; and perhaps was done by Josephus in 
imitation of him 
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me to continue so to do hereafter ; and .they ready as ftist as they could, I sent tjicn: on 
all said, upon their oatl^, that their wives had this errand the third day after they had been 
been preserved free from injuries, and that no assembled: I also sent five hundred armed 
one had ever been aggrieved by mo. After men with them [as a guard], 1 then wrote 
this, I read to theOalileans two of those epis- to my friends in Samaria, to take care that 
ties which had been sent by Jonathan and his they might safely pass through the country : 
colleagues, and which those whom I had ap- for Samaria was already under the Romans, 
pointed to guard the road had taken, and sent and it was absolutely necessary for those that 
tome, 'rhese w'ere full of reproaches and of j^o quickly [to Jerusalem] to pass through 
lies, as if I had acted more like a tyrant than that country ; for in that road you may, in 


a governor against them ; with many other 
things besides therein contained, which were 
no better indeed tlmn impudent falsities. I 
also informed (he multitude how I came by. 
these letters, and that those who carried them 
delivered them up voluntarily ; for 1 was not 
willing that my enemies should know any 
thing of the guards I had set, lest they should 
be afraid, and leave off waiting hereafter. 

51 » When the multitude heard these things, 
they were greatly provoked at Jonathan and 
his colleagues that were with him, and were 
going to attack them, and kill them ; and this 
they had certainly done, unless I had restrain- 
ed the anger of the Galileans, and said, that 
** I forgave Jonathan anal his colleagues what 
was past, if they would repent, and go to 
their own country and tell those who sent 
them the truth, as to iny conduct.” When I 
had said this, 1 lot them go, although 1 knew 
they would do nothing of what they had pro- 
mised. But Uie multitude were very much 
enraged against them, and entreated me to 
give them leave to punish them for their inso- 
lence j yet did I try all mcdiods to persuade 
them to spare the men ; for I knew that every 
instance of sedition w'as pernicious to the pub- 
lic welfare. But the multitude was too angry 
with thorn to be dissuaded ; and all of them 
went immediately to the house in which Jona- 
than and his colleagues abode. However, 
wlien I perceived that their rage could not be 
restrained, I got on horseback, and ordered 
the multitude to follow me to the village So- 
gane, which was tw'enty furlongs olf Gabara; 
and by using this stratagem, I so managed 
myself, as not to appear to begin a civil war 
amongst them. 

52. But when I was come near Sogane, I 
caused the multitude to make a halt, and ex- 
horted them not to be so easily provoked to 
anger, and to the inflicting such punishu>eiits as 
could not be afterwards recalled : I also gave 
order, that a hundred men, who w'ere already 
^ in years, amj were principal men among them, 
should get themselves ready to go to the city oi 
Jerusalem, and should make a complaint before 
the people, of such as raised seditions in the 
country. And I said to them, that “ in case 
they be moved with what you say, you shall de- 
sire the community to write to me, and to enjoin 
me to continue in Galilee, and to order Jona- 
than and his colleagues to depart out of it.” 
When 1 had suggested these instructions to 
them, and while they were getting themselves 


Jiree days’ time, go from Galileo to Jerusa- 
lem. 1 also went myself, and conducted the 
dd men as far as the bounds of Galilee, and 
set guards in the roads, that it might nut be 
easily known by any one that these men were 
gone. And when I had thus done, I went 
and abode at Japha. 

.53. Now Jonathan and his colleagues, hav- 
ng failed of accomplishing what they would 
hav§ done against me, sent John back to 
Gischala, but went themselves to the city of 
Tiberias, expecting it would submit itself to 
hem ; and this was founded on a letter which 
Jesus, their then governor, had written them, 
promising that, if they came, tlie multitude 
would receive them, and choose to be under 
.heir government; so they went their ways 
with this expectation. But Sila.s, who, as 
I said, had been left curator of Tiberias by* 
me, infonneil me of this, and desired me to 
make haste thither. Accordingly, I complied 
with his advice immediately, and came tliilher; 
but found myself in dange ‘ my life, froir 
the following occasion : Jonathan and his col- 
leagues had been at Tiberias, and had per- 
suaded a great many of such as iiad a quarrel 
with me to desert me ; but when they heard 
of my coming, they were in fear for tliem- 
selvsc, and came to me ; and when they had 
saluted me, they said that 1 was a happy man 
in having behaved myself so well in the go- 
vernment of Galilee; and they congratulated 
me upon the honours that were pai(l rne .* for 
they said that my glory was a credit to them, 
since they had been my teachers and fellow- 
citizens; and they said farther, that it w'us but 
just that they should prefer my friendship to 
them rather than John’s, and that they would 
have immediately gone home, but that they 
staid that they might deliver up John into my 
pow'er; and when they said this, they took 
their oaths of it, and those such as arc most 
tremendous amongst us, and such as 1 did not 
think fit to disbelieve. However, they desired 
me to ledge somewhere else, because the next 
day was the Sabbath ; and that it was not fit 
the city of Tiberias should be disturbed [on 
tliat day]. 

54. So I suspected nothing, and w'entaway 
to Tarichea ; yet did I withal leave some to 
make inquiry in tlie city how matters went, 
and whether any thing w^as said about me : J 
also set many persons all the way that led 
from Taricheae to Tiberias, that they niight 
communicate from one to another, i/ thev 
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learned any news from those that were left in i of the burdens of war, and as one that lived 
the city. On the next day, therefore, they j luxuriously. And as they were discoursing 
all came into the Proseucha; • it was a large thus, they produced four letters as written to 
edifice, and capable of receiving a great num- them, from some people that lived at the bor. 
ber of people ; thither Jonathan went in, and ders of Galilee, imploring that tliey would 
tliough he durst not openly speak of a revolt, come to their assistance, for that there was an 
yet did he say that their city stood in need of i army of Romans, both horsemen and foot- 
a better governor than it then had. But Jesus, j men, who would come and lay waste the coun- 
who was the ruler, made no scruple to speaj^ try on the third day ; they desired tlieni also 
out, and said openly, O fellow-citizens ! it to make haste, and not to overlook tliem.— - 
is better for you to be in subjection to four When the people of Tiberias heard this, they 
than to one ; and those such as are of high thought they spake truth, and made a clamour 


birth, and not without reputation for their 
wisdom j” and ptiinted to Jonathan and his 
colleagues. Uj)oii his saying this, Justus came 
in and commended him for what he had said, 
and persuaded some of the people to be of 
his mind also. But the multitude were not 
pleased with wliat was said, and liad certainly 
gone into a tumult, unless the sixth Rour, 
which was now come, had dissolved the as- 
sembly, at M’liich hour our laws require us to 
go to dinner on Sabbath-days ; so Jonathan 
and bis colleagues put olf their council till the 
next day, and went off without success. When 
I M’as informed of these affairs, I determined 
to go to the city of 'I'iberias in the morning. 
Accordingly, on the next day, about the lirst 
hour of the day, 1 came from Tarichcae, and 
found the multitude already assembled in the 
Proseucha ; but on what account they were 
gotten tt)gethcr, tliose that were assembled did 
not know. But when Jonathan and his col- 
leagues saw me there unexpectedly, they 
were in disorder ; after which they raised a 
report of their own contrivance, that Roman 
'lorsenien were seen at a place called Union, 
111 the borders of Galilee, thirty furlongs dis- 
tant from the city. Upon which report, Jo- 
nathan and ills colleagues cunningly c^xhorted 
me not to neglect this matter, nor to suffer 
the land to be spoiled by the enemy. And 
this they said with a design to remove me out 
of the city, under the pretence of the vvant of 
extraordinary assistance, while they might dis- 
pose the city to be my enemy. 

55. As for myself, altbougr I knew of 
their design, yet did I comply with w’hat they 
proposed, lest the people of Tiberias should 
have occasion to suppose that I was not care- 
ful of their security, I therefore went out ; 
but, when I w as at the place, I found not the 
least footsteps of any enemy ; so 1 returned as 
fast as ever 1 could, and found the whole 
council assen.bletl, and the body of the peo- 
ple gotten together, and J inathan and his col- 
leagues bringing vehement accusations against 
me, as one who had no concern to ease them 

♦ It Is worth noting here, that there was now a great 
Proseucha, or place of prayer, in the city of I’iWsrias 
itself, though leh Proseucha used to be out of cities, 
%s the synagogues were within them. Of them, see Le 
Moyre on Poiyoarifi Epistle, page 76. It is also worth 
our renaMAy tlirrt the Jews, in the days of Josephus, 
used to Hit at the aixLli hour, or nmni $ and that, in 
ob^eitot notions of the law of Moses also. 


against me, and said I ought not to sit still, 
but to go away to the assistance of their coun- 
trymen. Hereupon I said (for I understood 
(he meaning of Jonathan and his colleagues)’ 
that I w’as ready to comply with what they 
proposed, and without delay ti> march to the 
war which they spake of, yet did 1 advise 
them, at the same time, tliat since tliese let- 
ters declared that t!)c Romans would make 
their assault in four several places, they should 
part their forces into five bodies, and make 
Jonathan and bis colleagues generals of each 
body of them, because it was fit for brave men 
not only to give comisei, but to take the place 
of leaders, and assist their countrymen when 
such a necessity ])ressed them ; for, I, it 
is not possible for me to lead more than one 
party. This advice of mine greatly pleased 
the multitude; so they compelled them to go 
forth to the w'ar. But their designs were put 
into very much disorder, because they had not 
done what they had designed to do, on account 
of my stratagem, whicli was opposite to their 
undertakings. 

56. Now there was one whose name was 
Ananias (a wicked man he was, and very mis- 
chievous) ; he ])roposetl that a general religi- 
ous fast f should be .'ippointed the next (lay 
for all the ])eople, and gave onler that at the 
same hour they should come to the same place, 
without any wcajions, to make it manifest be- 
fore God, that wliiJe they obtained bis assist- 
ance, they thought all iliesc weapons useless. 
This he said, not out of piety, but that they 
might catch me and my friends unarmed. 
Now, I w'us lieieupoii forced to comply, lest 
I should ajipear to despise a proposal that 
tended to piety. As soon, therefore, as we 
were gone lunne, Jonathan and his colleagues 
wrote to John to come to them in the morn 
ing, and desiring him to come with as many 
Soldiers as he possibly could, for that they 
should then be able easily to get;,me intotheir^ 
bands, and to do all they desired to do.— - 
When John Iiad received this letter, he resolv- 
ed to comjily w’ith it. As for myself, on the 
next day, 1 ordered two of the guards of my 
body, whom 1 esteemed the most courageous 
and most faithful, to hide daggers under their 

t One may observe here, that thislay-Fharisee, Ana- 
nias, as wc have seen he was (sect. 59), took upon him to 
ait)>oint a fast at Tiberias, and was obeyed ; though in- 
tleed it was not out of religion, but knavith policy. 
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garments, and to go along witli me, that we 
might defend ourselves, if any attack should 
l)e made upon us by our enemies. I also my- 
self took my breast-plate, and girded on my 
sword, so that it might be, as far as it was pos- 
sible, concealed, and came into the Proseucha. 

07. Now Jesus, who was the ruler, com- 
manded that they should exclude all that came 
with me, for he kept the door himself, and 
suffered none but his friends to go in. And 
while wo were engaged in the duties of the 
d:«y, and had betaken ourselves to our pray- 
ers, Jesus got up, and inquired of me what 
was become of the vessels that were taken out ' 
of the king’s palace wlien it was burnt down,; 
[and] of that uncoined silver : and in whose 
possession they now were ? This he said, in 
order to drive away time till John should come. 

I said that Capellus, and the ten principal men 
of Tiberias, had them all ; and I told him that 
they might ask them whether I told a lie or 
not. And when they said they had them, he 
asked me, What is become of those twenty 
pieces of gold which thou didst receive upon 
tlie sale of a certain weight of uncoined mo- 
ney ? I replied, that- 1 had given them to 
(hose ambassadors of theirs, as a maintenance 
for tliem, when they vs'cre sent by them to Je- 
rusalem. So Jonathan and his colleagues sun: 
.hat 1 had not done well to pay the ambassa- 
dors out of the j)uhlic money. And when 
the multitude were very angry at them for 
this, for they perceived tlie w'ickedness of the 
men, I understood that a tumult was going to 
arise ; and beiitg desirous to provoke the peo- 
ple to a greater rage against the men, 1 said, 
** Put if I have not done w'ell in paying our 
ambassadors out of tlie public stock, leave off 
your anger at me, ibr I will repay the Iw’euty 
pieces of gold myself.** 

58. When I had said tliis, Jonathan and 
his colleagues held their peace j but the peo- 
ple were still more irritated against them, 
upon their openly showing their unjust ill-wdll 
to me. When Jesus saw this change in the 
people, he ordered them to depart, but desired 
the senate to stay, for that they could not 
examine things of such a nature in a tumult; 
and as the people were crying out tliat they 
would not leave me alone, there came one 
and told Jesus and his friends privately, that 
John and his armed men w ere at hand : where- 
upon Jonathan and his colleagues, being able 
to contain themselves no longer (and perhaps 
the provicUnce of God hereby procuring my 
deliverance, for, had not this been so, 1 had 
certainly been destroyed by John), said, ** O 
you people of Tiberias ! leave off this inquiry 
about the twenty pieces of gold ; for Joseph u.< 
bath not deserved to die for them ; but he 
liath deserved it by liis desire of tyrannizing, 
and by cheating the multitude of the Gali- 
leans with his speeches, in order to gain the 
dominion over them.** When he had said 
tliis, they presently laid hands upon me. and 


‘ endeavoured to kill me : hut as soon as those, 
that w’ere wdth me saw what they did, they 
drew their swords, and threatened to smite 
them, if they offered any violence to me. 
The people also took up stones, and were 
about to throw them at Jonathan ; and so 
they snatched me from the violence of my 
ncraies. 

59. But as 1 WHS gone out a little way, ] 
was just upon meeting John, who was march- 
ng with his armed men. So I was afraid ot 
lim, and turned aside, and escaped by a nar- 
ow passage to tlje lake, and seized on a ship, 
and embarked in it, and sailed over to Tari- 
clieae. So, beyond my expectation, I escaped 
-his daiigei. Whereupon I pre.scntly sent for 
the chief of the Galileans, and told them after 
what manner, against all faith given, I had 
been very near to de.striirtion from Jonathan 
and his colleagues, and the people of Tiberias. 
Upon which the multitude of the Galileans 
were very angry, and encouraged me to delay 
no longer to make w'ar upon them, hut to 
ncrinit them' to go against John, and utterly 
10 destroy him, as wx'll us Jonathan and his 
colleagues. How'cvcr, 1 restrained them, 
hough they were in suc'i a rage, and desired 
them lo tarry a while, \ill we should be in- 
formed what orders those anjhassadors that 
w’ere sent by them to the city of Jerusalem 
should bring thence ; for 1 told them that it 
kvas best to act according to their determina- 
tion ; whereupon they were prevailed on. At 
wliich time also, John, when the snares he 
had laid did not take cU’ect, returned hack to 
Gischala. 

00. Now, in a few days those ambassadors 
whom we iiad sent, came back again and in- 
formed us that the people were greatly pro- 
voked at Ananus, and Simon the son of Ga- 
maliel, and their friends ; that, without any 
public determination, they had sent to Gali- 
lee, and had done their endeavours that I 
might he turned out of the government. The 
ambassadors said farliicr, that the people were 
ready to burn their hou.scs. Tlicy also brought 
letters, whereby the chief men of Jerusalem, 
at the earnest petition of the people, confirm- 
ed me in the government of Galilee, and en- 
joined Jonathan and his colleagues to return 
home quickly. When I had gotten these 
letters, 1 came to the village Aihela, where I 
procured an assembly of the Galileans to meet, 
and hid the ambassadors declare to them the 
anger of the people of Jerusalem at what had 
been done by Jonathan and his colleagues, 
and how much they hated their wdeked doings, 
and how they had confirmed me in the go- 
vernment of their country, as al.so what relat- 
ed to the order they had in wTiting for Jona- 
than and his colleagues to return home. So 
I immediately sent them the letter, and hid 
him that carried it to inquire, as well as he 
cwuld, how they intended to act [on this occa* 

' sion]. 
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61. Now when they had received that let- (furlongs distant from Tiberias; and gave 
ter, and w'ere thereby greatly disturbed, they orders, that when they saw ray signal, they 
sent for John, and for the senators of Tibe- should come down immediately, while 1 my- 


rias, and for the principal men of the Gaba- 
rens, and proposed to hold a council, and de- 
sired them to consider what was to be done 
by them. However, the governors of Tibe- 
rias were greatly disposed to keep the govern- 
ment to themselves ; for they said it was not 
fit to desert their city, now it was committed 
to their trust, and that otherwise I should not 
delay to full upon them ; for they pretended 
falsely that so I had threatened to do. Now 
John was not only of their opinion, but ad- 
vised them, that two of them should go to 
accuse jne before the multitude [at Jerusa- 
IcniT, that I do not manage the affairs of 
(jahlec as I ought to do ; and that they would 
easily persuade the people, because of 
dignity, and because the whole multitude are 
very mutable. — When, therefore, it appeared 
that John had suggested the wisest advice to 
tltem, they resolved that two of them, Jona- 
than and Ananias, should go to the people of 
Jerusalem and the other two [Simon and 
Joazar] should be left behind to tarry at Tibe- 
rias. They also took along with them a hun- 
dred soldiers for their guard. 

G2. However, the governors of Tiberias 
took care to have their city secured w ith walls, 
and commanded their inhabitants to take their 
arms. They also sent for a great many sol- 
diers from John, to assist them against me, if 
there sliould be occasion for them. Now | 
John was at Gischala. Jonathan, therefore, ' 
and tljose that were with him, when they w'ere | 
departed from Tiberias, and as soon as they 
were come to Daburitta, a village that lay in 
the utmost parts of Galilee, in the great plain, 
tney, about midnight, fell among the guards 
1 had set, who botli commanded them to lay 
aside their weapons, and kept them in bonds j 
upon the place, as 1 had charged tlicm to do. j 
This new'S was w-ritten to me by Levi, who 
had the command of that guard committed to 
him by me. Hereupon 1 said nolliing of it 
for two days; and, pretending to know iio- 
tlu’ng about it, 1 sent a message to the people 
of Tiberias, and advised them to lay tlieir 
arms aside, and to dismiss their men, that they 
might go home; but supposing that Jona- 
than, and those that were wdth him, were al- 
ready arrived at Jerusalem, they made re- 
proachful answ ers to me ; yet w'as I not terri- 
fied thereby, but contrived another stratagem 
against them ; for I did not think it agreeable 
with piety to kindle the fire of w'ar against the 
citizens. As I was de^iirous to draw those 
men away from Tib:;rias, I chose out ten 
thousand of the best of my armed men, and 
divided tiicr. into three bodies, and ordered 
them to go privately, and lie still as an am- 
bush, in the villages. 1 also led a thousand 
into aiiottM# tPlage, which lay indeed in the 
mountatA% m did tlie otiiers, but only four 


self lay w ith my soldiers in the sight of every 
body. Hereupon Uie people of Tiberias, at 
the sight of me, came running out of the city 
perpetually, and abused me greatly. Nay, 
their madness was come to that height, that 
they made a decent bier for me, and, standing 
about it, they mourned over me in the w'ay ol 
jest and sport ; and 1 could not but be my 
self in a pleasant humour upon the sight or 
this madness of theirs. 

63. And now being desirous to catch Simon 

by a w'ile, and Joazar with him, 1 sent a mes- 
sage to them, and desired them to come a 
little way out of tlio city, and many of theif 
friends to guard them ; for I said 1 would 
come down to tlicm, and make a league with 
them, and divide the government of Galilee 
w'itli them. Accordingly Simon w'as deluded, 
on account of his imprudence, awd out of the 
hopes of gain, and did not delay to come; 
but Joaz laid for 

him, staid beliind. So w hen Simon was come 
out, and his friends with him for his guard, 
I met him, and saluted him with great civi- 
lity, and professed that I was obliged to him 
for his coining up to me; but a little while 
afterw’ard I walked along w ith him, as though 
J would say something to him by himself; 
and when I had drawn him a good way from 
his friends, 1 look him about the middle, and 
gave him to my friends that were with me, 
to carry him into a village; and commanding 
iny armed men to come down, I with them 
made an assault upon Tiberias. Now, as llio 
fight grew hot on both sides, and the soldiers 
belonging to 'fiberias were in a fair way to 
conquer me (for my armed men were already 
lied aw'ay), I saw the posture of my aifairs ; 
and encouraging those that wxtc with me, I 
pursued those of Tiberias, even when they 
were already conquerors, into the city. I 
also sent another band of soldiers into the 
city by the lake, and gave them orders to set 
on fire the first house they could seize upon. 
When this was done the i»eople of 'I'iberias 
thought that their city w-as laken- by force, 
and so threw down their arms for fear ; and 
implored, they, their wives, and chiltlren, that 
] would spare tlicir city. So I w'as overper- 
suaded by their entreaties, and restrained the 
soldiers from the vehemcncy with which they 
pursued them ; while 1 myself, upon the com- 
ing on of the evening) returned back with my 
soldiers, and w’ent to refresh myself. 1 also 
invited Simon to sup with me, and comforted 
him on occasion of what had happened ; and 
1 promised that 1 would send him safe and 
secure to Jerusalem, and withal would give 
him provisions for his journey thither. 

64. But on the next day, I brought ter 
thousand armed men with me, and came to Ti- 
berias. I then sent fur the principal ni^n of the 
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multitude into the public place, and enjoined < 
them to tell me who were the authors of the 
revolt ; and when they told me who the men 
were, I sent them bound to the city Jotapata; 
but, as to Jonathan and Ananias, I freed them 
from their bonds, and gave them provisions 
for their journey, together with Simon and 
Joazar, and five hundred armed men who 
should guard them ; and so I sent them to 
Jerusalem. The people of Tiberias also came 
to me again, and desired that 1 would forgive 
them for what they had done ; and they said 
they would amend what they had done amiss 
witli regard to me, by their fidelity for the 
time to come ; and they besought me to pre- 
serve what spoils remained upon the plunder 
of the city, for those that had lost them. 
Accordingly, I enjoined those that had got 
them, to bring them all before us ; and when 
they did not comply for a great while, and I saw 
one cf the soldiers that were about me with a 
garment on that was more splendid than ordi- 
nary, I asked him whence he had it; and when 
lie replied that he had it out of the plunder 
of the city, J had him punished with stripes; 
and I threatened all the rest to inflict a severer 
punishment upon them, unless they produced 
before us whatsoever tliey had plundered ; and 
when a great many spoils were brought to- 
gether, J restored to every one of Tiberias 
what t ley claimed to be tlieir own. 

b'.?. And now 1 uni come to this part of 
iny narration, I have a mind to say a few 
things to Justus, wiio hath himself written a 
history concerning these alluirs ; as also to 
Dtheis who profess to write history, but have 
little regard to truth, and are not afraid, either 
out of ill-will or good-will to some persons, 
to relate falsehoods. These men do like those 
who compose forged deeds and conveyances ; 
and because they are not brought to the like 
punislsment with them, they have no regard 
to truth. When, therefore, Justus undertook 
to write aliunt these facts, ind about the 
Tewisli war, that he might appear to have 
been an industrious man, he falsified in what 
he related about me, and could not speak 
trutli even about his owui country ; whence it 
is that, being belied by him, 1 am under a 
necessity to make my defence ; aiid so I shal’ 
say what 1 have concealed till now ; and let 
no one wonder that 1 have not told the world 
these things a great while ago ; for althougl] 
it be necessary fot a historian to write the 
truth, y^t is such a one nut bound severely to 
animadvert on the wickedness of certain men. 
-—not out of any favour to them, but out of 
an author’s own moderation. How tiien 


—for before ever I was appointed governor 
of Galilee by the community of Jerusalem, 
both thou and all the people of Tiberias had 
not only taken up arms, but had made war 
w'itli Decapolis of Syria. Accordingly, thou 
liadst ordered their villages to be burnt, and a 
domestic servant of thine fell in the battle. 
Nor is it I only w-ho say this ; but so it is 
written in the Commentaries of Vespasian, 
the emperor ; as also how the inhabitants of 
Decapolis came clamouring to Vespasian at 
Ptolemais, and desired that thoii, w'ho wast 
he author [of that war], niightst be brought 
to punishment; and thou hadst certainly been 
ininished at the command of Vespasian, had 
not king Agrippa, who had power given him 
to have thee put to death, at the earnest en- 
treaty of Ills sister IJernice, changed the pu- 
nishment from death into a long imprison- 
ment. Thy political administration of affairs 
afterward doth also clearly discover belli thy 
other behaviour in life, and that thou w'ast the 
occasion of thy country’s revolt from the Ho- 
mans ; plain signs of which 1 shall produce 
presently. I have also a mind to say a few 
things to the rest of the peoi)le of Tiberias on 
thy account ; and to demonstrate to those 
that light upon this history, that you bare no 
good-will, neither to the Uomans nor to the 
king. To be sure, the greatest cities of Gali- 
lee, O Ju.stus ! were Sepphoris, and thy coun- 
try Tiberias ; but Sepphoris, situated in the 
very midst of Galilee, and having many vil 
lages about it, and able with ease to have been 
bold and troublesome to the Romans, if they 
had so pleased, — yet did it resolve to con- 
tinue faithful to those their masters, and at 
the same time excluded me out of their city, 
and prohibited all the* from joining 

with the Jews in the war ; and, that they might 
be out of ilangcr from me, tliey, by a wile, 
got leave of me to fortify their city with walls; 
they also, of their ow n accord, admitted of a 
garrison of Roman legions, sent them by Ces- 
tius Gallus, who was then president of Syria, 
and so had me in contempt, though I was then 
very powerful, and all wore greatly afraid of 
me ; uiid at the same time that the greatest of 
our cities, Jerusalem, was besieged, and that 
temple of oiir.5, w'hich belonged to us all, was 
in danger of falling under the enemy’s power, 
they sent no assistance thither, as not willing 
to have it thought they would bear arnw 
against tlie Romans; but as for thy country, 
O Justus! situated upon the lake of Genc- 
saretli, and distant from Hippos thirty fur- 
longs, from Gadara sixty, and from Scytho- 
polis, which was under the king’s jurisdiction. 


comes it to pass, O Justus! thou most saga- a hundred and tvvenly ; when there was no 
cious of writers (that I may address myself Jewish city near, it might easily have pre- 
to him as if he were here present), for so thou served its fidelity [to the Romans] if it had so 
boastest of thyself, that I and the Galileans pleased them to do; for the city and its pco- 
have been the auth^s of that sedition which pie had plenty of weapons; but, as thou say- 

.1 c*'.r ' -* — T .A... • 


thy country engagj 


hvtfr^agaiHSt I 


^w'as then die autiior [of tlteir revolt] ; 


mans and against tie kipg [ A giij^pay junior] O Justus ' who was that author «/* 

LZ_; ' 
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eei'Uiards for thou knoM^cst that I was in the what was done against the people of Jeriisa- 
power of the Romans before Jerusalem was lem exactly. But how should that be ? fof 
besieged, and before the same time Jotapata neither wast thou concerned in that war, nor 
was taken by force, as well as many other for- hast thou read the commentaries of Caesar; 
tresses, and a great many of the Galileans of which we have evident proof, because thou 
fell in the war. It was therefore then a pro- hast contradicted those commentaries of Caesar 


per time, when you were certainly freed from 
any fear on my account, to throw away your 
weapons, and to demonstrate to the king and 
to the Romans, that it was not of choice, but 
as forced by necessity, that you fell into the 
war against them ; but you staid till Vespasian 
came himself as far as your walls, witli his 
whole army ; and then you. did indeed lay 
aside your weapons out of fear, and your city 
had for certain been taken by force, unless 
Vespasian had complied with the king’s sup- 
plication for you, and had excused your mad- 
ness. It was not I, therefore, wlio was the 
author of this, but your own inclinations to 
war. Do not you remember how often I got 
you under my power, and yet put none of you 
to death ? Nay, you once fell into a tumult 
one against another, and slew one hundred 
and eighty-five of your citizens, not on ac- 
count of your good-will to the king and to 
the Romans, but on account of your own 
wickedness, and this while I was besieged by 
the Romans in Jotapata. Nay, indeed, were 
there not reckoned up two tliousand of the 
people of Tiberias during tlic of Je 
salcm, some of whom were slain, and the rest 
caught and carried captives ? But thou wilt 
pretend that thou didst not engage in the war, 
since thou didst flee to the king ! Yes, indeed, 
thou didst flee to him ; but I say it was out of 
fear of me. Thou sayest, indeed, that it is J 
who am a wicked man. But then, for what 
reason was it that king Agrippa, who procur- 
ed thee thy life when thou wast condemned to 
die by Vespasian, and who bestowed so much 
riches upon thee, did twice afterward put thcc 
in bonds, and as often obliged thee tv run 
away from thy country, and, w'hen he had once 
ordered thee to be put to death, he granted 
thee a pardon at the earnest desire of Ber- 
nice ? And when (after so many of thy wick- 
ed pranks) he hail made thee his secretary, he 
caught thee falsifying his epistles, and drove 
thee away from his sight. But I shall not 
inquire accurately into these matters of scan- 
dal against thee. Yet cannot I but wonder 
at thy impudence, when thou hast the assur- 
ance to say, that thou hast better related these 
aflfairs [of the war] than have all the others 
that have written about them, whilst thou didst 
not know what wms done in Galilee ; for thou 
wast then at Berytus with the king ; nor didst 


in thy history. But if thou art so hardy as 
toaflirm that thou hast wTitten that history bet- 
ter than all the rest, why didst tho« not pub- 
lish thy history W'hile the emperors Vespasian 
and Titus, the generals in that w'nr, as w'ell as 
:ing Agrippa and his family, who w'ere men 
cry w'cll skilled in the learning of the Greeks, 
were all alive ? for thou hast had it written 
these tw'cnty years, and then mightst thou 
have had the testimony of thy accuracy. But 
now when these men arc no longer with us, 
and thou thinkest thou canst not be contra- 
dicted, thou veiituresl to publish it. But then 
I was not in like manner afraid of my own 
w'riling, but I oflered my books to Iheemjier- 
ors themselves, when the facts were almost 
under mens’ eyes ; for 1 was conscious to my- 
self that 1 had observed the truth of the facts; 
and as I expected to have their attestation to 
them, so 1 was not deceived in such expecta- 
tion. Moreover, I immediately presented my 
history to many other persons, some of whom 
W'ere concerned in the war, as was king Agrip- 
pa and some of his kindred. Now the em- 
peror Titus was so desirous that the knowledge 
of these aflairs should be taken from these 
books alone, that he subscribed hia own hand 
to them, and orderi'd that they should be pub- 
lisiied ; and for king Agrippa, he wrote mesixty- 
tw'o letters, and attested to the trutli of what 
1 had therein delivered ; tw'o of which letters 
1 have here subjoined, and thou inayst there- 
by know' their contents; — “ King Agrippa to 
,Tose))hus, his dear friend, sendeth greeting. 1 
have read over thy book with great pleasure, 
and it appears to me that thou hast done it 
much more accurately, and with greater care, 
than have the other writers. Send n\e the resv 
of these books. F'ATeweW, my dear friend.” 
“ King Agrippa to Josephus, his dear friend, 
sendeth greeting. It seems by what thou hast 
w’ritten, that thou standest in need of no in- 
struction, in order to our information from the 
beginning.’ However, when thou cornest to 
me, 1 will inform thee of a great many things 
which thou dust not know.” So when this 
history w'as perfected, Agrippa, neither by way 
of flattery, which was iiut agreeable to him, 
nor by way of irony, as thou wilt say ''for he 
was entirely a stranger to such an evil dispo- 
sition of mind), but he wrote this by way of 
attestation to what was true, as all that read 


thou know how much the Romans suffered at liistories may do. And so much shall be said 
the siege of Jotapata, or what miseries they concerning Justus, • which I am obliged to 
brought upon us; nor couldst thou learn by add by way of digression, 
inquiry what I tiisi during that siege myself ; 

for all that might afl’ord such iuforma- * The character of this history of Justus of Tiberias, 

tion were Jttite destroyed in that siege. But the rival of our Josephus, whi. h is now lost, with its 
. r*"; 1. ^ XI u X ® -xx -1 only remaining fracincnt, arc L'lven us by a very able 

parhaps thou wilt say, thou hast written of Photius, who read that imtorv. It is intbe 



THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


66. Kow, when 1 had settled the affairs of 
Tiberias, and iiad assembled my friends as a 
sanhedrim, I consulted what I should do as to 
John : whereupon it appeared to be the opin- 
ion of all the Galileans that 1 should arm 
them all, and march against John, and punish 
him as the author of all the disorders that had 
happened. Yet was not I pleased with their 
determination ; as purposing to compose these 
troubles without bloodshed. Upon this I ex- 
horted them to use the utmost care to learn 
the names of all that were under John; which 
when they had done, and I thereby was ap- 
prized who the men were, 1 published an edict, 
wherein I offered security and my right hand 
to such of John's party as had a mind to re- 
pent; and I allowed twenty days* time to such 
as would take this most advantageous course 
for themselves. I also threatened, that unless 
they threw down their arms, I would burn 
their houses, and expose their goods to public 
sale. When the men heard of this, they were 
in no small disorder, and deserted John ; and 
to the number of four thousand threw down . 
their arms, and came to mo. So that no others ' 
staid with John but hisowm citizens, and about 
fifteen hundred strangers that came from the 
metrojiolis of Tyre ; and when John saw that 
he had been outwitted by my stratagem, he 
continued afterward in his own country, and 
was in great fear of me. 

67. lint about this time it was that the peo- 
ple of Sepplioris grew insolent, and took up ! 
arms, out of a confulence they had in the 
strength of their w'alls, and because tliey saw 
me engaged in other affairs also. So they 
sent to Cestius Gallus, who was president of 
Syria, and desired that he would either come 
quickly to them, and take their city under bis 
protection, or send them a garrison. Accord. 
ingly Gallus jiromi.sed them to come, but did 
not ;a*iid word when he would come: and 
when I had learned so much, I took the sol- 
diers iV.dt were with me, and made an assault 

code of his Bibliotheca, and runs thus t — “ I liuve read 
{a-iys 1’hol.iiis) the chronology of .lastus of 'I'ibcriiis, 
whose title is this, I'JVie Chrbiiolofftj of} the Ki/i^s of 
Judah, which succeeded one another.' This [Ju.slusJ 
came out of the city of Tiberias in Galilee. He beeins 
his history from Moses, .ind cuds it not till the death of 
Agrippa, the seventh [ruler] of the family of iieiod, 
and the last king of the Jews; who tookrtlic government 
under Claudius, had it augmented under Nero, and still 
more augmented by Vesiui.dan. He died in the third 
year of Trajan, where also his history ends. lie is very 
concise in his language, and slightly passes over those 
affairs that were most necessary to be insisted on ; and 
oeing mider the Jewish prejuaiei's, as indeed he was 
hirasclfalsn a Jew by birth, he makes not the least men- 
tion of the appearance of Christ, or what things hap- 
ened to him, or of the wonderful works that he did. 
le was the son of a ccrtiin Jew', whose name was I*is- 
tus. He was a man, as he is described by Josephus, of 
a most ))rutligate ' . ’ Iwth'to money and 

to pleasure.^. In public allairs he was opposite to Jose- 
hus; and It is related, that he laid many plots against 
im; hut that Jo.sephus, though he had his em-iny 
frequently imiicr his power, did only reproach him in 
words, and so let him go without farther punishment. 
He says also, that the history which this man wrote is 
for the main fabulous, and chiefly as to those parts where 
he describes the Roman war with the Jews, and the trJi- 
ing of Jerusalem." 
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I upon the people of Sepphoris, and took the 
city by force. The Galileans took this op- 
portunity, as thinking they had now a pro]>er 
time for shewing their hatred to them, since 
they bore ill-will to that city also. They then 
exerted themselves, as if they would destroy 
them all utterly, wdiii those that sojourned 
there also. So they ran upon them, and set 
their houses on fire, as finding them without 
inhabitants ; for the men, out of fear, ran to- 
gether to the citadel. So the Galileans car- 
ried off every thing, and omitted no kind ot 
desolation which they could bring upon their 
countrymen. When I saw this, I was ex- 
ceedingly troubled at it, and commanded them 
lo leave off, and put them in mind that it was 
not agreeable to piety to do such things to 
their countrymen ; but since tliey neither 
would hearken to wliat I exhorted, nor to 
what 1 commanded them to do (for the hatred 
they bore to the people there was too hard for 
iny exhortations to them), I bade those my 
friends, w’ho were most faithful to me, and 
were about me, to give out reports, as if the 
Homans were falling upon the other part of 
the city with a great army ; and this I did, 
that, by such a report being spread abroad, I 
might restrain the violence of the Galileans, 
and preserve the city of Sepplioris. And at 
length this stratagem had its effect ; for, upon 
hearing this report, they v-.ere in fear for them, 
selves, and so they leftofl' plundering, and ran 
away ; and this more especially, because they 
saw me, their general, do tlio same also ; for, 
that I might cause this report to be believed, 
I pretended to be in fear as well as they. — 
Thus were the inhabitants of Sepphoris un- 
expectedly preserved by this contrivance of 
mine. 

G8, Nay, indeed, Tiberias bad like to have 
been plundered by the Galileans also upon the 
following occasion : — The chief men of the 
senate wrote to the king, and desired that he 
would come to them, and take possession of 
1 their city. The king promised to como, and 
1 wrote a letter in answer to theirs, and gave it 
' to one of his bed-chamber, whose name was 
Crispus, and wlio was by birth a Jew, to carry 
jit to Tiberias. When the Galileans knew that 
this man carried such a letter, they caught him 
I and brought liim to me ; but as soon as the 
whole multi tilde lie.ard of it, they were en- 
raged, and betook themselves to their arms. 

, So a great many of them got together from 
jail quarters the next day, and came to the city 
Asochis, where I then lodged, and made heavy 
'clamours, and called the city of Tiberias a 
traitor to them, and a friend to the king ; and 
desired leave of me to go dowm and utterly de- 
stroy it ; for they bore the like ill-will to the 
people of Tiberias as they did to those of Sep- 
plioris. 

69. When I heard this, I w as in doubt w’hat 
to do, and hesitated by what means I might 
deliver Tiberias from the rage of the Gall* 
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leans ; for T could not deny that those of Ti 
berias had written to the king, and invited him 
to come to them ; for his letters to them, in 
answer thereto, would fully prove the truth ol 
that. So I sat a long time musing with my> 
self, and then said to them, “ J know wel* 
enough that the people of Tiberias have of- 
fended ; nor shall 1 forbid you to plunder the 
city. However, such things ought to be done 
with discretion ; for they of Tiberias have not 
been the only betrayers of our liberty, but 
many of the most eminent patriots of the 
Galileans, as they pretended to be, have done 
the same. Tarry therefore till I shall thor- 
oughly find out those authors of our danger, 
and then you shall have them all at once under 
your power, with all such as you shall your- 
selves bring in also.’* Upon my saying this, 

I pacified the multitude, and they left olf their 
anger, and went their ways ; and I gave or- 
ders that he who brought the king’s letters 
should be put into bonds ; but in a few days 
I pretended that I was obliged, by a necessary 
affair of my own, to go out of the kingdom. 

1 then called Crispus privately, and ordered 
him to make tlie soldier that kept him drunk, 
and to run away to the king. So when Ti- 
berias was in danger of being utterly destroy- 
ed a second time, it escajied the danger by my 
skilful management, and the care that 1 had 
for its preservation. 

70. About this time it was tliat Justus, the 
son of Pistus, without my knowledge, ran 
away to the king ; the occasion of which I 
will here relate. Upon the beginning of the 
war between the Jews and the Homans, the 
people of Tiberias resolved to submit to the 
king, and not to revolt from the Romans j 
while Justus tiied to persuade them to betake 
themselves to their arms, as being himself de- 
sirous of innovations, and having hopes of 
obtaining the government of Galilee, as w'tll 
as of his own country [Tiberias] also. Yet 
did he not obtain what he hoped for, because 
the Galileans bore ill-will to those of Tiberias, 
and this on account of their anger at what 
miseries they had suffered from them before 
the war ; thence it was that they would not 
endure that Justus should be their governor. 

I myself also, who had been intrusted by the 
community of Jerusalem w-ith the goverii- 
uient of Galilee, did frequently come to that 
degree of rage at Justus, that 1 had almost 
resolved to kill him, as not able to bear his 
mischievous disposition. He was therefore 
much afraid of me, lest at length my passion 
should come to extremity j so he went to the 
king, as supposing that he would dwell better 
and more sately with him. 

71. Now when the people of Sepphoris 
had, in so surprising a manner, escaped their 
first danger, they seut to Cestius Gallus, and 
desired iiim to come to them immediately, and 
take possession of their city, or else to send 
forces sufficient to repress all their enemies* 
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incursions upon them; and at tlie last Uiey 
did prevail with Gallus to send them a consi- 
derable army, both of horse and foot, which 
came in the night-time, and which they ad- 
mitted into the city. But when the country 
round about it was harassed by the Roman 
army, I took those soldiers that were about 
me, and came to Garisme, wdiere I cast up a 
bank, a good way off the city Sepphoris ; and 
when I was at twenty furlongs distance, 1 
came upon it by night, and made an assault 
upon its walls with my forces ; and when I 
bad ordered a considerable number of my sol- 
diers to scale them with ladders, I became 
master of the greatest part of the city. But 
ioon after, our unacquaiiitedness with the 
places forced us to retire, after we had killed 
twelve of the Roman footmen, and two horse- 
men, and a few of the people of Sepphoris, 
with the loss of only a single man of our own. 
And when it afterwards came to a battle in 
the plain against the horsemen, and we had 
undergone the dangers of it courageously for 
a long time, we were beaten ; for upon the 
Romans encompassing me about, my soldiers 
were afraid, and fell back. There fell in that 
battle one of those that had been intrusted to 
guard iriy body ; his name was Justus, whu 
at this time iiad the same post with the king. 
At the same time also there came forces, both 
horsemen and footmen, from the king, and 
Sylla their commander, who was the captain 
of his guard ; this Sylla pitched his camp at 
five furlongs’ distance from Julias, and set a 
guard upon the roads, both that winch led to 
Cana, and that which led to the fortress 
Gamala, that he might hinder their inhabit- 
ants from getting provisions out of Galilee. 

72. As soon as 1 had got intelligence of 
this, I sent two thousand armed men, and a 
captain over them, whose name was Jeremiah, 
who raised a bank a furlong off' Julias, near 
to the river Jordan, and did no more than 
skirmish with the enemy ; till 1 took three 
thousand soldiers myself, and came to them. 
But on the next day, when I had laid an am- 
bush in a certain valley, not far from the 
banks, 1 provoked those that belonged to the 
king to come to a battle, and gave orders to 
my own soldiers to turn their backs upon 
them, until they should have drawn the ene- 
my away from their camp, and brought them 
out jnto the field, which was done accord- 
ingly ; for Sylla, supposing that our party did 
really run away, w'as ready to pursuit them, 
w'hcn our suldi<;rs that lay in ambush took 
them on their backs, and put them all into 
great disorder. 1 also immediately made a 
sudden turn with my ow'n forces, and met 
those of the king’s party, and put them to 
flight. And I had performed great tilings 
that day, if a certain fate had not been my 
hindcrance j for the horse on which I rode, 
and upon whose back I fought, fell into a 
quagmire, and throw me On the ground ; and 
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I was litoiisecl on my wrist, and carried into a 
village named Cepharnome, or Capernaum. 
When my soldiers heard of this, they were 
afraid I had been worse hurt than I was ; 
and so they did not go on with their jnii'suit 
any further, but returned in very great con- 
cern for me. I therefore sent for the physi- 
cians, and while I w-as under their hands, I 
continued feverish that day ; and as the phy- 
sicians directed, I was that night removed to 
Taricheae. 

73. When Sylla and his party w'ere in- 
formed wliat happened to me, they took cou- 
rago again ; and understanding that the w'atch 
was negligently kept in our camp, they by 
night placed a body of horsemen in arnhush 
beyond Jordan, and when it was day they 
provoked us to fight; and fis we did not re- 
fuse it, but ciune into the j)lain, their horse- 
men appeiired out of diat ambush in w'hich 
they laid lain, and put our men info disorder, 
and made thetn run away ; so they slew six 
men of our side. Yet did they not go off* 
witli tlie victoiy at last ; for when they heard 
tliat some arn;e<l men were ssiiled from Ta- 
richeae to Julias, Uiey w'ere afraid, and retired. 

74. It was not now long before Vespasian 
came to Tyre, and king Agri{)pa witli him ; 
hut the Tyrians began to speak reproachfully 
of the king, and called him an enemy to the 
Romans ; for they said that Philip, the gene- 
ral of his anviy, had betrayed the royal palace 
imd the Roman forces that were in Jerusa- 
lem, and tliat it was done by his command. 
When Vespasian heard of tliis report, he re- 
buked the Tyrians for abusing a man who 
was boUi a king and a friend to die Romans; 
but lie exhorted the king to send Philip to 
Rome, to answer for w liat he had done hefon 
Nero. But w4icn Pliilip was sent thither, he 
ilid not come into the sight of Nero, for he 
found him very near dcatli, on account of the 
troubles that then happened, and a civil war ; 
und so ho returned to the king But whei 
Vespasian was come to Ptolemais, the chief 
men ol’ Decapolis of Syria made a clamour 
ngainst Justu.s of Tiberias, because lie had 
set their villages on fire : so Vespasian de- 
livered him to the king, to be put to death by 
those under the king’s jurisdiction ; yet did 
tlie king [only] put him into bonds, and con- 
cealed what he had done from Vespasian, as I 
have before related. But the people of Sep- 
phoris met Vespasian, and saluted him, and 
had forcQ^ sent liim, with Placidu.s their com- 
mander : he also went up with them, as 1 
also followed them, till Vespasian came into 
Galilee. As to which coming of his, and 
after what manner it was ordered, and how 
ho fought his first battle with me near the 
village Tariche®, and how from thence they 
went to Jotapata, aiid how I was taken •live, 
and bound, and how I was afterward loosed, 
with all that was done by me in the Jewish 
war, and during the siege of Jerusalem, I 


have accurately related tlicm in the books 
concerning the War of the Jews. However, 
it will, 1 think, bo fit for me to add now an 
account of tliose actions of my life which I 
have not related in that book of the Jewish 
w’ar. 

75. For, when the siege of Jotapata was 
over, and I was among the Romans, I was 
kept with much care, by means of tlie great 
respect that Vespasian showed me. More- 
over, at his command, I married a virgin, who 
was from among the captives of that countiy ; * 
yet did she not Jive with me long, hut w'as 
divorced, upon my being freed from niy bonds, 
and my going to Alexandria. However, I 
niairicd anoLlier w'ife at Alexandria, and wms 
thence sent, together with Titus, to the siege 
of Jerusalem, and was frequently in danger 
of being put to death, — while both the Jews 
were very desirous to get me under their powder, 
in order to have me punished ; and tlje Itomans 
also, whenever they were beaten, supposed 
that it W'as occasioned by my treachery, and 
made continual clamours to the emperors, 
and desired that they would bring me to pu- 
nishment, as a traitor to them : hut Titus 
Ciesar was well acquainted wdtli the uncer- 
tain fortune of war, and returned no answer 
to the soldiers’ vehement solicitations against 
me. Moreover, when the city Jerusalem W’as 
taken Viy force, Titus Caesar persuaded me 
frwjuently to take whatsoever 1 would of the 
ruins of my country, and said that he gave 
me leave so to do ; hut when my country was 
destroyed, I thought nothing else to he of any 
value which I could take and keep as a com- 
fort under my calamities ; so I made this re- 
quest to Titus, tliat ii»y family might have 
their liberty ; I had also the holy books f by 
Titus’s concession : nor was it long after, 
that 1 asked of him the life of my brother, 
and of fifty friends with him ; and was not 
denied. When I also went once to the tem- 
ple, by the permission of Titus, where there 
were a great multitude of captive women ai>d 
children, I got all those that I remembered, 
as among my own friends and acquaintances, 
to be set free, being in number about one 
hundred and ninety ; and so I delivered them, 
without their paying any price pf redemption, 
and restored Uieui to tlieir former fortune; 
and when I was sent by Titus Csesar with 
Ccrealius, and a thousand horsemen, to a cer< 
tain vilLage called lliecoa, in order to know* 
whether it were a place fit for a camp, as I 
came back, 1 saw many captives crucified ; 

♦ Here Jocephus, a priest, honesUy oonfeases that he 
did that at the command of Vespasian, which he had 
before told us was not lawful for a priest to do by the 
law of Moses, Antiq. b. iii. ch. xii. sect. 2. I mean, the 
taking a captive woman to wife. See also Against An* 
piun, b. i. sett. 7. But he seems to have been quickly 
sensible that his compliance with the.^ l omroands of an 
emperor would not excuse him, for he soon put her 
away, as K eland justly observes here. . 

f Of this most remarkable clause, and its most im- 
portant consequences, see Essay on the Old Testament. 

193->19a. 
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and remembered three of them as my formei 
acquaintance. I was very sorry at this in my 
mind, and went with tears in my eyes to 
Titus, and told J)im of them ; so he imme- 
diately commanded them to be taken down, 
and to have the greatest care taken of them, 
in order to their recovery ; yet two of them 
died under the physician’s hands, wiiile the 
third recovered. 

76. But when Titus had composed the 
troubles in Judea, and eoiijcctured that the 
lands which 1 had in Judea would bring me 
no profit, because a garrison to guard the 
country was afterward to pitch there, he gave 
me another country in the plain ; and, when 
he was going aw’ay to Rome, he made choice 
of me to sail along with him, and paid me 
great respect ; and when we were come to 
Rome, I had great care taken of me by Ves- 
pasian ; for he gave me an apartment in his 
own house, which he lived in before he came 
to thi empire. He also honoured me wdth 
the privilege of a Roman citizen, and gave 
me an annual pension; and continued to 
respect me to the end of his life, without any 
abatement of his kindness to me ; which very 
thing made me envied, and brought me into 
danger ; for a certain Jew, whose name was 
Jonathan, who had raised a tumult in Cyrene, 
and had persuaded two thousand men of that 
country to join with him, w’as the occasion of 
their ruin j but when he was bound by the 
governor of that country, and sent to the em- 
peror, he told him that I had sent him both 
weapons and money. However, he could not 
conceal his being a liar from Vespasian, who 
condemned him to die ; according to which 
sentence he was put to death. Nay, after 
that, when those that envied ray good fortune 
did frequently bring accusations against me, 
by God's providence 1 escaped them all. I 


also received from Vespasian no small qiiati* 
tity of land, as a free gift, in Judea; about 
which time 1 divorced my wife also, as not 
pleased with her behaviour, though not till 
she had been the mother of three children ; 
two of whom are dead, and one, whom 1 
named Hyreanus, is alive. After this I mar- 
ried a wife who had lived at Crete, but a Jew- 
ess by birth : a woman she was of eminent 
parents, and such as were the most illustrious 
in all the country, and whose character was 
beyond that of most other women, as her fu- 
ture life did demonstrate. By her I Iiad two 
sons; the cider’s name was Justus, and the 
next Simonides, who was also named Agrip})a : 
and these were the circumstances of my do- 
mestic affairs. However, the kindness of tlie 
mperor to me continued still the same; for 
when Vespasian was dead, Titus, w'ho suc- 
ceeded him in the government, kept up the 
same respect for me which I had from his 
‘ather ; and when I had frequent accusations 
laid against me, he would not believe them . 
and Domitian, who succeeded, still augment- 
’d his respects to me ; for he punished those 
Jews that were my accusers; and gave com. 
niand that a servant of mine, who was a 
unuch, and my licenser, should bo punished. 
He also made that country I had in Judea 
lax free, which is a mark of the greatest ho- 
nour to him who hath it; nay, Domitia, the 
wife of Caesar, continued to do me kindnesses: 
And tliis is the account of the actions of my 
whole life; and let others judge of my cha- 
racter by them as they please ; but to thee, O 
Epaphroditus,* thou most excellent of men ! 
do I dedicate all this treatise of our Antiqui- 
ties ; and so, for the present, I here conclude 
the whole. 

• Of this Kpaphroditus, see the note on the Preface 
to the Antiquities. 
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PREFACE.* 


§ 1. Those wlio undcrtJike to write histories, 
do not, I perceive, take tliat trouble on one 
and tlie same account, but for many reasons, 
and those such as are very dilferent one from 
another j for some of them apply themselves 
to this part of learning to show their skill in 
composition, and that they may therein acquire 
a reputation for speaking finely; others of them 
tlierc are who write histories, in order to gra- 
tify those that happened to be concerned in 
them, and on that account have spared no 
pains, blit ratlier gone beyond their own abi- 
lities in the perform -in ce ; but others there arc, 
wlio, of necessity and by force, are driven to 
write history, because they are concerned in 
the facts, and so cannot excuse themselves 
from committing them to writing, for the ad- 
vantage of posterity : nay, there are not a few 
wiio are induced to draw their historical facts 
out of darkness into light, and to produce 
them for the benefit of the public, on account 
of the great importance of the facts them- 
selves with which they have been concerned. 
Now of these several reasons for writing his- 
tory, I must profess the two last were my own 
reasons also; for since I was myself interested 
in that war which wc Jews had with the Ro- 
mans, and knew myself its particular actions, 
and what conclusion it had, I was forced to 
give the history of it, because I saw that 
otliers perverted tlie truth of those actions in 
tlieir writings. 

2. Now I have undertaken the present 
work, as thinking it will appear to all the 
Greeks f worthy of their study ; for it will 
contain all our antiquities, and the constitu- 
tion of our«governmcnt, as interpreted out of 
the Hebrew Scriptures ; and indeed I did for- 
merly intend, when I wrote of the war, ^ tO 
explain who the Jews originally — what 
fortune.* they had been subject to,— -and by 

j 

* This prefaot of Josephus is excellent in its kind, 
and highly worthy tlu* repeated perusal of the reader, 
before ho set about the perusal or the work itself. 

t That is, all the Clentties, both Greeks and Roni|MU< 

t We seiksonabW note heri^that Josephus wrbte 
his Seven Books of the Jewish War, long before he 
wrote these his Antiquities. Tiiose books of the War 
were published about A. D. 15 ; and these AntiquiUes, 
A. IJi, 93 1 about eightocn years later 


what legislator they had been instructed in 
piety, and the exercise of other virtues,— 
what wars also they Iiad made in remote ages, 
till they were unwillingly engaged in this last 
w'ith the Romans ; hnt because this work 
would take up a great compass, I separated it 
into a set treatise by itself, with a beginning 
of its own, and its own conclusion ; but in 
process of time, as usually happens to such 
as undertake great things, I grew weary, and 

nt on slowly, it being a large subject, and 
a difficult thing to translate our Iiistory into 
a foreign, and to us unaccustomed language. 
However, some persons there w’ere who de- 
sired, to know our history, and so exhorted 
me to go on with it ; and, above all the rest, 
Epaphroditus, § a man who is a lover of all 
kind of learning, but is principally delighted 
with the knowledge of history ; and this on 
account of his having been himself concerned 
in great affairs, and many turns of fortune, 
and having shewn a wonderful vigour of an 
excellent nature, and an immoveable virtuous 
resolution in them all. 1 yielded to this man’s 
persuasions, who always excites such as have 
abilities in what is useful and acceptable, to 
join their endeavours wdtli his. I was also 
ashamed myself to permit any laziness of dis- 
position to have a greater influence upon me 
than the delight of taking pains in such studies 
as were very useful ; I thereupon stirred up 
myself, and went on with my work more 
cheerfully. Besides the foregoing’motives, I 
had others which I greatly reflected on ; and 
the.se were, that our forefathers were willing 
to communicate such things to others ; and 
j tliat some of the Greeks took considerable 
pains to know the affairs of our nation. 

S. I found, therefore, that the second of 
the Ptolemies was a king who was extraor- 
dinarily diligent in what concerned learning 
and the collection of books ; that he was also 

S This Epaphroditus was certainly alive in the third 
year of Trajan, A- D. 100. .See the note on the first 
book Against Anion, sect. 1. Who he was we do not 
for as to Epaphroditus, the frctxi-inan of Nero, 
and afterwards Doinitian’s secretary, who was put to 
death by Domltlan, in the Hth or 15th year of his 
vciga, he coi»ld not be alive in the third of TndiUb 
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peculiarly amv)itious ti) procure a translation 
of our law, and of the constitution of our 
government therein contained, into tlie Greek 
tongue. Now Eieazar, the high priest, one 
not inferior to any other of that dignity 
among us, did not envy the forenamed king 
the participation of tliat advantage, which 
otherwise he would for certain have denied 
him, but that ho knew the custom of our 
nation wxis, to Iiinder nothing of w'bat we 
esteemed ourselves from being communicated 
to otliers. Accordingly, I thought it became 
me both to imitate the generosity of our high 
priest, and to suppose there might even now 
be many lovers of learning like the king ; for 
he did not obtain all our writings at that time; 
but those who were sent to Alexandria as in- 
terpreters, gave him only the books of the 
law, while tiiere were a vast number of other 
matters in our sacred books. Ti ey indeed 
contain in them the histoi*y of live thousand 
years ; in which time happened many strange 
accidents, many chances of war, and great 
actions of the commanders, and mutations of 
the form of our government. Upon the 
whole, a man that will peruse this history, 
may principally learn from it, that all events 
succeed well, even to an incredible degree, 
and the reward of felicity is proposed by God; 
but then it is to those that follow his will, and 
do not venture to break his excellent laws; — 
and tliat so far aq men any way apostatize 
from the accurate observation of them, what 
was practicable before, becomes impractica* 
ble ; * and whatsoever they set about aa a good 
thing is converted into an incurable calamity : 
—and now 1 exhort all those that peruse these 
books to apply their minds to God ; and to 
examine tlie mind of our legislator, whether 
he hath not understood his nature in a man- 
ner w orthy of him ; and hath not ever ascrib- 
ed to him such operations as become liis 
power, and hath not preserved his writings 
from those indecent fables which others have 
framed, although, by the great distance of 
time when he lived, lie might have securely 
forged such lies ; for he lived two thousand 
years ago ; at which vast distance of ages the 
poets themselves have not been so hardy as to 
fix even the generations of their gods, much 
less the actions of their men, or tlicir own 
laws. As I proceed, therefore, I shall accu- 
rately describe what is contained in our re- 
cords, in the order of time tliat belongs to 
them ; for 1 have already promised so to do 
throughout this undertaking, and this without 
adding any thing to what is therein contained, 
or taking away any thing therefrom. 

4. But because almost all our constitution 
depends on the wisdom of Muses, our legisla- 
tor, 1 cannot, avoid saying somewhat concern- 
ing him beforehand, tliough 1 shall do it brief- 

• here plainly alludes to the famous Greek 

proVil)|ii If Cod be with us, every thing that is impos 
tibia possible. 
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ly ; I moan, because otherwise tliose that read 
my book may wonder how it conies to pass 
that my discourse, which promises an ^'count 
of laws and Iiistorical facts, contains so much 
of philosophy. The reader is therefore to know, 
that Moses deemed it exceeding necessary, 
that he who would conduct his own life well, 
nd give laws to others, in the first place 
should consider the divine nature, and upon 
the conternplalioii of God’s operations, should 
thereby imitate the best of all patterns, so far 
as it is possible for human nature to do, and 
to endeavour to follow after it; neither could 
the legislator himself have a right mind with- 
out such a contemplation ; nor would any 
hing he should write tend to the promotion 
of virtue in his readers; I mean, unless tlvey 
be taught first of ail, that God is the Fatlier 
and Lord of all things, and sees all things, 
ind that thence he bestows a happy life upon 
hose that follow him ; but plunges such as 
:lo not walk in the paths of virtue into inevit- 
iblc miseries. Now when Moses nas desirous 

0 teach this lesson to his countrymen, he did 
lOt begin the establishment of his laws after 
,he same manner that other legislators did ; J 
mean, upon contracts and other rites between 
one man and. another, but by raising their 
minds upwards to regard God, and his crea- 
tion of the world ; and by persuading them, 
that we men arc the most excellent of the 
creatures of God upon earth. Now when 
once he had brought them to submit to reli« 
jion, he easily persuaded them to submit in 
all other things ; for, as to other legislators, 
they followed fables, and, by their discourses, 
transferred the most reproachful of human 
vices unto the gods, and so afforded wicked 
men the most plausible excuses for their 
crimes; but, as for our legislator, when he had 
once demonstrated that God was possessed of 
perfect virtue, he sujiposed that men also 
ought to strive after iJie jiarticipatJon of it ; 
and on those who did nut so think and so 
believe, he inflicted the severest punishments. 

1 exhort, therefore, my readers to examine 
this wliole undertaking in that view ; for 
thereby it will appear to them that there is 
notiling therein disagreeable eitheii^o the ma- 
jesty of God, or to his love to mankind ; for 
all things have here a reference to the nature 
of tlie universe; while our legislator speaks 
some things wisely, but enigmatically, and 
otliers under a decent allegory, but still ex- 
plains such things as required a ^irect expli- 
cation plainly and expressly. However, those 
that have a mind to know the reasons of every 
thing, may find here a very curious philoso- 
phical theory, which I now indeed shall w.nve 
the explication of; but if God ^afford me time 
for it, 1 will set about writing it, f after 1 

t As to this intended work of Jiisephus, aniccming 
the reasons of many of the Jewish laws, and what nlu- 
losophical or allegorical sense they would bear, the Io» 
of which work is by some of tho learned not much 
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have finished the present work. I shall now creation of tlie world, which T find dcscriM 
betake myself to the history before me, after in the sacred books after the manner follow. 
1 have first mentioned what Moses says of tlie ing. 


BOOK 1. 


CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THREE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 
TIIIHTY-THREE YEARS. 

FROM THE CREATION TO THE DEATH OF ISAAC. 


CHAPTER I. 

TIIF CONSTITUTION OF THE WOULD, AND THE 
DISPOSITION OF THE ELEMENTS. 

§ 1. In the beginning God created the hea- 
ven and the earth ; but when the earth did 
not come into sight, but was covered with 
thick darkness, and a wind moved upon its 
surface, God commanded that there should be 
light ; and wlien that was made, he considered 
;hc whole mass, and separated the light and 
the darkness ; and the name he gave to one 
was Nighlf and the other he called Day ; and 
he named the beginning of light and the time 
of rest, The Evening and The Morning / and 
this wtjs indeed the first day : but Moses said 
it was one day, — the cause of which I am 
able to give even now ; but because I have 
promised to give such reasons for all things 
in a trea tise by itself, I shall put off its expo- 
sition tiii that time. After this, on the second 
clay, lie placed the heaven over the whole 
world, and separated it from the other jiarts ; 
and he determined it should stand by itself. 
He also placed a crystalline [Brmamcnt] round 
it, and put it together in a manner agreeable 
io the earth, and fitted it for giving moisture 
and rain, and for afifording the advantage of 
dews. On the third day he appointed the 
dry land to appear, with the sea itself round 
about it ; and on jtbe very same day he made 
the plants and the seeds to spring out of the 
earth. Oln the fourth day he adorned the 
heaven witli the sun, the moon, and the other 
stars; and appointed them their motions and 
courses, that the vicissitudes of the seasons 
might be dearly signified, And on the fifth 

gretted, I am inclinable lu part to Fabricius's opinion, 
ap. Havercamp, p. (>.>» that ** we need not doubt 
but, among some vain frigid conjectures derived 
troip Jewisn imaginatioM,lbficphus would have taught 
m a greater numbti^of ejcoelicnt and useful things, 
which perhaps nohilfy, neiiier among the Jews nor 
amo:>g tlie XTiristlans, can oAw inform ns of ; so that 1 
w^dgive a great deal to And it still extanL" 


day he produced the living creatures, liOth 
those tliat swim and those that fly ; the former 
in the sea, the latter in the air : he also sorted 
them as to society and mixture, for procrea- 
tion, and that their kinds might increase and 
multiply. On tlie sixth day he created the 
four-footed beasts, and made them male and 
female : on the same day he also formed man 
Accordingly Moses says, That in just six days 
the world and all that is therein was made ; 
and that the seventh day was a rest, and a re^ 
lease from the labour of such operations 
whbnce it is that we celebrate a rest from our 
labours on that day, and call it the Sabbath ; 
which word denotes rest in the Hebrew tongue. 

2. Moreover, Moses, after the seventh day 
was over, * begins to talk philosophically ; and 
concerning the formation of man, says thus ; 
That God took dust from the ground, and 
formed man, and inserted in him a spirit and 
a soul, f This man w^as called Adam, which 
in the Hebrew tongue signifies one that is red, 
because he was formed out of red earth, com- 
pounded together ; for of that kind is virgin 
and true earth. God also presented Uie lining 
creatures, when he had made them, according 
to their kinds, both male and female, to Adam, 
who gave them those names by which they are 
still called. But when he saw that Adam had 

* Since Josephus, in his Preface, sect. 4, aaySk that 
Moses wrote some things enigpiatically, some allCgorb 
cally, and the rest in plain words, since in his account 
of the first chapter of Genesis, and the first three vefscs 
of the second, he gives us no hints of any mystery 
at all ? but when he here comes to ver. 4, &c. he says 
that Moses, after tlie seventh day was over, began to 
talk philosophically, it is not very improbable tiiat he 
understood the rest of the second and the third chap- 
ters in some enigmatical, or allegorical, or philosophical 
sense. The chaise of tl\e name of God, just at thi:i 
place, flrom Elohiro to Jehovah Elohlin ; from God to 
Lord God, in the MeBrew, Samaritan, and Septuagint, 
does also not a little favour some such change in the 
narration or construction. 

1: We may observe here, that Josephus guppos^ man 
to ba compounded of spirit, soul, and body, with ..t 
Paul, 1 Thes. V. 23, and the rest of the ancients s he 
rtsewhere says also, that tlic blood of animals was for- 

oidden to be eaten, as having in it soul oiul spirit. An , 

ti . b. lit. cliap. xl- sect. 2. _ 
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no fcmulti companion, no society, for there then lived together with Adam and his wife, 
was no such created, and that he w’ondered at showed an envious disposition, at his supposal 
the other animals which were male and female, of their living happily, and in obedience to 
he laid him asleep, and took away one of his the commands of God; and imagining, that, 
ribs, and out of it formed the woman ; where- when they disobeyed them, they would fall 
upon Adam knew her when she w'as brouglr into calamities, he persuaded the woman, out 
to him, and acknowledged that she w'as made of a malicious intention, to taste of the tree 
out of hinaself. Now a woman is called in of knowledge, telling them, that in that tree 
the Hebrew tongue Jssa; but the name of was the knowledge of good and evil; which 
this woman was Eve, which signifies the mo~ knowledge w’heii they should obtain, they 


ther all living, 

S. Moses says farther, that God planted a 
paradise in the east, flourishing with all sorts 
of trees; and that among them was the tree 
of life, and another of knowledge, whereby 
wa.s to be known w'hat wa'j good and evil ; 
and that when he brought Adam and his wife 
into this garden, he commanded tliem to take 
care of the plants. Now the garden w'as wa- 
tered by one river, • which ran round about 
the whole earth, and was parted into four 
parts. And Phison, which denotes a multi- 
tude, running into India, makes its exit into 
the sea, and is by the Greeks called Ganges. 
Euplirates also, as well as Tigris, goes down 
into the Red Sea. f Now the name Euphra- 
tes, or Phrath, denotes either a dispersion, or j 
a flower: by Tigris, or Diglath, is signified 
what is swift, with narrowness; and Geon 
runs through Egypt, and denotes what arises 
from the east, which the Greeks call Nile. 

4. God therefore commanded that Adam 
and his wife should eat of all the rest of the 
plants, but to abstain from the tree of know 
ledge ; and foretold to them, that, if they j 
touched It, it would prove their destruction, j 
But while all the living creatures had one! 
language,! at that time the serpent, which I 

nud- I 

♦ Whence this strange notion came, which yet is not 
peculiar to Josephus, but, as Dr. Hudson say.s here, is 
derived from older authors, as if four of the greatest 
rivers in the world, running two of them at vast dis- 
tances from the other two, by some? means or other wa- 
tered paradise, is hard to say. Only, since Josephus has 
already appi'ared ti) allegorize this history, aitvl take no- 
tice that these four names had a particulai signitication ; 
Pliison for (lanps, a vvuUiUtde; Phnrth for Kuphrates, ^ 
cither a dispersion or ajlcnvert Diglath for Tigiis, what 
is swift, with narrowness ; atul (icon for Nile, w/iai 
arises from the mst,— we perhaps mistake him when 
wo sup|K)se he literally means tho.se for rivers; especial- 
ly as to Geon or Nile, which arises from the east, while 
he very well knew tlio literal Nile ari.ses from the south; 
though what farther allegorical sense he had in view, is 
now, 1 fear, impossible to be determined. 

t By the Red Sea is not here meant the Arabian Gulf, 
which alone we now call by that name, but all that South 
Sea, which included the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf, 
&s far .as the Past Indies ; as Reland and Hudson here 
truly note, from the olil geographers. 

t Hence it appears that .losephus thought several, at 
least, of the brute animals, particularly the seipcnt, 
could speak before the Fall. Ami I think few of the 
more )a?rfeet kinds of those animals want the organs of 
speech at this day. Many inducements there are also 
to a notion, that the present state tliey are in is not their 
original state ; and that their capacHies have been once 
much greater than we now see them, and are capable of 
being restored to their former condition. Rut as to this 
most ancient, ni**' authentic, ami probably allegorical 
account ( f that adau cu iJu rail ot our first pa- 

rents, I have sonfcwhat more to say m way of conjec- 
tur#» tMirf being only a conjecture, I omit it: only thus 
Uett imputation of the sin of our first parents 

to their Posterity, any farther than as some way the 
tuc Of O^asion of man’s inorbility, seems almost en- 


would lead a happy life, nay, a life not infe- 
rior to that of a god : by which means he 
overcame the woman, and persuaded her to 
despise the command of God. Now when 
she had tasted of that tree, and was pleased 
with it.s fruit, she persuaded Adam to make 
use of it also. Upon this they perceived that 
they were become naked to one another; and 
being ashamed thus to appear abroad, they 
nvented somewhat to cover them ; for the free 
iliarpened their understanding ; and they co- 
vered themselves with fig-leaves ; and tying 
.hese before them, out of modesty, they 
Jiought they were happier than they were 
before, as they had discovered what they were 
n want of. But when God came info the 
garden, Adam, who was wont In. fore to come 
and converse with him, being conscious of his 
wicked behaviour, went out of the way. This 
behaviour surprised God ; and he asked what 
was the cause of this his procedure ; and why 
he, that before delighted in that conversation, 
did now fly from it, and avoid it. When he 
made no reply, as conscious to himself that 
he had transgressed the command of God, 
Cod said, 1 had before determined about 
you both, how you might lead a happy life, 
without any affliction, and care, and vexation 
of soul ; and that all things which might con- 
tribute to your enjoyment and pleasure should 
■ grow up by my providence, of their own ac- 
cord, without your own labour and pains- 
taking; which state of labour and pains-tak- 
ing would soon bring on old age ; and death 
would not be at any remote distance : but 
I now thou hast abused this my good-will, and 
‘ hast disobeyed iny commands ; for Uiy silence 
is not the sign of thy virtue, but of thy evil 
conscience.’* However, Adam excused his 
sin, and entreated God not to be angry at him, 
and laid the blame of what was done upon 
hi$ wife ; and said that he was deceived by 
hei^ and thence became an offender ; w hile she 
again accused the serpent. But Qod allotted 
him puni^ment,. because ho weakly submitted 
to the counsel of his wife; and said, the ground 
should not henceforth yield its fruits of its 
own accord, but that when it should be ha- 
rassed by their labour, it should bring forth 
some of its fruits, and refuse to bring forth 
others. He also made Eve liable to the in- 

tirely groundless ; and that both man, and the other sub* 
ordinate creatures, are heraatter tolie delivered from tlie 
curse then .brought upon them, and at last to Ito deliver- 
ed from that bc^ndage of corruption. Rum. vili 
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conveniency of breeding, and the sharp pains him of many days, whereas he used to observe 
of bringing forth children, and this because them conversing together at other times. But 
she persuaded Adam with the same arguments Cain was in doubt with himself, and knew not 
wherewith the serpent had persuaded her, and what answer to give to God. At first he said 
had thereby brought him into a calamitous that he was himself at a loss about his bro. 
condition. He also deprived the serpent of ther’s disappearing; but when he was pro- 
speech, out of indignation at his malicious voked by God, who pressed him vehemently, 
disposition towards Adam. Besides this, he as resolving to know what the mattpr was, he 
inserted poison under his tongue, and made replied, he was not his brother's guardian or 
him an enemy to men ; and suggested to them keeper, nor was he an observer of what he 
that they should direct their strokes against | did, Butin return, God convi^ed Cain, as 
his head, that being the place wherein lay his 'having been the murderer of his Drother; and 
mischievous designs towards men, and it being said, “ I wonder at thee, that thou knowest 


easiest to take vengeance on him that way : 
and when he had deprived him of tlie use of 
his feet, he made him to go rolling all along, 
and dragging himself upon the ground. And 
when God had appointed these penalties for 
them, he removed Adam and Eve out of the 
garden into another place. 


CHAPTER II. 

CO!«CEIlNING THE POSTERITY OF ADAM, AND 
THE TEN GENERATIONS FROM HIM TO THE 


§ 1. Adam and Eve had two sons; the elder 
of them was named Cain ; which name, when 
it is interpreted, signifies a possession. The 
younger was Abel, which signifies sorronu 
'Iliey had also daughters. Now, the two 
brethren were pleased with different courses 
of life; for Abel, the younger, was a lover of 
righteousness, and, believing tliat God was 
present at all his actions, lie excelled in vir- 
tue ; and his employment was that of a shep- 
herd. But Cain was not only very wicked 
in other respects, but was wholly intent upon 
getting; and lie first contrived to plough the 
ground. He slew his brother on the occasion 
following ; — 'i'liey had resolved to sacrifice to 
God. Now Cain brought the fruits of the 
earth, and of his husbandry; but Abel brought 
milk, and tire first-fruits of his Hocks ; but God 
was more delighted with the latter oblation,* 
when he was honoured witli what grew natur- 
ally of its own accord, than he was with what 
was the invention of a covetous man, and got- 
ten by forcing the ground ; whence it was that 
Cain was veryAiigry that Abel was preferred 
by God bcjprejhitn ; and he slew his brother, 
and hid his dead body, thinking to escape dis- 
covery, But God, knowing what had been 
done, came to Cain, and asked him what was 
become of his brother, because be had not seen 

• St. John’s account of the reason why Otxl accepted 
the sacrifice of and rejected, that of Cain; as also 
why Cain slew Aliel, on account of that his acceptance 
with God, — is much better than this of Josephus: i 
mean, because Cain was of the evil one, and slew hi 
brother. And wfier^ore slew he him ? Because his 
own works were evil;' and Ml brother’s riahtcoiis.” 1 
John iii. 12. Josephus’s reasdh seems to be no better 

Uiau a pliarisaioal notion or fta^on. v 


not what is become of a man whom thou thy- 
self hast destroyed,** God therefore did not 
indict the punishment [of death] upon him, 
on account of his offering sacrifice, and there- 
by making supplication to him not to be ex- 
treme in his wrath to him ; but he made iiim 
accursed, and tiireatened iiis posterity in the 
seventh generation. lie also cast him, to- 
gether with his wife, out of that land. And 
when he was afraid, that in wandering about 
he should fall among wild beasts, and by that 
means perish, (iod bid liim not to entertain 
such a melancholy suspicion, and to go over 
all the cartli without fear of what mischief he 
might suffer from w’ild beasts; and setting a 
mark upon him that he might be known, he 
commanded him to depart. 

2. And when Cain had travelled over many 
countries, he, with his wife, built a city, named 
Nod, wliich is a place so called, and there he 
settled his abode ; where also he laid children. 
However, he did not acce))t of his punish- 
ment in order to amendment, but to increase 
his wickedness; for he only aimed to procure 
every thing that was for his own bodily plea- 
sure, though it obliged him to be injurious 
to his neighbours. He augmented his house- 
hold substance with much wealth, by rapine 
and violence ; he excited his acquaintance to 
procure pleasures and spoils by robbery, and 
! became a great leader of men into wicked 
courses. He also introduced a change in that 
way of simplicity wherein men lived before; 
and was the author of measures and weights. 
And whereas they lived innocently and gene- 
rously while they knew nothing of such arts, 
he changed the world into cunning craftiness. 
He first of all set boundaries about lands ; he 
built a city, and fortified it with walls, and' he 
compelled his family to come together to it ; 
and called that city Enoch, after the name of 
his eldest son Enoch. Now Jared w^us the 
son of Enoch ; whose son was Malaliel ; w hose 
son was Mathusela ; whose son was Lamecli ; 
who bad seventy-seven children by tw’o wives, 

' Silla.and Ada. Of those children by Ada, 
one was Jabal ; he erected tents, and loved 
the life of a shepherd. But Juhal, w’lio was 
born of the same mother witli hiiu, exercised 
i himself in music ;f and invented the psiiltery 

f From this Juixil, not improlwbly, enme Jobel, the 
of jobel or Jiibilet' :that large and loud musical 
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aiul the Ijarp* But Tubal, one of his chil> 
tlren by the other wife, exceeded all men in 
strength, and was very export and famous in 
martial performances. He procured what 
tended to the pleasures of the body by that 
method ; and first of all invented the art of 
making brass. Lamecb was also the fatlier 
of a daughter, whose name was Naamah ; 
and because he was so skilful in matters of 
divine revelation, that be knew he was to be 
punished forJZJain’s murder of his brother, he 
made that known to his wives. Nay, even 
while Adam was alive, it came to pass that 
the posterity of Cain became exceeding wicked, 
every one successively dying one after ano- 
ther, more wicked than the former. They 
were intolerable in war, and vehement in 
robberies ; and if any one were slow to mur- 
der people, yet was he bold in his profligate 
behaviour, in acting unjustly, and doing in- 
juries for gain. 

3. Now Adam, who vras the first man, 
and made out of the earth (for our discourse 
must now be about him,) after Abel was 
slain, and Cain fled away on account of bis 
murder, was solicitous for posterity, and bad 
a vehement desire of children, he being two 
hundred and thirty years old; after which 
time he lived other seven hundred, and then 
died. He bad indeed many other children,* 
but Seth in particular. As for the rest, it 
would be tedious to name them ; I will there- 
fore only endeavour to give an account of 
those that proceeded from Seth. Now' this 
Seth, when he w'as brought up, and came to 
those years in which he could discern what 
was good, became a virtuous man ; and as 
he was himself of an excellent character, so 
did he leave children behind him who imitat- 
ed his virtues.+ All these proved to be of 
good dispositions. They also inhabited the 
same country without dissensions, and in a 
happy condition, without any misfortunes 
falling upon them till they died. They also 
were the inventors of that peculiar sort of 
wisdom which is concerned with the heavenly 
bodies, and their order. And that their in- 
ventions miglit not be lost before they were 
suiHciently known, upon Adam’s prediction 
that the world was to be destroyed at one 
time by the force of fire, and at another time 
by the violence and quantity of water, they 
made two pillars ; ^ the one of brick, the other 

instrument, used in proclaiming the liberty at the year 
of Jubilee. 

♦ The number of Adam’s children, as says the old 
tradition, was thirty-tlirec sons, and twenty-three daugh- 
ters. 

t What Ifl here said of Seth and his posterity, that 
they were very po<yi virtuous, aiuiat the same time 
very happy, withou. :;t'y considerable misfortunes, for 
seven generations ch. il. Mcct 1, before; and eh. iii. 
secau 1» hereafter] is exactly agreeable to the state of the 
world and the condne'i of iVovsdencein afl the first ages. 

t Of JOfMfliusb mistake here, when betook Seth the 
son of Adw Ibr Setli or Sesostris, king of Egypt, the 
efccter of in the land of Siriad, see hWv on 

the Old TeS^llnent, Appendix, p. 159, 160. Although 
Utc main of relation might be true, and Adam 


of stone: they inscribed their discoveries on 
them both, that in ease the pillar of brick 
should be destroyed by the flood, the pillar of 
stone might remain, and exhibit those disco- 
veries to mankind ; and also infos m them that 
there was another pillar of lirick erected by 
them. Now this remains in the land of Si- 
riad to this day. 


CHAPTER III. 

JONCERNING THE FLOOD ; AND AFTER WHAT 

MANNER NOAH WAS SAVED IN AN ARK, WITH 

HTS KINDRED, AND AFTERWARDS DWELT IN 

THE PLAIN OF SHINAll. 

§ 1. Now this posterity of Seth continued to 
esteem God as the Lord of the universe, and 
to have an entire regard to virtue, for seven 
generations ; but in process of time they were 
perverted, and forsook the practices of their 
forefathers, and did ncithci pay those honours 
to God which were appointed tlicm, nor had 
they any concern to do justice towards men. 
But for what degree of zeal they had former- 
ly shown for virtue, they now showed by their 
actions a double degree of wickedness ; where- 
by they made God to be their enemy ; fot 
many angels § of God accompanied with wo- 
;nen, and begat sons that proved unjust, and 
despisers of all that was good, on account of 
the confidence they had in their own strength , 
for the tradition is, Tliat these men did wliaf 
resembled the acts of those whom the Grecians 
call giants. But Noah was very uneasy at 
what they did ; and, being disjileased at tlieir 
conduct, persuaded them to cliange their dis- 
positions and their acts for the belter ; — but, 
seeing that they did not yield to him, but 
were slaves to their wicked pleasures, he was 
afraid they would kill him, together with his 
wife and children, and those they had mar- 
ried ; so he departed out of that land. 

2. Now God loved this man for his right- 
eousness ; yet he not only condemned those 
other men for their wickedness, but determin- 
ed to destroy the whole race of mankind, and 
to make another raqe that should be pure from 
wickedness ; and cutting short their lives, and 
making their years not so many as they for- 
merly lived, but one hundred and tweaty 
only, I) he turned the dry land iiilo sea ; and 

might foretell a conflagration and a deluge, which all 
antiquity witnesses to be an ancient tradition; nay, 
Seth’s posterity might engrave their inventions in astro- 
nomy f>n two such pillars, yet it b no way credible that 
'hey could survive the deluge, which has buried all such 
nilars and edifices far under ground, in the sediment of 
its waters; especially since the like pillars of the Egyp« 
tian Seth or Sesostris were extant alter the flood, in the 
land of F triad, and perhaps in the days of Josephus 
also, as is shown in the place here referred to. 

§ This notion, that the fallen angels were, in some 
sense, the fathers of the old giafits, was the constant 
opinion of antiquity. 

II Josephus here supposes, that the life of these 
men, for of them only do I understand him, was mm 
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thus were all these men destroyed : but Noah 
alone was saved ; for God suggested to him 
the following contrivance and way of escape: 
— That he should make*an ark of four stories i 
high, three hundred* cubits long, fifty cubits | 
broad, and thirty cubits high. Accordingly , 
he entered into that ark, and his wife and 
sons, and their wives ; and put into it not 
only other provisions, to support their wants 
there, but also sent in with the rest all sorts i 
of living creatures, the male and his female, 
for the preservation of their kinds; and others 
of them by sevens. Now this ark had firm 
Avails, and a roof, and was braced with cross 
beams, so that it could not be any way drown- 
ed or overborne by the violence of the water; 
and thus was Noah, Avith his family, preserved, 
Noav he was the tenth from Adam, as being 
the son of Lamech, whose father was Mathu- 
sala. He Avas the son of Enoch, the son of 
Jared; and Jared was the son of Mahilcel, 
Avho, Aviih many of his sisters, were the chil- 
dren of Caiiuin, the son of Enos. Now Enos 
was the sou of Seth, the son of Adam. 

3. This calamity happened in the six hun- 
dredth year of Noah’s government [age], in 
the second month, f called by the Macedonians 
Dhfs, but by the Hebrews Mardiesuan ; for so 
did they order their year in Egypt ; but Mo- 
ses appointed that Nisarty AA'hich is the same 
with Xuuthicus, should be the first month for 
their festivals, because he brought them out 
of Egypt in that month : so that this month 
began the year as to all the solemnities they 
observed to the honour of God, although he 
preserved the original order of the months as 
to selling and buying, and other ordinary af- 
fairs. Now he says that this Hood began on 
the twenty-seventh [seventeenth] day of the 
foremen timed month ; and this was tAvo thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty-six [one thousand 
six Innidred and fifty-six] years from Adam, 
the first man; and the time is written doAvn 
in our sacred books, those who then lived hav- 
ing noted down,! with great accuracy, both 
the births and deaths of illustrious men. 


reduced to 120 years; Avhlch is eoufirined by the frag- 
ment of Enoch, sect. 10, in Auihcnt. Rec. Part I. p. 26«, 
For as to tlio rest of mankind, Joseplius himself' con- 
fesses their lives tverc much longer than 120 years, for 
many generations after the flood, as we shall see prtv 
sently ; and he says they were gradmtlly shortenedT till 
tlie days of Moses, and then fixed Ffor some timoj at 
12(1, chap. vi. sect. 5. Nor indeed need we suppose 
that enher Enoch or Josephus meant to interpret these 
120 years for the life of men before the Flood, to be 
different from The 120 years of God’s patience [perhaps 
while the ark was jtreparing] till the Deluge ; which I 
take to be the meaning of God, when he threatened this 
wicked world, that if they so long continued impeni- 
tent, their days should bo no more than 120 years. 

• A cubit IS about twenty-one English inches. 

t Josephus hero truly determines, Uiat the year at the 
Flocxl bcgati about the autumnal equinox. As to what 
day of the month the Flootl began, our Hebrew and Sa. 
maritan, and perhups Josephuses own copy, more rightly 
placed it on tne i7th day, instead of the ^th, as nerei 
for Josephus ^rees with them as to the di^nee of 15(J 
days, to the ifth day of tlie 7th month ; as Gcu. vii. ult 
with viil. 3. 

t Josephus here takes notice, that tliese ancient gene- 
alogies were first set down by those that then and 


4. For indeed Seth was born when Adt^n 
w'as in his two iiundred and thirtieth year, 
who lived nine hundred and thirly years, 
Seth begat Enos in his two hundred and 
fifth year; Avho. Avhen ho had lived nine hun- 
dred and twelve years,- delivered the govern- 
ment to Cainan his son, whom he had in his 

utidrcd and ninetieth year; he liA'cd nine 
Iiundred and five years. Cainan, when he 
laS lived nine hundred and ten years, had his 
son Malalccl, who was born in his huiulred 
md seventieth year. This Malaleel, iiaving 
ived eight hundred and ninety-five years, died, 
leaving his son Jared, wdiom he begat when he 
was in his hundred and sixty-fifth year. He 
lived nine hundred and sixty-t\vo years ; and 
then his son Enoch succeeded him, wlio was 
born when his father was one hundred and 
iixty-two years old. Now he, Andien he had 
ived three hundred and sixty-five years, de- 
parted, and went to God ; Avhcncc it is that 
hey have not Avritten down his death. Now 
Mathusala, the son of Enoch, who Avas born to 
im when he was one hundred and sixty-five 
years old, had Lamech for his son Avhen he 
AA'as one hundred and eighty-seven years of 
age ; to whom he delivered the government, 
when he had retained it nine hundred and 
sixty -nine years. Now Lamech, when he had 
governed seven hundred and seventy-seven 
years, appointed Noah, his son, to be ruler of 
the people, who w'as born to Lamech when he 
was one hundred and eighty-tivo years oltl, 
and retained the government nine hundred 
and fifty years. Tliesc years collected to- 
gether, make up the sum before set down ; 
but let no one inquire into the deaths of these 
men, for they extended their lives along to- 
gether Avith ilieir children and grandchildren ; 
but let him have regard to their births only. 

5. When God gave the signal^ and it began 
to rain, the water poured down forty entire 
days, till it became fifteen cubits higher than 
the earth ; AA'liich was the reason why there 
was no greater number preserved, since they 
had no place to fly to. When the rain ceased^ 
the AA'ater did but just begin to abate, aftei 
one hundred and fifty days (that is, on the 
seventeenth day of the seventh month) it then 
ceasing to subside for a little while. After this 
the ark rested on the top of a certain moun- 
tain in Armenia ; which, when Noah under- 
stood, he opened it ; and seeing a small piece 
of land about it, he continued quiet, and con- 
ceived some cheerful hopes of deliverance; 
but a few days afterward, when the water AA'as 
Jecreased to a greater degree, he sent out a 
raven, as desirous to learn Avhether any other 
part of the earth were left dry by the water, 

from them were transmitted down to posterity; which 
! suppose to ba, the true account of that matter. Foi 
there is no reaaOto to im^inc that men were not taught 
to read anil write soon aner tliey were taught to H)H;ak 
and iKsrhaps all % (he Messiah himself, who, under the 
F It her, was tlic Creator or Governor of mankind, and 
who frequentlv# in those early days, apixtared to them. 



BOOK 1 


34» ANTIQUITIES 

and whether lie might go out of the ark with 
safety ; but the raven, finding all the land 
still jverHowed, returned to Noah again. 
And after seven days he sent out a dove, to 
know the state of the ground ; which came 
back to him covered with mud, and bringing 
an olive branch. Hereby Noah learned that 
the earth was become clear of the Hood. So 
after he had staid seven more days, he sent 
the living creatures out of the ark ; and bottt he 
and his family went out, wlien he also sacrific- 
ed to God, and feasted with his companions. 
However, tlie Armenians call this place (A^ra- 
The Place of Descent i for the ark 
being saved ' that place, its remains arc 
shown there by the inhabitants to this day. 

6. Now all the writers of barbarian histo- 
ries make mention of this flood and of this 
ark ; among wliom is Ilerosus tJie Chaldean ; 
for when he is describing the circuinstances 
of the flood, he goes on tlius : — It is said 
there is still some part of this ship in Arme- 
nia, at the mountain of the Cordy;eans ; and 
that some people carry oil' pieces of the bitu- 
men, which they take away, and use chiefly 
as amulets for the averting of mischiefs.” 
Hieronymus tJie Egyptian, also, who wrote 
the PlKeniciaii Antiquities, and Miiascas, 
and a great many more, make mention of the 
same. Nay, Nicolaus of Damascus, in his 
ninety-sixth book, hath a particular relation 
about them, where he speaks thus : — “ There 
is a great mountain in Armenia, over Minyas, 
called Baris, upon which it is reported that 
many wlio fled at the time of the Deluge were 
saved ; ami tlint one who was carried in an 
ark catnc on shore upon the top of it ; and 
that the remains of the timber were a great 
while preserved. This might be the man 
about whom Muses, the legislator of the Jews, 
wrote,” 

7. But as for Noah, he was afraid, since 
God had determined to destroy mankind, lest 
he should drown the earth every year ; so he 
oflered burnt -oflerings, and besought God 
ibat Nature might hereafter go on in its for- 
mer orderly course, and that he would not 
bring on so great a judgment any more, by 
which the whole race of creatures might be 
in danger of destruction ; but that, having 
now punished the wicked, he would of his 

This or Place of Docent, is the pro- 

per rendering of the Armeniun name of diis very city. 
It Is eallcd in Ptolemy Naxuana, fend by Moses Cnorcn- 
ends, the Armenian historian, [dsheuan; but at the 
place itself, NacfiUtsheuun, which signifles The Jirst 
place of descent; and is a lusting monument of the pre- 
servation of Noah in the ark, upon the top of that 
niuuiiUdn, at whose foot it was built, as the first city or 
town after the Flood. See Anliq. b. xx. eh. ii. sect. 3 ; 
and Moses Ciioionor.sis, who also says elsewhere, that 
another town wa< rr.'ntcd by tradition to nave lx;cii 
culled Scroll, or 7V;e Piave of Dispersion, on account of 
the disnersion of Xisuthrus’s or Noah’s tons, from 
thence nrst made. Whether any rcmaiits of this ark be 
still proMnred, its the iicopic of the country supiiosc, 1 
cannot tell. Mons. Touriicfort had, not very 

long Mikin^mbid to sec the place himself, but met 
with too ^nflKtlanficrs and difiicultics to venture through 
Uicili* , 
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! goodness spare the remainder, and such as he 
had hitherto judged lit to be delivered from 
so severe a calamity ; for that otherwise these 
last must be more miserable than the first, 
and that they must be condemned to a worse 
condition than the others, unless they be suf- 
fered to escape entirely ; that is, if they be 
reserved for another deluge, while they must 
be afliicted with the terror and sight of the 
first deluge, and must also be destroyed by a 
second. He also entreated God to accept of 
his sacrifice, and to grant that the earth miglit 
never again undergo the like cHects of his 
wrath ; that men might be permitted to go on 
cheerfully in cultivating the same — to build 
cities, and live happily in them; and that 
they might not be deprived of any of those 
good things which they enjoyed before the 
I Flood ; but might attain to the like length of 
days and old age wliich ilie ancient people 
had arrived at befun 

8. When Noah had made these supplica- 
tions, God, who loved the man for his right- 
eousness, granted entire success to his prayers , 
and said, that it was not he who brought die 
destruction on a polluted world, hut that they 
underwent that vengeance on account of their 
own wickedness; and that he had not brought 
men into the world if he had himself deter- 
mined to destroy them, it being an instance 
of greater wisilom not to have granted them 
life at all, than, after it was granted, to pro- 
cure their destruction; “but the injuries,*’ 
said he, “ they ollered to my holiness and vir 
tiie, forced me to bring this punishment upon 
them ; but 1 will leave oil* for the time to 
come to require such punishments, the ellects 
of so great wrath, for their future wicked ac- 
tions, and especially on account of thy pray- 
ers; but if 1 shall at any time send tempests 
of rain in an extraordinary maimer, be not 
aflriglited at the largeness of the showers, for 
the waters shall no more overspread the earth. 
However, I require you to abstain from shed 
ding the blood of men, and to keep yourselves 
pure from murder ; and to punish those that 
commit any such thing. I permit you to 
make use of all the other living creatures at 
your pleasure, and as your appetites lead you ; 
for 1 have made you lords of them all, both 
of tliosc that walk on the land, and those that 
swim in the waters, and of those that fly in 
the regions of the air on high — excepting 
their blood, for therein is the lifc^: but 1 will 
give you a sign that i have left oft' my anger, 
by my bow” [whereby is meant the rainbow, 
for they determined that the rainbow' was the 
bow of God] ; and when God liud said and 
promised tlius, he w’ent away. 

9. Now w'hen Noah had Jived three liiin. 
dred and Hfty years after tlie Flood, and that 
all that time happily, he died, having lived 
the number of nine hundred and filly years : 
but let no one, upon comparing the lives of 
tlie ancients witii our lives, and with the few 
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years which we now live, think that what we 
have said of tliem is false ; or make the 
shortness of our lives at present an argu> 
merit that neither did they attain to so long 
a duration of life ; fur those ancients were 
beloved of God, and [lately] made by God 
himself ; and because their food was then 
fitter for the prolongation of life, might well 
live so great a number of years; and besides, 
God afforded them a longer time of life on 
account of their virtue, and the good use they 
made of it in astronomical and geometrical 
discoveries, which would not have afforded 
the time of foretelling [the periods of the 
stars] unless they had lived six hundred years; 
for the Great Year is completed in that inter- 
val. Now I have for witnesses to what 1 
have said, all those that have written Antitpii- 
ties, both among the Greeks and barbarians ; 
for even Manelho, who wrote the Egyptian 
History, and Ilerusus, who collected the Chal 
(lean Monuments, and Mochus, and Hes- 
tiinlis, and besides these, Hicronymu-s the 
Egyptian, and those who composed the Phee- 
niciaii History, agree to what 1 here say : 
Hesiod also, and Hecatauis, Hellaniciis, and 
Acusilaus; and besides these, Ephorus and 
Nicolaus relate that the ancients lived a thou- 
sand years ; but as to these matters, let every 
one look upon them as he thinks lit. 


‘ CHAPTER IV 

CONCKRNTNG THE TOWER OF BABYLON, AND 
THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES, 

§ 1, Now the sons of Noah w'ere three, — 
Shem, Japhet, and llam, born one hundred 
years bef re the Deluge. These first of all 
descended from llie mountains into the plains, 
and fixed their habitation there ; and persuad- 
ed others who were greatly afraid of the lower 
grounds on account of the flood, and so were 
very loth to come down from the liigher places, 
to venture to follow their examples. Now the 
plain in winch they first dwelt was called Shi- 
nar. God also commanded them to send co- 
lonies abroad, for the thorough peopling of the 
earth,-— that they might not raise seditions 
among themselves, but might cultivate a great 
part of the earth, and enjoy its fruits after a 
plentiful manner: but they were so ill in. 
structed, that they did not alley God; for 
which reason they fell into calamities, and 
were made sensible, by experience, of what 
sin they had been guilty; for when they flour 
islied with a numerous youth, God admonish- 
ed them again to send out colonies; but they, 
imagining the prosperity they enjoyed was not 
derived from the favour of God, but suppos- 
ing that their own power was the proper cause 
of the plentiful condition they were in, did 


not obey him. Nay, they added to this their' 
disobedience to the divine will, the suspicion 
that they were therefore ordered to send out 
separate colonies, that, being divided asunder, 
they might the more easily be oppressed. 

2, Now it was Nimrod who excited them 
to such an affront and contempt of God. He 
was the grandson of Ham, the son of Noali, 
— a bold man, ami of great strength of hand. 
He persuaded them not to ascribe it to God, 
as if it was through his means they were 
happy, but to believe that it was their own 
courage which procured that happiness. He 
also gradually changed the government into 
tyranny, — seeing no other way of turning men 
from the fear of God, but to bring them into 
a constant dependence upon his power. Ho 
also said he would be revenged on God, if he 
should have a mind to drown the world again ; 
for that he would build a tower too high for 
the waters to be able to reach ! and that he 
would avenge himself on God for destroying 
their forefathers ! 

3. Now the multitude were very ready to fol- 
low the determination of Nimrod, and to esteem 
it a piece of cowardice to submit to God ; and 
they built a tower, neither sparing any pains, 
nor being in any degree negligent about the 
work; and, by reason of the multitude of 
bands employed in it, it grew very high, 
sooner than any one could expect ; but the 
thickness of it was so great, and it was so 
strongly built, that thereuy its great height 
seemed, upon the view, to be less than it real- 
ly was. it was built of burnt brick, cement, 
ed together with mortar, mtide of bitumen, 
that it might not be liable to admit water. 
When God saw that they acted so madly, he 
did not resolve to destroy them utterly, since 
they were not grown wiser by the destruction 
of the former sinners ; but he caused a tu- 
mult among them, by producing in them di- 
vers languages ; and causing that, through the 
multitude of those languages, they should not 
be able to understand one another. The place 
wherein they built the tower is now called 
Babi/lotii because of the confusion of that 
language which they readily understood be- 
fore ; for the Hebrews mean by the word 

bel^ Confusion. The Sibyl also makes mention 
of this tower, and of the confusion of the 
language, when she says thus “ When all 
men were of one language, some^of them built 
a high tower, as if they would thereby ascend 
up to heaven; but the gods sent storms of 
wind and overthrew the tower, and gave every 
one his peculiar laflj^uage ; and for this reason 
it was that the city was called Babylon'* But 
as to the plain of Shinar, in the country of 
Babylonia, Hestiieus mentions it, when he 
says thus ; — “ Such of the priests as were sav- 
ed. took the sacred vessels of Jupiter £nya« 
bus, and came to Shinar of Babylonia." 
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CHAPTER V. 

AiTEtt WHAT MANNER THE POSTERITY OF 
NOAH SENT OUT COI.ONIES, AND INHABIT- 
ED THE WHOLE EARTH. 

After this they were dispersed abroad, on 
account of their langua^res, and went out by 
colonies everywhere ; and each colony took 
possession of that land which they light upon, 
and unto which God led them ; so that the 
whole continent was filled with them, both 
the inland and maritime countries. There 
were some also who passed over the sea in 
ships, and inhabited the islands : and some of 
those nations do still retain tlie denominations 
which were given them by their first founders; 
but some have lost them also ; and some have 
only admitted certain changes in them, that 
they might be the more intelligible to the in- 
habitants; and they were the Greeks who be- 
came the authors of such mutations ; for when, 
in after-ages, they grew potent, they claimed 
to themselves the glory of anticpiity, — giving 
names to the nations that sounded well (in 
Greek) that they might be better understood 
among themselves; and setting agreeable 
forms of government over them, as if they 
were a people derived from themselves. 


CHAPTER VI. 

HOW EVERY NATION WAS DENOMINATED FP.OM 
THEIR FIRST INHABITANTS. 

§ 1. Now they were the grand-child»'en of 
Noah, in honour of wdiom names were im- 
posed on the nations by those that first seized 
upon them. Japhet, the son of Noah, had 
seven sons; they inhabited so, that, beginning 
at the mountains Taurus and Amanus, they 
proceeded along Asia, as far as the river Ta- 
nais, and along Europe to Cadiz ; and settling 
tJiemselves on the lands which they liglit upon, 
which none had inhabited before, they calle ' 
the nations by their own names ; for Gomer 
founded those whom the Greeks now call Ga- 
latians [Galls], but were then called Gomcr- 
ites. Magog founded those that from him 
were named Magogites, but who are by the 
Greeks called Scythians. Now as to Javan 
and Madai, the sons of Japliet ; from Madai 
came the Madeans, who are called Medes by 
the Greeks; but ftom Javan, Ionia and all 
the Grecians are derived. 'I’hobel founded 
the Thobelites, ? h<r^aie now called Ibercs; 

the Mbsochenf were founded by Mosocli ; 
ilb|£ibey are Cappadocians. There is also a 
miil| of their ancient denomination still to be 
shown ; for there is even now among them a 
city called M^aca, which may inform those 
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that are able to understana, that so was the 
entire nation once called. Thiras also called 
those whom he ruled over, Thirasians; but 
the Greeks changed the name into Thracians. 
And so many were the countries that had the 
children of Japhet for their inhabitants. Of 
the three sons of Gomer, Aschanax founded 
the Aschanaxians, who are now called by the 
Greeks Rheginians. So did lliphath found 
the Ripheans, now called Paphlagonians ; and 
Thrugramma the Thrugrammeans, who, as 
the Greeks resolved, were named Phrygians, 
Of the three sons of Javan also, the son of 
Japhet, Elisa gave name to the Eliseans, who 
w'cre his subjects ; they are now the iEoiians. 
Tharsiis to the Tharsians ; for so was Cilicia 
of old called ; the sign of which is this, that 
the noblest city they liave, and a metropolis 
Jso, is Tarsus, the fau being by change put 
for the /Ae/a, Cethimus possessed the island 
^ethima ; it is now called Cyprus : and from 
hat it is that all islands, and the greatest part 
of the sea-coasts, are named Cethim by the 
Hebrews: and one city there is in Cyprus 
that has been able to preserve its denomina- 
tion ; it is called Citius by those who use the 
language of the Greeks, and has not, by the 
use of that dialect, escaped the name of Ce- 
thira. And so many nations have the children 
and grand-children of Japhet possessed. Now*^ 
when I have premised somewhat, which per- 
haps the Greeks do not know, I will return 
and explain what 1 have omitted;, for such 
names are pronounced here after the manner 
of the Greeks, to please my readers ; for out 
own country language docs not so pronounce 
them ; but the names in all cases are of one 
and the same ending ; for the name we here 
pronounce Noeas, is there Noah, and in every 
case retains the same termination. 

2. The children of Ham possessed the land 
from Syria and Amanus, and the mountains 
of Libanus, seizing upon all that was on its 
sea-'Coasts and as far as the ocean, and keep- 
ing it as their own. Some indeed of its names 
are utterly vanished away ; .oUicrs of them 
being changed, and another sound given them, 
are hardly to be discovered ; yet a few there 
are which have kept their denominations entire : 
for of the four sons of Ham, time has not at 
all hurt the name of Chus ; for the Ethiopians, 
over ‘whom he reigned, are even at this day, 
both by themselves and by all men in Asia, 
called Clmsites. The memory also of the 
Mesraites is jp^^cserved in their naVne; for all 
we who inhabit this country [of Judea] call 
Egypt Mestre, and the Egyptians Mestreans. 
Phut also was the founder of Libyia, and 
called the inhabitants Phutites, from himself: 
there is also a river in the country of the 
Moors which bears that name ; whence it is 
that we may see the greatest part of the Gre^ 
cian historiographers mention that river and 
he adjoining country by the appellation of 
Phut *. but the name it bos now, has been by 
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change given it from one of the sons of Mes- j what had been done, he prayed for prosperity 
raim, who was called Lybyos. We will in. to his other sons ; but for Ham, he did not 
fortn you presently what has been the occasion curse him, by reason of his nearness in blood, 
why it has been called Africa also. Canaan, but cursed his posterity. And when the rest 
the fourth son of Ham, inhabited the country of them escaped that curse, God indicted it 
now called Judea, and called it from his own on the children of Canaan. But as to these 
name Canaan. The children of these [four] matters, we shall speak more hereafter, 
were these; Sabas, who founded the Sabeans; 4. Shein, the third son of Noah, had five 
Evilas, who founded the Evileans, who are sons, who inhabited the land that began at 
called Getuli ; Sabathes founded the Sabath. Euphrates, and reached to the Indian Ocean ; 
ens; they are now called by the Greeks, Asta- for Elam left behind him the Elamites, the 
borans; Subactas settled the Sabactens ; and ancestors of the Persians, Ashur lived at 
Ragmus the liagmeans ; and he had two sons, the city Nineve ; and named his subjects As. 
the one of whom, Judadas, settled the Juda. Syrians, who became the most fortunate na- 
dcans, a nation of the western Ethiopians, tion, beyond others. Arphaxad named the 
and left them his name ; as did Sabas to the Arphaxadites, who are now called Chaldeans. 
Sabeans. But Nimrod, the son of Chus, staid Aram had the Aramites, which the Greeks 
and tyrannized at Babylon, as we have already call Syrians ; as Laud founded the Laudites, 
informed you. Now all the children of Mes- which are now called Lydians. Of the four 
raim, being eight in number, possessed the sons of Aram, Uz founded Trachonitis and 
country from Gaza to Egypt, though it re* Damascus ; this country lies between Pales- 
tained the name of one only, the Philistim; tine and Celesyria. U1 founded Armenia; 
for the Greeks call part of that country Pa- and Gather the Bactrians ; and Mesa the 
lestinc. As for the rest, Ludiciin, and Ene- Mesaneans ; it is now called Charax Spasini. 
mini, and Labini, who alone inhabited in IJ- Sala was the son of Arpbaxad ; and bis son 
l>ya, and called the country from himself, was Heber, from whom they originally called 
Ncdim, and Phethrosim, and Chcsloiin, and the Jews Hebrews.-}* Heber begat Joctan and 
Cepbthorim, we know nothing of them be- Phaleg; he was called Phaleg, because he 
sides their names ; for the Ethiopic war, * was born at the dispersion of the nations to 
which we shall describe hereafter, was the their several countries; for Phaleg, among 
cause that those cities were overthrown. The the Hebrews, signifies division. Now Joctan, 
sons of Canaan were these : Sidonius, who one of the sons of Heber, had these sons, 
also built a city of the same name ; it is called Ehnodad, Saleph, Asermoth, Jera, Adoram, 
by the Greeks, Midon ; Amathus inhabited in Aizel, Decla, Ebal, Abimael, Sabeus, Ophir, 
Ainathine, which is even now called Amathe Euilat, and Jobab. These inhabited from 
oy the inhabitants, although the Macedonians Cophen, an Indian river, and in part of Asia 
named it Epiphania, from one of his poste- adjoining to it. And this shall suffice con 
rity : Arudeus possessed the island Aradus ; cerning the sons of Shem. 

Aracas possessed Arce, which is in Libanus; 5. I will now treat of the Hebrews. The 
— ^l)ut fo; the seven others, [Eucus], Chetteus, son of Phaleg, whose father was Heber, was 
Jebuscus, Amorreus, Gergesus, Eudeus, Sin- llagau ; whose son was Serug, to whom was 
eus, Sarnar^ms, we have nothing in the sacred born Nahor ; his son was Teruh, who was the 
books but their names, for the Hebrews over- father of Abraham, who accordingly was the 
threw their cities ; and their calamities came tenth from Noah, and was born in the two 
upon them on the occasion following : — hundred and ninety-second year after the 

3. Noah, when, after the Deluge, the earth Deluge; for Terali begat Abram in his se- 
was re-settled in its former condition, set ventieth year. Nahor begat Haran when he 
al>out its cultivation ; and when he had plant- was one hundred and twenty years old ; Na- 
cd it with vines, and when the fruit was rij)e, ho*' was born to Serug in his hundred and 
and he had gathered the grapes in their sea- thirty-second year ; Ragau had Serug at one 
son, and the wine was ready for use, he of- hundred and thirty ; at the same age also Pha- 
fered sacrifice, and feasted, and, being drunk, leg had Ragau ; Heber begat Phaleg in his 
he fell asleep, and lay naked in an unseemly hundred and thirty-fourth year ; he himself 
manner. When his youngest son saw this, l>eing begotten by Sala when he was an hun- 
he came laughing, and showedliim to his bn dred and thirty years old, whom Arphaxad 
thren ; but they covered their father’s naked- 
ness. And when Noah was made sensible of 

♦ One observaMon ought not here to be neglected, 
with regard to that tthiopic war, which Moses, as ge- 
neral of the Jb^niJans, put an end to, Antiq. b. it. chap. 
x.,and about which our late writers seem very inudi 
uiiconccnt^; viz. That it was a war of that consequence, 
as to oc&ision the nimoval or destruction of six or se- 
ven nations of the posterity of Mitzraini. with their 
which Josephus would not have said, ifheliadi 
not ancient records to justify those his assertions, } 
wouijh those* records be now all lost. I 


t That the Jews were called Hebrews, from this thelt 
progenitor Heber, our author Josephus here rightly af- 
nriiis; and not from Abram the Hebrew, or 
over Euphrates, as many of the moderns suppose. Shem 
is also called the rather of all the children of Hebcr^ ot 
of all the Hebrews, in a history long before Abram pass- 
ed over Euphrates (Ocn. x. 21), though it must be con- 
fessed that (Gen. xiv. I.")), where the original says they 
io'd Ahrim the Hebrewt the Septuagint renders it the 
mseengert But this is spoken only of Abram 

minself, who had then lately iiassed over Euphrates: 
ind is anottjer signification or the Hebrew word, taken 
as an appciiativcj and not as a proper name. 
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had for Ids son at the hundred and thirty- 
fifth year of his age. Arphaxad was the son 
of Shem, and born twelve years after the 
Ueluge. Now Abram had two brethren. 
Nahor and Haran ; of these Uaran left a son, 
Lot; as also Sarai and Milclia his daughters, 
and died among the Chaldeans, in a city of 
the Chaldeans, called Ur ; and his monument 
is shown to this day. These married their 
nieces. Nahor married ]\lilcha, and Abram 
matried Sar<ii. Now Terah hating Chaldea, 
on account of his mourning for Haran, they 
all removed to Haran of IMesopotainin, where 
Terah died, and was buried, when he had liv- 
ed to be two hundred and five years old ; for 
tlie life of man w'as already, by degrees di- 
minished, and became shorter than before, till 
the birth of IMoses ; after whom tJie term of 
human life was one hundred and twenty years, 
God determining it to the length tliat Moses 
happened to live. Now Nahor had eight sens 
by Milcha; Uz and Buz, Keimiel, Chesed, 
Azau, Pheldas, Jadelph, and Bethuei. These 
were all the genuine sons of Njihor ; for Teha 
and Gaam, and Tachas, and Maaca, were 
horn of Keuma h.is concubine ; but Bethuei 
had a daughter, Rebecca, — and a son, Laban. 


CHAPTER VII. 

HOW ABRAM OUR FORflFATHKU WENT OUT OF 
THE LAND OF THE CHALDEANS, AND LIVED 
IN THE LAND THEN CALLED CANAAN, BUT 
NOW JUDEA. 

§ 1. Now Abram Iiaving no son of bis owm, 
adopted Lot, bis brother Haran's son, and his 
wife Sarai’s brother ; and he left the land of 
Chaldea when he was seventy-five years old, 
and at the command of God went into Ca- 
naan, and therein he dwelt himself, and left 
it to his posterity. He was a j)erson of great 
sagacity, both for understanding all things 
and persuading his hearers, and not mistaken 
in his opinions; for which reason he began to 
have higher notions of virtue than others had, 
Rpd he determined to renew and to change 
the opinion all men happened then to hav- 
eoncerning God ; for he was the first that 
ventured to publish this notion, That there 
was but one God, tlie Creator of the universe; 
and that, as to other [gods], if they contri- 
buted any thing to the happiness of men, that 
each of them afforded it only according to bis 
appointment, and not by their own power. 
This his opinion was derived from the irregu- 
lar phenomeiia 'bat. were visible both at land 
and sea, as well as those that happen to tlie 
sun and moon, and all the heavenly bodies, 
thus “ If [said he] 4hcse bodies had power 
of their own, they would certainly take care 
of their own regular motions ; but since they 
do not preserve such regularity, they make it 
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plain, that in so far as they co-operate to our 
advantage, they do it not of their own abili- 
ties, but as they arc subservient to Him that 
commands them ; to whom alone we ought 
justly to oflfer our honour and thanksgiving,** 
For which doctrine.s, when the Chaldeans and 
:)ther people of Mesopotamia raised a tumult 
against him, he thought fit to leave that coun- 
try ; and at the command, and by the assist- 
ance of God, he came and lived in the land 
of Canaan. And when he was there settled, 
he built an altar, and performed a sacrifice to 
God. 

2. Berosus mentions our father Abram 
without naming him, when he says thus: — 

‘ In the tenth generation after the Flood, 
there was among the Chaldeans a man right- 
!OUsand great, and skilful in the celestial sci- 
ence.’* But Hecatai'us does more than barely 
mention him ; for he composed and left be- 
liind him a hook concerning him. And Ni- 
colaus of Damascus, in the fourth book ot 
his history, says thus : — “ Abram reigned at 
Dama.sciis, being a foreigner, who came with 
:in army out of the land above Babylon, call- 
ed the land of the Chaldeans, But after a 
long time he got him up, and removed from 
that country also with his people, and went 
into the land then called the land of Canaan, 
but now the land of Judea, and this when 
Ills posterity were become a multitude; as to 
which posterity of his, we relate their history 
in another work. Now the name of Abram 
is even still famous in the country of Da- 
mascus; and there is shown a village r.amed 
from him. The HdbUalion of Abram, 


CHAPTER VIII. 

THAT WHEN THERE WAS A FAMINE IN CANAAN 
ABRAM WENT THENCE INTO EGYFr; AND AF- 
TER IIK HAD CONTINUED THERE A WHILE, 
HE RETURNED BACK AGAIN. 

§ 1. Now, after this, when a famine had in- 
vaded the land of Canaan, and Abram had 
discovered that the Egyptians were ip a flour- 
ishing condition, he was disposed to go down 
to tligin, both to partake of the plenty they 
enjoyed, and to become an auditor of their 
priests, and to know w'hat they said concern- 
ing the gods ; designing either to f(^.llow them, 
if they had better notions than he, or to con- 
vert them into abetter way, if his own notions 
proved the truest. Now, seeing he was to take 
Sarai with him, and was afraid of the madness 
of the Egyptians with regard to women, lest 
the king should kill him on occasion of his 
wife’s great beauty, he contrived this device ; 
— he pretended to be her brother, and direct- 
ca tier in a dissembling way to pretend the 
same, for he said it would be for their benefit, 
Now as soon as he came into Egypt, it hap> 
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pened to Abram as he supposed it would ; for 
the fame of his wife’s beauty was greatly talk- 
ed of, for which reason Pharaoh the king of 
Egypt would not be satisfied with what was 
reported of her, but would needs see her him- 
self, and was preparing to enjoy her ; but God 
put a stop to his unjust inclinations, by send- 
ing upon him a distemper, and a sedition 
against his government. And when he in 
quired of the priests, how he might be freed 
from these calamities, they told him that this 
his miserable condition was derived from the 
wrath of God, upon account of his inclina- 
tions to abuse the stranger’s wife. He then 
out of fear asked Sarai who she was, and who 
it was that she brought along with her. And 
when he had found out the truth, he excused 
himself to Abram, that supposing the woman 
to be his sister, and not his wife, he set his 
'iiroctions on her, as desiring an affinity with 
nim by marrying her,^nt not as incited by 
lust to abuse her. He also made him a large 
present in money, and gave him lejive to enter 
into conversation with the most learned among 
ilie Egyptians ; from which conversation, his 
virtue and his reputation became more con- 
spicuous than they had been before. 

2. For whereas the Egyptians vs'ere former- 
ly addicted to different customs, and despised 
one another’s sacred and accustomed rites, and 
were vei’y angry one with another on that ac- 
count, Abram conferred with each of them, 
and, confuting the reasonings they made use 
of, every one for llieir own practices, demon- 
strated that such reasonings w'ere vain and 
void of truth ; whereupon he was admired by 
them iu titose conferences as a very wise man, 
and one of great sagacity, when he discoursed 
ou any subject he undertook; and this not only 
in understanding it, but iu persuading other 
men also to assent to him. He communicat- 
ed to them arithmetic, and delivered to them 
the science of astronomy ; for, before Abram 
came into Egypt, they were unacquainted with 
those parts of learning ; for that science came 
from tire Chaldeans into Egypt, and from 
thence to the Greeks also. 

3. As soon as Abram was come back int< 
Canaan, he parted the laud between him . and 
Lot, upon account of the tumultuous bchavi 
our of their shepherds, concerning the pastures 
wherein they should feed their flocks. How- 
ever, he gave Lot his option, or leave, to 
choose wljich lands he would hike ; and h< 
took himself what the other left, which w'ere 
the lower grounds at the foot of the moun- 
tains ; and he himself dwelt in Hebron, which 
is a city seven years more ancient than Tanis 
of Egypt. Hut Lot possessed the land of the 
plain, and the river Jordan, not far from the 
city of Sodoin, which was then a fine city ; 
but is now destroyed by the will and wrath of 
God -the cause of which I shall show in its 
proper place hereafter. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SODOMITES BT THE 
ASSYRIAN WAR. 

At this time, when the Assyrians had the 
dominion over Asia, the people of Sodom 
w'ere in a flourishing condition, both as to 
riches and tlie number of their youth. There 
were five kings that managed the affairs of 
this country : Balias, Barsas, Senabar, and 
Sumohor, with the king of Bela; and each 
king led on his own troops; and th*» Assy- 
rians made war upon them ; and, dividing 
their army into four parts, fought against 
them. Now every part of the army had its 
own commander; and when the battle was 
joined, the Assyrians were conquerom; and 
imposed a tribute on the kings of the Sodom- 
ites, who submitted to this slavei;y twelve 
years; and so long they continued to pay 
their tribute ; but on the thirteenth year they 
rebelled, and then the army of the Assyrians 
came upon them, under their commanders 
Amraphel, Arioch, Chodorlaomor, and I'ldal. 
'fhesc kings had laid waste all Syria, and 
overthrown the offspring of the giants; and 
when they were come over against Sodoin, 
they pitched their camp at the vale called the 
Slime Pits, for at that time there were pits in 
that place ; but now, upon the destruction of 
the city of Sodom, that vale became the 
Lake Asphaltites, as it is called. However, 
concerning this lake we shall speak more 
presently. Now when the Sodomites joined 
battle with the Assyrians, and the fight was 
very obstinate, many of them were killed, and 
the rest were carried captive ; among which 
captives was Lot, who had ceme to assist the 
Sodomites. 


CHAPTER X. 

HOW ABRAM FOUGHT WITH THE ASSYRIANS 
AND OVERCAME THEM, AND SAVED THE 
SODOMITE PRISONERS, AND TOOK FROM THE 
ASSYRIANS THE PREY THEY HAD GOTTEN, 

§ 1. When Abram heard of their calamity 
he was at once afraid for Lot his kinsman 
and pitied the Sodomites, his friends and 
neighbours; and thinking it proper to afford 
them assistance, he did not delay it, bui 
marched hastily, and the fifth night fell upon 
the Assyrians, near Dan, for that is the name 
of the other spring of Jordan; and before 
they could arm themselves, he slew some as 
they were iu their beds, before they could 
suspect any harm ; and others, who were not 
yet gone to sleep, but were so drunk tliey 
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could not fight, ran away. Abram pursued birds of prey flew about, as desirous of blood, 
after them, till on the second day he drove divine voice came to him, declaring that 
them in a body unto Hoba, a place belong- their neighbours would be grievous to his 
ing to Damascus ; and thereby demonstrated posterity when they should be in Egypt, for 
that victory does not depend on multitude four hundred years, f during w’hich time they 
and the number of hands, but the alacrity and should be aiflicted ; but afterwards should 
courage of soldiers overcome the most nume- overcome their enemies, should conquer the 
rous bodies of men, while he got the victory Canaranites in war, and possess themselves of 
over so great an army with no more than their land, and of their cities, 
three hundred and eighteen of his servants, 4. Now Abram dwelt near the oak called 
and three of his friends : but all those that Ogyges, — the place belongs to Canaan, not 


fled returned home ingloriously. 

2. So Abram, when he had saved the cap- 
tive Sodomites who had been taken by the 
Assyrians, and Lot also, his kinsman, return-ii!| 
ed hoTiic in peace. Now the king of Sodom 
met him at a certain place, which they called 
The King’s Dale, where IVIelchisedec, king 
of the city Salem, received him. That name 
^ignifina the righteous kingi and such he was 
without dispute, insomuch that, on this ac- 
count, he was made the priest of God : how- 
ever, they aftcrw'ard called Salem Jemsitlenu 
Now this Melchisedec sujiplied Abram’s army 
in an hospitable manner, and gave them provi- 
sions in abundance; and us they were feasting, 
he began to praise him, and to bless God for 
subduing his enemies under him. And when 
Abram gave him the tenth part of his prey, 
he accepted of the gift : but the king of So- 
dom desired Abram to take the prey, but en- 
treated that he might have those men restored 
to him whom Abram had saved from the As- 
syrians, because they belonged to him ; but 
Abram would nut do so; nor would make 
any other advantage of tliat prey than w’hat 
his servants had eaten ; but still insisted that 
he should aflbrd a part to his friends that had 
assisted him in the battle. The first of them 
was called Escliol, and then Enner, and 
Mambre. 

3. And God commended his virtue, and 
said, Thou shalt not, however, lose the rewards 
thou hast deserved to receive by such thy glo- 
rious actions. He answered, And what ad- 
vantage will it be to me to have such rewards, 
wlien 1 have none to enjoy them after me ? — 
for he was hitherto childless. And God pro- 
nused that he should have a son, and that his 
posterity should be very numerous, insomuch 
that their number should be like the stars. 
When he heard that, he offered a sacrifice to 
God, as he commanded him. The manner 
of the sacrifice was this He took an heifer 
of three years old, and a sho-goat of three 
years old, and a ram in like manner of three 
years old, and a turtle dove and a pigeon ; 
and as he was enjoined, he divided the three 
former ; but the birds he did not divide. After 
which, before he built his altar, where the 

• Tt is worth noting; iiure, that God required no other 
tacaifiees under the law of Mo«e», than what were taken 
Arom these live kinds of animal? which he here required 
of Abram. Nor did tlie Jews feed upon any otiier do- 
mestic animals than the thr»c here named, as Rcland 
observes on Antt}. b. iv v sect. 4. 


far from the city of Hebron : but being un- 
easy at his wife’s barrenness, he entreated 
God to grant that he might have male issue ; 
land God required of him to be of good cou- 
rage; and said, that he would add to all the 
rest of the benefits that he had bestow'ed on 
him ever since he led him out of Mesopota- 
mia, the gift of children. Accordingly Sarai, 
at God’s command, brought to his bed one of 
her handmaidens, a \wiman of Egyptian des- 
cent, in order to obtahi children by her ; and 
when this liandmaid was with child, she tri- 
umphed, and ventured to afTront Sarai, as if 
the dominion were to come to a son to be 
jorn of her : but when Abram resigned her 
into the hand of Sarai, to punish her, she 
contrived to fly away, as not able to bear the 
instances of Sarai’s severity to iier ; and she 
•ntreated God to have compassion on her. 
Now a divine angel met her, as she was go- 
ing forward in the w ilderness, and bid her re- 
turn to her master and mistress ; for, if she 
would submit to that wise advice, she would 
live better hereafter ; for that the reason of 
her being in such a miserable case was this, 
that she had been ungrateful and arrogant to- 
wards her mistress. He also told her, that if 
she disobeyed God, and went on still in her 
way, she should perish ; but if she w'ould 
return back, she should become the mother of 
a son who should reign over that country. 
These admonitions she obeyed, and returned 
to her master and mistress, aud obtained for- 
giveness. A little while afterw’ards, she bare 
Ismael, which may be interpreted Heard of 
God, because God had heard his mother’s 
prayer. 

5. The forementioned son was born to 
Abram when he was eighty-six years old : 
but when he was ninety-nine, God appeared 
to him, and promised him that he should have 
a son by Sarai, and commanded that his name 
should be Isaac; and showed him, th((t from this 
son should spring great nations and kings, and 
that they should obtain all the land of Canaan 
by war, from SIdon to Egypt. But he charg. 
ed him, in order to keep his posterity unmixed 
witli others, that they should be circumcised 
in the flesh of their foreskin, and that this 
should be done on the eighth day after they 
were born ; the reason of which circumcision 
I will explain in another place. And Abram 

t As to this Rfflietion of Abram's posterity tor 400 
years, see Antiq b- li. clt. tx. sect. 1. 
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iiK]uiriiig also concerning Ismael, whether he 
should live or not, God signified to him that 
he should live to be very old, and should be 
the father qf great nations. Abram, there- 
fore, gave thanks to God for these blessings ; 
and then he, and all his family, and his son 
Ismael, were circumcised immediately, tlie 
son being that day thirteen years of age, and 
he ninety- nine. 


CHAPTER XI. 

HOW GOD OVERTHREW THE NATION OF THE 

SODOMITES, OUT OF HIS WRATH AGAINST 

THEM FOR THEIR SINS. 

§ 1. About this time the Sodomites grew 
proud, on account of their riches and great 
wealtli ; they became unjust towards men, 
and impious towards God, insomuch that 
they did not call to mind the advantages they 
received from him : they liated strangers, 
and abused themselves with Sodomitical prac- 
tices. God was therefore much displeased 
at them, and determined to punish them for 
their pride, and to overthrow their city, and 
to lay waste their country, until there should 
neither plant nor fruit grow out of it. 

‘2. When God had thus resolved concern- 
ing the Sodomites, Abraham, as he sat by the 
oak of Mambre, at the door of his tent, saw 
three angpls; and, thinking them to be stran- 
gers, he rose up and saluted them, and de- 
sired they would accept of an entertainment, 
and abi(le with him j to which when they 
agreed, ho ordered cakes of meal to be made 
presently : and when he had slain a calf, he 
roasted it, and brought it to them, as they 
sat under the oak. Now they made a show 
of eating ; and besides, they asked him about 
his w'ife Surah, where she was ; and when he 
said she was within, they said they would 
come again hereafter, and find her become a 
mother. Upon which the woman laughed, 
and said that it was impossible she should 
bear children, since she was ninety years of 
age, and her htisband was an hundred. Then 
they concealed themselves no longer, but de- 
clared that they were angels of God ; and that 
one of them was sent to inform them about 
the child, and two of Uie overthrow of So- 
dom. ^ 

3. When Ajbraham heard this, he was 
grieved for the Sodomites ; and he rose up, 
and besought God for them, and entreat^ 
him that he would not destroy the righteous 
with the wicked. And w'heil God had replied 
that there was no good mail among the So- 
domites ; for if there were but ten such men 
among them, he would not punish any of 
them for. their sins, Abraham held his peace. 
And the angels came to the city of the So- 
domites, and Lot entreated them to accept of' 
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a lodging with him ; for he was a very gene- 
rous and hospitable man, and one that had 
learned to imitate tlie goodness of Abraham. 
Now when the Sodomites saw the young 
men to be of beautiful countenances, and 
this to an extraordinary degree, and that they 
took up their lodgings with I.ot, they resolved 
themselves to enjoy these beautiful boys by 
force and violence ; and when Lot exhorted 
them to sobriety, and not to oiler any thing 
immodest to the strangers, but to have re- 
gard to their lodging in his house; and pro- 
mised, that if their inclinations could not be 
jj^overned, he wmuld expose his daughters to 
l^eir lust, instead of these slrangers— neither 
thus were they made ashamed. 

4 . But God was much displeased at their 
impudent behaviour, so that he both smote 
those men with blindness, and condemned the 
Sodomites to universal destruction. Bift Lot, 
upon God’s informing him of the future de- 
struction of the Sodomites, went away, taking 
with him his wdfe and daughters, who were 
two, and still virgins ; for those that were be- 
trothed* to them were above the thoughts of 
going, and deemed that Lot’s words were tri- 
fling. God then cast a thunderbolt upon the 
city, and set it on fire, with its inhabitants ; 
and laid waste the country with the like burn- 
ing, as 1 formerly said when I wrote the Jew* 
ish war.j- But. Lot’s wife continually turn- 
ing back to view the city as she went from it, 
and being too nicely inquisitive what would 
become of it, although God had forbidden her 
so to do, was changed into a pillar of salt;^ 
for I have seen it, and it remains at this day. 
Now be and his daughters fled to a certain 
small place, encompassed with the Are, and 
settled in it. It is to this day called £^oar, 
for that is the word w hich the Hebrews use 
for a small tliing. There it was that he lived 
a miserable life, on account of his having no 
company, and his want of provisions. 

5 . But his daughters, thinking that all 
mankind were destroyed, approached to their 

♦ These j?ons-in-law to Lot, a-s they are called (Gen. 
xix. 12 — 14), might be so styled because they were lie- 
trothed to Lot’s daughters, (hough not yet married to 
them. Sec the note on Antiq. b. xiv, eh. xili. sect 1. 
f Of the War, b. iv, ck. viii, sect. 4. 
f This pillar of salt was, we sec here, standing in the 
days'of .losephus; and he hatl seen it That it was 
standing then, is also attested by Clement of Rome, 
contcmiK)rary with Joseph us ; as also that it was so in the 
next century, is attested by Ircnieus, with the addition 
of an hypothesis, how it came to last so long, with all 
its members entire.— Whether the account that some 
modem tn vcllcrs give be true, that it is still standing, 
I do not know. Its remote situation, at the utmost 
southern point of the Sea of Sodom, in the wild and 
dangerous deserts of Arabia, makes it exceeding difficult 
for inquisitive travellers to examine the place } and for 
common reports of count ^ , at a distance, they 

are not very satisfactory. In the mean time, I have no 
opinion of Le Clerc’s dissertation or hypothesis about 
this question, which can only be determined tw eye-wit- 
nesses. When Christian princes, so called. Jay aside 
tiieir fooIi.sh and unchristian wars and quarrels, and 
a body of fit persons to tiavel over the east, and bang 
taithful accounts of all ancient monuments, and pro- 
cure us copies of all ancient reoonis, at present lost s- 
moiw us, we may hope for ihll satisfaction in such in- 
quiries, hut hardly liefore- 
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father,* though taking care not to be perceived, and that if he thought fit to continue with him, 
This they did, that human kind might not ut- he should have what he wanted in abundance ; 
terly fail. And they bare sons ; the son of but that if he designed to go away, he should 
the elder was named Moab, which denotes one be honourably conducted, and have whatso> 
derived from his father. The younger bare ever supply he wanted when lie came thither. 
Ammon, which name denotes one derived Upon iiis saying this, Abraham told him that 
from a kinsman. The former of whom was his pretence of kindred to his wife was no lie, 
the father of the Moabites, which is even still because she was his brother’s daughter j and 
a great nation ; the latter was the father of the that he did not think himself safe in his tra- 
Ammonites : and both of them are inhabitants vels abroad, without this sort of dissimulation ; 
of Celesyria. And such was the departure and that he was not the cause of his distem- 
of Lot from among the Sodomites. per, but was only solicitous fur his own safety. 

He said also, that he was ready to stay w'itli 
I him. Whereupon Abimelech assigned him 
wland and money ; and they covenanted to 
CHAPTER XII. I live together without guile, and took ao 


CONCERNING ALIMET.ECH ; AND CONCERNING IS- 
MAEL, TIIK SON OF ABRAHAM; ANDCONCERN- 
INGTHE ARABIANS, WHO WERE HISPOSTEUITY. 

§ 1. Abraham now removed to Gerar of 
Palestine, leading Sarah along with him, un- 
der the notion of his sister, using the like dis- 
simulation that he had used before, and tiiis 
out of fear ; for he w’as afraid of Abimelech, 
the king of that country, who did also him- 
self fall in love with Sarah, and was disposed 
to corrupt her; but he was restrained from 
satisfying his lust, by a dangerous distemper, 
which befell him from God. Now when his 
physicians despaired of curing him, he fell a- 
sleep, and saw a dream, warning him not to 
abuse the stranger’s wife j and when he re- 
covered, he told his friends that God liad in- 
flicted that disease upon him, by way of pu- 
nishment, for his injury to tlie stranger, and 
in order to preserve the chastity of liis wife; 
for that she did not accompany him as his sis- 
ter, but as liis legitimate wife ; and that God 
nad promised to be gracious to him for the 
lime to come, if this persdn be once secure of 
his wife’s chastity. When he had said this, 
by the advice of his friends, he sent for Abra- 
ham, and bid him not be concerned about 
his wife, or fear the corruption of her chastity ; 
for that God took care of him, and that it w'as 
by bis providence that he received his wife 
again, without her sutfering any abuse ; a^jd 
he appealed to God, and to his wife’s consci- 
ence, and said that he had not any inclination 
at first to enjoy her, if he had known she was 
bis wife; but since, said he, thou ledst her 
about as thy sister, I was guilty of no offence. 
He also entreated him to be at peace with 
bim, and to make God propitious to him; 

« I sec no proper wioked intention in these daughters 
of Lot, when in a case which apficarcd to them of un- 
avoidable necessity, they procured themselves to be 
with jphild by flieir father. Without such an unavoid- 
able iucc'<t is a horrid crime; but whether in 

such a dfttecei'.'ity as they appreiicnded tiiis to be, 
aM^ing to. any such crime, 1 am not 

satisfied. In mtmh time, ^eii maUng their father 
drunk, and solicitous concealment of what they 
did ftoro hini, shows that they despaired of persuading 
him to ad action which, at the best, couid not but be 
very suapteiokr and sliocktng to so good a man. 


oath at a certain well called Beerslieba, which 
may be interpreted T/ie Well of the Oath, And 
so it is named by the people of the country 
unto this day. 

2. Now in a little time Abraham had a son 
by Sarali, as God had foretold to him, whom 
he named Isaac, which signifies Laughter; 
and indeed they so called him, because Sarah 
laughed wlien God* said that she should hear 
a son, she not expecting such a thing, as he 
ing past the age of child-bearing, for she was 
ninety years old, and Abraham an luindrcd ; 
so that this son was horn to them both in the 
last year of each of those decimal numbers 
And they circumcised Iiiin upon the eighth 
day. And from tliat time the Jews continue 
the custom of circumcising their sons within 
that number of days. Hut as for ^bc Arab- 
ians, they circumcise after the thirteenth year, 
because Ismael, the founder of their nation, 
who w'as born to Abraham of the concubine, 
was circumcised at that age ; toncerning 
whom I will presently give a particular ac- 
count, with great exactness. 

3. As for Sarah, she at first loved Ismael, 
who was horn of her own handmaid Hagar, 
with an afleclion not inferior to that of her own 
son, for he was brought up, in order to succeed 
in the government ; but when she herself had 
born Isaac, she was not willing that tsmaci 
should bo brought up with him, as being too 
old for him, and able to do him injuries when 
their father should be dead ; she therefore per- 
suaded Abraham to send him and his mother 
to some distant country. Now, at the first he 
did not agree to what Sarah was so zealous for, 
and thought it an instance of the greatest bar- 
barity to send aw^ay a young child^ and a wo- 

■t It is well worth observation, that Josephus here 
calls that principal angel, who appeared to Abraliam 
ami foretold the birth of Isaac, directly Ood; which 
language of Josephus here, prepares us to believe those 
other expressions of his, that jest/s nma a wise maiit if 
it be lavful to call him a viarit Antiq. b. xviii, chap, iii, 
sect. 3; and of God the fVord, in his homily con- 
cerning Hades, may be both genuine. Nor is the other 
expression of divine an^eit used presently, and before, 
also of any other signification. 

% Josepnus here calls Ismael a young child or infant, 
though he was about 13 years of age ; aa Judas calls him- 
self and his brethren young men, when he was 47, and 
had two children, Antiq. D. ii, chap. sect. 8, and thev 
were of much the some age as u a damsel of 1^ 
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man unprovided of necessaries ; but at length I superior to his enimes ; and that his son Isaac, 
he agreed to it, because Ood vras pleased with I who was the principal part of his present hap. 
what Sarah had determined ; so he delivered ' piness, was derived from him ; «nd he said 
Ismael to his mother, as not yet able to go by that be required tJiis son of his as a sacrifice 
nimself; and commanded her to take a bottle and holy oblation. Accordingly he command- 
of water, and a loaf of bread, and so to depart, jed him to carry him to the mountain Moriah, 
and to take Necessity for her guide. But as | and to build an altar, and offer him for a 
soon as her necessary provisions failed, she burnt-oircring upon it ; for that this would 
found herself in an evil case; and when the best manifest his religious disposition towards 
water was almost spent, slie laid the young him, if he preferred what was pleasing to God, 
child, who was ready to expire, under a fig-tree, before the preservation of his own son. 
and went on farther, that so he miglit die while 2. Now Abraham thought that it was not 
she was absent. But a divine angel came to right to disobey God in any thing, but that he 
her, and told her of a fountain hard by, and was obliged to serve him in every circumstance 
old her take care and bring up the child, bc-M^ife, since all creatures that live enjoy their 
cause she should be very happy by thepreser-| nte by his providence, and the kindness he be- 


vation of Ismael. She then took courage, upon 
the prospect of what was promised her, and, 
meeting with some shepherds, by their care she 
got clear of the distresses she had been in. 

4. When the lad was grown up, he married 
a wife, by birth an Egyptian, from whence the 
i 7 >other was herself derived originally. Of this 
wife were born to Ismael twelve sons ; Nabaioth, 
Kedar, Abdeel, Mabsam, Idumas, Masmaos, 
Masaos, Chodad, Theman, Jetur, Naphesus, 
Cadmas. These inhabited all the country from 
Euphrates to tho lied Sea, and called it Na- 
batene. They are an Arabian nation, and name 
their tribes from these, both because of their 
own virtue, and because of the dignity of Ab- 
raham their father. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

(ONCERNING ISAAC, THE LEGITIMATE SON OF 
ABRAHAISI. 

§ 1, Now Abraham greatly loved Isaac, as be- 
ing his only begotten*, and given to him at the 
borders of old age, by tlie favour of God. The 
child also endeared himself to his parents still 
more, by the exercise of every virtue, and ad- 
hering to his duty to his parents, and being 
zealous in the w'orship of God. Abraham also 
placed ids own happiness in this prospect, that, 
when lie should die, he should leave this his son 
ill a safe and secure condition ; wdiich accord- 
ingly he obtained by the will of God ; who, be- 
ing desirous to make an experiment of Abra- 
ham’s rel/giops disposition towards himself, ap- 
peared to him, and enumerated all the blessings 
be had bestowed on him ; how he had made him 

years old called a little child. Mark v. 59—12, five se- 
veral times. Herod also is said by Josephus to be a very 
young man at 25. See the note on Antiq. b. xiv, chap. 
IX, sect 2, and of the War, b. i, chap. x. And Aristo- 
bulus is styled a very little child at 16 years of age, 
Antiq, b. xv, chap, ii, sect. 6, 7- Oomitian is also called 
by him a veiy young child, when he went on his German 
expedition at about 18 years of age, of the War. b. vii, 
chap, iv, sect. 2. Sa.tison's wife, and Ruth, when they 
were widows, are called chiidreti, Antiq. b. v, chap, via, 
sect. 6, and chap, lx, sect. 2, 3. 

* Note, tliat iH)th here and Heb. xi, 17, Isaac is called 
Abraham’s only begotten son, though he at the iKime i 
time had another son, Ismael. The Septu^nt expresses 
the true meaning, by rendering the text tnebfioved»otu 


stows on them. Accordingly he concealed 
this command of God, and liis own intentions 
about the slaughter of his son, from his wife 
as also frem every one of his servants, other- 
wise he should have been hindered from his 
obedience to God ; and he took Isaac, together 
with two of his servants, and laying what things 
were necessary fora sacrifice upon an ass, he 
went away to tlie mountain. Now the two 
servants went along with him two days • but 
on the third day 4 as soon as he saw the moun- 
tain, he left those servants that were with him 
till then in the plain, and, having his son alone 
with him, he came to the mountain. It was 
that mountain upon which king David after- 
wards built the temple^f Now they had 
brought with them every thing necessary for 
a sacrifice excepting the animal that was to be 
olfered only. Now Isaac was twenty-five years 
old. And as he was building the altar he asked 
his father what he was about to offer, since 
there was no animal there for an oblation : — 
to which it was answered, “ That God would 
provide himself an oblation, he being able to 
make a plentiful provision for men out of what 
they have not,’'aiul to deprive others of what 
they already have, when they put too much trust 
therein ; that therefore, if God pleased to be 
present and propitious at this sacrifice, he 
would provide himself an oblation.” 

3. As soon as the altar was prepared, and 
Abraham had laid on the wood, and all things 
were entirely ready, he said to his son, “ O 
son ! I poured out a vast number of prayers 
that I might have thee for my son ; when thou 
wast come into the world, there was nothing 
that could contribute to thy support for which 
I was not greatly solicitous, nor any thing 
wherein I thought myself happier than to see 
thee grown up to man’s estate, and that I might 
leave thee at my death the successor to TQy 
dominion ; .but since it was by God’s will that 
I became thy father, and it is now his will that 

t Here is a plain error in the copies, which any that 
king David afterwards built the temple on this-rnount 
Moriah, while it was ecrtainly no other th;in king So- 
lomon who built that temiite, as Indeed P «tcoi>iu!t i4ics 
it from Josephus. For it was for certain I. avid, and no* 
Solomon, who built the first altar there, as we learn 
! 2 Sam. xxiv, 18, &c. 1 Ghron. xxi, 22, &c. and Avti^ 

! b. vli, chap. xiii. sect. A. 
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I relinquish thee, bear this consecration to Go 
with a generous mind j for 1 resign thee iij> t 
God, who has thought 6t now to require this te; 
iimony of honour to himself, on account of tli 
favours he hath conferred on me, in being f 
me a supporter and defender. According, 
thou, my son, wilt now die, not in any commo 
way of going out of the world, but sent t 
God, the Father of all men, heforchand, b 
thy own father, in the nature of a sacrifice, 
suppose he thinks thee worthy to get clear o 
this world neither by disease, neither by wa 
nor by any other severe way, by whicli deatl 
usually comes upon men, but so that he wi, 
receive thy soul with prayers and holy offic| 
of religion, and will place thee near to him 
self, and tliou wilt there be to me a succoiiro 
and supporter in my old age ; on which ac 
count 1 principally brought tliee up, and thoi 
wilt thereby procure me God for my Cora 
forter instead of thyself.” 

4. Now Isaac was of such a generous dis 
position as became the son of such a fr.tb 
and was ])leascd with this discourse ; and sai' 

“ That he was not worthy to be born at firsi 
if he should reject the determination of G' 
and of his father, and should not resign him 
self up readily to both their pleasures j since 
w'ouhi have been unjust if he Jiad not obeye 
even if bis fiitlier alone bad so resolved.” S< 
be went immediately to the altar to be sacri 
ficed. And the deed had been done if Go 
bad not opposed it ; for be called loudly t 
Abraham by his name, and forbade him i 
slay his son ; and said, “ It was not out of 
desire of human blood tliat be was commanc 
ed to slay bis son, nor was be willing that I 
should be taken away from him whom he hai 
made his father, but to try the temper of h 
mind, whether he would be obedient to sue 
a command. Since, therefore, he now w'ti 
satisfied as to that his alacrity, and the su 
prising readiness he showed in this his pict; 
he was delighted in having bestowed sue 
blessings u])on him ; and that he would m 
be wanting in all sort of concern about bin 
and in bestowing other cliildren upon him 
and that bis son should live to a very grc; 
age ; that he should live a happy life, and hi 
queath a large principality to his childrei 
who should be good and legitimate.'’ U 
foretold also, that his family should increas 
into many nations and that those patriarcli 

* Tt sepins both Iiore, and in God'sparallcI blessing . 
Jacob (chap. xlx. sect. I), that Jossopmis hail yet no ni. 
tion of the bidden meaning of tl\at most imnortant an 
most eminent promise, “ in tby seeii sliall all the fam 
lies of the earth be blessed ! lie not. And to seedt, 
as of nuiny, but as of ouc: and to iJiy wetl, which is 
Christ/* Gill. iii. IS. Nor is it any wonder, he being, I 
think, as yet not a Christian ; and had he I)cen a Chris- 
tian, yet since lie was, to lie sure, till the lai (cr part of his 
ife, no more thun an Ebionitc Christian, who, above 
all the apostles, rejected and dcspiscil St. Paul, it would 
^ no great wonder if he did not now follow his inicr- 
nretation. In the mean time, we have in effect St. 
Faul‘8 exposition In li.c ! .>.d ament of Reuben, sect. 6, 
in Aulhent. Hee. Parti, ji. e"s-, who changes his sons 

** to worsbi|) the seen of Judah, who should die for 
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should leave behind them an everlasting name, 
that they should obtain the possession of the 
land of Canaan, and be envied by all men. 
When God had said this, he produced to 
them a ram, w'hich did not appear before, for 
the sacrifice. So Abraliam and Isaac receiv- 
ing each other unexpectedly, and having ob- 
tained the promises of such great blessings, 
embraced one another ; and when they bad 
sacrificed, they returned to Sarah, and lived 
happily together, God affording them Ids as- 
sistance in all tilings they desired. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

CONCfiftNlNa SARAH, ABHAHAM’s WIFE; AND 
HOW SHF. ENDED HER DAYS. 

Now Sarah died a little while after, having 
lived one hundred and twentj^-seven years. 
They buried her in Hebron ; tJie Canaanites 
publicly allowing them a burying-place 
which piece of ground Abraham bought, for 
four hundred shekels, of Ephron, an inhabit- 
ant of Hebron ; and both Abraham and his 
desccndanls built themselves sepulchres in 
that place. 


CHAPTER XV 

HOW THJ-: NATION OF THE TROGLODYTES W1 UE 
DERIVED FROM ABRAHAM BY KETURAH. 

Abrah am after this married Ketiirah, by whom 
six sons w'ere born to him; men of cour- 
age and of sagacious minds: — Zambran, and 
Jazar, and Madan, and Madian, and Josabak. 
and Sous. Now the sons of Sous weroJ^aba- 
tban and Dadan ; — the sons of Dadaii were 
Latiisiin, and Assur, and Luom ; — the sons 
of Madian were Ephas, and Oplircn, and 
Anoch, and Ebidas, and Eldas. Now, for 
all these sons and grandsons, Abraham con- 
trived to settle them in colonies ; and they took 
possession of Troglodytis, and the country of 
Arabia the Happy, as far as it reaches to the 
Red Sea. It is related of this Ophren, that 
he ma<le war against Libya, and took it ; and 
that his grandchildren, when they inhabited 
it, called it (from iiis name) Africa ; and in- 
deed Alexander Polyhistor gives bis attesta- 
tion to what I here say ; who speaks thus 
“ Cleodcmus the prophet, who w'as also call- 

them in visible and invisible wars ; and should be among 
them an ctcrniil king.* ** ’ Nor is that observation of a 
learned foreigner of wy aeqiiainiance to bo despised, 
who lakes notiee, that, as seeds, in the pliiraJ, must 
signify posterity ; so seed, in the singular, may signify 
cither posterity, or a single person ; and that in tliis 

{ irumisc of all nations being happy in the seed of Abra 
lain, or Isaac, or Jacob. &c. it is always used in the sin 
gular. To which 1 shall add, that it is sometimes, as 
It were, iiaraphnised by the son of Abraham, the son of 
David, &C. which is capable of no such ambiguity 
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ed Malchus, who wrote a History of the Jews, 
in agreement with the History of Moses, their 
legislator, relates, that there were many sons 
born to Abraham by Keturah ; nay, he names 
three of them, Apher, and Surim, and Japh. 
ran : that from Surim was the land ef Assyria 
denominated ; and that from the other two 
(Apher and Japhran) the country of Africa 
took its name ; because these men were auxi- 
liaries to Hercules, when ho fought against 
Libya and Anteeus ; and that Hercules mar- 
ried Aphra’s daughter, and of her he begat a 
son, Diodorus ; and that Sophon was his son ; 
from whom that barbarous people called So- 
phacians were denominated." 


CHAPTER XVI. 

HOW ISAAC TOOK REBEKA TO WIFE. 

§ 1. Now when Abraham, tlie father of Isaac, 
bad resolved to take liebeka, who was grand 
daughter to his brother Nahor, for a wife to 
his son Isaac, who was then about forty years 
old, he sent the ancientest of his servants 
to betroth her, after he had obliged him to 
give him the strongest assurances of his fide- 
lity j — which assurances were given after the 
manner following:— Thefy put each other’s 
hands under each other’s thighs ; then they 
called upon God as the witness of what was 
to be done. He also sent such presents to 
those that were there as were in esteem, on 
account that they either rarely or never were 
Seen in that country. The servant got thi- 
ther not under a considerable time j for it re- 
quires much time to pass through Mesopota- 
mia, in which it is tedious travelling, both in 
winter, for the depth of the clay— and in 
summer, for want of w'atcr ; and, besides this, 
for the robberies there committed, wdiich arc 
not to be avoided by travellers but by caution 
beforehand. How'ever, the servant came to 
Haran ; and when he was in the suburbs, lie 
met a considerable number of maidens going 
to the water ; he therefore prayed to God that 
Hebeka might be found among them, or her 
whom Abraham sent him as his servant to 
espouse to his son, in case his will were that 
this marriage should be consummated ; and 
that she might be made known to him by the 
sign, That wf^ile others denied him water to 
drink, she might give it him. 

2. With this intention he went to the well, 
and desired the maidens tagive him some 
water to drink : but while the others refused, 
on pretence that they wanted it all at home, 
and could spare none for him, one only of the 
company rebuked them for their peevish be- 
haviour towards (he stranger ; and said, What { 
IB there that you will ever communicate to any ' 
body, who have not so much as given the man 
some water ? She then offered him water in 
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an obliging manner; and now he began to 
hope that his grand affair would succeed ; but 
desiring still to know the truth, hb commend- 
ed her for her generosity and good-nature, 
that she did not scruple to afford a sufficiency 
of water to those that wanted it, though it 
cost her some pains to draw it ; and asked 
who were her parents, and wished them joy 
of such a daughter. ** And mayest thou be 
espoused,** said he, to their satisfaction, in- 
to the family of an agreeable husband, and 
bring him legitimate children !" Nor did she 
disdain to satisfy his inquiries, but told him 
her family. * They,* says she, * call me Re- 
my father was BethucI, but he is dead; 
and Laban is my brother ; and, together witli 
my mother, takes care of all our family af- 
fairs, and is the guardian of my virginity.’ 
When the servant heard this, he was very glad 
at what had happened, and at what was told 
him, as perceiving that God had thus plainly 
directed his journey: and producing his brace- 
lets, and some other ornaments wiiich it was 
esteemed decent for virgins to wear, he gave 
them to the damsel, by way of acknowledg- 
ment, and as a reward for her kindness in 
giving him water to drink ; saying, it was but 
jjust that she should have them, because she 
was so much more obliging than any of the 
rest. She desired also that he would come 
and lodge with them, since the approach of 
the night gave him not time to proceed far- 
ther ; and producing his precious ornaments 
for women, he said lie desired to trust them 
to none more safely than to such as she had 
shown herself to be ; and tliat he believed he 
might guess at the humanity of her mothet 
and brother, that they would not be displeas- 
ed, from the virtue he found in her ; for he 
would not be burdensome, but would pay the 
hire for his entertainment, and spend his own 
money. To which she replied, that he guess- 
ed right as to the humanity of her parents ; 
but complained that hfi should think them so 
parsimonious as to taKe money, for that he 
should have all on free cost : but she said she 
would first inform her brother Laban, and, if 
he gave her leave, she would conduct him in. 

3. As soon then as this was over, she in- 
troduced the stranger; and for the camels, 
the servants of Laban brought them in, and 
took care of them ; and he was himself brought 
in to supper by Laban. And, after supper, 
he says to him, and to the mother of the dam- 
sel, addressing himself to her, ** Abraham is 
the son of Terah, and a kinsman of yours ; for 
Nahor, the grandfather of these children, was 
the brother of Abraliam, by both father and 
mother; upon which account he hath sent me 
to you, being desirous to take this damsel for 
has son to wife. He is his legitimate son, 
and is brought up as his only heir. He coitJd 
indeed have had the most happy oi^ ill ttiA 
women in that country for him, but he ' 
not have his son marry any of them ; but^'(£Si 
D 
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of regal d to his own relations, he desired him 
to match here, whose affection and inclina- 
tion I would not have you despise ; for it 
was by the good plcosure of God that other 
accidents fell out in my journey, and that 
vhereby I lighted upon your daughter and your 
house ; for when I was near to the city, I saw 
a great many maidens coming to a well, and 
I prayed that I might meet with this damsel, 
which lias come to pass accordingly. Do 
you, therefore, confirm that marriage, whose 
espousals have been already made by a divine 
appearance ; and show the respect you have 
for Abraham, who hath sent me with so much 
solicitude, in giving your consent to the m^^ 
riage of this damsd.” Upon this they un- 
derstood it to be the w'ill of God, and greatly 
approved of the offer, and sent their daugh- 
ter, as w'as desired. Accordingly Isaac mar- 
ried her, the inheritance being now come to 
him ; for the children by Keturah were gone 
♦o their own remote habitations. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM. 

A MTTLE while after this, Abraham died. 
He was a man of incomparable virtue, and 
honoured by God in a manner agreeable to 
his piety towards him. The whole time of 
bis life W'as one liundrcd seventy and five 
years; and he was buried in Hebron, w'ith 
his wife Sarah, by their sons Isaac ami Is- 
mael. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

CONCERNING THE SONS OF ISAAC, ESAU AND 
JACOB. OF THEIR NATIVITY AND EDUCA- 
TION. 

§ 1. Now Isaac’s wife proved w'ith child, 
after the death of Abraham ; * and when her 
belly was greatly burdened, Isaac was very 
anxious, and inquired of God ; who answer- 
ed, that Rebeka should bear twins ; and that 
two nations should take the names of those 
sons ; and that he w ho appeared the second 
should excel tlie elder. Accordingly she, in 
a iittle time, as God had foretold, bare twins; 
the elder of whom, from his head to his feet, 
was very rough and hairy ; but the younger 
., 00 k hold cf bis heel as they were in the birth. 
Now the father loved the tlder, who w'as 
called Esau, a name agreeable to his rough- 

Urth of Jacob and Esau is here said to be after 
*“ it should hive l)oen after Sarah's 

It 01^ of the narration in Genesis, notal- 
■“R^TfUu.o' to theordvrof time, seems to 
*•.‘0 this error, as Dr. Beinard ob* 
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ness, for the Hebrews call such an hairy 
roughness [Esau,f or] Seir; but Jacob the 
younger was best beloved by his mother. 

2. When there was a famine in the land, 
Isaac resolved to go into Egypt, the land 
there being good ; but he went to Gerar, as 
God commanded him. Here Abimelech the 
king received him, because Abraham had for- 
mcrly lived with him, and had been his 
friend; and as in the beginning he treated 
him exceeding kindly, so he was hindered 
from continuing in the same disposition to 
the end, by his envy at him ; for when he 
saw that God was with Isaac, and took such 
great care of him, he drove him away from 
him. But Isaac, when be saw bow envy had 
changed the temper of Abimclccli, retired to 
a place called the Valley, not far from Gerar; 
and as he was digging a well, the shepherds 
fell upon him, and began to fight, in order to 
hinder the work ; and because he did not de- 
sire to contend, the shepherds seemed to get 
the better of him ; so he still retired, and dug 
another well ; and when certain other slx^p- 
berds of Abimelecli’s began to ofiTcr him vio- 
lence, he left that also, and still retired ; thus 
purchasing security to himself by a rational 
and prudent conduct. At lengtli the king 
gave him leave to dig a well without disturb- 
ance. He named this well Rehobotb, which 
denotes a lar^^e space i but of th | former wells, 
one was called Escon, which denotes strife $ 
the other Sitenna, which name signifies en- 
mili/. 

3. It was now that Isaac’s affairs increased, 
and bis power was in a fiourisbing condition ; 
and this from his great riches. But Abi- 
melech, thinking Isaac throve in opposition 
to him, while their living together made them 
suspicious of each other, and Isaac’s retiring, 
showing a secret enmity also, he was afraid 
that his former friendship with Isaac would 
not secure him, if Isaac should endeavour 
to revenge the injuries he had formerly ofier- 
ed him ; he therefore renewed his friendship 
with him, and brought with him Philoc, one 
of his generals. And wjicn he had obtained 
every thing he desired, by reason of Isaac’s 
good nature, who preferred the earlier friend- 
ship Abimelech had shown to himkdf and his 
father to his later wrath against him, he re- 
turned home. 

4. Now when Esau, one of the sons of 
Isaac, whom the father princip^ly loyed, was 
now come to the age of forty years, he mar- 
ried Adah, the daughter of IJelon, and Aho- 
libamuh, the daughter of Esebeon ; which 
Heloii and Esebeon Wiare great lords among 
the Canaanites, thereby taking upon himsell 
the authority, and pretending to have domi- 
nion over his own marriages, without so much 
as asking the advice of hie father; for bad 
Isaac been the arbitrator, be had not given 

t For Seir in Josephus, the coherenre requires that 
wa re.id Ksau or Seir, which signify Uic same thing. 
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him leave to marry thus, for he was not 
pleased with contracting any alliance with the 
people of that country ; but not caring to be 
uneasy to his son, by commanding him to put 
away these wives, he resolved to be silent. 

5. But when he was old, and could not 
see at all, he called Esau to him, and told 
him, that besides his blindness and the dis- 
order of his eyes, his very old age hindered 
him from his worship of God [by sacrifice] ; 
he bid him therefore to go out a hunting, 
and when he had caught as much venison as 
he could, to prepare him a supper,* that after 
this he might make supplication to God, to l>e 
to him a supporter and an assistcr during the 
whole time of his life ; saying, that it was un- 
certain when he should die, and that he w'as 
desirous, by prayers for him, to procure, be- 
forehand, God to be merciful to him. 

6. Accordingly Esau went out a hunting ; 
but llebekaf thinking it proper to have the 
supplication made for obtaining the favour of 
God to Jacob and that without the consent 
of Isaac, bid 1 m kill kids of the goats, and 
prepare a supper. So Jacob obeyed his mo- 
ther, according to all her instructions. Now 
when the supper was got ready, he took 
goat’s skin, and put it about his arm, that by 
reason of its hairy roughness, he might by his 
father bo believed to be Esau j for they being 
twins, and in all tilings else alike, differed 
only in this thing. This was done out of his 
fear, that before his father iiad made his sup- 
plications, he should he caught in his evi 


• The sunp» r of siivoury meat, as wo call it (Ocn. 
XKvii. '1), to uo (’aught by hunting, was intended plainly 
for a festival (*r asaoi itioc; and upon the prayers that 
were frecpient at sacritices, Isaac expected, aswasthci 
usual in such eminent caacs, that a divine impulse wouli 
cojnc upon him, in order to the Milemn blc»siiig of hla 
son theio pres(,’nt, and Ids foretelling his future behavi- 
our and fortune. Whence it must be, that when Isaac 
had unwittingly blessed Jaeob, and was afterwards made 
sensible of his uustakc, vet did he not attclnpt to alle 
it, how earnestly soever his affection for Ksau might in 
clitic him to wish it might be altered, because he knew 
that this blessing camcMiot from himself, but from God, 
and that an ahev itioii was out of his power. A scciint! 
afflatus then can a upon him, and enabled him to fore 
tel Ksau’s future beliaviour and fortune also. 

t Whether . I acob or his mother Rcbcka were roost 
blameable in this imposition \t))on Isaac in his old age, 
I cannot determine. However, the blessing being de- 
livered as a prediction of future events, by a divine im- 
ulse, and furetciling things to befal to the posterity oi 
aeob and Ksau in future ages, was for certain provi 
dential; and aecordbig to wliat Kebeka knew to Ik* the 
pur|K)Scof Goxi, when no answered her Inquiry, before 
the children were bom” (Gen. xxv. 25), “ that one peo- 
ple should be stronger than the other people ; and the 
elder, Ksau, should sewc the voungcr, Jacob.” Whether 
Isaac knew or rcnicmbercd this old Oracle, delivered in 
our copies only to Rcbcka ; or whether, if he knew ami 
remembered it, he did not endeavour to altbrihedivim 
determination, out of his fondness for hu elder ami 
worsor son Ksau, to the dami^ of his youi^r and bet- 
ter son Jacob ; as Josqihus ,iSewhcre supposes, Antiq. 
b. ii. ch. vii. sect. S, I caiipot certainly say. If so, this 
might tempt Kebeka to contrive, and Jaeob to put this 
imimsition upon him. However, Josephus says here, 
that it was Isaac, and not Kebeka, who mquireil of God 
at Hrst, and received tlie forcinentioned oracle (sect. 1) ; 
which, if it be the true reading, renders Isaac^s proce- 
dure more inexcusable. Nor was it probably any thing 
else that so much encouraged Esau formerly to marry 
two tanaanitish wives, whhout his parents’ consent, i 
W4UM5S unhappy fondness for him. 


practice ; and lest he should, on the contrary, 
provoke his father to curse him. So he 
brought in the supper to his father. Isaac 
perceiving, by the peculiarity of his voice, who 
lie w’as, called his son to him, who gave him 
his hand, which was covered with the goat’s 
skin. When Isaac felt that, he said, ** Thy 
voice is like the voice of Jacob, yet, because 
if the thickness of thy hair, tliou scemest to 
i)e Esau,” So suspecting no deceit, he ate 
he supper, and betook himself to his prayers 
lid intercessions with God : and said, ** O 
Lord of all ages, and Creator of all substance; 
for it was thou that didst propose to my fa- 
hit great plenty of good things, and hast 
vouchsafed to bestow on me what I have ; 
and hast promised to niy posterity to be their 
kind supporter, and to bestow on them still 
greater blessings,-— do thou, therefore, con- 
firm these thy promises, and do not overlook 
me, because of my present w'cak condition, 
on account of which I most earnestly pray to 
thee. Be gracious to this my son ; and pre- 
serve him, and keep him from every thing 
that is evil. Give him a happy life, and the 
possession of as many good things as thy 
power is able to bestow. Make him terrible 
to his enemies, and honourable and beloved 
among his friends !” 

7. Thus did Isaac pray to God, thinking 
his prayers had been made for Esan. He 
had but just finished them, when Esau came 
in from hunting ; and when Isaac perceived 
his mistake, he was silent: but Es.!!! required 
that he might be made partaker of the like 
blessing from liis father that his brother liad 
partook of; but his father refused it, because 
all his prayers had been spout upon Jacob 
so Esau lamented the mistake. However 
his father being grieved at his weeping, said, 
that ** he should excel in hunting and strength 
of body, in arms, and all such sorts of work ; 
and should obtain glory for ever on those ac- 
counts, he and bis posterity after him ; but 
still should serve his brother.” 

8. Nowr the mother delivered Jacob, when 
she was afraid that his brother would inflict 
some punislunent upon him, because of the 
mistake about the prayers of Isaac ; for she 
persuaded her husband to take a wife for 
Jacob out of Mesopotamia, of lier own kin- 
dred, Esau having married already Basem- 
math, the daughter of Ismael, without his fa- 
ther’s consent ; for Isaac did not like the 
Canaanites, so that he disapproved of Esau’f 
former marriages, which made him take Ba- 
semmath to wife, in order to please him ; and 
indeed he had a great afi’ection for ben 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

CONCERNING JACOB'S FLIGHT INTO MESOPO- 
TAMIA, BY REASON OF THE FEAR HE WAS 

IN OF HIS BROTHER. 

§ 1. Now Jacob was sent by his mother to 
Mesopotamia, in order to marry Laban her 
brother's daughter (which marriage was per- 
mitted by Isaac, on account of his obsequi- 
ousness to the desires of his wife) ; and he 
accordingly journeyed through the land of 
Canaan ; and because he hated the people of 
that country, he would not lodge with any of 
them, but took up his lodging in the open 
air, and laid his head on a heap of stones 
that he had gathered together. At which time 
ne saw in his sleep such a vision standing by 
him : — he seemed to see a ladder, that reached 
from the cartli unto heaven, and persons de- 
scending upon the ladder that seemed more 
excellent than human ; and at last God him- 
self stood above it, and was plainly visible to 
him ; who, calling him by his name, spake to 
him these words; — 

2. ** O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who 
art the son of a good father, and grandson of 
one who had obtained a great reputation for 
his eminent virtue, to be dejected at thy pre- 
sent circumstances, but to hope for better 
times, for thou shalt have great abundance of 
all good things by my assistance; for 1 brought 
Abraham hither, out of Mesopotamia, when 
he was driven away by his kinsmen, and I 
made thy father a happy man ; nor will I be- 
stow a lesser degree of happiness on thyself ; 
be of good courage, therefore, and under my 
conduct proceed on this thy journey, for the 
marriage thou goest so zealously about shall 
be consummated ; and thou shalt have chil- 
dren of good characters, but their multitude 
shall be innumerable ; and they shall leave 
what they have to a still more numerous pos- 
terity, to whom, and to whose posterity, I 
give the dominion of all the land, and their 
posterity shall fill the entire earth and sea, so 
far as the sun beholds them ; but do not thou 
fear any danger, nor he afraid of the many 
labours thou must undergo, for by iny provi- 
dence I will direct thee what thou art to do 
in the time present, and still much more in 
the time to come.** 

3. Such were the predictions which God 

made to Jacob ; whereupon he became very 
joyful at what he bad seen and heard ; and 
he poured oil on the stones, because on them 
the prediction of such great benefits was 
made. He also vowed a vow, that he w'ould 
offer sacrifices upon them, if he lived and re- 
turned safe ; and if he came again in such a 
condidoiii; he would give the tithe of what he 
had to God. He also judged the 

place to be honourable, and gave it the name 
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of Bethel, which, in the Greek, is interpreted, 
T/te Ifottse of God, 

4. So he proceeded on bis journey to Me- 
sopotamia, and at length came to Haran, 
and meeting with shepherds in the suburbs 
with boys grown up, and maidens sitting 
about a certain well, he staid with them, as 
wanting water to drink; and beginning to 
discourse with them, he asked them whether 
they knew such a one as Laban, and whether 
he was still alive. Now they all said they 
knew him, for he was not so inconsiderable a 
person as to be unknown to any of them, 
and that his daughter fed her father’s flock 
together with them ; and that indeed they 
wondered that she was not yet come, for by 
her means thou mightest learn more exactly 
whatever thou desirest to know about that 
family. While they, were saying this the 
damsel came, and tlie other shepherds that 
came down along with her. Then they 
showed her Jacob, and told lier that he was a 
stranger, who came to inquire about her fa- 
ther’s afihirs. But she, as pleased, after the 
custom of children, with Jacob’s coming, 
asked hiih who he was, and whence he came 
to them, and what it was he lacked that he 
came thither. She also wished it might be 
in their power to supply the wants he came 
about. 

5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not so 
much by their kindred, nor by tl)at affection 
w'hicli might arise thence, as by his love to 
the damsel, and his surprise at her beauty, 
w'hich was so flourishing, as few of the women 
of that age could vie with. He said then, 

There is a relation between thee and me, 
elder than either thy or my birth, if thou be 
the daughter of Laban ; for Abraham was the 
son of Terah, as well as Haran and Nahor. 
Of the last of whom (Nahor) Bethuel thy 
grandfather was the son. Isaac my father 
was the son of Abraham and of Sarah, who 
was the daughter of Haran. But there is a 
nearer and later cement of mutual kindred 
which W'e bear to one another, for my mother 
lleheka was sister to Laban thy father, both 
by the same father and mother; I therefore 
anti thou are cousin-germans ; and 1 am now 
come to salute you, and to renew that affinity 
W'hich is proper between us.** Upon this tlie 
damsel, at the mention of Kebeka, as usually 
happens to young persons, wept, and that out 
of the kindness she had for her father, and 
embraced Jacob, slie having learned an ac- 
count of Rebeka from her father, and knew 
that lier parents loved to hear her named ; and 
when she had saluted him, she said that ** lie 
brought the most desirable and greatest plea- 
sures to her father, with all their family, who 
was always mentioning his mother, and always 
thinking of her, and her alone; and that tliis 
will make thee equal in his eyes to any advan- 
tageous circumstances whatsoever.** Then 
she bid him go to her father, and follow ho* 



cHAP XIX. 


49 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


while she conducted him to him ; and not to 
deprive him of such a pleasure, by staying any 
longer away from him. 

6. When she had said thus, she brought 
him to Laban ; and being owned by his uncle, 
he was secure himself, as being among his 
friends ; and he brought a great deal of plea- 
sure to them by his unexpected coming. But 
a little while afterward, Laban told him that 
he could not express in words the joy he had 
at his coming; but still he inquired of him 
the occasion of his coming, and why he left 
his aged mother and father, when they want- 
ed to be taken care of by him ; and that he 
would afford him all the assistance he want- 
ed. Then Jacob gave him an account of the 
whole occasion of his journey, and told him, 
that Isaac had two sons that were twins, 
himself and Esau ; who, because he failed of 
his father’s prayers, which by his mother’s 
wisdom were put up for him, sought to kill 
him, as deprived of the kingdom* which was 
to be given him of God, and of the blessings 
for w'hich their father prayed ; and that this 
was the occasion of his coming hither, as his 
mother had commanded him to do : for we 
are all (says he) brethren one to another ; but 
our mother esteems an alliance with your fa- 
mily more than she does one with the families 
of the country ; so I look upon yourself and 
God to be the supporters of my travels, and 
hink myself safe in my present circumstan- 
ces.” 

Now Laban promised to treat him with 
great humanity, botli on account of his an- 
cestors, and particularly for the sake of his 
mother, towards whom, he said, he would show 
his kindness, even though she were absent, by 
taking care of him ; for he assured him he 
would make him the head shepherd of his 
dock, and give him authority sufiicient for 
that purpose ; and when he should have a 
mind to return to his parents, he would send 
him back with presents, and this in as honour- 
able a manner as the nearness of their relation 
should require. This Jacob heard gladly; 
and said he would willingly, and with plea- 
sure, undergo any sort of pains while he tar- 
ried with him, but desired Rachel to wife, as 
the reward of those pains, who was not only 
on other accounts esteemed by him, but also 
because she was the means of his coming to 
him ; for he said he was forced by the love of | 
the damsel io make this proposal. Laban 
was well pleased with this agreement, and 
consented to give the damsel to him, as not 
desirous to meet with any better son-in-law ; 

* By this ** deprivation of the kingdom that was to 

be given Esau of God,** as the iirst-bom, it appears that 
Josephus thought that a •* kingdom to be derived (Tom 
Ood^ was due to him whom l^ac should bless as his 
first-bom; which I take to be that kingdom which was 
expected under the Messiah, who tlierefore was to bo 
born of his posterity whom Isaac should so bless. Jacob, 
therefore, by obtaining this blessing of the first-born, 
oecame the genuine heir of that kinj^om, in opposition 
(oKsau 


and said he would do this, if lie would stay 
with liim some time, for he was not willing to 
send his daughter to be among the Canaanites, 
for he repented of the alliance he had made 
already by marrying his sister there. And 
when Jacob had given his consent to this, he 
agreed to stay seven years ; for so many years 
he had resolved to serve his father-in-law, that, 
having given a specimen of his virtue, it might 
be better known what sort of a man he was : 
and Jacob accepting of his terms, after tJie 
time was over, he made the wedding-feost ; 
and when it was night, without Jacob’s per- 
ceiving it, he put his other daughter into bed 
to him, who was both elder than Rachel, and 
of no comely countenance : Jacob lay with her 
that night, as being both in drink and in the 
dark. However, when it was day he knew 
what had been done fb him ; and he reproach- 
ed Laban for his unfair proceeding with him ; 
who asked pardon for that necessity which 
forced him to do w^hat he did ; for he did not 
give liiin Lea out of any ill design, but as 
overcome by another greater necessity that, 
notwithstanding this, nothing should hinder 
him from marrying Rachel; but that Vi^hen 
he had served another seven years, he would 
give him her whom he loved. Jacob submit- 
ted to this condition, for his love to the dam- 
sel did not permit him to do otherwise ; and 
when another seven years were gone, he took 
Rachel to wife. 

8. Now each of these had handmaids, by 
their father’s donation. Zilpha was hand- 
maid to I<ea, and Bilha to Rachel; by no 
means slaves*, but however subject to their 
mistresses. Now Lea was sorely troubled at 
her husband’s love to her sister ; and she ex- 
pected she should be better esteemed if she 
bare him children : so she entreated God per- 
petually ; and when she had born a son, and 
her husband was on that account better recon- 
ciled to her, she named her son Reiibcl, be- 
cause God had had mercy u/xm her^ in ^ving 
her a sms foi* that is the signification of this 
name. After some time she bare three more 
sons ; Simeon, which name signifies that God 
had hearkened to her prayer* Then she bare 
Levi, the covjirmer of thdr friends/iip. After 
him was born Judah, which denotes thanksgiv- 
ing, But Rachel, fearing lest the fruitfulness 
of her sister should make herself enjoy a lesser 
share of Jacob’s affections, put to bed to him 

• Here we have the difibrence between slaves for life 
and servants, such as we now hire for a time agreed upon 
on both sides, and dismiss again after the time contracted 
for is over, which are no slaves, but free men and free 
women. Accordingly, when the apostolical constitutions 
forbid a cler^ yman to marry periietual servants or slaves, 
b. vi, ch. XVII. it is meant only of the fonner sort; as 
we learn elsewhere from the same constitutions, ch. xlvii. 
Can. Ixxxii. But concerning these twelve sons of Jacob ; 
the reasons of their several names, and the times of their 
several births in the intervals here assigned,— their wver> 
al excellent characters, their several fy\m and repcn^ 
ance, the several aocklents of their fives, with their se- 
veral prophedes at their deaths, see the Testaments of 
these twelve patriarchs, still preserved at targe in the 
Authent Rec. part I, p. S94.-44.T. 
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her handmaid Bilha; by whom Jacob hac 
Dan : one may interpret that name into tin 
Greek tongue, a dimne Judgment, Anclaftei 
him Neptfialiin, as it were, unconquerable ih 
itratagemSf since Rachel tried to conquer the 
fruitfulness of her sister by this stratagem. 
Accordingly, Lea took the same method, and 
used a counter-stratagem to that of Iier sister ; 
for she put to bed to him her own liandmaid. 
Jacob therefore had by Zilpha a son, whose 
name was Gad, which may be interpreted 
fortune ; and after him Asher, which may be 
called a happy man-, because he added glory 
to Lea, Now lleubel, the eldest son of Lea, 
Drought apples of mandrakes* to his mother. 
When Rachel saw them, she desired that she 
would give her the a])ples, for she longed to 
eat them ; but when she refused, and bid her 
be content that she had* deprived her of the 
benevolence she ought to have had from her 
husband, Rachel, in oriler to mitigate her 
sister’s anger, said she would yield her hus- 
band to her ; and he should lie with her that 
evening. She accepted of the favour; and 
Jacob slept with Lea, by the favour of 
Rachel. She bare then these sons; Issachar, 
denoting one horn by hire j and Zabulon, one 
bom as a pledge of benevolence towards her; 
and a daughter, Dina. After some time 
Rachel had a son, named Josepli, which sig- 
nified the7'e should be another added to him, 

9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of l.abaii, his 
father-in-law, all this time, being twenty years; 
jifter which he desired leave of his father-in-law 
k) take ids wives and go home ; but when his 
father-in-law would not give him leave, he con- 
trived to do it secretly. He made trial, there- 
fore, of the disposition of his wives, what they 
thougiit of this journey when they appeared 
glad, and approved of it. Rachel took along 
with her the images of the gods which, accord- 
ing to their laws, tliey used to worship in their 
own country, and ran away together with her 
leister. The children also of them both, and 
the hand . maids, and what possessions they had, 
went along viiih tliem. Jacob also drove 
away half the cattle, without letting Laban 
know of it before-hand; but the reason why 
Rachel took the images of the gods, although 
Jacob had taught her to despise such worship 
of those gods, was this, That in case they were 
pursued, and taken by her father, she might 
have recourse to these images, in order to ob- 
tain bis pardon. 

10. But Laban, after one day’s time, being 
acquaipted with Jacob’s and Ids daughters’ 
departure, was much troubled, and pursued 
after them, leading a band of men with him ; 

* I formerly explained these mandrakes, as we, with 
theSeptuacint, and Josephus, render the Hebrew word 
Dudalm, of the Syrian Manx, with Luilolphus, Authont. 
Rec. Part 1, p. '15J0 j but have «inc« seen such a very 
probable account in MS. of niy kamed friend Mr. 
.Samuel of what we still call 3fandrairs, and 

their descrimm: ancient naturalists and phy- 

sicians, as iRCtines i. . U> think these here mentioned 
reaDy mandrrJcet«,'iiiid no other* 


and on the seventh day overtook them, and 
found them resting on a certain hill ; and then 
indeed he did not meddle with them, forit w'as 
even -tide ; but God stood by him in a dream, 
and warned him to receive his son-^in-law and 
his daughters in a peaceable manner; and not 
to venture upon any thing rashly, or in wrath 
-o them, but to make a league with Jacob; 
and he told him, that if he des))ised their 
small number, and attacked them in a hostile 
manner, he w ould himself assist them. When 
Laban had been thus forewarned by God, he 
tailed Jacob to him the next day, in order to 
real with him, and showed him what dream 
lie had ; in dependence whereupon he came 
tonfidcntly to him, and began to accuse him ; 
alleging that he had entertained him when he 
was poor, and in want of all things, and had 
given him plenty of all things which he had ; 

For,” said he, “ I have joined my daugh- 
;ers to thee in marriage, and supjioscd that thy 
;indncss to me would be greater than before; 
lilt thou hast had no regard to either thy mo- 
.her’s relation to me, nor to the affinity now 
lewly contracted between us ; nor to those 
wives whom tliou hast married ; nor to those 
children, of whom I am tlie grandfather. Thou 
last treated me as an enemy, by driving avvay 
my cattle ; and by persuading my daughters 
;o run away from their father; and by carry- 
ng home tliose sacred paternal inuiges which 
.ere worshipped by my forefathers, and have 
been honoured with the like worship which 
hey paid them, by myself. In short, thou 
last done this wiiilst thou art my kinsman, 
lid my sister’s son, and the husband of my 
daughters, and was hospitably treated by me, 
and didst eat at iny table,** When Lahan 
bad said this, Jacob made bis defence 
That he was not the only person in whom 
God had implanted the love of his native 
country, but that he had made it natural to 
Jl men ; and that therefore it was but reason- 
able that, after so long time, he should go back 
io it. ** But as to the prey, of whose driving 
away thou arcusest me, if any other person 
w'ere the arbitrator, thou wouldst be found in 
he wrong; for, instead of those thanks I. 
>ught to have had from thee, for both keeping 
;hy cattle and increasing them, how is it that 
;liou art unjustly angry at me because I have 
.aken, and have with me a small portion of 
hem ? But then, as to thy daughters, take 
lotice, that it is not through an 3 ^evil practices 
if mine that they follow me in my return 
lome,- but from that just affection which 
wives naturally have to their husbands. Tiiey 
bllow, therefore, not so properly myself au 
heir own children.’* And thus far of his 
ipology was made, in order to clear himself 
if having acted unjustly. To which he added 
is own complaint and accusation of Laban ; 
iaying. While I was thy sister’s son, and thou 
ladst given me thy daughters in marriage, 
hou hast worn me out with thy harsh com 
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mandS) and detained me twenty years under 
them. That/jindeed, which was required in 
order to my marrying thy daughters, hard as 
it was, I own to have been tolerable ; but as 
to those that were put upon me after those 
marriages, they were worse, and such indeed 
as an enemy would have avoided.” For cer- 
tainly Laban had used Jacob very ill ; for 
when he saw that God was assisting to Jacob 
in all that he desired, he promised him, that 
of the young cattle which should be born, he 
should have sometimes what was of a white 
colour, and sometimes what should be of a 
black colour ; but when those that came to 
Jacob's share proved numerous, he did not 
keep his faith with him, but said he would 
give them to him the next year, because of j 
his envying him the multitude of his pos- 
sessions. He promised him as before, because 
he thought such an increase was not to be ex- 
pected ; but when it appeared to be fact, he 
deceived iiim. 

11. Hut then, as to the sacred images, he 
bid him search for them ; and when Laban ac- 
cepted of the offer, Rachel, being informed ofj 
it, put tliose images into that camel’s saddle 
on which she rode, and sat upon it; and said, 
that her natural purgation hindered her rising 
up : so Laban left off searching any farther, 
not supposing that his daughter in such cir- 
cumstances would approach to those fmages. 
So he made a league with Jacob, and bound 
it by oaths, that he would not boar him any 
malice on account of what had happened ; and 
Jacob made the like league, and promised to 
love Laban’s daughters. And these leagues 
they conlirmed with oaths also, which they 
made upon c»*rtain mountains, whereon they 
erected a pillar, in the form of an altar: 
whence that hill is called Gilead; and from 
thence tht^y call that land the Land of Gilead 
at this day. Now when they had feasted, 
after the making of tlie league, Laban return- 
ed borne. 


CHAPTER XX. 

CONCEllNINr, THE MEETING OF JACOB AND 
ESAU, 

§ 1, Now as Jacob was proceeding on his 
journey to the land of Canaan, angels appear 
ed to him^and suggested to him good hope of 
his future condition j and that place he named 
the Camp of God. And being desirous ofj 
know'ing what his brother’s intentions were to 
liim, he sent messengers, to give him an exact 
account of every thing, as being afraid, on ac- 
count of the enmities between them. He 
charged those that were sent, to say to Esau, 
** Jacob had thought it wrong to live toge- 
ther with him, while he was in anger against 
him, and so iiad gone out of the country; 
and that he now, thinking the length of timel 
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of his absence must have made up their dif- 
ferences, was returning ; that he brought with 
him his wives, and his children, with what pos- 
sessions he had gotten ; and delivered himself, 
with what was most dear to him, into his hands; 
and should think it his greatest happiness to 
partake together with his brother of what God 
had bestovi'ed upon him.” So these messen- 
gers told him this message. Upon vhich 
Esau was very glad, and met his brother with 
four hundred men. And Jacob, when he 
heard that he was coming to meet him with 
such a number of men, w'as greatly afraid : 
however, he committed his hope of deliver- 
ance to God ; and considered how, in bis pre- 
sent circumstances, he might preserve himself 
and those that were with liim, and overcome 
is enemies if they attacked him injuriously 
He therefore distributed his company into 
parts ; some he sent before the rest, and thi 
others he ordered to come close behind, that 
so, if the first were overpowered when his bro- 
ther attacked them, they might have those that 
followed as a refuge to fly unto. And when 
he had put his company in this order, he sent 
some of them to carry presents to his brother. 
The presents w'ere made up of cattle, and a 
great number of four-footed beasts, of many 
kinds, such as would be very acceptable to 
those that received them, on account of their 
rarity. Those who were sent went at certain 
intervals of space asunder, that, by following 
thick one after another, they might appear to 
be more numerous; that Esau might remit 
of his anger on account of these presents, 
if he w'ere still in a ])assiun. Instructions 
were 'also given to those that w'cre sent to 
speak gently to him, 

2. When Jacob had made these appoint- 
ments all the day, and night came on, he mov- 
ed on wdth his company ; and, as they were 
gone over a certain river called Jabboc, Jacob 
W'as left behind ; and meeting with an angel 
lie wTcstled with him, the angel beginning the 
struggle; but be prevailed over the angel, 
who used a voice, and spake to him in words, 
exhorting him to be pleased with what had 
happened to him, and not to suppose that his 
victory was a small one, but that he had over- 
come a divine angel, and to esteem the vic- 
tory as a sign of great blessings that should 
come to him ; and that his offspring should 
never fail ; and that no man should be too 
bard for his power. He also commanded him 
to be called Israel, which in the Hebrew 
tongue signifies one that struggled with the du 
vine angel, * These«promises were made at the 
prayer of Jacob ; for when he perceived him 
to be the angel of God, ne desired he would 
signify to him what should befal him hereafter. 

* Perhaps this may be the proper meaning of the 
'ord Israel, by the present ano theoidJerusalcm anah^ 
of the Hebrew tongue. In tae mean time, it is certain 
that the Hellenists of the first century, in Eg^ and 
elsewhere, interpreted Israei to be a man teeing God, a$, 
is evident fVom the argument fbrecited. 
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And when the angel had said what is before 
related, he disappeared ; but Jacob was pleas- 
ed with these things, and named the place 
Phanuel, which signifies, the face of God. Now* 
when .he felt pain, by this struggling, upon 
his broad sinew, he abstained from eating that 
ainew himself afterward ; and for his sake it 
is still not eaten by us. 

3. When Jacob understood that his bro- 
ther was near, he ordered his wives to go be- 
fore, each by herself, with the handmaids, that 
they might see the actions of the men as they 
were fighting, if Esau were so disposed. He 
then went up to his brother Esau, and bowed 
down to him, who had no evil design upon 
him, but saluted him ; and asked him almut 
the company of the children and of the wo- 
men j and desired, when he had understood all 
he wanted to know about them, that he would 
go along with Iiim to their father; but Jacob 
pretending that the cattle were weary, Esau 
returned to Seir, for there w'as his place of 
habitation ; he having named the place Rough- 
ness, from his own hairy roughness. 


CHAPTER XXL 

VONCEIiNING THE VIOLATION OK DINA’S CHAS- 
TITY 

§ 1 . Hereupon Jacob came to the place, till 
this day called Tents (Succoth) ; from whence 
he went to Shechem, which is a city of the 
Canaanites. Now as the Shechemites were 
keeping a festival, Dina, who was the only 
daughter of Jacob, w'ent into the city to see 
the finery of the women of that country But 
when Shechem, the son of Hamor the king, 
saw her, he defiled her by violence ; and, bc- 
ing greatly in love with her, desired of his fa- 
ther that he would procure the damsel to him 
for a wife ; — to which desire he condescended, 
and came to Jacob, desiring him to give leave 
that his son Shechem might, according to law, 
marry Dina. But Jacob, not knowing how 
to deny the desire of one of such great dig- 
nity, and yet not thinking it lawful to marry 
his daughter to a stranger, entreated him to 
give him leave to have a consultation about 
what he desired him to do. So the king went 
away, in hopes that Jacob would grant him 
this marriage. But Jacob informed his sons 
the defilement of their sister, and of the ad- 
dress of Hamor; and desired them to give 
their advice what they should do. Upon this, 
tlie greatest part said nothing, not knowing 
what advice to give. But Simeon and Levi, 
the brethren of the damsel by the same mo- 
ther, agreed between themselves upon the ac- 
tion following : It.being now the time of a 
festival, when the j8|pchemites were employed 
in ease and <bey fell upon the watch 

when coming into the 


city, slew all the males ;• as also the king and 
his son with them ; but spared the women , 
and when they bad done this without theii 
father’s consent, they brought away their sis- 
ter, 

2, Now while Jacob was astonished at the 
greatness of this act, and was severely blaming 
his sons for it, God stood by him, and bid him 
be of good courage ; but to purify his (ent% 
and to offer those sacrifices which he had vow* 
ed to offer when he went first into Mesopota- 
mia, and saw his vision. As he was therefore 
parifying his followers, he lighted upon the 
gods of Laban (for he did not before know they 
were stolen by Rachel) ; and he hid them in 
the earth, under an oak, in Shechem ; and de- 
parting thence, he offered sacrifice at Bethel, 
the place where he saw his dream, when he 
went first into Mesopotamia. 

3. And when he was gone thence, and was 
come over-against Ephrata, he there buried 
Rachel, who died in child-bcd ; she was the 
only one of Jacob’s kindred that had not the 
honour of burial at Hebron ; and when he had 
mourned for her a great while, he called the 
son that was born of her Benjamin, -j* because 
of the sorrow the mother had with iiim. These 
are all the children of Jacob, twelve males 
and one female of them eight were Icgiti- 
mate, viz. six of I^ca, and two of Rachel ; and 
four were of the handmaids, tw© of each ; all 
whose names have been set down already. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

HOW ISAAC DIED, AND WAS BURIED IN HEBRON. 

From thence Jacob came to Hebron, a city 
situate among the Canaanites; and there it 
was tliat Isaac lived : and so they lived toge- 
ther for a little while ; for as to Rebeka, Ja- 
cob did not find her alive. Isaac also died 
not long after the coining of his son ; and 
was buried by his sons, witli his wife, in He- 
bron, where they had a monument belonging 
to them from llieir forcfatliers. Now Isaac 

* Of this slaughter of the Shechemites by Simeon and 
Levi, see Authent. Part I, p. 3(19, 418, 432~45U. Hut 
why Josephus has omitted Die circumcision of these 
Shechemites, ns the occasion of their death ; and of Ja- 
cob’s great grief, as in the Testament of Levi, ^ 5, 1 
cannot tell. 

t Since Henoni signifies the son of mM sorrow, and 
Benjamin the son of days, or one born in the fathet^s 
old age (Gen. xli v. 20) 1 suspect Josephus’s present copies 
to be hero imperfect ; and suppose that, in correspond- 
ence to other copies, he wrote that Rachel called her 
son’s name Henoni ; but his father called him Benjamin. 
Cten. XXXV. 18. As for Benjamin, as oommonly explain- 
ed, the son of the ri^t hand, it makes no sense at all, 
and seems to be a gross modem ernir only. The Sam- 
aritan always writes this name truly Benjamin, which 
probably fs here of the same signification, only with the 
Chaldee temiination in, instead of itn in the Hebrew, as 
we pronounce Chcrubin or Cherubim iudifl^rentJy. Ao 
cordingly, both the Testament of Bei^jamin (sect. 2, pb 
401) and PhUo de Nominum Mutatione (p. 1059), write 
the name Benjamin t but explain it not *he son tff th, 
right hand, but ths son qfdays 
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was a man who was beloved of God, and was | be exceeding old ; for when he had lived vir* 
vouchsafed great instances of providence by I tuously one hundred and eighty-five years, ho 
God, after Abraham his father, and lived to I then died. 


BOOK 11. 


CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF ISAAC TO THE EXODUS 
OUT OF EGYPT. 


CHAPTER I. 

HOW ESAU AND JACOB, ISAAC’s SONS, DIVIDED 
THEIR HABITATION ; AND ESAU POSSESSED 
IDUMEA, AND JACOB CANAAN. 

§ 1. Afier the death of Isaac, his sons di- 
vided their habitations respectively ; nor did 
they retain what they had before ; but Esau 
departed from the city of Hebron, and left it 
p his brother, and dwelt in Seir, and ruled 
over Idumea. He called the country by that 
name from himself, for he was named Adorn; 
which appellation he got on the following oc- 
casion : — One day returning from the toil of 
hunting very hungry (it w'as when he was a 
child in age), he lighted on his brother when 
he was getting ready lentile-pottage for his din- 
ner, which was of a very red colour ; on which 
account he the more earnestly longed for it, 
and desired him to give him some of it to 
eat : but he made advantage of his brother's 
hunger, and forced him to resign up to him 
his birthright ; and he, being pinched with 
famine, resigned it up to him, under an oath. 
Whence it came, that, on account of the red- 
ness of this pottage, he was, in way of jest, 
by his cotemporaries, called Adorn, for the 
Hebrews call what is red Adorn i and this 
was the name given to this country : but the 
Greeks gave it a more agreeable pronuncia- 
tion, and named it Idumea. 

2. He b^ame the father of five sons ; of 
whom Jaus, and Jalomus, and Coreus, were 
by one wife, whose name was Alibama ; but 
of the rest, Aliphaz was born to him by Ada, 
and Raguel by Basemmath ; and these were 
the sons of Esau. Alipto had five legiti- 
mate sons ; Theman, Qjzier, Saphus, Go- 
tham, and Kanaz ; for Amalek was not legi- 
timate, but by a concubine, whose name was 
Tbamna. These dwelt in that part of Idu- 
mea which is called Gebalitis, and that deno- 
minated from Amalek, Afoalekitis ; for Idu* 


mea was a large country, and did then pre- 
serve the name of the whole, while in its seve- 
ral parts it kept the names of its peculiar in- 
habitants. * 


CHAPTER 11. 

HOW JOSEPH, THE YOUNGEST OF JACOB'S SONS, * 
WAS ENVIED BY HIS BRETHREN, WHEN CER- 
TAIN DREAMS HAD FORESHOWN HIS FUTURE 
HAPPINESS. 

§ 1. It happened that Jacob came to so great 
happiness as rarely any other person had ar- 
rived at. He was richer than the rest of the 
inhabitants of that country ; and was at once 
envied and admired for such virtuous sons, 
for they were deficient in nothing, but were 
of great souls, both for labouring with their 
hands and enduring of toil ; and shrewd also 
in understanding ; and God exercised such a 
providence over him, and such a care of his 
happiness, as to bring him the greatest bless- 
ings, even out of what appeared to be the 
most sorrowful condition ; and to make him 
the cause of our forefatliers' departure out of 
Egypt, him and his posterity. The occasion 
was this : — When Jacob had his son Joseph 
born to him by Rachel, his father loved him 
above the rest of his sons, both because of the 
beauty of his body, and the virtues of his 
mind ; for he excelled the rest in prudence. 
This affection of his father excited the envy 
and the hatred of his brethren ; as did also 
his dreams which he saw, and related to his 
father and to them, which foretold his future 
happiness, it being usual with mankind to 
envy their very nearest relations such their 
prosperity. Now the visions which Jfpseph 
saw in his sleep were these : — 

2. When they were in the middle of har 
vest, and Joseph was sent by bis father, with 
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bis brethren, to gather the fruits of the earth, 
he saw a vision in a dream, but greatly ex- 
ceeding the acci^tomary appearances that 
come when we are asleep ; which, when he 
was got up, he told his brethren, that they 
™tght judge what it portended. He said, he 
saw the last night, that his wheat-sheaf stood 
still in the place where he set it, but that their 
sheaves ran to bow down to it, as servants 
bow down to their masters ; but as soon as they 
perceived the vision foretold th.tt he should 
obtain power and great we.ilth, and that his 
power should be in opposition to them, they 
‘ gave no interpretation of it to Joseph, as if 
the dream were not by them understood; but 
they prayed that no part of what they sus- 
pected to be its meaning might come to pass; 
and they bare a still greater hatred to him on 
that account. 

3. But God, in opposition to their envy, 
sent a second vision to Joseph, which was 
much more wonderful than the former ; for 
i4 seemed to him that the sun took w'ith him 
the moon and the rest of the stars, and came 
down to* the earth, and bowed down to him. 
He told the vision to his father, and that, as 
suspecting nothing of ill-will from his broth, 
ren, when they were there also, and desired 
him to interpret what it should signify. Notv 
Jacob was pleased tvith the dream ; for, con- 
sidering the prediction in his mind, and 
shrew'diy and wisely guessing at its meaning, 
he rejoiced at the great things tfiereby signi- 
6ed, because it declared the future happiness 
of his son ; and that, by the blessing of God, 
the time would conic when he shoidd be ho- 
noured, and thought worthy of worship by his 
parents and brethren, as guessing that the 
moon and sun w'erc like his mother and fa- 
ther ; the former, as she that gave increase 
and nourishment to all things, and the latter, 
he that gave form and other powers to them ; 
and that the stars were like his brethren, 
since they were eleven in number, as were 
the stars that receive their power from the 
sun and moon. 

4. And thus did Jacob make a judgment 
of this vision, and that a shrewd one also ; 
but these interpretations caused very great, 
grief to Joseph’s brethren ; and they were 
affected to him hereupon as if he w'ere a cer- 
tain stranger that was to have those good 
tilings which were signified by the dreams, 
and not as one that was a brother, w'ith whom 
it was probable they should be joint partakers; 
and as they had been partners in the same 
parentage, so should they be of the same 
happiness. They also resolved to kill the 
lad ; and having fully ratified that intention 
of theirs, as soon as their collection of the 
fruits was over, they went to Sbecheni, which 
is a country goodi for feeding of cattle, and 
for ^turage; there they fed their flocks, 
without acquaiui’ Mg their father with their 
reiDOvi^l^itber ; wiieieupon he had melan- 
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choly suspicions about them, as being igno. 
rant of his sons* condition, and receiving no 
messenger from the flocks that could inform 
him of the true state they w'erc in ; so, because 
he was in great fear about them, he sent Jo. 
seph to the flocks, to learn the circumstances 
his brethren were in, and to bring him word 
how they did. 


CHAPTER HI. 

HOW JOSEPH WAS THUS SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN 
INTO EGYPT, BY REASON OF THEIR HATRED 
TO HIM; AND HOW HE THERE CREW FA- 
MOUS AND ILLUSTRIOUS, AND HAD HIS BRE- 
THREN UNDER HIS POWER. 

§ 1. Now these brethren rejoiced as soon as 
they saw their brother coming to them, not 
indeed as at the presence of a near relation, 
or as fit the presence of one sent by their fa- 
ther, but as at the presence of an enemy, and 
one that by divine providence was delivered 
into their hands; and they already resolved 
to kill him, and not let slip the opportunity 
that lay before them ; but when Reubel, the 
eldest of them, saw' them thus disposed, and 
that they had agreed together to execute their 
purpose, he tried to restrain them, sliowing 
them the heinous enterprise they were going 
about, and the horrid nature of it ; that this 
action would ajipear wicked in the sight of 
God, and impious before men, even though 
they should kill one not related to them, hut 
much more flagitious and detestable to appear 
to have slain ibeir own brother; by which 
act the father must be treated unjustly in llie 
son’s slaughter, and the mother* also be in 
perplexity while she laments that her son is 
taken away from her, and this not in a natu- 
ral way neither. So he entreated them to 
have a regard to their own consciences, and 
wisely to consider what mischief w ould betide 
them upon the death of so good a child, and 
their youngest brother; that they would also 
fear God, who was already both a spectator 
and a witness of the designs they had against 
their brother; that he would love them if 
they abstained from this act, and yielded to 
repentance and amendment; but in case they 
proceeded to do the fact, all sorts of punish- 
ments would overtake them fyim God for 
this murder of their brother, since they pol- 
luted jiis providence, wliich was everywhere 
present, and which did not overlook what was 
done, either in deserts or in cities; for where- 
soever a man is, there ought he to suppose 

* We may here observe, that In correspondence to 
Joseph’s second dream, which implied that his mother, 
who was Uien aHve, as well as his father, should corns 
and bow down to him, Josephus represents her here 
as still alive after she was dead, for the decorum of 
the dream that foretold it ; as the interpretation of the 
dream does also in all our copies. Gen. xxxvii. 1(J. 
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that God is also. He told them farther, that 
their consciences would be their enemies, if 
they attempted to go through so wicked an 
enterprise, which they can never avoid, whether 
it be a good conscience, or whether it be such 
an one as they will have within them when 
once tliey have killed their brother. He also 
added this besides to what he had before said, 
that it was not a righteous thing to kill a 
brother, though he nad injured them ; that it 
is a good tiling to forget the actions of such 
near friends, even in things wherein they 
might seem to have offended ; but tliat they 
were going to kill Joseph, who had been 
guilty of nothing that was ill tow'ards them, 
in whose case the infirmity of his small age 
should rather procure him mercy, and move 
them to unite together in the care of his pre- 
servation: that the cause of killing him made 
the act itself much worse, while they deter- 
mined to take him off out of envy at his fu- 
ture prosperity, an equal share of which they 
w'ould naturally partake while he enjoyed it, 
since they w'ere to him not strangers, but the 
nearest relations, for they might reckon upon 
what God bestowed upon Joseph as their 
own ; and that it was fit for them to believe, 
that the anger of God would for this cause be 
more severe upon them, if they slew him who 
was judged by God to be worthy of that pro- 
sperity w hich was to be hoped for j and while, 
by murdering him, they made it impossible 
fur God to bestow it upon him. 

2. lieuhcl said these, and many other 
things, and used entreaties to them, and 
thereby emleavoiired to divert them from the, 
murder of their brother ; but when he saw | 
that Ills discourse had not mollified them at 
all, and that they made haste to do the fact, 
he advised them to alleviate the wickedness 
they were going about, in the manner of tak- 
ing Joseph off; for as he had exhorted them 
first, wlien they were going to revenge them- 
selves, to be dissuaded from doing it, so, since 
liJie sentonc' for killing their brother had pre- 
vailed, he said that they w’ould not, however, 
be so grossly guilty, if they would bo per- 
suaded to follow liis present advice, which 
w'ould include what they were so eager about, 
but was not so very bad, but, in the distress 
they w'ere in, of a lighter nature. He begged 
of them, therefore, not to kill their brother 
with their own hands, but to cast him into 
the pit that was hard by, and so to let him 
die ; by which they would gain so much, that 
they W'ould not defile their own hands with 
his blood. To this the young men readily 
agreed ; so Ileubel took the lad and tied him 
to a cord, and let him down gently into the 
pit, for it had no w'ater at all in it ; who, 
when he had done this, went his way to seek 
for such pasturage as was fit for feeding his 
flocks. 

3. But Juda.*., being one of Jacob's sons 
also, seeing some ArabianSi of ,the posterity ^ 


of Ismael, carrying spices and S>rian wares 
out of the land of Gilead to the Egyptians, 
after Ueubel was gone, advised his brethren 
to draw Joseph out of the pit, and sell him 
to the Arabians ; for if he should die among 
strangers a great way off, they should be 
freed from this barbarous action. This, 
therefore, w’as resolved on ; so they drew Jo- 
seph up out of the pit, and sold him to the 
merchants for twenty pounds.* He was now- 
seventeen years old : but Reubel, coming in 
the night-time to the pit, resolved to save 
Joseph, without the privity of his brethren ; 
and when, upon his calling to him, he made 
no answer, he was afraid that they had de- 
stroyed him after he w'as gone ; of which he 
complained to his brethren ; but when they 
had told him what they had done, Ueubel 
left off* his mourning. 

4. When Joseph's brethren had done thus 
to him, they considered what they should do 
to escape the suspicions of their father. Now* 
they had taken aw'ny from Joseph the coat 
which he had on when he came to them at 
the time they let him down into the pit ; sc 
they thought proper to tear that coat to pieces, 
and to dip it into goat’s blood, and then to 
carry it and show it to their father, that he 
might believe he was destroyed by wild 
beasts ; and w’hen they had so done, they 
came to the old man, but this not till what 
had happened to his son had already come to 
his knowledge. Then they said that they 
had not seen Joseph, nor knew what mishap 
had befallen him ; but that they had found 
his coat bloody and torn to pieces, whence 
they had a suspicion that he had fallen among 
wild beasts, and so perished, if that was the 
coat he had on when he came from home. 
Now Jacob had before some better hopes that 
his son was only ihade a captive; but now he 
laid aside that notion, and supposed that this 
coat was an evident argument tliat he was 
dead, for he well remembered that this was 
the coat he had on when he sent him to his 
brethren ; so he hereafter lamented the lad as 
now dead, and as if he had been the father of 
no more than one, without taking any com- 
fort in the rest ; and so he w'as also aflected 
with his misfortune before he met with Jo- 
seph’s brethren, when he also conjectured that 
Joseph was destroyed by wild beasts. He 
sat down also clothed in sackcloth and in 
heavy afiliction, insomuch that he found no 
ease w'hen his sons comforted him, neither did 
his pains remit by lengtli of time. 

• The Septuagint have tw'enty pieces of gold ; tlie 
Testament of Gad thirty ; the Hebrew and Samaritan 
twenty of silver ; and the vulgar Latin thirty. Wliat 
was the true number and true sum, cannot thereforu 
now be known. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CONCERNING THE SIGNAL CHASTITY OF JOSEPH. 

§ 1. Now Potiphar, an Egyptian, who was 
chief cook to king Pharaoh, bought Joseph 
of the merchants, who sold him to him. He 
had him in the greatest honour, and taught 
him the learning that became a free man, 
and gave him leave to make use of a diet 
better than was allotted to slaves. He in- 
trusted also the care of his house to him. So 
he enjoyed these advantages, yet did not he 
leave that virtue which he had before, upon 
such a change of his condition ; but he de- 
monstrated that wisdom was able to govern 
tlie uneasy passions of life, in su(h as have it 
in reality, and do not only put it on for a 
show, under a present state of prosperity. 

2, For when his master’s wife was fallen 
in love with him, both on account of his 
beauty of body and his dexterous management 
of affairs; and supposed, that if she should 
make it known to him, she could easily per- 
suade him to come and lie with her, and that 
he would look upon it as a piece of happy for- 
tune that his mistress should entreat him, as 
>'cgarcling that state of slavery he was in, and 
not his moral cha^racter, which continued after 
his condition was changed ; so she made 
known her naughty inclinations, and spake 
to him about lying with her. However, he 
rejected her entreaties, not tliinking it agree- 
abl^to religion to yield so far to her, as to 
do what would tend to the affront and injury 
of him that purchased him, and had vouch- 
safed him so great honours. He, on the con- 
trary, exhorted her govern that passion; 
and laid before hci the impossibility of her 
obtaining her desires, which he thought might 
be conquered, if she had no hope of succeed, 
ing : and he said, that as to himself, he would 
endure any thing whatever before he would 
be persuaded to it; for although it was fit 
for a slave, as he was, to do nothing contrary 
to his mistress, he might well be excused in a 
case where the contradiction was to such sort 
of commands only. But this opposition of 
Joseph, when she did not expect it, made her 
still more violent in her love to him ; and as 
the was sorely beset with this naughty pas- 
sion, so she resolved to compass her design 
by a second attempt, 

^ S. Wljen, therefore, there was a public fes- 
tival coming on, iii which it was the custom 
for women to come to the public solemnity, 
she |>reten4ed to her husband that she was 
sick, as contriving an opportunity for solitude 
and leisure, that she might entreat Joseph 
again ; wlj to opportunity being obtained, she 
used ni^]n|R|ind words to him than before; 
and ilpraHil it .':ad been good for him to 
havip^^|n^^iPto her first solicitation, and to 


have given her no repulse, both because of the 
reverence he ought to bear to her dignity who 
solicited him, and because of the vehemence 
of her passion, by which she was forced, 
though she were his mistress, to condescend 
beneath her dignity ; but that he may now, 
by taking more prudent advice, wipe off the 
imputation of his former folly ; for, whether 
it were that he expected the repetition of 
her solicitations she had now made, and that 
with greater earnestness than before, for that 
she had pretended sickness on this very ac- 
count, and had preferred his conversation be- 
fore the festival and its solemnity ; or whether 
he opposed her former discourses, as not be ^ 
lieving she could be in earnest, she now gave 
him sufficient security, by thus repeating her 
application, that she meant not in the least 
by fraud to impose upon him ; and assured 
him, that if he complied with her affections, 
he might expect the enjoyment of the advan- 
tages he already had ; and if he were submis- 
sive to her, he should have still greater ad- 
vantages ; but that he must look for revenge 
and hatred from her, in case he rejected her 
desires, and preferred the reputation of chas- 
tity before his mistress; for that he would 
gain nothing by such procedure, because she 
would then become his accuser, and would 
falsely pretend to her husband that he had 
attempted her chastity ; and that Potiphar 
would hearken to her words rather than to 
his, let his be ever so agreeable to the truth. 

4. When the woman had said thus, and 
even with tears in her eyes, neither did pity 
dissuade Joseph from his chastity, nor did 
fear compel him to a compliance with her ; 
but be opposed her solicitations^and did not 
yield to her threatenings, and was afraid to 
do an ill thing, and chose to undergo the 
sharpest punishment rather than to enjoy his 
present advantages, by doing what his own 
conscience knew would jr.stly deserve that 
he should die for it. He also put her in 
mind that she was a married woman, and that 
she ought to cohabit with her husband only ; 
and desired her to suffer these considerations 
to have more weight with her than the short 
pleasure of lustful dalliance, which would 
bring her to repentance afterwards, wtmld 
cause trouble to her, and yet would not amend 
what had been done amiss. He also sug- 
gested to her the fear she would be in lest they 
should be caught; and that the Advantage of 
concealment was uncertain, and that only 
while the wickedneM was not known [would 
there be any quiet for them] ; but that she 
might have the enjoyment of her husband^s 
company without any danger: and he told 
her, that in the company of her husband she 
might have great boldness from a good con- 
science, both before God and before men: 
nay, that she would act better like his mistress, 
and make use of her authority over him better 
while she persisted in her chastity, than when 
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they were both ashamed for wnat wiciceclness 
they had been guilty of ; and that it is much 
better to depend on a good life, w^ell acted, 
and known to have been so, than upon the 
hopes of the concealment of evil practices. 

5. Joseph, by saying this, and more, tried 
to restrain the violent passion of the woman, 
and to reduce her affections within the rules 
of reason ; but she grew more ungovernable 
and earnest in the matter ; and since she des- 
paired of persuading him, she laid her hands 
upon him, and had a mind to force him. But 
as soon as Joseph had got away from her an* 
ger, leaving also his garment with her. for he 
left that to her, and leaped out of her member, 
she was greatly afraid lest he sliould discover 
her lewdness to her husband, and greatly trou- 
bled at the affront he had offered her ; so she 
resolved to be beforehand with him, and to 
accuse Joseph falsely to Potiphar, and by that 
means to revenge herself on him for his pride 
and contempt of her ; and she thought it a 
wise thing iu itself, and also becoming a 
woman, thus to prevent his accusation. Ac- 
cordingly she sat sorrowful and in confusion, 
framing herself so hypocritically and angrily, 
that the sorrow, which was really for her 
being disappointed of her lust, might appear 
to be for the attempt upon her chastity ; so 
that when her husband came home, and was 
disturbed at the sight of her, and inquired 
what was the cause of the disorder she was in, 
she began to accuse Joseph : and, ** O, hus- 
band,” said she, ** mayst thou not live a day 
longer if thou dost not punish the wicked 
slave who has desired to defile thy bed ; who 
has neither minded who he was when he came 
to our house, so as to beliavc himself w'ith 
modesty ; nor ho^i he been mindful of what 
favours he had received from thy bounty (as 
he must he an ungrateful man indeed, unless 
he, in every respect, carry himself in a man- 
ner agreeable to us) ; this man, 1 say, laid a 
private design to abuse thy wife, and this at 
the time Oi’ a festival, observing when thou 
wouldst be absent ^ So that it now is clear 
that his modesty, as it appeared to be formerly, 
was only because of the restraint he was in 
out of fear of thee, but tliat he was not really of 
a good disposition. This has been occasioned 
by his being advanced to honour beyond what 
lie deserved and what he hoped for ; insomuch 
that he concluded, that he who was deemed 
fit to be trusted with thy estate and the govern- 
ment of thy family, and was preferred above 
thy eldest servants, might be allowed to touch 
thy wife also.” 'flius when she had ended 
her discourse, she shewed him bis garment, 
as if he th^ left it with her when he attempt- 
ed to force her. But Potiphar not being able 
to disbelieve what his wife's tears shewed, and 
what his wife said, and what he saw himself, 
and being seduced by his love to his wife, did 
not set himself about the examination of ^he 
truth; but taking it for granted that his wife’ 
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was a modest woman, and condemning Joseph 
as a wicked man, he threw him into the male- 
factors* prison ; and had a still higlier opinion 
of his wife, and bare her witness that she was 
a woman of a becoming modesty and chastity 


CHAPTER V. 

WHAT THINGS BEFEL JOSEPH IN PRISON, 

§ 1. Now Joseph, commending all his affairs 
to Ood, did not betake himself to make his 
defence, nor to give an account of the exact 
circumstances of the fact, but silently under- 
went tlie bonds and the distress he was in, 
firmly believing that God, who knew the 
cause of his affliction and the truth of the fact, 
would be more powerful than those that in- 
flicted the punishments upon him : — a proof 
of whose providence he quickly received ; for 
the keeper of the prison taking notice of his 
care and fidelity in the affairs he had set him 
alxiut, and the dignity of his countenance, 
relaxed his bonds, and thereby made his hea- 
vy calamity lighter, and more supportable to 
him : he also permitted him to make use of 
a diet better than that of the rest of the pri- 
soners. Now, as his fellow-prisoners, when 
their hard labours were over, fell to discours* 
ing one among another, as is usual in such as 
are equal sufferers, and to inquire one of ano- 
ther, what were the occasions of their being 
condemned to a prison: among them the 
king’s* cup-bearer, and one that had been res- 
pected by him, was put in bonds, on the king’s 
anger at him. This man was under the same 
bonds with. Joseph, and grew more familiar 
with him ; and upon his observing that Joseph 
had a belter understanding than the rest had, 
he told him of a dream he had, and desired . he 
would interpret its meaning, complaining that, 
besides the afflictions he underwent from the 
king, God did also add to him trouble from 
his dreams. 

2. He therefore said, that in his sleep he 
saw three clusters of grapes hanging upon 
three branches of a vine, large already, and 
ripe for gatliering ; and that he squeezed 
them into a cup which the king held in his 
hand; and when he had strained tlie wine, 
he gave it to the king to drink, and that he 
received it from him with a pleasant coun- 
tenance. This, he said, was what he saw ; and 
he desired Joseph, that if he had any portion 
of understanding in such matters, he would 
tell him what this vision foretold who bid 
him be of good cheer, and expect to be loosed 
ft-om his bonds in three days* time, because 
the king desired his service, and was about to 
restore him to it again ; for he iat him know 
that God bestows the fhiit of the vine upon 
men for good ; which wine is poured out to 
him, and is the pledge of fidelity and mutual 
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confidence Mtnong men ;* and puts an end to 
their quarrels, takes away passion and grief 
out of the minds of them that use it, and makes 
them cheerful. ** Thou sayest that thou didst 
squeeze this wine from three clusters of grapes 
with thine bands, and that the king received 
it : know, therefore, that this vision is for thy 
good, and foretels a release from thy present 
distress within the same number of days as 
the branches had whence thou gathcredst thy 
grapes in thy sleep. However, remember 
what prosperity 1 have foretold thee when 
thou hast found it true by experience ; and 
when thou art in authority, do not overlook us 
in this prison, wherein thou wilt le^ve us when 
thou art gone to the place we havi foretold ; 
for we are not in prison for any enme ; but 
for the sake of our virtue and sobriety are we 
condemned to sud'er the penalty of malefac- 
tors, and because we are not willing to injure 
him that has tlms distressed us, though it were 
for our own pleasure.” The cup-bearer, there- 
fore, as was natural to do, rejoiced to hear such 
an interpretation of his dream, and waited the 
Completion of what had been thus shown him 
beforehand. 

3. But another servant there was of Uie 
king, who had been chief baker, and was now 
bound in prison with the cup-bearer ; lie also 
was in good hope, upon Joseph’s interpre- 
tation of the other’s vision, for he had seen a 
dream also ; so he desired that Joseph would 
tell him what the visions he had seen the 
night before might mean. They were these 
that follow; — “ Methought,” saj's he, “I 
carried three baskets upon my head ; two were 
full of loaves, and the third full of sweetmeats 
and other eatables, such are prepared for 
kings ; but that the fowls came flying, and 
cat them all up, and had no regard to my at- 
tempt to drive them away j” — and he expect- 
ed a prediction like to that of the cup-bearer. 
But Joseph, considering and reasoning about 
the dream, said to him, that he would willingly 
be an interpreter of good events to him, and not 
of such as bis dream denounced to him; but he 
told him that he had only three days iii all to 
live, for thattlie [three] baskets signify, thaton 
the third day he should be crucified, and de- 
voured by fowls, while he was not able to help 
himself. Now both these dreams had the same 
several events that Joseph foretold they should 
have, and this to both the parties ; for on the 
tliird day before mentioned, when the king so- 
lemnized his birth-day, he crucified the chief] 
baker, but set the butler free from his bonds, 
and restored him to his former ministration. 

4. But God freed Joseph from his confine- 

ment, after he had endured his bonds two 
years, and had received no assistance from 
the cup-bearer, who did not rcMiember what 
he bad to him formerly ; and God con- 
trlrc4, deliverance for him. 

IMng hjtd seen in his sleep the 
. tania airaiiing two visions; and after them 


had the interpretations^ of them both given 
him. He had forgotten the latter, but re- 
tained the dreams themselves. Being there- 
fore troubled at what he had seen, for it 
seemed to him to be all of a melancholy na- 
ture, the next day he called together the 
wisest men among the Egyptians, desiring (o 
learn from them the interpretation of his 
dreams. But when they hesitated about them, 
the king was so much the more distuioed. 
And now it was that the memory of Joseph, 
and his skill in dreams, came into the mind 
of the king’s cup-bearer, when he saw tho 
confusion that Pharaoh was in ; so he came 
and mentioned Joseph to him; as also the 
vision he had seen in prison, and how the 
event proved as he had said ; as also that the 
chief baker was crucified on the very same 
day ; and that this also happened to him ac- 
cording to the interpretation of Joseph. That 
Joseph himself was laid in bonds by Potiphar, 
who was his head cook, as a slave ; but, he 
said, he was one of the noblest of the stock 
of the Hebrews; and said farther, his father 
lived in great splendour. ** If, therefore, 
thou wilt send for him, and not despise him 
on the score of his misfortunes, thou wilt 
learn what thy dreams signify,” So the 
king commanded that they should bring Jo- 
seph into his presence ; and those who rcceiv 
cd the command came and brought him with 
them, having taken care of his habit, that i. 
might be decent, as the king had enjoinU 
them to do. 

5, But the king took him by the hand ; 
and, ** O young man,” says he, “ for my ser- 
vant bears witness that tliou art at present the 
best and most skilful person I can consult 
w ith ; vouchsafe me the same fiivours which 
thou bestowedst on this servant of mine, and 
tell me what events they are which the visions 
of my dreams foreshow ; and I desire thee to 
suppress nothing out of fear, nor to flattet 
me with lying words, or with what may please 
me, although the truth should be of a melan- 
choly nature. For it seemed to me that, as I 
walked' by the river, 1 saw kine fat and very 
large, seven in number, going from the river 
to the marshes ; and other kine of the same 
number like them, met them out of the 
marshes, exceeding lean and ill-favoured, 
which ate up the fat and the large kine, and 
yet were no better than before, tyid not less 
miserably pinched with famine. After 1 had 
seen this vision, I awaked out of my sleep; 
and being in disorder, and considering with 
myself what this appearance should be, I fell 
asleep again, and saw another dream, much 
more wonderful than tlie foregothg, which 
still did more aflright and disturb me:— I 
saw seven ears of corn growing out of one 
root, having their heads borne down by the 
weight of the grains, and bending down with 
the fruit, which was now ripe and fit for reap- 
ing * and near these I saw seven other ears 
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of corn, meagre and weak, for want of rain, 
which fell to eating and consuming those that 
were fit for reaping, and put me into great 
astonishment.** 

6. To which Joseph replied: — This dream,” 
said he, ” O king, although seen under two 
forms, signifies one and the same event of 
things; for when thou sawest the fat kine, 
which is an animal made for the plough and 
for labour, devoured by the worser kine, and 
the ears of corn eaten up by the smaller ears, 
they foretel a famine, and want of the fruits 
of the earth for th^same number of years, 
and equal w'ith those when Egypt was in a 
happy state ; and this so far, that the plenty 
of these years will be spent in the same num. 
ber of years of scarcity, and that scarcity of 
necessary' provisions will be very difficult to 
be corrected; as a sign whereof, the ilUfa* 
voured kine, when they had devoured the 
better sort, could not be satisfied. But still 
God foreshows what is to come upon men, 
not to grieve them, but that, when they know | 
it beforehand, they may by prudence make 
the actual experience of what is foretold the 
more tolerable. If thou, therefore, carefully 
dispose of the plentiful crops which will come 
in the former years, thou wilt procure that 
the future calamity will not he felt by the 
Egyptians.** 

7. Hereupon the king wondered at the 
discretion and wisdom of Joseph ; and asked 
him by what means he might so dispense the 
foregoing plentiful crops, in the happy years, 
as to make the miserable crops more tolerable. 
Joseph then added this his advice : To spare 
the good crops, and not permit the Egyptians 
to spend them luxuriously ; but to reserve 
what they would have spent in luxury beyond 
their necessity, against the time of want. lie 
also exhorted him to take the corn of the hus> 
oamlmen, and give them only so much as wdll 
be sufficient for their food. Accordingly 
Pharaoh being surprised at Joseph, not only 
for his inter ^retation of the dream, but for 
the counsel he had given him, entrusted him 
with dispensing the corn ; with power to do 
what he thought would be for the benefit of 
the people of Egypt, and for the benefit of 
the king, as believing that he who first disco* 
vered this method of acting, would prove the 
best overseer of it. But Joseph having this 
power given him by the king, with leave to 
make use of Jiis seal, and to wear purple, 
drove in his chariot through all the land of 
Egypt, and took the corn of th« husbandmen,* 
allotting as much to every one as would be 
sufficient for seed and for food, but without 
discovering to any one the reason why he did 
so. 

• That IS, bought it for Phara )h at a very low price. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HOW JOSEPH, WHEN HE WAS BECOME FAMOUS 

IN EGYPl', HAD HIS BBETHAEN IN 8UBJFC. 

TION. 

§ 1. Joseph was now grown up to thirty 
years of age, and enjoyed great honours from 
the king, who called him Psothom Plianech, 
out of regard to his prodigious degree ot 

Isdom ; for that name denotes revealfr 
of secrets. He also married a wife of very 
high quality ; for he married the daughter ot 
Petcphres,f one of the priests of Heliopolis : 
she was a virgin, and lier name was Asenatli. 
By her he had children before the scarcity 
came on ; Manasseh, the elder, which signU 
fies forgetful^ because his present happiness 
made him forget his former misfortunes ; and 
Ephraim, the younger, which signifies restored^ 
because he was restored to the freedom of 
his forefathers. Now after Egypt bad hap- 
pily passed over seven years, according to Jo- 
seph’s interpretation of the dreams, the famine 
came upon them in the eighth year ; and be- 
cause this misfortune fell upon them when 
they had no sense of it beforehand,^ they 
were all sorely afflicted by it, and came run- 
ning to the king’s gates ; and he called upon 
Joseph, who sold the corn to them, being be- 
come confessedly a saviour to the whole mul- 
titude of the Egyptians. Nor did he open 
this market of corn for Uie people of that 
country; only, but strangers had liberty to 
buy also; Joseph being willing that all men, 
who are naturally akin to one another, should 
have assistance from those that lived in hap- 
piness. 

2. Now Jacob also, when he understood 
that foreigners might come, sent all his sons 
into Egypt to buy corn ; for the land of Ca- 
naan was grievously afflicted with the famine 
and this great misery touched the whole con- 
tinent. He only retained Benjamin, who 
was born to him by Rachel, and was of the 
same mother with Joseph. These sons of 
Jacob then came into Egypt, and applied 
themselves to Joseph, wanting to buy corn ; 
for nothing of this kind was done without his 
approbation, since even then only was the 

honour that was paid the king himself advan* 

- 

t This Potiphar, or, as Josephus, Petephres, who was 
now a priest or On, or Heliopolis, is the same name in 
Josephus, ami perhajM in Moses also, with him who is 
before cailetUiead cook or captain.of tlie guard, and to 
whom Joseph was sold. See (Jen. xxxvii. 56, xxxix. 1, 
with xli. 60. They are also oftirmeil to be one and the 
same person in the Testament of Joseph {sc<^ l^), for 
^ is there said to have married the daughter of his 
master and mistress. Nor is this a notion peculiar to 
that testament, llut, as Dr. Bernard confesses (note ox 
Antiq. b ii. chap. iV. sect. 1), common to Josephus, to 
the beptuagint interpreters, and to other learned Jews 
of old time. 

t. This entire ignorance of the Egyptians of these 
yean of famine before they came, told us before, as well 
as here (obap. v. sect. 7)» by Jasephus, seems to me al- 
jgiost incredible, it is in no other copy that i know of. 
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tageouB to the persons that paid it, when they 
took care to honour Joseph also. Now when 
he well knew his brethren, they thought notliing 
of him ; for he was but a youth when he left 
them, and was now come to an age so much 
greater, that the lineaments of his face were 
changed, and he was not known by them : 
besides this, the greatness of the dignity 
wherein he appeared, suffered them not so 
much as to suspect it was he. He now made 
trial w'hat sentiments they had about affairs of 
tlie greatest consequence ; for be refused to sell 
them corn, and said they were come as spies 
of the king’s affairs; and that they came 
from several countries, and joined themselves 
together, and pretended that they were of 
kin, it not being possible that a private man 
should breed up so many sons, and those of 
so great beauty of countenance as they were, 
such an education of so many children being 
not easily obtained by kings themselves. 
Now this he did in order to discover what 
concerned his father, and what happened to 
him after his own departure from him, and as 
desiring to know what was become of Benja> 
min his brother ; for he was afraid that they 
had ventured on the like wicked enterprise 
against him that they had done to himself, 
and had taken him off also. 

3. Now these brethren of his were under 
distraction and terror, and thought that very 
great danger hung over them j yet not at all 
reflecting upon their brother Joseph, and 
standing firm under the accusations laid 
against them, they made their defence by 
Reubel, the eldest of them, who now became 
their spokesman: “ We come not hither,” 
said he, “ with any unjust design, nor in 
order to bring any harm to the king’s affairs; 
we only want to be preserved, as supposing 
your humanity might be refuge for us from 
the miseries which our country labours un- 
der, we having heard that you proposed to sell 
corn not only to your own countrymen, but to 
strangers also, and that you determined to 
allow that corn, in order to preserve all that 
want it ; but that we are brctliren, and of the 
same common blood, the peculiar lineaments 
of our faces, and those not so much different 
from one another, plainly show. Our father’s 
name is Jacob, an Hebrew man, who bad 
twelve of us for his sons by four wives ; which 
twelve of us, while we were all alive, were a 
happy family • but when one of our brethren, 
whose name was Joseph, died, our affairs 
changed for the worse ; for our father could 
not forbear to make a long lamentation for 
him ; and we are in affliction, both by the 
calamity of the death of our brother, and the 
miserable state of our aged father. Wo are 
now, therefore, come to buy corn, having in- 
trusted the care of our father, and the provi. 
sion foir...0r family, to Ber^amin, our young- 
eft fa|pj|||| and h rhou sendest to our house, 


thou mayest learn whether we are guilty of 
the least falsehood in "What we say.” 

I 4. And thus did Reubel endeavour to per- 
suade Joseph to have a better opinion of them. 
But when he had learned from them that Ja- 
cob was alive, and that his brother was not 
destroyed by them, he for the present put them 
In prison, as intending to examine more into 
their affairs when he should be at leisure. 
But on the third day he brought them out, 
and said to them, “ Since you constantly af- 
firm that you are not come to do any harm 
to the king’s affairs ; that you arc brethren, 
and the sons of the father whom you named, 
you will satisfy me of tlie truth of what you 
say, if you leave one of your company with 
me, who shall sufler no injury here; and if, 
when ye have carried corn to your fatlier, you 
will come to me again, and bring your bro. 
ther, whom you say you left there, along with 
you, for this shall be by me esteemed an as- 
surance of the truth of what you liave told 
me.” •Hereupon they were in greater grief 
than before; they wept, and perpetually de- 
plored one among another the calamity of Jo- 
seph ; and said, * They were fallen into this 
misery as a punishment inflicted by God for 
what evil contrivances tlicy hud against him.’ 
And Reubel was large in his reproaches of 
them for their too late repentance, whence no 
profit arose to Joseph ; and earnestly exhorted 
them to bear with patience whatever tliey suf- 
fered, since it was done by God in way of pu. 
nishment, on his account. 'I'hus they spake 
to one another, not imagining that Joseph un- 
derstood their language. A general sadness 
also seized on them at Reubel ’s words, and a 
repentance for what they had done ; and they 
condemned the wickedness they had perpetrat- 
ed, for whic!) they judged they werejustly pu- 
nished by God. Now when Joseph saw tliat 
they were in this distress, he was so affected 
at it that he fell into tears, and, not being wil- 
ling that they should take notice of him, he 
retired ; and after a Mobile came to them again, 
and taking Symeon,* in order to his being a 
pledge for his brethren’s return, he bid them 
take the corn they had bought, and go their 
way. He also commanded his steward pri- 
vily to put the money which they had brought 
with them for the purchase of corn into, their 
sacks, and to dismiss them therewitli; who 
did what he was commanded to do. 

5. Now when Jacob’s sons w«re come into 
the land of Canaan, they told their father what 
bad happened to them in Egypt, and that they 
were taken to have come thither as spie/i upon 
the king ; and how they said they were bre- 
thren, and had left their eleventh brother with 
their father, but were not believed ; and how 

' The leason why Syineon might be selected out oi 
the rest for Joseph’s prisoner, is plain in the Testament 
of Symeon, viz. that he was one of the bitterest of all 
Joseph's brethren gainst him, secit H t which wpean 
also In part by the IHestament of Zabulon« sect 9. 
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they had left Synie with the governor, un- 
til Benjamin should go thither, and be a tes- 
timonial of the truth of what they had said : 
and they begged of their father to fear nothing, 
but to send the lad along with them. But 
Jacob was not pleased with any thing his sons 
had done ; and he took the detention of Sy- 
nieon heinously, and thence thought it a fool- 
ish thing to give up Benjamin also. Neither 
did he yield to Rcubel’s persuasion, though 
he begged it of him ; and gave leave that the j 
grandfather might, in way of requital, kill his 
ow'n sons, in case any harm came to Benja- 
min in the journey. So they were distressed, 
and knew not what to do : nay, there was an- 
other accident that still disturbed them more, ; 
—the money that was found hidden in their 
sacks of corn. Yet when the coni they had ■ 
brought Aiiled them, and when the famine still 
afflicted them, and necessity forced them, Ja- 
cob did* [not] still resolve to send Benjamin 
with his brethren, although there was no re- 
turning into Egypt unless they came with 
what they had promised. Now the misery 
growing every day worse, and his sons beg- 
ging it of him, he liad no other course to take 
in his present circumstances. And Judas, 
who w’as of a bold temper on other occasions, 
spake his mind very freely to him ; ** That it 
did not become him to be afraid on account of 
Ills son, nor to suspect the worst, as he did ; 
for notliing could be done to his son but by 
the appointment of God, which must also for 
certain come to pass, though he were at home 
with him ; that he ought not to condemn them 
to such manifest destruction ; nor deprive them 
of that plenty of food they might have from 
Pharaoh, by his unreasonable fear about his ! 
«on Benjamin, but ought to take care of the 
preservation of Symeon, lest, by attempting 
to hinder Benjamin’s journey, Symeon should 
perish. He cNhorted him to trust God for him ; 
and said he would either bring his sou back 
to him safe, or together w ith his, lose his own 
life.” So that Jacob was at length persuaded, 
and deliver* d Benjamin to them, with the price 
of the corn doubled ; he also sent presents to 
Joseph of the fruits of the land of Canaan; 
balsam and rosin, as also turpentine and ho- 
ney. f Now their father shed many tears at the 
departure of his sons, as well as themselves. 
Ills concern was, that he might receive them 
back again safe after their journey ; and their 
concern was, tijat they might find their father 
w'cll, and no way afHicted with grief for them. 
And this lamentation lasted a whole day; so 


6. An soon as they came into Egypt, they 
were brought down to Joseph : but here no 
small fear disturbed thorn, lest they should be 
accused about the price of the corn, as if they 
had cheated Joseph. They then made a long 
apology to Joseph’s steward; and told him, 
that when they came home they found the mo- 
ney in their sacks, and that they had now 
brought it along with them. He said he did 
not know what they meant : — so they were de- 
livered from that fear. And when he had 
loosed Symeon, and put him into a handsome 
habi^ he suffered him to be with his brethren ; 
at which time Joseph came from his attend- 
ance on the king. So they oflTered him their 
presents ; and upon his putting the question 
to them about their father, they answered, that 
they found him well. He also, upon his dis- 
covery that Benjamin was alive, asked whether 
this was their younger brother? for he had 
seen him. Whereupon they said he was: be 
replied, that the God over all was his protec- 
tor. But when his affection to him made him 
shed tears, he retired, desiring he might not 
be seen in that plight by his brethren. Then 
Joseph took them to supper, and they were set 
down in the same order as they used to sit at their 
father’s table. And although Joseph treated 
them all kindly, yet did he scud a mess to 
Benjamin that was double to what the rest of 
the guests had for their shares. 

7. Now when after supper they had com- 
posed themselves to sleep, Joseph commanded 
his steward both to give them their measures 
of corn, and to hide its price again in their 
sacks ; and that withal tJiey should pat into 
Benjaiuin’s sack the golden cup, out of which 
he loved himself to drink : — which things ho 
did, in order to make trial of his brethren, 
whether they would stand by Benjamin when 
he slioiild be accused of having stolen the cup, 
and should appear to be in danger ; or whether 
they would leave him, and, depending on their 
own innocency, go to their father withou 

[ him. — When the servant l>ad done as he was 
bidden, the sons of Jacob, knowing nothing 
of all this, went their way, and took Symeon 
along with them, and had a double cause of 
joy, both because they had received him again, 
and because they took back Benjamin to their 
father, as they had promised. But presently 
a troop of liorsemcn encompassed them, and 
brought with them Josepb '9 servant, who had 
put the cup into Benjamirfs sack. Upon 
which unexpected attack of the horsemen they 
were much disturbed, and asked what the rea- 


that the old man was at last tired with grief, 
and staid behind ; but they went on their, way 
for Egypt, endeavouring to mitigate their grief] 
for their present misfortunes, with the hopes 
of better success hereafter. 

• The coherence seems to me to show that the negai- 
ive particle is here wanting, which 1 have supplied in 
vacKets; and \ wonder none have hitherto suspected 
tliat it ought to be ..I.,.'. 

t Of the prccioi*s ^^Isam of Judea, and the turpen- 
tine, see the note on Antiq. b. viil. ch« vl. sect t>. 


son was that they came thus upon men, who 
a little before bad been by their lord thought 
worthy of an honourable and hospitable re- 
ception I lliey replied, by calling them wick- 
ed wretches, who had forgot that very hospi 
table and kind treatment which Joseph had 
given them, and did not scruple to be injuri- 
ous to him, and to carry oflf that cup out ot 
which he had, in sojriendly a manner, drank 
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lo them, and not regarding their friendship with 
Joseph, no more than the danger they should 
be in if they were taken, in comparison of the 
unjust gain. Hereupon he threatened that 
they should be punislied ; for though they had 
escaped the knowledge of him who w'.ns but 
a servant, yet had they not escaped the know- 
ledge of God, nor had gone olf with what they 
had stolen ; and after all, asked why w'o come 
upon them ? as if they knew nothing of the 
matter: and be told them that they should 
immediately know it by their punishment. 
This, and more of the same nature, did the 
servant say, in way of reproach to them : but 
they being wholly ignorant of any thing here 
that concerned them, laughed at what he said ; 
and wondered at the abusive language which 
the servant gave them, when he was so hardy 
as to accuse those who did not before so much 
as retain the price of their corn, which was 
found in their sacks, but brought it again, 
though nobody else knew' of any such thiiig,*— 
so far were they from offering any injury to 
Joseph voluntarily. But still, supposing that 
a search would be a more sure justiiication of 
themselves than their own denial of the fact, 
they bid him search them, and that if any of 
them had been guilty of the theft, to punish 
them all ; for being no way conscious to them- 
selves of any crime, they spake with assurance, 
and, as they thought, without any danger to 
memselves also. The servants desired there 
might be a search made ; but they said tlic 
punishment should extend to him alone who 
should be found guilty of the theft. So they 
made the search ; and, having searched all the 
rest, they came last of all to Benjamin, as 
knowing it was Benjamin’s sack in which they 
had hidden the cup, they having indeed search- 
ed the rest only for a show of accuracy : so 
the rest were out of fear for themselves, and 
were now only concerned about Benjamin, but 
still were well assured that he would also be 
found innocent; and they reproached those 
that came after them for their hindering them, 
while they might, in the mean while, have got* 
ten a good way on their journey. But as soon 
as they had searched Benjamin’s sack, they 
found the cup, and took it from him ; and all 
was changed into mourning and lamentation. 
'I’hey rent their garments, and wept for the 
punishment which their brother was to under- 
go for his tlieft, and for the delusion they had 
put on their father, when they promised they 
would bring Benjamin safe to him. What 
added to their misery was, that this melanclio- 
ly accident came unfortunately at a time when 
they thought they harl been gotten off’ clear: 
but they confessed that this misfertune of their 
brother, as well as the grief of their father fur 
him, was owing to themselves, since it was 
they that forced their father to send him with 
them, when he was averse to it. 

8. The horsemen therefore took Benjamin 
and bi ought hittt'to Joseph, his brethren also 
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following him ; who, when he saw him in 
custody, and them in the habit of mourners, 
said, How came you, vile wretches as you are, 
to have such a strange notion of my kindness 
to you, and of God’s providence, as impudent- 
ly to do thus to your benefactor, who in such 
an hospitable manner had entertained you ?” 
—Whereupon they gave up themselves to be 
punished, in order to. save Benjamin; and 
called to mind what a wicked enterprize they 
had been guilty of against Joseph. They 
also pronounced him more happy than them- 
selves, if he were dead, in being freed from 
the miseries of this life; and if lie were alive, 
that he enjoyed the pleasure of seeing God’s 
vengeance upon them. They said farther, that 
they were the plague of their father, since they 
should now add to his former affliction for 
Joseph, this other affliction for Benjamin, 
iteubel also was large in cutting them upon 
this occasion. But Joseph dismissed them; 
for he said they had been guilty of no' offence, 
and that he would content himself with the 
lad’s punishment ; for he said it was not a lit 
thing to let him go free, for the sake of those 
who bad not offended ; nor w'as it a lit thing 
to punish them together with him who had been 
guilty of stealing. And when he promised to 
give them leave to go away in safety, the rest 
of them were under groat consternation, and 
were able to say nothing on this sad occasion. 
But Judas, who bad persuaded their father to 
send the lad from him, being otherwise also a 
very bold and active man, determined to hazard 
himself for the preservation of his brother, 

♦ It is true,” said he, ** O governor, that we 
have been very wicked with regard to thee, and 
on that account deserve punishment ; even all 
of us may justly be punished, although the theft 
were not committed by all, but only by one of 
us, and he the youngest also : but yet there 
remains some hope for us, who otherwise must 
be under despair on bis account, and this 
from thy goodness, w'hich promises us a de- 
liverance out of our present danger. And 
now £ beg thou wilt not look at us, or at that 
great crime we have been guilty of, but at thy 
own excellent nature, and take advice of thine 
own virtue, instead of that wratli thou hast 
against us ; which passion those that other- 
wise are of lower character indulge, as they 
do their strength, and that not only on great, 
but also on very trilling occasions. Overcome, 
Sir, that passion, and be not subdued by it, 
nor suffer it to slay those thattlo not other- 
wise presume upon their own safety, but arc 
desirous to accept of it from thee ; for ti)is is 
not the first time that thou wilt bestow it on 
us, but before, when we came to buy corn, 

• This oration setMns to me too lar^c, and too un> 
usual a digression, lu have been cum]>uscd by Judas on 
this occasion. It seems to me a speech or declamation 
composed formerly, in the person of Judas, and in the 
way of oratory, that lay by nim, and which he thought 
fit to insert on this occasion. See two moro such speech 
es or declamations, Antiip b. vt. ch. xiv. sect. i. 
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thou afibrdedst us great plenty of food, and 
gavest us leave to carry so much home to our 
family as has preserved them from perishing 
by famine. Nor is there any diiference between 
not overlooking men that were perishing for 
want of necessaries, and not punishing those 
that seem to be offenders, and have been so un< 
fortunate as to lose the advantage of that glori- 
ous benefaction which they received from thee. 
This will be an instance of equal favour, 
though bestowed after a different manner; 
for thou wilt save those this way whom thou 
didst feed the other; and thou wilt hereby 
preserve alive, by thy own bounty, tlwse souls 
which thou didst not suffer to be distressed by 
famine, it being indeed at once a wonderful 
and a great thing to sustain our lives by corn, 
and to bestow on us that pardon, whereby, 
now we are distressed, we may continue tliose 
lives. And lam ready to suppose, that God 
is willing to afford thee this opportunity of ^ 
showing thy virtuous disposition, by bringing 
us into this calamity, that it may appear thou 
canst forgive the injuries that are done to thy- 
self and may St be esteemed kind to others, be- 
sides those who, on other accounts, stand in 
need of thy assistance ; since it is indeed a 
right thing to do well to those who are in dis- 
tress for want of food, but still a more glo- 
rious thing to save those who deserve to be 
punished, when it is on account of heinous 
offences against thyself ; for if it be a thing 
deserving commendation to forgive such as 
have been guilty of small offences, that tend 
to a personas loss, and this be praiseworthy in 
him tliat overlooks such offences, to restrain 
a man’s passion as to crimes which arc capi- 
tal to the guilty, is to be like the most excel- 
lent nature of God himself ; — and truly, as 
for myself, had it not been that we hud a 
father, who had discovered, on occasion of 
the death of Joseph, how miserably he is al- 
ways afflicted at the loss of his sons, 1 had 
not mu<le any words on account of the saving 
^of our own lives; 1 mean, any farther than 
as that would be an excellent character for 
thyself, to picsevve even those that would 
have nobody to lament them when they were 
dead, but we w ould have yielded ourselves up 
to suffer whatsoever thou pleasedst; but now 
(for we do not plead for mercy to ourselves, 
though indeed, if w'c die, it will be while we 
are young, and before we have had the enjoy- 
ment of life) have regard to our father, and 
take pity of his old age, on whose account it 
*s that we make these supplications to thee. 
We beg thou wilt give us those lives which 
this wickedness of ours has rendered obnox- 
ious to thy punishment ; and this for his sake 
who is not himself wicked, nor does his being 
our father make us wicked. He is a good 
man, and not worthy to have such trials of 
his patience ; and now', w'e are absent, he is 
afflicted witli care for us ; but if he hear of 
our deaths, and what was the cause of it, he 
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will on that account die an immature death ; 
and the reproachful manner of our ruin will 
hasten his end, and will directly kill him, nay, 
w'ill bring him to a miserable death, while he 
w'ill make haste to rid himself out of the world, 
and bring himself to a state of insensibility, 
before the sad story of our end come abroad 
into the rest of the world. Consider these 
tilings in this manner, although our wicked- 
ness does now provoke thee with a just desire 
of punishing that wickedness, and forgive it 
for our father’s sake ; and let thy commiser- 
ation of him weigh more with thee than our 
wickedness. Have regard to the old age of 
our father, who, if we perish, will be very 
lonely while he lives, and will soon die him- 
self also. Grant this boon to the name of 
Fathers, for thereby thou wilt honour him 
that begat thee, and will grant it to thyself 
also, who enjoyest already that denomination ; 
thou wilt then, by that denomination, he pre- 
served of God, the Father of all,— by show- 
ng a pious regard to which, in the case ot 
our father, thou wilt appear to honour him 
who is styled by the same name ; 1 mean, if 
thou wilt have this pity on our father, upon 
this consideration, how miserable he will be if 
he be deprived of his sons ! It is thy part 
tlierefore to bestow on us what God has given 
us, when it is in thy power to take it away, 
and so to resemble him entirely in charity ; 
for it is good to use that power, which can 
cither give or take away on the merciful side ; 
and when it is in thy power to destroy, to for- 
get that thou ever hadst that power, and to 
look oo thyself as only allowed power for 
preservation ; and that the more any one ex 
tends this power, the greater reputation doet 
he gain to himself. Now, by forgiving our 
brother what he has unhappily committed, 
thou wilt preserve us all ; for we cannot 
think of living if he be put to death, since wt 
dare not show ourselves alive to our father 
without our brother, but here must we par- 
take of one and the same catastrophe of his 
life ; and so far we beg of thee, O governor, 
that if thou condemnest our brother to die, 
thou wilt punish us together with him, as 
partners of his cringe,— for we shall not think 
it reasonable to be reserved to kill ourselves 
for grief of our brother’s death, but so to die 
rather as equally guilty with of this 
crime ! I will only leave with thee this one 
consideration, and then will say no more, viz. 
That our brother committed his fault when 
he was young, and not yet of conffrmed 
wisdom in his conduct ; and that men natur- 
ally forgive such young persons. I end 
here, without adding what more 1 have to 
say, that in case thou coqdemnest us, that o- 
mission may be supposed to have hurt u% 
and permitted thee to take the severer side ; 
but in case thou setteet us free, that this may 
be ascribed to thy own goodness, of wldch 
thou art inwardly conscious, that thou fnem 
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us from condemnation j and that not by barely 
preserving us, but by granting us such a fa- 
vour as will make us appear more righteous 
than we really are, and by ricprcsenting to 
thyself more motives for our deliverance than 
we are able to produce ourseU^es. If, there- 
fore, thou rosolvest to slay him, I desire thou 
wilt slay me in his stead, and send him back 
to his father ; or if thou pleasest to retain him 
with thee as a slave, I am fitter to labour for 
thy advantage in that capacity, and, as thou 
seest, am better prepared for either of those 
sufl’erings.*** So Judas, being very willing 
to undergo any thing whatever for the deliver- 
ance of his brother, cast himself down at Jo- 
seph’s feet, and earnestly laboured to assuage 
and pacify his anger. All his brethren also 
tell down before him, weeping and delivering 
themselves up to destruction for the jireserva- 
tion of the life of Benjamin. 

10. But Joseph, as overcome now with his 
affections, and no longer able to personate an 
angry man, commanded all that were present 
to depart, that he might make himself known 
to his brethren when they were alone ; and 
when the rest were gone out, he made him- 
self known to his brethren ; and said, “ 1 
commend you for your virtue, and your kind- 
ness to our brother : I find you better men 
than I could have expected from what you 
contrived about me. Indeed, I did all thi: 
to try your love to your brother ; so 1 believe 
you were not wicked by nature in what you 
did in my case, but that all has happened ac- 
cording to God’s will, who has hereby pro- 
cured our enjoyment of what good things we 
have ; and, if he continue in a favourable 
disposition, of wdiat we hope for hereafter. 
Since, therefore, I know that our father is 
safe and well, beyond expectaion, and I see 
you so well disposed to your brother, I will 
no longer remember what guilt you seem to 
have had about me, but will leave off to hate 
you for that your wickedness ; and do rather 
return you my thanks, tliat you have concur- 
red with the intentions of God to bring things 
to their present state. I w’ould have you 
also rather to forget the same, since that im- 
prudence of yours is come to such a happy 
conclusion, than to be uneasy and blush at 
those your offences. Do not, therefore, let 
your evil intentions, when you condemned 
me, and that bitter remorse which might fol- 
low, be a grief to you now, because those in- 
tentions were frustrated. Go, therefore, your 
way, rejoicing in what has happened by the 
Divine Providence, and inform your father 
of it, lest he should be spent with cares for 
you, and deprive me of the most agreeable 
part of my felicity I mean, lest he should 
die before he comes into my sight, and en- 

In ^ Judas we may observe, tha 

Joeepbuv tdttwippoaed that death was the punishmetVw 
of fhm J« Kgypb th* Joseph, though it never 

was so amotif the Jews, by the law of Moses. i 


joys the good things that we now have. 
Bring, therefore, with you our father, and 
your wives and children, and all your kin- 
dred, and remove your habitations hither; for 
t is not proper that the persons dearest to me 
should live remote from me, now my affairs 
are so prosperous, especially when they must 
endure five more years of famine.’* When 
Joseph had said this, he embraced his breth- 
ren, who were in tears and sorrow ; but the 
generous kindness of their brother seemed to 
leave among them no room for fear, lest they 
should be punished on account of whut they 
had consulted and acted against him ; and 
they were then feasting. Now the king, as 
soon as he hoard that Joseph’s bretliren were 
come to him, was exceeding glad of it, as if 
it had been a part of his own good fortune ; 
and gave them waggons full of corn, and gold 
and silver, to be conveyed to his father. Now 
when they had received more of their brother, 
part to be carried to their father, and part as 
free gifts to every one of themselves, Benja- 
min having still more than the rest, they de> 
parted. 


CHAPTER VII. 

TUB removal 01 Joseph’s father, with all 
nis family, to him, on account of the 

FAMINE. 

§ 1. As soon as Jacob came to know, by his 
sons returning home, in what state Josepn 
was ; tliat he had not only escaped death, for 
which yet he lived all along in mourning, but 
that he lived in splendour and happiness, and 
ruled over Egypt, jointly with tlie king, and 
had intrusted to his care almost all his aHairsj 
lie did not think any thing he was told to be 
incredible, considering the greatness of the 
works of God, and his kindness to him, al- 
though that kindness had, for some late times, 
been intermitted ; so he immediately and 
zealously set out upon his journey to him. 

2. When he came to the Well of the Oath 
(Beersheba), he oilered Sticrificc to God; 
and being afraid that the happiness there was 
in Egypt might tempt his posterity to fall in 
love with it and settle in it, and no more 
think of removing into the land of Canaan, 
and possessing it, as God had promised them ; 
as also being afraid, lest, if this descent intog 
Egypt were made without tlie will of God, 
his family might be destroyed there ; out of 
fear, withal, lest he should depart this life 
before he came to the sight of Joseph, he fell 
asleep, revolving these doubts in liis mind. 

S. But God stood by him, and called to 
him twice by his name ; and when he asked 
who he was, God said, “ No, sure ; it is not 
I just that thou, Jacob, sliouldst be unac- 
iquainted with that God who has been ever 
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a protector and a helper to thy forefatliers, 
and after them to thyself: for when thy fa- 
ther would have deprived thee of the domi* 
liion, I gave it thee ; and by iny kindness it 
was that, when thou wast sent into Mesopo- 
tamia all alone, thou obtainedst good wives, 
and rcturnedst with many children, and much 
wealth. Thy whole family also has been 
preserved by my providence ; and it was I 
who conducted Joseph, thy son, whom thou 
gavest up for lost, to the enjoyment of great 
prosperity. I also made him lord of Egypt, 
so that he dilTcrs but little from a king. Ac- 
cordingly, I come now as a guide to thee in 
this journey ; and foretel to thee, that thou 
shall die in the arms of Joseph : and 1 in- 
form thee, that thy posterity shall be many 
ages in authority and glory, and that I will 
settle them in the land which I have promised 
them.” 

4. Jacob, encouraged by this dream, went 
on more cheerfully for ICgypt with his sons, 
and all belonging to them. Now they were 
in all seventy. I once, indeed, thought it 
best not to set down the names of this family, 
especially because of their di^ult pronunci- 
ation [by the Greeks] ; but, upon the whole, 
1 think it necessary to mention those names, 
that I may disprove such as believe that we 
came not originally from Mesopotamia, but 
are Egyptians. Now Jacob had twelve sons ; 
of these Joseph was come thither before. We 
will therefore set down the names of Jacob’s 
children and grandchildren. Reuben had 
four sons— Anocli, Phallu, Assaron, Charmi; 
Simeon had six — Jamucl, Jamin, Avod, Ja- 
chin, Soar, Said ; Levi had three sons — Ger- 
som, Caath, Merari ; Judas had throe son? 
Sala, I’haros, Zerah ; and by Pharos two 
grandchildicn — Esrom and Amar ; Issachar 
had four sons — Thola, Pliua, Jasob, Samaronj 
Zabulon had with him three sons — Sarad» 
Melon, Julel, So far is the posterity of Lea; 
with whom went her daughter Dinah. These 
arc thirty-three. Rachel had two sons, tlie 
one of vvhoni, Joseph, had two sons also, 
Manasses and Ephraim. The other, Benja- 
min, had ten sons — Bolnu, Baccliar, Asabel, 
Geras, Naaman, Jes, Ros, Momphis, Oppliis, 
Arad. 'J’liose fourteen added to the thirty- 
three before enumerated, amount to the num- 
ber forty-seven ; and this was the legitimate 
posterity of Jacob. He had besides, by Bilhah, 
the handmaid of Rachel, Dan and Nephthali; 
which last had four sons that followed him-— 
Jesel, Guni, Issari, and Selliixi, Dan had an 
only. begotten son, Usi. If these be added 
to those before mentioned, they complete the 
number fifty-four. Gad and Aser were the 
sons of Zilpha, who was the handmaid of Lea. 
These had witli them. Gad seven— Saphouiab, 
Augis, Sunis, Azabon, Aerin, Eroed, Ariel. 
Aser had a daughter, Sarah, and six male 
children, whose names were Jomne, Isus, 
Isoui, Baris, Abar, and MclehieJ. If we add 
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these, which are sixteen, to the fifty-four, the 
forementioned number [70] is completed,* 
Jacob not being himself included in that 
number. 

5, When Joseph understood that his father 
was coming, for Judas his brother was come 
before him, and informed him of his approach, 
he went out to meet him ; and they met to. 
gether at lleroopoUs. But Jacob almost 
fainted away at this unexpected and great 
joy ; however, Joseph revived him, being yet 
not himself able to contain from being affect- 
ed iri the same manner, at the pleasure he 
now had ; yet was he not wholly overcome 
with his passion, as his father was. After 
this he desired Jacob to travel on slowly ; 
but he himself took five of his brethren with 
him, and made haste to the king, to tell him 
that Jacob and his family were come ; which 
was a joyful hearing to him. He also bid 
Joseph tell him what sort of life his brethren 
loved to lead, that he might give them leave 
to follow the same ; who told him tliey were 
good shepherds, and had been used to follow 
no other employment but this alone. Where- 
by he provided for them, that they should 
not be separated, but live in the same place, 
and take care of tlu'ir father ; as also hereby 
he provided, that they might be acceptable to 
the Egyptians, by doing nothing that would 
be common to them with the Egyptians ; for 
the Egyptians are prohibited to meddle with 
feeding of shcep.f 

6, When Jacob was come to the king, and 
saluted^ him, and wished all prosperity to his 
government. Pharaoh asked him how old he 
now was ; upon whose answer, that he was an 
hundred and thirty years old, he admired Ja- 
cob on account of the length of his life. And 
when he had added, that still he had not lived 
so long as his forefathers, he gave him leave 

I to live with his children in Heliopolis ; for 
I in that city the king’s shepherds had their 
I pasturage. 

7, However, the famine increased among 
the Egyptians; and this heavy judgment 
grew more oppressive to them, because nei- 
ther did the river overflow the ground, for it 
did not rise to its former height, nor did God 
send rain upon it ;| nor did they indeed make 

* All the Greek copies of Josephus have the negative 
particle here, that Jacob himself was not reckoned one 
of the sereiity souls that came into Kgypt ; but the old 
Latin copies want it, and directly assure us he was one 
of them. It is therefore hardly certain which of these 
was Josephus’s true reading, since the number seventy 
is made up without him, if we reckon Leah for one; 
but if she lie not reckoned, Jacob must himself be one, 
to complete the number. 

f Josephus thought that the Egyptians hated or de* 
spised the employment of a shepherd in the days of Jo- 
seph; whereas Bishop Cumberland has shown* that they 
mtlier hated such Phoenicia# or Canaanite shepherds 
that hari long enslaved the Egyptians of old time. See 
his Sanchoniatho, p. 361 , .)6f. 

t Reland here puts the question, how Josephus could 
complain of its not raining m Egypt during this faming 
while the ancients afhrm that it never does naturally 
rain there. His answer is, that when the ancicn* s deny 
that it rains in Egypt, they only mean tlie Upper Egypt 
idwvc the Delta, wnich is called Egypt in the strictest 
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the least provision for themselves, so ignoran 
were tliey what was to be done ; but Joseph 
sold them corn for their money. But when 
their money failed them, they bought corn 
with their cattle and their slaves; and if any 
of them had a small piece of land, they gave 
up that to purchase them food, by which 
means the king became the owner of all their 
substance ; and they were removed, some to 
one place and some to another, that so the 
possession of their country might be firmly 
assured to the king, excepting the lands of 
the priests; for their country continued still 
in their own possession. And indeed this 
sore famine made their minds as well as tlieir 
bodies slaves ; and at length compelled them 
to procure a sufficiency of food by such dis- 
honourable means. But when this misery 
ceased, and the river overflowed the ground, 
and the ground brought forth its fruits plen- 
tifully, Joseph came to every city, and ga- 
thered the people thereto belonging together, 
and gave them back entirely the land which, 
by their own consent, the king might have 
possessed alone, and alone enjoyed the fruits 
of it. He also exhorted them to look on it as 
every one's own possession, and to fall to 
their husbandry with cheerfulness; and to 
pay, as a tribute to the king, the fliili part* of 
the fruits for the land which the king, when 
it was his own, restored to them. I’hcse men 
rejoiced upon their becoming unexpectedly 
owners of their lands, and diligently observed 
what was enjoined them ; and by this means 
Joseph procured to himself a greater autho- 
rity among the Egyptians, and greater love 
to the king from them. Now this law', that 
they should pay the fifth part of their fruits 
as tribute, continued until their later kings. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


OF THE DEATH OF JACOB AND JOSEPH. 

§ 1. Now when Jacob had lived seventeen 
years in Egypt, be fell into a disease, and 
died in the presence of his sons ; but not till 
he made his prayers for their enjoying pros- 
perity, and till he had foretold to them pro- 
phetically how every one of them was to dw'cll 
in the land of Canaan. But this happened 
many years afterward. He also enlarged up- 
on the praises of Joseph how he had not 

sense; but that in tlic Delta [end by consequence in the 
tower Egypt adjoining to it], It did of old, and still 
does, rain sometimes. See the Nou* on Antiq. b. iii. 
ch. i. sect 6. 

« Josephus supposes that Joscnl) now restored the 
Egyptians their lands again, upon the payment of a fifth 
part as tribute. It seemi to me rather that the land 
was now considered as i’haraolt’s land, and this dfth 
part as its rent, to be paid to him, as he was their land- 1 
loid, and ti^ bis n n.Mits; and that the lands were not : 
propc;rly this fifth part reserved as tri- > 

biite^y tm^flU^ays of Sesostris. See Essay on the 

Old 

V iiU tWWi f****"ii“ni upon Joseph, as prenaratoiy i 
td Epliraiiri and Manasses intj h* 
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remembered the evil doings of bis brethren to 
their disadvantage ; nay, on the contrary, was 
kind to them, bestowing upon them so many 
benefits, as seldom are bestowed on men's 
own benefactors. He then commanded his 
own sons that they should admit Joseph’s 
sons, Ephraim and Manasses, into their niim* 
ber, and divide the land of Canaan in com- 
mon with them; concerning whom we shall 
treat hereafter. How'cver, he made it his re- 
quest that he might be buried at Hebron. So 
he died, when he had lived full a hundred 
and fifty years, three only abated, having not 
been behind any of his ancestors in piety to- 
wards God, and having such a recompense 
for it, as it was fit those should liave who were 
so good as these were. But Joseph, by the 
king's permission, carried his father’s dead 
body to Hebron, and there buried it, at a 
great expense. Now his brethren were at 
first unwilling to return back with him, be- 
cause they were afraid lest, now their father 
was dead, he should punish them for their 
secret practices against him; since he was 
now gone, for whose sake ho liad been so 
jracious to th^p But he persuaded them to 
fear no harm, and to entertam no suspicions 
if him : so he brought tliem along with him, 
nd gave them great possessions, and never 
left off his particular concern for them. 

2. Joseph also died when he had lived a 
hundred and ten years ; having been a man 
of admirable virtue, and conducting all his 
affairs by the rules of reason ; and used his 
authority with moderation, which was the 
cause of his so great felicity among the Egyp- 
tians, even w'hen he came from another coun- 
try, and that in such ill circumstances also, 
as w’e have already described. At length his 
brethren died, after they had lived happily in 
Egypt. Now the posterity and sons of these 
men, after some time, carried their bodies, 
and buried them at Hebron ; but as to the 
bones of Joseph, they carried them into the 
land of Canaan afterward, when the Hebrews 
went out of Egypt, for so had Joseph made 
them promise him upon oath ; but what be- 
came of every one of these men, and by what 
toils they got the possession of the land of 
Canaan, shall be shown hereafter, when 1 
lave frrst explained upon w'hat account it w'as 
that they left Egypt. 

• • 

own family, and to be admitted for two tribes, which 
tnscptms here mentions, all our copies of Genesis omit 
It (cii. xlviii.) ; nor do we know whence he took it, ui 
whether it be not his own embelltsljnent only. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

CONCERNING THE AFFLICTIONS THAT BEFEL 

THE HEBREWS IN EGYPT, DURING FOUR 

HUNDRED YEARS. * 

1. Now It happened that the Egyptians 
grew delicate and lazy, as to pains^taking 
and gave themselves up to other pleasures, 
and in particular to the love of gain. They 
also became very ill affected towards the He- 
brews, as touched with envy at their prospe- 
rity; for when they saw how the nation of 
the Israelites flourished, and were become 
eminent already in plenty of wealth, which 
they had acquired by their virtue and natural 
love of labour, they thought their increase 
was to their own detriment ; and having, in 
length of time, forgotten the benefits they 
had received from Joseph, particularly the 
crown being now come into another family, 
they became very abusive o tlie Israelites, 
and contrived many ways of afflicting them ; 
for they enjoined them to cut a great number 
of channels for the river, ailP to build walls 
for their cities and ramparts, that they might 
restrain the river, and hinder its waters from 
stagnating, upon its running over its own 
banks ; they set them also to build pyramids, -j- 
and by all this wore them out ; and forced 
them to learn nil sorts of mechanical arts, 
and to accustom themselves to hard labour. 
And four hundred years did they spend under 
these afflictions ; for they strove one against 
the other which should get the mastery, the 
Egyptians desiring to destroy the Israelites 
by these labours, and the Israelites desiring 
to hold out to the end under them. 

2. While the affairs of the Hebrews were 
in this condition, there was this occasion offer- 
ed itself to the Egyptians, which made them 
more solicitous for the. extinction of our na- 
tion, One of those sacred scribes,^ who are 
very s igacious in foretelling future events tru- 
ly, told the king, that about this time there 
would a child be born to the Israelites, who, 
if he were reared, would bring the Egyptian 
dominion low, and would raise the Israelites; 

♦ As to the affliction of Abraham’s posterity for 40 ' 
>6ars, sec Antiq. book i. chap. x. sect. 3 : and as to what 
cities they built in Egypt, under Pharaoh Scsostris, and 
of Pliaraoh ^^ostris's drowning In the Red .*<ca, see 
Essay on the Old Testament, Append, p. 152 — 162. 

t Of this building of the pyramids of Egypt by tlie 


}f they be all built of stone, this docs not so well agree 
with the Israelites’ labours, which arc said to have been 
in brick, and not in stone, as Mr. Saiidys observes in his 
Travels, p. 127, 128. 

t Dr. Bernard informs us here, that instead of this 
single priest or prophet of the Egyptians, without a 
name in Josepinis, the Targum of Jonathan names the , 
two famous antagonists of Moaes, Jannes and Jambres. i 
Nor is it at all unlikely that it might be one of these | 
who foreboded so much misery to the Egyptians, and | 
w much happiness to the Israelites, from the rearttig of 
Mosos. 
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that he would excel all men in virtue, and ob- 
tain a glory that would be remembered through 
all ages. Which thing was so feared by the 
king, that, according to this man’s opinion, 
he commanded that they should cast every 
male child, which was born to the Israelites, 
Into the river, and destroy it ; that besides this, 
the Egyptian niidwivesl should watch the la 
hours of the Hebrew women, and observe 
what is born, for those were the women who 
were enjoined to do the office of mid wives to 
them ; and by reason of their relation to the 
king, would not transgress his commands. He 
enjoined also. That if any parents should dis- 
obey him, and venture to save their male 
children alive, || they and their families should 
be destroyed. This was a severe affliction in. 
deed to those that suffered it, not only as they 
were deprived of their sons, and, while they 
were the parents themselves, they were oblig- 
ed to be subservient to the destruction of their 
own children, but as it was to be supposed to 
tend to the extirpation of their nation, while 
pon the destruction of their children, and 
their own gradual dissolution, the calamity 
would become very hard and inconsolable to 
them : and this W’as the ill state they were in. 
But no one can be too hard for the purpose 
of God, though he contrive ten thousand 
subtile devices for that end; for this child, 
whom the sacred scribe foretold, was brough* 
up and concealed from the observers appoint- 
ed by the king; and he that foretold him did 
not mistake in the consequences of bis preser- 
vation, wJiich were brought to pass after the 
manner following:-— 

3. A man, whose name was Amram, one 
of the nobler sort of the Hebrews, was afraid 
or his whole nation, lest it should fail, by the 
want of young men to be brought up here- 
after, and was very uneasy at it, his wife be- 
ing then with child, and he knew not what to 
do. Hereupon he betook himself to prayer 
to God ; and entreated him to have compas- 
sion on those men who had nowise transgress- 
ed the laws of his worship, and to afford them 
deliverance from the miseries they at that time 
endured, and to render abortive their enemies' 
hopes of the destruction of their nation. Ac- 
cordingly God had mercy on him, and was 
moved by his supplication. He stood by him 
n his sleep, and exhorted him not to despair 
of his future favours. - He said farUier, that 

^ Josephus fs clear tiiat these tnidwives were Egyp* 
Hans, and not Israelites, as in our other copies: which 
T very probable, it being not easily to be supposed tlial 
_ haraon could trust the Israelite ’midwives to execute 
to barbarous a command against their own nation. Con 
suit, thc’'‘efore, and correct hence, our ordinary copies, 
Exod. i. 15, 2S. And, indeed, Josephus seems to nave 
had much completer copies of the Pentateuch, or other 
luthentic records now lost, about the birth and actions 
if Moses, than either our Hebrew, iiamaritan, or Greek 
Sibles affbrd us, which enabled him to be so large and 
particular about him. 

|{ Of this grandfather of Sesostris, Ramestes the Great, 
who slew the Israelite infants, and of the Insciii^on m 
his obel^, containing, in nw opinion, one of the old* 
est records of mankind, see Essay on the Old Tett. A|>- 
p. 139, 14.5, 147, 217-3^ 
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he did not forget their piety towards him, and i 
would always reward them for it, as he had ^ 
formerly granted his favour to their forefathers, 
and made them increase from a few, to so 
great a multitude. He put liim in mind, that 
when Abraham was come alone out of Meso- 
potamia into Canaan, he had been made hap- 
py, not only in other respects, but that when 
his wife was at first barren, she was afterwards 
by him enabled to conceive seed, and bear 
him sons. That he left to Ismael and to his 
posterity the country of Arabia; as also to his; 
sons by Ketura, Troglodytis: and to Isaac, 
Canaan. That by my assistance, said he, he 
did great exploits in war, which, unless you 
be yourselves impious, you must still remem-: 
her. As for Jacob, he became well known to, 
strangers also, by the greatness of that pros- 
perity in which he live(l, and left to his sons, 
who came into Egypt with no more than seven- 
ty souls, while you are now become above six 
hundred thousand. Know, therefore, that 1 
shall provide for you all in common what is 
for your good, and particularly for thyself 
what shall make thee famous ; for that child, 
out of dread of whose nativity the Egyptians 
have doomed the Israelite children to destruc- 
tion, shall be this child of thine, and shall be 
concealed from those who watch to destroy 
him : and when he is brought up in a surpris- 
ing way, he shall deliver the Hebrew nation 
from the distress they arc under from the E- 
gyptians. His memory shall be famous while 
the world lasts ; and this not only among the 
Hebrews, but foreigners also -all which shall 
be the efiect of my favour to thcc, and to thy 
posterity. He shall also have such a brother, 
Uiat he shall himself obtain my priesthood, 
and his posterity shall have it after him to 
the end of the world. 

4. When the vision had informed him of 
these things, Amram awaked and told it to 
Jochebed, w'ho was his wife. And now the 
fear increased upon them on account of the 
prediction in Amram’s dream; for they were 
under concern, not only for the child, but on 
account of the great happiness that was to come 
to him also. However, the mother’s labour 
was such as afforded a confirmation to what 
was foretold by God ; for it was not known 
to those that watched her, by the easiness of 
her pains, and because the throes of her deli- 
very did not fall upon her with violence. And 
now they nourished the child at home private- 
ly for three months; but after that time Am- 
ram, fearing he should be discovered, and by 
falling under the king's displeasure, both he 
and his child should perish, and lie should 
make the promise of God of none eilcct, he 
determined rather to intrust the safety and care 
of the child to God, than to depend on his 
own concealment of him, which he looked up- 
on as a thin|f wniv tain, and whereby both 
the child> \o 1>g nourished, and 

liiiuselll^ siidtini^ iu imminent danger ; but 


he believed that God would some way for 
certain procure the safety of the child, in or- 
der to secure the truth of his own predictions. 
When they had thus determined, they made 
an ark of bulrushes, after the manner of ti 
cradle, and of a bigness sufficient for an in- 
fant to be laid in, without being too straitened : 
they then daubed it over witli slime, which 
would naturally keep out the water from en- 
tering between the bulrushes, and put the in- 
fant into it, and setting it afloat upon the ri. 
ver, fJiey left its preservation lo God ; so the 
river received tlie child, and carried him along. 
But Miriam, tiic child's sister, passed along 
upon the bank over against him, as her mother 
had bid her, to see whither the ark would be 
carried ; where God demonstrated that hu- 
man wisdom was nothing, but that the Su- 
preme Being is able to do whatsoever he pleas- 
es: that those who, in order to their own se- 
curity, condemn others to destruction, and 
use great endeavours about it, fail of their 
purpose; but that others are in a surprising 
manner preserved, and obtain a prosperous 
condition almost from the very midst of their 
calamities; those, 1 mean, whose dangers a- 
rise by the app4l|itmcnt of God. And, in- 
deed, such a providence was exercised in the 
case of this child, as showed the power of 
God. 

5. Thermuthis was the king’s daughter. 
She was now diverting herself by the banks of 
the river ; and seeing a cradle borne along by 
the current, she sent some that could swim, 
and bid them bring the cradle to her. When 
those that were sent on this errand, came to 
her with the cradle, and she saw the little child, 
she was greatly in love with it, on account of 
its largeness and beauty ; for God had taken 
such great care in the formation of Moses, 
that he caused him to be thought worthy of 
bringing up, and providing for, by all those 
that had taken the most fatal resolutions, on 
account of the dread of his nativity, for the 
destruction of the rest of the Hebrew nation. 
Thermuthis bid them bring her a woman that 
might afford her breast to the child ; yet would 
not the child admit of her breast, but turned 
aw'ay from it, and did the like to many other 
women. Now Miriam was by when this hap. 
pened, not to appear to be there on purpose, 
but only as staying to see the child ; and she 
said, ** It is in vain that thou, O queen, call- 
est for these women for the nourishing of the 
child, who are no way of kin to it; but still, 
if thou wilt order one of the Hebrew women 
to be brought, perhaps it may admit the breast 
of one of its own nation.” Now since she 
seemed to speak well, Thermuthis bid her pro- 
cure sucli a one, and to bring one of those 
Hebrew women that gave suck. So when she 
had such authority given her, she came back 
and brought the mother, who was known to 
nobody there. And now' the child gladly ad- 
mitted the breast, and seemed to stick close to 



CHAP. X. 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


it ; and so it was, that, at the queen's desire, 
the nursing of the child was entirely intrusted 
to the mother. 

6. Hereupon it was tliat Thermuthis im- 
posed this name Mouses ui)on him, from wliat 
had happened when he was put into the river ; 
for the Egyi|jjans call water by the name 
of Moi and sudi as are saved out of it, by the 
name of Uses; so by putting these two words 
together, they imposed this name upon him; 
and he was, by the confession of all, according 
to God’s prediction, as well for his greatness 
of mind as for his contempt of difficulties, the 
best of all the Hebrews ; for Abraham was his 
ancestor, of the seventh generation. For Mo- 
ses was the son of Amram, who was the son 
of Caath, whose father, Levi, was the son of 
Jacob, who w'as the son of Isaac, who was the 
son of Abraham. Now Moses’s understand- 
ing became superior to his age, nay, far be- 
yond that standard ; and when he was taught, 
he discovered greater quickness of apprehension 
than was usual at his age ; and his actions at 
that time promised greater, when he should 
come to the age of a man. God did also give 
him that tallness, when he was but three years 
old, as was M'onderful ; and ast:^or his beauty, 
there was nobody so unpoHte as, when they 
saw Closes, they were not greatly surprised at 
the beauty of his countenance ; nay, it hap- 
pened frequently, that those that met him a 
he w'as carried along the road, were obliged 
to turn again upon seeing the child ; that they 
left M'hat they were about, and stood still a 
great while to look on him ; for the beauty of 
the child was so remarkable and natural to him 
on many accounts, that it detained the spec- 
tators, and made them stay longer to look up- 
on him. 

7. Thermuthis, therefore, perceiving him 
to be so remarkable a chi hi, adopted him for 
her son, having no child of her own. And 
when one time she had carried Moses to her 
father, she showed him to him, and said she 
thought to ’.lake him her father’s successor, 
if it should please God she should have no 
legitimate child of her own ; and said to him, 
“ I have brought up a child who is of a di- 
vine form,* and of a generous mind ; and as 
I have received him from tlie bounty of the 
river, in wonderful manner, I thought pro- 
per to adopt him for my son, and the heir of 
thy kingdom.” And when she had said this, 
she put the infant into her father’s hands ; so 
he took him, and hugged him dose to his 
breast ; and on his daughter's account, in a 
pleasant way, put his diadem upon his head ; 
but Moses threw it down to the ground, and, 
in a puerile mood, he wreathed it round, and 
trod upon it with his feet ; which seemed to 
bring along with it an evil presage concern- 

• What Josephus here says of the beauty of Moses, 
that he was of a luviiu- ibrni, is very like what St. 
Stephen .ays of the same beauty ; that T'oses was beau 
Ufui in the sight ik God, Acts vli. ^0* 


ng the kingdom of Egypt. But when the 
sacred scribe saw this (he was the same per- 
son who foretold that his nativity would bring 
the dominion of that kingdom low), he made 
a violent attempt to kill him; and crying out 
in a frightful manner, he said, “ This, O 
king ! this child is he of whom God foretold, 
that if we kill him we shall be in no danger ; 
he himself affords an attestation to the predic- 
tion of the same thing, by his trampling upon 
thy government, and treading upon thy dia- 
dem. Take him, therefore, out of the way, 
and deliver the Egyptians from the fear they 
are in about him ; and deprive the Hebrews 
of the hope they have of being encouraged 
by him.'* But Thermuthis prevented him, 
and snatched the child away. And the king 
was not hasty to slay him, God himself, 
whose providence protected Moses, inclining 
the king to spare him. He was, therefore, 
educated with great care. So the Hebrews 
depended on him, and were of good hopes 
that great things would be done by him ; but 
the Egyptians were suspicious of what would 
follow such his education. Yet because, if 
Moses had been slain, there was no one, either 
akin or adopted, that had any oracle on his 
side for pretending to tlie crown of Egypt, 
and likely to be of greater advantage to them, 
th<y abstained from killing him. 


CHAPTER X. 

HOW MOSES MADE WAR WITH THE ETHIOPIANS 

§ 1. Moses, therefore, when he was born, 
and brought up in the foregoing manner, and 
came to the ago of maturity, made his virtue 
I manifest to the Egyptians ; and showed that 
[ he was born for the bringing them down, and 
raising the Israelites; and the occasion he 
laid hold of was this : — The Ethiopians, who 
are next neighbours to the Egyptians, made 
an inroad into their country, wliich they seized 
upon, and carried off the effects of the Egyp- 
tians, who, in their rage, fought against them, 
and revenged the afl'ronts they had received 
from them; but, being overcome in battle, 
some of them were slain, and the rest ran 
away in a shameful manner, and by that 
means saved themselves; whereupon the. 
Ethiopians followed after them in the pur- 
suit, and thinking that it would be a mark of 
cowardice if they did not subdue all Egypt, 
they went on to subdue the rest with greater 
vehemence ; and when they had tasted the 
sweets of the country, they never left off the 
prosecution of the war; and as the nearest 
parts had not courage enough at Hrst to fight 
with them, they proceeded as far as Memphis, 
and the sea itself ; while not one of the cities 
was able to oppose them. The Egyptians^ 
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under this sad oppression, betook themselves 
to their oracles and prophecies; and when 
God had given them this counsel, to make 
use of Moses the Hebrew, and take his assist, 
ance, the king commanded his daughter to 
produce him, that he might be the general* 
of their army. Upon which, when she had 
made him swear he would do him no harm, 
she delivered him to the king, and supposed 
his assistance would be of great advantage to 
them. Slie withal reproached the priest, who, 
when they had before admonished the Egy]»- 
tians to kill him, was not ashamed now to own 
their want of his help. 

2. So Moses, at the persuasion both of 
Thermutliis and the king himself, cheerfully 
undertook the business : and the sacred scribes 
of both nations were glad ; those of the Egyp- 
tians, that they should at once overcome their 
enemies by his valour, and that by the same 
piece of management Moses would be slain ; 
but those of the Hebrews, that they should 
escape from the Egyptians, because Moses 
was to be their general ; but Moses prevented 
the enemies, and took and led his army before 
those enemies were apprized of his attacking 
them ; for he did not march by the river, but 
by land, where he gave a wonderful demon- 
stration of his sagacity ; for when (he ground 
was didicult to be passed over, because of the 
multitude of serpents (which it produces in 
vast numbers, and indeed is singular in some 
of those productions, which other countries 
do not breed, and yet such as are worse than 
others in power and mischief, and an unusual 
fierceness of sight, some of which ascend out 
of the ground unseen, and also fly in the air, 
and so come upon men at unawares, and do 
them a mischief), Moses invented a wonder- 
ful stratagem to preserve the army safe, and 
without hurt ; for he made baskets, like unto 
arks, of sedge, and filled them with ibcs,f 
and carried them along with them ; wdiich 
animal is the greatest enemy to serpents ima- 
ginable, for they ily from them when they 
come near them ; and as they fly they are 
caught and devoured by them, as if it were 
done by the harts ; but the ibes are tame 
creatures, and only enemies to the serpentine 
kind : but about these ibes 1 say no more at 
present, since the Greeks themselves are not 

* This histoty of Moses, as jfjeneral of the Egyptians 
against the Ethiopians, is wholly omitted in our Bibles; 
but is thus cited by Irena^us, from Josephus, and that 
soon after his own age:— “ Josephus says, that when 
Moses was nourished in the king’s palace, fie was ap- 
pointed general of the army against the Ethiopians, and 
conquered them, when he married that king's daugh- 
ter; because, out of her affection for him, she delivered 
the city up to him.” 8ee' the Fragments of Ircnaeus, 
ap. edit. Grab. p. 472. Nor perhaps did St. .Stephen 
refer to any tiling else when he said of Moses, before he 
was sent by God to the Israelites; that lie was not only 
learned in all the wisdom of tue Egyptians, but was 
also mighty in words .‘tnd in deeds, Ai-ts vii. 

of !;]ese birds cal]t.‘d Ibes; and says. 

The I#ypfH|ui i'i* ' Kcd them against the serpents.” 
Hist Nat TmH; x- chap. Sib. Strabo speaks of this 
Maroc, and tliese rivers Astapus and Astaboras, 
booksi^i p. 77I» 78t^ » hook xvii. p. 811. 


OF THE JEWS. BOOK If. 

unacquainted with this soKt of bird. As soon, 
therefore, as Moses was come to the land 
which was the breeder of these serpents, he 
let loose the ilies, and by their means repel- 
led the serpentine kind, and used them for his 
assistants before the army came upon that 
ground. When he had thcre^rc proceeded 
thus on his journey, he came upon the Etliio- 
jiians before they expected him ; and, joining 
battle with them, he beat them, and deprived 
them of the hopes they had of success against 
the Egyptians, and went on in overthrowing 
their cities, and indeed made a great slaugh- 
ter of these Ethiopians. Now when the 
Egyptian army had once tasted of this pros- 
perous success, by the means of Mo.scs, they 
did not slacken their diligence, insomuch that 
the Ethiopians were in danger ol* being re- 
duced to slavery, and all sorts of destruction ; 
and at length they retired to Saha, which was 
a royal city of Ethiopia, which Camhyses 
afterwards named Meroe, after the name cf 
bis own sister. The place was to be besieged 
with very great difficulty, since it was both 
encompassed by the Nile quite round, and 
the other rivers, Astapus and Astaboras, made 
it a very diflictilt thing for sucli as attempted 
to pass over them j for the city u as situate 
in a retired place, and was inhabited after the 
manner of an island, being encompassed with 
a strong wall, and having the rivers to guard 
them from their enemies, and having great 
ramparts between the wall and the rivers, in 
sonitich, that when the waters come with the 
greatest violence it can never be drowned ; 
which ramparts make it next to impossihli! 
for even such as are gotten over the rivers to 
take the city. However, while IVIoses was 
uneasy at the army’s lying idle (for the ene- 
mies durst not come to a battle), this acci- 
dent hap])ened 'I'liarbis was the daughter 
of the king of the Ethiopians ; she happened 
to see Moses as he led the army near the 
walls, and fought with jjreat courage; and 
admiring the subtility of his undertakings, 
and believing him to be the author of the 
Egyptians’ success, when they had before de- 
spaired of recovering their liberty, and to he 
the occasion of the great danger the Ethio 
piaiis were in, when they had before boasted 
of their great achievements, she fell deeply 
in love with him ; and upon the prevalency 
of that passion, sent to him the most faithful 
of all her servants to discourse with him about 
their marriage. He thereupon accepted the 
offer, on condition she would procure the de- 
livering lip of the city ; and gave her the assur- 
ance of an oath to take her to his wife ; and 
that when he had once taken possession of 
the city, he would not break his oath to her. 
No sooner was the agreement made, but it took 
effect immediately ; and when Moses had cut 
off the Ethiopians, he gave thanks to Ood, 
and consummated liis marriage, and led tlic 
back to their own land. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

HCW MOSES FLEJ) OUT OF EGYl»T INTO MIDTAN. 

§ 1. Now the Egyptians, after they had been 
preserved by Moses, entertained a hatred to 
ijiin, and were very eager in compassing their 
designs against him, as suspecting that he 
would take occasion, frotn his good success, 
to raise a sedition, and bring innovations into 
Egypt; and told the king he ought to be 
slain. The king had also some intentions of 
himself to the same purpose, and this as well 
out of envy at his glorious expedition at the 
head of his army, as out of fear of being 
brought low by him ; and being instigated by 
the sacred scribes, he was ready to undertake 
to kill Moses ; but when he had learned be- 
forehand wliat plots there were against him, 
he went away privately ; and because the 
public roads were watched, he took his flight 
through the deserts, and where his enemies 
could not suspect he would travel ; and, 
though he was destitute of food, he went on, 
and despised that difficulty courageously ; 
and when he came to the city Midian, which 
lay upon the Red Sea, and was so denomi- 
nated from one of Abraham’s sons by ICetu- 
rah, he sat upon a certain well, and rested 
himself there after his laborious journey, and 
the affliction he had been in. It was not far 
from the city, and the time of the day was 
noon, where he had an occasion offered him 
by the custom of the country of doing what 
recommended his virtue, and afforded him an 
opportunity of bettering his circumstances. 

2. For that country having but little water, 
the shepherds used to seize on the wells be- 
fore others came, lest their flocks should want 
water, and lest it should be spent by others be- 
fore they came. There were now come, there- 
fore, to th's well seven sisters that were vir- 
gins, the daughters of Raguel, a priest, and one 
thought worthy by the people of the country of 
great honour. These virgins, who took care of 
their father’s flocks, which sort of work it was 
customary and very familiar for women to do 
in the C'juntry of the Troglodytes, they came 
first of all, and drew water out of the well in 
a quantity sufficient for their flocks, into 
troughs, which were made for the reception 
of that wate? ; but when the shepherds came 
upon the maidens, and drove them away, that 
they might have the command of the water 
themselves, Moses, thinking it would be a 
terrible reproach upon him if he overlooked 
the young women under unjust oppression, 
and should suffer the violence of the men to 
prevail over the right of the maidens, he drove 
away the men, who had a mind to more tlian 
their share, aiid afforded a proper assistance 
to the women ; who, when they had received 
Mich a lieneflt from him, came to their father. 


and told him how they had been affronted by 
the shepherds, and assisted by a stranger, and 
entreated that he would not let this generous 
action be done in vain, nor go without a re- 
ward. Now the father took it well from his 
daughters that they were so desirous to re- 
ward their benefactor ; and bid them bring 
Moses into his presence, that he might be 
rewarded as he deserved ; and when Moses 
came, he told him what testimony his daugh- 
ters bare to him, tliat he had assisted them ; 
and that, as he admired him for his virtue, lie 
said that Moses had bestowed such his assist- 
ance on persons not insensible of benefits, 
but where they were both able and willing to 
return the kindness, and even to exceed the 
measure of his generosity. So he made him 
his son, and gave him one of his daughters in 
marriage ; and appointed him to be the guard- 
ian and superinteiidant over his cattle ; for of 
old, all the wealth of the barbarians was in 
those cattle. 


CHAPTER XII. 

OONCEIINING THE BURNING BUSH, AND THE 
HOD OF MOSES. 

§ 1. Now Moses, when he had obtained the 
favour of Jethro, for that was one of the 
names of Raguel, staid there and fed his 
flock; but some time afterward, taking his 
station at the mountain called Sinai, he drove 
his flpeks thither to feed them. Now this is 
the highest of all the mountains thereabout, 
and the best for pasturage, the herbage being 
there good ; and it had not been before fed 
upon, because of the opinion men had that 
God dwelt there, the shepherds not daring to 
ascend up to it ; and here it was that a won- 
derful prodigy happened to Moses ; for a* fire 
fed upon a thorn-bush, yet did the green 
leaves and the flowers continue untouched, 
and the fire did not at all consume the fruit- 
branches, although the flame was great and 
fierce. MoscS was aftrighted at this strange 
sight, as it was to him ; but he was still more 
astonished when the fire uttered a voice, and 
called to him by name, and spake words to 
him, by which it signified how bold he had 
been in venturing to come into a place whither 
no man bad ever come before, because the 
place was divine ; and advised him to remove 
a great way off from the flame, and to be con. 
tented with what he had seen ; and though 
he were himself a good man, and the ofiT- 
spring of great men, yet that he should not 
pry any farther : and he foretold to him, thAt 
he should hay^ glory and honour among men, 
by the blessing of God upon him. He also 
commanded him to go away thence with con- 
fidence to Egypt, in order to his being the 
commander and conductor of the body of the 
Hebrews* and to his delivering his own peo- 
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pie from the injuries they suffered there : of his own name ; and, since he had heard 
“ For,’* said God, “ they shall inhabit this and seen him, that he would also tell him his 
happy land which your forefather Abraham name, that when he offered sacrifice he might 
inhabited, and shall have the enjoyment of all invoke him by such his name in his oblations, 
sorts of good things ; and thou, by thy pru- Whereupon God declared to him his holy 
dence, shalt guide them to those good things.** name, which had never been discovered to 
But still he enjoined him, when he bad brought men before; concerning wiiicli it is not law. 
the Hebrews out of the land of Egypt, to come ful for me to say any more.* Now these 
to that place, and to offer sacrifices of thanks- signs accompanied Moses, not then only, but 
giving there. Such were the divine oracles always when he prayed for them ; of all 
which were delivered out of the fire. which signs he attributed the firmest assent to 

2, But IMoses was astonished at what he the fire in the bush ; and believing that God 
saw, and much more at what he heard ; and ; would be a gracious supporter to him, he 
be said, “ I think it would bo an instance of: hoped he should be able to deliver his own na- 


too great madness, O I^ord, for one of that 
regard I bear to thee, to distrust thy power, 
since I myself adore it, and know that it has 
been made manifest to rny progenitors ; but 
I am still in doubt how I, who am a private 
man, and one of no abilities, should cither 
persuade my owm countrymen to leave the 
country they now inhabit, and to follow me 
to a land whither I lead them ; or, if they 
should be persuaded, how can I force Pha- 
raoh to permit them to depart, since they 
augment their own w'ealth and prosperity by 
the labours and w’orks llicy put upon them ?** 

3. But God persuaded him to be cou- 
rageous on all occasions, and promised to be 
with him, and to assist him in his w’ords, 
when he was to persuade men ; and in his j 
deeds, when he uas to perform wonders. lie 
bid liim also to take a signal of the truth of j 
what he said, by throwing his rod upon the 
ground ; w-hich when he had done, it crept 
along, and was become a serpent, and rolled 
itself round in its folds, and erected its head, 
as ready to revenge itself on such as should 
assault it ; after wliicli it became a rod again 
as before. After this God bid Moses to put 
his right hand into his bosom : he obeyed, 
and when he took it out it was w'hitc, and in 
colour like to chalk, but afterward it returned 
to its wonted colour again. He also, upon 
God’s command, took some of the water tliat 
was near him, and poured it upon the ground, 
and saw the colour w^as that of blood. Upon 
the wonder that Moses showed at these signs, 
God exhorted him to be of good courage, 
and to be assured that he would be the great- 
est support to him ; and bid him make use of^ 
those signs, in order to obtain belief among 
all men, that ** thou art sent by me, and 
dost all tilings according to my commands. 
Accordingly I enjoin thee to make no more 
delays, hut to make haste to Egypt, and to 
travel night and day, and not to draw out the 
time, and so make the slavery of tlie Hebrews 
and their sufl’erings to last the longer.” 

4, Moses having now seen and beard these 
wonders that assured him of the truth of these 
promises of God; h .d no room left himtodis- 
believe theto : he ^ .iueated him to grant him 
that po^er 'dNben he should be in Egypt ; and 
besot^t him to vouchsafe him the knowledge 


■ lion, and bring calamities on the Egyptians, 


CHAPTER XIIT. 

HOW MOSKS AND AARON RI'Tl'RNED INTO 

i:gypt to pharaoh. 

§ 1, So Moses, when he understood that the 
Pharaoh, in whose reign he fled away, was 
dead, asked leave of Ragiiel to go to Egypt, 
for the benefit of his own people ; and he 
took with him Zipporah, the daughter of Ra- 
gucl, whom he had married, and the children 
he had by her, Gersom and Eleazer, and 
made haste into Egypt. Now the former of 
i those names, Gersom, in the Hebrew tongue, 
signifies t/iat he was in a slranj^e land ; ana 
Eleazer, ihatf ht/ the assistance of the God oj 
his falherSy he had escaptd from the Efrt/ptians. 
Now when they were near the borders, Aaron 
his brother, by the command of God, met 
him, to whom he declared what had befallen 
him at the mountain, and the commands that 
God had given him. But as they were go- 
ing. forward, the chief men among the He- 
brew's, having learned that they were coming, 
met them ; to whom Moses declared tlie signs 
he had seen ; and while they could not be- 
lieve them, he made them see them. So they 
took courage at these surprising and unc.\- 
pccted bights, and hoped well of their entire 
deliverance, as believing now that God took 
care of their preservation. 

2. Since then Mo.ses found that the He- 
brews would be obedient to whatsoever he 
should direct, as they promised to be, and 
were in love w'ith liberty, he came to the king, 
who had indeed but lately received the govern- 

• This superstitious fear of discovering the name with 
four letters, wliich of late we have been used falsely to 
pronoutK'C Jehovah, but seem.s to have iK^eii originally 
pronouiiceti Jahoh, or Jao, ia never, J think, heard of 
till this piLssage of Josephus; and this suiierstitioii, in 
not pronoum-ing that name, has continued among the 
Rabmical Jews to this day (though whether the Sama- 
riums and ('araites observed k so early, docs not appear). 
JoHcpims also durst not set down the very words of the 
ten commaudinents, as wc shall see hereafter, Antiq. 
t^k ill. eh. V. sec't. 4; which superstitious silence, 1 
think, has yet not been continued even by the Rabbins. 
H is however no doubt but both these cautious conceal- 
ments were taught Josephus by ths Pharisees t a body 
of me I at once very wicked and very superstitious. 
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ment, and told him how much he had done 
for the good of the Egyptians, when they 
were despised by the Ethiopians, and their 
country laid waste by them ; and how he had 
been the commander of their forces, and had 
laboured for them, as if they had been his 
own people; and he informed him in what, 
danger he had been during that expedition, | 
without having any proper returns made him j 
as he had deserved. He also informed him 
distinctly what things happened to him at 
mount Sinai ; and what God said to him ; 
and the signs that were done by God, in order 
to assure him of the authority of tliose com- 
mands which he had given him, lie also ex- 
horted him not to disbelieve what he told him, 
nor to oppose the will of God. 

3. But when the king derided Moses, lie 
made him in earnest see the signs that were 
done at mount Sinai. Yet was the king very 
angry with him, and called him an ill man, 
who had formerly run away from his Egyp- 
tian slavery, and came now hack with deceit, 
ful tricks, and wonders and magical arts, to 
astonish him. And when he had said this, 
^e commanded the priests to let him see the 
same wonderful sights ; as know'ing that the 
Egyptians were skilful in this kind of learn- 
ing, and that he was not the only person who 
know them, and pretended them to be divine; 
as also he told him, thdt.when he brought 
such wonderful sights before him, he would 
only be believed by the unlearned. Now 
when the priests threw down their rods, they 
became serpents. But Moses was not daunt- 
ed at it ; and said, ** O king, I do not myself 
despise the wisdom of the Egyptians, but 1 
say that what 1 do is so mucli superior to 
vhat these do by magic arts and tricks, as 
divine pov'er exceeds the power of man : but 
I will demonstrate that what 1 do is not dune 
by craft, or counterfeiting what is not really 
true, but that they appear -by the providence 
and power of God.” And when he had said 
this, he cu his rod down upon the ground, 
and co?mnandt’d. it to turn itself into a ser- 
pent. It obeyed him, and went all round, and 
devouicd the rods of the Egyptians, which 
seemed to be dragons, until it had consum- 
ed tln‘m all. It then returned to its own form, 
and Moses took it into his hand again. 

4. However, the king was no more moved 
when this was done than before ; and being 
very angry, l\p said that he should gain no- ; 
th i ng by this his cu nn i ng and shrewdness against 
the Egyptians; — and he commanded him 
that was the chief task-master over the He- 
brews, to give them no relaxation from their 
aboiirs, but to compel them to submit to 
greater oppressions than before ; and though 
he allowed them chaff before for making 
tbeirbricks, he would allow it them no long- 
er ; but he made them to work hard at brick- 
making in the day-tune, and to gather chaff 
in the night. Now when their labour was 


thus doubled upon them, they laid the blame 
upon Moses, because their labour and their 
misery were on his account become more se- 
vere to them ; but Muses did not let his cour- 
age sink for the king*s threatenings ; nor did 
he abate of his zeal on account of the He- 
brews* complaints ; but he supported himself, 
and set his soul resolutely against them both, 
and used his own utmost diligence to procure 
liberty to his countrymen. So he went to 
the king, and persuaded him to let the He- 
brews go to mount Sinai, and there to sacri- 
(ice to God, because God had enjoined them 
so to do. He persuaded him also not to 
counterwork the designs of God, but to esteem 
his favour above all things, and to permit 
them to depart, lest, before he be aware, he 
lay an obstruction in the way of the divine 
commands, and so occasion his own suffering 
such punishments as it was probable any one 
that counterworked the divine commands 
should undergo, since the severest afflictions 
arise from every object to those that provoke 
the divine wrath against them ; for such as 
these have neither the earth nor the air for 
their friends ; nor are the fruits of the womb 
according to nature, but every thing is un- 
friendly and adverse towards them. He said 
farther, that the Egyptians should know this 
by sad experience ; and that besides, the He- 
brew people should go out of their country 
without their consent. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

CONCERNING THE TEN PLAGUES WHICH CAME 
UPON THE EGYPTIANS. 

§ 1. But when the king despised the words 
of Moses, and had no regard at all to them, 
grievous plagues seized the Egyptians ; every 
one of which I wMl describe, both because no 
such plagues did ever happen to any other 
nation as the Egyptians now felt,— and be- 
cause I would demonstrate that M oses did nut 
fail in any one thing that he foretold them ; and 
because it is for the good of mankind, that they 
may learn this caution : — Not to do any thing 
that may displease God, lest he be provoked 
to wrath, and avenge their iniquities upon 
tlieni. For the Egyptian river ran with bloody 
water at the command of God, insomuch that 
X could not be drunk, and they had no other 
spring of water neither ; for the water vifas 
not only of the colour of blood, but it brought 
upon those that ventured to drink of it, great 
pains and bitter torment. Sucli was the river 
to the Egyptians ; but it was sweet and fit for 
drinking to the Hebrews, and no way different 
fromwhatit naturally used to be. As the king 
therefore knew not what to do in these sur- 
prising circumstances, and was in fear for the 
Egyptians, he gave the Hebrews leave to go 
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away ; but whoii the plague ceased, he changed 
his mind again, and would nut suffer them to go. 

2. But when God saw that he was un« 
grateful, and upon the ceasing of this calam- 
ity would not grow wiser, he sent anotlier 
plague upon the Egyptians : — An innumer- ; 
able multitude of frogs consumed the fruit of | 
the ground ; the river was also full of thena, 
insomuch that those who drew water had it 
spoiled by the blood of these animals, as they 
died in, and were destroyed by, the water ; 
and the country was full of filthy slime, as 
they were born and as they died ; they also . 
spoiled their vessels in their houses, which' 
they used, and were found among what they 
eat and what they drank, and came in great 
numbers upon their beds. There was also an 
ungrateful smell, and a stink arose from them, 
as they were born, and as they died therein. 
Now, when the Egyptians were under the 
oppression of these miseries, the king ordered 
Moses to take the Hebrews with him, and be 
gone. Upon which the whole multitude of 
tlie frogs vanished away ; and both the land 
and the river returned to their former natures. 
But as soon as Pharaoh saw the land freed 
from this plague, he forgot the cause of it, 
and retained the Hebrews; and, as though 
be had a mind to try the nature of more such 
judgments, he would not yet suffer Moses 
and his people to depart, having granted that 
liberty rather out of fear than out of any good 
consideration.* 

3. Accordingly God punished his falseness 
with another plague, added to the former ; 
for there arose out of the bodies of the Egyp- 
tians an inuumerablequantity of lice, by which, 
wicked as they were, they miserably perished, 
as not able to destroy this sort of vermin 
either with washes or with ointments. At 
which terrible judgment the king of Egypt 
was in disorder, upon the fear into which he 
reasoned himself, lest his people should be 
destroyed, and that the manner of this death 
was also reproachful, so that lie was forced 
in part to recover himself from his wicked 
temper toa sounder mind, for he gave leave for 
the Hebrews themselves to depart. But when 
the plague thereupon ceased, he thought it 
proper to require that they should leave their 
children and wives behind them, as pledges 
of their return ; whereby he provoked God 
to be more vehemently angry at him, as if he 
thought to impose on his providence, and as if it 
were only Moses, and not God, who punished 
th| Egyptians for the sake of the Hebrews : 
far he filled that country full of various sorts 
of pestilential creatures, with their various 
properties, such indeed, as had never come 
into the sight of men before, by whose means 
the men perished tiiemselves, and the land 

* Of thiajudl<-:ivl V tidening the hearts, and blinding 
the cyea or wicked ii..;.., or infatuating thorn, as a ivm 
punishment for their other wilful sins, to their own de- 
•:;ruct|on» kce the note on Antiq. b. vii, ch. sect 6 


was destitute of husbandmen for its culti- 
vation ; but if any thing escaped destruction 
from tliem, it was killed by a distemper which 
the men underwent abo. 

4. But when Pharaoh did not even then 
yield to the will of God, but, while he gave 
leave to the husbands to take their wives with 
them, yet insisted that the children should be 
left behind, God presently resolved to punish 
his wickedness with several sorts of calamities, 
and those worse than the foregoing, which yet 
had so generally afilicted them ; for their bo- 
dies had terrible boils, breaking forth with 
blains, while they were already inwardly con- 
sumed ; and a great part of the Egyptians per- 
ished in this manner. But when the king 
was not brought to reason by this plague, hail 
was sent down from heaven ; and such hail it 
was, as the climate of Egypt had never suffer- 
ed before, nor was it like to that which falls 
in other climates in winter time,* but was larg- 
er than that which falls in the middle of spring 
to those that dwell in the northern and north- 
western regions. This hail broke down their 
boughs lad^n with fruit. After, this a tribe 
of locusts consumed the seed which was not 
hurt by the hail ; so that to the Egyptians all 
hb^es oC.tbe4uture fruits of the ground were 
entirely lost. ^ 

5. One would think the* foremenlioned ca- 
lamities might hav^been suilieient for one that 
was only foolish, without wickedness, to make 
him w'ise, and to make him sensible what was 
for his advantage. But Pharaoh, led not so 
much by his folly as by his wickedness, even 
when he saw the cause of his miseries, he still 
contested with God, and wilfully deserted the 
cause of virtue ; so he bid Moses take the He- 
brews away, with their wives and children, but 
to leave their cattle behind, since their own 
cattle were destroyed. But when Moses said 
that what he desired was unjust, since they 
w'cre obliged to oiler sacrifices to God of those 
cattle ; and the lime being prolonged on this 
account, a thick darkness, without the least 
light, spread itself over the Egyptians, where- 
by tlieir sight being obstructed, and their 
breathing hindered by the thickness of the air, 
they died miserably, and under a terror les* 
they should be swallowed up by the dark cloud. 
Besides this, when the darkness, after three days 
and as many nights, was dissipated, and when 
Pharaoh did not still repent and let the Hebrews 
go, Moses came to him and said^ How long 
wilt thou be disobedient to the^command of 
God ? for he enjoins thee to let the Hebrews 
go ; nor is there any other way of being freed 
from the calamities you are under, unless you 
do so,** But the king was angry at wbat he 
said, and threatened to cut of!' his head if he 
came any more to trouble him about these mat- 
ters. Hereupon Moses said he would not 

* As to tills winter or spring hail near Egypt and Ju- 
dea, see the like on thunder and liglitning there, in 

the note on Antiq. b. vl, ch. v, sect, ^ 
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speak to him any more about them, for that 
lie himself, together with the principal men 
among the Egyptians, should desire the He- 
brews to go away. So when Moses had said 
this, he went his way. 

6'. But when God had signified, that with one 
more plague he would compel the Egyptians to 
let the Hebrews go, he commanded Moses to 
tell the people that they should have a sacrifice 
ready, and that they should prepare them- 
selves on the tenth day of the montli Xan- 
thicus, against the fourteenth (which month 
is called by the Egyptians Pharmuth, and 
Nisan by the Hebrews j but the Macedonians 
call it Xanthicus) and that he should carry 
away the Hebrews with all they had. Accord- 
ingly, he having got the Hebrews ready for 
their departure, and having sorted the people 
into tribes, he kept them together in one 
place : but when the fourteenth day was come, 
and all were ready to depart, they offered the 
sacrifice, and purified tlieir houses with the 
blood, using bunches of hyssop for that pur- 
pose ; and when they had supped, they burnt 
the remai Ildar of the flesh, as just ready to de- 
part. Whence it is tliat we do still oiler this 
sacrifice in like manner to this day, and call 
this festival Vaschaj whicli signifies the feast tf 
the passover f because on that day God passed 
ns over, and stMit tiic plague upon the Egyp- 
tians; for the destruction of the first-born 
came upon the Egyptians that night, so that 
many of the Egyptians who lived near the 
king’s palace, persuaded Pharaoh to let the 
Hebrews go. Accordingly he called for Lfo- 
ses, and bid them begone; as supposing, that 
if once the Hebrews were gone Out of the 
country, Egypt should be freed from its mise- 
ries. They also honoured the Hebrews with 
gifts;* some, in order to get them to depart 
quickly, .md others on account of their neigh- 
bourhood, and tlie friendship they had with 
them. 


CHAPTER XV. 

HOW THE HKBllEWS, tlNDEll rilK CONDUCT OF 
MOSES, LEFr EGYFT. 

§ 1. So the Hebrews went out of Egypt, 
while the Egyjptians wept, and repented that 
they had treated them so hardly. — Now they 

* I'hcse large presents made to the Israelites, of ves- 
sels of silver, and* vessels of gold, and raiment, were, as 
Josephus truly calls them, girts really given them; not 
lent them, as our Fhiglish falsely renders them. They 
were spoils required, not Ixjrrowed of them, Gen. xv, 
14, Exod. iii, 'i'i, xi, 2, Psiil. cv, 37, asthesamevension 
filsely renders the Hebrew word here used, Exod. xii, 
35, 36, God had orilercd the Jews to demand these us 
their pay and reward, during their long and bittor'slav- 
ery in Egypt, as Htonements for the lives rt’ the Egyp- 
tians, and as the condition of the Jews* departure, and 
of the Egyptians* deliverance from these terrible judg- 
ments, which had they not now oc«Md, they had soon 
been all dead men, as thev themselves confess, ch. xii, 
3^ Nor was then anv sense in bonrowing or lending, 
whm the Israelites were tinaUy departiiw out of the 
land for ever. » 
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took their journey by Letopolis, a place at that 
time deserted, but where Babylon was built 
afterwards, when Cambyses laid Egypt waste : 
but as they went away hastily, on the third 
day they came to a place called Baalzcphon, 
on the Red Sea ; and when they had no food 
out of the land, because it was a desert, they 
eat of loaves kneaded of dour, only warmed by 
a gentle heat ; and this food they made use of 
for thirty days ; for what they brought with 
them out of Egypt would not suffice them 
any longer time; and this only while they 
dispensed it to each person, to use so much 
only as would serve for necessity, but not foi 
satiety. Whence it is that, in memory of the 
want we were then in, we keep a feast for 
eight days, which is called the feast (f un- 
leavened bread. Now the entire multitude of 
those that went out, including the women and 
children, was not easy to be numbered ; but 
those that were of an age fit for war, were six 
hundred thousand. 

2. They left Egypt in the month Xanthi- 
cus, on the fifteenth day of the lunar month ; 
four hundred and thirty years after our fore- 
father Abraham came into Canaan, but two 
hundred and fifteen years only after Jacob re- 
moved into Egypt.f It was the eightieth 
year of the age of Moses, and of that of Aaron 
three more. They also carried out the bones 
of Joseph with them, as he had charged his 
sons to do. 

3. But the Egyptians soon repented that 
the Hebrews were gone ; and the king also 
was mightily concerned that this had been 
procured by tlic magic arts of Moses ; so 
they resolved to go after them. Accordingly 
they took their weapons, and other warlike 
furniture, and pursued after them, in order 
to bring them back, if once they ovortook 
them, because they would now have no pre- 
tence to pray to God against them, since they 
had already been permitted to go out ; and 
they thought they should easily overcome 
them, as they had no armour, and would be 
weary with their journey ; so tiiey made haste 
in their pursuit, and asked of every one they 
met wliich way they were gone. And indeed 
that land was difficult to be travelled over, 
not only by armies, but by single persons- 
Now Moses led the Hebrews tliis way, that 
in case the Egyptians should repent and be 
desirous t<\ pursue after them, they might 
undergo the punishment of their wickedness, 
and of the breach of those promises they had 
made to them. As also he led them this way 
on account of the Philistines, who had quar- 

t Why our Masorete copy so groundlessly abridges 
this account in Exod. xii, 40, as to ascribe 430 years to 
the sole peregrination of the Israelites in Egypt, when 
it is clear even by that Masorete chronology else* 
where, as well as- from the express tert itself. In the 
Samaritan, Septuagint, and Josephus, that they sojourn- 
ed in Egypt but half that time,— and that by conse- 
quence, the other Italf of their per^rination was In the 
land of Canaan, before they came into Egypt.— is hard 
to say. See Essay on the Old Testament. P* 
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relied with them, and hated them of old, that 
by all means they might not know of their 
departure, for their country is near to that of 
Egypt; and thence it was that Moses led 
them not along the road that tended to the 
land of the Philistines, but he was desirous 
that they should go tlirough the desert, that 
80 after a long journey, and after many 
afflictions, they might enter upon the land of 
Canaan. Another reason of this was, that 
God commanded liiin to bring tlie people to 
mount Sinai, that there they might offer him 
saciilices. Now when the Egyptians had 
overtaken the Hebrews, they prepared to 
fight them, and by their multitude they drove 
them into a narrow place ; for the number 
that pursued after them was six hundred cha- 
riots, with fifty thousand horsemen, and two 
hundred thousand footmen, all armed. They 
also seized on the passages by wli|^h they 
imagined tlie Hebrews might fly, shutting 
them up* between inaccessible precipices and 
the sea ; for there was [on each side] a [ridge 
of] mountains that terminated at the sci 
which were impassable by reason of their 
roughness, and obstructed tlteir flight ; where- 
fore they there pressed upon the Hebrews 
with their army, where [the ridges of] the 
mountains were closed with the sea ; which 
army they placed at the chops of the moun- 
tains, that so tiiey might deprive them of any 
passage into the plain. 

4. When the Hebrews, therefore, were 
neither able to bear uj), being thus, as it were, 
besieged, because they wanted provisions, nor 
saw any possible way of escaping ; and if 
they should have thought of fighting, they 
had no weapons ; they expected a universal 
destruction, unless they delivered themselves 
up to the Egyptians. So they laid the blame 
on Moses, and forgot all the agns that bad 
been wTOuglit by God for the recovery of 
their fieeduin ; and this so far, that their in- 

* Take the main part of Reland’s excellent note here, 
which greatly illustrates Josephus, and the Scripture, in 
this history, as follows: “[A t/aveller, says Kclaii ‘ 
whose name was] Encnian, when he returned out 
Egypt, told me that he went the same way from Egypt 
to mount Sinai, which he supposed the Israelites of oi<j 
travelled ; and that he found several inoinilainou: 
tracks, that ran down towards the lied Sea. He though 
the Israelites liad jiroceeded as far as the desert oi 
Ethain (Exod. xiii, 20), when they were commanded by 
God to return back (Exod. xiv, 2), and to pitch their 
camp between Migdol and the sea ; and that when they 
were not able to fly, unless by sea, they were shut in on 
each side by mountains, lie also thought we might 
ev idently learn hence, how it might be said that the Is* 
raclifcs were in Etham before they went over the sea, 
and yet might Iki said to have come into Etham afte: 
<hey ha<l passed o> er the sea also. Resides, he gave ni< 
an account how he passed over a river in a boU near tin 
city Suez, which he says must needs bo the Hcroojiolii 
of the ancients, since that city could not be situate any- 
where else in that neighbourhood." 

At- to the famous passage produced here by Dr. Ber- 
nard, out of Herodotus, as the most a.neient heathen 
testimony of the fsraeJilcs coming from the lied Sea 
Into Palestine, Bisliop Cumberland has sliown that ii 
belongs to the^l Qma-iJo or I'hcenician shepherds, 
and their iMi|P(g <dut of Canaan or Phoe- 

the days ot Mb***®* iianchoniatho, 


credulity prompted them to throw stones at 
the prophet, while he encouraged llicin and 
promised them deliverance ; and they resolved 
that they would deliver themselves up to the 
Egyptians. So there was sorrow and lamen- 
tation among the women and childi^n, who 
had nothing but destructiop before their eyes, 
while they were encompassed with mountains, 
the sea, and their enemies, and discerned no 
way of flying from them. 

5. But Moses, though the multitude looked 
fiercely at him, did not, however, give over 
the care of them, but despised all dangers, 
out of his trust in God, who, as be had 
afforded them the several steps already taken 
for the recovery of their liberty, which he had 
foretold them, would not now suffer them to 
be subdued by their enemit^. to be either 
made slaves or be slain by th^nyt^ and, stand- 
ing in the midst of them, he said, ** It is not 
just of us to distrust even men, when they 
have hitherto well managed our affairs, as iT 
they would not be the same men hereafter; but 
it is no better than madness, at this time, to 
despair of the providence of God, by whose 
power all those things have been performed 
which he promised, when you expected no 
such things: 1 mean all that 1 hdfve been 
concerned in for your deliverance and escape 
from slavery. Nay, when we are in the ut- 
most distress, as you see we are, we ought 
rather to hope that God will succour us, by 
whose operation it is that we are now ciicoiu- 
passed within this narrow place, that he mAy 
deliver us out of such difflculties as are oth^r- ^ 
vi'isc insurmountable, and out of which 
tber you nor your enemies expect you can ue 
delivered, and may at once demonstrate his 
own power and his providence over us. 
does God use to give his hel]) in small diffl- 
culties to those whom he favours, but in such 
cases where no one can see how any hope in 
man can better their condition. Depend, 
therefore, upon such a ]nutcctor as is able to 
make small things great, and to show that 
this mighty force against you is nothing but 
weakness, and be not ailrighted at the Egyp- 
tian army, nor do you despair of being pre- 
served, because the sea before, and the moun- 
tains behind, afford you no o))porlKunity for 
flying ; for even these mountains, if God so 
please, may be made plain ground for you, 
aud the sea become dry land.** 


CHAPTER XVI. 

HOW THE SEA WAS DIVIDED ASUNDER fXIR THE 
HEBREWS, WHEN THEY WERE PURSUED BY 
THE EGYPTIANS, AND SO GAVE THEM AN 
OPPORTUNITY OF ESCAPING FROM THEM. 

§ 1. When Moses bad said this, he led them 
to be sea, while tlie Egyptians looked on ; 
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for they were within eight. Now these were ' 
so distressed by the toil of their pursuit, that 
they thought proper to put oft' ftghting till the 
next.day. But when Moses was come to the 
sea-shore, he took his rod, and made suppli- 
cation to God, and called upon him to be 
their helper and assistant ; and said, ** Thou 
art not ignorant, O Lord, that it is beyond 
human strength and human contrivance to 
avoid the difficulties wc are now under ; but 
it must be thy work altogether to procure de- 
liverance to this army, which has left Egypt 
at thy appointment. We despair of any 
othcf assistance or contrivance, and have re- 
course only to that hope we have in thee ; 
and if there be any method that can promise 
us an escape by thy providence, we look up 
to thee for it. And let it come quickly, and 
manifest thy pow'cr to us ; and do thou raise 
up this people unto good courage and hope 
of deliverance, who are deeply sunk into a 
disconsolate state of mind. Wc arc in a 
helpless place, but still it is a place that thou 
possessest-; still the sea is thine, the mountains 
also that enclose us arti thine ; so that these 
mountains will open themselves if thou com- 
rnandcst them, and the sea also, if thou com- 
mandest it, will become dry land. Nay, we 
might escape by a iiiglit through the air, if 
thou shouldst determine we should have that 
way of salvation,*’ 

2. When Moses had thus addressed him- 
self to God, he smote iljo sea with his rod, 
which parted asunder at tlie stroke, and re- 
ceiving tliose waters into itself, Icrt the ground 
dry,^ as a road and a place of flight for the 
Hebrews. Now when Moses saw this ap- 
pearance of God, and that the sea went out 
of its own place, and left dry land, he went 
first of all into it, and bid the Hebrews to 
follow him along that divine road, and to re- 
joice at the danger their enemies that followed 
them w'cre in ; and gave thanks to God for 
this so surprising a deliverance which appeared 
from him. 

3. Now, while these Hebrew's made no 
stay, but went on earnestly, as led by God’s 
presence with them, the. Egyptians supposed 
at first that they wrere distracted, and were 
going rashly upon manifest destruction. But 
when they saw that they were going a great 
way without any harm, and that no obstacle 
or difficulty fell in their journey, they made 
haste to pursue* them, hoping that the sea 
would be calm for them also. They put their 
horse foremost, and went down themselves 
into the sea. Now the Hebrews, while these 
were putting on their armour, and therein 
spending their time, were beforehand with 
them, and escaped them, and got first over to 
the land on the other side without any hurt. 
Whence the others were encouraged, and 
more courageously pursued them, as hoping 
no harm would come to them neither : but 
the Egyptians were not aware that they went 
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into a road made for the Hebrews, and not 
for others ; that this road was made for the 
deliverance of those in danger, but not fot 
those that were earnest to make use of it for 
the others* destruction. As soon, therefore, 
as ever the whole Egyptian army was within 
it, the sea flowed to Its own place, and came 
down with a torrent raised by storms of wind,* 
and encompassed the Egyptians. Showers 
of rain also came down from the sky, and 
dreadful thunders and lightning, with fiashes 
of fire. Thunder-bolts also were darted up- 
on them; nor was there any thing which 
used to be sent by God upon men, as indica- 
tions of his wrath, which did not happen at 
this time ; for a dark and dismal night op- 
pressed them. And thus did all these men 
perish, so that there was not one man left to 
be a messenger of this calamity to the rest of 
the Egyj^ans. 

4. But the Hebrews were not able to con- 
tain themselves for joy at their wonderful deli- 
verance, and destruction of their enemies. Now 
indeed, supposing themselves firmly deliver- 
ed, when those that would have forced them 
into slavery were destroyed, and when they 
found they had God so evidently for their 
protector; and now these Hebrews having 
escaped the danger they were in, after this 
manner, and besides that, seeing their ene- 
mies punished in such a way as is never re- 
corded of any otlier men whomsoever, were 
all the night employed in singing of hymns, 
and in mirth, Moses also composed a song 
unto God, containing his praises, and a 

* ()f these storms of wind, thunder and liglitning, at 
this drowning of l*h;mu>h’s army, almost wanlittg in out 
copies of Hxtxlua, but fully extant in that of David. 
I’sal. Ixxvii. 17, 18, and* in that of Josephus here, 
see Essay on the Old Test. Append, p. 154, 155. 

f What some have here objected against this passage 
of the Israelites over the Kcd Sea, in this one night, 
from the common maps, vi/,. that this sea being here 
about thirty miles broad, so great an army could not 
pass over It in so short a time, is a great mistake. Mons* 
Thevenot, an authentic eye-witness, informs us, that 
this sea, for about five ilays’ journey, is uo'vhcre more 
than about eiglit or nine miles over-cross, and in one 
place but four or five miles, according to De I. isle's map, 
which is made front the best travellers themselves, attd 
not copied from others. What has been further ob- 
jected against this passage of the Israelites, and drown- 
ing of the Egyptians, being miraculous also, viz. that 
Moses might carry the Israelites over at a low tide with- 
out any miracle, while yet the EgypUans, not knowing 
the tide so well as he, iniglit bcdrowncxl upon the return 
of the tide, is a strange story indeed i That Moses, who 
never had liveti here, should know the quantity and time 
of the (lux and reflux of the lied Sea better than the 
Egyptians themselves in its neighlxiurhrxxl I Yet docs 
Artapanus, an ancient heathen historian, inform us, 
that this was what the more ignorant Memphites, who 
livetl at a great distance, pretended, though he con- 
fesses, that the mure learned Hellopolitans, who lived 
much nearer, owned the destruction of the Egyptians, 
and tire deliverance of the Israelites, to have been mira- 
culous ; and Dc Castro, a mathematician, who surveyed 
this sea with groat exactness, iuforms us, that there U 
no great flux or reflux in this part of the Red Sea, to 
give a colour to this hypothesis ; nur, that at the eleva- 
tion of the tide there is little above ittUf the height of a 
man. See Essay on the Old I'cst. Append, n. 'J39, SJ4'>. 
So vain anti groundless are these ami the like evasions 
and subterfuges of our modern sceptics and unbclic\ ers, 
and so certainly dothorou»jh inquiries and authentic 
evidence disprove and confute suen evasions and subter 
fuget upon cccasions I p 
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(Imiiksgiving for his kindness, in hexameter 
verse. • 

5. As for myself, I have delivered every 
part of this history as I found it in the sacred 
books ; nor let any one wonder at the strange- 
ness of the narration, if a way were discovered 
to ttiosc men of old time, who were free from 
the wickedness of the modern ages, whether 
it happened by the will of God, or whether it 
happened of its own accord,— while, for the 
sake of those that accompanied Alexander, 
king of Macedonia, who yet lived, compar- 
atively, but a little while ago, the Pamphylian 
.’•ea retired and afforded them a passage f 
through itself, when they had no other way 
to go ; 1 mean, when it was the will of God 
to destroy the monarchy of the Persians: 

* What that hexameter verse, in which Moses’s tri- 
umphant song is here said to be written, distinctly 
means, onr present ignorance of the old Mbrew metre 
or measure will not let us determine. Nor docs it ap- 
pear to me certain that even Josephus himself had a dis- 
tinct notion of it, though he speaks of several sorts of 
that metre or measure, both here and elsewhere. Antiq. 
book iv. ch. viti. sect. H ; and book vii. ch.vii. sect. .*>. 

t Take here the original passages of the four old au- 
thors that still remain, as to this transit of Alexander 
the Great over the Ihunphvlian Sea : 1 mean, of ( lallis- 
thenes, Strabo, Arrian, ai d Appian. As to Callisthcnes, 
who himself accomnaviied Alexander in this expedition, 
Eustathius, in his Notes on the third Iliad of Homer, 
(as Dr llernard here intonns us) says, 1'hat “ this ( hIHs- 
thencs wrote how the Pamphylian Sea did not only open 
a passjvge for Alexander, but,* by rising and elevating its 
watei s, did pay him homage as its king.^* Strabo suex'ount 
IS this (Geog. book xiv, p. ; “ Now alxuit Phaselis 
is that narrow passage, by the sea-side, through which 
Alexander led his army. There is a inoui tain called 
Climax, which adjoins to the Sea of Pamphvlia, leaving 
a narrow passage on the shore, which, in calm weather, 
is liare, so as to be passable by travellers; but when the 
Bca overflows, It is covered to a great degree by the 
waves. Now then, the ascent by the mountains lieing 
round about and steep, in still weather they make use 
of the road along the coast ; but Alexander fell into the 
winter season, and committing himself chiefly to fortune 
he marched on before the waves retired ; arid so it ha|>- 
pened that they were a whole tlay in journeying over it, 
and svere under water up to the navel." A rriim’s account 
is this ;bouk i, p. 72, 7.")*. ” When Alexander rciiioveti 
from Phaselis, he sent some part of his army over the 
mountains to Perga ; which road tlie Thracians showed 


and this is confessed to be true by all that 
have written about the actions of Alexander; 
but as to these events, let every one determine 
as he pleases. 

6 , On the next day Moses gathered to- 
gether the weapons of the Egyptians, which 
were brought to the camp of the Hebrews by 
the current of the sea, and the force of the 
winds assisting it ; and lie conjectured that 
tins also happened by Divine Providence, 
that so they might not be destitute of weapons. 
So when he had ordered the Hebrews to arm 
themselves with them, he led them to mount 
Sinai, in order to offer sacrifice to God, and 
to render oblations for the salvation of the 
multitude, as he was charged to do beforehand. 


him. A difllciilt way it was, but short. However he 
himself c*ondiietcd those that were with him by the sea- 
shore. This road is impassable at any other time than 
when the north wind blows *, but if the south wind pre- 
vail there is no passing by the shore. Now at this time, 
after stn>iig south winds, a north wind blew; and that 
not without the Divine Proviclenct; (as both hcatid they 
that were with him supfxiscd) ami afforded him an easy 
ami quick passage.” Apniiui, when he eompaves Caesar 
and Alexander together (De Pel. Civil, book ii, p. 522) 
says, “ That they both depended on their bolilness and 
fortune, as mudi as on their skill in war. As an instance 
of which, Alexander journeyed over a country without 
water, in the heat of summer, to the oracle of [Jupiter j 
Hainmon, and (piickly passed over the Hay of Pam- 
phylia, when, by Divine Providence, th^ sea v/as cut 
ofl’:~lhus Providence restraining the sea onhisae- 
eouid, as it had sent him rain when be travelled [over 
the desert].” 

N P.— Since, in the days of Josephus, ns he assures us, 
all the more numerous original historians of Alexander 

S ave the account he has here set down, as to the provi- 
ential going l>ack of the waters of the Pamphylian Sea, 
when he was going with his army to destroy the Persian 
monarchy, which the forenamcdaiitliorsnow remaining 
fully confirm, it is without all just foundation that Jo- 
s(>phus is here blamed by some late writers for quoting 
those ancient authors upon the present ixx'asioiw nor 
can the reflections of Plutarch, or any other author later 
than Josei>itus, be in the least here alleged to cxmtradict 
him. Josephus went by all the evidence ho then had, 
and that evidence of the most authentic sort also. So 
tlial whatever the moderns may think of tlie tiling itself, 
there U hence not the least colour for finding fault with 
Josephus : he would rather have been muw to blame 
had he omitted Uicsc quotations. 
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CHAPTER I. 

I 

MOW MOSES, WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THE 

PEOPLE SuT OF EGYPr, LEI) THEM TO MOUNT i 

SINAI ; BUT NOT TILT. THEY HAD SUFFER- I 

ED MUCH IN THEIR JOURNEY. I 

§ 1. When the Hebrews had obtained such 
a wonderful deliverance, the country was a 
great trouble to them, for it w’as entirely a 
desert, and without all sustenance for them : 
and also had exceeding little water, so that it 
not only was not at all sufficient for the men, 
but not enough to feed any of the cattle j for 
it was parched up, and had no moisture that 
might afford nutriment to the vegetables ; so 
tliey were forced to travel over this country, 
as having no other country but this to travel 
in. They had indeed carried water along 
with them, from the land over which they 
nad travelled before, as theii conductor had 
bidden them ; but when that was spent, they 
were obliged to draw water out of wells, with 
pain, by reason of the hardness of the soil. 
Moreover^ what water tliey^ found was bitter, 
and not lit for drinking, and this in small 
quantities also ; and as they thus travelled, 
they came late in the evening to a place called 
Marah,* which had that name from the bad- 
ness of its water, for Mar denotes bilterfwss. 
Thither they came afflicted both by the te- 
diousness of their journey, and by their want 
of food, for it entirely failed them at that 
time. Now here was a well, which made 
them choose tp stay in the place, which, al- 
though it were not sufficient to satisfy so 
great an army, did yet afford them some com- 
Ibrt, as found in such desert places; for they 
heard from those who had been to search, that 
there was nothing to be found, if they tra- 
velled on farther. Yet was tin’s water bitter, 

* Dr. Bernard takes notice here, that this place, jUV/r, 
where the waters were bitter, is called by the Syrians 
and Arabians JIfariri, and by the Syrians sometimes A/o* 
rath, all derived from the Hebrew Mar. He also takes 
notice, that it is called The Bitter Fountain by Pliny 
himself; which waters remain there to this day, and are 
still bitter, ns Thevenot assures us; and that there aro 
also abundance of palm-trees. See his Travels, jwt i, 
diap. xxvi, p. l(>6. 


and hot fit for men to drink ; and not only 
so, butnt was intolerable even to the cattle 
themselves. 

2. When Moses saw how much the people 
were cast down, and that the occasion of it 
could not be contradicted, for the people were 
not in the nature of a complete army of men, 
who miglit oppose a manly fortitude to the 
necessity that distressed them ; the mullitude 
of the children, and of the women also, being 
of loo weak capacities to be persuaded by rea- 
son, blunted the courage of the men them, 
selves, — he was therefore in great diffi. 
culties, and made every body’s calamity hij- 
qv/n ; for they ran all of them to him, ana 
begged bf him ; the women begged for their 
infants, and the men for the women, that he 
would not overlook them, but procure some 
way or other for their deliverance. He there- 
fore betook himself to prayer to God, that he 
would change the water from its present bad- 
ness and make it fit for drinking. And when 
God had granted him that favour, he took the 
top of a stick that lay down at his feet, and 
divided it in the middle, and made the sectiCn 
lengthways. He then let it down into the 
well, and persuaded the Hebrews that God 
had hearkened to his prayers, and had promis- 
ed to render the water such as they desiml it 
to be, 111 case they w'ould be subservient to 
bim in what he should enjoin them to do, and 
this not after a remiss or negligent manner. 
And when they asked what they w-cre to do 
in order to have the water changed for the bet- 
ter, he bid the strongest men among them that 
stood there, to draw up waterf ; and told them, 

t ITie additions here to Moses’s account of the sweet 
ening of the waters at Marah, seems derived from some an 
cient profane author, and he. such an author also as 
looks less authentic than arc usually followed by Jose 
phus. Philo has not a syllable of these additions, nor an y 
other ancienter writer that we know of. Hkd Josephus 
written these his Antiquities for the use of Jews, he 
would haplly have given them tliese very improbable 
circumstances ; but writing to Gentiles, that they miglu 
not complain oi* his omissiop of any accounts of suci. 
miracles derived from Gentiles, he did not think proper 
to conceal what he had met with there about this mat* 
ter ; which procedure is perfectly agreeable to the char 
acter and usage of Josephus u;M>n many occasions. Th« 
note w, 1 ctjufess, barely conjectural • and since Jos** 
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that when the greatest part was drawn up, the | 
remainder would be fit to drink : so they la- , 
boured at it till the water was so agitated and 
purged as to be fit to drink. 

S. And now removing from thence they 
came to Elim ; which place looked well at a 
distance, for there was a grove of palm-trees ; 
but when they came near to it, it appeared to 
be a bad place, for the palm-trees, were no 
more than seventy ; and they were ill grown 
and creeping trees, by the want of w ater, for 
the country about was all parched, and no 
moisture sulficient to water them, and make 
them hopeful and useful, was derived to them 
from the fountains, which were in number 
twelve : they were rather a few moist places 
than springs, which not breaking out of the 
ground, nor running over, could not suffici- 
ently water the trees. And when they dug 
into the sand, they met with no waller ; and 
if they took a few drops of it into their hands, 
they found it to be useless, on account of its 
mud. The trees also were too weak to bear 
fruit, for want of being sufficiently cbcrislicd 
and enlivened by the water. So they laid the 
blame on their conductor, and made heavy 
complaints against him ; and said that this 
their miserable state, and the experience they 
had of adversity, were owing to hin) ; for that 
they had liien journeyed an entire thirty day®, 
and had spent all the provisions they had 
brought with them ; and meeting w ith no re- 
lief, they were in a very desponding condition. 
And by fixing their attention upon nothing 
but their present misfortunes, they were hin- 
dered from remembering what deliverances 
they had received from God, and those by the 
virtue and wisdom of Moses alsoj so they 
were very angry at their conductor, and were 
zealous in tlieir attempt to stone him, as the 
direct occasion of their present miseries, 

4. Hut as for Moses himself, while the 
multitude were irritated and bitterly set a- 
gainst him, he cheerfully relied upon God, 
and upon his consciousness of the care he had 
taken of tliese his own people : and he came 
into the midst of them, even while they clam 
oiired against him, and had stones in their 
hands in order to dispatch him. Now lie was 
of an agreeable presence, and very able to per- 
suade the people by his speeches ; according- 
ly he began to mitigate their anger, and ex- 
horted them not to be over-mindful of their 
present adversities, lest they should thereby 
sufier the benefits that had formerly been be- 
stowed on them to slip out of their memor- 
ies ; and he desired them by no means, on ac- 

phus never tells us when his own ewpy, taken out of the 
temple, had such additions, or when any ancient notes 
supplied them 5 or jiulce«l when they are derived from 
Jewish, and when from fientih? antiquity,— we tan co 
no farther than bare conjectures in such cases ; only the 
notions of Jews were generally so different from thoi-e 
ot'aeiitiles, that wemay <'<unes makenu imprniMblo 
conjectures to which sort ' additions belong. Sco 
also sorncwhOtJUlke these additions in Josephus’s ac- 
count cf EUidiip making ''ct the bitter and barren 
> rring near War. b. iv, a.h. viii, sect. .1 
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count of their present uneasiness, to cast those 
great and wonderful favours and gifts, which 
they had obtained of God, out of their minds, 
but to expect deliverance out of those their 
present troubles which they could not free 
themselves from, and this by the means of that 
Divine Providence which watched over them ; 
seeing It is probable that God tries their vir- 
tue, and exercises their patience by these ad- 
versities, that it may appear wdiat forlittide 
they have, and what memory they retain of 
his former wonderful works in their favour, 
and whether they will not think of them upon 
occasion of the miseries they now feel. He 
told them, it appeared they were not really 
good men, either in patience, or in remember- 
ing what had been successfully done for them, 
sometimes by contemning God and his com- 
mands, when by those commands they left the 
land of Egypt ; and sometimes by behaving 
themselves ill towards him who was the ser- 
vant of God, and this when he ha^ never de- 
ceived them, either in what he said, or had or- 
dered them to do by God’s comniaruJ. He 
also put them in mind of all that had passed : 
how the Egyptians were destroyed when they 
attempted to detain them, contrary to the com- 
mand of God; and after what manner the 
very same river was to the others bloody, and 
not fit for drinking, but was to them sweet and 
fit for drinking ; and how they went a new 
read through the sea, which fled a long way 
from them, by which very means they were 
themselves preserved, but saw their enemies 
destroyed ; and that when they were in want 
of weapons, God gave them plenty of them : 
— and so he recounted all the particular in- 
stances, how when they were, in appearance, 
just going to be destroyed, God had saved 
them in a surprising manner ; that he had still 
the same pow'cr ; and that they ought not even 
now to despair of his providence over them ; 
and accordingly he exhorted them to continue 
quiet, and to consider that help w'ould not come 
too late, though it come not immediately, if 
it be present with them before they suffer any 
great misfortune; that th^y ought to reason 
thus: that God delays to assist them, not be. 
cause he has no regard to them, but because 
he will first try their fortitude, and the plea- 
sure they take in their freedom, that he may 
learn whether you have souls great enough to 
bear want of food, and scarcity of water, on 
its account ; or whether you rather love to be 
slaves, as ca'ttle are slaves to such as own them, 
and feed them liberally, but only in order to 
make them more useful in their service. That 
as for himself, he shall not be so much con- 
cerned for his own preservation; for if he die 
unjustly, he shall not reckon it any affliction 
but that he is concerned for them, lest, by 
casting stones at him, they should be though 
to condemn Go<l himself. 

5, By this means Moses pacified the people, 
and restrained them from stoning him, and 
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brought them to repent of what tliey were go- 
ing to do ; and because he thought the neces- 
sity they were under made their passion less 
unjustifiable, he thought he ought to apply 
himself to God by prayer and supplication ; 
and going up to an eminenc6, he requested of' 
God for some succour for the people, and 
some way of deliverance from the want they 
were in, because in him, and in him alone, 
was their hope of salvation : and he desired 
that he would forgive what necessity had forc- 
ed the people to do, since such was the nature 
of mankind, hard to please, and very complain . 
ing under adversities Accordingly God pro- 
mised he would take care of them, and afford 
them the succour they were desirous of. Now 
when Moses had heard this from God, he 
came down to the multitude: but as soon as 
they saw him joyful at the promises he had 
received from God, they changed their sad 
countenances into gladness. So he placed 
himself in the midst of them, and told them 
he came to bring them from God a deliverance 
from their present distresses. Accordingly 
a little after came a vast number of quails, 
which is a bird more plentiful in this Arabian 
gulf than anywhere else, Hying over the sea, 
and hovered over them, till wearied with their 
laborious flight, and, indeed, as usual, Hying 
very near to tlie earth, they fell down upon 
the Hebrews, who caught them and satisfied 
their hunger with them, and supposed that this 
Was the method whereby God meant to sup- 
ply them with food. Upon which Moses ro- 
turned thanks to God for tiH'ording them his 
assistance so suddenly, and sooner than he 
had promised them. 

C. But presently after this first supply of 
food, he sent them a second j for as Moses 
was lifting uj) his hands in pra)’^er, a dew fell 
dow'ii ; and Moses, when he found it stick to 
his hands, supposed this was also come for 
food from God to them ; .he tasted it ; and 
perceiving that the i>eople knew not what it 
was, and thought it snowed, and that it wms 
what usually fell at that time of the year, he 
.nformed them that this dew did not fall from 
heaven after the manner they imagined, but 
came for their preservation and sustenance, 
So he tasted it, and gave them some of it, 
that they might be satisfied about what be 
-old them. They also imitated their conduc- 
tor, and w’ere pleased with the food, for it 
was like hone/ in sweetness and pleasant 
taste, but like in its body to bdellium, one of 
the sweet spices, and in bigness equal to cori 
ander seed. And very earnest they were in 
gathering it ; but they w'ure enjoined to gather 
it equally;* the measure of an omer for each 
one every day, because this food should not 

* It seems to me, from what Moses (Ex«J. xvi, 18), 
Sf- Paul (2 Cor. vlii. 15), and Josephus here, say, oom- 
pared together, that the quantity of manna that fell , 
itaily, ai-_ did not imtrify, was just so much as came to- 
an omer a-piece, through the wnole host of Israel, and 


come in too small a quantity, lest the weaker 
miglit not be able to get their share, by rea- 
son of the overbearing of the strong in col- 
lecting it. However, these strong men, 
when they had gathered more than the mea- 
sure appointed for them, had no more than 
others, but only tired themselves more in ga- 
thering it, for they found no more than an 
omer a-piece; and the advantage they got by 
what w'as superfluous was none at all, it cor- 
rupting, both by the worms breeding in it, 
and by its bitterness. So divine and w’onder- 
ful a food was this ! It also supplied the 
want of other sorts of food to those that fed 
on it ; and even now, in all that place, this 
manna comes down in rain,f* according to 
w'hat Moses tlien obtained of God, to send it 
to the people for their sustenance. Now the 
Hebrews call this food nianna ; for the par- 
ticle 7nan, in our language, is the asking of a 
question, HHiat is this 9 So the Hebrew's were 
very joyful at what was sent them from hea- 
ven. Now they made use of this food for 
forty years, or as long as they W'cre in tlie 
wilderness. 

7. As soon as thej w re removed thence, 
they came to Rephidim, ocing distressed to the 
last degree by thirst ; and while in the fore- 
going days they had lit on a few small foun- 
tains, but now found the earth entirely desti- 
tute of water, they were in an evil case. 
They again turned their anger against Moses; 
but be at hrst avoided the fury of the multi- 
tude, and then betook himself to prayer to 
God, beseeching him, that as he had given 
them food when tliey were in the greatest 
want of it, so he would give them drink, since 
the favour of giving them food was of no va- 
lue to them while they had nothing to drink ; 
and God did not long delay to give it them, 
but promised Moses that he would procure 
them a fountain, and plenty of water from a 
place they did not expect any ; so be command- 
ed him to smite the rock which tliey saw ly- 
ing there, | with his rod, and out of it to re- 
ceive plenty of what they wanted ; for he had 

+ This supposal, that the swcot honey-ttew or manna, 
so celebrated in ancient and modem authors, as faUiug 
usually in Arabia, was of the very same sort with Uus 
manna sent to the Israelites, savours more of Gentilism 
than of Jmlaism or Christianity. It is not improbalile 
that some ancient Gentile author, read by Josephus, so 
thought; norwouUl he here contradict him ; though just 
before, and Antiq. b. iv. ch. iii. sect. 2, he seems (Urcctly 
toallow that it had not been seen before. However, this 
ffxxt from heaven is hcredescribeit to be like snow ; and 
in Arta|iamis, a heathen writer, it is compared to inetil, 
** like U) oatmeal, in colour like to snow, rained down 
by God” (Essay on the Old Test. Append, p. 239) ; but 

to the ilerivation of the word manna, wnethcr from 
man, which Josephus says then signified IVhat is Uf or 
from ftMnmh, to (tinidc, i. e- a diviUeiui or jwrtion 
allotted to every one, it is uncertain : 1 incline to the 
latter derivation. This manna is oalledrrOSA'^/y /oed 
(l*sal. Ixxviii. 26), and by our .Saviour (John vi. 31, 
Ac.), os well as by Josephus here and elsewhere (Antiq. 
b. iii. ch. V. sect 3), said to be sent the Jews from 
heaven. 

t This rock Is there at this day, as the travcllew 
agree, and must be the same that was there in the days 
w Moses, as being too large to be brought thither by out 
modern carriages. 
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taken care that drink should come to them 
without any labour or pains>taking. When 
Moses had received this command from God, 
he came to the people, who waited for him, 
and looked upon him ; for they saw already 
that he was coming apace from his eminence. 
As soon as he was come, he told them that 
God would deliver them from their present 
distress, and had granted them an unexpect- 
ed favour ; and informed them, that a river 
should run for their sakes out of the rock ; 
but they were amazed at tliat hearing, sup- 
posing they were of necessity to cut the rock 
in pieces, now they were distressed by their 
thirst, and by their journey — while Moses, 
only smiting the rock with his rod, opened a 
jjassage, and out of it burst water, and that 
in great abundance, and very clear j but they 
were astonished at this wonderful effect, and, 
as it were, quenched their thirst by the very 
sight of it. So they drank this pleasant, this 
sweet water ; and such it seemed to be, as 
might well be expected where God was the 
donor. They we also in admiration how 
Moses was honoured by God ; and they made 
grateful returns of sacrifices to God for his 
providence towards them. Now that Scrip- 
ture which is laid up in the temple,* informs 
us, how God foretold to Moses, that water 
should in this manner be derived out of the 
rock. 


CHAPTER 11. 

HOW THE AMALEKITES, AND THE NEIGHBOUR- 
ING NATIONS, MADE WAR WITH THE HE- 
BREWS, AND WERE BEATEN, AND l.OST A 
GREAT PART OF THEIR ARMY. 

§ 1. The name of the Hebrews began already 
to be everywhere renowned, and rumours 
about them ran abroad. This made the in- 
habitants of those countries to be in no small 
fear. Accordingly they sent ambassadors to 
one another, and exhorted one another to de- 
fend themselves, and to endeavour to destroy 
these men. Those that induced the rest to 
do so, were such as inhabited Gobolitis and 
Petra. They were called jimakMtes, and 
were the most warlike of the nations that 
lived thereabout ; and whose, kings exhorted 
one another and their neiglihours to go to 
this war agtiinst the Hebrews} telling them 
that an army of strangers, and such a one as 
had run away from .slavery under the Egyp- 
tians, lay in wait to ruin Uiem ; which army 
they were not, in common prudence and re- 
gard to their own safety, to overlook, but to 
crush them before they gather strength, and 

• Note here, that t’)'' book of the principal 

lawsof lltiiew is ever said t« • c Inid up in the holy Imuse 
bc^ the Larger Pcj jtate\jci>, m hero, somewhere 
Within the htnits . a' the lemplc and its courts only. Sec 
-hotia. U v. di. i, s( ot 17 


come to be in prosperity ; and perhaps attack 
them first in a hostile manner, as presuming 
.i[)on our indolence in not attacking them 
before ; and that we ought to avenge our- 
selves of them for what they have done in the 
wilderness, but that this cannot be so well 
done when they have once laid their hands on 
our cities and our goods ; that those who en- 
deavour to crush a power in its first rise, are 
wiser than those that endeavour to put a stop 
to its progress when it is become formidable ; 
for Uiese last seem to be angry only at the 
flourishing of others, but the former do not 
eave any room for their enemies to become 
troublesome to them. After they had sent 
such ambassages to the neighbouring nations, 
and among one another, they resolved to at- 
tack the Hebrews in battle. 

2. These proceedings of the people of 
.hose countries occasioned perplexity and 
Touble to Moses, who expected no such war 
ike preparations ; and when these nations 
were ready to fight, and the multitude of the 
Hebrews were obliged to try the fortune of 
war, they were in a mighty disorder, and in 
waul, of all necessaries, and yet were to makt 
war with men who were thoroughly well pre- 
pared for it. Then, therefore, it was that 
Moses began to encourage them, and to ex- 
hort them to have a good heart, and rely on 
God’s assistance, by which they had been ad- 
vanced into a state of freedom, and to hope 
for victory over those who were ready to fight 
with them, in order to deprive them of that 
blessing : that they were to suppose their own 
army to be numerous, wanting nothing, nei- 
ther weapons, nor money, nor provisions, nor 
such other conveniencies as, when men are in 
possession of, they fight uiuiauntedly ; and 
that they are to judge themselves to have all 
these advantages in the divine assistance. 
They are also to suppose the enemy’s army 
to be small, unarmed, weak, and such as want 
those convenicncics which they know must be 
w^anted, when it is God’s will that they shall 
be beaten ; and how valuable God's assistance 
is, they had experienced in abundance of 
trials ; and those such as were more terrible 
than war, for that is only against men ; but 
these were against famine and thirst, things 
indeed that are In their own nature insuper- 
able } as also against mountains, and that sea 
which afforded them no way for escaping ; yet 
had all these difliculties been conquered by 
God’s gracious kindness to them. So he ex- 
horted them to be courageous at this time, 
and to look upon their entire prosperity to 
depend on the present conquest of their ene- 
mies, 

S. And with these words did Moses encou- 
rage the multitude, who then culled together 
the princes of their tribes and their chief men; 
both separately and conjointly. The young 
men he charged to obey fheir elders, end the 
ciders to hearken to dieir leader So Uw 
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people were elex’ated in their minds, and 
ready to try their fortune in battle, and hoped 
to be thereby at length delivered from all 
their miseries : nay, they desired that Moses 
would immediately lead them against their 
enemies without the least delay, that no back* 
wardness might be a hinderance to their pre- 
sent resolution. So Moses sorted all that 
were fit for war into different troops, and set 
Joshua, the son of Nun, of the tribe of Eph- 
raim, over them ; one that was of great cou- 
rage, and patient to undergo labours ; of great 
abilities to understand, and to speak what was 
proper ; and very serious in the worship of 
God ; and indeed made, like another Moses, 
a teacher of piety towards God. He also 
appointed a small party of the armed men to 
be near the water, and to take care of the 
children, and the women, and of the entire 
camp. So that whole night they prepared 
themselves for the battle; they took their 
weapons, if any of them had such as were 
well made, and attended to their commanders 
as ready to rush forth to the battle as soon as 
Moses should give the word of command. 
Moses also kept aw'ake, teaching Joshua after 
what manner he should order his camp. But 
when the day began, Moses called for Joshua 
again, and exhorted him to approve himself 
in deeds such a one as his reputation made 
men expect from him ; and to gain glory by 
the present expedition, in the opinion of those 
under him, for his exploits in this battle. 
He also gave a particular exhortation to the 
principal men of the Hebrew's, and encouraged 
the whole army as it stood armed before him. 
And when he had thus animated the army, 
both by his words and works, and prepared 
every thing, he retired to a mountain, and 
committed tlie army to God and to Joshua. 

4. So the armies joined battle ; and 
came to a close fight, hand to hand, both sides 
show'ing great alacrity, and encouraging one 
another. And indeed while Moses stretched 
out his hand towards heaven*, the Hebrews 
were too hard for the Amalekitcs ; but Moses 
not being able to sustain his hands, thus 
stretched out (for as often as he let dowm his 
hands, so often were his own people w'orsted) 
bo bad his brother Aaron, and Hur their 
sister Miriam's husband, to stand on each 
side of him, and take hold of his hands, and 

• This eminent circumstance, that while Moses’i 
hands were lift up towards heaven, tlie Israelites prevail- 
etl, and while they were let down towards the earth, the 
Amalekitcs prevailed, seems to me the earliest intima- 
tion we have of tlie proper posture used of old in solemn 
prayer, which was tfie stretching out of the hands [and 
eyes] towards heaven, as other passages of the old and 
New Testament inform us. Nay, by the way, this pos- 
ture seems to have continued in the Christian church, 
till the clergy, instead of learning their prayers by heart, 
read them out of a book, which is in a great measure 
inconsistent with such an elevated posture, and which 
seems to mo to have been only a later practice, intro- 
iuoed under the wmipt state of the church ; though 
the constant useof divine forms of prayer, nraise, jmd 
thanksgiving, appears to me to have been the practice 
of God's people, |)Atriarchs, Jews, and Christians, in alt 
the |»ast ages. 


not permit his weariness to prevent it, but to 
assist him in the extension of his hands. 
When this was done, the Hebrews, conquered 
the Amalekitcs by main force ; and indeed 
they had all perished, unless the approach of the 
night had obliged the Hebrews to desist from 
killing any more. So our forefathers obtained 
a most signal and most seasonable victory $ 
for they not only overcame those that fought 
against them, but terrified also the neighbour- 
ng nations, and got great and splendid advan- 
tages, which they obtained of their enemies by 
their hard pains in this battle : for when they had 
taken the enemy's camp, they got ready booty 
for the public, and for their own private 
families, whereas till then they had not any 
sort of plenty, o^f even necessary food. The 
forementioned battle, when they had once got 
t, was also the occasion of their posperity, 
not only for the present, but for the future 
ages also; for they not only made slaves of 
tlic bodies of their enemies, but subdued theii 
minds also, and after this battle, became 
trriblc to all that dwelt round about them. 
Moreover, they acquired a vast quantity of 
riches ; for a great deal of silver and gold was 
left in the enemy's camp ; as also brazen 
vessels, which they made common use of in 
their families ; many utensils also that were 
embroidered, there were of both sorts, that is 
of what were weaved, and what were the or- 
naments of their armour, and other things that 
served for use in the family, and for the fur- 
niture of their rooms ; they got also the prey 
of their cattle, and of whatsoever uses to 
follow camps, when they remove from one 
place to another. So the Hebrews now valued 
themselves upon their courage, and claimed 
great merit for their valour ; and they perpet- 
ually inured theinselves to lake pains, by 
which they deemed every difliculty might be 
surmounted. Such were the consequences of 
this battle. 

5. On the next day, Moses stripped the 
dead bodies of their enemies, and gathered 
together the armour of those that were fled, 
and gave rewards to such as had signalized 
themselves in the action ; and highly com- 
mended Joshua, their general, who was attest- 
ed to by all the army, on account of the 
great actions he had done. Nor was any one 
of the Hebrews slain ; but the slain of the 
enemy's army were too many to be enumerat- 
ed. So Moses oflered sacritices of thanks- 
giving to God, and built an altar, which he 
named The Lord the Conqueror, He also 
foretold that the Anialekites should utterly be 
destroyed ; and that hereafter none of them 
should remain, because they fought against 
the Hebrews, and this when they were in the 
wilderness, and in their distress also. More- 
over, he refreshed the army with feasting. 
And thus did they fight this first battle with 
those that ventured to oppose them, after they 
were gone out of Egypt. But when Moses ^ 
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had celebrated this festival for the victory, he 
permitted the Hebrews to rest for a few days, 
and then he brought them out after the figlit, 
in order of battle; for they had now many 
soldiers in light armour. And going gradu- 
ally on, he came to mount Sinai, in three 
months’ time after they were removed out of 
Egypt ; at which mountain, as we have be- 
fore related, the vision of the Bush, and the 
other wonderful appearances, had happened. 


CHAPTER III. 

THAT MOSES KINDLY RECEIVED HIS FATHEll- 
IN-LAW, JETHRO, AVHEN HE CAME TO HIM 
TO MOUNT SINAI, 

Now vhen Raguel, Moses’s fatlier-in-law, 
understood in what a ))rosperous condition his 
oHairs were, he willingly came to meet him. 
And Moses took Zipporah, his wife, and his 
children, and jdeased himself with his com- 
ing. And when he lutd offered sacrifice, he 
made a feast for the multitude, near the Bush 
he had fonnerly seen ; which multitude, every 
one, according to their families, partook of 
the feast. But Aaron and his family took 
Raguel, and sung hymns to Ood, as to him 
who had been the autlior and procurer of 
their deliverance, and their freedom. They 
fthio praised their conductor, as him by whose 
virtue it was that all things had succeeded so 
well with them. Jlnguel also, in his cucha- j 
risticul oration to Closes, made great enco- 
miums upon the whole multitude: and he 
could not but admire Moses for his fortitude, 
gnd that humanity he had shown in the deli- 
very of his friends. 


CHAPTEU IV. 

HOW RAGUEL SUGGESTED TO MOSES TO SET HIS 
PEOPLE IN ORDER, UNDER THEIR RULERS 
OF THOUSANDS, AND RULERS OF HUNDREDS, 
WHO LIVED WITHOUT ORDER BEFORE ; AND 
HOW MOSES COMPLIED IN ALL THINGS WITH 
HIS FATHEIl-lN - law’s ADMONITION. 

§ 1. The next day, as Raguel saw Moses in 
the midst of a crowd of business (for he deter- 
mined the diiferences of those that referred them 
to him, every one still going to him, and sup- 
posing that they should then only obtain jus- 
tice, if he were the ai hitratojr; and those that 
lost their causes thought it no harm while they 
thought they lost them jusMy, and not by par- 
tiality) ; Raguel, however, 3«ud nothing to 
him at that time, as not desirous to be any 
binderance to such as b d a mind to make use 
of the virtue of their .?onductor. But after- 
ward ho took him to himself, and when he 


had him alone, he instructed him in what he 
ought to do; and advised him to leave tlie 
trouble of lesser causes to others, but himself 
to take care of the greater, and of the people’s 
safely ; for that certain others of the Hebrews 
might be found that were fit to determinei 
causes, but that nobody but a Moses could 
take care of the safety of so many ten thou- 
sands. Be not, Uierefore,*’ says he, “ insen- 
sible of thine own virtue, and what thou hast 
done by ministering under God to the people’s 
preservation. Permit, therefore, the deter, 
mination of common causes to be done by 
others, but do thou reserve thyself to the atten- 
dance on God only, and look out for methods 
of preserving the multitude from their pre- 
sent distress. • Make use of the method I 
suggest to you, as to human affairs ; and take 
a review' of the army, and appoint chosen 
rulers over tens of thousands, and then over 
thousands; then divide them into five hun- 
dreds, and again into hundreds, and into 
fifties ; and set rulers over each of them, who 
may distinguish them into thirties, and keep 
them in order ; and at last mimhcr them by 
twenties and by tens; and let there be one 
commander over each number, to be denomi- 
! nated from the number of those over whom 
I they are rulers, hut such as the w'hole multi- 
tilde have tried, and do approve of, as being 
good and righteous men ;• and let those rulers 
decide the controversies they have one with 
another. But if any great cause arise, lei 
them bring the cognisance of it before the 
rulers of a higher dignity ; but if any great 
difficulty arise that is too bard for even their 
determination, let them send it to thee. By 
these means tw o advantages will be gained ; 
the Hebrews will have justice done them, 
and thou wilt be able to attend constantly 
on God, and procure him to be more favour- 
able to the people.” 

2. This was the admonition of Raguel ; 
and Moses received his advice very kindly, 
and acted according to his suggestion. Nor 
did he conceal the invention of this method, 
nor pretend to it himself, but informed the 
multitude who it was that invented it ; nay, 
he has named Raguel in the books he wrote 
as the per.<>on who invented this ordering of 
the people, as thinking it right to give a true 
testimony to worthy persons, although he 
might have gotten reputation by ascribing to 
himself the inventions of other men ; whence 
we may learn the virtuous disposition of 
Moses ; but of such his disposition, we shall 
have proper occasion to speak in other places 
of these books. 

« This manner of electing the Judges and officers ol 
the Israelites by the tcstiirionies and suffrages of tlia 
people, before they were ordained by God, or by Moses, 
desmes to be carefully noted, because it was tho pat 
tern of the like manner of the choice and ordination ol 
Bishons, Presbyters, and Deacotrs, In the Chriatiat 
chureii. 
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CHAPTER V. 

HOW MOSKS ASCENDED UP TO MOUNT SINAI, 
AND BKCEIVED LAWS FROM GOD, AND DE- 
LIVERED THEM TO THE HEBREWS. 

§ 1. Now Moses called tlio mullitude to- 
gether, and told them that he was going from 
them unto mount Sinai to converse with God; 
to receive from him, and to bring back with 
him, a certain oracle ; but ho enjoined them 
to pitch their tents near the mountain, and 
prefer the habitation that was nearest to God, 
before one more remote. When he bad said 
this, he ascended up to mount Sinai, which is 
the highest of all the mountains that are in 
that country,* and is not only very diHicult 
to be ascended by men, on account of its vast 
altitude, but because of the sharpness of its 
precipices also ; nay, indeed, it cannot be 
looked nt without pain of the eyes : and be- 
sides this, it was terrible and inaccessible, on 
account of the rumour that passed about, that 
God dwell there. But the Hebrews removed 
their tents as Moses had bidden them, and 
took possession of the lowest parts of the 
mountain ; and were elevated in their minds, 
*n expectation that Moses would return from 
God with promises of the good things lie had 
proposed to them. So they feasted and wait- 
ed for their conductor, and kept themselves 
pure as in other respects, and not accompany- 
ing with their wives for three days, as he liad 
before ordered them to do. And they pray- 
ed to God that he would favourably receive 
Moses in his conversing with him, and be- 
stow some such gift upon them by wdiich 
they might live well, Tliey also lived more 
plentifully ns to their diet; and put on their 
wives and children more ornamental and de- 
cent clothing than they usually wore. 

2. So they passed two'days in this way of 
feasting ; but on the third day, before the 
sun was up, a cloud spread itself over the 
whole camp of the Hebrews, such a one as 
none had before seen, and encompassed the 
place wlierc they had pitched their tents ; and 
while all the rest of the air was clear, there 
came strong winds, that raised up large 
showers of rain, which became a mighty tem- 
pest. There was also such lightning, as was 

* Since this mountain, Sinai, is here said to be the 
highest of aU the mountains that arc in that rountry. 
It must be that now called St. Katherine’s, which isone- 
tliird higher than that within a mile of it, now called 
Sinai, as Mons. Thevenot informs us, Traveb, part i, 
chap, xxiii, p. Ifi8. The other name of it, Horcb, Is 
never used by Josephus, and perhaps was its name among 
the Egyptians only, whence the Israelites were lately 
come, as Mirai was its name among the Arabians, Ca- 
naanites, and other nations. Accordingly, when (I 
Kings ix, 8) the Scripture says that Kbjan came to 
Horeb, the mount of God, Josephus justly says (Anti^. 
b. viii, chap, xiii, sect. 7), that he caine to the mountain 
called Sinai i and Jerome, here cited by Dr. Hudson, 
Mys, that he look this mountain to have two names, 
Sinai and Choreb. Do Nomin. Heb y 


terrible to those that aaw it; and thunder 
with its thunder-bolts, were sent down, and 
declared God to be there present in a graci- 
ous way to such as Moses desired he should 
be gracious. Now, as to these matters, every 
one of my readers may think as he pleases ; 
but 1 am under a necessity of relating this 
history as it is described in the sacred books. 
This sight, and the amazing sound that came 
to their cars, disturbed the Hebrews to a pro- 
digious degree, for they were not such as 
they were accustomed to ; and then tlie yu- 
mour that was spread abroad, how God fre- 
quented tliat mountain, greatly astonished 
their minds, so they sorrowfully contained 
themselves within their tents, as both suppos- 
ing Moses to be destroyed by the divine 
wrath, and expecting the like destruction for 
themselves. 

3. When they were under these apprehen- 
sions, Moses a))peared as joyful and greatly 
exalted. When they saw him, they W'ere 
freed from their fear, and admitted of more 
comfortable hopes as to what was to come. 
The air also was become clear and ])ure of its 
former disorders, upon the appearance of 
Moses ; wlu^rcupon he called together the 
people to a congregation, in order to their 
hearing what God would say to them ; and 
when tiicy where gatliercd together, he stood 
on an eminence whence they might all hear 
him, and said, Gml has received me graci- 
ously, O Hebrews, as he has formerly done , 
and has suggested a happy method of living 
for yort, and an order of political government, 
and is now present in the cmiip ; I therefore 
charge you, L' sake and the sake of his 
works, and what we have done by his means, 
that you do not put a low value on what I 
am going to say, because the commands have 
been given by me that now deliver them to 
you, nor because it is tlie tongue of a man 
that delivers them to you ; but if you have a 
due regard to the great importance of the 
things themselves, you will understand the 
greatness of him whose institutions they are, 
and who has not disdained to communicate 
them to me for our common advantage ; for 
it is not to be supposed tliat the author of 
these institutions is barely Moses, the son of 
Amram and jochebed, but he who obliged 
the Nile to run bloody for your sakes, and 
tamed the haughtiness of the Egyptians by 
various sorts of judgments ; he who provid- 
ed a w'ay through tlie sea for us; he who 
contrived a method of sending us food from 
heaven, when we were distressed for w'ant of 
it ; he who made the water to issue out of a 
rock, when wc had very little of it before * 
he by whose means Adam was made to par- 
take of the fruits both of the land and of the 
sea; he by whose means Noah escaped tlie 
deluge ; he by whose means our forefathci 
I Abraham, of a wandering pilgrim, was made 
\ the heir of the land of Canaan ; he by whosi- 
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means Isaac was born of parents that were 
very old ; he by whose means Jacob was adorn- 1 
ed with twelve virtuous sons ; he by whose j 
means Joseph became a potent lord over the i 
Egyptians ' he it is who conveys these instruc- 
tions to you by me as his interpreter. And 
let them be to you venerable, and contended 
for more earnestly by you than your own 
children and your own wives i for if you will 
follow them, you will lead a ha))j)y life ; you 
will enjoy the land fruitful, the sea calm, and 
the fruit of the womb born complete, as na- 
ture requires; you will be also terrible to 
your enemies : fbr I have been admitted into 
the presence of God, and been made a hearer 
of his incorruptible voice j so great is his con- 
cern for your nation, and its duration.” 

4. When he had said this, he brought the 
people, with their w'ives and children, so near 
the mountain, that they might hear God him- 
self speaking to them about the precepts which 
they were to practise ; that the energy of what 
should be spoken might not be hurt by its 
utterance by that tongue of a man, which 
could but imperfectly deliver it to their un - 
derstanding. And they all heard a voice that 
came to all of them from above, insomuch 
that no one of these words escaped them, 
w hich Moses wrote on two tables ; which it is 
not lawful for us to set down directly, but 
their import w'e wdJl declare.* 

5. Tlie first commandment teaches us, That 
there is but one God, and that w'c ought to 
worship him only ; — the second commands 
us not to make the image of any living crea- 
ture to worship it ; — the. third, That we must 
not swear by God in a false matter the 
fourth, That we must keep the seventh day, 
by resting from all sort*; of work ; — the fiftli, 
That we must honour our parents ; — the 
sixth, That we must abstain from murder ; — 
the seventh, 'Fhat we must not commit adul- 
tery ; — the eighth, That we must not be guil- 
ty of theft; — the ninth. That we must not 
bear false witness ; — the tenth, That we must 
not admit of the desire of any thing that is 
another’s. 

O' Now when the multitude had heard God 
hin self giving those precepts which Moses 
had discoursed of, they rejoiced at what was 
said; and the congregation was dissolved: 
but on the followdug days they came to his 
tent, and desired him to bring them, besides, 
other laws from God. Accordingly he ap- 
pointed such laws, and afterwards informed 
them in what manner they should act in all 
cases ; which laws 1 shall make lucitlioii of 
in their proper time ; but I shall reserve most 
of those laws for another w'ork,f and make 
(here a distinct explication of them. 

• Of this and another like supentitious notion of the 
Pharisees, l^ich Josep!' i . -.Mpheil with, set* the note 
on Antiq. b. U, chap, xii , sti ; . 

4 This otf»cr work of Josephus, here referred to, 
seeitts to hn that '.vhich doee nut appear to have Inren 
^ver puhUslKfl, wliich y<-t ho inti iuleil h) publish, .ilKiul 


7. When matters were brought to this state, 
Moses went up again to mount Sinai, of which 
he had told them beforehand. He made his 
ascent in their sight ; and while he staid there 
so long a time (for he was absent from them 
forty days), fear seized upon the Hebrews, 
lest Moses should have come to any harm ; 
nor was there any thing else 'so sad, and that 
so much troubled them, as this supposal tliat 
Moses was perished. Now there w'as a va- 
riety in their sentiments about it ; some say- 
ing that he was fallen among wild beasts; 
and those that were of this opinion were 
chiefly such as weie ill-disposed to him ; but 
others said that he was departed, and gone 
to God ; but the wiser sort were Jed by tlieir 
reason to embrace neither of those opinions 
kvitli any satisfaction, thinking, that as it was 
a thing that sometimes happens to men to 
fail among wild beasts, and perish that way, 
so it w*as probable enough that he might de- 
part and go to God, on account of his virtue ; 
they therefore were quiet, and expected the 
event : yet were they exceeding sorry upon 
the supposal that they were deprived of a go- 
vernor and a protector, such a one indeed as 
they could never recover again ; nor would 
this suspicion give them leave to expect any 
comfortable evevrt about this man, nor could 
they prevent their trouble and melancholy 
upon tliis occasion. However, the camp 
dur-st not remove all this while, because Mo- 
ses had hidden them afore to stay there. 

8. But when the forty days, and as many 
nights, were over, Moses came down, having 
tasted nothing of food usually appointed for 
the nourishment of men. His appearance 
fllled the army with gladness, and he declared 
to them w hat care God had of them, and by 
what manner of conduct of their lives they 
might live happily ; telling them, that during 
these days of l)is absence he had suggested to 
him also that he would have a tabernacle built 
for him, into which he would descend when 
he came to them; and how w’e should carry 
it about with us when we remove from |||^is 
place ; and that there would he no longer any 
occasion for going up to mount Sinai, but 
that he would himself come and pitch his ta- 
bernacle amongst us, and be present at our 
prayers ; as also, that the tabernacle should be 
of such measures and construction as he had 
shown him ; and that you arc to fall to the 
w'ork, and prosecute it diligently. When he 
had said this, he showed them the two tables, 
with the ten commandments engraven upon 
them, flve upon each table ; and tlie writing 
was by the hand of God. 

the reasons of many of the laws of Moges i of whidi see 
the note on the Preface, secL 4. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CONCEHNING THE TABERNACLE WHICH MOSES 

BUll/r IN THE WILDERNESS FOR THE HO- 
NOUR OF GOD, AND WHICH SEEMED TO BE 

A TEMPLE. 

§ 1. Hereupon the Israelites rejoiced at what 
they had seen and heard of their conductor, 
and were not wanting in diligence according 
to their ability ; for they brought silver, and 
gold, and brass, and of the best sorts of wood, 
and such as would not at all decay by putre- 
faction ; camels’ hair also, and sheep-skins, 
some of them dyed of a blue colour, and 
some of a scarlet ; some brought the flower 
for the purple colour, and others for white, 
with wool dyed by the flow'ers aforemention- 
ed ; and Hne linen and precious stones, which 
those that use costly ornaments set in ouches 
of gold ; they brought also a great quantity 
of spices ; for of these materials did Moses 
build the tabernacle, which did not at all dif- 
fer from a moveable and ambulatory temple. 
Now when these things were brought together 
with great diligence, (for every one was am- 
bitious to further the work even beyond their 
ability,) he set architects over the works, and 
this by the command of God ; and indeed the 
very same which the people themselves would 
have chosen, iiad the election been allowed to 
them. Now their names are set down in 
writing in the sacred books ; and they were 
these ; Besalcel the son of Uri, of the tribe 
of Judah, the grandson of Miriam, the sister 
of their conductor; and /Vholiab, the son of 
Ahisamacli, of the tribe of Dan. Now the 
p.'Oplc went on with what they had under- 
taken with so great alacrity, that Moses was 
obliged to restrain them, by making procla- 
mation, that what had been brought was suf- 
ficient, as the artificers had informed him ; so 
thty fell to work upon the building of the 
^bernacle. Moses also informed them, ac- 
coiding to tlie direction of God, both what 
the measures were to be, and its largeness ; 
and how many vessels it ought to contain for 
the use of tile sacrifices. The women also 
we? Q ambitious to do their parts, about the 
garments of the priests, and about other 
things that would be wanted in this work, 
both for ornament and for the divine service 
itself. 

SI. Now when all things were prepared, the 
gold, and the silver, and the brass, and what 
war woven, Moses, when lie had appointed 
beforehand that there should be a festival, and 
that sacrifices should he offered according to 
every one’s ability, reared up the tabernacle ; • 
and when he had measured the open court, 

* Of this tabernacle of Moses, with its several parts 
and furniture, see my description at large, chap, vi, vit, 
viii, lx, X, xi, xii, hoir.to iKdoiiging. 
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fifty cubits broad and a hundred long, he set 
up brazen pillars, five cubits high, twenty on ^ 
each of the longer sides, and ten pillars for 
the breadth behind ; every one of the pillars 
also had a ring. Their chapiters were of sil- 
ver, but their bases w’ere of brass ; they re* 
semhlcd the sharp ends of spears, and were 
of brass, fixed into the ground. Cords were 
also put through the rings, and were tied at 
their farther ends to brass nails of a cubit 
long, which, at every pillar, were driven into 
the floor, and would keep the tabernacle from 
being shaken by the violence of winds ; but 
a curtain of fine soft linen went round all the 
pillars, and hung down in a flowing and loose 
manner from their chapiters, and enclosed the 
whole space, and seemed not at all unlike to 
a wall about it. And this was the structure of 
three of the sides of this inclosure; but as for 
the fourth side, which was fifty cubits in ex- 
tent, and was the front of the whole, twenty 
cubits of it were for the opening of the gates, 
w'hcrein stood two pillars on each side, after 
the resemblance of open gates. These were 
made wholly of silver, and polished, and that 
all over, excepting the bases, which w'ere of 
brass. Now on each side of the gates there 
stood three pillars, which were inserted into 
the concave bases of the gates, and were suit- 
ed to them ; and round them was drawn a 
curtain of fine linen ; but to the gates them- 
selves, which were twenty cubits in extent, 
and five in height, the curtain was composed 
of purple, and scarlet, and blue, and fine 
linen,, and embroidered with many and divers 
sorts of figures, excepting *110 figures of ani- 
mals. Within these gates was the brazen 
layer for purification, having a basin beneath 
of the like mattei, wneiice the priests might 
wash their hands and sprinkle their feet ; and 
this was the ornamental construction of the 
inclosure abovit the court of the tabernacle, 
which was exposed to the open air. 

3. As to tile tabernacle itself, Moses placed 
it in the middle of that court, with its front 
to the east, that, wlien tlie sun arose, it miglit 
send its first rays upon it. Its length, wiien 
it was set up, was thirty cubits, and its 
breadth w^as twelve [ten] Cvtbits. The one 
of its walls was on the south, and the other 
w'as exposed to the north, and on the back 
part of it remained the west. It was neces- 
sary that its height should be equal to its 
breadth [ten cubits]. There were also pillars 
made of wood, twenty on each side; they 
were wrought into a quadrangular figure, in 
breadth n cubit and a half, but the thickness 
was four fingers ; they had thin plates of gold 
affixed to tlicm on both sides, inwardly and 
outwardly ; they had each of them two tenons 
belonging to them, inserted into theii bases, 
and these were of silver, in each of which 
bases there was a socket to receive the tenon; 
but the pillars on the west wall were six. 
Now all these leiions and sockets accurately 
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fitted one another, insomuch that the joints the four pillars, and to which none were ad* 
were invisible, and both seemed to be one mltted, was called The Holy oj Holm» This 
entire and united walli It was also covered veil was very ornamental, and embroidered 
with gold, both within and without. The with all sorts of flowers which the earth pro. 
number of pillars was equal on the opposite duces; and there were interwoven into it all 
sides, and there were on each part twenty, sorts of variety that might be an ornament, 
and every one of them had the third part of excepting the forms of animals. Another 
a span in thickness; so tliat the number of veil there w'as which covered the five pillars 
thirty cubits were fully ma<le up between that were at the entrance. It was like the 
them; but as to the wall behind, where tlie former in its magnitude, and texture, and 
six pillars made up together only nine cu- colour; and at the corner of every pillar a 
bits, they made two other pillars, and cut them ring retained it from the top downwaids half 
out of one cubit, which they placed in the the depth of the pillars, the other Iialf aflbrd- 
corners, and made them equally fine with the ing an entrance for the priests, who crept un. 
other. Now' every one of the pillars had rings der it. Over this lliere was a veil of linen, 
of gold affixed to their fronts outward, as if of the same largeness with the former : it was 
they had taken root in the pillars, and stood to be drawn this way or that way by cords, 
one row over against another round about, ihe rings of which, fixed to the texture of the 
through which were inserted bars gilt over veil, and to the -cords also, were subservient 
with gold, each of them five cubits long, and to the drawing and undraw'ing of the veil, 
these bound together the pillars, the head of and to the fastening it at the corner, that then 
one bar running into another, after the nature it might be no hinderance to the view of the 
of one tenon inserted into another ; but for sanctuary, especially on solemn days ; hut that 
the wall behind, there w'as but one row- of on other days, and especially when tlie wea- 
bars that went through all the pillars, into ther was inclined to snow’, it might be ex- 
which row’ ran the ends of the bars on each panded, and afford a covering to the veil of 
side of the longer walls; the male with its divers colours; whence that custom of ours 
female being so fastened in their joints, that is derived, of having a fine linen veil, aftci 
they held the whole firmly together ; and for the temple has been built, to be draw n ovci 
this reason was all this joined so fast together, the entrances ; hut the ten other curtains w ere 
that the tabernacle might not be shaken, either four cubits in breadth, and twenty-eight in 
by the winds, or by any other means, but that length ; and had golden clasps, in order to 
it might preserve itself quiet and immoveable join the one curtain to the other, which w’as 
continually. done so exactly that they seemed to bo one 

4. As for the inside, Moses parted its length entire curtain. These w ere spread over the 
into three partitions. At the distance of ten temple, and covered all (he top and parts of 
cubits from the most secret end, Moses placed the walls, on the sides and behind, so far as 
four pillars, the w'orknianship of which was within one cubit of, tin* ground. There were 
the very same with that of the rest ; and they other curtains of the same breadth w'ith these, 
stood upon the like bases with them, each a but one more in number, and longer, for they 
small matter distant from his fellow'. Now w’crc thirty cubits long ; but these w’ere woven 
the room within those pillars was the most ofhair, w itli the like subtilty as those of wool 
Jioly place ; but the rest of the room was the were made, and were extended loosely down 
tabernacle, Avhicli was open for the priests, to the ground, appearing like a triangulai 
However, this projiortion of the measures of front and elevation at the gates, the eleventh 
the tabernacle proved to be an imitation of curtain being used for tliis very purposei^ 
the system of the w’orld : for that third part 'J’hcre were also other curtains made of skint 
thereof which w’as within the four pillars, to above these, which afforded covering and pro- 
which the priests were not admitted, is, as it tectiori to those that were woven, both in hot 
were, a Heaven peculiar to God; but the w'calher and when it rained; and great w’as 
space of the twenty cubits, is, as it were, sea the surprise of those who view'ed these cur. 
and land, on which men live, and so this part tains at a distance, for they seemed not at all 
is peculiar to the priests only; but at the to differ from the colour of the sky ; but those 
front, where the entrance was made, they that were made of hair and of skins, reached 
placed pillars of gold, that stood on bases ofj down in the same manner as did the veil at 
brass, in number seven ; but then they spread the gates, and kept off' the heat of the sun, 
over the tabernacle veils tjf fine linen and and w'liat injury the rains might do ; and after 
purple, and blue, and scarlet colours, embroi-| this manner w’as the tabernacle reared, 
dered. The first veil was ten cubits every 5. There was also an ark made, sacred t<^ 
way, and this they spread over the pillars God, of wood that w'as naturally strong, and 
which parted the temple, and kept the most could not be corrupted. This was called JElron, 
holy place concealed within ; and this veil in our own language. Its construction was 
was that which made />art not visible to thus: Its length was five spans, but its breadth 
any. Now die wJioIe temple was called The and height was each of them three spans. 

Placet but that part which was wdthin It was covered all over with gold, both w'iib 
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In and without, so that the wooden part was ‘ 
not %een. It had also a cover united to it, by j 
golden binges, after a wonderful manner; 
which cover was every way evenly fitted to it, 
and had no eminences to hinder its exact con- 
junction. There were also two golden rings 
belonging to each of the longer boards, and 
passing through the entire wood, and through 
them gilt bars passed along each board, tliat 
it might thereby be moved and carried about, 
as occasion should require; for it was not 
drawn in a cart by beasts of burden, but borne 
on the shoulders of the priests. Upon this its 
cover were two images, which the Hebrew's 
call Cheruhim$i they are fiying creatures, but 
their form is not like to that of any of the crea- 
tures which men have seen, though Moses 
said he had seen such beings near the throne 
of God. In this ark he put the two tables 
whereon the ten commandinents were writ- 
ten, five upon each table, and two and a half 
upon each side of them ; and this ark he plac- 
ed in the most holy place. 

6. But ill the holy place lie placed a table, 
like those at Delphi: its lengtii was two cu- 
bits, and its breadth one cubit, and its height 
three spans. It had feet also, the lower half 
of w'hich were complete feet, resembling those 
which the Dorians put to their bedsteads; but 
the upper parts towards the table were wrought 
into a square form. The table had a hollow 
towards every side, having a ledge of four 
fingers' depth, that went round about like a 
spiral, both on the upper and low er part of the 
oody of the work. Upon every one of the 
feet was there also inserted a ring, not far 
from the cover, through which went bars of 
wood beneath, but gilded, to be taken out 
upon occasion, there being a cavity where it 
was joined to the rings ; for they were not en- 
tire rings; but before they came quite round 
they ended in acute points, the one of which 
was inserted into the prominent part of the 
table, and the other into the foot ; and by these 
it was carried when they journeyed. Upon 
thiUtable, w hich was placed on the north side 
of the temple, not far from the most holy place, 
were laid twelve unleavened loaves of bread, 
six upon each heap, one above another ; they 
wore made of two tenth-deals of the purest 
fiour, which tenth-deal [an omer] is a mea- 
sure of the Hebrews, containing seven Athen- 
ian cotyhei and above those loaves were put 
two vials full •of frankincense. Now after 
seven days other loaves were brought in their 
stead, on the day which is by us called the Sab^ 
ifatht for we call the seventh day tlie Sab- 
hath. But for the occasion of this invention of 
placing loaves here, we will speak to it in an- 
other place. 

7. Over against this table, near the south- 
ern wall, w'aa set a candlestick of cast gold, 
hollow within, being of the weight of one 
hundred pounds, which the Hebrews call 
C^inchares ; if it be turned into the Greek lan- 


guage, it denotes a ta/enl. It was made with 
its knops, and lilies, and pomegranates, and 
bowls (which ornaments amounted to seventy 
in all) ; by which means the shaft elevated it- 
self on high from a single base, and spread it- 
self into as many branches as there arc pla- 
nets, including the sun among them. It ter- 
minated in seven heads, in one row, all stand- 
ing parallel to one another; and these branches 
carried seven lamps, one by one, in imitation of 
the number of the planets. These lamps look • 
ed to the cast and to the south, the candle- 
stick being situate obliquely. 

8. Now between this candlestick and the 
table, which, as we said, were vvithin the sanc- 
tuary, was the altar of incense, made of wood 
indeed, but of the same wood of which the 
foregoing vessels were made, such as was not 
liable to corruption ; it was entirely crusted 
over with a golden plate. Its breadth on each 
side was a cubit, but the altitude double. 
Upon it w'ds a grate of gold, that was ettant 
above the altar, which had a golden crown en- 
compassing it round about, whereto belonged 
rings and bars, by which the priests carried it 
when they journeyed. Before this tabernacle 
there was reared a brazen altar, but it was 
within made of wood, five cubits by measure 
on each side, but its height was but three, in 
like manner adorned with brass plates as 
bright as gold. It had also a brazen hearth 
of nefr-work ; for the ground underneath re- 
ceived the fire from the hearth, because it bad 
no basis to receive it. Hard by this altar lay 
the basins, and the vials, and the censers, and 
the caldrons, made of gold ; but the other ves- 
sels, made for the use of tlie sacrifices, were 
all of brass. And such was the construction 
of the tabernacle; and these were the vessels 
thereto belonging. 


CHAPTER VII. 

CONCERNING THE GARMENTS OF THE PRIESTS, 
AND or THE HIGH-PRIEST. 

§ 1. There were peculiar garments appoint- 
ed for the priests, and for all the rest, which 
Uiey call Cahanaee [priestly] gannents, as also 
for the high-priests, which they call Cakanesa 
Rabbce, and denote the high priest's garments. 
Such ivas therefore the habit of the rest ; but 
when the priest approaches the sacrifices, he 
purifies himself with the purification which 
the law prescribes ; and, in the first place, he 
puts pn that which is called Machanase, which 
means somewhat that is fast tied. It is a girdle, 
composed of fine twined linen, and is put a- 
bout the privy parts, the feet being to be in- 
serted into tliem, in the nature of breeches ; 
but above half of it is cut off, and it ends ut 
the thighs and is there tied fast 
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2. Over this he wore a linen vestment, made 
of fine flax doubled : it is called Chethoney and 
denotes lineuy for we call linen by the name 
of Chethme. This vestment reaches down to 
the feet, and sits close to the body ; and has 
sleeves that are tied fast to the arms : it is 
girded to the breast a little above the elbows, 
by a girdle often going round, four fingers 
broad, but so loosely woven, that you would 
think it were the skin of a serpent. It is em- 
broidered with flowers of scarlet, and purple, 
and blue, and fine twined linen ; but the warp 
was nothing but fine linen. The beginning 
of its circumvolution is at the breast; and 
when it has gone often round, it is there tied, 
and hangs loosely tliere down to the ancles : 

1 mean this, all the time the priest is not a- 
bout any laborious service, for in this position 
it appears in the most agreeable manner to the 
spectators; but when he is obliged to assist 
at the oflTering sacrifices, and to do the appoint- 
ed service, that he may not be hindered in his 
operations by its motion, he throws it to the 
left, and bears it on his shoulder. Moses in- 
deed calls this belt Ahnnelh ; but we have 
learned from the Babylonians to call it Emia, 
for so it is by them called. This vestment 
has no loose or hollow parts anywhere in it, 
but only a narrow aperture about tljc neck ; 
and it is tied with certain strings hanging 
down from the edge over the breast and back, 
and is fastened above each shoulder : it is call- 
ed Massabazaries* 

3. Upon his head he wears a cap, not 
brought to a conic form nor encircling the 
whole head, but still covering more than the 
naif of it, which is called Masnaemphthes : and 
its make is such that it seems to be a crown, 
being made of thick swathes, but the contex- 
ture is of linen ; and it is doubled round many 
times, and sew'cd together : besides which, a 
piece of fine linen covers the wliole cap from 
the upper part, and reaches down to the fore- 
head, and hides the seams of the swathes, which 
w'ould otherwise appear indecently ; this ad- 
heres closely upon the solid part of the head, 
and is thereto so firmly fixed, that it may 
not fall off’ during the sacred service about 
Uie sacrifices. So we have now shown you 
what is the habit of the generality of the 
priests. 

4. The high-priest is indeed adorned with 
the same garments that w'e have descriljcd, 
without abating one; only over these he puts 
on a vestment of a blue colour. Tbil^ also is 
a long robe, reaching vO his feet lin our lan- 
guage it is called MeeiV], and is tied round 
with a girdle, embroidered with the same co- 
lours and flow'ers as the former, with a nuxture j 
of gold interwoven. To the bottom of which 
garment are hung fringes, in colour like, 
pomegranates, wiih M.lden bells,* by a cuii-i 
ous and beautiful contrivance; so that be-' 

• The use of these golden hells at the bottom of the 

high'prieifs loDg g/j-nnent, beems to me U. ha velioen this : 
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tween two bells hangs a pomegranate, and^ be- 
tween two pomegranates a bell. Now this 
vesture was not composed of two pieces, nor 
w'as it sewed together upon the shoulders and 
the sides, but it was one long vestment so 
woven as to have an aperture for the neck ; 
not an oblique one, but parted all along the 
breast and the back. A border also was sew- 
ed to it, lest the aperture should look too in- 
decently : it was also parted where the hands 
were to come out. 

5. Besides these, the high-priest put on a 
third garment, which is called the Ephod, 
which resembles tlic Epoinis of the Greeks. 
Its make was after this manner : it was wo- 
ven to the depth of a cubit, of several colours, 
with gold intermixed, and embroidered, but 
it left the middle of Uih breast uncovered : it 
was made with sleeves also ; nor did it appear 
to be at all difiercntly made from a short coat. 
But in the void place of this garment there 
was inserted a piece of the bigness of a span, 
embroidered with gold, and the other colours 
of the ephod, and was called Essen [the breast- 
plate], which in the Greek language signifies 
the Oracle, This piece exactly filled up the 
void space in the ephod. It was ur.ited to it by 
golden rings at every corner, the like rings 
being annexed to the ephod, and n blue riband 
was made use of to tie them together by those 
rings : and that the space between the rings 
might not appear empty, they contrived to fill 
it up with stitches of blue ribands. There 
were also two sardonyxes upon the ephod, at 
the shoulders, to fasten it in the nature of but- 
tons, having each end running to the siirdo- 
nyxes of gold, that they might be buttoned by 
(hem. On these were engraven (he names of 
the sona of Jacob, in our own country letters, 
and in our own tongue, six on each of the 
stones, on either side ; and the elder sons* 
names were on the right shoulder. Twelve 
stones also there were upon the breast-plate, 
extraordinary in largeness and beauty; and 
they were an ornament not to be purchased 
by men, because of their mimensc vafte. 
These stones, however, stood in three rows, 
by four in a row, and were inserted into the 
breast-plate itself, and they were set in ouches 
of gold, that were themselves inserted in the 
breast-plate, and were so made that they might 
not fall out. Now the first three stones were a 
sardonyx, a topaz, and an emerald. The second 
• 

That by shaking his gannont at the time of hlsoflbring 
incense in the temple, on the great day of expiation, or 
at other proper perioils of his sacred ministrations there, 
on the great festivals, the ))eoplc might have notice of 
it, and might fall to their own prayers at the time of in- 
cense, or other proper periods ; and so the whole con- 
gr^ation might at once otibr those conunon (Mrayers 
jointly with the high jiricst himself to the Almignty. 
.See Luke i, 10, llev. viii. .7, 4. Nf>r probably Is the 
son of Siraeh to lie otherwise understoori, when he says 
of Aaron, the first high-priest, Gcclus. uv. 9, ** And 

(j^od encompassed Aaron with pomegrantee, and with 
many golden bells '■ound about, that as fie went theie 
might be a sound, and a noise made that might be hean. 
in Uie temple, for a memorial to the chudron of his 
people." 
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row contained a carbuncle, a jasper, and a 
sapphire. The first of the third row was a 
ligure, then an amethyst, and the third an agate, 
being the ninth of the whole number. The 
first of the fbiirth row was a chrysolite, the 
next was an onyx, and then a beryl, which 
was the last of all. Now the names of all 
those sons of Jacob were engraven in these 
stones, whom we esteem the heads of our tribes, 
each stone having the honour of a name, in 
the order according to which they were born. 
And w’hereas the rings were too weak of them- 
selves to boar the weight of the stones, they 
made two other rings of a larger size, at the 
edge of that part of the breast-plate which 
reached to the neck, and inserted into the 
very texture of the breast-plate, to receive 
chains finely wrought, which connected them 
with golden bands to the tops of the should- 
ers, whose extremity turned backwards, and 
went into the ring, on the prominent back 
part of the ephod ; and this was for the secu- 
rity of the breast-plate, that it might not fall 
out of its place. There was also a girdle sew- 
ed to the breast-plate, which was of the fore- 
mentioned colours, with gold intermixed, 
which, when it had gone once, round was tied 
again upon the scam, and hung down. There 
w’erc also golden loops that admitted its fring- 
es at each extremity of the girdle, and includ- 
ed them entirely. 

6. The high-priest’s mitre was the same 
diat we described before, and was wrought 
like that of all the other priests ; above whicli 
there was another, with swathes of blue em- 
broidered, and round it was a golden crown 
polished, of three rows, one above another ; 
out of which arose a cup of gold, which re- 
sembled the herb which we call Sacc/uirus ; 
but those Greeks that are skilful in botany 
call it Hyoscyamus, Now, lest any one that 
has seen this herb, but has not been taught its 
name, and is unacquainted with its nature, or, 
having known its name, knows not the herb 
when he sees it, I shall give such as these are a 
description of it. Thisherb is oftentimes in tidi- 
ness above three spans, but its root is like that 
of a turnip (for he that should compare it there- 
to would not be mistaken) ; but its loaves are 
like the leaves of mint. Out of its branche 
it sends out a calyx, cleaving to the branch 
and a coat encompasses it, which it naturally 
puts off w'hen it is changing, in order to pro 
duce its fruit.* This calyx, is of the bigness 
of the bone of the little finger, but in the com- 
pass of its aperture is like a cup. Tins I wiV 
farther describe, for the use of those that are 
unacquainted with it. Suppose a sphere be 
divided into two parts, round at the bottom, 
but having another segment that grows up to 
a circumference from that bottom ; suppose 
It become narrower by degrees, and that the 
eavitv c»f that part grow' decently smaller, and 
then gradually grow wider again at the brim, 
such os we see in tlib navel ol a pomegranate, 
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'ith its notches. And indeed sneh a coat 
grows over this plant as renders it an heini- 
iphere, and that, as one may say, turned ac- 
curately in a lathe, and having its notches ex- 
tant above it, which, as I said, grow like a 
•omegranatc, only that they are sharp, and 
end in nothing but prickles. Now the ihruit is 
ireservedby this coat of the calyx, which fruit 
is like the seed of the herb Sideritis : it sends 
out a fiower that may seem to resemble that 
•f poppy. Of this was a crown made, as far 
as from the hinder part of the head to each of 
he temples ; but this EphieliSy for so this 
L’alyx may be called, did not cover the fore- 
liead, but it was covered w'itli a golden plate, * 
which had inscribed upon it the name of God 
n sacred characters. And such wore the or- 
naments of the high-priest. 

7. Now here one may wonder at the ill- 
will which men bear to us, and which they 
profess to bear on account of our despising 
hat Deity which they pretend to honour; 
!br if any one do but consider the fabric of 
he tabernacle, and take a view of the gar- 
ments of the high-pricKt, and of those vessels 
which we make use of in our sacred minis- 
tration, he will find that our legislator was a 
divine man, and that we are unjustly re- 
proached by others : lor if any one do without 
prejudice, and with judgment, look upon 
these things, he will find they were every one 
made in way of imitation and representation 
of the universe. When Moses distinguished 
the tabernacle into three parts, f and allowed 
two oT them to the priests, as a place accessi- 
ble and common, he denoted the laud and 
tlie sea, these being of general access to all ; 
but he set apart the third division for God, 
because heaven is inaccessible to men. And 
when he ordered twelve loaves to be set on the 
table, he denoted the year, as distinguished 
into so many months. By branching out the 
candlestick into seventy parts, he secretly in- 
timated the JJecafti, or seventy divisions of 
the planets ; and as to the seven lamps upon 
the candlesticks, they referred to the course 
of the planets, of which that is the number. 
The vails, too, which were composed of four 
things, they declared the four elements; for 
the fine linen was proper to signify the 
earth, because the fiax grow's out of the earth; 
the purple signified the sea, because that co- 
lour is dyed by the blood of a sea shell-fish ; 

• The reader ought to take notice here, that the very 
Mosaic Petalon, or golden plate, for the forehead of the 
Jewish hMh-prlest.was itself preserved, not only till the 
daysof Josepnua, butofOrigen; and that its inscription. 
Holiness to the Lord, was in the Samaritan characters. 
— See Antin. b. vlii, ch, iii, sect. 8, Essay on the Old 
Test. p. 151, and Rcland, De Spol. TeinpH, p. 132. 

+ When Josephus, both here and chap. vi. sect. 1, 
supposes Ute tabernacle to have been pjrted into three 

S aris, he seems to esteem the bare entrance to be a thini 
ivision, distinct from the holy and the most holy pJ<^; 
•and this the rather, because in the temple a^y^ard there 
was a real distinct third part, which was called the Poroh ; 
otherwise Josephus would ctmtradict his own description 
of the tabernacle, which gives us a imtlcular account 
no more ihiui two tuiris. 
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ihe blue Is fit to signify the air ; and the 
scarlet will naturally be an indication of fire. 
Now the vestment of the high-priest being 
made of linen, signified the earth ; the blue 
denoted the sky, being like lightning in its 
pomegranates, and in the noise of the bells 
resembling tluinder. And for the ephod, it 
showed that God had made the universe of 
four [elements] ; and as for the gold inter- 
woven, I suppose it related to the splendour 
by which all things arc enlightened. He 
also appointed the breast-plate to be placed 
in the midtlle of the ephod, to resemble the 
earth, for that has the very middle place of 
the world. And the girdle which encompassed 
the higb-priest round, signified the ocean, 
for that goes round about and includes the 
universe. Each of the saidonyxes declares 
to us the sun and the moon ; those, 1 mean, 
that were in the nature of buttons on the 
high-priest’s shoulders. And for the twelve 
stones, whether vve understand by them the 
months, or whether we understand the like 
number of the signs of that circle which (he 
Greeks call the Zodiac, vve shall not be mis- 
taken in their meaning. And for the mitre, 
which was of a blue colour, it seems to me 
to mean heaven ; for how' othern iso could the 
name of God he inscribed upon it ? That it 
.was also illustrated with a crown, and that of 
gold also, is because of that splendour witli 
which God is pleased. Let this explication* 
suffice at present, since the course of my nar- 
ration will often, and on many occasions, 
nfibrd me the opportunity of enlarging upon 
tile virtue of our legislator. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE PRIESTHOOD OF AARON. 

§ 1. When what has been described was 
brought to a conclusion, gifts not being yet 
presented, God appeared to Moses, and en- 
joined him to bestow' the high-priesthood upon 
Aaron his brother, as upon him that best of 

* This explication of the mystical meaning of th' 
Jewiiih tabernacle and its vessels, with the garments of 
the high-priest, is taken out of Philo, and fitted to Oeii- 
tile philosophical notions. This may possibly be for- 
given in Jews, greatly versed in heathen learning and 
philosophy, as Philo had ever been, and as Josephus 
had long been when he wrote lljest; Anti(|uitics< In the 
mean tune, it is not to be doubted, but in their edu- 
cation they must have both Icamcil more Jewish inter- 
pretations, such as we meet with in the li^pistleof Bar- 
nabas, in that to the Hebrews, anti elsewhere among the 
old Jews. Accordingly when Josephus wrote hla books 
of the Jewish War, tor the use* of the Jews, at which 
time he was comparatively young, and less u>,ed to Gen- 
tile books, we find one s)x.'ein:en of such a Jewish in- 
terpretation ; for there (b. vii, ch. v, sect. 5,} he makes 
the seven branches ot the tcmpkxandlesijek, with 
their seven lamps, an emblem of the seven days of 
creation and rest, which Uirre emblems of the seven 
planets. Nor l|||^inly oug; ‘ .u;eient Jewish emblems 
to be explaUll4:;|l7 omw than according to ancient 
Jewish, and tdMi'llentUe, notions. Bee of the Wa^, b. 

I, eh. sixxUSf tettS. 


them dll deserved to obtain that honour, on 
account of his virtue. And w'heu be had 
gathered the multitude togetiier, he gave 
them an account of Aaron’s virtue, mid of 
his good-will to them, and of tlie dangers he 
had undergone for their sakes. Upon v^hich, 
when tliey had given testimony to him in all 
respects, and showed their readiness to receive 
him, Moses said to them, ** O you Israelites, 
this work is already brought to a conclusion, in 
a manner most acceptable to God, and accord- 
ing to our abilities. And now since you see 
that he is received into this tabernacle, we 
shall first of all stand in need of one that may 
officiate for us, and may minister to the sacri- 
fices, and to the prayers that are to be put up 
for us; and indeed had the inquiry after such 
a person been left to me, 1 should liave 
thought myself worthy of this honour, both 
because all men are naturally fond of them- 
selves, and because I am conscious to myself 
that I have taken a great deal of pains for 
your deliverance ; hut now God himself has 
determined that Aaron is worthy of this ho- 
nour, and has chosen him for ins priest, as 
knowing him to he the most righteous person 
among you. So that he is to put o i the vest- 
ments which are consecrated to God ; he is 
lo have the care of the altars, and to make 
provision for the sacrifices ; and he it is that 
must put up prayers for you to God, who will 
readily hear (hem, not only because he is 
himself solicitous for your nation, . hut also 
because he w'ill receive them as oilered by 
one that he halh himself cho.sen to this 
office. ”f 'J'he Hebrews were pleased with 
what wa.s said, ami they gave th'.ir approba- 
tion to him whom God hud ordained ; foi 
Aaron was, of them all, the most deserving 
of this honour, on account of his own stock 
and gift of prophecy, and his brother's virtue. 
He had at that time four sons, Nadab, Ahi- 
hu, Eleazer, and Ithainar. 

ii. Now Moses commanded them to make 
use of all the utensils which were more than 
were necessary to the structure of the taber- 
nacle, for covering the tabernacle itself, the 
eaiuilestick, and altar of incense, and the other 
vessels, that they might not he at all hurt 
when they journeyed, either by the rain, or 
by the rising of the dust. And when he had 
gathered the multitude together again, he or- 
dained that they should oiler half a shekel 
for every man, as an oblation (b God ; which 
shekel is a i^iece among the Hebrews, and is 
equal to four Athenian drachmae, | Where- 

f It is well worth our observation, that the two prin- 
cipal qualifications required In this section, for the con- 
stitution of the first nigh-pricst, (viz. that he should 
have an excellent character for virtuous -and good ac- 
tions; as also that he should have the approbation of 
the praple,) arc here noted by Josephus, even where the 
nomination belonged to God nirnsclf ; which are the very 
seme qualifications which the Christian religion requirea 
In the choice of Christian bishops, priests, and deacons t 
as the Apostolical Constitutions inform us, b. ii, chap. HI. 

t This weight and value of the Jewish shekel, In the 
davs of Josephus, equal to about 'is. lOd. stevling, ls» by 
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upon they readily obeyed what Moses had 
commanded j and the number of the offerers 
was six hundred and live thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty. Now this money that was 
brought by riie men that were free, was given 
by such as were above twenty years old, but 
under fifty; and what was collected was spent 
in the uses of the tabernacle. 

S. Moses now purified the tabernacle and 
the priests ; which purification was performed 
after the following manner ; — He commanded 
them to take five hundred shekels of choice 
myrrh, an equal quantity of cassia, and half 
the foregoing weight of cinnamon and cala- 
mus (this last is a sort of sweet spice) ; to 
beat them small, and wet them with an hin of 
oil of olives (an Inn is our own country mea- 
sure, and contains two Athenian choaSf or 
congiuscs); then mix them together, and boil 
them, and prepare tljcm after the art of tin 
apothecary, and make them into a very sweet 
ointment; and afterward to take it to anoint 
and to purify the priests themselves, and all the 
tabernacle, as also the sacrifices. There were* 
also many, and those of various kinds, of 
sweet spices, that belonged to the tabernacle, 
and such as were of very great price, and were 
brought to the golden altar of incense, the na- 
ture of which 1 do not now describe, lest it 
should be troublesome to my readers ; hut in- 
cense • was to be oirered twice a-day, both 
before sun-rising and at sun-setting. They 
were also to keep oil already purified for the 
lamps ; three of which were to light all 
day long,-}* upon the sacred candlestick, before 
God, and the rest were to be lighted at the 
evening. 

4^ Now all was finished. Besaleel and 
Aholiab appeared to be the most skilful of 
the workmen ; for they invented finer works 
than what others had done before them, and 
were of great abilities to gain notions of what 
they were formerly ignorant of ; and of these, 
Besaleel was judged to be the best. Now! 
the whole time they were about this work was 
the interval of seven months ; and after this 
it was tliat was ended^the first year since their 
departure out of Egypt. But at the beginning 
of the second year, on the month Xanthicusy 
as the Macedonians call it, but on the month 
Nisan, as the Hebrews call it, on the new 
moon, they consecrated the tabernacle, and 
all its vessels, which 1 have already described. 

the teamed Jews, otftunl to beone*Afth larger tlwi were 
their old shekels ; which determination agrees ixjrfcctly 
with the remaining shekcliUiat have Samaritan inserin- 
tions, coined generally by Shntmthe Maecabce.aboutS.^) 
years before Josephus published his Antiquities, which 
never weigh more tlian Sis. 4|d., and commonly but 2s. 
i^d. See Heland Do Nummis fsamaritanorum, |>. 188. 

* 1'he incense was liere oflbred, according to Jose- 
phus’s opinion, before sun-rising, and at sun*sctting) but 
m the days of Pompey, aoeording to the same Josephus, 
were oiltered in the morning, and at the 
hour. AnUq. b. xiv,. clr. Iv, wcl. 3. 
o toay correct the opinions of the modem 

Kabblns, who say that only one of the seven lamps 
oumed In the day-time; whereas our .Miephus, an aye- 
witness, says there were three. 
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$, Now God showed himself pleased with 
the w'ork of the Hebrews, and did not permit 
their labours to lie in vain; nor did he dis. 
dain to make use of what they had made, but 
he came and sojourned with them, and pitch- 
ed his tabernacle in the lioly house. And in 
the foUowirig manner did he come to it 
The sky was clear, but there was a mist over 
the tabernacle only, encompassing it, but not 
with such a very deep and thick cloud as is 
seen in the winter season, nor yet in so thin a 
one as men might he able to discern any thing 
through it ; but from it there dropped a sweet 
dew, and such a one as showed the presence 
of God to those that desired and believed it. 

6. Now when Moses had bestowed such 
honorary presents on the workmen, as it was 
fit they should receive, who had wrought so 
well, he ofl’ered sacrifices in the open court o- 
the tabernacle, as God commanded him; a 
bull, a rain, and a kid of the goats, for a 
sin-ottering. Now I shall speak of what we 
do in our sacred offices in my discourse about 
sacrifices; and therein shall inform men in 
what cases Moses bid us offer a whole burnt- 
offering, and in what cases the law permits us 
to partake of them as of food. And when 
Moses had sprinkled Aaron’s vestments, himf 
self, and his sons, with the l)h>od of the beasts 
that were slain, and had purified them with 
spring waters and ointment, they became 
God’s priests. After this manner did he con- 
secrate them and their garments for seven 
days together. The same he did to the taber- 
nacle, qiid the vessels thereto belonging, l>ofh 
with oil first incensed, as I said, and with the 
blood of hulls and of rams, slain day by day 
one, according to its kind. But on the eighth * 
day he appointed a feast for llie people, and 
commanded them to otVer sacrifice according 
to their ability. Accordingly they contended 
one with anotlier, and were ambitious to ex- 
ceed each other in the sacrifices which they 
brought, and so fulfilled Moses’s injunctions. 
But as the sacrifices lay upon the altar, a sud- 
den fire was kindled from among lliem of its 
own accord, and appeared to the sight like 
fire from a flash of lightning, and consumed 
whatsoever was upon the altar, 

7. Hereupon an affliction befel Aaron, con- 
sidered as a man and a father, but was un- 
dergone by him with true fortitude ; for ho 
had indeed a firmness of soul in such acci- 
dents, and he thought this calamity came u|>- 
on him according to God’s will ; for whereas 
he had four sons, as I said before, the two 
elder of them, Nadab and Abilui, did not 
bring those sacrifices which Moses bade them 
bring, but which they used to otter formerly, 
and were burnt to death. Now when the fire 
rushed upon them, and began to burn them, 
nobody could quench it. Accordingly they 
died in this manner. And Moses hid their 
father and their brethren to take up their 
bodies, to carry them out of the camp, and to 
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bury them magnihcently. Now ihe multi- high-priest bare on his shoulders, which were 
tude lamented them, and were deeply aBccted sardonyxes (and I think it needless to describe 
at this their dcatli, which so unexpectedly be- their nature, they being known to everybody), 
fel them. But Moses entreated their broth- the one of them shined out W'hen God was 
ren and their father not to be troubled for present at their sacrifices ; I mean that which 
tliem, and to prefer the honourof God before was in the nature of a button on his right 
ibeir grief about them ; for Aaron had Already shoulder, bright rays darting out thence, and 
put o?i his sacred garments. being seen even by those that were most re- 

8. But Moses refused all that honour which mote ; which splendour yet was not before 
he saw the multitude ready to bestow upon natural to the stouc. This has appeared a 

him, and attended to nothing else but the ser-i „ ... ^ ^ 

• r j »T ® ^ n, 18; iH, /oMv, otfr /ot,); nay, till &iuJ’sre}ec 

Vice of God. He went no more up to mount non of the flivine commands in the war will; Amafck, 
Sinai: but he went into the tabernacle, and wbon he took upon him to act as he thought fit (l Sam. 
i 1 . II - r’lr 37), then this oracle left Saul enlirciv 

brought back answ’crs from God for what be (which indocni he had seldom consulted before, I Sam. 
prayed for. His habit was also that of a pri- xiv, 55; l Chron. x, H; xili, 5, Antiq. b. vii, ch. iv, 
vateman, and in all other circu.natancc.s h. 

behaved hitnst‘lf like one of tlio ennimon neo- and comulied with its diicotinns Uan, -viv 


would have it known that he did nothing else hi?,? r ^ 

- , , ... TT , , ® • nun up to destruction ioi his di.sobcdieiifc, did once af. 

but take care ot them. He also set down in terwards eudeavour tot ousuli (lod when it was too late, 
writing the form of their government, and those Oext would not then answer him, neither by dreams, 
1 .,. f , !• 1 .1 11 1 j nor by Urnn, nor by prophets (I .'?am. xxviii, t>). Nor 

laws, by obedience whereto they wouhi lead did any of David’s successors, the kiiujs of .ludah, that 
their lives so as to please God, and so as to wc h,50w of, consult (uxl by this oracle, till the veiy 
ko.r.. «... ........ I .u rr bribylonish captivity itself, when those kincs were atan 

have no quarrels one among another. How- end; they hiking upon them, I suppose, too much of 
ever, the laws he ordained were such as God <iesnotic power and royalty, and too little ow-ning the 
suggested to him; so I shall now discourse 

concerning th.at form of government, and answered by them. At the return of the t wo inbis, with - 
those law’« return of the kingly govciument, the rtsloi ation 

cnose taw S. cs peeled eh. v ii, ( 5 ; I Ksd. V, 10; 1 

9. I will now treat of what I before omit- Mace, iv, lo; xiv, ll). And Indeed it may seem to have 
ted, the garment of the high.priest : for he 


[Moses] left no room for the evil practices of 
[false] prophets; but if some of that sort 
should attempt to abuse the divine authority, 
he left it to God to be present at his sacrifices 
when he pleased, and when he pleased to be 
absent.* And he was willing this should be 
known, not to ihe Hebrews only, but to those 
foreigners also who were there. For as to 
those stones, f which wc told you before, the 


vity, at least in the days of that excellent high-priest, 

■ John n>reanus, whom Josephus esieemed as a king, a 
priest, and a proiihet; and who, he sa^s, foretold seve- 
ral things that came to pass amndingly ; but about the 
timeof his death, he here imidies, that this oraeie quite 
cca»ed, an<l nut before. The follow iiig higtnptit‘s(.s now 
putting diadems on their heads, and ruling according to 
their own will, and by their own authority, like the cilier 
kings of the Pagan loimtries about them ; so that while 
the (itxl of Israel wius allowed to be the .supreme King 
of Israel, and his directions lobe their aulheiitie guides, 
tiod gave them .such dircelious as their supreme king 
and governor; and they were properly under a theocracy, 
by this oracle of Urim, but no longer (see Dr. Beinard’s 


notes here); thougli I confess I cannot but esteem the 
left it to lu^li-priest Jaddus’s divine dream (Antiq. b. xi, chap. 
,scd, and viii, sect, 4), andthc high-priest Caiaphas’.. most remark* 


* Of this strange expression, that Moses * left I 
God to be present at his sacrifices when lie pleased, - ■••ku'wi 

when he pleaserl to absent,’ see the note on b. ii, able pnqihtvy (Johiixi, as iwo.sn.airreinains'or' 
1 .T • . ..... sjiccnuensof this ancient oracle, which properly belong- 

t 1 hose answers by the nmele ot Unm and Thum- ed to the Jewish high-pi iests: nor perhaps ought wven^ 
prr/cofmn, or, as Urely to forget that cm incut prophetic dream of mat 
me Septuagmt render thetn, revelation and truth, and Joscp.hus himself (one next to a high-priest, as of the 
denote nothing further, that I ,'«ee, but the shining stones family of the Asanioneans or Maccabees), as to the sue- 
" Ct^sionof Vespasian and 'I'iuis to the human empire 

afWf apertcetand and fh.-»t in the days of Nero, and before either ullba, 
wilt. to Ins iieople Israel: I say, these arswers, Otho, «>r Vitellius were Uumght of i» succeed him. (Of 

were not matle by the shining of the precious stones, : the \\ar, b. iii, chap, viii, sivt. 9.) I'lns 1 think itiav 
a ter an awkward manner, m the high-priest’s breast- j well bv Jixiked on as the very last instanJe of any tS 
plate, as the modern Rabbins vainly suppose ; for ccr- ' like the prophetic Urim among the .Jewish h^tion an^ 
taiiily the shining of the stoiH": might precede or ac- jujt preceded their fatal dcMiIaiion* but how it could 
emnpany the oracle, without itself (Telivering that ora- ' p»ss.\>ly ex>me to iki.ss that such great e«rb?r Jo“m 
S Murslmm and Dr. .Spcn.scr, should itSm tl It this 

hfmi*'' ‘ b«twct.n Ihc chiru- ; orado of Urim aiat 'iLiim i.n, w U. Mh« Jra£S^ u 

! l,i.ioWorold..r ll,«. U.c law of MccUhouldK^" 
hSt?l ilJ J«isephus here infpnnsus, two 'ordained m imitation of somewhurtike them among the 

directmnBtn hi- V* be presemt With, .and gave i was evidently to preserve the Israelites from the idula- 

cle(pesidc8angelicandproojfi'tV^moi.ltioji8)a^ ninIS n»t*ons, which indeed 

from the days of Mo -c.. - J J<J^limto LhS^ w «nera Jy none at all, it it most absurd to derive any 
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wonderful thing to such as have not so far cerning tliem, because I have resolved to coin- 
indulged themselves in philosophy, as to de- pose another work concerning our laws, 
spise Divine Revelation. Yet will I mention 
what is still more wonderful than this; for God 
declared beforehand, by those twelve stones 

which the high-priest bare on his breast, and CHAPTER IX. 

whicli were inserted into his breast-plate, 

when they should be victorious in battle ; for THE MANNEU OF OUll OFFERING SACRIFICES, 
so great a splendour shone forth from them 

before the army began to march, that all the § 1. I will now, however, make mention of 
people w'cre sensible of God’s being present a few of our laws which belong to purifica- 
for their assistance. Whence it came to pass tions, and the like sacred offices, since I am 
that those Greeks, who had a veneration for accidentally come to this matter of siicrihccs. 
our laws, because they coiiid not possibly These sacrifices wore of two sorts ; of those 
contradict this, called that breast-plate the sorts one was offered for private persons, and 
(h'acle. Now this breast-plate, and this sar- the other for the people in general ; and tliey 
donyx, left off shining two hundred years be- are done in two different ways : in the one 
fore I composed this book, God having been case, what is slain is burnt, as a whole burnt, 
displeased at the transgressions of his laws. Of offering, whence that name is given to it ; but 
which tilings we shall further discourse on a tlie other is a thank-offering, and is designed 
fitter opportunity; but I will now- go on with for feasting' those that sacrifice. I will speak 
my proposed narration. of the former. Suppose a private man offer 

10. The tabernacle being now consecrated, a burnt-offering, be must slay either a bull, a 
and a regular order being settled for the lamb, or a kid of the goats, and the two latter 
])riests, the multitude judged that God now of the first year, though of bulls be is per- 
dwelt among tlicui, and betook themselves to mitted to sacrifice those of a greater age ; but 
sacrifices and praises to God, as being now all burnt-offerings arc to be of males. When 
delivered from all expectation of evils, and they arc slain, the priests sprinkle the blood 
as entertaining a hopeful prospect of better round about the altar : they then cleanse the 
times hereafter. They offered also gifts to | bodies, and divide them into parts, and salt 
God, some as common to the whole nation, [them with salt, and lay them upon the altar, 
and others as peculiar to themselves, and while the pieces of wood are piled one upon 
tlicse tribe by tribe; for the heads of the another, and the fire is burning; they next 
tribes combined together, two by two, and cleanse the feet of the sacrifices and the in- 
brought a waj^iigon and a yoke of oxen. These wards in an accurate manner, and so lay them 
amounted to six, and they carried the taber- .to the rest to be purged by the fire, while 
nacle when they journeyed. Besides which, the priests receive the hides. Tltis is the way 
each head of a tribe brought a bowl, and a of offering a burnt. ottering, 
charger, ainl a spoon, of ten darics, full of 2. But those that offer thank-offerings do 
incense. Now the charger and the bowl were I indeed sacrifice the same creatures, but such 
of silver, and together llicy weighed two bun- las ;ire unblemished, and above a year old; 
ilred shekels, but the bowl cost no more than ! liowever, they may take either males or fe- 
n’venty sliekels ; and these were full of fine | males. They also sprinkle the altar with their 
Hour mingled with oil, such as they used on blood; but tlioy lay upon the altar the kid- 
the altar about the sacrifices. They brought neys and the caul, and all the fat, and the 
also a young bullock, and a ram, with a Jamb . lobe of the livtr, together with the rump of 
of a year old, for a whole burnt-offering; as I the lamb; then, giving the breast and the 
also a goat for the forgiveness of sins. Every j right shoulder to the priests, the offerers feast 
one of the heads of . the tribes brought also j upon the remainder of the ttesh for two days ; 
other sacrifices, called fjeace-jfftrings for every j and what remains they burn, 
day two bulls, and live rams, with lambs of 3. The sacrifices for sins are offered in the 
a year old, and kids of the goats. These same manner as is the thank-offering. But 
heads of tribes were twelve days in sacrificing, Utose who are unable to purchase complete 
one sacrificing every day. Now Moses w'ent Edifices, otter two pigeons, or turtle doves ; 
no longer up to mount Sinai, but went into 'the one of which is made a burnt-offering to 
the tabernacle, and learned of God what they God, the other they give as food to the priests, 
were to do, and what laws should be made;! But w^e shall treat more accurately about the 
which laws w'ere preferable to \irhal have.been l oblation of these creatures in our discourse 
devised by human uiidevstandifig, and proved 'jyoncerning sacrifices. But if a person fall 
to be firmly obsiervcd for all time to come, as ! into sin by ignorance, he offers an ewq lamb, or 
hc'"g believed to be tlie gift of God, inso-'a female kid of the goats, of the same age; 
niucli that the Ilebrews did not transgress and the j»r?ests sprinkle the blood at the altar, 
any of those law.s, either as tempted in limes' not after the former manner, but at the corjiers 
«l peace by luxury, or in times of war bydi||^ of it. They also bring the kidneys and the 
tr ess of attiiirs. iiut I say no more here oon- rest of the fat, together wdth the lobe of the 
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liver, to the altar, while the priests bear away 
the hides and the Hesh, , and spend it in the 
holy place, on the same day ;* for the law 
does not permit them to leave of it until the 
morning. But if any one sin, and is conscious 
of it himself, but hath nobody that can prove 
it upon him, he offers a ram, the law enjoin- 
ing him so to do ; the ffesli of which the priests 
eat, as before, in the holy place, on the same 
day. And if the rulers offer sacrifices for 
their sins, they bring the same oblations that 
private men do ; only they so far differ, that 
they are to bring for sacrifices a bull or a kid 
of tl>e goats, both males. 

4. Now the law requires, both in private 
and public sacrifices, that the finest ffour be 
also brought ; for a lamb the measure of one 
tenth deal, — for a ram two, — and for a bull 
three. Tliis they consecrate upon the altar, 
when it is mingled with oil ; for oil is also 
brought by those that sacrifice; for a bull the 
half of .'ll! iu’n, and for a ram the third part of 
the same measure, and one quarter of it for 1 
a lamb. This hin is an ancient JIehrewmea>| 
sure, and is equivalent to two Athenian choasj 
( or congiiises). They bring the same quantity 
of oil which they do of wine, and they pour the 
wine about the altar; but if any one does not| 
offer a complete sacrifice of animals, but brings 1 
fine flour only for a vow, he throws a handful 
upon the altar as its first fruits, while the i>riests 
take the rest for their food, either hoi led or 
mingled with oil, but made into cakes of bread. 
But whatsoever it be that a priest himself of- 1 
fers, it must of necessity be all burnt. Now j 
the law forbids us to sacrifice any animal at 
the same time with its dam : and, in other 
cases, not till the eighth day after its birtli. 
Other sacrifices there are also appointed for 
escaping distempers, or for other occasions, in 
which meat-offerings are consumed, together 
with the animals that are sacrificed ; of which 
it in not lawful (o leave any part till the iiL-xt 
day, only the priests are to take their own 
share. 


CHAPTER X. 

CONCERNING THE FESTIVALS ; AND HOW EACH 
DAY OF SUCH FESTIVAL IS TO JBK OBSERVED. 

§ 1. The law requires, that out of the pub- 
lic expenses a lamb of the first year be killed 
every day, at the beginning and at the ending 

• What Rrland well observes here, out of Josephus, 
as compared with the law of Moses, Lev. vii, li (that 
the eating of the sacrifice the same ilay it was offlTcd, 
seems to inean only bcfoie the morning of tfie next, al- 
though the latter I'art, i. e. the night, be in strictness 
part of the next dav, iu cording to the Jewish reckonJng) 
IS greatly to beoixserved jpon other qo asiuns also. The 
Jewish maxim, in ‘ f uses, it seeina, is this: That the i 
day goes before the iukuL ; s^nd this aiipcars to me to he • 
the fimage both of tl^c Old and New Testanieiit. Kne I 
also tlfMy on Antiq, y, iv, di. iv, sect. 4, and ftcland’s 
, chap, vii), suet. tS. 


of the day ; but on the seventh day, which is 
called the Sabbatlif thc 7 kill two, and sacrifice 
them in the same manner. At the new moon, 
they both perform the daily sacrifices, and slay 
two bulls, with seven lambs of the first year, 
and a kid of the goats also, for the expiation 
of sins ; that is, if they have sinned through 
ignorance. 

2. But on the seventh month, wliich the 
Macedonians call H^perbere/eeust they make 
an addition to those already inentiuucd, and 
sacrifice a bull, a ram, and seven lambs, and 
a kid of the goats, for sins. 

3. On the tenth day of the same lunar 
month, they fast till the evening ; and this day 
they sacrifice a bull, and two rams, and seven 
lambs, and a kid of the gouts, for sins. And, 
besides these, they bring two kids of the goats; 
tlie one of which is sent alive out of the limits 
of the camp into the wilderness for the scape 
goat, and to be an expiation for the sins of tlie 
whole multitude; but the other is brought 
into a place of great cleanness within the li- 
mits of the camp, and is there burnt, with its 
skin, without any sort of cleansing. With 
this goat was burnt a bull, not brought by the 
people, but by the high-priett, at bis own 
charges; which, when it was slain, be brought 
of the blood into the holy place, togetlier with 
the blood of the kid of the goats, and sprinkled 
the ceiling with his finger seven times, as also 
its pavement, and again as often toward the 
most holy place, and about the golden altar 
he also at last brings it into the open court, 
and sprinkles it about the great altar. Besides 
this, ti v**' set the extremities, and the kidneys, 
and the /at, with the lobe of the liver, upon 
the altar. The high-priest likewise presents 
a ram to God as a hurnt-ofrering. 

4. Upon the fifteenth day of the same 
month, when the season of the year is chang- 
ing for winter, the law enjoins us to pitch ta- 
bernacles in every one of our bouses, so tVat 
we preserve ourselves from the cold of that 
time of the year ; as also tliat when we should 
arrive at our own country, and come to that 
city which we should have then for our metro- 
polis, because of the temple therein to be built, 
and kee]) a festival for eight days, and offei 
burnuollerings, and sacrifice thank-offerings, 
that we should then carry in our hands a 
branch of myrtle, and willow, and a bough of 
the palm-tree, with the addition of the pome- 
citron. That the bumtsoff'ering on the first 
of those days was to be a sacrifice of thirteen 
bulls, and fourteen lambs, and fifteen rams, 
with tlie addition of a kid of the goals, as a.i 
expiation for sins: and on the fulkming da)8 
the same number of Jambs, and of rams, with 
the kids of the goats; but abating one of the 
bulls every day til) they amounted to seven 
only. On (he eighth day all work was laid 
aside, and then, as we said before, they sacr - 
fleed to God u bullock, a ram, and seven lamt ^ 
with a kid ol‘ the goats, an expiation >1 



CHAP. XI. 


antiquities of the jews. 97 


sins. And this is the accustomed solemnity bread**, witfiout leaven, of twenty-four tenth 
of the Hebrews, when they pitch their taber- deals of flour, for so much is spent upon this 
nacles. bread ; two heaps of these were baked ; they 

5. In the month of Xanthicus, which is by were baked the day before the Sabbath, but 
us called Msan, and is the beginning of our were brought into the holy place on the morn- 
year, on tlie fourteenth day of the lunar month, ing of the Sabbath, and set upon the holy ta- 
when the sun is in Aries (for in this month it ble, six on a heap, one loaf still standing over- 
was that we were delivered from bondage un- against another ; where two golden cups full of 
der the Egyptians), the law ordained that we frankincense were also set upon them, and there 
should every year slay that sacrifice which I they remained till another Sabbath, and then 
before told you we slew when we came out of other loaves were brought in their stead, while 
Egypt, and which was called the Passovers the loaves were given to the priests for their 
and so we do celebrate this passover in com- food, and the frankincense was burnt in that 
panics, leaving nothing of what we sacrifice sacred fire wherein all their oiierings were 
till the day following. The feast of unleav- burnt also ; and so other frankincense was set 
ened bread succeeds that of the passover, and upon the loaves instead of what was there be- 
falls on the fifteenth day of the month, and fore. The [high] priest also, of his own 
continues seven days, wherein they feed on charges, offered a sacrifice, and that twice 
unleavened bread ; on every one of which days every day. It was made of flour mingled 
two bulls are killed, arid one ram, and seven with oil, and gently baked by the fire; the 
lambs. Now these lambs are entirely burnt, quantity was one tenth deal of flour ; he 
besides the kid of the goats which is added to brought the half of it to the fire in the morn- 
all the rest, for sins; for it is intended as a ing, and the other half at night. The account 
feast for the priest on every one of those days, of these sacrifices 1 shall give more accurately 
Hut on the second day of unleavened bread, hereafter; but I think I have premised what 
which is the sixteenth day of the month, they for the present may be sufficient concerning 
first partake of the fruits of the earth, for be- tliem. 

fore that day they do not touch them. And 
while they suppose it proper to honour God, 

from whom they obtain this plentiful provision, CXI APTEtt XI. 

in the first place, they otter the first-fruits of 

their barley, and that in the manner followin OF THE PURIFICATIONS. 

They take a handful of the ears, and dry them, 

then beat them small, and purge the barley [§ 1. HjosES took out the tribe of Levi from 
fiotn the bran ; they then bring one tenth deal communicating with the rest of the people, 
to the altar, to God ; and, casting one handful and set them apart to be a holy tribe ; and 
of it upon the fire, they leave the rest for the purified them by water taken from perpetual 
use of the priest; and after this it is that they springs, and with such sacrifices as were iisu- 
may publicly or privately reap tiieir harvest, ally offered to God on the like occasions. He 
They also at this participation of the first-fruits delivered to them also the tabernacle, and the 
of the earth, sacrifice a lamb, as a burnt-offer- sacred vessels, and the other curtains, which 
ing to God. were ijnadu for covering the tabernacle, that 

6. When a week of weeks has passed over they might niinister under the conduct of the 
after this sacrifice (which weeks contain forty priests, who had been already consecrated to 
and nine days), on the fiftieth day, which is God. 

Pentecost, but is called by the Hebrews .^sor- 2. He also determined concerning animals; 
t/utf which signifies Pentecost, they bring to which of them might be used for food, and 
God a loaf, made of wheat flour, of two tenth which they wer% obliged to abstain from ; 
deals, with leaven; and for sacrifices they bring which matters, when ‘this work shall give me 
two lambs; and when they have only present- occasion, shall be farther explained ; and the 
ed them to God, they are made ready for sup- causes shall be added, by which he was moved 
per for the )>riests ; nor is it permitted to leave to allot some of them to be our food, and en- 
any thing of them till the day following. They joined us to abstain from others. However, 
also slay three bullocks for a burnt-oflering, he entirely forbade us the use of blood for 
and two rams ; and fourteen lambs, with two food, and esteemed it to contain the soul and 
kids of the goats, for sins ; nor is there any spirit. He also forbade us to eat the flesh of 
one of the festivals but in it they offer burnt- an animal that died of itself, as also the caul, 
offerings ; they also allow themselves to rest and the fat of goats, and sheep, and bulls, 
on every one of them. Accordingly, the law 3. He also ordered, that those whose bodies 
prescribes in them all what kinds they arc to were afflicted with leprosy, and who had a 
sacrifice, and how they arc to rest entirely, and gonorrhoea, should not come into the city; * 
nmst slay sacrifices, in order to feast upon 
them. 


oaxea bread j was set OQi the table of shew- he knew lo well long an^wards. 
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nay, he removed the women, when they had tioned time appointed for tliem, they perform 
their natural purgations, till the seventh day ; their sacrifices, the priests distribute them be- 
after which he looked on them as pure, and fore God. 

permitted them to come in again. The law 6. But if any one suspect that his wife has 
permits those also who have taken care of fii- been guilty of adultery, he was to bring a 
nerals to come in after the same manner, when . tenth deal of barley flour ; they then cast one 
this number of days is over; but if any con- handful to God, anti gave the rest of it to tlte 
tinued longer than that number of days in a j priests for food. One of the priests set the 
state of pollution, the law appointed tho of- | woman at the gates that are turned towards 
fering two lambs for a sacrifice; the one of i the temple, and took the veil from her head, 
which they are to purge by fire, and for the and wrote the name of God on parchment, 
other, the priests take it for themselves. In and enjoined her to swear that slic had not at 
the same manner do those sacrifice who have ! all injured her husband ; and to wish that, if 
had the gonorrhoen. But he that sheds his she had violated her chastity, her right tiu'gh 
seed in his sleep, if he go down into cold wa- j might be put out of joint ; that her belly might 
ter, has the same privilege with those that have swell, and that she might die thus: but that 
lawfully accompanied with their wives. And if her husband, by the violence of his affec- 
for tlie lepers, he sufl'ered them not to come ' tion, and of the jealousy wliich arose from it, 
into the city at al’, nor to live with any others, had been rashly moved to this suspicion, that 
as if they were in effect dead persons ; but if , she might bear a male child in the tcntJi 
any one had obtained, by prayer to God, the ! month. Now when these oaths were over, 
recovery from that distemper, and liad gained J the priest wiped the name of God out of the 
a healthful complexion again, such a one re- I parchment, and wrung the water into a vial, 
turned thanks to God, with several sorts of; lie also took some dust out of the tcnuplc (if 
sacrifices; concerning which we will speak: any happened to be there), and put a little of 
hereafter. jit into the vial, and gave it licr to drink; 

4. Whence one cannot but smile at those j whereupon the woman, if she wore unjustly 
who say that Moses was liimself afllicted with ■ accused, conceived with child, and brought it 
tho leprosy wlien be fled out of Egypt, and I to perfection in her womb: but if sJie bad 
that be became the conductor of those who | broken her faith of wedlock to Ijer husband, 
on that account left that country, and led them | and had swortj falsely before God, she died 
into the land of Canaan ; for, bad this been in a reproachful manner : her thigh fell off 
true, Moses would not have made these laws from her, and her belly swelled with a dropsy, 
to his own dishonotir, which indeed it was And these arc the ceremonies about sacrifices, 
more likely he would have ojjposed, if others 
had endeavoured to introduce tliem ; and this 
the rather, because there are lepers in many 
nations, who yet are in honour, and not only 
free from reproach and avoidance, but who 
have been great captains of armies, and been 
entrusted wi^th high offices in the common- 
wealth, and have had the privilege of enter- 
ing into holy places and temples; so that no- 
thing hindered, but if cither Moses himself, 
or the multitude tliat was witii him, had been 
liable to such a misfortune in the colour of 

his skin, he might have made laws about them § 1. As for adultery, Moses forbade it en- 
for their credit and advant^e, and have laid tircly, as esteeming it a happy thing that me 
no manner of difficulty upon them. Accord. | should be wise in the afl'airs of wedlock; and 
ingly, it is a plain case, that it is out of vio- j tiiat it was profitable both to cities and fami- 
lent prejudice only that they report these things lies that children should be known to be ge- 
about us ; but Moses was pure from any such iiuine. He also abhorred men*s lying with 
distemper, and lived with countrymen who j their mothers, as one of the greatest crimes; 
were pure of it also, and thence made the and the like for lying wild the father’s wife, 
laws which concerned others that had thedis-jand with aunts, and sisters, and sons’ wives, 
temper. He did this for the honour of God ; as all instances of abominable wickedness, 
but as to these matters, let every one consider He also forbade a man to lie w'ith his wife 
them after what manner he pleases. when she was defiled by her natural purga- 

5. As to the women, when they have born tion : and not to come near brute beasts ; nor 
a child, Moses forbade them to come into the to approve of the lying with a male, which 
temple, or touch tiie sacrifices, before forty was to hunt after unlawful pleasures on «c- 
days w^re over, u. it to be a hoy; but! count of beauty. To those who W'ere guilty 

if fiw^rn a the iawjs that she can-^jof such insolent behaviour, he ordained death 
dt^hicd before twice that number of i for their punishment, 
da)^ and when after the before men | a. As for the priests, he prescribed to them 


land about the purifications thereto belonging, 

I which Moses provided for his countrymen. 
I He also prescribed the following lavvs to 
them ; — 


CHAPTER XII. 

SEVERAL LAW’S. 



CHAP. XU. 


99 


ANTIQUITIES OY THE JEWS. 


a double degree of purity ; * for he restrained 
them in the instances above, and moreover for- 
bade them to marry harlots. He also forbade 
them to marry a slave, or a captive, and such 
as got their living by cheating trades, and by 
keeping inns; as also a woman parted from 
her husband, on any account whatsoever. 
Nay, he did not think it proper for the high* 
priest to marry even the widow of one that 
was dead, though he allowed that to the 
priests ; but he permitted him only to marry 
a virgin, and to retain her. Whence it is 
that the high-priest is not to come near to one 
that is deail, although the rest arc not prohi- 
bited from coming near to their brethren, or 
parents, or children, when they are dead ; but 
they are to be iiiibleinished in all respects. 
He ordered that the priest, who had any blem- 
ish, should have his portion indeed among the 
priests ; but he forbade him to ascend the al- 
tar, or to enter into the holy house. He also 
enjoined them, not only to observe j)iirity in 
their sacred ministrations, but in their daily 
conversation, that it might be unblarneahlc 
also; and on this account it is that those who 
wear the sacerdotal garments are without spot, 
and eminent for their purity and sobriety : nor 
are they permitted to drink wine so long as 
they wear those girments.f Moreover, they 
offer sacrifices that are cnlire, and have no 
defect whatsoever. 

3. And truly Moses gave them all these 
precepts, being such as were observed during 
ids own life-time ; but though he lived now 
ii\ the wilderness, yet did he make provision 
how they might observe the same laws when 
they should have taken the land of Canaan, 
lie gave them rest to the land from plough- 
ing and planting every seventh year, as he had 
prescribed to them to rest from w'orking every 
seventh day ; and ordered, that then what grew 
of i*s own accord out of the earth, should in 
common belong to all that pleased to use it, 
making no ilistinction in that rcsj)ect between 
their own countrymen and foreigners; and he 
ordained, that they should do tiie same after 
seven times seven years, which in all are fifty 
, ye.'i and that fiftieth year is called by the 
Hebrews 7'he Jubilee^ vvberein debtors are 
freed from tlieir debts, and slaves are set at 
liberty; which slaves became sucli, though 
they were of the same stock, by transgressing | 
some of those laws the punislinicnt of which j 
was not capita^ but they were punished by 
this method of slavery. This year also re* 

* These words of JiMophus are remarkable, that the 
tawgiver of the Jews required of the priests a double 
degree of purity, i.a com|)arlson of that recjuiretl of the 
people, of which he gives several instances iinme liately. 
It was for certain the case also among the first Christians, 
of the clergy, in comparison of the laity, as the AiH»to* 
lical Ounstitntions and Canons everywhere inform us. 

t Wc must here note with Reland, that the pvecei>t 

g iven to tlie priests of not drinking wine while they wore 
to sacred garmciits, u et^uivalent to their abstinence 
from it all tno while thev ministered in tlie temple i be- 
cause they then always, and then only, wore those sacred 
garments, which were laid up there from one time of 
uimlstration to another. 


stores the land to its former possessors in the 
manner following ; — When the Jubilee is 
come, which name denotes liberty^ he that 
sold the land, and he that bought it, meet to- 
gether, and make an estimate, on one hand, 
of the fruits gathered ; and, on the other hand, 
of the expenses laid out upon it. If the fruits 
gathered come to more than the expenses laid 
out, he that sold it takes the land again ; but 
if the expenses prove more than the fruits, 
the present possessor receives of the former 
ow’ner tlie difference that was wanting, and 
leaves the land to him ; and if the fruits re- 
ceived, and the expenses laid out, prove equal 
to one another, the present possessor relin- 
quishes it to the former owners. Moses would 
have the same law obtain as to those houses 
also which w'ere sold in villages ; but he made 
a different law for such as w'erc sold in a city; 
j for if he that sold it tendered the purchaser 
his money again within a year, he was forced 
to restore it ; but in case a whole year had in- 
tervened, the purchaser was to enjoy what he 
I had bought. This was the constitution of the 
laws which Moses learned of God when the 
! camp lay under mount Sinai ; and this he de- 
, livered in writing to the Hebrews, 
j 4. Now when this settlement of laws seein- 
j ed to be well over. Muses thought fit at length 
to take a review of the host, as thinking it 
proper to settle the affairs of war. So he 
I charged the heads of the tribes, excepting the 
j tribe of Levi, to take an exact account of the 
number of those that were able to go to war ; 
’for asf to the I.evites lliey wore holy, and free 
j from all such burdens. Now when the peo- 
ple had been numbered, there were found six 
iimudred thousand that were able to go to 
, war, from twenty to fifty years of age, besides 
j three thousand six hundred and fifty. Instead 
of Levi, Moses took Manasseh, the soa of 
Joseph, among the heads of tribes ; and Eph- 
' raim instead of Joseph. It was indeed the de- 
sire of Jacob himself to Joseph, that he would 
give him his sons to be his own by adoption, 
as 1 have before related. 

5. When they set up the tabernacle, they 
received it into the midst of their camp, three 
of the tribes pitching their tents on each side 
of it ; and roads were cut through the midst 
of these tents. It was like a well appointed 
market ; and every thing was there ready for 
sale in due order ; and all sorts of artificers 
were in the shops ; and it resembled nothing 
so much as a city that sometimes was move- 
able, and sometimes fixed. The priests had 
the first places about the tabernacle ; then the 
Levites, who, because their whole multitude 
was reckoned from thirty days old, were 
twenty-three thousand eight hundred and 
eighu^ males ; and during the time that the 
cloud stood over the tabernacle, they thought 
proper to stay in tlie same place, as suppos- 
ing that God there inhabited among them; 
hut when tliat removed, they journeved 
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C. Moreover, Moses was the inventor of 
the form of their trumpet, which was made 
of silver. Its description is this; — In length 
it was little less than a cubit. It was com- 
posed of a narrow tube, somewhat thicker 
than a flute, but with so much breadth as was 
suflicient for admission of the breath of a 
man’s mouth : it ended the form of a bell, 
like common trumpets. Its sound w;is called 
in the Hebrew tongue Jlsosra* Two of these 
being made, one of them was sounded when 
they required the multitude to come together 
to congregations. When the first of them | 
gave a signal, the heads of the tribes were to 
assemble, and consult about the affairs to 
tliem properly belonging ; hut when they gave 
the signal by both of them, they called the 
multi tilde together. Whenever the tabernacle 
was removed, it was done in this solemn or- 
der ; — At the first alarm of the trumpet, those 
whose tents were on the east quarter prepared 
to remove ; whem ihc second signal was given, 
those that were on the south quarter did the 
like j in the next place, the tabernacle was 
taken to pieces, and was carried in the midst 
of six trii)es that went before, and of six that 
followed, all the Levites assisting about the 
faberimcle; when the third signal was given, 
lliat part which had tlieir tents towards the 
west put themselves in motion ; and at the 
fourth signal those on the north did so like- 
wise. They also made use of these trumpets 
in their sacred ministrations, when they were 
bringing their sacrifices to the altar, as well 
on the Sabbaths as on the rest of the [festival] 
days ; and now it was that JVIoses offered that 
sacrifice vvliich was called the Passover in the 
Wilderness, as the first he had offered after 
the departure out of Egypt. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

HOW MOSES REMOVED FROM MOUNT SINAI, AND 
CONDUCTED THE PEOl'l.E TO THE BORDERS 
OF THE CANAANITKS. 

A LITTLE while afterwards he rose up, and 
went from mount Sinai \ and, having pass- 
ed through several inansfons, of which we 
will speak anon, he came to a place called 
Hazerolh, where tlie innltiiiide began again to 
be mutinous, and to blame Moses for tlic mis- 
fortunes they, had suffered in their travels ; 
and that when he had persuaded them to leave 
a good land, they at once had lost that land, 
and instead of that happy state he had pro- 
mised them, they were still wandering in their 
present miserable condition, being already in 
want of water ; and if the manna shoul^ hap- 
pen to fail, they then ulU vly perish. 

Yet while t2)«vgcii«. illy spake many and 
fore fhinj^Hgw^t ilia man, tliere w'as one of 
Ifaom wba exhorted them not to be unmind- 


ful of Moses, and of what great pains he had 
been at about their common safety ; and not 
to despair of assistance from God. The mui- 
titiide thereupon became still more unruly, 
and more mutinous against Moses than be- 
fore. Hereupon Moses, although he was so 
basely abused by them, encouraged them in 
their despairing condition, and promised that 
he would procure them a great quantity of 
flesh-meat, and that not for a few days only, 
but for many days. This they vvere not will- 
ing to believe ; and when one of them asked 
whence he could obtain such vast plenty of 
what he promised, he replied, “ Neither God 
nor I, although we hear sucli opprobrious lan- 
guage from you, will leave off our labours 
for you; and this shall soon appear also.” 
As soon as ever he had said this, the whole 
camp was filled with quails, and they stood 
round about them, and gathered them in great 
numbers. However, it was not long ere 
God punished tiie Hebrews for their inso- 
lence, and those reproaches they had used to- 
wards him, for no small number of them 
died ; and still to this day the place retains 
the memory of this destruction, and is named 
Kibroth-hattaavah, which is, The- Graves oj 
Lust. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

HOW MOSES SENT SOME PERSONS TO SEARCH 
OUT THE LAND OF THE CANAANITKS, AND 
THE LARGENESS OF THEIR CITIE’.S ; AND 
FARTHER, THAT WHEN THOSE WHO WERE 
SENT WERE RETURNED, AlTER FORTY DAYS, 
AND REPORTED THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE 
A MATCH FOR THEM, AND EXTOLLED THE 
STRENGTH OF THE CANAANITKS, THE MUL- 
TITUDE WERE DISTl!RBED, AND FELL INTO 
DESPAIR ; AND WERE RESOLVED TO STONE 
AlOSl S, AND TO RETURN BACK AGAIN INTO 
EGYUr, AND SERVE THE EGYPTIANS. 

§ I. When IMoses had led the Hebrews aw'ay 
from thence to a place called Paran, which was 
near to the borders of the Canaanites, and a 
place difficult to be continued in, he gathered 
the imiltitudc together to a congregation ; 
and standing in the midst of them, he said. 
Of the two things that God determined to 
bestow upon us. Liberty, and the Possession 
of a Happy Country, the one of them ye aL 
ready arc partakers of, by the gift of God» 
and the other you will quickly obtain; for 
we now have our abode near the borders of 
the Canaanites, and nothing can hinder the 
acquisition of it, when we now at last are 
fallen upon it : I say, not only no king nor 
city, but neither the whole race of mankind, 
if they were all gathered together, could do 
it. Let us therefore prepare ourselves for 
the work, for the Canaanites will not resign 
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up their land to us without fighting, but it 
must be wrested from them by great struggles 
in war. Let us then send spies, who may 
take a view of the goodness of the land, and 
what strength it is of ; but, above all things. 
Ictus be of one mind, and Ictus honour God, 
who above all is our helper and assistcr.** 

2. When Moses had said thus, the multi- 
tude requited him with marks of respect; 
and chose twelve spies, of the most eminent 
men, one out of each tribe, who, passing over 
all tlie land of Canaan, from the borders of 
Egypt, came to the city Hamath, and to 
mount Lebanon ; and having learned the na- 
ture of the land, and of its inhabitants, they 
came home, having sj>ent forty days in the 
whole work. They also brought with them 
of the fruits wliich the land bare; they also 
showed them the excellency of those fruits, 
and gave an account of the great quantity of 
the good things that land afforded, which were 
motives to the multitude to go to war. But 
then they terrified them again with the great 
difHculty there was in obtaining it ; that the 
rivers were so large and deep that they could 
not be passed over ; and that the hills were so 
high that they could not travel along for 
them; th<at the cities were strong with walls, 
and their firm fortifications round about 
them. They told them also, that they found 
at Hebron the posterity of the giants. Ac- 
fordingly these spies, who had seen the land 
of Canaan, when they perceived that all thfcse 
ditticuUies were greater there than they had 
met with since tliey came out of Egypt, they 
were ailVighted at them themselves, and en- 
deavoured to affright the multitude also. 

3. So they supposed, from what they liad 
heard, that it was impossible to get the pos- 
session of the country. And when the congre- 
gation was dissolved, they, tlieir wives aiu 
children, continued their lamentation, as if 
God would not indeed assist them, but only 
promised them fair. They also again blamed 
Moses, and made a clamour against him and his 
brother Aaron, the high-priest. According- 
ly they passed that night very ill, and with 
contumelious language against them ; but in 
the morning they ran to a congregation, in- 
tending to stone Moses and Aaron, and so to 
return back into Egypt. 

4. But of ihe spies, there were Joshua, the 
son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, aiul 
Caleb of the tfibe of Judah, that were nfruici 
of the consequence, and came into the midst 
of them, and stilled the multitude, and de- 
sired them to be of good courage ; and nei- 
ther to condemn God, as having told them 
lies, nor to hearken to those who had affright 
ed them, by telling them what was not true 
concerning tlic Canaanites, but to those that 
encouraged them to hope for good success; 
and that they should gain possession of tlie 
happiness promised them, because neither the 
height of mountains nor the depth of rivers 


could hinder men of true courage from at- 
tempting them, especially while God would 
take care of them beforehand, and be assist- 
ant to them. “ Let us then go,’* said they, 
against our enemies, and have no suspicion 
of ill success, trusting in God to conduct us, 
and following those that are to be our lead- 
ers.** Thus did these two exhort them, and 
endeavour to pacify the rage they were in. 
But Moses and Aaron fell on the ground, and 
besought God, not for their own deliverance, 
but that he would put a stop to what the peo- 
ple w'ere unwarily doing, and would bring 
their minds to a quiet temper, which were 
now disordered by their present passion. The 
[:loud also did now appear, and stood over the 
tabernacle, and declared to them the presenco 
of God to be there. 


CHAPTER XV. 

HOW MOSES WAS DISPLEASED AT THIS, AND 
FORETOLD THAT GOD WAS ANGRY, AND 
THAT THEY SHOULD CONTINUE IN THE WIL- 
DERNESS FOR FOR'IY YEARS, AND NOT, D CU- 
ING THAT TIME, EITHER RETURN INTO E- 
GYPl’, OR TAKE POSSESSION OF CANAAN. 

1. Moses came now boldly to the multi- 
tude, and informed them that God was moved 
at their abuse of him, and would inflict pu. 
nishment upon them, not indeed such as they 
deservUl for their sins, but siich as parents 
inflict on their children, i\i order to their cor- 
rection: For, he said, that when he was in the 
tabernacle, and was bewailing with tears that 
destruction which w as coming upon them, God 
put him in mind what things he had done for 
them, and what benefits they had received 
from him, and yet how ungrateful they had 
been to him ; tliat just now they had been in- 
duced, through the timorousness of the spies, 
to think that their words were truer than his 
owm promise to them ; and that on this ac- 
count, though he would not indeed destroy 
them all, nor utterly exterminate their nation, 
which he had honoured more than any other 
part of mankind, yet he would not permit 
them to take possession of the land of Canaan, 
nor enjoy its happiness; but would make 
them wander in the wilderness, and live with- 
out a fixed habitation, and without a city, for 
forty years together, as a punishment for this 
their transgression ; but that he hath promised 
to give that land to our children, and that he 
would make them the possessors of those^ood 
things which, by your ungoverned p^sions, 
you have deprived yourselves of. 

2. When Moses had discoursed thus to 
them, according to the direction of God, the 
multitude grieved, and were in affliction; and. 
entreated Moses to procure their reconcilia- 
tion to God, and to permit tliem no longer tc 
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wander in tlie wilderness, but to bestow cities 
upon them ; init he replied, that God would 
not admit of any such trial, for that God was 
not moved to this determination from any liu- 
inan levity or anger, but that he had judici- 
ally condemned them to that punishment. 
Now we are not to disbelieve that Moses, 
who was but a single person, pacified so many 
ten thousands when they were in anger, and 
converted them to a mildness of temper ; for 
God w’as with liim, and prepared the way to 
his persuasions of the multitude ; and as they 
had often been disobedient, they were now 
sensible that such disobedience was disadvan- 
tageous to tiicm, and that they had still tliere- 
by fallen into calamities. 

3. But this man was admirable for his vir- 
tue, and powerful in making men give credit 
to what he delivered, not only during the 
time of iiis natural life, hut even there is still 
no one of the Hebrews who does not act even 
now as if Moses were present, and ready to 
punish him if he should do any thing that is 
indecent ; miy, there is no one but is obedi- 
ent to what laws he ordained, although they 
might be concealed in their transgressions. 
There arc also many other demonstrations 
chat his power was more than human, for still 
some there have been, who have come from 
the parts beyond Euphrates, a journey of four 
months, through many dangers, and at great 
expenses, in honour of our temple ; and yet, 
when they had offered their oblations, could 
not partake o^f their own sacrifices, because 
Moses had forbidden it, by somewh4l in the 
law that did not permit them, or somewhat 
cliat iiad befallen tliem, which our ancient cus- 
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toms made inconsistent therewith; some of 
these did not sacrifice at all, and others left 
their sacrifices in an imperfect condition ; nay, 
many were not able, even at first, so much as 
to enter into the temple, but went their ways 
in this state, as preferring a submission to the 
laws of Moses before the fulfilling of their own 
inclinations, even when they had no fear upon 
them that any body could convict them, but 
only out of a reverence to their .own con- 
science. Thus this legislation, which appear- 
ed to be divine, made this man to be esteemed 
as one superior to his own nature. Nay, far- 
ther, a little before the beginning of tfiis 
war, when Claudius was emperor of the Ro- 
mans, and Ismael w'as our high-priest, and 
when so great a famine* was come upon us, 
that one tenth deal [of wheat] M'assold for four 
drachmae, and when no less than seventy cori 
of flour were brought into the temple, at the 
feast of unleavened bread (these cori are 
thirty-one Sicilian, but forly-onc Athenian 
medimni), not one of the jrriests was so hardy 
as to eat one crumb of it, even while so great 
a distress was upon the land ; and this out of 
a dread of the law, and of that wrath whic'n 
God retains against acts of wickedness, even 
when no one can accuse the actors. Whence 
we are not to wonder at what was then done, 
while to this very day the writings left by Mo- 
ses have so great a force, that even those that 
j hate us do confess, that he who esUiblished 
I thfs settlement was God, and that it w'ns by 
‘ the means of Moses, and of his virtue ; but 
as to tliese matters, let every one take them 
as he thinks fit. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THlllTY-EIGIIT YEARS. 

FROM THE REJECTION OF THAT GENERATION, TO THE 
DEATH OF MOSES. 


CHAPTER I. 

THE riGHT OF THE HEBREWS WITH THE CA- 
NAANITES, W'lTHOUT THE CONSENT OF MO- 
8£8 ; AND THEIA DEFEAT. 

$ 1. Now life oi um Hebrews in the 
wilderneM ww» so di.sagreeable and trouble- 
some to and they were so uneasy at it, 


that although God had forbidden them to 
meddle with the Canaanites, yet could they 
not bo persuaded to be obedient to the words 
of Moses, and to be quiet ; but supposing 
they should be able to beat their enemies, 
even without his approbation, they accused 

This great famine in the days of Claudius, is agaua 
menrioneoT in Aiitiq. b. xx. chap. 11. sect. 6i and AeG 
xi. SB, 
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him, and suspected that he made it his busi- 
ness to keep them in a distressed condition, 
that they might always stand in need of his 
assistance. Accordingly they resolved to fight 
with the Canaanites, and said that God gave 
them Ills assistance, — not out of regard to 
Moses’s intercessions, but because he took care 
of their entire nation, on account of their 
forefathers, whose affairs he took under his 
own conduct ; as also, that it was on account 
of their own virtne that he had formerly pro- 
cured them their liberty, and would be assist- 
ing to them, now they were willing to take 
pains for it. They also said that they were pos- 
sessed of abilities sufficient for the conquest of 
their enemies, although Moses should have a 
mind to alienate God from them ; that, how- 
ever, it was for their advantage to bo their 
own masters, and not so far to rejoice in their 
deliverance from the indignities they endured] 
under the Egyptians, as to bear the tyranny 
of Moses over them, and to suffer themselves 
to be deluded, and live according to his plea- 
sure, as though God did only foretell what con- 
cerns us out of his kindness to him, as if they 
were not all the posterity of Abraham j that 
God made him alone the author of all the 
knowledge w’e have, and we must still learn 
:X from him ; that it would be a piece of pru- 
dence to opiK)se his anogant pretences, and 
to put their confidence in God, and to resolve 
to take possession of that land which he had 
promised them, and not to give ear to him, 
who, on this account, and under the pretence 
of divine authority, forbade them so to do. 
Considering, therefore, the distressed state 
they were in at present, and that in those de- 
sert places they w-ere still to expect things 
would be worse with them, they resolved to 
fight w ith the Canaanites, as submitting only 
to God, their supreme commander, and not 
w'aiting for any assistance from their legisla- 
tor. 

2. When, therefore, they had come to this 
resolution, as being best for them, they went 
against their enemies ; but those enein«es were 
not dismayed either at the attack itself, or at 
the great multitude that made it, and received 
them with great courage. Many of the He- 
brews were slain ; and the remainder of the 
army, upon the disorder of their troops, were 
pursued, and fled, after a shameful manner, 
to their camp. Whereupon this unexpected 
misfortune m^e them quite despond ; and 
they hoped for nothing that was good ; as ga- 
thering from it, that tliis affiiction came from 
the wrath of God, because they rashly went 
out to war without his approbation. 

3. But when Moses saw how deeply they 
were affected with this defeat, and being afraid , 
lest the enemies should grow insolent upon ' 
this victory, and should be desirous of gaining 
still greater gipry, and should attack them, he 
resolved that it was proper to withdraw the 
army into the wilderness to a further distance 
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from tlie Canaanites *. so the multitude gave 
themselves up again to his conduct ; for they 
were sensible that, without liis care for them, 
their affairs could not be in a good condition; 
and he caused thc/host to remove, and he went 
farther into tlie wilderness, as intending there 
to let them rest, and not to permit them to 
fight the Canaanites before God should afford 
them a more favourable opportunity. 


CHAPTER II. 

THE SEDITION OF CORAH AND OF THE MULTI- 
TUDE AGAINST MOSES, AND AGAINST HIS 
BROTHER, CONCERNING THE PRIESTHOOD. 

§ 1. That which is usually the case of great 
armies, and especially upon ill success, to be 
hard to be pleased, and governed w-ith diffi- 
culty, did now befal the Jews ; for they be- 
ing in number six hundred tboiisand, and, by 
reason of their great multitude, not readily 
subject to their governors, even in prosperity, 
they at this time were more than usually an- 
gry, bodi against one another and against 
their leader, because of the distress they were 
in, and the calamities they then endured. Such 
a sedition overtook them, as wc have not the 
like example either among the Greeks or the 
Barbarians, by which they were in danger of 
being all destroyed, but were notwithstanding 
saved by iMoses, who would not remembe* 
that'he had been almost stoned to death by 
them. Nor did God neglect to prevent their 
ruinj but, notwithstanding the indignities they 
had offered their legislator and the laws, and 
their disobedience to the commandments which 
he had sent them by Moses, he delivered them 
from those terrible calamities, which, without 
his providential care, had been brought upon 
them by this sedition. So I will first explain 
the cause w’hcnce this sedition arose, and then 
will give an account of the sedition itself ; as 
also of what settlements Moses made for theii 
government, after it was over. 

2. Corah, a Hebrew of principal account 
both by his family and by his wealth, one that 
was also able to speak well, and one that could 
easily persuade the people by his speeches, saw 
that Moses was in an exceeding great dignity, 
and was uneasy at it, and envied him on that 
account (he was of the same tribe with Moses, 
and of kin to him), was particularly grieved, 
because he thought he better deserved that 
honourable post on account of his great riches, 
and not inferior to him in his birth. So he 
raised a clamour against him among the Le- 
vtte?, W’ho were of the same tribe, and espe- 
oially among his kindred, saying, “ That it w’as 
a very sad thing that they should overlook 
Moses, while he hunted after, and paved the 
way to glory for himself, and by ill arts should 
obtain it, under the pretence of God’s com- 
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mand, while, contrary to the laws, he had 
given the priestliood to Aaron, not by the 
common suflrage of the multitude, but by his 
own vote, as bestowing dignities in a tyranni- 
cal way on whom he pleased.** He added, 
“ That this concealed way of imposing on them 
was harder to be borne than if it had been 
done by an open force upon them, because 
he did now not only take away their power 
vrithout their consent, but even while they 
were unapprized of his contrivances against 
them ; for whosoever is conscious to himself 
that he deserves any dignity, aims to get it by 
persuasion, and not by an arrogant metbod of 
violence; but those that believe it impossible 
to obtain those honours justly, make a show 
of goodness, and do not introdiiccf force, hut 
by cunning tricks grow wickedly .powerful : 
that it was proper for the multitude to punish 
such men, even while they think themselves 
concealed in their designs, and not suiler them 
to gain strength till they have them for their 
open enemies. For what account,’* added 
he, “ is Muses able to give, why he has be- 
stowed the priestliood on Aaron and his sons ? 
for if God had determined to bestow that ho- 
nour on one of the tribe of Levi, I am more 
worthy of it than he is; I myself belhg equal 
to Moses by iny family, and superior to him 
both in riche.s and ip age: but if God had de- 
termined to bestow it on the eldest tribe, that 
of Reuben might have it most justly; and then 
Dathan, and Abirani, and [On, the son of] 
Peleth, w’ould have it ; for these arc the old- 
est men of that tribe, and potent on account 
of their great wealth also.” 

3. Now Corah, when he said this, had a 
mind to appear to take care of the public 
welfare ; but in reality he was endeavouring 
to procure to have that dignity transferred by 
the multitude to himself. Thus did he, out 
of a malignant design, but with plausible 
words, discourse to those of bis own tribe ; 
and when these words did gradually spread to 
more of the people, and when the hearers still 
added to what tended to the scandals that w ere 
cast upon Aaron, the whole army was full of 
them. Now of these that conspired witli 
Corah, there were two hundred and fifty, and 
those of the principal men also, who were 
eager to have the priesthood taken away from 
Moses’s brother, and to bring him into dis- 
grace: nay, the multitude themselves were 
provoked to be seditious, and attempted to 
stone Moses, and gathered themselves toge- 
ther after an indecent manner, with confusion 
and disorder. And now they all were, in a 
tumultuous manner, raising a clamour before 
the tabernacle of God, to prosecute the ty- 
rant, and to relieve the multitude from their 
slavery under him who, under colour of the 
divine commands, laid violent injunctions up- 
on Uiem ; for that hac ' • been God who chose 
one that was to perform the office of a priest, 
he would have raised a worthy person to that 


dignity, and would not have produced such a 
one as was inferior to many others, nor have 
given him that office ; and that in case he had 
judged it fit to bestow it on Aaron, he would 
have permitted it to the multitude to bestow 
it, and not have left it to be bestowed by his 
own brother. 

4* Now although Moses had a great while 
ago foreseen this calumny of Corah, and had 
seen that the people were irritated, yet was he 
not affrighted at it; but being of good cour- 
age, because he had given them right advice 
about their affairs, and knowing that his bro- 
ther had been made partaker of the priesthood 
at the command of God, and not by his own 
favour to him, he came to the assembly ; and, 
as for tlie multitiule, he said not a word to 
them, but spake as loud to Corah as he could ; 
and being very skilful in making speeches, 
and having this natural talent, among others, 
that he could greatly move the multitude with 
his discourses, he said, O Corah, both thou 
and all these with thee (pointing to the tw^o 
hundred and fifty men) seem to be worthy of 
this honour ; nor do 1 pretend but that this 
whole company may be worthy of the like 
dignity, altliough they may not be so rich, or 
so great as you are : nor have I taken and 
given this office to my brother, because be ex- 
celled others in riches, for thou cxceedest us 
both in the greatness of thy vvealtli ; * nor 
indeed because he was of an eminent family, 
for God, by giving us the same common an- 
cestor, has made our fiunilies equal ; nay, nor 
was it out of brotherly affection, which ano- 
ther might yet have justly done ; for certainly, 
unless 1 had bestowed this honour out of re- 
gard to G'od, and to his laws, Iliad not passed 
by myself, and given it to another, as being 
nearer of kin to myself than to my brother, 
and having a closer intimacy w ith myself than 
1 have with iiiin ; for surely it would not be 
a wise thing for me, to expose myself to the 
dangers of offending, and to bestow the happy 
employment on this account upon another. 
But I am above such base practices : nor 
would God have overlooked this matter, and 
seen himself thus despised ; nor would he 
have sullered you to be ignorant of what you 
were to do, in order to please him ; but he 
hath himself chosen one that is to perform 
that sacred office to him, and thereby freed 
us from that care. So that it was not u thing 
that 1 pretend to give, but osly according to 
the determination of God ; I therefore propose 
it still to be contended for by such as please 
to put in for it, only desiring, that he who has 
been already preferred, and has already ob- 
tained it, may be allowed now also to offer 
himself for a candidate. He prefers your 
peace, and your living without sedition, to 
this honourable employment, although in truth 

* Iteland here takes notice, that although our Bible* 
say little or nothing of these riehes of Corah, yet that 
both the Jews and Mahominedans, as well a« Joseuhus, 
are full of it* 
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it was with your approbation that he obtained wiser sort desired that they might be delivered 
it; for though God were the donor, yet do we from the present disorder and disturbance: 
not oifend when we think fit to accept it with for they were afraid, that if thh sedition went 
your good-w'ill ; yet would it have been an in- on, the good order of their settlement would 
stance of impiety not to have taken that ho« rather be destroyed ; but the whole body of 
nohrable employment when he off ered it ; nay, the people do naturally delight in clamours 
it had been exceedingly unreasonable, when against their governors, and, by changing their 
God had thought fit any one should have it opinions upon the harangues of every speaker, 
for all time to come, and had made it secure disturb the public tranquillity. And now Mo- 
and firm to him, to have refused it. How-- ses sent messengers for Abiram and Dathan, 
ever, he himself will judge again who it shall and ordered them to come to the assembly, 
be whom he would have to offer sacrifices to and wait there for the holy offices that were 
him, and to have the direction of matters of to be performed. But they answered the 
religion ; for it is absurd that Corah, who is messenger, that they would not obey his sum- 
ambitious of this honour, should deprive God mons ; nay, would not overlook Moses’s be- 
ef the power of giving it to whom he pleases, haviour, who was growing too great for them 
Put an end, therefore, to your sedition and by evil practices. Now when Moses heard 
disturbance on this account; and to-morrow of this their answer, he desired the heads of 
morning do every one of you that desire the the people to follow him, and he w'ent to the 
priesthood bring a censer from home, and come faction of Dathan, not thinking it any fright- 
hither with incense and fire : and do thou, O ful thing at all to go to these insolent people ; 
Corah, leave the judgment to God, and await io they made no opposition, but went along 
to see on which side he will give his determin- with him. But Dathan, and his associates, 
ation upon this occasion, but do not thoti make ivhen they understood that Moses and the 
thyself greater tlian God. Do thou also come, principal of the people w'ere coming to them, 
that this contest about this honourable employ- came out, w'ith their wives and children, 
ment may receive determination. And 1 sup- and stood before their tents, and looked to see 
pose we may admit Aaron without offence, to what M5ses w'ould do. They had also their 
offer himself to this scrutiny, since he is of the servants about them to defend themselves, in 
same lineage with thyself, and has done nothing :ase Moses should use force against them, 
in his priesthood that can be liable to exception. 2. But he came near, and lifted up his 

Come ye tliereforc together, and offer your fiands to heaven, and cried out with a loud 
incense in ))ublic before all the people; and mice, in order to be heard by the whole mul- 
when you offer it, he whose sacrifice God shall itude, and said, “ O Lord of the creatures 
accept siiall be ordained to the priesthood, and that* are in the heaven, in the earth, and in the 
shall be clear of the present calumny on Aaron, sea; for thou art the most authentic witness 
as if I had granted him that favour because lo what I have done, that it has all l>een done 
he was my brother,” by thy appointment, and that it was thou that 

affbrUedst us assistance when we attempted 
any thing, and showedst mercy on the Hebrew's 
in all their distresses, do thou come nowr, and 
CHAPTER III. hear all that I say, for no actionn or thought 

escapes thy knowledge ; so that thou wilt not 
HOW THOSl? THAT STIRRED UP THIS SEDITION disdain to speak what is true, for my vindica- 
WERE DESTROYED, ACCORDING TO THE WILL tion without any regard to the ungrateful im- 
OP GOD; AND HOW AARON, MOSEs’s BRO- putations of these men. As for what was 
THER, BOTH HE AND HIS POS'PERITY, RE- done before I was born, thou knowest best, as 
TAINED THE PRIESTHOOD. not learning them by report, but seeing them, 

and being present with them when they were 
§ 1. When Mo^^es had said this, the multi- done; but for what has been done of late, and 
tude left off’ the turbulent behaviour they had which these men, although they know them 
indulged, and the suspicion they had of Mo- w’ell enough, unjustly pretend to suspect, be 
ses, and commended what he had said ; for thou my witness. When 1 lived a private 
those proposalfi w'cre good, and were so es- quiet life, I left those good things, which by 
teemed of the people. At that time tlierefon my own diligence, and by thy counsel, 1 en- 
they dissolved the assembly ; but on the nex joyed with Raguel my fathar-in-law ; and I 
day they came to the congregation, in order i gave myself up to this people, and underwent 
to be present at the sacrifice, and at the de- many miseries on their account. I also bore 
termination that w'as to be made InHw'een great labours at first, in order to obtain liber- 
thc candidates for the priesthood. Now this ‘ ty for them, and now in order to their preser- 
congregation proved a turoulent one, and vation ; and have alw^ays showed myself ready 
the multitude were in great suspense in ex- to assist them in every distress of theirs. Now, 
pectation of what was to be done ; for some , therefore, since I am suspected by those very 
of them would have been pleased if Moses men wh^e being is owing to my labours, 
had been convicted of evil practices » buttbeleometliou, as it is reasonable to hope thou 
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wilt ; thou, I say, who showedst me that fire ery evil accident, and bring all that destruc- 
at mount Sinai ; and inadest me to hear its tion on me which I have imprecated upon 
voice, and to see the several wonders which them. And when tliou hast inflicted punish, 
that place afforded me ; thou who commaii- ment on those that have endeavoured to deal 
dedst me to go to Egypt, and declare thy w'ill unjustly with this people, bestow upon them 
to this people ; thou who disturbedst the liappy concord and peace. Save this multitude that 
estate of the Egyptians, and gavest us the op- follow thy commandments, and preserve them 
portunity of flying away from our slavery un- free from harm, and let them not partake of 
der them, and madest the dominion of Fha- the punishment of those that have sinned; for 
raoh inferior to my dominion ; thou who didst tliou knowest thyself it is not just, that for the 
make the sea dry land for us, when we knew wickedness of tliose men the whole body of 
not w'hither to go, and didst overwhelm the the Israelites should suffer punishment.** 
Egyptians with those destructive waves which 3. When Moses bad said this, with tears in 
had been divided for us ; thou who didst be- his eyes, the ground was moved on a sudden ; 
stow upon us the security of weapons when and the agitation that set it in motion was like 
we were naked ; thou who didst make the tliat w'hicli the wind produces in waves of the 
fountains that were corrupted to flow, so as sea. The people were all affrighted ; and the 
to be fit for drinking, and didst furnish us jround that was about their tents sunk down 
with water that came out of the rocks, when at the great noise, with a terrible sound, and 
we were in the greatest want of it ; thou who carried whatsoever was dear to tlie seditious 
didst preserve our lives with [quails, which into itself, who so entirely perished, tliat there 
was] food from the sea, when the fruits of the was not the least appearance that any man had 
ground failed us; thou who didst send us ever been seen there, the earth that had open- 
such food from heaven as had never been seen ed itself about them, closing again, and bc- 
before ; thou who didst suggest to us the coming entire as it was before, insomuch that 
knowledge of thy laws, and appoint to us a such as saw it, afterward did not perceive that 
form of government,— come tliou, I say, O any s ich accident had happened to it. Thus 
Lord of the whole world, and that as such a did these men perish, and become a demou- 
Judge and a Witness to me as cannot be stratiun of the power of God. And truly, 
bribed, and show how I have never admitted any one would lament them, not only on ac- 
of any gift against justice from any of the He- count of this calamity that befell them, which 
brews, and have never condemned a poor man yet deserves our commiseration, but also be- 
that ought to have been acquitted, on account cause their kindred were pleased with their 
of one that was rich ; and have never attempt- suflerings j for they forgot the relation they 
ed to hurt this commonwealth. T am now bare to them, and at the sight of this sad ac. 
here present, and am suspected of a thing the cident approved of the judgment given against 
remotest from my intentions, as if I had given them; and because they looked upon the 
the priesthood to Aaron, not at thy command, ])coplc about Datban as pestilent men, they 
but out of iny own favour to him; do thou at thought they perished as such, and did not 
this time demonstrate that all things are ad- grieve for them. 

ministered by thy providence, and that no- 4. And now Moses called for those that 
thing liappens by chance, but is governed by contended about the priesthood, that trial 
thy will, and thereby attains its end : as also night be made who should be priest, and that 
demonstrate that thou takest care of those that he whose sacrifice God was best pleased with 
have done good to the Hebrews; demonstrate might be ordained to that function. There 
this, 1 say, by the punishment of Abiram and attended two hundred and fifty men, who in- 
Dathan, w'ho condemn thee us an insensible deed were honoured by the people, not only 
Being, and one overcome by my contrivances, on account of the power of their ancestors, but 
This wilt thou do by inflicting such an open also on account of their own, in which they 
punishment on these men who so madly fly excelled the others ; Aaron also and Corah 
in the face of thy glory, as will take them out came forth, and they all offered incense, in 
of the world, not in an ordinary manner, but those censers of theirs which they brought 
so that it may appear they do not die after the with them, before the tabernacle, Hereup. 
manner of other men ; let iliat ground which on so great a fire shone out as no one ever 
they tread upon open about them and con- saw in any* that is made by the hand of man, 
<ume them, with their families and goodvS. neitl.er in those eruptions out of the earth 
This will be a demonstration of thy power to that are caused by subterraneous burnings, 
all men : and this method of their suflerings nor in such fires as arise of their own accord 
will be an instruction of wisdom for those that in the woods, when the agitation is caused by 
entertain prophane sentiments of thee. By the trees rubbing one against another; but 
this means I shall be found a good servant, in this fire was very bright, and had a terrible 
the precepts thou h:;>t ;;iven by me. But if flame,' such as is kiinlled at the command of 
the calumnies they b»vc raised against me be God ; by whose irruption on them, all the 
true, mayst then pjwrve these mej from ev- company* and Corah himself, ware destroy- 
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ed *, and thi so entirely, that their very bo- 
dies left no temains behind them. Aaron a- 
lone was preserved, and not at all hurt b}' the 
fire, because it was God that sent the lire to 
burn those only who ought to be burned. 
Hereupon Moses, after these men were de- 
stroyed, was desirous that the memory of this 
judgment might be delivered down to poster- 
ity, and that feature ages might be acquainted 
with it ; and so be commanded Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron, to put their censers near the 
brazen altar, that they might be a memorial 
to posterity of what these men suffered, for 
supposing that the power of God might be 
eluded. And thus Aaron was now no long- 
er esteemed to have the priesthood by the fa- 
vour of Moses, but by the public judgment 
of God ; and thus he and his children peace- 
ably enjoyed that honour afterward. 


CHAPTER IV. 

what HArVENED TO THE HEBREWS DURING 

THIRTY- EIGHT YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS. 

§ I. However, this sedition was so far from 
ceasing upon this destruction, that it grew 
much stronger, and became more intolerable. 
And the occasion of its growing worse was of 
that nature, as made it likely the calamity 
would never cease, but last fur a long time ; 
for the men, believing already that nothing is 
done without the providence of God, would 
have it that these things came thus to pass, 
not without God’s favour to Moses ; they 
therefore laid the blame upon him, that God 
was so angry, and that this happened, not so 
much because of the wickedness of those that 
were punished, as because Moses procured 
the punishment ; and that these men had been 
destroyed without any sin of theirs, only be- 
cause they were zealous about the divine wor- 
ship ; as also, that he who had been the cause 
of this diminutiun of the people, by destroy- 
ing so many men, and those the most excel- 
lent of them all, besides his escaping any pu- 
nishment himself, had now given the priest- 
hood tc his brotlier so firmly, that nobody 
could any longer dispute it with him ; for no 
one else, to be sure, could now put in for it, 
since he must have seen those that first did 
so to have misert^ly perished. Nay, besides 
this, the kindred of those that were destroyed 
made great entreaties to the multitude to 
ibate the arrogance of Moses, because it would 
be safest for them so to do. 

2, Now Moses, upon his hearing for a 

* It appears here, atvi from the Samaritan l^>ntatcuch, 
and in etltct, firom the l^sahnii^ as ahn from the Aihm- 
tnUcal Coimitutione, from first epistle to the 

'-‘'jmthians, from Igiiattus^s eptstle to the Magnesiana, 
)nd from Eusebius, that Coran was not swaUuwod up 
fteubenltee, but burned with the Levites of hts 
awn tribe. See Essay on the Old Teatumont, i». Cl, 65. 
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I good while that the people were tumultuous, 
was afraid that they would attempt some 
other innovation, and that some great and so^* 
calamity would be the consequence. He 
called the multitude to a congregation, and 
patiently heard what apology they had to 
make for themselves, without opposing them, 
and this lest he should iinbitter the multi- 
tude : he only desired the heads of the tribes 
to bring their rods,f with the names of their 
tribes inscribed upon them, and that lie should 
receive tho priesthood in whose rod God should 
give a sign. This was agreed to. So the 
rest brought their rods, as did Aaron also, 
who had written the tribe of Levi on his rod. 
These rods Moses laid up in the tabernacle of 
God. On the next day he brought out the 
rod«, which were known from one another by 
those who brought them, they having dis- 
tinctly noted them, as had the multitude also ; 
and as to the rest, in the same form Moses 
had received them, in that they saw them 
still; but they also saw buds and branches 
jrown out of Aaron’s rod, with ripe fruits 
upon them ; they were almonds, the rod hav- 
ng been cut out of that tree. The people 
were so amazed at this strange sight, that 
though Moses and Aaron were before under 
.ome degree of hatred, they now laid that 
hatred aside, and began to admire the judg- 
ment of God concerning them ; so that here- 
after they applauded what God had decreed, 
and ponnittctl Aaron to enjoy the priesthood 
peaceably. And thus God ordained him 
priest three several times, and he retained 
that honour without farther disturbance. And 
iiereby this sedition of the Hebrews, which 
lad been a great one, and had lasted a great 
while, was at last composed. 

3. And now Moses, because the tribe of 
Levi was made free from war and warlike ex- 
peditions, and w;ui set apart for the divine 
worship, lest they should want and seek after 
the necessaries of life, and so neglect the 
temple, commanded the Hebrews, according 
to the will of God, that when they should 
gain the possession of the land of Canaan, 
they should assign forty-eight gootl and fair 
cities to the Leviles ; and permit them to en- 
joy their suburbs, as far as the limit of two 
thousand cubits would extend from the walls 
of the city. And besides tiiis, he appointed 
that the people should pay the tithe of their 
annual fruits of the earth, both to tlie Levites 
and to the priests. And this is what that 
tribe receives of the multitude ; but 1 think 
it necessary to set down what is paid by all, 
peculiarly to the priests. 

4. .Accordingly he commanded the Levites 
to yield up to the priests thirteen of their 
forty-eight cities, and to set apart for them 

f Concerning these twelve rods of the twelve tribes 
of Israel, see St Clement’s account, much law than 
that In our Bibles, I Eplsi. sect. 45 ; as is Josephus s pie- 
8Ci t ticonunr iu some measure larger 
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tlie tenth part of the tithes nvhich tliey every 
year receive of the people ; as also, that it was 
but just to offer to God the first-fruits of the 
entire product of the ground ; and that they 
should offer the first-born of those four-footed 
beasts that are appointed for sacrifices, if it be 
a male, to the priests, to be slain, that they 
and their entire families may cat them in the 
holy city ; but that the owners of those first- 
born which are not appointed for sacrifices in 
the laws of our country, should bring a shekel 
and a half in tlieir stead : but for the first- 
born of a man, five sliekels ; that they should 
also have the first-fruits out of the shearing 
of the sheep ; and that when any baked 
bread-corn, and made loaves of it, they should 
give somewhat of what they had baked to 
them. Moreover, when any have made a sa- 
cred VOW', 1 mean those that are called Kaza^ 
riles, that suflcr their hair to grow long, and 
use no wine, when they consecrate their hair,* 
and ofler it for a sacrifice, they are to allot 
that hair for the priests [to be thrown into the 
fire]. Such also as dedicate themselves to 
Gcd, as a corban, which denotes what the 
Greeks call a when they are desirous of 
being freed from that ministration, are to lay 
dowm money for the pri(?sts; thirty shekels if 
it be a woman, and fifty if it be a man j but 
if any be too poor to pay the appointed sum, 
it shall be lawful for the priests to determine 
that sum as they think fit. And if any slay 
beasts at home for a private festival, but not for 
a religious one, they are obliged (o bring the 
maw and the cheek [or breast], and the right 
shoulder of the sacrifice to the priests. With 
these Moses contrived that the priests should 
be plentifully maintained, besides what they 
had out of those offerings for sins, which the 
people gave them, as 1 have set it dow'ii in 
the foregoing book. He also ordered, that 
out of every tiling allotted for the priests, 
their servants [their sons], their daughters, 
and their wives, should partake, as well as 
tliemsclvcs, excepting what came to them out 
of the sacrifices that were oflered for sins ; 
for of those none but the males of the family 
of the priests might eat, and this in the tem- 
ple also, and tliat the same day they were 
offered. 

5. When Moses had made these constitu- 
tions, after the sedition was over, he removed, 
together with the whole army, and came to 
♦.he borders of Idumea. He then sent am- 
bassadors to the king of the Idumeaiis, and 
desired him to give him a passage through his 
country; and agreed to send him what hos- 
tages he should desire, to Secure him from an 
injury. He desired him also, tliat he would 
allow bis army liberty to buy provisions ; and, 
if he insisted upon it, he would pay down a 
price for the very water tlioy should drink. 

« GlOtIusj on Numb, vl- 18« takes notice that the 
OivekiilKO, as well as the .lews, sometimes coiisc. rated 
tilt bs^ of their heads to tlie gods. 
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But the king was not pleased with this ambas- 
sage from Moses : nor did he allow a passage 
for the army, but brought his people armed to 
meet Moses, and to hinder them, in case they 
should endeavour to force their passage. Up- 
on which Moses consulted God by tJie oracle, 
who would not have him begin the w'ar first; 
and so he withdrew his forces, and travelled 
round about through the wilderness. 

6. Then it was that Miriam, the sister of 
Moses, came to her end, having completed her 
fortieth year f since she left Egypt, on the first 
day I of the lunar month Xanthicus. 'I'hey 
then made a public funeral for lier, at a great 
expense. She was buried upon a certain 
mountain, which they call Sin ; and when they 
had mourned for her thirty days, Moses puri- 
fied the people after this manner : He brought 
a heifer that had never been used to the plough 
or to husbandry, that was complete in all its 
par^s, and entirely of a red colour, at a little 
distance from the camp, into a place perfectly 
clean. Tliis heifer w as slain by tlie high-priest, 
and her blood sprinkled with his finger seven 
times before tlie tabernacle of God ; after tin's, 
the entire heifer wais burnt in that state, to- 
gether with its skin and entrails ; and they 
threw cedar-wood, and hyssop, and scarlet 
wool, into the midst of the fire; then a clean 
man gathered all her ashes together, and laid 
them in a place perfectly clean. When there- 
fore any persons were di'filed by a dead body, 
they put a little of these ashes into spring 
water, with hyssop, and, dipping part of these 
uslies in it, they sprinkled them with it, both 
on the third day, and on the seventh, and af- 
ter that they were clean. This he enjoined 
them to do also when the tribes should come 
into their own land. 

7, Now when this purification, which their 
leader made upon the mourning for his sister, 
as it has been now' described, w’as over, he 
caused the army to remove and to march 
through the wilderness and through Arabia ; 
and when he came to a place w’hich the Ara- 
bians esteem their metropolis, w hich was for- 
merly called j4rce, but has now the name of 
Petra, at this place, which w'as encompassed 
with high mountains, Aaron went up one of 
them in the sight of the whole army, Moses 
having before told him that he was to die, for 
this place was over-against them. He put off 
his pontifical garments, and delivered them to 
Elea/ar his son, to whom tl^ high-priesthood 
belonged, 'because he was the elder brother ; 
and died wliile the multitude looked upon 
liim. He died in the same year w'hcrein he 

f Josephus here uses this phrase ** when the fortieth 
year was completed/’ for when It was begun ; as does St. 
I.ukc, when the day of PeiitecoBt was completed/' 
Acteii. i. 

X Whether Miriam dietl, as Josephus’s Creek copies 
imply, on the first day of the month, may be doubted, 
because the Latin copies say it was on tho tenth, and so 
say the Jewish calendars aho.as Dr. Mertiard assuresus. 
It is said her sepulchre is still extont near Petra, the old 
capital city of Arabia Fetrsea. at this davi as also that 
of Aaron# not far otf. >- 
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lost his sister, living lived in all a hundred 
twenty and three years. He died on the 
&rst day of that lunar month which 4 called 
oy the Athenians Hecatombteorif by the Mace- 
donians Lous, but by the Hebrews Abba, 


CHAPTER V. 

HOW MOSES CONQITERED SIHON AND OG, KINGS 
OF THE AMORITES, AND DESTROYED THEIR 
WIIOI.E ARMY, AND THEN DIVIDED TUEIB 
LAND BY LOT TO TWO TRIBES AND A HALF 
OF THE HEBREWS. 

§ 1. The people mourned for Aaron thirty 
days, and when this mourning was over. Mo 
ses removed the army from that place, and 
came to the river Arnon, which, issuing out 
of the mountains of Arabia, and running 
through all that wilderness, falls into the lak< 
Asphaltitis. and becomes the limit between th 
land of the Moabites and the land of the 
Amorites. This land is fruitful, and siiifi- 
cient to maintain a great number of men, 
w’ith the good things it produces, Moses 
ihcrefore sent messengers to Sihon, the king 
of this country, desiring that he would gran 
Ids army a passage, upon what security he 
should please to require ; he promised that he 
should be no way injured, neither as to that 
country which Sihon governed, nor as to its 
inhabitants; and that he w'ould buy bis provi- 
sions at such a price as should be to their ad- 
vantage, even tl'ough he should desire to sel 
them their very water. But Sihon refused his 
o6cr, and put his army into battle array, and 
was preparing every thing in order to hinder 
their passing over Arnon. 

2. When Moses saw that the Amorite king 
was disposed to enter upon hostilities witli 
them, he thought he ought not to bear that 
.nsiilt ; and, determining to wean the Hebrew; 
from their indolent temper, and prevent the 
disorders which arose thence, which bad been 
the occasion of their former sedition (nor in- 
deed were they nt)w thoroughly easy in thei: 
minds), he inquired of God, whether he woul 
give him leave to fight ? which when he ha; 
done, and God also promised him the victory, 
he was himself very courageous, and ready t< 
proceed to fighting. Accordingly he encou 
raged the soldiers ; and he desired of the; 
that they would take the pleasure of fighting, 
now God gave them leave so to do. Th> 
then upon the receipt of this permission, 
which they so much longed for, put on thei 
whole armour, and set about the work with 
out delay. But the Amorite king was not 
now like to himself when the Hebrews were 
ready to attack him ; bOt both he himself was 
affrighted at the Hebrews, and his anny, 
which before had showed themselves to be of 
good courage, w'ere then found to be timor- 


tus: so they could not sustain the first onset, 
lor bear up against the Hebrews, but fled 
.way, as thinking this would aflbrd them a 
more likely way for their escape than fighting; 
Tor they depended upon their cities, which 
were strong, from which yet tliey reaped no 
idvantagc when they w'cre forced to fly to 
hem j for as soon as the Hebrews saw them 
;iving ground, they immediately pursued them 
lose j and when they had broken their ranks, 
:hcy greatly terrified them, and some of them 
^roke off from the rest, and ran away to the 
aties. Now the Hebrews pursued them briskly, 
nd obstinately persevered in the labours they 
lad already undergone ; and being very skilful 
n slinging, and very dexterous in throwingol 
darts, or any tiling else of that kind ; and also 
having nothing but light armour, which made 
hem quick in the pursuit, they overtook their 
enemies ; and for those that were most remote, 
.nd could not be overtaken, they reached them 
»y their slings and their bows, so that many 
were slain ; and those that escaped the slaugh- 
ter were sorely wounded, and these were more 
distressed with thirst than with any of those 
hat fought aginst them, fw it was the sum- 
mer season ; and when the greatest number of 
them were brought down to the river out of a 
:lesire to drink, as also when others fled away 
by troops, the Hebrews came round them, and 
shot at them ; so tliat, what with darts and what 
with arrows, they made a slaughter of them 
all. Sihon their king was also slain. So the 
Hebrews spoiled the dead bodies, and took 
their prey. The land also -vhich they took 
was full of abundance of fruits, and the army 
went all over it without fear, and fed their 
cattle upon it ; and they took the enemies pri- 
soners, for they could no way put a stop to 
them, since all the fighting men were destroy- 
ed. Such was the destruction which overtook 
the Amorites, who were neither sagacious in 
counsel, nor courageous in action. Ilereupon 
the Hebrews took possession of their land, 
which is a country situate between three rivers, 
and naturally resembling an island : the river 
Arnon being its southern limit ; the river Jab- 
bok determining its northern side, which, 
running into Jordan, loses its ow'ii name, and 
takesthe other ; while Jordan itself runs along 
by on its w'estern coast. 

3. 'When matters were come to this state, 
Og, the king of Gilead and Gaulanitis, fell 
upon the Israelites. He brought au army with 
him, and. came in haste to the assistance of his 
friend Sihon; but though he found him al- 
ready slain, yet did he resolve still to come 
and fight the Hebrews, supposing he should 
be too hard for tiiem, and being desirous to 
try tlieir valour ; byt failing of his hope, he 
was both himself slain in the battle, and all 
bis army \yas destroyed. So Moses passed 
over die river Jabbok, and over-ran the king- 
dom.of Og. He overthrew their cities, and 
slew all their inhabitants, who yet exceeded ia 
H 
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riches all the men in that part of the contin- 
ent, on account of the goodness of the soil, 
and the great quantity of their wealth. Now 
Og had very few equals, eitlier in the large* 
ness of his body or handsomeness of his ap- 
pearance. He was also a man of great ac- 
tivity in the use of his hands, so that his ac- 
tions were not unequal to the vast largeness 
and hansdoine appearance of his body ; and 
men could easily guess at his strength and 
magnitude when they took his bed at Habbath, 
the royal city of the Ammonites ; its structure 
was of iron, its breadth four cubits, and its 
length a cubit more than double thereto. 
However, his fall did not only improve the 
circumstances of the Hebrews for the present, 
but by his death he M-as the occasion of fur- 
ther good success to them ; for they presently 
took those sixty cities which were encompass- 
ed with excellent walls, and had been subject 
to him ; and all got both in general and in par- 
ticular a great prey. 


CHAPTER VI. 

CONCERNING BALAAM THE PROPHET, AND 
WHAT KIND OF MAN HE WAS. 

§ 1. Now Moses, when he had brought his 
army to Jordan, pitched, his camp in the great 
plain over against JericJio. This city is a very 
happy situation, and very fit for producing 
palm-trees and balsam ; and now the Israel- 
ites began to be very proud of themselves, and 
were very eager for fighting. Moses then, 
after he had offered for a few days sacrifices 
of thanksgiving to God, and feasted the peo- 
ple, sent a party of armed men to lay waste 
the country of the Midianites, and to take 
their cities. Now the occasion which he took 
for making war upon them was this that fol- 
lows 

2. When Balak, the king of the Moabites, 
who had from his ancestors a friendship and 
league with the Midianites, saw how great 
the Israelites were grown, he was much af- 
frighted on account of his own and his king- 
dom’s danger; for he was not acquainted 
with this, that the Hebrews would not meddle 
with any other country, but were to be con- 
tented with the possession of the land of Ca- 
naan, God having forbidden them to go any 
farther.* So he, with more haste than wis- 
dom, resolved to make an attempt upon them 

• What Josephus here remarks is well worth our re- 
mark in this place also, vis. That the Israelites were 
never to niedJle with the M^hltes or Ammonites, or 
any other pecmle, but those beUrngine to the land of 
(’anaan, and the court rW s of Slhon and Og beyond Jor- 
dan, as far as the desc. . .aA Euphrates ; and that there- 
fore no Other people had reatan to fear the conquests of 
the ItraeliMi hut that those countries given them tiy 
Cod WfiHliiir proper eud iHJCuliat portion among the 
all who endeavoured to dispossess them 
justly dcsttoyed by them. 
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by words ; but he did not Judge it prudent to 
fight against them, after they had such pros- 
perous successes, and even became out of ill 
successes more happy than before; but he 
thought to hinder them, if he could, from 
growing greater, and so he resolved to send 
ambassadors to the Midianites about them. 

I Now these Midianites knowing there was one 
Balaam, who lived by Euphrates, and was the 
greatest of the prophets at that time, and one 
that was in friendship with them, sent some 
of their honourable princes along with the 
ambassadors of Balak, to entreat the prophet 
to come to them, that he might imprecate 
curses to the destruction of the Israelites. So 
Balaam received the ambassadors, and treated 
them very kindly ; and w'hen he had supped, 
he inquired what was God’s will, anti what 
this matter was for which the Midianites cu- 
treatetl him to come to them. But w'hcn God 
opposed his going, he came to the ambassa- 
dors, and told them that he w'as himself very 
w'illing and desirous to comply with their re- 
quest, but informed them that God was oppo. 
site to his intentions, even that God w'ho had 
raised him to great reputation rn account ol 
the truth of his predictions j for that this army, 
which they entreateil him to come and curse, 
W'as in the favour of God ; on which account 
he advised them to go home again, and not 
to persist in their enmity against the Israelites: 
and when he had given tliem that answer, he 
dismissed the ambassadors. 

3. Now the Midianites, at the earnest re- 
quest and fervent entreaties of Balak, sent 
other ambassadors to Balaam, who, desiring 
to gratify the men, inquired again of God ; 
but he was displeased at this [second] trial, f 
and bid him by no means to contradict the 
ambassadors. Now Balaam did not inm,^ne 
that God gave this injunction in order to de- 
ceive him, so he w'cnt along with the ambas- 
sadors; but when the divine angel met him 
in the way, when he was in a narrow passage, 
and hedged in with a wall on both sides, the 
ass on which Balaam rode understood that it 

t Note, that Josephus never supposes Balaam to be 
an Idolater, nor to seek idolatrous enchantments, or to 
prophesy falsely, but to be no other than an ill-disposed 
prophet of the true God; and intimates that GodTs an- 
swer the second time, irermittlng him to go, was Iron' 
cal, and on design that he should be deceived twhich 
sort of decqlion, by way of punishment for former 
crimes, Joi^eplius never ^scruples to admit, as ever 
csteeininj^ sud) wicked men justly and providentially 
deceived). But iierhaps we had better keep here close 
to the text, which says (Numb, xxiii, 20, Sl) that God 
only permitted Balaam to go along with the amtaRS5a' 
dors, in case they came and called him, or positively 
insisted on his going along with them on any terms ; 
whereas Balaam seems out of impatience to have risen 
up In the morning, and saddled his ass, and rather to 
have called them, than stakl for their calling Mm t so 
I xoalous does he seem to have been for his reward of di^ 
i vination, his wages of unrighteousness (Numb, xxii, 7, 
17, IK, .^7l 9 P^. 11, 1.5; Jude 5, 11); which teward or 
I wages the truly religious prophets of God never requir 
ed nor accepted, as our Josephus Justly takes notice in 
the cases Of Samuel, Antiq. b. v, diap. Iv, sect. 1, and 
Daniel, Antiq. b. x, chap, xl, sect .5. See alto Gen* 
xlY. *2, 23 1 2 Kings V, 15. 16, 26. H ; and Antay||^ H 
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was a divine spirit that met him, and thrust 
Balaam to one of the walls, without regard 
to the stripes which Balaam, when was 
hurt by the wall, gave her ; but when the ass, 
upon the angel's continuing to distress her, 
and upon the stripes which were given her, 
fell down, by the will of God, she made use 
of the voice of a man, and complained of Ba- 
laam as acting unjustly to her ; that wiiereas 
he had no fault to hiid with her in lier former 
service to him, he now inflicted stripes upon 
her, as not understanding that she was hin- 
dered from serving him in what he was now 
going about, by the providence of God. And 
when he was disturbed by reason of the voice 
of the ass, which was that of a man, the an- 
gel plainly appeared to him, and blamed him 
for the sttipes he had given his ass j and in- 
formed him that the brute creature was not 
in fault, but that he was himself come to ob- 
struct his journey, as being contrary to the 
will of God. Upon which Balaam was 
afraid, and was preparing to return back 
again : yet did God excite iiim to go on his 
intended journey, but added this injunction, 
that he should declare nothi ig but what he 
nimsclf should suggest to his mind. 

4. When God liad given him this charge, 
he came to Balak ; and when the king had 
entertained him in a inagniflcent manner, he 
desired him to go to one of the mountains to 
take a view of tlie state of the camp of the 
Hebrews. Balak himself also came Co the 
mountain, und brought the prophet along 
with him, with a royal attendance. This 
mountain lay o^rer their heads, and was dis- 
tant sixty furlongs from the camp. • Now 
when he saw them, he desired the king to 
build him seven altars, and to bring him as 
many bulls and rams; to wliich desire the 
king did presently conform. He then slew 
the sacrifices, and offered them as burnt-olfer- 
ings, that he might observe some signal of 
the flight of the Hebrews. Tlien said he, 
* Happy is this people, on whom God be 
stows the possession of innumerable good 
things, and grants them his own providence 
to be their assistant and their guide ; so that 
there is not any nation among mankind but 
you will be esteemed superior to them in vir- 
tue, and in the earnest prosecution of the 
best rules of life, and of such as are pure 
from wickedness, and* will leave those rules 
to your excellent children, and this out of tlie 
regard that God bears to you, and the provi- 
sion of such things for you as may render 
you happier than any other people under the 
sun. Vou shall retain that land to which he 
hath sent, you, and it shall ever be under the 
command of your children ; and both all the 
earth, as well as the sea, shall be filled w'ith 
your glory ; and you shall be sufficiently 
numerous to supply the. world in general, and 
every region of It in. p^iu^icular, with inhabi- 
tants out of your stock;' ftowever, O blessed 


army ! wonder that you are become so many 
rom one father ; and truly, the land of Ca- 
naan can now hold you, as being yet compa- 
ratively few ; but know yc that the whole world 
s proposed to be your place of habitation for 
ever. The multitude of your posterity also 
shall live as well iti the islands as on the con- 
tinent, and that more in number than are the 
stars of heaven. And when you are become 
so many, God will not relinquish the care oi 
you, but will' afford you an abundance of all 
good things in times of peace, with victory 
and dominion in times of war. May the chil- 
dren of your enemies have an inclination to 
fight against you, and may they be so hardy 
as to come to arms, and to assault you in 
battle, for they will not return with victory, 
nor will their return L>e agreeable to their 
children and wives. To so great a degree of 
alour will you be raised by the providence of 
God, who is able to diminish the affluence of 
some, and to supply the w'ants of others.** 

5. Thus did Balaam speak by inspiration, as 
not being in bis own power, but moved to say 
what he did by the divine Spirit. But then 
Balak w'as displeased, and sajd he had broken 
the contract he had CSadc, whereby he was to 
as he and his confederates had invited 
hill by the promise of great presents ; for 
whereas he came to curse their enemies, he 
had made an encomium upon them, anti had 
declared that they were the happiest of men. 
To which Balaam replied, “O Balak, if thou 
rightly considcrest this whole matter, cansi 
thou suppose that it is in our power to he si- 
lent, or to say any thing, when the Spirit of 
God seixes upon us ? — for he puts such w'ords 
as he pleases in our mouths, anti such dis- 
courses as wc are not ourselves conscious of. 

1 w’ell remember by what cntrcatie.s both you 
and the Midianites so joyfully brought me 
hither, and on that account I took this jour- 
ney. It was my prayer, that I might not put 
any affront upon you, as to w'hat you desired 
of me ; but God is more powerful than the 
purposes I had made to serve you ; for those 
that take upon them to foretell the affairs of 
mankind, as from their own abilities, are en- 
tirely unable to do it, ^or to forbear to utter 
what God suggests to them, or to offer viol- 
ence to his will ; for w hen he prevents us and 
enters into us, nothing that w'e say is our own. 
1 then did not intend to praise this army, nor 
to go over the several good things which God 
intended to do to their race ; but since he was 
so favourable to them, and so ready^to bestow 
upon them a happy life and eternar glory, he 
suggested the declaration of those things to 
me: but now, because it is my desire to 
oblige thee thyself, as well as the Midianites 
whose entreaties it is not decent for me to re- 
ject, go to, let us again rear other altars, and 
offer the like sacrifices that wo did before, that 
I may see whether 1 can persuade God to 
permit me to bind these men witl* curses. 
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Whicb, when Balak had agreed to, God would 
not, even upon second sacrifices, consent to 
his cursing the Israelites. * Then fell Ba- 
laam upon his face, and foretold what cala- 
mities would befall the several kings of the 
nations, and the most eminent cities, some 
of which of old were not so much as inha- 
bited ; w'hich events have come to pass among 
the several people concerned, botli in the fore- 
going ages, and in this, till my own memory, 
both by sea and by land. From which com- 
pletion of all these predictions that he made, 
one may easily guess that the rest will have 
their completion in time to come. 

6. But Balak being very angry that the 
Israelites were not cursed, sent away Balaam 
without thinking him worthy of any honour. 
Whereupon, when he was just upon hla jour- 
ney, ill order to pass the Euphrates, he sent 
for Balak, and for the princes of the Midian- 
ites, and spake thus to them “ O Balak, 
and you Midianites that are hero present (for 
I am obliged even w ithout the will of God, 
to gratify you), it is true no entire destruction 
can seize upon the nation of the Hebrews, 
neither by war, nor by plague, nor by scar- 
city of the fruits of the earth, nor can any 
other unexpected accident be their entire 
ruin j for the providence of God is concerned 
to preserve them from such a misfortune ; nor 
will it permit any such calamity to come up- 
on them w hereby they may all perish ; but 
some small misfortunes, and those fur a short 
time, whereby they may appear to be brought 
low, may still befall them ; but after that they 
will flourish again, to the terror of those that 
brought those mischiefs upon them. So that 
if you have a mind to gain a victory over 
them for a short space of time, you will ob- 
tain it by following ray directions : — Do you 
therefore set out the handsomest of such of 
your daughters as arc most eminent for beau- 
ty, f and proper to force and conquer the mo- 
desty of those that behold them, and these 
decked and trimmed to the highest degree you 
are able. Then do you send them to be near 
the Israelites’ camp and give them in charge, 
that when the young men of the Hebrews de- 
sire t])eir company, they allow it them ; and 
when they see that they arc enamoured of 
them, let them take their leaves ; and if tliey 
entreat them to stay, let them not give their 
consent till they have persuaded them to leave 
off their obedience to tlieir own laws and tlio 
w orship of that God w ho established them, and 

* Whether .fosct>hus had in his eopy but two attempts 
of Balaam in all to eurre Israel ; or whether by this his 
twice olfcriiig siicrificc, he meant twice besides that first 
time already mentioned, which yet is not very probable, 
cannot now lx; certainly determined. In tne moan 
time, all other copies lave titree such attempts of Ba- 
loaqi to curse them in th',; present history. 

f Such a large and d . irwt account of this perversion 
of the israetltcs by the iviidiaoite women, of which our 
otJvn: copies give us but short intimations (Numb, xxxl, 
16} 2 Pet. ii, i.'i; .lude il ; llev. il, H), is prcservetl, 
as Reland us, In the .Samaritan Chronicle, in 

Philo, ai ^P other writhigi of the Jews, as well as here 
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1, worship the gods of the Midianites and 
Moabites; for , by this means God will be 
angry at them.”| Accordingly, when Ba- 
laam had suggested this counsel to them, he 
went his way. 

7. So when the Midianites had sent theit 
daughters, as Balaam had exhorted them, the 
Hebrew young men were allured by their 
beauty, and came to discourse with them, and 
besought them not to grudge them the enjoy- 
ment of their beauty, nor to deny them their 
conversation. These daughters of the Midi* 
anites received their words gladly, and con- 
sented to it, and staid with them ; but when 
they had brought them to be enamoured of Uiem, 
and tJieir inclinations to them were grown to 
ripeness, they began to think of departing 
from them: then it was that Ihcsc^nicn be- 
came greatly disconsolate at the women’s de- 
parture, and they w'ere urgent with them not 
to leave them, but begged they would conti- 
nue there, and become their wives ; and thev 
promised them they should be owned as mis. 
tresses of all they had. This they said with 
an oath, and called God for the aibitrator of 
what they promised ; and tins with tears in 
their eyes, and all other such marks of concern, 
as might show how miserable they tlioiight 
themselves without them, and so might move 
their compassion for them. So the women, 
as soon as they perceived they had made 
them their slaves, and had caught them 
witli their conversation, began to speak tlius 
to them : — 

8. ** O you illustrious young men ! we have 
houses of our own at home, and great picnt) 
of good things there, together with the na- 
tural alFectionate love of our parents ariu 
friends ; nor is it out of our want of any such 
things that we came to discourse with you; 
nor did we admit of your invitation with de- 
sign to prostitute the beauty of our bodies fur 
gain ; but taking you for brave and worthy 
men, we agreed to your request, that vve might 
treat you with such honours us hospitality re- 
quired : and now seeing you say that you 
have a great affection for us, and are troubled 
when you think we are departing, we are not 
averse to your entreaties ; and if we may re- 
ceive such assurance of your good-will as wo 
think can be alone sufficient, we will be glad 
to lead our lives with you as your wives ; but 
we are afraid that you^vill in time be weary 
of our company, and will then abuse us, and 
.send U.S back to our parents, after an ignomi- 
nious manner.” And they desired that they 
would excuse them in their guarding against 
that danger. But the young men professed 
they would give them any assurance the) 
should desire ; nor did they at all contradict 

t This grand maxim. That Gotrs people of Janu 
oould never be hurt nor destroyed, but by drawing then 
to sin against God, appears to be true, by the entireJiii 
tory of that people, both in the Bible and in JoaephttS 
and is often bken notice of in them both. See In 
ctilar a most remarkable Ammonite testimonv to 
PuriHwe^ Judith v. 5— 
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what they requested, so great was the passion 
they had for them. then,’* said they, 

** this be your resolution ; since you make use 
of such customs and conduct of life as are en- 
tirely different from all other men, * insomuch 
that your kinds of food are peculiar to your- 
selves, and your kinds of drink not common 
to others, it will be absolutely necessary, if 
you would have us for your wives, that you 
do withal worship our gods ; nor can there be 
any other demonstration of tlie kindness which 
you say you already have, and promise to have 
hereafter to us, than this, that yoh worship the 
same gods that we do. For has any one reason 
to complain, that now you arc come into this 
country, you should worship the proper gods 
of the same country? especially while our 
gods are common to all men, and yours such 
as belong to nobody else but yourselves.” So 
they said they must cither come into such 
methods of divine worship as all others came 
into, or else they must look out for another 
world, wherein they may live by themselves, 
according to their ow'ii laws. 

9. Now the young men were induced by the 
fondness they had for these women, to think 
they spake very well ; so they gave them- 
selves up to what they persuaded them, and 
transgressed their own laws ; and supposing 
there were many gods, and resolving that they 
would sacrifice to them according to the laws 
of that country which ordained them, they 
both w’cre delighted with their strange food, 
and w ent on to do every thing that the wo- 
men would have them do, though in contra- 
diction to their own laws ; so far, indeed, that 
this transgression w'as already gone through 
the whole army of the young men, and they 
fell into'u sedition that was much worse than 
the former, and into danger of the entire abo- 
lition of their own institutions ; for when 
once the youth had tasted of these strange cus- 
toms, they went with insatiable inclinations 
into them ; and even where some of tlie prin- 
cipal men were illustrious on account of the 
virtues of their fathers, they also were cor- 
rupted together with the rest, 

10. Even Ziinri, the head of the tribe of 
Simeon, accompanied with Cozbi, a Midiani- 
tish w'oman, who was the daughter of Sur, a 
man of authority in that country ; and being de- 
sired by his wife to disregard the Jaws of Mo- 
ses, and to follow those she was used to, he 
complied with her; and this both by sacrificing 

• What .losephus here pets into the mouths of these 
Midianite women, who came to entice the Israelites to 
Icwdiicss and idolatry, viz. that their worship of the 
(iod of Israel, in oppt^tion to their idol gods. Implied 


well deserves our consideration ; and gives us a substan- 
tial reason for the great concern that was ever shown, 
under the law of Moses, to preserve the Israelites from 
Idolatry, and in the worship of the triw God ; it being 
of no less consequence than, Whether God’s people 
should be governed by the holy lavrs of tile true (lOd, or 
by the impure lawsderived from Derooni, under the Pa- 
gan idolatry. 
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after a mamner different from his own, and by 
taking a stranger to wife. When things were 
thus, Moses was afraid that matteis should 
grow worse, and called the people to a con- 
gregation, but then accused nobody by name, 
as unwilling to drive those into despair who, 
by lying concealed, might come to repen- 
tance ; but he said that they did not do what 
was either worthy of themselves, or of their 
fathers, by preferring pleasure to God, and to 
the living according to his will ; that it was 
fit they should change their courses while 
their affairs were still in a good state; and 
think that to be true fortitude which offers not 
violence to their laws, but that which resists 
their lusts. And besides that, he said it was 
not a reasonable thing, when they had lived so- 
berly iq^be wilderness, to act madly now when 
they were in prosperity ; and that they ought 
not to lose, now they have abundance, whaf 
they had gained when they had Jittli : — and 
so did he endeavour, by saying this to correct 
the young men, and to bring them to repen- 
tance for what they had done. 

1 1. Hut Zimri arose up after him, and said, 
“ Yes, indeed, Moses, thou art at liberty to 
make use of such laws as thou art so fond of. 
and hast, by accustoming thyself to thenri. 
made them firm ; otherwise, if things bad not 
been thus, thou hadst often been puniKlied be- 
fore now, and hadst known that the Hebrews 
arc not easily put upon ; but thou shalt not 
have me one of thy followers in thy tyranni- 
cal commands, for thou dost nothing else hi- 
therto blit, under pretence of laws, and of 
God, wickedly impose on us slavery, and gain 
dominion to thyself, while thou deprivest us 
of the sweetness of life, which consists in act- 
ing according to our own wills, and is the 
right of free men, and of those that have no 
lord over them. Nay, indeed, this man is 
harder upon the Hebrews than were the Egyp- 
tians themselves, as pretending to punish, ac- 
cording to his lauVs, every one’s acting what 
is most agreeable to himself; but thou thyself 
better deservest to suffer punishment, who 
presumest to abolish what every one ackiiow- 
ledges to be wliat is good for him, and aiinest 
to make thy single opinion to have more force 
than tliat of all the rest: and what 1 now do, 
and think to h^ right, I shall not hereafter 
deny to be according to my own sentiments. 
I have married, as thou sayest rightly, a 
strange woman, and thou hearest what I do 
from myself as from one that is free ; for 
truly 1 did not intend tg conceal myself. 1 
also 'own that I sacrificed to tliose gods to 
whom you do not tliink it fit to sacrifice ; and 
1 Uiink it right to come at truth by inquiring of 
many people, and not like one that lives un- 
der tyranny, to suffer the whole hope of my 
life to depend upon one tiUn ; nor shall any 
one find cause to rejoice who declares himself 
to have more authority over my actions than 
myself.** 



114 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. BOOK IV, 


12. Now when Zimri had said these thingH, 

about what he and some others had wickedly 
done, the people held their peace, both out of 
fear of what might come upon them, and be- 
cause they saw that their legislator was not 
willing to bring his insolence before the pub- 
lic any farther, or openly to contend with 
him ; for he avoided that, lest many should 
imitate tlie impudence of his language, and 
thereby disturb the multitude. Upon this the 
assembly was dissolved. However, the mis- 
chievous attempt had proceeded farther, if 
Zimri had not been first slait), which came to 
puss on the following occasion : — Phineas, a 
man in other respects better than the rest of 
the young men, and also one that surpassed 
his contemporaries in the dignity of his father 
(for he was the son of Elcazer the hig^i-priest, 
and the grandson of [Aaron] Moses's bro- 
ther), who was greatly troubled at what was 
done Zimri, he resolved in earnest to inflict 
punishment on him, before bis unworthy be- 
haviour should grow stronger by impunity, 
and in order to prevent this transgression from 
proceeding farther, which would happen if the 
ringleaders were not punished. He was of 
so great magnanimity, both in strength of 
mind and body, that wtien he undertook any 
very dangerous attempt, he did not leave it 
off till he overcame it, and got an entire vic- 
tory, So he came into Zimri’s tent, and slew 
him with his javelin, and with it he slew 
CoKbi also. Upon which all those young 
men that had a regard to virtue, and aimed 
to do a glorious action, imitated Phiiieas*s 
boldness, and slew those that were found to 
be guilty of the same crime with Zimri. Ac- 
cordingly, many of those that had tronsgi esscd 
perished by the magnanimous valour of these 
young men, and the rest all perished by a plague, 
w'hich distemper God himself inflicted upon 
them. So that all those their kindred, who, 
instead of hindering them from such wicked 
actions, as they ought to have done, had per- 
suaded them to go on, >d by God 

as partners in their wickedness, and died. 
Accordingly, there perished out of the army 
no fewer than fourteen* [twenty- four] thou- 
sand at this time. 

13. This was the cause why Moses was 
provoked to send an arniy to destroy the Mi- 
dianites, concerning which expedition w’c shall 
speak presently, w'hen we have first related 
what we liave omitted ; for it is but just not 
to puss over our legislator’s due encomium, 
on account of his conduct here, because, al- 
though this balaam, who was sen: for by the 
Midianites to curse the Hebrews, and when 
he was hindered from doing it by divine pro- 
vidence, did still suggest that advice to tliem. 

The mistake in nl) .loscphut’s copies, Greek and 
Latin, which have ' utcen thousand, instead of 
twenty-ibwcjhousand, is aa,»rant, that oiir very learn. 
pi editot^lpemard atul tiudson, have put the lattci 
iumbet cSiptiy Into the i^>xt. I choose tatiier to put 
U in 


by making use of which our enemies had well 
nigh corrupted the whole multitude of the 
Hebrews with their wiles, till some of them 
were deeply infected with their opinions; yet 
did he do him great honour, by setting down 
his prophecies in writing. And while it was 
in his power to claim this glory to himself, 
and make men believe they were his own pre- 
dictions, there being no one that could be a 
witness against him, and accuse him for so 
doing, he still gave his attestation to him, 
and did him the lionour to make mention of 
him on this account. But let every one think 
of these matters as he pleases. 


CHAPTER VII. 

HOW THE HEBREWS FOUGHT WITH THE MIDI- 
ANITES, AND OVERCAME THEM. 

§ 1. Now Moses sent an army against tlie 
land of Midian, for the causes foreiiieiitioned, 
in all twelve thousand, taking an equal num- 
ber out of every tribe, and appointed Phineas 
for their commander; of whicil Phineas we 
made mention a little before, as he that had 
guarded the laws of the Hebrews, and had 
inflicted punishment on Zimri when ho had 
transgressed them. Now the Midianites per- 
ceived beforehand how the Hebrews were 
coining, and would suddenly be upon them ; 
so they assembled their army together, and 
fortified the entrances into their country, and 
there awaited the enemy’s coming. When 
they were come, and they had joined battle 
with them, an immense multitude of the Mi- 
dianites fell ; nor could they he numbered, 
they were so very many : and .'imong them 
fell all their kings, five in number, viz. £vi, 
Zur, lieha, Hur, and Ilekem, who was of the 
same name with a city, the chief and capital 
of ail Arabia, which is still now so called by 
the w'hole Arabian nation, Arecein^ from the 
name of the king that built it ; hut is by the 
Greeks called 7*clra. Now when the enemies 
were discomfited, the Hebrews spoiled their 
country, and took a great prey, and destroyed 
the men that were its inhabitants, together 
with the women ; only they let the virgins 
alone, as Moses had commanded Phineas to 
do, who indeed came back, bringing with 
him an army that hadVeceived no barm, and 
a great 'deal of prey; fifty-two thous^d 
beeves, seventy-five thousand six hundred 
sheep, sixty thousand asses, with an immense 
quantity of gold and silver furniture, which 
the Midianites made use of in their houses ; 
for they were so wealthy, that they were very 
luxurious. There were also led captive abou 
thirty-two thousand virgins, f So Moses parted 

t The slaughter of all the Midianite women that hsd 
prostituted themselves to the lewd Israelites, and the 

8 reservation of those tiiat had not been guilty tlu^n , 
!ie last of which were no fewer tfuin thirty-two li|ov. 
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the prey into partH, and gave one fiftieth part 
to Eleazer and the two priests^ and another 
fifiieth part to the Levites ; and distributed 
the rest of the prey among the people. After 
which they lived happily^ as having obtained 
an abundance of good things by their valour, 
and there being no misfortune that attended 
them, or hindered their enjoyment of that 
happiness. 

2. But Moses was now grown old, and 
appointed Joshua for his successor, both to 
receive directions from God as a prophet, 
and for a commander of the army, if they 
should at any time stand in need of such a 
one ; and this was done by the command of 
God, that to him the care of the public 
should be committed. Now Joshua had beer 
instructed in all those kinds of learning 
which concerned the laws and God himself^ 
and Moses had been his instructor. 

3. At this time it was that the two tribes 
of Gad and Reuben, and the half tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, abounded in a multitude of cattle, as 
well as in all other kinds of prosperity; whence 
they had a meeting, and in a body came and 
besought Moses to give them, as their pecu 
liar portion, that land of the Amorites which 
they had taken by right of war, because it 
was fruitful, and good for feeding of cattle 
but Moses, supposing that they were afraid of 
fighting ^>th the Canaanites, and invented 
this provision for their cattle as a handsome 
excuse for avoiding that war, he called them 
arrant emvardsy and said they had only con- 
trived a decent excuse for that cowardice 
and that they had a mind to live in luxury 
and ease, while all the rest were labouring 
with great pains to obtain the land they were 
desirous to have ; and that they were not 
willing to march along, and undergo the re- 
maining hard service, whereby they were, 
under the divine promise, to pass over Jordan 
and overcome Uiose our enemies which Goc 
had shown them, and so obtain their land 


sand, both here and Numb, xxxi, 15, 16, 17, 33, 40, 46 
and both by the particular command of Ood, are high! 
remarkable, and show that, even in nations otherwii 
for their wickedness doomed to destruction, the inne 
cent were sometimes particularly and providentiaU 
taken care of, and delivered fVom that destruction 
which directly implies, that it was the wickedness of th 
nations of Canaan, and nothing else, that oocasiono 
their excision. See Gen. xv, 16; 1 Sam. xv, 16, X 
Apost. Constit b. viii, ch. xif, n. iOS In the first i 
which places, the reason of the delay of the punishmei 
ot the Amorites is givev* because ** Uicir iniquity vi 
not yet full." In the second, Saul is ordered to go and 
'* destroy the sinners, the Amalckites;" plainly iro|dy- 
inj, that they were therefore to be destroyed, because 
they were sinners, and not otherwise. In the third, th' 
reason is given why king Agag was not to be spared, 
viz. because of his former cruelty : As thy sword hatii 
made the (Hebrew) womenchildless, so shall tliymoth) 
be made r^lldless among women by the flelnews." J 
the last place, the apostles, or their amanuftuU CJg> 
ment, gavo this reason for the necessity of the cominf 
of Christ, that ** men had formerly perverted both th< 
positive law, and that of nature; and had cast out o 
meir mind the memory of the Flood, the burning oi 
Smloro, the plagues of the Egyptlani, and the siaughtei 
of the inhabitants of Pale^o," as slgtuii of the root 
eniazing impenitence and insensibility, uhder the pv 
olihments (^horrid wickedness. 


ut these tribes, when they saw Uiat Moses 
as angry with tlieni, and when they could 
ot deny but be had a just cause to be dis- 
leased at their petition, made an apology foi 
lemselves ; and said, that it was not on ac- 
ount of their fear of dangers, nor on account 
f their laziness, that they made this request 
0 him, but that they might leave the prey 
iiey had gotten in places of safety, and there • 

»y might be more expedite, and ready to un^ 
lergo difficulties, and to fight battles. They 
added this also, that when they had built 
[ties, wherein they might preserve their chil. 
Iren, and wives, and possessions, if he would 
icstow them upon them, they would go along 
ith the rest of the army. Hereupon Moses 
'as pleased with what they said ; so be called 
or Eleazer, the high>priest, and Joshua, and 
.he chief of the tribes, and permitted these 
ribes to possess the land of the Amorites; 
lut upon this condition, that, they should 
oin with their kinsmen in the war until all 
hings were settled. Upon which condition 
liey took possession of the country, and built 
hem strong cities, and put into them their 
rhildren, and their wives, and whatsoever else 
:hey bad that might be an impediment to the 
abours of their future marcl>es. 

4. Moses also now built those ten cities 
which were to be of the number of the forty* 
'ight [for the Levites] ; three of which he al* 
loted to those that slew any person involunta- 
rily, and fled to them ; and he assigned the 
same time for their banishment with that of 
he life of dial high-priest under whom tlie 
daughter and flight happened; after^wliich 
death of the high priest he permitted the 
.layer to return home. During the time of 
his exile, the relations of him that was slain 
may, by this law kill the manslayer, if they 
caught him without the bounds of the city to 
which he fled, tliough this permission was not 
granted to any other person. Now the cities 
which were set apart for this flight were these : 
Bezer, at the borders of Arabia ; Ramoth, of 
the land of Gilead ; and Golan, in the land 
of Bashan. There were to be also, by Moses's 
command, three other cities allotted for the 
habitation of these fugitives out of the cities 
of the Levites, but not till after they should 
be in possession of the land of Canaan. 

5. At this time the chief men of the tribe 
of Manasseh came to Moses, and informed 
him that there was an eminent man of their 
tribe dead, whose name was Zelophehad, who 
left no male children, but left daughters ; and 
asked him whether these daughters might in- 
herit his land or not. He made this answer, 
That if they shall marry into their own tribe, 
they shall carry their estate along with -them; 
but if they dispose of themselves in marriage 
to men of another tribe, they shall leave their 
inheritance in their father's tribe. And then it 
was that Moses ordained, that every one's ni- 
heritence should continue in his own tribe. 
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enemies ; for while God is present with you 


CHAPTER VIII. 

THE POLITY SETTLED BY MOSES ; AND HOM' HE 
DISAPPEARED FROM AMONG MANKIND. 

§ 1. When forty years were completed, with- 
in thirty days, Moses gatiicred the congrega- 
tion together near Jordan, where the city 
Abila now stands, a place full of palm-trees; 
and all the people being come together, be 
spake thus to them ; — 

2, ** O you Israelites and fellow-soldiers, 
who have been partners witlt me in this long 
and^nineasy journey; since it is now the will 
of God, and the course of old age, at a hun- 
dred and twenty, requires it that I should 
depart out of this life; and since God has 
forbidden me to be a patron or an assistant to 
you in what remains to he done beyond Jor- 
dan, I thouglit it reasonable not to leave off 
niy endeavours even now for your happiness, 
but to do my utmost to procure for 3'ou the 
eternal enjoyment of good things, and a me- 
morial for myself, when you shall be in the 
fruition of great plenty and prosperity : come, 
therefore, let me suggest to you by what means 
you may be happy, and may leave an eternal 
prosperous possession thereof to your children 
after you, and then let rnc thus go out of the 
world j and I cannot but deserve to be believ- 
ed by you, both on account of the great things 
I have already done for you, and because, 
when souls are about to leave the body, they 
speak with the sincerest freedom, O children 
of Israel ! there is but one source of happi- 
ness for all mankind, the favour of God ; • 
for he alon<; is able to give good things to 
those that deserve them, and to deprive those 
of them that sin against him ; towards whom, 
if you behave yourselves according to his will, 
and according to what 1, who well understand 
his mind, do exhort you to, you will both be 
esteemed blessed, and wdll be admired by all 
men ; and will never come into misfortunes, 
nor cease to be laappy : you will llien preserve 
the possession of the good tilings you already 
have, and will quickly obtain those that you 
are at present* in want of, —only do you be 
obedient to those whom God woirid have you 
to follow : — nor do you prefer any other con- 
stitution of government before the laws now 
given you ; neither do you disregard that way 
of divine worship w hich you now' have, nor 
change it for any othoi form ; and if you do 
this, you will be the most courageous of ail 
men, in undergoing the fatigues of war, and 
will not be easily conquered by any of your 

♦ Josmhus here, in this one sentence, tums up hit 
notionor Motet’s x .; ', 'mpf and very serious exhorta- 
tions In the Ho.’ and his words are 

to true, tflM nr tUm iaij>ortanctvuiat they deserve to lie 
ha^i fn remein&ri^nrc, both by Jews and Chrit- 

tiiuis **^'<mldren oif‘ Israel ’ there is but one source' 
ef all lAftnklnd,— //n’ famn*- of Clod. 


to assist you, it is to be expected that you will 
be able to despise the opposition of all man- 
kind : and great rewards of virtue are pro- 
posed for you, if you preserve that virtue 
through your whole lives. Virtue itself is 
indeed the principal and the first reward, and 
after that it bestows abundance of others; so 
that your exercise of virttie towards other men 
will make your own lives happy, and render 
you more glorious than foreigners can be, and 
procure you an undisputed reputation with 
posterity. These blessings you w'ill be able 
to obtain, in case you hearken to and observe 
those laws which, by divine revelation, I have 
ordained for you ; that is, in case you withal 
meditate upon the wisdonf that is in them. 1 
am going from you myself, rejoicing in the 
good things you enjoy ; and I recommend 
you to the wise conduct of your law, to the 
becoming order of your polity, and to the vir- 
tues of your commanders, who will take care 
of what is for your advantage ; and that God, 
who has been till now your leader, and by 
whose good-will I have myself been useful to 
you, will not j)ut a period now' to his provi- 
dence over you, but, as long as you desire to 
have him your Protector in your pursuits af- 
ter virtue, so long will you enjoy bis care over 
you. Your bigh-priest also Eleasar, as well 
as Joshua, witli the senate, and cliief of your 
tribes, w ill go before you, and suggest the best 
advices to you ; by folloxving which advices 
you W’ill continue to be happy : to whom do 
you give ear without reluctance, as sensible 
that all such as know w'cll how to be govern- 
ed, will also know how to govern, if they be 
promoted to that authority themselves; and 
do not you esteem liberty to consist in op- 
posing such directions as your governors tliink 
fit to give you for your practice,— -as at pre- 
sent indeed you place your liberty in nothing 
else but abusing your benefactors ; which er- 
ror if you can avoid for the time to come, 
your allairs will be in a better condition thar 
they liave hitherto been ; nor do you ever in- 
dulge such a degree of passion in these mat- 
ters as you have oftentimes done w'hen you 
have been very angry at mo ; for you know 
that I have been oflener in danger of death 
from you than from our enemies. What 1 
now pul you in mind of, is not done in order 
to reproach you ; for I do not think it proper, 
now I arn going out of *the world, to bring 
this to your remembrance, in order to leave 
you ofifetided at me, since, at the time when 1 
underwent those hardships from you, I w'as 
not angry at you ; but I do it in order to make 
you wiser hereafter, and to teach you that this 
will be for your security : I mean, that you 
never be injurious to those that preside ovet 
you, even when you are become rich, as you 
will be to a great degree when you have pass- 
ed over Jordan, and are in possession of the 
land of Canaan. Since, when you shall iHive 
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once proceeded so far by your wealth| as to a Now those settlements are all still in writing, 
contempt and disregard of virtue, you will as he left them ; and we shall add nothing by 
also forfeit the favour of God ; and when you way of ornament, nor any thing besides what 
have made him your enemy, you will be Moses left us ; only we shall so far innovate, 
beaten in war, and will have the land which as to digest the several Winds of laws into a 
you possess taken away again from you by regular system : for they were by him left in 
your enemies, and this with great reproaches writing as they w'cre accidentally scattered in 
upon your conduct. You will be scattered their delivery, and as he upon inquiry had 
over the whole world, and will, as slaves, en- learned them of God. On which account 1 
tirely fill both sea and land ; and when once , have thought it necessary to premise this ob« 
you have bad the experience of what I now j servation beforehand, lest any of my own 
say, you w'ill repent and remember the law's I countrymen should blame me, as having been 
you have broken, when it is too late. Whence | guilty of an offence herein. Now part of our 
I would advise you, if you intend to preserve ! constitution will include the laws that belong 
these laws, to leave none of your enemies alive j to our political state. As for those hiws which 
when you have conquered them, but to looki Moses left concerning our common conversa* 
upon it as for your advantage to destroy them j tion and intercourse one with anothel', 1 have 
all, lest, if you permit them to live, you taste ! reserved that for a discourse concerning our 
of their manners, and thereby corrupt your manner of life, and the occasions of those 
own proper institutions. 1 also do farther law's ; which I propose to myself, with God's 
exhort you, to overthrow their altars, and assistance, to write, after I have finished the 
their groves, and w hatsoever temples they have work I am now upon. 

among them, andtoburn all such, their nation, 5. When you have possessed yourselves of 
and tlieir very memory with fire j for by this the land of Canaan, and have leisure to en- 
nicans alone the safety of your ow'n happy joy the good things of it, and when you have 
constitution can be firmly secured to you. afterward detennined to boild cities, if you 
And in order to prevent your ignorance of [will do what is pleasing to God, you will have 
virtue, and the degeneracy of your nature I a secure state of happiness. Let there be then 
into vice, I have also ordained you laws, one city of the land of Canaan, and this si- 
by divine suggestion, and a form of govern- j tuato in the most agreeable place foritsgood- 
ment, which are so good, that, if you regu- ness, and very eminent in itself, and let it be 
larly observe them, you will be esteemed of that which God shall choose for himself by 
all men the most happy.” prophetic revelation. Let there also be one 

S. Wlu n he had spoken thus, he gave them temple therein, and one altar, not reared of 
the law's and the constitution of government | licw'ii* stones, but of such as you gather to- 
written in a book. Upon which the people ! gether at random ; w'hich ftoncs, when they 
fell into tears, and appeared already touched are whited over with mortar, will haveahand- 
with the sense that they should have a great some appearance, and be beautiful to the sight, 
want of their conductor, because they remem- Let the ascent to it be not by steps, • but by 
bered what a number of dangers he had pass- an acclivity of raised earth. And let there 
ed through, and what care he had taken of be neither an altar nor a temple in any otlier 
their preservation : they desponded about w'hat city ; for God is but one, and the nation of 
would come upon them after he was dead, and the Hebrews is but one. 
thought they should never have another go- 6. rfe that blasphemetb God, let him be 
vernor like him ; and feared that God would stoned, and let him hang upon a tree all that 
then take less care of them w hen Moses w'as day, and then let him be buried in an igno- 
gone, who used to intercede for them. They rainious and obscure manner, 
also repented of what they had said to him in 7. Let those that live as remote as the 
the wilderness when they were angry ; and bounds of the land which the Hebrews shall 
were in grief on those accounts, insomuch possess, come to that city where the temple 
that the whole body of the people fell into shall be, and this three times in a year, that they 
tears with such bitterness, that it was past the may give thanks to God for his former bene- 


power of words to comfort them in their af- 
fliction. However,* Moses gave them some 
consolation; and by calling them off the 
thought, howr worthy he was of their weeping 
for him, he exhorted them to keep to that 
form of government he had given tliem ; and 
then the congregation was dissolved at that time. 

4, Accordingly, I shall now first describe 
this form of government which was agreeable 
to the dignity and virtue of Moses ; and shall 
thereby inform those tliat read these Antiqui- 
ties, what our original settlements were, and 
si»all tlien proceed to the remaining histories, j 


• This law, both here and Exod. xx, 25, 26, of not 
going up to God's altar by ladder-steps, but on an accli- 
vity, seems not to have belonged to the altar of the ta- 
bernacle, which was in all but three cubits high, Exod. 
xxvii, 4 ; nor to that of Exekiel, which was expressly to 
be gone up to by steps, xliii, 17 i but rather to occasional 
altars of any considerable altitude and largeness : as also 
prolicbly to Soioinon’s altar, to which it is here applied 
by Josephus, as weU as to that in Zorobabel’s and He* 
fM’s temple, which were, 1 think, all ten cubite high. 
See 2 Chron. iv, I, and Antiq. b. viii, chap, iii, sect. 7* 
The reason why these temples, and tntse only, were to 
have this ascent on an actdivity, and not by steps, is ob- 
vious; tliat before the invention of stairs, such m we 
now use, decency could not be otherwise t»roviatHl for 
in the loose garments which the priests wore, as tlie law 
required. See Lamy of the Tabernacle and Temple, 
p. 414. 
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fits, and may entreat him for those they shall 
want hereafter ; and let them, by this means, 
maintain a friendly correspondence with one 
another by such meetings and feastings together 
—for it is a good thing for those that are of the 
same stock, and under the same institution of 
laws, not to be unacquainted with each other; 
which acquaintance will be maintained by thus 
conversing together, and by seeing and talk- 
ing with one another, and so renewing the me- 
morials of this union ; for if they do not thus 
converse together continually, they will ap- 
pear like mere strangers to one another. 

8. Let there be taken out of your fruits a 
tenth, besides that which you have allotted to 
give to the priests and Levites. This you 
may indeed sell in the country, but it is tube 
used in those feasts and sacrifices that are to 
be celebrated in the holy city : for it is fit that 
you should enjoy those fruits of the earth 
which God gives you to possess, so as may be , 
to the honour of the donor. 

9. ^'ou are not to otfer sacrifices out of 


this hearing what they command them to do; 
that so there may always be within their minds 
that intention of the laws which they have 
despised and broken, ana have thereby been 
the causes of their own mischief. Let the 
children also learn the laws, as the first thing 
they are taught, which will be the best thing 
they can be taught, and will be the cause of 
their future felicity. 

13. Let every one commemorate before 
God the benefits which he bestowed upon 
them at their deliverance out of the land of 
Egypt, and this twice every day, both when 
the day begins and when tlie hour of sleep 
comes on, gratitude being in its own nature 
a just thing, and serving not only by way of 
return for past, but also by way of invitation 
of future favours. They arc also to inscribe 
the principal blessings they have received 
from God upon their doors, and show the 
same remembrance of them upon their arms ; 
as also they are to bear on their forehead and 
their arm tliose wonders which declare the 


the hire of a woman who is a harlot, * for the 
Deity is not pleased with any thing that arises 
from such abuses of nature ; of which sort 
none can be worse than this prostitution of 
the body. In like manner no one may take 
the price of the covering of a bitch, either of 
one that is used in hunting, or in keeping of 
sheep, and thence sacrifice to God. 

10. Let no one blaspheme those gods which 
other cities esteem such jf nor may any one 
steal what belongs to strange temples ; nor take 
away the gifts that are dedicated to any god. 

1 1. Let not any one of you wear a gar- 
ment made of woollen and linen, for that is 
appointed to be for the priests alone. 

15^. When the multitude arc assembled to- 
gether unto the holy city for sacrificing every 
seventh year, at the Feast of Tabernacles, let 
the high-pricst stand upon a high desk, whence 
he may be heard, and let him read the laws 
to all the people ; ^ and let neither the women 
nor the children be hindered from iiearing, 
no, nor the servants neither ; for it is a good 
thing that those laws should be engraven in 
their souls, and preserved in their memories, 
that so it may not be possible to blot them 
out ; fer by this means they will not be guilty 
of sin, when they cannot plead ignorance of 
what the laws have enjoined them. The laws 
also will have a greater authority among them, 
as foretelling what they will suffer if they 


power of God, and his good-will towards 
them, that God’s readiness to bless them may 
appear everywhere conspicuous about thetn.§ 
H. Let there be seven mer, to judge in 
evr»y city,|| and these such as have been be- 
fore most zealous in the exercise of virtue and 
righteousness. Let every judge have two 
officers allotted him out of the tribe of Levi. 
Let those that are chosen to judge in the se- 
veral cities be had in great honour ; and let 
none be permitted to revile any others when 
these are present, nor to carry themselves in 
an insolent manner to them ; it being natural 
(bat reverence towards those in high offices 
among men should procure men’s fear and 
reverence towards God, Let those that judge 
be permitted to determine according as they 
think to be right, unless any one can show 
that they have taken bribes, to the perversion 
of justice, or can allege any other accusation 
against them, whereby it may appear that they 
have passed an unjust sentence ; for it is not 
fit that causes should be openly determinec. 
out of regard to gain, or to the dignity of the 
suitors, but that the judges should esteem what 

{ Whether these phybicterics, and other Jewish me- 
morials of the law here niontioned by Josephus, and by 
Moses (besitles the fringes on the borders of their van 
incnis, Nuin. xv, 37), were literally meant l)y God, 1 
much question. 'Fhat they have been long obser\’cd by 
the Pharisees and lliibinieal Jews, ii> certain; however, 
the Karaites, who receive not the uiiwriltcii traditions of 


break them . and imprinting in their souls by the elders, but keep close to the written law, with Jo- 
® rome and Grotius, think they were not literally to be 

understotal ; as liernard and ileland here take notice. 
* The hire of publiv; or secret hark (s was ghen to Nor indeed do I remcmlicr that, either in the ancienter 
VenusinSyrta, as Lucian informs us, p. 878; and against books of the Old Testament, or in the books we call 
some such vile practice of the old idolaters, this law Apocrypha, there arc any signs of such literal observa- 
seems to have been made. tions appearing among the Jews, though their real or 

f The Apostolical Coi.stitutioiis, b. ii, chap, xxvl, mystical signification, i. e. the constant remembrance 
sect. 31, expound this law of Moses {Oxod. xxii, 28), and observation of the laws of God by Moses, be tie- 
** Thou shall not revile or blaspheme the gods," of ma- quently inculcated in all the sacred writings, 
tfistrates ; which Is a much more probable exposition y Here, as well as elsewhere, sect 38, of his Life, 
man thist^ Jt^pi. v' . of heathen grjd.s, as here, and sect 14, and of the War, b. ii, eh. xit, sect 5, are but 
igainst Apion, b, . snvn Judges apiiointed for small cities, instead of ivett’ 

t What bow of the law was thus publicly reati, see ty-ihrec in the modern Rabbins; which modem Hab- 
it.^ tiQU on Antlq- b. x, chap, v, sect. 5, and l End. ix, bmsare always Ymt of very little authority inoompaiUou 
V. lot OUT Josephus. 
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is right before all other things, otherwise God 
will by that means be despised, and esteemed 
inferior to those, the dread of whose power 
has occasioned the unjust sentence ; for jus- 
tice is the power of God. He, therefore, that 
gratifies those in great dignity, supposes them 
more potent than God himself. But if these 
judges be unable to give a just sentence about 
the causes that come before them (which case 
is not unfrequent in human affairs), let them 
send the cause undetermined to the holy city, 
and there let the high-priest, the prophet, and 
the sanhedrim, determine as it shall seem 
good tp them, 

15. But let not a single witness be credit- 
ed ; but three, or two at the least, and those 
such whose testimony is confirmed by their 
good lives. But let not the testimony of wo- 
men be admitted, on diccount of the levity 
and boldness of their sex ;• nor let servants 
be admitted to give testimony, on account of 
the ignobility of their soul; since it is pro- 
bable that they may not speak truth, either out 
of hope of gain, or fear of punishment. But 
if any one be believed to have borne false wit- 
ness, lei him, when he is convicted, siiHer all 
ilio very same punishments which ho against 
whom lie bore witness was to have suffered. 

16. If a murder be committed in anyplace, 
and he that did it be not found, nor is then 
any suspicion upon one as if he had hated the 
man, and so had killed him, let there be a 
very diligent inquiry made after the man, and 
rewards proposed to any one who will discover 
liim : l)ut if still no information can be pro- 
cured, let the magistrates and senate of those 
cities that lie nccir the place in which the 
murder was committed, assemble togetlier, 
and measure the distance from the place 
where the dead body lies ; then let the ma- 
gistrates of the nearest city thereto pur<:lias< 
a heifer, and bring it to a valley, and to a 
place therein where there is no land ploughed 
or trees planted, and let them cut the sinews 
of tiie heifer ; then the priests and Levites, 
and the senate of that city, shall take water 
and wash their bunds over the head of the 
heifer; and they shall openly declare that 
tlieir hands are innocent of this murder, and 
that they have neither done it themselves, nor 
been assisting to any that did it. They shal 
also beseech God to be merciful to them, that 
no such horrid act may any more be done ir 
that land. 

17. Aristocracy, and the way of living un- 
der it, is the best constitution : and may you 
never have any inclination to any other fotm 
of government; and may you always love 
that form, and have the laws for your guver- 

• I have never observed elsewhere, that In the Jew- 
ish government, women were not admitted as legal wit- 
nesses in courts of justice. None of our copies of the 
Pentateuch say a word of it It is very probable, how- 
ever, that this was the exposition of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, and the practice of the Jews in the days of 
dosephr- 


nors, and govern all your actions according 
to them ; for you need no supreme governor 
but God. But if you shall desire a king, let 
him be one of your own nation ; let him be 
always careful of justice and other virtues 
perpetually ; let him submit to the laws, and 
esteem God's commands to be his highest 
wisdom ; but let him do nothing without the 
high-priest and the votes of the senators : let 
him not have a great number of wives, nor 
pursue after abundance of riches, nor a mul- 
titude of horses, whereby he may grow too 
proud to submit to the laws. And if he af- 
fect any such things, let him be restrained, 
lest he become so potent that his state be in- 
consistent with your w'elfare. 

18. Let it not be esteemed lawful to re- 
move boundaries, neither our own, nor of 

hose with whom we are at peace. Have a 
care you do not take those land-marks away 
which arc, as it were, a divine and unshaken 
imitation of rights made by God himself, to 
,ast for ever ; since this going beyond limits 
and gaining ground upon others, is the occa- 
sion of wars and seditions ; for those that re- 
move boundaries arc not far oti* an attempt 
to subvert the laws. 

19. He that plants a piece of land, the 
trees of which produce fruits befoitj the fourth 
year, is not to bring thence any first-fruits to 
God, nor is he to make use of that fruit him- 
self, for it is not produced in its proper sea- 
son ; for when Nature has a force put upon 
her at an unseasonable time, the fruit is not 
proper for God, nor for the master’s use ; but 
let the owner gather all tliat is g'rown on the 
fourth year, for then it is in its proper season ; 
and let him that has gathered it carry it to 
the holy city, and spend that, together with 
the tithe of his other fruits, in feasting with 
his friends, with the orphans, and the widows. 
But on the fifth year the fruit is his own, 
and he may use it as he pleases. 

20. You are not to sow with seed a piece 
of land which is planted with vines ; for it 
is enough that it supply nourishment to that 
plant, and be not harassed by ploughing also. 
You are to plough your land with oxen, and 
not to oblige other animals to come under the 
same yoke with them, but to till your land 
with those beast» that are of the same kind 
with each other. The seeds are also to be 
pure, and without mixture, and not to be 
compounded of two or three sorts, since Na- 
ture does not rejoice in the union of things 
that are not in their own nature alike : nor 
arc you to permit beasts of different kinds to 
gender together, for there is reason to fear 
that this unnatural abuse may extend from 
beasts of different kinds to men, though it 
takes its first rise from evil practices about sucli 
smaller things. Nor is any thing to be al- 
lowed, by imitation whereof any degree of 
subversion may creep Into the constitution ; 
nor do Ibe laws neglect small matUrs* but 
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provide that even those may be managed after 
an unblameable manner. 

21. Let not those that reap and gather in 
the corn that is reaped, gather in the glean- 
ings also, but let them rather leave some 
handfuls for those that are in want of tlie ne- 
cessaries of life, that it may be a support and a 
supply to them, in order to their subsistence. 
In like manner when they gather their grapes, 
let them leave some smaller bunches for the 
poor, and let them pass over some of the fruits 
of the olive trees, when they gather them, and 
leave them to be partaken of by those that 
have none of their own j for the advantage a- 
rising from the exact collection of all, will noi 
be so considerable to the owners os will arise 
from the gratitude of the poor; and God 
wil. provide that the land shall more willing- 
ly produce what shall be for the nourishment 
of its fruits, in case you do not merely take 
care of your own advantage, but have regard 
to the support of others also ! nor are you to 
muzzle tlie mouths of the oxen when they 
tread the cars of corn in the thrashing-floor ; 
for it is not just to restrain our fellow-labour- 
ing animals, and those that work in order to 
its production, of this fruit of their labours : 
nor are you to prohibit those that pass by at 
the time when your fruits are ripe to touch 
them, but to give them leave to fill themselves 
full of what you have ; and this whether they 
be of your own country or strangers, —as be- 
ing glad of the opportunity of giving them 
some part of your fruits wlien they are ripe ; 
but let it not be esteemed lawful for them to 
carry any away ; nor let those that gather the 
grapes, and carry them to the wine-presses, 
restrain those whom they meet from eating of 
them ; for it is unjust, out of envy, to hinder 
those that desire it, to partake of the gtiod 
things that come into the world according to 
God’s w'ill, ami this while the season is at the 
height, and is hastening away as it pleases 
God. Nay, if some, out of baslifulness, are 
unwilling to touch these fruits, let them be 
encouraged to lake of them (I mean, those 
that are Israelites) as if they were themselves 
the owners and lords, on account of the kin- 
dred tliere is between them : nay, let them 
desire men that come from other countries, to 
partake of these tokens of friendship which 
God has given in. their proper season ; for 
that is not to be deemed as idly spent, which 
any one out of kindness communicates to an- 
other, since God bestows plenty of good things 
on men, not only for themselves to reap the ad- 
vantage, but also to give to othiTs in a way of 
generosity ; and he is desirous, by this means, 
to make known to others his peculiar kind- 
ness to the people of Israel^ and how freely 
he communicates happiness to them, while 
they abundantly couuuunicate out of their 
great supertbities to ev^ii tlw foreigners al- 
so. Uiat acts contrary to this 

IttW'i ictWwI>«>atcn vritU forty stripes, save, 


one, • by the public executioner ; let him un- 
dergo this punishment, which is a most igno- 
minious one for a free man, and this because 
he was such a slave to gain as to lay a blot 
upon his own dignity ; for it is proper for 
you who have had the experience of the afflic- 
tions in Egypt, and of those in the wilder, 
ness, to make provision fur those that are in 
the like circumstances ; and while you have 
now obtained plenty yourselves, through the 
mercy and providence of God, to distribute 
of the same plenty, by the like sympathy, to 
such as stand in need of it. 

22. Besides those two titlies, which I have 
already said you are to pay every year, the 
one for the Levites, the other for the festivals, 
you are to bring every third year a third tithe 
to be distributed to those that want ; f to wcu 
men also that are widows, and to children that 
ate orphans. But as to tiic ripe fruits. Jet them 
carry that winch is ripe first of all into the 
temple ; and when they have blessed God for 
that land which bare them, and wliich he had 
given them for a possession, when they have al- 
so offered those sacrifices which the law has 
coimiiancied them to bring, let them give the 
flrsi-fruits to the priests. But when any one 
hath done tins, ai\d hath brought the tithe oS 
all that he hath, together with those first .fruiU 
that are for the Levites, and for the festivals, 
and when he is about to go home, let him 
stand before the holy house, and return thanks 
to God, that ho hatJi delivered them from the 
injurious treatment they hud in Egyj)t, and 
iiuth given them a good land, and a large, and 
lets them enjoy the fruits thereof ; and when 
he hath openly testified that he hath fully paid 
the tithes [and other dues] according to the 
laws of Moses, let him entreat God tiiat he 
will be ever merciful and gracious to him ; 
and continue so to be to all the Hebrews, 
both by preserving the good things which he 
hath already given them, and by adding what 
it is still in his power to bestow upon them. 

23. Let the Hebrews many, at the age fit 
for it, virgins that arc free, and born of good 
parents. And he t!)at does not marry a virgin, 
let him not corru])t another man’s wdfe, and 
marry her, nor grieve her former husband : 
nor Jet free men marry slaves, although their 
affections should strongly bias any of them so 
to do ; for it is decent, and for the dignity of 
the persons themselves, to govern those their 
affections. And farther, iTo one ought to mar. 
ry a harlot, 'whose matrimonial oblations, aris- 
ing from the prostitution of her body, God 
will not receive ; for by these means the dis- 

♦ I'hls |7ei»alty of * forty stripes, save one,* here men- 
tioned, and sect. 23, was five times inflicted on St. Paul 
himself bv the Jews, 2 Cor. xi. 24. 

t Josephus’s plain and express interpretation of this 
law of Moses, Deut. xiv, 28, 29; xxvi, 12, dec. that the 
Jews were bound every third year to pay three tithes • 
th.vt to the Levites, Uiat for sacrifices at Jerusalem, and 
this for the indigent, the widow, and die orphans, is 
fully confirmed by the praetu^e of good old Tobit, even 
when he was a captive in Assyria, against the opinions 
the Rabbins, Tobit. 1. 6, 7* 8. 
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positions of the children will be liberal and 
virtuous ; 1 mean, when they arc not born of | 
base parents, and of the lustful conjunction of 
such as marry women that are not free. If 
any one has been espoused to a woman as to 
a virgin, and does not afterward find her so 
to be, let him bring his action, and accuse 
her, and^et him make use of such indications* 
to prove his accusation as he is furnished with- 
al ; and let the father or the brother of the 
damsel, or some one that is after them nearest 
of kin to her, defend her. If the damsel ob- 
tain a sentence in her favour, that she had not 
been guilty, let her live with her husband 
that accused her ; and let him not have any 
farther power at all to put her away, unless 
site give him very great occasions of suspicion, 
and such as can be no way contradicted ; but 
for him that brings an accusation and calumny 
against his wife in an impudent and rash man- 
ner, let him be punished by receiving forty 
stripes save one, and let him pay fifty shekels 
to her father ; but if the damsel be convicted, 
as having been corrupted, aiul is one of the 
common people, let her be stoned, because 
she did not preserve her virginity till she were 
lawfully married ; but if she were the daugh- 
ter of a priest, let her be burnt alive. If any 
one has two wives, and if he greatly respect 
and be kind to one of them, either out of his 
affection to her, or for her beauty, or for some 
other reason, while the other is of less esteem 
with him ; and if the son of her that is belov- 
ed he the younger by birth than another born 
vf the other wife, but endeavours to obtain 
the right of primogeniture from his father’s 
kindness to his mother, and w'ould thereby 
obtain a double portion of his father’s sub- 
stance, for that double portion is what I have 
allotted him in the laws, — let not this be per- 
mitted ; for it is unjust that he who is the eid- 
er by birth should be deprived of what is due 
to him, on chc father’s disposition of his estate, 
because his mother was not equally regarded 
by him. He that hath corrupted a damsel 
espoused to another man, in case he had her 
consent, let both him and her be put to death, 
for they are both equally guilty ; the man, be- 
cause he persuaded the woman willingly to 
submit to a most impure action, and to prefer 
it to lawful w'edlock ; the woman, because she 
was persuaded to yield herself to be corrupt- 
ed, either for pleasure pr for gain. However, 
.'f a man light on a w'oman w hen she is alone, 
and forces ber, where nobody was present to 

* These tokens of virginity, as the Hebrew and Sep- 
tuagint style them, Dent. xxii. 15, 17, iiO, seem to me 
very diffbrent from what our later interpreters suppose. 
They appear rather to have been such close Ihieii gan- 
ments as were never put oft' virgins^ after a certain ^e, 
till they were married, but before witnesses, and which, 
while they were entire, were certain evidences of such 
virginity. See thes.e, Antiq. b. vii, chap. vlli. sect. 1 * 
z bam. xiii. 18; Isa. vl. 1. Josephus here determines 
nothing what were these particular tokens of virginity 
or of corniptioii : perhaps he thought be could not easily 
describe them to the heathens, without laying what they 
might have thought a breach of modesty j which seem- 
ing breach of modesty laws cannot always wholly avoid. 
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come to her assistance, let him only be put 
to death. Let him that hath corrupted a vir- 
gin not vet espoused, marry her; but if the 
father of the damsel be not willing that she 
should be his wife, let him pay fifty shekels 
as the price of her prostitution. He that de- 
sires to be divorced from his wife for any causef 
whatsoever (and many such causes happen 
among men), let him in writing give assurance 
:bat he will never use her as his wife any more ; 
or by this means she may bo at liberty to 
marry another husband, although before this 
bill of divorce be given, she is not to be per- 
mitted so to do : but if she be misused by him 
also, or if, when he is dead, her first husband 
would marry her again, it shall not be lawful 
ibr her to return to him. If a woman’s hus- 
band die, and leave her without children, let 
his brother marry her; and let him call the 
son that is born to him by his brother’s name, 
and educate him as the heir of his inheritance ; 
for this procedure will be for the benefit of 
:he public, because thereby families will not 
fail, and the estate will continue among the 
kindred: and this will be for the solace of 
wives under their affliction, that they are to 
be married to the next relation of their for- 
mer husbands; but if the brother will not 
marry her, let the woman come before the se- 
nate, and protest openly that this brother will 
not admit her for his wife, but will injure 
the memory of his deceased brother, while she 
is willing to continue in the family, and to 
bear hjni children ; and when the senate have 
inquired of him for what reason it is that he 
is averse to this marriage, whether he gives a 
bad or a good reason, the matter must come to 
this issue, That the woman shall loose the san- 
dals of the brother, and shall spit in his face, 
and say, He deserves this reproachful treat- 
ment from her, as having injured the memory 
of the deceased ; — and then let him go away 
out of the senate, and bear this reproach upon 
him all his life long ; and let her marry to whom 
she pleases, of such as seek her in marriage. 
But now, if any man take captive, either a vir- 
gin, or one that bath been married, f and has a 
mind to marry her, let him not be allowed to 
bring her to bed to him, or to live with her 
as his wife, before she hath her head sha¥en, 
and hath put on her mourning habit, and 
lamented her relations and friends that were 
slain in the battle, that by this means she may 
give vent to her sorrow for them, and aftei 
that may btdake herself to feasting and matri- 
mony ; for it is good for him that takes a wo- 
man, In order to have children by her, to be 
complaisant to her inclinations, and not mere- 
ly to pursue his own pleasure, while he hath 

t These words of Josephus arc very like those of the 
Pharisees to our Saviour upon this very subject, Matt, 
xix, 3, ** Is it lawful for anum to put away his wife 
for every cause ?** . 

t Here it is supposed that this captive’s husband, if 
she were before a married woman, was dead b^re, or 
rather was slain in this very battle; otherwise it wtaild 
have been adultery to him that married her 
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no regard to what is agreeable to her ; but 
when thirty days are past, as the time of 
mourning, for so many are sufficient to prud- 
ent persons for lamenting the dearest friends, 
then let them proceed to the marriage ; but 
in case, when he hath satisfied his lust, he be 
too proud to retain her for his wife, let him 
not have it in his power to make her a slave, 
but let her go away wiiither she pleases, and > 
have that privilege of a free woman. 

24. As to those young men that despise 
their parents, and do not pay them honour, 
but offer them affronts, either because they 
are ashamed of them, or think themselves 
wiser than they, — in the first place let their j 
parents admonish them in words (for they arcj 
by nature of authority sufBcieut for becoming | 
their judges), and let them say thus to them : ! 
— That they cohabited together, not for the 
sake of pleasure, nor for the augmentation of 
their riches, by joining both their stocks to- 
gether, but that they might have children, 
to take care of them in their old age, and 
might by them have what they then should 
want ; — and say farther to him, “ That when 
thou w'astborn, wc took thee up with gladness, 
and gave God the greatest thanks for thee, 
and brought thee up with great care, and 
spared for nothing that appeared useful for 
thy preservation, and for thy instruction in 
what was most excellent ; and now, since it 
is reasonable to forgive the sins of those that 
are young, let it suffice thee to have given so 
many indications of tliy contempt of us; — 
reform thyself, and act more wisely for the 
time to come; considering that God is dis- 
pleased with those that arc insolent tow'ards^ 
their parents, because he is liimself the Father | 
of the whole race of mankind, and seems to j 
bear part of that dishonour which falls upon ! 
those that have the same name, when they do | 
not meet with due returns from their child- 
ren ; and on such the law inflicts inexorable 
punishment ; of which punishment mayst thou 
never have the experience !” Now if the in- 
solence of young men be tlius cured, let them 
escape the reproach which their former errors 
deserved ; for by this means the lawgiver will 
appear to be good, and parents happy, while 
they never behold either a son or a daughter 
brouglit to punishment ; but if it happen that 
these words and instructions, conveyed by them 
in order to reclaim the man, appear to be use- 
less, then the offender renders the lows impla- 
cable enemies to the insolence be has offered 
bis parents ; let him therefore be brought 
forth* by these very parents, out of the city, 
with a multitude following him, and there let 
him be stoned ; and when he has continued 
there for one wliole day, that all the people 
may see him, l<»t hlr-j be buried in the night ; 
and thus it is that bury all whom the laws 

'S^iMIstod the Grcftt Insisting on the execution of 
thWialMplit rrlalip to two of his own som, before the 
aatiq. b. xvi. ch. xi. sect 2, 


condemn to die, upon any account whatso- 
ever. Let our enemies that fall in battle be 
also buried, nor let any one dead body lie 
above the ground, or suffer a punishment be- 
yond what justice requires. 

25. Lei no one lend to any one of the He- 
brews upon usury, neither usury of what is 
eaten or what is drunken ; for it is n^t just to 
make advantage of the misfortunes of one of 
thy own countrymen : but when thou bast 
been assistant to his necessities, think it thy 
gain, if thou obtainest their gratitude to thee ; 
and withal that reward w'hich will come to 
thee from God, for thy humanity towards him, 

26. Those who have borrowed cither silver 
or any sort of fruits, whether dry or wet (I 
mean this, when the Jewish affairs shall, by 
the blessing of God, be to their own mind), let 
the borrowers bring them again, and restore 
them with pleasure to those who lent them ; 
laying them np, as it were, in their own trea- 
suries, and justly expecting to receive them 
thence, if they shall want them again ; hut if 
they be without shame, and do not restore it, let 
not the lender go to tlic borrower’s house, and 
take a pledge himself, before judgment be 
given concerning it; but let him require the 
pledge, and let the debtor bring it of himself, 
without the least opposition to him that comes 
upon him under the protection of the law ; 
and if he that gave the pledge be rich, let the 
creditor retain it till what he lent be paid hini 
again ; but if he be poor, let him that take 
it return it before the going down of the sun 
especially if the pledge be a garment, that the 
debtor may have it for a covering in his sleep, 
God himself naturally showing mercy to the 
poor. It is also not law'ful to take a mill-stojne, 
nor any utensil thereto belonging, fora pledge, 
that the debtors may not be deprived of instru- 
ments to get their food withal, and lest they 
be undone by their necessity. 

2%, Let death be the punishment for steal 
ing a man ; but he that hath purloined gold 
or silver, let him pay double. If any one kill 
a man that is stealing something out of bis 
house, let him be esteemed guiltless, although 
the man were only breaking in at the wall. Let 
him that hath stolen cattle pay fourfold what 
is lost, excepting the case of an ox, for wj^icb 
let the thief pay fivefold. Let him that is so 
poor that he cannot pay what mulct is laid 
upon him, be his servant to whom he was ad- 
judged U> pay it. 

28. If any one be sold to one of his own 
nation, let him serve him six years, and on 
the seventh let him go free. But if he have 
a son by a woman-servant in his purchaser’s 
bouse, and if, on account of his good-will to 
bis master, and his natural affection to his wife 
and children, he will be his servant still, let 
him be set free only at the coming of the year 
of jubilee, which is the fiftieth year, and let 
him then take away with him his children and 
wife, and let them be free also 
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29. If any one 6nd gold or silver on the 
road, let him inquire after him that lost it, 
and make proclamation of the place where he 
found it, and then restore it to him again, as 
not thinking it right to make his own profit 
by the loss of another. And the same rule 
is to be observed in cattle found to have 
wandered away into a lonely place. If the 
owner be not presently discovered, let him 
that is the finder keep it with himself, and 
appeal to God that he has not purloined what 
belongs to another. 

30. It is not lawful to pass by any beast 

that is in distress, when in a storm it is fallen 
down in the mire, but to endeavour to pre- 
serve it, as having a syinputliy with it in its 
pain. ! 

31. It is also a duty to shew the foads to 
those who do not know them, and not to esteem 
it a matter for sport, when we hinder others* 
advantages, by setting them in a wrong way. 

32. In like manner, let no one revile a per- 
son blind or difnib. 

33. If men strive together, and there be no 
instrument of iron, let him that is smitten be 
avenged immediately, by inflicting the same 
punishment on him that smote him ; but if 
when he is carried home he lie sick many 
days, and then die, let him that smote him es- 
rape punishment ; but if he that is smitten es- 
rape death, and yet be at great expense for 
his cure, the smitcr shall pay for all that has 
Dcen expended during the time of his sickness, 
unci for all that he has paid the physician. He 
that kicks a woman with child, so that the wo- 
man miscarry,* let him pay a fine in money, 
as the judges shall determine, as having ditnin- 
ished the multitude by the destruction of wiiat 
Ws ill her womb ; and let money also be given 
the woman’s husband by him that kicked her ; 
but if she die of the stroke, let him also be 
put to death, the law judging it equitable tha 
life should go for life. 

34. Let no one of the Israelites keep any 
poison f that may cause death, or any other 
4arm ; but if he be caught with it, let bin: 
be put to death, and sufler the very same mi; 
chief that he would have brought upon them 
for whom the poison was prepared. 

<^5. He that raaimeth any one, let him un- 
dergo the like himself, and be deprived of tin 
same member of which he hath deprived the 
other, unless he that is maimed will accept of 

* Philo and others appear to have understood this law 
(Exod. xxi. Si) butter than Josephus, who scorns tr 
allow, that though the infant in the mother's womb 
even after tlte mother were quick, and so the infant liar 
a rational soul, were killed by the stroke upon the roc 
ther, yet if the mother escaped, the oflbnder should on 
ly be fined, and not put to death: while the law seemi 
rather to mean, that if the infant in tliat ease be killed, 
though the mother escape, the ofi^nder must be put to 
death ; and not only when tlie mother is killed, as Jo 
sephus understood ft. It seems this was the exposition 
of the niarlsees in the days of Joaephus. 

t What we render a aoeoruing to our modem 

notions of witchcraft, Exod. xxii. in, Philo and Jose- 
phus understood of a poisoner, or one who attempted, 
»y secret and unlawful drugs or phlUi i, to take away. tl» 
tenses or ilie lives of men. 
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money instead of it;f for the law makes tha 
fferer the judge of the value of what he 
lath suffered, and permits him to estimate it, 
.nless he will be more severe. 

36. Lot him that is the owner of an ox 
hicb pusheth with his horn, kill him : but if 

le pushes and gores any one in the thrashing, 
loor, let him be put to death by stoning, and 
ct him not be thought 6t for food ; but if 
lis owner be convicted as having known what 
lis nature was, and hath not kept him up, let 
lirn also l>e put to death, as being the occa- 
lon of the ox*s having killed a man. But if 
be ox have killed a man-servant, or a maid- 
ervant, let Iiiin be stoned ; and let the own- 
‘r of the ox pay thirty shekels § to the mas- 
er of him that was slain ; but if it be an ox 
bat is thus smitten and killed, let both the 
>xen, that which smote the other and that 
/hich was killed, be sold, and let the owners 
•f them divide their price between them. 

37. Let those that dig a well or a pit, be 
careful to lay planks over them, and so keep 
hem shut up, not in order to hinder any per- 
sons from drawing water, but that there may 
be no danger of falling into them : but if any 
;)ne*s beast fall into such a well or pit thus 
digged and not shut up, and perish, let the 
owner pay its price to the owner of the beast. 
Let there be a battlement round thetopsof your 
louses instead of a wall, that may prevent any 
persons from rolling down and perishing. 

38. Let him that has received any thing in 
trust for another, take care to keep it as a sa- 
cred and divine thing ; and let no one invent 
any contrivance, whereby to deprive him that 
Hath intrusted it witk him of the same, and 
this whether he be a man or a woman; no, 
not although lie or she were to gain an im- 
mense sum of gold, and this where he cannot 
be convicted of it by any body ; for it is fit 
that a man*s own conscience, which knows 
what he hath, should, in all cases, oblige him 
to do well. Let this conscience be his wit- 
ness, and make him always act so as may pro- 
cure him commendation from others ; but let 
him chiefly have regard to God, from whom 
no w'icked man can lie concealed : but if he 
in w'hom the trust was reposed, without any 
deceit of his own, lose what he was intrusted 
withal, let him come before the seven judges, 
and sw'ear by God that nothing hath been lost 
willingly, or w'ith a wicked intention, and 
that he hath not made use of any part tliere- 
of, and so let him depart without blame ; but 
if he iiath made use of the least part of what 
was committed to him, and it be lost, let him 
be condemned to repay all that he had re- 
ceived. After the same manner as in these 

f TMb permission of redeeming this penalty with mo- 
ney is not in our copies, Exod. xxi. 24, 25 ; Lev. xxiv 
20; Deut xlx. 21. 

i We may here note, that thirty shekels, Ui^rits 
oueSaviour was sold for by Judas to the Jew, Matth. 
xxvi, 15, and xxvii, .1, was the old value of a bought 
•ervant or slave among that people. 
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trusts, is tix bo, if any onu defraud those 
that undevgo bodily labour for him. And lot 
it be always remembered, that we arc not to 
defraud a poor man of his wages ; as being 
sensible that God has allotted these wages to 
*^him instead of land and other possessions ; 
nay, this payment is not at all to be delayed, 
but to be made that very day, since God is 
not willing to deprive the labourer of the im- 
mediate use of what he hath laboured for. 

39. You are not to punish children for the 
faults of their parents, but on account of their 
own virtue ratlier to vouchsafe them commis- 
eration, because they were born of wicked pa- 
rents, tlian hatred, because they were born of 
bad ones : nor indeed ought we to impute the 
sin of children to their fathers, while young 
persons indulge themselves in many practices 
different from w'hat they Iiava been instructed 
in, and this by their proud refusal of such in- 
struction. ' 

40. Let those that have made themselves 
eunuchs be had in detestation ; and. do youa- 
void any conversation with them who have de- 
prived themselves of their manhood, and of 
that fruit of generation which God has given 
to men for the increase of their kind ; let such 
be driven away, aS if tiiey iia<l killed their 
children, since they befoi ehand have lost what 
should procure them ; for evident it is, that 
while their soul is become effeminate, they 
have withal transfused that effeminacy to their 
body also. In like manner do you treat all 
that is of a monstrous nature when it is looked 
on ; nor is it lawful to geld men or any other 


animals. * 

''41. Let this be the constitution of your 
political laws in time of peace, and God will 
be so merciful as to preserve this excellent set- 
tlement free from disturbance : and may that 
time never come which may innovate any 
thing, and chaise it for the contrary. But 
since it must needs happen that mankind fall 
into troubles and dangers, either undesigned 
ly or intentionally, come let us make a few 
constitutions concerning them, that so being 
apprized beforehand what ought to be done, 
you may have saluUry counsels ready when 
you want them, and may not then be obliged 
to go to seek what is to be done, and so be 
unprovided, and fall into dangerous circum- 
stances. May you be a laborious people, and 
exercise your souls in virtuous actions, and 
thereby possess <ax\d inbent the land without 
wars ; while neither any foreigners make war 
upon it, and so afflict you, nor any Internal 
sedition seize upon it, whereby you may do 
thills that are contrary to your fathers, and 
§0 lose the lews which ^hey have established : 

continue ip the observation of 

brutes, b^aid 
Pert, tc inflict <if>aUi on him 
only a ^[uurlsaical interpreta- 
of MtStlaw, Lev. xxi. 20, 
may heflee obst-rve, that the Jews 
ore gelt, but only bulb 
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those laws which God hath approved of, and 
hath delivered to you. Let all sort of war- 
like operations, whether they befal you now 
in your own time, or hereafter in the times of 
your posterity, be done out of your own bord- 
ers; but wheii you arc about to go to war, 
send ambassages and heralds to those who are 
your voluntary enemies, for it is a right thing 
to make use of words to them before you 
come to your weapons of war ; and assure 
them thereby, that although you have a nu- 
merous army, with horses and weapons, and, 
above these, a God merciful to you, and ready 
to assist you, you do however desire them not 
to compel you to fight against them, nor to 
take from them what they have, which will 
indeed be our gain, but what they will have 
no reason to wish we should take to ourselves; 
and if they hearken to you, it will be proper 
for you to keep peace with them ; but if they 
trust in their own strength as superior to 
yours, and will not do you justice, lead your 
army against them, making use of God as your 
supreme commander, but ordaining for a lieu- 
tenant under him, one that is of the greatest ' 
courage among you ; for these diff'jrent com- * 
manders, besides their being aji obstacle to 
actions that arc to be done on the sudden, arc 
a disadvantage to those that make use of them. 
Lead an army pure, and of chosen men, com- 
posed of all such as have extraordinary 
strength of body and hardiness of soul; but 
do you send away the timorous part, lest they 
run away in the time of action, and so afford 
an advantage to your enemies. Do you also 
give leave to those that have lately built them 
houses, and have not yet lived in them a year’s 
time; and to those that have planted them 
vineyards, and have not yet been partakers of 
their fruits,— -to continue in their own coun- 
try ; as well as those also who have betrothed, 
or lately married them wives, lest they have 
such an affection for these things that they be 
too sparing of their lives, and, by reserving 
themselves for these enjoyments, tiicy become 
voluntary cowards, on account of their wivesb 

42. When you have pitched your camp, 

take care that you do nothing that is mmel ; 
and when you are engaged in a sfpge, and 
want timber for the making of warlike iHn- 
gines, do not you render the land ipked by 
cutting down trees that bear fruit, but spare 
them, as considering th»t they were made for 
the benefit 'of men ; and that if th^ could 
speak, they would have a just plea agaiffUk^yOU, 
because, though they arc not occasions of the 
war, they are unjustly treated, and in 

it ; and would, if they were able, repo0 them- 
selves into another land. When you have 
beaten your enemies in battle, slay those that 
have fought against you ; but preserve tbo Oth- 
ers alive, that they may pay you tril^^ 
cepting the nation of the Canaanites; !§ 
that pe^le, you must entirely destroy iliem./ 

43. Take care, especially In your) 
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that no woman use the habit of a man, nor 
man the garment of a woman. 

44. This was the form of political goverft- 
ment which was left us by Moses. Moreover, 
ne had already delivered laws in writing, ♦ in 
the fortieth year [after they came ^ut of Egypt], 
concerning which we w'ill discourse in another 
book. But now on the following days (for he 
called them to assemble continually) he deli- 
vered blessings to them, and curses upon those 
that should not live according to the laws, but 
should transgress the duties that were deter- 
mined for them to observe. After this, he 
read to them a poetic song, which was com- 
posed in hexameter verse ; and left it to them 
in the holy book : it contained a prediction of I 
what was to come to pass afterward ; agreea- 
bly whereto all things have happened all along, 
and do still happen to us; and wherein he 
has not at all deviated from the truth. Ac- 
cordingly, he delivered these books to the 
priests, f with the ark ; into which he also put 
the Ten Commandments, written on two ta- 
bles. He delivered to them the tabi^aclc 
also ; and exhorted the peojde, that wheri they 
had conquered the land, and were settled in 
it, they sliould not forget the injuries of th( 
Anialekitcs, but make war against them, anc; 
inflict punishment upon them for what iiiis^ 
chief tliey did them when they were in thi 
wilderness ; and that, when they had got pos- 
session of the land of the Canaanites, aiu 
when they had destroyed the whole inuliitud 
of its inhabitants, as they ought to do, they 
should erect an altar that should face the ris- 
ing sun, not far from the city of Shechem, be- 
tween tlie two mountains, that of Gerizzim, 
situate on the right hand, and that callc< 
Ebal, on the left ; and that the army shoulc 
be so divided, that six tribes should stani 
upon each of the two mountains, and with 
them the Levites and the priests. And thai 
first, those that were upon mount Gerizzii: 
should pray for the best blessings upon those j 
who were diligent about the worship of God, 
and the observation of his laws, and who did 
not reject what Moses had said to them ; while 
the other wished them all manner of happi- 
ness also ; and when these last put up the like 
prayers, the former praised them. After this, 
curses w'erc denounced upon those that should 
transgress those laws, they answering one ano- 
ther alternately, by way of confirmation of 
what had been said. Moses also wrote their 
blessingf and their curses, that they might 
learn them so tlioroughly, tliAt they might 
never be forgotten by length of time. And 
when he was ready to die, wrote these 
blessings and curses upon the altar, on each 
side of it; I where be says also tlie people 

• TheM laws seem to be those above mentioned, sect, 
t, of this chapter. . . 

t What laws were now dcllvwed to the priests, see 
the note on Antiq. b. ill, chop, i, sect. 7. 

I Of the exact place where this altar wm to bebiiflt, 
whether nearer moun^ Geritfim or mount £bal« aocctfid**, 


tood, and then sacrificed and offered burnt* 
liTcrings ; though after that day they nevef 
•ffered upon it any other sacriffee, for it was 
lot lawful so to do. These are the constitu- 
ions of Moses ; and the Hebrew nation still 
ive according to them. 

45. On the next day, Moses called thepe«>. 

>1e together, with the women and children, to 
, congregation, so as the very slaves were pre- 
sent also, that they might engage themselves 
Lo the observation of these laws by oath ; and 
that, duly considering the meaning of God in 
hem, they might not, either for favour of 
heir kindred, or out of fear of any one, or 
ndeed for any motive whatsoever, think any 
hing ought to be preferred to these laws, and 
so might transgress thorn ; that in case any one 
of their own blood, or any city, should at- 
tempt to confound or. dissolve their constitu- 
ion of govcrnnfbnt, they should take venge- 
ance upon them, both all in general, and each 
person in particular ; and when they had con- 
quered them, should overturn their city to the 
rery foundations, and, if possible, should not 
leave the least footsteps of such madness: but 
that if they were not able to take such venge- 
ance, they should still demonstrate that what 
was done was contrary to, their wills. So the 
multitude bound themselves by oatli so to do. 

46. Moses .taught them also by what mean* 
their sacrifices might be the most acceptable 
to God ; and how they should go forth to war^ 
making use of the stones (in the high-pric$t*& 
breast-plate) for their direction, $ as I have 
before'signified. Joshua also prophesied whih 
Moses was present. And when Moses had ^ 
recapitulated whatsoever tie had done for the 
preservation of the people, both in their wars 
and in peace, and had composed them a body 
of laws, and procured them an excellent fori|| 
of government, lie foretqld, as God had 
dared to him, ** That if tliey transgressed 
that institution for the worship of God, they 
should experience the following miseries - 
Their land should be full of weapons of war 
from their enemies, and their cities should be 
overthrown, and their temple should bo burnt ; 
that they should bo sohl for slaves, to such 
men as would have no pity on them in their 
afflictions ; that they would then repent, when 
that repentance would no way profit them un- 
der their sufferings. Yet,** said he, " will that 
God who founded your nation, restore your 
cities to your citizens, with their temple also ; 
and you shall lose advantages, not once 
only, but often.** 

^ Dr. Bernard well observes here, how unfortunate 
this neglect of consulting the Urim was to Joshua him< 
self in the case of the Oioeonltes \ who put a trick upon 
him and ensnared him, together with the rest of the 
Jewish Tulers, with a solemn oath to preserve them, con- 
trary to his Qomndsdon to esMiTAte aU Ca n a anim 

root and branch t whkdi he and UiO' other 
never durst break. See Scripture Politics, p. 53, 5di ^ 
this snare they were brought Into because g® 
not jik counsel at the moufli^the bo«b" 
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47. Now when Moses had encouraged Jo- 
ihua to lead" out the army against the Ca* 
naanitesy by telling him tliat God would as- 
sist him in all liis undertakings, and had 
blessed the whole multitude, he said, “ Since 
X am going to my forefathers, and God has 
determined that this should be the day of my 
departure to them, I return him thanks while 
1 am still alive and present with you, for that 
providence he hath exercised over you, which 
hath not only delivered us from the miseries 
we lay under, but hath bestowed a state of 
prosperity upon us ; as also, that he hath as- 
ftisjted me in the pains I took, and in all the 
contrivances I had in my care about you, in 
order to better your condition, and hath on all 
occasions showed himself favourable to us ; or 
rather he it was who first conducted our af- 
fairs, and brought them to a happy conclu- 
sion, by making use of me As a vicarious ge- 
neral under him, and as a minister in those 
matters ivherein he was willing to do you 
good : on which account 1 think it proper to 
bless that Divine Power which will take care 
of you for the time to come, and this in order 
to repay that debt which 1 owe him, and to 
leave behind me a memorial that we arc 
obliged to worship and honour him, and to 
keep those laws whicii are the most excellent 
gift of all those he hath already bestowed up- 
on us, or which, if he continue fa>ourabIe to 
us, he will bestow upon us hereafter. Cer- 
tainly a human legislator is a terrible enemy 
ivhen his laws are aftronted, and are made to 
no purpose. And may you never experience 
that displeasure of God wliicli will be the con- 
sequence of the neglect of these Iiis laws, which 
he, w'ho is your Creator, hath given you ! ’ 

48. When Moses had spoken thus at the 
end of his life, and had foretold what would 
befal to every one of their tribes* afterward, 
with the addition of a blessing to them, the 
multitude fell into tears, insomuch that even 
the w'onien, by beating their breasts, made 
manifest llie deep concern they iiad when he 
was about to die. The children also lament- 
ed still more, as not able to contain their 
grief ; and thereby declared, that even at 
their age they were sensible of his virtue and 
mighty deeds ; and truly there seemed to be 
a strife betwixt the young and the old, who 
should most grieve for him. The old grieved, 
because they knew what a careful protector 
they were to be deprived of, and so lamented 
their future state; but the young grieved, not 
only for that, but als»> because it so happened 
that they were to be left by him before they 
had well tasted of his virtue. Now one may 
make a guess at the excess of this sorrow and 
lamentotion of the multitude, from what hap- 

♦ Since Josephus .i. us here, as \& most naturally 
to be sujqpoiM, and as :.c Suptuagint gives the text 
(0eut. xldiili, 6 ), that Moses blessed ©very one of the 
CriU^ of lireel, it is evide nt that Simeon was not omit- 
t^ in hls e^y, as it unhupiiily now is, both •» our He- 
anw andlainariuui oopi^. 
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pened to the legislator himself ; for althougli 
he was always persuaded that he ought not to 
be cast down at the approach of death, since 
the undergoing it was agreeable to the will of 
God and the law of nature, yet what the peo- 
ple did so overbore him, that he wept him- 
self. Now as he went thence to the place 
w'here he was to vanish out of their sight, 
they all followed after him weeping ; but 
Moses beckoned with his hand to those that 
were remote from him, and bade them stay 
behind in quiet, while he exhorted those that 
were near to him that they would not render 
his departure so lamentable. Whereupon they 
thought they ought to grant him that favour, 
to let him depart, according as he himself de- 
sired ; so they restrained themselves, tliough 
weeping still towards one another. All those 
who accompanied him were the senate, and 
Eleazer the high -priest, and Joshua their com- 
mander. Now as soon as they were come to 
the mountain called Abarim (which is a very 
high mountain, situate over against Jericho, 
and one that affords, to such as are upon it, 
a prospect of the greatest part of the excellent 
land of Canaan), he dismissed the senate ; 
ami as he was going to embrace Eleazer and 
Joshua, and was still discoursing with them, 
a cloud stood over him on tiie sudden, and he 
disappeared in a certain valley, although he 
wrote in the holy books that he died, which 
was done out of fear, lest they should veiiture 
to say that, because of his extraordinary vir- 
tue, he went to God. 

49. Now Moses lived in all one hundred 
and twenty years ; a third part of which time, 
abating one month, he was tlie people’s ruler; 
and he died on the last month of the year, 
which is called by the Macedonians lJi/st7'us, 
but by wiAdnrt on the first day of the month, 
lie was one that exceeded all men that ever 
were in understanding, and made the best use 
of w’liat that understanding suggested to him. 
He had a very graceful way of speaking and 
addressing himself to the multitude : and as 
to his other cjualifications, he had such a full 
command of his passions, as if be hardly had 
any such in his soul, and only knew them by 
their names, as rather perceiving them in other 
men tfiaii in hirnseif. He was also such a 
general of an army as is seldom seen, as well 
as such a prophet as was never known, and 
this to such a degree, that wliutig^iever he pro- 
nounced, you would think you heard the 
voice of God himself. So the people mourn- 
ed for him thirty days ; nor’ did ever any 
grief so deeply affect the Hebrew^ as did this 
upon the death of Moses ; nor were those 
that had experienced his conduct the only 
persons that desired him, but those also that 
perused the laws he left behind him had a 
strong desire after him, and by them ga- 
thered the extraordinary virtue he was mas- 
ter of. And this shall sutlicc for the decla- 
ration of the manner of the death of Moses 
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costainino the interval of four hundred and seventy-six ykars, 
FROM THE DEATH OF MOSES TO THE DEATH OF ELI. 


CHAPTER I. 


HOW JOSHUA, THE COM-MANDEH OF TIIK HE- 
BKliWS, MADE WAll WITH THE CANAANITES, 
AND OVEUCAMK THEM, AND DESTttOYED 
THEM, AND DIVIDED THEIll LAND BY LOT 
TO THE T111BE.S OF ISUAEL. 

§ 1. When Mcisos was taken away from 
among men, in tiie manner already described, 
and when all the solemnities belonging to the 
mourning for him were finished, and the sor. 
row for him was over, Joshua commanded 
the multitude to get themselves ready for an 
expedition. He also sent spies to Jericho, 
to discover what forces they liad, and what 
were their intentions ; hut he put his canap in 
order, as intending soon to pa'-s over Jordan 
at a proper season. And calling to him the 
rulers of the tribe of Ueuben, and the gover- 
nors of the tribe of Gad, and [the half tribe 
of] Maiiasseli, for half of this tribe had been i 
permitted to liave their habitation in the coun- 
try of the Amorites, which was the seventh 
part of the land of Canaan,* he put them in 
mind what they had promised Moses j and he 
exhorted ^heni that, for tlie sake of the care 
that Moses had taken of them, who had never 
been weary of taking pains for them, no not 
when he was dying, and for the sake of the 
public welfare, they would prepare themselves, 
and readily perform what tliey had promisetl j 
so lie took fifty thousand of them who folluw- 

• The Ainoiitc’-s were one of the seven n.ations of 
t’anaan. HcMut* Uvlaiul Is willing to suppose that Jo- 
sepliusdld not hcrenu’un that their land iKyond Jordan 
was a seventy part of the wlrule land of Tanaan, but 
meant tlic Amorites as a seventiv nation. His reason is, 
that Josephus, as well as our Bible, generally distinguish 
the land beyond Jordan from the l.*ind of Cana<'in ; nor 
can it l>G denied, that in strietness they were different; 
yet after two tribe.s ami a half of the twelve tribes eame 
to inherit it, it might in a gener.d way altogether be well 
included under the land or Canaan, or Palestine, or Ju- 
dea; of which we have a clear example here before us 
in Josephus, whose words evidenUy imply, that taking 
the whole land of I'anaan, or that inhabited by all the 
twelve tribes together, and parting it into seven parts, 
the part beyond Jordan was in ipiantity of ground one 
seventh part of the whole. And this well enough agrees 
to Roland’s own map of that eoimtry, although this 
land beyond Jonlan was so peculiarly fruitful, and good 
for pasturage, a.<i the two tribes Hiid a half took notice 
(Numb, xxxli, I, i, 1C), that It maintained about a fifth 
Port of the whole frcople. 


ed him, and he marched from Abila to Jor- 
dan, sixty furlongs. 

2. Now when he had pitched his camp, the 
spies came to him immediately, well acquaint- 
ed with the whole state of the Canaanites; 
for at first, before they were at all di.scovered, 
they took a full view of the city of Jericho 
without disturbance, and saw which parts of the 
walls were strong, and which parts were other- 
wise, and indeed insecure, and which of the 
gales w’ere so weak as might aflbrd an entrance 
to their army. Now those that met them took no 
notice of them when they saw' them, and sup- 
posed they were only strangers, w ho used to 
be very curious in observing every thing in 
the city, and did not take them for enemies; 
but at even they retired to a certain inn that 
was ‘near to the wall, whither they went to 
eat their supper; which supper when they 
had done, and were considering how to get 
away, information was given to the king as 
he w'as at supper, that there w’ere some per- 
sons come from the Hebrews’ camp to view 
the city as spies, and that they were in the inn 
kept by Rahab, and were very solicitous that 
they might not be discovered. So he sent 
immediately some to them, and commanded 
to catch them, and bring them to him, that he 
might examine them by torture, and learn 
what their business was there. As soon as 
Rahab unde»-stood that these messengers were 
corning, she hid the spies under stalks of 
flax, which w'cre laid to dry on the top of her 
house ; and said to the messengers that were 
sent by the king, that certain unknown strang- 
j ers had supped w'iili her a little before sun- 
setting, and were gone away, who might easi- 
ly be taken, if they were any terror to the city, 
or likely to bring any danger to the king. 
tiiese messengers being thus deluded by the 
woman, f and suspecting no imposition, went 
tlieir w'ays, without so much as searching the 
inn; but they immediately pursued them a- 

S lt plainly appears by the history of these spies, 
the iun-koc\K'r Rahab's deception of the king of 
Jericho's messengers, by telling them what was false, in 
order to save the lives of the spies, and yet the ^at 
commendation of her faith and good works in the New 
Testament (Heb. xi. HI ; James li. 95), w well as hy 
n?;uiy other parallel examples, both in tlie Old Test . 
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long tliofse roads which they most probably while he suspected, that if he should attempt 
supposed them to have gone, and those parti- to make a bridge, that their enemies would 
ctllarly which Ic*d to the river, but could hear not adbrd him time to perfect it, and for fer- 
no tidings of them ; so they left oflf the pains ry-boats they had none, — God promised so to 
of any farther pursuit. But when the tumult dispose of the river, that they might pass over 
was over, Kahab brought the men down, and it, and that by taking away the main part of 
desired them as soon as they should have ob- its waters. So Joshua, after t>vo days, caused 
tained possession of the land of Canaan, when the army and the whole multitude to pass over 
it would be in their power to make her amends in the manner following The priests went 
for her preservation of them, to remember first of all, havinir the ark with them : then 


what danger she had undergone for their sakes; 
for that if she had been caught concealing 
them, she could not have escaped a terrible 
destruction, she and all her family with her, 
and so bid them go home ; and desired them 
to swear to her to preserve her and her fami- 
ly W’hen they should take the city and destroy 
ail its inhabitants, as they had decreed to tip; 
for so far she said she had been assured by 
those divine miracles of which she had been 
informed. So these spies nckncwledged that 
they owed her thanks for what she had done 
already, and withal swore to requite her kind- 
ness, not only in words, but in deeds ; but 
they gave her this advice. That when she 
should perceive that the city was about to be 
taken, she should put her goods, and all her 
family, by way of security, in her inn, and to 
hang out scfirlet threads before her doors [or 
windows], that the commander of the He- 
brews might know her house, and take care to 
do her no harm; for, said they, we will in- 
form him of this matter, because of tbe con- 
cern thou hast had to preserve us ; but if any 
one of thy family fall in tbe battle, do not 
thou blame us ; and we beseech that God, by 
whom we have sworn, not tlien to be displeas- 
ed with us, as though we had broken our 
oaths. So these men, when they had made 
this agreement, went away, letting themselves 
down by a rope from the wall, and escaped, 
and came and told their own people w'hatso- 
ever they had done in their journey to this 
city. Joshua also told Eleazar the high 
priest, and the senate, what the spies had 
sworn to llahab; who confirmed what had 
been sworn. 

3. Now while Joshua, the commander, was 
in fear about their passing over Jordan, for 
the river ran with a strong current, and could 
not be passed over with bridges, for there ne- 
ver had been bridges laid over it hitherto ; and 


went the Levites bearing the tabernacle and the 
vessels which belonged to the sacrifices ; after 
which the entire multitude followed, accord- 
ing to their tribes, having their children and 
their wives in the midst of them, as being a- 
fraid for them, lest they should be borne away 
by the .stream. But as soon ns the priests had 
entered the river first, it appeared fordable, 
the depth of the water being restrained, and 
the sand appearing at the bottom, because the 
current was neither so strong nor so swift as 
to carry it away by its force ; so they all passed 
over the river without fear, finding it to be in 
tlie very same state as God had foretold he 
would put it in ; but the priests stood still in 
the midst of the river till the inultitude should 
be passed over, and should get to the shore in 
safety ; and when all were gone over, the 
priests came out also, and permitted the cur- 
rent to run freely as it used to do before. 
Accordingly the river, as soon as the Hebrews 
were come out of it, arose again presently, and 
came to its own proper magnitude as before. 

4. So the Hebrews went on farther fifty 
furlongs, and pitched their camp at the dis- 
tance of ten furlongs from Jericho : but Jo- 
shua built an altar of those stones which all 
the heads of the tribes, at the command of the 
prophet, had taken out of the deep, to be after- 
wards a memorial of the division of the stream 
of this river, and upon it ofiered sacrifice to 
God ; and in that place celebrated the pass* 
over, and had great plenty of all the things 
which they wanted hitherto ; for they reaped 
the corn of the Canuanites, which was now 
ripe, and took other things as prey ; for then 
it was that their former food, which was man- 
na, and of which they had eaten forty years, 
failed them. 

5. Now while the Israelites did this, and the 
Canaanites did not attack them, but kept 
themselves quiet within their own walls, Jo- 


inent and In Josq)hus, that the best men did not then 
^uple to deceive those public enemies who might just* 
ly be dtetroyed ; as also might deceive ill nieuln order 
to s&vc life, aiKl deliver themselves from tlie tyranny of 
their unjust oppre^rs, and this by telling direct fadse- 
”?*A.** ^ ***?**'• where no oath was demanded 

of them, otherwise they never durst venture on such a 
procedure. Nor was Josephus himself of any other o- 
pinira or pr^ice, as 1 shall remark in the note on An- 
tiq. b. IX, chap, ly, sert. 3. And obuorve, that 1 sUll 
call this woman Kahab, an inn^keejjer, not a /uirlott 
tte wJtoJe hi^ry, both in our ooui J, and especially in 
JoaephuBf itilplyltiy . n.ore. ft wm indeed so fre- 
ouent a^tniog, that woij.i-.i who were inn-keepen were 
also barlota, or maiutainen of harlots, that the word 
eotmuonly M»ed for real harlots was usually given them. 
See D.^BMiMird's note here, and Judges ki.ltandAn- 
liq.h^v.ch.|li.seet.K 


day of the feast [of the passover], the priests 
carried the ark round about, with some part 
of the armed men to be a guard to it. These 
priests went forward, blowing with their seven 
trumpets; and exhorted the army to be of 
good courage, and went round about tbe city, 
with the senate following tliem; and when 
tbe priests had only blown with tlie trumpets, 
for they did nothing more at ail, they return- 
ed to the camp ; and when they had done 
this for six days, on the seventh Joshua ga- 
thered the armed men, and all the people to 
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gether, and told them these good tidings. That 
the city should now be taken, since God 
would on that day give it them, by the fall- 
ing down of the walls, and this of their own 
accord, and without their labour. However, 
he charged them to kill every one they should 
take, and not to abstain from the slaugh- 
ter of their enemies, either for weariness or for 
pity, and not to fall on the spoil, and be there- 
by diverted from pursuing their enemies as 
they ran away ; but to destroy all the animals, 
and to take nothing for their own peculiar ad- 
vantage. He coinmunded them also to bring 
tpgether all the silver and gold, that it might 
be set apart as hrsUfruits unto God out of this 
glorious exploit, as having gotten them from 
the city they Hrst took ; only that they should 
save Raiiab and her kindred alive, because of 
the oath which the spies iiad sworn to her. 

6. When he had said this, and had set his 
army in order, he brought it against the city: 
so they went round the city again, the ark go- 
ing before them, and the priests encouraging 
the people to be zealous in the work j and 
when they had gone round it seven times, and 
had stood still a little, the wall fell down, 
v^'hi^e no instruments of war, nor any other 
force, was applied to it by the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered into Jericho, and slew 
all the men that were therein, while they were 
affrighted at the surprizing overthrow' of the 
walls, and their courage was become useless, 
and they were not able to defend themselves ; 
so tliey were slain, and their throats cut, some in 
the w'ays, and others as caught in their houses, 
—nothing afforded them assistance, but they 
all perished, even to the women and thechild- 
reJt ; ami the city w'as tilled with dead bo- 
dies, and not one person escaped. They al- 
so burnt the whole city, and the country 
about it; but they saved alive lltihab, with 
licr family, who had tied to her inn ; and 

vhen she -vas brought to him, Joshua ow’iied 
to her that they owed her liianks for her pre- 
servation of the spies : so he said he would 
not appear to be behind her in his benefaction 
to her; whereupon he gave her certain lands 
immediately, and had her in great esteem ever 
afterwartls. 

8. And if any part of the city escaped the 
fire, he overthrew’ il from the foundation ; and 
be denounced a curse * against its inhabitants, 

• 

♦ Upon occasion of this devoting of Jericho to de- 
struction, and the exemplary punishment of Achar, vrho 
broke th’at dierrm or umthema, and of the minishmcnt 
<»f the future breaker of it, liiel (1 Kitigjs xvi/ 34), as al- 
so of the punishment of Saul, for breaking 
rent or anaihetmt against the Amalekltes (1 Sam. xv), 
we may observe what was the true mcanin^rf that law 
Lev. xxvil, 28) : •* None devoted, which shall be devot- 
ed of men, shall be redeemed ; but shall surely be put 

death i. e. whenever any of the Jews’ pulilic ene- 
mies had l)een, for their wickedness, solemnly devoted 
to destruction, acconhng to the dh ine command, as 
were generally the seven wicket! nations of Canaan, and 
those sinners the Amalekites (1 Sam. xv, 18), it was ut- 
terly unlawful to permit those enemies to bo redeemed | 
but they were to be all utterly destroyed. See also Num. 
wdi, 2, 3 


f any should desire to rebuild it ; how, upon 
his laying the foundation of the walls, he 
should be deprived of his eldest son ; and up- 
on finishing it, lie should lose his youngest 
son. But what happened hereupon, we shall 
speak of hereafter. 

9. Now there was an immense quantity of 
silver and gold, and besides those of brass also, 
that was heaped together out of the city when 
it W'as taken, no one transgressing the decree, 
nor purloining for their ow'n peculiar advan- 
tage ; which spoils Joshua delivered to the 
priests, to be laid up among their treasures. 
And thus did Jericho perish. 

10. But there was one Achar, f the son [of 
Charmi, the son] of Zebedias, of the tribe of 
Judah, who, finding a royal garment woven 
entirely of gold, and a piece of gold that 
weighed two hundred shekels; | and thinking 
’t a very hard case, that what spoils he, by 
running some hazard, had found, he must give 
away, and offer it to God, who stood in no 
need of it, while he that wanted it must go 
without it,— made a deep ditch in his ow'n 
tent, and laid them up therein, as supposing 
he should not only be concealed from his fel- 
low-soldiers, but from God biraself also. 

11. Now the place where Joshua pitched 
his camp was called Gilgal, which denotes li- 
berly; § for since now they bad passed over 
Jordan, tliey looked on themselves as freed 
from the miseries which they had undergone 
from the Egyptians, and in the wilderness. 

12- Now', a few days after the calamity that 
befel Jericho, Joshua sent three thousand 
armed men to take Ai, a city situate above 
Jericho ; but, upon the sight of the people of 
Ai, witli them they w'ere driven back, and lost 
thirty-six of their men. When this was told 
the Israelites, it made them very sad, and ex- 
ceeding disconsolate, not so much because of 
the relation the men that were destroyed bare 
to them, though those that were destroyed 
were all good men, and deserved their esteem, 
as by the despair it occasioned ; for while they 
believed that they were already, in effect, in 
possession of the land, and should bring back 
the army out of the battles without loss, as 
God had promised beforehand, they now saw 
unexpectedly their enemies bold with success; 

+ That the name of this chief -was noc ^chan, aala 
the common copies, but AchaVt as here in Josephus, 
and in the Apostolical CunstiL b. vii, ch. ii, and else- 
where, is evident by the allusion to that name in the 
curse of Joshua, " Why hast thou troubled us ?— the 
Lord shall trouble thee;** where the Hebrew word al 
ludes only to the name Achar^ but not to Achan, Ae- 
cordingly, this Valley of Achar, or Achor, was and is a 
known place, a little north of Gilgal, so called from the 
days of Joshua Ull this day. See Josh, vli, 26 ; Isa. 
Ixv. in ; Hos. ii, 15 ; and Dr. BemanVs notes here. 

t Here Dr. Bernard very Justly observes, that a few 
words arc dropped out of Josephus’s Copies, on account 
of t)ie rt'petitjon of the word Mhtkdtt and that ir ou^t 
to be reatl thus “ A piece of gold that weighed wv 
shekels, and one of silver that weighed tw:; hundred 
shekels,” as in our other copies, Joshua vii, 21. 

8 I agree here with Dr. Bernard, and approve of J^ 
sephus’s interpretation of Otlgal for liberty^ txx? Josh. 

V V 
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so they put sackcloth over their garments, and 
continued in tears and lamentation all the day, 
without the least inquiry after food, but laid 
what had happened greatly to heart. 

13. When Joshua saw the army so much 
afflicted, and possessed with forebodings of 
evil as to llicir whole expedition, he used free- 
dom with God, and said, We are not come 
thus far out of any rashness of our own, as 
though w'e thought ourselves able to subdue 
this land with our own weapons, but at the 
instigation of Moses thy servant for this pur- 
pose, because thou hast promised us, by many 
signs, that thou wouldst give us this land for 
a possession, and that thou wouldst make our 
army always superior in war to our enemies, 
and accordingly some success has already at- 
tended upon us agreeably to tliy promises; 
but because we have now unexpectedly been 
foiled, and have lost some men out of our 
army, we are grieved at it, as fearing wbat 
thou bast promised ns, and what Moses fore- 
told us, cannot be depended on by us ; and 
our future expectation troubles us the more, 
because we have met with such a disaster in 
this our first attempt ; but do thou, O I.ord, 
free us from these suspicions, for thou art 
able to find a cure for these disorders, by giv- 
ing us victory, which will both take away the 
grief we are in at present, and prevent our 
distrust as to what is to come.” 

H. These intercessions Joshua put up to 
God, as he lay prostrate on his face : where- 
upon God answered him, Tliat he should rise 
up, and purify his host from the pollution 
that had got into it ; that ** things conse- 
crated to me have been impudently stolen from 
me,” and that ** tliis has been the occasion 
why this defeat had happened to them;” and 
that when they should search out and punish 
the offender, he would ever take care they 
should have the victory over their enemies. 
This Joshua told the people ; and calling for 
Eleazar the high-priest and the men in au- 
thority, he cast lots, tribe by tribe ; and when 
the lot showed that tliis wicked action was 
done by one of the tribe of Judah, he then 
again proposed tlie lot to the several families 
thereto belonging; so the truth of this wick- 
ed action was found to belong to the family 
of Zachar; and when the inquiry was made, 
man by man, they took Achur, w^ho, upon 
God’s reducing him to a terrible extremity, 
could not deny the fact : so be confessed the 
theft, and produced what h«* had taken in the 
midst of them, whereupon he w as iinmediacc- 
ly put to death ; and attained no more tiianto 
be buried in the night in a disgraceful man- 
ner, and such as was suitable to a condemned 
malefactor. 

15. When Tjd.aa had thus purified the 
host, he led them ..gainst Ai: and having by 
flight laid an ambush round about the city, 
ne attacked the enemies as soon as it was 
day; but they mlvanccd boldly against the 
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Israelites, because of their former victory, he 
made them believe he retired, and by that 
means drew them a great way from the city, 
they still supposing that they w’ere pursuing 
their enemies, and despised them, as though 
the case Imd been the same with that in the 
former battle ; after which .Toshua ordered his 
forces to turn about, and placed them against 
their front : he then made the signals agreed 
upon to those that lay in ambush, and so ex- 
cited them to fight ; so they ran suddenly into 
the city, the inhabitants being upon the walls, 
nay, others of them being in perplexity, and 
coming to see those that were without the 
gates. Accordingly, these men took the city, 
and slew all that they met with ; but Joshua 
forced those that came against him to come to 
a close fight, and discomfited them, and made 
them run .away; and when they were driven 
towards the city, and thought it had not been 
touched, as soon as they saw it was taken, ami 
perceived it was burnt, with their wives and 
children, they w’amlered about in the fields in 
a scattered condition, and were no way able 
to defend themselves, because they had none 
to support them. Now when th's calamity was 
come upon the men of Ai, there w ere a great 
number of children, and women, and servants, 
and an immense quantity of other furniture. 
The Hebrews also took herds of cattle, and 
a great deal of money, for this was a rich 
country. So when Joshua came to Cilgal, 
he divided all these spoils among the soldiers. 

1(>, 13iit the GibConites, who wjhnbited very 
near to Jerusalem, w'hen they saw what mise- 
ries had happened to the inhabitants of Jeri- 
cho, and to lliose of Ai, and suspected that 
the like sore calamity would cottio as far as 
themselves, they did not think fit to ask for 
mercy of Joshua ; for they supposed they 
should find little mercy from him, who made 
war that he might entirely destroy the nation 
of the Can.aanites ; but they invited the peo- 
ple of Cephirah and Kirialhjearim, who were 
their neighbours, to join in le.ague with them; 
and told them, that neither could they them- 
selves avoid the danger they were all in, if 
the Isrjkclites should prevent them, and seize 
upon them ; so when they had persuaded 
them, they resolved to endeavour to escape 
the forces of the Israelites. Accordingly, 
upon tJieir agreement to what they proposed, 
they sent ambassadors to Joshua* to make a 
league' of friendship with him, and those sucti 
of the citizens as w'cre best approved of, and 
most capable of doing what was most advan- 
tageous to the iniiltitudc. Now these ambas- 
sadors thought it dangerous to confess them- 
selves to be Camumites, but thought they 
might, by this contrivance, avoid the danger, 
namely, by saying that they bare no relation 
to the Canaanites at all, but dwelt at a very 
great distance from tliem : and they said fur- 
ther, that they came a long way, on account 
of the reputation he had gained for his virtue; 
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and as a mark of the truth of what they said, 
they showed him the habit they were in, for 
tliat their clothes were new when they came 
out, but were greatly w’orn by the length of 
time they had been on their journey ; for in- 
deed they took torn garments, on purpose 
that they might make him believe so. *So 
they stood in the midst of the people, and 
said that they were sent by the people of 
Gibeon, and of the circumjacent cities, which 
were very remote from the land where they 
tjow w^*re, to make such a league of friend- 
ship with them, and this on such conditions 
as were customary among their forefathers ; 
for when they understood that, by the favour 
of God, and his gift to tiiem, they were to 
have the possession of the land of Canaan 
bestowed upon tliem, they said that they were 
very glad to hear it, and desired to be admitted 
into the number of their citizens. Thus did 
these ambassadors speak ; and showing them 
the marks of their long journey, they entreat- 
ed the Hebrews to make a league of friend- 
sliip with them. Accordingly Joslma, be- 
lieving what they said, that they were not of 
the nation of the Canaanites, entered *nto 
friendship with them ; and Eleazer the Ingh- 
pricst, with the senate, sware to them that 
they would esteem them their friends and as- 
sociates, and would attempt nothing that 
should be unfair against them, the multitude 
also assenting to the oaths that were made to 
them. So these men having obtained what 
they desired, by deceiving the Israelites, went 
home : but when Joshua led his army to the 
country at the bottom of the mountains of 
this part of Canaan, he understood that the 
Gibeonites dwelt not far from Jeriisjilein, 
and that they were of the stock of the Ca- 
naauites ; so he sent for their governors, and 
reproached them with the cheat they had put 
upon him ; but they alleged, on their own 
behali that they had no other way to save 
themselves but that, and were therefore forced 
to have recourse tO it. So he called for Ele- 
nzpT the high-priest, and for the senate, who 
thought it right to make them public servants, 
that they might not break the oath they had 
made to them ; and they ordained tliem to be 
so ; — and this was the method by which these 
men found safety and security under the 
calamity that was ready to overtake them. 

17. llul the king of Jerusalem took it to 
heart that the Gibeonites had gone over to 
Joshua; so he called upon the kings of the 
neighbouring nations to join together, and 
make war against them. Now wtien the Gib- 
eonites saw these kings, which were four, be- 
sides tlie king of Jerusalemy and perceived 
that they had pitched their camp at a' certain 
fountain not far from their city, and were 
getting ready for the seige of it, they called 
upon Joshua to assist them ; for such was their 
case, as to expect to be destroyed by these 
Canaanites, hut to suppose they sliould bo 


saved by those that came for the destruc- 
tion of the Canaanites, because of the league 
of friendship that was between them. Ac- 
cordingly, Joshua made haste w'ith his whole 
army to assist them, and marching day and 
night, in the morning he fell upon the ene- 
mies as they were going up to the siege ; and 
when he had discomhted them he followed,, 
them, and pursued them down the descent 
of the hills. The place is called Beth-horon; 
where he also understood that God assisted 
lim, whicli lie declared by thunder and thun- 
der-bolts, as also by the falling of hail larger 
ban usual. Moreover, it liappened that the 
day was lengthened, * that the night might 
lot come on too soon, and be an obstruction 
:o the zeal of the Hebrews in pursuing their 
nemies; insomuch, that Joshua took the 
kings, who were hidden in a certain cave at 
Makkcdah, and put them to death. Now, 
liat the day was lengthened at this time, and 
was longer than ordinary, is expressed in the 
looks laid up in the tcmple.f 

18. These kings which made war with, and 
were ready to fight the Gibeonites, being 
thus overthrown, Joshua returned again to 
the mountainous parts of Canain ; and when 
le had made a great slaughter of the people 
there, and took their prey, lie came to the 
camp at Gilgal. And now there went a great 
fame abroad among the neighbouring people, 
of the courage of the Hebrews ; and those that 
heard what a number of men were destroyed, 
were greatly aflVighted at it ; so the kings that 
ived about mount Libanus, who were Can- 
aanites, and those Canaanites that dwelt in 
:Iie plain country, with auxiliaries out of the 
land of the Philistines, pitched their camp at 
Beroth, a city of the Upper Galilee, liot far 
from Cadesh, which is itself also a place in 
Galilee. Now the number of the whole ar- 
my was three hundred thoiisantl armed foot- 
men, and ten thousand horsonaten, and twenty 
thousand chariots ; so that the multitude of 
the enemies aflVighted both Joshua himscK 
and the Israelites ; and they, instead of being 

♦ Whether this lenstheniag of the day, by the stand 
ing stiU of the sun and moon, were physical and real, by 
the miraculous stomuige of the diurnal motion of the 
earth for about half a revolution, or whether only ap- 
(larent, by aerial phosphor! imitating the sun and moon 
as stationary so long, while clouds and the night hid the 
real ones, and Uiis parhelion or mock sun aflbrding suffl- 
dent light for Joshua's pursuit and complete ^ctory 
fwhich aerial phosphor! in other shajics have been more 
than ontinarily common of bite years) cannot now 
detcnn’ined : philosophers and astronomers will naturally 
incKiic to this latter nypolhcsls. In the mean time, the 
fact itself was mentioned in the book of dasher, now lose. 
Josh. X. 13, and is cor)flnned by Isidah (xxviil. XI), Ha- 
bakkuk nii. II), and by the son of SiracU (Kcclus. xhi. 
4). In the I8th Psalm of Solomon, ver. u/t. it is also 
said of the luminaries, with relation, no doubt, to t}iui 
j and the other miraculous standing still and going badt, 
{ in the days of Joshua and Heaekiah, ** 'I'hey have not 
waiiderea, from the day that he created them j they hava 
' not forsaken their way, frt>m ancient generations, un- 
less It were when Goil cnloincd them [so to do] by tha 
command of his servants." See Authent Rea i, 

154. 

t Of the books laid up in the temple, see the note oa 
A ntiq. b. iii, cliap. s(‘ct 7- 
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full of hopes of good success, were supersti- 
tiously timorous, with the great terror with 
which they Were stricken. Whereupon God 
upbraided them with the fear they were in, 
and asked them, whether they desired a great, 
er help than he could afford them; and pro- 
mised tliem that they should overcome their 
Enemies; and withal charged them to make 
their enemies' horses useless, and to burn their 
chariots. So Joshua became full of courage 
upon these promises of God, and wciit out 
suddenly against the enemies ; and after five 
days* inarch he came upon them, and joined 
battle with them, and there was a terrible fight, 
and such a number were slain as could not 
he believed by those that heard it. He also 
went on in the pursuit a great way, and de- 
stroyed the entire army of the enemies, few 
only excepted, and all the kings fell in the 
battle; insomuch, that when there wanted 
men to be killed, Joshua slew their horses, 
and burnt their chariots, and passed all over 
their country without opposition, no one dar- 
ing to meet him in battle ; but he still went 
on, taking their cities by siege, and again kill- 
ing w'halever he took. 

1 9. The fifth year was now past, and there 
was not one of the Canaanites remained any 
longer, excepting some that had retired to 
places of great strength. So Joshua removed 
his camp to the mountainous country, and 
placed the tabernacle in the city of Shiloh, for 
Uiat seemed a fit place for it, because of the 
beauty of its situation, until such time as their 
affairs would permit them to build a temple; 
and from thence he went to Sliechem, together 
with all the people, and raised an altar where 
Moses had beforehand directed ; then did he 
divide the army, and placed one half of them 
on mount Gcrizzim, and the other half on 
mount £bal, on which mountain the altar 
was ;• he also placed there the tribe of Levi, 
and the priests. And wlion they liad sacri- 
ficed, and denounced the [blessings and the] 
curses, and had left them engraven upon the 
altar, they returned to Shiloh, 

‘20. And now Joshua was old, and saw that 
the cities of the Canaanites were not easily to 
be taken, not only because they were situate 
in such strong places, but because -of the 
strength of tlie walls themselves, whicli being 
built rou^d about, the natural strength of the 
places on which the cities stood, seemed cap- 
able of repelling their enemies from besieg- 
ing them, and of making those enemies des- 
pair of taking tliem; for when the Canaan- 
jtes had learned that the Israelites came out 
of Egypt in order to destroy them, they were 
busy all that time in making their cities strong. 
So he gathered the people together to a con- 
gregaUon at Shiio’ . • and when they, w'ith 
great *eal and haste, were come thither, he 
oI««Fved to them wh-at prosperous successes 

« OftfMl iituarion of this aitar, see Essay on the Old 
TeshuMnb P* ' 70. 171. 
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they had already had, and what glorious things 
had been done, and those such as were worthy 
of that God who enabled them to do those 
things, and worthy of the virtue of those laws 
w'hich they followed. He took notice also, 
that thirty-one of those kings that ventured 
to give them battle were overcome, and every 
army, how great soever it were, that confided 
in their own power, and fought with them, 
was atterly destroyed ; so that not so much 
as any of their posterity remained ; and as for 
the cities, since some of them were taki^n, but 
the others must he taken in length of time, 
by long sieges, both on account of the strength 
of their walls, and of the confidence the in- 
habitants had in them thereby, he thought it 
reasonable that those tribes tliat came along 
with them from beyond Jordan, and had par- 
taken of the dangers they had undergone, be- 
ing their own kindred, should now be dis- 
missed and sent home, and should have thanks 
for the pains they had taken together with 
them. As also, he tliought it reasonable that 
they should send one man out of every tribe, 
and he such as had the testimony of extraor- 
dinary virtue, who should measure the land 
faithfully, and without any fallacy or deceit 
should inform them of its real magnitude. 

21. Now Joshua, when he had thus spoken 
to them, found that the multitude approved 
of his proposal. So he sent men to measure 
their country, and sent with them some geo- 
metricians, who could not easily fail of know» 
ing the truth, on account of their skill in that 
art. He also gave them a charge to estimate 
the measure of that part of the land that was 
most fruitful, and what was not so good ; for 
such is the nature of the land of Canaan, that 
one may see large plains, and such as arc ex- 
ceeding fit to pnoduce fruit, which yet, if they 
! were compared to other parts of the country, 

I might be reckoned exceedingly fruitful; yet if 
lit be compared with the fields about Jericho, 
and to those that belong to Jerusalem, will 
appear to be of no accouht at all ; and ah 
though it so falls out that these people have 
! but a very little of this sort of land, and that 
* it is, for the main, mountainous also, yet does 
lit not come behind other parts, on account 
jof its exceeding goodness and beauty; foi 
which reason Joshua thought the land for tiie 
tribes shouhl be divided by estimation of its 
goodness, rather than the largeness of 'its inea* 
I sure, it often happening, that one acre of some 
I sort of [and was equivalent to a thousand o- 
jther acres. Now the men that wore sent, 
I which were in number ten, travelled all about, 
'and made an estimation of the land, and in 
^ the seventh month came to him to the city of 
I Shiloh, where they had set up the tabernacle. 

I 22. So Joshua took both Eleazar and the 
; senate, and with them the heads of the tribes, 
'and distributed the land to the nine tribes, 
land to the half-tribe of Manasseh, appointing 
! the dimensions to be according to the large- 
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ness of each tribe. So when he had cast lots, 
Judah had assigned him by lot the upper part 
of Judea, reaching as far as Jerusalem, and 
its breadth extended to the Lake of Sudoin. 
Now in the lot of this tribe there were the cit- 
ies of Askelon and Gaza. The lot of Si- 
meon, which was the second, included that 
part of Idumea which bordered upon Egypt 
and Arabia. As to the Benjamites, tlieir lot 
fell so, that its length reached from the river 
Jordan to the sea ; but in breadth it was 
bounded by Jerusalem and Bethel ; and this 
lot was the narrowest of all, by reason of the 
goodness of the land ; for it included Jericho 
and the city of Jerusalem. Tlie tribe of E- 
phraim had by lot the land that extended in 
length from the river Jordan to Gczer ; but 
in breadth as far as from Bethel, till it ended 
at the Great Plain. The half-tribe of Man- 
assen had the land from Jordan to the city 
Dora ; but its breadth was at Bethshan, which 
is now called Scythopolis ; and after these 
was Issachar, which had its limits in length, 
Mount Carmel and the river, but its limit in 
breadth was Mount Tabor. 'J’he tribe of 
Zebulon’s lot included the land wiiich lay as 
far as the Lake of Genesareth, and that which 
belonged to Carmel and the sea. The tribe 
of Aser had that part which was called the 
VaUey^ for such it was, and all that part which 
lay over-against Sidon. The city Arce be- 
longed to their share, which is also named 
Actipus. The Naphthalites received the east- 
:rn parts, as fur as the city of Damascus and 
the Upper Galilee, unto Mount Libanus, and 
the Fountains of Jordan, which rise out of 
that mountain ; that is, out of that part of it 
Avhoso limits belong to the neighbouring city 
of Arce. The Danites’ lot included all that 
part of the valley wliich respects the sun-set- 
ling, and \vere bounded by Azotus and Dora; 
as also they had all Jamrda and Gath, from 
Ekron to that mountain where the tribe of 
Judah begins. 

23. After this manner did Joshua divide 
the six nations that bear the name of the Sons 
of Canaan, with their land, to be possessed 
by the nine tribes and a half ; for Moses had 
prevented him, and had already disiributed 
the land of the Aniorites, which itself was so 
called also from one of the sons of Canaan, 
to the two tribes and a half, as we have shown 
already.* But the parts about Sidon, as also 
those that belonged to the Arkites, and the 
Amathites, and the Aradians, were not yet 
regulary disposed of. 

24. But now was Joshua hindered by bis 
■ge from executing what he intended to do 

did tho''e that succeeded him in the go- 
vi rnment, take little care of what was for the 
advantage of the public); so he gave it in 
charge to every tribe to leave no remainder 
of the race of the Canaanites in the land that 
had been divided to them by lot ; that Moses 
iiad assured them beforehand, and they might 


rest fully satisfied about it, that their own se- 
curity and their observation of their own laws 
depended wholly upon it. Moreover, he en- 
joined them to give thirty-eight cities to the 
Levites, for tliey had already received ten in 
the country of the Amorites; and three ot 
these he assigned to those that fled from the 
man -slayers, who were to inhabit there; for 
he was very solicitous that nothing should he 
neglected which Moses had ordained. These 
cities were of tlie tribe of Judah, Hebron ; of 
that of Ephraim, Shcchem ; and of that of 
Naphtha]!, Cadesh, which is a place of the 
Upper Galilee. He also distributed among 
them the rest of the prey not yet distributed, 
which was very great ; whereby they had an 
affluence of great riches, both all in general, 
and every one in particular : and this of gold 
and of vestments, and of other furniture, be- 
sides a multitude of cattle, whose numbei 
could not be told. 

25. After this was over, he gathered the 
army together to a congregation, and spake 
thus to those tribes that had their settlement 
in the land of the Amorites, beyond Jordan, 
— for fifty thousand of them had armed them- 
selves, and had gone to the war along with 
them : — “ Since that God, who is the Father 
and Lord of the Hebrew nation, has now 
given us this land for a possession, and pro- 
mised to preserve us in the enjoyment of 
it as our ow'n for ever ; and since you have 
with alacrity offered yourselves to assist us 
wiien we wanted that assistance on all occa- 
sions, according to his command, it is but 
just, now all our difficulties are over, that you 
should be permitted to enjoy rest, and that we 
should trespass on your alacrity to help us no 
longer ; that so, if we should again stand in 
need of it, we may readily have it on any 
future emergency, and not tire you out so 
much now as may make you slower in assist- 
ing us another time. We, therefore, relum 
you our thanks for the dangers you have un- 
dergone with us, and we do it not at this time 
only, but we shall always be -thus disposed; 
land be so good as to remember our friends, 

I and to preserve in mind what advantages we 
I have had from them ; and how you have put 
off’ the enjoyments of your owm happiness for 
our sakes, and have laboured for what we 
j liave now, by the good-will of God obtained, 
and resolved not to enjoy your own prosperity 
till you had afforded us that assistance. How. 
ever, you have, by joining your labour with 
ours, gotten great plenty of riches, and will 
1 carry home with you much prey, with gold 
I and silver, and, what is more than all these, 
our good-wili tow'ards you, and a mind will- 
ingly disposed to make a requital of your kind- 
ne.ss to us, in what case soever you shall de- 
sire it, for you have not omitted any tiling 
which Moses beforehand required of you, nor 
have you despised him because ho was dead 
and gone from you, so that there is nothing 
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to diminfsh that gratitude vrhich we owe to 
you. We therefore dismiss you joyful to your 
own inheritances ; and we entreat you to sup- 
pose, that there is no limit to be set to the in- 
timate relation that is between us ; and that 
you will not imagine, because this river is in- 
terposed between us, that you are of a difler- 
ent race from us, and not Hebrews; for we 
are all the posterity of Abraham, both we that 
inhabit here, and you that inhabit there; and 
it is the same God that brought our forefatljers 
and yours into the world, whose worship and 
form of government we are to take cafe of, 
which he has ordained, and are most carefully 
to observe ; because, while you continue in 
those laws, God will also show himself merci- 
ful and assisting to you ; but if you imitate 
thp other nations, and forsake those laws, he 
will reject your nation.” When Joshua had 
spoken thus, and saluted them all, both those 
in autliority one by one, and the whole multi- 
tude in common, he himself staid where he 
w as ; but the people conducted those tribes 
on tlicir journey, and that not without tears in 
their eyes; and indeed they hardly knew how 
to part one from tlte other. 

2(>. Now when the tribe of Reuben, and that 
of Gad, and as many of the Manassites as 
followed them, were ]>ji««ed over the river, they 
built an altar on the hanks of Jordan, as a.mon- 
ument to posterity, and a sign of their relation 
to those that should inhabit on the other side. 
But w'hen those on tlie other side heard that 
those who had been dismissed had built an 
altar, hut did not liear with what intention they 
built it, hut supposed it to be by way of inno- 
vation, and for the introduction of strange gods, 
they did not incline td disbelieve it ; but think- 
:ng this defamatory report, as if it were built 
for divine worsliip, was cretlible, they appear- 
ed in arms, as though they would avenge tlicni- 
selvcs on those that built the altar; and they 
were about to pass over the river, and to pun- 
ish them for their subversion of the laws of 
their country ; for they did not think it fit to 
regard them on account of their kindred, or 
the dignity of those that had given the occa- 
sion, hut to regard the will of God, and the 
manner wherein he desired to be worshipped ; 
so these men put themselves in array for war. 
But Joshua, and Eieazer the high-priest, and 
the? senate, restrained them; and persuaded 
them first to make trial by words of their in- 
tention, and afterwards, if they found that 
iheijr intention was evil, then only to proceed 
to make war upon then).’ Aecordingiy, they 
sent as ambassadors to them l^hineas thesem of 
Eieazer, and ten more persons that were in 
esteem among tlie Hebrews, to learn of them ; 
what was in their n^id when, upon passing 
over the river, tht; built an altar upon 
its banks ; and as scon as tlicse ambasKadors 
were passed over, and were come to them, and 
a coiii^rel^tion was assembled^ Phineas stood 
up and saidf the ofience they had been 
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guilty of was of too heinous a nature to be 
punished by words alone, or by them only to 
be amended for the future, yet that they did 
not so look at the heinousness of their trans- 
gression as to have recourse to arms, and to 
a battle for their punishment immediately ; 
but that, on account of their kindred, and the 
probability there was that they might be re- 
claimed, they took this method of sending an 
nmhassage to them : “ That when we have 
learnc<i tlse true reasons by wdiich you have 
been moved to build this altar, we may nei- 
ther seem to have been too rash in assaulting 
you by our weapons of war, if it prove that 
you made the altar for justifiable reasons, and 
may then justly punish you if the accusation 
prove true; for we can hardly su])pose that 
you, who have been acquainted with the will 
of God, and have been hearers of those laws 
which he himself hath given us, now yon are 
separated from us, atid gone to that patrimony 
of yours, which you, through the grace of 
G<»d, and that providence wdiich he exercises 
over you, have obtained by lot, can forge t him, 
and can leave that ark and that ahar which is 
peculiar to us, and can introduce strange gods 
and imitate the wicked practices of the Ca« 
naanites. Now this wall appear to have heeu 
a small crime it' you repent now’, and proceed 
no farther in your madness, but pay a due 
reverence to, and keep in mind tl)e laws of 
your country ; but if you persist in your sins, 
we will not grudge our pains to preserve our 
laws; but we will pass over Jordan and de- 
fend them, and defend God also, and shall 
esteem of you as of men no way clillering fr»>m 
the Cwnaanites, but shall destroy you in the 
like manner as wc destroyed them ; for do not 
you imagine that, because you are got over 
the river, you are got out of the reach of 
God’s power ; you are everywhere in places 
that belong to him, and impossible it is to 
over-run his power, and the punishment he 
wdll bring on men thereby ; but if you think 
that your settlement here wdll be any obstruc- 
tion lo your conversion to what is good, no- 
thing need hinder us from dividing the land 
anew, and leaving this old land to be for the 
feeding of sheep ; but you will do well to 
return to your duty, and to leave off these 
new crimes ; and we beseech you, by your 
children and wives, not to force us to punish 
you. Take therefore such measure*!^ in this 
assembiy, as supposing that your own safety, 
and the safety of those that are dearest to you, 
is therein concerned, and believe that it is 
better for you to be conquered by words, than 
to continue in your purpose, and to experience 
deeds and war therefore.*’ 

27. When Phineas had discoursed thus, 
the governors of the assembly, and the whole 
multitude, began to make an appology for 
themselves, concerning what they were ac- 
cused of; and they said, That they neitliei 
would depart from the relation they bare to 
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them, nor had they built the altar by way of ^ sons. He was buried in the city of Timntih, 
innovation; that they owned one and the of the tribe of Ephraim.* About the same 
same common God with all the Hebrews, time died Eleazer the high-priest, leaving the 
and that brazen altar which was before the higli-priesthood to his son Phineas. His mo- 
tahernacle, on which they would oflicr their nument also, and sepulchre, are in the city of 


sacrifices; that as to*the altar they had raised, 
on account of which they were thus suspect- 
ed, it was not built for worship, ** but that it 
might be a sign and a montiment of our re- 
lation to you forever, and a necessary caution 
to us to act wisely, and to continue in the 
laws of our country, but not a handle for 
transgressing them, as you suspect : and let 
God be our authentic witness, that this was 
the occasion of our building this altar; 
whence we beg you will have a better opi- 
nion of us, and do not impute such a thing 
to us as would render any of the posterity of 
Abraham well worthy of perdition, in case 
they atternptpto bring in new rites, and such 
as are diflercnt from our usual practices.” 

28. When they had made this answer, and 
Phiiieas had commended them for it, became 
to Joshua and explained before the people 
what answer they had received. Now Joshua 
was glad that he was under no necessity of 
sotting them in array or of leading them to 
shed blood, and make war against men of 
their own kindred; and accordingly he ofler- 
cd sacrifices of thanksgiving to God for the 
same. So Joshua after that dissolved . this 
great assembly of the people, and sent them 
to their own inheritances, while he himself 
lived ill Shechoin. But in the twentieth year 
after this, when he was very old, he sent for 
those of the greatest dignity in the several 
cities, with those in authority, and the senate, 
and as many of the common people as could 
be present ; and when they w ere come he put 
them in mind of all the benefits God bad be- 
stowed on them, which could not but be a 
great many, since from a low estate they \vere 
advanced to so great a degree of glory and 
plenty ; and exhorted them to take notice of 
the Intensions of God, which had been so 
gracious towards them ; and told them tliat 
the Deity would continue their friend by no- 
tliing else but iheir piety ; and that it was 
proper for him, now that he was about to de- 
part out of this life, to leave such an admo- 
nition to them ; and he desired that they w ould 
keep in memory this his exhortation to them. 

21). So Joshua, wdieii he had thus dis- 
coursed to tliem, died, having lived a hun- 
dred and ten years ; forty of which he lived 
with Moses, in order to learn what might be 
for his advantage afterwards. He also be- 
came their commander after his death for 
twenty-five years. He w'as a man that wanted 
not w'isdom nor eloquence to declare his in- 
tentions to the people, bnt very eminent on 
both accounts. He was of great courage and 
magnanimity in aetion and in dangers, and 
very sagacious in procuring the peace of the 
people, and of great virtue at all proper sea- 
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CHAPTER II. 

HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF JOSHUA THEIR 
COJIMANDER, THE ISRAELITES TRANSGRESSEn 
THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND EXPE- 
RIENCED GREAT AFFLICTIONS; AND WHEN 
THERE WAS A, SEDITION ARISEN, THE TRIBE 
OF BENJAMIN WAS DESTROYED, EXCEFITNC 
ONLY SIX HUNDRED MEN. 

§ 1, After the death of Joshua and Eleazer, 
Phineas prophesied,! that according to God’s 
will they should commit the government to 
the tribe of Judah, and that ll)is tribe should 
destroy the race of the Canaanites ; for then 
the people were concerned to learn w'hat was 
the will of God. They also took to their as- 
htstance the tribe of Simeon ; but upon this 
condition, that when those that had been tribu- 
tary to the tribe of Judah should be slain, they 
should do the like for the tribe of Simeon. 

2. But the atlairs of the Canaanites were 
at this time in a nourishing condition, and 
they expected the Israelites with a great army 
at the city Bezek, having put the government 
into the hands of Adonibezek, which name 
denotes the Lord (f Bezek, for Adoni in the 
Hebrew tongue signifies Lord, Now they 
hoped to have been too hard for the Israel- 
ites, because Joshua was dead ; but when the 
Israelites had joined battle with them, I mean 
the two tribes before mentioned, they fought 
gloriously, and skwv above ten thousand of 
them, and put the rest to flight ; and in the 
pursuit they took Adonibezek, who, when his 

* Since not only Procopius and Suidas, but nn earlier 
author, Moses Chorenensis (p. '>'2, 53), and perhaps from 
his original author Mariba Catlim, one as old as Alex- 
ander the Great, sets down the famous inscription at 
Tangier concerning the old Canaanites dri\'e»i out of 
Palestine bv Joshua, take it here in Uiat author’s own 
words ; “ \Ve arc those exiles that were governors of 
the Canaanites, but have been driven away by Joshua 
the roblK'r, and are come to inhabit here.” See the note 
there. Nor is it unworthy of our notice wluit Moses 
Chorenensis adds (p. 53), and this upon a diligent exa- 
mination, xiz. that “ one of those eminent men among 
the Canaanites came at the same time into Armenia, 
and foundeil the th.nthunian family or tribe; and that 
this was eonfirmeti by the manners of the same family 
or tribe, as being like those of the Canaiihites.” 

f By propfiesyiTi4r% when spoken of a high-priest, Jo- 
sephus, both here and frequently elsewhere, means no 
more than consulting God by Urim, which the reader Is 
still to bear in mind uiK>n all occasions. And if St, 
John, who was contemporary with Josenhus, .'md of the 
Stine country, made use of tnis style, when he says that 
“ Caiaphas Ijcing high-priesl that year, prophesied that 
Jesus shAild die for that nation, and not for that nation 
only, but that also he should gather together in one the 
children of God that werescatterwi r broad" (xi, 51, 52), 
he mav possibly mean, that this was revealeti to the 
hich-pficst by an extr..ordinary voice from betwwn the 
chcrubiras, when he had his broast-platc. or I 'run and 
Thumipim, on before ; or in the most holy place ot Uk 
temple, which was no other than the oracle ot Unmatw 
Thuinmim. Of which above, in the note on Antiq. 
L. Ui, chap, viii.seot* 9, 
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fingers and toes were cut off by them^ said, 
“ Nay, indeed, I was not always to lie con- 
cealed from God, as I find by what I now 
endure, while I have not been ashamed to do 
the same to seventy-two kings.’** So they 
carried him alive as Tar as Jerusalem; amd 
when he was dead, they buried him in the 
earth, and went on still in taking the cities : 
and when they had taken the greatest part of 
them, they besieged Jerusalem; and when they 
had taken the lower city, which was not un- 
der a considerable time, they slew all the inha- 
bitants ; but the upper city was not to be taken 
without great difficulty, through the strength 
of its walls, and the nature of the place. 

3. For which reason they removed their 
camp to Hebron ; and when they had taken it, 
they slew all the inhabitants. There were 
till then left the race of giants, who had bo. 
dies so large, and countenances so entirely 
different from other men, that they were sur- 
prising to the sight, and terrible to the hear- 
ing. The bones of these men are still shown 
to this very day, unlike to any credible rela- 
tions of other men. Now they gave this 
city to the Levites as an extraordinary re- 
ward, witli the suburbs of two tbousand 
cities; but the land thereto belonging they 
gave as a free gift to Caleb, according to the 
injunctions of Moses. This Caleb was one of 
the spies which Moses sent into the land of 
Canaan. They also gave land for habitation 
to the posterity of Jethro, the Midianite, who 
was the father-in-law to Moses ; for they had 
left their own country, and followed them, and 
accompanied them in the wilderness, 

4. Now the tribes of Judah and Simeon 
took the cities which were in the mountainous 
part of Canaan, as also Askelon and Aslidod, 

♦ This great number of seventy-two re^di, or small 
kings, over whom Adouibezek had tyrannised, and for 
which he was ininished according to the lex talionis, as 
well as the thirty-one kings of Canaan MtUiued by Jo- 
shua, and nameil in one enaptcr (Josh, xii), and thirty - 
two kings, or royal auxiliaries to Bcnhadad king of 
Syria (i Kings xx, 1 ; Antiq. b. viii, chap, xiv, sect. I), 
intimate to us what was the ancient form of govern- 
ment among several nations l)eforc the monarchies be- 
gan, viz. that every city or large town, with its neigh- 
bouring villages, was a distinct government by itself; 
which 1 $ the more remarkable, bceausc this was cer- 
tainly the form of ccelesiastical government that was 
settled by the apostles, and preserveil throughout the 
Christian'elnirch in the first ages of Christianity. Mr. 
Addison is of opinion, that “ it would certainly be for 
the good of mankind to have all the mighty empires 
and monarchies of the world eanUnied out into petty 
states and principalities, which, like fo many large raini- 
liea, might lie under the ohservalioii of their proper 
governors, so that the care of the })i inee might extend 
Itself to every individual person under his protection ; 
though he dcs(ialrH of such a scheme being brought 
about, and thinks that if it were, it would quickly tjcdo- 
atroyed.” Remarks on Italy, 4to, p. 1.1. Nor is it 
unfit to be observed here, that the Armenian records, 
though they give us the liislory of thirty-nine of their 
ancientest heroes or governors after the I’lootf, Wore 
the days of Sardanapalus, had no proper king till the 
fortieth, — . . 

roads 

though, II suen Rings bi . i, up as own mm ipr their 
iupreme king, and aiir. to govern according to his laws, 
ho }'..*th admitted of them, and protected theai and 
tiicir sutilM in all gcneration.s 
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of those that lay near the sea ; but Gaza and 
Ekron escaped them, for they, lying in a fiat 
country, and having a great number of cha- 
riots, sorely galled those that attacked them ; 
so these tribes, when they were grown very 
rich by this war, retired to their own cities, 
and laid aside their wcapom of war. 

5. But the Benjamites, to whom belonged 
.Terusalem, permitted its inhabitants to pay 
tribute. So they all left off, the one to kill, 
and the other to expose themselves to danger, 
and had time to cultivate the ground. The 
rest of the tribes imitated that of Benjamin, 
and did the same ; and, contenting themselves 
with the tributes that were paid them, per- 
mitted the Canaanites^o live in peace. 

6. However, the tribe of Ephraim, when 
they besieged Bethel, made no advance, nor 
performed any thing worthy of the time they 
spent, and of the pains they tooj^ about that 
siege ; yet did they persist in it, still sitting 
down before the city, though they endured great 
trouble thereby : but, after some time, they 
caught one of the citizens that came to them 
to get necessaries, and they gave him some 
assurances, that, if he would deliver up the 
city to them, they would preserve him and his 
kindred ; so he sware that, upon those terms, 
he would put the city into their hands. Ac- 
cordingly, he that thus betrayed the city was 
preserved with his family ; and the Israelites 
slew all the inhabitants, and retained the city 
for themselves. 

7. After this, the Israelites grew effeminate 
as to fighting any more against their enemies, 
hut applied themselves to the cultivation of 
the land, which producing thorn great plenty 
and riches, they neglected tlie regular dispo- 
sition of their settlement, and indulged them- 
selves in luxury and jileasures ; nor were they 
any Imiger careful to hear the laws tliat be- 
longed to tijeir political government: where, 
upon God was ])rovoked to. 4 ingcr, and put 
them in mind, first, how, contrary to his di- 
rections, they had spared the Canaan ites ; and, 
after that, how those Canaan ites, as opportu- 
nity served, used them very iiarbarously. But 
the Israelites, though they were in heaviness 
at these admonitions from God, vet were they 
still very unwilling to go to war ; and since 
they got large tributes from the Canaanites, 
and were indisposed for taking pains by their 
luxury, they sufiered their aristocracy to be 
corrupted also, and did not ordain themselves 
a senate, ' nor any other such magistrates as 
Uieir laws had formerly required, but they 
were very much given to cultivating their 
fields, in order to get wealth ; which great in- 
dolence of theirs brought a terrible sedition 
upon them, and they proceeded so far as to 
fight one against another, from the following 
occasion 

8. There was a Levite, f a man of a vul - 

* JoKvphuHN early date of this history, befor* the be- 

ginning of the Judges, or when there was no king in 
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gar family, that belonged to the tribe of Eph- 
raim, and dwelt therein : this man married a 
wife from Bethlehem, wliich is a place belong- 
ing to the tribe of Judah. Now he was very 
fond of his wife, and overcome with her beauty; 
but he was unhappy in this, that he did not 
meet with the like return of affection from 
her, for she was averse to him, which did more 
indame his }>assion for her, so that tiiey quar- 
relled one with another perpetually ; and at 
last the woman was so disgusted at these quar- 
rels, that she left her husband, and went to 
her parents in the fourth month. The hus- 
band being very uneasy at this her departure, 
and that out of his fondness for her, came to 
his father and mother-in-law, and made up 
their quarrels, and was reconciled to her, and 
lived with them there four days, as being 
kindly treated by her parents. On the fifth 
day he resolved to go home, and went away 
in the evening ; for his wife’s parents were 
loth to part with their daughter, and delayed 
the time till the day was gone. Now they 
had one servant that followed them, and an 
ass on which tlie woman rode ; and when they 
were near Jerusalem, h<avitig gone already 
thirty furlongs, the servant advised them to 
take up their lodgings somewhere, lest some 
misfortune should befal them if they travelled 
in the night, especially since they were not 
far off enemies, that season often giving rea- 
son for suspicion of dangers from even such 
as are friends ; but the husband was not pleas- 
ed with this advice, nor was he willing to take 
up his lodging among strangers, for the city 
belonged to the Canaanites, but desired ra. 
ther to go twenty furlongs farther, and so to 
lake iheir lodgings in s<nne Israelite city. 
Accordingly, he obtained his purpose, and 
came to Gibeah, a city of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, when it was just dark ; and while no 
one that lived in the market-place invited him 
to lodge with hhn, there came an old man 
out of tl'.e field, one that was indeed of the 
tribe of Enhralni, but resided in Gibeah, and 
met him, and asked him who he w'as, and for 
what reason he came thither so late, and why 
he w'as looking out for provisions for supper 
when it was dark ? To which he replied, that 
he was a Levitc, and was bringing his wife 
from her parents, and was going^;^ home; but 
he told him his habitation was in the tribe of 
Ephraim *c.so the old man, as well because of 
their kindred as because they lived in the same 
tribe, and also because they had Urns acci- 
dentally met together, took him in to lodge 
with him. Now certain young men of the 
inhabitants of Gibeah, having seen the woman 
tn the market-place, and admiring her beauty, 

Israel (Judges xJx, 1), is strongly confirmed by the large 
nmnber of Benjamites, both in the days of Asa and 
Jehoshaphat (2 ( hron. xlv, 8| and xvi, 17), who yet 
were here reduced to six hundred men ; nor can those 
nunjbers be at ail supposed genuine, if they were re- 
so late as the end of the Judges, where our other 
■xjuies place this reduction. 


when they understood that ahe lodged with 
the old man, came to the doors, as contemning 
the weakness and fewness of the old man’s 
family ; and when the old man desired them 
to go away, and not to offer any violence or 
abuse Ihere, they desired him to yield them 
up the strange woman, and then he should 
have no harm done to him ; and when the old 
man alleged that the Levlte was of his kin. 
dred, and that they would be guilty of horrid 
wickedness if they suffered themselves to bo 
overcome by their pleasures, and so offend 
against their laws, tlicy despised his righteous 
admonition, and laughed him to scorn. Tliey 
also threatened to kill him if he became an 
obstacle to their inclinations ; whereupon, 
when he found himself in great distress, and 
yet was not willing to overlook his guests, 
and see them abused, he produced his own 
daughter to them ; and told them that it was 
a smaller breach of the law to satisfy theii 
lust upon her, than to abuse Ids guests, sup- 
posing that he himself should by this means 
jircvent any injury to be done to those guests. 
When they no way abated of their earnestness 
for the strange woman, but insisted absolutely 
on their desires to liave her, he entreated them 
not to perpetrate any such act of injustice ; 
but they proceeded to take her away by force, 
and indulging still more the violence of their 
inclinations, they took the woman away to 
their house, and when they had satisfied their 
lust upon her the whole night, they let her go 
about day-break. So she came to the place 
where slie had been entertained, under great 
affliction at what had happened ; and was very 
sorrowdiil upon occasion of what she had snt 
fered, and durst not look her husband in the 
face for shame, for she concluded that he 
would never forgive her for what she .had 
done; so she full down, and gave up the ghost: 
but her husband supposed that liis wife was 
only fast asleep, and, thinking nothing of a 
more melancholy nature had happened, endea- 
voured to raise her up, resolving to speak com. 
fortably to her, since she did not voluntarily 
expose herself to these men’s lust, but was 
forced away to their house ; but as soon as he 
perceived she w'as dead, he acted as prudently 
as the greatness of his misfortunes would ad- 
mit, and laid his dead w’ife upon tlje beast, 
and carried her home ; and cutting her, limb 
by limb, into twelve pieces, he sent them to 
every tribe, and gave it in charge to those tliat 
carried them, to inform the tribes of those 
tliat were the causes of his wife's death, and 
of the violence they had offereil to her. 

9. Upon this the people were greatly disa 
turbed at what they saw, and at what they 
heard, as never having had tlie experience ot 
such a thing before ; so they gathered them- 
selves to l^iloli, out of a prodigious and a 
just anger, and assembling in a great congre- 
gation before the tabernacle, they immediate* 
i Ij resolved to take arms, and to treat the in 
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hal>itants of Gibcah as enemies; but^he se- 
nate restrained them from doing so, and per. 
suaded them, that they ought not so hastily 
to make war upon people of the same nation 
with them, before they discoursed them by 
words concerning the accusation hud against 
them ; it being part of their law, that they 
should not bring an army against foreigners 
themselves, when they appear to have been 
injurious, without sending an ambassage first, 
and trying thereby whether they will repent j 
or not ; and accordingly they exhorted them ^ 
to do what tliey ought to do in obedience ' 
to their laws, that is, to send to the inha-j 
bitants of Gibeah, to know whether they* 
would deliver up the oflenders to them, and, j 
if they deliver them up, to rest vsatisfied with j 
the punishment of those oflenders; but ifj 
they despised the message that was sent them, , 
to punish tlu'in, by taking up arms against 
them. Accordingly they sent to tlie inhabi- 
tants of Gibeah, and accused the young men 
of the crimes committed in the affair of the 
Levite’s wife, and required of them those 
that had done what was contrary to the law, i 
that they might be punished, as having just- j 
ly deserved to die for what they had done ; 
but the inhabitants of Gibeah would not de- 
liver up the young men, and thought it too 1 
reproachful to them, out of fear of war, toj 
submit to other men’s demamls upon them ; | 
vaunting themselves to be no way inferior to! 
any in war, neither in their number nor in j 
courage. The rest of their tribe were also! 
making great preparation for war, for they | 
were so insolently mad as also to resolve to | 
repel force by force. 

10. When it was related to the Israelites 
what the inhabitants of Gibeah had resolved < 
upon, they look their oath that no one of them j 
would give his daughter in marriage to a Ben- 
jainite, but make war with greater fury against 
them than we have learned our forefatJiers 
made war against the Canaanite.^ ; and sent 
out presently an army of four hundred thou- 
sand against them, while the Benjamites’ ar- 
my w as twenty-five thousand and six hundred ; 
five hundred of whom were excellent atsling- 
ng stones with their left hands, insomuch that 
w hen the battle was joined at Gibeah the Beii- 
jamites beat the Israelites, afid of them there 
fell two thousand men ; and probably more 
had been destroyed had not the night came on 
and prevented it, and broken ofl' the fight ; so 
the Benjamiies returned to the city with joy. 


their camp, and fasted on the next day ; and 
besought God, by Phineas the high-priest, 
that his wrath against them might cease, and 
that he would be satisfied with these two de- 
feats, and give them the victory and power 
over their enemies. Accordingly God pro- 
mised them so to do, by the prophesying of 
Phineas. 

1 1. When therefore they had divided the 
army into two parts, they laid the one half of 
them in ambush about the city Gibeah, by 
night, while the other half attacked tlic Ben- 
jamfles, who retiring upon the assault, the 
Benjaniites pursued them, while the Hebrews 
retired by slow degrees, as very desirous to 
draw them entirely from the city ; and the 
other followed them as they retired, till both 
the old men and the yopng men that were 
left in the city, as too w'cak to fight, came run- 
ning out together vyth ihein, as willing to 
bring their enemies under. However, when 
they were a great way from the city, the He- 
brew's ran away no longer, but turned back 
to fight them, and lifted up the signal they 
had agreed on to those that lay in ambusn, 
who rose up, and with a great noise fell upon 
the enemy. Now, as soon as ever they per- 
i ccived themselves to be deceived, they knew 

not what to do ; and when they were driven 
into a certain hollow place which was in a val- 
ley, they were shot at by those that encom- 
passed them, till they were all destroyed, ex- 
cepting six hundred, which formed themselves 
into a close body of men, and forced their 
passage through the mi<lst of their enemits, 
and fled to the neighbouring mountains, and, 
seizing upon them, remained there ; but the 
rest of them, being about twenty-five thou- 
sand, were slain. Then did the Israelites 
j burn Gibeah, and slew the women, and the 
I males that were under age ; and did the san>e 
also to the other cities of tlie Benjaniites ; — 
and, indeed, they were enraged to that de- 
I gree, that they sent twelve thousand men out 
of the army, and gave them orders to destroy 
Jabesh Gilead, because it did not join with 
them in fighting against the Benjamites. Ac- 
cordingly, those that were seiit slew the men 
of war, with their children ai»d wives, except- 
ing four hundred virgins, 'i'o such a degree 
had they proceeded in their anger, because 
they not only had the suflering of the Le- 
vite’s wife to avenge, but the. sl.'*‘ughter of 
their own soldiers. 

12. How'ever, they afterward were sorry 


and the Israelites returned to their camp in a for the calamity they had brought upon the 
great fright at what had happened. On the Benjamites, and appointed a fast on that ac- 
next day, when they fought again, the Ben- count, although they supposed those men had 
jainites beat them ; and eighteen thousand of sufl'ered justly for their ofiencu against the 
the Israelites were slain, and the rest deserted laws ; so they recalled by their ambassadors 
tlicir camp out of fear of a greater slaughter, those six hundred which had escaped. These 
So they came to B rtbel,* a city that was near had seated themselves on a certain rock called 


« Josephus seems here to have made a small mistake, 

when he to')k the Hebrew word Beth-Rl, which defiotes that the tabernacle was ever at Bethel { only so far rt Is 
ti'.c house of God, or t':e ttwerva€le, J\n\g. xx, 18, for true, that Shiloh, the place of the tHhmacletn the days 
the proper name of a place, Ucthel, it no way apjieoring of the Judges, was not far from licUtei. 
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Rimmmy which was in the wilderness. So the 
ambassadors lamented not only the disaster 
that had befallen the Bcnjamites, but them- 
selves also, by this destruction of their kin- 
dred ; and persuaded them to take it patiently, 
and to come and unite with them, and not, so 
far as in them lay, to give their sufirage to the 
utter destruction of the tribe of Benjamin; and. 
said to them, “ We give you leave to take the 
whole land of Benjamin to yourselves, and as 
much prey as you are able to carry away with 
you,” So these men with sorrow confessed, 
that what had been done was according to the 
decree of God, and had happened for their 
own wickedness ; and assented to those that 
invited tiiem, and came down to their own 
tribe. The Israelites also gave them the four 
hundred virgins of Jabesh Gilead for wives; 
but as to the remaining two hundred, they de- 
liberated about it how they might compass 
wives enough for them, and that they might 
have children by them; and whereas they had, 
before the war began, taken an oath, that no 
one would give his daughter to wdlc to a Ben- 
jamite, some advised them to have no regard 
to what they had sworn, because the oath had 
not been taken advisedly and judiciously, but 
in a passion, and thought that they should do 
nothing against God, if tliey were able to save 
a whole tribe which was in danger of perish- 
ing; and that perjury was then a sad and dan^ 
gerous thing, not when it is done out of ne- 
cessity, but when it is done with a wicked 
intention. But when the senate were a/fright- 
ed at t!><> very name of perjury, a certain per- 
son told them that he could sliow them a way 
whereby they might procure the Benjaniitcs 
ivives enough, and yet keep their oath, ''riiey 
asked liiin wjjat his proposal was. He said, 
“ That three times in a year, when we meet 
In Shiloh, oiir wives and our. daugliters ac- 
company us ; let then tlie Benjamites be al- 
lowed to steal away, and marry such women 
as they c .n catch, while we will neitlier in- 
cite lliem nor forbid them ; and when their 
parents take it ill, and desire us tb inflict pu- 
nishment upon them, we will tell them, that 
they were themselves the cause of what had 
happened, by neglecting to guard their daugh- 
ters, and that they oiigiit not to be over-an- 
gry at the Bcnjamites, since that anger was 
permitted to nse too high already.** So tlv 
Israelites were persuaded to follow this ad- 
vice, and decrilvlj That the Benjamites should 
be allowed thus to steal themselves wives. 
So when the lestival was coming on, these 
two hundred Benjamites lay in ambush be 
fore the city, by two and three together, and 
waited for the coming of the virgins, in the 
vineyards and other places wdiere they could 
lie concealed. Accordingly the virgins came 
along playing, and suspected nothing of what 
was coming upon thorn, and walked after an 
unguarded munner, so those that lay scattered 
the road, rose up, and caught hold of 
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them f by this means these Benjamites got 
thetn wives, and fell to agriculture, and took 
good care to recover their former happy state. 
And thus w'as this tribe of the Benjamites, 
after they had been in danger of entirely pe- 
rishing, saved in the manner fore-mentioned, 
by the wisdom of the Israelites : and accord- 
ingly it presently flourished, and soon in- 
creased to be a multitude, and came to enjoy 
all other degrees of happiness. And such was 
the conclusion of this war. 


CHAPTER III. 

HOW THE ISRAELITES AFTER THIS MISFORTUNR 
GREW WICKED, AND SERVED THE ASSYRIANS ; 
AND HOW GOD DELIVERED TIIEM BY OTH- 
NIEL, WHO RULED OVER THEM FORTY YEARS. 

§ 1. Now it happened that the tribe of Dan 
sufteretLin like manner with the tribe of Ben- 
jamin ; and it came to do so on the occasion 
following : — When the Israelites had already- 
left off the exercise of their arms for war, and 
were intent upon their husbandry, the Ca- 
naaiiites despised them, and brought together 
an army, not because they expected to suffer 
by tlicm, but because they had a mind to 
have a sure prospect of treating the Hebrews 
ill when they pleased, and might thereby for 
the time to come dwell in their own cities the 
more securely ; tliey prepared therefore their 
chariots, and gathered their soldiery together, 
their cities also combined together, and drew 
over to thetn Askelon and Ekron, which were 
within the tribe of Judah, and many more of 
(hose that lay in the plain. They also forced 
the Danites to fly ^nto the mountainous coun- 
try, and left them not the least portion of the 
plain country to set their foot on. Since then 
these Danites were not able to fight them, 
and had not land enough to sustain them, 
they scut five of their ineu into the midland 
country to see for a land to which they might 
remove their habitation. So these men went 
as far as the neighbourhood of mount Liba- 
nus, and the fountains of the Lesser Jordan, 
at the great plain of Sidon, a day’s journey 
from the city ; and when they had taken a 
view of the land, and found it to be good and 
exceeding fruitful, Uiey acquainted tlieir tribe 
with it, whereupon they made an expedition 
with the army, and built there the city Dan, 
of the same name with the son of Jacob, and 
of the same name with their own tribe. 

2. The Israelites grew so indolent, and 
unready of taking pains, that misfortunes 
came heavier upon them, which also proceed- 
ed in partTroni their contempt of the divine 
worship; for when they had once fallen off 
from the regularity of their political govern- 
ment, Uwy indulged themselVes farther in liv- 
ing according to their own pleasure, and ac- 
cording to their own will, till they were lull 
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of the evil doings that were common among 
tlie Canaanites. God therefore was angry 
with them, and they lost that their happy state 
which they had obtained by innumerable la- 
bours, by their luxury ; for when Chushan, 
king of the Assyrians, had made war against 
them, they lost many of their soldiers in the 
battle, and when they weio besieged, they 
w’ere taken by force ; nay, there were some, 
who, out of fear, voluntarily submitted to him, 
and though the tribute laid upon them was 
more than they could bear, yet did they pay 
it, and underwent all sort of oppression for 
eight years ; after wliich time they were freed 
from them in the following manner : — 

3. There was one whose name was Othniel, 
the son of Kena^. of the tribe of Judah, an 
active man and of great courage. He had 
an admonition from God, not to overlook the 
Israelites in such a distress as they were now 
in, but to endeavour boldly to gain them their 
liberty; so when he had procured some to as- 
sist him in this dangerous undertaking (and 
few' they were, who, either out of shame at 
their present circumstances, or out of a desire 
of changing them, could be prevailed on to 
assist him), he first of all destroyed that gar. 
risen which Chushan had set over them ; but 
when it was perceived that he had not failed 
in his drst attempt, more of the people came 
to bis assistance ; so they joined liattle with 
the Assyrians, and drove tliem entirely before 
them, and compelled them to pass over Eu- 
phrates. Hereupon Othniel, wiio had given 
such proofs of his valour, received from the 
multitude authority to judge the people: and 
when he had ruled over them forty years, he 
died. 


CHAPTER IV. 

MOW OUR PEOPLE SERVED THE MOABITES EIGH- 
TEEN YEARS, AND WERE THEN DELIVERED 
FROM SLAVERY BY ONE EHUD, WHO KETAIN- 
ED THE DOMINION EIGHTY YEARS. 

§ 1. When Othniel was dead, the affairs of 
Uic Israelites fell again into disorder: and 
while they neither paid to God the honour 
due to him, nor were obedient to the laws, 
their afflictions increased, till Eglon, king of 
the Moabites, did so greatly despise them on 
account of the disorders of their political go- 
vernment, that he made war upon them, and 
overcame them in several battles, and made 
the most courageous id submit, and entirely 
subdued their army, and ordered them to pay 
him tribute. And when he had built him a 
royal palace at Jericho,* he omitted no me- 

• It appears by the Wietl history ( Judg. 1, 16 ; iU, 
13). Uiat %idn's paviliun or palace was at the city of 
l^ahii'TreiaC, as tne pla.'e where Jericho had stood is 
cal ad after llldeslilietiou by Joshua, that is, at or near 


thod whereby he might distress them ; and in- 
deed he reduced them to poverty for eighteen 
ycaVs. Rut when God had once taken pity 
of the Israelites, on account of their afflic- 
tions, and was moved to compassion by their 
supplications put up to liim, he freed them 
from the hard usage they had met with under 
tlic Moabites. This liberty he procured for 
them in the following manner ; — 

2. There w'as a young man of the« tribe of 
Benjamin, whose name was Ehud, the son of 
Gera, a man of very great courage in bold 
undertakings, and of a very strong body, fit 
for hard labour, but best skilled in using his 
left hand, in which was his whole strength ; 
and he also dwelt at Jcriciio. Now this 
man became familiar with Eglon, and that by 
means of presents, with which be obtained his 
favour, and insinuated himself into his good 
opinion j whereby he was also beloved of those 
that were about the king. Now, when on a 
time he was bringing presents to the king, 
and had two servants with him, he put a dag- 
ger on his right thigh secretly, and went in to 
him : it was then summer time, and tlie mid- 
dle of the day, when the guards were not 
strictly on their watch, both because of the 
heat, and because they were gone to dinner. 
So the young man, whcMi he had offered his 
presents to the king, who then resided in a 
small parlour that stood conveniently to avoid 
the beat, fell into discourse with him, for they 
were now alone, the king having bid his ser- 
vants that attended him to go their ways, be- 
cause he had a mind to talk with Ehud. He was 
now sitting on his throne; and fear seized upon 
Ehud lest he should miss his stroke, and not 
give him a deadly wound ; so he raised him- 
self up, and said he hud a dream to impart to 
him by the command of God ; upon which 
the king leaped out of his throne for joy of 
the dream ; so Ehud smote him to the heart, 
and, leaving his dagger in his body, he went 
out and shut the door after him. Now the 
king’s servants were very still, as supposing 
that the king had composed himself to sleep. 

S. Hereupon Ehud informed the people of 
Jericho privately of what he had done, and 
exhorted them to recover their liberty ; who 
heard him gladly, and w'entto their arms, and 
sent messengers over the country, that should 
sound trumpets of rams* horns; for it was our 
custom to call the people together by them. 
Now the attendants of Eglofi ^re ignorant of 
what misfortune hud befallen him for a great 
while ; but, towards the evenii%, feuring.some 
uncommon accident had happened, they en- 
tered into his parlour, and when they found 
him dead, they were in great disorder, and 

the demolished dty. Accordingly Josephus says it was 
at Jcriciio, or rather in that fine country of parni-trees^ 
uixni, or near to, the same spot of ground on which Je- 
richo hod formerly stood, and on which it was rebuilt 
by HieJ, 1 Kings xvi. 34, Our other copies that avoid 
its pro|icr name Jericho, and call it the City of Palm* 
Trees only speak hire more accurately tliaa Josephua 
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knew not what to do-; and before the guards ! 
could be got together, the multitude of the 
Israelites came upon them, so that some of 
them were slain immediately, and some were 
put to flight, and ran away toward the coun- 
try of Moab, in order to save themselves. 
Their number was above ten thousand. The 
Israelites seized upon the ford of Jordan, and 
pursued them, and slew them, and many of 
" tljem they killed at the ford, nor did one of 
thehtNotipape out of their hands ; and by this 
means it was that the Hebrews freed them- 
selves from slavery, under the Moabites. 
Ehud also was on this account dignified with 
the government over all the multitude, and 
died after he had held the government eighty 
years. * He was a man worthy of commen- 
dation, even besides what he deserved for the 
forementioned act of his. After him Sham* 
gar, the son of Aiiath, was elected for their 
governor, but died in the first year of his go- 
vernment 


CHAPTER V. 

HOW THE CANAANITES BROUGHT THE ISRAEL- 
ITES UNDER SLAVERY FOR TWENTY YEARS ; 
AFTER WHICH THEY WERE DELIVERED BY 
BARAK AND DEBORAH, WHO RULED OVER 
THEM FOR FORTY YEARS. 

§ 1. And now it was that the Israelites, tak- 
ing no warning by their former misfortunes 
to amend their manners, and neither worship- 
ping God nor submitting to the laws, were 
brought under slavery by Jabin the king of 
the Caiiaanites, and that before they bad a 
short breathing time after the slavery under 
the Moabites ; for this Jabin came out of Ha- 
zer, a city that was situate over the lake Se- 
mechonitis, and had in pay three hundred 
thousand . foot>men, and ten thousand horse- 
men, with no fewer than three thousand cha- 
riots. Sisera was the commander of all bis 
army, and was the principal person in the 
king’s favour. He so sorely beat the Israel- 
ites when they fought with him, tliat he or- 
dered them to pay tribute. 

2. So they continued to undergo tliat hard- 
»l)ip for twenty years, as not good enough o' 
themselves to grow wise by their misfortunes. 
God was willing also hereby the more to sub* 


ue their obstinacy and Ingratitude towards 
limself : sq when at length they were become 
penitent, and were so wise as to learn that 
;heir calamities arose from their contempt of 
the laws, they besought Deborah, a certain 
prophetess among them (which name in the 
Hebrew tongue signifies a Bee), to pray to God 
:o take pity on them) and not to overlook 
them, now they were ruined by the Canaan- 
tes. So God granted them deliverance, and 
chose them a general, Barak, one that was of 
the tribe of Naphtali. Now Barak, in the 
Hebrew tongue, signifies Lightning. 

3. So Deborah sent for Barak, and bade 
him choose out ten thousand young men to gc 
against the enemy, because God had said that 
that number was^suflicient, and promised them 
victory. But when Barak said tliat he would 
not be the general unless she would also go 
as a general with him, she had indignation at 
what he said, and replied, ** Tliou, O Barak, 
delivercst up meanly that authority which 

od hath given thee into the hand of a wo- 
man, and I do not reject it !** So they collected 
en thousand men, and pitched their camp at 
Mount Tabor, where, at the king’s command, 
Sisera met them, and pitched his camp not 
far fVom the enemy ; whereupon the Israelites, 
and Barak himself, were so aflVighted at the 
multitude of those enemies, that they were 
resolved to march off', had not Deborah re- 
tained them, and commanded them to fight 
the enemy that very day, for that they should 
conquer them, and God would be their assist- 
ance. 

4. So the battle began ; and when they 
were come to a close fight, there came down 
from heaven a great storm, with a vast quan- 
tity of rain and hail, and the wind blew the 
rain in the face of the Canaanites, and so 
darkened their eyes, that their arrows and 
slings were of no advantage to them, nor 
would the coldness of the air permit the sol- 
diers to make use of their swords ; while this 
storm did not so much incommode the Is- 
raelites, because it catfle in their backs. They 
also took such courage, upon the apprehension 
that God was assisting tliem, that they fell 
upon tile very midst cf their enemies,- anb 
slew a great number of tliein \ so that some 
of them fell by the Israelites, some fell by 
their own horses, which were put into disor- 
der, and not a few were killed by^their own 
chariots. At last Sisera, as soon as he saw 
himself beaten, fled away, and came to a wo- 


• These eighty years for the goveinment of Ehud 
ace necessary to Jnseptius's usual laigenumMrs between 
the exodus and the building of the temple, of five hun- 
dred and ninety-two. or six hundred and twelve years, 
but not to the smallest number of four hundred and 
«ghty years (I Kings, vl, l>i which lesser number Jo- 
sephus seems sometimes to nave followed. And since 
buhe beginning of the next chapter. It is said by Jo^ 
Phus, that there im hardly a breathing time for the 
isr^Utcs before Jidiin came and enslaved them, It is 
iiighly probable that some of the copies in his time had 
nere ijiy eight years Instead of eighty ; as had that of 
Jhe« iifiuB of Antioch, Ad 1. lli» dtA this most 

ly ftom his copy of JoNfmtts. 


man whose name was Jael, a Kenite. who re- 
ceived him, when he desired to be concealed ; 
and when he asked for somewhat to drink, 
she gave him sour milk, of which he drank 
so unmeasurably that he fell asleep; but 
when he was asleep, Jacl took an iron nail, 
and with a hammer drove it through his tem- 
ples into the floor ; and when Barak came a 
iittie afterward, she showed Sisera nailed to the 
1 and ^us was this victory gained by 
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« woman, as Deborah had foretold. Barak 
also fought with Jabin at Hazor ; and when 
he met with him, he slew him : and when the 
general was fallen, Barak overthrew the city 
to the foundation, and was the commander 
of the Israelites for forty years. 


CHAPTER VI. 

HOW THE MIDIANITES AND OTHER NATIONS 
FOUGHT AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, AND 
BEAT THEM, AND AFIT.ICTED THEIR COUN- 
TRY FOR SEVEN YEARS. HOW THEY WERE 
DELIVERED BY GIDEON, WHO RULED OVER 
THE MULTITUDE FOR FOR^^Y YEARS 

§ 1, Now when Barak and Dcborali were 
dead, whose deaths happened about the same 
time, ailerwards the Midianites called the 
Amalekites and Arabians to their assistance, 
and made war against the Israelites, and were 
too hard for those that fought against them ; 
and when they had burnt the fruits of the 
earth, they carried oflT the prey. Now when 
they had done this for three years, the multi- 
tude of the Israelites retired to the mountains, 
and forsook the plain country. 'I’hey also 
made themselves hollows under ground, and 
caverns, and preserved therein w'hatsoever had 
escaped their enemies; for the Midianites 
made expeditions in harvest-time, but permit- 
ted them to plough the land in winter, that 
so, when the others had taken the pains, they 
might have fruits for them to carry away. 
Indeed, there ensued a famine and a scarcity 
of food ; upon which they betook themselves 
to their supplications to God, and besought 
iiim to save them. 

2. Gideon also, the son of Joash, one of 
the principal persons of the tribe of Manas- 
seh, brought his sheaves of corn privately, 
and thrashed them at the wine-press ; for he 
was too fearful of their enemies to thrasfi them 
openly in. the thrashiitg-floor. At this time 
somewhat appeared to him in the shape of a 
young roan, and told him that he was a happy 
man, and beloved of God. To which he im- 
mediately replied^ ** A mighty indication of 
God*8 favour to me, that I am forced to use 
this wine-press instead of a thrashing-floor !** 
But the appearance exhorted him to be of 
good courage, and to make an attempt for the 
recoveiy of their liberty. He answered, tliat 
it was impossible for him to recover it, be- 
cause the tribe to which lie belonged was by 
no means numerous ; and because he was but 
young himself, and too inconsiderable to think 
of such great actions ; but *he other promised 
him, that God would supply what he was de- 
fective in, and vvi'-iM afford the Israelites vic- 
tory |indCr his conduct. 

therefore, as Gideon was relating 
this ^ yming men, they believed him, 


and immediately there was an army of ten 
thousand men got ready for fighting. But 
dod stood by Gideon in his sleep, and told 
him, that mankind were too fond of them- 
selves, and were enemies to such as excelled 
in virtue. Now that they might not pass 
God over, but ascribe the victory to him, and 
might not fancy it obtained by their own 
power, because they were a great army, and. 
able of themselves to fight their enemies, but 
might confess that it was owing to his assist- 
ance, he advised him to bring his army about 
noon, in^thc violence of the heat, to tlie river, 
and to esteem those that bent down on their 
knees and so drank, to be men of courage ; 
but for all those that drank tumultuous!}', 
that he should esteem them to do it out of 
fear, and as in dread of their enemies. And 
when Gideon had done as God had suggest- 
ed to him, there were found three hundred 
men that took water with their hands tu- 
multuously ; so God bid him take these men, 
and attack the enemy. Accordingly they 
pitched their camp at the river Jordan, as 
ready the next day to pass over it. 

4 . But Gideon was in great fear, for God 
had told him beforehand thdt he should set 
upon his enemies in the night-time; but God, 
being willing to free him from his fear, bid 
him take one of his soldiers, and go near to 
the Midianites* tents, for that he should from 
that very place have his courage raised, and 
grow bold. So he obeyed, and wefit and 
tCok his servant Phurah with him ; and as he 
came near to one of the tents, lie discovered 
that those that were in it were awake, and 
that one of tliem was telling to his fellow-sol- 
dier a dream of his own, and that so plainly, 
that Gideon could hear him. The dream was 
this He thought he saw a barley-cake, 
such a one as could hardly be eaten by men, 
it was so vile, rolling through the camp, and 
overthrowing the royal tent, and the tents of 
all the soldiers. Now the other soldier ex- 
plained this vision to mean the destruction of 
the army ; and told him what his reason was 
which made him so conjecture, viz. That the 
seed called barlei/ was all of it allowed to be 
of the vilest sort of seed, and that the Israel- 
ites were known to be the vilest of all tiie 
people of Asia, agreeably to the seed of bar 
ley, and that what seemed to look big among 
the Israelites was this Gideon^aud the army 
that was with him ; ** and since thou sayevt 
thou didst see the cake overturning our tents, 
I am afraid lest God hath granted the vic- 
tory over us to Gideon.’* 

5. When Gideon had heard this dream, 
good hope and courage came upon him ; and 
he commanded his soldiers to arm themselves, 
and told them of this vision of their enemies. 
They also took courage at what was told 
them, and were ready to perform what l»« 
should enjoin them ; so Gideon divided ht* 
army into three ^arts, and brought it out 
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about the fourth watch of the night, each 
part containing a hundred men : they .^11 
bare empty pitchers and lighted lamps in 
their hands, that their onset might not be 
discovered by their enetnies. They had also 
each of them a ram’s horn in his right hand, 
which he used instead of a trumpet. The 
enemy's camp took up a large space of 
ground, for it happened that they had a great 
many camels ; and as ,^hey were divided into 
different nations, so they were all contained 
in one circle. Now when the Hebrews did 
as they were ordered beforehand, ufpon their 
approach to their enemies, and, on the signal 
given, sounded with their ranis’ horns, and 
brake their pitchers, and set upon their ene- 
mies with their lamps, and a great shout, and 
cried, “ Victory to Gideon, by God’s assist- 
ance,” a disorder and a fright seized upon 
the other men while they were half asleep, for 
it was night-time, as God would have it ; so 
that a few of them were slain by their ene- 
mies, but the greatest part by their own sol- 
diers, on account of the diversity of their Ian. 
guage; and when they were once put into 
disorder, they killed all that they met with, 
as thinking them to be enemies also. Thus 
there was a great slaughter made ; and as tlie 
report of Gideon’s victory came to the Israel- 
ites, they took their weapons and pursued 
tlieir enemies, and overtook them in a certain 
valley encompassed with torrents, a place 
which these could not get over; so they en-. 
compassed themi and slew them all, with 
their kings, Oreb and Zeeb ; but the remain- 
ing captains led those soldiers that were left, 
which were about eighteen thousand, and 
pitched their camp a great way off the Israel- 
ites. However, Gideon did not grudge his 
pains, but pursued them with all his army, 
and joining battle with them, cut off the whole 
enemies’ army, and took the other leaders, 
Zebah nd Zulmuna, and made them captives. 
Now there were slain in this battle of the 
IVIidianites, and of their auxiliaries the Arab- 
ians, about a hundred and twenty thousand ; 
and the Hebrews took a great prey, gold, and 
silver, and garments, and camels, and asses ; 
and Vr’hcn Gideon was come to his own coun- 
try of Ophrah, he slew the kings of the Mi 
dianites. 

6. However, the tribe of Ephraim was so 
displeased at the good success of Gideon, that 
they resolved to make war against him, ac- 
cusing him because he did not tell them of 
his expedition against their enemies : but Gi- 
deon, as a man of temper, and ^at excelled 
in every virtue, pleaded, that it was not the 
result of his own authority or reasoning, Uiat 
made him atuick the enemy without them, 
but that it v.as tlie command of God, and 
still the victory belonged to tliem as well 
those in the army and by this method of 
cooling their passions, he brought more ad* 
vantage to the Hebrews, than by the success 


he bad against these enemies, for he thereby 
delivered them from a sedition which was a 
rising among them ; yet did this tribe after- 
wards suffer the punishment of this their in- 
urious treatment of Gideon, of which we will 
rive an account in due time. 

7. Hereupon Gideon would have laid down 
the government, but was over-persuaded to 
take it, which he enjoyed forty years, and dis- 
tributed justice to them, as the people came 
to him in their differences ; and what he de- 
termined was esteemed valid by all ; and when 
he died, he was buried in his own country of 
Ophrah. 


CHAPTER Vll. 

THAT THE JUDGES WHO SUCCEEDED GIDEON 

MADE WAll WITH THE AJXIOININO NATIONS 

FOR A LONG TIMB. 

§ 1. Now Gideon had seventy sons that were 
legitimate, for he had many wives; but he 
had also one tliat was spurious, by his concu- 
bine Drumah, whose name was Abimelcch, 
who, after his father’s death, retired to She- 
chem to his mother’s relations, for tfiey were 
of that place ; and when he had got money oi 
such of them as were eminent for many in* 
stances of injustice, he came with them to 
his father’s house, and slew all his brethren, 
except Jotham, for he had the good fortune 
to escape and be preserved ; but Abiraelech 
made the government tyrannical, and consti- 
tuted himself a lord, to do what he pleased, 
instead of obeying tlie laws ; and he acted 
most rigidly against those that were the pa- 
trons of justice. 

2. Now when, on a certain time, there was 
a public festival at Shechem, and all the mul- 
titude was there gathered together, Jotham bis 
brother, whose escape wc before related, went 
up to Mount Gerizzim, which hangs over the 
city Shechem, and cried out so os to be heard 
by the multitude, who were attentive to him. 
He desired they would consider what he was 
going to say to tliem ; so when silence was 
made, be said, That when the trees had a hu- 
man voice, and there was an assembly of them 
gathered together, they desired that tiie Qg- 
tree would rule over them; but when that 
tree refused so to do, because it was content- 
ed to enjoy that honour which belonged pe- 
culiarly to the fruit it bare, and not that 
which should be derived to it from abroad, 
the trees did not leave off their intentions to 
have a ruler, so they thought proper to make 
the offer of that ^hoiioar to Uie vine; but when 
the vine was chosen^ it made use of the same 
words which the fig-tree hail used before, .and 
excused itself from accepting thegovernmont; 
and when the olive-tree liaJ done the same, 
the brier, whom the trees had desired to lake. 
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the kingdom (it is a sort of wood good for 
6 ring), it promised to take the government, 
and to be zealous in the exercise of it; but 
that then they must sit down under its sha- 
dow, and if they should plot against it to de- 
stroy it, the principle of fire that was in it 
should destroy them. He told them, that 
what he had said was no laughing matter ; for 
that when they had experienced many bless- 
ings from Gideon, they overlooked Abimc- 
lech, when he over-ruled all, and had joined 
with him in slaying his brethren ; and that he 
was no better than a fire himself. So when 
he had said this, he went away, and lived pri- 
vately in the mountains for three years, out 
of fear of Abimelech. 

S. A little while after this festival, the She- 
chemites, who had now repented themselves 
of having slain the sons of Gideon, drove Abi- 
melech away both from their city and tlicir 
tribe ; whereupon he contrived how he might 
distress their city. Now at the season of vin- 
tage, the people were afraid to go out and 
gather their fruits, for fear Abimelech should 
do them some mischief. Now it happened 
that there had come to them a man of autho- 
rity, one Gaal, that sojourned with them, hav- 
ing his armed men and his kinsmen with him ; 
so the Sheebemites desired that he would allow 
them a guard during their vintage ; where- 
upon he accepted of their desires, and so the 
people went out, and Gaal with them at the 
head of his soldiery ; so they gathered their 
fruit witli safety ; and when they were at 
supper in several companies, they then ven- 
tured to curse Abimelech openly; and the 
magistrates laid ambushes in places about the 
city, and caught many of Abirnelech's follow- 
ers, and destroyed them. 

4. Now there was one Zebul, a magistrate 
of the Shecheraites, that had entertained Abi- 
melech. He sent messengers, and infonned 
him how much Gaal had irritated the people 
against him, and excited him to lay ambushes 
before the city, for that he would persuade 
Gaal to go out against him, which would leave 
it in his power to be revenged on him ; and 
when that was once done, he would bring him 
to be reconciled to the city. So Abimelech 
laid ambushes and iilmself lay with them 
Now Gaal abode in the suburbs, taking little 
care of himself; and Zebul was with him 
Now as Gaal saw the armed men coming on, 
he said to Zebul, That some armed men were 
coming; but the other replied, They were only 
shadows of huge stonejs : and when they were 
come nearer, Gaal perceived what was the re 
ality, and said, They were not shadows but 
men lying in ambush. Then said Zebul, 
** Didst not thou reproach Abimelech for co war* 
dice? why dost ihou not then show how' very 
courageous thou art tliyseif, and go and fight 
him?** So Gaal being in disorder, joined 
battle witli Abimelech, and some of his n«eii 
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fell ; whereupon he fled into the city, and took 
liis men with him. But Zebul managed his 
matters so in the city, that he procured them 
to expel Gaal out of the city, and this by ac- 
cusing him of cowardice in this action with 
the soldiers of Abimelech. But Abimelech, 
hen he had learned that the Sheebemites 
were again coming out to gather their grapes, 
•laced ambushes before the city, and when 
;hey w'ere coming out, the third part of his 
army took possession of the g<atcs, to hinder 
he citizens from returning in again, while the 
-est pursued those that were scattered abroad, 
and so tliere w'as slaughter everywhere; and 
when he had overthrown tlie city to the veri 
mindations, for it was not able to bear a siege, 
nd had sown its ruins with salt, he proceed- 
sdon with his army till all the Sheebemites were 
ilain. As for those that were scattered about 
lie country, and so escaped the danger, they 
/ere gathered together unto a certain strong 
‘ock, and settled themselves upon it, and pre- 
•ared to build a wall about it: and when Abi- 
melech knew their intentions he prevented 
:hcm, and came upon them with his forces, 
and laid faggots of dry wood -ound the place, 
he himself bringing some of them, and byhisex- 
imple encouraging tlic soldiers to do the same. 
And when the rock w'as encompassed round 
about with these faggots, they set them on fire, 
and threw in whatsoever by nature caught fire 
:he most easily ; so a mighty flame was raised, 
and nobody could fly away from the rock, but- 
■very man perished, with their wives and 
children, in all about fifteen hundred men, and 
he rest were a great number also. And such 
was the calamity which fell upon the Sliechc- 
mites; and men's grief on their account had 
•eeti greater than it was, had they not brought 
so much mischief on a person who had so w ell 
deserved of them, and had they not themselves 
esteemed this as a punishment for the same. 

5. Now' Abimelech, when he had allright- 
ed the Israelites with the miseries he had 
brought upon the Sliecheinitea, seemed open- 
ly to affect greater authority than he now had, 
and appeared to set no bounds to his violence, 
unless it were with the destruction of all. 
Accordingly he marched to Thebes, and took 
the city on the sudden; and there being a 
great tower therein, whereunto the wliole 
multitude fled, he made preparation to besiege 
it. Now as he was rusliing" with violence 
near flie gates, a woman threw a piece of a 
mill-stone upon his head, upon which Abi- 
melech fell dow'n, and desired his armour- 
bearer to kUl him, lest his death should he 
thought to.be the work of awoman;— ‘who 
did what he was bid to do. So he underwent 
this death as a punishment for the wickedness 
he had perpetrated against his brethren, and 
his insolent barbarity to the Sheebemites. 
Now the calamity that happened to those She- 
chemites was according to the prediction of 
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Jotijam. However, the army that was withjmonite [king], complaining of his unjust pos- 
Abiniclecb, upon his fall, was scattered a- session of their land. But that king sent a 
broad, and went to their own homes. contrary message ; and complained of the ex.^ 

* 6» Now it was that Jair the Gileadite,* of odus of the Israelites out of Egypt, and de- 
the tribe of Manasseh, to^k the government, sired him to go out of the land of the Amor- 
He was a man happy in other respects also, ites, and yield it up to him, as at first his pa- 
but particularly in his children, who were of ternal inheritance. But Jephtha returned this 
a good character. They were tliirty in num- answer: That he did not justly complain of 
her, and very skilful in riding on horses, and his ancestors about the land of the Amorites, 
were intrusted with the government of the and ought rather to thank them that they left 
cities of Gilead. He kept the government the land of the Ammonites to them, since 
twenty-two years, and died an old man ; and Moses could have taken it also ; and that nei- 
he was buried in Camon, a city of Gilead. ther would he recede from that land of their 

7. And now all the affairs of the Hebrews own, which God had obtained for them, and 

were managed uncertainly, and tended to dis- they had now inhabited [above] three hun- 
order, and to the contempt of God and of the dred years, but would fight with tliem about it. 
laws. So the Ammonites and Philistines had 10. And when he had given them this an- 
them in contempt, and laid waste the country swer, he sent the ambassadors away. And 
with a great army ; and when they had taken when he had prayed for victory and had vow- 
all Perea, they were so insolent as to attempt ed to perform sacred offices, and if he came 
to gain the possession of all the rest : but the home in safety, to offer in sacrifice what living 
Hebrews, being now amended by the calami- creature soever should first meet him;* he 
tics they liad undergone, betook themselves joined battle with the enemy, and gained a 
to supplications to God ; and brought sacri- great victory, and in his pursuit slew the ene- 
fices to him, beseeching him not to be too se- mies all along as far as the city Minnith. He 
vere upon them, but to be moved by their then passed over to the land of the Ammonites, 
prayers to leave off’ his anger against them, and overthrew many of their cities, and took 
So God became more merciful to them, and their prey, and freed his own people from that 
was ready to assist them. slavery which they had undergone for eighteen 

8. When the Ammonites had made an ex- years. But as he came back, he fell into a 
pedition into the land of Gilead, the inhabi- calamity no way correspondent to the great ac- 
tants of the country met them at a certain tions he had done ; for it was his daughter 
mountain, but wanted a commander. Now Jiat came to meet him; she was also an only 
there v-’as one whose name was Jephtha, who, child and a virgin : upon this Jephtha heavily 
both ou account of his father’s virtue, and on amented the greatness of his affliction, and 
account of that army which he maintained at blamed his daughter for being so forward in 
his own expenses, was a potent man ; the Is- meeting him, for he had vowed to sacrifice her 
raelitcs therefore sent to him, and entreated to God. However, this action that was tobe- 
him lo come to their assistance, and promised fal her was not ungrateful to her, since she 
him tiie dominion over them all his life-time, should die upon occasion of her father's vie 
But he did not admit of their entreaty; and tory, and the liberty of her fellow-citizens : she 
accused them, that they did not come to his only desired her father to give her leave, for , 
assistance when he was unjustly treated, and two months, to bewail her youth with her fei 
this in an open manner by his brethren ; for low-citizens ; and then she agreed, that at the 
they cast him off’, as not having the same mo- fore-mentioned time he might do with her ae- 
ther with the rest, but born of a strange mo- cording to his vow. Accordingly, when that 
ther, that was introduced among them by his time was over, he sacrificed his daughter as a 
father’s fondness ; and this they did out of a burnt-offering, offering such an oblation as waa 
contempt of his inability [to vindicate him- neither conformable to the law nor acceptable 
self]. So he dwelt in the country of Gilead, to God, not weighing with himself whatopin * 
as it is called, and received all that came to ion the hearers would have of such a practice, 
him, let theim come from what place soever, 11. Now the tribe of Ephraim fought 
ajid paid them ^ages. However, when they against him, because he did not take them 
pressed him to accept the dominion, and sware along with him in his expedition against the 
they would grant him the government over Ammonites, but because he alone had the 
them all his life, he led them to the war. prey* and the glory of what was done to him- 

9. And when Jephtha had taken immediate self. As to which he said, first, that they wens 
care of their aff airs, he placed his army at the 

city Miseph, and sent a message to the Am- , * JMephwJusUyTOnd^nsJephtlui^^ 

® tolical Constitutions, b. vii. ch. xxxvli. for his rash vow, 

copies of Josephus nil omit Tola whether it were for sacrificing his daughter, as Josephus 
though the other copies have him nex thought, or for dedicating her, who was his only child, 
and allot twenty-three years to his ad- to perpetual virginity, m the tabernacle or elsewhcae, 
.“i” (Judges X. 1, 2); yet do all Josephus'^ which 1 rather suppose. If he had vowed her for a sac- 
conclude, that in Josephus’s sura of the rifice, she ought to have been redeemed. Lev. xxvii, 1 
Fdges, his twenty-three years are included i —8 i but of the sense of ver. 28, 29, as relating not to 
W ^ confhsR, that somewhat has been here things vowed to God, but devoted to destrucUon, see the 

•usi out of his copies. note ou AnUq. b. v, ch. i. sect. 8. 
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not ignorant how his kindred had fought 
against him, and that when they were invited, 
they did not come to his assistance, whereas 
they ought to have come quickly, even before 
they were invited. And in the next place, that 
they were going to act unjustly; for while 
they had not courage enough to fight their 
enemies, they came hastily against their own 
kindred : and he threatened them that, with 
God’s assistance, he would inflict a punish- 
ment upon them, unless they would grow 
wiser. Hut when he could not persuade them, 
he fought with them with those forces which 
he sent for out of Gilead, and he made a great 
slaughter among Uicm ; and when they were 
beaten, he pursued them, and seized on the 
passages of Jordan by a part of his army which 
he had sent before, and slew about forty-two 
thousand of them. 

1 2. So when Jephtha had ruled six years, 
oe died, and was buried in his own country, 
Sebcc, which is a place in the land of Gilead. 

13. Now, when Jephtha was dead, Ibzan 
took the government, being of the tribe of 
Judah, and of the city of Bethlehem. He 
had sixty children, thirty of them sons, and 
the rest daughters ; all whom he left alive be- 
hind him, giving the daughters in marriage 
to husbands, and taking wives for his sons. 
He did nothing in the seven years of his ad- 
ministration that was worth recording, or de- 
served a memorial. So he died an old man, 
ind was buried in his own country. 

14. When Ibzan was dead after this man- 
ner, neither did Helon, who succeeded him 
in the government, and kept it ten years, do 
any thing remarkable : he was of the tribe of 
Zebulon. 

15. Abdon also, the son of Hilel, of the 
tribe of Ephraim, and born at the city Pyra- 
thon, was ordained their supreme governor 

• after Helon. He is only recorded to have 
fieen happy in his children ; for the public af- 
fairs were then so peaceable, and in such se- 
rurity, that neither did he perform any glori- 
ous action. He had forty sons, and by ibem 
left thirty grand-children ; and he marched in 
state w'ith these seventy, who were all very 
skilful in riding horses ; and he left them all 
alive after him. - He died an old man, and 
obtained a magnificent burial in Pycathon. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

CONCERNING THE FORTITUDE OF SAMSON, AND 
WHAT MISCHIEFS HE BROUGHT UPON THE 
PHILISTINES. 

§ 1. After Abdon was dead, the Philistines 
overcame the Israelites, and received tribute 
of them for forty years ; from which distress 
they were delivpu'd after this, manner:-— 

2. There wa.., one Manoah, a person of 
such gveat virtue, that he bad few men his 
equals* and without dispute the principal per- 


son of his country* He bad a wife celebrat- 
ed for lier beauty, and excelling her contem- 
poraries. He had no children ; and, being 
uneasy at his want of posterity, he entreated 
God to give them Sjeed of their own bodies to 
succeed them ; and with that intent he came 
constantly into the suburbs, * together with 
his wife; which suburbs wore in the Great 
Plain. Now, he was fond of his wife to a 
degree of madness, and on that account was 
unmeasurably jealous of her. Now, when his 
wife was once alone, an apparition was seen 
by her : it was an angel of God, and resem- 
l)led a young man, beautiful and tall, and 
brought her the good news, that she should 
have a son, born by God’s providence, that 
sliould be a goodly child, of great strength ; 
by whom, when he was grown up to man’s 
estate, the Philistines should be afflicted. He 
exhorted her also not to poll his hair, and 
that he should avoid all other kinds of drink 
(for so bad God commanded), and be entirely 
contented with water. So the angel, when 
he had delivered that message, went his way, 
his coming having been by the will of God. 

3. Now the wife informed her husband 
when he came home of what the angel had 
said, who showed so great an admiration or 
the beauty and tallness of the young man that 
had appeared to her, that her husband was 
astonished, and out of himself for jealousy, 
and such suspicions as are excited by that 
passion; but she was desirous of having her 
husband’s unreasonable sorrow taken away ; 
accordingly she entreated God to send the 
angel again, that he might be seen by her 
husband. So the angel came again by the fa- 
vour of God, while they were in the suburbs, 
and appeared to her when she was alone n ith- 
out her husband. She desired the angel to stay 
so long till she might bring her husband ; and 
that request being granted, she goes to call 
Manoah. When he saw the angel he was not 
yet free from suspicion, and he desired him 
to inform him of all that he had told his wife; 
but when he said it was sufficient that she a- 
lone knew what he had said, he then request- 
ed of him to tell who he was, that when 
the child was born they might return him 
thanks, and give him a present. He replied 
that be did not want any present, for that he 
did not bring them the good new^ of the birth 
of a son out of the want of any tiling; and 
when Manoah had entreated him to stay, and 
partake of his hospitality, he did not give his 
consent. However, he was persuaded, at the 
earnest request of Manoah, to stay so long as 
while he brought him one mark of his hospi- 
tality so he slew a kid of the goats, and bid 
his wife boil it. When ail was ready, the an- 
gel enjoined him to set the loaves and the 

• I can disoover no reason, why Manoah and his w|R* 
came so constantly into these suburbs to pray for chiia* 
ren, but because there was a synagogue or place of de* 
votion in those inburbo. 
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flesh, but without the vessels, upon the rock ; 
which when they had done, he touched the 
flesh with the rod which he had in his hand, 
which, upon the breaking out of a flame, was 
consumed, together with the loaves ; and the 
angel ascended openly, hi their sight, up to 
heaven, by means of the smoke, as by a ve> 
hide. Now Manoah was afraid that some 
danger would come to them from this sight 
of God ; but his wife bade him be of good 
courage, for that God appeared to them for 
their benefit. 

4. So the woman proved with cliild, and 
was careful to observe the injunctions that 
were given her ; and they called (he child, 
when he was born, Samson, which name sig- 
nifies one that is sirong. So the child grew 
apace; and it appeared evidently that he would 
be a prophet, * both by the moderation of his 
diet, and the permission of his hair to grow. 

5. Now when he once came with his pa- 
rents to Timnath, a city of the Philistines, 

V hen there w'as a great festival, he fell in love 
w ith a maid of that country, and he desired 
of his parents that they would procure him 
the damsel for his wife : but they refused so 
to do, because she was not of the stock of 
Israel ; yet because this marriage was of God, 
who intended to convert it to the benefit of 
tlie Hebrews, he over-persuaded them to pro- 
cure her to be espoused to him ; and as he 
was continually coming to her parents, he met 
a lion, and though he was naked, he received 
his onset, and strangled him with his bands, 
and cast the wild beast into a woody piece of 
ground on the inside of the road. 

6. And when he was going another time 
to the damsel, he lit upon a swarm of bees 
making their combs in the breast of that Hon; 
and taking three hqney -combs away, he gave 
them, together with the rest of his presents, 
to the damsel. Now the people of Timnadi, | 
out of a dread of the young man's strength, 
gave him during the time of the wedding- 
feast (for he then feasted them all) thirty of' 
the most stout of their youth, in pretence to be 
his companions, but in reality to be a guard 
upon him, that he might not attempt to give 
them any disturbance. Now as they were 
drinking merrily and playing, Samson said, 
as was usual at such times, ** Come, if I pro- 
pose you a riddle, and you can expound it in 
these seven days* time, I will give you every 
one a linen sflirt and a garment, as the reward< 
of your wisdom.” So they being very ambi- 
tious to obtain the glory of wisdom, together 
w'ith the gains, desired him to propose his 
riddle : he said, ** That a devourer produced 
sweet food out of itself, though itself were 
very disagreeable :**~-and when they were not 

* Here, by ^prMhet, .loscphus seems only to mean 
one that was bom by a particular providence, lived af- 
ter the manner of a Naaarite devoted to (iod, and was 
to nave an extraordinary commission and strength from 
t'Od for the judging and avenging his |)eople Israelt 
without any proper proplu^e revelations at all 
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able, in three days* time, to find out the mean- 
ing of the riddle, they desired the damsel to 
discover it by the means of her husband, and 
tell it them ; and they threatened to burn her 
if she did not tell it them. So when the dam- 
sel entreated Samson to tell it her, he at first 
refused to do it; but when she lay hard at 
him, and fell into tears, and made his refu- 
sal to tell it a sign of his unkindiiess to her, 
he informed her of his slaughter of a lion, 
and how he found bees in bis breast, and car- 
ried away three honey combs, and brought 
them to her. Thus he, suspecting nothing of 
deceit, informed her of all, and she revealed 
it to those that desired to know it. Then on 
the seventh day, wliereon they were to ex- 
pound the riddle proposed to them, they met 
together before sun-setting, and said, ** No. 
tiling is more disagreeable than a lion to those 
that light on it ; and nothing is sweeter than 
honey to those that make use of it.*’ To 
which Samson made this rejoinder: “ No- 
thing is more deceitful than a woman, for such 
was the person that discovered my interpreta- 
tion to you,** Accordingly he gave them the 
presents he had promised them, making such 
Askclonites as met him upon the road bis 
prey, who were themselves Philistines also. 
But he divorced this his wife ; and the girl 
despised iiis anger, and was married to his 
companion, who made the former match be- 
tween them. 

7. At this injurious treatment Samson uas 

provoked, that he resolved to punish all 

the Philistines, as well as her : so it being 
then summer-time, and the fruits of the land 
being almost ripe enough for reaping, he 
caught three hundred foxes, and joining light- 
ed torches to their tails, he sent them into the 
fields of the Philistines, by which means the 
fruits of the fields perished. Now when the 
PblUstiues knew that this was Samson’s doing, 
and knew also for what cause he did it, they 
sent their rulers to Timnath, and burnt his 
former wife, and her relations, who had been 
the occasion of their misfortunes. 

8. Now when Samson bad slain many of 
the Philistines in the plain country, he dwelt 
at Etam, which is a strong rock of the tribe 
of Judali; for the Philistines at that time 
made an expedition against that tribe : but 
the people of Judah said that they did not act 
justly with them, in inflicting punishments 
upon them while they paid tbcir tribute, and 
this only on account of Samson’s offences. 
Thi'y answered, that in case they would not 
be blamed themselves, they must deliver up 
Samson, and put him into their power. So 
they being desirous not to be blamed them- 
selves, came to the rock with three thousand 
armed men, and complained to Siimson of tlic 
bold insults he had made upon the Philistines, 
who were men able to bring calamity upon 
the whole nation of the Hebrews ; and they 
told him they were come to take him, and to 



148 ANTIQUITIES 

deliver him up to them, and put him into their 
power ; so they desired him to bear this wil- 
lingly. Accordingly, when he had received 
assurance from them upon oath, that they 
would do him no other harm than only to de- 
liver him into his enemies* hands, iie came 
down from the rock, and put himself into the 
power of his countrymen. Then did they 
bind him with two cords, and lead him on, in 
order to deliver him to the Philistines ; and 
when they came to a certain place, which is 
now called the Jmv-boiie, on account of the 
great action there performed by Samson, 
though of old it had no particular name at 
all, the Philistines, who had pitched their camp 
not far off, came to meet them with joy and 
shouting, as having done a great tiling, and 
gained what they desired; but Samson broke 
his bonds asunder, and catching up the jaw- 
bone of an ass that lay down at his feet, fell 
upon his enemies, and smiting them with his 
jaw-bone, slew a thousand of them, and put 
the rest to flight and into great disorder. 

9. Upon this slaughter Samson was too 
proud of what he had performed, and said 
that this did not come to pass by the assist- 
ance of God, but that his success was to be 
ascribed to his own courage ; and vaunted 
himself, that it was out of a dread of him that 
some of his enemies fell, and the rest ran 
away upon his use of the jaw-bone ; but when 
a great thirst came upon him, he considered 
that human courage is nothing, and bare his 
testimony that all is to be ascribed to God, 
and besought him that he would not be angry 
at any thing he had said, nor give him up in- 
to the hands of his enemies, but aflTord him 
help under his affliction, and deliver him from 
the misfortune he was under. Accordingly 
God was mpvcd with his entreaties, and raised 
him up a plentiful fountain of sweet water at 
a certain rock ; whence it was that Samson 
called the place the Jaw-bone,* and so it is 
v'alled to this day. 

10. After this fight Samson held the Phi- 
listines in contempt, and came to Gaza, and 
took up his lodgings in a certain inn. When 
the rulers of Gaza were informed of his com* 
ing thither, they seized upon the gates, and 
placed men in ambush about them, that he 
might not escape without being perceived ; 
but Samson, who was acquainted with their 
contrivances against him, arose about mid- 
night, and ran by force upon the gates, with 
their posts and beams, and the rest of their 
wooden furniture, and carried them away on 
liis shoulders, and bare tliern to the mountain 
that is over Hebron, and there laid them down. 

11. However, he at length •j* transgressed 

• This fountAin, called Lchl, or the Javhbone, is still 
in being, as travidlurs assure us, and was known by 
this very name in the days of Josephus, and has been 
known by the satn^ in all ^one past ages. See 

Antiq. b- vil, clian. xn, ■m.-.L i. 

t See this justly observed In the ApostoUcal Constv 
cu linos, bb vit. chap, xxxvil, that Samson’s prayer wai 
bearOr out that it was befote this his tran^rcssion. 
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the laws of his country, and altered his own 
regular way of living, and imitated the strange 
customs of foreigners, w'hich thing was the 
beginning of his miseries ; for he fell in love 
with a woman that was a harlot among the 
Philistines;, her name was Delilah, and he 
ived with her. So those that administered 
he public affairs of the Philistines came to 
her, and, with promises, induced her to get 
out of Samson what was the cause of that his 
strength, by which he became unconquerable 
to his enemies. Accordingly, when they 
were drinking, and had the like conversation 
together, she pretended to admire the actions 
he had done, and contrived to get out of him 
by subtilty, by what means be so much excel- 
led others in strength. Samson, in order to de- 
lude Delilah, for he had not yet lost his senses, 
replied, that if he were bound with seven 
such green withs of a vine as might still be 
wreathed, he should be weaker than any other 
man. The woman said no more then, but 
told this to the rulers of the Philistines, and 
hid certain of the soldiers in ambush within 
the house ; and when he was disordered in 
drink and asleep, she bound him as fast as 
possible with the withs ; and ' then upon her 
awakening him, she told him some of the peo- 
ple were upon him ,• but he broke the withs, 
and endeavoured to defend himself, as though 
some of the people were upon him. Now 
this woman, in the constant conversation Sam- 
son had with her, pretended that she took it 
very ill that he had such little confidence in 
her affections to him, that he would not tell 
her what she desired, as if she would not con- 
ceal what she knew it was fur his interest tc 
have concealed. However, he deluded hei 
again, and told her, that if they bound hiir 
with seven cords, he should lose his strength. 
And when upon doing this, she gained no- 
thing, he told her the third time, that his hair 
should be woven into a web ; but when, upon 
doing this, the truth was not yet discovered, 
at length Samson, upon Delilah’s prayer (for 
he was doomed to fall into some affliction), 
was desirous to please her, and told her that 
God took care of him, and that he was born 
by his providence, and that thence it is that 
I suffer my hair to grow, God having charged 
me never to poll my head, and thence my 
strength is according to the increase and con* 
tinuance of my hair.** When she had learn- 
ed thus much, and had deprived him of his 
hair, shb delivered him up to his enemies, 
when he was not strong enough to defend 
himself from their attempts upon him ; so 
they put out his eyes, and bound him, and had 
him led about among them. 

12. But in process of time Samson’s hair 
grew again. And there was a public festival 
among the Philistines, when the rulers and 
those of the most eminent character were feast- 
ing together (now the room wherein they were 
bad its roof supported by two pillars) ; so they 
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sent foi Samson, and he was brought to their, 
feast, that they might insult him in their cups. 
Hereupon he, thinking it one of the greatest 
misfortunes, if he should not be able to re- 
venge himself when he was thus insulted, 
persuaded the boy that led him by the hand, 
that he was weary and wanted to rest himself, 
and desired he would bring him near the pil- 
lars ; and ns soon as he came to them, he rush- 
ed with force against them, and overthrew the 
house, by overthrowing its pillars, with three 
thousand men in it, who were all slain, and 
Samson with them. And such was the end 
of this man, when he had ruled over the Is- 
raelites twenty years. And indeed this man 
deserves to be admired for his courage and 
strength, and magnanimity at his death, and 
that his wrath against his enemies went so far 
as to die himself with them. But as for his 
being ensnared by a woman, that is to be 
ascribed to human nature, which is tod weak 
to resist the temptations to that sin ; but we 
ought to bear him witness, that in all other 
respects he was one of extraordinary virtue. 
But his kindred took away his body, and bu- 
ried it in Sarasat, his own country, with the 
rest of his family. 


CHAPTER IX. 

HOW UNDER ELI’S GOVERNMENT OF THE IS- 
RArXITES, BOOZ MARRIED RUTH, FROM 
WHOM CAME OBED, THE GRANDFATHER OF 
DAVID. 

§ 1. Now after the death of Samson, Eli thi 
nigh-priest was governor of the Israelites. 
Under him, when the country w-as afflicte 
with a famine, Elimelcch of Bethlehem 
which is a city of the tribe of Judah, beiiij^ 
not abl»i to support his family under so son 
a distress, took with him Naomi his wife, an^ 
the children that were born to him by her 
Chilion and Mahlon, and removed his habi 
lation into the land of Moab ; and upon thi 
happy prosperity of his affairs there, he too! 
for his sons wives of the Moabites, Orpah fo 
Chilion, and Ruth for Mahlon. But in th- 
compass of ten years both Elimelcch, and 
little while after him, the sons died ; an< 
Naomi being very uneasy at these accidents 
and not beingVble to bear her lonesome con 
dition, now those that W'ere dearest to her wei 
dead, on whose account it was that she ha< 
gone away from her own country, she retun; 
ed to it again, for she had been informed 
was now in a flourishing condition. Howevei 
her daughters-in-law were not able to think o 
parting with her ; and when they had a mini 
to go out of the country with her, she coul 
not dissuade them firom it; but when they in 
sisted upon it, she wished them a more happ;, 
wedlock tlian they had with her son.s, and that 


ley might have prosperity in other respects 
so ; and seeing her own affairs were so low, 
le exhorted them to stay where they were, and 
ot to think of leaving their own country, and 
lartaking with her of that uncertainty under 
■hich she must return. Accordingly Orpah 
:aid behind ; but she took Ruth along with 
er, as not to be persuaded to stay behind her, 
ut would take her fortune with her, whatso- 
er it should prove. 

2. When Ruth was come with her mothcr- 
i-law to Bethlehem, Booz, who was near of kin 
Elimelech, entertained her ; and when Na- 
irn! was so called by her fellow* citizens, ac- 
irding to her true name, she said, “You might 
tore truly call me Marcu*' Now Naomi signi- 
ies in the Hebrew tongue hajyjmi^^sSf and Ma- 
i, sorrow. It wasnow reaping time; and Ruth, 
y the leave of her mother-in-law, went out to 
lean, that they might get a stock of corn for 
leir food. Now it happened that she came 
to Booz*s field; and after some time Booz 
rame thither, and when he saw the damsel he 
nquired of liis servant that was set over the 
capers, concerning the girl. The servant had 
little before enquired about all her circum- 
stances, and told them to bis master, who kind- 
y embraced her, both on account of her affec- 
ion to her mother-in-law, and her remem- 
irance of that son of hers to whom she had 
>een married, and wished that she might ex- 
icrieiice a prosperous condition ; so he desired 
ler not to glean, but to reap what she was 
ible, and gave her leave to carry it home. He 
Iso gave it in charge to that servant who was 
iver the reapers, not to hinder her when she 
ook it away, and bade him give her her din- 
icr, and make her drink when he did the like 
■o the reapers. Now what corn Ruth receiv- 
ed of him, she kept for her mother-in-law, 
and came to her in the evening, and brought 
the ears of corn with her ; and Naomi had 
kept for her a part of such food as her neigh- 
bours had plentifully bestowed upon her. 
Ruth also told her mothcr-in-law what Booz 
had said to her; and when the other had in- 
formed her that he was near of kin to them, 
and perhaps was so pious a man as to make 
some provision for tliein, she went out again 
on the days following, to gather the gleanings 
with Booz’s m.tid-servants. 

3. It was not many days before Booz, affer 
the barley was wdnnowed, slept in his thrash- 
ing-floor. When Naomi was informed of this 
circumstance, she contrived it so that Ruth 
should lie down by him, for she thought it 
might be for their advantage that he should 
discourse with the girl. Accordingly she sent 
the damsel to sleep at his feet ; who went as 
she bade her, for she did not think it consist- 
ent with her duty to contradict any command 
of her mother-in-law. And at first she lay 
concealed from Booz, as he was fast asleep} 
but when he awaked about midnight, and per* 
ceived a woman lying by him, he askwl who 
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she was ;<-^nd when she told him her napse, 
and desired that he whom she owned for lier 
lord would excuse lier^ he then said no more ; 
but in the morning, before the servants began 
to set about their work, he awaked her, and 
bid her take as much barley as she was able 
to carry, and go to her mother-in-law before 
any body there should see that she had lain 
down by him, because it was but prudent to 
avoid any reproach that might arise on that 
account, especially when there had been no- 
thing done that was ill. But as to the main 
point she aimed at, the matter should rest 
here, — “ lie that is nearer of kin than I am, 
shall be asked whether he wants to take thee 
to wife : if he says he docs, thou shalt follow 
him ; but if be refuse it, 1 will marry tliee, 
according to the law,'* 

4. When she had informed her mother-in- 
law of this, they were very glad of it, Out of 
the hope they had that Booz would make pro- 
vision for them. Now about noon Booz went 
down into the city, and gathered the senate 
together, and when he had sent for Ruth, he 
called for her kinsman also; and when he 
w-as come, he said, Dost not thou retain the 
inheritance of Elimcleoh and his sons ?** He 
confessed that he did retain it, and that he did 
as be was permitted to do by the laws, be- 
cause be was their nearest kinsman. Then 
said Booz, “ Thou must not remember the 
laws by halves, but do every thing according 
to them ; for the wife of Maiilon is come 
hither, whom tliou must marry, according to 
tiic law, in case thou wilt retain their fields.*' 
So the man yielded up both the field and the 
wife to Booz, who was himself of kin to those 
that were dead, as alleging that he had a wife 
already, and children also; so Booz called 
the senate to witness, and bid the woman to 
loose liis shoe and. spit in his face, according 
to the law; and when this was done Booz 
married Ruth, and they had a son within a 
year’s time. Naomi was herself a nurse to 
this child ; and by the advice of the women, 
called him Obedt as being to be brought up 
in order to be subservient to her in her old 
age, for Ohed in the Hebrew dialect signifies 
a servant* The son of Obed was Jesse, and 
David was his son, who was king, and left 
his dominions to his sons for one-and-twenty 
generations. I was therefore obliged to re- 
late this history of Ruth, because I had a 
mind to demonstrate the power of God, who, 
without difficulty, can raise those that are 
of ordinary parentage to dignity and splen- 
dor, to which he advanced David, though ha 
were born of such mean parents. 


CHAPTER X. 

CONCEHIftNG THE BIRTH OF SAMUEL; AND HOW 

HE FORETOLD THE CALAMITY THAT BEFEl. 

THE SONS or ELI. 

§ 1. And now upon the ill state of the af- 
fairs of the Hebrews, tliey made war again 
upon the Philistines. The occasion was this ; 
Eli, the high-priost, bad two sons, Hophni 
and Phineas. These sons of Eli were guilty 
of injustice towards men, and of impiety to- 
ards God, and abstained from no sort of 
wickedness. Some of their gifts they carried 
off, as belonging to the honourable employ- 
ment they bad ; others of them they took a- 
way by violence. They also w'ere guilty of 
impurity with the women that came to wor- 
ship God [at the tabernacle], obliging some 
to submit to their lust by force, and entic- 
ing others by bribes ; nay, the whole course 
of their lives was no better than tyranny. 
Their father therefore was angry at them 
for such their wickedness, and expected that 
God would suddenly inflict Ids punishments 
upon them for what they had done. Tlie 
multitude took it heinously also : and as soon 
jis God had foretold what calamity would be- 
fal Eli’s sons, which be did both to Eli him- 
self and to Samuel the prophet, who was ycl 
but a child, he openly showed his sorrow for 
his sons’ destruction. 

2. J will first dispatch what I have to say 
about the prophet Samuel, and after that will 
proceed to speak of the sons of Eli, and the 
miseries they brought on the whole people of 
the Hebrews. Elcanah, a Levite, one of a 
middle condition among his fellow-citizens, 
and one that dwelt at Ramatliaim, a city of 
the tribe of Ephraim, married two wives, 
Hannah and Peninnah. He had cliildren by 
the latter ; but he loved the other best, al- 
though she was barren. Now Elcanah came 
with his wives to the city Shiloh to sacrifice, 
for there it w'as that the tabernacle of God 
was fixed, as we have formerly said. Now 
when, after he had sacrificed, he distributed 
at that festival portions of the flesh to his 
wives and children, and when Hannah saw 
the other wife’s children sitting round about 
their mother, she fell into tears^ and lamented 
herself on account of her barrenness and lone- 
someness ; and suffering her grief to prevail 
over her husband’s consolations to her, she 
w'ent to the tabernacle to beseech God to give 
her seed, and to make her a mother ; and to 
vow to consecrate the first son she should bear 
to the service of God, and this in such a way, 
that hfs manner of living should not be like 
that of ordinary men. And as she continued 
at her prayers a long time, Eli, the high-priest, 
for be sat tiiere before the tabernacle, bid her 
go away, thinking she had been disordered 
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with wine; but when she said she had drank 
water, but was in surrpvr for want of children, 
and was beseeching God for them, he bid her 
be of good cheer, and told her that God would 
send her children. 

3. So she came to her husband full of 
hope, ^nd eat her meal with gladness. And 
when they had returned to their own country 
she found herself with child, and they had a 
son born to them, to whom they gave the 
name of Samuel, which maybe styled one that 
was asked of God, They therefore came to 
the tabernacle to offer sacrifice for the birth 
of the child, and brought their tithes with 
them ; but the .woman remembered the vow 
she had made concerning her son, and deli- 
vered him to Eli, dedicating him to God, that 
lie might become a prophet. Accordingly his 
hairw'as suffered to grow long, and his drink 
was water. So Samuel dwelt and was brought 
up in the temple. But Elcanah had other 
sons by Hannah, and three daughters. 

4. Now when Samuel was twelve years old, 
he began to prophesy ; and once when he was 
asleep, God called to him by his name; and 
he, supposing he had been called by the high- 
priest, came to him ; but when the high-priest 
said he did not call him, God did so thrice. 
Eli was then so far illuminated, that he said 
to him, “ Indeed, Samuel, 1 was silent now 
as well as before : it is God that calls thcc ; 
lio thou therefore signify it to him, and say I 
am hero ready.** So w'hen he heard God 
s))eak again, he desired him to speak, and to 
deliver what oracles he pleased to him, for he 
would not fail to perform any ministration 
whatsoever he should mako use of him in;— - 
to which God replied, “ Since thou art here 
ready, learn what miseries are coming upon 
the Israelites, — such indeed as words cannot 
declare, nor faith believe ; for the sons of El 
sliali die on one day, and the priesthood shall 
be tri*nsferred into the family of Eleazar; for 
Eli hath loved his sons more than he hath 
loved my worship, and to such a degree, as 
is not for their advantage.’* Which message 
Eli obliged the prophet by oath to tell him, 
for otherwise he had no inclination to afflict 
him by telling it And now Eli had a far 
more sure expectation of the perdition of his 
sons; but the glory of Samuel increased 
more and more, it being found by experience 
that wliatso^er he prophesied came to pass ac- 
cordingly,* 

« Although there had been a few occasional prophets 
before, yet was this Samuel the first of a constant sue* 
cession of prophets In the Jewish nation, as is implied 
In St. Peter’s words. Acts iii. 24 : *• Yea, and all the 
prophets, firom Samuel, and those that follow after, as 
many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of those 
days.” See also Acta xUi. 20* The others weiw rather 
sometimes called righteous men, Matth. x. 41 ; xin. 17. 


CHAPTER Xt. 

HEREIN IS DECLARED WHAT BEFEL THE SONS 

OF ELI, THE ARK, AND THE PEOPLE; AND 

HOW ELI HIMSELF DIED MISERABLY. 

§ 1. About this time it was that the Philis- 
ines made war against the Israelites, and 
pitched their camp at the city Aphek. Now 
when the Israelites had expected them a little 
while, the very next day they joined battle, 
and the Philistines were conquerors, and slew 
above four thousand of the Hebrews, and 
pursued the rest of their multitude to their 
camp. 

2. So the Hebrews being afraid of the 
worst, sent to the senate, and to the high- 
priest, and desired that they would bring the 
ark of God, that by putting themselves in ar- 
ray, when it was present with them, tliey 
might be too hard for their enemies, as not 
reflecting that he who had condemned them 
to endure these calamities was greater than the 
ark, and for whose sake it was that this ark 
came to be homoured. So the ark came, and 
the sons of the high-priest with it, having re- 
ceived a charge from their father, that if they 
pretended to survive the taking of the ark, 
they should come no more into his presence ; 
for Phineas officiated already as high-pricst, 
his father having resigned his office to him, 
by reason of his great age. So the Hebrews 
were full of courage, as supposing that, by 
the coining of the ark, they should be too 
hard for their enemies : their enemies also 
were greatly concerned, and were afraid of 
the ark’s coming to the Israelites ; however, 
the upshot did not prove agreeable to the ex- 
pectation of both sides, but when the battle 
was joined, that victory which the Hebrews 
expected was gained by the Philistines, and 
that defeat the Philistines were afraid of, fell 
to the lot of the Israelites, and thereby they 
found that they had put their trust in the ark in 
vain, for they were presently beaten as soon as 
they came to a close flght with their enemies, 
and lost about thirty thousand men, among 
whom were the sons of the high-priest ; but 
the ark was carried away by the enemies. 

S. When tlie news of this defeat came to 
Shilol), w'itli that of the captivity of the ark 
(for a certain young man, a Benjamite, who 
was in the action, came as a messenger thither), 
the whole city was full of lamentations. And 
Eli, the high-priest, who sat upon a high 
throne at one of the gates, heard their mourn- 
ful cries, and supposed that some strange 
thing had befallen his family. So he sent for 
the young man; and when he understood 
what had happened in the battle, he was .not 
much uneasy as to his sons, or what was told 
him withal about the army, as having before- 
Ihatid known by divine revelation that those 
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things would happen, and having himself de- 
clare them beforehand,— for what sad things 
come unexpectedly they distress men the most; 
but as soon as [he heard] the ark was carried 
captive by their enemies, he was very much 
grieved at it, because it fell out quite different- 
ly from what he expected ; so he fell down from 
his throne and died, having in all lived ninety- 
eight years, and of them retained the govern- 
ment forty. 

4. On the same day his son Phineas’s wife 
died also, as not able to survive the misfor- 
tune of her husband ; fur they told her of her 
husband’s death as she was in labour. How- 
ever, she bare a son at seven months, who 
lived, and to whom they gave the name of 1- 


OF THE JEWS. book VI. 

; cabod, which name signifies dugrace,— and 
this because the army received a disgrace at 
: tin's time. 

5. Now Eli was the first of the family of 
Ithamar, the other son of Aaron, that had the 
government ; for the family of Eleazar offi- 
ciated as high-priest at first, the son still, re- 
ceiving that honour from the father which E- 
leazar bequeathed to his son Phineas; after 
whom Abiezur his son took the honour, and 
delivered it to his son, whose name was Buk- 
ki, from whom his son Ozi received it ; after 
whom Eli, of whom we have been speaking, 
had the priesthood, and so he and hfs posteri- 
ty until the time of Solomon’s reign ; but 
then the posterity of Eleazar reassumed it. 


BOOK VI. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS, 


FROM THE DEATH OF EEl 


CHAPTER I. 

I HE DESTRUCTION THAT CAME UPON THE PHI- 
LISTINES, AND UPON THEIR LAND, BY THE 
WRATH or GOD, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR 
HAVING CARRIED THE ARK AWAY CAPTIVE ; 
AND AFTER WHAT MANNER THEY SENT IT 
BACK TO THE HEBREWS. 

§ 1. When the Philistines had taken the ark 
of the Hebrews captive, as I said a little be- 
fore, they carried it to tlie city of Ashdod, 
and put it by their own god, who was called 
Dagon, * as one of their spoils ; but when 
they went into his temple the next morning 
to worship their god, they found him paying 
the same worship to the ark, for he lay along, 
as having fallen down from the ba.sis where- 
on he had stood ; so they took him up and 
set him on his basis again, and were much 
troubled at w-liat had happened ; and as they 
frequently came to Dagon and found him still 
lying along, in a posture of adoration to the 
ark, they were in very great distiess and con- 
fusion, At length God sent a very destruc- 
tive disease upon the city and country of 
Ashdod, for they died of the dysentery or 
flux, a sore distemper, that brought dcaUi 
upon them very suddmly; for before the soul 

« Dagon, a fiuneus mantimegod or idol, is (generally 
lup^Haed to have bsen liki' a man above the nat I'l, and 
(ike a flah beniwtb ff. 


TO THE DEATH OF SAVE 


could, as usual in easy deaths, be well loosed 
from the body, they brought up their entrails, 
and vomited up what tliey had eaten, and what 
was entirely corrupted by tlic disease. And 
as to the fruits of their country, a great mul- 
titude of mice arose out of the earth and hurt 
them, and spared neither the plants nor the 
fruits. Now while the people of Ashdod 
were under these misfortunes, and were not 
able to support themselves under their cala- 
mities, they perceived that they suflered thus 
because of tlie ark, and that the victory they 
bad gotten, and their having taken the ark 
captive, had not happened for their good; they 
therefore sent to the people of Askelon, and 
desired that they would receive the ark among 
them. This desire of the people of Ashdod 
was not disagreeable to those of Askelon, so 
they granted them that favour. But when they 
had gotten the ark, they were in Jhe same mi- 
serable condition ; for the ark carried along 
with it the disasters tliat the people of Ashdod 
bad suffered, to those w'ho received it from 
them. Those of Askelon also sent it away 
from themselves to others ; nor did it stay a- 
mong those others neither ; for since they were 
pursued by the same di8a.sters, they still sent 
it to tlie neighbouring cities; so that the ark 
went round, after this manner, to the five 
cities of the Philistines though it exacted 
tliese disasters as a tribute to be paid it for 
its coming among them. 
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2. When those that had experienced these 
miseries were tired out with them, and when 
those that heard of them were taught thereby 
not to admit the ark among them, since they 
paid so dear a tribute for it, at length they 
sought for some contrivance and method how 
they might get free from it : so the governors 
of the fivu cities, Gath, and Ilkron,^and As- 
keion, as also of Gaza, and Ashdod, met to- 
gether, and considered what was (it to be done; 
and at first they thouglit proper to send the 
ark back to its own people, as allowing that 
God had avenged its cause ; that the miseries 
they had undergone came along with it, and 
that these were sent on their cities upon its 
account, and together with it. However, there 
were those that said, they should not do so, 
nor sillier themselves to be deluded, as ascrib- 
ing the cause of their miseries to it, because 
it could not have such power and force up- ■ 
on them; for, had God had such a regard to 
it, it would not have been delivered into the 
hands of men ; so they exhorted them to be 
quiet, and to take patiently what had befallen 
them, and to suppose there was no other cause 
of it but nature, which, at certain revolutions 
of time, produces such mutations in the bodies 
of men, in the earth, in plants, and in all 
things that grow out of the eartli. But the 
counsel that prevailed over those already de- 
scribed, was that of certain men, who were 
believed to have distinguished themselves in 
former times for their understanding and pru- 
dence, and wlio, in their present circumstan- 
ces, seemed above all the rest to speak pro- 
perly. Tliese men said, it was not right either 
to send the ark away, or to retain it, but to 
dedicate five golden images, one for every 
city, a.3 a thank-oflering to God, on account of 
his having taken care of their preservation, 
and having kept tl)em alive when their lives 
were likely to be takeu away by such distem- 
pers os ' liey were not able to bear up against. 
Tlicy also would have them make five golden 
mice like to those that devoured and destroyed 
then' country,* to put them in a bag, and lay 
them u])on the ark ; to make them a new cart 
also for it, and to yoke milch kine to it;f but 
to shut up their calves, and keep them from 
them, lest, by following after them, they should 
prove a hinderance to their dams, and that 

* Snanheim inlbnns us here, that imon the coins o) 
Tenedos, and those of other cities, a field-mouse is cn 
graven, together with Apollo Smintheus, or ApaUot Vik 
driver away of field-mice^ on account of his being sup- 
posed to have freed certain tracts of ground from those 
mice; winch coins show how great a judgment such 
mice have sometimes been, and how the deliverance 
from them was then esteemed the eftbet of a divhie 

t H)wer ; which observations are highly suitable to this 
listorv. 

■f This device of th . Philistines, of having a yoke of 
kine to draw this curt. Into which they put the ark of 
the Hebrews, is ,ieally illustrated by ^nchoniatbo's 
account, under his ninth gcncr.ation, that Agrouerus, or 
Agrotes, ihahusbandman, had a much worshipped statue 
and temple, carried about by one or more yoke of oxen, 
or kine, in Flimnicia, in the neighbourhood of these 
Philistines. See Cumberland’s Sanchoniatho, p. S7 and 
5 and ilssay on the Old Testament, App. p. 17il 
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the dams might return the faster out of a de- 
sire of those calves ; then to drive these milch 
kine that carried the ark| and leave it at a 
place where three ways met, and to leave it 
to the kine to go along which of those ways 
they pleased ; that in case they went the way 
to the Hebrews, and ascended to their coun- 
try, they should suppose that the ark was the 
cause of Iheir misfortunes ; but if they turned 
into another road, they said, “ We will pursue 
after it, and conclude that it has no such force 
in it/* 

3. So they determined that these men spake 
well ; and they immediately confirmed their 
opinion by doing accordingly. And when 
they had done as has been already described, 
they brought the cart to a place where throe 
ways met, and left it there, and went their 
ways ; but the kine went the right way, and 
as if some persons had driven them, while the 
rulers of the Philistines followed after them, 
as desirous to know where they would stand 
still, and to whom they would go. Now there 
was a certain village of the tribe of Judah, 
the name of which was Betlishemesh, and to 
that village didathe kine go ; and though there 
was a great and good plain before them to 
proceed in, they went no farther, but stopped 
the cart there. This was a sight to those of 
that village, and they were very glad ; for it 
being then summer-time, and all the inhabi- 
tants being then in the fields gathering in 
their fruits, they left ofiT the labours of their 
hands for joy, as soon as they saw the ark, 
and ran to the cart, and taking the ark down, 
and the vessel that had the images in it, and 
he mice, they set them upon a certain rock 
which was in the plain ; and when they had 
oiTered a splendid sacrifice to God, and' feast- 
ed, they offered the cart and the kine as a 
burnt-offering; and when the lords of the 
Philistines saw this, they returned back. 

4. But now it was that the wrath of God 
overtook them, and struck seventy persons \ 
of the village of Bethshemesh dead, who, not 
being priests, and so not worthy to touch the 
ark, had approached to it. Those of that vil- 
lage wept for these that had thus sufi'ered, 
and made such a lamentation as was naturally 
to be expected on so great a misfortune that 
was sent from God ; and every one mourned 
for his own relation. And since they acknow . 
Icdged themselves unworthy of the ark's abode 
with them, they sent to the public senate of 
the Israelites, and informed them that the ark 
was restored by the Philistines ; which when 
they knew, they brought it away to Kirjath- 
jearim, a city in the neighbourhood of Beth- 

; These seven^ men, being not so much as Levites. 
touched the ark in a rash or profane maimer, and were 
slain by the hand of God for such their rashness and 
profaneness, according to the divine threatenings. Numb. 
IV, 15, *0; but how our other copies come to atid such 
au incredible number as fifty thousand In this one town 
or small dty. I know not. bee Dr. Wall’s Critical Notes 
on 1 Sam. vi, id 
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sbemesh. In this city lived one^Abinadab* 
by birth a Levite, and who was greatly com 
mended for his righteous and religious course 
of life ; so they brought the ark to his house, 
as to a place fit for God himself to abide in, 
since therein did inhabit a righteous man. His 
sons also ministered to the divine service at the 
ark, and were the principal curators of it for 
twenty years ; for so many years it continued 
in Kirjatbjearim, having been but four months 
with the Philistines. 


CHAPTER II. 

THE EXPEDITION OF THE PHILISTINES AGAINST 
THE HEUIIEWS, AND THE HEBREVk’S’ VICTORY 
UNDER THE CONDUCT OF SAMUEL THE PRO- 
PHET, WHO WAS THEIR GENERAL. 

§ 1. Now while the city of Kiijathjearim had 
the ark with them, the whole body of the peo- 
ple betook themselves all that time to oiler 
prayers and sacrifices to God, and appeared 
greatly concerned and zealous ^hout his wor- 
ship. So Samuel the prophet, seeing how 
ready they were to do their duty, thought this 
a proper time to speak to them, while they 
were in this good disposition, about the rcco 
very of their liberty, and of the blessings that 
accompanied the same. Accordingly he used 
such words to them as he thought were most 
likely to excite that inclination, and to per- 
suade them to attempt it : “ Oyou Israelites,’* 
said he, ** to whom the Philistines are still 
grievous enemies, but to whom God begins to 
be gracious, it behoves you not only to be de- 
sirous of liberty, but to take the proper me- 
thods to obtain it. Nor are you to be con- 
tented with an inclination to get clear of your 
lords and masters, while you still do what w'ill 
procure your continuance under them. 13e 
righteous then, and cast wickedness out of 
your souls, and by your worship supplicate 
the Divine Majesty with all your hearts, and 
persevere in the honour you pay to him ; for 
if you act thus, you will enjoy prosperity ; 
you will be freed from your slavery, and will 
get theA^ictory over your enemies: which bless- 
ings it is not possible you sliould attain, either 
by weapons of war, or by the strength of your 
bodies, or by the multitude of your assistants ; 
for God has not promised to grant these bless- 
ings by those means, but by being good and 
righteous men ; and if you will bo such, I will 
be security to you for the performance of 
God’s promises.” When Samuel had said 
tiius, the multitude applauded his discourse, 
and were pleased with his exhortation to them, 
and gave their consent to resign themselves up 
to do what was ; !..':ming to God. So Samuel 
gathered them logetheT to a certain city called 
Misp^ which, tv. the Hebrew tongue, signi* 
ller il there they drew water, and 
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poured it out to God, and fasted all day, and 
betook themselves to theif' prayers. 

2. This their assembly did not escape the 
notice of the Philistines : so when they had 
learned that so large a company had met to- 
gether, they fell upon the Hebrews with a 
great army and mighty forces, as hoping to 
assault them when they did not expect it, nor 
were prepared for it. This thing atfrighted 
Uie Hebrews, and put them into disorder and 
terror ; so they came running to Samuel, and 
said that their souls were sunk by their fears, 
and by the former defeat they had received, 
,nd ** that thence it was that we lay still, lest 
we should excite the power of our enemies 
against us. Now while thou hast brought us 
hither to offer up our prayers and sacrifices, 
and take oaths [to be obedient], our enemies 
are making an expedition against us, while 
we arc naked and unarmed ; wherefore we 
have no other hope of deliverance but that by 
thy means, and by the assistance God shall af- 
ford us upon thy prayers to him, we shall obtain 
deliverance from the Philistines.” Hereupon 
Siimuel bade them be of good cheer, and pro- 
mised them that God wouh* assist them ; and 
taking a sucking lamb, he sacrificed it for tlie 
multitude, and besought God to hold his pro- 
tecting hand over them when they should fight 
with the Philistines, and not to overlook them, 
nor suffer them to come under a second mis* 
fortune. Accordingly God hearkened to hi!> 
prayers, and accepting their sacrifice with a 
gracious intention, and such as was disposed 
to assist them, he granted them victory and 
power over their enemies. Now while the 
altar had the sacrifice of God upon it, and had 
not yet consumed it wholly by its sacred fire, 
the enemy’s army marched out of their camp, 
and was put in order of buttle, and this in 
hope that they should be conquerors, since the 
Jews * were caught in distressed circumstan- 
ces, as neither having their weapons with them, 
nor being assembled there in order to fight. 
But things so fell out, that they would hardly 
have been credited though they had been fore- 
told by any body j for, in the first place, God 
disturbed their enemies with an earthquake, 
and moved the ground under them to such a 
degree, that he caused it to tremble, and made 
them to shake, insomuch that by its trembling, 
he made some unable to keep their feet, and 
made them fall down, and, by opening its 
chasms, he caused that others should be hur- 
ried down into them ; after which be caused 
such a noise of thunder to come among them, 
and made fiery lightning shine so terribly 
round about them, that it was ready to burn 
their faces ; and he so suddenly shook their 
weapons out of their hands, that he made 
them fly and return home naked. So Samuel 

* This U the first place, so far as 1 xeniember, In these 
Antiquities, where Jiosephus begins to oeU his nation 
Jews, he having hitherto usually, if not (xmstantly, call* 
ed thorn either Hebrews or lrsaelitet» The second pls®^ 
soon follows, see also eh. iii, sect. 4k 
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with tlie multitude pursued them to Bethcar, 
a place so called ; and there he set up a stone 
as a boundary of their victory and their ene- 
mies’ flight, and called it the Stone Power, 
as a signal of that power God had given them 
against their enemies, 

S. So the Philistines, after this stroke, made 
no more expeditions against the Israelites, but 
lay still out of fear, and out of remembrance 
of what had befallen them : and wiiat courage 
the Philistines had formerly against the He- 
brews, that, after this victory, was transferred 
to the Hebrews. Samuel also made an expe- 
dition against the Philistines, and slew many 
of them, and entirely humbled their proud 
hearts, and took from them that country, 
which, when they were formerly conquerors 
in battle, they had cut off from the Jews, 
which was the country that extended from the 
borders of Gath to the city of Ekrou : but the 
remains of the Canaanites were at this time 
in friendship with the Israelites. 


CHAPTEll III, 

HOW SAMUEL, WHEN HE WAS SO INFIRM WITH 
OLD AGE THAT HE COULD NOT TAKE CARE 
OF THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS, INTRUSTED THEM 
TO HIS SONS; AND HOW, UPON THE EVIL 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT BV 
THEM, THE MULTITUDE WERE SO ANGRY, 
THAT THEY REQUIRED TO HAVE A KING TO 
ttOVKRN THEM, ALTHOUGH SAMUEL WAS 
.lUCII DISPLEASED THEREAT. 

§ 1. But Samuel the prophet, when he had 
ordered the affairs of the people after a con- 
venient manner, and had appointed a city for 
every district of them, ho commanded them to 
come to such cities, to luive the controversies 
that tli 'y had one with another determined in 
them, he himself going over those cities twice 
in a year, and doing them justice; and by 
that means he kept them in very good order 
for a long time. 

2. But afterw'ards he found himself op- 
pressr^d with old age, and not able to do what 
he used to do, so he committed the govern- 
ment and the care of the multitude to bis sons, 
— the elder of whom was called Joel, and the 
name of the );ounger was Abiah. He also 
enjoined them to reside and judge tlie people, 
the one at the city of Bethel, and the other at 
Beersheba, and divided the people into dis- 
tricts that should be under the jurisdiction of 
each of them. Now these men afford us an 
evident example and demonstration how some 
children are not of the like dispositions with 
their parents ; but sometimes perhaps good 
and moderate, though horn of wicked parents ; 
and sometimes showing themselves to be wick- 
ed, though born of good ^rents ; for these 
men turning aside from their father's good 


courses, and taking a course that was contrary 
to them, perverted justice for the filthy lucre 
of gifts and bribes, and made their determin- 
ations not according to truth, but according 
to bribery, and turned aside to luxury, and a 
costly way of living; so that as, in the first 
place, they practised what was contrary to the 
will of God, so did they, in the second place, 
what was contrary to the will of the prophet 
their father, who had taken a great deal of 
care, and made a very careful provision that 
the multitude should be righteous. 

3. But the people, upon these injuries 
offered to their former constitution and go- 
vernment by the prophet’s sons, were very un- 
easy at their actions, and came running to tlie 
prophet who then lived at the city Ramah, 
and infoimed him of the transgressions of his 
ions ; and said That, as he was himself oldal* 
ready, and too infirm by that age of his to over- 
see their affairs in the manner he used to do, 
so they begged of him, and entreated him, to 
appoint some person to be king over them, 
who might rule over the nation, end avenge 
them of the Philistines, who ought to bo punish- 
ed for tlieir former oppressions. These words 
greatly afflicted Samuel, on account of his in- 
nate love of justice, and his hatred to kiogly 
government, for he was very fond of an aris- 
tocracy, as what made the men that used it of 
a divine and happy disposition ; nor could ho 
either think of eating or sleeping, out of his 
concern and torment of mind at what they had 
said, but all the night long did he continue 
awake and revolved these notions in his mind. 

4. While he was thus disposed, God ap- 
peared to him, and comforted him, saying, 
That he ought not to be uneasy at what the 
multitude desired, because it was not he, but 
Himself whom they so insolently despised, and 
would not have to he alone their king : that 
they had been contriving these things from 
the very day that they came out of Egypt ; 
that however in no long time they would sorely 
repent of what they did, which repentance yet 
could not undo what was thus done for fu- 
turity ; that they would be sufficiently rebuked 
for their contempt, and the ungrateful con- 
duct tlicy have used towards me, and towards 
tliy prophetic office. “ So I command thee 
to ordain them such a one as 1 shall name be- 
forehand to be their king, when thou hast first’ 
described what mischiefs kingly government 
will bring upon them, and openly testified 
before them into what a great change of affairs 
they are hasting.** 

5. When Samuel had heard this, he called 
the Jews early in the morning, and confessed 
to them that he was to ordain them a king ; 
but he said that he was first to describe to 
tliem what would follow, what treatment thev 
would receive from their kings, and with how 
many mischiefs they must struggle. “ For 
know ye,** said he, ** that, in the first place, 
they will take your sons away from you, and 
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they will command some of them to be driv- 
ers of their chariots, and some to be their 
horsemen, and the guards of tlieir body, and 
others of them to be runners before them, and 
captains of tliousands, and captains of hun- 
dreds; they will also make them their artific- 
ers, makers of armour, and of chariots, and of 
instruments ; they will make them their hus- 
bandmen also and the curators of their own 
fields, and the diggers of their own vineyards ; 
nor will there be any thing which they will 
not do at their commands, as if they wore 
slaves bought wdth money. They will also 
appoint your daughters to be confectioners, 
and cooks, and bakers ; and these will be o~ 
bliged to do all sorts of work which women 
slaves that arc in fear of stripes and torments 
submit to. They will, liesides this, take a- 
way your possessions, and bestow them upon 
their eunuchs, and the guards of their bodies, 
and will give the herds of your cattle to their 
own servants ; and to say briefly all at once, 
you, and all that is yours, will be servants to 
your king, and will become no way superior 
to his slaves ; and when you suffer thus, you 
will thereby be put in mind/jf what I now 
say ; and when you repent of what you have 
done, you will beseech God to have mercy 
upon you, and to grant you a quick deliver* 
ance from your kings; but be will not ac- | 
cept your prayers, but will neglect you, and ! 
permit you to suflbr the punishment your evil 
conduct has deserved.’* 

6. But the multitude was still so foolish as 
to be deaf to these predictions of what would 
befal them ; and too peevish to suffer a de- 
termination which they had injudiciously once 
made, to be taken out of their mind ; for they 
could not be turned from their purpose, nor 
did they regard the words of Samuel, but per- 
emptorily insisted on their resolution, and de- 
sired him to ordain them a king immediately, 
and not to trouble himself with fears of what 
would happen hereafter, for that it was ne- 
cessary they should have with them one to 
fight their battles, and to avenge them of their 
enemie.s, and that it was no way absurd, when 
their neighbours were under kingly govern- 
ment, that they should have the same form of 
government also. So when Samuel saw that 
what he had said had not diverted them from 
their purpose, but that they continued reso- 
lute, he said, ♦* Go you every one home for 
the present; when it is fit I will send for 
you, as soon as J shall have learned from 
God who it » that he will give you for your 
king.” 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE APPOINTMENT OF A KING OVER THE IS- 
RAELITES, WHOSE NAME WAS SAUL; AND 
THIS BY THE COMMAND OF GOD. 

§ 1 . There was one of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a man of a good family, and of a virtuous dis 
position: his name was Kish. He had a 
son, a young man of a comely countenance, 
and of a tall body, but his understanding and 
his mind were preferable to what was visible 
in him : they called him Saul. Now this 
Kish had some fine she-asscs that were wan- 
dered out of the pasture wherein they fed, for 
he was more delighted with these than with 
any other cattle he had, so he sent out hi.s 
son, and one servant with him, to search for 
the beasts ; but when he had gone over his 
own tribe in search after the asses, he went 
to other tribes; and when he found them not 
there neither, he determined to go his way 
liome, lest he should occasion any concern to 
lis father about himself ; but when his ser- 
vant that followed him told him as they were 
near llie city of Uamah, that there was a true 
prophet in that city, and advised him to go to 
him, for that by him they should know the 
upshot of the affair of their asses, he replied, 
That if they should go to him, they had no- 
thing to give him as n reward for his pro- 
phecy, for their subsistence-money was spent. 
The servant answered, that he had still the 
fourth part of a shekel, and he would present 
him w'ith that ; for they w ere mistaken out of 
ignorance, as not knowing that the prophet 
; received no such rew’ard. * So they went tc 
' him ; and w’hen they were before the gates, 

I they lit upon certain maidens that were go- 
i ing to fetch water ; and they asked them 
which was the prophet’s house. They show- 
ed them which it w'as; and bid them make 
baste before he sat down to supper, for he had 
invited many guests to a feast, and that he 
used to sit down before those tliat W'ere invit- 
ed. Now Samuel had then gathered many 
together to feast with him on this very ac- 
count ; for while he every day prayed to God 
to tell him beforehand whom he would make 
king, he had informed him of this man the 
day before, for that he would send him a cer- 
tain young man out of the tribe of Benjamin 
about this hour of the day ; and he sat on the 
top of the house in expectation of that time’s 
being come. And when the time w’as com- 
pleted, be came down and went to supper ; 
so he met with Saul, and God discovered to 
him that this was he who should rule over 
them. Then Saul went uj> to Samuel atid 

* Of this great mistake of Saul and bis servant, as It 
a true prophet of Go<l would accent of a gift or present, 
for foretelling what was desired of Wm, see the note on 
h. iv. ch. vi. sect. 5- 
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saluted him| and desired him to inform him 
which was the prophet's house ; fur he said 
he was a stranger and did not know it. When 
Samuel had told him that he himself was tlie 
person, he led him in to supper, and assured 
him that the asses were found which he had been 
to seek, and that the greatest of good things 
were assured to him : he replied, ** I am too 
inconsiderable to hope for any such thing, and 
of a tribe too small to have kings made out of 
it, and of a family smaller than several other 
families ; but thou tellest me this in jest, and 
makest me an object of laughter, when thou 
discoursest with me of greater matters than 
what I stand in need of.” However, the 
prophet led him in to the feast, and made him 
sit down, him and his servant that followed 
him, above the other guests that were invited, 
which were seventy in number;* and he gave 
orders to the servants to set the royal portion 
before Saul. And when the time of going to 
bed was come, the rest rose up, and every 
one of them went home ; but Saul staid with 
the prophet, he and his servant, and slept w'ith 
!iim. I 

2. Now as soon as it was day, Samuel raised 
up Saul out of his bed, and conducted him 
homeward ; and wWn he was out of the citv, 
ho desired him to cause his servant to go be- 
fore, but to stay behind himself, for that he 
had somewhat to say to him, when nobody else 
was present. Accordingly, Saul sent away 
his servant that followed him ; then did the 
prophet take a vessel of oil, and poured it 
upon the head of the young man, and kissed 
him, and scid, Be tliou a king, by the ordin- 
ation of God, against the Philistines, and for 
avenging the Hebrews for what they have 
su tiered by them ; of this thou shalt have a 
sign, which I would have thee take notice of ; ■ 
— As soon as thou art departed hence, thou 
wilt find three men upon the road, going to 
worsiiip- God at Bethel ; the first of whom 
thou wilt see carrying three loaves of bread, 
the second carrying a kid of the goats, and the 
third will follow them carrying a bottle of 
wine. These three men will salute thee, and 
speak kindly to thee, and will give thee two of 
their > oaves, which thou shalt accept of. And 
thence thou shalt come to a place called JRa- 
clieVs Monumentf w’hero thou shalt meet witli 
those that will tell thee thy asses are found ; 
after this, w he^j thou comest to Gabatha, thou 
shalt overtake a company of prophets, and thou 


sees thee shall be astonished, and wonder, and 
say, Whence is It that the son of Kish has ar« 
rived at this degree of happiness ? And when 
these signs have happened to thee, know that 
God is with thee ; then do thou salute thy 
father and thy kindred. Thou shalt also come 
when I send for thee to Gilgal, that we may 
offer thank-offerings to God for these bless- 
ings.” When Samuel had said this, and fore- 
told these things, he sent tiie young man away. 
Now all things fell out to i^ul according to 
the prophecy of Samuel. 

B. But as soon as Saul came into the house 
of his kinsman Abner, whom indeed he loved 
better than the rest of his relations, he was 
asked by him concerning his journey, and w hat 
accidents happened to him therein; and he 
concealed none of the other things from him, 
no, not his coming to Samuel the prophet, nor 
how he told him the asses were found ; but he 
said nothing to him about tlie kingdom, and 
what belonged thereto, which bethought would 
procure him envy, and when such things are 
heard, they are not easily believed ; nor did ho 
think it prudent to tell those things to him, al- 
though he appeared very friendly to him, and 
one whom he loved above the rest of his re- 
lations, considering, 1 suppose, what human 
nature really is, that no one is a firm friend 
neither among our intimates nor of our kind- 
red ; nor do they preserve that kind disposi- 
tion when God advances men to great pros- 
perity, but they are still ill-natured and en- 
vibus at those that are in eminent stations. 

4. Then Samuel called the people together 
to tlie city Mizpeh, and spake to them in the 
words following, which he said he was to speak 
by the command of God -That^hen he had 
;rantcd tliem a state of liberty, and brough 
their enemies into subjection, they were be- 
come unmindful of bis benefits, and rejected 
God that lie should not be their king, as not 
considering that it w'ould be most for their ad- 
vantage to be presided over by the best of be- 
ings, for God is the best of beings, and they 
chose to have a man for tlieir king, w hile kings 
will use Uieir subjects as beasts, according to 
the violence of their own wills and inclinations, 
and oilier passions, as wholly carried aw'ay with 
the lust x>f power, but will not endeavour so to 
preserve the race of mankind as his own work- 
manship and creation, wliich, for that very 
reason, God wotild take care of. ** But since 
you have come to a fixed resolution, and this 


shalt be siezed with the divine spirit,! and 
prophesy along with them, till every one that 

♦ It sceirs to me not improbable that theve iseventy 
Ruesta of Samuel, as here, with himself at the head of 
them, were a Jewish sanheiirim, anil that hereby Sam- 
jiel intimated to Saul that these seventy-one were to be 
nis constant counsdlois, and that he was to act not like 
a sole monarch, but with the advice and direction of 
these sevonty-one inembcn) of that Jewisli sanhedrim 
upon all oocuisions, vbich yet we never read that he 
consulted afterward, 

An instance of this divine fury we have after this in 
; T Sam. xi. 6. See the like, 
*udjjes ill. 10, Vi. 34, xi. 29, xiii. 2.5, ana xiv. 6. 


injurious treatment of God has quite prevailed 
over you, dispose yourselves by your tribes and 
sceptres, and cast lots.” 

5. When the Hebrews had so done, the lot 
fell upon the tribe of Benjamin j and when 
tiie lot was cast for the famiUes of this tribe, 
that which was called Matti was taken ; and 
when the lot was cast for the single persons of 
that family, Saul, the son of Kish, was taken 
for their king. When the young man knew 
this# he prevented [tlieir sending for him^» 
Tj 
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and immediately went away and hid himself. 
I suppose that it was because he would not 
have it thought that he willingly took the go> 
^eminent upon him ; nay, he showed such a 
degree of command over himself, and of mo- 
desty, that while the greatest part are not 
able to contain their joy, even in the gaining 
of small advantages, but presently show them- 
selves publicly to all men, this man did not 
only show nothing of that nature, when he 
W’as appointed to be the lord of so many and 
so great tribes, but crept away and concealed 
himself out of the sight of those he w'as to 
reign over, and made them seek him, and that 
with a good deal of trouble. So when the 
people were at a loss, and solicitous, because 
Saul disappeared, the prophet besought God 
to show where the young man was, and to 
produce him before them. So w'heii they had 
learned of God the place where Saul was 
hidden, they sent men to bring him ; and 
when he was come, they set him in the midst 
of the multitude. Now be was taller tluui 
any of them, and his stature was very majes- 
tic. 

6. Then said the prophet, “ God gives you 
this man to be your king : see how he is 
higher than any of the people, and worthy of 
this dominion.” So a.j soon as the people 
had made acclamation, God mve the A7ug, the 
prophet wrote down what would come to pass 
in a book, and rct^d it in the hearing of the 
king, and laid up the book in the tabernacle 
of God, to be a witness to future generations 
of what he had foretold. So when Samuel 
had finished this matter, he dismissed the mul- 
titude, atiU came himself to the city Itamah, 
for it was Ws own country. Saul also went 
away to Giheah, where he was horn ; and 
many good men there were who paid him the 
respect that was due to him ; but the greater 
part were ill men, who despised him and de- 
rided the others, who neither did bring him 
presents, nor did they in affection, or even in 
words, regard to please him. 


CHAPTER V. 

SAUL’S EXPEDITION AGAINST THE NATION OF 
THE AMMONITES, AND VICTORY OVER THEM, 
AND THE SPOILS HE TOOK FROM THEM. 

§ 1. After one nmnth, the war which Saul 

had with Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, 
obtained him respect from all the people ; for 
this Nahash had done a great deal of mischief 
to the Jews that lived beyond Jordan by the! 
expedition he had made against them with a ’ 
great and war' army. He also reduced 
tJieir cities into slavery, and that not only by 
subduing thsm for the present, which ho did i 
And violence, but by weakening them 


. by subtilty and cunning, that they might not 
be able afterward to get clear of the slavery 
I they were under to him : for be put out the 
right eyes * of those that either delivered 
I themselves to him upon terms, or were taken 
! by him in w'ur ; and this he did, that when 
I their left eyes were covered by their shields, 

' they might be wdiolly useless in war. Now 
when the king of the Ammonites had served 
those beyond Jordan in this manner, he led 
his army against those that were called GUemd- 
iles; and having pitched his camp at the me- 
tropolis of Ills enemies, which was the city ol 
jabesh, he sent ambassadors to them, com- 
manding them either to deliver themselves up, 
on condition to have their right eyes plucked 
out, or to undergo a siege, and to have their 
cities overlhrowm. He gave them their choice, 
Whether they would cut off a small member 
of their body, or universally perish. — How'- 
ever, the Gileadites w'ere so affrighted at these 
offers, that they had not courage to say any 
thing to eitlier of them, neither that they 
would deliver themselves up, nor that they 
would fight him ; but they desired that he 
would give them seven days respite, that they 
might send ambassadors to their countrymen, 
and entreat their assistance; and if they came 
to assist them they would fight ; but if that 
assistance were impossible to be obtained 
from them, they said they would deliver 
themselves up to aufier whatever he pleased 
to inflict upon them. 

2. So Nahash, contemning the multitude of 
the Gileadites and the answ'cr they gave, al- 
lowed them a respite, and gave them leave to 
send to w'homsoever they pleased for assis- 
tance. So they immediately sent to the Is- 
I raelites, city by city, and informed them wliat 
Nahash had thrccatened to do to them, and 
what great distress they w'cre in. Now the 
people fell into tears and grief at the hearing 
1 of what the ambassadors from Jabesh said ; 
and the terror they w'erein permitted them to 
do nothing more ; but when the messengers 
were come to the city of king Saul, and de- 
clared the dangers in which the inhabitants of 
Jabesh were, the people were in the same af- 
fliction as those in the other cities, for tliey la- 
mented the calamity of those related to them ; 
and when Saul was returned from his hus- 
bandry into the city, he found his fellow-citi- 
zens w'cepfng; and when, ugon inquiry, he 
liadJearned the cause of the confusion and 
sadness they were in, he was seized wdth a 
divine fury, and sent away the ambassadors 
from the inliabitants of Jabesh, and promised 
them to come to their assistance on the third 
day, and to beat their enemies before sun-ris« 
ing, that the sun upon its rising might see 
tiiat they had already conquered, and were 

• Take here Thcodoret’s note, citetl by Dr. Hudse^u 
—§ ** He that exposes his shield to the enemy with hi* 
left hand, thereby hides his left eye, and looks at Uifl 
enemy with his ri^ht eye : he therefore that pludt* 
that eve# makes men iiscletu in war.** 
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♦reed from the fears they were under ; but he 
bid some of them stay to conduct tliem the 
right way to Jabesh. 

3. So being desirous to f-\rn the people to 
this war against the Ammonites by fear of the 
losses they should otherwise undergo, and 
that tliey might tlie more suddenly be gather- 
ed together, he cut the sinews of his oxen, 
and threatened to do the same to all such as did 
not come with their armour to Jordan the next 
day, and follow liim and Samuel the prophet 
whithersoever they should lead them. So they 
came together, out of fear of the losses they 
were tlireatencd with, at the appointed time ; 
and the multitude were numbered at the city 
Bezek ; and ho found the number of those 
that were gathered together, besides that of 
the tribe of Judah, to bo seven hundred thou- 
sand, while those of that tribe were seventy 
thousand, fc o he passed over Jordan and pro- 
ceeded in marching all that night, thirty fur- 
longs, and came to Jabesh before sun-rising. 
So he divided the army into three companies; 
and fell upon their enemies on every side on 
the sudden, and when they expected no such 
thing ; and joining battle with them, they slew 
a great many of the Ammonites, as also their 
king Nahash. This glorious action was done 
by Saul, and was related with great commen- 
dation of him to all the Helirews ; and he 
thence gained a wonderful reputation for hi: 
valour ; for although there were some of them 
that contemned liim before, they now changed 
their minds, and honoured him, and esteemed 
him as tlic best of men *. for he did not con- 
tent liiraself with having saved the inhabitants 
r»f Jabesh only, but he made an expedition in- 
to the country of the Ammonites, and laid it 
all waste, and took a large prey, and so re- 
turned to his own country most gloriously: 
so the people were greatly pleased at these ex- 
cellent performances of Saul, and rejoiced thai 
they hat? constituted him tlicir king. The; 
also made a clamour against those that pre- 
tended he would be of no advantage to thei: 
alVairs ; anti they said, Where now are thes< 
mcMi ? — let them be brought to putiishment. 
with all the like things that multitudes usual- 
ly say when they are elevated with prosperit> 
against those that lately had despised the au- 
thors of it ; but Saul, although he took th. 
good-will and the atfectiqp of these men ver 
kindly, yet did, he swear that he would no 
see any of his countrymen slain that day 
since it was absurd to mix this victory, whicl: 
God had given them, with the blood an 
slaughter of those that were of the same Uneag« 
with themselves ; and that it was more agree 
able to be men of a friendly disposition, am 
so to betake thtMuselves to feasting. 

4. And when Samuel had told them thai 
he ought to confirm the kingdom to Saul b 
a second ordination of him, they all came ta 
gether to the city of Gilgal, for thither did 
command them to come. So the prophet a- 


ointed Saul with the holy oil in the signt of 
lie multitude, and declared him to be king 
;he second time ; and so the government of 
‘ le Hebrews was changed into a regal govern- 
nent ; for in the days of Moses and his dis- 
:iple Joshua, who was their general, they 
ontinued under an aristocracy ; but after the 
[eath of Joshua, for eighteen years in all, the 
nultilude had no settled form of government, 
lit were in an anarchy ; after which they re- 
urned to their former government, they then 
•ermitting themselves to be judged by him 
vlio appeared to be the best warrior and most 
ourageous, whence it was that they called 
lis interval of their government the Judges, 

5. Then did Samuel the prophet call ano- 
her assembly also, and said to them, “ I so- 
emnly adjure you by God Almighty, who 
rought those excellent brethren, I mean Mo- 
L's and Aaron, into the world, and delivered 
■ur fathers from the Egyptians, and from the 
Javery they endured under them, that you 
will not speak what you say to gratify me, 
tior suppress any thing out of fear uf me, nor 
le overborne by any other passion, but say, 
What have I ever done tliat was cruel or un- 
ust? or what have I done out of lucre or 
covetousness, or*to gratify others ? Bear wit- 
ness against me, if I have taken an ox or a 
sheep, or any siich thing, wliich yet when they 
are taken to support men, it is esteemed blame- 
ess ; or have 1 taken an ass for mine own use 
of any one to his grief? — lay some one such 
crime to my charge, now wc are in your 
ing’s presence.’* But they cried out, that 
no such thing had been done by him, but 
that he had presided over the nation after a 
holy and righteous manner. 

6, Hereupon Samuel, when such a testi- 
mony had been given him by them all, said, 

‘ Since you grant that you are not able to lay 
any ill thing to my charge hitherto, come on 
now, and do you hearken while I speak with 
great freedom to you. You have been guilt) 
of great impiety against God, in asking you 
a king. It behoves you to remember, that 
our grandfather Jacob came down into Egypt, 
by reason of a famine, with seventy souls only 
of our family, and that their posterity multi- 
plied there to many ten thousands, whom the 
Egyptians brought into slavery and hard op- 
pression; that God himself, upon the prayers 
of our fathers, Sent INIoses and Aaron, who 
were brethren, and gave them power to deli- 
ver til'* multitude out of their distress, and 
thuja ivithout a king. These brought us into 
this very land which you now possess; and 
when you enjoyed these advantages from God, 
you betrayed his worship and rel^ion ; nay, 
moreover, when you were brought under the 
hands of your enemies, he delivered you, fir^t 
by rendering you superior to the Assyrians 
and their forces, he then made you to over- 
come the Ammonites and the Moabites, and 
last of all the Philistines ; and these^ things 
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have been achieved under the conduct of| the Jews, and taken their weapons away, and 
Jfephtha and Gideon. What madness there- had put garrisons into the strongest places of 
fore possessed you to fly from God, and to the country, and had forbidden them to carry 
desire to be under a king? — yet have I or- any instrument of iron, or at all to make use 
dained him for king whom he chose for you. of any iron in any case whatsoever ; and on 
However, that 1 may make it plain to you account of this prohibition it was that tlie hus- 
that God is angry and displeased at your bandinen, if they had occasion to sharpen any 
thoice of kingly government, I will so dispose of their tools, whether it were the coulter or 
him that he shall declare this very plainly to the spade, or any instrument of husbandry, 
you by strange signals ; for what none of you they came to the Philistines to do it. Now 
ever saw here before, I mean a winter storm as soon as the Philistines heard of this slaugh 


in the midst of harvest,* I will entreat of God, 
and will make it visible to you.” Now, as 
soon as he had said this, God gave such great 
signals by thunder and lightning, and the 
descent of hail, as attested the truth of all 
that the prophet had said, insomuch that they 
were amazed and terrified, and confessed they 
had sinned, and had fallen into that sin through 
ignorance ; and besought the prophet, as one 
that w’as a tender and gentle fatlier to them, 
to render God so merciful as to forgive this 
their sin, which they had added to those other 
offences whereby they had affVonted him and 
transgressed against him. So he promised 
tbem that he would beseech God, and per- 
suadehim to forgive them these their sins. How- 
ever, he advised them to be righteous, and to 
be good, and ever to remember the miseries 
that bad befallen them on account of their 
departure from virtue : as also to remember 
the strange signs God had shown them, and 
the body of laws that Moses had given them, 
if they had any desire of being preserved and 
made happy with their king; but he said, that 
if they should grow careless of these things, 
great judgments w ould come from God upon 
iliem, and upon their king: and when Sam- 
uel had thus prophesied to the Hebrews, he 
dismissed thoin to their own homes, having 
coiiiirmed the kingdom to Saul the second 


CHAPTER VI. 

HOW THE PHILISTINES MADE ANOTHER EXPE- 
DITION AGAINST THE HEBREWS, AND WERE 
BEATEN. 

§ 1. Now Saul chose out of the multitude 
about three thousand men, and he took two 
thousand of them to be the guards of his own 
body, and abode in the city Bethel, but be 
gave the rest of thorn to Jonathan his son,ito 
be the guards of his , body ; and sent him to 
Gibeah, where he besieged and took a certain 
garrison of the Philistines, not far from Gil- 
gal; for the Philistines of Giheah had beaten 

• Mr. Reland ’^•^,•■1 ^ cs here, atul proves elsewhere in 
his note on Antiq. ; ia. eh. i. sect. 6, that although 
thunder and lighting with u$ usually happem in sum- 
mer, yet In Pilesrinc and Syria they are chiefly con- 
ttned to winter. Josephus takes notice of the same ! 
tiling ageln,>Viu, b. iv, ch. iv sect. 6. i 


ter of their garrison, they were in a rage about 
it, and, looking on this contempt as a terrible 
affront offered them, they made war against 
the Jew's, with three hundred thousand foot- 
men, and thirty thousand chariots, and six 
thousand horses; and they pitched their camp 
at the city Michmash. When Saul, the king 
of the Hebrews, was informed of this, he went 
down to the city Gilgal, and made proclama- 
tion over all the country, that they should try 
to regain their liberty ; and called them to 
the war against the Philistines, diminishing 
their forces and despising them as not very 
considerabh and as not so great hut they 
might hazard a battle with them. But when 
the people about Saul observed how numerous 
the Philistines were, they were under a great 
consternation ; and some of them hid them- 
selves in caves, and in dens under ground, 
but the greater part fled into the land beyond 
Jordan, which belonged to Gad and Reuben. 

2. But Saul s9nt to the prophet, and called 
him to consult with him about the war and 
the public affairs; so he commanded him to 
stay there fur him, and to prepare sacrifices, 
for he would come to him within seven days, 
that they might offer sacrifices on the seventh 
day, and might then join battle with their 
enemies. So he waitcd,f as the prophet sent 

t Saul seems to h.ave staid till near the time of the 
evening sacritUe, on the seventh day, which tSamuel the 
prophet of God had appointed him, but not till the end 
of that day; as he ougnt to have done ; and Samuel ap- 
j)ears, by delaying to come till the full time of ihe even- 
ing sacriflee on that seventh ilay, to have tried liim (who 
seems to have been already for some time declining 
from his strict and bounden subordination to God and 
his prophef ; to have taken life-guards for himself and 
|4iis son, which was entirely a new thing in Israel, and 
savoured of a distrust of God’s providence; and to have 
affected more than he ought, that independent autho- 
rity which the pagan kings took to themselves) ; iSa 
inuel, I say, seems to have here tried Saul, whether he 
would stay till the priest came, who alone could law- 
fully offbr the sacrifices, nor would boldly and profanely 
usurp the priest’s office; which he venturing uixni, was 
justly rejectttl for his profaneness, <€ee Anost. Constit. 
b. ii, ch. xxvii. And, indeed, since Saul nad accepted 
kingly power, which naturally becomes ungovernable 
and tyrannical, as God foretold, and the experience of 
all ages has shown, the divine settlement by Moses had 
soon been laid aside under the kings, had not Go<l, by 
keeping strictly to his laws, and severely executing the 
threalenings therein contained, restrainea Saul and other 
kings in some degree of obedience to himself; nor was 
even this severity sufficient to restrain most of the fu- 
ture kii^ of Israel and Judah from the {grossest idolsr 
Cry and impiety. Of the advantage of which strictness, 
in Uie observing divine laws, andinflieting their threat- 
ened penalties, see Antiq. b. vi, chap, xii, sect. 7i and 
Against Apioii, b. ii, sect 30, where Josephus speaks of 

that matter; though it must be noted that it seems, at 

least in three instances, that good men did not always 
immediately approve of such divine severity. There 
seems to be one Instance, 1 Sain, vi, 19, 20 ; another 



CUAl\ VI. 


ANTIQUITIES 

ro him to do ; yet did not lie, however, observe 
the command that was given him, but when 
he saw that the prophet tarried longer than he 
expected, and that he was deserted by the sol- 
diers, he took the sacrifices and offered them; 
and when he heard that Samuel was come, he 
went out to meet him. But the prophet said 
he had not done well in disobeying the injunc- 
tions he had sent to him, and had not staid 
till his coming, which being appointed accord- 
ing to the will of God, he had prevented him 
in offering up those prayers and those sacrifi- 
ces that he should have made for the multi- 
tude, and that he therefore had performed 
divine offices in an ill manner, and had been 
rash in performing them. Hereupon Saul 
made an apology for himself, and said that he 
had waited as many days as Samuel had ap- 
pointed him ; that he had been so quick in of- 
fering bis sacrifices, upon account of the ne- 
cessity he was in, and because bis soldiers were 
departing from him, out of their fear of the 
enemy's camp at Miclimash, the report being 
gone abroad tliat they were coming down uji- 
on him to Gilgal. To which Samuel replied, 

“ Nay, certainly, if thou liadst been a right- 
eous man,* and hadst not disobeyed me, nui 
slighted the < uls which God suggested 

to me concerning the present state of affair!: 
and hadst not acted more hastily than the pre- 
sent circumstances required, tliou wouldst have 
been permitted to reign a long time, and thy 
posterity after thee.” So Sai^cl, being griev- 
ed at what happened, returned home ; but 
Saul came to the city Gibeah, with his son 
Jonathan, having only six hundred men with 
I im ; and of these the greater part had no 
weapons, because of the scarcity of h-on in 
that country, as well as of those that could 
make such weapons : for, as we showed a little 
before, the Philistines had not suffered them 
to iiave such iron or such workmen. Now 
ilic Philistines divided their army into three 
companies, and took ns many roads, and laid 
waste the tjunlry of the Hebrews, while king 
Saul and his son Jonathan saw what was done, 
but were not able to defend the land, having 

1 Saul. XV, 1 1 ; and a tinid, 2 Sam. v], 8, 9 ; Antiq. b- 
vi, c)i. vli, s('ct. 2; though they all at last, actiuiescec’ 
in the divine conduct, as knowing that God is wisei 
than men. 

* By this answer of Samuel, and that from a divine 
commission, wJiich is fuller in 1 Sam. xiii, 14; and b) 
that parallel note in the Apostolical Constitutions just 
now quoted, concerning lha great wickedness of Saul in 
venturing, even under a seeming necessity of ailUirs, tc 
usurp the priest’s office, and offer sacrifice without the 
priest, we arc in some d^rce able to answer that ques- 
tion which I have ever thought a very hard one, viz. 
Whether, if there were a city or country of lay Christ- 
ians without any clergyman, it were lawful for the laity 
alone to baptize, or celebrate the euclmrist, &c. or in- 
deed whether they alone could ordain themselves eitbei 
hishops, priests, or deacons, for the due performance ol 
such sacerdotal minibcrations ; or whether they ought 
not rather, till they procure clergymen to come among 
them, to confine themselves wntnin those bounds of 
piety and Christianity which belong alone to the laity; 
particularly as are recommcnitcd in the first book 
AiKJstolical (.Constitutions, which peculiarly con- 
cem Uie laity, and are intimateil in Clement’s undoubt* 
*’d epistle, sect 40, To which latter opinion I incline 


OF THE JEWS. 161 

no more than six hundred men with them; 
but as he, and his son, and Abiah the high, 
priest, who was of the posterity of Eli the 
liigh-priest, were sitting upon a pretty high 
lill, and seeing the land laid waste, they were 
fiightily disturbed at it. Now' Saul's son 
agreed with his armour-bearer, that they would 
;o privately to the enemy’s camp, and make 
tumult and a disturbance among them ; and 
when the armour-bearer bad readily promised 
:o follow him whithersoever he should lead 
dm, though he should be obliged to die in 
:hc attempt, Jonathan made use of the young 
nan’s assistance, and descended from the hill, 
md went to their enemies. Now the enemy V- 
ainp was upon a precipice which had three; 
ops, that ended in a small but sharp and long 
xtremity, while there was a rock that sur- 
rounded them, like lines made to prevent the 
ittacks pf an enemy. There it so happened, 
hat the out-guards of the camp were neglect- 
ed, because of the security that here arose 
roni the situation of the place, and because 
they thought it altogether impossible, not oii- 
y to ascend up to the camp on that quarter, 
mt so much as to come near it. As soon, 
herefore, as they came to the camp, Jonathan 
encouraged his armour-bearer, and said to 
Idm, “ Let us attack our enemies ; and if, 
when they see us, they bid us come up to 
them, take that for a signal of victory; but if 
they say nothing, as not intending to invite 
us to come up, let us return back again.” So 
when they were approaching to the enomy*8 
camp, just after break of day, and the Philis- 
tines saw them, they said one to another, 

“ The Hebrews come out of their dens and 
caves and they said to Jonathan and to his 
armour-bearer, “ Come on, ascend up to us, 
that we may inflict a just punishment upon 
you, for your rash attempt upon us.” So 
Saul’s son accepted of that invitation, as what 
signified to him victory, and he immediately 
came out of the place whence tliey were seen 
by their enemies ; so he changed his place, 
and came to the rock which had none to guard 
it, because of its owp strength ; from tlience 
they crept up with great labour and difficulty, 
and so far overcame by force the nature of 
the place till they were able to fight with their 
enemies. So they fell upon them as they w ere 
asleep, and slew ubunt twenty of them, and 
thereby filled them with disorder and surprise, 
insomuch tliat some of them throw aw'ay their 
entire armour and fled ; but the greaU^st part, 
not knowing one another, because they were 
ot diflerent nations, suspected one another to 
be enemies (for they did not imagine there 
were only two of the Hebrews that came up), 
and so they fought one against another ; and 
some of them died in the battle, and some, as 
they were flying aw'ay, were tlirown dow» 
from the rock lieadlong. 

3. Now Saul’s watchmen told tlie king that 
the camp of the Philistines was in confusion* 
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then he inquired wJiether any body was gone 
away from the army ; and when he heard that 
his son, and with him his armour-bearer, were 
absent, he bade the high-priest take the gar- 
ments of his high-priesthood, and prophesy to 
him what success they should have ; who said 
that they should get the victory, and prevail 
against their enemies. So he went out after 
the Philistines, and set upon them as they 
were slaying one another. Tlwse also who 
had fled to dens and caves, updii hearing that | 
Saul was gaining a victory, came running to' 
him. When, therefore, the number of the 
Hebrews tliat. came to Saul amounted to 
about ten thousand, he pursued the enemy, 
who were scattered all over the country ; but 
then he fell into an action, which was a very 
unhappy one, and liable to be very much 
blamed; for, whether out of ignorance, or 
wliclher out of joy for a victory gained so 
strangely (for it frequently happens tliat per- 
sons so fortunate are liot then able to use their 
reason consistently), as he was desirous to 
avenge himself, and to exact a due punish- 
ment of the Philiatines, he denounced a curse" 
upon the Hebrews ; That if any one put a 
stop to his slaughter of the enemy, and fell 
on eating, and left off the slaughter or the 
pursuit before the night came on, and obliged 
them so to do, he should bo accursed. Now 
after Saul Ijad denounced this curse, since they 
were now' in a wood belonging to the tribe of 
Ephraim, whi(rh was thick and full of bees, 
Saul’s son, who did not hear his father de- 
nounce that curse, nor hear of the approbation 
the multitude gave to it, broke ofl[‘ a piece of 
a honcy-comb, and ate part of it, 'J?ut, in the 
mean time, iie was informed with w hat a curse 
his father had forbidden them to taste any 
thing before sun-setting ; so he left off eating, 
and sard his father had not done well in tlii; 
prohibition, because, had they taken some food, 
they had pursued the enemy with greater vi- 
gour and alacrity, and had both Uiken and 
slain many more of their enemies. 

4. When, therefore, they had slain many 
ten thousands of the Philistines, they fell up- 
on spoiling the camp of the Philistines, but 
not till late in the evening. They also took 
a great deal of prey and cattle, and killed 
them, and ate them with their blood. This 
was told to the king by the scribes, that the 
multitude were sinning against God as they 
saerifleed, and were eating before the blood 
was well washed away, and the flesh was made 
clean. Then did Saul give order that a great 
stone should be rolled into the midst of them, 

• This rash v«)w or curse of Saul, which Josephus says 
was confttnwil bv tUe yeepte, aiw\ yet not executed, 1 
suppose principally because Jonathan (iid not know of 
It, is very remarkable ; it Ining of the essence of the 
obligation of all laws, that they be sufficiently known 
and promulgated, i-r- i-c the condu'et of Providence, 
ss to the sacretiiiess oi . '‘. atn oaths and vows, in God’s 
refusing to answer by Urtm till this breach of .Saul’s 
vow or curse was utule’^stood and set right, and God 
ptepUiated by pubiic prayer, is here veiy remarkable, 
IS indeed ’ is w .ry wUer« else io the Old Testament. 


md he made proclamation that they should’ 
kill their sacrifices upon it, and not feed upon 
the flesh with the blood, for that was not ac- 
ceptable to God. And when all the people 
did as the king commanded them, Saul erect- 
ed an altar there, and offered burnt-offerings 
ipon it to God.f This was the first altar that 
Saul built. 

5, So when Saul was desirous of leading 
his men to the enemy’s camp before it was 
day, in order to plunder it, and when the sol- 
diers were not unwilling to follow him, but 
ndecd showed great readiness to do as he 
commanded them, the king called Ahitiib the 
high-priest, and enjoined him to know of God 
whether he W'ould grant them the favour and 
permission logo against the enemy’s camp, in 
order to destroy those that were in it ; and 
when the priest said that God did not give 
any answer, Saul replied, “ And not without 
some cause does God refuse to answ'er what 
w'e inquire of him, while yet a little while ago 
he declared to us that we desired before- 
hand, and even prevented us in his answer. 
To be sure, there is some sin against him that 
is concealed from us, w hich »s the occasion of 
his silence. Now- I swear by him himself, 
that though he that hath committed this sin 
should prove to be my own son Jonathan, I 
will slay him, and by that means will appease 
the anger of God against us, and that in the 
very same manner as if 1 were to punish a 
stranger, and oi#not at all related to ino, for 
the same oflencc.” So \Vhen ihe multitude 
cried out to him so to do, he presently set all 
the rest on one side, and he and his son stood 
on the other side, and he sought to discover 
the offender by lot. Now the lot apj)eared to 
fall upon Jonathan himself. So when he was 
asked by hir^ father what sin he iiad been guilty 
of, and what he was conscious of in the course 
of his life that might be esteemed instances of 
guilt or profaneness, his answ er was this : 
“ O father, J have done nothing more than 
that yesterday, without knowing of the curse 
and oath thoujiadst denounced, while I w’as 
in pursuit of the enemy, 1 tasted of a honey- 
comb.” J3ut Saul sware that he would slay 
him, and {)refer the observation of Jiis oath 
before all the ties of birth and of nature; a :d 
Jonathan w as not dismayed at this threatening 
of death, but, offering himself to it generous, 
ly, and undauntedly, he said,^,** Nor do 1 de- 
sire you, father, to spare me : death will be to 
me very acceptable, when it proceeds from thy 
piety, and after a glorious victory ; for it is the 
greatest consolation to me that 1 leave 
Hebrew's victorious over the Philistines.”— 
Hereupon all the people were very sorry, and 

f Here we have still more indiaitions of Saul’s alTec- 
talion of despotic power, and of his entrenching upon 
the priesthocii, and making and endeavouring to exe- 
cute a ra^h vow or curse, without consulting Samuel or 
the sanhedrim. In this view it is also that I look upon 
this erection of a new altar by Saul, and his offering ol 
buri'.t'Offerings himself upon it, and not as any proper in* 
stance of devotion or religion, with other commentaton 
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greatly afflicted for Jonathan; and they sware 
that they would not overlook Jonathan, and 
see him die, who was the author of their vic- 
tory. By which means they snatched him out 
of the danger he was in from his father’s 
curse, while they made their prayers to God 
also for the young man, that he would remit 
his sin. 

6. So Saul, having slain about sixty thou- 
sand of the enemy, returned home to his own 
city, and reigned happily : and he also fought 
against the neighbouring nations, and subdued 
the Ammonites, and Moabites, and Philistines, 
and Edomites, and Amalckites, as also the 
king of Zobah. He had three male children, 
Jonathan, and Isui, and Melchishiia; with 
Merab and Michal his daughters. He had 
also Abner, his uncle’s son, for the captain of 
his host: that uncle’s name was Ner. Now 
Ner, and Kish the father of Saul, were bro- 
thers. Saul had also a great many chariots and 
horsemen, and against whomsoever he made 
war he returned conqueror, and advanced the 
otlairs of the Hebrews to u great degree of 
success and prosperity, and made them supe- 
rior to other nations ; and he made such of 
the young men as were remarkable for tall- 
ness and comeliness the guards of his body. 


CHAPTER VII. 

SAUL’S WAR WITH THE AMAKEKITES, AND CON- 
QUEST OF THEM. 

§ 1. Now Samuel came unto Saul, and said 
to him, that he was sent by God to put him in 
mind that God had preferred him before all 
others, and ordained him king; that he there- 
fore ought to be obedient to liim, and to sub- 
mit to his authority, as considering, that 
though he had the dominion over the other 
tribes, yei that God hail the dominion over 
him, and over all things ; that accordingly 
God said to him, that “ because the Amalek- 
ites did the Hebrews a great deal of mischief 
while they were in the wilderness, and when, 
upon their comiifg out of Egypt, they w'ere 
making their way to that country which is now 
their own, I enjoin thee to punish the Ama- 
lekites, by making war upon them; and, 
when thou hast subdued them, to leave none 
of them alivc^ but to pursue them through 
every age, and to slay them, beginning wdth 
the women and the Infants, and to require 
this as a punishment to be inflicted upon them 
for the mischief they did to our forefathers : 
to spare nothing, neither asses nor other 
beasts ; nor to reserve any of them for* your 
own advantage and possession, but to devote 
them universally to God, and, in obedience 
to the conimands of Moses, to blot out the 
name of Amalek entirely.’* * 

II o reason of this severity Is distinctly given 
ti bam. XV is); « go* and utterly destroy tl»f sinners. 


OF THE JEWS. 163 

2. So Saul promised to do what he was 
commanded ; and supposing tiiat his obedience 
to God would be shown, not only in making 
war against the Amalckites, but more fully in 
the readiness and quickness of his proceedings, 
he made no delay, but immediately gathered 
together all his forces ; and when he had num- 
bered them in Gilgal, he found them to be 
about four hundred thousand of the Israelites, 
besides the tribe ol Judah, for that tribe con- 
takied by itself thirty thousand. Accordingly 
Saul made an irruption into the country of the 
Amalekites, and set many men in several 
parties in ambush at the river, that so he might 
not only do tlicin a mischief, by open fighting, 
hut might fall upon them unexpectedly in the 
ways, and might thereby compass them round 
about, and kill them. And when he had joined 
battle with the enemy, be beat them ; and pur- 
suing them as they fled, he destroyed them all. 
And when that undertaking had succeeded, ac- 
cording as God had foretold, he set upon the ci- 
ties of the Amalekites; he besieged them, and 
took them by force, partly by warlike machines, 
partly by mines dug under ground, and partly 
by building walls on the outsides. Some they 
starved out with famine, and some they gained 
by other methods; and after all, he betook 
himself to slay the women and the children, and 
thought he did not act therein either barbar- 
ously or inhumanly ; first, because they were 
enemies w'hom he thus treated, and, in the next 
place, because it was done by the command of 
God, whom it was dangerous not to obey. He 
also took Agag, the enemies' king, captive; 
— the beauty and tallness of whose body he 
admired so much, that he thought him worthy 
of preservation ; yet was not this done how- 
ever according to the will of God, but by 
riving way to human passions, and siiflering 
himself to be moved with an unseasonable com- 
miseration, in a point where it w'as not safe 
for him to indulge it ; for God hated the nation 
of the Amalekites to such a degree, that he 
commanded Saul to have no pity on even those 
infants which we by nature chiefly compassion- 
ate; but Saul preserved their king and gover- 
nor from the miseries which the Hebrews 
brought on the people, as if be preferred the 
fine appearance of the enemy to the memory 
of what God had sent him about. The mul- 
titude were also guilty, together with Saul ; 
for they spared tlie herds and the flocks, and 
took them for a prey, when God had command- 
ed they should not spare them. They also 
carried off with them the rest of their wealth 
and riches ; but if there were any thing that 
w'as not worthy of regard, that they destroyed. 

the Amalekites nor indeed do we ever meet with these 
Amalekites but as very cruel and bloody people, and 
particularly seeking to iiijure and utterly to destroy the 
nation of Israel. See Exod. xvil, 8—16; Num. xiv, 45 ; 
Deut XXV, 17—19; Judg. vi, 3, 6; I Sam. xv, 53; 
Hsal, Ixxxiii, 7; and, above all, the most barbarous^ 
all cruelties, that of Hiixnan the Agagitc. or one of tha 
posterity of Agag, the old king of me Amalekites, ksth. 
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3. But wlien Saul had conquered all these 
Amalckites that reached from Pelusium of 
E.gypl to the Red Sea, l>e laid waste all the rest 
of the enemy’s country ; but for the nation of 
the Shecheinites, he did not touch them, al- 
though they dwelt in the very middle of the 
country of Midlan ; for before the battle, Saul 
had sent to them, and charged them to depart 
thence, lest they should be partakers of the 
miseries of the Amalekites ; for he had a just 
occasion for saving them, since they were of, 
the kindred of Raguel, Moses’s father-in-law. 

4. Hereupon Saul returned home with joy, 
fur the glorious things he had done, and for 
the conquest of his enemies, as though he had 
not neglected any thing which the prophet had 
enjoined him to do when he was going to 
make war with the Amalekites, and as though 
he had exactly observed all that he ought to 
have done. Rut God was grieved that the 
king of the Amalckites w'as preserved alive, 
and that the multitude had seized on the cattle 
for a jirey, because these things were done 
without his j)crmission ; for he thought it an 
intolerable thing that they should conquer and 
overcome their enemies by that power w'hich 
he gave them, and then that he himself should i 
be so grossly despised and disobeyed by them, 
that a mere man that was a king would not 
bear it. He therefore told Samuel the prophet, 
that he repented that he had made Saul king, 
while he did notiiing that he had commanded 
him, but indulged his own inclinations. When 
Samuel heard that, be was in confusion ; and 
began t(i beseech God all that night to be re- 
conciled to Saul, and not to be angry with 
him ; but he did not grant that forgiveness to 
Saul which the prophet asked for, as not 
deeming it a fit thing to grant forgiveness of 
[such] sins at liis entreaties, since injuries do 
not otherwise grow so great as by the easy 
tempers of those lliat are injured ; for while 
they hunt after the glory of being thought 
gentle and good.natured, before they are a- 
vvare, they produce other sins. As soon 
therefore as God had rejected the intercession 
of the prophet, and it plainly appeared he 
would not change his mind, at break of day 
S.irnuel came to Saul at Gilgal. When the 
king saw him, he ran to him, and embraced 
him, and said, ** I return thanks to God, who 
hath given me the victory, for I have perform- 
ed every thing that he liath commanded me.” 
To which Samuel replied, “ How is it then that 
I hear the bleating of the sheep and the low- 
ing of the greater catde in the camp ?” Saul 
made answ'er, That thq people had reserved 
them for sacrifices ; but that, as to the nation 
of the Amalekites, it was entirely destroyed, 
aa he had received it in command to see done, 
and that no one man was left ; but that he had 
saved alive tlie ki** .• .tione, and brought him to 
him, concerning w hom, he said they would ad- 
visf together wliat should be done with him. 
But the prophet said, “God is not delighted! 


w'ith sacrificeii, but with good and with right- 
eous men, who are such as follow his will and 
his laws, and never think that any thing 
is well done by them but when they do it as 
God hud commanded them : that he then 
looks upon himself as aflronted, not when any 
one does not sacrifice, but when any one ap- 
pears to be disobedient to him. But that 
from those who do not obey him, nor pay him 
that duty which is the alone true and accep- 
table worship, he will not kindly accept their 
oblations, be those they offer ever so many and 
so fat, and be the presents they make him ever 
so ornamental, nay, though they were made of 
gold and silver themselves, but he will reject 
them, and esteem them instances of wicked- 
ness, and not of piety. And that he is delight- 
ed with those that still bear in mind tliis one 
thing, and this only, how to do that, whatso- 
ever it be, which God pronounces or commands 
for them to do, and to choose rather to die than 
to transgress any of those commands ; nor does 
he require so much as a sacrifice from them. 
And when these do sacrifice, though it be a 
mean oblation, he better accepts of it as the 
honour of poverty, than suHi oblations as 
come from the richest men tliat offer them to 
him. Wherefore take notice, that thou art 
under the wrath of God, for thou hast de- 
spised and neglected what he commanded 
thee. How dost thou then suppose that he 
will respect a sacrifice out of such things as 
he hath doomed to destruction ? unless per- 
haps thou dost imagine that it is almost all 
one to olfer it in sacrifice to God as to destroy 
it. Do thou therefore expect that thy king- 
dom will be taken from tliee, and that autho- 
rity which thou hast abused by such insolent 
behaviour, as to neglect that God who be- 
stowed it upon thee.” 'i'ben did Saul con- 
I fuss that he had acted unjustly, and did not 
I deny that he had sinned, because he had traiis- 
jgressed the injunctions of the prophet; but 
he said that it was out of a dread and fear oi 
the soldiers, that he did not prohibit and re- 
strain them when they seized on the prey. 
“But forgive me,” said he, “and be merci- 
ful to me, for I will be cautious how I offend 
for the time to come.” He also entreated 
the prophet to go back with him, that he 
might olfer his thank-offerings to God ; but 
Samuel went home, because he saw that God 
would not be reconciled to him. 

5. But then Saul was so desirous to re- 
tain Samuel, that he took hold of his cloak, 
and because the vehemence of Samuel’s de- 
parture made the motion to be violent, the 
cloak was rent. Upon which the prophet 
said, that after the same manner should the 
kingdom be rent from him, and that a good 
and a just man should take it ; that God per- 
severed in what he had decreed about him ; 
that to be mutable and changeable in what it 
determined, is agreeable to human passions 
only, but is not pgreeable to the Divine Power 
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Hereupon Saul said that he had been wick- ; 
ed i but that what was done could not be un- 
done : he therefore desired him to honour him 
so far, that the multitude might see that he 
would accompany him in worshipping God. 
So Samuel granted him tliat favour, and went 
with him and worshipped God. Agag also, 
tlie king of the Amalekites, was brought to 
him ; and when the king asked, How bitter 
death was? Samuel said, ** As thou hast 
made many of the Hebrew mothers to lament 
and bewail the loss of their children, so shall 
tliou, by thy death, cause thy mother to la- 
ment thee also.” Accordingly he gave order 
to slay him immediatly at Gilgal, and then 
went away to the city llamah. 


CHAPTER VIll. 

HOW, UPON Saul's tiiansgression of the 
PROI’HET’s commands, SAMUEL ORDAINED 
ANOTHER PERSON TO RE KING PRIVATELY, 
WHOSE NAAIE WAS DAVID, AS COD COMMAND- 
ED HIM. 

§ 1. Now Saul being sensible of the miser- 
able condition he had brought himself into, 
and that he had made God to be bis enemy, 
he went up to his royal palace at Gibeah, 
which name denotes a and after that day 
he came no more into the presence of the pro- 
phet. And when Samuel mourned for him, 
God bid him leave oil' his concern for him, 
and to take the holy oil, and go to Bethlehem 
ui Jesse the son of Obed, and to anoint such 
.)f his sons as he should show him for their 
future king. But Samuel said, he was afraid 
lest Saul, when he came to know of it, should 
kill him, either by some private method or 
even openly. But upon God’s suggesting to 
him a sj.fe way of going thither, he came to 
the forementioned city ; and when they all sa- 
luted him, and asked what was the occasion 
of his coming, he told them, he came to sacri- 
fice to God. When, therefore, he had gotten 
the sacrifice ready, he called Jesse and his 
sons to partake of those sacrifices ; and when 
he saw his eldest son to be a tali and hand, 
some man, he guessed by his comeliness that 
he was the person who was to be their future 
king. But he w'as mistaken in judging about 
God’s providence ; for when Samuel inquired 
of God whether he should anoint this youth, 
whom he so admired, and esteemed wortliy 
of the kingdom, God said, ** Men do not see 
as God seetli. Thou indeed hast respect to 
the fine appearance of this youth, and thence 
esteemest him worthy of the kingdom, while 
I propose the kingdom as a reward, not of the 
beauty of bodies, but of the virtue of souls, 
and 1 inquire after one that is perfectly come- 
ly in that re.'>pect ; 1 mean one who is beauti- 
ful in piety, and righteousness, and fortitude. 
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and obedience ; for in them consists the come- 
liness of the soul.” When God had said this, 
Samuel bade Jesse to show him all his sons. 
So he made five others of his sons to come to 
him ; of all of whom Eliab was the eldest, 
^minadab the second, Shammah the third, 
Nathaniel the fourth, Rael the fifth, and 
Asam the sixth. And when the prophet saw 
that these were no way inferior to the eldesv 
in their countenances, he inquired of God 
which of them it was whom he chose for their 
king; and when God said it was none of them, 
he asked Jesse whether he had not some other 
sons besides these ; and when he said that he 
had one more, named David, but that he was 
a shepherd, and took care of the flocks, Sa* 
iiiuel bade them call him immediately, for 
that till he was come they could not possibly 
sit down to the feast. Now, as soon as his 
father had sent for David, and he w'as come, 
he appeared to be of a yellow complexion, of 
a sharp sight, and a comely person in other 
respects also. TJiis is he, said Samuel pri- 
vately to himself^ whom it pleases God to 
m^ikc our king. So he sat down to the feast, 
and placed the youth under him, and Jesse 
also, with his other sons ; after which he took 
oil in the presence of David, and anointed 
him, and whispered him in the ear, and ac- 
quainted him tliat God chose him to be their 
king ; and exhorted him to be righteous, and 
obedient to his commands, for that by this 
means his kingdom would continue for a long 
tim\;, and that his house should he of great 
splendour, and celebrated in the world ; that 
he should overthrow the Philistines; and that 
against what nations soever he shoidd make 
war, he should be the conqueror, and survive 
the fight; and that while ho lived he should 
enjoy a glorious name, and leave such a name 
to his posterity also. 

2. So Samuel, when he had given him 
these admonitions, went away. But the Di- 
vine Power departed from Saul, and removed 
I to David, who, upon this removal of the Di- 
' vine Spirit to him, began to prophesy ; but 
las for Saul, some strange and demoniacal dis- 
j orders came upon him, and brought upon 
him such suffocations as were ready to choke 
him ; for which the physicians could find no 
other remedy but this. That if any person 
could charm those passions by singing, and 
playing upon the harp, they advised them to 
inquire for such a one, and to observe when 
these demons came upon him and disturbed 
I him, and to take cure that such a person 
, might stand over him, and play up#n the 
harp, and recite hymns to him.* According, 
ly l^ul did not delay, but commanded them 
to seek out such a man ; and when a certain 

I * Spanheim takes notice here that the Greeks hac 
such singers of hymns ; and that usually children oi 
youths were picked out for that service ; as also, tha* 
those calietl sifters <o iAe harp, did the same that Da 
\id did here, i. e. Join their own ^ ocal and instruineatB* 
music tugother 
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stander-by said that he had seen in the city of 
Bethlehem a son of Jesse, who was yet no 
more than a child in age, but comely and 
beautiful, and in other respects one that was 
deserving of great regard, who was skilful in 
playing on the harp, and in singing of hymns 
[and an excellent soldier in war], he sent to 
Jesse, and desired him to take David away 
from the flocks, and send him to him, for he 
had a mind to see him, as having heard an 
advantageous character of his comeliness and 
his valour. So Jesse sent his son, and gave 
him presents to carry to Saul ; and when lie 
was come, Saul was pleased with him, and 
made him his armour-bearer, and had him in 
very great esteem j for he charmed his pas- 
sion, and V as tlie only physician against the 
trouble he had from the demons, whensoever 
it was tiiat it came upon liiin, and this by re- 
citing of hymns, and playing upon tfie harp, 
and bringing Saul to ins right mind again. 
However, he sent to Jesse, the father of the 
child, and desired him to permit David to 
stay with him, for that he was delighted with 
tiis sight and company , w'hich stay, that he 
might nut contradict Saul, he granted. 


CHAPTER IX. 

HOW THE PHILISTINES MADE ANOTHEU EXPE- 
DITION AGAINST THE HEEREWS, UNDER THE 
REIGN OF SAUL ; AND HOW THEY WERE 
OVERCOME BY DAVID’S SLAVING GOLIATH 
IN SINGLE COMBAT. 

§ 1. Now the Philistines gathered themselves 
together again, no very long time afterward; 

and having gotten together a great army, they 
made war against the Israelites ; and liaving 
seized a place belw^een Sliochoh and Azekah, 
they there pitched their camp. Saul also 
drew out his army to oppose them ; and by 
pitching his own camp upon a certain hill, he 
forced the Philistines to leave their former 
camp, and to encamp themselves upon such 
another hill, over-against that on w'liich Saul’s 
army lay, so that a valley, which was between 
the two hills on which they lay, divided their 
camps asunder. Now tliere came down a 
man out of the camp of the Philistines, w'hose 
name w'as Goliath, of the city of Gath, u man 
of vast bulk, for he was of four cubits and a 
span in tallness, and had about iiiin weapons 
suitable to the largeness of iiis body, for he 
had tf^breast-plate on that weighed five thou- 
sand shekels : he had also a helmet and greaves 
of brass, as large as you would naturally sup- 
pose might cover tlie limbs of so vast a body. 
His spear was also such as was not carried like 
a light thing in ins . hand, but he carried 
it as lying on his shoulders. He had also a 
lance of aiz hundred shekels ; and many fol- 
lowed liim to '&rry h*s armour. Wherefore 


this Goliath stood between the two armies, as 
they were in battle-array, and sent out a loud 
voice, and said to Saul and the Hebrews, “ I 
will free you from flghting and from dan- 
gers; for what necessity is there that your 
army should fall and be afflicted ? Give me 
a man of you that will fight with me, and he 
that conquers shall have the reward of the 
conqueror, and determine the war ; for these 
shall serve those others to whom the conque 
ror shall belong ; and certainly it is much 
better and more prudent to gain what you de- 
sire by the hazard of one man than of all.’* 
When he had said this, he retired to his own 
camp ; but the next day he came again, and 
used the same words, and did not leave o/I 
for forty days together, to challenge the ene- 
my in the same words, till Saul and his army 
were therewith terrified, while they put them- 
selves in array as if they would ffight, but did 
not come to a close battle. 

2. Now wliile this war between the He- 
brews and the Philistines was going on, Saul 
sent avvuy David to his father Jesse, and con- 
tented himself w’ith those three sons of his 
whom he had sent to his assistance, and to he 
partners in the dangers of the w'ar ; and at 
first David returned to feed his sheep and his 
flocks ; but after no long time be came to the 
camp of the Hebrews, as sent by his father, 
to carry provisions to his brethren, and to 
know what they were doing; while Goliath 
came again, and challenged them and re- 
jiroached them, that they had no man of va- 
lour among them tlnit durst come down to 
fight him ; and as David was talking with his 
brethren about tlie business for which his fa - 
ther had sent him, he heard the Philistine re- 
proaching and abusing the army, and had in- 
dignaliun at it, and said to his brethren, § ** I 
am ready to fight a single combat with this 
adversary.” Whereupon Eliab, his eldest 
brother, reproved him, and said that be spake 
too rashly and improperly for one of his age, 
and bid him go to his flocks, and to his fa- 
ther. So he was aba.shed at his brother’s 
words, and went away, but still he spake to 
some of the soldiers that he uas willing to 
figiit with him that challenged them. And 
when they had informed Saul what was the 
resolution of the young man, the king sent 
for him to come to him . and when tire king 
asked what he had to say, he replied, “ O 
king, be'iiot cast down, nor afraid, for I will 
depress the insolence of this adversary, and 
will go down and fight with liirn, and m ill 
bring him under me, as tall and us great us 
he is, till he shall be sufficiently laugiied at, 
and thy army shall get great glory when he 
shall he slain by one that is not yet of man’s 
estate, neither fit for fighting, nor capable of 
being intrusted with the marshalling an army, 
or ordering a battle, but by one that looks like 
a child, and is really no elder in age than a 
child.” 
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3. Now Saul wondered at the boldness and should slay him who was both unarmed and 
alacrity of David, but durst not presume on a child also, without any trouble at all. 

his ability, by reason of his age ; but said, ho 5. But the youth met his antagonist being 
must on that account be too weak to fight accompanied with an invisible assistant, who 
with one that was skilled in the art of w'ar. was no other than God himself. And taking 
“ I undertake this enterprise,” said David, one of the stones that he had out of the brook, 

“ in dependence on God’s being with me, for and had put into his shepherd’s bag, and 
I have had experience already of his assist- fitting it to bis sling,, he slang it against the 
ance ; for I once pursued after and caught a Philistine. This stone fell upon his forehead, 
lion that assaulted my fiocks, and took away and sank into his brain, insomuch that Go- 
a lamb from them, and I snatched the lamb hath was stunned, and fell upon his face, 
out of the w'ild beast’s mouth, and when he So David ran, and stood upon his adversary 
leaped upon me with violence, I took him by as he lay down, and cut off his head with his 
the tail, and dashed him against the ground, own sword ; for he had no sword himself. 
In the same manner did I avenge myself on And upon tlie fall of Goliath, the Philistines 
a bear also ; and let this adversary of ours be ' w'cre beaten, and fled ; for wdicn they saw 
esteemed like one of these wild beasts, since tbeir ebampion prostrate on the ground, they 
he has a long while reproached our anny and were afraid of the entire issue of their affairs, 
blasphemed our God, who yet will reduce him : and resolved not to stay any longer, but com. 
under my power.” mitted tbcinsclves to an ignominious and in- 

4. How'ever, Saul prayed that the end decent flight, and thereby endeavoured to save 
might be, by God’s assistance, not disagree- tbemcelves from the dangers they w’ere in. 
able to the alacrity and boldness of the child ; But Saul and the entire army of tlie Hebrews 
and said, “ Go tliy way to the fight.” So he made a shout and rushed upon them, and 
put about him bis breast-plate, and girded on slew a great number of them, and pursued the 
bis sw'ord, and fitted the helmet to bis bead, rest to the borders of Gath, and to the gates 
and sent him away. But David was burden- of Ekron ; so that there were slain of the Phi- 
ed with bis armour, for he had not been ex- listines thirty thousand, and twice as many 
ercised to it, nor had he learned to walk with wounded. But Saul returned to their camp, 
it; so he said, Let this armour be thine, O and pulled their fortifications to pieces, and 
king, who art able to bear it; hut give me burnt it; but David carried the head of Go- 
ieavc to fight as thy servant, and as I myself liath into his own tent, but dedicated his 
desire.’* Accordingly he laid by the armour, sw^ord to God [at the tabernaclcj. 

uiid taking his staff with him, and putting five 
stones out of the brook into a shepherd’s bag, 
and having a sling in his right hand, he went 

towards Goliath. But the adversary seeing him CHAPTER X. 

come in such a manner, disdained him, and 

jested upon him, as if he had not such wea- SAUI. envies DAVID FOR HIS GLORIOUS SUC- 
pons with him as are usual when one man cess, and takes an occasion of entrap- 

figlits against another, but such as are used piNG him, from THF. pro.mise HE made 

in driving away and avoiding of dogs ; and him OF giving him his daughter in MAR. 

said, *' Dost thou take me not for a man, but iiiAGE ; BUT THIS UPON CONDITION of HIS 

a dog ?” To wliidi he replied, “ No, not for bringing HIM six HUNDRED heads of THE 

a dog, but for a creature worse than a dog.” Philistines. 

This provoked Goliath to anger, who there- 
upon cursed him by the name of God, anc § 1. Now the w'omen were an occasion of 
threatened to give his flesh to the beasts of Saul’s envy and hatred to David ; for they 
the earth, and to the fowls of the air, to be came to meet their victorious army with cym« 
torn in pieces by them. To whom David an- bals and drums, and all demonstrations of 
sw^ered, “ Thou comest to me with a sword, joy, and sang thus; the w ives said, that Saul 
and with a spear, and with a breast-plate; but has slain his many thousands of the Philis- 
I have God for my armour in coming against tines tlio virgins replied, that ** David has 
thee, who will destroy tliee and all thy army slain his ten thousands.” Now, when tiie 
by my hands; for I will this day cut ofif' thy king heard them singing thus, and that he 
head, and cast the other parts of thy' body to had himself tiie smallest share in their com- 
the dogs ; and all men shall learn that God inendations, and tlie greater number, the ten 
is the protector of the Hebrews, and that our thousands, were ascribed to the young man 
armour and our strength is in his providence; and w'hen he considered with himself that 
and that without God’s assistance, all other there was nothing more weanling to David 
warlike prepat ations and power are useless.” after such a mighty applause, but the king 
So the Philistine being retarded by the weight dom, he began to be afraid and suspicious 
of his armour, when he attempted to meet of David. Accordingly he removed him 
David in haste, came on but slowdy, as de- from the station he was in before, for ha 
ipising him, and depending upon it that he was his armour-bearer, which, out of fear 
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si.*emed to him much too near a station for of his father's house, but only some revenge 


so he made him captain over a thou* 
sand, and bestowed on liim a post better in- 
deed in itself, but, as he thought, more for 
his own security ; for he had a mind to send 
him against the enemy, and into battles, as 
hoping he would be slain in such dangerous 
conflicts. 

2. But David had God going along with 
him whithersoever he went, and accordingly 
he greatly prospered in his undertakings, and 
it was visible that he had mighty success, in- 
somuch that Saul’s daughter, who was still a 
virgin, fell in love with him j and her affec- 
tion so far prevailed over her, that it could 
not be concealed, and her fither became ac- 
quainted with it. Now Saul heard this glad- 
ly, as intending to make use of it for a snaro 
against David, and he hoped that it would 
prove tijc cause of destruction and of hazard 
to him ; so he told those that informed him 
of his daughter's affection, that he would wil- 
lingly give David the virgin in marriage, and 
S lid, ** I engage myself to marry my daugliter 
to him if he will bring me six hundred heads 
of my enemies, * supposing that when a re- 
ward so ample was proposed to him, and 
when he should aim to get him great glory, 
by undertaking a thing so dangerous and in- 
credible, he would immediately set about it, 
and so perish by tlic Philistines ; and iny de- 
signs about him will succeed finely to my 
mind, for I sliall bo freed from liiin, and get 
him slain, not by myself, but by another 
man.” So lie gave order to his servants to 
try how David would relish this proposal of | 
marrying the damsel. Accordingly, they be- 
gan to speak thus to him : That king Saul 
loved him, as well as did all the people, 
and that lie was desirous of his affinity by the 
marriage of tliis damsel. To wdiich he gave 
this answer: — “ Seemeth it to you a light 
thing to be made the king’s son-in-law? It 
does not seem so to me, especially when I am 
one of a family that is low, and without any 
glory or honour.” Now when Saul was in- 
formed by his servants what answer David 
had made, he said, — “ Tell him, that I do not 
want any money nor dowry from him, which 
would be rather to set my daughter to sah 
than to give her in marriage ; but 1 desire 
only such a son in-law as hath in him for- 
titude, and all other kinds of virtue,” of wliicli 
he saw David was possessed, and tliat his de- 
sire was to receive of him, on account of his 
marrying his daughter, neither gold nor sil- 
ver, nor that he should bring such wealth out 

* Josephu 0 says thrice in this cluipter, imd twice after- 
wards, cnap. xi. sect. 2, and u. vii, ch. i, sect. 4, i. e. five 
times in all, that Saul required not r, bare hundred of 
tlie foreskins ot the PhiUbtiues, but six hundred of their 
iieads. The Sentuagint have 100 foreskins, but the Sy- 
riac and Arabic zOu. i.-*' ‘ fiat these were not foreskinSf 
with our other copies, but neadf, with Josepiius's copy, 
seems soinewhat probable, from 1 Sam. xxix, 4 } where 
all ctnries say that it was w'th the hearts of such Philis- 
tuies that David might Teconciie liimself to his master, 
Sauk 


on the Philistines, and indeed six hundred of 
their heads, than which a more desirable or a 
more glorious present could not be brought 
him ; and that he had much rather obtain this 
than any of the accustomed dowries for his 
daughter, viz. that she should be married to 
a man of that character, and to one who had 
a testimony as having conquered his enemies. 

3. When these words of Saul w-erc brought 
to David, he was pleased with them, and sup- 
posed that Saul was really desirous of this af- 
finity with him ; so that without bearing to 
deliberate any longer, or casting about in his 
mind whether what was proposed was pos- 
sible, or was difficult or not, he and Iiis com- 
panions immediately set upon the enemy, and 
went about doing what was proposed as the 
condition of the marriage. Accordingly, be- 
cause it was God who made all things easy 
and possible to David, he slew many [of the 
Philistines], and cut off* the heads of six hun- 
dred of them, and came to the king, and by 
showing him these heads of the Philistines, 
required that he might have his daughter in 
marriage. Accordingly Saul, having no way 
of getting off’ his engagements, as thinking it 
a base thing cither to seem a liar when he 
promised him this marriage, or to appear tc 
have acted treacherously by him, in putting 
him upon what was in a manner impossible, 
in order to have Iiim slain, he gave him his 
daughter in marriage : her name was MichaL 


CHAPTER XL 

HOW DAVID, UPON SAUl/S I.AYING SNARES FOR 
HIM, DID YET ESCAPE THE DANGEP.S HE WAS 
IN, BY THE AFFECTION AND CARF. OF JONA- 
THAN, AND THE CONTRIVANCES OF HIS WIFE 
MICIIAI.; AND HOW HE CAME TO SAAIUEL 
THE PROPHET. 

§ 1. However, Saul was not disposed to per- 
severe long in the state wherein he was ; for 
wlien he saw that David was in great esteem 
both with God and with the multitude, he 
was afraid ; and being not able to conceal his 
fear as concerning great things, his kingdom 
and his life, to he deprived of cither of which 
was a very great calamity, he resolved to have 
David slain ; and commanded his son Jona- 
than and his most faithful servants to kill him: 
but Jonathan wondered at his father’s change 
with relation to David, that it should be made 
to so great a degree, from showing him no 
small good-will, to contrive how to have him 
killed. Now, because he loved the young 
man, and reverenced him for his virtue, he 
informed him of the secret charge his father 
had given, and what his intentions were con- 
cerning him. However, he advised him to 
\iake care and be absen : tbi next day, for that 
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he would salute his fatner, and, it he met with 
a favourable opporttfhiiy, he would discourse 
with him about him, and learn the cause of 
his disgust, and show how little ground there 
was for it, and that for it he ought not to kill 
a man that had done so many good things to 
the multitude, and had been a benefactor to 
himself, on account of which he ought in rea- 
son to obtain pardon, had he been guilty of 
the greatest crimes : and ** I will then inform 
thee of my father’s resolution.” According- 
ly David complied with such an advantageous 
advice, and kept himself then out of the 
king’s sight. 

2. On the next day Jonathan came to Saul, 

as soon as he saw him in a cheerful and joy- 
ful disposition, and began to introduce a dis- 
course about David : “ What unjust action, 

O father, cither little or great, hast thou 
found so exceptionable in David, as to induce 
thee to order us to slay a man who hath been 
of great advantage to thy own preservation, 
and of still greater to the punishment of the 
Philistines ? A man who hath delivered the 
people of the Hebrews from reproach and de- 
rision, which they underwent for forty days 
together, when he alone had courage enough 
to sustain the challenge of the adversary, and 
after that brought as many heads of our ene- 
mies as he was appointed to bring, and had, 
as a reward for the same, my sister in mar- 
riage ; insomuch that his death would be very 
sorrowful to us, not only on account of his 
firtue, but on account of the nearness of our 
relation ; foi thy daughter must be injured at 
'.he same time that be is slain, and must be 
obliged to experience widowhood before sh 
can come to enjoy any advantage from their 
mutual conversation. Consider these things, 
and change your mind to a more merciful 
temper, and do no miscliief to a man who, in 
the first place, hath done us the greatest 
kindness of preserving thee ; for when an 
evil spirit and demons had seized upon thee, 
he cast them out, and procured rest to thy 
soul from their incursions : and, in the se- 
cond place, hath avenged us of our enemies 
for it i*: a base thing to forget such benefits.* 
So Saul was pacified with these words ; and 
sware to his son that he would do David no 
harm; for a righteous discourse proved too 
hard for the king’s anger and fear. So Jo- 
nathan sent ^r David, and brought him good 
news from his father, that he was to be pre- 
served. He also broiiglit him to bis fatlier 
and David continued with the king as for. 
merly. 

3. About this time it was that, upon the 
Philistines making a new expedition against 
the Hebrews, Saul sent David with an army 
to fight with them ; and joining battle with 
them he slew many of them, and after his vic- 
tory he returned to the king. But his recep- 
tion by Saul was not as he expected upon 
such success, for be was grieved at his pros- 


perity, because he thought he would be more 
dangerous to him by having acted so glorious, 
ly: but when tiie demoniacal spirit came 
pon him, and put him into disorder, and 
disturbed him, he called for David into his 
hed-chaniber wherein he lay, and having a 
pear in his hand, he ordered him to charm 
lim with playing on his harp, and with sing, 
ng hymns; which when David did at his 
command, he with great force threw the spear 
at him; but David was aware of it before it 
L’aiiie,^and avoided it, and fled to ijis own 
luuse, and abode there all that day. 

4. But at night the king sent officers, and 
;ommanded that he should be watched till the 
morning, lest he should get quite away, that 

might come into the judgmctit-hall, and so 
night be delivered up, and condemned and 
ilain. But when Michal, David’s wife, the 
.ing’s daughter, understood what her father 
iesigned, she came to her husband, as having 
iiiiall hopes of his deliverance, and as greatly 
:oncerned about her own life also, for she 
could not bear to live in case she were depriv- 
ed of him ; and she said, — “ Let not the sun 
ind dice here when it rises, for if it do, that 
will be the last time it will see thee ; fly away 
then while the night may atforcl the opportuni- 
Ly, and may God lengthen it for thy sake ! 
for know this, that if my fatlier find thee, thou 
art a dead man.” So she let him down by a 
cord out of the window, and saved him ; and 
aftef she had done so, she fitted up a bed for 
lim as if he were sick, and put under the 
bed-clothes a goat’s liver ;• and when her fa. 
thcr, as soon as it was day, sent to seize 
David, she said to those that were there. That 
had not been well that night, and showed 
them the bed covered, and made them believe, 
by the leaping of the liver, which caused the 
bed-clothes to move also, that David breathed 
like one that was asthmatic. So when those 
that were seiu told Saul that David had not 
been well in the night, he ordered him to be 
brought in that condition, for he intended to 
kill him. Now when they came, and un- 
covered the bed, and found out the woman’s 
contrivance, they told it to the king; and 
when her father complained of her that she 
hud saved his enemy, and had put a trick upon 
liimself, she invented this plausible defence 
for herself, and said, That when he threatened 
to kill her, she lent him her assistance for 
his preservation, out of fear; for which her 
assistance she ought to be forgiven, because 
it was not done of her own free choice, but 
out of necessity : “ For,” said she, “ I do not 
suppose that thou wast so zealous to kill thy 

* Since the modem Jews have lost die ugniflcation 
of the Hebrew word here used, c^Mr; and since the 
Ixxii, as well as Josephus, render it the liver of the goat; 
and since this rendering, and Josephus's account, are 
here so much more cleat and probaole than th<J8e of o- 
thcTS, \t VI almost unaccnuntabVe that our commentai* 
tors should so much as hesitate about its true lutcrpio* 
tatioQ. 
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enemy, as thou vrast that I should be saved.’* 
Accordingly Saul forgave llie damsel; but 
David, when he had escaped this danger, came 
to the prophet Samuel to Ramah, and told 
him what snares the king had laid for him, 
and how he was very near to death by Saul's 
throwing a spear at him, although he had 
been no way guilty witli relation to him, nor 
had he been cowardly in his battles with his 
enemies, but had succecilcd well in them all 
b) God’s assistance ; which thing was indeed 
the cause of Saul’s hatred to David, 

5. When the prophet was made acqiTainted 
with the unjust proceedings of the king, he 
left the city Ramah, and took David with him, 
to a certain place called Naioth, and there he 
abode with him. But when it was told Saul 
that David was with the prophet, he sent sol- 
diers to him, and ordered them to take him, 
and bring him to him ; and when they came 
to Safnuel, and found there a congregation of 
prophets, they became partakers of the Divine 
Spirit, and began to prophesy ; which when 
Saul heard of, he sent others to David, who 
prophesying in like manner as did the first, he 
again sent others ; which third sort prophesy- 
i!ig also, at last he was angry, and went thi- 
ther in great haste himself; and when he was 
just by the place, Samuel, before be saw him, 
made him prophesy also. And when Saul 
came to him, he was disordered in mind,* and 
under the vehement agitation of a spirit ; and, 
putting off his garments, f ho fell down, and 
l.iy on the ground all that day and night, in 
the presence of Samuel and David. 

C. And David went thence, anti came to 
Jonathan, the son of Saul, and lamented to 
him what snares were laid for him by his 
father ; and said, that though he had been 
guilty of no evil, nor had oilcndcd against 
liim, yet he was very zealous to get him killed. 
Hereupon Jonathan exhorted him not to give 
credit to such his own suspicions, nor to the 
calumnies of those that raised those reports, 
if there were any that did so, but to depend 

* These violent aiul wild agitations of Saul seem to 
me to iiave been no other than demoniaeal ; and that 
the same demon which uscil to seize him, since he wai 
forsiikcn of God, and which the divine hymns and 
psalms which were sung to the harp by David used to 
expel, was now in a judicial way brought upon him, not 
only in order to ilisajipoiiit his intentions against inno- 
cent David, but to expose liiin to the laughter and con- 
tempt ot all that saw liim, or heard of those agitations; 
such violent and wild agitations being never observed in 
true prophets when they were under the inspiration of 
the Spirit of God. Our -dher copies, whicn say the 
Spirit of God came )ipon him, seem not <0 right here as 
Josephus’s copy, which mentions nothing of God at all. 
Nor does Josephus seem to ascribe this impulse and 
ccstacy of S.'iul to any other than to liis old demoniacal 
spirit, which on all accounts appears tlie most probable. 
Nor does the former description of Saul's real inspiration 
by the Divine Spirit, I Sam. x, 9— 12; Antiq. b. vi, 
chap, iv, sect. 2, which Ijeforchewas become wick- 

ed, well agree with li.f i riptions before us. 

t What is meant by Saui ^ lying down nakwl all that 
day, and all that nigni, t Sam. xix. 24, and whetlier 
any more than laying as»«‘e his royal apparel, or upper 
garments, as Josenhus seeirut to uiiderstand it, is by no 
means certain, cec the note on Antbi b vtii, ch. id, 
teci. 2. 


on him, and take courage ; for that his fa 
ther bad no such intentions, since he would 
have acquainted him with that matter, and 
have taken his advice, had it been so, as he 
: used to consult with him in common when he 
I acted in other affairs. But David sware to 
I him that so it was ; and he desired him rather 
to believe him, and to provide for his safety, 
than to despise what he, with great sincerity, 
told him ; that he would believe wliat lie said, 
when hef should either sec him killed himself, 
or learn it upon inquiry from others : and that 
the reason why his father did not tell him of 
these things, was tliis, that he knew' of the 
friendship and affection that he bore tow'ards 
him. 

7. Hereupon, when Jonathan found that 
this intention of Saul was so well attested, he 
asked him w'hat he w'ould have him do for 
him ? To which David replied, “ I am sen- 
sible that thou art willing to gratify me in 
every thing, and procure me wliat I desire. 
Now, to-morrow is the new moon, and I was 
accustomed to sit down then with the king at 
supper ; now, if it seem good to thee, 1 will 
go out of the city, and conceal myself private- 
ly there ; and if Saul inquire why I am ab- 
sent, tell him that I am gone to iny own city 
Bethlehem, to keep a festival with my own 
tribe; and add this also, that thou gavest me 
leave so to do. And if he say, as is usually 
said in the case of friends that are gone abroad, 
It is well that he went, then assure thyself that 
no latent mischief or enmity may be feared at 
his hand ; but if he answ er otherwise, that will 
be a sure sign that he hath some designs against 
me. Accordingly thou shall inform me of thy 
father’s inclinations ; and that, out of pity to 
my case and out of thy friendship for me, as 
instances of w hich friendship thou hast vouch- 
safed to accept of the assurances of my love 
to thee, and to give the like assurances tome, 
that is, those of a master to his servant ; but 
if thou discoverest any wickedness in me, do 
thou prevent thy father, and kill me thyself.” 

8. But Jonathan heard these last words 
w ith indignation, and promised to do what he 
desired of him, and to inform him if his fa- 
ther’s answers implied anything of a melancho- 
ly nature, and any enmity against him. And 
that he might the more firmly depend upon 
him, he took him out into the open field, into 
the pure air, and sware that he yyould neglect 
nothing that might tend to the preservation ot 
David; and he said, ** I appeal to that God, 
who, as thou seest, is diffused everywhere, and 
knoweth this intention of mine, before I ex- 
plain it in words, as the w'itness of this my 
covenant with thee, that I will not leave off 
to hiake frequent trials of the purpose of my 
father till I learn whether there be any lurking 
distemper in the most secret parts of his soul ; 
and when I have learnt it, I w'ill not conceal 
it from thee, but will discover it to thee, whe- 
ther he be gently or peevishly disposed *, foi 
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this God himself knows, that I pray he may 
always he with thee, for he is with tlice now, 
and will not forsake thee, and will make thee 
superior to thine enemies, whether my father 
be one of them, or whether 1 myself be such. 
Do thou only remember what we now do; 
and if it fall out that I die, preserve my chil- 
dren alive, and requite what kindness thou 
hast now received, to them.” When he had 
thua sw'orn, he dismissed David, bidding him 
go to a certain place of that plain wherein he 
used to perform his exercises ; for that, as 
soon as he knew the mind of his father, he 
would come thither to him, with one servant 
only ; ** and if,*’ says he, “ 1 shoot three darts 
ac the mark, and tlicn bid rny servant to carry 
these three darts away, for they are before him, 
-—know thou that there is no mischief to be 
feared from my father ; but if thou hearest 
me say the contrary, expect the contrary from 
the king. However, thou shall gain security 
by my means, and shalt by no means suffer 
any harm ; but see thou dost not forget what 
I have desired of thee in the lime of thy pros- 
perity, and be serviceable to my children.” 
Now David, wlien be had received these as- 
surances from Jonathan, went bis way to the 
place appointed. 

9. But on the next day, which w’as the new 
moon, the king, when he had purified himself, 
as the custom was, came to supper; and when 
there sat by him his son Jonathan on his right 
/land, and Abner, the captain of his host, on 
the other hand, he saw David’s seat was empty, 
but said nothing, supposing that he had not 
pjrified himself since he had accompanied 
w'ith his wife, and so could not be present ; 
but when he saw that he was not there tlie se- 
cond day of the month neither, he inquired 
of his son Jonathan why the son of Jesse did 
not come to the supper and t*)e feast, neither 
the day l eforc nor that day. So Jonathan 
said that lie was gone, according to the agree 
ment between them,’ to liis own city, wliere 
his tribe kejit a festival, and that by his per- 
mission ; that be also itivitcd him to come to 
their sacrifice ; ” and,” says Jonathan, “ if thou 
wilt give mo leave, I will go thither, for thou 
knowest the good-will that 1 bear him and 
then it was that Jonathan understood his fa- 
tiler’s hatred to David, and plainly saw his 
entire disposition ; for Saul could not restrain 
his anger, but j^eproaclied Jonathan, and called 
him the son of a runagate, and an enemy ; 
and said lie was a partner with David, and liis 
assistant, and that by his behaviour he shewed 
he had no regard to himself, or to Ium mother, 
and would not be persuaded of this,— -that | 
while David is alive, their kingdom was not 
secure to them ; yet did lie bid him send for 
him, that he might be punished : and when 
Jonathan said, in answer, “ What hath he 
done that thou wilt punish him ?’* Saul no 
longei contented himself to expiess his anger 
in biure w-ords, but suatclied up his 


leaped upon him, and was desirous to kill him. 
He did not indeed do what he intended, be- 
cause he was hindered by his friends ; but it 
appeared plainly to his son that he listed Da- 
vid, and greatly desired to dispatch him, inso- 
much that he had almost slain his son with his 
own hands on his account. 

10. And then it was that the king’s son 
rose hastily from supper ; and being unable to 
admit any thing into his mouth for grief, he 
vvcqit all night, both because he had himsclt 
been near destruction, and because the death 
of David was determined; hut as soon as it 
was day, he went out into the plain that was 
before the city, as going to perform his exer- 
cises, but in reality to inform bis friend what 
disposition his fatlier w'as in towards him, 9 s 
he had agreed with him to do ; and wlieii Juna- 
tlian bad done what had been thus agreed, he 
dismissed his servant that followed him, to re- 
turn to the city ; hut he himself w'ent into the 
lesert, and came into his presence, and com- 
muned with him. So David appeared and fell 
at Jonathan's feet, and bowed down to him, and 
called him the preserver of his soul ; but he 
lifted him up from the earth, and they mutu- 
ally embraced one another, and made a long 
greeting, and that not without tears. They 
also lamented their age, and that familiarity 
which envy would deprive them of, and that 
separation which must now be expected, which 
seemed to them no better than death itself. 
So recollecting themselves at length from their 
lamentation, and exhorting one another to be 
mindful of the oaths they had sworn to each 
other, they parted asunder. 


CHAPTER XII. 

HOW DAVID IXED TO AHIMELECH, AND AITEU- 
WAIIDS TO THE KINGS OF THE PHILISTINES, 
AND OF THE MOABITES; AND HOW SAUL 
SLEW AHIMELECH AND HIS FAMILY. 

! § 1. But David fled from the king, and that 
death he was in danger of by him, and came 
!to the city Nob, to Ahimelech the priest, 
I who, when he saw him coming all alone, and 
neither a friend nor a servant with him, he 
wondered at it, and desired to learn of him 
the cause why there was nobody with him. 
To which David answered, That the king 
bad commanded him to do a certain thing 
that was to be kept secret, to which, if he had 
! a mind to know so much, he had no occasion 
I for any one to accompany him ; “ however, 
I have ordered my servants to meet me at 
such and such a place.” So he desired him to 
let him ’have somewhat to eat; and that in 
case he would supply him, he would act the 
part of a friend, and be assisting to the busi- 
ness he was now about : and when he had 
obtained wlvdl be desired, ho also ashed him 
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whether ne had any weapons with him, either 
sword or spear. Now there was at Nob a 
servant of Saul, by birth a Syrian, whose name 
was Doeg, one that kept the king's mules. 
The hi^h-priest said that he had no such 
weapons ; but, he added, “ Here is the sword 
of Goliath, which, when thou hadst slain the 
Philistine, thou didst dedicate to God.” 

2. When David had received the sword, 
he fled out of the country of the Hebrews 
into that of the Philistines, over which Achish 
reigned ; and when the king's servants knew 
him, and he was made known to the king 
himself, the servants informing him that he 
w'&s that David •who had killed many ten 
thousands of the Philistines, David was afraid 
lest the king should put him to death, and 
that he should experience that danger from 
him which he had escaped from Saul ; so he 
pretended to be distracted and mad, so that 
his spittle ran out of his mouth ; and he did 
other the like actions before the king of Gath, 
which might make him believe that they pro- 
ceeded from such a distemper. Accordingly 
the king was very angry at his servants that 
they had brought him a madman, and he gave 
orders tliat they should eject David immedi- 
ately [out of the city]. 

3. So when David had escaped in this 
manner out of Gath, he came to the tribe of 
Judah, and abode in a cave by the city of 
Adullam. Then it was that he sent to his 
brethren, and informed them where he was, 
who then came to him with all their kindred, 
and as many others as w ere either in want or 
in fear of king Saul, came and made a body 
together, and told him they were ready to 
obey his orders ; they w ere in all about four 
hundred. Whereupon he took courage, now 
such a force and assistance was come to him ; 
so he remioved thence, and came to the king 
of the Moabites, and desired him to entertain 
his parents in liis country while the issue of 
his affairs were in such an uncertain condi 
tion. The king granted him this favour, and 
paid great respect to David's parents all the 
time they were with him. 

4. As for himself, upon the prophet’s com- 
manding him to leave the desert, and to go 
into the portion of the tribe of Judah, and 
abide there, he complied therewith ; and com- 
ing to the city Hareth, which was in thai 
tribe, he remained there. Now when Saul 
heard that David had been seen with a multi- 
tude al>out him, he fell into no small disturb- 
ance and trouble ; but as he knew that David 
was a bold and courageous man, he suspected 
that somewhat extraordinary would appear 
from him, and that openly aiso, which would 
make him weep and pot him into distress ; 
so he called togeil • ■ to him his friends, and 
his commanders, And the tribe from which he 
wa>i himself derived, to the hill where his pa- 
lace was; and sitting upon a place called 
Arourn, his courtiers tliat were in dignities 


and the guards of his body, being with him, 
he spake thus to them : — ** 'Vou that arc men 
of niy own tribe, 1 conclude that you remein- 
l)cr the benefits that I have bestowed upon 
you, and that I have made some of you 
owners of land, and made you commanders, 
and bestowed posts of honour upon you, and 
set some of you over the common people, and 
others over the soldiers ; 1 ask you, therefore, 
Whether you expect greater and more dona* 
tions from the son of Jesse’ for 1 know that 
you are all inclinable to him (even my own 
son Jonathan himself is of that opinion, and 
persuades you to be of the same]; fori am 
not unacquainted with the oaths and the co- 
'enants that are between him and David, and 
that Jonathan is a counsellor, and an assistant 
:o those that conspire against me, and none ol 
you arc concerned about these things, but you 
keep silence and watch, to see what will be 
:he upshot of these things.” When the king 
lad made this speech, not one of the rest of 
[lose that were present made any answer ; 
but Doeg the Syrian, who fed his mules, said, 
that he saw David when he cime to the city 
Nob to Ahiinelech the high-priest, and that 
he learned future events by his prophesying ; 
that he received food from him, and the 
sword of Goliath, and was conducted by him 
with security to such as he desired to go to. 

5. Saul, therefore, sent for the high-priest, 
and for all his kindred, and said to them, 
“ What terrible or ungrateful thing hast thou 
sufiered from me, that thou hast received the 
son of Jesse, and hast bestowed on him both 
food and weapons, when he was contriving 
to get the kingdom ! — and farther, Why didst 
thou deliver oracles to iiim concerning futu- 
rities ? for thou couldst not be unacquainted 
that he was fled away from me, and that he 
hated iny family.” But the high-priest did 
not betake himself to deny what he had done, 
but confessed boldly that he had supplied him 
w'ith these things not to gratify David, but 
Saul himself: and he said, ** I did not know 
that he was ihy adversary, but a servant of 
thine, wlm was very faithful to thee, and a 
captain over a thousand of thy soldiers, and, 
what is more than these, thy son-in-law, and 
kinsman. Men do not choose to confer such 
favours on their adversaries, but on those who 
are esteemed to bear the highest good-will 
and resfiect to them. Nor i,s this the first 
time that I prophesied for him, but I have 
done it often, and at other times, as well as 
now. And when he told me that he was 
sent by thee in great baste to do somewhat, if 
I bad furnished him with nothing that he de- 
sired, I should have thought that it was rather 
in contradiction to thee than to him; where- 
fore do not thou entertain any ill opinion of 
me, nor do thou have a suspicion of what I 
then thought an act of humanity, from what 
is now told thee of David’s attempts against 
tliee, for I did then to him as to thy friend 
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nnd son-in-law, and captain of a thousand, 
and not as to thine adversary.” 

When the high>priest had spoken thus, 
be did not persuade Saul, his fear was so 
prevalent, that he could not give credit to an 
apology that was very just. So he command- 
ed his armed men that stood about him to kill 
him, and all his kindred ; but as they durst 
not touch the high-priest, but were more 
afraid of disobeying God than the king, he 
ordered Doeg the Syrian to kill them. Ac- 
cordingly, he took to his assistance such 
wicked men as were like himself, and slew 
Ahimelech and all his fajnily, who were in all 
three hundred and eighty five, Saul also 
sent to Nob,* the city of the priests, and slew i 
all that w’ere there, without sparing either | 
women or children, or any other age, and ' 
burnt it ; only there was one son of Ahiinc- 
lech, w’hOse name was Abiathar, who escaped. 
However, these things came to pass as God 
had foretold to Kli the high-priest, when he 
said that his posterity should be destroyed, on 
account of the transgression of his two sons. | 
7. f Now this king Saul, by perpetrating j 
so Viarbarous a crime, and murdering the 
whole family of the high-priestly dignity, by 
having no pity of the infants, nor reverence 
for tlie aged, and by overthrowing the city 
which God had chosen for the property, and 
for the support of the priests and prophets 
which w'cre there, and had ordained as the 
only city Hotted for the education of such 
men, gives all to undeistand and consider the 
disposition of men, that while they arc private 
persons, and in a low condition, because it 
is not in their power to indulge nature, nor 
to venture upon what they wish for, they are 
cquitatile 'ind moderate, and pursue nothing 
but what is just, and bend their whole minds 
and labours that way ; then it is tliat they 
have this belief about God, that he is present to 
all the actions of their lives, and that he does 


• This city Nob was not a city aJlottctl to the priests, 
nor had (he propiicts, that wc know of, any particular 
cities allotted them. It seems the tabernacle was now 
at Nob, and probably a school of the prophets was here 
also. It was full two days’ journey on foot from Jeru- 
salem, I Sam. xxl, 5. The numljer of priests here slain 
in Josephus, is ihree hundred and eignly-tive, ami but 
eighty-nve in our Hebrew copies; yet arc they three 
hundred and five in the Septuagint. I prefer Josephus’s 
number, th«! Hebrew having, I suppose, only ilroppcd 
the hutidrcils, the other the tens, j his city Nob seems 
to have been the chief, or jicrhaps the only seat of the 
family of Ithamar, which liere perished, according to 
God’s former terTib]|e threateiiings to Eli, 1 Sam. ii, 27 
—36; iii, 11 — 18. See chap, xiv, sect 9, hereafter. 

+ This section contains an admirable rcllcction of Jo- 
sephus concerning the general wickedness of men in great 
authority, and the danger they are in of rejecting that rc- 
aaid to justice and humanity, to Divine I’rovulence and 
the fear of God, which tliey either really had, or pre- 
tended to have, while they were in a lower condition. 
It can never be too often perused by kings and great men, 
nor by those who expect to obtain sucli elevated dignities 
among mankind. Sir*; the like reliectlons of our Jose*- 
phus, .\ntiq. b. vii, cii. i. sevt. ■'>, at the end ; and b. viii, 
ch. X. sect. 2, at the beginning. Tney are to the like 
purport witlj one branch of Agur’s prayer : “ One thing , 
hd\ e 1 req^uirod uf thee, deny it me not before I die ; Give 
me not riches, lest I be full, and deny thee, and say 
who is the Lord r Prov kxx. 7,8, 9. 


not only see the actions that are done, but 
clearly knows those their thoughts also, 
whence those actions do arise : but when once 
they are advanced into power and authority, 
then they pul ofi’all such notions, and, as if 
Ithey^w'ere no others than actors upon a 
‘ theatre, their disguised parts and manners, 
and take up boldness, insolence, and a con- 
tempt of both human and divine laws, and 
this at a time when they especially stand in 
need of piety and righteousness, because they 
are then most of all exposed to envy, and all 
they think and all tJiey say are in the view of 
all men ; then it is that they become so inso- 
lent in their actions, as though God saw them 
no longer, or were afraid of them because of 
their power : and whatsoever it is that they 
either are afraid of by the rumours rtiey hear, 
or they hate by inclination, or they love with- 
out reason, these seem to them to be authen- 
tic, and Arm, and true, and pleasing both to 
men and to God ; hut as to what will come 
hereafter, they have not the least regard to it. 
They raise those to honour indeed wdio have 
been at a great deal of pains for them, and 
after that honour they envy them ; and when 
they have brought them into high dignity, 
tliey do not only deprive them of what they 
had obtained, but also on that very account 
of their lives also, and that on wicked accu- 
sations, and such as on account of their ex- 
travagant nature are incredible. They also 
punish men for their actions, not such as de- 
serve condemnation, but from calumnies and 
accusations without examination; and this 
extends not only to such as deserve to be pu- 
nished, but to as many as they are able to 
kill. This refleclion is openly confirmed to 
us from the example of Saul, the son of 
Kish, who was the first king who reigned af- 
ter our aristocracy and government under the 
judges were over ; and that by his slaughter 
of three hundred priests and prophets, on oc- 
casion of liis suspicion about Ahimelech, and 
by the additional wickedness of the overthrow 
of their city, and this as if he were endeavour- 
ing in some sort to render the temple [taber 
nacle] destitute both of priests and prophets ; 
w'hich endeavour he showed by slaying so 
many of them, and not suflering the very city 
belonging to tliein to remain, tliat so others 
might succeed them. 

8. But Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, 
w'ho alone could be saved out of the family 
of priests slain by Saul, fled to David, and 
informed him of the calamity that had befallen 
their family, and of the slaughter of his fa- 
ther: who hereupon said, He was not un- 
apprized of what would follow with relation 
to them when he saw Doeg there ; for he 
had then a suspicion that the high-pricst 
would be falsely accused by him to the king ; 
and he blamed himself as having been the 
cause of this misfortune. But he desired him 
to slHj tliere, and abide with him, as in a 
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place where he might be better concealed than and. returned home. Now the men of Ziph. 
anywhere else. to gratify Saul, informed him tliat David abode 

with them, and [assured him] (hat if he wcfUld 
come to them, they would deliver him up, for 
that if the king would seize on the straits of 
CHAPTER XIII. Ziph, David would not escape to any other 

people. So the king commended them, and 
HOW DAVID, WHEN HE HAD TwrcE THE OPPOR- confessed that he had reason to thank them, 
TUNiTY OF KILLING SAUL, DID NOT KILL because they had given him information of 
HIM. Ai.so, CONCERNING THE DEATH OF his enemy ; and he promised them, that it 
SAMUEL AND NABAL. slioulc! not be long ere he would requite their 

kindness. He also sent men to seek for David, 
§ 1. About this time it was that David heard and to search the wilderness wherein he was ; 
how the Philistines had made an inroad into and he promised that he hitnsclf would follow 
tlie country of Keilah, and robbed it; so be tbem. Accordingly they went before the king, 
offered himself to fight against them, if God, to hunt for and to catch David, and used en. 
when he should be consulted by the prophet, deavours not only to sliow their good-will to 
would grant him the victory. And when the Saul, by informing him where his enemy was, 
prophet said that God gave a signal of victory, but to evidence the same more plainly by de- 
he made a sudden onset upon the Philistines liveriiig him up into his power. Cut these 
with his companions, and he shed a great deal men failed of those their unjust and wicked 
of their blood, and carried oil’ their prey, and desires, who, while they underwent no hazard 
staid with the inhabitants of Keilah till they had by not discovering such an ambition of reveal, 
securely gathered in their corn and their fruits, ing this to Saul, yet did they falsely accuse 
However, it was told Saul the king that Davi<l and promise to deliver up a man beloved of 
was with the men of Kciiah j for what had God, and one that was unjustly sought after 
been done, and the great success that had to be put to death, and one that might other- 
attended him, were not confined among tl wise have lain concealed, and this but of flat- 
people where the things were done, but the l«*ry, and expectation of gain from the king ; 
fame of it went all abroad, and came to the for when Davi<l was apprized of the malignant 
hearing of others, and both the fact as it stood intentions of the men of Ziph, and the approach 
and the author of the fact, were carried to the of Saul, he left the Straits of that country, and 
kiiig*s ears. Then was Saul glad when he ^ fled to the great rock that was in the Vildcr 
heard David was in Keilah : and he said, God ness of Maon. 

hath now put him into my hands, since he hath 3. Hereupon Saul made haste to pursue 
obliged him to come into a city that hath walls, him thither; for, as he was marching, he 
and gates, and bars;’* so he commanded all learned that David w'as gone away from the 
the people suddenly, and, when they had be- Straits of Ziph, and Saul removed to the other 
sieged and taken it, to kill David. Put when side of the rock. But the report that the 
David perceived, this, and learned of God that Philistines had again made an incursion into 
if he staid there the men of Keilah would de- the country of the Hebrews, called Saul an- 
liver him up to Saul, he took his four hundred other way from the pursuit of David, when 
men and retired into a desert (hat was over- lie was ready to be caught ; for he returned 
against a city called Eiigedi. So that when l)ack again to oppose tiiose Philistines, who 
the king heard he was fled away from the men were naturally their enemies, as judging it 
of Keilah, he left off his expedition against more necessary to avenge himself of them 
him. than to take a great deal of pains to catch an 

2. Then David removed thence, and came enemy of his own, and to overlook the ravage 
to a certain place called the New Place, be- that was made in the land, 
longing to Ziph ; where Jonathan, the son of. 4, And by this means David unexpectedly 
Saul, came to him, and saluted him, and ex- escaped out of the danger he w'as in, and came 
Iiorted him to be of good courage, and to hope to die Straits of Engedi; and when Saul had 
well as to his condition hereafter, and not to driven the Philistines out of the land, there 
despond at his present circumstances, for that came 'some messengers, whp told him that 
he should be king, and have all the forces of David abode within the bounds of Engedi; 
the Hebrews under him : he told him tliat so he took three thousand chosen men that 
such happiness uses to come with great labour were armed, and made haste to him ; and 
and pains: they also took oaths, that they when he was not far from those places, he 
would, all tlieir lives long, continue in good- saw a deep and hollow cave by the way-side ; 
will and fidelity one to another ; and he called it was open to a great length and breadth, and 
Ood to witness as ^o what execrations he had there it was that David with his four hundred 
made upon him&c 'f he should transgress bis men were concealed. When therefore lie had 
covenant, and should change to a contrary be- occasion to ease nature, he entered into it by 
naFiour. So Jonathan Ic-lt him there, having himself alone ; and being seen by one of Da- 
rendered his cares tind fears somewhat lighter, vid’s couipanions, and he that saw him saying 
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to him that he had now, by God s providence, tion of the young man, he groaned ; and when 
an opportunity of avenging himself of his ad. David had done the same, tiie king answered 
versary; and advising him to cut off his head, that he had the justest occasion to groan, 
and so deJivej;himseJf out of that tedious wan- “ for thou hast been the author of good to 
dering condition, and the distress he was in, me, as I have been the author of calamity to 
lie rose up and only cut off the skirt of that thee ; and thou hast demonstrated this day, 
garment which Saul had on ; but he soon re- that thou possessest the righteousness of the 
pented of what he had done ; and said it was antients, who determined that men ought to 
not right to kill him that was his master, and save their enemies, though they caught them 
one whom God had thought worthy of the in a desert place. 1 am now persuaded that 
kingdom : ‘‘ for that although he were wicked- God reserves the kingdom for thee, and that 
ly disposed towards us, yet does it not behove thou wilt obtain the dominion over all the 
me to be so disposed towards him.” But when Hebrews. Give me then assurances upon 
Saul had left the cave, David came near and oath, That thou wilt not root out my family, 
cried out aloud, and desired Saul to hear him ; nor, out of remembrance of what evil I have 
w liereupon the king turned his face back, and done thee, destroy my posterity, but save and 
David, according to custom, fell down on his preserve my house.” So David sware as he 
face before the king, and bowed to him ; and desired, and sent back Saul to his own king- 
said “ O king, thou oughtest not to hearken doin ; but he, and those that were with him, 
to wicked men, nor to such as forge caliim- went up the Straits of Masthcroth. 
nics, nor to gratify them so far as to believe 5. About this time Samuel the prophet 
what they say, nor to entertain suspicions of died. He was a man whom the Hebrews ho- 
such as are your best friends, but to judge of noured in an extraordinary degree ; for that 
the disposiiions of all men by their actions; lamentation which the people made for him, 
for calumny deludes men, but men’s own ac- and this during a long time, manifested his 
tior.s are a clear demonsfration of their kind- virtue, and the affection which the people bore 
ness. Words indeed, in tlieir own nature, for him ; as also did the solemnity and concern 
may be either true or false, but men’s actions that appeared about his funeral, and about the 
expose their intentions nakedly to our view, complete observation of all his funeral rites. 
By tfu'se, therefore, it will be well for thee to . They buried him in his own city of Ramab ; 
believe me, as to my regard to thee and to thy | and wept for him a very great number of days, 
house, atul not to believe those that frame such not looking on it as a sorrow for the death of 
accusations against me as never came into my another man, but as that in which they were 
rnintl, nor are possible to be executed, and do j every one themselves concerned. He was a 
t))is farther by pursuing after my life, and | righteous man, and gentle in his nature; and 
ha e no concern either day or night, but how on that account ho was very dear to God. 
to compass my life and to murder me, which , Now he governed and presided over the peo- 
thing 1 think thou dust unjustly prosecute ; pie alone, after the death of Eli the high- 
for how comes it about that thou hast embrac- , priest, tw'elve years, and eighteen years toge- 
ed this false opinion about me, as if 1 had a ther with Saul the king. And thus we have 
desire to kill thee ? — or how canst thou escape ; finished the history of Samuel, 
the crime . 'f impiety towards God, when thou | 6. There was a man that was a Ziphite, of 

wishest thou couldst kill, and deemest thine ' the city of Maon, who was rich, and had a 
adversary a man who had it in his power this vast number of cattle ; for he fed a flock of 
day to avenge himself, and to punish thee, three thousand sheep, and another flock of a 
but would not do it ? — nor make use of such thousand goats. Now David had charged his 
an opportunity, which, if it had i’allen out to j associates to keep these flocks without hurt 
thee against me, thou hadst not let it slip, for | and without damage, and to do them no mis- 
when 1 cut off the skirt of thy garment, I chief, neither out of covetousness, nor because 
could have done the same to thy head.” So I they were in want, nor because they were in 
he showed him the piece of his garment, and | the wilderness, and so could not easily be dis- 
thereby made nim agree to what he said ' covered, but to esteem freedom from injustice 
to be true; and added, “ 1, for certain, have! above all other motives, and to look upon the 


abstained front taking a just revenge upon 
thee, yet art thou not ashamed to prosecute 
me with unjust hatred*. May God do jus-| 
tice and determine about each of our disposi- 
tions !” — But Saul was amazed at the strange! 
delivery he had received ; and, being greatly, 
affected with the moderation and the disposi- 

* The phrase in David’s speech to Saul, as set down 
m Josephus, that he had abstained from just revenge, 
puts nie in mind of the like words in the Apostolical 
Constitutions, b. vii. eh. ii, “ That revenge is not evil, 
»ut that patience is nu>re honourable-” 


touching of what belonged to another man as 
a horrible crime, and contrary to the will of 
God. These were the instructions he gave, 
thinking that the favours he granted this man 
were granted to a good man, and one that de- 
served to have such care taken of his affairs. 
This man was Nabal, for that was bis name 
— a Iwrsh man, and of a very wicked life; 
being like a cynic in the course of his beha- 
1 viour, but still had obtained for his wife a wo- 
man of a good character, wise and handsome. 

I Tq this Nabal, therefore, David sent ten men 
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of his attendants at the time when he sheared 
his sheep, and by them saluted him ; and also 
wished he might do what he now did for many 
years to come, but desired him to make him a 
present of what he was able to give him, since 
he had, to be sure, learned from his shepherds 
that we had done them no injury, but had been 
their guardians a long time together, while we 
continued in the wilderness ; and he assured 
him he should never repent of giving any 
thing to David. When the messengers had 
carried this message to Nabal, he accosted 
them after an inhuman and rough manner ; 
for he asked them who David was ? and when 
he heard that he was the son of Jesse, he said, 
“ Now is the time that fugitives grow inso- 
lent, and make a figure, and leave their mas- 
ters. *’ When they told David this, he was 
wroth, and commanded four hundred armed 
men to follow him, and left two hundred to 
take care of the stuff’ (for he had already six 
hundred *), and went against Nabal : ho also 
swore that he would that night utterly destroy 
the whole house and possessions of Nabal ; 
for that he was grieved, not only that he bad 
proved ungrateful to them, without making 
any return for the humanity they had shown 
him, but that he had also reproached them,' 
and used ill language to them, when lie had 
received no cause of disgust from them. 

7* Hereupon one of those that kept the 
docks of Nabal, said to his mistress, Nabal’s 
wife, that when David sent to her husband he 
had received no civil answer at all from him; 
but that her husband had moreover added very 
reproachful language, while vet David had 
taken extraordinary care to keep his flocks 
from harm, and that what had passed would 
prove very pernicious to his master. When 
the servant had said this, Abigail, for that was 
his wife’s name, saddled her asses, and loaded 
them with all sorts of presents ; and, without 
telling her husband any thing of what she was 
about (for he was not sensible on account of 
his drunkenness), she went to David. She 
was then met by David as she was descending 
a hill, who was coming against Nabal with 
four hundred men. When the woman saw 
David, she leaped down from her ass, and fell 
on her face, and bowed down to the ground ; 
ind entreated him not to bear in mind the 
words of Nabal, since he knew that he re- 
sembled his name. Now Nabal, in the He- 
brew' tongue, signifies /o/Zy* So she made her 
apology, that she did not see the messengers 
whom he sent. ** Forgive me, therefore,” 
•aid she, “ and thank Crod, who hath hindered 

.. *. number of men came first to David, are 
distinctly In Josephus and ia our common copies, but 
four hundred. When he was at KeiJah still but four 
hundred, both In and in the Ixxli; but six 

hundred In our Hcb ; * c opies (1 Sain, xxiii, 1.1; see 
xxx, 9, 10). Now the six hundred there inentinned are 
here Mtiinated by Jot-ephus to have been so many, only 
by an augmentation of tw o hundred afterward, which I 
suppose is the u ue solution of this seeming disagree- 
Uctif • 


thee from shedding human blood ; for so long 
as thou keepest thyself innocent, he will avenge 
thee of wicked men,f for what miseries await 
Nabal, they will fall upon the heads of thine 
enemies. Be thou gracious to me, and think 
me so far worthy as to accept of these presents 
from me ; and, out of regard to me, remit that 
wrath and that anger which thou hast against 
my husband and his house, for mildness and 
humanity become thee, especially as thou art 
to be our king.” Accordingly David accept- 
ed her presents, and said, “ Nay, but, O wo- 
man, it was no other than God’s mercy which 
brought thee to us to-day ; for, otherwise, thou 
hadst never seen another day, I having sworn 
to destroy Nabal’s house this very night, \ and 
to leave alive not one of you who belonged to 
a man that was wicked and ungrateful to me 
and my companions ; but now hast thou pre- 
vented me, and seasonably mollified my an- 
ger, as being thyself under the care of God’s 
providence: but as for Nabal, although for thy 
sake he now escape punishment, he will not 
always avoid justice ; for his evil conduct, on 
some other occasion, will be his ruin.” 

8. When David had said this, he dismissed 
the woman. But when slie came home and 
i found ber husband feasting with a great com- 
pany, and oppressed with wine, she said no 
thing to him then about w'hat had happened ; 
but on the next day, when he was sober, she 
told him all the particulars, and made his 
whole body to appear like that of a dead man 
by her words, and by that grief which arose 
from them ; so Nabal survived ten days, and 
no more, and then died. And when David 
heard of his death, he said that God had justly 
avenged him of this man, fur that Nabal had 
died by his ow'ii wickedness, and had suffered 
punishment on his account, while be had kept 
his own hands clean. At which time he un- 
derstood that the wicked are prosecuted by 
God ; that be docs not overlook any man, 
but bestows on the good what is suitable to 
them, and inflicts a deserved punishment on 
the wicked. So he sent to Nabal’s wife, and 
invited her to come to him, to live with him, 
and to be his wife. Whereupon she replied 
to tliose that came, that she was not wortliy 

t In thjs and the two next section.s, we may perceive 
how Josephus, nay. how Abigail herself, would under- 
stand. the " not avenging ourselves, but heaping coals 
of fire on the head of the injurious" (Prov. xxv. 22; 
Rom. xii. 20) ; not as we commonl/do now. of meic- 
ing them into kindness, but of leaving them to the Judg- 
ment of God, '* to whom vengeance belongeth" (Deut. 
xxxii. 35 : Psal. xciv. 1 : Heb. x, 3u), and who will take 
vengeance on the wicked. And since all God’s judgments 
are just, and all fit to be executed, and all at length for 
the good of the persons punished. I incline to think that 
to be the meaning of this phrase of '* heaping coals of 
fire on their heads.” 

I We may note here, that how sacred soever an oath 
was esteemed among the people of God in old times, 
they did not think it obligatory where the action was 

E lainly unlawful. For so we see it was In this case of 
lavid. who. although he had sworn to destroy Nabal and 
his family, yet does he here, and 1 Sam. xxv. 32.— ^4, 
bless God for preventing his keeping his oath, and from 
shedding of blood as he had swom to da 
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to touch his feet*, however, sie came, with 
all her servants, and became his wife, having 
received that honour on account of her wise 
and righteous course of life. She also ob- 
tained the same honour partly on account of 
her beauty. Now David had a wife before, 
whom he married from the city Abesar ; for 
as to Michal, the daughter of king Saul, who 
had been David s wife, her father had given 
her in marriage to Phalti, the son of Laish, 
who was of the city of Gallim. 

9. After this came certain of the Ziphites, 
and told Saul that David was come again in- 
to their country, and, if he would afford them 
nis assistance, they could catch him. So he 
came to them with three thousand armed 
men ; and upon the approach of night, he 
pitched his camp at a certain place called Ila- 
chilah. But w'hen David heard that Saul was 
coming against him, he sent spies, and bid 
Uiern let him know to what place of the coun- 
try Saul was already come; and when they 
told him that he was at Hachilah, he conceal- 
ed his going away from his companions, and 
came to Saul’s camp, having taken with him 
Abishai, his sister Zeruiab's son, and Abime- 
lech the Hittitc. Now Saul was asleep, and 
tlie armed men, with Abner their commander, 
lay round about him in a circle. Hereupon 
David entered into the king’s tent ; but be 
did neither kill Saul, though he knew wdiere 
he lay, by the spear that was stuck down by 
him, nor did he give leave to Abishai, who 
would have killed him, and was earnestly 
b*- at upon it so to do ; for he said it was 
horrid eriinc to kill one that was ordained 
king by God, although he was a wicked man ; 
fur that he who gave him the dominion would 
in time inflict punishment upon him. So he 
restrained his eagerness ; but that it might 
appear to have been in his power to have 
killed him when he refrained from it, he 
took his spear, and the cruse of water which 
stood by Saul as he lay asleep, without being 
perceived by any in the camp, who w'ere all 
asleep, and went securely away, having per- 
formed ^very thing among the king’s atten- 
dants that the opportunity afforded, and his 
boldness encouraged him to do. So when 
he had passed over a brook, and was gotten 
up to the top of a hill, w'hence he might be 
sufficiently lieard, he cried aloud to Saul’s 
soldiers, and fo Abner their commander, and 
awaked them out of their sleep, and called 
both to him and to the people. Hereupon 
the commander heard him, and asked who it 
was that called him. To whom David re- 
plied,—** It is I, the son of Jesse, whom you 
make a vagabond. But what is the matter? 
Dost thou, that art a man of so great dignity, 
and of the first rank in the king’s court, take 
to little care of thy master’s body ? and is 
sleep of more consequence to thee than his 
preservation and thy care of him ? This ne- 
gligence of yours deserves death, and punish- 
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ment to be inflicted on you, who never per« 
ceived when, a little while ago, some of us 
entered into your camp, nay, as far as to the 
king himself, and to all the rest of you. If 
thou look for the king’s spear and his cruse 
of water, thou wilt learn w hat a mighty mis- 
fortune was ready to overtake you in your very 
camp without your knowing it.” Now when 
Saul knew David’s voice, and understood that 
when he had him in his power while he was 
asleep, and his guards took no care of him, 
yet did not he kill him, but spared him, when 
he might justly have cut him off, he said that 
he owed him thanks for his preservation ; and 
exhorted him to be of good courage, and not 
be afraid of suffering any mischief from him 
any more, and to return to his own home, for 
he was now persuaded that he did not love 
himself so well as he was loved by him : that 
he had driven away him that could guard 
liim, and had given many demonstrations of 
his good-will to him : that he had forced him 
to live so long in a state of banishment, and 
in great fears of his life, destitute of his friends 
ind his kindred, while still he w'as often saved 
by lum, and frequently received bis life again 
when it was evidently in danger of perishing. 
So David bade them send for the spear and 
the cruse of water, and take them back ; add- 
ing this withal. That God w ould be the judge 
of both their dispositions, and of the actions 
that flowed from the same, ** who knows that 
when it was this day in my power to have 
killed thee, 1 abstained from it.” 

10. 7'hus Saul having escaped the hands 
of David twice, he went his way to his roya 
palace, and his own city : but David wl 
afraid, that if he staid tliere he should, be 
caught by Saul ; so he thought it better to 
go up into the land of the Philistines and 
abide there. Accordingly he came with the 
six hundred men that were with him to Ach- 
: ish, the king of Gath, which was one of their 
; five cities. Now the king received both him 
and his men, and gave them a place to inhabit 
lin. He had with him also his two wives, 

I Ahinoam and Abigail ; and he dwelt in Gath. 
But when Saul heard this, he took no farther 
' care about sending to him, or going after him, 
because he had been twice in a manner caught 
by him, while he was himself endeavouring to 
I catch him. However, David had no mind to 
continue in the city of Gath, but desired the 
I king, that since he had received him with 
such humanity, that he would grant him ano- 
ther favour, and bestow upon him some place 
of that country for his habitation, for he was 
ashamed, by living in the city, to be grievous 
and burdensome to^ him. So Achisii gave 
him a certain village called Ziklag; which 
place David and his sons were fond of when 
he was king, and reckoned it to be their pe- 
culiar inheritance. But about those matters 
we shall give the reader farther information 
elsewhere. Now the time that David dwelt 
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in Ziklag, in the land of the Philistines, was 
four montlis and twenty days. And now he 
privately attacked those Geshurites and Ama- 
lekites that were neighbours to the Philistines, 
and laid waste their country, and took much 
prey of their beasts and camels, and then re- 
turned home ; but David abstained from the 
men, as fearing they should discover him to 
king Acliish ; yet did he send part of the 
prey to him as a free gift. And when the 
king inquired whom they had attacked when 
tliey brought away the prey, he said, those 
that lay to the south of the Jews, and inha- 
bited in the plain ; whereby he persuaded 
Achish to approve of what he had done, for 
he hoped that David had fought against his 
own nation, and that now he should have 
him fur his servant all his life long, and that 
he would slay in his country. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

KOW SAUL, UPON GOD’S NOT ANSWERING HIM 
CONCERNING THE EIGHT WITH THE PHILIS" 
TINFIS, UESIllEU A NECROMANTIC WOMAN TO 
RAISE UP THE SOUL OF SAMUEL TO HIM ; 
AND HOW HE DIED, WITH HIS SONS, UPON 
THE OVERTHROW OF THE HEBREWS IN BAT- 


§ 1. About the same time the Philistines re- 
solved to make war against the Israelites, and 
sent to all their confederates that they would 
go along with them to the w^ar to Rcggan, 
[near the city Shunem], whence they might 
gather themselves together and suddenly at- 
tack the Hebrews. Then diu Achish, the king 
of Gath, desire David to assist them with his 
armed men against the Hebrews. This he 
readily promised ; and said that the time was 
now come wherein he might requite him for 
his kindness and hospitality ; so the king pro- 
mised to make him the keeper of his body after 
the victory, supposing that the battle with tiie 
enemy succeeded to their mind ; which pro- 
mise of honour and confidence lie made on 
purpose to increase his zeal for his service. 

2. Now Saul, the king of the Hebrews, had 
cast out of the country the fortune-tellers, and 
the necromancers, and all such as exercised 
the like arts, excepting the prophets ; but 
when he heard that the Philistines were al- 
ready come, and had pitched tlieir camp near 
the city Shuneip, situate in the plain, he made 
haste to oppose them with his forces ; and 
when he was comp to a certaih mountain called 
Gilboa, he pitened his camp over-against the 
enemy ; but when he saw the enemy's army 
he was greatly troubled, because it appeared 
to him to be numerous, 'md superior to his 
own ; and he enquired God by the prophets 
concerning the battle, tiiat he might know be. 
farehaad what would be the event of it; and 
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when God did not answer him, Saul was un< 
der a still greater dread, and liis courage fell, 
foreseeing, as w'ls but reasonable to suppose, 
that mischief would befal him, now God was 
not there to assist him ; yet did he bid his ser. 
vants to enquire out for him some woman that 
w'as a necromancer, and called up the souls 
of the dead, that so he might know whether 
his affairs would succeed to his mind ; for this 
sort of necromantic women that bring up the 
souls of the dead, do by them fortell futuiu 
events to such as desire them. And one of 
his servants told him that there was such a 
woman in the city Endor, but was known to 
nobody in the camp ; licreupon Saul put oft 
his royal apparel, and took two of those his 
servants with him, whom he knew to be most 
faithful to him, and came to Endor to the 
woman, and entreated her to act tlic part of a 
fortune-teller, and to bring up such a soul to 
him as he should name to her. But when 
the woman opposed his motion, and said. She 
did not despise the king, who had banished 
this sort of fortune-tellers, and that he lid not 
do well himself, when she had done him no 
harm, to endeavour to lay a snare for her, and 
to discover that she exercised a forbidden art, 
in order to procuie her to be punished, — he 
sware that nobody should know what she did; 
and that he would not tell any one else what 
she foretold, but that she should incur no 
danger. As soon as he had induced her bv 
this oath to fear no harm, he bade her bring 
up to him Uic soul of Samuel. She not know., 
ing who Samuel was, called him out of 
Hades. When he appeared, and the woman 
saw one that was venerable, and of a divine 
form, she was in disorder, and, being astonish- 
ed at tiie sight, she said , — ** Art not tiiou 
king Saul?” for Samuel had informed her 
w'ho he was. When he had owned that to be 
true, and bad asked her whence her disorder 
arose, she said, that she saw a certain ])er:iOu 
ascend, who in his form was like to a god. 
And when he bid her tell him what he re- 
sembled, in what habit he appeared, and of 
what age he was, she told him he was an old 
man already, and of a glorious personage, and 
had on a sacerdotal mantle. So the king dis- 
covered by thefe signs that he was Samuel ; 
and he fell down upon the ground and saluted^ 
and worshipped him. And when the soul of 
Samuel asked him why he bad disturbed him, 
and caused him to be brought up, he lamented 
the necessity' he was under; for he said, that 
his enemies pressed heavily upon him ; that 
he was in distress what to do in his present 
circumstances ; that he was forsaken of God, 
and could obtain no prediction of what was 
coming, neither by prophets nor by dreams ; 
and that “ these were the reasons why 1 have 
recourse to tliee, who always tookest e. re of 
me.’* But • Samuel, seeing that the end of 

* This history oi' Saul’s consultation, not with a witcli, 
as wc render the Hebrew wonl here, but witli a necaro- 
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Saul’s life was come, said, — “ It is in vain for that she had had no acquaintance with ; but 
thee to desire to learn of me any thing farther, she had compassion upon him, and comforted 
when God hath forsaken thee : however, hoar him, and exhorted him to do what he was 


what r say, that David is to be king, and to 
finish this war with good success; and thou 
art to lose thy dominion and thy life, because 
tliou didst not obey God in the war with the 
Amalekitcs, and hast not kept his command- 
ments, as I foretold thee while I was alive. 
Know, therefore, tliat the people shall be made 
subject to their enemies, and that thou, with 
Ihy sons, shall fall in the battle to-morrow, 
and thou shaltthcn be w'ith me [in Hades].** 
3. When Saul heard this, he could not 
speak for grief, and fell dow'n on the floor, 
whether it were from the sorrow that arose 
upon what Samuel had said, or from his emp- 
tiness, for he had taken no food the forego- 
ing day nor night, he easily fell quite down : 
and when with difficulty he had recovered 
himself, the woman w'ould force him to eat, 
begging this of him as a favour on account of 
her concern in that dangerous instance of for- 
tune-telling, w'hich it was not lawful for hc^to 
have done, because of the fear she was under of 
the king, while she knew not who he was, yet 
did she undertake it, and go through with it; 
on which account she entreated him to admit 
•hat a table and food might b*.* set before him, 
that he might recover his strength, and so get 
safe to his own camp. And when he oppos- 
ed her motion, and entirely rejected it, by rea- 
son of his anxiety, she forced him, and at last 
persuaded him to it. Now she had one calf 
that she was very fond of, and one that she 
took a great dej’.l of care of, and fed it herself, 
for she was a woman that got her living by 
the labour of her own hands, and had no other 
possession but that one calf; this she killed, 
and made ready its flesh, and set it before his 
servants and himself. So Saul came to th' 
camp while it was yet night. 

4. Now it is but just to recommend the ge- 
nerosity of this woman, • because when the 
king had forbidilen her to use that art whence 
her circumstances were bettered and improved, 
and when she had never seen the king before 
she still did not remember to his disadvantagi 
that he had condemned her sort of learning, 
and did not refuse him as a stranger, and on< 

inancer, as tlie wliole history snows, is easrly understood, 
c.<peciaUy if we consult the RecoLaiitions of Clement, b. 
i. chap. V, at large, anil more briefly, and nearer th 
days of Samuel, Kcclus. xlvi. 20. *• Samuel prophesie 

after his death, aim showed the king his end, and liftui 
his voice from the earth in propheev," to blot out “ thi 
wickedness of the people.” Nor does the exactness o 
theaceomplishmentof this prediction, the very next day 
pennit us to suppose any imposition u]}on Saul in tlii 

S resent history ; for also all modern hypotheses agains 
le natural sense of such ancient and authentichistc 
rics I take them to be of very small value or consider- 
ation. 

* These mreat commendations of this nccromantit 
ivoman of Endor. imd of .Saul’.s martial courage, when 
vet he knew should die in the battle, are somewhal 
unusual digressions in .loscphus. Tliey seem to me 
extracted from some si)i;cchcs or declamations of hi 
composed formerly, in liie way of oratory, that lay b 
him, and which he thought tit to insert upon this oe 
•ion. bee before on Aniiq. b. i ch. vi sei't* 8* 


:reat!y averse to, and offered him the only 
Feature she had, as a poor woman, and that 
‘arnestly, and with great humanity, whi^e she 
lad no requital made her for her kindness, 
lor hunted after any future favour from him, 
or she knew he was to die ; whereas men are 
laturally either ambitious to please those tliat 
icstow benefits upon them, or are very ready 
o serve those from whom they may receive 
ome advantage. It would be well therefore 
o imitate the example of this woman, and to 
lo kindnesses to all such as are in want; and 
:o think that nothing is better, nor more be- 
coming mankind, than such a general benefi- 
:ence, nor what w'ill sooner render God fa- 
ourablc, and ready to bestow good things 
upon us. And so far may suffice to have 
poken concerning this woman. But I shall 
.peak farther upon another subject, which 
will afford me an opportunity of discoursing 
on what is for the advantage of cities, and 
people, and nations, and suited to tlie taste of 
jood men, and will encourage them all in tha 
prosecution of virtue, and is capable of show- 
ing them the method of acquiring glory, and 
an everlasting fame; and of imprinting in 
;he kings of nations, and the rulers of cities, 
rreat inclination and diligence of doing well; 
as also of encouraging them to undergo dan- 
gers, and to die for their countries, and of in- 
structing them how to despise all the mos* 
terrible adversities ; and I have a fair occa- 
sion oilcred^me to enter on such a discourse 
by Saul the king ^of the Hebrews; for al- 
though he knew what was coming upon him* 
and that he was to die immediately by the 
prediction of the prophet, he did not resolve 
to fly from death, nor so far to indulge the 
love of life as to betray his own people to the 
enemy, or to bring a disgrace on bis royal 
dignity ; but, exposing himself, as well as all 
his family and children to dangers, he thought 
it a brave thing to fall together with them, as 
he was fighting for his subjects, and that it 
was better his sons should die thus, showing 
their courage, than to leave them to their un- 
certain conduct afterward, while, instead of 
succession and posterity, they gained com- 
mendation and a lasting name. Such a one 
alone seems to me to be a just, a courageous, 
and a prudent man ; and when any one has 
arrived at these dispositions, or shall hereaf- 
ter arrive at them, he is the man tliat ought 
to be by all honoured with the testimony of a 
virtuous or courageous man ; for as to those that 
go out to war with hopes of success, and that 
they shall return safe, supposing they should 
have performed some glorious action, 1 think 
those do not do well who call those valiant 
men, as so many historians, and other writers 
who treat of them are wont to do, although I 
confess those do iust’y deserve some commao- 
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dation also ; but those only may be styled 
courageous and bold in great undertakings 
and despisers of adversities, who imitate Saul 
for as for those that do not know what the even 
of war will be as to themselves, and thougl] 
they tiot faint in it, but deliver themselves 
up to uncertain futurity, and are tossed this 
way and that way, this is not so very eniineni 
an instance of a generous mind, al thougl 
they happen to perform many great exploits : 
but when men’s minds expect no good event, 
but they know beforehand they must die, and 
that they must undergo that death in the 
battle also, after this, neither to be aflrighted 
nor to be astonished at the terrible fate that i; 
coming, hut to go directly upon it when they 
know it beforehand, — this it is that I esteem 
the character of a man truly courageous. Ac- 
cordingly this Saul did, and thereby demon- 
strated, that all men who desire fame after 
they are dead, are so to act as they may ob- 
tain the same : this especially concerns kings, 
who ought not to think it enough in their 
high stations that they are not wdeked in the 
government of their subjects, but to be no more 
than moderately good to them. 1 could say 
more than this about Saul and his courage, 
the subject aiibrding matter sufficient; but 
that I may not appear to run out improperly 
in bis commendation, I return again to that 
history from which I made this digression. 

5. Now when the Philistines, as 1 said be- 
fore, bad pitched their camp, and had taken 
an account of their forces, according to their 
nations, and kingdoms, and governments, 
king Achish came last of all with his own ar- 
my ; after whom came David with his six 
hundred armed men. And when the com- 
manders of the Philistines saw him, they asked 
the king whence these Hebrews came, and at 
whoso invitation. lie answered, That it was 
David, w'ho was fled away from his master 
Saul, and that he had entertained him w'hen 
he came to him, and that now he was willing to 
make him tins requital for his favours, and to 
avenge himself upon Saul, and so was become 
his confederate. The commanders complain 
ed of this, that he had taken him for a confe- 
derate who was an enemy ; and gave him 
counsel to send him away, lest he should un- 
awares do his friends a great deal of mischief, 
by entertaining him, for that he afforded him 
an opportunity of being reconciled to his 
master, by doing a mischief to our army. 
They thereupon desired him, out of a prudent 
foresight of this, to send him away with his 
six hundred armed men, to the place he had 
given him for his habitation ; for that this was 
that David whom the virgins celebrated in 
their hymns, as having destroyed many ten 
thousands of the Philisiines. When the king 
of Gath heard this, he thought they spake 
well ; so he called David, and said to him, 
** As for myself, i t.. ■. hear witness that thou 
hast shown great diligence and kindness about 


me, and on that account it was that I took 
thee for my confederate; however, what I 
have done does not please the commanders of 
the Philistines, go therefore within a* day’s 
time to the place 1 have given thee, without 
suspecting any harm, and there keep iny 
country, lest any of our enemies should make 
an incursion upon it, which will be one part 
of that assistance which I expect from thee.” 
So David came to Ziklag, as the king of Gatli 
bade him ; but it happened, that while he was 
gone' to the assistance of the Philistines, the 
Ainalekites had made an incursion, and taken 
Ziklag before, and had burnt it ; and when 
they had taken a great deal of other prey out 
of that place, and out of the other parts of the 
Philistines* country, they departed. 

6. Now when David found that Ziklag 
was laid waste, and that it was all spoiled, 
and that as well his own wives, who were two, 
as the wives of his companions, with their 
children, were made captives, he presently 
rent his clothes, weeping and lamenting, to- 
gether with his friends ; and indeed he was 
so cast down with these misfortunes, that at 
length tears themselves failed him. He was 
also in danger of being stoned to death by his 
companions, who w'cre greatly afflicted at the 
captivity of their wives and children, for they 
laid the blame upon bim of what had happen- 
ed; but when he had recovered himself out 
of his grief, and had raised up his mind to 
God, he desired the high-priest Abiathar to 
put on his sacerdotal garments, and to en- 
quire of God, and to prophecy to him, Whe- 
ther God would grant, that if he pursued after 
the Amalekitcs, he should overtake them, and 
save their wives and their children, and avenge 
himself on the enemies?-— and when the high- 
priest bade lum to pursue after them, he 
marched apace, w'ith his four hundred men, af- 
ter the enemy ; and when he was come to a cer- 
tain brook called Besor, and had lighted upon 
one that \vas wandering about, an Egyptian 
by birth, w ho was almost dead with want and 
famine (for he had continued wandering about 
without food in the wilderness three days), he 
first of all gave him sustenance, both meat 
and drink, and thereby refreshed him. He 
then asked him to whom he belonged, and 
whence he came. Whereupon the man told 
him he was an Egyptian by birth, and was 
'eft behind by his master, because he was so 
>ick and weak that he could not follow him. 
He also informed him that he was one of those 
who had burnt and plundered, not only othei 
parts of Judea, but Ziklag itself also. So 
David made use of him as a guide to And 
out the Amalekites ; and when he had over- 
aken them, as they lay scattered about on 
.he ground, some at dinner, some disordered, 
and entirely drunk with w'ine, and in the frui- 
tion of their spoils and their prey, he fell upon 
:hem on the sudden, and made a great slaugh- 
ter among them, for they were naked, and ex* 
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pccted no such thing, biit had betaken them- 
selves to drinking and feasting, and so they 
were ali easily destroyed. Now some of them 
that were overtaken as they lay at the table, 
were slain in that posture; and their blood 
brought up with it their meat and their drink. 
They slew others of them as they were drink- 
ing to one another in their cups; and some 
of them when their full bellies had made them 
fall asleep ; and for so many as had time to 
put on their armour, they slew them with the 
sword, with no less ease than they did those 
that were naked ; and for the partisans of Da- 
vid, they continued also the slaughter from 
the first hour of the day to the evening, so 
that there were not above four hundred of the 
Amalekites left; and they only escaped by 
getting upon their dromedaries and camels. 
Accordingly David recovered not only all the 
other spoils which the enemy had carried a- 
way, but his wives also, and the wives of his 
companions; but wlien they were come to the 
place whore they had left the two hundred 
men, which were not able to follow them, but 
were left to take care of the stuff, the four 
hundred men did not think fit to divide among 
them any other parts of what they had got- 
ten, or of the prey, since they did not accom- 
pany them, but pretended to be feeble, and 
did not follow them in the pursuit of the ene- 
my, but said they should be contented to have 
safely recovered their wives; yet did David 
pronounce that this opinion of theirs was evil 
and unjust, and that when God had granted 
them such a favour, that they had avenged 
themselves on their enemies, and had recovered 
all that belonged to themselves, they should 
maki an equal distribution of what they had 
gotten to all, because the rest had tarried be- 
hind to guard their stuff; and from that time 
this law obtained among them, that those who 
guarded the stuff should receive an equal 
share with those that had fought in the battle. 
Now when David was edme to Ziklag, he 
sent portions of the spoils to all that had been 
familiar w'ith him, and to his friends in the 
tribe of Judah ; and thus ended the affairs of 
the plundering of Ziklag, and of the slaugh- 
ter of the Amalekites. 

7. Now upon the Philistines joining battle, 
there followed a sharp engagement, and the 
Philistines became the conquerors, and slew 
a great number of their enemies ; but Saul 
the king of Israel, and his sons, fought cou- 
rageously, and with the utmost alacrity, as 
knowing that their entire glory lay in nothing 
else but dying honourably, and exposing 
themselves to the utmost danger from the 
enemy (for tliey bad nothing else to hope for) ; 
so they brought upon themselves the whole 
pow'er of the enemy, till they were encompassed 
round and slain, but not before they had kill- 
ed many of the Piiilistines. Now the sons of 
Saul were Jonathan, and Abitiadab, and Mai-, 
chisua; a id when these were slain, the mul-i 
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titude of the Hebrews were put to flight, and 
all was disorder, and confusion, and slaugh- 
ter, upon the Philistines pressing in upon 
them. But Saul himself fled, having a strong 
body of soldiers about him ; and upon the 
Philistines sending after him those that threw • 
javelins and shot arrows, he lost all his com- 
pany except a few. As for himself he fought 
with great bravery ; and when he had receiv- 
ed so many wounds that he was not able to 
bear up, nor to oppose any longer, and yet 
was not able to kill himself, he bid his armour- 
bearer to draw his sword and run him through, 
before the enemy should take him alive. But 
his armour-bearer not daring to kill his mas- 
ter, he drew his own sword, and placing him- 
self over-against its point, he threw himself 
upon it ; and when he could neither ruff it 
through him, nor, by leaning against it, make 
the sword pass through him, he turned him 
round, and asked a certain young man that 
stood by, who he was ; and when he under- 
stood that he was an" Amalekite, he desired 
him to force the sword through him, because 
he was not able to do it with his own hands, 
and thereby to procure him such a death as 
he desired. This the young man did accord- 
ingly ; and he took the golden bracelet that 
was on Saul’s arm, and his royal croxvn that 
was on his liead, and ran away. And when 
Saul’s armour-bearer saw that he was slain, 
he killed himself ; nor did any of the king’s 
guards escape, but they all fell upon the moun- 
tain called Gilboa. But when those Hebrews 
that dwelt ill the valley beyond Jordan, and 
those who had their cities in the plain, heard 
that Saul and his sons were fallen, and that 
the multitude about them were destroyed, 
they left their own cities, and fled to such as 
were the best fortitied and fenced ; and the 
Philistines finding those cities deserted, came 
and dwelt in them. 

8. On the next day, when the Philistines 
came to strip their enemies that were slain, 
they got the bodies of Saul and of his sons, 
and stripped them, and cut off their heads. 
And they sent messengers all about their 
country, to acquaint them that their enemies 
were fallen ; and they dedicated their armour 
in the temple of Astarte, but hung their bo- 
dies on crosses at the walls of the city Beth- 
shan, which is now called Scythopolis. But 
when the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead heard 
that they had dismembered the dead bodies 
of Saul and of his sons, they deemed it so 
horrid a thing to overlook this barbarity, and 
to suffer them to be without funeral rites, that 
the most courageous and hardy among them 
(and indeed that city had in it men that were 
very stout both in body and mind) journeyed 
all night, and came to Bethshan, and ap- 
proached to the enemy’s wall, and taking 
down the bodies of Saul and of liis sons, they 
carried them to Jabesh, while the enemy were 
not able enough, nor bold enough, to hinder 
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them, because of their great courage; so the 
))eople of Jabesh wept all in general, and 
buried their bodies in the best place of their 
country, which was called Aroura ; and tliey 
observed a ])iihlic mourning for them seven 

days, with their wives and children, lieating ^ 

their breasts, and lamenting the king and his ; eighteen years while Samuel was alive, and 
sons, without tasting cither meat or drink* after his death two [and twenty], ended his 
[till the evening]. life in this manner. 

9. To this his sad end did Saul come, ac- , 
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cording to the prophecy of Samuel, because he 
disobeyed the commands of God about the Ama- 
lekites, and on the account of his destroying 
the family of Ahimelech, die high>pricst, with 
Ahimclech himself, and the city of the high^ 
priests. Now Saul, when he had reigned 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FORTY YEARS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF SAUL TO THE DEATH OF DAVID. 


CHAPTER I. 


HOW DAVID IVEIGNED OVER ONE TU1HE AT HE- 
BRON, WHILE THE SON OF SAUL REIGNED 
OVER THE REST OF THE MUI.TITUUK ; AND 
riOW, IN THE CIVIL WAR WHICH THEN 
AROSE, ASAIIEL AND ABNER WERE SLAIN. 


§ 1. This fight proved to be on the same day 
whereon David was come back to Ziklag, 
after he had overcome the Amalckites. Now 
when he had been already two days at Zik- 
lag, there came to liim the man who slew 
&iul, which was the third day after the tight. 
He had escaped out of the l)attle which the 
Israelites had w’itli the Phil i.'^ti lies, and had 
his clothes rent, and ashes upon liis head. 
And when he made his obeisance to David, 
he inquired of liim whence he came. He 
replied, from the battle of the Israelites : and 
he informed him that the end of it was unfor- 
tunate, many ten thousands of the Israelites 
having been cut off, and Saul, together witJi 


* This way of speaking in Jo.-.ephiis, of fasting 
seven days without meat or drink,” is almost like that 
of St. Paul, Acts xxvii, US ; “ This day is the four- 
teenth day that ye have tarried and continued faNtiiig, 
having taken nothing aiui as the nature of the tiling, 
and the impossibility of strictly fasting so long, require 
ns here to understand both Joii(;phu8 and the sacrea au- 
thor of this hi.story, 1 Sain, xxx, 13, from whence he 
took it, of only fasting till the evening ; so must we 
understand St. Paul, eitlier that this was really the 
fourteenth day of their tempestuous weatlier in the 
Adriatic Sea, as ver. 27, and that on tliis fourteenth 
day alone they had continued fasting, and had taken 
nothing before tlie evening. Tlic mention of their long 
abstinence, ver. 21, inclines me to believe the former 
explication to be the truth, and that the case was then 
for a fortnight what it m* re for a week, that they 
kept all those days entirely fasts till the evening, but 
not longer. See l udc. xx, 26 ; xxi, 2 ; 1 Sam, xiv, 24 1 
f Sam. i. If; AnUq.l). vii, 'hap. vii, sect. 1. 


his sons, slain. He also said that he could 
well give him this information, because he 
was present at the victory gained over the 
Hebrews, and was with the king when he 
fled. Nor did he deny that he had himself 
slain the king, when he was ready to he taken 
by the enemy, and he himself exliorted him 
to do it, because, when he was fallen on his 
sword, bis great wounds had made him so 
weak that he W’as not able to kill himself. He 
also produced demonstrations that the king 
w'as slain, which w'ere tlie golden bracelets 
that had been on the king’s arms, and his 
crown, which lie had taken away from Saul’s 
dead body, and had brought them to him. So 
David having no longer room to call in ques- 
tion the truth of w hat he said, hut seeing most 
evident marks that Saul was dead, he rent his 
garments, and continued all that day, with his 
companions, in weeping and lamentation. Tliis 
grief was augmented by the consideration of 
Jonathan, the son of Saul, who had been his 
most faithful friend, and the occasion of his 
own deliverance. He also demonstrated him- 
self to have sucli great virtue, and such great 
kindness for Saul, as not only to take his death 
to heart, though lie Jiad been itfVcqucntly in 
danger of lo.sing his life by his means, but to 
punish him that slew him : for when David 
had said to him, that he was become his own 
accuser, as the very man who had slain the 
king, and when he understood that lie was the 
son of an Amalekite, he commanded him to 
be slain. He also committed to w’ritingsome 
lamentations and funeral commendations of 
Saul and Jonathan, which have continued to 
my ow'u age. 

2. Now wlien David had paid these ho- 
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Hours to the king, he left off his mourning, 
and inquired of God, by the prophet, which 
of the cities of tlie tribe of Judah he would 
bestow upon him to dwell in ; who answered 
that he bestowed upon iiim Hebron. So he 
left Ziklag and came to Hebron, and took 
with him his wives, who w'ere in number two, 
and his armed men ; whereupon all the people 
of the foremen tioned tribe came to him, and 
ordained him their king. But when he heard 
that the inliabitanis of Jabesh -Gilead had bu- 
ried Saul and his sons (honourably], he sent 
tj them and commended them, and took what 
they had done kindly, and promised to make 
them amends for their care of those that were 
dead ; and at the same time he informed them 
that the tribe of Judah had chosen him for 
their king. 

3. But as soon as Abner, the son of Ner, 
who was general of Saul’s army, and a very 
dciive man, and good-natured, knew that the 
king and Jonathan, and his two other sons, 
were fallen in the battle, he made haste into 
tile camp ; and, taking away witli him the re- 
maining son of Saul, whose name was Ish- 
bosheth, he passed over to the land beyond 
Jordan, and ordained him the king of the 
whole multitude, excepting the tribe of Ju- 
dah ; and made his royal seat in a place called 
in our language Mahamiimy liut in the lan- 
guage of the Grecians, 'The Camps; from 
whence Abner made haste with a select body 
of soldiers, to fight with such of the tribe of 
Judah as wen; disposed to it, for he was angry 
that this tribe, had set up David for their king; 
but Joab, whose father was Suri, and his mo- 
tlier Zeruiah, David’s sister, who was general 
of David’s army, met him, according to Da- 
vid’s appointment. He had with him his bre- 
thren, Abishai and Asahcl, as also all David’s 
armed men. Now when he met Abner at a cer- 
tain fountain, in the city of Gibeon, he prepar- 
ed to fight ; and when Abner said to him that 
he had a >, to know which of them had the 
more valiant soldiers, it was agreed between 
tliem that twelve soldiers of each side should 
fight together. So iliose that were chosen out 
by both the generals for this fight, came be- 
tween the two armies, and throwing their 
lances one against the other, they drew their 
sw'ords, and catching one another by the bead, 
they held one another fast, and ran each other’s 
swords into tlieir sides and groins, until they 
all, as it were by mutual agreemeiit, perislicd 
together. When these were fallen down dead, 
the rest of the army came to a sore battle, and 
Abner’s men wx*re beaten ; and when they 
were beaten, Joab did not leave off pursuing 
them, but he pressed upon them, and excited 
die soldiers to follow them close, and not to 
grow^ weary of killing them. His brethren 
also pursued them w ith great alacrity, especi- 
ally the younger Asahcl, who was tlie most 
eminent of them. He was very famous for 
Ws swiftness of foot, for he could not only be 
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too* bard for men, but is reported to liavQover- 
[ run a horse, when they had a race together. 
This Asahel ran violently after Abner, and 
would not turn in the least out of the straiglit 
I way, either to the one side or to the other. 
Hereupon Abner turned back, and attempted 
artfully to avoid his violence. Sometimes he 
bade him leave off the pursuit, and take tlie 
armour of one of his soldiers ; and sometimes, 
w'hcn he could not persuade him so to do, he 
exhorted him to restrain himself, and not to 
pursue him any longer, lest he should force 
him to kill him, and he should then not be 
able to look liis brother in the face ; but when 
Asahel would not admit of any persuasions, 
but still continued to pursue him, Abner smote 
him with his spear, as he held it in his flight, 
and that by a back-stroke, and gave him a 
Jcadly wound, so that he died immediately; 
but those that were with him pursuing Abner, 
when they came to the place where Asahel lay, 
they stood round about the dead body, and 
left oH' the pursuit of the enemy. However, 
both Juab * himself, and his brother Abishai, 
ran past the dead corpse, and making their 
anger at the death of Asahel an occasion of 
greater zeal against Abner, they went on with 
incredible haste and alacrity, and pursued 
Abner to a certain place called Ammah : it 
was about sun-set. Then did Juab ascend a 
certain hill, as he stood at that place, having 
the tribe of Benjamin with him, whence he 
took a view of them^ and of Abner also. 
Hereupon Abner cried aloud, and said that i^ 
was not 11*1 that they should irritate men of the 
>ame nation to fight so bitterly one against 
another ; that as for Asahel his brother, he was 
himself in the wrong, when he would not 
advised by him not to pursue liiin any farther, 
which was the occasion of his wounding and 
deatli. So Joab consented to what he said,- 
and accepted these w ords as an excuse [about 
Asahel], and called the soldiers back witli the 
sound of the trumpet, as a signal for their 
retreat, and thereby put a stop to any farther 
pursuit. After which Joab pitched his camp 
there that night ; but Abner marched all that 
night, and passed over the river Jordan, and 
came to Ishhosheth, Saul’s son, to Mahanaim. 
On the next day Joab counted the dead men, 
and took care of all their funerals. Now there 
were slain of Abner’s soldiers about three 
hundred and sixty; but of those of David 
nineteen, and Asahel, whose body Joab and 
Abishai carried to Bethlehem ; and w'hen they 
had buried him in the sepulchre of their fa 
thers, they came to David to Hebron. From 
this time, therefore, they began an intestine 
war, which lasted a great while, in which the 
followers of David grew stronger in the dang- 
ers they underwent ; and the servants and tub- 

• U ought to be hero noted that Joab, Abishai, ana 
Asahel, were all three David’s nephews, the sous of tus 
sister Zeruiah, as 1 Citron, ii, 16 ; and that Amasa was 
also his nephew by his oUier sister Abigail, \er. 17 



184 . 


BOOK VII. 


ANTIQUITIES 

jects 'of Saul's sons did almost every day be- 
come weaker. 

4, About this time David was become the 
father of six sons, born of as many mothers. 
The eldest was by Ahinoam, and he was call- 
ed Ammon ; the second was Daniel, by his 
wife Abigail ; the name of the third was Ab- 
salom, by Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, 
king of Geshur; the fourth he named Ado- 
nijah, by his wife Ilaggitli ; the fifth was 
Siiepiiatiah, by Abitail ; the sixth he called 
Ithream, by Eglali. Now while this intes- 
tine war went on, and the subjects of the two 
kings came frequently to action and to fight- 
ing, it was Abner, the general of the host of 
Saul's son, who, by his prudence, and the 
great interest he had among the multitude, 
made them all continue with Ishbosheth ; and 
indeed it was a considerable time that they 
continued of his party ; but afterwards Abner 
was blamed, and an accusation was laid against 
him, that he went in unto Saul’s concubine : 
her name was Rispah, the daughter of Aiab. 
So when he w'as complained of by Ishbosheth, 
he was very uneasy and angry at it, because he 
had not justice done him by Ishbosheth, to 
whom he had shown the greatest kindness j 
whereupon he threatened to transfer the king- 
dom to David, and demonstrate that he did 
not rule over the people beyond Jordan by 
his own abilities and wisdom, but by his war- 
like conduct and fidelity in leading his army. 
So he sent ambassadors, to Hebron to David, 
and desired that he would give him security 
upon oath that he would esteem his compa- 
nion and his friend, upon condition that he 
should persuade the pcojile to leave Saul’s 
son, and choose him king of the whole coun- 
try ; and w hen David had made that league 
with Abner, for be was pleased with his mes- 
sage to him, he desired that be would give 
this as the first mark of performance of the 
present league, that be might have his wife 
Michal restored to him, as her whom he bad 
purchased with great hazards, and with those 
six hundred heads of the Philistines which he 
had brought to Saul her father. So Ahner 
took JVIichal from Phaitiel, who was then her 
husband, and sent her to David, Ishbosheth 
himself afibrding him his assistance ; for Da- 
vid had written to him that of right he ought 
to have this his wife restored to him. Abner 
also called together the elders of the multi- 
tude, the commanders and captains of thou- 
sands, and spake thus to them ; That ho had 
formerly dissuaded them from their own re- 
solution, when they were ■ ready to forsake 
Ishbosheth, and to join themselves to David ; 
that, however, he now gi»ve them leave so to 
do, if they had a mind to it, for they knew 
that God had appointed David to be king of 
all tlie Hebrews, by the prophet; and 

bad foretold that he should punish the Phi- 
listines, and overcome them, and bring them | 
under. Now wh'-;i the elders and rulers hoard i 
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this, and understood that Abner was come 
over to those sentiments about the public af. 
fairs which they were of before, they changed 
their measures, and came into David. When 
these men had agreed to Abner’s proposal, he 
called together the tribe of Benjamin, for all 
of that tribe were the guards of Ishbosheth’a 
body, and he spake to them to the same pur- 
pose ; and when he saw that they did not in 
the least oppose what he said, but resigned 
themselves up to his opinion, he took about 
twenty of his friends and came to David, in 
order to receive himself security upon oath 
from him ; for we may justly esteem those 
things to be firmer which every one of us do 
by ourselves, than those which we do by an- 
other. He also gave him an account of what 
he had said to the rulers, and to the whole 
tribe of Benjamin ; and when David had re- 
ceived him in a courteous manner, and had 
treated him with great hospitality for many 
days, Abner, when he was dismissed, desired 
him to permit him to bring the multitude 
with him, that he might deliver up the go- 
vernment to him when David himself was 
present, and a spectator of what was done. 

5. When David had sent Abner away, Jo- 
ab, the general of his army, came immediate- 
ly to Hebron ; and when he had understood 
that Abner liad been with David, and had 
parted with him a little before under leagues 
and agreements that the government should 
be delivered up to David, he feared lest Da- 
vid should place Abner, who had assisted him 
to gain the kingdom, in the first rank of dig- 
nity, especially since he was a shrewd man in 
other respects, in understanding affairs, ana 
in managing them artfully, as proper seasons 
should require, and that lie should himself be 
put lower, and deprived of the command of 
the army ; so he took a knavish and a wicked 
course. In the first place, he endeavoured to 
calumniate Abner to the king, exhorting him 
to have a care of him, and not to give atten- 
tion to what he had engaged to do for him, 
because all he did tended to confirm the go- 
vernment to Saul's son : that he came to him 
deceitfully, and with guile, and was gone a- 
way in hopes of gaining his purpose by this 
management ; but when he could not thus 
persuade David, nor saw him at all exaspera- 
ted, he betook himself to a project bolder 
than the former : — he determimed to kill Ab- 
ner ; and in order thereto, he sent some mes- 
sengers after him, to whom he gave in charge, 
that when they sliould overtake him they 
should recall him in David’s name, and tell 
him that he had somewhat to say to him about 
bis afi'airs, which he had not remembered to 
speak of when he was with him, N.ow when 
Abner heard what the messengers said (for 
they overtook him in a certain place called 
Jicsirat which was distant from Hebron twen- 
ty furlongs), he suspected none of the mis- 
chief which was befalling him, and came back- 
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Hereupon Joab met him in the gate, and re- 1 
ceived him in the kindest manner, as if he 
were Abner’s most benevolent acquaintance 
and friend ; for such as undertake the vilest 
actions, in order to prevent the suspicion of 
any private mischief intended, do frequently 
make the greatest pretences to what really 
good men sincerely do. So he took him aside 
from his own followers, as if he would speak 
with him in private, and brought him into a 
void place of the gate, having himself nobody 
with him but his brother Abishai; then he 
drew his sword, and smote him in the groin ; 
upon which Abner died by this treachery of 
Joab, which, as he said himself, was in the 
way of punishment for his brother Asahel, 
whom Abner smote and slew as he was pur- 
suing after him in the battle of Hebron, but 
as the truth was, out of his fear of losing his 
command of the army, and ln*s dignity with 
the king, and lest he should be deprived of 
those advantages, and Abner should obtain 
tlie first rank in David’s court. By these ex- 
amples any one may learn how many and how 
great instances of wickedness men will ven- 
ture upon for the sake of getting money and 
authority, and that they may not fail of either 
of them ; for as when tliey are desirous of 
obtaining the same, they acquire them by ten 
(liousand evil practices ; so when they are 
afraid of losing them, they get them confirm- 
ed to them by practices much worse than the 
former, as if [no] other calamity so terrible 
could hefal them as the failure of acquiring 
so exalted an authority ; and when they have 
acquired it, and by long custom found the 
sweetness of it, the losing it again : and since 
this last would be the heaviest of all afflictions, 
they of all them contrive and venture upon 
the most diincult actions, out of the fear of 
losing the same. But let it suffice, that I 
have made these short reflections upon that 
subject, 

6. When David heard that Abner was slain, 
it grieve<l his soul ; and he called all men to 
witness, with stretching out his hands to God, 
and crying out that he was not a partaker in 
the murder of Abner, and that his death was 
not procured by his command or approbation. 
He also wished the heaviest curses might light 
upon him that slew him, and upon his whole 
house ; and he devoted those that had assisted 
him in this murder to the same penalties on 
its account; fbr he took care not to appear to 
have had any hand in this murder, contrary 
to the assurances he had given, and the oaths 
he had taken to Abner. However, he com- 
manded all the people to weep and lament 
this man, and to honour his dead body with 
the usual solemnites ; that is, by rending their 
garments, and putting on sackcloth, and that 
this should be the habit in which they should 
go before the bier ; after which he followed 
it himself, with the elders and those that were 
vulers, lamenting Abner, and by his tear« de- 
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I monstrating his good-will towards him whiD 
he was alive, and his sorrow for him now h*) 
was dead, Jnd that he was not taken off with 
his consent. So he buried him at Hebron in 
a magnificent manner, and indited funeral 
elegies for him ; he also stood first over the 
monument weeping, and caused others to do 
the same; nay, so deeply did the death of 
Abner disorder him, that his companions could 
by no means force him to take any food, for 
he affirmed with an oath that he would taste 
nothing till the sun was set. This procedure 
gained him the good-will of the multitude ; 
for such as had an affection for Abner were 
mightily satisfied with the respect he paid him 
when he was dead, and the observation of that 
faith he had plighted to him, which was shown 
in his vouchsafing him all the usual ceremo- 
nies, as if he had been bis kinsman and his 
friend, and not suffering him to be neglected 
and injured with a dishonourable burial, as if 
he bad been his enemy ; insomuch that the 
entire nation rejoiced at the king’s gentleness 
and mildness of disposition, every one being 
ready to suppose that the king would have 
taken the same care of them in the like cir- 
cumstances, which they saw he showed in the 
burial of the dead body of Abner. And in- 
deed David principally intended to gain a good 
reputation, and therefore he took care to do 
what was proper in this case, whence none 
had any suspicion that ho was the author of 
Abner’s death. He also said this to the mul- 
titude, That he was greatly troubled at the 
death of so good a man; and that the af- 
fairs of the Hebrews had suffered great detri- 
ment by being deprived of him, who was of 
so great abilities to preserve them by his ex- 
cellent advice, and by the strength of his hands 
in war. But he added, that “ God, who 
hatli a regard to all mens* actions, will not 
suffer this man [Joab] to go off unrevenged ; 
but know ye, that 1 am not able to do any 
tiling to these sons of Zeruiah, Joab, and Abi- 
shai, who have more power than I have ; but 
God will requite their insolent attempts upon 
tlieir own heads.” And tliis was the fatal 
conclusion of tlie life of Abner. 


CHAPTER II. 

THAT UPON THE SLAUGHTER OF ISHBOSHETH, 
BY THE TREACHERY OF HIS FRIENDS, DAVID 
RECEIVED THE WHOLE KINGDOM. 

§ 1. When Ishbosheth, the sun of Saul, had 
heard of the death of Abner, he took it to 
heart to be deprived of a man that was of his 
kindred, and had indeed given him the king- 
dom, but was greatly afflicted, and Abner’* 
death vnry much troubled him : nor did h6 
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himself outlive any long time, but was treach- 
erously set upon by the sons of Rimmon 
(Baanah and Rechab were their names), and 
was slain by them ; for these being of a family 
of the Benjamites, and of the first rank among 
them, thought that if they should slay fsh- 
bosheth, they should obtain largo presents from 
David, and be made commanders by him, or, 
however, should have some other trust com- 
mitted to them. So when they once found 
him alone, and asleep at noon, in an upper 
room, when none Of his guards were there, and 
w’hen the woman that kept the door was not 
watching, but was fallen asleep also, partly on 
account of the labour she had undergone, and 
partly on account of tiie 1ieat of the day, these 
men went into the room in which Ishbosheth, 
Saul’s son, lay asleep, and slew him ; they | 
also cut off' his head, and took their journey j 
all that night, and the next day, as supposing 
tiiemselves flying away from those they had 
injured, to one that would accept of this action 
as a favour, and would afford them security. 
So they came to Hebron, and showed David 
the head of Ishbosheth, and presented them- 
selves to him as his w’cllw ishers, and such as 
had killed one that was his enettiy and anta- 
gonist. Yet David did not relish what they 
had done as they expected, but said to them, 
** You vile wretches, you shall immediately 
receive the punishment you deserve. Did 
not you know what vengeance I executed oiij 
iin that murdered Saul, and brought me his | 
crown of gold, and this while he who made ' 
this slaughter did it as a favour to him, that 
he might not be caught by his enemies ? Or j 
do you imagine that I am altered in my dis- 
position, and suppose that I am not the same 
man I then was, but am pleased with men that 
are wicked doers, and esteem your vile ac- 
tions, when you are become murderers of your 
master, as grateful to me, when you have slain 
a righteous man upon his bed, who never did 
evil to any body, and treated you with great 
good-will and respect ? Wherefore you shall 
suffer the punishment due on his account, and 
the vengeance I ought to inflict upon you for 
killing Ishbosheth, and for supposing that I 
should take his death kindly at your hands; 
for you could not lay a greater blot on my 
honour than by making such a supposal.” 
When David liad said this, he tormented them 
with all sorts of torments, and then put them 
to death ; and he bestowed all accustomed rites 
on the burial of the head of Ishbosheth, and 
laid it in the grave of Abner. 

2. When these things were brought to this 
conclusion, all the principal men of the He- 
brew’ people came to David to Hebron, with 
the heads of thousands, and othei rulers, and 
delivered themselves up to him, putting him 
in mind of tlie good-v, «’! they had borne to 
him in SauPs lifetime, and the respect they 
then had not ceased to pay him when he was 
captain of a thousand, as blso that he was cho- 


sen of God by Samuel the prophet, he and his 
sons * : and declaring besides, how God had 
given him power to save the land of the He- 
brews, and overcome the Philistines. Where- 
upon he received kindly this their alacrity on his 
account; and exhorted them to continue in it, 
for that they should have no reason to repent 
of being thus disposed to him. So when he 
had feasted them, and treated them kindly, he 
sent them out to bring all the people to him ; 
upon which there came to him about six thou- 
sand and eight hundred armed men of the tribe 
of Judah, who bare shields and spears for their 
weapons, for these had [till now] continued 
with Saul’s son, when the rest of the tribe of 
Judah had ordained David for their king. 
There came also seven thsusand and one hun- 
dred out of the tribe of Simeon. Out of the 
tribe of Levi came four thousand and seven 
hundred, having Jehoiada for their Iccader. 
After these came Zadok the high-priest, with 
twenty-two captains of his kindred. Out of 
the tribe of Benjamin the armed men were 
four thousand ; but the rest of the tribe cou- 
tiniicd, still expecting that some one of the 
house of Saul should reign over them. Those 
of the tribe of Ephraim were twenty thousand 
and eight hundred ; and these mighty men of 
valour, and eminent for their strength. Out 
of the half-tribe of Manasseh came eighteen 
thousand of the most potent men. Out of the 
tribe of Issachar came two hundred, who fore- 
knew what was to come hereafter, -j- but o 
armed men twenty thousand. Of the tribe o 
Zehulou fifty thousand chosen men. This 
was the only tribe that came universally in to 
David; and all these had the same Weapons 
I with tile trilM} of Gad. Out of the tribe of 
Naplithali the eminent men and rulers were 
one thousand, whose weapons were shields and 
, spears; and tlic tribe itself follow’ed after, be- 
j 'ng (in a manner) inmiincrable [thirty-seven 
jthousaiur;. Out of the tribe of Dan there 
I were of chosen men twenty -seven thousand 
and six hundred. Out of the tribe of Asher 
j were forty thousand. Out of the tw'o tribes 
that were beyond Jordan, and the rest of the 
tribe of IVIanasseh, such us used sliields, and 
sj)cars, and head-pieces, and sword.v, were an 
hundred and twenty thousand. The rest of 
Uie tribes also made use of swords. This 
multitude came together to Hebron to David, 
with a great quantity of corn and wine, and 

* This may be a true observation of Josephus, that 
Samuel by command from God, entailed tlie crown on 
David and bis posterity; for no farther did that entail 
ever reach,— Solomon himself having never had any 

S romise made him that his posterity should always have 
le r^ht to it. 

t These words of Josephus, concerning the tribe of 
Ii»achar, “ who foreknew what was to come hereafter," 
are best paraphrased by the parallel text (I Chron. xii, 
32); *• Who had understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do that is. Who had so much 
knowledge in astronomy as to make calendars for the 
Israelites, that they might keep their festivals, and 
plough and sow, and gatticr tlieir harvests and vln 
tave in due scasna. 



CHAF. nr. 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 187 


all other sorts of food, and established David 2. When David had cast the Jebusites 
in his kingdom with one consent ; and when out of the citadel, he also rebuilt Jerusalem, 
the people had rejoiced for three days in and named it, The Crty </ Dawid, and abode 
Hebron, David and all the people removed there all the time of his reign : but for the 

and came to Jerusalem. time that he reigned over the tribe of Judah 

only in Hebron, it was seven years and six 

months. Now when he had chosen Jerusa- 
lem to be his royal city, his affairs did more 
CHAPTER III. and more prosper, by the providence of God, 

I who took care that they should improve and 
HOW DAVID LAID STEOK TO JERUSALEM ; AND ; be augmented. Hiram also, the king of the 
WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE CITY, HE CAST | Tyrians, Sent ambassadors to him, and made 
THE CANAANITES OUT OF IT, AND BROUGHT a league of mutual friendship and assistance 
IN THE JJiWS TO INHABIT THEREIN. with him. He also sciit him presents, cedar- 

I trees, and mechanics, and men skilful in build- 
§ 1. Now the Jebusiies, who were the inhabi- 1 ing and architecture, that they might build 
tants of Jerusalem, and were by extraction i him a royal palace at Jerusalem. Now Da- 
Canaanites, shut their gates, and placed the I vid made buildings round about the lower 
blind, and the lame, and all their maimed per- city: he also joined the citadel to it, and 
sons, upon the wall, in way of derision of the made it one body ; and when he had encorn- 
king ; and said, that the very lame themselves passed all with walls, he appointed Joab to 
would hinder his entrance into it. This they take care of them. It was David, therefore, 
did out of contempt of his power, and as de- who first cast the Jebiisites out of Jerusalem, 
pending on the strength of their walls. Da- and called it by his own name. The City of 
vid was hereby enraged, and began the siege Damd ; for under our forefather Abraham it 


of Jerusalem, and employed Iiis utmost dili- 
gence and alacrity therein, as intending, by 
tlie taking of this place, to demonstrate his 
power, and to intimidate all others that might 
be of the like [evil] disposition towards him : | 
so he took the low'er city by force, but the ci- j 
tadcl held out still;* whence it was that thej 
king, knowing that the proposal of dignities 
and rew ards would encourage the soldiers to 
greater actions, promised tliat he who should 
first go over the ditches that were beneath the 
citadtd. and should ascend to the citadel itself 
and take it, should have the command of the 
entire people conferred upon him. So theyj 
all were amldtious to ascend, and thought no| 
pains too great in order to ascend thither, out 
of their desire of the chief command. How- 
ever, Joab, the son of Zerniah, prevented the 
rest; and as sr»on as he was got up to the ci- 
tadel, cried out to tlio king, and claimed the 
chief command. 

* What oui‘ other copies say of Mount Sion, as alone 
properly called the City of David (2 Sain, v, &— 9), and 
of ttiis Its siege and conquest now by David, Josephus 
applies to the whole city Jerusalem,' though including 
the citadel also ; by what authority we do not now know 
-—perhaps, after David had unitcil them together, or 
joined tne citadel to the lower city, as sect. 2, Josephus 
esteemed tlicin as one city. However, this notion seems 
to be confinnctl by what the same JoKophus says con- 
cerning David's/sand many other kings of Judah’s, sepul- 
chres, which, as the authors of the books of Kings and 
Chronicles say, were in the city of David, so docs Jose- 
phus still say ‘they were in Jerusalem. The sepulchre 
of David seems to have been also a known place in tire 
severu) days of Hy realms, of Herod, and of St. Peter 
— Antiq. b. xiii, eh. viii, sect. 4 ; b. xvi. ch. vii,6ect. 1 j 
Acts ii, 29- Now no such royal sepulchres have beau 
found about Mount Sion, but are found close by the 
north wall of Jerusalem, which I suspect, therefore, to 
be these very sepulchres. See the note on ch, xv, sect. 
3. In the moan time, Josephus's explication of tlic 
lame, and the blind, and the maimed, asset to keep tJiis 
city or citadel, seems to be i.hc truth, and gives the best 
light to that history in our Bible. Mr. Ottius truly ob- 
serves (apn. Uavercamp, n. SO.i), that Josephus never I 
mentions Mount Sion by that name, as taking it for an | 


was called (Salem or) Solyma;'j’ but after 
that time, some say that Homer mentions it 
by that name of Solyina, [for he named the 
temple Solyma, according to the Hebrew lan- 
guage, which denotes seciirity,'] Now the 
whole time from the warfare under Josliua 
our general against the Canaanites, and from 
that war in whici) he overcame them, and 
distributed the land among the Hebrews (nor 
could the Israelites ever cast the Canaanites 
out of Jerusalem until this time, when Da- 
vid took it by siege), this whole time was five 
hundred and fifteen years. 

3, I shall now make mention of Araunaii, 
who was a wealthy man among the Jehusites, . 
but was not slain by David in tlie siege of Je- 
rusalem, because of the good-will he bore to 
the Hebrews, and a particular benignity and 
affection which he had to the king himself; 
which 1 shall take a more seasonable oppor- 
tunity to speak of a little afterwards. Now 
David married other wives over and above 
those which he had before : he hail also con- 

appeUativc, os I suppose, and not for a proper name; 
he still cither styles it The Citadelt or The Upper Ciit, j 
nor do I see any reason for Mr. Ottius’s evil suspicions 
about this procedure of Jo.sophu8. 

t Some copies of Josephus have here Solyma, or Sa- 
lem t and others Uierosolyma, or Jerusalem. The lat- 
ter l^t agree to what Josephus says elsewhere (of the 
War, b. vi, e. x.) that this city was called Solvnui or Sa- 
lem, before the days of Melchisedce; but was by him 
called Hierosoh'rna, or Jerusalem. I rather suppose it to 
have been so called after Abraham had received thatoracle 
Jehovah Jireh: “ the Lord will see, or provide" (Ceii. 
xxii. 14.1 The latter word, Jireh^ with a little altera- 
tion, prelixed to the old name Salem, Peace^ will be Je- 
rusalem ; and since that exi)re.ssion, (iod will sec," or 
rather, *• God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt- 
offering" (vcT. 8, 14), is there said to have b©wi prover- 
bial till the days of Moses, this seems to me the most 
probable derivation of that name, which will then de- 
note, That God would provide peace by tlvat Lamb of 
God which was to take away the sins of tlie world.” 
Howevtr. that which is put into brackets, can hardly b^ 
supposed the genuine words of Josephus as Hr- Hud 
son well iudges. 
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cubines. Tlie sons whom he had were in 
number eleven, whose names were Ammon, 
Emnos, Eban, Nathan, Solomon, Jehan, £- 
Hen, Phalna, Ennaphen, Jenae, Eliphale; 
and a daughter, Tamar. Nine of these were 
born of legitimate wives, hut the two last- 
named of concubines ; and Tamar had the 
same mother with Absalom. 


CHAPTER IV 

THAT WHEN DAVID HAD CONQUERED THE 

LISTINES, WHO MADE WAR AGAINST HIM AT 
JERUSAL1:M, he removed the ark to JE- 
RUSALEM, AND HAD A MIND TO BUILD A 
TEMPLE. 

§ 1. When the Philistines understood that 
David was made king of the Hebrews, they 
made war against him at Jerusalem ; and 
when they had seized upon that valley which 
is called The Valley the GiaiUst and is a 
place not far from the city, they pitched their 
camp therein : but the king of the Jews, who 
never permitted himself to do any thing wdth- 
out prophecy,* and the command of God, and 
without depending on him ns a security for 
the time to come, bade t he high-priest to fore- 
tell to liim what was the will of God, and 
what would be the event of this battle. And 
when he foretold that he should gain the vic- 
tory and the dominion, he led out his army 
against the Philistines ; and wlieii the battle 
w'as joined, he came himself behind, and fell 
upon the enemy on the sudden, and slew 
some of them, and put the rest to flight. And 
let no one suppose that it was a small army 
of the Philistines that came against the He- 
brews, as guessing so from the suddenness of 
their defeat, and from their having perfornicii 
no great action, or that was worth recording, 
from the slowness of their march and want of 
courage ; but let him know that all Syria and 
Phcenicia, with many other nations besides 
them, and those warlike nations also, came 
to their assistance, and had u share in this 
war ; — which thing was the only cause why, 
when they had been so often conquered, and 
had lost so many ten thousands of their men, 
they still came upon the Hebrews with greater 
armies ; nay, indeed, when they had so often 
failed of their purpose in these battles, they 
came upon David with an army three times 

* It deserves here to be remarkeil, ttmt Saul very 
rarely, and David very fiequuntly, consulted God by 
LJrini ; and that David aimed always to depend not on 
his own prudence or abilities, but on the divine diirec- 
tion, contraiy to Saui’s practice. Ssc sect. 2, and the 
note on Antiq. b. tii, ch. viii, sect. 9 ; and when SaulN 
daughter (but David’s wife) Micha] laughed at David’s 
danang before the ark 2 Sam. vi. 16*, die. ; and here, 
sect. 1, 3. 3, it is probable she did so, bemuse her fa- 
tlter 9aul did not use to pay such a regard to the ark, ' 
to the Urim there inquired by, or to GodTs worsiiip be- 
fore it ; because she tii.;Hr hi \t beneaUi the dignity 
of a king to lie so religious. 
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as numerous as before, and pitched their 
camp on the same spot of ground as before. 
The king of Israel therefore inquired of God 
again concerning the event of the battle ; and 
the high-priest prophesied to him, that he 
should keep his army in the groves, called the 
Groves of iVeepingf which were not far from 
the enemy's camp, and that he should not 
move, nor begin to figbt, till the trees of the 
grove should be in motion without the w'ind’s 
blowing ; but as .soon as these trees moved, 
and the time foretold to him by God was 
come, hu should, without delay, go out to 
ain what was an already prepared and evi- 
dent victory ; for the several ranks of the 
enemy’s army did not sustain him, but re- 
treated at the first onset, whom he closely 
followed, and slew them as he went along, 
and pursued them to the city of Gaza (which 
is the limit of their country) : after this he 
spoiled their camp, in w’hich he found great 
riches ; and he destroyed their gods. 

2. When this had proved the event of the 
battle, David thought it proper, upon a consul- 
tation with the elders and rulers, and captains 
of thousands, to send for those that were in 
the flower of their age out of all his country- 
men, and out of the whole land, and withal 
for the priests atul the Levites, in order to 
their going to Kirjathjeariin, to bring up the 
ark of God out of that city, and to carry it to 
Jerusalem, and there to keep it, and ofler be- 
fore it those sacrifices and tho.se other honours 
with which God used to be well ])leased ; for 
bad they done thus in the reign of Saul, they 
had not undergone any great misfortunes at 
all. So when the whole body of the people 
were come together, as they had resolved to 
do, the king came to the ark, which the priests 
brought out of the house of Aminadub, and 
laid it upon a new cart, and permitted their 
brethren and their children to draw it, toge- 
ther with the oxen. Before it went the king, 
and the whole multitude of the people with 
him, singing hymns to God, and making use 
of all sorts of songs usual among tliem, with 
variety of the sounds of musical instruments, 
and with dancing and singing of psalms, as 
also with the’sonnds of trumpets and of cym- 
bals, and so bi ought the ark to Jerusalem. 
But as they were come to the threshing-floor 
of Cbidon, a placo so called, (Jzzali was slain 
by the anger of God ; for as the oxen shook 
the ark, he stretched out his hand, and would 
needs take hold of it. Now because he was 
not a priest,* and yet touched the ark, God 

* Josephus seems to be i»artly in the right, when he 
olwerves here that Uzrah was no priest (though perhajis 
he might be a Levite), and was therefore struck dead 
for touching the ark, contrary to the law, and for which 

K rofane ra^uic&s death was the penalty by that law. 

[unnb. iv, l.», 20. See the like before, Antiq. b. vi, 
ch. i, sect. 4. It is not improbable that the putting this 
ark in a cart, when it ought to have been carried by the 
jiricstsor Levites, as it was presently here in Jo.sephus so 
carried from Ob^edom’s nouse to David’s, might be 
also an occasion of the anger of God on that breach of 
is law. See Numb, iv, 15 ; 1 Chrun. xv, 13. 
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struck him dead. Hereupon both the king 4. Now when the king saw that his aifain 
and the people were displeased at the death grew better almost every day, by the will of 
of Uzsah ; and the place where he died is still God, he thought he should olfend him, if, 
called the Breach of Uzzah unto this day. So while he himself continued in houses made of 
David was afraid ; and supposing that if he cedar, such as were of a great height, and had 
received the ark to himself into the city, he the most curious works of architecture in 
might suffer in the like manner as Uzzah had them, he should overlook the ark while it was 
suffered, who, upon his bare putting out his laid in a tabernacle, and was desirous to build 
band to the ark, died in the manner already a temple to God, as Moses had predicted such 
mentioned, he did not receive it to himself! a tciuple should be built.* And when he 


into the city, but he took it aside unto a cer- 
tain place belonging to a righteous man, 
whose name was Obededom, who was by his 
family a Levitc, and deposited the ark with 
him ; and it remained there three entire 
months. This augmented the house of Obe> 
dedom, and conferred many blessings upon 
it ; and when the king heard what had befal. 
len Obededom, how he was become, of a poor 
man in a low estate, exceedingly happy, and 
the object of envy to all those that saw or in- 
quired after his house, he took courage, and 
hoping that he should meet with no misfor- 
tune thereby, he transferred the ark to his 
own house, the priests carrying it, while seven 
companies of singers, who were set in that 
order by the king, went before it, and while 
he himself played upon the harp, and joined 
in the music, insomuch that w'hen his wife 
Micliul, the daughter of Saul, who was our 
Srst king, saw him so doing, she laughed at 
iiiin; but when they had brought in the ark, 
they placed it under the tabernacle which 
David had pitched for it, and he oflered cost- 
ly sacrifices and peacc-ofterings, and treated 
the whole multitude, and dealt both to the 
women, and the men, and the infants, a loaf 
of bread and a cake, and another cake baked 
in a pan, with a portion of the sacrifice. So 
when fje bad thus feasted the people, he sent 
tlicin away, and he himself returned to his 
own house. 

3. But when Michal his wife, the daughter 
of Saul, came and stood by him, she wished 
him all other lieppiness; and entreated that 
whatsoever he should farther desire, to the ut- 
most possibility, might be given him by God, 
and that he might he favourable to him j yet 
did she blame him, that so great a king as he 
was should dance after an unseemly manner, 
and in his danci.ig uncover himself among the 
servants and the hand maidens ; but he re- 
plied, that he was not ashamed to do what 
was acceptahiv to God, who had preferred 
him before her father, and before all others ; 
that he would play frequently, and dance, 
without any regard to what the hand-maidens 
and she herself thought of it. So this Michal 
had no children ; however, when she was 
afterward married to him to whom Saul her 
iather had given her (for at this time David 
nad taken her away from him, and had her 
himself), she bare five children. But con- 
cerning those matters I shall discourse in a 
proper place. 


had discoursed with Nathan the prophet about 
these things, and had been encouraged by 
him to do whatsoever he had a mind to do, 
^ having God with him and his helper in ail 
things, he was thereupon the more ready to 
set about that building. But God appeared 
to Nathan that very night, and commanded 
him to say to David,f that he took his pur- 
pose and his desires kindly, since nobody had 
before now taken it into their head to build 
him a temple, although upon his having such 
a notion he would not permit him to build him 
that temple, because he had made many wars, 
and was defiled with the slaughter of his ene- 
mies ; tliat, however, after his death, in his old 
age, and when he had lived a long life, there 
should be a temple built by a son of his, who 
should take the kingdom after him, and 
should be called Solomon, whom he promised 
to provide for, as a father provides for liiy 
son, by preserving the kingdom for his son’s 
posterity, and delivering it to them ; but that 
he would still punish him if he sinned, with 
diseases and barrenness of land. When Da- 
vid understood this from the prophet, and 
was overjoyfiil at this knowledge of the sure 
continuance of the dominion to his posterity, 
and that his house should he splendid, and 
very famous, he came to the ark, and fell 
down on his face, and began to adore God, 
and to return thanks to him for all his bene- 
fits, as well for those that he had already be- 
stowed upon him. In raising him from a low 
state, and from the employment of a shep- 
herd, to so great dignity of dominion and 
glory, as for those also which he had pro- 
mised to his posterity ; and, besides, fur 
that providence which he had exercised over 
the Hebrews, in procuring them the liberty 
they enjoyed. And when he had said thus, 

* JoscpIiMs here informs us, that, according to his 
understanding of the sense of fill ejpy of tlie Penta- 
teuch, Closes had himself foretold the building of ti e 
temple, whicti y6t is nowhere, that I know ot7 in our 

S resent copies. And that this is not a mistake set down 
y him unwarily, appears by what he observed befoiie, 
on Antiq- b iv, cli. viii, sect. *16, how Moses foretold, 

I that upon the Jews' future disobedience, their temple 
I should be burnt and rebuilt, and that not onec only, but 
; several times aiterward. See also Josephus's mention 
: of God’s former commands to build such a temple pre- 
sently (ch. xiv, sect. 2), contrary to our other copies, or 
at least to our translation of the Hebrew, 2 Sam. vii, 6, 
7 ; 1 Chron. xvii, 5, 6. 

f Josephus seems, in this place, with our mwiem in- 
terpreters, to confound the two distinct pretlictions 
which God made to David and to Nathan, coucerniug 
the building him a temple by one of David’s posterity 
the one belongeth to Solomon, the other to the Messiah j 
Uie olstinctlon between which is of the greatest cor^ 
quenoe to the ChrisUan reUglOn. 
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•nd had Run|i; an hymn of praise lo God, he 
went hU way 


CHAPTEH V. 

HOW DAVID BROUGHT UNDER THE PHILISTINES, 
AND THE MOABITES, AND THE ICINGS OF SO- 
FHENE, AND OF DAMASCUS, AND OF THE 
SVIllANS, AS ALSO THE IDUMEANS, IN WaR J 
AND HOW HE MADE A LEAGUE WITH THE 
KING OF HAMATH J AND WAS MINDFUL OF 
THE FRIENDSHIP THAT JONATHAN, THE SOJW 
OF SAUL, HAD BORNE TO HIM. 

§ 1. A LITTLE while after this, he considered 
that he ought to make war against the Philis- 
tines, and not to see any idleness or laziness 
permitted in his management, that so it might 
prove, as God had foretold to him, that, when 
he had overthrown his enemies, he should 
leave his posterity to reign in peace afterward : 
so he called together his army again, and when 
he had charged them to be ready and prepar- 
ed for war, and when he tliouglit tliat all things 
in his army were in a good state, he removed 1 
from Jerusalem, and came against the Philis- 
tines ; and when he had overcome them in bat- 
tle, and had cut off a great part of their coun- 
try, and adjoined it to the country of the He- 
brews, he transferred tlie war to the Moabites; 
and when he had overcome two parts of their 
army in battle, he took the remaining part cap- 
tive, and imposed tribute upon them, to be 
paid annually* He then made war against 
Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of So- 
pliene ; and w hen he had joined battle with 
him at the river Euphrates, he destroyed 
twenty thousand of Ids footmen, and about 
seven thousand of his horsemen ; he also 
took a thousand of his chariots, and destroy- 
ed the greatest part of them, and ordered 
that no more than one hundred should be 
kept.^ 

2. Now when Hadad,f king of Damascus 
and of Syria, heard that David fought against 
Hadadezer, who was bis friend, he came to 
his assistance with a powerful army, in hopes 
to rescue him ; and when he had joined battle 
with David at the river Euphrates, he failed 

DavUl'fi reserving only one hundred chariots for 
himself, out of one thousand he hud taken fiom llada- 
dozer, \%as most probably done in eomplianve with the 
law of Moses, winch forbade a king of Israel ** to mul- 
tiply horses to himself,’* Dcut. xvii, 16; one of the 
principal uses of horses in Judea at that time being fur 
drawing their chariots. Eee Jush. xii, 6; and Antiq. 
b. v, chap, i, sect. 18. 

f It deserves here to be remarked, that this Hadad, 
being a very great king, was con«iuerc*d by David, whote 
posterity yet for several gencrntidiis were called Bcnha- 
dad, or the son of Hadiu., till the days of Hazacl, whose 
son Adaror Ader is ultao in oit htbrewcopy<2 Kings 
xtii, S4I, written Beiihadad ; but hi Josephus, Adad or 
Adar. And strange it is, timt tlie son of llazaci, said to 
be such in tlie same text, and in Joseiihus (Antiq. b. ix, 
chap, vlll, sect. 71 »hou!<l stilt be called the son of iia 
did. ; .,aiW theiyforo hoi', eoi reel our Hebrew atpy 
from Josephus's, which srcins to have the true reading. 


of hi*8 purpose, and lost in the battle a great 
nutiil>er of his soldiers ; for there were slain 
of the army of JIadad twtuity thousand, and 
all the rest Hed. Nicolaus [of Damasciis] also 
makes mention of this king in the fourth book 
of liis histories; where lie speaks thus : ** A 
great w'hile after these things had happened, 
there wag one of that country whose name 
was Hadad, who was become very potent ; he 
reigned over Damascus and the other parts 
of Syria, exceptihg Phoenicia. He made war 
against David, the king of Judea, and tTied 
his fortune in many battles, and particularly 
in the last battle at Euphrates, wherein he was 
beaten. He seemed to have been the most 
excellent of all tiK'ir kings in strength and 
manhood.'* Nay, besides this, he says of his 
posterity, that ** They succeeded one another 
in his kingdom, and in his name ;" where he 
thus speaks : When Hadad was dead, his 
posterity reigned for ten generations, each of 
his successors receiving from his father t/iat 
bis dominion, and f/tis his name ; as did the 
Ptolemies in Egypt. But the third was the 
most powerful of them all, and was willing to 
avenge the defeat his forefather had receiveil : 
so he made an expedition against the Jews, 
and laid waste the city w'hich is now called 
Samaria." Nor did he err from the truth ; for 
this is that Hadad who made the expedition 
against Samaria, in the reign of Ahab, king 
I of Israel; concerning whom wc shall speak 
j in due place hereafter, 

3. Now when David had made an expedi- 
tion against Damascus and the other parts of 
Syria, and had brought it all into subjection, 
and had placed garrisons in the country, and 
appointed that tliey should pay tribute, he re* 

I turned home. He also dedicated to God at 
! Jerusalem the golden quivers, the entire ar- 
jmour which the guards of Hadad used to 

wear; which Shishak, the king of Egypt, 
took away when he fought with David’s 
grand' son, Rchoboam, with a great deal of 
other wealth which he carried out of Jerusot 
lem. However, these things will come to bo 
explained in tlieir prr#per places hereafter. 
Now as for the king of the Hebrew's, he was 
assisted by God, who gave him great success 
in bis wars ; and he made an expedition against 
the best cities of Hadadezer, Detail and Ma- 
clion ; so lie took them by force, and laid them 
waste. Therein was found a very great quan- 
tity of gold and silver, besieges that sort of 
brass wliich is said to be more valuable than 
gold ; of which brass Solomon made that largo 
vessel which was called The [Brazen] Sca^ and 
those most curious lavers, when he built the 
temple for Cod. 

4. But when the king of Hamath was in- 
formed of the ill success of Hadadezer, and 
bad heard of the ruin of his army, he w'as 
afraid on his own account, and resolved to 
make a league of friendship and Hdelity with 
David, before he should come against him ; >o 



CHAP. vr. ANTIQUITIES 

he sent to him his son Joram, and professed 
that he owed him thanks for fighting against 
Hadade^er, who was his enemy, and made a 
league with him of mutual assistance and 
friendship. He also sent him presents, ves- 
sels of ancient w'orkmanship, both of gold, of 
silver, and of brass. So when David had 
made this league of mutual assistance with 
Toi (for that was the name of the king of 
Hamath), and had receive^ the presents he 
sent him, he dismissed his son with tliat re^ 
spect which was due on both sides ; but tlicn 
David brought those presents that were sent 
by him, as also the rest of the gold and silver 
which he had taken of the cities whom he had 
conquered, and dedicated them to God. Nor 
did God give victory and success to him only 
when he went to the battle himself, and led 
his own army, but he gave victory to Abishai, 
the brother of Joab, general of his forces, 
over the Idumeans,* and by him to David, 
when he sent him with an army into Idumea; 
for Abishai destroyed eighteen thousand of 
them in the battle ; whereupon the king [of 
Israel] placed garrisons through all Idumea, 
and received the tribute of the country, and 
of every head among them. Now David was 
in his nature just, and made his determination 
with regard to truth. Me had for the gene- 
ral of his whole army Joab ; and he made Je- 
hoshapiiat, the son of Ahilud, recorder: he 
also appointed Zadok, of the family of Phi- 
ncas, to be high -priest, together with Abiathar, 
for he was his friend : he also made Seisan the 
scribe ; and conunitted the command over the 
guards of his btaly to Benaiah, the son of Jc- 
hoiiida. His elder sons were near his body, 
and had the care of it also. 

5. He also called to mind the covenants 
and the oaths he had made with Jonathan, 
the son of Saul, and the friendship and affec- 
tion Jonathan had fur him ; for besides all the 
rest of his excellent qualities w'ith which he 
was endowed, he was also exceeding mindful 
of such as had other times bestowed bene- 
fits upon him. He therefore gave order that 
inquiry should be made, whether any of Jo- 
nathan's Uncage were living, to whom he 
might make return of that familiar acquaint- 
ance which Jonathan had had w'itb him, and 
for which he was still debtor. And when one 
of Saul's freed men was brought to him, who 
w*as acquainted with those of his family that 
were still living, he asked him whether he 
could tell him of any one belonging to Jona- 
than that was now alive, and capable of a re- 
quital of the benefits which he had received 

• By this great victory over the Idumeans or Edom- 
ites, the posterity of Esau, and by the consequent tri- 
bute |)aid by that nation to the Jews, were the prophe- 
i?ies delivered to Rebecca before Jacob and Rsau were 
^rn, and by old Isaac before his death, that the elder, 
ftwu (or the Edomites), shouhl sejve the younger, J&- 
(^b (or the Israelites) ; and Jacob (or the Israelites) 
®"pu!d be Esau’s (or die Edomites) lord, remarkably 
fulfilled. See Antiq. b. viii, ch. vii, sect. 6-, Gen. xxv, i 
»3 and the notas on Antiq. bb i, ch. xviii, sect. 5, 6 ' 
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from Jonathan. And when he said that a son 
of his was remaining, whose name was Me- 
phibosheth, but that he was lame of his feet ; 
for tliut when his nurse heard that the father 
and grand-father of the child were fallen in 
the battle, she snatched him up, and fied away, 
and let him fall from her shoulders, and his 
feet were lamed. So when be had learned 
where and by whom he was brought up, he 
sent messengers to Macliir, to the city of Lo- 
debar, for with him was the son of Japathan 
brought up, and sent for him to come to him. 
So when Mqpliiboslietli came to the king, he 
fell on his face and worshipped him , but Da- 
vid encouraged him, and bade him he of good 
cheer, and expect better times. So he gave 
him his father's house, and all the estate which 
his grand-father Saul was in possession of, and 
bade him come and diet with him at his own 
table, and never to be absent one day from 
that tabic. And when the youth had wor- 
shipped him, on account of his words and 
gifts given to him, he called for Ziha, and told 
him that he had given the youth his father's 
house, and all Saul's estate. He also ordered 
that Ziba should cultivate his land, and take 
care of it, and bring him the profits of all to 
Jerusalem. Accordingly David brought him 
to his table every day ; and bestowed upon the 
youth, Ziba and bis sons, who were in num- 
ber fifteen, and his servants, who were in num- 
ber twenty. When the king had made these 
appointments, and Ziba had worshipped him^ 
and promised to do all that he had hidden 
him, he weqt his way ; so that this son of Jo- 
nathan dwelt at Jerusalem, and dieted at the 
king's table, and had the same care that a son 
could claim taken of him. He also had him- 
self a son, whom he named Mioha. 


CHAPTEU VI. 

HOW THE WAR WAS WAGED AGAINST THE AM- 
MONITES, AND HAPPILY CONCLUDED. 

§ 1. These were the honours that such as 
were left of Saul's and Jonathan's lineage re- 
ceived from David. About this time died 
Naha&h, the king of the Ammonites, who was 
a friend of David's; and when his son had suc- 
ceeded his father in the kingdom, David sent 
ambassadors to him to comfort him ; and ex- 
horted him to take his father's death patiently, 
and to expect that he would continue the same 
kindnctss to himself w'hich he had shown to his 
father. But the princes of the Ammonites 
took this message in evil part, and not as 
David's kind dispositions gave reason to take 
it; and they excited the king to resent it; 
and said that David had sent men to spy out 
the epuntry, and what strength it had, undet 
the pretence of humanity and kindness. They 
farther advised him to have a care, and not to 
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give heed to David's words, lest he should be 
deluded by him, and so fall into an inconsol> 
able calamity. Accordingly Nahash's [son], 
the king of the Ammonites, thought these 
princes spake what was more probable than 
the truth would admit, and so abused the am- 
bassadors after a very harsh manner i for he 
shaved the one half of their beards, and cut off 
one half of their garments, and sent his an 
swer not in words but in deeds. When the 
king of Israel saw this, he had indignation at 
it, and showed openly that he would not over- 
iDok this injurious and contumelious treat- 
ment, but would make war with the Ammon- 
ites, and wo\ild avenge this wicked treatment 
of his ambassadors on their king. So that the 
king’s intimate friends and commanders, un- 
derstanding that they had violated their league, 
and were liable to be punished for the same, 
made preparations for W'ar ; they ilso sent a 
thousand talents to the Syrian king of Meso- 
potamia, and endeavoured to prevail with him 
to assist them for that pay, and Shobach. Now 
these kings had twenty thousand footmen. 
They also hired the king of the country called 
Maacah, and a fourth king, by name Ishtob ; 
which last had twelve thousand armed men. 

2. But David was under no coiisternat'on 
at this confederacy, nor at the forces of the 
Ammonites ; and putting his trust in God, 
because he was going to war in a just cause, 
on account of the injurious treatment he had 
met with, he immediately sent Joah, the cap- 
tain of his host, against them, and gave him 
the flower of his army, who pitched his camp 
by Rabbath,the metropolis of the Ammonites; 
wnereupon the enemy came out, and set them- 
selves in array, not all of them together, but 
in two bodies; for the auxiliaries w'crc set in 
array in the plain by themselves, but the army 
of the Ammonites at the gates over-against the 
Hebrews, W’hcn Joab saw tliis, he opposed 
one stratagem against another, and chose out 
the most hardy part of his men, and set them 
in opposition to the king of Syria, and the 
kings that were with him, and gave the other 
part to his brother Abishai, and bid him set 
them in opposition to the Ammonites ; and 
said to him. That in case he should see that 
the Syrians distressed him, and were too hard 
for him, he should order his troops to turn 
about, and assist him : and he said, That he 
himself would do the same to him, if he saw 
him in the like distress from the Ammonites. 
So he sent his brother before, and encouraged 
him to do every thing courageously and with 
alacrity, which would teach them to be afraid 
of disgrace, and to light manfully; and so he 
dismissed him to fight with the Ammonites, 
while he fell upon the Syrians. And though 
they made a strong opposition for a while, 
Joab slew many of them, but compelled the 
rest to betake therrtMlves to flight; which, 
when the Ammonites saw, and were withal 
afraid of Abishai and Ins army, they staid no 
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longer, but imitated their auxiliaries, and fled 
to the city. So Joab, when he had thus over- 
come the enemy, returned with great joy to 
Jerusalem to the king. 

3. This defeat did not still induce the Am- 
monites to be quiet, nor to own those that 
were superior to them to be so, and l)e still, 
but they sent to Chalaman, the king of the Sy- 
rians, beyond Euphrates, and hired for an 
auxiliary. He had Shobach for the captain 
of his host, with eighty thousand footmen, 
and ten thousand horsemen. Now when the 
king of the Hebrews understood that the Am- 
monites had again gathered so great an army 
together, he determined to make war with 
them no longer by his generals, but he passed 
over the river Jordan himself with all his army ; 
and when /t met them he joined battle with 
them, and overcame them, and slew forty 
thousand of their footmen, and seven thou- 
sand of their horsemen. He also wounded 
Shobach, the general of Chalaman's forces, 
who died of that stroke ; but the people of 
Mesopotamia, upon such a conclusion of the 
battle, delivered themselves up to David, and 
sent him presents, who at winter-time return- 
ed to Jerusalem. But at the beginning of the 
spring he sent Joab, the captain of his host, tc 
fight against the Ammonites, who overran all 
their country, and laid it waste, and shut 
them up in their metropolis Rabbah, and be- 
sieged them therein. 


CHAPTER VII. 

UOW DAVID FELL IN LOVE WITH P.ATHSHEBA, 
AND SLEW HER HUSBAND URIAH, FOR WHICJl 
HE IS REPROVED BY NATHAN. 

§ 1. But David fell now into a very griev- 
ous sin, though he were otherwise naturally 
a righteous and a religious man, and one that 
firmly observed the laws of our fathers ; for 
when late in an evening he took a view round 
him from the roof of bis royal palace, where 
he used to walk at that hour, he saw a woman 
washing herself in her own house : she ivas 
one of extraordinary beauty, and therein sur- 
passed all other women ; her name was Bath* 
sheba. So he was overcome by that woman’s 
teauty, and was not able to restrain his desires, 
hut sent for her, and lay with Her. Hereupon 
she conceived with child, and sent to the king, 
that he should contrive some way for conceal- 
ing her sin (for, according to the laws of their 
fathers, she who had been guilty of adultery 
jught to be put to death). So the king sent 
for Joab’s armour-bearer from the siege, who 
was the woman’s husband ; and his name was 
Uriah ; and when he was come, the king in- 
quired of him about the army, and about the 
siege; and when he had made answer, that 
all their affairs went according to their wislies. 
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the king took some portions of meat from 
Ills supper, and gave them to him, and bade 
him go home to his wife, and take his rest 
with her. Uriah did not do so, but slept 
noar tlie king with the rest of his armour- 
bearers. Wiien the king was informed of 
tliis, he asked him why he did not go home 
to his house, and to his wife, after so long an 
absence ; which is the natural custom of all 
men, when they come from a long journey. 
He replied, that it was not right, while his 
fellow -soldiers, and the general of the army, 
slept upon the ground, in the camp, and in 
an enemy's country, that he should go and 
take his rest, and solace himself with his wife. 
So when he had thus replied, the king order- 
ed him to stay there that night, that he might 
dismiss him the next day to the general. So 
the king invited Uriah to supper, and af- 
ter a cunning and dexterous manner plied 
him with drink at supper till he was thereby 
disordered ; yet did he nevertheless sleep at 
the king’s gates, without any inclination to go 
to his wife. Upon this the king was very 
angry at him j and wrote to Joab, and com- 
manded him to punish Uriah, for he told him 
that he had oifended him ; and he suggested 
to him the manner in which he would have 
him j^unished, tiiat it mfght not be discovered 
that lie was himself the author of this his pu- 
nishment; for he charged him to set him 
over-against that part of the enemy’s army 
whore tlio attack would be most hazardous, 
and where he might be deserted, and be in the 
greatest jeopardy ; for he bade him order his 
fellon -soliliers to retire out of tlie fight. 
When he had written thus to him, and sealed 
the letter .vith his own seal, he gave it to U- 
riah to carry to Joab. When Joab had re- 
ceived it, and upon reading it understood the 
king’s purpose, he set Uriah in that place 
where he knew the enemy would be most 
troublesome to them ; and gave him for his 
partners some of t! a best soldiers in the army ; 
and said that he would also come to their assist- 
ance with the whole army, that if possible they 
might break down some part of the wall, and 
enter the city. And he desired him to be 
glad of the opportunity of exposing himself 
to such great pains, and not to be displeased 
at it, since he was a valiant soldier, and had a 
great reputation for his valour, both with the 
king and with ^his countrymen. And when 
Uriah undertook the w ork he w'us set upon 
with alacrity, he gave private orders to those 
who were to be his confpanions, tliat when 
the) saw the enemy make a sally, they should 
leave him. When, therefore, the Hebrews 
made an attack upon the city, the Ammonites 
were afraid that the enemy might prevent 
them, and get up into the city, and this at thi 
very place whither Uriaii was ordered ; so they 
exposed their best soldiers to be in the fore, 
front, and opened their gates suddenly, and 
fell upon the enemy with great vehemencei and 


‘an violently upon them. When those that were 
with Uriah saw this, they all retreated backward, 
as Juab liad directed them beforehand ; but 
Uriah, as ashamed to run aw'ay and leave his 
post, sustained the enemy, and receiving the 
iolence of their onset, he slew many of them ; 
lut being encompassed round, and caught in 
he midst of them, he was slain, and some o- 
thcr of his companions were slain with him. 

2. When this was done, Joab sent messen- 
gers to the king, and ordered tliern to tell him 
that he did wdiat he could to take.thc city soon; 
>ut that as they made an assault on the wall, 
hey had been forced to retire with great loss; 
ind bade them, if they saw the king was 
angry at it, to add this, that Uriah w'as slain 
>lso. When the king had heard this of the 
messengers, he took it heinously, and said 
hat they did wrong when they assaulted the 
wall, whereas they Ought, by undermining 
and other stratagems of war, to endeavour 
he taking of the city, especially when they 
iiad before their eyes the example of Abime- 
:ech, the son of Gideon, who would needs 
,ake the tower in Thebes by force, and was 
killed by a large stone thrown at him by an 
old woman ; and, although he was a man of 
jreat prowess, he died ignominiously by the 
dangerous manner of his assault. That they 
should remember this accident, and not come 
near the enemy’s wall, for that the best me- 
thod of making war with success was to call 
to mind the accidents of former wars, and 
what good or bad success had attended them 
ii the like dangerous cases, that so they might 
mi late the one, and avoid the other. But 
when tlie king was in this disposition, the 
messenger told him that Uriah was slain also; 
whereupon he was pacified. So he bade the 
messenger go back to Joab and tell him, that 
this misfortune is no other than what is com- 
mon among mankiiid; and that such is the 
nature, and such the accidents of war, inso- 
much tliat sometimes the enemy will have 
success therein, and sometimes others; but 
that he ordered him to go on still in his care 
about the siege, that no ill accident might be- 
fall him in it hereafter : tliat they should 
raise bulwarks and use machines in besieging 
the city; and when they have gotten it, to 
overturn its very foundations, and to destroy 
all those that are in it. Accordingly the mes« 
senger carried the king’s message with which 
he was charged, and made haste to Joab. 
But Batbsheba, the wife of Uriali, when she 
was informed of the death of her husband, 
mourned for his death many days ; and when 
her mourning was over, and the tears which 
she shed for Uriah were dried up, the king 
took her to wife presently ; and a son was 
born to him by her. 

S. With this marriage God was not well 
pleased, but was thereupon angry at David ; 
and he appeared to Nathan the prophet in 
his sleep, a id complained of the king. Now 
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Nathan was a fair and prudent man ; and con- 
sidering that kings, wiien liiey fall into a pas- 
sion, are guided more by that passion than 
they are by justice, he resolved to conceal the 
threatenings that proceeded from God, and 
made a good-natured discourse to him, and 
this after the manner following* — He desired 
that the king would give him his opinion in 
the following case There were,*’ said he, 
** tw*o men inhabiting the same city, the one 
of them was rich and [the other poor]. The 
rich man had a great many flocks of cattle, 
of sheep, and of kine ; but the poor man had 
but one cwe-lamb. This he brought up with 
his children, and let her cat her food with 
them ; and he had the same natural affection 
for her which any one might have for a daugh- 
ter. Now upon the corning of a stranger to 
the rich man, he would not vouchsafe to kill 
any of his own flocks, and thence feast his 
friend ; but he sent for the poor man’s lamb, 
and took her away from him, and made her 
ready for food, and thence feasted the stran- 
ger.” This discourse troubled the king ex- 
ceedingly ; and he denounced to Nathan, that 
“ this man was a wicked man, who could 
dare to do such a thing } and tliat it was but 
just that he should restore the lamb fourfold, 
and be punished with death for it also.** 
Upon this, Nathan immediately said, that he 
was himself the man who ought to suffer 
those punishments, and that by his own sen- 
tence; and that it was he who had perpe- 
trated this great and horrid crime. He also 
revealed to him, and laid before him, the an- 
ger of God against him, who had made him 
king over the army of the Hebrews, and lord 
of all the nations, and those many and great 
nations round about him; who had formerly 
delivered him out of the hands of Saul, and 
had given him such wives as he had justly and 
legally married ; and now this God was des- 
pised by him, and affronted by his impiety, 
when he had married, and now had another 
man’s wife ; and by exposing her husband to 
the enemy, had really slain him ; that God 
would inflict punishments upon him on ac- 
count of those instances of wickedness ; that 
his own wives should be forced by one of his 
sons; and that he should be treacherously 
supplanted by the same son; and that al- 
though he had perpetrated his wickedness se- 
crectly, yet should that punishment which he 
w-as to undergo be inflicted publicly upon 
him ; “ that, moreover,** said he, “ the child 
who was born to thee of her, shall soon die.** 
When the king was troubled at tliese mes- 
sages, and sufliciently confounded, and said, 
with tears and sorrow, that he had sinned (for 
he was without controversy a pious man, and 
guilty of no sin at all in his whole life, ex- 
cepting those in the matter of Uriah), GwI 
had compassion on and was reconciled 

to him, and promised tiiUt he would preserve 
to hint kfpUi bis life and his kingdom ; foi' he 


said, that seeing he repented of the thfngs he 
had done, he was no longer displeased with 
him. So Nathan, when he had delivered this 
prophecy to the king, returned home. 

4. However, God sent a dangerous dis- 
temper upon the child tliat was born to David 
of the wife of Uriah ; at w hich the king was 
troubled, and did not take any food fur seven 
days, although his servants almost forced 
him to take it; but he clothed himself in a 
black garment, and fell dow’ii, and lay upon 
the ground in sackcloth, entreating God for 
the recovery of the child, for he vehemently 
loved the child's mother ; but when, on the 
seventh day, the child was dead, the king*s 
servants durst not tell him of it, as supposing 
that when he knew it, he would still less ad- 
mit of food and other care of himself, by rea- 
son of his grief at the death of his son, since 
when the child was only sick, he so greatly 
afflicted himself, and grieved for him; but 
when the king perceived that his servants 
were in disorder, and seemed to be affected as 
those are who arc very desirous to conceal 
something, he understood that the child was 
dead ; and when he had called one of his scr- 
vants to him, and discovered that so it was, 
he arose up and washed himself, and took a 
white garment, and Came into the tabernacle 
of God. He also commanded them to set 
supper before him, and thereby greatly sur- 
prised his kindred and servants, while he did 
nothing of this when the child was sick, but 
did it all when he was dead. Wiiereupon, hav- 
ing first begged leave to ask him a question, 
they besought him to tell them the reason of 
this his conduct; he then called them unskil- 
ful people, and instructed tli^in how* he had 
hopes of the recovery of the child while it was 
alive, and accordingly did all that was proper 
for him to do, as thinking by such means to 
render God propitious to him ; hut that when 
the child was dead, there was no longer any 
occasion for grief, which was then to no pur- 
pose, When he had said this, they commend- 
ed the king*s wisdom and understanding. 
He then went in unto Bathsheha his wdfe, 
and she conceived and bare a son ; and by 
the command of Nathan the prophet, called 
his name Solomon. 

5. But Joah sorely distressed the Ammon- 
ites in the siege, by cutting off their waters, 
and depriving them of other means of sub- 
sistence, till they were in the greatest want of 
meat and drink, for they depended only on 
one small well of witter, and this they durst 
not drink of too freely, lest the fountain 
should entirely fail them. So he wrote to the 
king, and informed him thereof ; and persuad- 
ed him to come himself to take the city, that 
he might have the honour of the victory. 
Upon this letter of Joab's, the king accepted 
of his good-will and fidelity, and took with 
him his army, and came to the destruction oi 
Ilabbah ; and when he had taken it by foi'i'*i« 
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he gave it to his soldiers to plunder it ; but 
he himself took the king of the Ammonites* 
crown, the weight of which was a talent of 
gold ; * and it had in its middle a precious 
stone called a sardonyx ; which crown David 
ever after wore on his own head. He also 
found many other vessels in the city, and those 
both splendid and of great price; but as for 
the men, he tormented them, ^ and then de- 
stroyed them : and when he had taken the 
other cities of the Ammonites by force, he 
treated them after the same manner. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW ABSAI.OM MURDERED AMNON, WHO HAD 
FORCED HIS OWN SISTER; AND HOW HE WAS 
BANMSHED, AND AFTERWARDS RECALLED BY i 
DAVID. 


§ 1. When the king was returned to Jerusa- 
lem, a sad misfortune befel his house, on tliej 
occasion following: He had a daughter, who 
was yet a virgin, and very handsome, inso- 
much that she surpassed all the most beauti- 
ful women ; her name was Tamar ; she had 
the sntne mother with Absalom. Now Am- 
non, David’s eldest son, fell in love wdth her, 
and being not ‘able to obtain his desires, on ac- 
count of her virginity, and the custody she 
was under, was so much out of order, nay, 
his grief so eat up his body, that he grew lean, 
and Ills colour was changed. Now there was 
one Jonadab, a kinsman and friend of his, 
who discovered this his passion, for he was an 
extraordinary wise man, and of great sagacity 
of mind. Whnn, therefore, he saw that every 
morning Ainnon was not in body as be ought 
to be, he came to him, and desired him to tell 
him what was the cause of it : however, he 
said that he guessed that it arose from the pas- 
sion of love. A^'inon confessed his passion, 
that he was in love with a sister of his, who 
bad the same father with himself. So Jona- 
dab suggested to him by what method and 


* 'That a talent of gold was about seven pounds 
weight, see the dehcription of the temples, chap. xUi. 
Nor could Jox phus well estimate it nigher, since he 
here says that David wore it on his heat! |Krpctuaily. 

t W nethei^Josephus saw the words of our copies, 2 
Sam. xii, .’51, and I ( hron. xx, .1, that David put the 
inhabibmU, or at least the garrison of Rabbah, and of 
the other Ammonite cities which he iK’siegcd and took, 
under, or cut them with saws, and under, or with har- 
rows of iron, and under, or with axes of iron, and made 
them pass through the brick kiln, is not here directly 
exiircisetl. If he saw them, as it i. ir^wt probable he 
did, he certainly expounded them of tormenting these 
Ammonites to death, who were none of tliose seven na- 
tions of Canaan, whose wickedness hail rendereii them 
incapable of mercy ; otherwise I should be inelinabte 
to think that the meaning, at least as the words are In 
Samuel, might only be this : That they were made the 
lowTOt slaves, to work in sawing timber or stone, in liar- 
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remember, meet with such methods of crueJty in nut- 
death in all the Bible, or in any other ao- 
•• do the words in Samuel 
•aem naturally to refer to any such thing. 


contrivance he might obtain hie desirea ; foi 
he persuaded him to pretend sickness, and 
bade him, when his father should come to hipi, 
to beg of him that his sister might come and 
minister to him ; for, if that were done, he 
should be better, and should quickly recover 
from his distemper. So Amnon lay down on 
his bed, and pretended to be sick, as Jonadab 
had suggested. When his father came, and 
inquired how be did, he begged of him to send 
his sister to him. Accordingly, he presently 
ordered her to be brought to him ; and when 
she was come, Amnon bade her make cakes 
for him, and fry them in a pan, and do it all 
with her own hands, because he should take 
them better from her band [than from any 
one's else]. So she kneaded the dour in the 
sight of her brother, and made him cakes, and 
baked them in a pan, and brought them to 
him ; but at that time he would not taste them, 
but gave order to his servants to send ail that 
were there out of his chamber, because he had 
a mind to repose himself, free from tumult 
and disturbance. As soon as what he had 
commanded was done, lie desired his sister to 
bring his supper to him into tlie inner parlour $ 
which, when the damsel had done, he took 
hold of her, and endeavoured to persuade her 
to lie with him. Whereupon the damsel cried 
out, and said, ** Nay, brother, do not force 
me, nor be so wicked as to transgress the laws, 
and bring upon thyself the utmost confusion. 
Curb this thy unrighteous and impure Itist, 
from which our house will get notliiiig but 
reproach and disgrace.** She also advised biin 
to speak to bis father about t'lis affair; foi 
he would permit him [to marry her]. This 
she said, as desirous to avoid her brother’s vio- 
lent passion at present. But he would not 
yield to her; but, inflamed with love and 
blinded with the vehemency of his passion, he 
forced bis sister: but as soon as Amnon had 
satisfied his lust, he hated her immediately, 
and giving her reproachful words, bade her 
rise up and be gone. And when she said 
that this was a more injurious treatment than 
the former, if, now he- had forced her, he would 
not let her stay with^liim till the evening, but 
bid her go away in the day-time, and while it 
was light, tliat slie might meet with people 
tliat would be witness of her shame,— -lie com- 
manded his servant to turn her out of his 
house. Whereupon she was sorely grieved 
at the injury and violence that had been ofier- 
ed to her, and rent her loose coat (for the vir- 
gins of old time wore such loose coats tied at 
the hands, and let down to the ankles, that 
the inner coats might not be seen), and 
sprinkled ashes on her head ; and went up 
tl»e middle of the city, crying out and Ument- 
ing for the violence that had lieeii offered her. 
Now Absalom, her brother, happened to meet 
her, and asked her What sad tiling had be- 
fallen her, that she was in that plight ; and 
when ili^ had told him what injury had been 
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offered ner, he comforted her, and desired her 
to be quiet, and take all patiently, and not to 
eatcem her being corrupted by her brother as 
an injury. So she yielded to his advice, and 
left off her crying out, and discovering the 
force oflf'ered her to the multitude : and she 
continued as a widow with her brother Absa- 
lom a long time. 

When David his father knew this, he 
was grieved at the actions of Atnnon ; but be- 
cause he had an extraordinary aflection for 
him, for he was his eldest son, he was com- 
pelled not to afflict him ; but Absalom watch- 
ed for a fit opportunity of revenging this crime 
upon him, for he thoroughly hated him. Now 
the second year after this wicked affair about 
his sister was over, and Absalom was about to 
go to sheer his own sheep at llaalhazor, wfiich 
is a city in the portion of Ephraim, he be- 
sought his father, as well as his brethren, to 
come and feast with him ; but when David 
excused himself, as not being willing to be 
burdensome to him, Absalom desired he would 
however send his brethren ; whom he did send 
accordingly. Then Absalom charged his own 
servants, that when they should see Amnon 
disordered and drowsy with wine, and he 
should give them a signal, they should fear no- 
body, but kill him, 

8. When they had done as they were com- 
manded, the rest of his brethren were astonish- 
ed and disturbed, and were afraid for them* 
selves, so they iminediutely got on horseback, 
and rode away to their father: but somebody 
there was who prevented them, and told their 
father they were all slain by Absalom; where- 
uj)on lie was overcome with sorrow, as for so 
many of his sons that were destroyed at once, 
and that by their brother also; and by this com 
sidcration, that it was their brother that appear- 
ed to have slain them, he aggravated his sorrow 
for them. So he neither inquired what was 
the cause of this slaughter, nor staid to hear 
any thing else, which yet it was but reasonable 
to have done, wben so very great, and by that 
greatness so incredible n misfortune was relat- 
ed to him, he rent his clothes, and threw him- 
self upon the ground, and there lay lamenting 
the loss of all his sons, both those who, as he 
was informed, were slain, and of him who slev 
them. But Jonadab, the son of his brother 
Shemeah, entreated him not to indulge his 
sorrow so far, for as to the rest of his sons he 
did not believe tliat they were slain, for he 
found no cause for such a suspicion ; but he 
said it might deserve inquiry as to Amnon, 
for it was not unlikely that Absalom might 
venture to kill him on account of the injury 
he had oflered to Tamar, Iii-tlie mean time, 
a great noise of horses, and a tumult of some 
people that were coming, turned their attention 
to them ; they were the king's sons, who were 
fled away from the feast. So their father met 
them as they were in the. grief, and he him- 
self grieved with tliem ; but it was more than 


he expected to see those his sons again, whom 
he had a little before heard to have perished. 
However, there were tears on both sides ; they 
lamenting their brother who was killed, and 
the king lamenting his son, who was killed 
also; but Absalom fied to Geshur, to bis 
grandfather by his mother’s side, who was king 
of that country, and he remained with him 
three whole years. 

4. Now David had a design to send to Ab- 
salom, not that he should come to be punished, 
>ut that he might be with him, for the eilects 
af his anger were abated by length of time. 
It was Joab the captain of his host, that chief- 
ly persuaded him so to do ; for he suborned 
an ordinary woman, that was stricken in age, 
;o go to the king in mourning apparel, who 
said thus to hini : — That two of her sons, in a 
coarse way, had some difl'ereiice between them, 
and that in the progress of that difference they 
came to an open quarrel, and that one was 
smitten by the other, and was dead ; and she 
desired him to interpose in this case, and to 
do her the favour to save this her son from her 
kindred, who were very zealous to have him 
that had slain his brother put to death, that so 
she might not be farther deprived of the hopes 
she had of being taken care of in hei old age 
by him; and that if he would hinder this 
slaughter of her son by those that wished for 
it, he would do her a great favour, because 
the kindred would not be restrained from their 
purpose by any thing else than by the fear of 
him and wben the king had given his con- 
lent to what the woman had begged of him, 
she made this reply to him ; — “ I owe thee 
thanks for thy benignity to me in pitying my 
old age, and preventing the loss of my only 
remairiing child ; but in order to assure me 
of this thy kindness, be first reconciled to thine 
own son, and cease to be angry with him ; for 
how shall I persuade myself that thou hast 
really bestowed this favour upon me, while 
thou thyself contiiuiest after the like mannei 
in thy wrath to thine own son ? for it is a fool- 
ish tiling to add wilfully another to thy dead 
son, while the death of the other was brought 
about without thy consent:*’ — and now the 
king perceived that this pretended story wai 
a subordination derived from Joab, aiul was 
of his contrivance ; and when, uiM)n inquiry 
of the old woman, he understood it to be so 
in reality, he called for Joab, and told him he 
had obtained what he requested according to 
his own mind ; and he bid him bring Absalom 
back, for he was not now displeased, but had 
already ceased to be angry with him. So Joab 
bowed himself down to the king, and took his 
words kindly, and went immediately to Ge- 
shur, and took Absalom with him, and came to 
Jerusalem. 

5. However, the king sent a message to hit 
son beforehand, as he was coming, and com- 
manded him to retire to his own house, for 
he was not yet iu such a disposition as 
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think fit at present to see him. According- 
ly, upon the father's command, he avoided 
coming into his presence, and contented him- 
self with the respects paid him by his own 
family only. Now his beauty was not im- 
paired, cither by the gisief he had been un- 
der, or by the w'ant of such care as was 
proper to be taken of a king*s son, for he 
still surpassed and excelled all men in the 
tallness of his body, and was more eininetit 
jin a fine appearance] than those that dieted 
the most luxuriously ; and indeed such was 
the thickness of the hair of his head, that it 
was with difficulty he was polled every eighth 
day ; and his hair weighed two hundred she- 
kels, • which are five pounds. However, he 
dwelt in Jerusalem two years, and became 
the father of three sons, and one daughter ; 
which daughter was of very great beauty, 
and which Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, 
took to wife afterward, and had by her a son 
named Abijah ; but Absalom sent to Joab, 
and desired him to pacify his father entirely 
towards him j and to beseech him to give him 
leave to come to him to see him, and speak 
with him; but when Joab neglected so to do, he 
sent some of his own servants, and set fire to 
the field adjoining to him ; which, when Joab 
understood, he came to Absalom, and accused 
him of what he had done ; and asked him the 
reason why he did so ? To which Absalom 
replied, that ** 1 have found out this strata- 
gem that might bring tlicc to us, while thou 
hast taken no care to perform the injunction 
I laid tipon thee, which was this, to reconcile 
my father to me ; and I really beg it of thee, 
liDw thou art here, to pacify my father as to 
me, since 1 esteem my coming hither to be 
more grievous than my banishment, while my 
father’s wrath against me continues.” Here- 
by Joab was perMtaded, and pitied the distress 
that Absalom was in, and became an interces- 
sor with the king for him ; and when he had 
discoursed with his father, he soon brought 
him to that amicable disposition towards Ab- 
salom, that he presently sent for him to come 
to him ; and when he had cast himself dowm 
upon the ground, and had begged for the 
forgiveness of his ofil'ences, the king raised 
him up, and promised him to forget what 1 
had formerly done. 


CHAPTER IX. 

Cf'NCERNING THE INSURRECTION OF ABSALOM 
AGAINST DAVID; AND CONCERNING AHl- 
THOPHEL AND UUSHAl ; AND CONCERNING 
ZIfiA AND SHIMEI ; AND HOW AHITHOPHEL 
HANGED HIMSELF. 

§ 1. Now Absalom, upon this his success with 
the king, procured to himself a great many 

* Of this weight of Absalom's hair, how in twenty or 
mirty years it might well amount to two hundred she- 


horses, and many chariots, and that in a little 
time also. He had moreover fifty armour* 
bearers that were about him, and he came 
early every day to the king’s palace, and 
spake what w'as agreeable to such as came for 
justice and lost their causes, as if that hap- 
pened for want of good counsellors about the 
king, or perhaps because the judges mistook 
in that unjust sentence they gave ; whereby 
he gained the good-will of them all. He 
told them, that bad he but such aulliority com- 
mitted to him, he would distribute justice 
to them in a most equitable manner. When 
be ’^.ad made himself so popular among the 
multitude, be thought he had already the 
good-will of the people secured to him ; but 
when four years f had passed since his fa- 
ther’s reconciliation to him, he came to him, 
and besought him to give him leave to go to 
Hebron, and pay a sacrifice to God, because 
he vowed it to him when he fled out of the 
country. So when David had granted his 
request, he went thither, and great multitudes 
came running together to him, for he had 
sent to a great number so to do. 

2. Among them came Ahithopliel the Gi- 
lonite, a counsellor of David’s, and two hun- 
dred men out of Jerusalem itself, who knew 
not his intentions, but were sent for as to a 
sacrifice. So he was appointed king by all 
of them, which he obtained by this stratagem. 
As soon ns this news was brought to David, 
and he was informed of what he did not ex- 
pect from his son, he was affrighted at this his 
impious and bold undertaking, and wondered 
that he was so far from remembering how his 
offence had been so lately forgiven liim, that 
he undertook much worse and more wicked 
enterprizes ; first, to deprive him of that 
kingdom which was given him of God; and, 
secondly, to take away his own father’s life. 
He therefore resolved to fly to the parts be- 
yond Jordan ; so he called his most intimate 
friends together, and communicated to them 
all that he had heard of his son’s madness. 
He committed himself to God, to judge be- 
tween them about all their actions ; and left 
the care of his royal palace to his ten concu- 
bines, and w'ent away from Jerusalem, being 
willingly accompanied by the rest of the mul- 

kels, or to somewhat above six pounds avoirdupois, see 
the Literal Amunplishment of I*rophecies, page 77, 78. 
Hut a late very judicious author thinks that thcLxxii 
meant not its weight, but its value was twenty sliekcls. 
Dr. Wall’s Critioal Notes on the Old Testament, upon 
^ Sam. xiv. 26. It docs not appear what was Jose- 
phus’s opinion : he sets the text down honestly as he 
found it in his copies, only he thought, that **at the 
end of days," when Absalom polled or weighed his hair 
was once a week. 

t This is one of the best corrections that Josei^U8|^ 
copy aftbrds us of a text that, in our ordinary copies, is 
grossly corrupted. They say that this rebellion of Ab- 
salom was forty years after what went before (of his re- 
conciliation to nis father), whereas the series of the 
history shows it couid not be more than four years aftei 
it, as hero in Josephus, whose number is directly con- 
firmed by that copy of the Septuagint version whena 
1 the Armenian translation was made, which gives uft the 
! same small number of four years. 
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titude^ who went hastily away with him, and 
particularly by those six hundred armed men, 
W'ho had been with him from his first flight in 
the days of Saul. But he persuaded Ahia- 
,thar and Zadok, tlie hi h>priests, who had de- 
termined to go away with him, as also all the 
I^evites, who w'ere with the ark, to stay be- 
hind, as hoping that God would deliver him 
without its removal ; hut he charged them to 
let him know privately how all things went 
on ; and he had their sons, Ahimaaz the son 
of Zadok, and Jonathan the son of Ahiathar, 
for faithful ministers in all things ; hut Ittai 
the Gittite went out with him whether David 
would let him or not, for he would have per- 
suaded him to stay, and on that account he 
appeared the more friendly to him ; hut as he 
was ascending the mount of Olives barefoot- 
ed, and all his company were in tears, it was 
told him that Ahithophel was with Absalom, 
and was of his side. This hearing augment- 
ed his grief ; and he besought CJod earnestly 
to alienate the mind of Absalom from Ahitho- 
phel, for he w’as afraid that he should persuade 
him to follow his pernicious counsel, for he 
was a prudent man, ar.l very sharp in seeing 
what was advantageous. When David was 
gotten upon the top of the mountain, he took 
a view of the city ; and prayed to God with 
abundance of tears, as having already lost his 
kingdom: and here it was that a faithful 
friend of his, whose name was Husliai, met 
him. When David saw him with his clothes 
rent, and having ashes all over his head, and 
in lamentation for the great change of affairs, 
lie comforted him, and exhorted him to leave 
off grieving ; nay, at length he besought him 
to go back to Absalom, and appear as one of 
his party, and to fish out the secretest coun- 
sels of his mind, and to contradict the coun- 
sels of Ahithophel, for that he could not do 
him so much good by being with him as 
he might by being with Absalom. So he 
was prevailed on by David, and left him, and 
came to Jerusalem, wliither Absalom liimself 
came also n little while afterward. 

3. When David was gone a little farther, 
there met him Ziha, the servant of Mephi- 
bosheth (whom he had sent to ta|cc care of 
the possessions which had been given him, as 
the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul) with a 
couple of asses, loaden with provisions, and 
desired him to take as much of them as he 
and his followers stood in need of. And 
when the king asked him w'herc he had left 
Mephihoshetli, ho said he had left him in 
Jerusalem, expecting to he chosen king in the 
present confusions, in remembrance of the 
benefits Saul had conferred upon them. At 
this the king had great indignation, and gave 
to Ziha all that ne had formerly In^stowed on 
MepUibosheth, for he determined that it was 
much fitter that he should have them than the 
other; at which Ziha greatly re^joiced. 

4. When David was at Baburimi a place 
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so called, there came out a kinsman of Saul's, 
whose name was Shimei, and threw stones at 
him, and gave him reproachful words; and 
as his friends stood about the king and pro- 
tected him, he persevered still more in his re- 
proiiches, and called' him a bloody man, and 
the author of all sorts of mischief. He bade 
him also go out of the land as an impure and 
I accursed wretch ; and he thanked God for 
depriving him of his kingdom, and causing 
him to bo punished for what injuries ho had 
done to his master [Saul and this by the 
means of his own son. Now when they were 
all provoked against him, and angry at him, 
and particularly Ahishai, who had a mind to 
kill Shimei, David restrained his anger. “ Let 
us not," said ho, “ bring upon ourselves ano- 
ther fresh misfortune to tliose we have already, 
for truly I have not the least regaj^d nor con- 
cern for this dog that raves at me ; I submit 
myself to God, by w'hose permission this man 
treats me in such a wild manner; nor is it 
any wonder that I am obliged to undergo these 
abuses from him, w'hile 1 experience the like 
I from an impious son of my own ; hut )>erhaps 
God w’ill have some commiseration upon us; 
if it he his will wc shall overcome them." So 
he w'cnt on his way w ilhout troubling himself 
w'ith Shimei, who ran along the other side of 
the mountain, and threw out his abusive lan- 
guage plentifully. But when David was conic 
to Jordan, ho all(>w’ed those that w'cro w'ith 
him to refresh themselves; for they were 
weary. 

5. But when Absalom, and Ahithophel his 
counsellor, were come to Jeriisulem, with all 
the people, David's friend, Ilushai, came to 
them ; and when he had u’orshipped Absalom, 
he withall wished that his kingdom might last 
a long time, and continue for all ages. But 
wdien Absalom said to him, How comes 
this, that he who was so intimate a friend of 
my father’s, and appeared faithful to him in all 
things, is nut with him now, but hath left him, 
and is come over to me ? * Huslmi’s answer 
was very pertinent and prudent ; for he said, 
“ We ought to follow God and the multitude 
of the people ; while these, therefore, my lord 
and muster, are with thee, it is fit that I should 
follow them, for thou hast received the king- 
dom from God. I will therefore, if thou he- 
lievest me to be thy friend, show the same 
'fidelity and kindness to thee, which thou 
•kuow'est 1 have shown to thy father: nor is 
! there any reason to he in the least dissatisfied 
with the present state of ailairs, for the kiug- 
' dom is not transferred into another, hut re- 
I mains still in the same family, by the son’s 
receiving it after his father." This speech 
persuaded Absalom, who before suspected 
Ilushai. And now he called Ahiihophel» 
and consulted with him w hat he ought to do ; 
be persuaded him to go in unto his fatlier's 
I concubines; for he said, that "by this ac- 
tion the people would believe that thy 
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cnce with thy father is irrcconcileoble, and 
will thence fij^ht with great alacrity against 
thy father, for hilherto they are afraid of tak 
ing up open enmity against him, out of an 
expectation that 5 mu will he reconciled again.” 
Accordingly Absalom was prevailed on by 
this advice, and commanded his servants to 
pitch him a tent upon the top of the royal 
palace, in the sight of the multitude ; and he 
went in and lay with his father’s concubines. 
Now this came to pass according to the pre- 
diction of Nathan, when > lie prophesied and 
signified to him that his son would rise up in 
rebellion against him. 

6. And when Absalom had done what he 
w'as advised to by Ahithophcl, he desired his 
advice, in the second place, about the war 
against his father. Now Ahithophel only ask- 
ed him to let him have ten thousand chosen 
men, and he promised he w’ould slay his fa- 
ther, and bring the soldiers back again in 
safety ; and he said, that then the kingdom 
would be firm to him when David was dead 
\hnt not otherwise]. Absalom was pleased 
with this advice, and called for Hushai, Da- 
vid’s friend (for so did he style him), and in- 
formed him of the opinion of Ahithophel : he 
asked, farther, what was his opinion concern- 
ing that matter. Now be w'as sensible that 
if Aliithopliers counsel were followed, David 
would be in danger of being seized on, and 
slain; so be attempted to introduce a contrary 
opitnon, and said, ** Thou art not unacquaint- 
ed, O king, with the valour of thy father, and 
of those that aif now with him ; that he hath 
made many wars, and hath always come ofi 
with victory, though probably he now abides 
in the camp, for he is very skilful in strata 
gems, and in foreseeing the deceitful tricks of 
i)is enemies ; yet will he leave his own soldiers 
in the evening, and will cither hide himself in 
some valley, or will place an ambush at some 
rock ; so tliat, when our army joins battle 
with him, Ins so'tdicrs will retire for a little 
wliile, but wall come upon us again, as en- 
couraged by the king’s being near them; and 
in the mean time your father will show him- 
self suddenly in the time of the battle, and 
will infuse courage into liis own people when 
they are in danger, hut bring consternation to 
thine. Consider, therefore, my advice, and 
reason upon it, and if thou canst not but ac. 
knowledge it tq he the best, reject the opinion 
of Ahithophel. Send to the entire country of 
the Hebrews, and order them to come and 
fight with ihy father ; and do thou thy8eif| 
take the army, and be thine own general in 
this w'ar, and do not trust its management to 
another; then expect to cr'iiquer him with 
ease, when thou overtakest him openly with 
his few partizans, but hast thyself many ten 
thousands, who will be desirous to demon- 
strate to thee their diligence and alacrity. And 
if thy father shall shut himself up in gome 
«*tyi and bear a siege, we will overthrow tliat 
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city w'ith machines of war, and by undermin* 
ing it.** When Hushai had said this, he ob- 
tained point against Ahithuphcl, for Ins 
opinion was preferred by Absalom before the 
oiher*s; how'cver, it w'as no other than God • 
who made the counsel of Hushai appear best 
to the mind of Absalom. 

7. So Hushai made haste to the high-pricsts, 
Zadok and Abiathar, and tolJ them the opi. 
iiion of Ahithophel, and his own, and that the 
resolution w'as taken to follow this latter ad- 
vice. He therefore hade them send to David, 
and tell him of it, and to inform him of the 
counsels that had been taken ; and to desire 
him farther to pass quickly over Jordan, lest 
his son should change his mind, and make 
haste to pursue him, and so prevent him, and 
seize upon him before lie be in safety. Now 
the high-priests had their sons concealed in a 
proper place out of the city, that they might 
carry news to David of what was transacted, 
Accordingly, they scut a maid-servant, whom 
they could trust, to them, to carry the news 
of Absalom’s counsels, and ordered them to 
signify the same to David with all speed. So 
they made no excuse nor delay, but, taking 
along with them their fathers’ injunctions, 
because pious and faithful ministers ; and, 
judging that quickness and suddenness was 
the best mark o.‘‘ faithful service, they made 
haste to meet with David. But certain horse- 
men saw them when they were two furlongs 
from the city, and informed Absalom of them, 
who immediately sent some to take them ; but 
when the sons of the high -priests perceived this, 
they went out of tiie road, and betook them- 
selves to a certain village (that village was 
called Bahurim); there they desired a certain 
woman to hide them, and afford tliem secu- 
rity. Accordingly she let the young men 
down by a rope into a well, and laid fleeces 
of wool over them ; and when those that pur- 
sued them came to her, and asked her whether 
she saw them, she did not deny that she had 
seen them, for that they staid with her some 
time, but she said they then went their ways^ 
and she foretold, that, however, if they would 
follow them directly, they would catek them ; 

• This reflecHon of Josephus’s, that God brought to 
nought tlie dangerous counsel of Ahithopiiel, and di- 
rectly Infatuated wicked Absalom to reject it (which In- 
fatuation is what the .Scripture styles tJie iudicial iiarden- 
iiig the heart*!, and blinding the eyes of men, who, by 
their former voluntary wickwlncss, have justly deserved 
to be destroyed, and* are thereby brought to ilestruc- 
tioui, is a very j\»st one, and in him not unfretptent. 
Nor does Josephus ever puz/lc himself, or perplex his 
readers, with subtile hypotiiescs as to the manner of 
such judicial infiituations by God, while the justice of 
them is generally so obvious, i'hat peculiar manner 
of the divine o|ierations, or permissions, or the means 
Goil makes u.seof in such ea.se.s, is often iinpenetrabie 
by us. ** Secret tilings bidotig to the Lord our God ; 
but those things that are revealeci belong to us, and to 
our childrt'n for ever, that we may do all the wonts of 
this iiiw,” Deut. xxix. ';^9. Nor h'avc all the subtilties 
of the moderns, as far as I sec, given any oonsidcrabie 
light in this, and many otlter the like points of tlilHcul- 
ty relating either to divine or human o|)orations.— S m 
the notes on Antiq. b. v, ch. i, sect. 2 ; and Antiq. Ik 
ix, ch. iv, sect. S, 
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but when, after a long i)ursuit, they could not 
catch them, they came back again ; and when 
the woman saw tliose men were returned, and 
that there was no longer any fear of the young 
men's being caught by them, she drew them 
up by the rope, and bade them go on their 
journey. Accordingly they used great dili- 
gence in the prosecution of that journey, and 
came to David and informed him accurately 
of all the counsels of Absalom. So he coin- 
matided those that were witli him to pass over 
Jordan while it was night, and not to delay at 
all on iliut account. 

8. Ilut Ahitliojdiel, on rejection of his ad- 
vice, got upon his ass and rode away to his 
own country, Gilon j and, calling his family 
together, he told them disti nelly what advice 
he had given Absalom ; and since he had not 
been persuaded by it, he said he would evi- 
dently perish, and this in no long time, and 
that David would overcome him, and return 
to his kingdom again ; so he said it was belter 
that he should take his own life away with 
freedom and magnanimity, than cxiiose him- 
self to be punished by David, in opposition 
to whom he had acted entirely for Absalom. 
When he had discoursed thus to them, he 
went into the inmost room of his house, and 
hanged himself; and thus was the death of 
Ahithopliel, who was self-condemned; and 
when his relations had taken him down from 
the halter, they took care of his funeral. Now, 
as for David, he ])asscd over Jordan, as we 
have said already, and came to Mahanaini, a 
very fine and very strong city ; and all the 
chief men of the country received him with 
great pleasure, both out of ihe shame they 
had that he should be forced to flee away 
[from Jerusalem], and out of the respect they 
bare him while he was in his former prospe- 
rity. These were Barzillai the Gileadite, and 
Siphar the rulei among the Ammonites, and 
Muchir the principal man of Gilead ; and 
these furnished him with plentiful provisions 
for himself and his followers, insomuch that 
they wanted no beds nor blankets for them, 
nor loaves of bread, nor wine; nay, they 
brought them a great many cattle for slaugh- 
ter, and afforded them W'hat furniture they 
wanted for their refreshment when they were 
weary, and for food, witli plenty of other ne- 
cessaries. 


CHABTEU X. 

HOW, WHEN ABSALOM WAS BEAT^IN, HE WAS 
CAUGHT IN A TllEK BY HIS HAIR, AND WAS 
SLAIN. 

§ 1. And this was the state of David and his 
followers: but Absalom ^ together a vast 
army of the Hebrews to oppose his father, and 
passed tbcrewiUi over the river Jordan, 


sat down not far off Mahanaim, in the country 
of Gilead. He appointed Amas.a to be cap- 
tain of all his host, instead of Joab his kins- 
man ; his father was Itlira, and his mother 
Abigail : now she and Zeriiiah, the mother of 
Joab, were David's sisters ; but when David 
had numbered liis followers, and found them 
to be about four thousand, lie resolved not to 
tarry till Absalom attacked him, but set over 
his men captains of thousands, and captains of 
hundreds, and divided his army into three 
parts ; the one part he eomnutte(i to Joab, the 
next to Abishai, Joab's brother, and the third 
to Ittai, David's companion and friend, but 
•nc that came from the city Gath ; and when 
he was desirous of fighting himself a^iong 
them, his friends w'ould not let him : and this 
refusal of theirs was founded ujion very wise 
reasons: — “ For,” said they, “if we be con- 
:juered when he is with us, w'e have lost all 
good hopes of recovering ourselves ; but if w'c 
hould be beaten in one p.irt of our army, 
the other parts may retire to him, and may 
lerehy prepare a greater force, w bile the ene- 
my w'ill naturally sujipose that he hatli another 
army with him.” So David was pleased with 
this their advice, and resolved himself ^o tarry 
at Mahanaim ; and as he sent his friends and 
commanders to the battle, be desired them to 
how all possible alacrity and fidelity, and to 
bear in mind what advantages they had received 
from him, which, though they had not been 
very great, yet had they not been quite incon- 
siderable ; and he begged of them to spare the 
young man Absalom, lest soui#^nischief should 
befall himself, if he should be killed ; and thus 
did he send out his army to the battle, and 
wished them victory therein. 

2, Then did Joab put his army in battle 
array over-against the enemy in the Great 
l*iain, where ho had a wood behind him. Ab- 
salom also brought his army into the field to op- 
pose him. Upon the joining of the battle, both 
sides sliowed great actions with their hands 
and their boldness ; the one side exposing 
themselves to tlie greatest hazards, and using 
their utmost alacrity, that David might recover 
his kingdotn ; and the other being no w’ay de- 
ficient, either in doing or suflering, that Ab- 
salom inigiit not be deprived of that kingdom, 
and be brouglit to punisiiment by his father, 
for his impudent attempt ag.airist him. Tliose 
also that were the most nuinerqus were solicit- 
ous that they might not be conquered by those 
few that WTre wi th J oah, and wdth the other com- 
manders, because that w'ould be the greatest 
disgrace to them; w-hile David’s soldiers 
strove greatly to overcome so many ten thou- 
sands as the enemy had with them. Now 
David’s men w'ere conquerors, as superior in 
strength and skill in war ; so they followed the 
others as they fled away through the forests 
and Valleys; some llK;y took prisoners, and 
many they slew, and more in tile flight than 
in the battle, for there fell about twenty^ thou* 
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sand that day. But all David*s men ran vioU | 
ently upon Absalom, for he was easily known | 
by his beauty and tallness. He was himself 
also afraid lest his enemies should seize on him, 
so he got upon the king’s mule and fled ; but 
as he was carried with violence, and noise, and 
a great motion, as being himself light, he en- 
tangled his hair greatly in the large boughs of 
a knotty tree that spread a great way, and 
there he hung, after a surprizing manner ; and 
as for the beast it went on farther, and that 
swiftly, as if his master had been still upon 
his back; but he hanging in the air upon the 
boughs, was taken by his enemies. Now when 
one of David’s soldiers saw this, he informed 
Joab of it ; and when the general said. That if 
he h^ shot at and killed Absalom, he would 
have given him fifty shekels, — he replied, I 
vould not have killed my master’s son if 
thou w'ouldst have given me a thousand 
shekels, especially when he desired that the 
young man might he spared, in the hearing 
of us all.” But Joab bade him show him 
where it was that he saw Absalom hang; 
whereupon he shot him to the heart, and slew 
him, and Joab’s armour bearers stood round 
the tree, and pulled down his dead body, and 
cast it into a great chasm that was out of 
sight, and laid a heap of stones upon him, till 
the cavity was filled up, and had both the 
appearance and the bigness of a grave. Then 
Joab sounded a retreat, and recalled his own 
soldiers from pursuing the enemy’s army, in 
order to spare their countrymen. 

fh Now Abs^rn had erected for himself 
a marble pillar m the king’s dale, two fur- 
longs distant from JtM usaletn, which he named 
Absalom’s If ind, saying, that if his children 
were killed, his name would remain by that 
pillar; for he had three sons and one daugh- 
ter, named raTiiar, as we said before, who, 
when she was married to David’s grandson, 
llehoboam, bare a son, Abijali by name, who 
succeeded his father iii the kingdom; but of 
these wc shall speak in a part of our history 
which will be more proper. After the death 
of Absalom, they returned every one to their 
own homes respectively. 

4. But now Ahiinaaz, the son of Zadok the 
high-priest, went to Joab, and desired he would 
permit him to go and tell David of this vic- 
tory, and to bring him the good news that 
Cod had afforded his assistance and his pro- 
vidence to him. • How ever, he did not grant 
his request, but said to him, ** Wilt thou, 
who hast always been the messenger of good 
•lews, now go and acquaint the king that his 
^on is dead ?” So he desired him to desist. 
He then called Cushi, and committed the 
business to him, that he should tell the king 
what he had seen. But when Ahimaaz again 
desired him to let him go as a messenger, and 
assured him that he would only relate what 
concerned the victory, but not concerning the 
tteath of Absalom, he gave him leave to go lo J 


David. Now he took a nearer road than the 
former did, for nobody knew it but himself, 
and he came before Cushi. Now as David 
was sitting between the gates,* and waiting 
to see when somebody would come to him 
from the battle, and tell him how it w’ent, one 
of the watcfin^en saw Ahimaaz running, and 
before he could discern who he was, he told 
David that he saw somebody coming to him, 
who said, he was a good messenger. A little 
while after, he informed him, that another 
messenger followed him ; whereupon the king 
said that he also was a good messenger: but 
when the w-atchman saw Ahimaaz, and that 
he was already very near, he gave the king 
notice, that it was the son of Zadok the 
high-priest, who came running. So David 
was very glad, and said he was a messenger 
of good tidings, and brought him some such 
news from the battle as he desired to hear. 

5. While the king was saying thus, Ahu 
raaaz appeared, and worshipped the king. 
And when the king inquired of him about 
the battle, he said he brought him the good 
news of victory and dominion. And when 
he inquired what he had to say concerning 
his, son, he said that he came away on the 
sudden as soon as the enemy was defeated, 
but that he heard a great noise of those that 
pursued Absalom, and that he could learn no 
more, because of the haste he made when 
Joab sent him to inform him of the victory. 
But when Cushi was come, and had worship- 
ped him, and informed Jiim of the victory, he 
asked him about his son, who replied, ** May 
the like misfortune befal thine enemies as 
hath befallen Absalom.” That word did not 
permit either himself or his soldiers to rejoice 
at the victory, though it was a very great one ; 
but David went up to the highest part of the 
city,f and wept for his son, and beat his 
breast, tearing [the hair of] his head, torment. 
iug himself all manner of ways, and crying 
out, “ O, my son ! I wish that I had dieil 
myself, and ended my days with thee !” for 
he was of a tender natural aflection, and had 
extraordinary compassion for this son in par- 
ticular. But when the army and Joab heard 
that the king mourned for his son, they were 
ashamed to enter the city in the habit of con- 
querors, but they all came in as cast down, 

» The reader need not be surpriseil at this aocovintol 
David's throne, both here and 2 ^'ain. xviii. St, that it 
was between two gates, or portals ; gates being in cities, 
as well as at the temple, large open places, with a por 
tal at the entrance, and another at the exit, between 
wliich judicial causes were heard, and public consulta- 
tions taken, as is well known from several places ol 
Scripture, 2 (.’hron. xxxi, 2; Psal. ix, H; cxxvii, .'it 
l*rov. 1, 21 ; viii, 3, 34; xxxi, 23 ; and often elsewhere. 

t Since David was now in Mahanaim, ami in the 
open place of that city-gate, which seems still to have 
been built the highest of any part of the wall ; and since 
our other copies say he went up to the chamber over tne 
gate (2 Sam. xviii, 33;, I think we ought to correct our 
present reading in Josephus, and for city, should read 
fate, I. e instead of the highest part of me «/.y, should 
say tiie highest part of the jratf. Accordingly we find Da- 

presently, in Josephus, as well as in our other copies, 
2 Sam xix, 8, sitting as before, in the gate of the city 
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and in tears, as if they had been beaten, to leave off* his anger at them, and to become 
Now while the king covered himself, and friends with them, and, as he used to do, to 
grievously lamented his son, Joab went in to resume the care of their affairs, and take the 
him, and said, “ O my lord the king, thou kingdom again. This was often told to Da- 
art not aware that thou layest a blot on thy- vid. And, this notwithstanding, David sent 
self by what thou nowdoest; for thou now to Zadok and Abiathar the high>priests, that 
seemest to hate those that love thee, and un- they should speak to the rulers of the tribe of 
dergo dangers for thee ; nay to hate thyself | Judah after the manner following: That it 
and thy family, and to love those that arc thy would be a reproach upon them to permit the 
bitter enemies, and. to desire the company of other tribes to choose David for their king, 


those that are no more, and who have been 
justly slain j for had Absalom gotten the vic- 
tory, and Brrnly settled himself in the kingdom, 
there had been none of us left alive, but ail of 
us, beginning with thyself and thy children, 
had miserably perished, while our enemies 
had' not wept for us, but rejoiced over us, 
and punished even those that pitied us in our 
misfortunes; and thou art not ashamed to do 
tin's in the case of one that has been thy bit- 
ter enemy, who, while he was thine own son, 
hath proved so wicked to thee. Leave off*, 
therefore, thy unreasonable grief, and come 
abroad and be seen by thy soldiers, and return 
them thanks for the alacrity they showed in 
the fight; for I myself will this day per- 
suade the people to leave thee, and to give 
the kingdom to another, if thou continuest 
to do thus ; and then I shall make thee to 
grieve bitterly and in earnest.** Upon Joab*s 
speaking thus to him, he made the king leave 
off his sorrow, and brought him to the consi- 
deration of his aff’airs. So David changed 
his habit, and exposed himself in a manner 
fit to be seen by the multitude, and siit in the 
gates ; whereupon all the people heard of it, 
and ran together to him, and saluted him. 
And this was the present state of David's 
affairs. 


CHAPTER XI. 

HOW DAVID, WHEN HE HAD RECOVERED HIS 
KINGDOM, WAS RECONCILED TO SHlMEf, AND 
TO /IRA; AND SHOWED A GREAT AFFEC- 
TION TO BAUZILLAl : AND HOW, UPON THE 
RISE OF A SEDITIO.V, HE MADE AM ASA CAP- 
TAIN OF HIS HOST, IN ORDER TO PURSUE 
SHEBA; WHICH AM ASA WAS SLAIN BY JOAB. 

§ 1. Now those Hebrews that had been with 

Absalom, and had retired out of the battle, 
when they were all returned liome,^ sent mes- 
sengers to every city to put them in mind of| 
what benefits David had bestowed upon them, 
and of that liberty which he had procured 
them, by delivering them from many and great 
wars. But they complained, that whereas 
they had ejected him out of his kingdom, and 
committed it to another governor, which o- 
ther governor, whom they had set up, was al- 
ready dead ; ^ey did not now beseech David 


before their tribe, and this said he, while you 
are akin to him, and of the same common 
blood. He commanded them also to say the 
same to Amasa the captain of their forces, 
That whereas he was his sister’s son, he had 
not persuaded the multitude to restore the 
kingdom of David : that he might expec^frorr 
him not only a reconciliation, for that was al' 
ready granted, but that supreme command ot 
the army also which Absalom had bestowed 
upon him. Accordingly the high-priests, 
when they had discoursed with the rulers of 
the tribe, and said what the king had ordered 
them, persuaded Amasa to undertake the care 
of his affairs. So he persuaded that tribe to 
send immediately ambassadors to him, to be- 
seech him to return to his own kingdoir. The 
same did all the Israelites, at the like persua- 
sion of Amasa. 

2. When the ambassadors came to him, ho 
came to Jerusalem; and the tribe of Judah 
w’as the first that came to meet the king at the 
river Jordan ; and Siiimei, the son of Gera, 
came with a thousand men, which he brought 
with him out of the tribe o^^enjamin ; and 
Ziba, the freedman of Sain; with his sons, 
fifteen in number, and wiih his twenty ser- 
vants. All these, as well as the tribe of Ju- 
dah, laid a bridge [of* boats] over the river, 
that the king, and those that were with him, 
might with ease pass over it. Now as soon 
as he was come to Jordan, the tribe of Judah 
saluted him. Siiimei also came upon the 
I bridge, took hold of his feet, and prayed him 
to forgive him what he had utl’ended, and not 
to be too bitter against him, nor to think fit 
to make him tlie first example of severity un- 
I der his new autiiority ; but to consider that 
he had repented of his failure of duty, and 
I had taken care to come first of all to Jiirn. 
j While he was thus entreating the king, and 
moving him to compassion, Abishai, Joab’s 
brother, said, And shall not this man die for 
this, that he hath cursed that king whom God 
hath appointed lo reign over us.^ But Da- 
vid turned himself to him, and said, § ** Will 
you never leave off*, ye sons of Zeruiah ? Do 
not you, 1 pray, raise new troubles and sedi- 
tions among us, now the former are over ; for 
I would not have you ignorant, that I this day 
begin my reign, and therefore swear to remit to 
all offenders their punishments, and not to 
animadvert on any one that has sinned. Be 
thou, therefore,** said he, “ O Shimei, of good 
courage, and do not at all fear being put to 
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death.*’ So he worshipped him, and went on 
before him. 

3. Mephibosheth also, Saul’s grand>son, 
met David, clothed in a sordid garment, and 
having his hair thick and neglected ; for after 
David was fled away, he was in such grief 
that he had not polled his head, nor had he 
w'Qshed his clothes, as dooming himself to un. 
dergo such hardships upon occasion of the 
change of the king’s aflairs. Now he had 
been unjustly calumniated to the king by 
Ziba, his steward. When he had saluted the 
king, and worshipped him, the king began to 
ask him why he did not go out of Jerusalem 
with him, and accompany him during his 
flight ? He replied, that this piece of injus- 
tice was owing to Ziba ; because, when he 
was ordered to get things ready for his going 
out with him, he took no care of it, but re- 
garded him no more than if he had been a 
slave ; ** and, indeed, had I had my feet sound 
and strong, 1 had not deserted thee, for 1 
could then have made use af them in my 
flight: but this is not all the injury that Ziba 
has done me, as to my duty to thee, my lord 
and master, hut he hath calumniated me be- 
sides, and told lies about me of his own in- 
vention ; but I know thy mind will not ad- 
mit of such calumnies, but is righteously dis- 
posed, and a lover of truth, which it is also 
the will of God should prevail. For when 
thou w^st in the greatest danger of suflerinj 
hy my grandfather, and when, on that ac- 
count, our whole family might justly have 
been destroyed, thou wast moderate and mer- 
ciful, and didst ^en especially forget all those 
injuries, when, if thou hadst remembered 
them, thou hadst the power of punishing us 
for them ; but thou hast Judged me to be thy 
fricMid, and hast set me every day at thine 
own table; nor have 1 wanted any thing 
which one of thine own kinsmen, of greatest 
esteem with thee, could have expected.” 
When he liad said this, David Resolved nei- 
ther to punish Mephibosheth, nor to con- 
demn Ziba, as having belied his master; but 
said to him, that as he had [before] granted 
all his estate to Ziba, because he did not come 
ilong with him, so he [now] promised to for- 
give him, and ordered that the one half of his 
estate should be restored to him.* Where- 
upon Mephibosheth said, ** Nay, let Ziba lake 
all ; it suffices me that thou host recovered 
thy kingdom.” , 

4. But David desired Barzillai the Gilead- 

.* By David's disposal of Iialf Mephibosheth’s estate to 
2iba, one would imagine that Me was a g(X)d deal dissa- 
Us(ie<|,and doubtful whether Mephibosheth’s story were 
entirely true or not: nor does David now invite him to 
diet with him, as he did beforc,4}ut only forgives him, 
tf he had been at all guilty. Nor is this outl way of 
tpournin^ that Mephibosheth made use of hero, anti ^ 
Sam. xix, .24, wiiuily free from suspicion of hypocrisy. 
If Ziba neglected or refused to bring Mephibosheth a'o 
ass of his own, on which he might ride to David, It is 
hard to suppose that so great a man as he was should 
not be able to procure some other beast for the same 
purpose. 


ite, that great and good man, and one that 
had made a plentiful provision for him at 
Mahanaim, and had conducted him as far as 
Jordan, to accompany him to Jerusalem, for 
he promised to treat him in his old age with 
all manner of respect-<-to take care of him, 
and provide for him. But Barzillai was so 
desirous to live at home, that he entreated 
him to excuse him from attendance on him ; 
and said, that his age was too great to enjoy 
the pleasures [of a court], since he was four« 
score years old, and was therefore making 
provision for his death and burial ; so he de>- 
sired him to gratify him in this request, and 
dismiss him ; for he had no relish of his meat 
or his drink, by reason of his age ; and that 
his ears were too much shut up to hear the 
sound of pipes, or the melody of other musi- 
cal instruments, such as all those that live 
with kings delight in. When he entreated 
for this so earnestly, the king said, 1 dis- 
miss thee; but thou shall grant me thy son 
Chimham, and upon him 1 wdll bestow all 
sorts of good things.” So Barzillai left his 
son with him, and worshipped the king, and 
wished him a ])rosperous conclusion of all his 
affairs according to his own mind, and then 
returned home : but David came to Gilgal, 
having about him half the people [of Israel,] 
and the [whole] tribe of Judah. 

5. Now the principal men of the country 
came to Gilgal to him witli a great multitude, 
and complained of the tribe of Judah, tiiat 
they hud come to him in a private manner, 
%vhereas they ought all conjointly, and with 
one and the same intention, to have given 
him the meeting. But the rulers of the tribe 
of Judah desired them not to be displeased if 
they had been prevented by them : for, said 
they, “ We arc David’s kinsmen, and on that 
account we the rather took care of iiim, and 
loved him, and so came first to him ;” yet 
had they not, by tlveir early coming, received 
any gifts from him, which might give them 
who came last any uneasiness When the 
rulers of tlve tribe of Judah had said this, the 
rulers of the other tribe were not quiet, but 
said further, ** O brethren, we cannot but 
w’ondcr at you when you call the king ycur 
kinsman alone, whereas lie that hath received 
from God the power over all of us in coin.. 
mon, ought to be esteemed a kinsman to us 
all ; for which reason the whole people have 
eleven parts in him, and you but one part :‘| 
w>e are also elder than you ; wherefore you 
have not done justly in coming to the king in 
this private and concealed manner.” 

6. While these rulers were thus disputing 

1 1 clearly prefer Josephus's reading here, when It sup- 
poses eleven tribes, including Benjainln, to be on the one 
side, and the tribe of Judah aionc on the other, sin're 
Benjamin, in general, liadbeen still foundero/'the house 
of Saul, and less Ann to i lavid hitherU>. than tiny of the 
rest, and so cannot be supposed to be Joined with .tudah 
at this time, to make it uouble, esiKcially when the fol- 
lowing rebellion was headed by a Bm^amile. See seek 
64 and 2 Sam. xx, 2, 4. 
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one >nith another, a certain wicked man, who 
took a pleasure in seditious practices (his 
name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, of the 
tribe of Benjamin) stood up in the midst of 
the multitude, and cried aloud, and spake thus 
to them ; — “We have no part in David, nor 
inheritance in the son of Jesse.” And when 
he had used those words, he blew with a 
trumpet, and declared war against the king ; 
and they all left David, and followed him ; 
the tribe of Judah alone staid with him, and 
settled him at his royal palace at Jerusalem. 
But as for his concubines, with whom Absa- 
lom his son had accompanied, truly he re- 
moved them to another house ; and ordered 
those that had the care of them to make a 
plentiful provision for them; but he came 
not near them any more. He also appointed 
Amasa for the captain of his forces, and gave 
him the same high office which Joab before had; 
and he commanded him to gather together, 
out of the tribe of Judah, as great an army as 
he could, and come to him within three days, 
that he might deliver to him his entire army, 
and might send him to fight against [Sheba] 
the son of Bichri. Now while Amasa was gone 
out, and made some delay in gathering the 
army together, and so was not yet returned, 
on the third day the king said to Joab, — 
** It is not fit vve should make any delay in 
this affair of Slioba, lest he get a numerous 
army about him, and be the occasion of great- 
er mischief, and hurt our affairs more than 
<lid Absalom himself ; do not thou therefore 
wait any longer, but take such forces as thou 
hast at hand, and that [old] body of six hun- 
dred men and thy brother Abishai with thee, 
and pursue after our enemy, and endeavour 
to fight him wheresoever thou canst overtake 
him. Make haste to prevent him, lest he 
seize upon some fenced cities, and cause us 
great labour and pains before we take him.” 

7. So Joab resolved to make no delay, but 
taking with him his brother, and those six 
hundred men, and giving orders that the rest 
of the army which was at Jerusalem should 
follow liim, he marched with great speed a- 
gainst Sheba; and when he was come to 
Gibeon, which is a village forty furlongs dis- 
tant from Jerusalem, Amasa brought a great 
army with him, and met Joab. Now Joab 
was girded with a sword, and bis breast-plate 
on ; and when Amasa came near him to sa- 
lute him, he took particular care that his 
sword sliould fall out, as it w'ere, of its own 
accord ; so he took it up from the ground, 
and while he approached Amasa, who was 
then near him, as though he would kiss him, 
he took hold of Amasa’s beard with his other 
hand, and he smote him in his belly when he 
did not foresee it, and slew him. This im- 
pious and altogether action, Joab did 

to. a young man, and his kinsman, and one 
that had done him no injury, and this out 
oif jealousy that hn would obtain the chief 


command of the army, and be in ecpial dig- 
nity with himself about the king : and for 
tlie same cause it was that he killed Abner ; 
but as to that former wicked action, the death 
of his brother Asahel, which he seemed to 
revenge, afforded him a decent pretence, and 
made that crime a pardonable one; but in 
this murder of Amasa there was no such co- 
ering for it. Now when Joab had killed 
this general, he pursued after Sheba, having 
left a man with the dead body, who was or- 
dered to proclaim aloud to the army that A- 
masa w^as justly slain, and deservedly punish- 
jd. “ But,” said he, “ if you be for the king, 
follow Joab his general, and Abishai, Joab’s 
brother but because the body lay on the road, 
and all the multitude came running to it, and, 
as is usual with the multitude, stood won- 
dering a great while at it, he that guarded it 
removed it thence, and carried it to a certain 
place that was very remote from the road, 
and there laid it, and covered it with his gar- 
ment. When this was done, all the people 
followed Joab. Now as he pursued Sheba 
through all the country of Israel, one told 
him that he was in a strong city, called Abel- 
beih-maachah. Hereupon Joab went thither, 
and set about it with his army, and cast up a 
bank round it, and ordered his soldiers to 
undermine the walls, and to overthrow them; 
and since the people in the city did not ad- 
mit him, he was greatly displeased at them. 

8. Now there was a woman of small ac- 
count, and yet both wise and intelligent, who 
seeing her native city lying at the last extre- 
mity, ascended upon the wall, and, by means 
of the armed men, called for Joab ; and when 
he came to her, she began to say, That “ God 
ordained kings and generals of armies, that 
they might cut off the enemies of the He- 
brews, and introduce a universal peace among 
them ; but thou art endeavouring to over- 
throw and depopulate a metropolis of the Is- 
raelites, which hath been guilty of no of- 
fence.” But he replied, **God continue to 
be merciful unto me: I am disposed to avoid 
killing anyone of the people, much less would 
1 destroy such a city as this ; and if they will 
deliver me up Sheba, the son of Bichri, who 
hath rebelled against the king, 1 will leave 
off the siege, and withdraw the army from the 
place.” Now as soon as the w'omau beard 
what Joab said, she desired him to intermit 
the siege for a little while, far that he should 
have the head of his enemy thrown out to 
him presently. So she went down to the ci- 
tizens, and said to them, “ Will you be so 
wicked as to perish miserably, with your chil- 
dren and wives, for the sake of a vile fellow, 
and one whom ill^body knows who he is ? 
And will you have him for your king instead 
of David, who bath been so great a benefactor 
to yoij^ and oppose your city alone to such a 
mighty and strong army ?” So she prevailed 
with them, and they cut off the head of Sho- 
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ba, and threw it Into Joab's army. When shai, Joab*s brother, appeared on the sudden 
this was done, the king’s general sounded a and protected the king with his shield, as he 
retreat, and raised the siege. And when he lay down, and slew the enemy. Now the 
was come to Jerusalem, he was again appoint* multitude were very uneasy at these dangers 
ed to be general of all the people. The king of the king, and that he was very near to be 
also constituted llenaiah captain of the guards, slain : and the rulers made him swear that he 
and of the six hundred men. He also set would no more go out with them to battle, 
Adoram over the tribute, and Sabathes and lest he should come to some great misfortune 
Achihuis over the records. He made Sheva by his courage and boldness, and thereby de- 
the scribe ; and appointed Zadok and Abia- prive the people of the benefits they now en- 
thar the high-priests. joyed by his means, and of those that they 

might hereafter enjoy by his living a long time 
among them. 

2. When the king heard that the Philis- 
CIl AFTER XII. tines were gathered together at the city Ga. 

zara, he sent an army against them, when Sib- 
HOW THE HEBREWS WERE DELIVERED FROM A bechai the Hittite, one of David’s most cou- 
FAMINE WHEN THE GIBEONITES HAD CAUS- rageous men, behaved himself so as to deserve 
ED PUNISHMENT TO BE INFLICTED FOR THOSE great commendation, for he slew many of those 
OF THEM THAT HAD BEEN SLAIN : AS ALSO, that bragged they were the posterity of the 
WHAT GREAT ACTIONS WERE PERFORMED A- giants, and vaunted themselves highly on 
GAINST THE PHILISTINES BY DAVID, AND that account, and thereby was the occasioii of 
THE MEN OF VALOUR ABOUT HIM. victory to the Hebrews. After which defeat, 

the Philistines made war again ; and when 
§ 1. After this, when the country was great- David had sent an army against them, Nephan 
ly afflicted with a famine, David besought his kinsman fought in a single combat with 
God to have mercy on the people, and to dis- the stoutest of all the Philistines, and slew 
rover to him what was the cause of it and him, ahd put the rest to flight. Many of them 
liOvv a remedy might be found f'>r that dis- also were slain in the fight. Now a little 
temper. Anti when the prophet*, answered, while after this, the Philistines pitched their 
that God would have the Gibeonites avenged, camp at a city which lay not far off the bounds 
whom Saul the king was so wicked as to be- of the country of the Hebrews. They had a 
tray to slaughter, and had not observed tiie man who was six cubits tall, and had on each 
oath which Joshua the general and the senate of his feet and bands one more toe and fin- 
had sworn to them. If, therefore, said God, ger than men naturally have. Now the per- 
the king would permit such vengeance to be son who was sent against them by David out 
taken for tho • that were slain as the Gibcon- of his army was Jonathan, the son of Shimea, 
itos should (l( sire, he promised that he would who fought this man in a single combat, and 
bn reconciled to them, and free the multitude slew him ; and as he was the person who gave 
from their miseries. As soon therefore as the the turn to the battle, he gained the greatest 
king understood that this it was which God reputation for courage therein. This man 
sought, lie sent for the Gibeonites, and asked also vaunted himself to be of the sons of the 
them what it was they would have ; — and giants. But after this fight, the Philistines 
when they desired to have seven sons of Saul made war no more against the Israelites, 
delivered to them to be punished, he delivered 3, And now David being freed from wars 
them up, but spared Mephibosheth the son of and dangers, and enjoying for the future a 
Jonathan. So when- the Gibeonites had re- profound peace,* composed songs and hymns 
ccived the men, they punished them as they 
pleased ; u})on which God began to send rain, 
and to recover the earth to bring forth its fruits 
as usual, and to free it from the foregoing 
drouglit; so that the country of the Hebrews 
flourished again. A little afterward the king 
made war against the Philistines ; and when 
be had joined battle with them, and put 
them to flight, he was left alone, as he was in 
pursuit of them ; and when he was quite tir- 
cl down, he was seen by one of the enemy, 
his name was Achmon, the son of Arapli ; he 
was one of the sons of the giants. He had a 
spear, the handle of w'hich weighed three hun- 
dred shekels, and a breast-plate of chail-work, 
and a sword. He turned back, and ran vio- 
lently to slay [David] their enemy’s king, for 
he was quite tired out with labour; but Abi- 


» This section is a very remarkable one, and shows 
that, in the opinion of Josephus, David composed the 
Book of Psalms, not at several times before, as their 
present inscriptions freguently imply, but generally at 
the latter ei... '.Is life, or after his wars were over. 
Nor does Josephus, nor the authors of the known books 
of the Old and New Testament, nor the Apostolical 
Constitutions, seem to have ascribed any of them to any 
other author than to David himself. See Essay on the 
Old Testament, pages 174, 175. Of these metres of the 
Psalms, see the note on Antlq. b. ii, ch. xvi, sect. 1. 
However, we must observe here, that as Joseph' says, 
Antiq. b. ii, eh. xvi, sect. 4, that the song at the Hcd 
Sea, Exod. xv, 1—21, was composed by Moses in tho 
hexameter tune, or metre; as also, Antiq. b. iv, chap, 
viii, sect. 4 1, that the Song of Moses, Deut. xxxil^ 1— 
43, was an hexameter poem ; so does he say that the 
Psalms of David were of various kinds of metre, and 
particularly, that they contained trimeters and pentat- 
meters, Antiq. b. ii, cn. xii, sect. 3 ; all which irapli«, 
that he thought these Hebrew poems might be best de- 
scribed to the Greeks and Romans under those names 
a» 4 d characters of Hexameters, Trimeters, and Penta^ 
meters. Now, It appears that the instruments of muslo 
tliat were oneinally used, by the command of king Da« 
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10 God» of several sorts of metre ; some 
of those which he made were trimeters^ and 
some were pentameters. He also made instru- 
ments of music, and taught the Levites to 
sing hymns to God, both on that called the 
Sabbath-Day, and on other festivals. Now 
the construction of the instruments was thus : 
Tlie viol was an instrument of ten strings, 
It was played upon with a bow; the psaltery 
had twelve musical notes, and was played 
upon by the fingers; the cymbals were broad 
and large instruments, and were made of 
brass. And so much shall suffice to be spo- 
ken by us about these instruments, that the 
readers may not be wholly unacquainted with 
their nature, 

4. Now all the men that were about Da- 
vid, were men of courage. Those that were 
most iilust) ions and famous of them for their 
actions were thirty-eight; of five of whom I 
will only relate the performances, for these 
will suffice to make manifest the virtues of 
the others also ; for these w'ere powerful 
enough to subdue countries, and conquer 
great nations. First, therefore, was Jessat, 
the son of Achimaas, who frequently leaped 
upon the troops of the enemy, and did 
not leave ofll’ fighting till he overthrew nine 
hundred of them. After him was Eleazar, 
the son of Dodo, who was with the king at 
Arasam. This man, when once the Israelites 
were under a consternation at the multitude 
of the Philistines, and were running away, 
stood alone, and fell upon the enemy, and 
slew many of them, till his sword clung to 
bis hand by the blood he had shed, and till 
the Israelites, seeing the l^iilistines retire by 
his means, came down from the mountains 
and pursued them, and at that time w'on a 
surpri!»ing and a famous victory, while Elea- 
zar slew the men, and the multitude followed 
and spoiled their dead bodies. The third was 
Sheba, the son of lius. Now this man, 
when, in the wars against the Philistines, 
they pitched their camp at a place called Le- 
hi, and when the Hebrews were again afraid 


vid and Solomon, and were carried to Babylon at the 
captivity of the two tribes, were brought back after that 
captivity : ns also, that the singers and musicians, who 
out-lived that cv'iptivity, came back with those Instru- 
ments, Kzra ii, 11 ; vii, 24 ; Neb. vii, 41; Ant<q. b. xi, 
ch. iii, sect. 8; and ch. iv, sect. 2; and that this music, 
and these instruments at the temple, could not but be 
well known to Josephus, a priest belonging to that tem- 
ple; who accordingly gives us a short d^ription of 
three of the instr\iinenti, Antiq. b. vii, ch. xil,scot. 3; 
aiut gives us a distinct account, that such psalms and 
hymns were sung in his days at that temple, Antiq. b. 
XX. eh. ix, scot. 6 ; so that Josephus's authbrity is beyond 
exception in ilie.se matters. Nor can any hypothesis of 
the moderns tliat docs not agree with Josephus’s cha- 
racters, be justly supposed the true metre of the ancient 
Hebrews ; nor inda d is there, I think, any other origi- 
nal authority now extant, hereto relating, to be oppos- ' 
ed to these testimonies before us. That the ancient 
music of the Helr.ews wi« complete a\so, and had 
in it great variety of tunes, is evident by the number 
of tlieir musleal instruments, and by the testimony of 
another most authentic Jesus, the son of Hiroch, 

Ecclus. J, 18, who says that, at Uie temple, in his days, 
•* 'n»e singers sang praises with their voice; with great 
variety of sounds there mao'e sweet melody " I 
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of their army, and did not stay, he stood still 
alone, as an army and a body of men ; and 
some of them he overthrew, and some who 
were not able to abide his strength and force, 
he pursued. These are the works of the 
hands, and of fighting, which these three per- 
formed. Now at the time when the king 
w'as once at Jerusalem, and the army of the 
Philistines came upon him to fight him, Da- 
vid went up to the top of the citadel, as we 
have already said, to inquire of God concern- 
ing the battle, while the enemy’s camp lay in 
the valley that extends to the city Bethlehem, 
which is twenty furlongs distant from Jeru- 
salem. Now David said to his companions, 
— “ We have excellent water in my own city, 
especially that which is in the pit near the 
gate,” wondering if anyone would bringhim 
some of it to drink ; but he said that lie 
would rather have it than a great deal of money. 
W’hen these three men heard what he said, they 
ran away immediately, and burst through the 
midst of their enemy's camp, and came to Beth, 
lehem ; and when they had drawn the w’ater, they 
returned again through the enemy’s camp to 
the king, insomuch that the Philistines w'ere 
so surprised at their boldness and alacrity, that 
they were quiet, and did nothing against them, 
as if they despised their small number. But 
when the water was brought to the king, he 
w'ould not drink it, saying, that it was brought 
by the danger and the blood of men, and that 
it was not proper on that account to drink it. 
But he poured it out to God, and gave him 
thanks for the salvation of the men. Next to 
these was Abishai, Joab’s brother ; for he in 
one day slew six hundred. The fifth of these 
was Benaiah, by lineage a priest ; for bein^ 
challenged by [two] eminent men in the couti- 
try of Moab, he overcame them hy his valour. 
Moreover, there was a man, by nation an E' 
gyptian, who was of avast bulk, and challeng- 
ed him, yet did he, when he w'as unarnud, 
kill him with his ow’n spear, which he threw 
at him, for he caught him by force, and took 
away his weapons while he was alive and fight- 
ing, and slew him with his own weapons. 
One may also add this to tlie foremen tioned 
actions of the same man, either as the princi- 
pal of them in alacrity, or as resembling the 
rest. When God sent a snow, there was a 
lion who slipped and fell into a certain pit, 
and because the pit’s month was narrow, it 
was evident he would perish, being enclottd 
with the snow; so when he saw no way to 
get out and save himself, he roared. When 
Benaiah heard the wild beast, he went to- 
wards him, and coming at the noise he made, 
he went down into the mouth of the pit and 
smote him, as he struggled, with a stake that 
lay there, and immediately slew' him. The 
oUier Uiirty-three were like tliese in valout 
alsa 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THAT WHEN DAVID HAD NUMBERED THE PEO- 
PLE, THEY WERE PUNISHED; AND HOW THE 
DIVINE COMPASSION RESTRAINED THAT PU- 


§ K* J>Iow king David was desirous to know 
how many ten thousands there were of the 
people, but forgot the commands of Moses,* 
who told them beforehand, that if the multi- 
tude were numbered, they should pay half a 
shekel to God for every head. Accordingly 
the king commanded Joab, the captain of Ids 
host, to g6 and number the whole multitude ; 
but when he said there was no necessity for 
such a numeration, he was not persuaded [to 
countermand it], but he enjoined him to make 
no delay, but to go about the numbering of 
the Hebrews immediately. So Joab took with 
him the heads of the tribes, and the scribes, 
and went over the country of the Israelites, 
and took notice how numerous the multitude 
were, and returned to Jerusalem to the king, 
after nine months and twenty days ; and he 
gave in to the king the number of the people, 
without the tril)e of Benjamin, for he had not 
yet numbered that tribe, no more than the 
tribe of Levi, for the king repented of his hav- 
ing sinned against God. Now the nuAiber 
of the rest of the Israelites was nine hundred 
thousand men, who were able to hear arms 
and go to war ; but the tribe of Judah, by 
itself, was four hundred thousand men. 

2. Now when the prophets had signified to 

* The worO-. of God by Moses (Exod. xxx. 12.) suffi- 
ciently iustify the reason here given by Josephus for the 
•jroat plague nieniionc'd in this chapter: — “ When thou 
takest the sum of the children of Israel, after their num- 
Jer, then shall they give every man a ransom for his 
soul unto the Lord, when thou numbercst them, that 
there be no plague amongst them when thou numberest 
them.” Nor indeed could David’s or the Sanhcilrim’s 
neglect of exeeutin;» this law at this numeration, excuse 
the people, u ho ought soil to have brought their bound- 
en oblation of half a shi’kel apiece with them, when 
they came to be numbered 1 he great reason why na- 
tions are so constantly punisheil by and with their wick- 
ed kings and governors is this, that Uiey almost con- 
siantly comply with them in their neglt>ct of or disobe- 
dience to the divine laws, and suflcr those divine laws 
to go into disuse nr contempt, m order In please those 
wicked kings and governors ; and that they submit to 
several wicked political laws and commands of those 
kings and governors, instead of the righteous laws of 
God, which all mankind ought ever to obey, let their 
kings and govcyiors say what they please to the contra" 
ry ; this preferAce of human bclOTe divine laws scem- 
" to me the principal character of idolatrous or anti- 
christian nations. Accordingly, Josephus well observes 
(Antiq. b. iv, ch. viii, sect. 1?.) that it was the duty of 
the people of Israel to take care that their kings, when 
vbey should have them, did not exi?eeil their proper 
limits of power, and prove ungovernable by the laws of 
Dod, which would certainly be a most pernicious thing 
to their divine settlement Nor do I think that negli- 
gence peculiar to the Jews: those nations which are 
called C/nistiaru, are sometimes indeed very solicitous 
to restrain their kings and govemow from breaking the 
human laws of their several kingdoms, but without the 
like care for restraining them from breaking the laws 
of God. “ Whether it be right in the sight of Ootl, to 
hearken unto men more than to God, judge ye,” Acts v. 
ly “ We ought to obey God rather than men.” v. 29, 


David that God was angry at him, he began 
to entreat him, and to desire he would be 
merciful to him, and forgive him bis sin. 
But God sent Nathan the prophet to him, to 
propose to him the election of three things, 
that he might choose which he liked best: 
Whether he would have a famine come upon 
the country for seven years, or would have a 
wBi", and be subdued three months by his e- 
nemies ? or, whether God should send a pes- 
tilence and a distemper upon the Hebrews for 
three days ? But as he was fallen (o a fatal 
choice of great miseries, he was in trouble, 
and sorely confounded ; and w'hen the pro- 
phet had said that he must of necessity make 
liis choice, and had ordered him to answer 
quickly, that he might declare what he had 
chosen to God, the king reasoned w'ith him- 
self, that in case he should ask for famine, he 
would appear to do it for others, and without 
danger to himself, since he had a great deal 
of corn hoarded up, but to the harm of others ; 
that in case he should choose to be overcome 
[by his enemies] for three months, he would 
appear to have chosen war, because he had va- 
liant men about him, and strong-holds, and that 
therefore he feared nothing therefrom ; so he 
chose that affliction which is common to kings 
and to their subjects, and in which the fear was 
equal on all sides ; and said this beforehand, 
that it was much better to fall into the hands 
of GN>d, than into those of his enemies. 

3. When the prophet bad heard this, he de ' 
dared it to God ; who thereupon sent a pes- 
tilence and a mortality upon the Hebrews ; 
nor did they die after one and the same man- 
ner, nor so that it was easy to know what the 
distemper was. Now, the miserable disease 
was one in deed, but it carried them off by ten 
thousand causes and occasions, which those 
that were afflicted could not understand for 
one died upon the neck of another, and the ter- 
rible malady seized them before they were 
aware, and brought them to tlicir end suddenly, 
some giving up the ghost immediately with 
very great pains and bitter grief ; and some 
were worn away by their distempers, and had 
nothing remaining to be buried, but as soon 
as ever they fell, were entirely macerated ; 
some were choked, and greatly lamented their 
case, as being also stricken with a sudden 
darkness ; some there were who, as they were 
burying a relation, fell down dead f , without 
finishing the rites of the funeral. Now there 
perished of this disease, which began with the 
morning, and lasted till the hour of dinner, 
seventy thousand. Nay, the angel stretched 
out his band over Jerusalem, as sending this 
terrible judgment upon it ; but David had 
put on sackcloth, and lay upon the ground, en- 

t Whence Josephus took these his distinct and me- 
lancholy accounts of the particular symptoms, and most 
miserable metliods of dying, in this terrible pestilence, 
wc cannot now tell, our other copies afibrding us uo 
such accounts. 
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treating God, and begging that the distemper 
might now cease, and that he would be satis- 
fied with those that had already perished ; and 
when the Icing looked up into the air, and saw 
the angel carried along thereby into Jerusalem, 
with his sword drawn, he said to God, that he 
might justly be punished, wlio was their shep- 
herd ; but that the sheep ought to be preserved, 
as not having sinned at all ; and he implored 
God that he would send his wrath upon him, 
and upon all his family, but spare the people. 

4, When God heard his supplication, he 
caused the i)estilence to cease; and sent Gad 
the prophet to him, and commanded him to | 
go up immediately to the thrashing-floor of 
Araunah the Jebusite, and build an altar there 
to God, and offer sacrifices. When David 
heard that, he did not neglect his duty, but 
made haste to the place appointed him. Now 
Araunah was thrashing wheat ; and when he 
saw the king and all his servants coming to 
him, he ran before, and came to him, and 
worshipped him : he was by his lineage a Jebu- 
site, but a particular friend of David’s ; and for 
that cause it was that, when he overthrew the 
city, he did him no harm, as we informed the 
reader a little before. Now Araunah inquired, 
wherefore is my lord come to his servant } 
He answered, to buy of him the thrashing- 
floor, that he might therein build an altar to 
God, and offer a sacrifice. He replied, that 
he freely gave him both the thrashing- floor, 
and the ploughs and the oxen for a burnt- 
oflering ; and he besought God graciously to 
accept his sacrifice. But the king made an- 
swer, that he took bis generosity and magnani- 
mity kindly, and accepted his good-will ; but 
he desired him to take the price of them all, 
for that it was not just to offer a sacrifice that 
cost nothing. And when Araunah said he 
would do as he pleased, lie bought the thrash- 
ing-floor of him for fifty shekels ; and when 
he had built an altar, he performed divine 
service, and brought a burnt-offering, and 
offered peace-offerings also. With these God 
was pacified, and became gracious to them 
again. Now' it happened that Abraham * came 
and ofl'ered his son Isaac for a burnt- offering 
at that very ^place ; and when the youth was 
ready to have his throat cut, a ram appeared 
on a sudden, standing by the altar, which 
Abraham sacrificed in the stead of his son, as 
we have before related. Now when king 
David saw that God had heard his prayer, and 
had graciously accepted of his sacrifice, he re- 
solved to call that entire place The Altar g /* oil 
ike reoj)le, and to build a temple to God there ; 
which words he uttered very appositely to 
what was to be done afterward ; for God sent 

• What Josephus adds here is very remarkable, that 

this mount Moriah was not only the very place whore 
Abraham offered up Isaac long ago, but that God had 
foretold to David by a prophet, that here his son should 
build hb!l!l,a temple ; which is not dire .ily in any of our 
other eiliipt though very. agreeable > what is in them, 
ps^etiww hi i Chron. xxi. 26, ?8 : anc xxii. 1 ; to 
which plMCt I refer the reader. 


the prophet to him, and told him that there 
should his son build him an altar, — that son 
who was to take the kingdom after him. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

THAT DAVID MADE GREAT PREPARATIONS FOB 

THE HOUSE OF GOD; AND THAT UPON 

ADONIJAH’S attempt TO GAIN THE KING- 
DOM, HE APPOINTED SOLOMON TO REIGN. 

§ I. After the delivery of this prophecy, the 
king commanded the strangers to be numbered, 
and they were found to be one hundred and 
eighty thousand ; of these he appointed four- 
score thousand to be hewers of stone, and the 
rest of the multitude to carry the stones, and of 
them he set over the workmen three thousand 
and five hundred. He also prepared a great 
quantity of iron and brass for the work, with 
many (and those exceeding large) cedar-trees, 
the Tyrians and Sidonians sending them to 
him, for he bad sent to them for a supply of 
those trees ; and he told bis friends that these 
things were now prepared, that be might leave 
materials ready for the building of the temple 
to his son, w'ho was to reign after him, and 
that he might, not have them to seek then, when 
he was very young, and by reason of his age, 
unskilful in such matters, but might have them 
lying by him, and so might the more readily 
complete tlie w'ork. 

2. So David called his son Solomon, and 
charged him, when he had received the king- 
dom, to build a tem})le to God : and said, ** 1 
was willing to build God a temple myself, hut 
he prohibited me, because I was polluted with 
blood and wars ; hut he hath foretold that 
Solomon, my youngest son, should build him 
a temple, and should be called by that name ; 
over whom he hath promised to take the like 
care as a father takes over his son ; and that he 
would make the country of the Hebrews happy 
under him, and that not only in other respects, 
but by giving it peace, and freedom from w'ars, 
and from internal seditions, which are the 
greatest of all blessings. Sinec, therefore,” 
says he, ** thou wast ordained king by God 
himself before thou wast born, endeavour to 
render thyself worthy of this his providence, 
as in other instances, so particularly in being 
religious, and righteous, and courageous. 
Keep thou also Tiis commands, and his laws, 
which he hath given us hy Moses, and do not 
permit others to break them. Be zealous also 
to dedicate to God a temple, which he hath 
chosen to be built under thy reign ; nor be 
thou affrighted by the vastness of the work, 
nor set about it timerously, for I will make all 
things ready before 1 die: and take notice, 
that there are already ten thousand talents of 
gold, and a hundred thousand talents of silver* 

f Of the quantity of gold and silver expended in the 
building of Solomon’s temple, and whence it arose, we 
the description of the temple, chap. xiU. 
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collected together. 1 have also laid together 
brass and iron without number, and an im. 
rnense quantity of timber, and of stones. More- 
over, thou hast many ten thousand stone- 
cutters, and carpenters ; and if thou shalt want 
any thing farther, do thou add somewhat of 
thine own. Wherefore, if thou perforinest this 
work, thou wilt be acceptable to God, and have 
him for thy patron.” David also farther exhort- 
t^d tlie rulers of the people to assi?»t his son in 
this building, and to attend to the divine ser- 
vice, when they should be free from all their 
misfortunes, for that they by this means should 
enjoy, instead of them, peace and a liappy 
settlement ; with which blessings God rewards 
such men as arc religious and righteous. He 
also gave orders, that when the temple should 
l)e once built, they should put the ark therein, 
with the holy vessels ; and he assured them, 
that they ought to have had a temple long ago, 
if their fathers had not been negligent of! 
God’s commands, who had given it in charge, j 
that when ll>ey had got the possession of this j 
land they should build him a temple. Thus i 
did David discourse to the governors, and to 
his son. 

3. David w'as now in years, and his body, 
by length of time, was iK'come cold and be- 
numbed, insomuch that he could get no heat 
by covering himself with many clothes ; and 
wlien the physicians came together, they agreed 
to this advice, that a beautiful virgin, chosen 
out of the whole country, should sleep by the 
king’s side, and that tins damsel would com- 
municate heat to him, i^.nd be a remedy against 
his numbness. Now there was found in the 
city one w'oman, of a superior beauty to all 
other women (her name w'as Abisliag), who, 
sleeping with the king, did no more than com- 
tnunicate w'annth to him, for he was so old 
that he could not know her as a husband 
knows his wife ; but of this woman we shall 
speak more prese.'.tly. 

*1. Now the fourth son of David M'as a 
beautiful young man, and tall, born to him of 
Ilaggith his wife. He was named Adonijah, 
and w as in his disposition like to Absalom ; 
and exalted biniself as hoping to be king, 
and told his friends that he ought to take the 
government upon him. He also prepared 
many chariots, and horses, and fifty men to 
run before him. When his father saw this, 
he did not reprove him, nor restrain him from 
his purpose, nor did he go so far as to ask 
wherefore he did so. Now Adonijah had for 
his assistants Joab, the captain of the army, 
and Abiathar the high-priest j and the only 
1 Persons that opposed him were Zadok the high- 
priest, and the prophet Nathan, and Benaiali, 
who was captain of the guards^ and Shimei, 
David’s friend, with all the other most mighty 
men. Now Adonijah had prepared a supper 
out of the city, near the fountain that was in 
the king^s paradise, and had invited all his 
brethren except Solomon, and had taken with i 
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him Joab, the captain of the army, and Abia- 
thar, and the rulers of the tribe of Judah ; 
but had not invited to this feast either Zadok 
the high-priest, or Nathan the prophet, or 
Benaiah, the captain of the guards, nor any of 
those of the contrary party. This matter was 
told by Nathan the prophet to Bathsheba, So- 
j lomoii’s mother, that Adonijah w'as king, and 
that David knew nothing of it ; and he advised 
her to save herself and her son Solomon, 
and to go by herself to David, and say to 
him, that he had indeed sworn that Solomon 
should reign after him ; but that, in the mean 
time, Adonijah had already taken the king- 
dom. He said that he, the prophet himself, 
would cornc after her, and when she had 
spoken thus to the king, would confirm what 
she had said. Accordingly Bathsheba agreed 
with Nathan, and went in to the king, and 
w orshipped him ; and when she had desired 
leave to speak with him, she told him all things 
in the manner that Nathan had suggested to 
her ; and related ^'hat a supper Adonijah had 
made, and w'ho they were whom he had invit- 
ed; Abiathar the high-priest, and Joab the 
genera), and David’s sons, excepting Solo- 
mon and his intimate friends. She also said, 
that all the people had their eyes upon him, 
to know whom he would choose for their king. 
She desired him also to consider, how, after 
his departure, Adonijah, if he were king, 
would slay her and her son Solomon. 

.5. Now', as Jiatlisheba was speaking, the 
keeper of the king’s chambers told him that 
Nathan desired to see him ; and when the 
king had commanded that he should he ad- 
mitted, he came in, and asked him whether 
he had ordained Adonijali to be king, and de- 
livered the government to him, or not; for 
that he had made a splendid supper and invit- 
ed all his sons, except Solomon ; as also that 
he had invited Joab, the captain of his host 
[and Abiathar the high-priest], who are feast- 
ing with applauses, and many joyful sounds 
of instruments, and wish that his kingdom 
may last for ever; but he hath not invited 
me, nor Zadok the high-priest, nor Benaiah 
the captain of the guards ; and it is but fit 
that all should know whether this be done by 
thy approbation or not. When Nathan had 
said thus, the king commanded that they 
should call Bathsheba to him, for she had gone 
out of the room when the prophet came ; and 
when Bathsheba was come, David said, I 
swear by Almighty God, that thy son Solo- 
mon shall certainly be king, as I formerly 
swore ; and that he shall sit upon my throne, 
and that this very day also.” So Bathsheba wor- 
shipped him, and wished him a long life ; and 
the king sent for Zadok the high-priest, and 
Benaiah the captain of the guards ; and when 
they were come, he ordered them to take with 
them Nathan the prophet, and all the armed 
men about the palace, and to set his son Solo- 
mon upon the king's mule, and to carry him 
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out of the city to the fountain called Gihon, 
and to anoint him there with the holy oil, and 
to make him king. This he charged Zadok 
the high-priest, and Nathan the prophet, to 
do ; and commanded them to follow l^loinon 
through the midst of the city, and to sound 
the trumpets, and to wish aloud that Solomon 
the king may sit upon the royal throne for 
ever, that so all the people may know that he 
is ordained king by his father. He also gave 
Solomon a charge concerning his government, 
to rule the whole nation of the Hebrews, and 
particularly the tribe of Judah, religiously and 
righteously. And when Benaiah had prayed 
to God to be favourable to Solomon,— with- 
out any delay, they set Solomon upon the 
mule, and brought him out of the city to the 
fountain, and anointed him with oil, and 
brought him into the city again, with accla- 
mations and wishes that his kingdom might 
continue a long time : and wdien they had in- 
troduced him into the king's house, they set 
him upon the throne whereupon all the 
people betook themselves to make merry, and 
to celebrate a festival, dancing and delighting 
themselves with musical pipes, till both the 
earth and the air echoed with the multitude 
of the instruments of music. 

6. Now when Adonijah and his guests per- 
ceived this noise, they were in disorder ; and 
Joab the captain of the host said he was not 
pleased with these echoes, and the sound of 
these trumpets. And when supper was set 
before them, nobody tasted of it, but they were 
ail very thoughtful w'hat would be the matter. 
Then Jonathan, the son of Abiatbar the high- 
priest, came running to them; and when 
Adonijah saw the young man gladly, and said 
to him that he was a good messenger, he de- 
clared to them the whole matter about Solo- 
mon, and the determination of king David; 
hereupon both Adonijah and all his guests rose 
hastily from the feast, and every one fled to 
their owm homes. Adonijah also, as afraid 
of the king for what he had done, became a 
supplicant to God, and took hold of the horns 
of the altar, which were prominent. It was 
also told Solomon that he had so done; and 
that he desired to receive assurances from him 
that he would not remember the injury he had 
done, and not inflict any severe punishnr.ent 
for it. Solomon answered very mildly and 
prudently, that he forgave him this his of- 
fence ; but said withal, that if he were found 
out in any attempt for new innovations, that 
he would be the author of his own punishment 
So he sent to him, and raised him up from 
the place of his supplication. And when he 
was come to the king, and had worshipped 
him, the king bid him go aw’ay to his own 
bouse, and have no suspicion of any harm; 
and desired him to show himself a worthy 
man, as what would tend i.. his own advan- 


tage. 
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0ut David being desirous of ordaining 


his son king of all the people, called together 
their rulers to Jerusalem, with the priests and 
the Levites; and having first numbered the 
Levites, he found them to be thirty-eight thou- 
sand, from thirty years old to fifty ; out of 
which he appointed twenty-three thousand to 
take care of the building of the temple, and 
out of the same, six thousand to be judges of 
the people and scribes; four thousand for 
porters to the bouse of God, and as many for 
singers, to sing to the instruments which Da- 
vid had prepared, as we have said already. 
He divided them also into courses : and when 
he had separated the priests from them, he 
found of these priests twenty-four courses, 
sixteen of the house of Eleazar, and eiglit of 
that of Ithamur; and he ordained that one 
course should minister to God eight days, 
from Sabbath to Sabbath. And thus were 
the courses distributed by lot, in the presence 
of David, and Zadok and Abiatliar the high- 
priests, and of ail the rulers : and that course 
which came up first was written down as the 
first, and accordingly the second, and so on 
to tin; twenty-fourth ; and this partition hath 
remained to this day. He also made twenty- 
four parts of the tribe of Levi ; and when they 
cast lots, they came up in the same manner for 
their courses of eight days : he also honoured 
the posterity of Moses, and made them the 
keepers of the treasures of God, and of the 
donations which the king dedicated : he also 
ordained, that all the tribe of Levi, as well as 
the priests, should serve God night and day, 
as Moses had enjoined them. 

8. After this he parted the entire army into 
twelve partsy with their leaders [and captains 
of hundreds], and commanders. Now every 
part had twenty-four thousand, which were 
ordered to wait on Salomon, by thirty days 
at a time, from the first day to the last, with 
the captains of thousands and captains of hund- 
reds; he also set rulers over every part, suck 
as he knew to be good and righteous men ; he 
set other.s also to take charge of the treasures, 
and of the villages, and of the fields, and of 
the beasts, whose names I do not think it ne- 
ce.ssary to mention. When David had order- 
ed all these ofliccs after the manner before 
mentioned, lie called the rulers of the Hebrews, 
and their heads of tribes, and the officers over 
the several divisions, and those that were ap- 
pointed over every work and every possession ; 
and standing upon a high pulpit, he said to 
the multitude a» follows: — “My brethren 
and my people, I would have you know that 
I intended to build a house for God, and pre- 
pared a large quantity of gold, and a hundred 
thousand talents of silver ; but God prohibited 
me by the prophet Nathan, because of the wars 
I had on your account, and because my rigid 
hand was polluted with the slaughter of our 
enemies; but he commanded tliat my son, 
who was to succeed me in the kingdoSn, should 
build a temple for him. Now therefore, sit^ 
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you know that of the twelve sonji whom Jacob 
our forefather had, Judah was appointed to be 
king, and that I was preferred before my six 
brethren, and received the government from 
God, and that none of tliem were uneasy at it, 
so do I also desire that my sons be not seditious 
jne against another, now Solotnon has received 
the kingdom, but to bear him cheerfully for 
their lord, as knowing that God hath chosen 
him ; for it is not a grevious thing to obey 
even a foreigner as a ruler if it be God’s will, 
but it is ft to rejoice when a brother liath ob- 
tained that dignity, since the rest partake of it 
with him. And 1 pray that the promises of 
God may be fulfilled ; and that this happiness 
wliich he hath promised to bestow upon king 
Solomon, over all the country, may continue 
therein for all lime to come. And these pro- 
mises, O son, will be firm, and come to a 
happy end, if thou sbowest thyself to be a re- 
ligious and a righteous man, and an observer 
of the laws of thy country ; but if not, expect 
adversity upon thy disobedience to them.** 

9. Now when the king had s«iid this, he 
left ofl’; but gave the description and pattern 
of the building of the temple in the sight of 
them all, to Solomon; of the foundations and 
of the chambers, inferior and superior; how’ 
many they were to be, and bow large in lieight 
and in brcndtli ; as also he determined the 
weiglit of the golden and silver vessels ; more- 
over, he earnestly excited them with his words, 
to use tlie utmost alacrity about the work : he 
exhorted the rulers also, and particularly the 
tribe of Levi, to assist him, liotli because of his 
youth, and because God had chosen him to 
take care of the building cf the temple, and of 
the governmc!>t of the kingdom. He also de- 
clared to them that the work would be easy, 
and not very laborious to them, because he 
bad prepared for it many talents of gold, and 
more of silver, with timber, and a great many 
carpenters and stone-cutters, and a large t]uan. 
tity of emeralds, and all sorts ot precious 
stones; — and he said, that even now hewuuld 
give of the proper goods of his own dominion 
two hundred talents, and three hundred other 
talents of pure gold, for the most holy place; 
and for the chariot of God, the cherubim, which 
are to stand over and cover the ark. Now, 
when David had done speaking, there appear- 
ed great alacrity among the rulers, and the 
priests, and^the Levites, who now contributed 
and made great and splendid promises for a 
future contribution ; for they undertook to 
bring of gold five thousand talents, and ten 
thousand drachms, and of silver ten thousand 
talents, and many ten thousand talents of iron : 
and if any one had a precious stone he brougiit 
it, and bequeathed it to be put among the tri 
sures ; of which Jachiel, one of the posterity 
of Moses, had the care. 

10. Upon this occasion all the people re- 
loi'ced, as in particular did David, w'hen he 
saw the zeal and forwardarnbition of the rulers, 
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and the priests, and of all the rest ; and he be- 
gan to bless God with a loud voice, calling him 
the Father and Parent of the universe, and the 
Author of human and divine things, with 
which he had adorned Solomon, the patron and 
guardian of the Hebrew nation, and of its hap. 
pincss, and of that kingdom w'hicli he hath given 
his Son. Besides this, he prayed for happi- 
ness to all the people ; and to Solomon his son, 
a sound and a righteous mind, and confirmed 
in all sorts of virtue ; and then he commanded 
the multitude to bless God'. Upon which they 
all fell down upon the ground aiul w'orshipped 
him. They also gave thanks to David, on ac- 
count of all the blessings which they had re- 
ceived ever since he had taken the kingdom. 
On the next day he presented sacrifices to God, 
a thousand bullocks, and as many lambs, 
w'bich they offered for bunit-offerings. 'I'hey 
also offered peace-offerings; and slew many 
ten thousand sacrifices ; and the king feasted 
ail day, together with all the people ; and they 
anoHited Solomon a second time with the oil, 
and appointed him to he king; and Zadok to 
be the high-priest of the whole multitude. 
And when they bad brought Solomon to the 
royal palace, and had set him upon his father’s 
throne, they were obedient to him from that 
day. 


CHAPTEIl XV. 

WHAT CHARGE DAVID CAVE TO HIS SON SOLO- 
MON AT THE APPROACH OF HIS DEATH; 
AND HOW MANY THINGS HE LEIT HIM FOR 
THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 

§ 1. A LITTLE afterw'ard, David also fell into 
a distemper, by reason of his age ; and per- 
ceiving that he was near to death, he called 
his son Solomon, and discoursed to him thus : 
— “ I am now, O my son, going to my grave, 
and to my fathers, which is the common way 
which all men that now are, or shall be hereaf- 
ter, must go ; from which way it is no longer 
possible to return, and to know any thing that 
is done in this w'orld. On which account I 
exhort thee, w'hilc I am still alive, though al- 
ready very near to death, in the same manner 
as 1 have formerly said in my advice to thee, 
to be righteous towards thy subjects, and re- 
ligious towards God, that bath given thee thy 
kingdom ; to observe bis commands, and his 
laws, which he hath sent us by Moses ; and 
neither do thou, out of favour nor flattery, al. 
low any lust or other passion to weigh with 
thee to disregard them ; for if thou transgress- 
est his laws, thou wilt lose the favour of God, 
and thou wilt turn away his providence from 
thee in all things; but if thou behave tiiyself so 
as It behoves thee, and as 1 exhort thee, thou 
wilt preserve our kingdom to our family, and 
no other house will bear rule over the Ha 



212 ANTIQUITIES 

brewB, but we ourselves for all ages. Be thou 
also mindful of tlie transgressions of Joab,* the 
captain of the host^ who hath slain two ge- 
nerals out of envy, and those righteous and 
good men, Abner the son of Ner, and Amasa 
the son of Jether ; whose death do thou avenge 
as shall seem good to thee, since Joab hath 
been too hard for me, and more potent than 
myself, and so hath escaped punishment hither- 
to. I also commit to thee the son of Barzil- 
lai, the Gileadite, whom, in order to gratify 
me, thou shalt have in great honour, and take 
great care of ; for we have not dune good to 
him first, but we only repay that debt which 
we owe to his father, for what he did to me in 
my flight. There is also Sliimci, the son of 
Gera, of the tribe of Benjamin, who, after he 
had cast many reproaches upon me, when, in 
my flight, I was going to Muhanaim, met me 
at Jordan, and received assurances that he 
should then suffer nothing. Do thou now 
seek out for some just occasion, and punish 
him.** 

2. 'When David had given these admoni- 
tions to his son about public aflairs, and about 
his friends, and about those whom he knew 
to deserve punishment, he died, having lived 
seventy years, and reigned seven years and 
six months in Hebron, over the tribe of Ju- 
dah, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem, over 

• David IS here creatly blamed by some for recom- 
mending Joab and Snimci to be punished by Solomon, 
if he could find a proper occasion, after he had borne 
with the first a long while, and seemed to have pardon- 
ed the other entirely, which Solomon executed accord- 
ingly : yet 1 cannot discern any fault cither in David or 
Solomon In these cases. Joab’s murder of Abner and 
Amasa were very barbarous, and could not properly be 
forgiven either by David or Solomon; for a dispensing 
power in kinn for the crime of wilful murder is war- 
ranted by no law of God, nay, is directly against itevery- 
where; nor is it, for certain, in the power of men to 

f ranc such a prerogative to any of their kings, though 
oab was so nearly related to David, and so potent in 
Che army under a warlike administration, that David 
durst not himself put him to death, 2 Sam. iii. .)9, and 
xix. 7. Shimei’s cursing the Lord's anointed, and this 
without any just cause, was the highest act of treason 
against God aiui his anointed king, ar.d justly deserved 
death ; and though David could forgive treason against 
himself, yet had he done no more in the case of shlmei 
than promised him that he would not Men, on the day 
of his return and re-inauguration, or upon that occasion, 
himself put him Co death, S Sam. xix. 22 ; and he swore 
to him no farther, ver. 2J, as the words arc in Josephus, i 
than that he would not then put him to death, which | 
he performed : nor was Solomon under any obligation ! 
to spare sucli a traitor. 
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all the country. This man was of an excel lent 
character, and was endowed with all the vir- 
tues that were desirable in a king, and in one 
that had the preservation of so many tribes 
committed to him ; for he was a man of va- 
lour in a very extraordinary degree, and went 
readily and first of all into dangers, when he 
was to fight for his subjects, as exciting the 
soldiers to action by his own labours, and fight- 
ing for them, and not by commanding them 
in a despotic way. He was also of very great a- 
bilities in understanding, and apprehension of 
present and future circumstances, when he 
was to manage any aflairs. He was prudent 
and moderate, and kind to such as were under 
any calamities ; he was righteous and humane, 
which are good qualities peculiarly fit for 
kings; nor was he guilty of any oflence in 
the exercise of so great an authority, but in 
the business of the wife of Uriah. He also 
left behind him greater wealth than any other 
king, either of the Hebrews or of other iia 
tions, ever did. 

3, He was buried by his son Solomon, in 
Jerusalem, with great magnificence, and with 
all the other funeral pomp which kings use 
to be buried with ; moreover, he had great 
and immense wealth buried with him, the vast- 
ness of which may be easily conjectured at by 
what I shall now say; for a thousand and 
three hundred years afterwards, Ilyrcanus the 
high-priest, when he was besieged by Anti- 
ochus, that was called the Pious, the son of 
Demetrius, and was desirous of giving liim 
money to get him to raise the siege, and draw 
off his army ; and having no otlier method of 
compassing the money, opened one room of 
David’s sepulchre, and took out three thou- 
sand talents, and gave part of that sum to 
Antiochus, and by this means caused the siege 
fo be raised, as we have informed the reader 
elsewhere. Nay, after him, and that many 
years, Herod the king opened another room, 
and took away a great deal of money, and 
yet neither of them came at the cofliiis of the 
kings themselves, for their bodies were buried 
under the earth so artfiiJiy, that they did not 
appear even to those that entered into their 
monuments ; — but so much shall siiflice us to 
tiave said concerning these mutters. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-THREE YEARS. 
FROM THE DEATH OF DAVID TO THE DEATH OF AHAB. 


CHAPTER I. 

HOW SOLOMON, WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THE 
KINGDOM, TOOK OI F HIS ENEMIES. 

§ 1. We have already treated of David and 
his virtue, and of the benefits he was the au- 
thor of to his countrymen ; of his wars also 
and battles, which he managed with success, 
and then died an old man, in the foregoing 
!)ook. And w'hen Solomon his son, who was 
but a youth in age, had taken the kingdom, 
and whom David had declared, while he 
alive, the lord of that people, according to 
God’s will ; when he sat upon the throne, the 
whole body of the people made joyful accla. 
mations to him, as is usual at the beginning 
of a reign ; and wished that all bis aflairs 
might come to a blessed conclusion ; and that 
he might arrive at a great age, and at the 
most happy state of aiiairs possible. 

2. But Adonijab, who, while his father 
was living, attempted to gain possession of 
the government, came to the king’s mother 
Bathsheha, and saluted her with great civili- 
ty ; and when she sked him, whether he came 
to her as desiring her a'^slstance in any thing 
or not ; and hade him tell her if that were the 
caj,e,^ for that she would clteerfully afiord it 
him; he began to say, that site knew herself 
that the kingdom w'as liis, both on account of 
his elder age, and of the disposition of the 
multitude ; and that yet it was transferred to 
Solomon her son, according to the will of God. 
He also said that lie was contented to he a 
servant under him, and was pleased with the 
present settlement ; hut he desired her to he 
a means of obtaining a favour from his bro- 
ther to liim, and to persuade him to bestow 
on him in marriage Abishag, who had indeed 
slept by his father, but, because his father was 
too old, he did not lie with her, and she was 
still a virgin. So Bathsheha promised him 
to jiflord him her assistance very earnestly, 
and to bring this marriage about, because the 
king would be willing to gratify him in such 
a thing, and because die would press it to him 


very earnestly. Accordingly he went away, 
in hopes of succeeding in tins match. So So- 
lomon’s mother went presently to he.** son, to 
speak to him about what she had promised, 
upon Adonijah’s supplication to her. And 
when her son came forward to meet her, and 
embraced her, and when he had brought her 
into the house where his royal throne was set, 
he sat thereon, and bid them set another throne 
on the right hand for his mother. When 
Bathsheha was sat down, she said, ** O my son, 
grant me one icquest that 1 make of thee, ami 
do not any thing to me that is disagreeable 
or ungrateful, which thou wilt do if thou de- 
niest me.’* And when Solomon bid her to 
lay her commands upon him, because it was 
agreeable toiiis duty to grant her every thing 
she should ask, and complained that she did 
not begin her discourse with a firm expectation 
of obtaining what she desired, hut had some 
suspicion of a denial, — she entreated him to 
grant, that his hrotlier Adoiiijah might marry 
Abishag. 

3. But the king was greatly oflended at 
these words, and sent away his mother, and 
said that Adonijah aimed at great things; and 
that he wondered that she did not desire him 
to yield up the kingdom to him, as to his elder 
brother, since she desired that he might marry 
Abishag ; and tliat he had potent friends, Joab 
the captain of the host, and Abiatliar the priest. 
So he called for Benaiah, tlie captain of the 
guards, and ordered him to slay his brother 
Adonijah ; he also called for Abiathar, the 
priest, and said to him, ** I will not put thee 
to death, because of those other hardships 
which thou hast endured w'ith my father, and 
because of the ark which thou hast borne along 
witli him; but 1 inflict this following punislit 
meiit upon thee, because thou wast among 
Adonijah’s followers, and wast of his party. Do 
not thou continue here, nor come any more into 
iny sight, but go to thine own town, and live 
on thy own fields, and there abide all tliy life ; 

I for thou hast oflended so greatly, that it is not ’ 
' just that thou shouldest retain tliy dignity any 
longer.” For the foreinentioned cause, tlierc* 
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fore, U was that the Iioiise of Ithamar was de- ccivcd it, and w’as much displeased that he had 
prived of the sacerdotal dignity, as God had contemned his cninmands, and, what was more, 
foretold to Eli the grandfather of Abiatliar. had no regard to the oaths he had sworn to 
So it was transferred to the family of Phineas, God ; so he called him, and said to him, 
to Zadok. Now those that were of the family “ Didst not thou swear never to leave me, nor 
of Pliineas, but lived privately during the time to go nut of this city to another ? Thou shalt 
that the high-priesthood was transferred to the not therefore escajje punishment for thy per- 
house of Ithamar (of which family Eli was the jury ; hut 1 will punish thee, thou wicked 
first that received it) were these that follow : wretch, both for this crime, and for those 
Bukki, the sou of Ahisliua the high-priest; therewith thou didst abuse my father when he 
his sou was Joathum ; Joathain*s son was Me- was in his Highl, that thou mayest know that 
raiotli ; Meraiolh’s son was Aroplia*us ; Aro- j wicked men gain nothing at last although they 
phaiMis's son was Aliitub ; and Ahitub’s son be not punished immediately upon their unjust 
was Zadok, who was first made liigh-piiest in practices; but tliat in all the time wiiereinthey 
the reign of David. think themselves secure, because they have yet 

4 . Now when Joab the captain of the host sullered nothing, their punishment increases, 
hoard of the slaughter of Adonijah, he was lind is heavier upon tiiem, and that to u greater 
greatly afraid, for lie was a greater friend to degree than if tliey had been punished immedi- 
him than to Solomon; and suspecting, not ately upon the commission of their crimes,*’ So 
without reason, that he was in danger, on ac- Benaiah, on the king's command, slew Shimei. 
count of his favour to Adonijah, he fled to the 

altar, and supposed he might procure safety 
thereby to himself, because of the king’s piety 

towartls God. But wlien some told the king CHAPTER II. 

what Joab’s supposal was, he sent Benaiah, 

and commanded him to raise him up from the CONCEiixlNG THE wife OF SOLOMON; CON 
altar, and bring to the judgement-seat, in or- ceuning His wisdom and uiches ; and 

dcr to make his defence. However, Joab CONCEKNING what HE Obtained OF HIRAM 

said he would not leave the altar, but would FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPI.E. 

die there rather tha»i in auothor j)lace. And 

when Benaiah had reported Itis atiswcr to the § 1. SOLOMON having already settled him- 
king, Solomon commanded him to cut off his self firmly in iiis kingdom, and having brought 
head there*, aiiid let him take tliat as a punish- his enemies to punishment, he married the 
men t for those two captains of the host whom daughter of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and 
he had wickedly slain, and to bury his body, built the walls of Jerusalem much larger and 
that his sins might never leave his family, but stronger than those that had been before,* and 
that himself and his father, by Joab’s death, thenceforward he managed public affairs very 
might he guiltless; and when Benaiah had peaceably: nor was his youth any hindcrance 
done what he was conmiaiuled to do, he was in the exercise of justice, or in the observation 
himself ap])ointed to be captain of the whole of the laws, or in the remembrance of what 
army, llie king also made Zadok to he alone charges Iiis father had given him at his death; 
the higli-jiriest, in the room of Abiatliar, whom but he discharged every duty w ith great accu- 
he had removed. r^icy, that might have been cx])ected fiom 

5. But as to Shimei, Salomon commanded such as are aged, and of the greatest prudence, 
that he should build him a house, and stay at He now resolved to go to Hebron, and sacri- 
Jerusalem, and attend upon him, and should ficc to God upon the brazen altar that was 
not have autliority to go over the brook Cedron ; built by Moses. Accordingly he offered there 
and that if he disobeyed that command, deatli burnt offerings, in mirnher a thousand; and 
should be his punishment. He also threatened when he had done this, he thought he I)ad 
him so terribly, lliat he compelled him to take paid great honour to God ; for, as he was a- 
an oath that he would obey. Accordingly sleep that very night, God appeared to him, 
Shimei said that he had reason to thank and commanded him to ask of him some gifts 
lomon for giving him such an injunction ; and which he was ready to give him ps a reward 
added an oath, that he would do as he bade for his pietyi So Solomon asked of God 
nim ; and leaving his own country, he made what was most excellent, and of the greatest 
his abode in Jerusalem; but three years after- worth in itself, what God would bestow w'ith 
wards, when he heard that two of his servants the greatest joy, and what it was most profit- 
were run away from him, and were in Gath, able for man to receive; for he did notde».ire 
he went for his servants in haste ; and when to have bestow'cd upon him either gold or 
he was come back with them, the king per- silver, or any other riciies, us a man and a 

• Thi* exccuHon upon Joa-. ' i murdcrcT, by slay- • TIih building of the walls of Jerusalem, soon ni'iei 
Inghim, even when ne ha<’ taken Minctuary at God’s David’s death, inustrates the twieliision of the 51 m 
altar, fi perfectly agreeable to the law of Mokcs, which p&ilm, where David i>r.iys, '’Build thou the walls o* 
fujoins, !hat, "ifa roan come |>u>sumptuouiily uiHiii his Jerusalem;” — they being, it seems, unfinished m liw 
neighbour to slay him '• ith guile, thou shall take him perfect at that time. See chap, vu sect. 1 1 anil ch. vu 
from mine altar, tnat he die'^ Exod. xxi. M. tcet. 7; also 1 Kings ix. 15 
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youth might naturally have done, for these 
are the things that generally are esteemed by 
most men, as alone of the greatest worth, and 
the best gifts of God ; but, said he, “ Give 
me, .0 Lord, a sound mind and a good under- 
standing, whereby I may speak and judge the 
people according to truth and righteousness.*’ 
With these petitions God was well pleased ; 
and promised to give him all those things that 
he had not mentioned in his option, riches, 
glory, victory over his enemies ; and, in the 
first place, understanding and wisdom, and 
this in such a degree, as no other mortal man, 
neither kings nor ordinary persons, ever had. 
He also prortalsed to preserve the kingdom ^ 
his posterity for a very long time, if he 
tinued righteous and oheclient to him, an. 
imitated his father in those things wherein 
he exc^led. When Sqhstnon heard this^from 
God, he presenty leaped out of lii*bcd'; and 
when he had w'orshipped hin^ he returned to 
Jerusalem ; and after he liad’oflTertd great sa- 
crifices before the tabernacle, lie foasted all his 
own family. 

^2. In tliese days a bard cause came before 
him in judgment, which it was very difficult 
to find any end of ; and 1 think it necessary 
to explain the fact nbout which the contest 
was, that such as light upon my writings may 
know what a difficult cause Solomon w-as to de- 
termine; and those that are concerned insu^ 
matters may take this sagacity of tli€ king for 
a pattern, tliat they may the more easily give 
sentence about such questions. There w'ere 
two w'omen, w ho were harlots in -the course of 
their lives, that came to him, of whom she 
that seenud to be injured began to speak first, 
and said, “ O king, 1 and this other woman 
dw'<dl together in one room. Now it came to 
pass that we bolli bore a son at the same 
of the same day ; and on the third day this \v^ 
man overlaid her son, and killed it, and then 
took my son mit of my bosom, and removed 
him to herself; and ns I was asleep she laid 
her dead son in my arms. Now', when in the 
morning 1 was desirous to give the breast to 
the child, 1 did not find my own, but saw the 
w'omaii’s dead child lying by me; for 1 con- 
sidered it exactly, and found it so to be. 
Hence it was that 1 demanded my son, and 
when 1 could not obtain him, I have recourse, 
my lord, to thy assistance ; for since we were 
alone, and ^here was nobody there that could 
convict her, she cares for nothing, but perse- 
veres in the stout denial of the fact.’* When 
this woman had told this her story, the king 
asked the other woman what she hud to say in 
contradiction to that t.4ory. But when she 
denied that she had done what was charg- 
ed upon her, and said that it was her child 
that w'as living, and that it was her antago- 
nist's child that w^as di'ad, and when no one 
could devise what judgment could be given, 
Hiid the whole court were blind in their un- 
derstanding, and could not tell how to find 


out this riddle, the king alone invented the 
rollowing way how to discover it ; He bade 
hem bring in both the dead child and the liv- 
ng child ; and sent one of his guards, and 
commanded him to fetch a sword, and draw 
t, and to cut both the children into two pieces, 
:hat each of the women might have half the 
living and half the dead child. Hereupon all 
the people privately laughed at tlie king, as 
no more than a youth. But, in the mean 
ime, she that was the real mother of the liv- 
ng child cried out, that he should not do so, 
hut deliver that child to the other woman as 
:ier own, for she would be satisfied with the 
life of the child, and with the sight of it, al- 
though it were esteemed the other’s child ; 
but the other woman was ready to see the 
child divided, and was desirous, rnorfe<‘rcr, 
hat the first woman should he tormented. 
When the king understood that both theii 
.'ords proceeded from the truth of their pas- 
sions, he adjudged the child todicr that cried 
out to save it, ffir that she was the real mother 
of it ;«nd he condemned the other as a wick- 
ed woman, who had not only killed her own 
child, but was endeavouring to see her friend's 
child destroyed also. Now the multitude 
looked on this determination as a great sign 
and demonstration of the king's sagacity and 
wisdom ; and, after that day, attended to him 
us to one that had a divine mind. 

3. Now the captains of his armies, and 
officers appointed over the whole country, 
W’ere these Over the lot of Ephraim was 
Ures; over the toparchy of Bethlehem was 
Dioclerus ; Abinadab, who married Solomoif’s 
daughter, had the region of Dora and the 
sea-coast under him ; the Great Plain W’as 
under Bcnaiah, the son of Achilus ; lie also 
^verned all the country as far as Jordan ; 
*Q|||;aris ruled over Gilead and Gaulaiitis, 
and had under him the sixty gfeat and fenced 
cities [of Og] ; Achinadab managed tlie af- 
fairs of all Galilee, as far as Sidon, and had 
himself also married a daughter of Solomon's, 
whose name was Basima ; Banacates had the 
sea-coast about Arce; as had Shaphot Mount 
Tabor, and Cartnt-l, and [the lower] Galilee 
as far as the river Jordan ; one man was ap- 
pointed over all this country; Shimei w'as in- 
trusted with the lot of Benjamin ; and Ga- 
barcs had the country beyond Jordan, over 
w’hom there was again one governor appoint- 
ed. Now^ the people of the Hebrews, and 
particularly the tribe of Judah, reccii'ed a 
wonderful increase when they betook them- 
selves to husbandry and the cultivation of 
tkeir grounds ; for as they enjoyed peace, and 
were not distracted with wars and troubles, 
and having besides an abundant fruition of 
the most desirable liberty, every one was busy 
in augmenting the product of their own lands, 
and making them worth more than they had 
formerly been. 

4. The king had also other rulers, whfl 



216 ANTIQUlTlKS OF THE JEWS. BOOK vili. 


were over tiie land ol Syria and the Pliilis- 
tines, which reached from the river Euphrates 
to E^ypt, and these collected his tributes of 
the nations. Now these contributed to the 
king’s table, and to his supper every day, 
thirty cori of fine flour, and sixty of meal ; 
as also ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of 
the pastures, and a hundred tat lambs; al. 
these were besides what were taken by hunt- 
ing harts and buffaloes, and birds and fishes, 
which w^ere brought to the king by foreigners 
day by day. Solomon had also so great a num- 
ber of chariots, that the stalls of his horses 
for those chariots were forty thousand ; and 
besides these, he had twelve thousand horse- 
men, the one half of w'hom waited upon the 
king in Jerusalem, and the rest were dis- 
persed abroad, and dw'elt in the royal vil- 
lages; but the same officer who provided 
for the king’s expenses, supplied also the 
fodder for the horses, and still carried it 
to the place where the king abode at that 
time. 

5. Now the sagacity and wisdom which 
God had bestowed upon Solomon was so 
great, that he exceeded the ancients, inso- 
much that he was no w'ay inferior to the 
Egyptians, who are said to have been beyond 
all men in understanding; nay, indeed, it is 
evident that their sagacity was very much in- 
ferior to that of the king’s. He also excelled 
and distinguished himself in wisdom above 
those who were most eminent among the He- 
brews at that time for shrewdness : those 1 
mean were Ethan, and Hemaii, and CliaJcol, 
and Darda, the of Maliol. He also 

composed books of odes and songs, a thou- 
sand and five ; of parables and similitudes, 
three thousand ; for he spake a parable upon 
every sort of tree, from the hyssop to the ce- 
dar ; and in like ituumer also {ibout beasts, 
about all sorts of living creatures, whether 
upon the earth, or in the seas, or in the air ; 
for he was not unacquainted with any of their 
natures, nor omitted inquiries about them, 
out described them all like a philosopher, 
aud demonstrated his extjuisite knowledge of 
their several properties. God also enabled 


linn to learn that skill which expels demons, j 
which is a science useful and sanative to 
I men. He composed such incantations also 
j by which distempers are alleviated. And he 
left behind him the manner of using exor- 
cisms, by which they drive away <leinons, so 
that they never return, and this method of 
cure is of great force unto this day ; for I 
have seen a certain man of my own country 
ivhose name w'as Eleazar, releasing people 
that were demoniacal in the presence of Ves- 
pasian, and his sons, and his captains, and the 
w'holc multitude of his soldiers. The man- 
ner of the cure w'as this : — He put a ring 
that had a root of one of those sorts men- 
tioned by Solomon to tlie nostrils of the de- 
moniac, after whicii he drew' out the demon 
through his nostrils ; and when the man fell 
iown immediately, he abjured him to return 
into him no more, making still mention oi 
Solomon, and reciting the incantations which 
he composed. And when Eleazar would per- 
suade and demonstrate to the spectators that 
he had such a ])ower, he set a little wiiy oif a 
cup or basin full of water, and commanded 
the demon, as he went out of the man, to 
overturn it, and thereby to let the spectators 
know that he had left tlie man ; and when 
this was done, the skill and wisdom of Solo* 
rnon was shown very manifestly : for which 
reason it is, that all men may know the vast- 
ness of Solomon’s abilities, and how he was 
■beloved of God, and that the extraordinary 
virtues of every kind with which this king 
was endowed, may not be unknown to any 
people under the sun ; for this reason, 1 say, 
it is that we have proceeded to speak so largely 
of these matters. 

6. Moreover Hiram, king of Tyre, when 
be had heard that Solomon succeeded to his 
father’s kingdom, was very glad of it, for he 
was a friend of David’s. So he sent ambassa- 
dors to him, and saluted iiim, and congratu- 
lated him on the present happy stale of his 
affairs. Upon which Solomon sent him an 
epistle, the contents of which here follow ; — 

SOLOMON TO KING Ilf RAM. 


» It inav not be amiss to compare the dally furniture | Know thou that my father would liavc 
of king Solomon’s table, here set down, and I Kings Iv, 

22, 2.3, with the like daily furniture of Nehemiali the f Some pretended fragments of these books of con 
governor’s b>.ble, after the Jews were come back from juration of Solomon arc still extant in Fabriolus’s Cod. 
Babylon : and to remember withal, that Nehcmiah was I’seudtmigr. Vet. Test page H)54, though I entirely 
now building the walls of Jenisalcin, and maintained, difflt from Josephus in this his suiiposcl, that such 
more than usual, alxivc laO considerable men every books and arts or Solomon were parts of that wisdom 
day ; and that, Ix-ranse the nation was then very ixwr, which was imparted to him by Go«l in his younger 
at his own charges also, without l.iying ain, burden up- tUys; tliey must rather have lielongcd to such profane 
on the people at all. Now fl at which wa.s prepaid but eiirious arts as we find raentiontd, Actsxix, 
for me daily was an ox, and six choice sheep ; also fowls and had been derived from the Idolatry and supcrsti 
were prepared for me; ; nd otice in ten days, store of tion of his heathen wives and eonciibines in his old age, 
all sorts of wine; and yet for all this I required not the when lie hud forsaken God, and God had forsaken him, 
in’oad of the governor, because the Ixmdage was heavy and given him up to demoniacal delusions. Nor (1(^ 
upon this people.” Neh. v. 18. Sev the whole ermtext, Josephus's strange account of the mot Baara (of the 
v«r. 14—19. Nor diil the governor’s usual allowaii(« War, b. viii, ch. vl, sect. 3) seem to be other than that 
of 40 shekels of silver a^ay, ver. 15, amount to L A a- of its magical use in such oorduratlons. As fiif tw 
day, nor to L.lSuO a-year. mes it indeed appear, following history, it confirms what Christ says (Matt, 

that, under the Judges, or uud*,. >«ttiuei the prophet, xii, 27b If I hy Bcclaebub east out demons, oy whom 
there was any such j'ubllc allowance to those governors do your sons cast them out ?" . 

gtaUi great charges iqHH. the public for main- f These epistles of Solomon and Hiram are 

taming cemrts, came In with kings,-- as God foretold . Kings v, 3—9, and, as enlarged. In 2 Chron. ji> 3— lo 
Uicy would, 1 Sam, viii, il— ib. but beie given us by Jose|rfius in hi* own words. 
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built a temple to God, but was hindered by I 8. The copies of these ejustles remain at 
wars, and continual expeditions ; for he did | tliis day, and are preserved not only in our 
not leave off to overthrow his enemies till he books, but among the Tyrians also ; inso- 
made them all subject to tribute. But I give much that if any one would know the cer- 
thanks to God for the peace 1 at present en- tainty about them, he may desire of the keep, 
joy, and f)n that account I am at leisure, and ers of the public records of Tyre to show 
design to build a house to God, for God fore- 1 him them, and he will find what is there set 
told to my father that such a house should be 'down to agree with what w'e have said. I 
built by me ; w’herefore I desire thee to send i haye said so much out of a desire that my 
some of thy subjects with mine to Mount | readers may know that we speak nothing but 
Lebanon, to cut down timber; for the Sido. the truth, and do not compose a history out 
nians are more skilful than our |>cople in cut- of some plausible relations, which deceive 
ting of wood. As for wages to the hewers men and please them at the same time, nor 
of wood, I will pay whatsoever price thou attempt to avoid examination, nor desire men 
slialt determine.” to believe us immediately; nor are we at 

7. When Hiram had read this epistle, he liberty to depart from speaking truth, which 
was ydeaseti with it, and wrote back this an- is the proper commendation of a historian, 
swer to Solomon: — land yet to be blameless. But we insist upon 

no admission of what w'e say, unless w’e be 
able to manifest its truth by demonstration 
and the strongest vouchers. 

9. Now king Solomon, as soon as this 


HIRAM TO KING SOLOMON. 

' It is fit to bless God, that he hath commit- 


ted thy father’s government to thee, who art i epistle of the king of Tyre was brought him, 
a wise man, and endowed with all virtues. | commended the readiness and goodwill he 
As for myself, I rejoice at the condition thou i declared therein, and repaid him in what he 
art in, and w'ill be subservient to tliec in all j desired, and sent him yearly twenty thousand 
that thou seudest to me about; for when hy cori of wheat, and as many baths of oil; now 
my subjects I have cut down many and largo the bath is able to contain seventy-two sexta- 
trees of cedar and cypress wood, I will send ' 
tliem to sea, and will order my subjects to 
make floats of them, and to sail to what place 
soever of thy country thou shalt desire, and 


ries. He also sent him the same measure of 
wine. So the friendslup between Hiram and 
Solomon hereby increased more and more ; 
and they swore to continue it for ever. Anti 


leave them there, after which thy subjects the king appointed a tribute to be laid on all 
may carry them to Jerusalem: hut do thou i the people, of thirty thousand labourers, w'hose 
take care to procure us corn for this timber, j work he rendered easy to them, by prudently 
which we stand in need of, because we inha- ! dividing it aipong them ; for he made ten 
bit in an i .I »nd.”* thousand cut timber in mount Lebanon for 


* What Josephus licrc puts into his cony of Hiram’s 
opistl ? to Solomon, .md repeats afterwarus (ch. v, seel. 
. 1 ), that Tyre was now an island, is not in any of the 
three other ctjpies, vi/. that of the Kings, Chronicles, 
or Kusebins; nor is it any other, I suppose, than his 
own conjeettiral jiaraphrase; for when 1, many years 
iigo, inquired into IIiif matter, 1 found the state of this 
famous city, and of the island whereupon it stooil, to 
have been very cllfferent at diflerenLtimes. The result 
of my inquiries in this matter, writh the addition of 
some later improvements, stands thus ; — That the best 
testimonies hereto relating, imply, that PaliEtyrus, or 
Oldest Tyre, w.is no other than that most ancient 
smaller fort or eily 'Fyre, situatetl on the continent, 
and mentioned in .losh. xix, i'i), out of which the Ca- 
naanitc or Phirniei m inhabitants were driven into a 
large island, that lay not far ofl' in the sea, by Joshua : 
tliat this island was tlien joincil to the continent, at the 
present remains of Palirtyrus, by a neck of hmd, over 
against Solomon’s cisterns, still so called ; and the city’s 
fresh water, probably, was canied along In pipes by Urat 
neck of land; and that this island was tnerefore, in 
strictness, no otner than a peninsula, having vilJugfs in 
Us JieUia (Kzek. xxvi, 6), and a wall about it (Amosi, 

lb) ; and the city was not of so great reputation as Si- 
don for some ages : that it was attacked both by sea 
^d land by Salmanasser, as Josephus infonns us (An- 
tiq. b. ix, on. xiv, sect. S), and afterwards came to be 
the metropolis of Phccnieia; C^d was afterwards taken 
and destroyed by Nebuchadneszar, acottpling t<7 the nu- 
merous scripture prophecies theyeto relating, Iso. xxUi: 
Jer. XXV, 22 ; xxvii, 3; xlvii, 4; Ezek. xxvi, xxvii, 
That seventy years after that destruction by 
Nebuchadnemr, this city wji '. m some measure revived 
and rebuilt (Isa. xxiil, 17, IS), but that, as the prophet 
kzekiel had foretold (xxvi, 3, 4, 5, 14 ; xxvii, 34), the 
•ea arose higher than before, till at last it overflowed, 
not only the neck of land, but the main island or pe- 
ninsula Itself, and destroyed that old and famous city 
tor ever: that, however, there still remained an ad 


one month, and then to come borne ; and tin, 
rest two months, until the time wlien the 
other twenty thousand had finished their task 
at the appointed time; and so afterward it 
came to pass, that the first ten thousand re- 
turned to their work every fourth month ; 
and it was Adoram who w as over this tribute. 
Tliere w'ere also of the strangers who were 
left by David, who were to carry the stones 
and other materials, seventy thousand ; and 
of those that cut the stones, eighty thousand. 
Of these three thousand and diree hundred 
W'ere rulers over the rest. He also enjoined 
them to cut out i irge stones for the founda- 
tions of the temple, and that they should fit 
them and unite them together in tlie moun- 
tain, and so bring them to the city. This 

joining smaller islaii l, once connected to Old TVW itself 
by Hiram, which was afterwards Inhabited; to which 
Alexander the Great, with incredible iiains, raised a 
new bank or causeway: and that it plainly appears hroip 
Maundrcll, a most authentic cye-witness, that the old, 
large, onA famous city, on the original large island, is 
now laid so generally under water, that scarce more 
than forty acres of it, or rather of that atljoining small 
island, remain at this <lay i so that, perhaps, not above 
a hundredth part of tlie first island and city is now above 
water. This wa* foretold in the same prophecies of 
ICzekiel; and, according to them, as Mr. Maundrcll 
diKtinotly observes, these poor remains of Old Tyre are 
now *♦ become like the top of a rock ; a plat* for U** 
sprmdiw' of nets in foe midst of tlie sea.” 
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was done, not only by our own country 
workmen, but by those w'orkmen whom Hiram 
sent also. 


CHAPTER III. 

OF THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 

§ i. Solomon began to build the temple in 
the fourth year of his rc‘ign, on the second 
month, which the Macedonians call Artemi^ 
siusy and the Hebrews Jur; five hundred and 
ninety.-tw’O years after the exodus out of 
Egypt, but one thousand and twenty years 
from Abraham's coming out of Mesopotamia 
into Canaan; and after the Deluge one thou-| 
sand four hundred and forty years ; and from 
Adam, the first man wdio was created, until 
Solomon built the temple, tliere had passed 
in all three thousand one hundred and two 
years. Now that year on which the temple 
began to be built, was already the eleventh 
year of the reign of Hiram ; but from the 
building of Tyre to the building of the temple, 
there had passed two hundred and forty years. 

2. Now, therefore, the king laid the foun- 
dations of the temple very deep in the 
ground,* and the materials were strong stones, 
and such as would resist the force of time; 
these were to unite themselves with the earth, 
and become a basis and a sure foundation for 
that superstructure wliich was to he erected 
ever it ; they were to be so strong, in order 
to sustain w ith ease those v;^st superstructures, 
an(l precious ornaments, wliose own weight 
was to be not less than tljc weight of Uu)se 
other high and heavy buildings which the 
king designed to be very ornamental and 
magnificent. They erected its entire body, 
quite up to the roof, of white stone : its 
lieight was sixty cubits, and its leiigdi was 
the same, and its breadth twenty,' There 
was another building erected over it, equal 
to it in its measures ; so that the entire alti- 
tiule of the temple was a hundred and twenty 
cubits. Its front was to the east. As to the 
porch, they built it before the temple: its 
lengtli w'as twenty cubits, and it was so order- 
ed that it might agree with the breadth of 
the house ; and it had twelve cubits in lati- 
tude, and its height was raised as high as a 
luo!d‘‘ed and twenty cubits. He also built 
jround about the temple thirty small rooms, 
which might include the whole temple, by 
their closeness one to another, and by tlieir 
number, and outward position round it. He 
also made passages through them, that they 
might come into one through another. Every 
one of these rooms had fiv4' cubits in breadth,-!- 

• Of the ‘temple of Solomon, here described by Josc?- 
phU8, in this and the following; 'actions of this chapter, 
tse my description of the temples belonging to this 
w'otk. ch. xiii. 

i Th^ si na U rooms, ox side chambers, seem to have 


and the same in length, but in height twenty. 
Above these were other rooms, and others 
above them, equal, both in their measures 
and number ; so that these reached to a height 
equal to the lower part of the house ; for the 
upper part had no buildings abcot it. The 
roof that w as over the house w as of cedar ; 
and truly every one of these rooms had a roof 
of their own, that w'as not connected with the 
other rooms ; but for the other parts, there 
W'as a covered roof common to them all, and 
built with very long beams, that passed 
through the rest, ajid through the whole 
building, that so the middle walls, being 
strengthened by the same beams of timber, 
might be thereby made firmer; but as for 
that part of the roof that was under the beams, 
it W'as made of the same materials, and w as 
all made smooth, and had ornaments proper 
for roofs, and plates of gold nailed upon 
them ; and as he enclosed the walls w'itli 
boards of cedar, so he fixed on them plates 
jf gold, which had sculptures upon them ; so 
that the whole temple shined, and dazzled tlie 
eyes of such as entered, by the splendour of 
the gold that was on every side of them. 
Now the whole structure of the temple was 
made, with great skill, of polished stones, 
and those laid together so very harmoniously 
and smoothly, that there appeared to the spec- 
tators no sign of any hammer, or other in. 
strument of architecture, but as if, without 
any use of them, the entire materials had na- 
turally united themselves together, that the 
agreement of one part with another seemed 
rather to have been natural, than to have 
arisen from tlie force of tools upon them. 
'i‘he king also had a fine contrivance for an 
ascent to the upper room over the temple, 
and that was by steps in the thickness of its 
wall ; for it had no large door on the east 
end, as the lower house had, but the entrances 
were by the sides, through very small doors. 
He also overlaid the temple, both within and 
without, with boards of cedar, that weie kept 
close together by tliick chains, so that this 
contrivance was in the nature of a support 
and a strength to the building. 

3. Now when the king had divided the tem- 
ple into tw’o parts, he made the inner house of 
tw'enty cubits [every way], to be the most se- 
cret ciiamber, but he appointed that of forty 
cubits to be the sanctuary ; and twlien he had 
cut a door-place out of the wall, he put therein 
doors of cedar, and overlaid them with a great 
deal of gold, that had sculptures upon it. He 
also had veils of blue, and purple, and scarlet, 
and the brightest and softest of linen, with the 
most curious flowers wrought upon them, 
which were to be drawn before those doors, 
lie also dedicated for the inust secret place, 

been, by Josephus’s description, no less than 20 cubits 
high a piece, otherwise there must have been a large 
interval between one and the other that was oyer it j 
and this with double floors, the one of six cubits dis 
tance from the floor bencatii it. as 1 Kings vi. ft 
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vvhose breadth twenty cubits, and the 
iengtli the same, two clierubims of solid gold ; 
tlie heiglit of each of them was five cubits • ; 
ibey had each of them two wings stretched 
out as far as five cubits ; wherefore Solomon 
set them up not far from each other, that with 
one wing tliey might touch the southern wall 
of the secret place, and with another the nor- 
thern ; their other wings, wliich joined to each 
other, were a covering to the ark, which was 
set between them : but nobody can tell, or 
even conjecture, what was the shape of these 
cherubiins. He also laid the floor of the 
temple with plates of gold ; and he added 
doors to the gate of the tempfc, agreeable to 
the measure of the height of the w'all, but in 
breadth twenty cubits, and on them he glued 
gold plates ; and, to say all in one word, he 
left no part of the temple, neillier internal nor 
external, but what was covered with gold. He 
also had curtains drawn over these doors, in 
like manner as they were drawn over the inner 
doors of the most holy place; but the porch 
of the temple had nothing of that sort. 

4. Now Solomon sent for an artificer out 
of Tyre, whose name was Hiram : he was by 
birth of the tribe of Naplitali, on the mother’s 
side (for siic was of that tribe) ; but his father 
was Ur, of the stock of the Israelites. Tin’s 
man was skilful in all sorts of work ; but his 
chief skill lay in working in gold, in silver, 
And brass ; by whom were made all the me- 
chanical works about the temple, according to 
the will of Solomon. Moreover, this Hiram 
made two [hollow] pillars, whose outsides w'ere 
of brass ; and tiie thickness of the brass was 
four fingers’ brcadtli, and the height of the 
(jilhirs was ciglittcn cubits,f and their circum- 
ference twelve cubits ; but there was cast w’ith 
each of tiieir chapiters lily-work, that stood 
upon the pillar, and it was elevated five cubits, 
round alrout which there w'as net-work inter- 
woven with small palms, made of brass, and 
covered the lily-work. To tin's also were huri: 
two hundred pomegranates, in two rows. The 
one of these pillars he set at the entrance of 
the porch ott the right hand anti called it Ja- 
ckin ; and the other at the left-hand, and call- 
ed it Bqoz, 

5. Solomon also cast a brazen sea, the 
figure of which was that of an hemisphere. 
This brazen vessel was called a sea for its 
largtMiess, for^he laver was ten feet in diame- 
ter, and cast of the thickness of a palm : its 
middle part rested on a short pillar, tiiat had 
ten spirals round it, and that pillar was ten 

• Josephus says here that the Cherubims were of 
■olid yohf, and only five cubits Inch ; while our Hebrew 
copies (1 Kings vi, 23, 28) siiy they were of the olive 
tree; and the Ixxii of the eypress-tree, and only over- 
laid with gold ; and both agree they were ten cubits high. 
1 suppose the number here is falsely transcribed, and 
that Jofcphus wrote ten cubits also. 

t for these two famous pillars, Jachin and Booz, 
their height could be no more than 18 cubits, as here, 
and I Kings vli, 15 ; 2 Kings xxv. 17 ; Jcr. iii, 21 { those 
35 cubits in 2 Chron. iii, 15, being contrary to all the 
mics of Architecture in the world 
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cubits in diameter. There stood round about 
t twelve oxen, that looked to the four winds 
of heaven, three to each wind, having their 
under parts depressed, that so the hemis\)he- 
rical vessel might rest upon them, which itself 
was also depressed round about inwardly. 
Now' this sea contained three thousand baths. 

6. He also made ten brazen bases for so 
many quadrangular lavers : the length of every 
one of these bases was five cubits, and tlie 
breadth four cubits, and the height six cubits. 
This vessel w'as partly turned, and was thus 
contrived ; There were four small quadran- 
ular pillars, that stood one at each corner; 
these had tiie sides of the base fitted to them 
on each quarter; they were parted into three 
parts; every interval had a border fitted to 
support [the laver]; upon which was engraven, 

II one place a lion, and in anotlier place a 
null, and an eagle. The small pillars had the 
same animals engraven that were engraven on 
the side.s. Tlie whole work was elevated, and 
tood upon four wheels, which were also cast, 
which had also naves and felloes, and w'ere a 
foot and a half in diameter. Any one xvho 
,aw the spokes of the wheels, how exactly 
they were turned, and united to the sides of 
the bases, and with what harmony they agreed 
to the felloes, would wonder at them. How- 
ever, their structure was this : Certain slioul- 
ders of hands stretched out, held the corners 
above, upon which rested a short spiral pillar^ 
that lay under the hollow part of the laver, 
resting upon the fore part of the e.-iglc and 
the lion, winch w’ero adapted to them, inso- 
nuich, that those who viewed them would 
think tiiey were of one piece ; between these 
were engravings of palm trees. This was 
the construction of the ten bases ; he also 
made ten large round brass vessels, which 
were the lavers themselves, each of wliich con- 
tained forty baths; ^ for it had its height four 
cubits, ami its edges were as much ilistar.t 
from ek^i otiier : he also placed these lavers 
upon llie ten bases that were culled Meebon- 
oth : and he set five of the lavers on the left 
side of the temple, ■§ which was that side to- 
wards the north wind, and as many on the 

t The round or cylindrical lavers of four cubits in 
diameter, and four in height, both in our copies, I 
Kings, vii, 38, 39, and here in Joscphits, must hax’e 
(Xintained a great deal more than these forty baths, 
which are always assigned tliom. Where the error lies 
is hard to say : }ieihai>s Josephus honestly followed his 
copies here, 'though they had been corrupted, and he 
was not able to restoie tlie true reading, in the mean 
time, the forty butlrs arc probably the true quantity 
contained in each laver, since they went upon wheels, and 
were to be drawn by the Levites about the courts of the 
ricsts, for the washings they were designed for; and 
ad they hold much more, they would have been loo 
heavy to have been so drawn. 

■ ) Mere .losephus gives us a key to his own language, 
of right and left hand in the tabernacle and temple; 
that by the right hand lie means what is against our 
left, when we .suppose ourselves going up from the east 
gates of the courts towards the taliernadc or temple 
themselves, and so vice rtersa ; whence it follows, tnA 
the pillar JaChin, on the right hand of the temple, was 
on the south, against our left hand ; and Booz on tlw 
north, against our right hand. 
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right side, towards tlie south, but looking to- 
wards the east ; the same [eastern] way he also 
set tlie sea. Now, he appointed the sea to be 
for washing the hands and the feet of the 
priests when they entered into the temple and 
were to ascend the altar; but the lavers to 
cleanse the entrails of the beasts that were to 
be burnt-ofterings, with their feet also, 

7. He also made a brazen altar, whose 
length was twenty cubits, and its breadth the 
same, and its height ten, for the burnt -oflTcr- 
ings ; he also made all its vessels of brass ; 
the pots, and the shovels, and the basons, and 
besides these, the snuffers and the tongs, and 
all its otlyer vessels he made of brass, and such 
brass as was in splendor and beauty like gold. 
The king also dedicated a great number of | 
tables, but one that was large and made of 
gold, upon wbieh they set the loaves of God; 
and he made ten thousand more that resem- 
bled them, but were done after another man- 
ner, upon which lay the vials and the cups ; 
those of gold were t^venty thousand, those of 
silver were forty thousand. He also made 
ten thousand candlesticks, according to the 
command of Moses, one of which he dedicat- 
ed for the temple, that it might burn in the 
<lay-time, according to the law ; and one table 
with loaves upon it, on the north side of the 
temple, over against the candlestick ; for tltis 
be set on the south side, but the golden altar 
itood between them. All tliose vessels were 
contained in that part of the holy house, which 
was forty cubits long, and were before the 
vail of that most secret place w-hercin the ark 
tvas to be set. 

8. The king also made pouring vessels, in 

number eighty thousand, and a hundred thou- 
sand golden vials, and twice as many silver 
vials ; of golden dishes, in order therein to of- 
fer kneaded fine flour at the altar, there were 
eighty thoustind, and twice as many of silver. 
Of large basons also, wlierein they mixed fine 
flour with oil, sixty thousand of gold, and 
twice as many of silver. Of fhe measures 
like those which Moses called the //m, and 
tlie Assaron (a tcntii deal), there were twenty 
thousand of gold, and twice as many of silver. 
The golden censers, in whicli tliey carried the 
incense to the altar, were twenty thousand : 
the other censers, in which they carried fire 
from the great altar to the little altar, within 
the temple, were fifty thousand. The sacer- 
dotal garments which belong to the higli- 
phesf, V^*th the long robes, and the oracle, 
and the precious stones, were a tbousaiid ; but 
the crown upon which Moses wrote [the name 
of God],* was only one, and hath remained 
to this very day. He also made ten thousand 
sacerdotal garments of fine linen, with purple 
girdles, for every and two hundred 

* Of tT e golden plate on tl.e hlgh-priert's forehe.nl 
thatWaa in b«ng in the days of Josephufi, and a century 
cr two at least later, the note on Antiq. b. iii. ch. 
vii. sect 6 


thousand trumpets, according to the command 
of Moses; also two hundred thousand gar- 
ments of fine linen for the singers that were 
Levites; and he made musical instruments, 
and such as were invented for singing of 
hymns, called Nahl^ and Cinyrte [psalteries 
and harps], whicli wore made of electrum [the 
finest brass], forty thousand. 

9. Solomon made all these things for the 
honour of God, with great variety and mag- 
nificence, sparing no cost, but using all pos- 
sible liberality in adorning the temple; and 
these things he dedicated to the treasures of 
God. Ho also placed a partition round about 
the temple, .which, in onr tongue, we call 
Gison, but it is called Thrigeos by the Greeks, 
and he raised it up to the height of three cu- 
bits; and it was for the exclusion of the multi- 
tude from coming into the teniplo, and show- 
ing that it was a place that was free and open 
only for the priests. He also built beyond 
this court a temple, the figure of which wa.s 
that of a quadrangle, and erected for it great 
and broad cloisters ; this was entered into by 
very high gates, each of which had its front 
exposed to one of the [four] winds, and were 
shut by golden doors. Into this temple all 
the people entered that were distinguished 
from the rest by being pure, anti observant of 
the laws ; but he made that temple which was 
l)eyond this a wonderful one indeed, and such 
as exceeds all description in words; nay, if I 
may so say, is hardly believed upon sight; for 
when he had filled up great valleys with earth, 
which, on account of their immense depth, 
could not be looked on when you bended 
down to sec them, without pain, and had ele- 
vated the ground four hundred cubits, he 
made it to be on a level with the top of the 
mountain on which the temple was built, ajnl 
by this means the outmost temple, which was 
exposed to the air, was even with the temple 
itself.f He encompassed this also with a 
building of a double row of cloisters, which 
stood oil high upon pillars of native stone, 
while the roofs were of cedar, and were polish- 
ed in a manner proper for such high roofs ; but 
be made all the doors of this temple of silver. 


CIIAPTER IV. 

HOW SOLOMON REMOVED THE ARK INTO THE 
TEMPI.E ; HOW HE MADE SUPPLICATION TO 
GOD, AND OFFERED PUBLIC SAQRIFICF-S TO 
HIM. 

§ I. When king Solomon had finished these 
works, these Wrge and beautiful buildings, 

1 When .Tosephua here aaya that the floor of the oui- 
moat temple or court of the Gentiles, was with 
labour raised to be even, or of equal height, with tne 
floor of the inner, or court of the nriests, he must mca*] 
this In a gross estimation only; for he and all others 
agree that the inner temple, or court of the priests, wfl/ 
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and had laid up his donations in the temple, 
and all this in the interval of seven years, • 
and had given a demonstration of his riches 
and alacrity therein ; insomuch, that .any one 
who saw it would have thought it must have 
been an immense time ere it could have been 
finished, and [would be surprised] that so 
much should be (inished in so short a time ; 
short, I mean, if compared with tlie great- 
ness of the work : he also wrote to the rulers 
and elders of the Hebrews, and ordered all the 
people to gather themselves together to Jeru- 
salem, both to see the temple which he had 
built, and to remove the ark of God into it ; 
and when this invitation of the whole body of 
the people to come to Jerusalem was every- 
where carried abroad, it was the seventh month 
before they came together ; which month is, 
by our countrymen, called Thisri ; but by the j 
ISIaccdoniaris II^jierbereteBUS. The Feast of 
Tabernacles happened to fall at the same time, 
wliich was kept by the Hebrews as a most holy 
and most eminent feast. So they carried the 
ark and the tabernacle which Moses had pitch- 
ed, and all tlie vessels that were for ministra- 
tion to the sacrifices of God, and removed them 
to the temple.f The king himself, and all the 
people and the Levites, went before, rendering 
the ground moist with sacrifices, and drink- 
offerings, and the blood of a great luimber of 
oblations, and burning an iinnietise quantity 
of incense; and tliis till the very air itself 
everywhere round about was so full of tliese 
odours, that it met, in a most agreeable man- 
ner, pcM sons at a great distance, and was an 
indicatioji of God’s presence, and, as men’s 
opinion w'as of his habitation with them in 
this newly-built and consecrated place, for they 
(lid not grow weary, either of singing hymns, 
or of dancing, until they came to the temple; 
and in this manner did they carry the ark : 
hut when they should transfer it into the most 
secret places, the re^t, of the multitude went 
away, and on'ly those priests that carried it set 
It between the two cherubims, which embrac- 
ing it with their wings (for so they were fram 
cm! by the artificer), they covered it, as under 
a tent or a cupola. Now' the ark contained 

H few cubits more elevateil than the middle amrt, the 
<“ourt of Israel, and that much more was the court of 
thu priests elevated seveial cubits alvive Ukj outmost 
court, since the court of Israel was lower than the one 
and higher than the other. 

* 'I'ho ScptuagiiU say, that “ they prepared timber 
and Stones to build the temple for three years,” 1 Kings, 
^ . 18 ; and although neither our present Hebrew copy, 
uor Josephus, directly name that number of years, yet 
do they both say the building itself did not begin till 
•Solomon’s fourth year; and both speak of the prepar- 
ation of materials beforehand, 1 Kings, v, 18; Aiitiq. b. 
vni, ch. 5, sect. 1. There is no reason, therefore, to 
auer the ticptuagiiit’s number ; but we are to suppose 
rnrec years to have been the just time of the prepara- 
tion, as I have done in my computation of the expense 
in building the temple. 

t this solemn removal of the ark from mount Sion 
to mtJunt Moriah, at the duhiticc of almost three 
quarters of a mile, confutes that notion of the motlem 
Jews, and followed by many (Christians also, as if those 
Jhs ^ abd the same mountain ; for 

nich there is, I think, very little foundation. 
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nothing else but those two tables of stone that 
preserved the ten commandments, which God 
spake to Moses in mount Sinai, and which 
were engraved upon them j but they set the 
candlestick, and the table, and the ifolden altar, 
n the temple, before the most secret place, in 
the very same places wherein they stood till 
that time in the tabernacle. So they ofifered 
up the daily sacrifices; but for the brazen 
altar, Solomon set it before the temple, over- 
against the door, that when the door was open- 
ed, it might be exposed to sight, and the 
sacred solemnities, and the richness of the 
sacrifices, might be thence seen ; and all the 
rest of the vessels they gathered together, and 
put them within the temple. 

2. Now, as soon as the priests had put all 
things in order about the ark, and were gone 
out, there came down a thick cloud, and stood 
there; and spread itself, after a gentle man- 
ner, into the temple : such a cloud it was as 
was diifused and temperate, — not such a 
rough one as wc see full of rain in the win- 
ter season. This cloud so darkened the place, 
that one priest could not discern another; 
but it afiTorded to the minds of all a visible 
image and glorious appearance of God’s hav- 
ing descended into this temple, and of his 
having gladly pitched his tabernacle therein. 
So these men were intent upon this thought; 
but Solomon rose up (for he was sitting be- 
fore), and used such words to God as ht. 
thought agreeable to the divine nature to re- 
ceive, and fit for him to give ;— for he said, 
** Thou hast an eternal house, O Lord, and 
such a one as thou hast created for thyself 
out of thine own works we know it to be 
the heaven, and the air, and the earth, and 
the sea, wliich thou pervadest, nor art thou 
contained within their limits. I have indeed 
built this temple to thee, and tby name, that 
from thence, when we sacrifice, and perform 
s.acred operations, we may send our prayers 
up into the air, and may constantly believe 
that thou art present, .and art not remote from 
what is thine own ; for neither when thou 
seest all things, and hearest all things, nor now, 
when it pleases thee to dwell here, dost thou 
leave off the care of all men, but rather thou 
art very near to them all, but especially thou 
art present to those that address themselves 
to thee, whether by night or by day.” When 
he had thus solemnly addressed himself to 
God, he converted his discourse to the mul- 
titude, and strongly represented the power 
and providence of God to them how he 
had ^ 10 wn all things that were come to pass 
to David his father, as many of those things 
had already come to pass, and the rest would 
certainly come to pass hereafter ; and how 
he had given him his name, and told to David 
what he should be called before he was born ; 
and foretold, that when he should be king af- 
ter his father’s death, he should build him: 4 
! temple, whicn since they saw accomplished* 
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right side, towards the south, but looking to- 
wards the east ; the same [eastern] way he also 
set the sea. Now, he appointed the sea to be 
for washing tlie hands and the feet of the 
priests when they entered into the temple and 
were to ascend the altar ; but the lavers to 
cleanse the entrails of the beasts that w'ere to 
be burnt-oflerings, with their feet also. 

7. He also inailc a brazen altar, w’hose 
length was twenty cubits, and its breadth the 
same, and its height fen, for the burnt-offer- 
ings ; he also made all its vessels of brass ; 
the pots, and the shovels, and the basons, and 
besides these, the snuffers and the tongs, and 
all its otl^er vessels he inafle of brass, and such 
brass as was in splendor and beauty like gold. 
Tlie king afso dedicated a great number of 
tables, but one that was large and made of 
gold, uj)on which they set the loaves of God ; 
and he matfie ten thousand more that resem- 
bled them, but were done after another man- 
ner, upon which lay the vials and the cups ; 
those of gold were twenty thousand, those of 
silver were forty thousand. He also made 
ten thousand candlesticks, according to the 
command of Moses, one of which he dedicat- 
ed for the temple, that it might burn in the 
<lay-tiine, according to the law ; and one toble 
with loaves upon it, on the north side of the 
temple, over against the candlestick ; for this 
be set on the south side, but the golden altar 
itood between them. All these vessels were 
contained in that part of the holy house, which 
was forty cubits long, and were before the 
vail of that most secret place wlierein the ark 
was to he sot. 

8. The king also made pouring vessels, in 
number eighty thousand, and a hundred thou- 
sand golden vials, and twice as many silver 
vials : of golden dishes, in order therein to of- 
fer kneaded fine flour at the altar, there were 
eighty thousand, and twice as many of silver. 
Of large basons also, wherein they iQjxed fine 
flour with oil, sixty thousand of gold, and 
twice as many of silver. Of the measures 
like those which Moses called the //m, and 
tlie Assaron (a tenth deal), there were twenty 
thousand of gold, and twice as many of silver. 
The golden censers, in which they carried the 
incense to the altar, were twenty thousand ; 
the otlier censers, in which they carried fire 
ifrom tlie great altar to the little altar, within 
the temple, were fifty thousand. The sacer- 
dotal garments which belong to the higli- 
pHesi, the long robes, and the oracle, 
and the precious stones, wc re a thousand ; but 
tlie crown upon which Moses wrote [the name 
of God],* was only one, and hath remained 
to this very day. He also made ten thousand 
sacerdotal garments of fine linen, with purple 
girdles, for every prif'Ht .md two hundred 

♦ Af thi* ‘joMen ulate on the hlgh-priest*8 forehead 
thatHls in being in The days of Jv>«ephu3, and a centurv 
or two at least iMor, sec ^ne note on Antiq. b. in. eh. 
vii. 6 


thousand trumpets, according to the command 
of Moses; also two hundred thousand gar- 
ments of fine linen for the singers that were 
Levites ; and he made musical instruments, 
and such as were invented for singing of 
hymns, culled Nahl^ and Cinyrte [psalteries 
and harps], which were made of elcctrum [the 
finest brass], forty thousand, 

9. Solomon made all these things for the 
honour of God, with great variety and mag- 
nificence, sparing no cost, but using all po.s- 
sible liberality in adorning the temple; and 
these things he dedicated to the treasures of 
God. He also pUveed a partition round about 
the temple, which, in onr tongue, we call 
Gisotif blit it is called by the Greeks, 

and he raised it up to the height of three cu- 
bits; and it was for the exclusion of the multi-^ 
tilde from coming into the temple, and show- 
ing tliat it was a place that was free and open 
only for the priests. He also built beyond 
this court a temple, the figure of which was 
that of a quadrangle, and erected for it great 
and bi'oad cloisters ; this was entered into by 
very high gates, each of which had its front 
exposed to one of the [fotir] wind.s, and were 
shut by golden doors. Into tliis temple all 
the people entered that were distinguished 
from the rest by being pure, and observant of 
the laws ; but he made that temple wliich was 
lieyond tins a wonderful one indeed, and such 
as exceeds all description in words; nay, if 1 
may so say, is hardly believed upon sight; for 
when he had filled up great valleys with earth, 
which, on account of their immense depth, 
could not be looked on when you bended 
down to sec them, without pain, and had ele- 
vated the ground four hundred cubits, he 
made it to he on a level with the top of the 
mountain on which the temple was built, and 
by this means the outmost temple, which was 
exposed to the air, was even with the temple 
itsclf.f He encompassed this also witli a 
building of a double row of cloisters, which 
stood on high upon pillars of native stone, 
while the roofs were of cedar, and were polish- 
ed in a manner proper for such high roofs; hut 
he made all the doors of this temple of silver. 


CHAPTER IV. 

HOW SOLOMON* KEMOVED THE ARK INTO THE 
TEMPLE ; HOW HE MADE SUPPLICATION TO 
GOD, AND OFFERED PUBLIC SA<;RIFICE.S TO 
HIM. 

§ 1. When king Solomon had finished these 

works, these ISrge and beautiful buildings, 

i When Josephus here says that the floor of the out- 
most temple or court of the Gentiles, was with vast 
labour raised to be even, or of equal height, with the 
floor of the inner, or court of the priests, he must mean 
this in a gross estimation only ; rot he and all others 
agree that the inner temple, or court of the priests, wn/ 
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and had laid up his donations in thu temple, 
and all this in the interval of seven years, • 
and had given a demonstration of his riches 
and alacrity therein ; insomuch, that .any one 
who saw it would have thought it must have 
been an immense time ere it could liave been 
finished, and [would be surprised] that so 
much should be finished in so short a time ; 
>-~short, I mean, if compared with the great* 
ness of the work ; he also wrote to the rulers 
and ciders of the Hebrews, and ordered all the 
people to gather themselves together to Jeru- 
salem, both to see the temple which he had 
built, and to remove the ark of God into it ; 
and when this invitation of the whole body of 
the people to come to Jerusalem was every- 
where carried abroad, it was the seventh month 
before they c^me together ; which month is, 
by our countrymen, called T/iisri ; but by the 
Macedonians Ilj/perberettmis. The Feast of 
Tabernacles happened to fall at the same time, 
which was kept by the Hebrews as a most holy 
and most eminent feast. So they carried the 
ark and the tal)ernacle which Moses had pitch- 
ed, and all the vessels that were for ministra- 
tion to the sacrifices of God, and removed them 
to tlje temple.f The king Inmself, and all the 
people and the Levites, went before, rendering 
the ground moist with sacrifices, and drink- 
oiferings, and the blood of a great luimber of 
oblations, and burning an immelise quantity 
of incense; and this till the very air itself 
everywhere round about was so full of these 
odours, that it met, in a most agreeable man 
ner, persons at a great distance, and was an 
indication of God’s presence, and, as men’s 
opinion was his habitation with them in 
tins newly-built and consecrated place, forthey 
(!i(l not grow weary, either of singing hymns, 
or of dancing, until they cume to the temple; 
and in this manner did they curry the ark : 
hut when they should transfer it into the most 
secret places, the rest of the multitude went 
away, and oivly tho^.e priests that carried it set 
It between the two chcruluras, which embrac- 
ing it with their wings (for so they were fram 
ed by the artificer), they covered it, as under 
a tent or a cupola. Now the ark contained 

a few cubita more eleviUcti than the middle court, the 
court of Israel, and that much more was the court of 
the priests elevated seveial cubits above tlw outmost 
court, since the court of Israel was lower than the one 
and higher than the other. 

* The Septuagir\t say, that ** they prepared timber 
and stones to build tnc temple for three years,” 2 Kings, 

>8 ; and although neither our present Hebrew copy, 
lor Josephus, directly name that number of yciirs, yet 
■lo they both say the building itself did not oegin till 
■Solomon's /ourm year; and ootli speak of tJie prepar- 
ation of materials beforehand, I Kings, v, 18 ; Autiq. b. 
vin, ch. 5, sect. 1. There is no reason, therefore, to 
alter the .Septuagiut’s number ; but we are to suppose 
rnree years lo have been the just time of the propara- 
hon, M I have done in my computation of tlie expense 

buiUling tlie temple. 

t 'fhis solemn removal of the ark from mount Sion 
m mAint Moriah, at the distanoe of almost three 
'luarters of a mile, confutes that notion of the modem 
Jews, and followed by many Christians also, as if those 
a sort, one and the same mountain ; for 
Which rttere is, I think, very httle foundation. 
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nothing else but those two tables of stone that 
preserved the ten commandments, which God 
spake to Moses in mount Sinai, and which 
were engraved upon them ; but they set the 
candlestick, and the table, and the golden altar, 
*n the temple, before the most secret place, in 
the very same places wherein they stood till 
that time in the tabernacle. So they offered 
up the daily sacrifices; but for the brazen 
altar, Solomon set it before the temple, over- 
against the door, that when the door ivas open- 
ed, it might be exposed to sight, and the 
sacreil solemnities, and the richness of the 
sacrifices, might be thence seen ; and all the 
rest of the vessels they gathered together, and 
put them within the temple. ^ 

2. Now, as soon as the priests had put all 
things in order about the ark, and were gone 
out, there came down a thick cloud, and stood 
there; and spread itself, after a gentle man- 
ner, into the temple : such a cloud it was as 
was diffused and temperate, — not such a 
rough one as we see full of rain in the win- 
ter season. This cloud so darkened the place, 
that one priest could not discern another ; 
but it afforded to the minds of all a visible 
image and glorious appearance of God’s hav- 
ing descended into this temple, and of his 
having gladly pitched his tabernacle therein. 
So these men were intent upon this thought; 
but Solomon rose up (for he was sitting be- 
fore), and used such words to God as ht 
thought agreeable to the divine nature to re- 
ceive, and fit for him to give -for he said, 
** Thou hast an eternal house, O Lord, and 
such a one as thou hast created for thyself 
out of thine own works we know it to be 
the heaven, and the air, and tlie earth, and 
the sea, which thou pervadest, nor art thou 
contained within their limits. I have indeed 
built this temple to thee, and thy name, that 
from thence, when we sacrifice, and perform 
sacred operations, we may send our prayers 
up into the air, and may constantly believe 
that thou art present, and art not remote from 
what is thine own ; for neither when tliou 
seest all things, and hearest all things, nor now, 
when it pleases thee to dwell here, dost thou 
leave oil* the care of all lucii, but rather thou 
art very near to them all, but especially thou 
art present to those that address themselves 
to thee, whether by night or by day.” When 
he had thus solemnly addressed himself to 
God, he converted his discourse to the mul- 
titude, and strongly represented the power 
and providence of God to them ; — how he 
had sliown all things that were come to pass 
to David his father, as many of those things 
had already come to pass, and the rest would 
certainly come to pass hereafter; and h )w 
he had given him his name, and told to David 
what he should be called before he was born ; 
and foretold, that when he should be king af- 
ter his father’s death, he should build him.,# 
temple, wbicti since they saw accomplished. 
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according to his prediction, he required them are in distress, but when any <ihall come 
to bless God, and by believing him, from the hither from any ends of the world whatso> 
sight of what they had seen accomplised, ne- ever, and shall return from their sins and im» 
ver to despair of any thing that he had pro> plore thy pardon, do thou then pardon them, 
inised for tlie future, in order to their happi- and hear their prayer ! for hereby all shall 
ness, or suspect that it would not come to pass, learn that thou thyself wast pleased with the 
3. When the king had thus discoursed to building of this house for thee; and that Me 
the multitude, he looked again toviards- the are not ourselves of an unsociable nature, nor 
temple, and lifting up his right hand to the behave ourselves like enemies to such as are 
multitude, he said, “ It is not possible by what not of our own people, but are willing that 
men can do to return sufficient thanks to God I thy assistance should be communicated by 
for his benefits bestowed upon them, for the j thee to all men in common, and that they 
Deity stands in need of iiotliing, and is above may have the enjoyment of tl;y benefits be- 
any such requital ; but so far as we have been stowed upon them.” 

made superior, O I.ord, to other animals by 4. When Solomon had said this, and had 
thee, it becomes us to bless thy Majesty, and cast liiinself upon the ground, and worshipped 
it is necessary for us to return thee thanks a long time, he rose up and brought sacri. 
for what thou hast bestowed upon our house, fices to the altar ; and when lie had filled it 
and on the Hebrew people ; for with what with unblemished victims, he most evidently 
other instrument can we better appease thee, discovered that God had w’ith pleasure ac- 
w'hen thou art angry at us, or more properly cepled of all that he had sacrificed to him, for 
preserve thy favour, than with our voice; there cainc a fire running out of the air, and 
which, as we Imve it from the air, so do we rushed w’ith violence upon the altar, in the 
know that by that air it ascends upwards [to- sight of all, and caught hold of and consumed 
wards thee]. I therefore ought myself to the sacrifices. Now, when this divine appear- 
rctiirn thee thanks thereby, in the first place, ance was seen, the people supposed it to be a 
concerning my father, whom thou hast raised demonstration of God’s abode in the temple, 
from obscurity unto so great joy ; and, in and were pleased with it, and fell down upor 
the next place, concerning myself, since thou the ground, and worshipped. Upon which 
hast perf()rme<l all that thou hast promised the king* b(^;in to bless God, and exhorted 
unto this very day ; and 1 beseech thee, for the mullilude to do the same, as now having 
the time to come, to aflbrd us whatsoever sufficient indications of God’s favourable dis- 
thou, O God, hast power to bestow on such position to tliem ; and to pray that they might 
as thou dost esteem; and to augment our always have the like indications from him, 
house for all ages, as tliou hast promised to ^ and that he would preserve in them a mind 
David my father to do, both in his lifetime ! pure from all wickedness, in righteousness 
and at his death, that our kingdom shall con- and religions worship, and that they might 
linue, and that his posterity should successive- continue in the observation of those precepts 
ly receive it to ten thousand generations. Do w'hich God had given them by Moses, because 
not thou tl'.erefore fail to give us these bless- by that means the Hebrew nation would be 
and to bestow on my children tliat vir- happy, and indeed the most blessed of all na- 
lue in wliicli thou delightest ! and besides alljtions among all mankind. He exhorted tin 
this, I humbly beseech thee, that thou wilt also to be mindful, that by what methods they 
let some portion of thy Spirit comedown and had attained their present good things, by the 
inhabit in this temple, that thou mayest ap- same tliey must preserve them sure to t hem- 
pear to be with us upon earth. As to thy- selves, and make ihciii greater, and more tlian 
self, the entire heavens, and the immensity they were at present ; for that it W'as not siif- 
of the things that are therein, are but a small ficient for them to suppose they had received 
habitation for thee, much more is this poor them on account of their piety and righteous, 
temple so ; but I entreat thee to keep it as thine ness, but that they had no other way of pre- 
own house, from being destroyed by our eiie- serving them for the time to come; for that 
mies for ever, and to take care of it as thine it is not so great a thing for men to acquire 
own possession ; but if this people be found somewhat which they want^ as to preserve 
to have sinned, and be thereupon atflicted what they have acquired, and to be guilty of 
by tbee with any plague, because' of their no sin, whereby it may be hurt, 
bin, as with dearth, or pestilence, or any other 5. So when the king had spoken thus to 
affliction which thou usest to indict on those the multitude, he dissolved the congregation, 
tliat transgress any of thy 'holy laws, and if but not till he had completed his oblations, 
they fly all of them to this temple, beseech- both for himself and for the Hebrews, inso- 
ing thee, and begging of thee to deliver them, much that he sacrificed twenty and two thou- 
then do thou hear their prayers, as being sand oxen, and a hundred and twenty thou- 
within thine house, nl have mercy upon sand sheep; for then it was that the temple 
tJicm, and 4blivcr them their afflictions ! did first of all taste of the victims ; and all th;? 

moreover, this help is w'hal I implore of Hebrews, with their wives and children, feas!* 
thee, not pSf the Hebiewt* only, when they ed therein: nay, besides this, the king the'i 
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observed splendidly and magnificently the 
feast which is called the Feast of TahernacleSt 
before the temple, for twice seven days, and 
he then feasted together with all the people. 

6. When all these solemnities were abun> 
dantly satisfied, and nothing was omitted that 
concerned the divine worship, the king dis- 
missed them; and every one went to their 
own homes, giving thanks to the king for the 
care he had taken of them, and the works he 
had done for them ; and praying to God to 
preserve Solomon to be their king for a long 
time. They also took their journey home 
with rejoicing, and making merry, and sing- 
ing hymns to God: and indeed the pleasure 
they enjoyed, took away the sense of tlie pains 
they all underwent in their journey home. 
So when they had brought tlie ark into the 
temple, and had seen its greatness, and how 
fine it was, and had been partakers of the 
many sacrifices that had been otfered, and of 
the festivals that ha<l been soleniniaed, they 
every one returned to their own cities. But 
a dream that appeared to the king in his sleep, 
informeii him, that God had heard his pray- 
ers ; and that ho would not only preserve the 
temple, but would always abide in it ; that is, 
in case liis posterity and the whole multitude 
would be righteous. And for himself, it said, 
that if he continued according to tlie admo- 
nitions of his fiither, he would advance him 
to an immense degree of dignity and happi- 
ness, and that then his posterity should be 
kings of that country, of tlic tribe of Judah, 
for ever; but that still, if he should be found 
a betrayer of the ordin'inccs of the law, and 
forget thein. and turn away to the worship of 
strange gods, he would cut him olf by the 
roots, and would iieitiicr sulfer any remainder 
of his family to continue, nor would overlook 
tlie people of Israel, or preserve liiem any 
longer from aiflictions, but w-ould utterly de- 
stroy them with tL'u thousand wars and mis- 
fortunes ; would cast them out of the land 
which he had given their fatJiers, and make 
them sojoiinifirs in strange lands ; and deliver 
that temple wliich was now built, to be burnt 
and spoiled by their enemies; and that city 
to be utterly overthrown by the hands of their 
enemies ; and make their miseries deserve to 
he a proverb, and such as should very hardly 
1)0 credited for their stupendous magnitude, 
till their neighbours, wlicn they sliouid hear 
of them, shoukf wonder at their calamities, 
and very earnestly inquire for the occasion, 
why the Hebrews, who had been so far ad- 
vanced by God to such glory and wealth, 
should be then so hated by liim ? And that 
the answer that siiould be made by the re- 
ouiindcr of the people should be,i<by confess- 
t"g their sins, and their transgression of the 
laws of their country. Accordingly, we have j 
transmitted to us in writing, that thus did 
God speak to Solomon in bis sleep. 
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CHAPTER V. 

HOW SOLOMON rfblLT HIMSELF A ROYAL PA- 
LACE, VERY COSTLY AND SPLENDID; AND 

HOW HE SOLVED THE RIDDLES WIUCH WERE 

SENT HIM BY HIRAM. 

§ 1. After the building of the temple, 
which, as we have before said, was finished 
in seven years, the king laid the foundation 
of his palace, which he did nut finish under 
thirteen years ; for he was not equally zealous 
in the building of this palace as lie iiad been 
about the temple ; for as to that, though it 
was a great work, and required wonderful 
and surprising application, yet God, for wljom 
it was made, so far co-operaied therewitii, 
that it was finished in the forementioned 
number of years ; but the palace, which was 
a building much inferior in dignity to the 
temple, both on account tliat its materials had 
not been so long beforehand gotten ready, 
nor had been so zealously prepared, and on 
account that this was 'only a habitation for 
kings, and not for God, it was longer in 
finishing. However, this building was raised 
so magnificently, as suited the happy state of 
the Hebrews, and of the king thereof; but 
it is necessary that I describe the entire struc- 
ture and disposition of the parts, that so those 
that light upon this book may therel>y make 
a conjecture, and, as it were, liave a prospect 
of its magnitude. 

2. This house was a large and curious 
building, and was supported by many pillars, 
which Solomon built to contain a inuititiide 
for hearing causes, and taking cognizance of 
suits. It was sufiiciently capacious to con- 
tain a great body of men, w Ijo would come 
together to have their causes determined. It 
was a hundred cubits long, and fifty broad, 
and tliirty high, supported by quadrangular 
pillars, which were all of cedar ; but its roof 
was according to the Corinthian onier,* with 
folding doors, and their adjoining pillars of 
equal magnitude, each lluted with three cavi- 

• This mention of the Corinthian ornaments of archi- 
tecture in Solomon’s palace by Josephus, seems to be 
liere set down by way of prolcpsis ; for although it ap- 
{K’ars to me Miat the O'recian and Roman most ancient 
orders of architecture were taken from Holomou’s tem- 
ple, iis fioin their original patterns, yet it is not so clear 
that the last and most ornamental order of the Corinth- 
ian was so ancient, altliough what the same Josephus 
says {(If the War, b. v, eh. v, sect. 3), that one or the 
gates of Herod’s temple was built according to the rules 
of this Corinthian order, is no way improbable, that 
order being, without dispute, much older than the reign 
of H(?rod. However, upon some trial, I confeSvS I have 
not hitherto been able fully to understand the structure 
of this palace of Solomon, cither as described in our 
Bibles, or even with the additional help of tills descrip- 
tion here by Josephus; only the reader may easily ob- 
serve with me, that the measures of this first building 
in Josephus, 100 cubi^i long, and 30 cubits broad, are 
tfye very same with the area of the court of the tal^ 
hade or Moses, and just half an Rgyptian areuratlV'' 
acre. 
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and those of the Egyptians agree together in 
many things. 

3. But king Solomon subdued to himself 
the remnant of the Canaanites that had not 
before submitted to him ; — tliosc I mean that 
dwelt in mount Lebanon, and as far as the 
city Hamath ; and ordered them to pay tri- 
bute. lie also chose out of them every year 
such as were to serve him in the meanest of- 
fices, and to do his domestic works, and to 
follow husbandry ; for none of the Hebrews 
were servants [in such low employments] ; 
nor was it reasonable that, when (lod had 
brought so many nations under their power, 
they should depress their own people to such 
mean offices of life, rather than those nations ; 
but all the Israelites were concerned in war- 
like affairs, and were in armour, and w’ere set 
over the chariots and the horses rather than 
leading the life of slaves. He appointed also 
five hundred and fifty rulers over those Can- 
aanites who were reduced to such domestic 
slavery, who received the entire care of them 
from the king, and instructed them in those 
labours and operations wherein he wanted 
their assistance. 

4. Moreover, the king built many ships in 
the Egyptian Bay of the lied Sea, in a cer- 
tain place called Ezion-geber ; ;t is now called 
Berenice, and is not far from the city Eloth. 
This country belonged formerly to the Jews, 
and became useful for shipping, from the do- 
nations of Hiram, king of Tyre ; for he sent a 
sufficieiit number of men thither for pilots, 
and such as were skilful in navigation; to 
whom Solomon gave this commaud ; That 
they should go along with his own stewards 
to the land that was of old called Opliir, but 
now the A urea Chersunesus, which belongs 
to India, to fetch him gold. And when they 
had gathered four luindred talents together, 
they returned to the king again. 

5. There was then a woman, queen of 
Egypt and Ethiopia ;• she was inquisitive into 
philosophy, and one that on other accounts 
also was to be admired. When this queen 
heard of the virtue and prudence of Solo- 
mon, she had a great mind to see him ; and 
the reports that went every day abroad induc- 
ed her to come to him, she being desirous to 
be satisfied by her own experience, and not 
by a bare hearing (for reports thus heard, arc 
likely enough to comply with a false opinion, 
while they wholly depend on the credit of the 
reliitors) ; so she resolved to come to him, and 
that especially, in order to have a trial of bis 

* That this queen of Sheba was a queen of .Sabeea in 
South Arabia, amt iiot of Egypt and kthio])ia, m Jose- 
phus here as.scrts, js. I supiwjse, now oenetally agreed ; 
and since Sabxa is well known to Iw a cotwUrv noir the 
sea ill the south of Arabia Klix, which lav scnilh from 
Judea also; and since our Siviour calls this queen 
'♦ the queen of the souLo," says, •• she came from 
the utmost parts of the earth ’ (Mn't. xii, -12; Luke xl 
31)} which diwintions agree bettor to this Arabia than 
*•’ ^'hiiopia, thero is little occasion tor 

doulstiiig riTlIbi matter. 


wisdom, while she proposed questions of very 
great difficulty, and entreated that he would 
solve their hidden meaning. Accordingly 
she came to Jerusalem with great splendour 
and rich furniture ; for she brpught with her 
camels laden with gold, with several sorts of 
sweet spices, and with precious stones. Now, 
upon the king’s kind reception of her, he both 
showed a great desire to please her, and easily 
comprehending in his mind the meaning of 
the curious questions she propounded to him, 
he resolved them sooner than any body could 
have expected. So she was amazed at the 
vi-isdom of Solomon, and discovered that it 
was more excellent upon trial than what she 
had heard by report beforehand ; and especi- 
ally she was surprised at the fineness and 
largeness of his royal palace, and not less so at 
the good order of the apartments, for she ob- 
served that the king had therein shown great 
wisdom; but she was beyond measure asto- 
nished at the house which was called the Fo- 
rest of Lehammy as also at the magnificence of 
his daily table, and the circumstances of its 
preparation and ministration, with the appa- 
rel of his servants that waited, and the skilful 
and decent management of their nttendance; 
nor was she less affected with the daily 
sacrifices which were offered to God, and the 
careful management which the priests and 
liCvites used about them. When slie saw 
this done every day, she was in the greates* 
admiration imaginable, insomuch tliat she was 
not able to contain the surprise she was in, 
but openly confessed how wonderfully she 
was affected ; for she proceeded to discourse 
with the king, and thereby owned that she 
was overcome with admiration at the things 
before related ; and said, ** All things, in- 
deed, O king, that came to our knowledge 
by report, came with uncertainty as to our 
belief of them ; but as to those good things 
that to thee appertain, both such us thou thy- 
self possesscst, 1 mean wisdom and prudence, 
and the happiness thou hast from thy king- 
dom, certainly the same that came to us was 
no falsity ; it was not only a true report, hut 
it related thy happiness after a much lower 
manner than 1 now sec it to be before my 
eyes. For as for the report, it only attempt 
ed to persuade our hearing, but did not so 
make known the dignity of the things them- 
selves as docs the sight of them, and being 
present among them. I, indeed, who did 
not believe what was reported, by reason of 
the multitude and grandeur of the things 1 
inquired about, do see them to be much more 
numerous than they were reported to bt. 
Accordingly, I esteem the Hebrew peopl 
as well as thy servants and friends, to he hap- 
py, who enjoy thy presence and hear thy wi > 
dom every day continually. One wou'd 
therefore bless God, who hath so loved tlii« 
country, and those that inhabit therein, as lO 
make thee king over them. ’* 
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6. Now when the queen had thus demon- 
strated in words how deeply the king had 
affected her, her disposition was known by 
certain presents, for she gave him twenty 
talents of gold, and an immense quantity of 
spices and precious stones. (They say also 
that we possess the root of that balsam which 
our country still bears by this woman's gift).* 
Solomon also repaid her with many good 
things, and principally by bestowing upon 
her what she chose of her own inclination, 
for there was nothing that she desired which 
he denied her ; and as he was very generous 
and liberal in his own temper, so did he 
show the greatness of his soul in bestowing 
on her w hat she herself desired of him. So 
when this queen of Ethiopia htul obtained 
W'liat we have already given an account of, 
and had again communicated to the king 
what she brought with her, she returned to 
her own kingdom. 


CIIAPl'Ell VII. 

HOW SOLOAION GRIAV lllCH, AND FELL DESPE- 
RATELY IN LOVE WITH WOMEN, AND HOW 
GOD, BEING INCENSED AT IT, RAISED Ul* 
ADF.R AND JEROBOAM AGAINST HIM. CON- 
CERNING THE DEATH OF SOLOMON. 

§ 1. About the same time there w ere brought 
to the king from the A urea Cliersonesus, a 
country so called, precious stones and pine- 
trees, and these trees he made use of for sup- 
porting tlh' temple and the palace, as also for 
tlie materials of musical instruments, the 
harps, and the nsalteries, that the Levites 
might make use of them in their hymns to 
God. The w'ood which was brought to him 
ut this time was larger and finer than any 
that had ever been brought before ; but let 
no one imagine that ibese pine-trees were 
like those which are now so named, and which 
take that their denomination from the iner- 
thant-s, vvlio so call lliern, that they may pro- 
cure, them to be admired by those that pur- 
chase them ; for rhose we speak of were to 

♦ Some blame Josephus for supposing that tlie balsain- 
trec might be lirst brought out of Arauia, or I2gyj»t, or 
Kthlouia, into .lutlea, by Uiia queen of Shcl»a, since se- 
veral have said, that of old no countrV bore this precL 
ous balsjim but Judea ; yet It is not only false that this 
balsam was pcculi.tr to .fudea, but both Egypt and .Ara- 
bia, and particularly Sabma, had it ; which last was that 
very country whence Josephus, if understood not of 
Ethiopia but of Arabia, intimates this queen might bring 
It first into Judea. Nor are we to supixisc that the 
queen of Sahara could well omit such a present, as this 
balsam-tree would be esteemed by Solomon, in ease it 
were then almost tteeuUar to her own country : nor is 
the mention of balm or balsam, as carried by nicr- 
Jnunts, and sent os a present out of Judea by Jacob, to 
the governor of Egypt (Gen. xxxviL S15, and xUil. 11), 

, aHegcd to the contrary, since what we there -ren- 
denotes rather that turpentine 
Which we now call 'rurptniine oj Ohio or Cyprtuft -tJic 
Th p the tur|)entinc-tree, than this pretfious balsam.' 

is also the same wftrd that we elsewhere ron- 
tIm’i mistake, Bairn qfOileatl : it sm>iiUl be 

iiJertf’ tho Tarj)rniine q/' (iUcatit Jcr. viii. 2*2, 
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the sight like the wood of the fig-ticv, but 
w'ere whiter and more shining. Now' we 
have said thus mudi, that nobody may be 
ignorant of the diflierence between these sorts 
tf wood, nor unacquainted with the nature of 
the genuine pine-tree; and we thought it 
both a seasonable and liumane thing wlien 
we mentioned it, and the uses the king made 
of it, to explain this diflerence so far as we 
have done. 

2. Now the weight of gold that was brought 
him was six hundred and sixty-six talents, 
lot including in that sum what was brought 
by the merchants, nor what the toparchs and 
kings of Arabia gave him in presents. He 
also cast two hundred targets of gold, each of 
them weighing six hundred shekels : he al.so 
made three hundred shields, every one weigh- 
ing three i>uunds of gold, and he bad them 
carried and put into that house wdiich was 
called 'rUe Firrest if J^banon. He also made 
cups of gold, and of [precious] stones, for 
the entertainment of bis guests, and had Uiem 
adorned in the most ariilicial manner ; and 
he contrived that all his other furniture of 
vessels should be of gold, for there was no- 
thing then to be sold or bought for silver ; 
for the king had many ships which lay upon 
the Sea of Tarsus, these be commanded to 
carry out al\ sorts of merchandise into the 
remotest nations, by the sale of which silver 
and gold w'ere brought to the king, and a 
great quantity of ivory, and Ethiopians, and 
apes; and they finished their voyage, going 
and returning, in three years* time. 

3. Accordingly there went a great fame all 
around the neighbouring countries, W'hich 
proclaimed the virtue and wisdom of So- 
lomon, insomuch that all the kings every- 
where were desirous to see him, as not giving 
credit to what was reported, on account of its 
being almost incredible ; they also demon- 
strated the regard they had for him by the pre- 
sents they made him ; for they sent him ves- 
sels of gold and silver, and purple garments, 
and many sorts of spices, and horses, and cha- 
riots, and as many mules for his carriages as 
they could find proper to please the king’s 
eyes, by their strength and beauty. This ad- 
dition that he made to those chariots and horses 
which he had before from those that were sent 
him, augmented the number of his chariots 
by above four hundred, for he had a thousand 
before, and augmented the number of his 
horses by two thousand, for he had twenty 
thousand before. These horses also were so 
much exercised, in order to their making a 
fine appearance, and running swiftly, that no 
others could, upon the comparison, appear 
either finer or swifter ; but they were qt once 
the most beautiful of all others, and their 
swiftness was incomparable also. Their rid- 
ers also were a further ornament to them, btv 
ing, in the first place, young men in the most 
delightful flower of their age, and being * 
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nent for their largeness, and far taller than 
other men. They had also very long heads of 
hair hanging down, and were clothed in gar- 
ments of Tyrian purple. They had also dust 
of gold every day sprinkled on their Imir, so 
that their heads sparkled with the reflection 
of the sun-beams from the gold. The king 
himself rode upon a chariot in the midst of 
these men, who \^’erc still in armour, and had 
their bows fitted to them. He had on a white 
garment, and used to take his progress out of 
the city in the morning. There was a certain 
place, about fifty furlongs distant from Jeru- 
Salem, w hich is called Etliarn, very pleasant 
it is in fine gardens, and abounding in rivu- 
lets of water;* thither did he use to go out in 
the n'.orning, sitting on high [in his chariot]. 

4. Now Solomon had a divine sagacity in 
all things, and w'asvery diligent and studious 
to have things done after an elegant manner ; 
so he did not neglect the care of the ways, 
but he laid a causeway of black stone along 
the roads that led to .lerusalem, which was the 
royal city, both to render them easy for tra- 
vellers, and to manifest the grandeur of his 
riches and government. He also parted liis 
chariots, and set them in a regular order, that 
a certain number of them should be in every 
city, still keeping a few about him ; and those 
cities he called the cities of his chariots ; and 
(lie king made silver as plentiful in Jerusa- 
lem as the stones in the street ; and so multi- 
plied cedar-trees in the plains of Judea, which 
did not grow there before, that they were like 
to the multitude of common sycamore-trees. 
He also ordained the Egyptian merchants 
that brought him their merchandise, to sell 
him a chariot, with a pair of horses, for six 
hundred drachma? of silver, and he sent them 
to the kings of Syria, and to those kings that 
were beyond Euphrates. 

5. But although Solomon W'as become the 
most glorious of kings, and the best beloved 
by God, and had exceeded in wisdom and 
riches those that had been rulers of the He- 
brews before him, yet did not he persevere in 
this happy state till he died. Nay, he for- 
sook the observation of the laws of his father, 
and came to an end no way suitable to our 
foregoing history of him. He grew mad in 
his love of women, and laid no restraint on 
himself in liis lusts ; nor was lie satisfied with 
the women of his country alone, but he mar- 

* Whether these fine gardens and rivulets of Etham, 
about six miies fiom .Jerusalem, whither Solomon rode 
so often in state, be not those rtUudcil to, Eccles. ii, .*>, 

6 ; where he says, “ He made him gardens and orchards, 
and planted trees in them of all kinds of fruits; he 
made him iwols of water, to water the wood titat bring- 
eth forth trees and to the finest part whereof beseems 
to allude, when, in the Canticles, he compares his stiouse 
to a ** garden enclo.s(;(l,” to a '* spring shut up,’^ to a 
« fountain sealed,” chap, iv, 12 (part of which fountains 
are still extant, as Mr. Ma'm(’'cn informs us, mge 87, 
88,) cannot now be cerUu.l , '. Uirmined, but may very 
probably be conjectured, nut, whether this Etham 
hat any relation to those rivers of Etham, which Provi- 
dence osicc dried up in a mi'aculous manner. Psalm. 
Uxlv, 15, In the Sc!.rii;a>int, I cannot say. 


Iricd many wives out of foreign nations. Si- 
Idoniana, and Tyrians, and Ammonites, and 
Edomites ; and he transgressed the laws of 
Moses, which forbade Jews to marry any but 
those that w'ere of their own people. He 
also began to worship their gods, which he 
did in order to tlie gratification of his wives, 
and out of his afilectiou for them. This very 
thing our legislator suspected, and so admo- 
nished us beforehand, that we should not 
marry women of other countries, lest we 
should be entangled with foreign customs, 
and apost.itize from our own ; lest we .should 
leave otf to honour our own God, and .siiould 
worship tbvir gods. JhU Solomon was fallen 
eadlong into unreasonable pleasures, and 
regarded not those admonitions ; for when 
lie had married seven hundred wives, f the 
daughters of princes, and of eminent persons, 
and three hundred concubines, and these be- 
sides the king of Egypt’s daughter, lie soon 
was governed by them, till he came to imitate 
their practices. He was forced to give them 
!l]is demonstration of his kindness and affec- 
:ion to them, to live according to the laws of 
heir countries. And as he grew into years, 
and his reason became weaker by length of 
time, it was not sufficient to recal to bis 
mind the institutions of bis own country ; so 
he still more and more contemned his own 
God, and continued to regard the gods that 
Iiis marriages had introduced : nay, before 
this happened, he sinned, and fell into an 
error about the observation of the laws, when 
lie made the images of brazen oxen that sup- 
ported the brazen sea, J and the images of 
lions about his own throne ; for these he 
made, although it was not agreeable to jiiety 
so to do ; and this he did, notwithstanding 
that be bad his father as a most excellent and 
domestic pattern of virtue, and knew what a 
glorious character he liad left behind him, 
because of bis piety towards God ; nor (lid 
he imitate David, although God had tw'ice ap> 
peared to him in his sleep, and exhorted hiiii 
to imitate his father: so lie died ingloriously. 
There came therefore a prophet to him, who 
was sent by God, and told him that his wick- 

+ These 70i) wives, or the daughters of great men, 
and the 300 concubines, the daughters (»f the ignoble, 
make luOO in all; ;iiid are, I suppose, those very lOMJ 
women intimated elsewhere by Solomon himseJf, when 
he speaks of his not having found one [gvwd] woman 
among that very number, Eeeles. vii, 38. 

t Joscphu.s is here certainly too severe upon Solo- 
mon, wiio, in making the chcrubims and these twelve 
brazen oxen, seems to have done no more than imitate 
the patterns left him by Havid ; which were all given 
Pavid by divine inspiration. See my description of the 
temples, chap, x ; and although God gave no direction 
for the lions that adorned his throne, yet does not Solo- 
mon seem therein to have broken any law of Moses; 
for although tlie Pharisees and latter Rabbins have ex- 
tended Uie second commandment, to forbid the very 
making of any image, though without any intention to 
have it worshipped, yet do not 1 suppose that SolonKai 
so understood nor that it ought to be so undersKxw. 
The making any other altar for worship but that at tne 
tabernacle, was equally forbidden by Moses, Antiq- »>• 
Iv, chap, viil, sect. 5 ; yet did not the two tribes anil s 
half onend when they made an altar for a memorial 
only. Josh, xxii ; Antiq. b. v, ch. 1. sect. 87 
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<>d actions were not concealed from God ; and 
threatened him that he should not long re- 
joice in what he had done : that indeed the 
kingdom should not be taken from him while 
he was alive, because God had promised to 
his father David that he would make him his 
successor, but that lie would take care that 
this should befal liis son when he >vas dead; 
not that he would wiilidravv all the people 
from him, but that he would give ten tribes 
to a servant of his, and leave only two tribes 
to David’s grand-son for his sake, because he 
loved God, and for the sake of the city of 
Jerusalem, wherein he should have a temple. 

6 . When Solomon heard this he was griev- 
ed, and greatly confounded, upon this change 
of almost all that happiness which had made 
him to be admired, into so bad a state; nor 
had there much time passed after the prophet 
had foretold wdiat was coming, before God 
raised up an enemy against him, whose name 
was Ader, who took the following occasion 
of his enmity to him : — He was a child of the 
slock of the Edomites, and of the blood royal ; 
and w hen Joab, the captain of David’s host, 
laid waste the land of Edom, and destroyed 
all that were men grow'n, and able to bear 
arms, for six months time, this Hadad fled 
away, and came to Pharaoh, the king of| 
Egypt, who received him kindly, and assign- 
ed him a house to dwTil in, and a country to 
supply him w'itli food ; and when hew’as grown 
up lie loved him exceedingly, insomuch that 
ho gave him his wife’s sister, whose name was 
rahpenes, to wife, by whom he had a son, 
who was brought up with the king’s children. 
When Iladad heard in Egypt that both David 
and Joab were d«'ad, lie came to Pharaoh, and 
desired that he .vould permit him to go to his 
own country : upon which the king asked 
w liat it was that he wanted, and what hardshi| 
he had met with, that he was so desirous to 
leave him ; amt ..hen he was often trouble- 
some to him, and entreated him to dismiss 
him, he did not then do it. But at the time 
when Solomon’s ailairs began to grow worse 
on account of his forementioned transgres- 
raons,* and God’s anger against him for the 
same, Hadad, by Pharaoh’s permission, came 
to Edom ; and w hen he was not able to make 
the people forsake Solomon, for it was kepi 
under by many garrisons, and an innovation 
w'as not to bo,made with safety, he removed 
thence, and came into Syria ; there he lighted 
upon one llezon, who had run away from Ila- 
dadezer, king of Zohah, his master, and w'as 
become a robber in that country, and joined 
friendship with him, who had already a band 

• Since the beginning of Solomon's evil life and ad- 
versity was the time when Hadad or Ader, who was 
uorn at least 20 or 30 years Ixjfore Solomon came U) tlie 
crown, in the days of David, began to give him distur* 
Uance, this implies that Soloraoirs evil life began early, 
and continued very long, which the multitude of his 
v'lves and concubines docs imply also : I suppose, wlien 
he was not fifty f^rs of age. 
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of robbers about him. So he went up, and 
seized upon that part of Syria, and was made 
king thereof. He also made incursions into 
the land of Israel, and did it no small mis- 
chief, and spoiled it, and that in the life-time 
of Solomon. And this w'as the calamity which 
the Hebrews sulTered by Hadad. 

7. There was also one of Solomon’s own 
nation that niada an attempt against him, 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had an ex - 
pectation of rising, from a prophecy that had 
been made to him long liefore. He was left 
a child by his father, and brought up by his 
mother ; and when Solomon saw' that he was 
of an active and bold disposition, he made him 

he curator of the w alls w'hich he built round 
about Jerusalem ; and he took such care of 
.hose works, that the king apjirovcd of his be- 
liavioiir, and gave him, us a reward for the 
same, the charge of the tribe of Joseph. And 
A'hen about that time Jeroboam ‘was once go- 
ng out of Jerusalem, a prophet of the city 
Sliilo, whose name was Ahijah, met him and 
saititcd him ; and when he had taken him a 
ittle aside, to a place out of the way, where 
there w'as not one other person present, he 
rent the garment he had on into twelve pieces, 
and bid Jeroboam take ten of them ; and told 
him beforehand, that “ this is the will of 
God ; he will part the dominion of Solomon, 
and give one tribe, with that which is next it, 
to bis son, because of the promise made to 
David for his succession, and will give ton 
tribes to thee, because Solomon hath sinned 
against him, and delivered up himself to wo- 
men, and to their gods. Seeing therefore 
thou knowest the cause for w hich God hath 
changed his mind, and is alienated from So- 
lomon, be thou righteous and keep the laws, 
because he hath proposed to thee the greatest 
of all rew'ards for tliy piety, and the honour 
thou shalt pay to God, namely, to be as 
greatly exalted as thou know'est David to have 
been.” 

8. So Jeroboam was elevated by these 
words of the prophet ; and being a young 
inan,f of a W'ann temper, and ambitious of 
greatness, he could not be quiet; and when 
he had so great a charge in the government, 
and called to mind w'hat bad been revealed to 
him by Ahijah, he endeavoured to jiersuade 
the people to forsake Solomon, to make a dis- 
turbance, and to bring the government over 
to himself ; but when Solomon understood 
his intention and treachery, he sought to catch 
him and kill him ; but Jeroboam w'as informed 
of it beforehand, and fled to Shishak, the king 
of Egypt, and there abode till the death of 

f This youth of Jeroboam, when Solomon built the 
walls of Jerusalem, not very long after he had finished 
his twenty years building or the temple and his own 
palace, or not very long after the twenty-fourth of his 
reign (1 Kings ix, 24 ; 2 f^hron. viii, 11) and his youth 
here still mentioned, when Solomon’s wickedness w.is 
become intolerable, fully confirm my forinerobservation, 
that such his wickedness began early, and continued 
very long. See Eecles. xlvii. i4. 



2.S0 ANTIQUITIES 

Solomun; by which means he gained tliese 
two advantages,-— to suffer no harm from So- 
lomon, and to be preserved for the kingdom. 
So Solomon died when he was already an old 
man, having reigned eighty years, and lived 
ninety-four. He was buried in Jerusalem, 
having been superior to all other kings in 
happiness, and riches, and wisdom, excepting 
that when hc^as growing ^to years he was 
deluded by women, and transgressed the law ; 
concerning which transgressions, and the 
miseries w'hich befel the Hebrews thereby, 1 
think proper to discourse at another oppor- 
tunity. 


CHAPTER VTII. 

HOW, UPON THE DEATH OF SOLOMON, THE 
PEOPLE FORSOOK HIS SON REHOBOAM, AND 
ORDAINED JEROBOAM KING OVER THE TEN 
TRIBES. 

§ 1. Now when Solomon was dead, and his 
son Rehoboam (wlio was born of an Ammon- 
ite w'ife, whose name was Naamah) had suc- 
ceeded him in the kingdom, the rulers of the 
multitude sent immediately into Egypt, and 
called back Jeroboam; and when he w'as 
come to them, to the city Sherhem, Rcho- 
boam came to it also, for he had resolved 
to declare himself king to the Israelites, while 
they were there gathered together. So the 
rulers of the people, as well as Jeroboam, 
came to him, and besought him, and said that 
he ought to relax, and to he gentler than his 
father, in tl>e servitude he had imposed on 
them, because they had borne a heavy yoke, 
and that then they should be better allccted 
to him, and he well contented to serve him 
under his moderate government, and should do 
it more out of love than fear ; but Itehoboan 
told them they should come to him again in 
three days’ time, when he would give an answer 
to their request. This delay gave occasion to a 
present suspicion, since he had not given them 
a favourable answer to their mind immediate-, 
ly, for they thought that he should have given 
thetn a humane answ^er off-hand, especially 
since he w'as hut young. However, they 
thought that this consultation about it, and 
that he <lid not presently give them a denial, 
afforded them some good hope of success. 

2. Rehoboam nuw' called his fatlter’s friends, 
and advised With them what sort of answer 
he ought to give to the multitude: upon 
which they gave him the advice which became 
friends, and those that knew the temper of 
such a multitude. They advised him to speak 
in a way more popular than suited the grandeur 
of a king, because U on Id thereby oblige 
them to subo^ to him with good-will, it be- 
ing mofit ag^bie to subjects that their kings 
should be almost upon the level with them ; 
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—hut Rehoboam rejected this so good, and 
in general so profitable advice (it W'as such at 
least, at that time when lie was to be made 
king), God himself, I suppose, causing w'hat 
was most advantageous to be condemned by 
him. So he called for the young men who 
were brought up w'ith him, and told them 
wdiat advice the elders had given him, and 
bade them sjieak w'hat they thought he ought 
to do. They advised him to give tlie follow- 
ing answer to the people (for neither their 
youth nor God himself sufT'ered them to dis- 
cern W'hat w'as best) That his little finger 
should be thicker th.in his father’s loins; and 
if they had met with hard usage from his fa- 
ther, they should experience much rougher 
treatment from liim ; and if his father had 
chastised them with whips, they must expect 
that he would do it w'ith scorpions.* The 
king was pleased with this advice, and thought 
t agreeable to the dignity of his government 
to give them such an answer. Accordingly, 
when the multitude W'jis come together to hear 
his answ'cr on the third day, all the people 
were in great expectation, and very intent to 
hear what the king would say to * 111 * 111 , and 
mpposed they should hear somewhat of a kind 
nature ; but he passed by his friends, and an- 
swered as the young men had given him 
counsel. Now this w'as done according to 
the w'ill of God, that what Ahijah had fore- 
told might come to pass. 

3. By these words the people were slmck, 
iis it were, by an iron hammer, and were so 
grieved at the words, as if they had already 
felt the cflects ol' them ; and they liad great 
indignation at the king; and all cried out a- 
loud, and said “ Wo will have no longer any 
relation to David or his posterity after this 
day and they said farther, “ We only leave 
to lichuhoam the temple which his father 
built;” and they threatened to forsake him. 
Nay, they were so bitter, and retained their 
wrath so long, that when he sent Adoran^ 
who was over the Irilnite, that he might paci- 
fy them, and render tliem milder, and per- 
suade them to forgive him, if he had said any 
thing that was rash or grievous to them in his 
youth, they would not hear it, but threw 
stones at him and killed him. When Rehoboam 
saw this, lie thought himself aimed at by those 
stones W’ith which they had killed his servant, 
and feared lest he should undergo the last of 
punishments -ill earnest; so he got immedi- 
ately into his chariot, and fied to Jerusalem, 
where llie tribe of Judah and that of Benja- 
min ordained him king; but the rest of tlic- 
multitude forsook the sons of David from that 
day, and appointed Jeroboam to be the ruler 
of their public affairs. Upon this Rehoboam, 

Tliat by seorphru is not here meant that small am 
mal so called, which was never used in corrections j but 
either a shrub with sharp pncklcs, like the »tingt « 
scorpions, such as our furze-bush, or else some terribw 
sort of whip of the like nature. Sm Hudson's and 
Sivinheim’s notes here. * 
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Solomon’s son, Assembled a great congrega- 
tion of those two tribes that submitted to him, 
and WHS ready to take a hundred and eighty 
thousand chosen men out of the army, to 
make an expedition against Jeroboam and his 
people, that he miglit force them by war to 
be his servants ; but he was forbidden of God 
Ijy the prophet [Sliemaiah] to go to war; for 
that it was not just that brethren of the same 
country should fight one against another. 
Tie also said, that this defection of the multi- 
tude was according to the purpose of God. 
So bo did not piocced in this expedition r — 
and now I will relate first the actions of Je- 
roboam the king of Israel, after which we 
will relate what arc therewith connected, the 
actions of Ilehohoam, the king of the tw'O 
tribes ; by this means we shall preserve the 
good order of the history entire. 

4. When therefore JeroVioam had built a 
palace in the city Shcchcm, he dwelt there. 
He also built him another at Peniiel, a city 
so called ; and now the feast of Tabernacles 
was apj>roaching in a little time, Jeroboam 
considered, if he should permit the multitude 
to go to w orship God at Jerusalem, and there 
to celebrate the festival, they would probably 
repent of what they bad done, and be enticed 
by the temple, and by the worship of God 
there performed, and would leave him, and 
return to their first king; and if so, he should 
run the risk of losing his own life: so he in- 
vented this contrivance : He made two golden 
iieifers, and built, two little temples for them, 
the one in the city Bethel, and the other in 
Dan, which last was at the fountains of the 
Lesser .To: dan,* and he put the heifers into 
botli the little iemples, in the forementioned 
cities. And when he had called those ten 
tribes together, over whom he ruled, he made 
A speech lo the people in these W'onis . “I 
sujiposo, iny countrymen, that you know this, 
tliat every place b.ith God in it; nor is there 
any one determinate place in wliich he is, but 
he everyw'licre hears and sees those that wor- 
ship him ; on which account I do not think 
it right for you to go so long a journey to 
Jerusalem, which is an enemy’s city, to wor- 
ship him. It was a man that built the temple : 
I have also made two golden heifers, dedi- 
cated to the same God ; and one of them I 
have consecrated in the city Bethel, and the 
other in Dan^ to the end that those of you 
that dwell nearest those cities, may go to them, 
and worship God there : and' 1 will ordain for 

♦ Whether these * tountain.s of the* Lesser Jordan’ 
were near a place called Dan, and the fouiUains of tlic 
CJreater near a place called Jor, lx*fore their conjunction ; 
or whether there was only one fountain, arising at the 
lake Phiala, at first sinking under ground, and then 
ari-sing near the mountain I'aneum. and thence running 
through the lake Semochonitis to the Sea of Galilee, and 
so far called the Lesser Jordrni, is hanlly certain, even 
in Josephus himself, Ihougii tt»e latter amnuit be the 
most probable. However, the northren idolatrous calf, 
Mt up by Jeroboam, was w here Little Jordan fell into 
^treat Jordan, near a place called Daphnse as Josephus 
eijwhero informs ns, (Of the War, b. iv, ch, i, sect, 1). 
See the note tlicre. 
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you certain priests and Levites from among 
3 ’onrselves, that you may have no want of the 
tribe of Levi, or of the sons of Aaron ; but 
let him that is desirous among you of being p 
priest, bring to God a bullock and a ram, 
wliich they say Aaron the first priest brought 
also.” When Jeroboam had said this, he de- 
luded the people, and made them to revolt 
from the worship of their forefathers, and to 
transgress their law s. 'I'his w'as the beginning 
of miseries to the Hebrews, and the cause 
why they were overcome in w^ar by foreigners, 
and so fell into captivity. But we shall relate 
those things in their proper places hereafter. 

5. When the Feast .[of Tabernacles] was 
inst approaching, Jeroboam w'as desirous to 
x*lt*brate it himself in Bethel, as did the two 
ribes celebrate it in Jerusalem. Accordingly 
le built an altar before the heifer, and under- 
ook to be liigb-priest biinsclf,* So he went 
ip to the altar, with his own jiriesls about him ; 
but when he was going to offer the sacrifices, 
and the burnt -offerings in the sight of all the 
[leople, a proj>het, w*hose name was Jadon, was 
sent by God, and came to him from Jerusa- 
lem, who stood in the midst of the multitude, 
and in the hearing of the king, and directing 
his discourse to the altar, said thus “ God 
forctels that there shall be a certain man ol 
the family of David, Josiah by name, who 
shall slay upon thee those false priests that 
shall live at that time, and upon thee shall 
urn the bones of those deceivers of the peo- 
ple, those imposters and wicked w'retches. 
However, that this people may believe that 
these things shall so come to pass, I foretel 
a sign to them that shall also come to pass : 
'I'his altar shall be broken to pieces immedi- 
ately, and all the fat of the sacrifices that is 
upon it shall be poured upon the ground.” 
When the prophet had said this, Jeroboam 
fell into a passion, and stretched out his hand, 
and bid them lay bold of him : but the hand 
which he stretched out was enfeebled, and he 
W'as not able to pull it in again to him, for it 
was become withered, and hung dow'ii as if 
it were a dead hand. The altar also was 
broken to pieces, and all that was upon it was 
poured out, as the prophet had foretold should 
come to pass. So the king understood that 
he was a man of veracity, and had a divine 
fore-knowledge; and entreated him to pray 
to God that he w'ould restore his right hand. 
Accordingly the prophet did prav to God to 
grunt him that request. So the king having 
his hand recovered to its natural state, rejoic- 
ed at it, and invited the prophet to sup with 
him; but Jadon said, that he could not en- 
dure to come into his house, nor to taste of 
bread or water in this city, for that was a 
thing God had forbidden him to do ; as also 
to go back by the same way which lie came : 
but he said he was to return by another way. 
So the king wonderec] at the abstinence of U»e 
man ; but was hiinsclf in fear, as suspecting 
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a change of his affairs for the worse, from 
what had been said to him. 

♦ 

CHAPTER IX. 

HOW JADON THE PROPHET WAS PERSUADED BY 

another lying prophet, and returned 
[to bethel], and was AlTERWAttDS SLAIN 
BY A LION. AS ALSO, WHAT WORDS THE 
WICKED PROPHET MADE USE OF TO PER- i 
.SIFADE the king, and thereby ALIENAT- 
ED HIS MIND FROM GOD. 

§ 1. Now there was a certain wicked man in 
that city, who was a false prophet, whom Je- 
roboam had in great esteem, but was deceiv- 
ed by him and his flattering words. This 
man was bed-rid by eason of the infirmities of 
old age : however, he was informed by his 
sons concerning the prophet that was come 
from Jerusalem, and concerning the signs 
done by him j and how, when Jeroboam's 
right hand had been enfeebled, at t':e pro- 
pliet's prayer, he had it revived again. Where- 
upon he was afraid that this stranger and i 
prophet should be in better esteem with the! 
king than himself, and obtain greater honour 
from him j and he gave order to his sons to 
saddle his a.ss presently, and make all ready 
that he might go out. Accordingly they 
made haste to do what they were command- 
ed, and he got upon the ass, and follow'ed af- 
ter the prophet ; and when he had overtaken 
him, as he was resting himself under a very 
large oak-tree that was thick and shady, he 
at first saluted him, but presently he com- 
plained of him, because he had not come in- 
to his house, and partaken of his hospitality. 
And when the other said, that God had for- 
bidden him to taste of any one’s provision in 
that city, — he replied, that * for certain God 
had not forbidtleii that 1 should set food be- 
fore thee, for I am a jirophet as thou art, 
and worsliip God in the same manner that 
thou dost ; and 1 am now come as sent by 
him, in order to bring thee into my house, 
and imke thee uiy guest.’ Now Jadoii gave 
credit to this lying propfiet, and returned 
back with him. But vidien they were at din- 
ner, and merry together, God appeared to 
Jadon, and said, that he should suffer pu- 
nishment fpr transgressing his commands, — 
and he told him what that punishment should 
be ; for he said that he should meet with a 
lion as he was going on his w'ay, by w’hich 
lion he should be torn in pieces, and be de- 
prived of burial in the sepulchres of his fa- 
thers I— which tilings came to pass, as I sup- 
pose, according to thr* v. ill of God, that so 
Jeroboam miglit not giv. iu'td to the words 
of Jadon, as of one that had been convicted 
of lying. However, as jadon was again go- 
ing to Jerusalem, a lion assaulted him, and 


pulled him off the beast he rode on, and slew 
him ; yet did he not at all hurt the ass, but sat 
by him, and kept him, as also the prophet’s 
body. This continued fill some travellers 
that saw it came and told it in the city to the 
false prophet, w ho sent his sons and brought 
the body into the city, and made a funeral for 
[ him at great expense. He also charged his 
sons to bury himself with him ; and said, that 
all which he had foretold against that city, 
and the altar, and priests, and false prophets, 
would prove true j and that if he were buried 
w'iih him, he should receive no injurious 
treatment after his death, the bones not being 
then to be distinguished asunder. But now, 
when he had performed those funeral rites to 
the prophet, and had given that charge to his 
sons, as he was a wicked and impious man, 
he goes to Jeroboam, and says to him, Ami 
wherefore is it now that tliou art disturbed at 
the words of this silly fellow And when 
the king had related to him what had hap- 
pened about the altar, and about his own 
hand, and gave him the names of divine man, 
and an excellent prophet, he endeavoured, by a 
wicked triek, to weaken that his opinion j and 
by using plausible words concerning w'hat 
had happened, he aimed to injure the truth 
, that was in them ; for be attempted to pei- 
Isuade him, that his hand was enfeebled b^ 
' the labour it had undergone in su])j>orting 
the iacritices, and that upon its resting 
w’hih it returned to its former nature again ; 
and that as to the altar, it was but new', and 
had borne abundance of sacrifices, and those 
large ones too, and was accordingly broker 
to pieces, and fallen down by the weight ol 
w hat had been laid uj>on it. He also inform- 
ed him of the death of him that had foretold 
those things, and how he perished ; [whence 
he concluded that] he had not any thing in 
him of a prophet, nor spake any thing like 
one. When he had thus spoken, he persuad- 
ed the king, and entirely alienated his mind 
from God, and from doing w orks that were 
righteous and holy, and encouraged him tu 
go on ill his impious practices and accord- 
bL* was to that degree injurious to 
God, and so great a transgressor, that he 
sought for nothing else every day but how he 
might be guilty of some new instances of 
wickedness, and such as should be more de- 
testable than what lie had beei\ so insolent as 

* How much a larger and bettor copy Josephus liad 
in this remarkable history of the true prophet oi 
Judea, and his concern with Jeroboam, and with the 
false prophet of Bethel, than our other copies have, r - 
evident at first sight. The prophet’s very name, Jadon , 
or, as the Constitutions call him, Ailonais, is wantin.; 
in our other copies ; and it is there, w'ith no little ab 
surdity, said tnat God revealed Jadon the true jiro- 
phet’s death, not to himself, as here, but to the falw 
propheL Whether the p;u-tJcular account of the aTjgu- 
ments made use of, after all, by the false prophet against 
his own belief, and his own conscience, in order to ))er- 
iiiade Jeroboam to persevere in his idolatry and wick • 
etlness, than which, more plausible could not be m 
vented, was intimated in Josephus’s copy, or in somt 
otlier ancient book, cannot now be determined: ou 
•ther copies say not one word of it. 
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to do before. And so much shall at present 
suflice to have said concerning Jeroboam. 


CHAPTER X. 

CONCKIINING REHOBOAM, AND HOW GOD IN- 
FLICTED PUNISHMENT UPON HIM FOR HIS 
IMPIETY, BY SHISHAK [KING OF EGYPT]. 

§ 1. Now llchoboam, the son of Solomon, 
who, as we said before, was king of the two 
tribes, built strong and large cities, Beth- 
lehem, and Etain, and Tekoa, and Bethzur, 
and Shoco, and Adullatn, and Ipan, and Ma- 
res! i a, and Zipli, and Adoriam, and Lachish, 
and Azekah, and Zorah, and AijaUin, and 
Hebron ; these he built first of all in the 
tribe of Judah. He also built other large 
cities in the tribe of Benjamin, and walled 
them about, and put garrisons in them all, 
and captains, and a great deal of corn, and 
wine, and oil ; and he furnished every one of 
them plentifully with other provisions that 
were necessary for sustenance : moreover, he 
)ut therein shields and spears for many ten 
housand men. 'fhe priests also that were 
in all Israel, and the Levites, and if there 
were any of the multitude that were good 
and righteous men, they gathered themselves 
together to him, having left their own cities, 
fhat they might worship God in Jerusalem ; 
for they were not willing to be forced to wor- 
ship the heifers which Jeroboam had made; 
and tiiey tiugmented the kingdom of Hebo- 
boam for iliree years. And after he had 
married a woman of his own kindred, and 
had by her three children born to him, he 
married also another of bis own kindred, who 
was daughter of Absalom by Tamar, whose 
name was Maacliah ; and by her he bad a 
son, wlioni he camjd Abijah. He bad more- 
over many other children by other wives, bu 
he loved Maachah above them all. Now he 
had eighteen legitimate w'ives, and thirty con- 
cubines, and he bad born to him twenty-eigb 
sons and threescore daughters ; but ' he ap- 
pointed Abijah, wdiorn he had by Maachahj 
to be his successor in the kingdom, and in- 
trusted him already with the treasures and th 
strongest cities. 

^2. Now 1 cannot but think that the great* 
ness of a kingdom, and its change into pros 
perity, often become the occasion of mischief 
and of transgression to men ; for when Reho- 
boam saw that his kingdom was so much in- 
creased, he went out of the right way, unto 


reproof of their governors* intemperate 
courses, and follow their wickedness as if it 
were^^tue ; for it is not possible to show 
khat mm approve of the actions of their kings, 
unless they do the same actions with them. 
Agreeable whereto it now liappcned to the 
subjects of Rehoboam ; for when he was 
'rown impious, and a transgressor himself, 
they endeavoured not to offend him by re- 
solving still to be righteous ; but God sent 
Shisliak, king of Egypt, to punish them for 
their unjust behaviour towards him ; concern- 
ng whom Herodotus was mistaken, and ap- 
plied his actions to Scsostris; for this Shi- 
shak,* in the fifth year of the reign of Relio- 
•oam, made an expedition [into Judea] with 
naany ten thousand men ; for he had one 
housand tw'o hundred chariots in number 
hat followed him, and threescore thousand 
tiorsemen, and four hundred thousand fut t- 
meii. These he brought with him, and they 
were the greatest part of them Libyans and 
Ethiopians. Now, therefore, when he fell 
upon the country of the Hebrews, he took 
the strongest cities of Rehoboam’s kingdom 
without lighting ; and when he had put gar- 
risons in them, he came last of all to Jerusa* 
•m. 

3. Now when Rehoboam, and the multi- 
tude with him, were shut up in Jerusalem bv 
the means of the army of Shishak, and when 
they besought God to give them victory and 
deliverance, they could not persuade God to 
be on their side ; but Shemaiah the prophet 
told them, that God threatened to forsake 
them, as they had forsaken his w'orship 
When they heard this, they were immediately 
in a consternation of mind, and seeing no way 
of deliverance, they all earnestly set them- 
selves to confess that God might justly over- 
look tliem, since they had been guilty of im- 
piety towards him, and had let his laws lie 
in confusion. So when God saw them in 
that disposition, and that they acknowledged 
their sins, he told the prophet that he would 
not destroy them, but that he would, how- 
ever, make them servants to the Egyptians, 
that they may learn whether they will suffer 
less by serving men or God. So when Shi- 
shak had taken the city without fighting, be- 
cause Rehoboam was afraid, and receiveu 
him into it, yet did not Siiishak stand to the 
covenants lie had made, but he spoiled the 
temple, and emptied the treasures of God and 
those of the king, and carried off innumerable 
ten thousands of gold and silver, and left no- 
thing at all behind him. He also took away 
the bucklers of gold, and the shields, which 


ut» righteous and irreligious practices, and he Solomon the king had made ; nay, he did 
despised the w'orship of God, till the people not leave the golden quivers which David 
themselves imitated his wicked actions ; for 

so it usually haimens that the manners of * Shishak was not the same person with 

Happens, mat me manners oi the famous Sesostris, as some have very lately, in coti- 

suojects are corrupted at the same time with tnuliction to all antiquity, 8unp<»ed, and-that our Jose* 

«.ose of their governors ; wliich subjects tUen not take him to he the same, “ 

lav .u * ” . 7* • * but tliat hesostns was manv centuries earlier than bar 

my asiae their own sober way of living, ns »iiaii, see Authent. UccorUs, Fart u, page 1024 
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had taken from the king of Zobah, and had 
dedicated to God ; and when he had thus 
done, he returned to his own kingdouMj^'ou 
Herodotus of Halicarnassus mentions^ms ex- 
pedition, having only mistaken the king* 
name ; and [in saying that] he made war up- 
on many other nations also, and brought Sy- 
ria of Palestine into subjection, and took the 
men that were therein prisoners without fight- 
ing, Now it is manifest that he intended to 
declare that our nation was subdued by him ; 
for he saith, that he left behind him pillars in 
the land of thwse that delivered themselves up 
to him without fighting, and engraved upon 
them the secret parts of women. Now our 
king llehoboani delivered up our city with- 
out fighting. lie says withal,* that the 
Ethiopians learned to circumcise their privy 
Darts from the Egyptians ; with this addition, 
that the Phccnicians and Syrians that live in 
Palestine confess that they learned it of the 
Egyptians; yet it is evident that no other of 
the Syrians that live in Palestine, besides us 
alone, are circumcised. But as to such mat- 
ters, let every one speak what is agreeable to 
his own opinion. 

4. When Shishak was gone away, king Rc- 
hoboam made bucklers and shields of brass, 
instead of those of gold, and delivered the 
same number of them to the keepers of the 
king’s palace; so, instead of w'arlike expedi- 
tions, and that glory which results from those 
public actions, he reigned in great quietness, 
tiiough not without fear, as being always an 
enemy to Jeroboam ; and he died when he had 
lived fil’ty-seveu years, and reigned seventeen. 
He was in his disposition u proud and a fool- 
ish man, and lost [part of his] dominions by 
not hearkening to his father’s friends. He 
was buried in Jerusalem, in the sepulchres of 
the kings ; and his son Abijah succeeded him 
in the kingdom, and this in the eighteenth 
year of Jeroboam’s reign over tlie ten tribes ; 
and this was the conclusion of these afiairs. 
It must be now our business to relate the af- 
fairs of Jeroboam, and bow lie ended bis life; 
for he ceased not, nor rested to be injurious 
to God, but every day raised up altars upor 

* Herodotus, as here quoted by Josephus, and as this 
passage still stands in his present copies, b. li, chan, civ, 
affimis, that “ the Pha'nicians and Syrians in Palestine 
[which last arc generally supi>osed to denote the Jews] 
owned their receiving cireumeision from tiie Egyptians;’’ 
whereas it is abiindaiUiy evident tiuit the Jews receiv- 
ed tlicir eircuineision from the patriarch Abraham, Gen. 
xvii, H ; John vii, 25, as 1 conclude the Egyi»- 
tian priests <lul alt:o. It is not therefore very unlikely, 
that Herodotus, because the Jews had live! long in 
of it cireutneised, did thercu^ion 
think they had le.nned th.at circumcision in Egypt, and 
had It not het'ore. Manetho, the famous Egyptian 
2 hronok)ger and historian, who knew the history of his 
}vm country much better tiian Merodofus, eomplaiiw 
frequently of his mistakes about their affairs; as does 
Josephus more than once in this chapter. Nor indeed 
does HerodOtlM seem at ull ■■ '<o>atnicd with the afihirs 
of fjic Jewsrforiis henc\ei .umes them, so little or 
nothing of be stiys abc>iit them, ilieir country, or 
maritime cities two of which he alone mentions, Ca- 
dytis aiui Jaijwtu^ proves true ; nor indeed do there ap- 
pear K> htive ever been any such cities on their coast. 


. high mountains, and went on making prieste 
i out of the multitude. 


CHAPTER XI. 

CONCERNING THE DEATH OF A SON OF JERO^ 
BOAM. HOW JEROBOAM WAS BEATEN BY 
ABJJAH, WHO DIED A LITTLE AFTEUWAllDS, 
AND WAS SUCCEEDED IN HIS KINGDOM BY 
ASA. AND ALSO HOW, AFTER THE DEATH 
OF JEROBOAM, BAASHA DESTROYED HIS SON 
NADAB, AND ALL THE HOUSE OF JEROBOAM. 

§ L However, God was in no long time 
ready to ret urn Jeroboam’s wicked actions, 
and tile punishment they deserved, upon his 
own head, and upon the heads of all liis house: 
and whereas a son of his lay sick at that time, 
who was called Abijah, he enjoined his wife 
to lay aside her robes, and to take the gar- 
ments belonging to a private person, and to 
JO to Abijah the prophet, for that he was a 
M’Onderful man in foretelling futurities, it 
having been he wJio told me that I should be 
king. He also enjoined her, when she came 
to him, to inquire concerning the child, as if she 
were a stranger, whether he should escape this 
distemper. So she did as her husband bade 
her, and changed her habit, and came to the 
city Shiloh, for there did Abijah live : and as 
he w'as going into his house, his eyes being 
then dim with age, God appeared to him, and 
informed him of two things ; that the wife ol 
Jeroboam was come to him, and what answer 
he should make to her inquiry. Accordingly, 
as the woman was coming into the house like 
a private person and a stranger, he cried out, 
** Conic in, O thou wife of Jeroboam ! Why 
concealest tliou thyself ? Thou art not con- 
cealed from God, who bath appeared to me, 
and informed me that thou wast coming, and 
liath given me in cominuiid what I shall say 
to tbee.” So he said that she should go away 
to her husband, and speak to him thus 
** Since I made thee a great man when thou 
wast little, or rather wast nolhing, and rent 
the kingdom from the house of David, and 
gave it to thee, and thou hast been unmindful 
of these benefits, hast left off my worship, 
Hast made thee molten gods, and ‘honoured 
them, I will in like manner cast thee down 
again, and destroy all thy house, and make 
hem food for the dogs and the fowls ; for a 
rtain king is rising up, by appointment, over 
all this people, who shall leave none of the 
niiiy of Jeroboam remaining. The multi- 
ude also shall themselves partake of tlie same 
Hunishinent, and shall he cast out of this good 
land, and shall be scattered into the places be- 
Olid Euphrates, because they have followed 
le wicked practices of their king, and have 
worshipped the gods that he made, and for- 
saken my sacrifices. But do thou, O woman* 
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make haste back to thy husband, and tell him 
this message; but thou shalt tlien find thy 
son dead, for as thou entcrest the city he shall 
depart this life ; yet shall he be buried with 
the lanientation of all the multitude, and ho- 
noured with a general mourning, for he is the 
only person of goodness of Jeroboam's fami- 
ly.’* When the proplict had foretold these 
events, the woman went hastily away with a 
disordered mind, and greatly grieved at the 
death of the forenamed child : so she was in 
lamentation as she went along the road, and 
mourned for the death of her son, that was 
just at hand. She was indeed in a miserable 
condition, at the unavoidable misery of lust 
death, and went apace, but in circumstances I 
very unfortunate, because of her son ; for the 
greater haste she made, she would the sooner 
see her son dead, yet was she forced to make 
such haste, on account of her husband. Ac- 
cordingly, when she was come back, she found 
that the child had given \rp the ghost, as the 
prophet had said ; and she relateil all the cir- 
cumstances to the king. 

2. Yet did not Jeroboam lay any of these 
things to heart, but he brought together a very 
numerous army, and made a warlike expedi- 
tion against Abijah, the son of Rehoboam, 
who had succeeded his father in the kingdom 
of the two tribes ; for he despised him because 
of his age. But when he heard of the ex- 
pedition of Jeroboam, he was not affrighted 
at it, but proved of a courageous temper of 
mind, superior both to his youth and to the 
dopes of his enemy ; so he chose him an arn\y 
out of the two tribes, and met Jeroboam at a 
place calliai Mount Zemaraim, and pitched 
his camp near titc othe ul prepared 
thing necr*ssary for the figlit. His army con- 
sisted of four hundred thousand, hut the army 
of Jeroboam was double to it. Now, as the 
armies stood in array, ready for action and 
dangers, and were just going to tight, Abijah 
stood upon an ( levated place, and, beckoning 
with his hand, he desired the multitude and 
Jeroboam himself to hear first with silence 
what he had to say. And when silence was 
made, he began to speak, and told them, — 
“ God Jiad consented that David and his pos- 
terity should be their rulers for all time to 
come, and this you yourselves are not unac- 
quainted with ; but I cannot but wonder how 
you should forsake my father, and join your- 
selves to his servant Jeroboanii and are now 
here with him to fight against tliosc who, by 
God’s own determination, are to reign, and to 
deprive them of that dominion which they 
have still retained ; for as to the greater part 
of it, Jeroboam is unjustly in possession of it. 
However, I do not suppose he will enjoy it 
any longer; but when he hath suffered that 
punishment which God thinks due to him for 
what is past, he will leave off the transgressions 
ne hath been guilty of, and the injuries he hath 
offered to him, and which he hath still con- 


tinued to offer, and hath persuaded you to do 
the same ; yet when you were not any farther 
unju^v treated by my father, than that he did 
not sj^k to you so as to please yon, and this 
only in compliance with the advice of wicked 
men, you iu anger forsook him, as you pre. 
tended, but, in reality, you withdrew your- 
selves from God, nml from his laws, although 
it had been riglit for you to have forgiven a 
man that was young in age, and not used to 
govern people^ not only some disagreeable 
words, but if his youth and his unskilfulness 
in affairs had led him into some unfortunate 
actions, and that for the sake of his father So- 
lomon, and the benefits you received from 
hinfi ; for men ought to excuse the sins of pos- 
terity oa account cf the benefactions of pa- 
- 2 aiis : but you considered nothing of all this 
then, neitlier do vc j consider it now, but come 
with so great an army against us. And what 
is it you depend upon for victory ? Is it upon 
these golden Ivdl'eis and the altars that you 
have on high places, which are demonstrations 
of yoUi impiety, and nut of religious worship ? 
Or is it the e.cceeding multitude of your array 
which gives you such good hopes ? Yet cer- 
tainly there is no strength at all in an army of 
many ten thousands, when the war is unjust ; 
for we ought to place our surest h»pe of suc- 
cess against our enemies in righteousness alone, 
and in piety towards God ; which hope we 
justly have, since we have kept the laws from 
tlie beginning, and have worshipped our own 
God, who was not made by hands out of cor- 
ruptible matter ; nor w as he formed by a 
wicked king, in order to deceive the multitude; 
but who is his own workmanship, * and the be- 
ginning and end of all ihings. I therefore 
give you counsel even now to repent, and to 
take better advice, and to leave off the prose- 
cution of the war; to call to mind the laws oi 
your country, and to reflect what it hath been 
that hath advanced you to so happy a state as 
you are now in.” 

3. This was the speech which Abijah made 
to the multitude. But, while he was suli 
speaking, Jeroboam sent some of his sol- 
jdiers privately to encompass Abijah round 
about, on certain parts of the camp that were 
not taken notice of ; and when lie was thus 
within the compass of the enemy, his army 
was affrighted, and their courage failed them. 

! But Abijah encouraged them, and exhorted 
I them to place their hopes on God, for that he 
was not encompassed by the enemy. So they 
'all at once implored the divine assistance, 
while the priests sounded with the trumpet 
and they made a shout, and fell upon tlieit 
enemies, aixl God brake the courage, and cast 
down the force of their enemies, and made 
Abijah’s army superior to them, for God 

♦ This is a strange expression in .losophus, that GoU 
is his own workmanship, or tliat he nuae himself, con- 
trary to eoromon sense and to catholic Christianity ( pe^ 
haps he only means that he was ni>t made by one, DUl 
was unoriginatod. 
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vouchsafeil to grant them a wonderful and 
very famous victory; and siicli a slaughter 
was now made of Jeroboam’s army* as is 
never recorded to have happened in any other 
war, whether it were of the Greeks or of the 
Barbarians, for they overthrew [and slew] five 
hundred thousand of their enemies, and they 
took their strongest cities by force, and spoil- 
ed them ; and besides those, they did the same 
to Bethel and her towns, and Jeshanah and 
her towns. And after this defeat, Jeroboam 
never recovered himself during the life of 
Abijah, who yet did not long survive, for he 
reigned but three years, and was buried in 
Jerusalem in the sepulchres of his forefathers. 
He left behind him twenty-two sons and six- 
teen daughters, and he had also those t^liildren 
by fourteen wives ; and Asa lu‘s son succeeded 
in the kingdom ; and the young man's mother 
was Michaiah. Under his reign the country, 
of the Israelites enjoyed peace for ten years. 

4. And so far concerning Ahijali, the son 
of Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, as his his- 
tory hath come down to us; hut Jeroboam, 
the king of the ten tribes, died when he had 
governed them two-and-twenty years ; whose 
son Nadab succeeded liim, in the second year 
of the reign of Asa. Now Jeroboam’s son 
governed two years, and resembled his father 
in impiety and wickedness. In these tw'o 
years he made an expedition against Gihhe- 
thon, a city of the Philistines, and continued 
the siege in order to take it; but he was con- 
spired against while he was there, by a friend 
of his, whose name was Baasha, the son of 
Ahijah, and was slain ; which Baasha took the 
kingdom after the other’s death, and destroy- 
ed the whole house of Jeroboam. It also 
came to pass, according as God had foretold, 
that some of Jeroboam’s kindred that died in 
the city were torn to pieces and devoured by 
dogs ; and that otlicrs of them that died in 
the fields, were torn and devoured by the 
fowls. So the house of Jeroboam suH’ered 
the just punishment of hi«» Inopiety and of bis 
wickt'd actions. 


CHAPTER XII. 

HOW zi:rah, kino of the Ethiopians, was 

BEATEN BY ASA ; AND HOW ASA, UPON 
BAASHa’s MAKING WAR AGAINST HIM, IN- 
VITED THE KING or THE DA.AIASCENS TO 
ASSIST HIM ; AND HOW, ON THE DESTRUC- 
TION OF THE HOUSE OF 3AASIIA, ZIMRI GOT 
THE KINGDOM, AS DID His SON AHAB AFTER 
KIM. 

^ 1. Now Ass, the k’T;, of Jerusalem, was 
an exceilsnt characL.,., and had a regard 

♦ By and perCenn iinparaUt-lcd slaughter 

if MMtpUO men of th 'icwly iJolatroiw and rebellious 
ten iruict, God’s high du^lcasuKO and indignation 
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to God, and neither did nor designed any 
ihing but what had relation to the observation 
of the law s. He made a reformation of bis 
kingdom, and cut off whatsoever was wicked 
therein, and purified it from every impurity. 
Now he had an army of chosen men, that 
were armed with targets and spears ; out of 
the tribe of Judah three hundred thousand ; 
and out of the tribe of Benjamin, that bore 
shields and drew bows, two hundred and fifty 
thousiind ; but when he had already reignexi 
fen years, Zerah, king of Ethiopia,! made an 
expedition against him, with a great aimy of 
nine hundred thousand foot-men, and one 
hunxlred thousand horsemen, and three hun- 
dred chariots, and came as far as Mareshah, 
a city that belonged to the tribe of Judah. 
Now when Zerali had passed so far with lii;. 
own army, Asa met him, and put his army in 
array over-against him, in a valley called 
Zephathah, not far from the city ; and when 
he saw the multitude of the Ethiopians, he 
cried out, and besought God to give him the 
victory, and that he might kill many ten thou- 
sanxls of the enemy: “ For,” said he, “ 1 
depend on nothing else but that assistance 
which I expect from thee, which is able to 
make the fewer superior to the more numer- 
ous, and the weaker to the stronger ; and 
thence it is alone that I venture to meet Ze- 
rah and fight him.” 

2. W'hile Asa was saying this, God gave 
him a signal of victory, and joining battle 
cheerfully on account of what God had fore- 
told about it, he slew a great many of the 
Ethiopians; and when he had put them to 
flight, he pursued them to the country of 
Gerar; and when they left oil' killing their 
enemies, tliey betook themselves to spoiling 
llicin (for the city Gerar was already taken), 
and to spoiling their camp, so that they cur- 
ried ofT much gold, and much silver, and a 
great deal of [other] prey, and camels, and 
great cattle, and* flocks of sheep. Acconl- 
ingly, when Asa and his army had obtained 
such a victory, and such wcaiti) from God, 
they returned to Jerusalem. Now, as they 
were coming, a prophet, whose name was 
Azariah, met tliein on the road, and bade 
them stop their journey a little, and began to 
say to them thus That the reason why they 
had obtained this victory from God was this, 
that they had showed tliemselve^ righteous and 
religious men, and had done every thing ac- 
cording to the will of God ; that therefore, he 
said, if they persevered tlierein, God would 

against Uiat idolatry and rebellion fullyappeared; the 
remainder were thereby seriously cautioned not to per- 
sist in them, and a kind of balance nr cmiilibrium 
made between the ten and the two tribes for the ttmett) 
come ; while otherwise the perpetually idolatrous and 
rebellious ten tribes would naturally have been two 
powerful for the two tribes, which were pretty ftequent- 
ly free both from such idolatry and rebellion ; nor is 
there any reason to doubt of the truth of the prodigi* 
ous number slain upon so signal an occasion. 

t The reader Is to remcm W, that CusA is not Etht<^ 
pia, bui Arabia. Sec Bochart. iv, ch. ii* 
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grant that they should always overcome their 
enemies, and live happily ; but that if they 
left oil' his worsiiip, all things shall fall out 
on the contrary; and a time should come,* 
wherein no true prophet shall be left in your 
whole multitude, nor a priest who shall deli- 
ver you a' true answer from tlie oracle; but 
your cities shall be overthrown, and your na- 
tion scattered over the whole earth, and live 
the life of strangers and wanderers. So he 
advised them, while they had time, to be good, 
and not to deprive themselves of the favour 
of God. 'When the king and the people heard 
this, they rejoiced; and all in common, and 
every one in particular, took great care to 
behave themselves righteously. The king 
also sent some to take care that those in the 
country should observe tJie laws also. 

3. And this was the state of Asa, king of 
the two tribes. I now return to Ilaasha, 
the king of the nuillitude of the Israelites 
who slew Nadab, the son of Jeroboam, and 
retained the government. He dwell in the 
city Tirzah, having made that his habitation, 
and reigneil twenty-four years. He became 
more wicked and impious than Jeroboam or 
his son. He did a great deal of mise.liief to 
the umllitude, and was injurious to God, who 
sent the prophet Jehu, and told him before- 
hand, that his whole family should be de- 
stroyed, and that he w'ouid bring the same 
miseries on l)is house which had brought that 
of Jeroboam to ruin; because when he had 
been made king by liim, he had not rccpiited 
his kindness, by governing the multitude 
righteously and religiously; which things, in 
the iirst place, tended to their own happi- 
ness; and, in the next place, were pleasing 
to God : tliat he had imitated this very wick- 
ed king Jeroboam; and although that man’s 
soul had perished, yet did he express to the 
life his wickedness ; and lie said that he 
should therefore justly experience the like 
calamity with iiini, since he had been guilty 
of the like wickedness. But Baasha, though 
he heard beforehand what miseries would he- 
fal him and his whole family for their inso- 
lent behaviour, yet did not lie leave oft' his 
wicked practices for the time to. come, nor 
di<l he care to appear to be other than worse 
and worse till he died ; nor did lie then re- 
pi iit of his past actions, nor endeavour to ob- 
tain pardon of God for them, but did as those 
ilo who have rev^ards proposed to them, when 
they have once in earnest set about their work, 
tht'y do not leave off their labours ; for thus 
did Baasha, when the prophet foretold to him 
what would come to pass, grow w'orse, as if 
wliat were threatened, the perdition of his fa- 
mily and the destruction of his house (which 
are really among the greatest of evils), were 

„ is a very great error in our Hebrew copy ii 

n-s place ('j Chroii. vi, 3— As applying what foflow 
times and not to times future; whence that texi 
quite misapplied by .Sir Isaac Newton. 
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good things ; and, as if he were a combatant 
for wickedness, he every day took more and 
more pains for it ; and at last he took his 
army, Aid assaulted a certain considerable 
city called Ratnah, which was forty furlongs 
distant from Jerusalem; and when he had 
taken it, he fortified it, having determined 
beforehand to leave a garrison in it, that they 
might thence make excursions, and do mis- 
chief to the kingdom of Asa. 

4. Whereupon Asa was afraid of the at- 
tempts the enemy might make upon him ; 
and considering with himself what mischiefs 
this army that was left in Ramah might do 
to the country over which he reigned, he sent 
ambassadors to the king of the Damascens, 
with gold and silver, desiring his assistance^ 
and putting him in mind that we have liad a 
frlend.ship together from the times of our 
forefathei s. So he gladly received that sum 
of money, and made a league with him, and 
broke the friendship he had with Baasha, and 
.sent the commanders of his own forces unto 
the cities that were under Baasha 's dominion, 
and ordered them to do them mischief. So 
they went and burnt some of them, and spoil- 
ed others; Ijon, and Dan, and Abelmain,'|- 
and many others. Now when the king of 
Isrcaol heard this, he left off building and for- 
tifying Ramah, and returned presently to as 
ist his own people under the distresses they 
were in ; but Asa made use of the materials 
that were prepared for building that city, for 
building in the same place two strong cities, 
the one of which was called Geba, and the 
other Mizpali ; so that after this, Baasha had 
no leisure to make expeditions against Asa, 
for he was prevented by death, and w'as bu- 
ried in the city Tirzah ; and Elah, his son, 
took the kingdom, who, when he had reigned 
two years, died, being treacherously slain by 
Zimri, the captain of half his army ; for when 
he was at Arza, his steward’s house, he per- 
suaded some of the horsemen that were un- 
der him to assault Elah, and by that means 
lie slew him when he was without his armed 
men, and liis captains, for they were all busied 
in the siege of Gibbethon, a city of the Phi- 
listines. 

6. When Zimri, the captain of the army, 
had killed Elah, he took tiie kingdom him- 
self, and, according to Jehu’s prophecy, slew 
all the house of Baaslia ; for it came to pass 
that Baasha’s house utterly perished, on ac- 

t This Abclmain, or, in Josephus’s copy, Abcllane 
tliat belonged to the land of Israel, and bordered on the 
country of Damascus, is supi>oscd, both by Hudson and 
i>()anheim, to be the same with Abel, or Abila, whence 
came Abilene. This may be that city so denominated 
from .\bel thu righteous, there buried; concerning ihe 
shedding of whose blood within the compass of the laud 
of Israel, 1 understand our Saviour’s words, about the 
fatal war and overthrow of Judea by Titus and his Ro- 
man army, *' That upon you may come all the right- 
eous blood shed upon the laud, from the blood of right- 
eous Abel to tlic blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, 
whom ye slew bet ween thete.riple and the altar. Verily, 

1 sHy unto you, all these tilings shall come upon tint 
HCiieration.'^ Matt, xxiil, >. 1 , l.ukexi 

Q 
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count of tiis impiety, in the same manner as j 
we have already described the destruction of 
the house of Jeroboam; but the army that 
was besieging Gibhethon, when they heard 
what had befallen the king, and that when 
Zimri had killed him he had gained the king- 
dom, they made Omri their general king, : 
who drew oif his army from Gibbethon, and j 
came to Tirzah, wliere the royal palace was, ■ 
and assaulted the city, and took it by force. | 
But when Zimri saw that the city had none 
to defend it, he fled into the inmost part of i 
the palace, and set it on fire, and burnt him- 
self with it, when he had reigned only seven j 
days. Upon whicii the people of Israel w'cre 


I 

presently divided, and part of them w'ould 
have Tibni to be king, and part Omri ; but ' 
when those that were for Omri’s ruling had j 
beaten Tibni, Omri reigned overall the mul- i 
titude. Now it was in the thirtieth year of. 
the reign of Asa that Omri reigned for twelve, 
years; six of these years he reigned in the, 
city of Tirzah, and the rest in the city called | 
Semareon, but named by the Greeks Sama- 
ria ; but he himself called it Semareon, from 
Senior, who sold him the mountain whereon 
he built it. Now Omri was no way different 
from those kings that reigned before him, ! 
but that he grew worse than they, for they 1 
all sought how they might turn the people} 
away from God, by their daily wdeked prac- 
tices ; and on that account it was that God 
made one of them to be slain by a.^other, and 
that no one person of their families should 
remain. This Omri also died at Samaria, 
and Ahab his son succeeded him. 

6. Now by iliese events we may learn what 
concern God hath for the affairs of mankind, 
and how he loves good men, and hates the 
wicked, and destroys them root and branch : 
for many of these kings of Israel, they and 
their families, were miserably destroyed, and 
taken away one by another, in a short time, 
for their transgression and wickedness ; but 
Asa, who was king of Jerusalem, and of the 
two tribes, attained, by God’s blessing, a long 
and a blessed old age, for his piety and right- 
eousness, and died happily, when he had 
reigned forty and one years; and when he 
was dead, his son Jehoshaphat succeeded him 
in the government. He was born of Asa's 
wife Azubali. And all men allowed tliat be 
followed the works of David his forefather, 
and this both in courage and piety ; but we 
are not obliged now to speak any more of 
the aflairs of Uiis king. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

HOW AHAB, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN JEZEBEL TU 

WIFE, BECAJIE MORE WICKED THAN ALL THE 

KINGS THAT HAD BEEN BEFORE HIM OF 

THE ACTIONS OF THE PROPHET ELIJAH ; 

AND WHAT BEFEL NABOTH. 

§ 1. Now Ahab, the king of Israel, dwelt in 
Samaria, and held the government for twenty- 
two years ; and made no alteration in the 
conduct of the kings that were his predeces- 
sors, but only in such things as were of his 
own invention for the worse, and in his must 
gross wickedness. He imitated them in their 
wicked courses, and in their injurious beliavi.. 
our towards God ; and more especially he 
imiLited the transgression of Jeroboam ; for 
he worshipped the heifers that he had made; 
and he contrived other absurd objects of wor- 
ship besides those heifers ; he also took 
wife the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the 
Tyrians and Sidonians, whose name was Je- 
zebel, of whom he learned to worship her own 
gods. This woman was active and bold, and 
fell into so great a degree of impurity and 
wickedness, that she built a temple to tlie god 
of the Tyrians, which they called Be) us, am 
planted a grove of all sorts of trees ; she also 
appointed priests and hiise prophets to tin's 
god. The king also himself had many sucli 
about him ; and so exceeded in madness and 
wickedness all [the kings] that went before 
him. 

2, I'liere was now a prophet of God Al- 
mighty, of Thesbon, a country in Gilead, that 
came to Ahab, and said to him, that God 
foretold he would not send rain nor dew in 
those years upon the country but when he 
should appear. And w'hen he had confirmed 
this by an oath, he departed into the southern 
parts, and made his abode by a brook, out of 
wdiich he had water to drink ; for us for his food, 
ravens brought it to him every day ; but when 
that river was dried up for want of rain, became 
to Zarcpliath, a city not far from Sidon and 
Tyre, for it lay between them, and tliis at the 
command of (»od, for [God told him] that he 
should there find a woman, w'ho was a widow, 
that should give him sustenance : so when he 
was not far off the city, he saw a woman that 
laboured with her own hands, gathering of 
sticks: so God informed him that this was 
the woman who was to give him sustenance ; 
so he came and saluted her, and desired her 
to bring him some water to drink ; but as s’le 
was going so to do, he called to her, and 
would have her to bring him a loaf of bread 
also; whereupon she affirmed upon oa 
that she had at home nothing more than ( nc 
handful of meal and a little oil, and that hi 
was going to gather some sticks, that 
might knead it, and make bread for herscU 
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and her son ; after which, she said, they must ; 
perish, and be consumed by the famine, for ; 
ihey had nothing for themselves any longer, j 
—Hereupon he said, ** Go on with good ' 
courage, and hope for better things ; and first 
of all make me a little cake, and bring it to 
me, for I fortcl to thee that this vessel of meal 
and this cruise of oil shall not fail until God . 
send rain. *’ When the prophet had said this, she , 
came to him, and made him the before-named 
cake : of which she had part for herself, and 
gave the rest to her son, and to the prophet also ; ; 
nor did any thing of this fail until the drought 
ceased. Now Menander mentions this drought ■ 
in his account of the acts of Ethbaal, king 
of the Tyrians ; where he says thus : ** Un- , 
dor him, there was a want of rain from the 
month Hyperberctacus till the month Hyper- 
beretaeus of the year following; but when he j 
made supplications, there came great thun- | 
ders. This Ethbaal built the city Botrys, in . 
Phcenicia, and the city Au/a, in Libya.”—! 
By tliese words he designed tlie want of rain ' 
that was in the days of Ahab ; for at that , 
time it was that Ethbaal also reigned over 
the Tyrians, as Menander informs us. 

3. Now this woman, of whom we spake 
before, that sustained the prophet, when her! 
son was fallen into a distemper till he gave 
up the ghost, and appeared to be dead, came 
to the prophet weeping, and beating her 
breasts with lier hands, and sending out such 
expressions as her passions dictated to her, 
and complained to him that he had come to 
her to reproach her for her sins, and that on 
this account it was that her son was dead. 
But he bid her be of good cheer, and deliver 
her son to him, for that he would deliver him 
again to her alive. So when she had delivered 
her son up to him, he carried him into an up- 
per room, where ho himself lodged, and laid 
him down upon the bed, and cried unto God, 
and said, that God liad not done well in re- 
warding the woman v.Iio had entertained him 
nd sustained him, by taking away her son ; 
and he prayed that he would send again the 
soul of the child into him, and bring him to 
life again. Accordingly God took pity on 
the mother, and w'as willing to gratify the 
prophet, that he might not seem to have 
come to do her a mischief ; and the child, be- 
yond all expectation, came to life again. So 
tlie mother returned the prophet thanks, and 
said she was thfen clearly satisfied that God 
did converse with him. 

4. After a little while Elijah came to king 
^hab, according to God’s w'ill, to inform him 
lliat rain was coming.* Now the famine 

prerent copies, s;iy», 'J iiat a little 
niie after tlie recovery of the widou’s son of Nari^pta, 

» sent rain upon the earth ; whereas, In our other 
upIv days, 1 Ki>igs xviii. I. Several 

L hithnated there, and In Josephus, (scsel. ‘J.) 

tiio drought and fajnine; nav, we have 

njention of the third year, widen I snppost,- 
from the recovery of the wiili»w*s wjii and 
ceasing of this drought in IMuenieJa (which, ns Me- 


had seized upon the whole country, and there 
was a great want of what was necessary for 
sustenance, insomuch that it was not only 
men that wanted it, but the earth itself also, 
which did not produce enough for the horses 
and the other beasts, of what was useful for 
them to feed on, by reason of the drought. 
So the king called for Obadiah, wlio was 
steward over his cattle, and said to him, that 
he would have him go to the fountains of 
water, and to the brooks, that if any herbs 
could be found for them, they might mow it 
down, and reserve it for the beasts. And 
when he had sent persons all over the habi- 
table earth,'!' to discover the prophet Elijah, 
and they could not find him, he bade Oba- 
diah accompany him : so it was resolved they 
should make a progress, and divide the ways 
between them ; and Obadiah took one road, 
and the king another. Now it happened, 
that the same time when queen Jezebel slew 
the prophets, this Obadiah had hidden a hun- 
dred prophets, and had fed them with no- 
thing but bread and water. But when Oba- 
diah was alone, and absent from the king, 
the proplict Elijah met him ; and Obadiah 
asked him who he was ; and when he had 
learned it from him, he worshipped him. 
Elijah then bid him go to the king, and tell 
him that 1 am here ready to wait on him. 
But Obadiah replied, “ What evil have I 
done to thee, that thou sendcst me to one 
who seeketh to^kill thee, and hath sought over 
all the earth for thee? Or was he so igno* 
rant as not to know that the king had left no 
I place untouched unto which he had not sent 
persons to bring him back, in order, if they 
could take him, to have him put to death ?” 
For he told him he was afraid lest God should 
appear to him agaii^ and he should go away 
I into another place ; and that when the king 
’should send him for Elijah, and he should 
miss of him, and not be able to find him any 
where upon earth, he should be put to death. 

I He desired him therefore to take care of bis 
preservation ; and told him how diligently he 
had provided for those of his own profession, 
and had saved a hundred prophets, when Je- 
zebel slew the rest of them, and had kept 
them concealed, and that they had been sus- 
tained by him. But Elijah bade him fear 
nothing, but go to the king ; and he assured 
him upon oath, that he would certainly shovi 
I himself to Ahab that very day. 

5. 8o when Obadiah had informed the king 
that Elijah was there, Ahab met him, and 
asked him in anger, if he were the man that 

iiaiider informs us here, lasted one whole year) : and 
both our Saviour and St. Janies aHirm, tliat this drought 
Jastwi three years and six months, as their copies of the 
Old Testament then informed them, Luke iv. s,'5( 
James V. 17 . 

I f Josephus here seems to mean, that this drought 
affected ail the habitable earth, and presently all the 
earth, as our Saviour says it was upon all the earth 
Luke iv. 25. They who restrain tliese expressions to 
tlie land of Judea alone, go witiiout sufficient authori. 

I V or examples. 
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afflicted tnc people of the Hebrews, and was the water poured into it. When he had done 
the occasion of the drought they lay under? this, he began to pray to God, and toinvocate 
But Elijah, without any flattery, said that he him to make manifest his power to a people 
was himself the man ; he and his house, which that had already been in an error a long time ; 
Drought such afflictions upon them ; and that upon which words a fire came on a sudden 
by introducing strange gods i-nto their country, from heaven, in the sight of the multitude, 
and w'orsliiping them, and by leaving their and fell upon the altar, and consumed the sa- 
own, who was the only true Tjod, and having criflee, till the very water was set on Are, and 
no manner of regard to him. However, he the jilace w'as become dry. 
bade him go his way, and gather together all 6. Now when the Israelites saw this, they 
the people to him, to mount Carmel, with his fell down upon the ground, and worshipped 
own prophets, and those of his wife, telling one God, and called him great and the 
him how many there were of them, as also the only true God ; but they called the others 
prophets of the groves, about four hundred mere names, framed by tlie evil and wild 
in number. And as all the men whom Abab opinions of men. So they caught their pro- 
sent for ran away to the forenamed mountain, phets, and, at the command of Elijah, slew 
the prophet Elijah stood in the midst of them, them. Elijah also said to the king, that he 
and said, ** How long will you live thus in un- should go to dinner without any farther con- 
certainty of mind and opinion ?** lie also ex- corn, for that in a little time he would see 
borted them, that in case they esteemed their God send them rain. Accordingly, Ahao 
own country God to be the true and only God, went his way; but Elijah went up to the 
they would followhim and hiscommandments; highest top of Mount Carmel, and sat down 
but in case they esteemed him to be nothing, upon the ground, and leaned his head upon 
but bad an opinion of the strange gods, and i his knees, and bade his servant go up to c 
that they ought to worship them, his counsel : certain elevated place, and look towards the 
was, that they should follow them. And sea, and when he should see a cloud rising 
when the multitude made no answer to what anywhere, he should give him notice of it, foi 
nc said, Elijah desired, that, for a trial of the till that time the air had been clear. When 
power of the strange gods and of their own (he servant had gone ujJ, and had said many 

God, he, who w'as his only prophet, while they times Uiat he saw nothing, at the sevcntii 

had four hundred, might take a heifer and kill time of his going up, he said that he saw k 
it as a sacriflcc, and lay it upon ])ieces of wood, small black thing in the sky, not larger than 
and not kindle any fire, and that they should do a man’s foot. When Elijah heard that, he 
the same things, and call upon their own gods sent to Ahab, and desired him to go away to 
to set the wood on fire, for if that were done, the city before the rain came down. So hi 
they would thence learn the nature of the true came to the city Jezreel ; and in a little time 
God. This proposal pleased the people. So the air was all obscured, and covered with 
Elijah bade the prophets to choose out a heifer clouds, and a vehement storm of wind came 
first, and kill it, and to call on their gods; upon the earth, and with it a great deal of 

but when there appeared no cflect of the prayer rain; and the prophet was under a divine 

or invocation of the pfbphets upon their fury, and ran along with the king’s chariot 
sacrifice, Elijah derided them, and bade them unto Jezreel, a city of Izarf [Isachar.] 
call upon their gods witli a loud voice, for they 7. When Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, under- 
might either be on a journey or asleep ; and stood wjiat signs Elijah had wrought, and how 
when these prophets had done so from morn- he had slain her pro])hets, she was angry, and 
ing till noon, and cut themselves with swords sent messengers to him, and by them threaten- 
and lanccs,* according to the customs of their ed to kill him, as he had destroyed her pro- 
country, and he was about to offer his sacri- phets. At this Elijah was afli ighted, and fled 
ficc, he bid [the prophets] go away ; but bade to the city called Beersheba, which is situate at 
[the people] come near and observe what he the utmost limits of the country belonging to 
did, lest he should privately hide fire among the tribe of Judah, towards the land of Edom; 
the pieces of wood. So, upon the approach and there lie left his servant, and went awu> 
of the multitude, he took twelve stones, one into the desert. He prayed also that he 
for each tribe of the people of the Hebrews, might die, for that he was ndt belter than 1 is 
and built an altar with them, and dug a very fathers, nor need he be very desirous to li* e, 
deep trench ; and when be had laid the pieces when they were dead; and he lay and slept 
of wood upon the altar, and upon them had i under a certain tree ; and when somebody 
laid the pieces of the sacrifices, he ordered i awakened him, and he was risen upi he found 
them to fill four barrels with the water of the food set by him and water ; so when ho had 
fountain^ and to pour it upon the altar, till it eaten, and recovered his strength by that Ids 
ran over it, and till the trench was filled with 

t For Jzar we may here read fwith Hudson and Cofr 
ceius) Jaachar, i. e. of the tribe of Isachar, for to tM* 

• Mr. Spaiihelm takes notice here, that in the wor- tribe did Jezreel belong; and presently, at the begin* 
ship of Mithra (the god of the Persians) the priests cut i ning of sect. 8, as also ch. xv, sect. 4, we may read ^ 
themselves in the same manner as did these priests in /ear, with one MS. nearly, and the Scripture, Jezreo 
Uieir invocation of Baal (the god of the Pheenieians) . for that was the ciu nunMit lu die history of Nabotto 



^11 AP. XIll. ANTIQUITIES 

food, he came to that mountain which is 
called Sinai, where it is related that Moses 
received his laws from God ; and finding 
there a certain hollow cave, ho entered into 
it, and continued to make his abode in it, 
15ut when a certain voice came to him, but 
from whence he knew not, and asked him, 
why he w'as come thither, and had left the 
city ? he said, that because he Jiad slain the 
prophets of the foreign gods, and had per- 
suaded the people tliat he alone whom they 
had worshipped from the beginning was God, 
he w'as sought for by the king’s wife to be 
punisiied for so doing. And when he had 
heard another voice, telling liim that he 
should come out the next day into the open 
air, and should therebji know w’hat he was to 
do, he came out of the cave the next day 
accordingly, when he both heard an earth- 
quake, and saw the bright splendour of a fire; 
and after a silence made, a divine voice ex- 
horted him not to be disturbed with the cir- 
cumstances he was in, for that none of his 
enemies should have power over !iim. The 
voice also commanded him to return home, 
and to ordain Jehu, the son of Nhnshi, to be 
king over their own multitude ; and Ilazuel, 
of Damascus, to be over the Syrians ; and 
Elisha, of tlic city Abel, to be a prophet in 
his stead : and that of the impious multitude, 
some should he slain by Uaziicl, and others 
by Jehu. So Elijah, upon hearing this charge, 
returned into the land of the Hebrews. And 
when he foi'iiid Elisha, the son of Shaphat, 
ploughing, and certain others with him, driving 
twelve yoki of oxen, he came to him, and 
cjist his own garment upon him j upon which 
Elisha began to prophesy presently, and leav- 
i«jg his oxen, he followed Elijah. And when 
he desired leave to salute his parents, Elijah 
gave Inm leave so to do ; and when he had 
taken his leave <d* them, he followed him, 
aiul became the disciple and the servant of 
Elijah all the days of his life. And thus 
have 1 dispatched the airairs in which this 
prophet was concerned. 

8. Now there was one Naboth, <»f the city 
bar [Jezreel], w'bo had a field adjoining to 
that of the kingt the king would have per- 
suaded him to sell him that his field, which 
lay so near to his own lands, at what price he 
pleased, that he might join them together, anr 
make them one farm ; and if he would not 
accept of money for it, he gave him leave to 
choose any of his other fields in its stead, 
Hut Naboth said he would not do so, but 
would keep the possession of that land of his 
own, which he had by inheritance from his 
father. Upon this the king was grieved, as 
he had received an injury, when he could 
not get another man’s possession, and h, 
would ueitlier wash himself, nor take any 
ood : and when Jezebel asked him what it 
that troubled him, and why he would 
aeither wash lu nisei f, nor cat either dinner 
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or supper, he related to her the perverseness 
of Naboth ; and how when he had made use 
of gentle words to him, and such as w'ere be- 
neath the royal authority, he had been aifront- 
cd, and had not obtained what he desired. 
However, she persuaded him not to be cast 
down at this accident, but to leave off his 
grief, and return to the usual care of his body, 
for that she w'ould take care to have Naboth 
punished : and she immediately sent letters 
to the rulers of the Israelites [Jezreelites] in 
Ahab’s name, and commanded them to fast, 
and to assemble a congregation, and to set Na. 
both at the head of them, because he was of 
an illustrious family, and to have three bold 
men ready to bear witness tliat he had blas- 
ihemcd God and the king, and then to 
tone him, and slay him in that manner. 
Accordingly, when Nabotli had been thus tes- 
tified against, as the queen had written to 
them, that he had blasphemed against God 
and Allah the king, she desired him to take 
possession of Naboth’s vineyard on free cost. 
So Ahab w’as glad at what had been done, 
and rose up immediately from the bed wherein 
tie lay, to go to see Naboth’s vineyard ; but 
God had great indignation at it, and sent E- 
lijah the prophet to the field of Naboth, to 
speak to Ahab, and to say to him, that he 
had slain the true owner of that field unjustly. 
And as soon as he came to him, and the king 
had said that ho might do with him what he 
pleased (for thought it a reproach to him 
to be thus caught in his sin), Elijah said, thav 
in that very place in which the dead body of 
Naboth was eaten by dogs, both liis own blood 
and that of his wife’s should be shed ; and that 
all his family should perish, because he had 
been so insolently wicked, and had slain a citizen 
unjustly and contrary to the laws of his coun- 
try. Hereupon Ahab began to be sorry for 
the things he had done, and to repent of them • 
and he put un sackcloth, and went barefoot,* 
and would not touch any food : he also con- 
fessed his sins, and endeavoured thus to ap« 
pease God. But God said to the prophet, 
that while Ahab was living he would put 
off the punishment of his family, because he 
repented of those insolent crimes he had 
been guilty of, but that still he would fulfil 
his threatening under Ahab’s son. Which 
message the prophet delivered to tlie king. 

# *» The Jews weeo to this day (says Jerome, here 
cited by Kelaud) and roil themselves upon sadkcloth, in 
ashes, barefoot, upon such occasions. To which Span- 
heim adds, “ that after the same manner Bernice, when 
his life was in danger, stood at the tribunal of Florut 
barefoot** (Of the War, b. ii, chap. 15, sect 1.)— See the 
like of David, 2 Sam. xv, 30. Antiq. b. vii, chap, ix, 
sect 2. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

MOW UADAD, KING OF DAMASCUS AND OF SYH1A» 
MADE TWO EXPEDITIONS AGAINSl' AHAB, 
AND WAS BEATEN. 

§ 1, When the atlairs of Ahab were thus, at 
that very time the son of Hadad [Benhadad], 
who was king of the Syrians and of Damascus, 
got together an army out of all his country, 
and procured thirty-two kings beyond Eu- 
phrates, to be his auxiliaries : so he made an 
expedition against Ahabj bu* because Ahab’s 
army was not like that of Benhadad, he did 
not set it in array to fight him, but having shut 
up every thing that was in the country, in the 
strongest cities he had, he abode in Samaria 
himself, for the walls about it w'ere very strong, 
and it appeared to be not easily to be taken 
in other respects also. So the king of Syria 
took his army with him, and came to Samaria, 
and placed his army round about the city, and 
besieged it. He also sent a herald to Ahab, 
and desired he would admit the ambas.sadors 
be w'Oiild send him, by w'hoin he would let 
him know his pleasure. So upon the king of 
Israel's permission for him to send, those am- 
bassadors came, and by their Ring's command 
spake thus That Ahub's riches, and his 
children, and his wives, were Benhadad’s, and 
if he would make an agreement, and give him 
leave to take as much of what he hud as he 
pleased, he would withdraw his army, and 
leave otf the siege. ~ ipon this Ahab bade the 
ambassadors to go back, and tell their king 
that both he himself, and all that he hath, 
were his possessions. And when these am- 
bassadors had told this to Benhadad, he sent 
to him again, and desired, since he confessed 
that all he had was his, that he would admit 
those servants of his which he should send the 
next day ; and he commanded him to deliver 
to those whom he should send, whatsoever, 
upon their searching his palace and the houses 
of his friends and kindred, they should find to 
be excellent in its kind ; but that what did nut 
please them they should leave to him. At 
this second embasssage of the king of Syria, 
Ahab was surprised, and gathered together 
the multitude to a congregation, and told 
them, that fur himself he was ready, for their 
safety and peace, to give up his own wives and 
children to the enemy, and to yield to him all 
his own possessions, for that w'as what the Sy- 
rian king required at his first embassage ; but 
that now he desires to send bis servants to search 
all their houses, and in them to leave nothing 
that is excellent in its kind, seeking an occa- 
sion of fighting against dm. “as knowing that 
I would not spare what is mine own for your 
sakes, but taking a handde from the disagree- 
able terms he offers concerning you to bring 
a war upon us , however, 1 will do what you 


shall resolve is fit to de done '* But the mul- 
titude advised him to hearken to none of his 
proposals, but to despise him, and be in readi- 
ness to fight him. Accordingly, when he had 
given the ambassadors this answer to be re- 
ported, that he still continued in the mind to 
comply with what terms he at first desired, for 
the safety of the citizens ; but as for his second 
desires, he cannot submit to them, — he dis- 
missed them. 

2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he had 
indignation, and sent ambassadors to Ahab 
the third time, and threatened that his army 
would raise a hank higher than those walls, 
in confidence of whose strength he despised 
him, and that by only each man of his army 
taking a handful of eafdj ; hereby making a 
show of the great number of his army, and 
aiming to affVight him. Ahab answered, that 
he ought not to vaunt himself when he had 
only put on his armour, but when he should 
have conquered his enemies in the battle. So 
the ambassadors came back, and found the 
king at supper with his thirty-two kings, and 
informed him of Ahab’s answer ; who then 
immediately gave orders for proceeding thus 
— To make lines round the city, and raise ^ 
bulwark, and to prosecute the siege all man- 
ner of ways. Non', as this was doing, Ahab 
was in a great agony, and all his people u'itli 
him ; but he took courage, and w'as freed from 
his fears, upon a certain prophet coining to 
him, and saying to him, that God had jiro- 
mised to subdue so many ten thousands ot 
his enemies under him ; and when he inquir- 
ed by whose means the victory was to be ob- 
tained, he said, “ By the son:-, of the princes; 
but under thy conduct as their leader, by rea- 
son of their unskilful ness [in war].” Upon 
which be called for the sons of the princes, 
and found them to be two hundred and thirty- 
two person.^. So when he was informed that 
the king of Syria had betaken himself to feast- 
ing and repose, he opened the gates, and sent 
out the prince.s' sons. Now when the senti- 
nels told Benhadad of it, he sent some to meet 
them, and commanded them, that if these men 
were come out for fighting, they should bind 
them, and bring them to him ; and that if 
they came out peaceably they should do the 
same. Now Ahab had another army ready 
within the walls, but the sons of the princes 
fell upon tile out-guard, and slew many of 
them, arid pursued the rest 6f them to the 
camp ; and when the king of Israel saw that 
these had the upper hand, he sent out all the 
rest of his army, which, falling suddenly up- 
on the Syrians, beat them, for they did nut 
think they would have come out ; on whicli 
account it was that they assaulted them when 
they were naked * and drunk, insomuch that 

* Mr. Roland notes here very truly, that the word 
does not always signify entirely naked : but sona?* 
times without men’s usual armour, without their usvu 
robes or upper garments ; as when Virgil bids the hur 
bandman plou^ tmked, and sow naked ; when Jo)!^ 
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they left all their annour behind them when | 
they fled out of the camp, and the king him- 
Keif escaped with difliculty, by flying away on 
horseback. But Ahab went a great way in 
pursuit of the Syrians ; and when he had 
spoiled their camp, which contained a great 
deal of wealth, and moreover a large quantity 
of gold and silver, he took Benhadad*s cha- 
riots and horses, and returned to the city : but 
as the prophet told him he ought to have his 
army ready, because the Syrian king would 
make another expedition against him the next 
year, Ahab was busy in making provision for 
it accordingly. 

3. Now Bcnhadad, when he ha^ saved him- 
self, and as much of his army as he could, out i 
of the battle, he consulted with his friends how 
he might make another expedition against the 
Israelites. Now those friends advised him not 
to fight with them on the hills, because their 
God was potent in such places, and thence it 
had come to pass that they had very lately 
been beaten ; but they said, that if they join- 
ed battle with them in the plain they should 
beat them. Tliey also gave him this farther 
advice, to send home those kings whom he 
had brought as his auxiliaries, but to retain 
their army, and to set captains over it instead 
of the kings, and to raise an army out of 
their country, and let them be in the place of 
tlie former who perished in the battle, toge- 
ther with horses and chariots. So he judged 
their counsel to be good, and acted according 
to it in the management of the army. 

4. At the beginning of the spring, Bcnha- 
dad took his army with him, and led it against 
tlio Hebrews ; and when he was come to a 
certain city which was called Apiiek, he 
pitched his camp in the Great Plain. Ahab 
also went to meet him with his army, and 
])itched his camp over against him, although 
his army was a very small one, if it were com- 
p:ircd with the enemy’s ; but the prophet came 
again to him, and told him, that God would 
give him the victory, that he might demon- 
strate his own power to be not only on the 
niountains, but on the plains also ; which it 
seems was contrary to tlie opinion of the 
Syrians. So they lay quiet in their camp 

phus says (Aiitiq. b. iv, ch. iii, sect. 2), that God had 
Kiven the Jews the security of armour whm they were 
naked ; and when he here says, that Ahab fell on the 
Syrians when they were both nuked and drunk ; when 
(Antiq. b. xi, ch. v, sect. 8) h*e says, that Nehemiah 
commanded those Jfews that were building the walls of 
Jerusalem to take care to have their armour on upon 
that the enemy might not fall upon them 
naked. \ may add, that the case seems to be the same 
>n the Scripture, when it says that Saul lay down nuked 
Among the prophets ( 1 Sam. xix, 24) ; wnen it says that 
Isaiah walked naked and barefoot lisa, xx, 2, 3); and 
w ny n It also says i luit Peter, before he gi rt his fisher's coat 
to him, was naked, John xxi, 7. What Is said of David 
gives light to this, who was reproached by Midial for 

o incmg before the ark, and uncovering himself in the 
pes of his handmaids, as one of tlie \a!n fellows shame- 
jolly uncovereth himseir'(2 Sini. vi, 14, 20); yet it is 
uvK*'* ®*Pressly said (ver, 14), that “ David was girded 
ephod,” i. e, he had laid aside his robes of 
saoerdotal, Lcvitical, or sacred gar- 
f'cnts, proper for such a solemnity. 
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seven days ; but on the last of those days, 
when the enemies came out of their camp, 
and put themselves in array in order to fight, 
Ahab also brought out his own army ; and 
when the battle was joined, and they fought 
valiantly, he put the enemy to flight, and 
pursued them, and pressed upon them, and 
slew them ; nay, they were destroyed by their 
own chariots, and by one another ; nor could 
any more than a few of them escape to their 
own city Aphek, who were also killed by the 
walls falling upon them, being in iiumbei 
twenty-seven thousand.* Now there were 
slain in this battle a hundred thousand more; 
but Benhadad, the king of the Syrians, fled 
away, with certain others of his most faithful 
servants, and hid himself in a cellar under 
ground ; and when these told him tnat the 
kings of Israel were humane and merciful 
men, and that they miglit make use of the 
usual manner of supplication, and obtain de- 
liverance from Ahab, in case he would give 
them leave to go to him ; he gave them leave 
accordingly. So they came to Ahab, clothed 
in sackcloth, with ropes about their heads 
(for this was the ancient manner of supplica- 
tion among the Syrians),f and said, that Ben- 
hadad desired he would save him ; and that 
he would ever be a servant to him for that 
favour. Ahab replied he was glad that he 
was alive, and not hurt in tiie battle ; and he 
further promised him the same honour and 
kindness that a man would show to his bro- 
ther. So they received assurances upon oath 
from him, that when he came to him he sbouH 
receive no harm from him, and then went and 
brought him out of the cellar wherein he was 
hid, and brought him to Ahab as he sat in 
his chariot. So Benhadad worshiped him ; 
and Ahab gave him his hand, and made him 
come up to him into his chariot, and kissed 
him, and bid him be of good cheer, and not 
to expect that any mischief should be done to 
him. So Benhadad returned him thanks, 
and professed that he would remember his 
kindness to him all the days of bis life ; and 
promised he would restore those cities of the 
Israelites which the former kings had taken 
from them, and grant that he should have 
leave to come to Damascus, as his forefathers 
had to come to Samaria. So they confirmed 

* Josephus’s number, two myriads and seven thou- 
sand, agrees here withtliat in our other copies, as those 
that were slain by the falling down of the walls of 
Aphek; but I suspected at first that this number in Jo- 
sephus’s present copies could not be his original number, 
because ne calls them " oligoi,” a fewt which could 
hardly be said of so many as twenty -seven thousand, and 
because of the improbability of tne fall of a particular 
wall killing so many *, yet when I consider Josephus’s 
next words, how the rest which were slain In the Iwttle 
were " ten other myriads,” that twenty -seven thousand 
were but a few in comparison of a hundred thousand ; 
and that it was not a wall,” as in our English version, 
—but «* the wall,” or “ the entire walls” of the city that 
fell down, as in all the originals. 

t This manner of supplication for men’s lives among 
the Syrians, with ropes or haters about Uieir heads or 
necks, is, I suppose, no strange thing in later ages, e'-im 

our pvn country. 
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their covenant oaths; and Ahab made 
him many presents, and sent him back to his 
own kingdom. And this was the conclusion 
of the war that Benhadad made against Ahab 
and the Israelites. 

5. But a certain prophet, whose name was 
Micaiah,* came to one of the Israelites, and 
bade him smite him on the head, for by so do- 
ing he would please God; but when he would 
not do so, he foretold to him, that since he 
disobeyed the commands of God, he should 
meet with a lion and be destroyed by him. 
When this sad accident had befallen the man, 
the prophet came again to another, and gave 
him the same injunction ; so he smote him, 
and wounded his skull : upon which he 
bound up his head, and came to the king, 
and told him that he had been a soldier of 
his, and had the custody of one of the prison- 
ers committed to him by an otlicer, and that 
the prisoner being run away, he was in dan- 
ger of losing his own life by the means of 
that officer, who had threatened him, that if| 
the prisoner escaped he would kill him; and 
when Ahab had siiid that he would justly die, 
he took off the binding that was about bis head, 
and was known by the king to be Micaiali 
the prophet, who made use of this artifice as 
a prelude to the following words; for he 
said that God would punish him who had 
suffered Benhadad, a bhjisphemer against him, 
to escape punishment; and that he would so 
jring it about, that he should die by the 
other^s means, f and his pcop.e by tlie other’s 
army. Upon which Ahab was very angry 
at the prophet, and gave commandment that 
he should be put in prison, and there kept ; 
but for himself, he was in confusion at the 
words of Micaiah, and returned to his own 
house. 


CllAPTEK XV. 

CONCERNING JEHOSHAPUAT, THE KING OF JE- 
RUSALEM ; AND HOW AHAB MADE AN EX- 
PEHITION AGAINST THE SYRIANS, AND WAS 
ASSISTED THEREIN BY JEHOSUAPHAT, BUT 
WAS HIMSELF OVERCOME IN BATTLE, AND 
PERISHED THEREIN. 

§ 1. And these were the circumstances in 
which Ahab was. But I now return to Je- 

* It is here remarkable, that in Josephus's copy, this 
prophet, whose severe denunciation of a disoo^ent 
person's slaughter by a lion had lately come to pass, was 
no other than Micaiah, the son of Iralah, who, as he 
now denounced God's judgment on disobedient Ahab, 
seems directly to have fx:en that very prophet whom the 
same Ahab, in 1 Kings xxii, 8, 18, eompktins of as 
one whom he hated, because he did not prophecy good 
concerning him, but evil and whoj in that chapter, 
openly repeats his denunciations against him ; all which 
came to pass accordingly ; nor is there any reason to 
doubt but this and the former were the very same pro- 

f What is most remarkable in this history, and In 
many histories on other occasions in the Old Testament 


hoshapbat, the king of Jerusalem, who, when 
he had augmented his kingdom, and had set 
garrisons in the cities of the countries belong- 
ing to his subjects, and had put such garri- 
sons no less into those cities which were 
taken out of the tribe of Ephraim, by his 
grandfather Abijah, when Jeroboam reigned 
over the ten tribes [than he did into the 
other]. But then he had God favourable 
and assisting to him, as being both righteous 
and religious, and seeking to do somewhat 
every day that should be agreeable and ac- 
ceptable to God. The kings also that were 
round about him honoured him with the pre- 
sents they ffiade liim, till the riches tliat hs 
had acquired were immensely great, and tJie 
glory he had gained was of a most exalted 
nature. 

SJ. Now, in the third year of his reign, he 
called together the rulers of the country, and 
the priests, and commanded them to go round 
the land, and teacli all the people that were 
under him, city by city, the laws of Moses, 
and to keep them, and to be diligent in the 
worship of God. Witli this the whole mul- 
titude was so pleased, that they were not so 
eagerly set upon or affected with any thing 
so much as the observation of the laws. The 
neighbouring nations also continued to love 
Jehoshaphat, and to be at peace witli him. 
The Thilistines paid their appointed tribute, 
and the Arabians supplied him every year 
with tlnee hundred and sixty lambs, and as 
many kids of the goats. He also fortifieil 
the great cities, which were many in number, 
and of grea consequence. He prepared al- 
so a mighty army of soKHcrs and weapons 
against the Now the army of 

! men that wore their armour, was three hun- 
dred thousand of the tribe of Judah, of whom 
I Adnah was the chief; hut John was chief of two 
hundred thousand. The same man was chief 
of the tribe of Benjamin, and had two hun- 
dred thousand archers under him. There was 
another chief, whose name was Jehozabad, 

: who had a hundred and fourscore thousand 
I armed men. This multitude was distriliutcd 
to be ready for the king’s service, besides 
those whom he sent to the best fortified cities. 

3. Jehoshaphat took for his son Jehorani 
to wife, tile daughter of Ahab, the king of 
j the ten tribes, whose name was Athaliah. 

I And when, after some time, he went to Sa- 
maria, Ahab received him cuniteously, and 
treated the army that followed him in a splen- 
did manner, with great plenty of corn and 
wine, and of slain beasts; and de.sired that 
he would joiq with him in his war against 
the king of Syria, that he might recover fruni 

is tills, that, during the Jewish theocracy, God acted en- 
tirely as the Supremo King of Israel, and the Suprfuie 
General of their annies; and always expected that the 
Israelites should be in such absolute subjection to hiin» 
their Supreme and Heavenly King, and General of thfir 
armies, as subjects and soldiers are to their earthly kings 
and generals, and that usually without knowing^ 
ticular reasons of their injunetiona* 
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him the city Ramoth, in Giieail; for though 
it had belonged to his father, yet had the 
king of Syria’s father taken it away from 
him ; and upon Jehoshaphat’s promise to af- 
ford him his assistance (for indeed his army 
was not inferior to the other), and his sending 
for his army from Jerusalem to Samaria, the 
two kings went out of the city, and each of 
them 3at on his own tiirone, and each gave their 
orders to their several armies. Now Jehosh- 
aphat bade them call some of the prophets, 
if there were any there, and inquire of them 
concerning this expedition against the king 
of Syria, wlielher they would give them coun- 
sel to make that expedition at this time, for 
there was peace at that time betvveerj Ahab 
and the king of Syria, which had lasted three 
years, from the time he had taken him cap- 
live till that day. 

4. So Ahab called his own prophets, being 
in number about four hundred, and bade 
them inquire of God whether he would grant 
him the victory, if he made an expedition 
against Oenhadad, and enable him to over- 
throw that city, for whose sake it was that he 
was going to war. Now these prophets gave 
their counsel for making this expedition ; and 
said, that he w'ould beat the king of Syria, 
aiul, as formerly, would reduce him under 
his power. But Jehoshaphat, understanding 
by their words that they were false prophets, 
'iskcd A!» il) w hether tliere were not some other 
prophet, and he belonging to tlie true God, 
that we may have surer information concern- 
ing futurities. Hereupon Ahab said, there 
was indeed such a one, but that he hated 
him, as having prophesied evil to him, and 
having foretold that ho should be overcome 
and slain by the king of Syria, and that for 
tills cause he had iiiin now in prison, and 
fliat his nanu vvas Micaiah, the son of Imlah. 
Hill upon J(..l:t>sha[:hat’s desire that he might 
00 produced, Ahab sent a eunuch, who 
hroijglit Micaiah to him. Now the eunuch 
had informed him by the w'ay, that all the 
other prophets had foretold that the king 
should gain the vielo. y ; but he said, that it 
wus not lawful for hini to lie against God ; 
hut that he must speak w'hat he should say to 
him about the king, w-hatsoever it were. 
When he came to Aluib, and he had adjured 
liim upon oath to speak the truth to him, he 
said that (»od had siiown to him the Israelites 
running away^ and pursued by the Syrians, 
and dispersed upon the mountains by th«m, 
as flocks of sheep are disjjersed when their 
shepherd is slain. He said farther, that God 
signified to him that those Israelites should 
return in peace to their own home, niid that 
he only should fall in the battle. When Ali- 
calah had tims spok*'n, Altab said to Jeltosh- 
nphat, — I told tbec a little vvliile ago the 
disposition of the man with regard to me, and 
that he uses to prophesy evil to me.’* Upon 
which Micaiah replied, that, he ought to hear 


all, whatsoever it be, that God foretcls ; and 
that in particular, they were false prophets 
that encouraged him to make this war in 
hope of victory, whereas he must fight and 
be killed. Whereupon the king was in sus- 
pense with himself: but Zedekiah, one of 
those false prophets, came near, and exhorted 
him not to hearken to Micaiah, for he did not 
at all speak truth ; as a demonstration of 
which, he instanced in what Elijah had said, 
who was a better prophet in foretelling futu- 
rities than Micaiah ;• for he foretold that the 
dogs siiould lick his blood in the city of Jez- 
reeJ, in the field of Naboth, as they licked the 
blood of Naboth, who by his means w as there 
stoned to death by the multitude ; that there- 
fore it was plain that this Micaiah was a liar, 
as contradicting a greater prophet than him- 
self, and saying that he should be slain at 
three days’ journey distance : “ and [said he] 
you shall soon know whether he be a true 
prophet, and hath the power of the Divine 
Spifit ; for I will smite him, and let him 
then hurt my hand, as Jadon caused the hand 
of Jeroboam the king to wither when he 
ivould have caught him ; for I suppose tlioii 
hast certainly heard of that accident.” So 
when, upon his smiting Micaiah, no harm 
happened to him, Ahab took courage, and 
readily led his army against the king of Sy- 
ria ; for, as I suppose, fate was too hard for 
him, and made him believe that the false 
prophets spake truer than the true one, that 
it might take an occasion of bringing him to 
his end. However, Zedekiah made horns of 
iron, and said to Ahab, that God made those 
horns signals, that by them he should over- 
throw all Syria. * But Micaiah replied, that 
Zedekiah, in a few days, should go from one 
secret clxambcr to another, to hide himself, 
that he might escape the punishment of his 
lying. Then did the king give orders that 
they .should take Micaiah away, and guard 
him lo Amon, the governor of the city, and 
to give him nothing but bread and water. 

5. i'hen did Ahab, and Jehoshaphat the 
king of Jerusalem, take their forces, and 
marched to Uarnoth, a city of Gilead ; and 
when the king of Syria heard of this expedi- 
tion, he brought out his army to oppose them, 
and pitched his camp not for from Ramoth. 
Now Aliub and Jehoshaphat had agreed that 
Ahab should lay aside his royal robes, but 
that the king of Jerusalem should put on his 
[Ahab’s] proper habit, and stand before the 
army, in order to disprove, by this artifice, 

• These reasoning of Zedekiah the false prophet, in 
order to persuade Anab not to believe Miaiiah the true 
prophet, are plausible : but being omitted in our other 
copies, wc cannot now tell whence Josephus had them; 
whether from Iiis own temple copy, Prom some otlier 
original author, or from certain ancient notes. That some 
such plausiole objection was now raised against Micaiah 
is very likely, otherwise Jehoshaphat, who used to dis- 
believe all such false prophets, could never have been 
induced to accompany Anab In thc.se desperate circum- 
stances. 
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what Micaiali had foretold.* But Ahab*s 
fate found him out without his robes; for 
Benhadad the king of Assyria had charged 
his army, by means of their commanders, to 
kill nobody else but only the king of Israel. 
So when the Syrians, upon their joining bat- 
tle with the Israelites, saw Jehoshaphat stand 
before the army, and conjectured that he was 
Ahab, they fell violently upon him, and en- 
compassed him round ; but when they were 
near, and knew that it was not he, they all 
returned back ; and while the light lasted 
from the morning light till late in the even- 
ing, and the Syrians were conquerors, they 
killed nobody, as their king hud commanded 
them ; and when they sougiit to kill Ahab 
alone, but could nut find him, there was a 
young nobleman belonging to lling Benha- 
dad, whose name was Natimaii ; he drew his 
bow against the enemy, and wounded the 
king through his breastplate, in his lungs. 
Upon this Ahab resolved not to make his 
mischance known to his army, lest they should 
run away ; but he bid the driver of his cha- 
riot to turn it back, and carry him out of the 
battle, because he was sorely and mortally 
wounded. However, he sat in his chariot 
and endured the pain till sun-set, and then 
ne fainted away and died. 

6. And now the Syrian army, upon the 
coming on of the night, retired to their camp ; 
and when the herald belonging to the camp 

♦ This reading ot Josephus, that Jehoshaphat put on 
not his own but Ahab’s robes, in order to appear to be 
Ahab, w'hile Ahab was without any robes at all, aiul 
hoped thereby to esc'apc his own evil fate, and disprove 
Micaiah's prophevy aguiiiht him, is exceeding probable. 
It gives great light also to this wholo history, and 
shows, tliat although Ahab hoiied Jehoshaphat vrould 
be mista' cn for him, and run the only risk of licinc 
slain in the battle, yet was he entirely disapiioinled, 
while still the escape of tlie good man Jehoshaphat, and 
the slaughter of the bad man Aliab, demonstrated the 
great distinetion that Divine Providence made betwixt 
them. 
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gave notice that Ahab w'as dead, they returned 
home ; and they took the dead body of Ahab 
to Samaria, and buried if^there; but when 
they had washed his chariot in the fountain 
of Jezreel, w’hich was bloody with the dead 
body of tlic king, they acknowledged that the 
prophecy of Elijah was true, for the dogs 
licked his blood, and the harlots continued 
afterwards to wash themselves in that foun- 
tain ; but still he died at liamoth, as Micaiah 
had foretold. And as what things were fore- 
told should happen to Ahab by the two pro- 
phets came to pass, we ought thence to have 
high nations of God, and everywhere to ho- 
nour and W'orship him, and never to suppose 
that what is pleasant and agreeable is worthy 
of belief before what is true; and to esteem 
nothing more advantageous than the gift of 
prophecy, f and that foreknowledge of future 
events which is derived from it, since God 
sliows men thereby what w'c ought to avoid. 
We may also guess, from w'hat happened to 
this king, and have reason to consider the 
power of fate, that there is no way of avoid- 
ing it, even when we know it. It creeps 
upon human souls, and flatters them with 
pleasing hopes, till it leads tlieni about to the 
place where it will be loo hard for them. 
Accordingly Ahab appears to have been de« 
ceived thereby, till he disbelieved those that 
foretold his defeat ; but by giving credit to 
such as foretold what was grateful to him, 
w'as slain ; and his son Ahaziah succeeded 
him. 

+ We have here a very wise relU'Ction of Josephus 
about Divine Proviilence, and what is derlvcii from it, 
prophecy, ami the iucvituble certainty of its aceuni* 
plisnmeut; ami that when wicked nieu think they take 
pro)ier methods to elude wimt is denounced against 
them, and to escape the divine judgments thereby 
threatened them, without repentance, they are ever by 
Providence infatuated to bring about their own «tcfitruo- 
tion, and thereby withal to demonstrate the perfect vc* 
racily of that liod whose predictions they in vain en 
d ‘avour to elude. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF AHAB TO THE CAPTIVITY OF THE TFN 

TRIBES. 


CHAPTER I. 

CONCERNING JEHOSHAPHAT AGAIN; HOW HE 
CONSTITUTED JUDGES, AND, BY GOD’S AS- 
SISTANCE, OVERCAME HIS ENEMIES. 

§ 1. When Jchoshaphat the king was come 
to Jerusalem, from the assistance he had af- 
forded A hah, the king of Israel, when he 
fought with Bcnhadad, king of Syria, the pro- 
phet Jehu met him, and accused him for as- 
sisting Ahai), a man both impious and wick- 
ed ; and said to him, that God was displeased 
with him for so doing, but that he delivered 
him from the enemy, notwithstanding he had 
sinned, because of liis own proper disposition, 
which was good. Whereupon the king be- 
took himself to thanksgivings and sacrifices 
to God ; after which he presently went over 
all that country which he *’uled round about 
and taught the pcoj)lc, as well the laws which 
God gave them by Moses, as that religious 
worship was due to him. He also con- 
stituted judges in every one of the cities of 
his kingdom; and charged them to have re- 
gard to nothing so uuich in judging the mul- 
ti lule as to do justice, md not to be moved by 
bribes, nor by the dignity of men eminent for 
either their riches or their iiigli birth, but to 
distribute justice equally to all, as knowing 
that God is conscious of every secret action 
of theirs. When he had himself instructed 
them thus, and gone over every city of tlie 
two tribes, he returned to Jerusalem. He 
there also constituted judges out of the priests 
'nui the Levites, and principal persons of the 
multitude, and admonished them to pass all 
iheir sentences with care and justice.* And 
that if any of the people of his country had 
diflerences of great consequence, they should 
send them out of the other cities to these 

. • These judges, constituted by Jchoshaphat, were a 
Kind of Jerusalem Sanhedrim, out of the priests, the 
•^Pvites, and the principal of tlie people, both hero and 
» hron. xlx, 8 ; much hke the old Christian Judicatures 
Pie ® bishop, the presbyters, the deacons, and the peo 


[judges, who would be obliged to give right- 
eous sentences concerning such causes ; and 
this with the greater care, because it is pro- 
per that the sentences which arc given in that 
city wherein the temple of God is, and u here- 
in the king dwells, be given with groat care 
and the utmost justice. Now he set over 
them Amariah the priest, and Zebediah, [botli] 
of the tribe of Judah : and after this manner 
it was that the king ordered these afiairs. 

^2. About the same time the Moabites and 
Ammonites made an expedition against Jeho- 
shaphat, and took with them a great body of 
Arabians, and pitched their camp at Engedi, 
a city that is situate at the lake Asphaltitis, 
and distant three hundred furlongs from Je- 
rusalem. In that place grows the best kind 
of palm-trees, and the opobalsamum.f Now 
Jchoshaphat heard that the enemies had pass- 
ed over the lake, and had made an irruption 
into that country which belonged to his king- 
dom ; at which news he was affrighted, and 
called the people of Jerusalem to a congrega- 
tion in the temple, and standing over-against 
the temple itself, he called upon God to afford 
him power and strength, so as to inflict pu- 
nishment on those that made this expedition 
against them (for that those who built this bis 
temple had prayed that he would protect that 
city, and take vengeance on those that were 
so bold as to come against it) ; for they arc 
come to take from us that land which thou 
hast given us for a possession. When he had 
pray^ thus, he fell into tears ; and the whole 
multitude, together with their wives aadchil- 
dreii, made their supplications also : upon 
which a certain prophet, Jahaxiel by name, 
came into the midst of the assembly, and cried 
out, and spake both to the multitude and to 
tlie king, tliat God heard their prayers, and 
promised to fight against their enemies. He 
also gave order that the king should draw his 
forces out the next day, for that he should 
find them between Jerusalem and tlie ascent 

t Concerning this pretiious balnam, sec the note on 
Antiq. b. viii, cti. vi, sect. ^ 
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of Engedi, at a place called The Eminence^ 
and that he should not fight against them, hut 
only stand still, and see how God would fight 
agaii^st them. When the prophet had said 
this, both the king and the multitude fell 
on their faces, and gave thanks to God, and 
worshipped him : and the Levites continued 
singing hymns to God with their instruments 
of music. 

3. As soon as it was day, and the king was 
come into that wilderness which is under the 
city of Tckoa, he said to the multitude, “ that 
they ought to give credit to what the prophet 
had said, and not to set themselves in array 
for fighting ; but to set the priests with their 
trumpets, and the Levites with the singers of 
hymns, to give thanks to God, as having al- 
ready delivered our country from our ene- 
mies.** Tliis opinion of the king pleased [the 
people \ and they did what he advised tlieni 
to do. So God caused a terror and a com- 
motion to arise among the Ammonites, tvlio' 
thought one another to be enemies, and slcwj 
one another, insomuch that not one man out! 
of so great an army escaped ; and when Je- 1 
hoshaphat looked upon that valley wherein 
their enemies had been encamped, and saw it 
full of dead men, be rejoiced at so surprising : 
an event as was this assistance of God, while j 
no himself by his own power, and without 
their labour, had given them the victory. He 
also gave his army leave to take the prey of 
the enemy’s camp, and to spoil their dead , 
bodies ; and indeed so tliey did for three days 
together, till they were weary, so great was 
the number of the slain j and on the fourth 
day, all die people were gathered together, 
unto a certain hollow place or valley, and 
blessed God for his power and assistance ; 
from which the place had this name given it, 
the Valley of [ i?e?’ac/ra/i, or] Blessing, 

4. And when the king hud brought his 
army back to Jerusalem, he betook himself to 
celebrate festivals, and oflcr sacrifices, and 
this for many days ; and indeed, after tliis de- 
struction of their enemies, and when it came 
to the ears of the foreign nations, they w-ere 
all greatly affrighted, as supposing that God 
would openly fight for him hereafter. So 
Jehosbaphat from that time lived in great 
glory and splendour, on account of his right- 
cousness and his piety tow'ards Gud. He 
was also in friendship with Ahab’s son, who 
was king of Israel; and he joined with 
him in the building of ships that were to sail 
to Pontus and the traffic cities of Thrace;* 

• What are here Pontus and I’hrace, as the places 
whither Jchosli^hat’s fleet sailed, are in our other co- 
sies Ophir and Tarshlsh, and the piaw wlience it .<?ailed. 

Is in them Eziongeber, which lay on tJic Reti Sea, 
whence it was impossible for any ships to sail to Pontus 
or Thrace; so that Josephus's copy dilfercd fnun our 
other copies, as is farther plain from his own words, 
which render what we read, that * the ships were broken 
at Eziongeber, from their unwieldy greatnesi.’ liut so 
far we may conclude, thav Josephus thought one Uphir 
tn li|^SOinewhere in the Medite'- ru oan, and not in the] 


but he failed of his gains, for the ships were 
destroyed by being so great [and unwieldy] 
on which account he was no longer concern- 
ed about shipping. — And this is the history 
of Jehosbaphat, the king of Jerusalem. 


CHAPTER 11. 

CONCERNING AHAZIAH, THE KING OF ISRAEL 
AND AGAIN CONCERNING THE PEOPHET Eld 
JAH. 

§ 1. And now Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, 
reigned over Israel, and made bis abode in 
Samaria. He was a wicked man, and in all 
respects like to both his parents, and to Jero- 
boam, who first of all transgressed, and began 
to deceive the people. In the second year of 
his reign, the king of Moab fell off from his 
obedience, and left off paying those tributes 
which he before paid to bis father Ahab. Now 
it happened that Ahaziah, as be was coming 
down from the top of his house, fell down 
from it, and in his sickness sent to the Fly 
which was the god of Ekron, for that vvas this 
god’s name, to inquire about bis recoveryf*!- ; 
but the God of the Hebrews appeared to Eli- 
jah the prophet, and commanded him to go 
and meet tlie messengers that were sent, anu 
I to ask them, whether the people of Israel ham 
not a God q,f their own, that the king sent to 
a foreign god to inquire about his recovery ? 
and to bid them return and tell the king that 
he would not escape this disease. And when 
Elijah had performed what God had com- 
manded him, and the messengers had heard 
what he said, they returned to the king im- 
mediately ; and when the king wondered how 
they couhl return so soon, and ask them the 
reason of it, they said, that a certain man met 
theiiv and forbade them to go on any farther ; 
but to return and tell thee, from the command 
of the God of Israel, that this disease will have 
a bnd end. And when the king bade them 
describe the man that said this to them, they 
replied, that he was a hairy man, and was girt 
about with a girdle of leatlu .-. So the king 
understood by this that the inau who was de- 
scribed by the messengers was Elijolj ; where- 
upon he sent a captain to him, with fifty 
soldiers, and commanded them to bring Elijah 
to him ; and when the captuinHiiat was sent 
found Elijah sitting upon the top of a hill, ho 
commanded him to come down, and to come 
to the king, for so had he enjoined ; but that 
in case lie refused, he would carry him by 

South Sea, though t)erhui)s there might be another O- 
phir ill that .Soutii Sea also, anti that fleets might then 
sail tioth from Phoenicia and from the Red Sea, to fetch 
the gold of Ophir. 

t This Goa of Flies seems to have been so called, as 
was the like god among the Greeka, ft-om his »ur 
power over flies, In driving them away ffon the flesh of 
their sacrifices, which othci wise would have liecn tettf 
I troublesome to the: 
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force. Elijah said to him, “ That you may ! 
have a trial whether I be a true prophet, 1 will 
pray that fire may fall from heaven, and de- 
stroy both the soldiers and yourself.”* So he 
prayed, and a whirlwind of fire fell [from 
heavenl, and destroyed the cajitain and those 
that were with him. And when the king was 
informed of the destruction of these men, he 
was very angry, and sent another captain with 
the like number of armed men that were sent 
before. And when this captain also threatened 
the prophet, that unless he came down of his 
own accord, he would take him and carry him 
away; upon his prayer against him, the fire 
([from heaven] slew this captain as well as the 
other. And when, upon inquiry, the king was 
informed of what had happened to him, he sent 
out a third ciiptain. But when this cajUain, 
who w'as a wise man, and of a mild disposition, 
came to the place where Elijah liappened to be, 
and spake civilly to him, and said, tliathekneiv 
that it was without his own consent, and only in 
suhujission to the king’s command that he came 
to him ; and that those that came before did not 
come willingly, but on the same account, ~he 
therefore desired him to have pity on those 
armed men that were with him ; and that he 
would come down and follow him to the king. 
So Elijah accepted of his discreet words and 
courteous behaviour, and came down and 
followed him. And when he came to the king, 
he prophesied to him, and told him, tliat God 
suici, — “ Since thou hast despised him as not 
being God, and so unable to foretel the truth 
about thy distemper, but hast scat to the god 
of Ekron to inquire of him what will be the 
end of this thy distemper, know this, that thou 
shalt die.” 

2. Accordingly the k'ng in a very' little 
time died, a • Elijah had foretold ; but Je- 
horam his brother succeeded him in the king- 
dom, for lie died without cliiltlren ; but foi 
this Jeliorani, he wav like his father A hah ii 
wickedness, and reigned twelve years, indulg- 
ing himself in till sorts of wickedness and im- 


♦ It is commonly esteemed a very cruel action of 
Elijah, when he called for fi’-o from heaven, and am- 
sumed no fewer than two captains and a hundred sol- 
diers, and this for uo other crime than obeying the or- 
ders of their king, in attempting to seize him ; and it is 
owned by our .Saviour, that it was an instance of greater 
severity than the spirit of the New Testament allows, 
l.ukc ix, 54. But tiieu we must consider, that it is not 
unlikely tliat these captains and soldiers believed that 
they were sent to fetch the prophet, that he might he 
l)ut to death for fiirctclling the death of the king, and 
this while they know him to be the prmihet. of the true 
<iod, the Supreme King of Israel (fur l »cy were still 
Milder the theocracy), which w.w no less rlian impiety, 
ij'hellion, luid trecason, In the highest degree: nor would 
the command of a subaltern or inferior captain, contra- 
dicting the commands tif the general, when the captain 
f nd the soldiers both knew It to be so, as 1 suppose, jus- 
tity or excuse such gross rebellion and disobedience In 
soldiers at this day. Accordingly, when Saul oommand- 
w Ins guards to slay Ahimeledi and the priests at Nob, 
they knew it to be an unlawfiil command, and would 
not obey it, 1 Sam. xxii, 17- Krom which cases, both 
and soldiers may learn th it the commands of 
mcir leaders or kings cannot Justify or excuse' them in 
ttoing what is wicked in the sight of Ood, or in fighting 
an ui^ust cause when they know it so to be. 


liety towards God, for, leaving off his worship, 
lie worshipped foreign gods ; but in other re- 
flects lie was an active man. Now at this 
imeit was that Elijah disappeared from among 
men, and no one knows of his death to tliis 
i^ery day ; but he left behind him his disciple 
Elisha, as we have formerly declared. And 
indeed, as to Elijah, and as to Enoch, who 
was before the Deluge, it is written in the 
sacred books that they disappeared ; but so 
that nobody knew that they died. 


CHArTEU III. 

10W JORAM AND JEHOSIIAPIIAT MADE AN EX- 
PEDITION AGAINST THE MOABITES ; AS ALSO 
CONCERNING THE WONDERS OF ELISHA ; AND 
THE DEATH OF JEHOSIIAPHAT. 

§ 1. When Joram had taken upon him the 
kingdom, ho determined to make an expedi- 
tion against the king of Moab, whose name 
was Mosha; for, as wc told you before, he 
was departed from his obedience to his bro- 
ther [Ahaziah], while he paid to his father 
Ahab two hundred thousand sliecp, with their 
fieeces of wool. When therefore he had ga- 
thered his own army together, he sent also to 
Jehoshaphat, and entreated him, that since he 
had from the beginning been a friend to hi.v 
father, he would assist him in the war that he 
was entering into against the Moabites, who 
had departed from their oljedicnce, who not 
only himself promised to assist him, but would 
also oblige the king of Edom, w'Jio w'as under 
his authority, to make the same expedition 
also. When Joram had received these as- 
surances of assistance from Jehoshaphat, he 
took his army w'ith him, and came to Jeru- 
salem ; and when he had been sumptuously 
entertained by the king of Jerusalem, it w'as 
resolved upon by them to take their march a- 
guinst their enemies through the wilderness 
of Edom : and when they had taken a com- 
pass of seven days’ journey, they w’cre in dis- 
tress for want of water for tlie cattle and for 
the army, from the mistake of their roads by 
the guides that conducted them, insomuch 
that they were all in an agony, especially Jo- 
ram ; and cried to God, by reason of their 
sorrow', and [desired to know] what wicked- 
ness had been committed by them that induc- 
I e<l him to deliver three kings together, with- 
! out fighting, unto the king of Moab. But Je- 
i hoshaphat, w ho was a righteous man, encour- 
^aged iiiin, and bade him send to the camp 
and know whether any prophet of God was 
come along w'ith them, that w'e might by him 
I learn from God w'hat we should do. And 
I w’hen one of the servants of Joram said that 
he had seen there Elisha, the son of Siiaphat 
the disciple of Elijah, the three kings went to 
him at the entreaty of Jehoshaphat s and 
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when they were come at the prophet’s tent, as their enemies stood round about them, 


which tent was pitched out of the camp, they 
asked him, what would become of the army ? 
and Joramwas particularly very pressing with 
him about it. And when he replied to him, 
that he should not trouble him, but go to his 
father’s and his mother’s prophets, for they [to 
be sure] were true prophets, — he still desired 
him to prophesy, and to save them. So he 
swore by God that he would not answer him, 
unless it were on account of Jehosbaphat, 
who was a holy and righteous man : and 
when, at his desire, they brought him a man 
that could play on the psaltery, the divine 
spirit came upon him as the music played, 
and he commanded them to dig many trenches 
in the valley; for, said he, ‘Mhougli there 
appear neither cloud, nor wind, nor storm of 
rain, ye shall see this river full of water, till 
the army and the cattle he saved for you by 
drinking of it; nor will this he all the favour 
that you shall receive from God, hut you shall 
also overcome your enemies, and take (he best 
and strongest cities of the Moabites, and you 
shall cut down their fruit-trees,’^ and lay waste 
their country, and stop up their fountains and 
rivers.” 

2. When the prophet had said this, the 
next day, before the sun-rising, a great tor- 
rent ran strongly ; for God had caused it to 
rain very plentifully at the distance of three 
days’ journey into Edom, so that the army 
and the cattle found w'ater to drink in abun- 
dance. But when the Moabites heard that 
the three kings were coming upon them, and 
made their approach through the wilderness, 
the king of Moab gathered his army together 
presently, and commanded them to pitch their 
camp upon the mountains, that when the ene- 
my should attempt to enter their country, 
they might not he concealed from them. 
But when, at the rising of the sun, they saw 
the water in the torrent, for it was not far 
from the land of Moab, and that it was of 
the colour of blood, for at such a time the 
water especially looks red, by the shining of, 
the sun upon it, they formed a false notion ofj 
the state of their enemies, as if they had slain 
one another for thirst ; and that the river ran 
with their blood. However, supposing that 
this was the case, they desired their king 
would send them out to spoil their enemies ; 
whereupon they all went in haste, as to an 
advantage already gained, and came to the 
enemy’s camp, as supposing them destroyed 
already ; but their hope deceived them, for 

• This practice of cutting down, or plucking up by 

the roots, the fruit-trees, was forbidden, even in ordi- 

nary wars, by the law of Mose^, Deut. xx, 19, 20; and 
only alloweil by Ood in this particular case, when the 
Moabites were to be punished and cut off in an extra- 
ordinary manner for their wickedness. See Jcr. xlviii, 
11, 12, 15, and many the like firophecics against them. 
Nothing could therefore justify this practici. but a parti- 
cular oommisfdoti Arom 'Jlod by his prophet, as in the 
present ease, which was ever a Humeient warrant for 
wreaking any such ritual oi ccr law whatsoever. 


some of them were cut to pieces, and others 
of them were dispersed, and fled to their own 
country; and wlien the kings fell into the 
land of Moab, they overthrew' the cities that 
were in it, and spoiled their fields, and marred 
them, filling them with stones out of the 
brooks, and cut down the best of their trees, 
and stopped up their fountains of water, and 
overthrew their walls to their foundations ; 
but the king of Moab, when be was pursued, 
endured a siege, and seeing his city in dan- 
ger of being overthrown by force, made a 
sally, and went out with seven hundred men, 
in order to break through the enemy’s camp 
with his horsemen, on that side where the 
watch seemed to he kept most negligently ; 
and when, upon trial, he could not get away, 
for he lighted upon a place that was carefully 
watched, he returned into the city, and did a 
thing that showed despair, and the utmost 
distress; for he took his eldest son, who w'as 
to reign after him, and lifting him up upon 
the wall, that he might he visible to all the 
enemies, he offered him as a whole hurht- 
ofFcring to God, whom, when the kings saw, 
they commiserated the distress that was the 
occasion of it, and w'ere so aflectcd, in w'ay of 
humanity and pity, that they raised the siege, 
and every one returned to bis own house. 
So Jehosbaphat came to Jerusalem, and con- 
tinued in peace there, and outlived this ex- 
pedition but a little time, and then died, hav 
ing lived in all sixty years, and of them 
reigned twenty-five. He was buried in a 
magnificent manner in Jerusalem, for he had 
imitated the actions of David. 


CHAPTER IV. 

JEHORA.M SUCCEEDS JEHOSHAPHAT : HOW JO- 
RAM, HIS NAMESAKE, KIVU OF ISRAEf-, 
FOUGHT WITH THE SYRIANS ; AND WHAT 
WONDERS WERE DONE BY THE PROPHET 
ELISHA. 

§ 1. Jehoshapuat Imd a good number of 
children ; but he appointed his eldest son, Jc- 
liorain, to be his successor, wlio had the same 
name with his mother’s brother, that was 
king of Israel, and the son o/' Ahab. Now 
when the king of Israel was come out of the 
land of Moab to Samaria, he had with him 
Elisha the prophet, whose acts ! have a mind 
to go over particularly, for they were illustri- 
ous, and worthy to he related, as we have 
them set down in the sacred books. 

2. For they say that the widow of Oba- 
diah,j* * Allah’s steward, came to him, and said, 

That this woman who cried to Eliiha, and vb® *** 
our Bible is styVed ‘ the wife of one of the sons of I'W 
prophets/ 2 Kings Iv. 1, no otHfer than tt«e wloi 
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that he was not ignorant how her husband 
had preserved the prophets that were to be 
slain by Jezebel, the wife of Ahab ; for she 
said that he hid a hundred of them, and had 
borrowed money for their maintenance, and 
that, after her husband's death, she and her 
children were carried away to be made slaves 
by the creditors ; and she desired of him to 
have mercy upon her on account of what her 
husband did, and aflford her some assistance. 
And when he asked her what she had in the 
house, she said, Nothing but a very small 
quantity of oil in a cruise." So the prophet 
bid her go away, and borrow a great many 
empty vessels of her neighbours, and when 
she had shut her chamber-door, to pour the j 
oil into them all ; for that God would fill them ' 
full. And when the woman had done what 
she was commanded to do, and bade her chil- 
dren bring every one of the vessels, and all 
were filled, and not one left empty, she came 
to the prophet, and told him that they were . 
all full ; upon which he advised her to go 
away, and sell the oil, and pay the creditors 
what was owing to them, for that there would 
be some surplus of the price of the oil, which 
she might make use of for the maintenance 
of her children : — and thus did Klisha dis- 
charge the woman’s debts, and free lier from 
the vexation of her creditors. 

3. Elisha also sent a hasty message to Jo- 
ram,* and exhorted him to take care of that 

of Obadiah, the good steward of Ahab, is confirmed by 
the Chaldee paraidirast, and by the Uahbins and others. 
Nor is iliat unlikely which Joseitiius here adds, tliat 
these debts were eontracted by her husband for the sup* 
ort of those ‘ hundred of the Lord’s prophets, whom 
e mauitidtied by fifty in a cave,' in the nays ot' Ahab 
and JeztdK l, I Kinss xviii, -t ; wliieh circumstance ren- 
dered it hij*hly fit inal: the pronhet Elisha should pro- 
vide her a rcineily, and enable* her to redeem herself 
an<l her sons froin the fear of that slavery which itisol. 
vent debit rs wt.TO liable to by the law of Moses, l.evit. 
XX.V, rd) ; Matt, xviii, ; which he did accordingly, 
with tiod’s help, at the expense of a miracle. 

» Dr. Hudson, with very good reason, suspects, that 
there is no small defect in our present copies of Jose- 
phus, just Ix'fore the beginning of this section; and 
ehiclly, ns to the distinct account wliich lie had given 
us reason to expect in the first section, anci to which he 
seems to refer (i h. viii, set . C), concerning the glorious 
miraeics which Klisha wrouglit, which indeed in our 
Bibles arc not a few (2 Kings iv, to ix); but of which 
we have several omitted in Josephus’s present conics. 
One of those histories, omitted at present, was evident- 
ly in his Bible, I mean that of the curing of Naaman’s 
leprosy (2 Kings v.) ; for he plainly alludeR to it (b. iii, 
ch. xl, sect. 4), where he observes, that ** there were 
lepers in many nations who yet have been in honour, 
and not only free from reproach and avtriilancc, but 
w'no have been great ctiptains of armies, lad been m- 
trusted with high offices in the commonwealth, and have 
had the privil^eof entering into holy places and tem- 
ples.” But what makes me must to regr -t the want of 
that history in our present copies of Josephus, is this, 
that wc have here, as it is commonly understood, one 
of the greatest ditlicultics in all the Bible, that in 2 
Kings V, 18, 19, where Naaman, after he had been mi- 
raculously cured by a prophet of the true Oixi, and had 
thereupon proniisM (vcr. 17), that •* he would hence- 
turth offer neither bumt-olTeriDgs nor sacriflou untoother 
goiis, but unto the Lord, adds, in this thing the Lord 
pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the 
nouw of Kimmon to worship there, and Tie icaneth on 
roy hands, and I bow down myself in the house of Rim- 
mon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing; and 
JJisha said. Go in peace.” This looks lika a prophol's 
^rmlMion for being partaker in i^laiiy Itself, out of 
««nphaiiee with an idolatrous court. 
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place, for that therein were some Syrian^ lying 
in ambush to kill him. So the king did as tlie 
prophet exhorted him, and avoided his going 
a-hunting; and when Benhadad missed of 
the success of his lying in ambush, he was 
w roth with his own servants, as if they had be- 
trayed his arnbushment to Joram ; and he sent 
for them, and said they were the betrayers of 
his secret counsels ; and he threatened that he 
would put them to death, since such their 
practice was evident, because he bad entrusted 
this secret to none but them, and yet it was 
made known to his enemy : and when one that 
was present said, that he should not mistake 
himself, nor suspect that they had discovered 
to his enemy his sending men to kill him, but 
that he ought to know that it was Elisha the 
prophet who discovered all to him, and laid 
open all his counsels. So he gave order that 
they should send some to learn in what city 
Elisha dwelt. Accordingly, tliose that were 
sent brought word that he was in Dothan ; 
wherefore Benhadad sent to that city a great 
army, with horses and chariots, to take Elisha ; 
so they encompassed the city round about by 
night, and kept him therein confined ; but 
when the prophet’s servant in the morning 
perceived this, and that Ins enemies sought to 
take Elisha, he cainc running, and crying out 
after a disordered manner to him, and told him 
of it ; but he encouraged him, and bade him 
not be afraid, aud to despise the enemy, and 
trust in the assistance of God, and was himself 
without fear ; and he besought God to make 
manifest to his servant his power and presence, 
so far as was possible, in order to the inspiring 
him with hope and courage. Accordingly, 
God heard the prayer of the prophet, and made 
the servant see a multitude of chariots and 
horses encompassing Elisha, till he laid aside 
his fear, and his courage revived at the sight 
of what he supposed was come to their assist- 
ance. After this Elisha did farther entreat 
God, that he would dim the eyes of their ene- 
mies, and cast a mist before them, whereby 
they might not discern him. When this was 
done, he went into the midst of his enemies, 
and asked them who it was that tliey came to 
seek ; and when they replied, “ The prophet 
Elisha," he promised he would deliver him to 
them, if they would follow him to the city 
where he was. So these men were so darkened 
by God in their sight and in their mind, that 
tliey followed him very diligently ; and when 
Elisha had brought them to Samaria, he order- 
ed Joram the king to shut the gates, and to 
place his own army round about them ; and 
prayed to God to clear the eyes of these their 
enemies, and take the mist from before them. 
Accordingly, when they were freed from the 
obscurity they had been in, they saw them- 
selves in the midst of their enemies ; and as 
the Syrians were strangely amazed and dis* 
tressed, as was but reasonable, at an action so 
divine and surprising; and as king Joram 
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asked the prophet if be would give him leave 
to shoot at them, Elisha forbade him so to 
do ; and said, that ** it is just to kill those 
that are taken in battle ; but that these men 
nad done the country no harm, but, without 
knowing it, were come thither by the Divine 
Power;” — so that his counsel was to treat 
them in an hospitable manner at his table, and 
then send them away witJmut hurting them. • 
Wherefore Joram obeyed the prophet; and 
when he had feasted tlie Syrians in a splendid 
and magnificent manner, he let them go to 
Benhadad, their king. 

4. Now when these men were come back, 
and had showed Beiihaded how strange an 
accident had befallen them, and what an ap> 
pcarancc and power they had experienced of 
the God of Israel, he wondered at it, as also 
at that proplu't with whom God was so evi- 
dently present ; so he determined to make no 
more secret attempts upon the king of Israel, 
out of fear of Elisha, but resolved to make 
open war with them, ns supposing he could 
be too hard for his enemies by the multitude 
of his army and power. So he made aft ex- 
pedition with a great army against Joram, 
who, not thinking himself a match for him, 
shut himself up in Samaria, and depended on 
the strength of its walls ; but Benhaded sup- 
posed he should take the city, if not by his 
engines of war, yet that he sliould overcome 
the Samaritans by famine, and the want of 
necessaries, and brought his army upon them, 
and besieged the city; and the plenty of ne- 
cessaries was brought so low with Joram, that 
from the extremity of want, an ass’s head was 
sold in Samaria for fourscore pieces of silver; 
und the Hebrews bought a sextary of dove’s 
dung, instead of salt, for five pieces of silver. 
Now Joram was in fear lest somebody should 
betray the city to tlic enemy, by reason of the 
famine, and went every clay round the walls 
and the guards, to see whether any such were 
concealed among them; and by being thus 
seen, and taking such care, he deprived them 
of the opportunity of contriving any such 
thing ; and if they iiad a mind to do it, he by 
this’ means prevented them ; but upon a cer- 
tain woman’s crying out, Have pity on me, 
my Lord,” while lie thought that she was a- 
bout to ai'k for somewhat to eat, he imprecat- 
ed God’s curse upon her, and said, he had 
neither thrashing-iloor nor wine-press, whence 
he might give her any thing at her petition. 
Upon which she said, she did not desire his 
aid in any such thing, nor trouble him about 
food, but desired that he would do her justice 
IM to another woman ; and when be bade her 


say on, and let him know wliat she desired, 
she said, she had made an agreement with the 
other woman, who was her neighbour and her 
friend, that because the famine and the want 
was intolerable, they should kill their children, 
each of them having a son of their own, ** and 
vve will live upon them ourselves for two days, 
—the one clay upon one son, and the other 
day upon the other; and,” said she, ** I have 
killed my son the first day, and we lived upon 
my son yesterday ; but this other woman will 
not do the same thing, but hath broken hei 
agreement, and hath hit! her son.” This story 
mightily grieved Joram when he heard it ; so 
he rent his garment, and cried out with a loud 
voice, and conceived great wrath against Eli- 
sha the prophet, and set himself eagerly to 
have him slain, bcoause he did not pray to 
God to provide them some exit and way of 
escape out of the miseries with which they 
were surrounded ; and sent one away imme- 
diately to cut of! his head, who made haste 
(to kill the prophet; but Elisha was not unac- 
I quainted with the wrath of the king against 
him ; for as he sat in his house by himself, 
with none but his disciples about him, he told 
them that Joram, -f* who was the son of a mur. 
dcrer, had sent one to take away his head; 
'* but,” said he, when he that is command- 
ed to do this comes, take care that you do no* 
let him come in, but press the door against 
him, and hold him fast there, for the king 
himself will follow him, and come to me, 
having altered his mind.” Accordingly, the v 
did as they were bidden, when he that was 
sent by the king to kill Elisha came; but Jo- 
ram repented of his wrath against tht; pro- 
phet ; and for fear he that was conunaiuliil 
to kill him should have done it before he came, 
he made haste to hinder his slaughter, and to 
save the. prophet: and when he came to him, 
he accused him tlmt he did not pray to God 
for their deliverance from the miseries tlioy 
now lay under, but saw them so sadly destroy- 
ed by them. Hereupon Elisha promised, 
that the very next day, at the very same hour 
in which the king came to him, they should 
have great plenty of food, and that two seahs 
of barley should be sold in tlic market for a 
shekel, and a scab of fine flour sliould he sold 
for a shekel. This prediction made Joram, 
and those that were present, very joyful, for 
they did not scruple believiqg what the pro- 
phet said, on account of the experience they 
had of the truth of his former predictions; 
and the expectation of plenty made the want 
they were in that day, with the uneasiness 


* Upon occasion of this stratagem of Elisha, in Jo- 
lephus, wc may take notice, that ^though Josephus was 
one of the neatest lovers (if irulh in the world ; yet, in 
a just war, nc seems to have had no inan ier of scruple 
upon him, by all such stratagems possible, to deceive 
pUbiUeaiutmies. See this Josephi*K*s fiecounlot Jeremiah’s 
polition on the great incii t.iie Jews in somewhat a 

House, Antiq. E x, ch* vii, necL ti i Sam. vvi. 16. Arc. 


t This son of a murderer was Joram, the son of Ahab» 
horn Ahab slew, or permitted his wife Jeaebel to stay, 
the Ixird’s prophets, and Naboth (1 Kings xvhl, 4; 

19); and he is here called by this name, 1 
cause he had now also himself sent an officer to mimlw 
him ; yet U Josephus’s account of Joram’s conungmm 
self at last, as re^nting of his W 

more probable than that In opr copies * Kings 
which rather Implies the eontnry. 
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tliat accoTnpanied it, appear a light thing to 
them ; but the captain of the third band, who 
was a friend of the king, and on whose hand 
the king leaned, said, “ Thou talkest of in- 
credible things, O prophet! for as it is im- 
possible for God to pour down torrents of bar- 
ley, or fine flour, out of Heaven, so is it im- 
possible tiiat what thou sayest should come to 
pass.” To which the prophet made this re- 
ply : — * Thou shalt see these things come to 
pass, but thou shalt not be in the least a par- 
taker of them. ’ 

5. Now what Elisha had thus foretold 
came to ])ass in the manner following: — 
There was a law at Samaria,* that those that 
had the leprosy, and whose bodies were not 
cleansed from it, should abide without the 
city. And there were four men that on this 
account abode before the gates, while nobody 
gave them any food, by reason of the extremi- 
ty of the famine ; and as they were prohibit- 
ed from entering into the city by the law, and 
they considered that if they were permitted 
to enter, they would miserably perish by the 
famine ; as also, that if they staid where they 
were, they should sutVer in the same manner, 
— they resolved to (leliver themselves up to 
the enemy, that in case they should spare 
them, they should live ; but if they should be 
killed, that would be an easy death. So when 
they had ronlinned this their resolution, they 
came by night to the enemy’s camp. Now 
God had begun to allright and disturb the 
Syrians, and to bring the noise of chariots 
and armour to their ears, as though an army 
we''e coming upon them, and had made them 
suspect tliat it was coming nearer and nearer 
to them. In short, they were in such a dread 
of this army, that they left their tents, and 
rail together t»; Beiihadad, and said, that Jo- 
ram, the king of Iiiracl. had hired for auxil- 
iaries bctli the king A Egypt and the king of 
the Islands, and led them against them ; for 
they heard the noise of them as they were 
coming ; and Benhadad believed what they 
said (for there came thv. same noise to his ears 
as well as it did to theirs) ; so they fell into a 
mighty disorder and tumult, and left their 
horses and beasts in tlieir camp, w'ith immense 
riches also, and betook themselves to flight. 
And those lepers who had departed from Sa. 
maria, and were gone to the camp of the Sy- 
rians, of whom we made mention a little be- 
fore, when they vfere in the camp, saw' nothing 
hut great quietness and silence ; -.ccordingly 
they entered into it, and w ent hastily into one 
of their tents; and when they saw noboily 
tlierc, they eat and drank, and carried gar- 
^Tf^ents, and a great quantity of gold, and hid 
*t out of the camp ; after which they went 
into another tent, and carried ott' w'hat was in 
•b as they did at the former, and this did they 

* This law of the Jews for the rxclusion of lepers 
owt of the camp in the wildeniesN, and out of cities In 
^udea. u a known one, Lev. xiil, 46; Nuxn. v, 1—4. 


for several times, without the least interrup- 
tion from any body ; so they gathered thereby 
that the enemies were departed ; whereupon 
they reproached themselves that they did not 
inform Joram and the citizens of it. So they 
came to the walls of Samaria, and called 
aloud to the watchmen, and told them in what 
state the enemies were, as did these tell the 
king’s guards, by whose means .Toram came 
to know of it ; who then sent for his friends, 
and the captains of liis host, and said to them, 
that he suspected that this departure of the 
king of Syria was by way of ambush and 
treachery ; and that out of despair of ruin- 
tig you by famine, when you imagine them 
to be fled away, you may come out of the 
city to sjioil their camp, and iie may then fall 
upon you on a sudden, and may both kill 
you, and take the city without fighting; — 
whence it is that I exhort you to guard the 
city carefully, and by no means to go out of 
t, or proudly to despise your enemies, as 
though they w’cre really gone aw’ay.” And 
when a certain person said, that he did very 
w ell and wisely to admit such a suspicion, but 
that he :M^ill advised him to send a couple of 
horsemen to search all the country as far as 
Jordan, that “ if they were seized by an am- 
bush of the enemy, they might be a security 
to your army, that they may not go out as if 
they suspected nothing, nor undergo the like 
misfortune ; and,” said he, those horsemen 
maybe numbered among those that have died 
by the famine, supposing they be caught and 
destroyed by the enemy.” So the king was 
pleased with this opinion, and sent such as 
might search out the truth, who performed 
their journey over a road that was w'ithoiit 
any enemies ; but found it full of provisions, 
and of w'eapons, that they had therefore 
thrown away, and left behind them, in order 
to their being light and expeditious in their 
flight. When the king heard this, he sent 
out the iniiltiUide to t.ike the spoils of the 
camp ; which gains of theirs were not of 
things of small value ; hut they took a great 
quantity of gold, and a great quantity of sil- 
ver, and Hocks of all kinds of cattle. They 
also possessed themselves of [so many] ten 
thousand measures of w’heat and barley, as 
they never in the least dreamed of; and w'ere 
not only freed from their former miseries, hut 
had such plenty, that tw'o seahs of barley 
were bought for a shekel, ami a scab of fine 
flour for a shekel, according to the prophecy 
of Elisha. Now a scab is equal (o an Italian 
modius and a half. The captain of the third 
band was the only man that received no be- 
nefit by this plenty ; for as he was appointed 
by the king to oversee the gate, that he might 
prevent the too great crowd of the multitude, 
and they might not endanger one another to 
perish, by treading on one another in the press, 
he suflered himself in that very way, and died 
in that very manner, as Elisha had foretidd 
R 
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thiir his death, when be alone of them all dis- this day as gods, by reason of their benefac- 
believed what be said concerning that plenty tions, and their building them temples, by 
of provisions which they sliould soon have, which they adorned the city of the Damas- 
6. Hereupon, when Benhadad, the king of cens. They also every day do with great 
Syri;>, had escaped to Damascus, and under- pomp pay their worship to these king8,f and 
stood that it was God himself that cast all his value themselves upon their antiquity; nor 
army into this fear and disorder, and that it do they know that these kings are much later 
did not arise from the invasion of enemies, he than they imagine, and that they are not yet 
was mightily cast down at his having God so eleven hundred years old. Now when Jo- 
greatly for his enemy, and fell into a distem- ram, the king of Israel, heard that Benhadud 
per. Now it happened that Elisha the pro- was dead, he recovered out of the terror and 
phet, at that time, was gone out of his owm dread ho had been in on his account, and was 


country to Damascus, of which Benliadad 
was informed : he sent HazacI, the most 
faithful of all his servants, to meet him, and 
to carry him presents ; and bade him inquire 
of him about his distemper, and whether he 
should escape the danger that it threatened. 
So Hazael came to Elislia with forty camels, 
that carried the best and most precious fruits 
that tlie country of Damascus allordeil, as 
well as those which the king’s palace suj»- 
plied. He saluted him kindly, and said, I 
that he was sent to him by king Benliadad, 
and brought presents w ith him, in order to ! 
inquire concerning his distemper, whether he i 
should recover from it or not. Whereupon ! 
the prophet, hade him tell the king no melan- | 
choly new's ; but still he said he would die. ' 
So the king’s servant was troubled to hear it; 
and Elisha wept also, and his tears ran down 
plenteously at his foresight of what miseries 
ills people would undergo after tiie death of 
Benliadad; and when Hazael asked him' 
what was the occasion of this confusion he 
w'as in, he said, that he wept out of commiser- 
ation for the multitude of the Israelites, and ! 
what terrible miseries they will suffer by 
thee; “for lliou wilt slay the strongest of 
them, and wilt Inirii their strongest cities, and 
wilt destroy their children, and dash them 
against the stones, and wilt rip up their wo- 
men with child.” And when Hazael said, | 
“ How can it be tliat 1 should have pow’er 
enough to do such things the prophet re- 
plied, that God had informed him that he 
should be king of Syria. So when Hazael 
was come to Betihadad, he told him good 
news concerning his distemper;* hut on the 
next day he spread a w et cloth, in the nature 
of a net, over him, and strangled him, and 
took his dominion. He w’as an active mar 
and had the good- will of the Syrians, and of 


very glad fo live in peace. 


CHAPTER V. 

CONCERNING THE WICKEDNESS OF JEHORAM, 
i KING OF JERUSALEM; HIS DEFEAT, AND 
DEATH. 

§ 1. Now Jehorain, the king of Jerusalem, 
for wc have said before that he had the same 
name with the king of Israel, as soon as he 
had taken the government upon him, betook 
himself to the slaughter of his brethren and 
his father’s friends, who were governors un- 
der him, and thence made a beginniiig and a 
demonstration of his wickedness; nor was he 
at all better than those kings of Israel who at 
first transgressed against tlie laws of their 
eounlry, and of the Hebrews, and against 
God’s worship : and it was Athalia, tli 
d lighter of Aluib, whom he had married, 
w'ho taught him to be a bad man is other 
respects, and also to worship foreign gods. 
Now God would not quite root out this fa- 
mily, because of the pioinise he had made to 
David. However, Jelioranidid not leave olf 
the introduction of new sorts of customs to 
llie propagation of impiety, and to the ruin 
of the customs of his own country. And 
when ♦he Edomites about that time had re- 
volted from iiim, and slain their former king, 
who was in subjection to bis father, and had 
set up one of their own choosing, Jehorain 
fell upon the land of Edom, with the horse- 
men that were about him, and the chariots, 
by night, and destroyed those that lay near 
to his own kingdom ; but did not proceci^ 
farther. However, this expedition did him 


the people of Damascus, to a great degree ; 
by whom both Benliadad liiinself, and Ha- 
zael, who ruled after him, are honoured to 

♦ Since Elijah did not live to anoint Iluzael king of 
Syria himself, as he was empowered to do (I Kings xix, 
15), it was most probably now done, in his name, by 
his servant and successor Elisha; nor does it seem to 
me otherwise but that Uinhadad immediately recoven'd 
of his disease, as the prophet foretold ; ;r.Kl that Hazael, 
upon his being juiointed to udoed him, though he 
ought to have staid till he died by the course of nature, 
or some other way of divine pv-.i..;- nt, as did David 
for many years in the like case, wa.. <• impatient, and 
the very next day iinothercd or stj angled niin, in order 
4o cope directly to the suaession. 


f What M. Le Clerc pretends Mfere, that it is more 
probable tliat Hazael and his son were worshipped by 
the Syrians and people of Damascus till the days of Jo 
sephus, than Benhadad and Hazael, because under lleii- 
hadad they h.'id greatly suffered, and because it is al* 
most incredible tnat both a king luid that king’s 
derer should be worshipped by the same Syrians, is ot 
little force against those recorJs, out of which Josephus 
drew this history, especially when it is likely that they 
thought Bcnhaclad aied ot the distemper he labourca 
under, and not by Hazael's treachery. Besides, 
reason that Josephus gives for tliis adoration, that Uie.« 
two kings had been great benefactors to the inhabltanw 
of Damascus, and had built them temples, is too to 
mote from the iKilitical suspicions of Le Clerc; 
ought such weak suspicions to be deemed of any 
against aumentic testimonies of antiquity. 
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no service, for they all revolted from him;, 
with those that dwelt in the country of Lib- 
nah. He was indeed so mad as to compel 
the people to go up to the high places of the 
mountains, and worship foreign gods. 

2. As he was doing this, and had entirely 
cast his own country laws^out of his mind, 
there was brought him an epistle from Eli- 
jah the prophet,* which declared, that God 
would execute great judgments upon him, 
because he had not imitated his own fathers, 
but had followed the wicked courses of the 
kings of Israel ; and h^d compelled the tribe 
of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem to 
leave the holy worship of their own God, and 
to worship idols, as Aliab had compelled the 
Israelites to do, and because he Jiad slain his 
brethren, and the men that were good and 
righteous. And the prophet gave him notice 
in this epistle W'hat piiniKliment he should 
undergo for these crimes, namely, the destruc- 
tion of his people, with the corruption of the 
king's own wives and children ; and that he 
should himself die of a distemper in his bow- 
els, with long torments, those his bowels fall- 
ing out by the violence of the inward rotten- 
ness of the parts, insomuch that, though he 
see his own misery, he shall not be able at 
all to lielp himself, but shall die in that man- 
ner. This it was which Elijah denounced to 
'lim in that epistle. 

'3. It was not long after this that an army 
of those Arabians liuit lived near to Ethiopia, 
and of the Philistines, fell upon the kingdom 
of Jehoram, and spoiled the country and the 
king’s house ; moreover, they slew his sons 
And his wives ; one only of his sons was left 
him, who escaped i lie enemy; his name was 
Ahaziah ; after which calamity, he himself 
fell into that disease whicli was foretold by 
the prophet, and lasted a great w hile (for God 
inflicted this punishment upon him in his 
belly, out of his wrath against him), and so he 
died miserably, and saw hi; own bowels fall 
out. 'riio people also abused his dead body; 
I suppose it w'as because they thought that 
such his death came upon him by the wrath 
of God, and tiiat therefore he was not worthy 
to partake of such a funeral as became kings. 
Accordingly, they neither buried hjw in the 
‘icpulchres of his fathers, nor vouchsafed him 
«niy honours, but buried him liken private man, 
^nd tiiis when he Jiad lived forty years, and 
reigned eight ; and the people of Jerusalem 
delivered the government to his son Ahaziah. 


* This epistle, in some copies of Josephus, is said to 
nie fo Joram from Elifah. with this addition. ** for 


he was 


yet upon earth which could not be true of 


agree, was cone from the earth 
KHsiv before, and could only iw true of 

than •>! perhaps is there any more mystery here, 
info Elijah has very anciently crept 

nit? Elisha, by the copiers, there be- 

jah any copy of that epistle peculiar to Eli- 


CHAPTER VI. 

HOW JKHU WAS ANOINTED KING, AND SLEW 

BOTH JOBAM AND AHAZIAH ; AS ALSO 

WHAT HE DID FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF 

THE WICKED. 

§ 1 Now Joram, the king of Israel, after the 
dcatli of Benhadad, hoped that he might now 
take Ilamoth, a city of Gilead, from the Sy- 
rians. Accordingly, he made an expedition 
against it, with a great army; but as he was be- 
iieging it, an arrow was shot at him by one or 
the Syrians, but the wound was not mortal ; so 
he returned to have his wound healed in Jez- 
reel, but left his whole army in Ramoth,— 
and Jehu, the son of Nimshi, for their general; 
for he had already taken the city by force ; 
and he proposed, after he was healed, to make 
war with the Syrians; but Elisha the prophet 
sent one of his disciples to Ilamoth, and gave 
him holy oil to anoint Jehu, and to tell him 
that God had chosen him to be their king. 
He also sent him to say other things to him, 
and bade him to take his journey as if he fled, 
that when he came away he might escape tlie 
knowledge of all men. So when he was 
come to the city, he found Jehu sitting in the 
midst of the captains of the army, as Elisha 
had foretold he should find him. So he came 
up to him, and s;iid that he desired to speak 
with him about certain matters ; and when 
he was arisen, and had followed him into an 
inward chamber, the young man took the oii, 
and poured it on his head, and said that God 
ordained him to he king, in order to his de- 
stroying the house of Aliub, and that he might 
revenge the blood of the prophets that were 
unjustly slain by Jezebel, that so their house 
might utterly perish, as those of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat and of Baasha had perished 
for their wickedness, and no seed might re- 
main of Ahah’s family. So when he had 
said this, he went away hastily out of the 
chamber, and endeavoured not to be seen by 
any of the army. 

2. But Jehu came out, and went to the 
place where he before sat with the captains; 
and when they asked him, and desired him 
to tell them wherefore it was that this young 
man came to him, and added withal that 
he was mad, — he replied, “ You guess right; 
for the words he spake were the words of 
a madman — and w hen they were eager 
about the mutter, and desired he wouM tell 
tlieni, he Riswered, that God had said he had 
chosen him to be king over the midtitude. 
When he had said this, every one of them put 
oft' his garment, f and strewed it under him, 
and blew with trumpets, and gave notice that 

f Spanheiin here notes, that this putting ofTmen’s gar- 
ments, and strewing tlicra under a king, was an eastern 
custom, which he had elsewhere explained. 
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Jehu was king. So when he had gotten the 
army together, he was preparing to set out 
immediately against Joram, at the city of 
Jezreel, in which city, as wc said before, he 
was healing of the wound which he had re- 
ceived in the siege of Ramoth. It happened 
also that Ahaziah, king of Jerusalem, was now 
come to Joram, for he was his sister’s son, as 
we have said already, to see how he did after 
his wound, and this upon account of their kin- 
dred : but as Jehu was desirous to fall upon 
Joram and those with him on the sudden, he 
desired that none of the soldiers might run 
away and tell to Joram what had happened, for 
that this would be an evident demonstration 
of their kindness to him, and would show that 
their real inclinations were to make him king. 

3. So they were pleased wdth what he 
did, and guarded the roads, lest somebody 
should privately tell the thing to those that 
were at Jezreel. Now Jehu took his choice 
horsemen, and sat upon his chariot, and 
went on for Jezreel ; and when he was come 
near, the watchman whom Joram had set 
there to spy out such as came to the city, 
saw Jehu marching , and told Joram that 
he saw a troop of horsenxju marching on. 
Upon winch be immediately gave orders, that 
one of his h< should be sent out to 

meet lliem, and to know w'I»o it was that was 
coming. So when the horseman came up to 
Jehu, lie asked him in what condition tlio army 
was, for that the king wanted to know it; but 
Jehu bade him not at all to meddle with such 
matters, but to follow him. When the watch- 
man saw this, he told Joram that the horse- 
man had mingled himself among the com- 
pany, and came along with them. And when 
the king had sent a second messenger, Jehu 
commanded him to do as the former did ; and 
as soon as the watchman told this also to Jo- 
rara, he at last got upon his chariot himself, 
together wdth Ahaziah, the king of Jerusa- 
lem ; for, as we said before, he was there to 
see how Joram did, after he had been wound- 
ed, as being his relation. So he went out to 
meet Jehu, who marched slowly,^ and in good 
order ; and when Joram met him in the held 
of Naboth, he asked him if all things were 
well in the camp ; but Jehu reproached him 
bitterly, and ventured to call his mother a 
witch and a harlot. Upon this the king fear- 
ing what he intended, and suspecting I>e had 
no good meaning, turned his ciiariot about as 
soon as he could, and said to Ahaziah, “We 
are fought against by deceit and treachery.** 

• Our copies say that this driving uMhe chariots 

was like the driving of Jehu, the sou of Nimshi ; for 
he driveth furiously,” t Kings ix, 20; whereas Jose- 
phus's copy, as he understood It, was tliis, that, on the ' 
contrary, Jehu marohed slowl> , and in gootl order. Nor ! 
can it be denied, that since lltere was an interval enough ' 
forking Joram to send out two lu. cmen, one after 
another, to Jehu, and at length to go out with king 
Ahaziah to meet him, and all this after he was come 
within sight of the watchman, and before he was come 
to Jezreel, the probability is groatly on the side of Jo- 
sephus’s copy or interpretation. 


But Jebu drew bis bow, and smote him, the 
arrow going tlirough his heart: so Joram fell 
down immediately on his knee, and gave up 
the ghost. Jebu also gave orders to Bidkar, 
the captain of the third part of his army, to 
cast the dead body of Joram into the field of 
Naboth, putting kim in mind of the prophecy 
w'hich Elijah prophesied to Ahab his father, 
when he liad slain Naboth, that both he and 
his family should perish in that place ; for 
that as they sat behind A hub’s chariot, they 
heard the prophet say so, and that it was now 
come to pass according to his prophecy. U})- 
on the fall of Joram, Ahaziah was afraid of 
his own life, and turned his chariot into ano- 
ther road, supposing he should not be seen by 
Jehu ; but he followed after him, and over- 
took him at a certain acclivity, and drew liis 
bow, and wounded him ; so he left his chariot, 
and got uy)on his horse, and fled from Jehu 
to Meguldo ; and though he was under care, 
in a little time he died of that wound, and 
was carried to Jerusalem, and buried there, 
after he had reigned one year, and had proved 
a wicked man, and worse than his father. 

4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezreel, 
Jezebel adorned herself and stood upon a 
tower, and said, he was a fine servant that 
had killed his master! And when he looked 
up to lier, he asked who she wa.“, and coiu- 
inanded her to come dow-n to him. At last 
he ordered the eunuchs to tlirow her down 
from the tower; and l)cing throw’u dow-n, 
she besprinkled the wall with her blood, and 
was trodden upon by the horses, and so died. 
When this was done, Jehu came to the pa- 
lace with his friends, and took some refresh- 
inent after his journey, botli with other things, 
and by eating a meal. He also bade his ser- 
vants to take lip Jezebel and bury her, be- 
cause of the nobility of her blood, for she was 
descended from king.s; but those that were 
appointed to bury her found nothing else re- 
maining but the extreme parts of her l)ody, 
for all the rest were eaten by dogs. When 
Jehu heard this, he admired the prophecy of 
Elijah, for he foretold that she should pcrisl) 
in this manner at Jezreel. 

5. Now Ahab had seventy sons brought up 
in Samaria. So Jehu sent two epistles, the 
one to them that brought up the children, tlic 
other to the rulers of Samaria, whicJi said, that 
they should set up the mos| valiant of Aliab’s 
sons for king, for that they had abundance of 
chariots, and liorses, and armour, and a great 
army, and fenced cities, and that by so doing 
they might avenge the murder of Ahab. This 
he wrote to try the intentions of those of S.^- 
maria. Now when the rulers, and those that 
had brought up the children, had read the 
letter, they were afraid ; and considering that 
they were not at all able to oppose him, who 
had already subdued two very great kings, 
they returned him this answer That they 
owned him for their lord, and would do what* 
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soever he bade them. So he wrote back to 
them such a reply as enjoined them to obey 
what he gave order for, and to cut off the 
heads of Aiiab’s sons, and send them to him. 
Accordingly the rulers sent for those that 
brought up the sons of Ahab, and command- 
ed them to slay them, to cut off their heads, 
and send them to Jehu. So they did what- 
soever they were commanded, without omit- 
ting any thing at all, and put them up in 
wicker baskets, and sent them to Jezrccl. 
And when Jehu, as he was at supper will) his 
friends, was informed that the heads of Ahab’s 
sons were brought, he ordered them to make 
two heaps of them, one before each of tlie 
gates ; and in the morning he went out to take 
a view of them, and when he saw them, he 
began to say to the jK opIe tliat were present, 
that he did himself Tiiake an expedition against 
his master [ Jorain], and slew liiin ; but that 
it was not he that slew all these ; and he de-i 
sired them to take notice, that as to Ahab’s 
family, all tilings had come to pass according 
to God’s prophecy, and his house was perished, 
according as Elijah had foretold. And when | 
lie had i^arther destroyed all the kindred of! 
Ahab that were found in Jezreel, be went to 
Samaria ; and as he was upon the road, he 
met the relations of Ahaziah, king of Jeru- 
salem, and asked them, whither they were go- 
ing? they replied, that they came to salute 
Jorain, and their own king Ahaziah, for they 
knew not that he had slain them both. So 
Jehu gave orders that they should catch these, 
and kill them, being in number forty-two 
persons. 

(3. After these, tl; re met biiii a good and 
i righteous man, whose na’ne was Jehonadab, 
and who liad been his friend of old. He sa- i 
luted Jehu, and began to commend him, be- 
cause he had done every thing according to, 
the will of God, in extirpating the house of 
Ahab. So Jehu desired bin to come up into 
his chariot, and make his entry with him into 
Samaria; and told him that lie would not 
spare one wicked man, hut would punish the 
false prophets and false priests, and those that 
deceived the multitude, and persuaded them 
to leave the worship of God Almighty, and 
to worship foreign gods ; and that it was a 
niost excellent and a most pleasing sight to a 
good and a righteous man to see the wi ;ked 
punished. So Jehonadab was persuaded by 
these arguments, and came up into Jehu s 
chariot, and came to SaiUtaria. And Jehu 
sought out for all Ahab’s kindred, and slew 
them. And being desirous that none of the 
false prophets, nor the priests of Ahab’s god, 
t^'lght escape punishment, he caught them d' 
ccitfully by this wile ; for he gathered all the 
pcopjy together, and said, that he vv'ould wor- 
ship twice as many gods as Ahab worshipped, 
and desired that his priests, and prophets, and 
Servants, might be present, because he would 
oher costly and great sacrifices to Ahab’s god ; 


and that if any of his priests were wanting, 
they should be punished with death. Now 
Ahab’s god was called Baal; and when he 
had appointed u day on which he would offer 
these sacrifices, he sent messengers through 
all the country of the Israelites, that they 
might bring tlie priests of Baal to him. So 
Jehu cormnanded to give all the priests vest- 
ments ; and when they had received them, he 
went into the house [of BaaP, with his friend 
Jehonadab, and gave orders to make search 
[ whether there were not any foreigner or stran- 
[ ger among them, for lie would have no one of 
a diderent religion to mix among their sacred 
offices. And when they said that there was 
no stranger there, and they were beginning 
their sacrifices, he set four-score men without, 
they being such of his soldiers as he knew 
to be most faithful to him, and bade them 
slay the prophets, and now vindicate the 
I laws of their country, wliicli had been a long 
j time in disestcern. He also threatened, that 
I if any one of them escaped, their own lives 
should go for them. St) they slew them all 
with the sword ; and burnt the house of Baal, 
and by that means purged Samaria of foreign 
customs [idolatrous worship]. Now this Baal 
was the god of the Tynans j and Ahab, in 
order to gratify his father-in-law, Ethbaal, 
who was the king of Tyre and Sidon, built a 
temple for him in Samaria, and appointed 
him prophets, and worshipped him with al! 
sorts of worship, although, when this god was 
demolished, Jehu pernritted the Israelites to 
worship the golden heifers. However, be- 
cause he had done thus, and taken care to 
punish the wicked, God foretold by his pro- 
phet, that his sons should reign over Israel fur 
! four generations : and in this condition was 
I Jehu at this time. 

I 


CHAPTER Vn. 

now ATIIAI.IAII REIGNED OVER JERUSALEM 
FOR FIVE [six] years, WHEN JEHOIADA 
THE HIGll-PRIEST SI.EW HER, AND MADE 
JEHOASIl, THE SON OF AHAZIAH, KING. 

§ ]. Now when Athaliah, the daughter ol 
Ahaby heard of the death of her brother Jo- 
ram, and of her son Ahaziah, and of the royal 
family, she endeavoured that none of the house 
of David might be left alive, but that the 
whole family might be exterminated, that no 
king might arise out of it afterw'ard ; and, as 
she thought, she had actually done it; but 
one of Ahaziah 's sons was preserved, who 
escaped death after the manner following ■ 
Ahaziah had a sister by the same father, 
whose name was Jehosheba, and she w'as mar- 
ried to the high-priest Jehoiada. Site went 
into the king’s palace, and found Jehosah, for 
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that was the little child’s name, who w’as not 
above a year old, among those that were slain, 
but concealed with his nurse ; so she took him 
with her into a secret bctl-chamber, and shut 
him up there; and she and her husband Je- 
hoiada brought him up privately in the temple 
six years, during which time Athaliah reign- 
ed over Jerusalem and the two tribes. 

2. Nov/, on the seventh year, Jehoiada 
communicated the matter to certain of the 
captains of hundreds, five in number, and 
persuaded them to be assisting to what at- 
tempts he was making against Athaliah, and 
to join with him in asserting the kingdom to 
the child. He also received such oaths from 
them as are i)roper to secure those that assist 
one another from the fear of discovery; and 
he was then of good hope that they should 
depose x\thaliah. Now those men whom Je- 
hoiada the priest liad taken to bo his partners, 
w'ont into all the country, and gathered toge- 
ther tlie priests and the Levifes, and the heads 
of the tribes out of it, and came and brought 
them to Jerusalem, to the high-priest. So 
he demanded the security of an oath of them, 
to keep private whatsoever he should discover 
to them, which required both their silence and 
their assistance. So when they had taken the 
oath, and had thereby made it safe for him to 
speak, he j)roducod the child tluit he had 
brought up, of the family of David, and said 
to them, “ This is your king, of tliat house 
which you know God hath foretold should 
reign over you for all time to come : I exhort 
you, therefore, that one-third part of you guard 
liiin in the temple, and that a fourth part 
keep watch at all the gates of the temple, and 
that the next part of you keep guard at the 
gate which ojiens and leatls to the king’s pa- 
lace, and let the rest of the multitude be un- 
armed in the temple, and let no armed person 
go into the temple, but the ])riest only.” lie 
also gave them this order besides, “ That a 
part of the priests and the Leviles should be 
about the king bimsclf, and be a guard to him, 
with their drawn swords, and to kill that man 
immediately, whoever he be, tliat should be 
so bold as lo enter armed into the temple; 
and bade them be afraid of nobody, but per- 
severe in guarding the king.” So these men 
obeyed what the liigh-pricst advised them to, 
and declared the reality of their resolution by 
their actions. Jehoiada also opened that arm- 
oury which David had made in the temple, 
and distributed to the captains of hundreds, 
as also to the priests and i^evites, all the 
spears and quivers, and what kind of w'eapons 
soever it contained, and set them armed in a 
circle round about the temple, so as to touch 
one another s hands, and hy that means ex- 
cluding those from entering that ought not to 
enter. So they brought the child into the 
midst of them, and put on him ilie royal 
crown, and Jehoiada anointed him with the 
oil. Md made him k.v>g; and the multitude i 
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rejoiced, and made a noise, and cried, “ God 
save the king ! ’ 

8. \VI)on Atlialiah unexpectedly heard the 
tumult and the acclamations, she was greatly 
disturbed in her mind, and suddenly issued 
out of the royal palace with her own army ; 
and when she was conic to the temple, the 
priests received her, but as for those that stood 
round about the tem))lc, as they were ordered 
by the high priest to do, they hindered the 
armed men that followed her from going in. 
Ilut when Athaliah saw- the child standing 
upon a pillar, with the royal crown upon his 
head, she lent her clothes, and cried out vehe- 
mently, and commanded [her guards] to kill 
him that had laid snares for her, and en- 
deavoured to deprive her of the government : 
hut Jehoiada called for the captains of hiiw- 
dreds, and commanded them to bring Atlialiah 
to the valley of Cedron, and slay her there, 
for he would not have the temple defiled w ith 
tlie punishments of this pernicious woman 
and he gave order, that if any one came near 
to help lier, he sltould be slain also ; wherefore 
those that had the charge of her slaughter look 
hold of her, and led her to the gate of tiie 
king’s mules, and slew her there. 

4. Now' as soon as what concerned Athaliah 
was, hy this stratagem, after this manner, dis- 
patched, Jehoiada called together the people 
and the armed men into the temple, and inatlo 
them take an oath that they would be obedieii* 
to the king, and take care of liis safety, and 
of the safety of his government; after which 
he obliged the king lo give security [upon 
oath] that he would worship God, and not 
transgress the laws of Moses. They then ran 
to the house of ilaal, which Athaliah and iier 
husband Jehoram had built, to the dishonour 
of the God of their fathers, and to the honour 
of Ahnb, and demolished it, and slew Mattan, 
that had his piiesthood. lJut Jehoiada in- 
trusted the care and custody of the temple to 
the priests and Levites, according to the ap- 
poiiitinent t)f king D.ivid, and enjoined them 
to bring their regular hurnt-oHerings twice a- 
day, and to ofler incense according to the law. 
He also ordained some of the I^evites, with 
tlie porters, to be a guard to the temple, that 
no one that was defiled might come there. 

5. And when Jehoiada had set these things 
in order, he, with the captains of hundreds, 
and the rulers, .and all^lie people, too|i 
Jehoash out of the temple into the Kings 
palace, and when he had set him upon the 
king’s throne, the people shouted fur joy, and 
betook themselves to feasting, and kejit a fes' 
tival for many days ; but the city was 
upon the death of Athaliah. Now Jehoash 
was seven years old when betook the kingdom: 
his mother’s name was Zibiah, of the city 
Beersheba. And all the time that Jehoiada 
lived, Jehoash was careful that the laws slioul^ 
be kept, and very zealous in the worship^ 
God; and when he was of Age, he marrica 
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two wives, who were given to liitn by the 
high-priesl, by whom were born to him both 
sons and daughters. And thus much sliall 
suffice to have related concerning king Jeho- 
ashjiow he escaped the treachery of Athaliah, 
and how he received the kingdom. 


CHAPTER Vni. 

UAZAF.L MAKES AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE 
PEOPLE OF ISRAEL AND THE INHABITANTS 
OF JERUSALEM. JEHU DIES, AND JKHOA- 
IIAZ SUCCEEDS IN THE GOVERNMENT. JE- 
IlOASH, THE K1N(; OF JERUSALEM, AT FIRST 
IS CAREFUL ABOUT THE VVOIISHIP OF GOD, 
BUT AFTERWAUDS BECOMES IMPIOUS, AND 
COMMANDS Zr.CMARIAII TO BE STONED. 
WHEN JEHOASII [KING OF JUDAH,] 

DEAD, AMAZIAll SUCCEEDS HIM IN 
KINGDOM. 

§ 1. Now Ilazael, king of Syria, fought 
against the Israelites and their king Jehu, 
and spoiled tlie eastern parts of the country 
beyond Iordan, which belonged to the Reu- 
oenites and GaUites, and to [the half tribe of] 
Miinassites; as also Gilead and IJashan, burn- 
ing and spoiling, and offering violence to all 
that he laid his hands on, and this without 
impeachment from Jehu, who made no haste 
to defend the countny w'heii it was under this 
distress ; nay, ho was become a contemner of 
religion, and a despiser of holiness, and of 
the laws, and died when he had reig letl over 
the Israelites twenty-seven years. He was 
buried in Samaria, and left Jehoahaz his son 
his successor in the government. 

y. Now Jelioasli, king of Jerusalem, had 
an inclination to repair the temple of God ; 
so he called Jehoiada, and bade him send tin 
Leviies and priests through all the country, to 
require half a shekel of silver for every head, 
towards the rebuilding and repairing of the 
temple, which was brought to decay by Jeho- 
ram, and Athaliah and her sons. But the 
high-priest did not do this, as concluding tha 
no one would willingly pay that money ; but 
in the twenty-third year of Jelioash’s reign, 
when the king sent for him and the I.evites, 
and complained that they had not obeyed 
what he enjoined them, and still commanded 
them to lake care of the rebuilding the tem- 
pk’, he used this stratagem for collecting the 
money, with which the multitude was pleased. 
Ue made a wooden chest, and closed it up 
fast on all sides, but opened one hole in it; 

then set it in the temple beside the altar, 
and desired every one to cast into it, through 
die hole, what he pleased, for the repair of 
die temple. This contrivance was acceptable 
^0 die people ; and they strove one with ano- 
and brought in jointly large quantities 
^ silver and gold : and when the scribe and ! 


the priest that were over the treasuries had 
emptied the chest, and counted the money in 
the king's presence, they then set it in its for- 
mer place, and thus did they every day. But 
when the multitude appeared to have cast in 
as much as wms wanted, the high-priest Je- 
hoiada, and king Joash, sent to hire masons 
and carpenters, and to buy large pieces of 
timber, and of the most curious sort ; and 
when they had repaired the temple, they made 
use of the remaining gold and silver, which 
was not a little, for bowls, and basons, and 
cups, and other vessels, and they went on to 
make the altar every day fat with sacrifices of 
great value. And these things were taken 
suitable care of as long as Jehoiada lived. 

3. But as soon as he was dead (which was 
w’hen he had lived one hundred and thirty 
years, having been a righteous, and in every 
respect a very good man, and was buried in 
the king's sepulchres at Jerusalem, because 
he Iiad recovered the kingdom to the family 

if David), king Jehoash betrayed his [want 
of] care about God. The principal men of 
the people were corrupted also together with 
him, and oUended against their duty, and 
what their constitution determined to be most 
for their good. Heieujion (Jod was displeas- 
ed with the change that was made on the 
king, and on the rest of the people, and sent 
prophets to testify to them what their actions 
wx're, and to bring them to leave off their 
wickedness : but theyJmd gotten such a strong 
affection, and so violent an inclination to it, 
that neither could the. examples of those tha* 
had offered affronts to the laws, and had been 
so severely punished, they and their entire 
families ; nor could the fear of w'hat the pro- 
phets now foretold bring them to repentance, 
and turn them back from their course of 
transgression to their former duty. But the 
king commanded that Zechariah, the son of 
the high-priest Jehoiada, should be stoned to 
death in the temple, and forgot the kindnesses 
he iNid received from his father ; for when 
God had appointed him to prophesy, he stood 
ill the midst of the multitude, and gave this 
counsel to them and to the king : That they 
should act righteously; and foretold to them, 
that if they w'ould not hearken to his admo- 
nitiims, they should suffer a heavy punish- 
ment ; but as Zechariah was ready to die, he 
appealed to God as a witness of what he suf- 
fered fur the good counsel he had given them, 
and how he perished, after a most severe and 
violent manner, for the good deeds his fatliei 
had done to Jehoash. 

4. However, it was not long before'the king 
suflered punishment for his transgressions , 
for when Hazael, king of Syria, made an 
irruption into his countiy, and when he had 
overthrown Gath, and spoiled it, he made an 
expedition against Jerusalem ; upon which 

I Jehoash was afraid, and emptied all the trea- 
isures of God, and of the kings [before him], 
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and took down the gifts that had been dedi- 
cated 'Jn the temple], and sent them to the 
king of Syria, and procured so much by tliem, 
that he was not besieged, nor his kingdom 
quite endangered ; but Hazael was induced, 
by the greatness of the sum of money, not 
to bring his army against Jerusalem ; yet Je- 
hoash fell into a severe distemper, and was 
set upon by his friends, in order to revenge 
the death of Zeehariah, the son of Jehoiada. 
These laid snares for the king, and slew him. 
He was indeed buried in Jerusalem, but not! 
in the royal sepulchres of his forefaJhers, be-' 
cause of his impiety. He lived forty-seven 
years ; and Ainaziah his son succeeded him 
in the kingdom. 

5, In the one-and-twentieth year of the 
reign of Jehoash, Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, 
took the government of the Israelites in Sa- 
maria, and held it seventeen years. He did 
not [properly] imitate his father, but was 
guilty of as wicked practices as those that 
first had God in contempt. 13ut the king of 
Syria brought him low, and, by experlitions 
against him, did so greatly reduce his forces, 
that there remained no more of so great an 
army than ten thousa^id armed men, and 
fifty horsemen. He also took away from 
him his great cities, and many of them also, 
and destroyed his army. And these were the 
things that the people of Israel suliered, ac- 
cording to llie prophecy of Elisha, wdien he 
foretold that Ilazael should kill his master, 
and reign over the Syrians and Damascens. 
But when Jehoahaz was under such unavoid- 
able miseries, he had recourse to prayer and 
supplication to God, and besought him to 
deliver him out of llse hands of Hazael, and 
not overlook him, and give him up into his 
hands. Accordingly, God accepted of his 
repentance instead of virtue : and, being de- 
sirous rather to admonish those that might 
repent, and not to determine that they should 
be utterly destroyed, he granted him deliver- 
ance from war and dangers. So the country 
having obtained peace, returned again to its 
former condition, and llourished as before. 

6, Now alter the death of Jehoahaz, his 
son Joash took tiie kingdom, in the thirty- 
seventh year of Jenoash, the king of the tribe 
j)f Judah. This Joash then took the k<«ng- 
dom of Israel in Samaria, for he had the same 
name with the king of Jerusalem, and he 
retained the kingdom sixteen years. He was 
a good man,* and in his disposition was not 

# This character of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, that 

he was a ^ood man, and in liis disposition not at all 
like to Ins tatlier,’’ seems a direct contradiction to our 
ordinar>' conies, which say ('J Kii.^,s xiii, 11), that he 
did evil in the hightof the I.< d ; and that he departed 
not from all the sins of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin: he walked .'icrcin.” Which 
copies are here ilio truest, it is hardly to deter- 

mine. If Jo^epf;llV3 be true, this Joash is the single 
instance of a goed king ovei the ten li !!>es ; if the other 
oe true, wc ha\c not one such example. The account 
cJiat follows, in all copies, of i .iisha the T)roi)hci’s con- 
ojm for him, and hisconcei.: for Klisha* 4^catlv favours 


I at all like his father. Now at this time it was 
I lliat when Elisha the prophet, w ho was al- 
ready very old, and was now fallen into a 
disease, the king of Israel came to visit him ; 
and when he found him very near death, he 
began to weep in his sight, and lament, to 
call him his father, and his weapons, because 
it was by his means that he never made use 
of his weapons against his enemies, but that 
he overcame his own adversaries by his pro- 
phecies, w’ithout fighting ; and that he was 
now departing this life, and leaving him to 
the Syrians, that were already armed, and to 
other enemies of his that were under their 
power ; so he saitl it w'as not safe for him to 
live any longer, but that it would be well for 
him to hasten to his end, and depart out of 
this life with him. As the king was thus 
bemoauMig himself, Elisha comforted him, 
and bade the king bend a bow that was 
brought him ; and when the king had fitted 
the bow for sliooling, Elisha took hold of his 
hands and bade him shoot ; and when he had 
shot three ar and then left off, I^lisha 

said, “ If thou hadst shot more arrows, thou 
hadst cut the kingdom of Syria up by the 
roots; but since thou hast been satisfied with 
shooting three times only, thou shall fight 
and beat the Syrians no more times than three, 
that thou mayest recover that country which 
they cut ott‘ from thy kingdom in the reign of 
thy father.” So when the king had heard thab 
! he departed ; and a little while after, the pro- 
phet died. He was a man celebrated for 
righteousness, and in eminent favour with 
God. He also performed wonderful and 
surprising works by prophecy, ami such as 
were gloriously preserved in memory by the 
Hebrews. He also obtained a inagniliccDt 
funeral, such a one iudeerl as it was fit a per- 
son so beloved of God should have. It also 
happened, that at that time certain robbers 
cast a man, w hom they hud slain, into Elisha’s 
grave, and upon his dead body coming close 
to Elisha’s body, it revived again. And thus 
far have we enlarged about the actions of 
Elisha the prophet, both such as he did while 
he was alive, and how he had a divine power 
after his death also. 

7. Now upon the death of Hazael, tJie 
king of Syria, that kingdom came to Adad, 
his son, with whom Joash, king of Israel, made 
war ; and w hen he. had beat/^m him in three 
battles, he took from him all that country, 
and all those cities and villages, which his fa- 

Joscphuis’s copies, and suppose this king to have Ix'fn 
I then a good man, and no idolater, with whom Oou » 
prophets used not to be so faiiiiliar. Upon the wnojp* 
since it appears, even by Josephus’s own account, tnai 
Ainaziah, the goral king of Judah, while he was a go|)‘* 
king, was forbidden to make use of the 100,'. Ot) 
rics^e had hired of this Joash, the king of Israel, as u b® 
and they were then idolaters (2 Chron. xxv, C— 9), n 
most likely that these different characters of Joash sim* 
I cd the diflcretit parts of his reign, and thab accorua « 
to our common copies, he was at first a 
and afterwards was reclaimed, and became a ffona oii»» 
aci*nnling to Josephus. 
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ther Hazael tiad taken from tlie kingdom 
of Israel, whicli came to pass, however, ac- 
cording to the prophecy of Elisha. But 
when Joash happened to die, he was buried 
in Samaria ; and the government devolved on 
his son Jeroboam. 


CHAPTER IX. 

HOW AMAZIAU MADE AN fJXPEDITION AGAINST 
THE EDOMITES AND AMALKKITES, AND CON- 
qrUERED THEM ; BUT WHEN HE AtTERWAllDS 
MADE WAU AGAINST JOASH, HE WAS BEAT- 
EN, AND NOT LONG AETEK, WAS SLAIN ; AND 
UZZIAH SUCCEEDED IN THE GOVERNMENT. 

§ 1. Now, ill the second year of the reign of 
Joash over Israel, Amaziah reigned over the 
tribe of Judah in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
name was Jclioaddan, who was born at Jeru- 
salem. He was exceeding careful of doing 
what was riglit, and this when lie was very 
young ; hut when he came to the mauage- 
Tiicnt of allairs, and to the government, he 
resolved that he ought first of all to avenge 
his father Jehoasli, and to punish those his 
iViends that had laid violent hands upon him; 
so he seized upon them all, and put them to 
death ; yet did he execute no severity on their 
cliildren, but acted tliereiii according to the 
laws of IVloses, who did not think it just to 
punish children for the sins of their fathers. 
After this he cliose him an army out of the 
iribe of Judah and Benjamin, of such as were 
in the fiowcr of tl-ir age, and about twenty 
years old ; and when he had collected about 
three huiulred thousand of them together, he 
set captains of hundreds over them. He al- 
so sent to the king of Israel, and hired a hun- 
dred thousand of his soldiers for a hundred 
talents of silver, for he hrd resolved to make 
an expedition against the natiotis of the Ama- 
iekites, and Edomites, and Gebalites : but as 
he was preparing for liis expedition, and ready 
go out to tlie war, a prophet gave him 
counsel to dismiss the army of the Israelites, 
because they were had men, and because God 
loretold that he should be beaten, if he made 
use of them as auxiliaries ; but that he should 
overcome his enemies, though he had but a few 
soldiers, when it so pleased God. And when 
the icing grudged at liis having already paid the 
hire of the Israelites, the prophet exhorted him 
to do what God would have him, because he 
should thereby obtain much wealtli froin God. 

he dismissed them, and said, that he still 
boely gave them their pay, and went himself 
with his ow'n army, and made war with the 
nations before mentioned; and when he had 
beaten them in battle, he slew of them ten 
thousanj^ and took as many prisoners alive, 
J'boin he brought to the great rock which is 
Arabia, and threw tiiem down from it 
•eadlong. He also brought away a great 
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deal of prey and vast riches from tliose na- 
tions ; but w'hile Amaziah was engaged in 
this expedition, those Israelites whom he had 
hired and then dismissed, were very uneasy 
at it, and taking their dismission for an af- 
front (as supposing that tliis would not have 
been done to them but out of contempt), they 
fell upon his kingdom, and proceeded to spoi. 
the country as far as Beth -boron, and took 
much cattle, and slew three thousand men. 

2. Now upon the victory which Amaziah 
had gotten, and the great acts he had done, 
he was pufifed up, and began to overlook 
God, who had given him the victory, and 
proceeded to worship the gods he had brought 
out of the country of the Ainalekites. So a 
prophet came to him, and said, that he won- 
dered how he could esteem these to be 
gods, who had been of no advantage to their 
own people who paid tliein honours, nor had 
delivered them from his hands, but luul over- 
looked the destiTiction of many of tliem, and 
had siifleied themselves to be carried captive, 
for that they had been carried to Jerusalem in 
the same manner as any one might have taken 

I some of the enemy alive, and led them thither. 
This reproof provoked tlie king to anger, and 
he commanded the prophet to hold his peuce, 
and threatened to punish him if he meddled 
with his conduct. So he replied, that he 
should indeed hold his peuce ; but foretold 
w'ithal, that God would not overlook his at- 
tempts for innovationj but Amaziah was not 
able to contain himself under that prosperity 
which God had given him, although he had 
affronted God thereupon ; but in a vein of 
insolence he wrote to Joasli, the king of Is- 
rael, and coiumaiuled that he and all his peo- 
ple should be obedient to him, as they hud 
formerly been obedient to his progenitors, 
David and Solomon ; and lie let him know-, 
that if he would not be so wise as to do what 
he commanded him, he must fight for his do- 
minion. To which message Joash returned 
this answer in writing: — “King Joash to 
king Amaziah. Tliere was a vastly tall cy- 
press-tree in mount Lebanon, as also a 
thistle; this thistle sent to the cypress-tree to 
give the cypress -tree's ddughter in marriage 
to the thistle’s son ; but as the thistle was 
saying this, there came a wild beast, and 
trode down the thistle : and this may be a 
lesson to thee, not to be so ambitious, and to 
have a care, lest upon thy good success in the 
fight against the Ainalekites, thou growest so 
proud, as to bring dangers upon thyself, and 
upon thy kingdom.** 

3. Wlien Amaziah had read this letter, he 
was more eager upon this expedition ; which, 
1 suppose, was by the impulse of God, tb&t 
he might be punished for his offence against 
him. But as soon as he led out his army 
against Joash, and they were going to join 
battle with him, there came such a fear and 
constwi'uation upon the army of Amaziah, as 
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God, when he is displeased, sends upon men, 
and discomfited them, even before they came 
to a close fight. Now it happened, that as 
they were scattered about by the terror that 
W'as upon them, Ama/inh was left alone, .ind 
was taken prisoner by the enemy ; whereup- 
on Joash threatened to kill him, unless he 
would persuade the people of Jerusalem to 
open their gates to him, and receive him and 
his army into the city. Accordingly Aina- 
ziah was so distressed, and in such fear of 
liis life, that he made his enemy to be receiv- 
ed into the city. So Joash overthrew a part 
of the wall, of the length of four hundred 
cubits, and drove his chariot tlirongli the 
breach into Jerusalem, and led Aniaziah cap- 
tive along with Jiim ; by wiiicJi means be be- 
came master of Jerusalem, and took away the 
tiL-asures of God, and carried of!' all the gold 
and silver that was in the king’s palace, and 
then freed the king from captivity, and re- 
turned to Samaria. Now these things hap- 
pened to the people of Jerusalem in the four 
tcenth year of the reign of Aniaziah, wlio af- 
ter this had a conspiracy made against him by 
bis friends, and fied to the city Lacbihli, and 
was there slain by the conspirators, who sent 
men tbiiber to kill him. So tliej look up 
bis dead body, and carried it to Jerusalem, 
and made a royal funeral for him. Tliisw.as 
the end of the life of Amaziah, because of bis 
innovations in religion, and his contempt of 
God, when be liad lived fifty-four years, and 
bad reigned twenty-nine. lie was succeeded 
by his son, whose iiantc was Uzziah. 


CHAPTER X. 

L'ONCEUNING JEROBOAM, KING OF ISRAEL, AND 
JONAH, THE PROPHET; AND HOW, AFTER 
THE DEATH OF JEROBOAM, HIS SON ZECHA- 
lUAlI TOOK THE GOVERNMENT. HOW UZ- 
ZIAH, KING OF JERUSALEM, SUBDUED THE 
NATIONS THAT WERF. ROUND ABOUT HIM ; 
AND WHAT BEFEl. HIM WHEN HE ATTEMP'PED 
rO OFFER INCENSE TO GOD. 

§ 1. In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Amaziah, Jeroboam the son of Joash reigned 
over Israel in Samaria forty years, 'i'liis king 
was guilty of contumely against God,* and 
became very wicked in worshipping of idols, 
and in many undertakings that w ere absurd 

♦ What I have a^iovc noted concerning Jehoasb, 
seems to me to have bwn true also concerning his son 
Jeroboam ii, viz. that aMhongh he tx^gan wickecUy, as 
Josephus agrees with our other copies, and, as he adds, 
was the cause of a vast number of misfortunes to the 
Israelites” in those his first years (the particulrrs of 
which are unhappily wanting both in Josephus and in 
all our conics) ; so does it seem to me l iiat he was after- 
wards reclaimed, and became a goo.' :<.ing, and so was 
encouraged by the prophet Jonah, anu luu’- great suc- 
cesses aftcirwards, when “ Gtxl had saved the Israelites 
by the haitf of .i :Toboam, the son of Jojish,” Kings 
XIV, 27 i vmidl encouragement by Jonah, and great suc- 
cesses, 6ie eiqiuUly obsci^'abie in Josepnus, and in the 
otJicr copies. 


and foreign. He w^as also the cause of ten 
thousand misfortunes to the people of Lsrael. 
Now one Jonah, a prophet, foretold to him 
that he should make war with the Syrians, 
and conquer their army, and enlarge the 
bounds of his kingdom on the northern parts, 
to the city Hamatli, and on the soiiihcrn, to 
the lake Asphaltitis ; for the bounds of the 
Canaanites originally were these, as Joshua 
their general bad determined them. So Je- 
roboam made an expedition against the Sy- 
rians, and over-ran all (heir country, as Jonah 
bad foretold. 

2. Now 1 cannot but think it necessary 
for me, who have promised to give an accu- 
rate account of our afiairs, to describe the ac- 
tions of this prophet, so far as 1 have found 
them written down in the Hebrew books. 
Jonah bad been commandeil by God to go to 
the kingdom of Nineveh ; and, when he was 
there, to publish it in that city, bow it should 
lose the dominion it bad over the nations. 
Hilt be w'ent not, out of fear; nay, be ran 
away from God to the city of Joppa, and 
finding a ship there, be went into it, and sail- 
ed to Tarsus, to Cilicia ; j- and ujion the rise 
of a most terrible storm, which was so grea 
that the ship was in danger of sinking, the 
mariners, the master, and the pilot himself 
made prayers and vows, in case tliey e.-eaj)en 
the sea. But Jonah lay still and covered [ii: 
the ship], without imitating any thing that the 
others did ; but as the waves grew greater, 
and the sea became more vioient by the winds, 
they su.spccted, as is usual in sucli cases, that 
some one of the persons that sailed w ith them 
w'as the occasion of this storm, and agreed 
to discover by lot which of them it was. 
When they bad cast lots, | the lot fell upon 
the prophet ; and w ben they asked him wlieiuv 
lie came, and what he had done ? lie replied, 
that be was an Hebrew' by nation, and a prn- 
pliet of Almiglity Cnul ; and be jiersuailed 
them to cast him into tlie sea, if they would 

t When Jon.vh is said in our Bibles to have gone to 
rar.Jiish (Jtinali i, 5), .losejihus uuderslood it, that he 
went to Tarsus in Cilicia, or to llie Mediterranean S>‘a, 
uiioii which Tarsirs lay ; so that he does not appear to 
have reail the text, 1 Kings xxii, 48, ius our c*opies do, 
that ships of Taishish could lie at Ezion Geber, upon 
the Reel .Sea; but as to Josephus’s assertion, that Jonah’s 
fish was carried by the strength of the current, upnn 
a sUmn, as far as the Euxiiie Sea, it is no way 
ble; and since the storm might have driven the ship, 
while Jonah was in it, near to that Euxine Sea, and 
since in three more days, while hfj was in tlie fish s 
belly, that current mignt bring him to the Assyinm 
coast, and since withal inat coast could bring him neaiti 
to Ninevcli than could any coast of the Mediterranean, 
it is by no means an improbable determination in Jose- 
phus. 

f This ancient piece of religion, of supposing « here 
was great sin where there was great misery, and of east- 
ing lots to discover great sinners, not only among i§ **® 
Isr.-ielites, but among these heathen mariners, seems a 
remarkable remain of the ancient tradition which pr^ 
vailed of old over all mankind, that Providence tiscu 
to intcr^iose visibly in all human afl’airs, and Bcver u> 
bring, or at least not long to continue, notorious juoB' 
ments but for notorious sins, which the most 
book of Job shows to have been the state of manKin® 
for about the former tliree thousand vwirs of the woria. 
tiU hetlays of Job and Mosfis 
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fscape the danger they were in, for that he 
was tile occasion of the storm which was up- 
on them. Now at the first they durst not do 
so, as esteeming it a wicked thing to cast a 
man, who was a stranger, and who had com- 
mitted liis life to them, into such mamTest 
perdition ; but at last, when their misfortunes 
overbore them, and the ship was just going 
to be drowned, and when they were animated 
to do it by the projxiet himself, and by the 
fear concerning their own safety, they cast him 
into the sea; upon which the sea bcccamc calm. 
It is also related that Jonah was swallowed 
down by a whale, and that when he had been 
there three days, and as many nights, he was 
vomited out upon the Euxine Sea, and this 
alive, and without any hurt upon his body; 
and there, on his jiraycr to God, he obtained 
pardon for his sins, and went to the city Ni- 
neveh, where he stood so as to be hoard ; and 
preached, that in a very little time they should 
lose the dominion of Asia ; and when he had 
published this, lie returned. Now, I have j 
given this account about him, as 1 found it 
written (in our hooks], 

3. When Jeroboam the king had passed 
his life in groat happiness, and had ruled for- 
ty years, ho died, and was buried in Siuna- 
ria, and his son Zechariah took the kingdom. 
After the same njanner did Uzziah, the son of 
Ainaziah, begin to reign over tlie two tribes 
in Jerusalem, in the fourteenth year of the 
reign of Jeroboam, He was born of Jeco- 
liah, his mother, who was a citizen of Jeru- 
salem. He I good man, and by nature 
righteous and u; ignanimous, and very labo- 
rious in taking care of the affairs of his king- 
dom. He made an expedition also against 
ilje Philistines, and overcame them in battle, 
and took the cities of Gath and Jabiich, and 
brake down their walls ; after which expedi- 
tion, lie assaulted those Arabs that adjoined 
to Egypt. He also built a city upon the Red 
Sra, and put a garrison into it. He after this 
overthrew the Ammonites, and appointed that 
they should pay tribute. He also overcame 
all the countries as far as the bounds of Egypt, 
and then began to take care of Jerusalem it- 
self for the rest of his life; for he rebuilt and 
repaired all those parts of the wall which had 
either fallen down by length of time, or by 
the carelessness of the kings his predecessors, 
as well as all iliat part which had been thrown 
down by the king of Israel, when he took his 
father Amaziah prisoner, and entered with him 
into the city. IVIorcover, he built a great many 
towers, of one hundred and fifty cubits high, 
«»d built walled towns in desert places, and 
put garrisons into them, and dug many chan- 
nels for conveyance of water. He had also 
many beasts for labour, and an immense num- 
ber of cattle ; for his country was fit for pas- 
turage. He was also given to husbandry, ami 
took care to cultivate the ground, and planted 
t with all sorts of plants, and sowed it with 
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all sorts of seeds. He had also about him 
an army composed of chosen men, in number 
three hundred and seventy thousand, who 
were governed by general officers and cap- 
tains of thousands, who were men of valour 
and of unconquerable strength, in number two 
thousand. He also divided his whole army 
into bands, and armed them, giving every one 
a sw'ord, witli brazen bucklers and breast- 
plates, with bows and slings; and besides 
these, he made for them many engines of 
war for besieging of cities, such as cast stones 
and darts, with grapplers, and other instrii 
ments of tliat sort, 

4. While Uzziah was in this state, and 
making preparations [for futurity], lie was 
corrupted in his mind by pride, and became 
insolent, and this on account of that abun- 
dance which he had of things that will soon 
perish, and despised that power which is of eter- 
nal duration (which consisted in piety towards 
God, and in the observation of his laws) ; so 
he fell by occasion of the good success of his 
affairs, and was carried headlong into those 
sins of his father, which the splendour of 
tliat prosperity he enji>yed, and the glorious 
actions he had done, led him into, while he 
was not able to govern himself well about 
them. Accordingly, wIilmi a remarkable day 
; was come, and a general festival was to bt 
I celebrated, he put on the holy garment, ano 
j went into the temple to offer incense to God 
I upon the golden altar, which he was prohi 
bited to do by Azariali the high-priest, who 
had fourscore priests with him, and who told 
him that it was not lawful for him to offer 
sacrifice, and that none besides the poste- 
rity of Aaron were permitted so to do.” 
And when they cried out, that he must go 
out of tlie temple, and not transgress against 
God, he was wroth at them, and threatened 
to kill them, unless they would hold their 
peace. In the mean time, a great earthquake 
shook the ground,* and a rent was made in 
the temple, and the bright rays of the sun 
shone through it, and fell upon the king's 
face, insomuch that the leprosy seized upon 
him immediately ; and before the city, at e 
place called Eroge, lialf the mountain broke 
off from the rest on the west, and rolled itself 
four furlongs, and stood still at the east moun- 
tain, till the roads, as well as Uie king’s gar- 
dens, were spoiled by the obstruction. Now, 
as soon as the priests saw that the king’s face 
j was infected with the leprosy, they told him 
of the calamity he was under, and command- 
ed chat he should go out of the city as a pol- 

• This account of an earthquake at Jerusalem, at the 
very same time when (Jzziah iJsurjxHi the priest’s office, 
and went into the sanctuary to burn incense, and of the 
eonscmicnecs of the earthquake, is entirely wanting in 
OUT ottier c'opies, though it be exceeding like to a pro- 
phecy of Jeremiah, now in Zech. xiv, 4, 5 ; in which 
prophecy mention is made of “ tloeing from that earth- 
quake, as they fled from this earthquake in the days of 
uzziah, king of Judah;” so that there seems to nave 
I been some considerable resemblance between these hit* 

I torical and propb iual earthquakes. 
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luted person. Hereupon he was so con- 
founded at the sad distemper, and sensible 
that he was not at liberty to contradict, that 
he did as he was connnandcd, and underwent 
tins miserable and terrible punishment for an 
intention beyond what befitted a man to have, 
and for that impiety a;j,ainst God which was 
implied therein. So he abode out of tl)c city 
for some time, and lived a private life, while 
his son Jotliam look the government ; after 
w'hich he died with grief and sinxietv at what 
had happened to him, when he had lived 
sixty-eight years, and reigned of them fifty- 
two ; and was buried by himself in his o%vn 
gardens 


CIIArTEK XI. 

HOW ZKCHARIAH, SHALLUM, MENAHEM, TE- 
KAHIAH, AND PEKAll, TOOK THE GOVERN- 
MENT OVER THE rSUAEI.lTES ; AND HOW 
PUL AND TlGl.ATH-PILESER MADE AN EXJ*E- 
DlTtON AGAINST THE ISRAELITES. HOW JO- 
THAM, THE SON OF UZZIAH, REIGNED OVER 
THE TRIBE or .1UDAH ; AND WH AT THINGS 
NAHUM PROPHECIF.D AGAINST THE ASSY- 
RIANS. 

§ 1. Now when Zechariah, the son of Jero- 
boam, liad reigned six months over Israel, he 
was slain by the treachery of a certain friend 
of his, whose name was Sliallum, the son of 
Jabesh, who took the kingdom afterward, but 
kept it no longer than thirty days j for Mena- 
hein, the general of his army, who was at that 
time in the city Tirzali, and heard of what 
had befallen Zechariah, removed thereupon 
with all his forces to Samaria, and joining 
battle with Sliallum, slew him ; and when he 
had made himself king, he went thence, and 
came to the city Tiphsah ; but the citizens 
that were in it shut their gates, and barred 
them against the king, and would not admit 
him; but in order to be avenged on them, 
he burnt the country round about it, and took 
the city by force, upon a siege ; and being 
very much disjileascd at what the inhabitants 
of Tiphsah had done, he slew them all, and 
spared not so much as the infants, without 
omitting the utmost instances of cruelty and 
barbarity ; for he used such severity upon 
his own countrymen, as would not be par- 
donable with regard to strangers who had 
been conquered by him. And after this 
manner it was that this IVIcnahcrn continued 
to reign with cruelty and barbarity for ten 
years : but when Pul, king of Assyria, bad 
made an expedition against him, he did not 
think meet to fight or engage In ►. •.tile w ith the 
Assyrians, but be persuaded him to accept of 
a thousand lal« 'its of silver, and to go away, ' 
and so put an end to the v .nr. This sum the 
multitude collected for Menahem, by exact 


ing fifty drachm® as poll-money for every 
head;* after which he died, and was buried 
in Samaria, and left liis son Pekahiali his sue 
ccssor in the kingdom, who followed the bar- 
barity of his father, and so ruled but two years 
only, after which ne was slain with his friends 
at a feast, by the treachery of one Pekali, the 
general of his horse, and the son of liemaliah, 
who had laid snares for him. Now this Pe- 
kah held the government twenty years, and 
proved a wicked man and a transgressor. 
Put the king of Assyria, whose name was 
Tiglath-Pileser, w hen he had made an expe- 
dition against the Israelites, and had over-run 
all the land of Gilead, and the region beyond 
Jordan, and the adjoining country, which is 
called Galilee, and Kadesh, and Hazor, he 
made the inhabitants prisoners, and transplant- 
d them into his ow’ii kingdom. And so much 
sliall suffice to have related here concerning 
the king of Assyria. 

2. Now' Jotliam, the son of Uzziah, reigned 
over the tribe of Judah in Jerusalem, being a 
‘itizen thereof by his mother, whose name was 

,/erusha. This king was not defective in any 
virtue, but was religious towards God, and 
righteous tow’ards men, and careful of the good 
of the city (for what part soever wanted to bd 
repaired or adorned, he magnificently repaired 
and adorned them). He also took care o* 
the foundations of tlio cloisters in the temple, 
and repairetl the walls that w'crc fallen down, 
and built very great tow’eis, and such as were 
almost impregnable; and if any thing else in 
his kingdom had been neglected, he took great 
cure of it. He also made an expedition 
against the Ammonites, and overcame them 
in battle, and ordered them to pay tribute, a 
hundred talents, and ten thousand cori of 
wheat, and as many of barley, every year, and 
so augmented his kingdom that his enemies 
could not despise it ; and Ids own people liveil 
happily. 

3. Now there was at that time a prophet, 
whose name was Nahum, who spake after this 
manner concerning the overthrow of the As- 
syrians and of Nineveh : — “ Nineveh shall be 
a pool of water in motion ;f so shall all her 

Hr. Wall, in his Crilieal Notes on 2 Kings xv, 2(' 
observes, “ that when this Menahem is said to have 
uxacteil the money of Israel of all the mighty men ot 
wealth, of each man fifty shekels of silver, to give Pul, 
the king of Assyria, a thousand talents, this is the first 
public iiifMiey raised by any [Israolitej king by a tax on 
the people; that they used before to mise it out of the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, or of their own 
house; that it was a poll-money on the rich men [aiul 
them only], to raise L.3,'}3,()(i0, or, as others exjunta ta- 
lent, L.'1(*(»,0()(), at the rate of L.tJ or L.7 per head ; and 
that tiod commanded, by Ezekiel ich. xlv, 8, and xivi, 
18), that no such thing should be done [at the 
restoration] ; but the king should have land of his own. 

t This pass.nge Is taken out of the prophet Nahum, 
eh. ii, 8 — l.l, and is the principal, or rather the only one 
that is given us almost verbatim, but a little abridged, 
in all Josephus’s known writings; by which quotiit'O^* 
we learn what he himself always as.serts, viz. that ne 
made use of the Hebrew original, [and notef theCrreH 
version]; as also we learn, that his Hebrew copy con 
sidcrably diffbred from ours. See all these texts pat* 
ticularly set down, anti compared together in the Essa? 
on the Old 1'estament wage 187. 
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people be troubled, and tossed, and go away 
bv flight, while they say one to another. Stand, 
stand still, seize their gold and silver, for there 
shall be no one to wish them well, for they 
will rather save their lives than their money ; 
for a terrible contention shall possess them 
one with another, and lamentation, and loosing 
of the members, and their countenances shall 
be perfectly black with fear. And there will 
be the den of the lions, and the mother of the 
young lions ! God says to thee, Nineveh, 
that they shall deface thee, and the lion shall 
no longer go out from thee to give laws to 
the world.” And indeed this prophet pro- 
phesied many other things besides these con- 
cerning Nineveh, which I do not think ne- 
cessary to repeat, and 1 here omit them, that 
I may not appear troublesome to my readers ; 
all which things happened about Nineveh a 
hundred and fifteen years afterward : — so this 
may suflice to have spoken of these matters. 


CHAPTER XII. 

HOW, UrON THE DEATH OK JOTHAM, AHAZ 
REIGNED IN lllS STEAD; AGAINST WHOM 
REZIN, KING OF SYRIA, AND PEKAU, KING 
OF ISRAEL, MADE WAR ; AND HOW TIGLATH- 
I'JLESER, KING OF ASSYRIA, GAME TO THE 
ASSlSTANCi: OF AHAZ, AND LAID SYRIA 
WASTE, AND REMOVING THE DAMASCENS 
INTO MEDIA, PLACED OTHER NATIONS IN 
THEIR ROOM. 

§ 1. Now .Jotlicim died when he had lived 
forty-one years, and of them reigned sixteen, 
and was buried in the sepulchres of the kings; 
and the kingdom came to his son Ahaz, wdio 
proved most impious towards God, and a 
transgressor of the laws of his country. Hi 
imitated the kings of Israel, aiul reared altars 
in Jerusalem, and offered sacrifices upon them 
to idols ; to wliich also he offered his own son 
as a burnt-offering, according to the jiractices 
of the Canaanites. His other actions were 
also of the same sort. Now as lie was going 
on in this mad course, Rezin, the king of Sy- 
ria and Damascus, and Pekah, the king of 
Israel, who were now at amity one with ano- 
ther, made war with him ; and when they had 
driven him into Jerusalem, they besieged that 
city a long while, making but a small pro- 
gress, on account of the strength of its walls; 
and when the king of Syria had taken tlie ci- 
"y Elath, upon the Red Sea, and had slain 
fl L* inhabitants, he peopled it with Syrians; 
and when he had slain those in the [other] 
garrisons, and the Jews in their neighbour- 
hnod, and had driven away much prey, he re- 
biriied with his army back to Damascus. Now 
^ht?n the king of Jerusalem knew that the. 
Syrians were returned home, he, supposing; 


himself a inaten for the King of Israel, drew 
out his army against him, and joining battle 
with him was beaten ; and this happened be- 
cause God was angry with him, on account 
of his many and great enormities. Accord- 
ingly, there were slain by the Israelites one 
hundred and twenty thousand of his men that 
! day, whose general, Amaziah by name, slew 
Zecliariali the king’s son in his conflict with 
Ahaz, as well as the governor of the kingdom, 
whose name was Azricam. He also carried 
Elkanah, tlie general of the troops of the tribe 
of Judah, into captivity. They also carried 
the women and children of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin captives; and when they had gotten 
a great deal of prey, they returned to Sama 
ria. 

j a. Now there w'as one Obed, who was t, 
prophet at that time in Samaria; he met the 
army before the city walls, and with a loud 
I voice told them that they had gotten the vic- 
; tory not by their own strength, but by reason 
i of the anger (jod had against king Ahaz. 

■ And he complained that they were not satis- 
j lied w ith the good success they had hud against 
• him, but were so bold as to make captives 
out of their kinsmen the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin. He also gave them counsel to 
let them go home without doing them any 
' harm, for that if they did not obey God herein, 
they should be punished. So the people of 
Israel came together to their assembly, and 
! considered of these matters, when a man 
whose name was BeYechiali, and who was one 
I of chief reputation in the government, stood 
up, and three others with him, and said,-— 
** We will not sufl’er the citizens to bring these 
prisoners into the city, lest we be all destroy- 
ed by God : wx* have sins enough of our own 
that we have eommilted against him, as the 
prophets assure us ; nor ought we therefore 
to introduce the practice of new crimes.” 
When the soldiers lieard that, they permitted 
them to do what they thouglit best. So the 
forenamed men took the captives and let them 
go, and took care of them, and gave them 
provisions, and sent them tc their own coun- 
try, without doing them any harm. How 
ever, these four w’cnt along w'ith them, and 
conducted them as far as Jericho, which is 
not far from Jerusalem, and returned lO Sa- 
maria. 

3. Hereupon king Ahaz, having been so 
thoroughly beaten by the Israelites, sent to 
Tiglath-Pileser, king of the Assyrians, and 
sued for assistance from him in his war 
against the Israelites, and Syrians, and Da 
mascens, with a promise to send him much 
money ; he sent him also great presents at the 
same time. Now this king, upon the recep 
lion of those ambassadors, came to assist 
Ahaz, and made w'ar upon (he Syrians, and 
laid their country waste, and took Damascus 
by force, and slew Rezin their king, and 
transplanted the people of Damascus into tli« 
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Upper Media, and brought a colony of As- 
syrians, and planted them in Damascus. He 
also afflicted the land of Israel, and took 
many captives out of it. While he was do- 
ing thus with the Syrians, king Aliaz took all 
the gold that was in the king's treasures, and 
the silver, and what was in the temple of 
God, and what precious gifts were there, and 
he carried them with him, and came to Da- 
mascus, and gave it to the king of Assyria, 
according to his agreement. So he confessed 
that he owed him thanks for all that he had 
done for him, and returned to Jerusalem. Now 
this king was so sottish and thoughtless of 
what was for his own good, that he w'ould 
not leave oil’ vvorshipping the Syrian gods 
when he was beaten by tliem, but he went on 
in worshipping them, as though they would 
procure him tlie victory ; and when he was 
beaten again he began to honour the gods of 
the Assyrians ; and he seemed more desirous 
to honour any other gods than his owm pater- 
nal and true God, w hose anger was the cause 
of his defeat : nay, he proceeded to such a 
degree of despite and contempt [of God’s 
worship], that he shut up the temple entirely, 
and forbade them to bring in the appointed 
sacrifices, and took away the gifts that had 
been given to it. And when he had oll'ered 
these indignities to God, he died, haviii< 
lived thirty-six years, and out of tljc'in reigned 
sixteen ; and Ik left his son Ilezekiah for his 
successor. 


CHAPTER XIII, 

HOW PEKAH DIED UY THE 1 HEACHERY O/ HO- 
SHEA, WHO WAS A ,E AITKR SUBDUED 

BY SlIAl.MAiVESEU J AND HOW IIEZEKIAil 
REIGNED INSTEAD OE AIIAZ ; AND WHAT | 
ACTIONS OE PIETY AND JUSTICE HE DID. 

§ 1. About the same time Pekah the king of 
Israel died, by the treachery of a friend of 
his, whose name was Iloshea, who retained 
the kirif^clom nine years' time ; but was a 
wicked man, and a despiscr of tlie divine 
w^orship : and Shalmaneser, the king of As- 
syria, made an expedition against iiim, and 
overcame him (wliich must have been because 
he had not God favourable nor assistant to 
him), and brought him to submission, and or- 
dered him to pay an appointed tribute. Now 
in the foiirlli year of the reign of Hoshea, 
Hezekiah, the son of Atiaz, began fo reign in 
Jerusalem ; and his mother's name was Abi- 
jah, a citizen of Jerusalem. His nature was 
good, and righteous, and religious j for when 
be came to the kingdom, he thf-ught that no- 
thing was prior, or more necessaiy, or more 
advantageous, to himself and to his subjects, 
than to worship God. Accordingly, he call • 
ed the people together, and tlie priests, and 


the Levites, and made a speech to them, and 
said, — “ You are not ignorant how, by the 
sins of my father, who transgressed that sa- 
cred honour which was due to God, you have 
had experience of many and great miseries, 
while you were corrupted in your mind by 
him, and were induced to worsliip those which 
he supposed to be gods ; I exhort you, there 
fore, w'ho have learned by sad experience how 
dangerous a tiling impiety is, to put that im- 
mediately out of your memory, and to purify 
yourselves from your former pollutions, and to 
open the temple to these priests and Levites 
vi’lio are here convened, and to cleanse it with 
the accustomed sacrifices, and to recover all 
to the ancient honour which our fathers paid 
to it ; for by this means we may render God 
favourable, and he will remit the anger he 
hath had to us.” 

2. When the king had said this, the priests 
opened the temple ; and when they had set 
in order the vessels of God, and cast out what 
was impure, they laid the accustomed sacri- 
fices upon the altar. The king also sent to 
the country that was under him, and called 
the people to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast 
of unleavened bread, for it had been intermitted 
a long time, on account of the wickedness ot 
the foremenlioned kings. He also sent to tin 
Lsraelitc! id exlu ?d tin leave oil’ their 
present way of living, and to return to their 
ancient practices, and to worship (iod, for 
that he gave them leave to come to Jerusalem, 
and to celebrate, all in one borly, the feast ol 
unleavened bread ; and this he said was hy 
way of invitation only, and to be done of their 
own good-will, and for tiicir own advantage, 
and not out of obedience to him, because it 
would make them happy. Hut the Israelite 
upon the coming of the ambassadors, and 
upon their laying before them what they had 
ill charge from their own king, were so far 
from complying therewith, that they laughed 
tlie ambassadors to scorn, and mocked them 
as fools : as also they alfronied the prophets 
who gave them the same exhortations, and 
foretold what they would sufi’er if they did 
not return to the worship of God, iiisoinucli 
that at length they caught them, and slew 
them ; nor did this degree of transgressing 
sutlice them, but they had more wicked con- 
trivances than what have been described : nor 
did they leave ofi’, before God, as a punish- 
ment for their impiety, brought them umler 
their enemies: — but of that more hereafter. 
However, many there vvere of the tribe of 
Maiiassch, and of Zebu Ion, and of Issacbar, 
wlio were obedient to what the prophets ex- 
horted them to do, and returned to the wor- 
ship of God. Now dll these came running 
to Jerusalem, to Hezekiah, that they migi’^ 
w'orship God [there], 

3. Wlien these men w'ere come, king Heze^ 
kiah went up into the temple, with the riilew 
and all the people, and offered for himscli 
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jievcii bulls, and as many rams, with seven 
lambs, and as many kitls of the goats. The 
king also himself, and tlie rulers, laid their 
hands on the heads of the sacrifices, and 
permitted the priests to complete the sacred 
offices about them. So they both slew the 
sacrifices and burnt the burnUoff'erings while 
the Levites stood round about them, with 
their musical instruments, and sang hymns to 
God, and played on their psalteries, as they 
were instructed by David to do, and this while 
the rest of the priests returned the music, and 
sounded the trumpets which tJicy had in their 
hands: and when this was done, the king 
and the multitude threw themselves down 
upon their faces, and worshipped God. He 
also sacrificed seventy bulls, one hundred 
rams, and two hundred lambs. He also 
granted the multitude sacrifices to feast upon, 
six hundrc<l oxi n, and three thousand other 
cattle; and the priests ])erformed all things 
according to the law. Now the king was so 
pleased licrewilh, that ho feasted widi the peo- 
ple, and returned thanks to God ; but as the 
feast of unleavened brearl was now come, when 
tJiey liad offered that saerilice wliicli is called 
the Passover, they after that offered other sa- 
crifices for seven days. When the king had 
bestoued on the multitude, besides what they 
sanctified of themselves, two thousand bulls, 
anil seven thousand other cattle, the same 
tiling was done by the rulers; for they gave 
them a tliousand bulls, and a thousand and 
forty otlier catilo. Nor had this festival been 
so well observed from the days of king Solo- 
mon, as it was now first observed vvitli great 
splendour and magnificence; and when the 
festival was eiulcil, they went out into tin 
country, and purged it; ami clea 1 the city 
of all the pollution of the idols. The king 
also gave order that the daily sacrifices shouhl 
ho offered, at his own charges, and according 
to the law ; and appointed hat the tithes and 
the first-fruits should be given by the mul- 
titude to the priests and Levites, that they 
might constantly attend upon divine service, 
and never be taken off' from the worsliip of 
dod. Accordingly, the multitude hroiight 
together all sorts of (heii fruits to the priests 
and the Levites. The king also made garners 
find receptacles for these fruits, and distributed 
them to every one of the priests and 1 evite 
and to their children and wives ; and thus did 
they return to tlfbir old form of divine 

Now wlien the king had settled these 
matters after the manner already described, 
made war upon the Philistines, and beat 
them, and possessed himself of all the enemy’s 
cities, from Gaza to Gath ; but the king of 
Assyria sent to him, and threatened to over- 
birn all his dominions, unless he would pay 
nm the tribute which his father paid him 
ormerly ; but king liezckiah was not con- 
cerned at his threaten ings, but depended or 
'AS piety towards God, and upon Isaiah the 
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prophet, by whom he inquired, and accurately 
knew all future events and thus much shall 
suffice for the present concerning this king 
Hezekiah. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

HOW SHALMANFSER TOOK SAMARIA JJY FORCE, 
AND HOW HE transplanted THE TEN 
TRIBES INTO MEDIA, AND BROUGHT THE NA- 
TION or THE CUTHEANS INTO THEIR COUN- 
TRY [in their room]. 

• 

§ 1. When Shalmaneser, the King of Assy- 
ria, had it told him, that [Hoshca] the king ot 
Israel had sent privately to So, the king of 
Egypt, desiring his assistance against him, he 
was very angry, and made an expedition a- 

ainst Samaria, in the seventh year of the 
reign ol Iloshea; but when he was not ad- 
mitted [into the city] by the king,* he be- 
sieged Samaria three years, and took it by 
force in the ninth year of the reign of Ilosh- 
e.a, and in the seventh year of Hezekiah, king 
of Jerusalem, and quite demolished the go- 
vernment of the Israelites, and transplanted 
all the people into Media and Persia, among 
whom he took king Iloshea alive ; and when 
he had removed these people out of this their 
land, he transplanted other nations out of 
Ciithah, a jilace so called (for there is [still] 
a river of that name in Persia), into Samaria, 
and into the country of the Israelites. So 
the ten tribes of tlie Israelites were removed 
out of Judea, nine hundred and forty-seven 
years after their forefathers were come out of 
the land of Egypt, and possessed themselves 
of this country, but eight hundred years after 
Joshua had been their leader, and, as I have 
already observed, two hundred and forty years, 
seven mouths, and seven days, after they had 
revolted from Rehoboam, the gramlson of 
David, and had given the kingdom to Jero- 
boam. And such a conclusion overtook the 
Israelites, when they hud transgressed the 
laws, and would not hearken to tlie prophets, 
who foretold that this calamity would come 
upon them, if they would not leave off’ their 
evil doings. What gave birth to these evil 
doings, w'as that seditiu i which they raised a- 
gainst Rehoboam, the grandson of David, 
when they set up Jeroboam, his servant, to be 
their king, who, by sinning against God, and 
bringing them to imitate his bad example, 

« This siege of Samaria, though not given a parti- 
cuiar acetjunt of, either in our Hebrew or Greek Bibles, 
or in Josephus, was so very long, no less than three 
years, that it was no way improbable but that parents, 
anil particularly mothers, might therein be reduced to 
eat their own cliildrcn, as the law of Moses had threa- 
tened uiion their disobedience (Levit. xxvi, 29 ; Deut. 
xxviii, 53—^7); and was accomplisheii in the other 
shorter sieges of both the capital cities, Jerusalein anrl 
Samaria ; the former mentionwl Jcr. xix, 9 ; Antiq. \u 
ix, ch iv, sect. 4 ; and Uie latter, 2 Kiiijjs vi, 419 . 
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made God to be their enemy, while Jeroboam 
underwent that punishment which he justly 
deserved. 

2. And now the king of Assyria invaded 
all Syria and Phoenicia in a hostile manner. 
The name of this king is also set down in the 
archives of Tyre, for he made an expedition! 
against Tyre in the reign of Eiuleus; and 
Menander attests to it, who, when he a rote 
his Chronology, and translated the archives of 
Tyre into the Greek language, gixies us the 
following history : — “ One whose name was 
Elulcus, reigned thirty-six years: this king, 
upon the revolt of the Cittcans, sailed to 
them, and reduced them %gain to a submis- 
sion. Against these did the king of Assyria 
send an army, and in a hostile manner over- 
run all Phoenicia, but soon made peace with 
them all, and returned back ; but Sidon, and 
Ace, and Pahetyrus, revolted ; and many 
other cities there were which delivered them- 
selves up to the king of Assyria. According- 
ly, when the Tyrians would not submit to 
him, the king returned, and fell upon them 
again, while the Phoenicians had furnished 
him with tlireescore ships, and eight hundred 
men to row them ; and when the Tyrians had 
come upon them in twelve ships, and the e- 
nemy’s ships were dispersed, they took five 
hundred men prisoners; and the reputation 
of all the citizens of Tyre was thereby in- 
creased ; but the king of Assyria returned, 
and placed guards at tiieir rivers and aque- 
ducts, who should hinder the 'lyrians from 
drawing water. This continued for five years; 
and still the Tyrians bore the siege, and drank 
of tlie water they had out of the w'ells they 
dug.'* And this is w’hat is written in the 
Tyrian archives concerning Shalmaneser, the 
king of Assyria, 
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I 3. But now the Cutheans, who removed 
I into Samaria (for that is the name they have 
I been called by to this time, because they were 
brought out of the country called CuUiah, 
’ wF.ich is a country of Persia, and there is a 
I liver of the same name in it), each of them, 
according to their nations, which were in 
number five, brought their own gods into Sa- 
maria, and by worshipping them, as was the 
custom of their own countries, they provoked 
Almighty God to be angry and displeased 
at them, for a plague seized upon them, by 
which they were destroyed ; and when they 
found no cure for their miseries, they learned 
by the oracle that they ought to worship Al- 
mighty God, as the method for tlicir deliver- 
ance. So they sent ambassadors to the king 
of Assyria, and desired him to send them 
some of those priests of the Israelites whom 
he had taken captive. And wlien he there- 
upon sent them, and the people were by them 
taught the laws, and the holy worship of God, 
they worshipped him in a respectful manner, 
and the plague ceased immediately ; and in. 
deed they continue to make use of the verj 
same customs to this very time, and are tail- 
ed in the Hebrew tongue Cutheans i but in 
the Greek Samaritans, And when they see 
the Jews in prosperity, they pretend that the) 
are changed, and allied to them, and cal) 
them kinsmen, as though they were derived 
from Jose])h, and had by that means an orf- 
ginal alliance with tliem : but when they see 
them falling into a low condition, they say 
they are no way related to them, and that the 
Jews have no right to e?xpect any kindness or 
marks of kindred from them, but they declare 
that tlicy are sojourners, that come from other 
countries. But of these we shall have a more 
seasonable opportunity to discourse hereafter 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO YEARS 

AND A HALF. 

FROM THE CAI^TIVITY OF THE TEN TRIBES TO THE FIRST 

CYRUS. 


CHAPTER I. 

HOW SENNACHERIB MADE AN EXPEDITION 
AGAINST HEZEKIAU ; WHAT THREATENINGS 
UAJISHAKEH MADE TO HEZEKIAU WHEN 
SENNACHERIB WAS GONE AGAINST THE 
EGYPTIANS ; HOW ISAIAH THE PROPHET EN- 
COURAGED HIM ; HOW SENNACHERIB, HAV- 
ING Failed of success in egypi’, return- 
ed THENCE TO JERUSALEM ; AND HOW, UP- 
ON HIS FINDING HIS ARMY DESTROYED, HE 
RETURNED HOME ; AND WHAT BEFEL HIM 
A LITTLE AFTERWARD. 

§ 1. It was now the fourteenth year of the 
government of Ilezekiah, king of the two 
tribes, when the kingsjf Assyria, whose name 
was Sennacherib, ti> ide an expedition against 
him with a great army, ami took all the cities 
ol‘ the tribes of Judah and Benjamin by force ; 
and when he was ready to bring his army 
against Jerusalem, lie/ekiali sent ambassa- 
dors to him beforehand, and promised to sub- 
mit, and pay what tribute 1 c should appoint. 
Heroujjon Sennacherib, when he heard of 
what oilers the ambassadors made, resolved 
not to proceed in the war, but to accept of 
the proposals that were made him ; and if lie 
miglit receive three hundred talents of silver, 
and thirty talents of gold, he promised that 
he would depart in a friendly manner ; and 
he gave security upon oath to the ambassa- 
dors that he vvould then do him no harm, but 
go away as he came. So Hezekiah subtnit- 
H^d, uiul emptied* his treasures, and sent the 
irjoiiey^ as supposing he should be freed from 
his enemy,' and from any farther distress 
nhout his kingdom. Accordingly, the As- 
‘^yrian king took it, and yet h^ no regard 
wliat he had promised ; but while he him- 
scll went to the war against the Egyptians 
Ethiopians, he left his general Rab- 
^hakeh, and two other of his principal com- 
niamiers, with great forces, to destroy Jeru- 
salem. Xhe names of the two other com- 
’’landers were Tartan and UabsiMris. 


2. Now as soon as they were come before 
the walls, they pitched their camp, and sent 
messengers to Hezekiah, and desired that 
they might speak with him ; but he did not 
himself come out to them for fear, but he 
sent three of his most intimate friends j the 
name of the one was Eliakim, who was ovef 
the kingdom, and Shebna, and Joah the re- 
cordcr. So these men came out, and stood 
over against the commanders of the Assyrian 
army ; and when Rabshakch saw them, he 
bade them go and speak to Hezekiah in the 
manner following :-—That Sennacherib, the 
great king,* desires to know' of him, on whom 
it is that he relies and depends, in Hying from 
his lord, and will not hear him, nor admit 
his army into the city ? Is it on account of 
the Egyptians, and in hopes that his army 
would be beaten by them ? Whereupon he 
lets him know, that if this be what he expects, 
he is a foolish man, and like one who leans 
on a broken reed ; while such a one will not 
only fall down, but will have his hand pierced 
and hurt by it. That lie ought to know he 
makes this expedition against him by the will 
of God, who hath granted this favour to him, 
that he shall overthrow the kingdom of Israel, 
and that in the very same manner he shall 
destroy those that are his subjects also. When 
liabshakeh had made this speech in the He* 
brew' tongue, for he was skiilful in that Ian 
guage, Eliakim was afraid lest the multitude 
that heard him should be disturbed ; so he 
desired him to speak in the Syrian tongue. 
But the general understanding what he ftieant, 
and perceiving the fear that he was in, he 
made his answer with u greater and a loudei 
voice, but in the Hebrew tongue ; and said, 
that ** since they all heard what were tlie 
king’s commands, they would consult their 
own advantage in delivering up themselves 
to us ; for it is plain that both yr u and your 

• This title of Great King, both in our Bibles (2 
xvlii. 19; Isa. xxxvi, 4), and here in Josephus, b the 
very same that Herodotus gives this SennaH^erib; as 

Spanheim takes notice on this place. g; 
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King dissuade the people from submitting by 
vain hopes, and so induce them to resist; but 
if you be courageous, and think to drive our 
forces away, 1 am ready to deliver to you two 
thousand of these horses that are with tnc for 
your use, if you can set as many horsemen 
on their backs, and show your strength ; but 
what you have not, you cannot produce. 
Why, therefore, do you delay to deliver up 
yourselves to a superior force, who can take 
you w'ithout your consent ? although it will 
be safer for you to deliver yourselves up vo- 
luntarily, while a forcible capture, when you 
are beaten, must appear more dangerous, and 
will bring fartlier calamities upon you.” 

S. When the people, as well as the ambas- 
sadors, heard what the Assyrian commander 
said, they related it to Hezekiah, who there- 
upon put off his royal apparel, and clothed 
himself with sackcloth, and took the liabit of 
a mourner, and, after the manner of his coun 
try, he fell upon his face, and besought God, 
and entreated him to assist them, now they 
had no other hope of relief. He also sent 
some of his friends, and some of the priests, 
to the prophet Isaiah, aiirl desired that he 
would pray to God, and offer sacrifices for 
their common deliverance, and so put up 
supplications to him, that lie would have in- 
dignation at the expectations of their enemies, 
and have mercy upon his people. And when 
the prophet had done accordingly, an oracle 
came from God to him, and encouraged the 
king and his friends that were about him ; 
and foretold, tliat their enemies should be 
beaten without fighting, and should go away 
in an ignominious manner, and not with that 
insolence wliieh they now show, for that God 
would take care that they should be destroy- 
ed. IJc also foretold that Sennacherib, the 
king of Assyria, should fail of his purpose 
against Egypt, and that when he came home, 
he should perish by the sw'ord. 

4. About the same time also the king of 
Assyria wrote an epistle to Hezekiah, in 
which he said he was a foolish man in su|)- 
posiiig that he should escape from being his 
servant, since he had already brought under 
many and great nations; and he threatened, 
that, when he took him, he would utterly 
destroy him, unless he now opened the gates, 
and willingly received Ins army into Jerusa- 
lem. When he had read this epistle, he despis- 
ed is on account of the trust that he had in 
God ; but he rolleil up the epistle, and laid 
it up within the temple ; and as he made his 
farther prayers to God for the city, and for 
the prese»-vation of all the people, the pro- 
phet Isaiah said, that God had heard bis 
prayer, and that he should not at this time 
be besieged by tlie king of Assyria;* that, 

« Wliat Jos^pltus says here, how (saiah the prophet 
waured HezekiJtti, that at ihig tiiiic he should not be 
Jiesiegecl by the king of Assv; -a ; that for the future he 
he secure of not ben.g at all disturbed by him; 
that [afterward] the pt oj.l • might go on peaceably, i 


for the future, he might be secure of not 
being at all disturbed by him ; and that the 
people might go on peaceably, and without 
fear, with their husbandry and other affairs 
but after a little while, the king of Assyria, 
when he had failed of his treacherous designs 
against the Egyptians, returned home with- 
out success on the following occasion He 
spent a long time in the siege of Pelusium ; 
and when the banks that he liad raised over 
against the walls were of a great height, and 
when he was ready to make an immediate as- 
sault upon them, but heard that Tirhaka, king 
of the Ethiopians, was coming, and bringing 
great forces to aid the Egyptians, and was 
resolved to march through the desert, and so 
to fall directly upon the Assyrians, this king 
Sennacherib was disturbed at the news ; and, 
as I said before, left I’elusium, and returned 
back without success. Now concerning this 
Sennacherib, Herodotus also says, in the se- 
cond book of his histories, how “ this king 
came against the Egyjitiaii king, who was the 
priest of Vulcan ; and that as he was besieg- 
ing I^elusiuin, he broke up the siege on the 
following occasion : — ’i’his Egyptian piiest 
prayed to (»od, and (iod heard his prayer, 
and sent a judgment upon the Arabian king,” 
But in this Herodotus was mistaken when 
he called this king not king of the Assyrians, 
but of the Arabians ; for he saith, that ** a 
multitude of mice gnawed to pieces in one 
night both the bows and the rest of the ar 
inour of the Assyrians ; and that it was on 
that account that the king, when he had no 
bows left, drew off his army from Pelusium.” 
And Herodotus docs indeed give us this his- 
tory ; nay, and Berosus, who wrote of the 
affairs of Chaldea, makes mention of tliis king 
Sennacherib, and that he ruled over the Assy- 
rians, and that he made an expedition against 
all Asia and Egypt ; and says thus : — f 
5. Now when Sennacherib was return- 
ing from his Egyptian war to Jerusalem, he 
found his army under Babshakch his general 
in danger [by a plague], for God had sent a 
pestilential distemper upon his army ; and on 
the very first night of the siege, a hundred 
fourscore fuid five thousand, witli tiicir cap- 
tains and generals, were destroyed. So the 
king was in a great dread, and in a terrible 
agony at this calamity ; and being in great 

and without fear, with their husbandry, and other af- 
fairs,” is more distinct in our other copies, botli of Inc 
Kings and of Isaiah, and deserves very great considcia- 
turn. The words arc these;—** This shall be a sign unto 
thee ; Ve shall eat this year such as growetb of itselr j 
and the second year that which si>ringctli of the same; 
and ill the third year sow ye, and renjt, and plant vine- 
yards, and eat the fruit thereof” (2 Kings xix, 20 ; 
xxxvii, 3U) I which seem to me plainly to design a sau- 
batic year, a year of jubilee next after it, and the suo 
ceeding usual labours and fruits of them on the tnira 
and following years. . 

f That this terrible calamity of the slaughter of ww 
185,000 Assyrians is here delivered in the words of ^ 
rosus the Chaldean ; and that it was cerulnly aojj ; j. 
qucntly foretold by the Jewish prophete ; wid 
was certain^ and undeniably acoomplisliedi see ^ 
th.oiit. Rec. Part ii, iiage 858* 
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fear for l)is whole army, he fled with the rest 
of his forces to his own kingdom, and to his 
city Nineveh ; and when he liad abode there 
a little while, he was treacherously assaulted, 
and died by the hands of his elder sons,* 
Adrammelech and Seraser, and was slain in 
liis own temple, which was called Araske. 
Now these sons of his wore driven away, on 
account of the murder of their father, hy the 
citizens, and went into Armenia, while As- 
sarachoddas took the kingdom of Sennache- 
rib.” And this proved to be the conclusion 
of this Assyrian expedition against the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem. 


CHAPTER II. 

HOW hezkktah was sick, and ready to 

DIE, AND HOW GOD JIIvSTOWED fiPON HIM 
FIFTEEN YEARS LONGER LIFE [AND SECUR- 
ED THAT promise), BY fHE GOING BACK OF 
THE SHADOW TEN DEGREES. 

§ 1. Now Ilezekiah being thus ilelivered, af- 
ter a surprising manner, from the dread he 
was in, offered thank-offerings to God, with 
all his people ; because nothing else had de- 
stroyed some of their enemies, and made the 
rest so fearful of undergoing the same fate, 
that they departed iVom Jerusalem, but that 
divine assistance : yet, while he was very zeal- 
ous and diligent about the worship of God, 
did he soon afterwards lidl into a severe dis- 
tcmpcr,f insomuch, that the physicians de- 
spaired of him, and expected no good issue 
of his sickness, us neithui did his friends: and 
besides the distemper itself, there was a very 
melancholy circumstance that disordered the 
king, which was the consideration fliathewas 
cliildless, and was going to die, »nd leave his 
house and his government without, a successor 
of his own hotly : so he was troubled at ihe 
tlioughts of this his condition, and lamented 
himself, and entreated of God that he would 
prolong his life for a little while till he had 
some children, and not suffer him to depart 
this life before he was become a father. Here- 
upon God had mercy upon him, and accepted 

• Wc are here to take notice, tliat these tw<< sons of 
ponnHciierib that ran away into Armenia, became the 
•teads of two famous fumflies there, the Arzerunii and 
the Geimnii ; of which see the particular liistories in 
Moses Cltorenensis, i». Go. 

T Josephus, and all our copies, place the sickness of 
Htvekiah after the destruction t)f Sennacherib's army, 
hecausp it appears to have bt'en after his first assauit, {is 
he was going into Arabia and Egypt, where he pusheti 
conquests as far as they would go, and in order to 
oispatcli his story altogether ; yet does no copy but this 
ot Josephus say it was after that destruction, but only 
mat It happened in those days, or about tliat time of 
nfT- ‘i- Nor will the fifteen years’ prolongation 

his sickness, allow that sickness to have 
than the former part of the fifteenth year of 
chronology does not allow liim in all 
wve twenty-nine years and a few months ; whereas the 
of Sennacherib was in the fourteepth year 

•'w n^t U W Sennacherib’s army 
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of liiii supplication, because the trouble he was 
under at his supposed death was not because 
he was soon to le ive the advantages he en- 
joyed in the kingdom ; nor did ho on that ac- 
count pray that he might have a longer life 
afforded him, but in. order to have sons, that 
might receive the government after him. And 
God sent Isaiah the prophet, and commanded 
him to iiifunn Hezekiah;, that w'ithin three 
days* time he should get clear of his distem 
per, and should survive it fifteen years, and 
that he should have children also. Now up- 
on the prophet's saying this, as God had comr 
tnanded him, he could hardly believe it, both 
on account of the distemper he was under, 
which was very sore, and by reason of the 
surprising nature of what was fold him ; so 
he desired that Isaiah would give him some 
sign or xvotnler, that he might believe liim in 
w'iiat he had said, and he sensible that he came 
from God : for things that are beyond expec- 
tation, and greater than our hopes, are made 
credible hy actions of the like nature. And 
when Isaiah had asked him what sign he de- 
sired to be exhibited, he desired that he w ould 
make the shadow of the sun, w'hich he had 
already made to go down ten steps [or de- 
grees] in his house, to return again to the 
same place, | and to make it as it was before. 
And when the prophet prayed to God to ex- 
hibit this sign to the king, he saw' what be 
desired to see, and was freed from his distem- 
per, and went up to the temple, where he wor- 
shipped God and rnadfc vows to him. 

2 , At this time it was that the dominion of 
the Assyrians was overthrown by the Medes;§ 
but of these things 1 shall treat elsewhere. 
But the king of Babylon, whose name was 
Baladan, sent ambassadors to Hezekiah with 
I presents, unci desired he would be his ally aiia 
his friend. So he received the ambassadors 

^ As to this rcgrcs.s uf the shadow, cither upon a sun- 
dial, or the Steps i>f the royal palace built by Anaz, whe- 
ther it were physically doiic by the real miraculous re- 
volution of Uic earth in its diuvnal motion backwards 
, from east to west for a while, and its return again to its 
old natural rev dIu lion from west to east ; or whether it 
, were not apparent, only, and performed by an aeriaj 
' phosphorus, which imitated the Bun’s motion oaek- 
I ward.s, while a cloud hid the real sun, cannot now bo 
I determined. I Philosophers and astronomers will natu- 
rally incline to tlie latter hypothesis. However, it must 
be noted, that Josephn.s seems to have uiiderstcMid it 
otherwise than we generally do; that the shadow was 
aci'elerated as much at first forward as it was made to go 
bjickward afterwards, and so the day \v.as neither longer 
nor shorter than usual; which, it must be confessed, 
agrees best of all to astronomy, whose eclipses, older 
than that time, were observed at tlie same times of the 
day as if this miracle hud never happened. After all, 
this wonderful signal was not, it seems, peculiar to Ju- 
dea, but either seen, or at least heard of, at fiabylon 
also, as appears by ii Chron. xxxii, 31 ; where we learn 
that the fiabyluuian amliassadors were sent to Hezekiah, 
among other things, to inquire of the wonder that was 
done in the land. 

% This expression of Josephus, that the Medes, upon 
this destruction of the Assyruin army, “ overthrew” the 
Assyrian empire, seems to be too strong t for although 
they imnuHli.ately east off the Assyrian yoke, and setup 
Deioccs, a king of ihcir own, yet it was some time 
fore the Mctles and Babylonians overthrew Nineveh; 
and some generations before the Meiies and Persians, 
under Cyaxares and Cyrus, overthrew the Assyrian m 
B abylonian empire, and took Babvlon. 
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gladly, and made them a feast, and showed 
them his treasures, and his armoury, and the 
other wealth he was possessed of, in precious 
stones, and in gold, and gave them presents 
to be carried to Baladan, and sent them back 
to him. Upon which the prophet Isaiah came 
to him, and inquired of him whence those 
ambassadors came : to which he replied, that 
they came from Babylon, from the king; and 
that be had ‘diowed them all he had, that by 
the sight of his riches and forces he might 
thereby guess at [the plenty he was in and 
be able to inform the king of it. But the 
prophet rejoined, and said, — “ Know thou, 
that, after a little while, these riches of thine 
shall be carried away to Babylon, and thy 
posterity shall be made eunuchs there, and 
lose their manhood, and be servants to the 
king of Babylon ; for that God foretold such 
things would come to pass.“ Upon which | 
wor Is Hezekiah was troubled, and said, that | 
he himself unwilling that his nation 
should fall into such calamities ; yet, since it 
is n Jt possible to alter what God had deter- 
mitud, he prayed that there might be peace 
while he lived. Berosus also makes mention 
ot this Baladan, king of Babylon. Now as 
to this prophet [Isaiah], he was, by the con- 
fession of all, a divine and wonderful nuin in 
speaking trutli ; ami out of the assurance that 
he had never written what was false, he wrote 
down all his prophecies, and’left them behind 
him in books, that their accomplishment might 
be judged of from the events by posterity, j 
Nor did this prophet do so alone ; but the 
others, which were tvudve in number, did the! 
same. And whatsoever is done among us, 
whether it be good, or whether it be bad, 
comes to pass according to their prophecies; 
but of every one of these we shall speak here- 
after. 


CHArTEll 111. 

HOW MANASSEH UEIGNED A>TKH HEZKKIAH 
AND HOW, WHEN HE WAS IN CAPTIVITY, HE 
HETUllSED TO GOD, AND WAS HESTOHBD TO 
HIS KINGDOM, AND LEFT IT TO [hIS SOn] 

§ 1. When king Hezekiah had survived the 
interval of time already mentioned, and had 
dwelt all that time in peace, he died, having 
completed fifty-four years of his. life, and 
reigned twenty-nine. But when his sou Ma- 
nasseh, whose mother’s name was Hephzibali, 
of Jerusalem, had taken the kingdom, he de- 
parted from the conduct of his father, and 
fell into a course ol life quite contrary there- 
to^ and showed himself in hi:i manners most; 
Wlckod in al! respects, and omitted no sort ofi 
illipiety, but imitated th-sc transgressions of 1 
fho Israelites;, by the commission of which! 


OF THE JEWS. book X 

against God, they had been destroyed ; for he 
was so hardy as to defile the temple of God, 
and the city, and the whole country ; for, by 
setting out from a contempt of God, he bar- 
barously slew all the righteous men that were 
among the Hebrews ; nor would he spare the 
prophets, for he every day slew some of them, 
till Jerusalem was overflown with blood. So 
God was angry at these proceedings, and sent 
prophets to the king, and to the multitude, by 
whom he threatened the very same calamities 
to them which their brethren the Israelites, 
upon the like affronts offered to God, were 
now under. But these men would not be- 
lieve their words, by which belief they might 
have reaped the advantage of escaping all 
those miseries ; yet did they in earnest learn 
that what the prophets had told tliem was 
true. 

ii. And when they persevered in the same 
course of life, God raised up war against them 
from the king of Babylon and Chaldea, who 
sent an army against Judea, and laid waste the 
country; and caught king Manasseh by trea- 
chery, and ordered Jiim to be broiigljt to him, 
and had him under his power to inflict what 
punishment he pleased upon him. But then 
it w'as that Manasseh perceived w'hat a miser- 
able condition he was in, and esteeming him. 
self the cause of all, he besought God to ren- 
der his enemy humane and mercilul to him. 
Accordingly, God heard his prayer, and 
granted him what he prayed for. So Manasseh 
was released by the king of Babylon, and es 
caped the danger he was in ; and when he 
was come to Jerusalem, he endeavoured, if it 
were possible, to cast out of his memory those 
his former sins against God, of which he now 
repented, and to apply himself to a very reli- 
gious life. lie sanctified the temple, and 
purged the city, and for the remainder of iiis 
days lit was intent on nothing but to return 
bis thanks to God for his deliverance, and to 
preserve him propitious to him all his life 
long. He also instructed the multitude to do 
the same, as having very nearly experienced 
what a calamity he was fallen into by a con- 
trary conduct. He also rebuilt the altar, and 
offered the legal sacrifices, as Moses com- 
manded ; and when lie had re-established 
what concerned the divine worship, as it ought 
to be, he took care of the security of Jerusa- 
lem ; he did not ,only repair the old walls 
with great diligence, but adtled anotlier wall 
to the former. He also built very lofty towers, 
and the garrisoned places before the city he 
strengthened, not only in other respects, but 
with provisions of all sorts that they wanted; 
and indeed, when he had changed his former 
course, he so led his life for the lime to coint 
that from the time of his return to piety to- 
wards God, he was deemed a happy man, and 
a pattern for imitation. When tlierefore h* 
had lived sixty-seven years, he departed tins 
life, having reigued fifty-flve years, and 
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buried in his own garden ; and the kingdom 
came to his son Amon, w'hose mother*s name 
was Meshulemeth^ of the city of Jotbath. 


CHAPTER IV. 

now AMON REIGNED INSTEAD OF MANASSEH ; 
and AI-TER AMON, REIGNED JOSJAU J HE 
WAS BOTH RIGHTEOUS AND RELIGIOUS. AS 
AI-SO CONCERNING HULDAH THE PRO- 
PHETESS. 

§ 1. This Amon imitated those works of his 
father wiiicli lie insolently did when he w'as 
young : so he had a conspiracy made against 
liiin by his own servants, and was slain in his 
own house, when he had lived twenty-four 
years, and of them had reigned two j hut the 
multitude punished those that slew Amon, 
and buried him with his father, and gave the 
kingdom to his son .Tosiah, who was eight 
years old. His mother was of the city of 
Boscath, and her name w*as Jedidah. He 
i/i'HS of a most excellent disposition, and 
naturally virtuous, and followed the actions 
of king David, as a pattern and a rule to him 
in the whole conduct of his life ; and when 
he was twelve yvift's old he gave demonstra- 
tions of his religious and righteous behaviour ; 
for he brought the people to a sober \vay of 
living, and exhorted tl)om to leave off the opi- 
nion they had of tlicir idols, because they were 
Dot gods, but to worship their own God ; and 
Dy redeeting on the ctions of his progenitors, 
he prudently corrcelcd wliat they did wrong, 
like a very elderly man, and like one abun- 
ilantly able to understand what was fit to be 
done ; and what he found they had well done. 
In* observed all the country over, and imitated 
the same ; and thus he acted in following the 
wisdom and sagacity of his own nature, and 
ill compliance with the advice and instruction 
of the elders ; for by following the law’s it 
was that he succeeded so well in the order of 
his government, and in piety with regard to 
the divine worship; and this happened be- 
cause the transgressions of the former kings 
were seen no more, but quite vanished away; 
for the king went about the city, ard the 
whole country, and cut down tlie groves, 
which were devoted to strange gods, and over- 
threw flieir altars ; and if there were any gifts 
dedicated to them by his forefathers, he made 
dium ignominious, and plucked them down ; 
and l)y this means he brought the people back 
ffoin their opinion about them to the M’orship 
ol God. He also offered his accustomed sa- 
^iHces and burnt-offerings upon the altar, 
loreover, he ordained certain judges and 
overseers, that they might order the matters 
^0 them severally belonging, and have regard 
to justice above all things, and distribute it 
" 'o* the same concern they would have about 
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their own soul. He also sent over all the 
country, and desired such as pleased to bring 
gold and silver for the repairs of the temple 
according to every one’s inclinations and abi- 
lities ; and when the money was brought in, 
he made one Maaseiah the governor of the 
city, and Shaphan the scribe, and Joah tlie re- 
corder, and Eliakim the high-priest, curators 
of the temple, and of the charges contributed 
thereto ; who made no delay, nor put the work 
off at all, but prepared architects, and what- 
soever was proper for those repairs, and set 
closely about the work. So the temple was 
repaired by this means, and became a public 
demonstration of the king’s piety. 

2, But when he was now in the eighteenth 
year of his reign, he sent to Eliakim the high- 
priest, and gave order, that out of what mo- 
ney was overplus, he should cast cups, and 
dishes, and vials, for ministration [in the tem- 
ple] ; and besides, that they should bring all 
the gold or silver which was among the trea- 
sures, and expend that also in making cups 
and the like vessels: but as the high- priest 
was bringing out the gold, he lighted upon the 
holy books of Moses that were laid up in the 
temple ; and when lie had brought them out, 
he gave them to Shaphan the scribe, who, 
when he had read them, came to the king, 
and informed him that all was finished which 
he had ordered to be done. He also read 
over the books to him, who, when he had 
heard them read, rent fiis garment, and called 
for Eliakim the high-priest, and for [Shaphan] 
the scribe, and for certain [other] of his most 
particular friends, and sent them to Huldah 
the prophetess, the wife of Shallum (which 
Shall inn was a man of dignity, and of an 
eminent family), and bade them go to her and 
fuiy that [he desired] she would appease God, 
and endeavour to render him propitious to 
them, for that there was cause to fear lest, 
upon the transgression of the laws of Moses 
by their forefathers, they should be in peril 
of going into captivity, and of being cast out 
of their own country ; lest they should be in 
want of all things, and so end tticir days mi- 
serably. When tlie projiheiess had heard tliis 
from the messengers that were sent to her by 
the king, she bade them go back to the king, 
and say, that God liad already given sentence 
against them, to destroy tiie people, and cast 
then out of their country, and deprive them 
of all the happiness they enjoyed ; which sen- 
tence none could set aside by any prayers of 
theirs, since it was passed on account of their 
transgressions of the laws, and of their not 
having repented in so long a time, while the 
prophets had exhorted them to amend, and 
bad foretold the punishments that would ensue 
on their impious practices ; which threatening 
God would certainly execute upon them, that 
they might be persuaded that he is God, and 
had not deceived them in any respect as to 
what he had denounced by ^'is prophets ; tliat 
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yet, because Josiah was a righteous man, lie and what tiling soever there was besides 
would at present delay those calamities, but which they worshipped as a god. And when 
that, after his death, he would send on the he had thus purged all the country, he called 
multitude what miseries he had determined the peojile to Jerusalem, and there celebrated 
for them. the feast of unleavened bread, and that called 

3. So these messengers, upon this prophecy the Passover. He also gave the people for 
of the woniun, came and told it to the king paschal sacrifices, young kids of the goats, 
whereupon he sent to the people everywhere, and lambs, thirty thousand, and three thou« 
and ordereil that the priests and the Levites sand oxen for burnt-offerings. The princi- 
should come together to Jerusalem ; and pal of the priests also gave to the priests 
commanded that those of every age should be against the passover two thousand and six 
present also ; and when they were gathered hundred lambs ; the principal of the Levites 
together, he first read to them the holy books ; also gave to the Levites five thousand lambs, 
after w'hich he stood upon a pulpit, in the and five hundred oxen, by which means there 
midst of the multitude, and obliged them to was great plenty of sacrifices ; and they offer- 
make a covenant, with an oath, that they ed these sacrifices according to the laws of 
would w'orship God and keep the laws of Mo- Moses, while every priest explained the mat- 
scs. Accordingly, they gave their assent ter, and ministered to the multitude. And 
willingly, and undertook to do what the king indeed there had been no other festival thus 
had recommended to them. So they imme- celebrated by the Hebrews from the times of 
diately oflered sacrifices, and that after an ac- Samuel the prophet ; and the plenty of sacri- 
ceptable manner, and besought God to be fices now was the occasion that all things 
gracious and merciful to them. He also eu- were performed according to the law's, and 
joined tlie high-prie.st, that if there remained according to the custom of their forefathers, 
in the temple any vessel that was dedicated So when Josiah had after this lived in peace, 
to idols, or to foreign gods, they should cast nay, in riches and reputation also, among all 
it out; so when a great number of such ves- men, he ended his life in the manner follow 
sels were got together, he btjrnt them, and ing. 

scattered their ashes abroad, and slew the 
priests of tiie idols that were not of the fami- 
ly of Aaron. 

4. And when he had done thus in Jerusa- CHAP'J'EIl V. 

lem, he came into the country, and utterly 

destroyed what buildings had been made HOW josiah fought with neco [king of 
therein by king Jeroboam, in honour of EGYFf], and was wounded, and died in 
strange gods ; and he burnt the bones of the 


A LITTLE TIME Al-TEHWAaDS : AS ALSO HOW 
NECO CARRIED JEHOAHAZ, WHO HAD BEEN 
MADE KING, INTO KGYFT, AND DELIVEBEU 
THE KINGDOM TO JEllOlAKIM : AND [LAST- 
LY], CONCERNING JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEL. 


false prophets upon that altar which Jero- 
boam first f)uilt; and, as the prophet [Jadon], 
who came to Jeroboam when he was oflering 
sacrifice, and when all the people heard him, 
foretold what would come to pass, viz. that 
a certain man of the house of David, Josiah § L Now Neco, king of Egypt, raised an 
by name, should do what is here mentioned, army, and marched to the river Euphrates, 
And It happened that those predictions took In order to fight with the Medes and Baby- 
efiect after three hundred and sixty-one years, lonians, who had overthrown the dominion of 
5. After these things, Josiah went alw> to the Assyrians,! for he had a desire to reign 
such other Israelites as had escaped captivity nver Asia. Now when he was come to the 
and slavery under the Assyrians, and per- city Mendes, which belonged to the kingdom 
suaded them to desist from their impious of Josiah, he brought an army to hinder him 
practices, and to leave ofl’ the honours they from passing through his own country, in his 
paid to strange gods, but to worship rightly expedition against the Medes. Now Neco 
their own Almighty God, and adhere to him. sent a herald to Josiah, and told him, that he 
He also searched the houses, and the villages, not made tlds expedition against him, 
and the cities, out of a suspicion that some- . but was making haste to Euphrates ; and de- 
body might have one idol or other in private; j sired that he would not provoke him to fight 
nay, indeed, he took away the chariots [of i against him, because he obstructed hism irch 
the Sun] tliat were set up in his royal pa- j 

lace,* which ins predecessors had framed, people; which chariots were now** taken away/ 

sepnus says, or, as the book of Kings says, ** burnt win 


fire, by Josiah.** 


rkablc pitssage of chronoI<MW hi 
the latter end of the reign of 


oS, m the second f tL's is a remarkable 

A. ‘ in Jose- sephus, that about the iutier enu oi me reigu 

phus, an^ to t,.vni,late this passa;(r. truly in Josephus, the Medes and Babylonians overthrew the 
whose CO0IW a>f i>upi)o»eu to ^ here imperfect. How- the Assyrians; or, in the words of Tobifs co..— - . - 
^or, tlie genetal sense of b,3th seeins to Ijc rhis;~That that ** before Tobias died, he heard of the destrurtioO 
th<^re wrtoerl^in chariots, • jth their horses, dalicated of Nineveh, which was taken by Nebuchodono^T 
to tfie i^l of the bun, or to Moleeh ; which i«lol might Babylonian, and Assuerus the Mede,** Tob. Xlv, 15 ‘ 
be earned about in procCdStoi and worshipped by the Dean PrUlcaux’s Connexion, at the year 


empire < 
continuJ'm’f* 
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to the place whither he had resolved to go. 
But Josiah did not admit of this advice of 
Neco, but put himself into a |)osture to hin- 
der him from his intended march. 1 sup- 
pose it was fate that pushed him on to tliis 
conduct, that it might take an occasion against 
him ; for as he was setting his army in array,* 
and rude about in his chariot, from one wing 
of his army to another, one of the Egyptians 
shot an arrow at him, and put an end to his 
eagerness for fighting ; for, being sorely 
wounded, he commanded a retreat to be 
sounded for his army, and returned to Jeru- 
salem, and died of that wound ; and was 
magnificently buried in the sepulchre of his 
fathers, when he had lived thirty-nine years, 
and of them had reigned thirty-one. But all 
the people mourned greatly for him, lament- 
ing and grieving on his account many days ; 
and Jeremiah the prophet composed an elegy 
to lament him,f wliich is extant till this time 
also. Moreover, this prophet denounced be- 
forehand the sad calamities that were coming 
ujjon the city. He also loft behind him in 
writing a description of that destruction of 
our nation which has lately happened in our 
days, and the taking of Babylon ; nor was he 
tlic only prophet who delivered such predic- 
tions beforehand to the multitude; but so 
did Ezekiel also, who w'as the first person 
that wrote, and left behind him in writing 
two books, concerning these events. Now 
these two projdiets were priests by birth, but 
of them Jeremiah dwelt in Jerusalem, from 
the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah, un- 
til the city and temple were uttei ly destroyed. 
HoweveJ, as to wli it beft-l this prophet, we 
will relate it in its proper place. 

‘2. Ui)on the death of Josiah, which w'c 
liave already mentioned, his son, Jehoahaz 
l)y name, took the kingdom, being about 
twenty-three years old. He reigned in Je- 
rusalem ; and his mother - as llamutal, of 
the city Libnah. He was an impious man, 
and impure in his course of life ; but as the 
king of Egypt returned from tlie battle, he sent 
for Jehoahaz to come to him to the city called 
Hamath,^ whicii belongs to Syria ; and when 
ho was come, he put him in bands, and de- 
livered the kingdom to a brother of his by 
the father’s side, whose name was Eliakim, 
^nd changed his name to Jehoiakim, and laid 

* This battle is iustly esteemed tiie very same that 
ucroclotus (b. ii, s«!t. 156), mentions, when he says, 

♦ ‘lii “ Necao Joined battle with flie Syrians [or Jews] 
at Mfvgdolum [Megiddo], and beat them,*’ as Dr. Hud- 
son here observes. 

whether Josephus, from 2 Chron. xxxv, 25, here 
tncans the book of the l.amcntatious of Jeremiah, stiU 

Jint, which chietly belongs to the destruction of Jc- 
"L under Nebuchadne/zar, or to any other like 
Vf*‘'“]^holy poem now lost, but extant in the days of 
j )>eeuliarly to Josiah, cannot now be 

Arl T ancient city Hamath, which Is joined with 
3 a .i’ Aradus, and with Damascus (2 Kings xviii, 
-3), cities of Syria and 
ilonH near the borders of Jmkia, was also itself evi- 
’*®str though long ago utterly 
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a tribute upon the land of a hundred talents 
of silver, and a talent of gold ; and this sum 
of money Jehoiakim paid by way of tribute ; 
but Neco carried away Jehoahaz into Egypt, 
where he died, when ho had reigned three 
months and ten days. Now Jehoiakim’s 
mother was called Zebudah, of the city Ilu- 
raah. He was of a wicked disposition, and 
ready to do mischief . nor was he either reli- 
gious towards God, or good-natured towards 


CHAPTER VI. 

HO\^ NEBUCHADNEZZAR, WHEN HE HAD CON- 
QUERED THE KING OF EGYPT, MADE AN EX- 
PEDITION AGAINST THE JEWS, AND SLEW 
JEHOIAKIM, AND MADE JEHOIACHIN, Hlfl 
SON, KING. 

§ 1. Now in the fourth year of the reign of 
Jehoiakim, one whose name was Nebuchad- 
nezzar took the government over the Babylo- 
nians, who at the same time went up with a 
jreat army to the city Carcheinisli, w'hich was 
at Euphrates, upon a resolution he had taken 
to fight with Neco, king of Egypt, under 
whom all Syria then was. And wljcn Neco 
understood the intention of the king of Baby- 
lon, and that this expedition was made against 
him, he did not despise his attempt, but made 
baste with a great band of men to £uphra> 
tes to defend himself from Nebuchadnezzar ♦ 
and when they had joined battle, he was 
beaten, and lost many ten thousands [of his 
soldiers] in the battle. So the king of Ba- 
bylon passed over Euphrates, and took all 
Syria, as far as Pelusium, excepting Judea. 
But when Nebuchadnezzar had already reign- 
ed four years, which was the eighth of Jehoi- 
akim’s government over the Hebrews, the king 
of Babylon made an expedition with mighty 
forces against the Jews, and required tribute 
of Jehoiakim, and threatened, on his refusal, 
to make war against him. He was affrighted 
at liis threatening, and bought his peace with 
money, and brought the tribute he was order- 
ed to bring for three years. 

‘2. But on the third year, upon hearing 
that the king of the Babylonians made an ex- 
pedition against the Egyptians, he did not pay 
his tribute; yet was he disappointed of bia 
hope, for the Egyptians durst not fight at this 
time. And indeed the prophet Jeremiah fore- 
told every day how vainly they relied on their 
hopes from Egypt, and how the city would be 
overthrown by the king of Babylon, and Je- 
hoiakim the king would be subdued by him. 
But what he thus spake proved to be of no 
advantage to them, because there were none 
that should escape ; for both the multbtude, 
and the rulers, when they heard him, Ir-d no 
concern about what they heard; but jeing 
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displeased at what was said, as if the prophet 
were a diviner against the king, they accused 
Jeremiah ; and bringing him before tlie court, 
tliey required that a sentence and a punish- 
ment might be given against him. Now all 
the rest gave their votes for his condemnation, 
hut the elders refused, who prudently sent 
away the prophet from the court [of the pri - 
son], and persuaded the rest to do Jeremiah 
no harm ; for they said that he was not the 
only person who foretold what would come 
to the city, but that Micah signified the same 
before him, as well as many others, none of 
whom suffered any thing of the kings that 
then reigned, but were honoured as the pro- 
phets of God. So they mollified the multi- 
tude with these words, and delivered Jeremiah 
from the punishment to which he was con- 
demned. Now when this prophet had written 
all his prophecies, and the people were fast- 
ing, and assembled at the temple, on the ninth 
month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim, he read 
the book he had composed of his predictions 
'f what was to befal the city, and the temple, 
and the multitude ; and when the rulers heard 
of it, they took the book from him, and bade 
him and Baruch the scribe to go their ways, 
lest they should be discovered by one or other ; 
but they carried the book, and gave it to the 
king ; so he gave order in the presence of his 
friends, that his scribe should take it and read 
it. When the king heard what it contained, 
he was angry, and tore it, and cast it into the 
fire, where it was consumed. He also com- 
manded that they should seek for Jeremiah 
and Baruch the scribe, and bring them to him, 
that they might bo punished. However, they 
escaped his anger. 

3. Now, a little time afterwards, the king 
of Babylon made an expedition against Je- 
hoiakim, whom he received [into the city], 
and this out of fear of the foregoing predic- 
tions of this prophet, as supposing that he 
should suffer notiiing that was terrible, be- 
cause he neither shut the gates, nor fought 
against him ; yet when he was come into the 
city, he did not observe the covenants he had 
made ; but he slew such as were in the flower 
of their age, and such as were of the greatest 
dignity, together with their king Jehoiakim, 
whom he commanded to he thrown before the 
walls, without any burial ; and made his son 
Jehoiachin king of the country and of the 
city : he also took the principal persons in 
dignity for captives, throe thousand in num- 
ber, and led them away to Babylon ; among 
whom wat> the prophet Ezekiel, who was then 
but young. And this was the end of king 
Jehoiakim, when he had lived thirty-six years, 
and of them reigned elven. But Jehoiachin 
succeeded him in the kingdom, wliose mo- 
ther’s irame was Nehushta ; she was a citizen 
of Jerusalem. He reigned three months and 
ten dayi. 


CHAPTER VII. 

THAT THE KING OF BABYLON REPENTED OP 
MAKING JEHOIACHIN KING, AND TOOK HIM 
AWAY TO BABYLON, AND DELIVERED THE 
KINGDOM TO ZEDEKIAH. THIS KING WOULD 
NOT BELIEVE WHAT WAS PREDICTED BY JE- 
REMIAH AND EZEKIEL, BUT JOINED HIMSELF 
TO THE EGYPITANS ; WHO, WHEN THEY CAME 
INTO JUDEA, WERE VANQUISHED BY THE 
KING OF BABYLON ; AS ALSO WHAT BEFEL 
JEREMIAH. 

§ 1. But a terror seized on the king of Ba- 
bylon, who had given the kingdom to Jehoia. 
cliin, and that immediately ; he was afraid 
that he should boar him a grudge, because of 
his killing his fatlier, and thereupon should 
make the country revolt from him ; where- 
fore he sent an army, and besieged Jehoiachin 
in Jerusalem ; but because he was of a gen- 
tle and just disposition, he did not desire to 
see the city endangered on his account, but 
he took his mother and kindred, and deliver- 
ed them to the commanders sent by the king 
of Babylon, and accepted of their oaths, that 
neither should they suffer any barm, nor the 
city ; which agreement they did not observe 
for a single year, for the king of Babylon did 
not keep it, but gave orders to his generals 
to take all that were in the city captives, both 
the youth and the handicraftsmen, and bring 
them bound to him ; their number was ten 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two; as 
also Jehoiachin, and his mother and friends ; 
and when those were brought to him, ho kept 
them in custody, and appointed Jehoiachin ’s 
uncle, Zedekial), to be king; and made him 
take an oath, that he would certainly keep the 
kingdom for him, and make no innovation, 
nor have any league of friendship with the 
Egyptians. 

2. Now Zedekiah was twonty-and-one years 
old when he took the government; and had 
the same mother with his brother Jehoiakim, 
but was a despiser of justice and of his duty, 
for truly those of the same age with him were 
wicked about him, and the whole multitude 
did what unjust and insolent things they 
pleased ; for which reason the prophet Jere- 
miah came often to him, and protested to him, 
and insisted, that he must*Ieave off his im* 
pieties and transgressioni, and take care ot 
what was right, and neither give ear to the 
rulers (among whom were wicked men) nor 
give credit to their false prophets who delud 
ed them, as if the king of Babylon would make 
no more war against Jiim, and as if the EgyP" 
tians would make war against him, and conquer 
him, since what they said was not true; and the 
events would not prove such [as they expect- 
ed]. Now as to Zedekiah himself, whiU 
heard the orophet speak, he believed him, a*' 
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agreed to every thing as true, and supposed 
it was for his advantage ; but then his friends 
perverted him, and dissuaded him from what 
the prophet advised, and obliged him to do 
what they pleased. Ezekiel also foretold in 
Babylon what calamities were coming upon 
the people, which when he heard, he setit ac- 
counts of them unto Jerusalem ; but Zede- 
kiah did not believe their prophecies, for the 
reason following It happened that the two 
propliets agreed with one another in what they 
said as in all other things, that the city should 
betaken, and Zedekiah himself should betaken 
captive ; but Ezekiel disagreed with him, and 
said, that Zedekiah should not see Babylon ; 
wliile Jeremiah said to him, that the king of 
Babylon should carry him away thither in 
bonds ; and because they did not both say 
the same thing as to this circumstance, he 
disbelieved what they both appeared to agree 
in, and condemned them as not speaking 
truth therein, although all the things foretold 
him did come to pass according to their pro- 
phecies, as we shall show upon a fitter oppor- 
Imiity. 

3. Now when Zedekiah had preserved the 
league of mutual assistance he had made with 
the Babylonians for eight years, he brake it, 
and revolted to the Egyptians, in hopes, by 
their assistance, of overcoming the Babylo- 
nians, When the king of Babylon knew 
tliis, be made war against him : he laid bis 
country waste, and took his fortified towns, 
and came to the city Jerusalem itself to be- 
siege it: but when the king of Egyjit heard 
what circumstances Zedekiah his ally was 
in, he took a great army with him, and came 
into Judea, as if he would raise the siege ; 
upon w’hicli the king of Babylon departed 
from Jerusalem, and met the Egyptians, and 
joined battle w'itb them, and beat them ; 
and when he had put them to flight, he 
pursued tliem, and drove them out of all 
Syria. Now as soon as tlie king of Ba- 
bylon was departed from Jerusalem, the 
false prophets deceived Zedekiah, and said, 
tli'dt the king of Babylon would not any more 
wiake war against him or his people, nor re- 
move them out of their own country into 
Babylon ; and that those then in captivity 
would return, with all those vessels of the 
temple, of which the king of Babylon had 
despoiled that ^temple. But Jeremiah came 
among them, and prophesied what contra- 
dicted those predictions, and what proved to 
be true, that they did ill, and deluded the 
king ; that the Egyptians would be4)f no ad- 
vantage to them, but that the king of Baby- 
lon w’ould renew the war against Jerusalem, 
and besiege it again, and would destroy the 
people by famine, and carry away those that 
remained into captivity, aud would take away 
'^'hat they had as spoils, and would carry 
oft’ those riches that were in the temple ; nay, 
fiiat, besides this, he would burn it, and ut. 


terly overthrow the city, and that they should 
serve him and his posterity seventy years; 
and then the Persians and the Medes should 
put an end to their servitude, and overthrow 
the Babylonians ; ** and that w'e shall be dis- 
missed, and return to this land, and rebuild 
the temple, and restore Jerusalem.***— When 
Jeremiah said this, the greater part believed 
him ; but the rulers, and those that were 
w’icked, despised him, as one disordered in 
his senses. Now he had resolved to go else- 
where, to his own country, which was called 
Anathoth, and was twenty furlongs distant 
from Jerusalem ; and as he was going, one of 
the rulers met him, and seized upon him, and 
accused him falsely, as though he were going 
as a deserter to the Babylonians; but Jere- 
miah said that he accused him falsely, and 
added, that he was only going to i)is own 
country ; but the other w'ould not believe him, 
but seized upon him, and led him away to 
the rulers, and laid an accusation against 
him, under whom he endured all sorts of 
torments and tortures, and was reserved to 
be punished ; and this was the condition he 
W'as in for some lime, while he sufl'ered what 
I have already described unjustly. 

4. Now, in the ninth year of the reign of 
Zedekiah, on the tenth day of the tenth month, 
the king of Babylon made a second expedi 
tion against Jerusalem, and lay before it eigh- 
teen months, and besieged it with the utmost 
application. There came upon them, also two 
of the greatest calamities, at the same time 
that Jerusalem was besieged, a famine and a 
pestilential distemper, ^and made great havoc 
of them : and though the prophet Jeremiah 
W'as in prison, he did not rest, but cried out, 
and proclaimed aloud, and exhorted the mul- 
titude to open their gates, and admit the 
king of Babylon, for that, if they did so, they 
should be preserved, and their whole families; 
but if they did not so, they should be destroy- 
ed ; and he foretold, that if any one staid ia 
the city, he should certainly perish by one of 
these ways, — citlier be consumed by the fa- 
mine, or slain by the enemy’s sword ; but 
that if he would fly lo tlie enemy he should 
escape death ; yet did not these rulers who 
heard believe liim, even when they were in 
the midst of their sore calamities ; but they 
came to the king, and, in their anger, inform- 
ed him what Jeremiah said, and accused him, 
and complained of tlie prophet as of a madman, 
and one that disheartened their minds, and, 
by the denunciation of miseries, weakened 
the alacrity of the multitude, who were other- 
wise ready to expose themselves to dangers 
foi him, and for tiieir country, while he, in a 

« Josephus says here, that Jeremiah prophesied noi 
only of the return of the Jews from the Babylonian cap. 
tivity, and this under tlie Persians and Medes, as incur 
other copies { but of their rebuilding the temple, and 
even the city Jerusalem, which does not appear in our 
copies under his name. See the note on Anui. b. al 
di. 1, sect. 3. 
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way of threatening, warned them to fly to the 
enemy, and told them that the city should 
certainly be taken, and be utterly destroyed. 

5. But for the king hitnself, he was not at 
all irritated against Jeremiah, such was hi; 
gentle and righteous disposition ; yet, that he 
might not be engaged in a quarrel with those 
rulers at such a time, by opposing what they 
intended, he let them do with the prophet 
whatsoever they would ; whereupon, when 
the king had granted them such a permission, 
they presently came into the prison and took 
him, and let him down with a cord into a pit 
full of mire, that he might be suflbcatcd, and 
die of himself. So he stood up to the neck 
in the mire, which was all about him, and so 
continued : but there was one of the king’s 
servants, who was in esteem with him, an E- 
thiopian by descent, who told the king what 
a state the prophet was in, and said, that his 
friends and his rulers had done evil in put- 
ting the prophet into the mire, and by that 
means contriving against him that he should 
suffer a death more bitter than that by his 
bonds only. When the king heard this, he 
repented of his having delivered up the pro- 
phet to the rulers, and bade the F.thiopian 
take thirty men of the king’s guards, and 
cords with them, and whatsoever else they 
understood to be necessary for the prophet’s 
preservation, and to draw him up iininediate- 
ly. So the Ethiopian took tlie men that he was 
ordered to take, and drew up the prophet out 
of the mire, and left him at liberty in the 
prison. 

6. But when the king had sent to call him 
privately, and inquired what he could say to 
him from God, which iniglit be suitable to his 
probtmt circumstances, and desired him to in- 
form him of it, Jeremiah replied, that he 
had somewhat to say ; but he said withal, he 
should not be believed, nor, if he admonished 
them, should be hearkened to ; “ for,” said he, 

^ “ thy friends have determined to destroy me, 
as though I had been guilty of some w'icked- 
ness ; and where are now those men who de- 
ceived us, and said that the king of Babylon 
Wi)iild not come and fight against us any 
more ? but I am afraid now to speak the 
truth, lest thou shouldest condemn me to 
die.” And when the king had assured him 
upon oath that he would neither himself put 
him to death, nor deliver him up to the rulers, 
le became bold upon that assurance that was 
given him, and gave him this advice ; — That 
he should deliver the city up to the Baby- 
lonians ; and he said, that it was God who 
prophesied this by him, that [he must do so] 
if he would be preserved, and escape out of 
the danger he was in, and that then neither 
should the city fall to the ground, nor should 
the temple be burned ; but that [if he dis- 
obeyed], he would be the cause of these mi- 
senes Coining upon the citizens, and of the 
calamity that would befal his house. 


When the king heard this, he said, that he 
would willingly do what he persuaded him to, 
and what he declared would be to his ad van. 
tage, but that he was afraid of those of hi? 
own country that had fallen away to the Ba- 
bylonians, lest he should be accused by them 
to the king of Babylon, and be punished. 
But the prophet encouraged him, and said he 
had no cause to fear such punishment, for 
that he should not have the experience of any 
misfortune, if he would deliver all up to the 
Babylonians; neither himself, nor his chil- 
dren, nor his wives, and that the tempi** 
should then continue unhurt. So when Je- 
remiah had said this, the king let him go, and 
charged him to betray what tliey had resolved 
on to none of the citizens, nor to tell any of 
these matters to any of the rulers, if they 
should have learned that he had been sent 
for, and should inquire of him what it was 
that he was sent for, and what he had said to 
him ; but to pretend to them that he besought 
him that he might not he kept in bonds and 
n prison. And indeed lie said so to them, 
for they came to the prophet, and asked him 
what advice it was that he came to give the 
king relating to them : and thus 1 have fi- 
nished what concerns this matter. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW THE KING OF BABYLON TOOK JERITSALBM 
AND BURNT THE TEMPLE, AND REMOVED 
THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM AND ZEDEKIAH 
TO BABYLON. AS ALSO, WHO THEY WERE 
THAT HAD SUCCEEDED IN THE HIGH-PRIEST- 
HOOD UNDER THE KINGS. 

§ 1. Now the king of Babylon was very intent 
and earnest upon the siege of Jerusalem ; and 
he erected towers upon great banks of earth 
and from them repelled those that stood upon 
the walls: he also made a great number of 
such banks round about the whole ciiy, 
the height of which was equal to those walls. 
However, those that were within bore the 
siege with courage and alacrity, for tliey were 
not discouraged, either by the famine or by 
the pestilential distemper, but were of cheer- 
ful minds in the prosecution of the war, al- 
though those miseries within oppressed them 
also; and they did not suifer* themselves to 
be terrified, either by the contrivances of the 
enemy, or by their engines of war, but con- 
trived still diilerent engines to oppose all the 
other withal, till indeed there seemed to be 
an entire struggle between the Babylonians 
and the people of Jerusalem, who had the 
greater sagacity and skill ; the former party 
supposing they should be thereby too bard 
for the other, for the destruction of the city ; 
the latter placing their hopes of deliverance 
itt nothing else but in persevering in such in* 
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ventions, in opposition to the other, as mij^t 
demonstrate the enemy’s engines were use- 
less to them ; and tliis siege they endured 
Ibr eighteen months, until they were destroy- 
ed by the famine, and by the darts which the 
enemy threw at them from the towers. 

2. Now the city was taken on the ninth 
day of the fourth month, in the eleventh year 
of the reign of Zedekiah. They were in- 
deed only generals of the king of Babylon, 
to w hom Nebuchadnezzar committed the care 
of the siege, for be abode himself in the city 
of Riblah. The names of these generals who 
ravaged and subdued Jerusalem, if any one 
desire to know them, were these Nergal 
Sharezer, Samgar Nebo, liabsaris, Sarse- 
chim, and llabmag ; and when the city was 
taken about midnight, and the enemy’s gene- 
rals were entered into the temple, and when 
Zedekiah was sensible of it, he look his 
wives and his children, and his captains md 
friends, and with them fled out of the city, 
through the fortified ditch, and through the 
desert ; and when certain of the deserters had 
informed the Babylonians of this, at break of 
day, they made baste to pursue after Zede- 
kiah, and overtook him not far from Jericho, 
and encompassed him about. But for those 
fritMids and captains of Zedekiah who had 
fled out of the city with him, when they saw 
their enemies near lhc*m, they left him and 
dispersed themselves, some one way and some 
another, and every one resolved to save him- 
self; so the enemy took Zedekiah alive, when he 
was deserted by all but a few, with his chil* 
dren and lu;^ wives, and brought him to the 
king. When he was come, Nebuchadnezzar 
began to call him a wicked wretch, and a 
covenant-breaker, and one that had forgotten 
his former words, when he promised to keep 
the country fur him. lie also reproached him 
fur his ingrutitude, that when he had received 
the kingdom from him, who had taken it from 
Jehoiachin, and given It him, he had made 
use of the power he gave him against him 
iliat gave it ; “ but,” said he, God is great, 
who hateth that conduct of thine, and hath 
brought thee under us.” And when he had 
used these words to Zedekiah, he commanded 
his sons and his friends to be slain, while Ze- 
dekiah anil the rest of the caotains looked on ; 


own eyes; and thus far did Jeremiah pro. 
phesy. But he was also made blind, and 
brought to Babylon, but did not see it, ac- 
cording to the prediction of Ezekiel. 

3. We have said thus much, because it was 
suflicient to show the nature of God to such 
as are ignorant of it, that it is various, and 
acts many diflerent ways, and that all events 
happen after a regular manner, in their pro- 
per season, and that it forctels what must 
come to pass. It is also suflicient to show 
the ignorance and incredulity of men, where- 
by they are not permitted to foresee any thing 
that is future, and are, without any guard, 
exposed to calamities, so tliat it is impossible 
for them to avoid the experience of those ca- 
lamities. 

4. And after this manner have the kings of 
David’s race ended their lives, being in nuin- 
jer twenty-one, until the last king, who all 
together reigned five hundred and fourteen 
years, and six months, and ten days : of whom 
Saul, who was their first king, retained the 
government twenty years, though he was not 
of the same tribe with the rest. 

5. And now it was that the king of Ba- 
bylon sent Nebvizaradan, the general of his 
army, to Jerusalem, to pillage the temple ; 
who had it also in command to burn it and 
the royal palace, and to lay the city even with 
the ground, and to transplant the people into 
Babylon. Accordingly he came to Jerusalem, 
in the eleventh year of king Zedekiah, and 
pillaged the temple, and carried out the ves>. 
sels of God, both gold and silver, and parti- 
cularly that large laver which Solomon dedi- 
cated, as also the pillars of brass, and their 
chapiters, with the golden tables and the can- 
dlesticks : and when he had carried these otf, 
he set fire to the temple in the fifth month, 
the first day of the month, in the eleventh 
year of the reign of Zedekiah, and in the 
eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar ; he also 
burnt the palace, and overthrew the city. Now 
the temple was burnt four hundred and seventy 
years, six months, and ten days, after it was 
built. It was then one thousand and sixty- 
two years, six months, and ten days, from the 
departure out of Egypt ; and from the De 
luge to the destruction of the temple, the 
whole interval was one thousand nine hundred 


after wiiich he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, 
and bound him,«and carried him to Babylon. 
And these things happened to him,* as Jere- 
niiali and Ezekiel had foretold to him, that 
ae should be caught, and brought before the 
of Babylon, and should speak to him 
face to face, and should see his eyes with his 

observation of Josephus about the seeming 
^sagroejnent of Jeremiah (ch. xxxii, *1; and xxxiv, 3; 
iiilr ti f ‘ 13), but real agreement at last, concera- 

Zedekiah, Is very true and veryremark- 
^or is it at all unlikely that 
prophets might make use of this 
inii!i}I»® '■’^‘•1^'railiction to dissuade Zedekiah from believ- 


and fifty-seven years, six months, and ten 
days ; but from the generation of Adam, un- 
til this befel the temple, there were three thou- 
sand five hundred and thirteen years, six 
months, and ten days ; so great was the num- 
ber of years hereto belonging ; and what ac- 
tions were done during these years, we have 
particularly related. But the general of the 
Babylonian king now overthrew the city to 
the very foundations, and removed ail the peo- 
ple, and took for prisoners the high-priest 
iSeraiah, and Zephaniah the priest that was 
next to him, and the rulers that guarded the 
temple, who were Uiree in number and the 
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eunuch who was over the armed nien> and 
seven friends of Zedekiah, and his scribe, and 
sixty other rulers ; all whom, together with 
the vessels they had pillaged, he carried to the 
king of Babylon to lliblah, a city of Syria. 
So the king commanded the heads of the 
high>priest and of the rulers, to be cut ofi' 
there •, but he himself led all the captives and 
Zedekiah to Babylon. He also led Josedek 
the high-priest away bound. He was the son 
of Seraiah the high-priest, whom the king of 
Babylon had slain in Kiblah, a city of Syria, 
as we just now related. 

6. And now, because wc have enumerated 
the succession of the kings, and who they 
were, and how long they reigned, I think it 
necessary to set down the names of the high- 
priests, and who they were that succeeded one 
another in the liigh-priestliood under the kings. 
The first high-priest then at the temple which 
Solomon built was Zadok ; after him his son 
A chi in as received that dignity ; after Achimas 
was Azarias ; his son w as Joram, and Joram*s 
son was Isiis ; after him was Axioramus ; his 
son was Phideas, and Phirleas’s son was Sii> 
deas, and Sudeas's son was Juelus, and Jue- 
lus’s son was Jothain, and Jotham’s son was 
Urias, and Urias’s son was Nerias, and Ne- 
rias’s son was Odeas, and his son was Sallu- 
mus, and Sallumus’s son w'as Elcias, and his 
son [was Azarias, and his son] was Sareas,* 
and his son was Joscdec, who was carried 
captive to Babylon. All these received the 
high-priesthood by succession, the sons from 
their father. 

7. When the king was come to Babylon, 
he kept Zedekiah in prison until he died, and 
buried him magnificently, and dedicated the 
\essels he had pillaged out of the temple of 
Jerusalem to his own gods, and planted the 
people in the country of Babylon, but freed 
tlie high-priest from his bunds. 


CHAPTEll IX. 

now NKBUZARADAK SET GEDALIAH OVER THE 
JEWS THAT WERE LEJT IN JUDEA, WHICH 
GEDALIAU WAS A LITTIJ3 AtTERWARD SLAIN 
BY ISUMAEL ; AND HOW JOHANAN, AFfER 
ISHMAEL WAS DRIVEN AWAY, WENT DOWN 
INTO EGYPT WITH THE PEOPLE; WHICH PEO- 
PLE NEBUCHADNEZZAR, WHEN HE MADE AN 
EXPEDITION AGAINST THE EGi'PTIANS, TOOK 
CAPTIVE, AND BROUGHT THEM AWAY TO 
BABYLON. 


Jews into captivity, left the poor, and those 
that had deserted, in the country ; and made 
one, w'hose name was Gedaliab, the son of 
Ahikaxn, a person of a noble family, their 
governor; which Gedaliah w-as of a gentle 
and righteous disposition. He also com- 
manded them that they should cultivate the 
ground, and pay an appointed tribute to the 
king. He also took Jeremiah the prophet 
out of prison, and w ould have persuaded him 
to go along w'ith him to Babylon, for that he 
had been enjoined by the king to supply him 
with whatsoever be w'anted ; and if he did 
not like to do so, he desired him to inform 
him where he resolved to dwell, that he might 
signify the same to the king. But the pro- 
phet had no mind to follow him, nortodw'cll 
anywhere else, but w'ould gladly live in the 
ruins of his country, and in llic miserable re- 
mains of it. When the general understood 
what his purpose, w as, he enjoined Gedaliah, 
whom he left behind, to take all possible care 
of him, and to supply him with wliatsoever 
be W'anted ; so when he liad given him rich 
presents, he dismissed him. Accordingly, 
Jcremiali abode in a city of that country, 
which W'as called Mispah ; and desired of 
Nebuzaradan that he W'oiild set at liberty his 
disciple Baruch, f the son of Neriah, one of a 
very eminent family, and exceeding skilful h 
the language of his country. 

2. When Nebuzaradan had done thus, he 
made haste to Babylon ; but as to those that 
fled away during the siege of Jerusalem, and 
had been scattered over the country, w'hen 
they heard that the Babylonians were gone 
away, and had left a remnant in the land of 
Jerusalem, and those such as were to culli- 
vate the same, they came together from all 
parts to Gedaliah to Mispah. Now- the riileis 
that w'ere over them W'ere Johanan, the son of 
Kareah, and Jezaniah, and Seraiah, and others 
beside them. Now there was of the royal 
family one Ishmael, a w'icked man, and very 
crafty, who, during the siege of Jerusalem, 
fled to Baalis, king of the Ammonites, and 
abode with him during that time ; and Gcda- 
liah persuaded them, now they were there, 
to stay with him, and to have no fear of the 
Babylonians, for that if they would cultivate 
the country, they should suffer no harm. 
This he assured them of by oath ; and said 
that they should have him for their patron, 
and that if any disturbance should arise, they 
should find him ready to defend them, ih’ 
also advised them to dwell in any city, as 
every one of them pleased ; and that they 
would send men along with his own servants, 


§ 1. Now the general of the army, Nebuza- 
radan, when he had carrictl the people of the the number of the high-priests belonging to this 

val was eighteen (Anuq. b. xx, di. x), whereas n 

^ . . . , ^ . . pies have here but Rcventeen. -nJ 

• I Jh^ here Inserted In bmekots thU bigh-priest f Of this character of Baruch, the son of Nenah,anj 

Aztri^Ulough he omitted 111 aJ copies, the genuineness of hJs book, that »tan^*,”^v and 

out of chronicle, beilcr Ok* , of how fitUe Apocryima, and that it is reaf'v a canonical bool^ J'* 

authority I generally esteem such late Habbimcal i an AprJendix to Jeremiah, see AuthenU Rec. 

... . b^use 'A. e know from Joscpiu s himself, that page i— 1 1. • 
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and rebuild their houses upon the old foun- 
dations, and dwell there ; and he admonished 
them beforehand, that they should make pre- 
paration, while the season lasted, of corn, and 
wine, and oil, that they might have whereon 
to feed during the winter. When he had 
thus discoursed to them, he dismissed them, 
that every one might dwell in what part of 
the country he pleased. 

J3. Now when this report was spread abroad 
as far as the nations that bordered on Judea, 
that Gedaliah kindly entertained those that 
came to him, after they had fled away, upon 
this [only] condition, that they should pay 
tribute to the king of Babylon, they also 
came readily to Gedaliah, and inhabited the 
country. Aiul when Johanan, and the rulers 
that were with him, observed the country, and 
the humanity of Gedaliah, they were exceed- 
ingly in love with him, and told him that 
Haalis, the king of the Ammonites, had sent 
Ishmael to kill him by treachery, and secret- 
y, that he miglit have the dominion over the 
Israelites, as being of the royal family; and 
they said that he might deliver himself from 
tliis treacherous design, if he would give them 
leave to slay Islmiael, and nobody should 
know it, for they told him they were afraid 
that when he was killed by the other, the en- 
tire ruin of the remaining strength of the 
Israelites would ensue. But he professed 
that he did not believe what they said, when 
they told him of such a treacherous design, 
in a man that had been well treated by him ; 
because it was not probable that one who, 
under such a want of all things, had failed 
of nothing that was necessary for him, should 
be found so wicked and ungrateful towards 
lis benefactor, that wlien it would be an in- | 
stance of wickedness in him not to save him, 
liad he been treacherously assaulted by others, 
to endeavour, and that earnestly, to kill him 
with his ow'ii hand ; that, however, if he 
ought to suppose this information to be true, 
it was better for himself to be slain by tlie 
other, than destroy a man who fled to him 
for refuge, and entrusted his own safety to 
him, and committed himself to his disposal. 

4. So Johanan, and the rulers that were 
with him, not being able to persuade Gedaliah, 
went away : but after the interval of thirty 
days was over, Ishmael came again to Geda- 
liah, to the city ]V|ispah, and ten men with him : 
and when he had feasted Ishmael, and those 
that were with him, in a splendid manner at , 
his table, and had given them presents, lie be- | 
came disordered in drink, while he endeavour- 
ed to he very merry with them : and when 
Ishmael saw liim in that case, and that he was 
drow'ned in his cups to the degree of insensi- 
hility, and fallen asleep, he rose up on a sud- 
den, with bis ten friends, and slew Gedaliah 
®«d those that were with him at the feast ; and 
''^hen he had slain them, he went out by night, , 
»nd slew all the Jews that were in the city, ' 


and those soldiers also which were left therein 
by the Babylonians ; but the next day four- 
score men came out of the country with pre- 
sents to Gedaliah, none of them knowing what 
had befallen him ; when Ishmael saw them, 
he invited them in to Gedaliah, and when they 
were come in, he shut up the court and slew 
them, and cast their dead bodies down into a 
certain deep pit, that they might not be seen ; 
but of these fourscore men Ishmael spared 
those that entreated him not to kill them, till 
they had delivered up to him what riches they 
had concealed in the fields, consisting of their 
furniture, and garments, and corn : but he 
took captive the people that were in Mispah, 
with their wives and children ; among whom 
were the daughters of king Zedekiah, whom 
Nebuzaradan, the general of the army of 
Babylon, had left with Gedaliah ; and when 
he had done this, he came to the king of the 
Ammonites. 

5. But when Johanan and the rulers with 
him heard of what was done at Mispah by 
Ishmael, and of the death of Gedaliah, they 
had indignation at it, and every one of them 
took his own armed men, and came suddenly 
to fight with Ishmael, and overtook him at 
the fountain in Hebron : and when those that 
were carried away captives by Ishmael, saw 
Johanan and the rulers, they were very glad, 
and looked upon them as coming to their as- 
sistance; so they left him that had carried 
them captives, and came over to Johanan : 
tlien Ishmael, with eight men, fled to the king 
of the Ammonites ; but Johanan took those 
whom he had rescued out of the hands of Ish- 
mael, and the eunuchs, and their wives and 
children, and came to a certain place called 
Mandara, and there they abode that day, for 
they had determined to remove from thence 
and go into Egypt, out of fear, lest the Baby- 
lonians should slay them, in case they con- 
tinued in the country, and that out of anger 
at the slaughter of Gedaliah, who had been by 
them set over it for governor. 

6. Now while they were under this delibe- 
ration, Johanan, the son of Kareah, and the 
rulers that were with him, came to Jeremiah 
the prophet, and desired that he would pray 
to God, that because they were at an utter 
loss about what they ought to do, he would 
discover it to them, and they sware that they 
would do whatsoever Jeremiah should say to 
them : and when the prophet said that he would 
be their intercessor with God, it came to pass, 
that after ten days God appeared to him, and 
said, that he should inform Johanan and the 
other rulers and all the people, that he would 
be with them while they continued in that 
country, and take care of them, and keep 
them from being hurt by the Babylonians, of 
whom they were afraid ; but that he would 
desert them if they went into Egypt; and, 
out of his wrath against them, would inflict 
the same punishments upon them which thay 
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knew their brethren had already endured. 
So when the prophet had informed Johanan 
and the people that God had foretold these 
things, he was not believed, when he said that 
God commanded them to continue in that 
country ; but they imagined that he said so 
to gratify Baruch, his own disciple, and be- 
lied God, and that he persuadsd them to stay 
there, that they might be destroyed by the 
Babylonians. Accordingly, both the people 
and Johanan disobeyed the counsel of God, 
which he gave them by the prophet, and re- 
moved into Egypt, and carried Jeremiah and 
Baruch along with them. 

7. And when they were there, God signi- 
fied to the prophet that the king of Babylon 
was about making an expedition against the 
Egyptians, and commanded him to foretcl 
to the people that Egypt should lie taken, 
and the king of Babylon should slay some of 
them, and should take others captive, and 
bring them to Babylon ; which things came 
to pass accordingly ; for on the fifth year af- 
ter the destruction of Jerusalem, which was 
the twenty-third of the reign of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, lie made an expedition against Cele- 
syria; and when he had possessed himself of 
it, he made war against the Ammonites and 
Moabites ; and when he had brought all 
those nations under subjection, he fell upon 
Egypt, in order to overthrow it; and he slew 
the king that then reigned,* and set up ano- 
ther : and he took those Jews that were there 


interval of time which passed from the captfc 
vity of tlie Israelites, to the carrying away of 
the two tribes, proved to be a hundred and 
thirty years, six months, and ten days. 


CHAPTER X. 

CONCERNING DANIEL, AND WHAT BEFEL HIM 
AT BABYLON. 

§ 1. But now Nebuchadnezzar, king of Ba. 
bylon, took some of the most noble of the 
Jews that were children, and the kinsmen of 
ZedekiAh their king, such as were remarkable 
for the beauty of their bodies and the come- 
liness of their countenances, and delived thein 
into the hands of tutors, and to the improve- 
ment to be made by them. He also made 
some of tljem to be eunuchs ; which course 
he took also with tliose of other nations whom 
he had taken in the fiuwer of their age, and 
afforded them their diet from his own table, 
and had them instructed in the institutes of 
the country, and taught tljc learning of the 
Chaldeans ; and they had now exercised them- 
selves sufficiently in that wisdom which be 
had ordered they should apply themselves tb. 
Now among these there v/ere four of the family 
I of Zedekiah, of most excellent dispositions • 

I the one of whom was called Daniel, another 
was called Ananias, another Misael, and the 


captives, and led them away to Babylon ; fourth Azarias : and the king of Babylon 
and such was the end of the nation of the | changed their names, and commanded that 
Hebrews, as it hath been delivered down to they should make use of other names. Daniel 
us, it having twice gone beyond Euphrates; he called Baltasar ; Ananias, Shadrach; Mi- 
for the people of the ten tribes were carried sacl, Mcslwcii ; and Azarias, Abednego. 


out of Samaria by the Assyrians in the days of 
king Hoshea ; after wliicb the people of the two ; 
tribes that remained after Jerusalem w as taken | 
[were carried away] by Nebuchadnezzar, the ' 
king of Babylon and Chaldea. Now as to 
Shalmanczer, he removed the Israelites out of | 
their country, and placed therein the nation ' 
of the Cutheans, wlio had formerly belonged 
to the inner parts of Persia and Media, but 
w'ere then called Samaritans^ by taking the 
name of the country to which they were re- 1 
moved ; but the king of Babylon, w ho brought , 
out the two tribes,! placed no other nation', 
in their country, by which means ?.U Judea 
and Jerusalem, and the temple, continued to | 
be a desert for seventy years; but the entire J 


3'. ) ; and that as a sign of the destruction of Egypt by 
Nebuchadnezzar- Josc‘])hii8 says, this king was slain 
by Nebuchadnezzar himself. 

f We set* here that Judea was left in a manner deso- 
late after tiic captivity of the two tribes, and was not re- 
peopled with foreign colonies, petitaps as an indication 
of Providence that the Jews were to rqws’plc it without 
opposition themselves. 1 also csUH*m lire litter and ure- 
saiitdelolpto condition of the same coniv y, withoutbe- 
I by foreign colonies, i., < n like imlieup , 
B some Jews are hereafter to .'e]ieopIc it 
i<», Ht tJteir K5 long expect eil Yc«toration. I 


These the king had in esteem, and continued 
to love, because of the very excellent temper 
they were of, and because of their application 
to leurning, and the progress they had made 
in wisdom. 

2. Now Daniel and his kinsmen had re- 
solved to use a severe diet, and to abstain from 
those kinds of food which came from the king’s 
table, and entirely to forbear to eat of all liv- 
ing creatures: so lie came to Ashpenaz, who 
was that eunuch to whom the care of them 
was committed,* and desired him to take and 
spend what was brought for them from the 
king; but to give them pulse and dates for 
their food, and any thing else, besides the 
flesh of living creatures, that he pleased, lor 
that their inclinations were to that sort of 
food, and that they ^despised the other. 
replied, that he was ready to serve them m 
what they desired, but lie suspected that they 

t That Daniel was made one of these eynnebs ^ 
which Isaiah prophesied ilsa. xxxix, 7), and the tnr 
children his coinpaniom also, seems to roe pl®*”? , g 
here in Joseiihus, and in our copies of Daniel (Dan* ‘ * 
7, 11, 18), airhough, it must be gr.nntcd, 
ried ju rsons, that had children, were sometnnes c. 
eunuchs, in a general acceptation for courtiers, o» 
roi*n» that so many of tire ancient courtiers were 
eunuchs. Sec Gen. xxxix, 1. 
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would be discovered by the king, from their 
meagre bodies, and the alteration of their 
countenances ; because it could not be avoid- 
ed but their bodies and colours must be chang- 
ed with their diet, especially while they would 
he clearly discovered by the liner appearance 
of the other children, who would fare better, 
and thus they should bring him into danger, 
^nd occasion him to be punished: yet did 
they persuade Arioch, who was thus fearful 
to give them what food they desired for ten 
days, by way of trial ; and in case the habit 
of their bodies were not altered, to go ' on in 
the same way, as expecting that they should 
not he hurt thereby afterwards; but if he 
saw them look meagre, and worse than the 
rest, he should reduce them to their former 
diet. Now when it appeared that they were 
so far from becoming worse by the use of this 
food, that they grew plumper and fuller in 
body than the rest, insomuch, that he thought 
those who fed on what came from the king’s 
table seemed less plump and full, while those 
tliat were with Daniel looked as if they had 
lived in plenty, and in all sorts of luxury, Ari- 
och, from that time, securely took himself 
what the king sent every day from his supper, 
according to custom, to the children, hut gave 
them the fbrc-menlioned diet, while they had 
their souls in aome measure more pure, anc 
less burdened, and so fitter for learning, and 
had their Jodies in better tune for hard la- 
bour; for they neither had the former oppress- 
ed and heavy with variety of meats, nor were 
the other eflcminate on the same account ; so 
tliey readily understood all the learning that 
was among the Hebrews, and among the 
Chaldeans, as especially did Daniel, who, be- 
ing already suffciently skilled in wisdom, was 
very busy about the interpretation of dreams : 
aiul God manifested himself to him. 

3. Now two years after the destruction of 
Egypt, king Nebuchadnezzar saw a w'onderful 
dream, the accomplishment of which God 
showed him in liis sleep; but when he arose 
out of his bed, he forgot tlic accomplishment ; 
so he sent for the Chaldeans and magicians, 
and the prophets, and told them that he bad 
seen a dream, and informed tiuun that he had 
forgotten the accomplishment of what he bad 
seen, and he enjoined them to tell him both 
what the dream was, and what was its signi- 
fication ; and ihvy said that this was a thing 
impossible to be discovered by men ; but they 
promised him, that if he w'ould explain to them 
what dream he had seen, they wmuld,tell him 
signification. Hereupon he threatened to 
pot them to death, unless they told him his 
dream ; and he gave command to have tliem 
put 10 death, since they confessed they 
could not do what they w ere commanded to 

0* Now when Daniel heard that the king 
i given a command that all the wise men 
; * be put to death, and that among them 
I and his three kinsmen were in dangeff 


he went td Arioch, who was captain of the 
king’s guards, and desired to know of him 
what was Uie reason why the king had given 
command that ail the wise men, and Chal- 
deans, aiid .magicians, should be slain. So 
when he had learned that the king had had a 
dream, and had forgotten it, and that w’hen 
they were enjoined to inform the king of it, 
they had said they could not do it, and had 
thereby provoked him to anger, he desired of 
Arioch that he w'ould go in to the king, and 
desire respite for the magicians for one night, 
and to put off their slaughter so long, for that 
he hoped within that time to obtain, by prayei 
to God, the knowledge of the dream. Ac- 
cordingly Arioch informed the king of what 
Daniel desired : so the king bid them delay 
the slaughter of the magicians till he knew 
what Daniel’s promise would come to; but 
the young man retired to his ow'ii house, with 
his kinsmen, and besought God that wrhole 
night to discover the dream, and thereby de- 
liver the Magicians and Chaldeans, with whom 
they were themselves to perish, from t*he king* 
anger, by enabling him to declare his vision, 
and to make manifest what the king had seen 
the night before in his sleep, but had forgotten 
it. Accordingly, God, out of pity to those that 
were in danger, and out of regard to the wis- 
dom of Daniel, made known to him the dream 
and its interpretation, that so the king might 
understand by him its signification also. 
When Daniel had obtained this knowledge 
from God, he arose very joyful, and told it his 
bretliren, and made them glad, and to hope 
w'ell that they should now. preserve H eir lives, 
of which they despaired before, av.d had their 
minds full of nothing but the thoughts of 
dying. So when he had with them returned 
thanks to God, wdio had commiserated their 
youth, when it was day he came to Arioch, and 
desired him to bring him to the king, because 
he would discover to him that dream which 
he had seen the night before. 

4. When Daniel w as come in to the king, 
he excused himself first, that he did not pre- 
tend to be wiser than the other Chaldeans and 
magicians, when, upon their entire inability 
to discover bis dream, he was undertaking to 
inform him of it ; for this was not by his own 
skill, or on account of his having better cul- 
tivated his understanding than the rest ; but 
he said, God hath had pity upon us, when 
we were in danger of death, and when 1 
prayed for the life of myself, and of those of 
my own nation, hath made manifest to me 
both the dream and the interpretation there- 
of ; for 1 was not less concerned for thy glory 
than for the sor’^ow that we were by thee con- 
demned to die, while thou didst so unjustly 
command men, both good and excellent in 
themselves, to be put to death, when thou 
enjoinedst them to do w'hatwas entirely above 
the reach of human wisdom, and requiredst 
of them what was only the work of God. 
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Wherefore* an thou in thy sleep wast solicit- 
ous concerning those that should succeed thee 
in the government of the whole world, God 
was desirous to show thee all those that should 
reign after thee, and to that end exhibited to 
thee the following dream: — Thou seemedst 
to see a great image standing before thee, the 
head of which proved to be of gold, the 
idioulders and arms of silver, and the belly 
and the thighs of brass, but the legs and the 
feet of iron ; after which thou sawest a stone 
broken oiT from a mountain, which fell upon 
the image and threw it down, and brake it to 
pieces, and did not permit any part of it to 
remain whole ; but the gold, the silver, the 
brass, and the iron, became smaller than meal, 
which, upon the blast of a violent wind, was 
by force carried away, and scattered abroad ; 
but the stone did increase to such a degree, 
that the whole earth beneath it seemed to be 
filled therewith. This is the dream which thou 
sawest, atid its interpretation is as follows:— 
The head of gold denotes thee, and the kings 
of Babylon that have -been before thee ; but 
the two hands and arms signify this, that your 
government shall be dissolved by^two kings; 
but another king that shall cunleTrom the 
west, armed with brass, shall destroy that go- 
vernment ; and another government, that shall 
be like unto iron, shall put an end to the 
power of the former, and shall have dominion 
over all the earth, on account of the nature of! 
iron, which is stronger than that of gold, of I 
silver, and of brass.*' Daniel did also de- 
clare the meaning of the stone to the king ; * 
but I do not think proper to relate it, since I 
have only undertaken to describe things past 
or things \)resent, but not things that are fu- 
ture ; yet if any one be so very deurous of 
know'ing truth, as not to wave such points ofj 
curiosity, and cannot curb liis inclination for 
understanding the uncertainties of futurity,^ 
and whether they will happen or not, let him 


into grfsat danger by the eSnvy and iii(dice^[of 
their enemies]; for they ofifknded tbe lang 
upon the ^casion fallowing ‘lie made an 
image of gold^^lhe height of which was sixty 
cubits, and its breadth six cubi% and set it in 
the great plain of Babylon ; ana when he ^as 
going to dedicate the image, invited the 
principal men out of all the earth that were 
under his dorainiom^ and t;omnMmded theip.,. 
in the first place, that when they should In^r 
the sound of the trumpet, tliey should then 
fall down and worship the image; and he 
threatehed,^ that those ivho did not do so should 
be cast into a fiery furnace. Whep, therefore, 
all the rest, upon the hearing of sound of 
the trumpet, worshipped the image, they re- 
late that Daniel’s kinsmen did not do it, be^. 
cause they would not transgress thie law's of 
their country : so these men were convicted, 
and cast immediately into the fire, but were 
saved by Divine Providence, and after a sur- 
prising manner escaped death; for the fire did 
not touch them : and I suppose that it touch- 
ed them not, as if it reasoned with itself that 
they were cast into it without any., fault of 
theirs, and that, therefore, it was too weak to 
burn the young men when they were in it. 
This was done by the power of God, who 
made their bodies so far superior to the fire,, 
that it could not consume them. This itVas 
which recommended them to the ki 
righteous men, and men beloved of 
on which account they continue* in 
esteem with him, ^ , 

6. A little after this the king saw in hi(^ 
slee]) again another vision ; how lin^^sbouiti 
fall from his dominion, and feed among jtk(.> 
w'ild beasts ; and th'atsir when he had lived ir 
this manner in the desert for seven years, f lu 
shpuld recover his dominion a^iii^ When 
he had seen this dream, he callei magi- 
dians together again, and inquired them 
about it, and desired them to tell him wliat it 


be diligent in reading the book of Daniel, . , . . , ■ . 

. • 1- T Ml £ 1 ® j t Since Josephus here explains the seven prophetic 

winch he will find among the sacred writ- times which were to pass over NcbuchadnexW (Dan. 
ings, be seven years, we thence learn heir he most 

e probably roust have understoml those other iMirallcl 

5 . When Nebuciiadnezzar heard this, and phrases, of • a time, times, and a half’ (Antiq. b vii, 
recollected his dream, he was astonished at ch. xxv) of so many prophetic years al.ip, though be 
the D«ture of Daniel, and fell upon his face. 

and saluted Daniel in the manner that men and the destruction of Jerusalem by the lMtndns in the 
worship God, and gave command that he 


should be sacrificed to as a god. And this by which reckoning, and by which aloiivi^uld seventy 
w™ not all for he also imp<»ed the name of] riL® S 

lus own god upon him [BaltasarJ, and made years’ banisnment of NebuchadncW'fpiii men, and 
him and his kinsmen rulers of his whole king- hi* bving w long among the beasts, smaUj^ 

u* 1- I • «... , mams we have anywhere else of this Nebucfiadnez/.w 

aom ; wnicn kinsmen of his happened to fall prevent our expectation of any other account of it. 


for hf. Ill CO imiiocpa thp name of I weeks, or four hundred and ninety reach to 
tor ne also iraposea tne name oi| Josephus. But as to the trufli^ those se 

id upon him [BaltasarJ, and made years’ banisnment of Nebuchadnemjr''fphi men, i 


• Of this most remarkable passage in Josephus con- record, as well as by Josephus presentw^ iJiat he 
eermng the * stone cut out of the mountain, and dc- in all forty-three years, that is, eight ylarB after we meej 
stroying the image,’ which he would not explain, but witlTanyaccountof his actions; one of the last of 
intimatea to be a prophecy of futurity, and probably was the thirteen years* siege of TyTe.(A!itiq. Ix.xi, 
*®C® explain, as belonging to the destruc- xi) i where yet the Old Latin lias but three ycats and wn 

donor the Roman empire by Jesus Christ, the true, months: yet were his actions befoiv so xemarkab'^ 
Messiah 0^ the Jews, take the words of Havcxdamp (di. | both in sarared and profane author!, that 

^ vondered at. that heUfeight years at the least, at the of his reig^ 

m^dle with things future, for he hafir^bst be allowed to agnp very well i^h 

'the Romans, bywf);eakuig of oounts, that after aa^fSi brutal hf«*^h® ®^‘-i 
city which they calleu Uie fitemal return to his region* and m ^ "^-reise 

authority, for ctti whole year before blsliedn 
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signified but when none of them could find when he was made seiisible, as lie was in a 
out the meaning of the dream, nor discover ittle time, that his fatlier, Nebuchodonosot 
it to the king, Daniel was the only ^lerson [Nabopollassar], was dead, and having set- 
that explained it ; and as he foretold, so it tied the affairs of Egypt, and the other conn- 
came to pass^ f^r after he had continued in tries, as also those that concerned the captive 
the wilderness the forementioned interval of Jews, and Phoenicians, and Syrians, and those 
time, while no one durst attempt to seize his of the Egyptian nations, and having com> 
kingdom during tho&e seven years, he prayed milled the conveyance of them to Babylon to 
to (rod that he might recover his kingdom, certain of his friends, together with the gross 
and he returned to jt. But let no one blame of his army, and the rest of their ammunition 
me for writing down every thing of this naj- and provisions, he went himself hastily, ac- 
ture, as I find it in out ancient books ; for as companied with a few others, over tlie desert, 
to that matter, 1 have plainlj assured those and came to Babylon. So he took upon him 
that thkik me defective in any stfch point, or the management of public affairs, and of the 
complain of my management, and have told ingdom which had been kept for him by 
them, in the beginning of this history, that I one that was the principal of the Chaldeans, 
intended to do no more than translate the and he received the entire dominions of his 
Hebrew books into the Greek language, and 'athcr, and appointed, that when the captives 
promised them to explain those facts, without came, they should be placed as colonies, m 
adding any thing to them of my own, or tak- the most proper places of Babylonia ; but 
ing any thing away from them. then he adorned the temple of Bolus, and the 

rest of the temples, in a magnificent manner, 
with the spoils he had taken in the war. He 
also added another city to that which was 
CM A PTE ii .XI. there of old, and rebuilt it, that such as would 

besiege it hereafter might no more turn tha 
CONCERNING NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND HIS suc- course . of the river, and thereby attack the 
CESSORS, AND HOW THEIR GOVERNMENT WAS city itself; he therefore built tluee walls 
DISSOLVED BY THE PERSIANS ; AND WHAT round about the inner city, and three others 
THINGS BEFEL DANIEL IN MEDIA ; AND about that which was the outer, and this he 
WIIAT PROPHECIES HE DELIVERED THERE. did with burnt brick. And after he had, 

after a becoming manner, walled the city, 
§ 1. Noil* wiicii king Nebuchadnezzar had ind adorned its gates gloriously, ho built 
reigned forty^tliree years,* he ended his life, another palace before his father’s palace, but 
He was an i^etive man, and more fortunate so that they joined to it ; to describe the vast 
than the kings that were before him. Now height and immense riches of which, it would 
Berosus makes mention of his actions in the perhaps be too much for me to attempt; yet, 
third book of his Chaldaic History, where he as large and lofty as they were, they were 
says thus; — “ When his father Nebucliodo- ■completed in fifteen days.f He' also erected 
nosor [Nabopollassar] hoard that the gover- elevated places for walking, of, stone, and 
nor whom he had set over Egypt, and the iitnde it resomlJe mountains, and built it so 
places about Celcsyria and Pljoenicia, bmi re- that it might be planted with all sons of trees, 
voltcd from him, while he was not himself He also erected what was called a pensile pa- 
ablc any longer to undergo tlie hardships [of radise, because his wife was desirous to have 
war\ he committed to his son Nobuchadnez-. things like her own country, she having been 
zar, who was still but a youth, some parts of bred up in tlie palaces of Media.** Megas- 
liis army, and sent them against him. So thenes also, in his fourth book of his Accounts 
when Nebuchadnezzar had given battle, and of India, makes mention of these things, and 
fought with the rebel, ho beat him, and re- thereby endeavours to show that this king 
duced the country from under his subjection, [Nebuchadnezzar] exceeded Hercules in for- 
and made it a branch of his own kipgdom ; titude, and in the greatness of his actions ; 
but about that time it hapjiened that his fa- 
ther Nebuchodonosor f Nabopollassar] ftjU ill, in the year 612, that Nebuchadnezzar must have been 
and «« 1 1 I.* IT • ^ n u 1 a commoii name of Other kings of HaUylon, besides the 

aou ended his life in the city of Babyl^P, great NebuchaduczzXr himself, is a groundless mistake 
wlieii he had reigned twenty -one years anti of some moileni chronologers only, and destitute of all 
® ^ proper t»rigin.il authority. 

t These fifteen days for finishing such vast buildings 
* These forty-three years for the duration of the at Babylon, in Josephus's copy of Berosus, would seem 
reign of Nebuchadnezzar are, as I have just new Ob- too absurd to be supposed to ne the true number, were 
^rved, the very same number In Ptolemy’s emon. it not for the same testimony extant also in the first 
woses Chorenensis does also confirm this captiVVV of book against Anion (sect. 19), with the same number, 
‘no Jews under Nebuchadnezzar; and ndds, whal'is It thence indeed appears, that Josephus’s copy of Bero- 
remarkable, that one of those Jews that weree sus had this small number; but that it is the true num* 
rai into captivity, got away into Armenia, J her I still doubt Josephus assures us, that tlie «'3lla 

^ great family of the Bagratidsc there. ' of so much a smaller city as Jerusalem were two years 

. j Ihcse tw£nty-one years here ascribed to one and four months in building by Nehcmiah, who yet 
wuiassar, in the first book against Apion, or to Ni hastened the work all that he could, Antiq. b. xi, eh. v, 

the father of the great Nebuchadnozzar, sect 8. 1 diould think one hundred ancf fifteen days, 

•aniwi- those given him In Ptolxc^j,,. or a year and fifteen days, mudi more proportlonanitt 

' "w. And note here, that what pr. Prideaux 8ay% to so great a work. X 
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for be saitli) that he conquered a great part 
of Libya and Iberia. Diodes also, in the 
second book of his Accounts of Persia, men- 
tions this king ; as does Philostratus, in his 
Accounts both of India and Phoenicia, say, 
that this king besieged Tyre thirteen years, 
while at the same time Ethbaal reigned at 
Tyre. These are all the histories that I have 
met with concerning this king. 

2. But now, after the death of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Evil-Merodach his son succeeded in 
the kingdom, who immediately set Jeconiah 
at liberty, and esteemed him amongst his 
most intimate friends. He also gave him 
many presents, and made him honourable 
above the rest of the kings that were in Ba- 
bylon ; for his father had not kept his faith 
with Jeconiah, when he voluntarily delivered 
up himself to him, with his wives and chil- 
dren, and his whole kindred, for the sake of 
his country, that it might not be taken by 
siege, and utterly destroyed, as we said be- 
fore. When Evil-Merodach was dead, after 
a reign of eighteen years, Neglissar his son 
took the government, and retained it forty 
years, and then ended his life ; and after him 
the succession in the kingdom came to his 
son Labosordacus, who edntinued in it in alt 
but nine months ; and when he was dead, it 
came to Baltasar,* who by tlie Babylonians!, 
was called Naboandelus: against him did 
Cyrus, the king of Persia, and Darius, the 
king of Media, make war ; and when he was 
besieged in Babylon, there happened a won- 
derful and prodigious vision. He was sat 
down at supper in a large room, and there 
were a great many vessels of silver, such as 
were made for royal entertainments, and he 
had with him his concubines and his friends; 
whereupon he came to a resolution, and 
commanded that those vessels of God which 
Nebucliadnezzar had plundered out of Jeru- 
salem, and had not made use of, but had put 
them into hi.s own temple, should be brought 
out of that temple. He also grew so haughty 
as to proceed to use tlieni in the midst of liis 
cups, drinking out of them, and blaspheming 


against God. In the mean time, he saw a 
band proceed out of the wall, and writing 
upon the wall certain syllables ; at which 
sight, being disturbed, he called the magi- 
clans and Chaldeans together, and all that 
sort of men that are among these barbarians, 
and were able to interpret signs and dreams, 
that they might explain the writing to him. 
But when the magicians said they could dis* 
cover nothing, nor did understand It, the 
king was in great disorder of mind, and un- 
der great trouble, at this surprising accident ; 
so he caused it to be proclaimed through all 
the country, and promised, that to him who 
could explain the writing, and give the signi- 
fication couched therein, he would give him a 
golden chain for his neck, and leave to wear 
a purple garment, as did the kings of Chal- 
dea, and would bestow on him the third part 
of his own dominions. When this proclama- 
tion was made, the magicians ran together 
more earnestly, and were very ambitious tc 
find out the importance of the writing ; but 
still hesitated about it as much as before. 
Now when the king’s grandmother saw him 
cast down at this accident, f she began to en- 
courage him, and to say, that there was a 
certain captive who came from Judea, a Jew 
by birth, but brought away thence by Nebu- 
chadnezzar when he had destroyed Jerusa- 
lem, whose name was Daniel, a wise man, 
and one of great sagacity in finding out what 
was impossible for others to discover, and 
what was known to God alone ; who brouglit 
to light and answered such (juestions to Ne- 
buchadnezzar as no one else was able to an- 
4iwer when they were consulted. She there- 
fore dc.sired that he would send for him, and 
inquire of him concerning the writing, ami 
to condemn the unski Ifulncss of ^hose that 
could not find tlieir meaning, and this, al- 
though what God signified thereby should be 
of a melancholy nature. 

3. When Baltu.sar heard this, he called fur 
Daniel : and when he liad discoursed to him 
what he had learned concerning him and his 
wisdom, and how a divine spirit was with him, 
and that he alone was fully capable of finding 


♦ It is here remarkable that Josephus, without the 
knowledge of Ptolemy’s canon, should call the same 
king, whom he himself here (Bar. I, 11, and Dan. v, 
1 , 9, 1 2, 22, 29, 30) styles nclta/.ar, or Belshazzar, 

from the Babylonian god Bel, Neboandelus also; and 
in the first book again.st Apion (sect. 19, vol. iii), from 
the same citation out of Herosus, Nabonnedon, from the 
Babylonian go'l Nabo, or Nebo. This la.st is not re- 
mote from the original pronunciation Itself in Ptolemy’s 
^non, Naboiiadlu.s ; for both the place of thi.s king in 
that canon, as the last of the Assyrian or Babylonian 
lungs, and the number of years of his reign, seventeen, 
the same in both demonstrate that it is cue and the 
satne king that is me^t by them all. It is also worth 
noting, that Josephus knew that Darius, the partner of 
Cyrus, was the son of Astyages, and was called by ano- 
mer name among the Greeks, though it does not appear 
be knew what that name was, as having never seen the 
best history of this period, which is Xenophon’s': but 
Jo»ephu.s’8 present cop.es say presently (sect. 
only witliin no long time after the hand- 
•vif tltifg cn tte wa/J that Ba]ta.sar was si .i.>. does not so 
well our copies of Daniel, which aiy it was 

tlie fame nw, Dan. v, SO. 


out what others would never have thought of, 
he desired him to declare to him what this 
writing meant ; that if he did so, he would 
give him leave to wear purple, and to put a 
chain of gold about his neck, an^ w’ould be- 
stow on him the third part of his dominion, 
as an honorary rcw'ard for his w'isdom, that 
thereby he might become illustrious to those 
w'ho saw him, and who inquired upon what 
occanon he obtained such honours. But 
Daiiiel desired that he would keep his gifts 

I'^This grandmother, or mother of Baltasar, the 
nuei^-dowager of Babylon (for she is dlstinguishoa 
inM his queen (Dan. v, 10, 2.1), seemtf'lb have 1)^” 
tnk famous Nitocris, who fortified Babylon against tne 
Modes and Persian.^, and in all probability governed uH' 
dor Baltasar, who seems to be a weak and eflbmirsic 
prince 
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to himself ; for what is the effect of wisdom 
and of divine revelation admits of no gifts, 
and bestows its advantages on petitioners 
freely; but that still' he would explain the 
writing to him ; which denoted that he should 
soon die, and this because he had not learnt 
to honour God, and not to admit things a- 
bove human nature, by what punishments his 
progenitor had undergone for the injuries he 
had offered to God ; and because he had 
quite forgotten how Nebuchadnezzar was rc> 
moved to feed among wild beasts for his ini- 
pieties, and did not recover his former life a- 
mong men and his kingdom, but upon God’s 
mercy to him, after many sup))lications and 
prayers; who did thereupon praise God all 
the days of his life, as one of almighty power, 
and who takes care of mankind. [He also 
put him in mind] how he bad greatly blas- 
phemed against God, and had made use of 
ins vessels amongst his concubines : that there- 
fore God saw this, and was angry with him, 
and declared by this writing beforehand what 
a sad conclusion of his life he should come to. 
And he explained the writing thus ; — “ Ma- 
NEH. This, if it be expounded in the Greek 
language, may signify a Number ^ because 
God hath numbered so long a time for thy 
life, and for thy government, and that there 
remains but a small portion. — Thekef.. This 
signifies a Jf^eiglU, and means that God hath 
weighed thy kingdom in a balance, and finds 
it going down already. — Phares. This also, 
in the Greek tongue, denotes a J'ragvicnt ; 
God will therefore break thy kingdom in 
pieces, and divide it among tlie Medes and 
Persians.” 

4, When Daniel had told the kjiig that 
the writing upon the wall signified these e- 
vents, Baltasar tvas in great sorrow and afHic- 
tion, as w'as to be expected, when the inter- 
pretation was so heavy upon iiini, How'cver, 
he did not refuse what he had promised Da- 
niel, although he were bf'come a foreteller of 
misfortunes to him, but bestowed it all upon 
him ; as reasoning tlius, that what he was to 
reward was peculiar to himself, and to fate, 
and did not belong to the prophet, but that 
it was the part of a good and a just man to 
give wiiat he had promised, although the e- 
yents were of a melancholy nature, Accord- 
ingly, the king determined so to do. Now, 
'after a little while, both himself and the city 
were taken by Cyrus, the king of Persia, who 
fought against him ; for it was Baltasar, un- 
fier whom Babylon was taken, when he had 
•■oigned seventeen years. And this is the end 
of the posterity of king Nebuchadnezzar, as 
history informs us; but when Babylon was 
taken by Darius, and when he, with his kins- 
Cyrus, had put an end to the dominion 
0 the Babylonians, he was sixty-two years 
° tl. He was the son of Astyages, and had 
another name among the Greeks. Moreover, 

e took Daniel the prophet, and carried him 
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with him into Media, and honoured him very 
greatly, and kept him with him ; for he was 
one of the three presidents whom he set over 
his three hundred and sixty provinces; for 
into so many did Darius part them. 

5. However, while Daniel was in so great 
dignity, and in so great favour with Darius, and 
was alone intrusted with every thing by him, as 
having somewhat divine in him, he was en- 
vied by the rest : for those that sec others in 
greater honour than themselves with kings, 
envy them ; and when those that were grieved 
at the great favour Daniel was in with Darius, 
sought for an occasion against him, he afford- 
ed them no occasion at all, for he was above 
all the temptationi of money, and despised 
bribery, and esteemed it a very base thing to 
take any thing by way of reward, even when 
it might be justly given him, he afforded those 
that envied him not the least handle for an 
accusation. So when they could find nothing 
for which they might calumniate him to the 
king, nothing that was shameful oi reproach- 
ful, and thereby deprive him of the hono 
he was in with him, they sought for some 
other method whereby tl'ey might destroy 
him. When therefore they saw that Daniel 
prayed to God three times a day.tlicy though l 
they had gotten an occasion by winch they 
might ruin him ; so they came to Djrius, and 
told him, that ‘*the princes and go’einors 
had thought proper to allow the multitude a 
relaxation for thirty days, that no one might 
ofi'er a petition or prayer cither to himself, o 
to the gods, but that he who shall transgrcs.s 
this decree shall be cast j'nto a den of liona, 
and there perish.” 

6. Whereupon the king, not being acquaint- 
ed witli their wicked design, nor suspecting that 
it was a contrivance of theirs against Daniel, 
said he was pleased with this decree of theirs, 
and he promised to confirm what they desired ; 
he also published an edict to promulgate to 
the people that decree which the princes had 
made. Accordingly, all the rest look care 
not to transgress those injunctions, and rested 
in quiet ; but Daniel had no regard to them, 
but, as he was wont, he stood and prayed to 
God in the sight of them all *. but the princes 
having met with the occasion they so earnestly 
sought to find against Daniel, came presently 
to the king, and accused him, that Daniel 
was the only person that transgressed the de* 
cree, while not one of the rest durst pray to 
their gods. This discovery tliey made, not 
because of his impiety, but because they had 
watched him, and observed him out of envy ; 
for supposing that Darius did thus out of a 
greater kindness to him tnan they expected, 
and that he was ready to grant him a pardon 
for this contempt of his injunctions, and en- 
vying this very pardon to Daniel, they did not 
become more favourable to him, but desired he 
might be cast into the den of lions, according 
to the law So Darius, hoping that God 
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would deliver him, and that he would undvr* | 
go nothing that was terrible by the wild beasts, ' 
bade him bear this accident cheerfully ; and 
when he was cast into the den, he put his seal 
to the stone that lay upon the mouth of the den, 
and went his way, but he passed all the night 
without food and without sleep, being in great 
distress for Daniel ; but when it was day, he 
got up, and came to the den, and found the 
seal entire, which he had left the stone sealed 
withal ; he also opened the seal, and cried out, 
and called to Daniel, and asked him if be 
were alive ; and as soon as he heard the king's 
voice, and said that he had suffered no harm, 
the king gave order that he should be drawn 
up out of the den. Now when bis enemies 
saw that Daniel had suffered nothing which 
was terrible, they would not own that be was 
preserved by God, and by his providence ; but 
they said, that the lions had been filled full with 
food, and on that account it was, as they sup- 
posed, that the lions would not touch Daniel, 
nor come to him ; and this they alleged to 
the king j but the king, out of an abhorrence 
of their wickedness, gave order that they 
should throw in a g.cat deal of flesh to the 
lions ; and when they had filled themselves, 
he gave farther order that Daniel s enemies 
should be cast into the den that he might 
learn whether the lions, now they were full, 
would touch them or no^ ; and it appeared 
plain to Darius, after the princes had been 
cast to the wild beasts, that it was God who 
preserved Daniel,* for the lions spared none 
of them, but tore them all to pieces, as if they 
had been very hungry, and wanted food. I 
suppose, therefore, it was not their liunger, 
which had been a little before satisfied with 
abundance of flesh, but the wickedness of these 
men that provoked them [to destroy the 
princes] ; for if it so please God, that wicked- 
ness might, by even those .rratiorial creatures, 
be esteemed a plain foundation for their pu- 
nishment. 

7. When, therefore, those that had intend- 
ed thus to ilestroy Daniel by treachery were 
themselves destroyed, king Darius sent [leu 
ters] over all the country, and praised that 
God whom Daniel worshipped, and said that 
he was the only true God, and had all power. 
He had also Daniel in very great esteem, and 
made him the principal of his friends. Now 
when Daniel was become so illustrious and 
famous, on account of the opinion men had 
that he was beloved of God, he built a tower 
at Ecbatana, in Media : it was a most elegant 
building, and wonderfully made, and it i» 

♦ It Is no way improbable that Daniel's enetnies might 
suggest this reason to the king, why the lions did not 
meddle with him, and that they might suspect the kingfs 
kindness to Daniel had procured these lions to be so filled 
beforehand, and that thence it was that he encouraged 
Daniel to submit to thisexperiir'cnt, in hopes of coming 
off safe; and that thbwas the true reason of making 
so terrible an expnlVDent upon tlK>sv ’us enemies, and 
all their families (Dam vi, though out other copies 
do not directly take notice of it. 


still remaining, and preserved to this day; 
and to fluch as see it, it appears to have been 
lately built, and to have been no older than 
that very day when any one looks upon it, it 
>s so fresh,f flourishing, and beautiful, and no 
vay grown old in so long time ; for buildings 
.uffer the same as men do, they grow old as 
well as they, and by numbers of years their 
strength is dissolved, and their beauty wither, 
ed. Now they bury the kings of Media, of 
Persia, and Parthia, in this tower, to this day ; 
and he who was intrusted with the care of it, 
was a Jewish priest ; which thing is also ob. 
served to tliis day. Hut it is fit to give an 
account of what this man did, which is most 
admirable to hear ; for he was so happy as to 
have strange revelations made to him, and 
those as to one of the greatest of the prophets, 
nsomuch, that while he was alive he had the 
esteem and applause both of the kings and 
of the multitude ; and now be is dead, he re- 
tains a remembrance that will never fail, for 
the several books that he wrote and left be- 
hind him arc still read by us till this time ; 
and from them we believe that Daniel con- 
versed with God ; for he did not only pro- 
phecy of future events, as did the other pro- 
phets, but he also determined the time of their 
accomplishment ; and while the prophets used to 
foretel misfortunes, and on that account were 
disagreeable both to the kings and to the mul- 
titude, Daniel was to them a prophet of good 
things, and this to such a degree, that, by the 
agreeable nature of his predictions, he procur- 
ed the good-will of all men; and by the ac- 
complishment of them, he procured the be- 
lief of their truth, and the opinion of [a sort 
of] divinity for himself, among the multi- 
tude. He also wrote and left behind him wliiu 
made manifest the accuracy and undeniahie 
veracity of his predictions ; for he saith, that 
when he was in Susa, the metropolis of Per- 
sia, and went out into the field with his com- 
panions, there was, on the sudden, a motion 
and concussion of the earth, and that he was 
left alone by himself, his friends flying away 
from him, and that he was disturbed, and feP 
on his face, ami on his two hands, and that a 
certain person touched him, and, at the same 
time, bade him rise, and sec what would befal 
his countrymen after many generations. He 
also related, that when he stood up, be was 
shown a great ram, with many horns growing 
out of his head, and that the Idst was higher 
than the rest ; that after this he looked to the 
west, and saw a he-goat carried through the 

t What Josephus here says, that the stones of ^ 
sepultures of the kings of Persia at this tower, or th^ 
perhaps of the same sort that are now commonly can 
the Ruiru of Persepolls, continued so entire and una 
tered in his days, as if they were lately put there, 
(says Rclandl here can show to be true, as to those swi 
of the Persian kings’ mausoleum, which Com. . 
brake off and gave me." He ascribed this to the na * 
ness of the stones, which scarcely yields to iron , 
and proves frctiuently too hard for cutting bv the cn 
but oftentimes breaks it to pieces. 
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air from that quarter ; that he rushed upon 
the ram with violence, and smote him twice 
with his horns, and overthrew him to the 
ground, and trampled upon him : that after- 
wards he saw a very great horn growing out 
of the head of the fie-goat ; and that when it 
was broken off, four horns grew up that were 
exposed to each of the four winds, and he 
wrote that out of them arose another lesser 
horn, which, as he said, waxed great ; and 
that God showed to him, that it should fight 
against his nation, and take their city by force, 
and bring the tern pie- worship to confusion, 
and foibid the jacrifices to be offered for one 
tliousand tw'O hundred and ninety-six days. 
Daniel wrote that he saw* these visions in the 
plain of Susa ; and he hatli informed us that 
God interpreted the appearance of this vision 
after the following manner ; — He said that the 
ram signified the kingdoms of the Medes and 
Persians, and the horns those kings that were 
to reign in them ; and that the last horn sig- 
nified the last king, and that he should ex- 
ceed all the kings in riches and glory ; that 
the he-goat signified that one should come and 
-eign from the Greeks, who should twice fight 
with the Persian, and overcome him in bat- 
de, and should receive his entire dominion; 
that by the great horn which sprang out of 
the forehead of the he-goat was meant the 
first king; and that the springing up of four 
horns upon its falling off, and the conversion 
of every one of them to the four quarters of 
the earth, signified the successors that should 
arise after the death of the first king, and the 
partition of the kingdom among them, and 
that they should be neither his children nor 
of his kindred that should reign over the ha- 
bitable earth for many years ; and that from 
among them there should arise a certain king 
that should overcome our nation and their 
laws, and should take away our political go- 
vernment, and should spoil the temple, and 
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forbid the sacrifices to be offen«d for three 
years* time.** And indeed it so came to pass, 
that our nation suffered these things under 
Antioebus Epiphaiies, according to Daniel's 
vision, and what he wrote many years before 
they came to pass. In the very same manner 
Daniel also wrote concerning the Roman go- 
vernment, and that our country should be 
made desolate by them. All these things did 
this man leave in writing, as God had showed 
them to him, insomuch, that such as read his 
prophecies, and see how they have been ful- 
filled, would wonder at the honour where- 
with God honoured Daniel ; and may thence 
discover how the Epicureans arc in an error, 
who cast providence out of human life, and 
do not believe that God takes care of the af- 
fairs of the world, nor that the universe is 
governed and continued in being by that bles- 
sed and immortal nature, but say that the 
world is carried along of its own accord, 
without a ruler and a curator ; which, were 
it destitute of a guide to conduct, as they 
imagine, it would be like jhips ivlthout pilots, 
which we see drowned by the winds, or like 
chariots without drivers, which are overturn- 
ed ; so would the world be dashed to pieces 
by its being carried without a Providence, and 
so perish, and come to nought. So that, by 
the forementioned predictions of Daniel, those 
men seem to me very much to err from the 
truth, who determine that God exercises no 
providence over human affairs; for if that 
were the case, that the world went on by me- 
chanical necessity, we should not see that all 
things would come to pass according to his 
prophecy. Now, as to myself, I have so de- 
scribed these matters as I have found them 
and read them ; but if any one is inclined to 
another opinion about them, let him enjoy his 
different sentiments without any blame from 
me. 
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CONTAINING THE INTEllVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE YEARS 

FIVE MONTHS. 

FROM THE FIRST OF CYRUS TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER THE 

GREAT. 


CHAPTER I. 

HOW CYRUS, KING OF THE PERSIANS, DELIVER- 
ED THE JEWS OUT OF BABYLON, AND SUF- 
FERED THEM TO RETURN TO THEIR OWN 
COUNTRY, AND TO BUILD THEIR TEMPLE ; 
FOR WHICH W'ORK HE GAVE THEM MONEY. 

§ 1. In tlie first year of the reign of Cyrus,* 
whicii was the seventieth from the day that our 
people were removed out of their own land 
inUi Babylon, God commiserated the capti- 
vity and calamity of these poor people, accord- 
ing as he had foretold to them by Jeremiah 
the prophet, before the destruction of the 
city, that after they had seiwed Nebuchadnez- 
zar and his posterity, and after they had un - 
dergone that servitude seventy years, he would 
restore them again to the land of tlieir fathers, 
and they should build their temple, and enjoy 
tlieir ancient prosperity j and these things God 
ilid afford them ; for he stirred up the mind of 
Cyrus, and made him write this throughout 
all Asia; — “ Thus saith Cyrus the King; — 
Since God Almiglity Iialh appointed me to be 
king of tlic habitable earth, 1 believe that he 
is that God which the nation of the Israelites 
worship ; for indeed he foretold my name by 
the prophets, and that I should build him a 
house at Jerusalem, in the country of Judea.’* 
2. This was known to Cyrus by his read- 
ing the book which Isaiah left behind him of 
his prophecies ; for this prophet said that God 
had spoken thus to him in a secret vision : — 
“ My will is, that Cyrus, whom I have ap- 
pointed to be king over many and great na- 
tions, send back iny people to their own land, 
and build my temple.” This was foretold by 
Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the 
temple was demolished. Accordingly, . when 
Qjirus read this, and admired the divine 

* This Cyrus is called God’s Shevherd by Xroophon, 
■t well as by Isaiah (Isa. xHv, S?8| m also it is saiti of 
Him by the same prophet, that •• I will make a man 
more prerious than fine cold, even a v v., :>»an the gol- 
den wedge of Onhir” (Isa. xiii, 12); whi. ^. vlviraeter 
makes Xenophoirs most execlient histo/v (*f hiu'. very 
credibtoi 


power, an earnest desire and ambition seized 
upon him to fulfil w'hat was so written ; so he 
called for the most eminent Jews that were in 
Babylon, and said to them, that he gave them 
leave to go back to their owm country, and to 
rebuild their city Jerusalem, *1* and the temple 
of God, for that he would be their assistant, 
and that he would w-ritc to the rulers and go- 
vernors that w'erc in the neighbourhood of 
their country of Judea, that they should con- 
tribute to them gold and silver for the build* 
ing of the temple, and, besides that, beasts 
for their sacrifices, 

3, When Cyrus had said this to the Is- 
raelites, the rulers of the two tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin, w’ith the Levites and priests, 
went in haste to Jerusalem, yet did many ol 
them stay at Babylon, as not willing to leave 
their possessions ; and when they were come 
thither, all the king’s friends assisted them, 
and brought in, for the building of the tem- 
ple, some gold, and some silver, and some a 
great many cattle and horses. So they per- 
formed their vows to God, and offered the 
sacrifices that had been accustomed of old 
time; I mean this upon the rebuilding ot 
their city, and the revival of the ancient prac- 
tices relating to their worship. Cyrus also 
sent back to them the vessels of God which 
king Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged out of the 
temple, and carried to Babylon. So he com- 
mitted these things to Mithridates, the trea- 
surer, to be sent away, with an order to give 
them to Sanabassar, that he might»keep them 

t This leave to build Jerusalem (sects. 2, H), and this 
epistle of Cyrus to Sisinnes and Sathrabuzanes, to the 
same purpose, are most unfortunately omitted in ah 
copies, but this best and completest copy of Josephus 5 
and by sueh omission the famous prophegr 
(Isa. xliv, 28), where we are Informed that Gnt*. ***“„/i 
or to Cynw, •* He is my shepherd, and shall perform ai 
my pleasure; even saying to Jerusalem, thou snaii pjj 
built; and to the lemple, thy foundation shall be laid, 
could not hitherto be demonstrated from the 


from the lemple, the ‘rebuilding of whldt is alone 
mitted or directed in Mu* decree of Cyrus, in au o* 
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till the temple was built ; and when it was 
finished, he might deliver them to the priests 
and rulers of the multitude, in order to their 
being restored to the temple. Cyrus also 
sent an epistle to the governors that were in 
Syria, the contents whereof here follow ; — 

“ KING CYllUS TO SISINNBS AND SATHRABUZA- 
NES, SENDETH GREETING.’* 

** I have given leave to as many of the 
Jews that dwell in my country as please to 
return to their own country, and to rebuild 
their city, and to build the temple of God at 
Jerusalem, on the same place where it was 
before. I have also sent my treasurer, Mi- 
lliridates, and Zorobabel, the governor of the 
Jews, that they may lay the foundations of 
the temple, and may build it sixty cubits high, 
and of the same latitude, making three edi- 
fices of polished stones, and one of the wood 
of the country, and the same order extends to 
the altar whereon they on’er sacrifices to God. 

I require also, that the expenses for these 
things may be given out of my revenues. 
Moreover, I have also sent the vessels wliich 
king Nebuchadnozzai pillaged out of the 
temple, and have given them to Mithridatos 
tlie treasurer, and to Zorobabel the governor 
of the Jews, that they may have them carried 
to Jennsalem, and may restore them to the 
temple of God. Now their number is as fol- 
lows ; * — Fifty chargers of gold and fivehun- 
(li ed of silver j forty Tlicriclean cujis of gold, 
and five hundred of silver; fifty basons of gold, 
and five hundred of silver; thirty vessels for 
pouring [the drink-ollerings], and three hun- 
dred of silver , thirty vials of gold, and two 
thousand four hundred of silver ; with a thou- 
sand other large vessels. I permit them to 
have the same honour which they were used 
to have from their forefathers, as also for their 
small cattle, and for wiive and oil, two hun- 
dred and five thoiisaiui and five hundred 
drachma; ; and for wheat-flour, twenty thou- 
sand and five hundred artabee : and I give 
order that these expenses shall be given them 
out of the tributes due from Samaria. The 
priests shall also offer these sacrifices accord- 
ing to the laws of Moses in Jerusalem ; and 
when they otVer them, they shall pray to God 
lor the preservation of the king and of his fa- 
mily, that the kingdom of Persia may conti- 
nue. But my will is, that those who distjbey 
these injunctions, and make them void, sltal 
he hung upon a cross, and their substance 
brought into the king’s treasury.*’ And such 
"as the import of this epistle. Now the num- 
ber of thotic that came out of captivity to Je- 
^■usalem, were forty-two thousand four hun- 
dred and sixty-two. 

the true number of golden and sliver vessels here 
.u® elsewhere belonging to the temple of Solomon, see 
e description of the temple, chap. xiii. 


OF THE JEWS. 291 


CHAPTER II. 

HOW, UPON THE DEATH OF CYRUS, THE JEWS 
WERE HINDERED IN BUILDING OF THE TEM- 
PLE BY THE CUTIIEANS, AND THE NEIGH- 
BOURING GOVERNORS ; AND HOW CAMBYSES 
ENTIRELY FORBADE THE JEWS TO DO ANY 
SUCH THING. 

§ 1. When the foundations of the temple 
fcvere laying, and when the Jews W'ere very 
zealous about building it, the neighbouring 
nations, and especially the Cutbeans, whom 
Shalmanczcr, king of Assyria, had brought 
Hit of Persia and Media, and had planted in 
Siimaria, when he carried the people of Israel 
captive, besought the governors, and those 
;hat had the care of such affairs, that they 
would interrupt the Jews, both in the rcbuild- 
ng of their city, and in the building of their 
:emple. Now as these men were corrupted 
by them with money, they sold the Cutlicans 
heir interest for rendering this building a 
slow and a careless work, for Cyrus, who was 
Dusy about other wars, knew nothing of all 
tills ; and it so hapjiencd, that when he had 
led his army against the Massagetae, he ended 
Ills life.f But when Cambyses, the son of 
Cyrus, liad taken the kingdom, the governors 
*n Syria, and Phoenicia, and in the countries 
of Ammon, and Moah, and Samaria, wrote 
an epistle to Cambyses ; whose contents were 
as follow To our Lord Cambyses. We 
thy servants, Rathumus -the historiographer 
and Senieliius the scribe, and the rest that are 
thy judges in Syria and Phoenicia, send greet- 
ing; It is fit, O king, that thou shouldest 
know that those Jews A'ho were carried to 
Babylon, are come into our country, and are 
building that rebellious and wicked city, and 
its market places, and setting up its walls, 
and r.aising up the temple ; know, therefore, 
that when these things arc finished, they will 
not be willing to pay tribute, nor will they 
submit to thy commands, but will resist kings, 
and will choose rather to rule over others, 
than be ruled over themselves. We there- 
fore tliought it proper to write to thee, O 

t Josephus here follows Herodotus, and those that 
related how Cyrus made war with the Scythians anu 
Massa^etes, near the Caspian Sea, and perished in it ; 
while Xenophon’s account, which appears never to have 
been seen by Josephus, that Cyrus died in peace in his 
own country of Persia, is attested to by the writers of 
the affairs of Alexander the Great, when they agree 
that he found f .yruss sepulchre at Pasargadac, near Per 
sepolis. 1'his account of Xenophon is also confirmed 
by the circumstances of Cambyses, upon his succession 
to Cyrus, who, instead of a war to avenge his father's 
death upon Urc Scythians and Massagetes, and to pre- 
vent tliose nations from overrunning his northern pro- 
vinces, which would have been the natural eon^uence 
of his father’s ill success and death there, went immedi- 
ately to an Egyjitian war, long ago begun by Cyrus, ac- 
cording to Ji^nophon, page 644, and conquered that 
kingdom ; nor is there, that 1 ever heard of, the least 
mention in the reign of Cambyses of any war against the 
Scythians and Massagetes that he was ever engaged In, 
in all his life. 
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king, while the works about the temple are 
going on so fast, and not to overlook this 
matter, that thou maycst search into the books 
of thy fathers, for tliou wilt find in them that 
the Jews have been rebels, and enemies to 
kings, as hath their city been also, which, for 
that reason, hath been till now laid waste. 
We thought proper also to inform thee of this 
matter, because thou maycst otherwise per- 
haps be ignorant of it, that if this city be 
once inhabited, and be entirely encompassed 
with walls, thou wilt be excluded from the 
passage to Celesyria and Phoenicia.§ ** 

2, Will'll Cambyses had read the epistle, 
being naturally wicked, he w-as irritated at 
what they told him j and wrote back to them 
as follows : “ Cambyses, the king, to Rathu- 
mus, the liistoriographer, to Becltetlimus, to 
Seraellius the scribe, and the rest that are in 
commission, and dwelling in Samaria and 
Phoenicia, after this manner : 1 have read the 
epistle that was sent from you ; and I gave 
order that the books of my forefathers should 
be searched into ; and it is there found, that 
this city bath always been an enemy to kings, 
and its inhabitants have raised seditions and 
wars. We also are sensible that their kings 
have been powerful and tyrannical, and have 
exacted tribute of Cclesyria and Phoenicia : 
wherefore I give order, that the Jews shall 
not be permitted to build that city, lest such 
mischief as they used to bring upon kings be 
greatly augmented. *’ When this epistle was 
read, Rathumus, and Semellius the scribe, 
and their associates, got suddenly on horse- 
back, and made haste to Jerusalem ; they al- 
no brought a great company with tlieni, and 
fuibadc the Jews to build the city and tlie 
temple. Accordingly, these works were hin- 
dered from going on till the second year of 
the reign of Darius, for nine years more ; for 
Cambyses reigned six years, and within that 
time overthrew Egypt, and when he was come 
back, he died at Damascus. 


CHAPTER 111. 

HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF CAMBYSES, AND 
THE SLAUGHTER OF THE MAGI, RUT UNDER 
THE REIGN OF DARIUS, ZORORABEL WAS SU- 
PERIOR TO THE REST IN THE SOI.Ul’ION OF 
PROBLEMS, AND THEREBY OBTAINED THIS 
FAVOUR OF THE KING, THAT THE TEMPLE 
mOULD BE BUILT. 

§ 1. After the slaughter of the magi, who, 

upon the death of Cambyses attained the 
government of the Persians for a year, those 
families who were called the seven families of 
the Persians, appointed Darius, the son of 
Hyetaepes, to be their king Now be, while 
lie wae « private man, had made a ^ ow to God, 
tiiet If he came to be king, he would send all 


the vessels of God that were in Babylon to 
the temple at Jerusalem. Now it so fell out, 
that about this time Zorobabel, who had been 
made governor of the Jews that had been in 
captivity, came to Darius, from Jerusalem ; for 
there had been an old friendsliip between him 
and the king. He was also, with two others, 
thought worthy to be guard of the king's 
body; and obtained that honour which he 
hoped for. 

2. Now, in the first year of the king’s reign, 
Darius feasted those that were about him, and 
those born in his house, with the rulers of tlie 
Medes, and princes of the Persians, and tlie 
toparchs of India and Ethiopia, and the gene- 
rals of the armies of his hundred and twenty- 
seven provinces ; but when they had eaten and 
drunken to satiety and abundantly, tliey every 
one departed to go to bed at their own houses, 
and Darius the king went to bed; but after 
he had rested a little part of the night, he a- 
waked, and not being able to sleep any more, 
he fell into conversation with the three guards 
of his body, and promised, that to him who 
should make an oration about points that he 
should inquire of, such us should be most a- 
grceable to truth, and to the dictates of wis- 
dom, he would grant it as a reward of his vic- 
tory, to put on a purple garment, and to drink 
in cups of gold, and to sleep upon gold, and 
to have a chariot w'ith bridles of gold, and a 
head-tire of fine linen, and a chain of gold a- 
bout his neck, and to sit next to himself, on 
account of his wisdom; — “And,” says he, 

he shall be called my Cousin.” Now when 
he had promised to give them these gifts, lie 
asked the first of them, “ Whether wine was 
not the strongest .P’ — the second, “ Whclher 
kings were not such ?” — and the third, “ Whe* 
ther women were not such ? or whether truth 
was not the strongest of all ?** When he bad 
proposed that they should make their inquiries 
about these problems, he went to rest ; hut 
in the morning he sent for his great men, bis 
princes, and toparchs of Persia and Media, 
and set himself down in the place where be 
used to give audience, and bid each of the 
guards of his body to declare what they thought 
proper concerning the proposed questions, i» 
the hearing of them all. 

3. Accordingly, the first of them began to 
speak of the strength of wine ; and demon- 
strated it thus ; “ WJien,** said he, “ J 
give my opinion of wine, O you men, I 
that it exceeds every thing, by the following 
indications: it deceives the mind of those 
that drink it, and reduces that of the king to 
the same state with that of the orphan, and 
he who stands in need of a tutor ; and erects 
that of the slave to the boldness of him that 
is free; and tliat of the needy becomes like 
that of the rich man, for it changes and re- 
news the souls of men when it gets into them, 
and it quenches the sorrow of those that are 
under calamities, and makes men forget t e 
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debts they owe to others, and makes them i 
think themselves to be of all men the richest; 
it makes them talk of no small things, but of 
talents, and such other things as become weal- 
thy men only ; nay more, it makes them in- 
sensible of their commanders and of their 
kings, and takes away the remembrance of 
their friends and companions, for it arms men 
even against those that are dearest to them, 
and makes them appear the greatest strangers 
to them ; and when they are become sober, and 
they have slept out their wine in the night, they 
arise without knowing any thing they have 
done in their cups. 1 take these for signs of 
power, and by them discover that wine is the' 
strongest and most insuporal)le of all things. ' 
4, As soon as the first had given the fore- 
mentioned demonstrations of the strength of 
wine, he left off ; and the next to him began 
to speak about the strength of a king, and 
demonstrated that it w’as the strongest of all, 
and more powerful than any thing else that 
appears to have any force or wisdom. He 
began his demonstration after the following 
manner ; and said, “ They are men who go- 
vern all things ; they force the earth and the 
sea to become profitable to them in what they 
desire, and over these men do kings rule, and 
over them they have authority. Now those 
who rule over that animal which is of all the 
strongest and most powerful, must needs de- 
serve to be esteemed insuperable in power 
and force. For example, when these kings 
command their subjects to make wars, and 
undergo dangers, they are hearkened to ; and 
when they send them against their enemies, 
their power is so great tliat they arc obeyed. 
They command men to level mountains, and 
to pull down walls a id towers ; nay, when 
they arc commanded to be killed and to kill, 
they submit to it, that they may not appear to 
transgress the king’s commands; and when 
they have conquered, they bring what they 
have gained in the war to the king. Those 
also who are not soldiers, bi;t cultivate the 
ground, and plough it, after they have en- 
dured the labour, and all the inconveniences 
of such works of husbandry, when they have 
reaped and gathered in tlieir fruits, they bring 
tributes to the king ; and whatsoever it i: 
which the king says or commands, if is done 
of necessity, and that without any delay, while 
lie in the meantime is satiated w-itli all sorts 
of food and pleasures, and sleeps in quiet. 
He is guarded by such as watch, and such as 
ai^e, as it were, fixed down to the place through 
fear ; for no one dares leave him, even when 
he is asleep, nor does any one go away and 
take care of his own afiPairs, but he esteems 
this one thing the only work of necessity, to 
guard the king; and accordingly to tliis he 
addicts himself. How then can it be 
otherwise, but that it must appear that the 
exceeds all in strength, while so great a 
multitude obeys his injunctions?’* 


5. Now when this man had held his peace, 
:he third of them, who was Zorobabel, began 
to instruct them about women, and about 
;ruth, who said thus ; “ Wine is strong, as Is 
he king also, whom all men obey, but wo- 
men are superior to them in power ; for it 
iras a woman that brought the king into the 
world ; and for those that plant the vines and 
make the wine, they are women who bear 
hem, and bring them up ; nor indeed is there 
any thing which we do not receive from 
them ; for these women weave garments for 
us, and our household affairs are by their 
means taken care of, and preserved in safety ; 
nor can we live separate from women ; and 
when we have gotten a great deal of gold, 
and silver, and any other thing that is of 
great value, and deserving regard, and sec a 
)eautiful woman, we leave all these things, 
and with open mouth fix our eyes upon her 
countenance, and are willing to forsake what 
we have, that we may enjoy her beauty, and 
procure it to ourselves. We also leave fa- 
ther, and mother, and the earth that nourishes 
us, and frequently forget our dearest friends, 
for the sake of women ; nay, we are so hardy 
as to lay down our lives for them ; but what 
will chiefly make you take notice of the 
strength of women is this that follows ; Do 
not we take pains, and endure a great deal of 
trouble, and that both by land and sea, and 
when we have procured somewhat is the fruit 
of our labours, do not we bring them to the 
women, as to our mistresses, and bestow them 
upon them ? Nay, I once saw the king, who 
is lord of so many peoj)lc, smitten on the face 
by Apame, the daughter of liabsases Thema- 
iius his concubine, and his diadem taken from 
him, and put upon her own head, while he 
bore it patiently ; and when she smiled he 
smiled, and when she was angry he was sad , 
and according tO the change of her passions, 
he flattered his wife, and drew' her to recon- 
ciliation by the great humiliation of himself 
to her, if at any time he saw her displeased at 
him.” 

6, And when the princes and rulers looked 
one upon another, he began to speak about 
truth ; and he said, I have already demon- 
strated how powerful women are; but both 
these women themselves, afid the king him- 
self, are w'caker than truth : for although the 
earth be large, and the heaven high, and tlie 
course of the sun swift, yet are all these moved 
according to the will of God, who is true and 
righteous, for which cause we also ought to 
esteem truth to be the strongest of all things, 
and that what is unrighteous is of no force 
against it. Moreover, all things else that 
have any strength are mortal, and short-lived, 
but truth is a thing that is immortal and eter» 
nal. It affords us not indeed such a beauty 
as will wither away by time, nor such riches 
as may be taken away by fortune, but right* 
eous rules and laws. It distinguishes them 



294 


BOOK X[. 


AN-IiquITIES of the jews. 


from injustice, and puts what is unrighteous 
to rebuke.*** 

7. So when Zorobabel had left off his dis- 
course about truth, and the multitude had 
cried out aloud that he had spoken the most 
wisely, and tliat it was truth alone that had 
immutable strength, and sucIj as never would 
wax old, the king cominatidcd that he should 
ask for somewhat over and above what he had 
promised, for that he >»ouId give it him be- 
cause of his wisdom, and that prudence where- 
in he exceeded the rest; and thou shalt sit 
with me,’* said tlie king, “ and shalt be called 
my Cousin.” When he had said this, Zoroba- 
bel put him in mind of the vow he had made 
in case he should ever have the kingdom. 
Now this vow was, to rebuild .Jerusalem, and 
to build therein the temple of God, as also to 
restore the vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had 


offer their appointed sacrifices, and that what- 
soever the high-priest and the priests wanted, 
and those sacred garments wherein they used 
to worship God, should be made at his own 
charges ; and that the musical instruments 
which the Levites used in singing hymns to 
God should be given them. Moreover, he 
charged them, that portions of land should be 
given to those that guarded the city and the 
temple, as also a determinate sum of money 
every year for their maintenance : and withal 
he sent the vessels. And all that Cyrus in- 
tended to do before him, relating to the re- 
storation of .Jerusalem, Darius also ordained 
.should be done accordingly. 

9. Now wheti Zorobabel had obtained these 
grants from the king, he w^ent out of the pa- 
lace, and looking up to heaven, he began to 
return tlianks to God for the wisdom he had 


pillaged, and carried to Babylon. And this,” 
said he, is that request which thou now per- 
mittest me to make, on account that I have 
been judged to be wise and understanding.** 
8. So the king was pleased with what he 
had said, and arose and kissed him ; and wrote 
to the toparchs, and governors, and enjoined 
Ibeni to conduct Zorobabel and those that 
were going with him to build the temple. 
He also sent letters to those rulers that were 
in Syria and Phoenicia to cut down and carry 
cedar-trccs from Lebanon to Jerusalem, and 
to assist him in building the city. He also 
wrote to them, that all the captives who should 
go to Judea should be free ; and he prohibited 
his deputies and governors to lay any king’s 
taxes upon the Jews: he also permitted that 
they should have all the land which they 
could possess themselves of without tributes. 
He also enjoined the Idunicans and Samari- 
tans, and the inhabitants of Cclesyria, to re- 
store those villages which they had taken from 
the Jews ; and that, besidt^s all this, fifty 
talents should be given them for the building 
of the temple. He also permitted them to 


given him, and the victory he had gained 
thereby, even in the presence of Darius hiu]- 
self ; for, said he, “ I had not been thought 
wortliy of these advantages, O Lord, unless 
thou hadst been favourable to me.” When, 
therefore, he had returned these thanks to 
God for the present circumstance he was in, 
and had prayed to him to afford him the like 
favour for the time to come, he came to Ba- 
bylon, and brought the good news to his coun- 
trymen of what grants lie had procured for 
them from the king; who, when they heard 
the same, gave thanks also to God that ho re- 
stored the land of their forefathers to them a- 
gain. So they betook themselves to drinking 
and eating, and for seven days they continued 
feasting, and kept a festival, for the rebuild 
ing and restoration of their country : after 
this they chose themselves rulers, who should 
go up to Jerusalem, out of the tribes of iheir 
forefathers, with their wives, and children, 
and tattle, who travelled to Jerusalem with 
joy and pleasure, under the conduct of those 
whom Darius sent along with them, and 
making a noise with songs, and pipes, and 
cymbals. 'J’he rest of the Jewish multitude 


* The reader is to note, that altliouRh the speeches or 
papers of thcbt* three of the king's guard are niueh the 
same, in our third book of Esdras, chap. tii. and iv. as 
they are here in Josephus, yet that the introduction of 
them is entirely different, while in our Esdr.is the whole 
is related as the contrivance of the three of the king’s 
guards themselves; and even the mighty rewimls are 
spoken of as proposed by themselves, and the speecJics 
are related to nave been dcliveretl by themselves to the 
king in writing, while all is contrary in Josephus. 1 
need not say whose account is the most probable, the 
matters speak for themselves; and there can be no 
doubt but Josephus’s history is here to be very much 
preferred before the other. Nor indeed does it .seem to 
me at all unlikely that the whole was a contrivance of 
king Darius’s own, in order to Tic decently and inoffen- 
slvwy put in mind by Zorobabel of fulfllling his old 
vow for the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the tcnmlc, 
and the restoration of the worship of tlie ' One true Cirxl* 
there. Nor does the full meaning of Zorobabel, when 
he cries out (3 Esd. iv, *10), “ filessed be the God of I 
truth and here, " GchI is true and righteous,” tir even 
of all the people (3 Esd. iv, 41), “ Great Is truth, and 
mighty above all things,” seem tti me much diflerent 
from thia, “ There is but one tn.e (iod, the God of Is. 
rael.*’ To which doctrine, such as (’yni;:, and Darius, 
ftc. the Jew$* great patrons, seem not i . been very 
avene, thmifn tlie entire idolatry of tneir kingdoms 
made them fenerally conceal it. 


also besides accomiianied them with rejoic- 
ing. 

10. And thus did these men go, a certain 
and determinate number out of every family, 
though I do not think it proper to recite 
particularly the names of those families, that 
I may not take off the minds of my readers 
from the connexion of the historical facts, 
and make it hard for them to follow the co- 
herence of my narration ; but the sum of 
those that went up, aliove tlie age of twelve 
years, of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
was four hundred and sixty-two myriads and 
eight thousand ;f the Levites were seventy- 

f This strange reading in Josephus’s pr^nt copjw, 
of four millions instead of forty tnousana, 
grossest errors that is in them, and ought to w wjrct 
from Ezra ii, 64, 1 Estl. v, 40, and Neh. vi«, 66, wno 
all agree the general sum was but about forty -two inw 
sand three hundred and sixty. It is also very plain* in 

Jtwephus thought, that when Esdras afterwards hroug 
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/bur ; the number of the women and children 
mixed together was forty thousand seven hun- 
dred and forty-two ; and besides these, there 
were singers of the Levites one hundred and 
twenty-eight, and porters one hundred and 
ten, and of the sacred ministers tlirec hun- 
dred and ninety-two ; there were also others 
besides these, who said they were Israelites, 
but were not able to show' their genealogies, 
six hundred and sixty- two ; some there were 
also w'ho were expelled out of the number 
and honour of the priests, as having married 
wives whose genealogies they could not pro- 
duce, nor were they found in the genealogies 
of the Levites anti priests ; they were about 
five hundred and twenty-five ; the multitude 
also of servants who followed those that 
went up to Jerusalem seven thousand three 
hundred and thirty-seven; the singing men 
and singing women were two hundred and 
forty-five ; the camels w'ere four hundred and 
thirty-five j the beasts use<l to the yoke were 
five thousand five hundred and twenty-five ; 
and the governors of all this multitude thus 
iiumhered were Zorohahel, thte son of Sala- 
thicl, of the posterity of David, and of the 
fribe of Judah ; and Jeshua, the son of Jose- 
ilek the high-priest ; and besides these there 
«vcrc Mordecai and Seiehcus, who were dis- 
tinguished from the multitude, and were 
rulers, who also contributed u hundred 
pounds of gold and five thousand of silver. 
Hy this means, therefore, the priests and the 
Levites, and a certain part of the entire peo- 
ple of the Jews that were in Dabyloti, came 
and dwelt in Jerusalem ; but the rest of the 
multitude returned every one to their own 


CHAPTER IV. 

HOW THK 'fKMPLE WAS BUILT, WHILE THE 
CUTHEANS ENUEAVOURKU IN VAIN TO OB- 
Sl’RUCT THE WORK. 

1. Now in the seventh month after they 
Were departed out of Rahylon, both Jeshua 
the high-priest, and Zorobabel the governor, 
sent messengers every way round about, and 
Rathered those that were in the country to- 
Retlier to Jerusalem universally, who came 
very gladly thither. He then built tlie aitar 
Dn the same place it had formerly been built, 


that they might offer the appointed sacrificei 
upon it to God, according to the laws of Mo- 
ses. But while they did this, they did not 
please the neighbouring nations, who all of 
them bare an ill-will to them. They also 
celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles at that 
time, as the legislator had ordained concern- 
wg it; and after that they offered sacrifices, 
and what were called the daily sacrifices, and 
the oblations proper for the Sabbaths, and 
for all the holy festivals. Those also that 
had made vows performed them, and offered 
their sacrifices from the first day of the 
seventh month. They also began to build 
the temple, and gave a great deal of money 
to the masons and to the carpenters, and 
what was necessary for the maintenance of 
the workmen. The Sidonians also were very 
willing and ready to bring the cedar-trees 
from Libanus, to bind them together, and to 
make a united float of them, and to bring 
them to the port of Joppa, for that was what 
Cyrus had commanded at first, and what was 
now done at the command of Darius. 

2. Ill the second year of their coming to 
Jerusalem, as the Jews were there, in the se- 
cond month, the building of the temple went 
on apace ; and when they had laid its foun 
dations on the first day of the second montn 
of that second year, they set, as overseers of 
tlie work, such Levites as were full twenty 
years old ; and Jeshua and bis sons and brc. 
thren, and Codmiel, the brother of Judas, the 
son of Aminadab, with his sons ; and the 
temple, by the great diligence of those that 
had the care of it, was finished sooner than 
any one would have expected. And when 
the temple was finished, the priests, adorned 
with their accustomed garments, stood with 
their trumpets, while the' Levites, a«d the sons 
of Asaph, stood and sung hymns to God, 
according as David first of all appointed them 
to bless God. Now the priescs and Levites, 
and the elder part of the families, recollecting 
with themselves how much greater and more 
sumptuous the old temple had been, seeing 
that now made how much inferior it was, on 
account of their poverty, to that which had 
been built of old, considered with themselves 
how much their happy state was sunk below 
what it had been of old, as well as their tern, 
pie. Hereupon they w'erc disconsolate, and 
not able to contain their grief, and proceeded 
so far as to lament and shed tears on those 
accounts; but the people in general were 


{!’ company out of Babylon and Persia, in the 

they were also, as well as these, out of 
iHn out of them only, ami were in all no 

nore than ‘ a seed” and " a remnant," while an *' im 
*^he ten tribes never returned, but, 
V c,? . .. ooiitinucd then beyond Euphrates, ch. 
Ennh * ''* which multitude, the Jews beyond 

*P®®*^* freuucntly elsewhere, though, by 


on *^evcr lakes tnem to be idolaters, but looks 

« ** observers of the laws of Moses. The 
Bahvi«»” the people that now came up from 

at the end of this chapter, imply the same 
now came up; and wil no 
^ with the four millions. 


contented with their present condition ; and 
because they v^ere allowed to build them a 
temple, they desired no more, and neither re- 
garded nor remembered, nor indeed at all 
tormented themselves with the comparison of 
that and the former temple, as if this were 
below their expectations. But the wailing of 
the old men, and of the priests, on account of 
the deficiency of this temple, in their opa'nion, 
if compared with that which had been de- 
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molish^d, overcame the sounds of the trum- 
pets and the rejoicing of the people. 

3. But when the Samaritans, who were still 
enemies to the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
heard the sound of the trumpets, they came 
running together, and desired to know what 
was the occasion of this tumult ; and when 
they perceived that it was from the Jews who 
had been carried captive to Babylon, and were 
rebuilding their temple, they came to Zoro- 
babel and to Jeshua, and to the heads of the 
families, and desired that they w'ould give 
them leave to build the temple with them, and 
to be partners with them in building it; 
for they said, ** We worship their God, and 
especially pray to him, and are desirous of 
tlieir religious settlement, and this ever since 
Shalnianezer, die king of Assyria, transplant- 
ed us out of Cuthah and Media to this place.” 
When they said thus, Zorobabel, and Jeshua 
the high -priest, and the Iicads of the families 
of the Israelites, replied to them, that it was 
impossible for them to permit them to lie their 
partners, whilst they [only] had been appoint- 
ed to build that temple at first by Cyrus, and 
now by Darius, although it was indeed lawful 
for them to come and worship there if they 
uleased, and that they could allow them no- 
thing, but that in common with them, which 
was common to them with all other men, to 
come to their temple and worship God there. 

4. When the Culheans heard this, for the 
Samaritans have that appellation, they had in- 
dignation at it, and persuaded the nations of 
Syria to desire of the governors, in the same 
manner as they had done formerly in the days 
of Cyrus, and again in the days of Camhyses 
afterwards, to put a stop to the building of 
the temple, and to endeavour to delay and pro- 
tract the Jews in their zeal about it. Now at 
this time Sisiiines, the governor of Syria and 
Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes, with certain 
others, came up to Jerusalem, and asked the 
rulers of the Jews, by whose grant it was that 
they built the temple in this manner, since it 
w as more like to a citadel than a temple P and 
for what reason it was that they built cloisters 
and walls^ and those strong ones too, about 
the city f To which Zorobabel and Joshua 
tlie high-pricst replied, that they were the ser- 
vants of God Almighty : that this temple was 
built for him by a king of theirs that lived 
in great prosperity, and one that exceeded all 
men in virtue ; and that it continued a long 
time, but that because of their fatlicrs* im- 
piety towards God, Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
the Babylonians and of the Cljaideans, took 
tlieir city by force, and destroyed it> and pil- 
laged the temple, and burnt it down, and 
transplanted the people whom he had made 
captives, and removed them to Babylon ; that 
Cyrui^ who, after him, was kin/r of Babylo- 
nia and Persia, wrote to theii t -. build the 
temple, and committed the gifts and vessels, 
and whatsoever Nebuchadne/za- had carried 


out of it, to Zorobabel, and Miihridates the 
treasurer ; and gave order to have them car. 
ried to Jerusalem, and to have them restored 
to their own temple w’hen it was built ; for 
he had sent to them to have it done speedily, 
and commanded Sanabassar to go up to Je- 
rusalem, and to take care of the building of 
the temple ; who, ujion receiving that cpiRtle 
from Cyrus, came and immediately laid its 
foundations and although it liath been 
in building from that time to this, it hath not 
yet been finished, by reason of the malignity 
of our enemies. If therefore you have a 
mind, and think it proper, write this account 
to Darius, that when he hath consulted the 
records of the kings, he may find that w'e 
have told you nothing that is false about this 
matter.” 

5. When Zorobabel and the high -priest 
had made this answer, Sisinnes, and those 
that were with him, did not resolve to hiiuler 
the building, until they had informed king 
Darius uf all this. So they immediately 
wrote to him about these affairs; but as the 
Jews were not# under terror, and afraid lest 
the king should change his resolutions as to 
the building of Jerusalem and of the temple, 
there were two j)rophets at that time amongst 
them, Haggai and Zeclumiih, who encc-ii. 
raged them, and bade them be of good cheer, 
and to suspect no discouragement from the 
Persians, for that God foretold this to them. 
So, in dependence on those prophets, they 
applied themselves earnestly to building, and 
did not intermit one day. 

6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans liad 
written to him, atnl in their epistle had accus- 
ed the Jews how they fortified the city, and 
built the temple more like to a citadel than a 
temple; and said, that their doings were not 
expedient for the king’s affairs; and besides, 
they showed the epistle of Cambyses, where- 
in he forbade them to build the temple : and 
when Darius thereby understood that the rt’- 
storation of Jerusalem was not expedient for 
his affairs, and when he had read the epistle 
that was brought him from Sisinnes and those 
that were with him, he gave order that whsU 
concerned these matters should be sought for 
among the royal records. — Whereupon a book 
was found at Ecbataiia, in the tower that was 
in Media, w'herein was wTitten as follows 

** Cyrus the king, in the first yei|r of his reign, 
commanded that the temple should be built 
in Jerusalem ; and ,the altar in height thr^- 
score cubits, and its breadth of the same, wiW- 
three edifices of polished stone, and one edi- 
fice of stone of their own country ; and be or- 
dained tliat the expenses of it should be pat 
out of the king’s revenue. He 
nianded that the vessels which Nebuchadne 
zar had pillaged [out of the temple], an® | 
carried to Babylon, should be restored o 
people of Jerusalem; and that the 
these tilings should belong to Sanabassar, 
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governor and president of Syria and Phoeni- 
cia, and to his associates, that they may not 
meddle vrith that place, but may permit the 
servants of God, the Jews and their rulers, to 
build the temple. He also ordained that they 
should assist them in the work ; and that they 
should pay to the Jews, out of the tribute of 
the country where they were governors, on 
account of the sacrifices, bulls, and rams, and 
lambs, and kids of the goats, and fine flour, 
and oil, and wine, and all other things that 
the priests should suggest to them ; and that 
they should pray for the preservation of the 
king, and of the Persians : and that for such 
as transgressed any of these orders tlius sent 
to them, he commanded that they should be 
caught, and hung upon a cross, and their sub- 
stance confiscated to the king's use. He also 
prayed to God against tlieiii, that if any one 
attempted to hinder the building of the tem- 
ple, God would strike him dead, and thereby 
restrain his wickedness.” 

7. When Darius had found this book 
among the records of Cyrus, he wrote an an- 
swer to Sisinnes and his associates, whose con- 
tents were these “ King Darius to Sisinnes 
the governor, and to Sathrabuzanos, sendeth 
greeting. Having found a copy of this epistle 
among the records of Cyrus, I have sent it 
to you; and I \>ill fliat all things be done as 
thoiein written.-— Farewell.” So when Si- 
biiiiies, and those that were witii him, un- 
derstood the intention of the king, they re- 
solved to follow his directions entirely for the 
time to come. So they forwarded the sacred 
works, and assisted the elders of the Jews, and 
the princes of the sanhedrim ; and the struc- 
linc of the temple was with great diligence 
brought to a conclusioii, by the prophecies of 
llciggai ami Zecliari.ah, accciding to God’s 
coiuniands, and by the injunctions of Cyrus 
and Darius the kings. Now the temple was 
built in seven years' tir.ie ; and in the ninth 
year of tlie reign of Darius, on the twenty 
third day of the twelftli niontli, wljich is by us 
called but by the Mneedorians D^strus^ 
the priests and the Levites, and the other multi- 
tude of the Israelites, utlered sacrifices, as the 
renovation of their former pi osperity after their 
captivity, and because they had now the tem- 
ple rebuilt, a hundred hulls, two hundred 
rams, four hundred Jambs, and twelve kids of 
the goats, according to the number of their 
tribes (for so^any are the tribes of the Israel- 

irnd this last for the sms of every tribe, 
^bt' priests also, and the Levites, set the por- 
lU* ^‘'cry gate according to the laws of 
lose: The Jews also built the cloisters of 

^ c inner temple that were round about tJje 
^^ple itself. 

And as the feast of unleavened bread 
ftsat hand, in the first month, which, accord- 
g to the Macedonians, is called Saniliicu$, 
to us Nisari, all the people ran 
S er out of the villages to tlie city, ond 
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celebrated th festival, having purified them* 
selves, with their wives and children, accord- 
ing to the law of their country ; and they of- 
fered the sacrifice which was called the Pcms- 
over, on the fourteenth day of the same month, 
and feasted seven days, and spared for no cost, 
but offered whole burnt-offerings to God, and 
performed sacrifices of thanksgiving, because 
God had led them again to the land of tlieir 
fathers, and to the laws thereto belonging, and 
had rendered the mind of the king of Persia 
favourable to them. So these men offered 
the largest sacrifices on these accounts, and 
iit.od great magnificence in the worship of 
God, and dwelt in Jerusalem, and made use 
of a form of government that was aristocrati- 
cal, but mixed with an oligarchy, for the high- 
priests were at the head of their affairs, until 
the posterity of the Asamoneans set up king- 
ly government ; for before their captivity, and 
the di.ssolution of their polity, they at first 
had kingly government from Saul and David 
for five hundred and thirty-two years, six 
months, and ten days : but before those kings, 
such rulers governed them as were called 
j Judges and iVlonurchs. Under this form of 
; government, they continued for more than 
I five Imndred years, after the death of Moses, 
and of Joshua their commander.— And this h 
the account I bad to give of tliu Jews who 
had been carried into captivity, but were de* 
livered from it in the times of Cyrus ami Da- 

9. * But tlic Samaritans, being evil and cn- 
^'iously disposed to the Jews, w'rought them 
nany mischiefs, by reliance on tlieir riches, 
and by their pretence that they were allied to 
the Persians, on account that thence they 
came ; and whatsoever it was that they were 
enjoined to pay th« Jews by the king’s order 
out of their tributes for the sacrifices, they 
would not pay it. They had also the gover- 
nors favourable (o them, and assisting tliem 
for that purpose ; nor did lliey spare to hurt 
them, either by themselves or by others, as 
far as they were able. So the Jews deter- 
mined to send an embassage to king Darius, 
in favour of the people of Jerusalem, and io 
order to .iccuse the ^marituns. Tbc ambas 
sadors were Zorobabel, and four others of the 
rulers ; and as soon as the king knew from 
the ambassadors the accusations ami cem- 
plaints tiiey brought against the Samaritans, 
he gave them an epistle to be carried to Uie 
governors and council of Samaria ; the con- 
tents of which epistle were these : ** King 
Darius to Tanganas and Sambabas, tlie go- 
vernors of the Samaritans ; to Sudraces and 
Bobelo, and the rest of their fellow-servants 
that are in Samaria : Zorobabel, Ananias, 
and Mordecai, the ambassadors of the Jews, 
complain of you, that you obstruct them in 
the building of Uie temple, and do not sup- 

• The history contamoil in this sccunn u entirely 
wantiiy; in all oitr cutties* both of Ezra and Ksdras. 
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ply them Avith tlie expenses which I command- 
ed you to do for the offering of their sacri- 
fices, My W'ill therefore is tins : That upon 
the reading of this epistle, you supply them 
with whatsoever they want for their sacrifices, 
and that out of the royal treasury, of the tri-| 
butes of Samaria, as the priest shall desire, ! 
that they may not leave of! their offering daily j 
sacrifices, nor praying to God for me and the| 
Persians and these were the contents of, 
that epistle. | 


CHAPTER V I 

HOW XERXES, THE SON OF DARIUS, WAS WELL- j 
DISPOSED TO THE JEWS J AS ALSO CONCERN- 
ING ESDRAS AND NEHEMIAH. 

§ 1. Upon the death of Darius, Xerxes his 
son took the kingdom ; who, as he inherited ' 
his father's kingdom, so did he inherit his ' 
piety towards God, and honour of him ; for. 
he did all things suitably to his fatlicr relaU j 
ing to divine worslnp, and he was exceeding j 
friendly to the Jews. Now about this time a | 
son of Jeshua, whose name was Joacim, was 
the high-priest. Moreover, there was now in 
Babylon a righteous man, and one that en- 
joyed a great reputation among the multitude; 
he was the principal priest of the people, and 
his name was Esdras. He was very skilful 
in the laws of Moses, and was well acquaint- 
ed with king Xerxes. He had determined to 
go up to Jerusalem, and to take with liiin 
some of those Jews that were in Babylon; aii4 
he desired that the king would give him an 
epistle to the governors of Syria, by which 
they might know who he was. Accordingly, 
the king wrote tlie following epistle to those! 
governors: — Xerxes, king of kings, to Es- 
dras the priest, and reader of the divine law, 
greeting. 1 think it agreeable to Uiat love 
which I bear to mankind, to permit those of 
the Jewish nation who are so disposed, as well 
ns those of the priests and Levites that are in 


take the expenses out of the king's treasury. 
I have moreover written to the treasurers oi 
Syria and Phoenicia, that they take care of 
those affairs that Esdras the priest, and readei 
of the laws of God, is sent about ; and that 
I God may not be at all angry with me, or with 
my children, 1 grant all that is necessary for 
sacrifices to God, according to the law, as far 
as a hundred cori of wheat ; and I enjoin you 
not to lay any treacherous imposition, or any 
tributes, upon their priests or Levites, or sa- 
cred singers, or porters, or sacred servants, 
or scribes of the temple ; and do thou, O Es. 
dras, appoint judges according to the wisdom 
[given tliee] of God, and those such as under- 
stand the law, that they may judge in all Sy- 
ria and Phoenicia ; and do thou instruct those 
also which are ignorant of it, that if any one 
of thy countrymen transgress the law of God, 
or that of the king, he may be punished, as 
not transgressing it out of ignorance, but as 
ono that knows it indeed, hut boldly despises 
and contemns it ; and such may be punished 
by death, or by paying fines. Farewell," 

2. When Esdras had received this epistle, 
he was very joyful, and began to worship 
God, and confessed that lie had been tlie cause 
of the king’s groat favour to him, and that 
j for the same reason he gave all the thanks to 
: God, So he read the epistle at Babylon to 
those Jews that were there ; but he kept the 
epistle itself, and sent a copy of it to all those 
of his own nation that were in Media; and 
when these Jews had understood what piety 
the king had towards God, and what kindness 
he had for Esdras, they were all greatly pl(?as- 
ed; nay, many <d’ them took their effects with 
them, and came to Babylon, as very desirous 
of going down to Jerusalem ; but then the 
entire body of the people of Israel reinaincd 
iin iJiat country; wherefore there arc but two 
I trilies in Asia and Europe subject to the Ro- 
I mans, while the ten tribes are beyond Kii- 
phrates till now, and are an immense multi 
i tude, and not to be estimated by numhers. 
Now there came a great number of priests, 
and Levites, and j>orters, and sacred singers, 


our kingdom, to go together to Jerusalem, and sacred servants, to Esdras. So he gi‘- 


Accordingly, I have given command fur that thered those that were in the captivity toge- 
purposc; and let every one that hath a mind thcr beyond Euphrates, and staid there lime 
go, according as it hath seemed good to me, days, and ordained a fast for them, (hat they 
and to my seven counsellors, and this in or- might make their prayers to God for their 


der to their review of the affairs of Judea, to preservation, tliat they might suffer no niis- 
see whether they be agreeable to the law of fortunes by the way, either irdtn their cnc- 
God, Let them also lake with them those ; mies, or from any other ill accident; for 
presents which 1 and my friend.s have vowed, j dras had said beforehand, that he had told 1 it 
with all that silver and gold which is found in king liow God would preserve them, and so 
the country of the Babylonians, as dedicated to he had not thought fit to request that he wou 
God, and let all this be carried to Jerusalem, send horsemen to conduct them. So w len 
to God for sacrifices. Let it also he lawful tliey had finished their prayers, they 
for thee and tliy brethren to m.ike a-, many from Euphrates, on tlie twelfth . * 

vessels of silver and gold ihou ploasest. first iiumlh of the seventh year of the 
Thou shalt alio dedicate holy vessels of Xerxes, and they came to JerusalenJ 

which have been given thee, and as many the fifth month of the same year. 
more as Uiou b-wt a mind to Make, and shalt ! dras presented llic sacred money to the 
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surers, who were of the family of the priests, 
of silver six hundred and fifty talents, ves- 
sels of silver one hundred talents, vessels of 
gold twenty talents, vessels of brass, that 
was more precious than gold,* twelve talents 
by weight ; for these presents had been made 
by the king and his counsellors, and by all 
the Israelites that staid at Babylon. So when I 
Esdras bad delivered these things to the | 
priests, he gave to God, as the appointed sa- 
crifices of whole burnt-offerings, twelve bulls 
on account of the common preservation of the 
people, ninety rams, seventy-two lambs, and 
twelve kids of the goats, for the remission of 
sins. He also delivered the king’s epistle 
ro tlie king’s officers, and to the governors of 
Celesyria and Phoenicia; and as they were 
under the necessity of doing what was en- 
joined by him, they honoured our nation, 
and were assistant to them in all their neces- 
sities. 

3. Now these tilings were truly done iin- 
ilcr the conduct of Esdras ; and he succeeded 
in them, because God esteemed him w’orthy 
of the success of his conduct, on account of 
liis goodness and righteousness. But some 
lime afterward there came some persons to 
him, and brought an accusation against cer- 
tain of the multitude, and of the priests and 
Levites, who had transgressed their settlement, 
and dissolved the laws of their country, by 
marrying strange wives, and had brought the 
family of the priests Into confusion. These 
jicrsons desired him to support the law's, lest 
God should take up a general anger against 
ihem all, and reduce thorn to a calamitous 
.ondition again. Hereupon he rent his gar- 
nent immediately, ont of grief, and pulled oft' 
llio hair of his liead and bearil, and cast him- 
self upon the ground, because this crime bad 
reached the principal men among the people ; 
.'ind considering that if he should enjoin them 
to cast out their wives, and the children they 
had h; them, he should not t * hearkened to, 
he ntinued lying upon the ground. Ho 
ever, all ilie better sort came running to him, 
who also themselves w'cjit, and part<»ok of the 
grief he was under for what liad been done. 
So K.idras rose up from the ground, and 
stretched out his hands towards Heaven, and 
said that he was ashamed to look towards it, 
hecause of the sins which the people hadcom- 
•nitted while they bad cast out of their memo- 


deserved death, yet, was it agreeable to the 
mercy of God, to remit even to these tlu pii- 
nishrnent due to them. 

4. After Esdras had said this, he left off 
praying; and when all those that came to him 
with their wives and children were under la- 
mentation, one, whose name w'as Jechonias, 
a principal man in Jerusalem, came to him, 
and said, that they had sinned in marrying 
strange w'ivcs ; and he persuaded him to ad- 
jure them all to cast those wives out, and the 
children born of them ; and that those should 
be punished who would not obey the law. So 
Esdras hearkened to tills advice, and made 
the heads of the priests, and of the Levites, 
and of the Israelites, swear that they would 
put away those wives and children, according 
to the advice of Jechonias ; and w'hcn he had 
received their oaths, he went in haste out of 
the temple into the chamber of Juhanan, the 
son of Eliasih, and as he had hitherto tasted 
nothing at all for grief, so he abode there that 
day; and when proclamation was made, that 
all those of the captivity should gather them- 
j selves together to Jerusalem, and those that 
lid not meet there in two or three days should 
be banished from the multitude, and that their 
substance should bo appropriated to the uses 
of the temple, according to the sentence of 
the elders, those that w ere of the tribes of Ju- 
dah and Benjamin came together in three 
days, viz, on the twentieth day of the ninti« 
month, which, according to the Hebrews, is 
called Tebethi and according to the Macedo- 
nians, Aj)elleim> Now',‘ as they were sitting 
in the upper room of the temple, w'herc the 
elders also were present, hut Avere uneasy be- 
cause of the cold, Esdras stood up and ac- 
cused them, and told them that they had sin- 
ned in marrying wives that were not of their 
lown nation; but that now they would do a 
•thing both pleasing to God and advantageous 
to themselves, if they w’onld put those wives 
aw’ay. Accordingly, they all cried out that 
they would do so. That, however, the mul- 
titude was gretit, and that the season of the 
year was winter, and that this work would re- 
quire more than one or two days. ** Lei 
their rulers, therefore [said they], and those 
that have married strange wives, come hither 
at a proper time, while the elders of every 
place, that are in common, to estimate the 
luimher of those that have thus married, are 


fies wljat theif fathers had undergone on ac- 
count of their wickedness; and he besought j 
yd, who had saved a secil and a remnant out | 
^ the calamity and captivity they had been in, j 
restored them again to Jerusalem, I 
to their own land, and had obliged the ' 
‘og ol Persia to have compassion on them, 
tl^^ "^tild also forgive them their sins 
had now committed, which, though they , 

hraj or takes notice iierc, tlrat this kind of 

’■“ther mixture of gold and brass or' 

estwmed^tll ^ 


most precious of all metaU 


to be there also,** Accordingly, this w’as re- 
solved on by them ; and they began the in- 
quiry after those that had married strange 
wives on the first day of the tenth month, and 
continued the inquiry to the first day of the 
next month, and found a great many of the 
posterity of Jeshua the high-priest, and of the 
priests and Levites, and Israelites, who had a 
greater regard to tlic observation of the law 
than to their natural afl'ectit)n,* ond iinmedi- 

• ThU procedure of M<dr;i£, and of llie best part of the 
Jewuli nation, after tlicir return tYoin the ftnbyloniah 
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atcly cast out their wives, and the children 
which were born of them; and in order to 
appease God, they offered sacrifices, and slew 
rams, as oblations to him ; but it does not 
seem to me to be necessary to set down the 
names of these men. So when Esdras had 
reformed this sin about tlie marriages of the 
forementioned persons, he reduced that prac- 
tice to purity, so that it continued in that 
state for the time to come. 

5. Now when they kept tlie feast of ta- 
bernacles in the seventh month,* and almost 
all the people were come together to it, they 
went up to the open part of the temple, to 
.the gate whicli looked eastward, and desired 
of Esdras that the laivs of Moses might be 
read to them. Accordingly, he stood in the 
midst of the multitude and read them ; and 
this he did from morning to noon. Now, by 
hearing the laws read to them, they were in- 
structed to be righteous men for the present 
and for the future ; but as for their past of- 
fences, they were displeased at themselves and 
proceeded to shed tears on their account, as 
considering with themselves, that if they had 
kept the law, they had endured none of these 
miseries which they had experienced ; but 
when Esdras saw them in that disposition, he 
bade them go home and not weep, for that it 
was a festival, and th;it tiiey ought not to 
weep thereon, for that it was not lawful so to 
do.f He exhorted them rather to proceed 
immediately to feasting, and to do what was 
suitable to a feast, and what was agreeable to 
a day of joy ; but to let their repentance and 
sorrow for their former sins be a security and 
a guard to them, that they fell no more into 
the like offences. So upon Esdras’ exhorta- 
tion they began to feast; and when they had so 
done for eight days, in their tabernacles, they 
departed to their own homes, singing hymns 
to God, and returning thanks to Ksdras for 
his reformation of what corruptions had been 
introduced into their settlement. So it came 
to pass, that after he had obtained this repu- 
tation among the people, he died an old man, 
and was buried in a magnificent manner at 


and his son Eliasib succeeaed in the high- 
priesthood. 

6. Now there was one of those Jews who 
had been carried captive, who was cup-bearer 
to king Xerxes; his name was Nehetniah. 
As this man was walking before Susa, the 
metropolis of the Persians, he heard some 
strangers that were entering the city, after a 
long journey, speaking to one another in the 
Hebrew tongue ; so he went to them and ask- 
ed from whence they came ; and when tlieir 
answer was, that they came from Judea, he 
began to inquire of tlicm again in what state 
the multitude was, and in what condition Je- 
rusalem was : and when they replied that they 
were in a bad state, ^ for that their walls were 
thrown down to the ground, and that the 
neighbouring nations did a great deal of mis- 
chief to the Jews, while in the day-time they 
over-ran the country and pillaged it, and in 
the night did them mischief, insomuch that 
not a few were led away captive out of the 
country, and out of Jerusalem itself, and that 
the roads were in the day-time found full oi 
dead men. Hereupon Nehetniah shed tears, 
out of commiseration of the calamities of hi^i 
countrymen; and, looking up to Heaven, ho 
said, “ How long, O Lord, wilt thou overlook 
our nation, while it suffers so great miseries, 
and while we are made the prey and the spoil 
■f all men And while ho staid at the gate 
and lamented thus, one told him that thekiu^' 
was going to sit down to supper j so he mad^ 
haste, and went as he was, without washing 
himself, to minister to the king in his office ot 
cup-bearer : but as the king was very plea- 
sant after supper, and more cheerful tiian 
usual, nr cast his eyes on Nehemiah, and see- 
ing iiiin look sad, he asked him why be was 
sad. Whereupon he prayeil to God to give 
him favour, and afford him the power of per- 
suading by his words ; and said, “ How can 
I, O king, appear otherwise than thus, and 
not be in trouble, while I hear that the walls 
of Jerusalem, the city vvherO'are the sepul- 
chres of my fathers, arc thrown dowm to the 
ground, and that its gates are consumed by 


Jerusalem. About the same time it happen- 
ed also that Joacim, the high-priest, died ; 

captivity, of reducing the Jewish tnarriages, once for all, 
to the strictness of the law of Moses, without any regard 
to the greatness of Wiose who had broken it, and with- 
out regard to tiiat natural a£i(Ex;tion or coni|)assion for 
their heathen wives, .ind their chiUlreii by them, which 
made it so hard for Esdras to correct it, deserves greatly 
to he observed and imitated in all attempts for reforma- 
tion among Christians, thecontrary oonducthaving ever 
been the bane of true icligion, both among Jews and 
Christians, while |)Olitical views, or human passioni^, or 
prudential motives, are suffered to take place instead of 
the divine laws, and so the blessing of fJcnl is forfeited, 
and the church still suffered to continue corrupt from 
one generation to another. See ch. viii. sect. 2. 

♦ This Jewish feast of faber.jader, was imitated in 
several heathen solemnitie; as Sjujiheim here observes 
and proves. He also farther olwmj s presently, what 
great regard many heathens 1.;.: .),c monuments of 

their forefathers, as Nehemiah baa .e, i,t;ct 6. 
f This rule of Esdras, not to iast on a festival day, is 
in Ifii^ Apostolicul Constitutions, (b. v), as ob- 
taining »iMmg Oirutaa&i also. 


fire ? But do thou grant me the favour to 
go and build its wall, and to finish the biiilii* 
ing of the temple,” Accordingly the king 
gave him a signal, that he freely granted him 
what he asked ; and told him, that he should 
carry an epistle to tlio governors, that they 
might pay him due honour, artd afford luia 
whatsoever assistance he wanted, and as ^ 
pleased. ** Leave off thy sorrow then,” saf 
the king, “ and he cheerful in tlie performance 
of thy office hereafter.” So Nehemiah wor- 
shipped God, and gave the king thanks for ni» 

$ This miserable condltiun of the Jews, and tjwjj 
capital, must have been after the death of his 

former governor, and before Nehemiah came w ” 
commission to build the walls of u,,, since 

at all disagreeable to those histmlM in '^JJJvo/till tb* 
Esdras came on the seventh, and Nehemiah " ^ 

wMity-ftfth of Xerxes, at the interval of eighteen yt* 
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promise, and cleared up his sad and cloudy 
countenance, by the pleasure he had from the 
king's promises. Accordingly, the king call- 
ed for hiir the next day, and gave him an 
epistle to be carried to Adeus, the governor 
of Syria, and Phoenicia, and Samaria ; where- 
in he sent to him to pay due honour to Ne.> 
hemiah, and to supply him with what he want- 
ed for his building. 

7. Now when he was come to Babylon, 
and had taken with him many of his country- 
men, who voluntarily followed him, he came 
to Jerusalem in the twenty and fifth year of 
the reign of Xerxes ; and wfien he had shown 
the epistles to God,* he gave them to Adeus, 
and to the other governors. He also called 
together all the people to Jerusalem, and stood 
in the midst of the temple, and made the fol- 
lowing speech to them : — “ You know, O 
Jews, that God hatli kept our fathers, Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, in mind continually ; 
and for the sake of their righteousness hath 
not left oil’ the care of you. Indeed, he hath 
assisted me in gaining this authority of the 
king to raise up our wall, and finish what is 
wanting of tlie temple. I desire you, there- 
fore, who well know the ill-will our neigh- 
bouring nations bear to us, and that when 
ence they are made sensible that we are in ear- 
nest about building, they will come upon us, 
and contrive many ways of obstructing our 
works, that you will, in the first place, put 
your trust in God, as in him that will assist 
us against their hatred, and to intermit build- 
ing neither night nor day, hut to use all dili- 
lienee, and to hasten on the work, now we 
liave this especial opportunity foi it.” When 
lie had said this, he ; .ive order tliat the rulers 
should measure tlu wall, and part the work 
of it among the people, according to their vil- 
lages and cities, as every one’s ability should 
riqiiire. And when lie bad added ibis pro- 
mise, tliat be himself, with his servants, would 
assist them, lie jjissolved (Ik assembly. So 
the Jews prepared for tlic work : that is the 
name they are called by from the day that 
hiey came uji from Babylon, which is taken 
hoin the tribe of Judah, which came lirsi to 
these places, and thence both they and tlie 
country gained that appellation. 

Blit now when the Ammonites, and Moab- 


kill him. They also put the Jews in fear, 
and disturbed them, and spread abroad ru- 
mours, as if many nations were ready to make 
an expedition against them, by which means 
they were harassed, and had almost left oil 
the building. But none of these things could 
deter Nehemiah from being diligent about 
the work ; he only set a number of men about 
him as a guard to his body, and so unwea- 
riedly persevered therein, and w'as insensible 
of any trouble, out of his desire to perfect 
this work. And thus did he attentively, and 
with great forecast, take care of bis own safe- 
ty ; not that he feared death, but of this per- 
suasion, that if he were dead, the walls, for 
his citizens, would never be raised. He also 
gave orders tliat the builders should keep their 
ranks, and have tlieir armour on wliile they 
were building. Accordingly, the mason had 
his sword on, as well as he that brought the 
materials for building. He also appointed that 
their shields should lie very near them ; and 
he placed trumpeters at every five hundred 
feet, and charged them, that if their enemies 
j appeared, they should give notice of it to the 
people, that they might fight in their armour, 
lui their enemies might not fall upon them 
naked. He also went about the compass of 
he city by night, being never discouraged, 
neither about the work itself, nor about bis 
own diet and sleep, for he made no use of 
those things for his pleasure, but out of ne- 
cessity. And ibis trouble bo underwent for 
two years and four months for in so long 
a time was the wall built, in the twenty- 
eighth year of the reign of Xerxes, in the 
iiintli month. Now when the walls were 
finished, Neheiniali and the multitude offered 
sacrifices to God tor the building of them; 
and they continued in feasting eight days. 
However, when the nations which dwelt in 
Syria heard that the building of the wall was 
finished, they had indignation at it ; but when 
Nehemiah saw that the city was thin of peo- 
ple, he exhorted the priests and the Levites, 
that they would leave the country, and remove 
themselves to the city, and there continue; 
and he built them bouses at bis own expenses; 
and he commanded that part of tlie people 
who were employed in cultivating tlie land, 
to bring the tithes of their fruits to Jerusa- 


'tes, and Samaritans, and all that iniiahited Ce- 
'esyria, heard that the building went on apace, 
'hoy took it heinously, and proceeded to lay 
"Hares for them, and to hinder their iiitcn- 
tions 'I'hey also slew many of the Jew's, and 
SHught how they might destroy Nehemiah 
Hmself, by hiring some of the foreigners to 

ins tElf showing king Xerxes’ epistles to God, or Uy- 
G<k 1 in the temple, is very like the 
Heypifiu of Sennacherib ))cf« ire him also 

Uii« la^t xix, 14 ; Isa. xxxvii, i 4) j aithouch 

iff ^ '“cmorial, to put him in niiiul of the 
'he ntespiu move the divino etiTniiassion, and 

'wclvo,i u * *^”ken of gratitude fonncrcies already 
’ “ Mavercamp well observe- on this pUca 


i It may not be very improper to remark here, with 
what an unusual accuracy Josephus determines these 
years of .Xerxes, in which the walls of Jerusalem were 
built, viz. tliat Nehemiah came with this commission in 
the 2oth of Xerxes ; that the walls were two years and four 
inontlis in building ; and that they were finished on the 
2hth of Xerxes, sect. 7, 8. It may also be remarked 
farther, that Josephus hardly ever mentions more than 
one infallible astronomical character, I mean an ccliiwe 
of tlie moon, and this a little before the death of Herod 
the (Jrcat, Ant up b. xvii, ch. vi, sect, 4. Now on these 
two chronological characters in great mca.su re dewnd 
some of the most imiiortant jHilnts belonging to Cnrls- 
tianity, via, the explication of Daniel's seventy weeks, 
and the duration of ovir Saviour’s ministry, and th« 
time of his death, in correspondence to these seventy 
weeks. Sec Uic Suppleuicnt to the Lit. Accom|v, of 
Pro()h.p. 7». IT 
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lorn, Ihdt the j riests and Levites having 
whereof they might live perpetually, might 
not leave the divine worship ; who w'illingly 
hearkened to the constitutions of Neiieiniah, 
by which means the city Jerusalem came to 
be fuller of people thaii it was before. So 
when Nehemiah had done many other excel- 
lent things, and things wortiiy of commenda- 
tion; in a glorious manner, he came to a great 
age, and tiien died. He was a man of a 
good and a righteous disposition, ami very 
ambitious to make his own nation happy ; 
and he hath left the walls of Jerusalem as an 
eternal monument for himself. Now this 
was done in the days of Xerxes. 


CHAPTER VI. j 

CONCKIINING ESTHKIl, AND MORDECAI, AND 
HAMAN ; AND HOW, [N THE KKIGN OF AR- ' 
TAXFRXKS, THK WllOLF N ATION OF THE | 
JEWS WAS IN DANtiKR OF PFUISHING. 

§ 1. After the death of Xerxes, ilie king- 
dom came lo bo transferred to his son Cyrus, 
whom the Greeks called Artaxerxes. When 
this man had obtained the government over 
the Persians, the whole nation of the Jews,* 
with their wives and cliildren, were iii danger 
jf perishing ; the occasion whereof we shall 
declare in a little time ; for it is projicr, in 
the first place, to explain somewhat relating 
to this king, and how he came to marry a 
"fewish wife, who was herself of tlie royal fa- 
mily also, a!)d who is related to have saved 
our nation ; for when Artaxerxes had taken j 
the kingdom, and luid set governors over tl 
hundred twenty and seven provinces, from 
India even unto Ethiopia, in the third year i 


of his reign, he made a costly feast for his 
friends, and for the nations of I’ersia, and for 
their governors, such a one as was proper for 
a king to make, wiien he had a mind to make 
a public demonstration of his riches, and this 
for a hundred and fourscore days ; after 
which he made a feast for other nations, and 
for their ambassadors, at Shushan, for seven 
days. Now this feast was ordered after the 
manner following : — He caused a tent lo be 
pitched, which was supported by pillars ('f 
gold and silver, with curtains of linen and 
purple spread over them, that it might affoid 
room for many ten thousands to sit down. 
The cups with wliich the waiters ministered 
were of gold, and adorned with precious 
stones, for pKnsiirc and for sight. He also 
gave order to tlie servants, that they should 
not ftmc thi'Ui to drink, by bringing them 
wine continually, as is the practice of tlie 
Persians, but to permit every one of the 
guests to enjoy himself accortling to his oun 
inclination. Moreover, he sent messengers 
through the country, and gave order that 
they should have a remission of ihcir labours, 
and should keep a festival ma ty davs, on ae- 
count of his kingdom. In like matuief did 
Vashti the qneeti gi’her her guests ♦ogetlier 
and made them a feast lit the palace. No\^ 
the king vva desiiH'Us to show her, who ex- 
ceeded all other women in beauty, to ihosi 
that feasted with fu’m, and he sent some to 
command her to come to his feast. Rut she 
out of regard to the laws of the Persians, 
which forbiil the wives to be seen by stran- 
gers, dill not go to the king ;j- aitd though ho 
oftentimes sent the euuuclis to her, she did 
nevertheless stay away, atid refuseil to come, 
till the king was so mucli irritated, that 
brake up the entertainment, and rose up, ami 
called for those seven wijo had tiie interj):v- 
tatioii of the laws committed to them, and 


♦ .Since some f, ceil'. U’al ynnHons :'i( williaj; to discaai 
this book of FNther as rm true l.etery (anil even om 
learned and jiulicious Dr. Wall, in ins latir 
Critical NoIls upon .'ll! tlic other llubvvw Ixwks of Uw 
Old Tcstaincnt, gives n> none upon the Canliclts, or 
upon Esther, and seems thereby to give up this hook, 
AS well as he givers up (ho < 'aiitii'les, .is intlefensihlei, I 
shall venture t»isay, tfint almost all the object ton-, against 
this Iwok ' f E- thcr are • ; ne at (mec, if, as we eertainly | 
ought to (lo, ana us Iti an IMideanx has justly done, we ' 
place this history under Artax' rxes Congimanus, as do 
both the Septuagiut inlcrpr' ters ami Josi plms. The 
learned Dr. I.ee, in his posit; Diss- riation on the 

Second hook of EMhas, page x.>, als:» s.«\s, that “ the 
truth of this history is domoriatruted by the feast «»f 
Purini, kept up from that lime to this scry day: and 
thn surprising providential revolution in favour of a 
captive people, thereby ecjnstantly commemorated, 
standeth even upon a Krrner basis than that there ever 
was such a man asking Alixarider [the fireat] In the 
world, of whose rci.’ii there is no «nrh abiding monu- 
ment at this day to tie foimd anywhere. Nor will they, 

7 dare say, who quarrel at this of any other of the sacred 
histories, find it a very ea-sy matter to reconcile the dif- 
ferent accounts which were giMsi hy historians of the 
affairs of this king, or to ti*in any one fact of his 
whatever with the same e\ i i-’occ whuih is here given 
for the principal ta(?t. in the .■ ■* . x k. or evi’n o 

tnueli as to prove the existc ihtsoii. of 

wl^in so great things arc relati i, out .irion granting 
this book of Esther, or sixth of Esin (;« It is placcKl 
in some of th<j fftutH aneictit f»>p)cs ti e Vulgate) t<) Iks 
a auist true aud certain hi t'-v.” • 


I accused his wife, atnl said, that ho had bt^’d 
udVonted by her, because that wlieu she 
fretjueiilly called by biin lu his feast, she da 
not obey him once. lie tlierefort) gave order 
tliat they shoulfl inform him what could be 
done by the law against her. So one of 
I them, wliose name was Memucaii, said that 
j this allVont was ollered not lo biin alotic, but 
i to all the Persians, wdio were in danger of 
leading their lives very ill with their wives, i 

1 If the Chaldee paraphrast be in the right, dial 
taxerxes inteiulcd to show Vashti to his gues:s naK ' 
isno(vonder at all tli.at she would not *‘d)nnt u 
an indignity; hut still if it were not so gross as rtt‘«i. ^ 
it might, in the king’s cups, he done m a way m 
cent, .IS the I’ersian laws would not then [aar, » 
than the common laws of modesty. V;' oihi i* 

had some such design, seems not i.i hf rio 

wi.se the principal of these royal n^.aiity, 

.strangers to the queen, unappnscdot pj-ovi- 

:^o far an decency admitted. "iuction 

dcncc was now paving the way for the ‘ I, ring 

a Jewess into the kii»;;’s which die 

about one of the most woinlci iui dclivewnces 
Jewish or any nation ever had, we n^^ ^ iu 

soliciuiua about the motives by which the King 
duced to divo e Vashti. and marry Esuiw 
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they must be thus despised by them; for that and the principal men of the nations, fora 


none of their wives would have any reve- 
rence for their husbands, if they bad ** such 
an example of arrogance in the queen to- 
wards thee, who rulcst over all.** Accord- 
ingly, he exhorted him to punish her, who 
had been guilty of so great an aflront to him, 
after a severe manner ; and when he had so 
(lone, to publish to the nations what had been 
decreed about the queen. So the resolution 
was to put Vashti away, and to give her dig- 
nity to another woman. 

2. But the king having been fond of her, 
lie did not well bear a separation, and yet by 
the law he could not admit of a reconciliation, 
so he was under trouble, us not having it in 
his pow'er to do what he desired to do: but 
when his friends saw him so uneasy, they ad- 
id him to cast the inomory of his wife, and 
his love for her, out of his mind, but to send 
abroad over all the habitable earth, and to 
search out for comely virgins, and to take her 
whom he should best like for his wife, because 
his passion for his former wife would be 
<|uenched by the introduction of another, and 
the kindness he had for Vashti would be with- 
drawn from her, and be placed on her that was I 
w ith him. Accordingly, he was persuaded to ' 
follow this atKlcc, an<jl gave order to certain 
persons to choose out of the virgins that vvere 
in his kingdom those that were esteemed the 
most comely. So when a groat number of 
these virgins were gathered together, tliere 
was found a damsel in Babylon, whose parents 
were both dead, and she was brought up with 
her uncle Mordecai, for that was her uncle’s 
name. This unch was of the tribe of Ben- 


whole month, on account of this his marriage. 
Accordingly, Esther came to his royal palace, 
and he set a diadem on her head ; and thus 
was Esther married, without making known 
to the king what nation she was derived from. 
Her uncle also removed from Babylon to 
Shushan, and dwelt there, being every day 
about the palace, and inquiring how’ the 
damsel did, for lie loved her as though she 
had been his own daughter. 

3. Now the king had made a law,* that 
none of his own people should approach him 
unless they were called, when he sat upon his 
throne ; and men, with axes in their hands, 
stood round about his throne, in order to pu- 
nish such as appruaelied to him without being 
called. However, the king sat with a golden 
; sceptre in his hand, which he held out wlien 
lie had a mind to save any one of those that 
approached to him witliout being called ; and 
he who touched it was free from danger. 
But of this matter we have discoursed suffi- 
ciently. 

4. Some time after this [two eunuchs], 
Bigthan and Teresh, plotted against the king,* 
land Barnabazus, the servant of one of the 
I eunuchs, being by birth a Jew, was acquaint- 
jed with their conspiracy, and discovered it to 
; the queen's uncle ; and Mordecai, I)y means oi 
; Esther, made the conspirators known to the 
king. This troubled the king ; but he disco- 
vered the trijtn, and hanged the eunuchs up- 
on a cross, wdiile at that time he gave no re- 
I ward to Mordecai, who had been the occasion 
;of his preservation, lie only bade the scribes 
jto set down his name in the records, and bade 


^'imin, and w’as one of ilu< principal persons ; him stay in the palace, as an intimate friend 
among the Jews. Now it proved that this ' of the king. 

damsel, whose name was Esther, was the! 5. Now’ there was one Haman, the son of 
most beautiful of all the rest, and that the i Amedatba, by birth an Amalekite, that used 
grace of her coiinten..iice drew' the eyes of the . to go in to the king; and the foreigners and 
spectators principally upO'i her; so she was ! Tersians worshipped him, as Artaxerxes had 
committed to one of the eunuchs to take the | commanded that such honour should be paid 
care of her ; and she was very eXi.ctly provided , to him ; but Mordecai was so wise, and so ob- 
witli sweet odours, iu great plenty, und with .servant of his own country’s laws, that he 
costly ointments, .such us her body required would not worship the inan.f When Haman 
to be anointed wdchal ; and this was used for observed this, he inquired w iK,>ncc he came ; 


MX months by the virgins, who w’cre in num- and when he understood that he w’us a Jew, 
her four hundred } and when the eunuch he had indignation at him, and said within 
thought the virgins bad been snlHciently puri- 
fied, ill the foreinenlloned time, and were now « Herodotus says tint this law (against any o«e‘a 
fit to go to t^e king’s bed, he .sent one to be eoining uncalled to Uie kings of Persw when they were 
o 1* ” 1 o , 1.1 sitting on their thnnies] w.is first enacted bv Dcioces 

wiui the king every day. bo when he had . n. hv him who first withdrew the Modes from the 
«ccompanicd with hui, lie sent her back to the dominion of the Assyrians, and himself first reigned 
eiiniw.i, . I t f. .1 II .1* over them T. Thus aUo, s.\ys Spauheim, stiKxi guards, 

, » when ksllier had come to him, I axes, about ihc throne of 'I'cnus, or Tenudus, 

he w;is pleased witli her, and fell in love with Uhat the offender might by them be punished immedi- 

hic msiried her, and made heri |^\\’hethcr this adoration required of Mordecai to 
*‘S lawful wife, and kept a w’edding-least for! Haman were by him deemed too like the adoration 

on the twelfth numth of the Hovontli voar as Josephus seems here to think, 

oFh;. . • Ilimnii )I me stvcnui ytari ^ ^ Beptuju.inl internreters also, by theiT 

IS reign, which was called Adar, He also ( translation of Esth. xui, 12, 13, 14, or whether he 
t angori as Hiev are called or measeneers ihoucht he ought to pay no .sort of adoration to w 

unto taiicu, or measengtrs, AmaTekite. which nation had Ix'en such great sinners as 

J , y “abon, and gave orders that they to iwve Uxu universaUy devoted !i» destruction by God 
•• on (i keep a feast f<»r hin marriage, while he ^ i'* J 

'iiinself iront...! .1 o • j u j dier both causes concurred, cannot now, 1 doubt »»*• 

ireateil tlie Persians and the Medes, wrtainlv detcrminetl. 
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himself, that whereas the Persians, who were 
free men, worshipped him, this man, who was 
no better tlian a slave, does not vouchsafe to 
do so. And when he desired to punish Mor> 
decai, he thought it too small a thing to re- 
quest of the king that he alone might be pu- 
nished ; he rather determined to abolish the 
whole nation, for he was naturally an enemy 
to the Jews, because the nation of the Ama* 
lekites, of which he was, had been destroyed 
by them. Accordingly he came to the king, 
and accused them, saying, “ 'I'here is a certain 
wicked nation, and it is dispersed over all the 
habitable earth that was under his dominion ; 
a nation separate from others, unsociable, nei- 
ther admitting the same sort of divine wor- 
ship that others do, nor using laws like to the 
laws of others, at enmity with thy people, and 
with all men, both in their manners and prac- 
tices. Now, if thou wilt be a benefactor to 
thy subjects, thou wilt give order to destroy 
them utterly, and not leave the least remains 
of them, nor preserve any of them, either for 
slaves or for captives.” But that the king 
might not be damnified by the loss of the tri- 
butes which the Jews paid him, Hainan pro- 
mised to give him out of his own estate forty 
thousand talents whensoever he pleased ; and 
he said he would pay this money veiy wil- 
lingly, that the kingdom uiiglil be freed from 
such a misfortune. 

6. When Hainan had made this petition, 
the king both forgave him the money, and 
granted him the men, to do what he would 
with them. So Hamaii, having gained what 
he desired, sent out immediately a decree, as 
from the king, to all nations, the contents 
whereof w ere these ; — ** Artaxerxes, the great 
king, to the rulers of the hundred and twenty- 
seven provinces, from India to F^thiopia, sends 
this writing. W’hereas I have governed many 
nations, and obtained the dominions of ail the 
habitable earth, according to my desire, and 
have not been obliged to do any thing that is 
insolent or cruel to rny subjects by such my 
power, but have showed myself mild and 
gentle, by taking care of their peace and good 
order, and have sought how they might enjoy 
those blessings for all time to come; and 
whereas I have been kindly informed by Ha- 
man, w'ho, on account of his prudence and 
justice, is the first in my esteem, and in dig- 
nity, anrl only second to myself, fiir his fidelity 
and constant good-will to me, that there is an 
ill-naturod nation intermixed with all man- 
kind, that is averse to our laws, and not suf>- 
lect to kings, and of a different conduct of . 
life from others, that hateth monarchy, and of 
a disposition that is pernicious to our afl’airs ; 
I give order that these men, of whom Ha- 
man, our second father, hath informed us, be 
destroyed, wkli their wives and children, and 
that none of them bt spared, and that none j 
prefer pity to tnem before obedience to this ; 
decree : and this I will .0 be executed on the! 


fourteenth day of the tw'elfth month of this 
present year, that so when all that have en- 
mity to us are destroyed, and this in one day, 
we may be allowed to lead the rest of our 
lives in peace hereafter.” Now when this 
decree was brought to the cities, and to the 
country, all were ready for the destruction 
and entire abolishment of the .Jews, against 
the day before-mentioned ; and they were 
very hasty about it at Sliushan, in particular. 
Accordingly, the king and Haman spent their 
time in feasting together with good cheer and 
ivine ; but the city w-as in disorder. 

7. Now when JVIordecai was informed of 
w'hat w'as done, he rent his clothes, and put 
on sackcloth, and sprinkled ashes upon his 
head, and went about the city, crying out, 
that ** a nation that had been injurious to no 
man, was to be destroyed.” And h went on 
saying thus as far as to the king’s paiAce, ami 
there be stood, fitr it was not lawful for him 
to go into it in that habit. The same thing 
was done by all the Jews that were in the 
several cities wherein this decree was publish- 
ed, with lamentation and mourning, on ac- 
count of the calamities denounced against 
them. But as soon as certain persons had 
told the queen that Mordecai stood before the 
court in a mourning habit, she was disturbed 
at this re])ort, .itul sent out such as should 
change his garments; but when he could not 
be induced to put off his sackcloth, because 
the sad occ.asion that forced him to put it on 
was not yet ceased, she called the eunuch 
Acrathetis, for he was then present, and sent 
him to IMordccai, in order to know' of him 
what sad accident had befallen him, for which 
be was in mourning, and would not put off 
the habit he had put on, at her desire. Then 
did Mordecai inform the eunuch of the occa- 
sion of his mourning, and of the di crce whidi 
was sent by the king into all the country, atid 
of the promise of money whereby Hainim 
bought the destruction of their nation. Ib‘ 
also gave him a copy of what was proclaimed 
at Sliiishan, to be carried to Esther; uml he 
charged her to petition the king about tliis 
matter, and not to think it a dishonoura'ile 
thing in her to put on a humble habit, lor 
the safety of her nation, wherein she might 
deprecate the ruin of the Jews, w'ho were in 
danger of it; for tliat Haman, wljose dignity 
was only inferior to that of the king, had ac- 
cused the Jews, aitd had irritated the king a- 
gainst them. When .she was informed f)l this, 
she sent to Mordecai again, and told hitti diat 
she was not called by the king, and that he who 
goes in to him without being called, is 
slain, unless w hen he is willing to save any 
one, he holds out his golden sceptre to l'J«^ 
but that to whomsoever he does so, althoug 1 ' 

JO in without being called, that person i^ * 
-Vom being slain, that he obtains pardon, a ' 
is iutirely preserved, Now when 
carried this message from Esther to Mo • 
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cai, he bade him also tell her that she must 
not only provide for her own preservation, 
but for the common preservation of her na- 
tion, for that if she now neglected this oppor- 
tunity, there would certainly arise help to 
them from God some other way ; but she and 
her father’s house would be destroyed by those 
whom she now despised. But Esther sent 
the very same eunuch back to Mordccai [to 
desire him], to go to Shushan, and to gather 
tlie Jews that were there together to a con- 
gregation, and to fast, and abstain from all 
sorts of food, on her account, and [to let him 
know that] she with her maidens would do 
the same ; and then she promised that she 
would go to the king, though it were against 
the law, and that if she must die for it, she 
would not refuse it. 

8. Accordingly, Mordecai did as Esther 
had enjoined him, and made the people fast; 
and he besought God, together with them, 
not to overlook his nation, particularly at this 
time, when it was going to be destroyed ; but 
that, as he had often before provided for them, 
and forgiven when they had sinned, so he 
would now deliver them from that destruc- 
tion which was denounced against them ; for 
although it was not all the nation that had of* 
fended, yet must they so ingloriously be slain, 
and that he was himself the occasion of the 
wrath of Hainan, “ Because,” said he, “ 1 did 
not worship him, nor could I endure to pay 
tliat honour to him which I used to pay to 
thee, O Lord ; for upon that his anger hath 
ne contrived this present mischief against 
those that have not transgressed thy laws.” 
The same supplications did the multitude put 
np ; and entreated that God w'ould provide 
for their deliverance, and free the Israelites 
that were in ail tlic earth from this calamity 
which was now coming upon them, for they 
had it before their eyes, and expected its coin- 
ing. Accordingly, Esther made supplication 
to God after the manner oi her country, by 
casting herself down upon the eaitli, and put- 
ting on Iier uiourning garments, and bidding 
farewell to meat and drink, and all delicacies, 
for three days’ time ; and she entreated God 
to have mercy upon her, pnd make her words 
appear persuasive to the king, and render her 
cotintciumce more beautiful than it was be- 
lore, that both by her words and beauty she 
'night succee<^, for the averting of tlie king’s 
'“'gcr, in case he were at all irritated against 
and for the consolation of those of her 
own country, now they were in the utmost 
danger of perishing: as also that he would 
^'xcite a hatred in the king against the ene- 
nues of the Jews, and those that had contrived 
^ n-'ir future destruction, if they proved to be 
<-‘onWinned by him. 

f Esther had used Uiis supplication 

I those garments, i 

\ . ^ l^cr habit, and adorned herself as I 
a r^uecn, and took two of her hand- \ 
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maids with her, the one of which supported 
her, as she gently leaned upon her, and the 
other followed after, and lifted up her large 
train (w'hich swept along the ground) with 
the extremities of her fingers : and thus she 
came to the king, having a blushing redness 
in her countenance, with a pleasant agreeable- 
ness in her behaviour, yet did she go in to him 
w ith fear ; and as soon as she was come over- 
against him, as he was sitting on his throne, 
in his royal apparel, which was a garment in- 
terwoven w'ith gold and precious stones, which 
made him seem to her more terrible, especial- 
ly when he looked at her somewhat severely, 
and with a countenance on fire with anger 
her joints failed her immediately, out of the 
dread bhe was in, and she fell down sideways 
in a swoon : but the king changed his mind, 
which happened, as 1 suppose, by the will of 
God, and was concerned for his wife, lest her 
fear should bring some very evil thing upon 
her, and he leaped from his throne, and took 
her in his arms, and recovered her, by em- 
bracing her, and speaking comfortably to her, 
and exhorting her to be of good cheer, and not 
to suspect any thing that was sad on account 
of her coming to him without being called, 
because that law was made for subjects, but 
that she, who was a queen, as well as he a 
king, might be entirely secure : and as he said 
this, he put the sceptre into her hand, and 
laid his rod upon her neck, on account of the 
law ; and so freed her from her fear. And 
after she had recovered herself by these en- 
couragements, she said‘, ** My Lord, it is not 
easy for me, on the sudden, to say what hatii 
happened, for so soon as I saw thee to be 
great, and comely, and terrible, my spirit de- 
parted from me, and I had no soul left in 
me.” And while it was w'ith difliculty, and in 
a low voice, that she could say thus much, 
the king was in great agony and disorder, and 
encouraged Esther to be of good cheer, and 
to expect better forUiAe, since he was ready, 
if occasion should require it, to grant to hei 
tlie half of his kingdom. Accordingly, Es- 
ther desired tliat he and his friend Hamao 
would come to her to a banquet, for she said 
she had prepared a supper for him. He con- 
sented to it ; and w hen they were there, as 
they were drinking, he bade Esther to let him 
know wliat site had desired ; for Uiat she 
should not be disappointed, tliough she should 
desire the half of his kingdom. But she put 
oil' the discovery of her jictition till the next 
day, if he would come ligain, together with 
Hainan, to her banquet. 

10. Now when the king had promised so to 
do, Ilaman went away very glad, because he 
alone had the honour of supping with the king 
at Esther’s banquet, and because no one else 
partook of the same hont»ur with kings bat 
himself ; yet when he saw Mordecai in the 
court, he was very mucli displeased, for he 
paid him no manner of respi'ct when he saw 
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liim. So he went home and called for his hoitchack, with fhe same garment whic’i 
wife Zeresh, and his friends, and when they thou wcarest, and with a gold chain about his 
were come, he showed tl)cm wliat honour he neck, and let one of tliy intimate friends go 
enjoyed, not only from the king, but from the before him, and proclaim through the whole 
queen also, for as he alone had that day sup- j city, that whosoever the king honoureth, oh- 
ped witlj her, together with the king, so was hei taineth this mark of his honour.** I'his w'as 
also invited again for the next day; “ yet,*’ j the advice which Haman gave, out of a suji- 
said he, “am I not pleased to see Mordeeai ! posal tliatsuch reward would come to himself, 
the Jew in the court.” Hereupon his wife! Hereupon the king was pleased with the ad- 
Zeresh advised him to give orfler that a gal-' vice, and said, “ Go thou, therefore, for thou 
lows should be made fifty cubits liigh, and i bast the horse, the garment, and the chain, 
that in the morning he should ask it of the j ask for Mordeeai the Jew, and give him those 
king that Mordeeai might be ha ngcil thereon. | things, ami go before his hor.se and proclaim 
So he commended her advice, and gave order I accordingly ; for thou art,” said he, rny in. 
to his servants to jjrepare the gallows, and toltimate friend, and hast given me good advice j 
place it in the court, for the punishment of; be thou then the minister of what thou hast 
Mordeeai thereon, which was accordingly pre- l advised me to. This shall be his reward from 
pared. Hut God laughed to scorn the wicked ; us, for preserving my life.” When he heard 
expectations of Haman ; and as he knew what; this order, which was entirely unexpected, he 
the event would be, he was delighted at it, for was confounded in his mind, and knew not 
tliat night he took away the king's sleep : and ; what to do. However, he went out and Jed 
as the king was not willing to lose the time of ■ the horse, and took the purple garment, and 
his lying awake, but to spend it in something | the golden chain for the neck, and finding 
that might be of advantage to bis kingdom, ; Mordeeai before the court, clothed in sack- 
he commanded the scribe to bring him the i cloth, he bade him put that garment ofi‘, and 
chronicles of the former kings, and the re- put tlie pur|)Ie garment on; hut Mordeeai 
cords of his own actions; and nheii he had ! not knowing the truth of the matter, bu» 
wrought them, and was reading them, one was [ thinking that it was done in mockery, s.iitl, 
found to have received a comitry on account ;“0 thou w retell, fhe vilest of all mankind, 
of his excellent management on a certain oc- ■ do.st thou thus laugh at our calamities ?” lint 
casiun, and the name of the country was set 'when he was satisfn^d that the king bestowed 
down ; another wa.s found to have had a pre- this honour upon him, for the deliverance lie 
sent made him on account of his fidelity: then . had procured him when he convicted tlie eii- 
Ihe scribe came to Higtlian and Teresh, the : nuchs wlso had conspired against him, he put 
enniichs that had made a conspiracy against Ion (hat purple garment which the king al- 
the king, which Mordeeai had discovered ; and j ways wore, and put the chain about his neck, 
when the scribe said no more hut that, and and got on horseback, and wcnit round the 
ivas going on to another history, (lie king, city, while Hainan went before, and proclaim- 
slopped him, and inquired, “ wliether it was e<l, “ This shall be the reward which the kiii^' 
not added that Mordeeai had a reward given will bestow' on every one whom he loves, and 
him?” and w'hen he said there w’as no such esteems worthy of honour. ” And when t/icy 
addition, he bade him leave off; and he in- had gone round the city, Mordeeai went into 
quired of those that were appointed for (hat the king; but Hainan went home, out of 
purjio.se, what hour of the night it was ; and shame, and informed his wife and friewU of 
when he was informed that it was already day, I what had happened, and this with tears : wlio 
he gave order that, if they found any one of jsaid, that he would never be able t*’ be rc- 
his friends already come, and standing before vcngeil of Mordeeai, for that God was wiib 
the court, tliey should tell him. Now it hap- him. 

pened that Haman was found there, for he 11. Now while these men w'ere thus talk- 
was come sooner than ordinary, to petition ing one to another, Esther’s eunuchs hasten- 
the king to have Mordeeai put to death : and e<l Haman aw'ay to come to supper ; but one 
when the servants said, that Haman was be- of the eiiniich.s named Sabuchadas, saw tlie 
fore the court, lie bade them call him in ; and gallows that was fixed in Haiiu)in*s house, and 
when he was come in, he said, “ Hecause I inquired of one of- his servants for what pm- 
know that thou art my only fast friend, I de- pose they had jirepared it. So he knew that 
sire thee to give me advice how 1 may honour it was for the queen’s uncle, because Hainan 
one that 1 greatly love, and that after a man- was about to petition the king that he niig ^ 
ncT suitable to my magnificence.” Now Ha- be punished ; but at present he held his peace. 

^ man reasoned with himself, that w'hat opinion Now when the king, with Haman, 
he should give it would be for hiiiiHelf, since the banquet, be desireii the queen to te 
it was he alone who was beloved by the king; what gift she desired to obtain, and , 

so be gave that advice which ; rhuught of all her that she should have whatsoever she na 
otliers the best ; for he said, ' • If thou wouldst a mind to. She then lamented the 
truly honour » man whom tin.ii sayest thou her people were in ; and said, that **6ie •* 

dost love, give order he may ride on her nation were given up to be destroyed. 
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that she, on that account, made this her pctU 
tion : that she would not have troubled him 
if lie had only given order that they should 
he sold into bitter servitude, for such a mis- 
fortune would not have been intolerable ; but 
she desired that they might be delivered from 
such destruction.” And wlien the king in- 
quired of her wlio was the author of this mi- 
sery to them, she then openly accused Hatnan, 
and convicted him, that lie h id been the wick- 
ed inslniinent of this, and had formed this plot 
a<Tainst them. When the king was hereupon 
in disorder, and was gone hastily out of the 
banquet into tJie gardens, Hainan began to 
intcrcetle with Esther, and to beseech her to 
forgive him, ns to wliat lie had offended, for 
lie jierceived that he was in a very had case. 
And as he had fallen upon the ipjeen’s bed, 
and was making supplications to her, the 
king id hi pi oked 

at vvhal ho saw, “ () thou wretch,” said he, 
“ tlioii vilest of mankind, dost thou aim to 
force my wile?” And when Hamari was 
■istonished at this, and not able to speak one 
wonl nmre, Sabuchadas the eunuch came in, 
find accused Ilaman, and said, “ He found a 
gallows at his housv', prepared for Mordecai ; 
for that tlie sei ' int told him so much, upon 
his inquiry, when lie was sent to him to call 
him to supper:” he said fartlier, that the gal- 
lows was fifty cuhils higli : whicii, when the 
king heard, he determined that llaman should 
he punished after no other manner tiian that 
which had been devised liy him against Mor- 
flecai ; so he g ive oider Immediately that he 
'.lioiild be hung upon those gallows, and be 
put to dealli after ; at tuauner. And from 
hi nee I caiinut foibear I i admire (lod, and 
to learn hence his wisiiom and his justice, not 
only in pnnisliing the, wickedness of ll.nman, 
tint in so disposing it, that he should undergo 
the very same punishment which he had con- 
irised for another ; as also, because thereby 
1)0 teaches others tliis lesson, that what mis- 
ohiefs any one prepares against another, h 
without knowing of it, tirst contrives it against 
himself. 

rj. Wherefore Hainan, who had iminode- 
rati'ly abused the honour he had from the 
king, was tlestroyed after this manner ; and 
the king granted his estate to iho queen. He 
also called for Mordecai (for Esther had in- 
formed him*tl)at she w'as akin to him}, aoi! 
^ave that ring to Mordecai which he liad hv- 
lore given to Hainan. The queen also g:ive 
Haman’s estate to Mordecai j and prayed the 
king to deliver the nation of the .lews from 
the lear of death, and showed him wdi;it hud 
heiMi written over all the country by Haman 
t'e son of Ammedatha ; for that if her coun- 
ty were destroyed, and her cotiniryiiien were 
to perish, she could not liear to live hervelf 
n\ longer. So the king promised her that 
tHil do any thing that should he dis- 
<h>e to her, nor contradict what she ile- 
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sired ; but he hade her write what she pleased 
: about the Jews, in the king’s name, and seal 
j it with his seal, and send it to all his king- 
I dom, for that those who read epistles whose 
! authority is secured by having the king's seal 
to them, would no way contradict what was 
written therein. So he commanded theking’.s 
scribes to be sent for, and to write to the na- 
tions, on the Jews’ behalf, and to his lieute- 
nants and governors, that were over his hun- 
dred .and twenty-seven provinces, from India 
to Ethiopia. Now' the contents of this epistle 
were these: — “ The great king Artaxerxesto 
our rulers, and those that are our faithful 
subjects, sendeth greeting.* Many men there 
arc who, on account of the gre.'ituess of the be- 
nefits bestowed on them, and because of the ho- 
nour which llicy have obtained from the won- 
derful kind treatment of those that bestowed it, 
are not only injurious to their inferiors, but do 
not scruple to do evil to those that have been 
their benefactors, as if they would take away 
gratitude fr mi among men, and by their inso- 
lent abu'.e of such benefits as they never ex- 
pected, they turn ibc abundance they have 
against those that are the authors of it, and 
suppose that they sliall lie concealed from 
God in that case, and avoid that vengeance 
which conus from him. Some of these men, 
when they have had the management of 
affairs committed to them by their friends 
and bearing private malice of tlieir own a 
gainst some others, by deceiving those thtu 
liave the power, persuade tlu:m to be angry at 
such us have done them no horin, till they are 
in danger of perishing, and this by haying nc- 
cusations and calumnies : nor is this state of 
things to he discovered by ancient examples, 
or such as we have learned by report only, 
but by some examples of such impudent at- 
tempts under our own eyes, so that it is not 
fit to attend any longer to ca’amnies and ac- 
jeusafions, nor to the persuasion of others, but 
to di'lermine what any one knows of himseit 
U) have been really done, and to punish what 
justly dcNcrves it, and to grant favours to sucli 
ns are innocent. This hath been the case of 
Hainan, the son of Ammedatiia, by birth an 
Amalekite, and alien from the blood of the 
Persians, who, wlicui he was hospitably enter- 
tallied by us, and jiartuok of that kindness 
w'liicii we bear to ail men to so great a de- 
gree, as to be called my father, and to lie all 
along worshipped, and ti> iiave honour paid 
him by all in the second rank after the royal 

• The true reason wliy king .\rtaxorxc.v did not here prtv 
[>crly revoke his former baiharous decree' for Iheuniver- 
4.il slaughter of the Jews, but only eini>owpred and cn- 
.mragt’ii the .lews to fight for their lives, and to kill their 
enemies, if iliey attc'inpUHl their destruetion, seems to 
have hei n that old law of ihc Mcnles and l’er?i.ms, not 
yet laid asiUe, that whatever rteoree was signeil both by 
the king and his lords, amid not be ehanged, but re- 
mained uiiuUerabU*, Dan. vi, 7. 1-’. I"*. H*. Ksth. 

1 , 19; atidvili, 8. And llaman having engrossed the 
royal favour, might pcrh.aj»s luive hiiiiM'li' >igncd this 
decree foi Uio .lews' slaughter instiMd nt the nneient 
lords, and so might have rendercal it bv their ml«a irr*» 
i vocal ilu. 
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honour due to ourselves, he could not bear 
his good fortune, nor govern the magnitude 
of* his prosperity with sound reason ; nay, he 
made a conspiracy against me and my life, 
who gave him his autliority, by endeavouring 
to take away Mordecai, my benefactor, and 
my saviour, and by basely and treacherously 
requiring to have Esther, the partner of my 
life, and of niy dominion, brought to destruc- 
tion ; for he contrived by this means to de- 
prive me of my faithful friends, and transfer 
the government to others;* — but since 1 per- 
ceived that these Jews, that were by this per- 
nicious fellow devoted to destruction, were 
not wicked men, but conducted their lives af- 
ter the best manner, and were men dedicated 
to the worship of that God who hath preserv- 
ed the kingdom to me and to my ancestors, 1 
do not only free them from the punishment 
wliich the former epistle, w’hieh was sent by 
Hainan, ordered to be indicted on them, — to 
which if you refuse obedience you shall do 
well ; but 1 will that they have all honour 
paid them. Accordingly, I have hanged up 
the man that contrived such things against 
them, with his family, before the gates of 
Shushan ; that punishment being sent upon 
him by God, who seeth all things. And I 
give you in charge, that you publicly jiropose 
a copy of this epistle through all rny king- 
dom, that the Jews may be permitted peace- 
ably to use their own laws, and that you as- 
sist them, that at the same season whereto 
their miserable estate did belong, they may 
defend themselves the very same day from 
unjust violence, the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, wfiicli is Adar,— for God hath 
made that day a day of salvation, instead of a 
day of destruction to them j and may it be a 
good day to those that wish us well, and a 
memorial of the punishment of the conspira- 
tors against us ; and I will that you take no- 
tice, that every city, and every nation, that 
shall disobey any thing that is contained in 
this epistle, shall he destroyed by fire and 
sword. However, let this epistle be publish- 
ed through all the country that is under our 
)bcdienc€>, and let all the Jews, by all means, 
be ready against the day before mentioned, 
that they may avenge themselves upon their 
enemies.” 

13. Accordingly, the horsemen who carried 


• ThcRc words give an intimation as if Artaxerxe* 
Buspectcii a deqier design in Ilaman than tipenlv a|v 
neared, viz. that knowing the Jews would bti taitliful to 
nmi, and that he could never transfer tlie crown to his, 

own family, who was an Agagite (Kslli. iii, 1, 10\ or of 
Uie posterity of ,\gM, the ohl king of the Ainaickites 
(I Sam, xy, 8, .12, .3.31, while tlu-y were alive, and spread 
over ail hi* doinieions, he therefore einJeavoured to <fe- 
slToy them. Nor is ir to me improbable fhat those se- 
i'Clity-fivc Jhoiisaiul c*i/jht liui.'lrt’i] of the Ji'W.V cnMnicry 
which were socm (lestioyed by tlie b w on the iRrmis- 
»ion of the king, which must be ... • • <■ »;reat occasion, 
were Amalekitet, their old and bt.^,utr>ry enemies 
(Exod xvii, 14 , 13i ; and Uiut thci' by was fulfilled Ba- 
laam’s prophecy^ t ** Amalek was the fir tof the nations; 
but his latter end shall be, tiuit he peiish for ever.’* 
Numb, tuiv to. 
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the epistles, proceeded on tlie ways which 
they were to go with speed ; but as for Mor- 
decai, as soon as he had assumed the royal 
garment, and the crown of gold, and had put 
the chain about his neck, he went forth in a 
public procession ; and when the Jews who 
were at Shushan saw him in so great honour 
with the king, they thought his good fortune 
w as common to themselves also ; and joy and 
a beam of salvation encompassed the Jews, 
both those that were in the cities and those 
that were in the countries, upon the puhlicu 
fion of the king’s letters, insomuch that many 
of o4.her nations circumcised their foreskin 
for fear of the Jews, that they might procure 
safety to themselves thereby ; for on the tliir- 
teenth day of the twelfth month, which, ac- 
cording to the Hebrew, is called Aiiar, but, 
according to the Macedonians, Dtfutrusy those 
that carried the king’s epistle gave them no- 
tice, that the same day wherein their danger 
was to have been, on that very day should 
they destroy tlieir enemies. But now' the 
rulers of the provinces, and the tyrants, and 
the kings, and the scribes, bad the Jews in 
esteem ; for the fear they were in of Mo“de. 
cai forced them to act with discretion. Now 
when the royal decree was come to all the 
country that w’as subject to the king, it fell 
out that the Jews at Shushan slew live hun- 
dred of their enemies : and when tlie king 
had told Esther the number of those that were 
slain in that city, but did not w ell know- wliat 
bad been done in the provinces, he asked her 
whether she would have any thing farther 
done against them, for that it should be dune 
accordingly : upon which she desired that the 
jenvs might be peniiilted to treat their re- 
maining enemies in the same manner the mxt 
day ; as also, that they might hang the ten 
sons of Hainan upon the gallows. So the 
king permitted the Jews so to do, as desirous 
not to contradict Esther. So they gathered 
themselves together again on the fourteenth 
day of the month Dystrus, and slew about 
three hundred of their enemies, blit touched 
nothing of what ricJies they had. Nmv there 
were slain by the Jews that were in the coun- 
try, and in the other cities, seventy-five thou- 
sand of their enemies, and these were slain on 
the tliirteenth day of the month, and the next 
day they kept as a festival. In like nianiier 
the Jews that were in Shusliaii gathered 
themselves together, and feasted on the four- 
teenth day, and that w'bicb followed it » 
whence it is, that even now all the Jews 
tliat are in the habitable earth keep 
days festival.s, and send portions to one ano- 
ther. JV/ordecai also wrote to the Jews that 
lived in the kingdom of Artaxerxts to ob- 
serve these days, and to celebrate them as tea- 
tivals, and to deliver them down to posterity, 
that this festival might continue for all time 
to come, and that it might never be burie »» 
oblivion \ for iince they were about to be « 
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siroyed on these days by Hainan, they would 
do a right tiling, upon escaping the danger in 
them, and on them inflicting punishment on 
their enem cs, to observe those days, and give 
thanks to < od on them ; for which cause the 
Jews still keep the forementioned days, and 
call them days of Pliiirim [or Purim].* And 
]\lordecai became a great and illustrious per- 
son with the king, and assisted him in the 
government of the people, lie also lived 
with the queen ; so that the affairs of the 
Jews were, by their means, better than they 
could ever have hoped for. And this was 
the state of the Jews under the reign of Ar- 
laxerxes.f 


CHAPTER VII. 


criflees, they should pay for every lamb fifty 
shekels. Now Jesus was the brother of Johii, 
and was a friend of Bagoses, who liad pro- 
inisetl to procure him the high-priesthood. 
In confidence of whose support, Jesus quar 
relied with .John in the temple, and so pro- 
voked his brother, that in his anger his bro- 
ther slew him. Now it w’as a horrible thing 
for John, when he was high-priest, to perpe- 
trate so great a crime, and so much the more 
horrible, that there never was so cruel and 
impious a thing done, neither by the Greeks 
nor Barbarians. However, God did not ne- 
glect its punishment ; but the people were on 
that very account enslaved, and the temple 
was polluted by the Persians. Now when 
Bagoses, the general of Artaxerxes’ army, 
knew that John, the high- priest of the Jews, 
had slain his own brother Jesus in the tem- 


HOW JOHN SLEW HIS BUOTHEtt JESUS IN THE 

[EMULE ; AND HOW BAGOSES OFFERED MANY 

INJURIES TO THE JEWS; AND WHAT SAN- 

raei.at did. 

^ 1. When El iashih the high-priest was dead, 
his son Judas succeeded in the high-priest- 
hood : and when he was dead, his son John 
look that dignity ; on whose account it was 
.Iso (hat Bagoses, the general of another Ar- 
annv,f polluted the temple, and 
imposed tributes on the Jews, that out of tlie 
miblic stock, before tliey olfercd the daily sa- 

* Take here part <if Uelund’s i:ote on this disputed 
passage: “ In Jt.scpiius’s copies *Mese Hebrew words, 
•lays of Purina,' (o ‘ l.otSi’ > in the Greek ct>pics of 
Esther, eh. ix, 12(5, JH; — S J, is read ‘ days of phurim,* 
ir ‘ days of iiroteelion l)ut oi’.^ht to he read ‘ days of 
|nirim,*.a.s in the Hdircw; ;)i;in wliieli emendation,” }.a>s 
!\(>, “ nothing is more eeii.tin,” And had we any assur- 
iiiieo that .Josephus’:-, copy memio’ied iJie “ c.'isfing of 
as our other e<n>ie,s do, Est>'. Hi, 7, I should fully 
it;Tce with (lelaud; but, as it now stands, it seems to 
ne l)v no means 

t As to tills whole l>ook of Esther in the present He- 
liK'W copy, it is so very imiH-rfeel, in a ease where Hu 
pro\ idchei' of CJoil was so very i •markable, and the 
Sept'iagiiit and Joseplm;. l\ave so m .cliof religion, that 
it has ii(U so much a;> tlu’ name of tJod once in it; and 
it is liard to say who made that epitome w .ileh tlic M.a- 
Sdriles have given us for llic genuine book iLself; no re- 
ligious Jews could well be the autlior.s of it, whose etiu- 
ihliged them to liaxe a constant regard to (itnl, 
and whatsoever related to his worship; nor do we know 
that there ever was so imperfect a copy of it in the 
worlii till after the days ol Han hoeah, in the second 
CL'iiiiirv. 


pie, he came upon the Jews iinmctliately, and 
began in anger to say to them, “ Have you 
had the impudence to perpetrate a murder in 
your temple And as he was aiming to go 
into the temple, they forbade him so to do ; 
but he said to them, “ Arn not I purer than 
he that was slain in tlie temple?” And 
when he had said these words, he went into 
the temple. Accordingly, Bagoses made use 
of this pretence, and punished the Jew s seve»' 
years for the murder of Jesus. 

2. Now when John had departed this life, 
his son Jaddua succeeded in the high-priest, 
hood. He had a brother, whose name was 
Manasseli. Now there was one Sanballat 
w'ho W’as sent by Darius, the last king [of 
Persia], into Snmoj’ia. He was a Cuthean by 
birth* of which stock were the Samaritans 
also. This man knew that the city Jerusalem 
was a famous city, and tlnat their kings had 
given a great deal of trouble to the Assyrians, 
and the people of Celcsyria ; so that be wil- 
lingly gave his daughter, whose name was 
Nieaso, in marriage to Manasseh, as thinking 
this alliance by marriage would be a pledge 
land security that the nation qf the Jews 
I should continue their good will to him. 


t ( oiKcming this o//ier Artaxerxes, called Mnemon, 
and the I’ersian alMietUin and captivity of the Jews un- 
der him, oecetsiuned by the murder of the high-priest’s | 
brotlier in the holy lumsc itself, see Authentic R^»- at j 
large, page jy, And if any wonder why Josephus wholly I 
the rest of*the kings of Persia after Artaxerxes 
Mnemon, (ill ije came to their last king Darius, who 
aascoiKjntred by Alexander the Great, I sli.-Ulglve them 
'«.ssujj,'Moid Dr. Hudson’s answer, though In my own 
wonts, viz. that Josephus did not do ill in omitting those 
of IV-vsia with whom the Jews had no concern, 
»^«uisc he was giving the history of the Jews, and not 
mt! ♦ is a sutRcient ro.ason also why he 

L?i ^ and the b«x)k of Job, as not particu- 

y ’■^'“hng to that nation]. Ho justlv, therefore, rc- 
nus'V-!/ -h'wish aftalrs after the de;Uh ot Longima 
xr«Vi!! >nenrion of Darius fl. /«7*ore Artaxw- 

Debus or Arogus. as the t'luionof 
ofier him. Nor had he prnbaWy 
the eoJpr ^ Artaxerxes, unless Eagiwes, one of 

Kionoit eoinmaudcrs under him, had occa- 

fl'** Jewish temple, and had 
y distresseil the J«ws uihmi that pollution. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

CONCERNING SANBAI.I.AT AND MANASSEH, AND 
THE TEMBLE' WHICH THEY BUILT ON MOUNT 
GER1//1M ; AS ALSO HOW ALEXANDER MADE 
HIS ENTRY INTO THE CITY JERUSALEM ; AND 
WHAT BENEFITS HE BESTOWED ON THE JEWS. 

§ 1. About this time it was that Philip, king 
of Macedon, was treacherously assaulted and 
slain at Egai by Patisanias, the son of Ce- 
rastes, who was derived from the family of 
Oreslie, and lus son Alexander succeeded him 
in the kingdom ; who, passing over the Hel- 
lespont, overcame tlm generals of Darius’s 
•nnv in a battle fought at Granicuin. So he 
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marched over Lydia, and subdued Ionia, and 
overran Cana, and fell upon the places of 
Pamphylia, as 'las been related elsewhere. 

2. But the elders of Jerusalem being very 
uneasy that the brother of Jaddua the high- 
priest, though married to a foreigner, should 
be a partner with him in the high-priesthood, 
quarrelled with him ; for they esteemed this 
man’s marriage a step to such as should be 
desirous of transgressing about the marriage 
of [strange] wives, and that this would he| 
the beginning of a imiliial society with fo-| 
reigners, although the oil'euce of some about ; 
marriages, and tlieir having married wives that 
were not of their own country, had been an 
occnsioti of their former captivity, and of the 
miseries they then underwent; so they coui- 
ided jVlanasseh to divorce Ids wife, or not 
to approach the altar, the high-priest himself 
joining with the people in their inrlignation 
against his brother, and driving him away 
from the altar. Whereupon Manasseli came j 
to his fatlier ill-law, Sanballat, and told him, | 
that although he loved his daughtcfr Nicaso, j 
yet was he not willing to lie deprived of his! 
sacerdotal dignity on her account, whi«'i was; 
the princijial dignity in their nation, and al- 
w'ays continued in the same family. And 
then Sanballat promised him not only to pre- 
serve to him the honour of his priesdiood, 
but to procure for him tlie power and dignity 
of a higli-priest, and would make him gover- 
nor of all the places he niiuself now ruled, if 
he woultl keep his daughter for his wife. lie 
also tolil him farther, that he would build him 
a temple like that at Jerusalem, upon Mount 
Gcrizzim, wliich is the liighcst of all the moun. 
Uu'ns that are in Samaria ; and he prouused 
th..t he would do this with the apjirobation of 
Darius the king. IManasseh was elevated 
with these promises, and staid with Sanhal- 
lat, upon a supposal that In? should gain a 
high-pricslhood, as bestow'ed on him l>y Da- 
rius, for it happened Sanballat was tlieii in 
years. But there vvas now' a great disturb- 
unce among the people of Jerusalem, because 
many of those priests and Levites were en- 
tangled in such matches; for they all revolted 
to Manasseli, and San ha Hat afl orded them 
money, and divided among them land for til- 
lage, and habitations also ; and all this in or- 
der every way to gratify his son-in-law. 

‘X Al out this time it was that Darius heard 
hc>w Alexander had passed over the Ilelles- 
pont, and had beaten his lieutenants in the 
battle at (iranicuin, and was proceeding far- 
ther; whereupon he gathered together an ar- 
my of horse and foot, and determined that he 
would meet the Macedonians before liiey 
ahouid assault and coni'uer all Asia, »So he 
passed over the river Euphrat • .nd came 
Taurus, the Cilician mounta.. .od at Issua 
of Cilicia h<^ waited for the enemy, as ready 
there to give him battle. Upon which isan- 
twllat was glad Uiat JU ^-hta wa^ come down; 


and told Manasseli that he would suddenly 
perform his promises to him, and this as soon 
as ever Darius should come back, after he had 
beaten his enemies; for not he only, but all 
those that were in Asia also, were persuaded 
that the Macedonians would not so much as 
come to a battle with the Pt rsians, on account 
of their multilnde; but the event proved o- 
therw'ise than they expected, for the king joiik 
ed battle with the Macedonians, and was bea- 
ten, and lost a great part of his army. His 
mother also, and his wife and children, were 
taken captives, and he Hed into IVrsi.i. So 
Alexander came into Syria, and took Damas- 
cus; and when he had olitained Sidon, he be- 
sieged Tyre, wIk-ii he sent an epistle to the 
Jewish hi..li-priest, to send him some auxili- 
aiies, and to supply his army witli jirovisions; 
and that vs hat presents he formerly sent to 
Darius, he would now send ti) him, an«l elioose 
the frieiuKhip of the Macedonians, and that 
he should never repent of so doin^ hut the 
high -priest answered the Tiie.ssengers that lu* 
had given his oath to Darios not to hear am: 
against him ; and he said that 1 nid 
transgress this while Darius wa n the liinl 
of tlie living. Upon hearing this an'.wvr, 
Alexander was \eiy angry; and tliongh hi^ 
determined not to leave Tyre, which was 
leady to be taken, yet, .e-, oon he had taken 
it, lie threatened that h would make an ex- 
)>edition against the Jewisli higli-jiriest, and 
I tliroiJgh him teach all men to wlioip they imist 
keep their oaths. »So when he had, with a 
[good deal of pains liuring the siege, taken 
Tyre, and had settled its affairs, he came to 
the city of (»azu, and besieged both the city 
and him that was governor of the garrisem, 
who'-e name w’as Babeineses 

'I. But .Sanhallat thought he had now fiol- 
ten a proper opportunity to make his atteni|it, 
so he renounced Darius, and taking with him 
seven thvmsand of his own subjects, he c;m c 
to Alexander ; and liiiding him heginning 
siege of Tyi'i*, he said to him, that he delivered 
up to him these nun, who came out of pl.u' .s 
under liis dominion, and did gladly accept 
him for (heir lord instead of Dariiis. 
when Alexander had received him kindly, 
Sanhallat tbereiipon took courage, and sp>ike 
to him about his present atfair. He told him, 
that he had a son-iu-law, Manasseh, w ho wiis 
brother to the high priest Jaddua; and that 
there were many others of his own nation now 
with him, that were desirous to have n tem- 
ple in the places subject to liini ; that it won v 
be for tlie king’s advantage to h.ive t'e 
strength of the Jews divided into two jia* S 
lest when the nation is of one mind and uin ^ 
ed, upon any attempt for innovation, it pro' 
troublesome to kings, as it had formerly prov 
ed to the kings of Assyiia. 
exander gave Sanhallat leave so to 
used the utmost diligence, and built dm 
pie, and made Manasseli the priest, am 
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c«(I it a great rew'ard that his daughter's chil- 
dren should have that dignity ; but when the 
seven months of the siege of Tyre were over, 
and the two months of the siege of Gaza, 
Sanballat died. Now Alexander, when he 
had taken Gaza, made haste to go up to Je- 
rusalem ; and Jaddua the high-priest, when 
he iieard that, was in an agony, and under 
terror, as not knowing how he should meet 
tne Macedonians, since the king was displeas- 
ed at his foregoing disobedience. He there- 
fore ordained that the people should make 
•supplications, and should join with him in of- 
fering sacrifices to God, whom he besought to 
protect that nation, and to deliver them from 
the perils that were coming upon them ; 
whereupon God warned him in a dream, 
which came upon him after he had ofiered sa- 
crifice, that he should take courage, and a- 
(lorn the city, and open the gates ; that the 
rest should appear in white garments, hut that 
ho and the priests should meet the king in the 
liahits proper to their ordcM*, without the dread of 
any ill consequences, which the providence of 
God would prevent. Upon which, when he 
rose from his sleep, he greatly rejoiced ; and 
declared to all the warning he had received 
from God. According to which dream he 
acted entirely, anil so waited for the coniiiq 
of the king. 

5. And w'iien he understood that he was 
iiot far from the city, he went out in proces- 
sion, w'ith the priests and the multitude of the 
citizens. The proct'ssioii was venerable, and 
die manner of it difl’ereat from that of other 
nations. It reached to a place culled Sapha ; 
which name, translao 1 into Greek, signifies 
a irrosj)ecti for you have thence a prospect both 
of Jerusalem and of the t' lnplc ; and when 
(lie PlKcnicians and the Chaldeans that fol- 
ul him, thought they should have liberty ; 
plunder the city, and torment the high-' 
priest to death, which the ki .g’s displeasure 
fairly promised them, the very reverse of it 
liapptMied ; for Alexander, w'hen he saw the 
inultiMide at a distance, in white garments, 
while the priests stood clothed with fine linen, 
and the high-priest in purple and scarlet cloth- 
ing, with ids mitre on his liead, having the 
golden plate whereon the name of God was 
engraved, he approached by himself, and ador- 
ed that name, and first saluted the liigh-piiest. 
The Jews also jJid all together, with one voice, 
’‘alutc Alexander, and encompass him about; 
whereupon the king* of Syria and the rest 
Were surprised at what Alexander had done, 
tiupposed him disordered in his mind. 

I owtverj rarntunio alone went up to him, 
asked him how it came to pass tliat, when 
P adored him, he should adore the 

of the Jews? To wluiin he re- 
I ** ^ adore him, but that God 

liood him with his high-priest- 

iti ») •*, ^ person in a dream, 

's very habit, when 1 was at Dios in Ma- 


cedonia, who, when I was considering vrith 
myself how I might obtain the dominion of 
Asia, exhorted me to make no delay, but 
boldly to pass over the sea thither, for that 
he would conduct my army, and would give 
me the dominion over the Persians ; whence 
it is, that having seen no other in that habit, 
and now seeing this person in it, and remem- 
bering that vision, and the exhortation which 
I had in iny dream, 1 believe that I bring 
this army under the divine conduct, and shall 
therewith conquer Darius, and destroy the 
pow'er of the Persians, and that all things 
will succeed according to what is in my own 
mind.** And when he had said this to Par- 
menio, and had given the high-pricst his right 
hand, the priests ran along by him, and lie 
came into the city ; and when lie went up in- 
to the temple, he oflered sacrifice to God, ac- 
cording to the high-priest’s direction, and 
magnificently treated both the high-priest and 
the priests. And when the book of Daniel 
was showed him,* wherein Daniel declared 
that one of the Greeks should destroy the 
empire of the Persians, he supposed that him- 
self Was the person intended ; and as he was 
then glad, he dismissed the multitude for the 
present, but tlie next day he called them to 
him, and bade them ask what favours tliey 
pleased of him ; vvliercupon the hi^h-jiriest 
desired that tliey might enjoy the laws of their 
forefathers, and iniglit pay no tribute on the 
seventh year. He granted all they desired ; 
and when they entreated him that he would 
permit tlie Jews in Babylon and Media to 
enjoy their own laws also, he willingly pro- 
mised to do hereafter what they desired; and 
when he said to the multitude, that if any of 
them W’uiild inlist tliemselves in his army on 
tliis condition, that they should continue un- 
der the laws of their forefathers, and live ac- 
! cording to them, he war willing to take them 
with him, many were ready to accompany him 
ill his wars. 

G. So when Alexander hat thus settled 
matters at Jerusalem, he led his army into the 
neighbouring cities; and when all the inhahi- 
tants, to whom he came, received him with 
great kindness, the Samaritans, who had then 
Shechein for their metropolis (a city situate at 
Mount lierizzim, and inhabited by apostates 
of the Jewish nation), seeing that Alexander 
had so greatly honoured the Jews, determined 
to profess themselves Jews ; for such is the 
disposition of the Samaritans, as we have al- 
ready elsewhere declared, that when the Jews 
are in adversity they deny that they are of kin 
to them, and then they confess the truth ; but 
I wher they perceive that some good fortune 
' hatl befallen them, they immediately pretend 
' to have communion with them, saying, that 
! 

• The placc»howcd Alexander might be Dan. vli, fi 

vill, 3— Sfti, *1, jf'j; xi, 3 some or all of them very 
plain prixliclioiis of Alexander's eonquests ami mcees 
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they belong to them, and derive their genea- wlun I return, and am th ^roughly informed 
logy from the posterity of Joseph, Ephraim, by you of this matter, I will do what I shall 
and Manasseli. Accordingly, they made their think proper.'* And in this manner he took 
address to the king with splt^idour, and show- leave of the Shechemites ; but ordered that 
ed great alacrity in meeting him at a little the troops of Sanballat should follow him 
distance from Jerusalem ; and when Alexan- into Egypt, because ibere he designed to give 
der had commended them, the Shechemites ! them lands, which he did a little after in The- 
approached to him, taking with them the bais, when he ordered them to guard that 
troops that Sanballat had sent him, and (hey country. 

desired that he w’oii Id come to their city, and 7. Now when AlexaiidcM* was dead, the 
do honour to their temple also; to whom he government was parted among his successors : 
promised, that when he returned he would but the temple upon Mount Gerizziin remain- 
come to them ; and when they petitioned ^hat ed ; and if any one were accused by those of 
he would remit the tribute of the seventh year Jerusalem of having eaten things common,* 
to them, because they did not uow' sow there- or of having broken the Sabbath, or of any 
on, he asked who they w'ere that made such a other crime of the like nature, he fled away 
petition; and when they said that they were to the Shechemites, and said that he was ac- 
Hebrews, but had the name of Sidonians, cased unjustly. About this time it w'as that 
living at Shechem,he asked them again whe- ^ Jaddua the high priest died, and Onias his 
therthey w ere Jews ; and when they said they j son took the h gli-piitsthood. This W’as the 
were not Jews, “ It was to the Jews," said ! state of the affairs of the people of Jerusa- 
he, “ that 1 granted that privilege ; however, lein at this lime. 


BOOK XIL 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF A HUNDRED AND SEVENTY YEARS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT TO THE DEATH 
OF JUDAS MACCABEUS. 


CUABTER I. 

HOW PTOLEMY, THE SON OF LAGUS, TOOK 
JERUSALEM AND JUDEA BY DECEIT AND 
TREACHERY, AND CAUUIED MANY OF THE 
JEWS THENCE, AND PLANTED THEM IN E- 
GVPT. 

§ 1. Now when Alexander, king of Mace- 
don, had put an end to the dominion of the 
Persians, and had settled the affai»^s of Ju<lca 
after the fore-mentioned manner, he ended 
his life ; and as his government fell among 
many, AntigonU". obtained Asia ; Seleiiciis 
Babylon ; and of the other nations which 
Were th' re, Lysitnaclius goveriied the Helles- 
pont, and Cassander possos.c* d Macedool i; 
as did Ptolemy, the son of Lagiis, seize upon 
Lgypt ; and while these princes ambitiously 
Strove one against another, every one for his 
own principality, it came to )»ass that th< re 
were continual wars, and *hrj‘ ■ lasting wars 
too; and the cities were sull. l, and lost a 
great many of their inhabitaotf- in these times 
of dlitrevs, .nsomuch that a!i Syria, by the 


means of Ptolemy, the son of Lagiis, undor- 
W'ent the reverse of that denomination, of Sa- 
viour, which he then had. IJe^'also seiz d 
upon JerusaUm, atid for that end made ii'U 
of deceit and tieacheiy ; for as he came iiH'* 
the city on a Sabbath-day, ns if he would 
offer sacrifice, he, without any trouble, gairud 
the city, while the Jews did not oppi^u 
for they did not 'Uspect him to be their ine- 
iiiy ; and he gained it thns, because tht^y 
were free from suspicion of him, and pecauw 
on that day they were at rest and qUrCliiess; 
and when he had gained it, he reigned ovtt 
it in a cruel inauiier. Nay, Mgatliarcl)ide« 
of ('nidus, who wrote the acts of Alexander s 
! Kijccessois, reproaclie.H us with .superstit'^^h 
I if we, by it, bad lost, our liberty, where he says 
thus : “ There is a nation called the nation 
of the Jews, who inhabit a city strong 
great, named Jerusalem. These 
no care, but let it come into the li»n“*» ® 

• Here Josephus uses the virord ^ 

Ing common tnings/' for “ eating things • snJ 
ctc'cs our New TesUment, in Acts x« 
xi. 8, 9 ; Rom. xlv. li. 
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Ptolemy, as not willing to take arms, and of Egypt, and held it forty years within one, 
thereby they submitted to be under a hard He procured the law to be interpreted, | and 
niaster, by reason of their unseasonable super- set free tliose that were come from Jerusa- 
stition.” This is what Agatharchides relates lem into Egypt, and were in slavery there, 
of our nation. But when Ptolemy had taken who were a hundred and twenty thousand, 
a great many captives, both from the moun- The occasion was this ; — Demetrius Phale- 
tainous parts of Judea and from the places rius, who was library-keeper to the king, was 
about Jerusalem and Samaria, and the places now endeavouring, if it were possible, to ga- 
near Mount Gerizzim, he led them all into ther together all the books that were in the 
Pgypt,* and settled them there. And as he habitable earth, and buying whatsoever was 
knew that the people of Jerusalem were most anywhere valuable, or agreeable to the king’s 
faithful in .the observation of oaths and co- Inclination (who was very earnestly set upon 
venants;! and this from the answ'er they collapting of books) ; to wliich inclination of 
made to Alexander, when he sent an embas- bis, Demetrius was zealously subservient, 
sage to them, after he had beaten Darius in And when once Ptolemy asked him how 
battle ; so he distributed many of them into many ten thousands of books he had collect- 
garrisons, and at Alexandria gaye them equal | ed, he replied, that he had already about 
privileges of citizens with tlie Macedonians | twenty times ten thousand; but that, in a 
themselves ; and required of them to take little time, he should have fifty times ten 
their oaths that liiey would keep their fidelity thousand. But lie said, he had been inforin- 
to the posterity of those who committed these ed that there were many hooks of laws among 
places to their ctire. Nay, there were not a the Jews worthy of inquiring after, and wor- 
iow other Jews w'ho, of their own accord, thy of the king’s library, but which, being 
went into Egypt, as invited by the goodness written in characters and in a dialect of their 
of the soil, and by the liberality of Ptolemy, own, will cause no small pains in getting 
However, there w-tfre disorders among their them translated into the Greek tongue: that 
])osterity, with relation to the Samaritans, on the character in wliich they are w'ritten seems 
account of llnar resolution to preserve that to be like to that which is the proper cha- 
conduct of life which was delivered to them ractcrof tlie Syrians, and that its sound, wlien 
I;) their forefathers, and they tliereupon con- pronounced, is like to theirs also ; and that 
tended one with another, while those of Jeru- 1 this sound appears to be peculiar to them- 
Salem said that their temple was lioly, and | selves. Wherefore he said, that nothing hin- 


•csolved to send* their sacrifices thither; but 
the Samaritans w ere resolved that they slumld 
In- sent to Mount Gerizzim. 


dered why they might npt get those books to 
be translated also ; for while nothing is want- 
ing that is necessary for that purpose, we may 
have their books also in this library. So the 
king thought that Demetrius was very zea- 
lous to procure him abundance of books, and 
CHAPTER 11. j tliat he suggested what was exceeding proper 

for him to do ; and therefore he wrote to the 
now I'TOI.I.MY mil.ADK* ni(\s CHOCURKI) TITK Jewish high priest that he should act accord- 
I AWS OF THE JEAVS TO iJE TEANSEATED I.NTU iugly. 

niK ciiiEEK TO.N’OEE ; AND SET ANY CAP- } 2. Noav there was one Aristeus, who was 

Tivr.s I’UEE; AND DEDICATED ^lANY GibTS , among the king’s most intimate friends, and, 

10 c.oD. joii .iccount of his modesty, very acceptable to 

I him. I'his Aiisteus resolved frequently, and 
5 I. When Alexander had reigned Iw'clve i that before now', to petition the king that he 

ytais, and after liim Ptolemy Soter forty ( would set all the captive Jews in his kingdom 

ycii)'., Philadclphus then took the kingdom free; and he thouglit this to be a convenient 

opportunity for the making that petition. So 
* Tlif jjrcat nmnlier of the .I»?ws ami Samaritans he dicoursed, in the first ])lace, with the cap- 

Uunsof .l,. king's gu«.ds, Sosil,ius of Tare... 
in the vjist^ultitiale who, as WO shall see pro- tum, and Andreas, and persuaded them to 

j'! Boing ‘0 ii'twccdc 

that and other soldiers «>f With the king tor. Accordingly, Aristeus 

»'«»« 

' in the vcheineutwnueiuion hi tween the have been before mentioned, and went to the 

n.a.lc the following speech to him : 

tenqile of .leriiHalom, or at the Sa- 1 


•rwits (rci izzini ; of all which our author 

m i l^he SamuritaiiH . arruNl into 

lioso wiv! i" ^ princes, Sciiligor si.piniscs, tlmt 

*l'oin I f. syiingogiu* at Cairo, as ais<i those 

isliinii in Kpeaksof, a.s Iiaviiiit seized 

iiiiv, ^ 


F > Heii Sea, arc remains if them at this 

f ; ' y-, finr note.' here inform us. 

1*1 " — « 

lu, sec benpture Politics, p, .i4— <15 . of IhMph. at large, jv 1 17— i »*«. 


X Of the traiEslation of the otlier parts of the cy<i Tes- 
tament by .seventy tlgyptian Jews, in the reigns of PM- 
lemy, the son of liagiis, and Phiindelphus : as also, of 
ihf transhTtion of tlio Pcntateiicli by seventv-two Jeru- 
salem .Icw’S, in the .sevemli year of Piiiladeiphiis, at 
Alexandria, as given us an aiviumt of by .'Uisteus; and 
thence by Philo and Josc'chiis, with a viivUeation of 

Klofi.... . rw. \ .......xaiw 
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*• It IS not fit for us, O king, to overlook 
tilings hastily, or to deceive ourselves, but to 
lay the truth open : for since we have deter- 
mined not only to get the laws of the Jews 
transcribed, but interpreted also, for thy satis- 
faction, by what means can we do this, while 
so many of the Jews arc now slaves in tliy 
kingdom? Do thou then what will be agree- 
able to thy magnaniniity, and to thy good- 
nature : free them from the miserable condi- 
tion the^ are in, because tliat God, who sup- 
porteth thy kingdom, was the author of their 
laws, as 1 have learned by particular inquiry; 
for bof I these people and we also worship the 
same God, the framer of all things We 
call him, and that truly, by the name of 
[or life, or Jupiter], because he breathes 
life into ail men. Wherefore, do thou restore 
these men to their own country ; and this do 
to the honour of God, because these men pay 
a peculiarly excellent worship to him. And 
know this farther, tliat lliouglj I be not of kin 
to them by birth, nor one of the same country 
with them, yet do 1 desire these favours to be 
done them, since all men arc the workmanship 
of God ; and I am sensible tiiat he is well 
pleased with those that do good. 1 do there- 
fore put up this petition to thee, to do good 
to them,” 

.‘5. When Aristeiis was saying llms, the king 
looked upon him willi a clieerful and joyful 
countenance, and said, How many ten thou- 
sands dost thou su})pose there are of such as 
want to be made free?” To wliich Andreas j 
repried, as he stootl by, and said, * A few more | 
than ten times ten thousand.' The king ma le 
answer, And is this u stnall gift that thou 
askest, Aristeus ?” But Sosibius, and the 
rest that stood by, said, that he ought to of- 
fer such a thank-oflering as w'as worthy of 
his greatness cf soul, to that God who had 
given him his kingdom. With this answer 


and his army, but those who were in his king 
dom before, and those also, if any such there 
were, who had been brought away since. And 
when they said that their redemption- money 
would amount to above four hundred talents, 
he granted it. A copy of which decree 1 
have determined to preserve, that the magna- 
nimity of this king may be made knowm. Its 
contents were as follows ; “ Let all those who 
were soldiers under our father, and who, 
when they overran Syria and Phoenicia, and 
laid waste Judea, took the Jews captives, and 
made them slaves, and brought them into our 
cities, and into this country, and then sold 
them ; as also all those that were in my king, 
dom before them, and if there be any thai 
have lately been brought thitlier, be made 
free by those that possess them ; and let then) 
accept of [a hundred and] tw'cnty drachma) 
for every slave. And let tiie soldiers receive 
this redemption-money with their pay, but the 
rest out of the king’s treasury : for I suppose 
that they were made captives without our f;! 
tiler's consent, and agaii■^t equity j and that 
their country was harassetl hy the insolence 
of the soldiers, and that, by removing them 
into Egypt, the soldiers liave made a great 
profit by them. Out of regard, therefore, to 
justice, and out of pity to theise that have 
been tyrannized over, contrary to equity, I 
enjoin tliose that have such Jews in their ser 
vice to set them at liberty, upon the receipt 
of the before-inentioncd 3«ni ; and that no 
one use any deceit about them, but obey what 
is here commanded. And 1 will, that thev 
their names within three days after 
the puhlication of this edict, to such 
appointed to execute the same, and to produce 
the slaves before them al^o, for 1 think it vull 
he for the advantage of my afiairs: and let 
every one that will, inltirni against those that 
do not obey this decree ; and 1 will, tl*at their 


he was much pleased ; and gave order, that 
w’hen they paid tiie sohliers their wages, they 
should lay down [a hundred and [ twenty 
drachmae for every one of the slaves. * And 
he promised to publisii a magnificent decree, 
about wJiat they requested, whiei) should con- 
firm what Aristeirs had proposed, and espe- 
cially what God iviiled siiouJd he done i where- 
by, he said, be would not only set those free 
who had been led away captive by his father 

* Although this number one 'nuuilred and twenty 
drachm0 [of Alexandria, or sixty Jewish r^hckelsj be 
here threj times repoated, .nnd that in all Josephus’s 
copies, (ircvkaiKi Lium, yet, since all the copies of Aris- 
teus, whoK-c Jos(‘phu.s Uxik his relation, have this sura 
several t)rnc:<, and still as no more than twenty drach- 
ma;, or ten Jewish shekels ; and since the sum of the 
talenUi, to he set down presently, which is little above 
four hundreil and sixty for soiriewhut more than one 
hundred thousand sla\es, -md is nearly the same tii Jo- 
sephutand Aristeus, doiN belter ngtee totwciitvUfatiU} 
one hundred and twenty dra. :. . nd since the value 

of a slave of old was, at the utm... , „a thirty shekels, 
or sixty drachma;, nee Kx<m1. x; ; ij, while in the pre- 
lent dmifnatances of these Jewish slaves, and those so 
vcrynttmeroui, Philadelphus would iather redeem them 
. ' t a ehBtper than at a ilt.j'i rate,— tliereis great reasnn 
lo nrefer here Aristcuii’i oj)its tjefore Josephu’s. 


estates be coofiscated into the king’s treasury- 
When this decree was read to the king, ii 
first coiHained the rest that is here inseiUtl, 
and only omitted those Jews that had fornur- 
ly been brought, and those brought alur' 
wards, which had not hvcn distinctly nuMy 
ti on cd ; so he added these claii^ei* out ot 
huimiiiity, and vvitli great generosity. al- 
so gave Older tliat the payment, ^hii'h was 
likely to be done in a liurry, should be di- 
vided among the king's minivers, and tuno"o 
the otficers of his treasury. When this «as 
over, what the king had decreed was qnif 
brought to a conclusion ; and this in no..- 
than seven days’ time, the number of 
lerifs paid for the captives being above eu 
hundred and sixty, and this, because up 
itiasUTS required the [hundred and] 
drachma} for the children also, the king ^ 
iiig, in effect, commanded that these s o 
be paid for, when he said, in his .p, 

they sfioiild receive the forementioned si* 
every slave. 
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4, Now when ihis had been done after so Now I will give a description of these vessels, 
magnificent a manner, according to the king’s and the manner of their construction, but not 
inclinations, he gave order to Demetrius to till after I have set down a copy of the epistle 
give him in writing his sentiments concerning which was written to Eleazar the high*prie$t, 
the transcribing of the Jewish books j for no who had obtained that dignity on the occasion 
part of the administration is done rashly by following When Onias the high-priest was 
these kings, but all things are managed with dead, his son Simon became his successor, 
great circumspection. On which account I He was called Simon the Jnsl,* because ot 
nave subjoined a copy of these epistles, and both his piety towards God,. an<l his kind dis- 
tet down the multitude of the vessels sent as position to those of his own nation. When 
gifts [to Jerusalem], and the construction ofl he was dead, and had left a young son, who 


ewery oiu%that the exactness of the artificers* 
workmanship, as it appeared to those that saw 
them, and which workmen made every vessel, 
may be made manifest, and this on account of 
tlie excellency of the vessels themselves. Now 
(lie copy of the e])istle was to this purpose ; — 
“ Demetrius to the great king, When thou, 
() king, gavest me a charge concerning the 
collection of Hooks that w-ere wanting to fill 
your library, and concerning the care that 
ought to he taken about such as are imperfect, 

1 have Used the utmost diligence about those 
matters. Atul I let you know, that we w'unt 
the hooks of the Jewish legislation, with some 
others ; for they are written in the Hebrew 
characters, and being in the language of that 
nation, are to us unknown. It hath also| 
happened to them, that they have been Iran- 
•i'-rihed more carelessly than they should have 
heen, because they have not had hitherto royal 
cate taken about them. Now it is necessary 
iltat thou shouldst h.ivc accurate copies of 
them. And indeed tin's legislation is full of 
Iiichk'H A'istloni, and entirely blameless, 
being till legislalit* of God ; for which cause 
it is, as Ilecateus of Abdera says, that the 
poets arul historians make no mention of it, 
tun- of those men who lead their lives accord- 
ing to it, since it is a holy law, and ought not 
to he published by prufaue moiitlis. If then 
i! please tliee, O king, thovi inayest write to 
iln' liigh-piiest of the Jews, to send six of the 
»hlers out of evriy tiibe, and tiiose sccli as 
ne most skillnl«of the laws, that by their 
nioans we may learn the clear and agreeing 
Cl, sc of ihcsc books, and may obtain an ac- 
' wiaU' inlerprtPlalion of tlivir contents, and so 
iM.iV li:ive such a collection of these as may be 
^nii;il)lc to thy desire.” 

5. Wljen this epistle was sent to the king, 
1>‘ commanded that an epistle should be drawn 
h' lyr Kleazgl*, the Jewish high-pricst, con- 
earning matters ; and that they should 
liiloim him of (he rele.<ki;e of the .Tews that had 
in slavery among them. He also sent 
'f'y hdents of gold for the making of large 
and vials, and cups, and an immense 
‘h'antiiy of precious stones. He also gav 
‘ those who had the custody of the 
'csts that contained those stones, to give the 
leave to choose out what sorts of them 
pleased. H,. withal appointed, that a 
money should be sent to 
^ for sacrifices, and for other uses. 


was called Onias, Simon’s brother Eleazar, of 
whom we arc speaking, took the high-priest- 
hood ; and he it was to whom Ptolemy wrote, 
and that in the manner following : — “ King 
Ptolemy to Eleazar the high -priest, sendeth 
greeting. There are many Jews who now 
dwell in my kingdom, whom the Persians, 
when they were in power, carried captives. 
These were honoured by iny father; some of 
whom he placed in the army, and gave them 
greater pay than ordinary ; to others of them, 
when they came with him into Egypt, he com- 
mitted his garrisons, and the guarding of 
them, that they might he a tenor to the E- 
gyptians; and when 1 had taken the govern, 
ment, I treated all men with humanity, and 
especially those that are thy fellow-citizens, 
of whom I have set free above a hundred 
thousand that were slaves, and paid the price 
)f their redemption to their masters out of 
ny own revenues ; and those that arc of a fit 
age, I have admitted into the number of my 
soldiers ; and for such as are capable of be- 

• faithful to me, and proper for fny conn, 

I have put them in such a post, as thlnkinjy 
this [kindness done to them] to be a very 
;rcat and an acceptable gift, which I devote 
to God for bis providence over me j and as I 
am desirous to do what will be grateful to 
these, and to all the other Jews in the habi- 
table earth, t h.ive determined to procure an 
inUrpretatioii of your law, and to have it 
translated out of Hebrew into Circek, and 
to be deposited in my library. Thou wilt 
therefore do well to choose out and send to 
me men of a good character, who are now 
elders in age, and six in number out of every 
tribe. 'These, by their Age, must be skilful in 
the laws, and of abilities to make an accurate 
interpretation of them ; and w hen this shall 
be finished, I shall think that I have done a 
work glorious to uyself ; and 1 have sent to 
thee Andreas, the captain of my guard, and 
Aristeus, men whom I have in very great 
esteem ; by whom 1 have sent those first-fruits 
which 1 have dedicated to the temple, and to 
the sacrifices, and to other uses, to the value 
of a hundred talents; and if thou wilt send to 
us, to let us know what thou wouldcst have fat- 
tlier, thou wilt do a thing acceptable to me.” 

•We have a very great oncomium of this Simon the 
.lust, the son of Onias i, in the fiftieth chapter of the 
ICcx'Iesiasticus, through Uio whole cii.iptcr. Nor it it 
imp»0|}cr lo consult that chai»ter iiaelf upon tliit owrw 
itUni 
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6. When this epistle of the king was 
Drought to Eleazar, he wrote an answer to 
it with all the respect possible : — " Eleazar 
the high-priest to king Ptolemy, sendeth 
greeting. If thou and thy queen Arsinoe,* 
and thy children, be well, we are entirely sa* 
tisfied. When we received iliy epistle, we 
greatly rejoiced at thy intentions ; and when 
the multitude were gathered together, we read 
it to them, and thereby made them sensible of 
the piety thou hast towards God. We also 
showed them the twenty vials of gold, and 
thirty of silver, and the five large basins, and 
the table for the shew-bread ; as also the hun- 
dred talents for the sacrifices, and for the 
making what shall be needful at the temple : 
which things Andreas and Aristcus, those 
most honoured friends of thine, have brought 
us; and truly they are persons of an excel- 1 
lent dial actor, and of great learning, and 
vvorthy of thy virtue. Know then that we 
will gratify thee in wliat is for thy advantage, 
though wc do what we used not to do before ; 
for we ought to make a return for the numer- 
ous acts of kindnoj-s which thou hast done to 
our countrymen. Wc iinrneuiately, therefore, 
ofiered sacrifice*, for thee and thy sister, with 
tliy children and friends; and the muUitiule; 
made prayers, that tl>y afiairs may l)e to thy 
mind ; anti that thy kingdom may be preserv- 
ed in peace, and that the translation of our 
liiw may come to (he conclusion thou desircst, 
and be for tliy advantage. We have also 
chosen six elders out of every tribe, whom 
we have sent, and the law witli them. It will i 
be thy part, out of thy piety and justice, to 
send back the law when it hath been translat- 
eu ; and to return those to us that bring it in 
safety. — Farewell.” 

7. This was the reply which the high-priest 
made ; but it does not seem to tne to be neces- 
sary to set dow n the names of the seventy [tw’o] 
elders who were sent by Eleazar, and carried 
the law', which yet w'cre subjoined at the end 
of the epistle. How’ever, I thought it not 
improper to give an account of those very 
valuable and artificially contriveil vessels 
w hich the king sent to God, that all may sec 
how great a regard the king liad for God ; for 
llie king allowed a vast deal of expenses for 
these vessels, and came often to tlie w'orkuicii, 
and viewed their works, and suffered nothing 
of carelessness or negligence to be any da- 
mage to their operations ; and I will relate 
how rich they were as well as I am able, al- 
though, perhaps, the nature of this history 
may not require such a description ; but 1 
imagine I shall thereby recumiiKiud the ele- 

• When we have hero and i)ref«entlv nu*ntJ<m matJe 
of PhiJadclphus’ji queen anfl sister Ar^inoc, \.c arc to 
remember, with Spanhoini, that Arsinoe was !x>th his 
aiater aad his wife, according to th.- -uj custom of Per- 
sia, amt of Kgypt at this vcr> ii,- m.>v. of the Assy- 
rians long afterwards. .Sec Anliq. n. xx, cti. il, sect. 1. 
Whence wc have, upon the coins of PJidadelphus. this 
;fclK>wn iOferip' The divine .brother .vnd Sister ” 


gant taste and magnanimity of this king to 
those that read this history. 

8. And first I will describe what belongs 
to the table. It w^s indeed in the king’s 
mind to make this table vastly large in its 
dimensions ; but then* be gave orders that 
they should learn what was the magnitude of 
the table which was already at Jerusalem, and 
how large it w-as, and whether there were a 
possibility of making one larger than it ; and 
when he was informed how large that was 
which was already there, and that nothing 
hindered hut a larger might be made, he 
said that he was willing to have one made 
that should be five times as large as the pre- 
sent table ; but his fear was that it might he 
then useless in their sacred ministrations by 
its too great largeness; for he desired that tlie 

I gifts he presented them should not only he 
there for show', but should Ik? useful abo in 
their sacred niinistratiuiis. Accorditjg to which 
reasoning, that the funner table w'as made of 
so moderate a size for use, and not for want 
of gold, he resolved that he would not exceed 
the former table in largeness, hut w'ould niakc 
it exceed it in the variety and elegancy of iii 
materials; and as lie was sagacious in observ. 
ing the nature of all things, and in having .i 
just notion of what was new anti surprising, 
and where there were no sculptures, he would 
' invent sucii as were proper by his own skill, 
atid would show them to the workmen, lie 
commanded that such sculptures should new 
be made ; and that those wiiich were deline- 
ated shouhl be most accurately formed, by a 
constant regard to their delineation 

9. When tlierefore the workmen had un- 
dertaken to make the table, they framed it in 
length two cubits [and a half], in breadth ont 
cubit, and in height one cubit and a half; and 

! the entire strncinre of the work was of gold. 

I They w ithal made a crown of a haiid-brcadtii 
round it, with w-avc-work w'reathod about it, 
and with an engraving which imitated a cord, 
jand was admirably turned on its three jirirls; 

; for as they were of a triangular figure, every 
angle had the same disposition of its sculp- 
! tures, that when you turned Uiem about, tlie 
; very same form of them was turned about 
[ witliout any variation. Now' that part of tl)« 

I crown-work that was enclosed under the table 
had its sculptures very beautiful ; but that pad 
! which went round on the oiMfilide was more 
I elaborately adorned with most beautiful orna- 
! mciits, because it was exposed to sight, and to 
the view' of the sjiectators; for w'hich reason 
it was that both those sides which were extant 
' above the rest were acute, and noi*e ot 
i angles, whiclt wc before told you were three, 

! appeared less than another when the table was 
! turned about. Now into the cord«»work thus 
} turned were precious stones inserted, in ro"- 
j parallel one to the other, enclosed in 8® 

. buttons, which had ouches in them ; hut t 
i^arts which were on th© aide of the 
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and were exposed to the sight, were adorned ; 
with a row of oval figures obliquely placed, 
of the most excellent sort of precious stones, 
which imitated rods laid close, and encom- 
passed the table round about ; but under these 
oval figures thus engraven, the workmen had 
put a crown all round it, where the nature of 
all sorts of fruit was represented, insomuch 
that the bunches of grapes hung up ; and 
when tliey had made the stones to represent 
all the kinds of fruit before mentioned, and 
that each in its proper colour, they made them 
fast with gold round the whole table. The 
like disposition of the oval figures, and of the 
engraved rods, was framed under the crown, 
that the table might on each side show the 
same appearance of variety and elegancy of 
its ornaments, so that neither the position of 
the wave-work nor of the crown might be dif- 
ferent, although the table were turned on the 
otlier side, but tJiat the prospect of the same 
artificial contrivances might be extended as 
far as the feet ; for there was made a plate of 
gold four fingers broad, through the entire 
breadth of the table, into which they inserted 
tlie feet, and then fastened them to the table 
hy buttons and button-holes, at the place 
wiiere the crown was situate, tliai so on what 
side soever of the table one should stand, it 
might exhibit the very same view of the ex- 
quisite workmanship, and of tlie vast expenses 
bestowed upon it; but upon the table itself 
they engraved a meander, inserting into it 
very valuable stones in the middle like stars, 
of various colours ; the carbuncle and the 
emerald, each of winch sent out agreeable rays 
of light to the spectators ; with such stones of 
other sorts also as v cre most curious and best 
esteemed, as being most precious in their kind. 
Hard by this meander a ’exture of net-work 
ran round it, tJie niidilie of which appeared 
like a riiombiis, into which were inserted rock- 
crystal and amber, wliicli, by the great resem- 
blance of the appearance they made, gave 
wonderful delight to those lluit saw them. 
The chapiters of the feet imitated the first 
budding of lilies, while tlieir leaves were bent 
and laid under tlie table, but so that the chives 
were seen standing upright within them. Their 
bases were made of a carbuncle ; and the place 
the bottom, which rested on that carbiinci 
wasone palm deep, andeight fingers in breadth. 
Now they had engraven upon it, with i very 
line tool,, and w’iih a great deal of pains, a 
bi'anch of ivy, and tendrils of the vine, send- 
ing forth clusters of grapes, that you would 
guess they were nowise diil'erent from real 
for they were so very thin, and so 
far extended at their extremities, that 
Were moved with the wind, and made 
believe that they were the product of na- 
^*■0, and not the representation of art. They 
so made the entire workmanship of the table 
seve^t threefold, while the joints of the 
*** parts were so united together as to be 


invisible, and the places where they joined 
could not be distinguished. Now the thick* 
ness of the table was not less than half a cu- 
bit. So that this gift, by the king's great ge- 
nerosity, by the great value of the materials, 
and the variety of its exquisite structure, and 
the artificer’s skill in imitating nature will) 
graving tools, was at length brought to per- 
fection, while the king was very desirous, 
that though in largeness it were not tube dit- 
ferent from that which was already dedicated 
to God, yet that in exquisite workmanship, 
and tile novelty of the contrivances, and in 
the splendour of its construction, it should far 
exceed it, and be more illustrious than thac 
as. 

10. Now of the cisterns of gold there were 
two, whose sculpture was of scale-wo k, from 
its basis to its belt-like circle, w'ith various 
sorts of stones inchased in the spiral circles. 
Next to which there was upon it a meander 
of a cubit in height: it was composed ot 
stones of all sorts of colours ; and next tothi. 
was the rod-work engraven ; and next to that 
was a rhcinbus in a texture of net- work, 
drawn out to tlie brim of the basin, while small 
shields, made of stones, beautiful in their 
kind, and of four fingers* depth, filled up tlie 
middle parts. About the top of the basin 
were w^reathed the leaves of lilies, and of the 
convolvulus, and the tendrils of vines in a cir- 
cular manner ; and this was the construction 
of the two cisterns of gold, each containing 
two firkins:— but those w'liich were of silver 
were much more bright and splendid than 
looking-glasses; and you might in them see 
images that fell upon them more pKainiy than 
in the other. The king also ordered thirty 
vials; those of which the parts that were of 
gold, and filled up with precious stones, were 
shadowed over with the leaves of ivy and vines, 
artificially engraven ; and these were the ves- 
sels that were, after an extraordinary manner, 
brought to this perfection, partly by the skill 
of the workmen, who were admirable in such 
fine work, but much more by the diligence 
and generosity of the king, w ho not only sup- 
plied the artificers abundantly, and witii great 
generosity, with what they wanted, but he 
forbade public audiences for the time, and 
came and stood by tlie workmen, and saw the 
whole operation ; and this w as the cause w'hy 
the workmen w'ere so accurate in their per- 
formance, because they had regard to the 
king, and to Ids great concern about the ves- 
sels, and so the more inuefatigabiy kept close 
to the work. 

11. And these were what gifts were sent 
by Ptolemy to Jerusalem, and dedicated to 
God there. But when Eleazar the high 
priest had devoted tiiein to God, and had paia 
due respect to those that brought them, and 
had given tlicm presents to be carried to the 
king, he dismissed them. And wlien they 
were come to Alexandria, and fPtoleiny heard 

X 
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that tiity were come, ind^that the seventy ^should be requisite for their diet and way of 
elders were come also, he presently sent for living ; which thing was ordered by the king 
Andreas and Aristeus, his ambassadors, wdio after this manner ; he took care that those that 


came to him, and delivered him the epistle 
which they brought him from the high-priest, 
and made answer to all the questions he put 
to them by w’ord of mouth. He then made; 
haste to meet the elders that came from Je- j 
rusalcm for the interpretation of the laws; 
and he gave command, that every body who 
came on other occasions should be sent away, 
vhich was a thing surprising, and what he! 
<lid not use to do ; for those that were drawn | 
thither upon such occasions used to come to I 
him on tlu* hlth day, but ambassadors at the 
month’s nul. But when he had sent those | 
away, he waitetl for these that were sent by 
Eleazar ; but as the old men came in w-ith the 
presents, which the high-priest had given them 
to bring to the king, and with the membranes, 
upon which they had their laws written in 
golden letters,* he put questions to them con- 
cerning those hooks ; and when they had 
taken otf the covers wherein they were wrapt 
up, they showed him the membranes. So the 
king stood admiring the thinness of those 
membranes, and the exactness of the junc- 
tures, which could not he perceived (so ex- 
actly were they connected one with another) ; 
and this he did for a considerable time. He 1 
then said that he returned them thanks for 
coming to him, and still greater thanks to | 
him tliat sent them ; and, above all, to that 
God whose laws they appeared to be. Then | 
did the ehU rs, and those that were present 
with tlicnif cry out with one voice, and wished 
ail happiness to the king. Upon which he 
fell into tears by the violence of tiie pleasure 
he had, it being natural to men to atlord the 
same indications in great joy that they do un- 
der sorrow. And when he had bidden their 
deliver the books to those that were appointed 
to receive fhein, he saluted the men, and saitl 
that it was hut just to discourse, in the first 
place, of the errand they were sent nboiii, and 
then to address himsell' to themselves. He 
promised, however, that he would make this 
day on which they came to him remarkable 
and einiiuot every year llirough the whole 
course i)f his life ; for their coming to him, 


belonged to every city, which did not use the 
same way of living, that all things should be 
prepared for them according to the custom of 
those that came to him, tliat, being feastea 
according to the usual method of their own 
way of liy ing, they might be the better pleased, 
and might not be uneasy at any thing done 
to them from w hich they w ere naturally averse. 
And this ivas now' done in the case of these 
men by Dorotheiis, who w-as put into ihis of- 
fice because of his gieat skill in such matters 
belonging to commo.i life ; for he took care 
of all sucli matters as concerned the reception 
of strangers, and appointed them double seats 
for them to sit on, according us the king had 
commanded him to do ; for he had command, 
ed that half of their seats should be set at his 
right hand, and the other half behind his tabic, 
and took care that no respect should be omit- 
ted that could be shown them. Anil win 
they were thus set down, he hid Dorotheus to 
minister to all those that were come to him 
from Judea, after the manner they used to he 
ministered to : for which cause he sent away 
their sacred heralds, and those that slew ihe 
sacrifices, and the rest that used to say grace : 
but called to one of those that were come to him, 
whose name was Kleazar, w ho was a priest, 
and desired him to say grace ;f wlio then 
stood in the midst of them, and prayed, that 
all piosperily might attend the king, and those 
that Were his subjects. Upon which an ac- 
clamation was made by the whole company, 
with joy and a gieat noise; and when that 
I was over, they fell to eating their supper, anil 
I to the enjoyment of what was set before tiu ni. 

I And at a little interval afterward, alien the 
king thought a suflicieiit time had been inter- 
posed, he began to talk philosopliitally m 
them, and he asked every one of them a phi- 
j losophical ipiestion,^ and such a one as might 
give light in those inquiries; and when liny 
imd explained all the problems that had been 
proposed by the king about every point, he 
was well pleased with their answers. Tins 
took up the tw'elve days in which they were 
treated ; and he that pleases may learn the 


and the victory which he gained over Aufigo- particular questions in that book of Aristens, 


nus by sea, proveil to fie on tlie very same 
day. He also gave orders that they should 
sup with him ; and gave it in charge that 
they should have excellent lodgings provided 
for them in the upper part of the city. 

12. Now he that was appointed to lake care 
of the reception of strangers, Nicanor by 
name, called for Dorotheus, whose duty it 
was to make provision for them, and haile 
him prepare for ev ry one of them what 


w hich he wrote on this very occasion. 

1.^. And while not the Uog only, bet 

t Thi.s is the ino<l ancient example I have 
of a grace, or short prayer, or tnanksgiviiig, 
meat ; which, as it is used to lie said by a heathen ‘ ’ 
w fw now said by Eleazar, a Jewish priest, who , I 
! of those seventy-two interpreters. The next F .. 
have met with is that of the Kssenes (Of the war. • 
ch. viii, sect. A), both before and after it; 

.‘•ii.iour before it (Mark viii, 6; John 
and St. Paul, Acts xxvii, 3.5); and a .ur* fifth 
a grace or iirayer for Christians, at the end oi 
tiook of the Apostolical alut 

have been intended for lioth times, botli bcfori. an 


* The taJmudwti say. that it is not lawful to write ter meat. , , , 

the law in letusTs of gold, ermfrar', to this certain and ^ They were rather politicai questions am . 
very ^neient b'Xattiple. see ihuisf r \;u»i Hyland's notes i tending to the gomi and rebgioiii govemint 
her.. W ■ kind. 
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philosopher Menedemus also, admired them, ; continue in the state it now was, and might 
and said, that all things were governed by not be altered. And when they all coin- 
Providence, and that it was probable that mended that determination of theirs, they 
thence it was tliat such force or beauty was enjoined, that if any one observed either any 
discovered in these men’s words,— they then thing superfluous, or any thing omitted, that 
left off asking any more questions. But the he would take a view of it again, and have it 
king said that he had gained very great ad- laid before them, and corrected; which was a 
vantages by their coming, for that he had re- wise action of theirs, that when the thing war 
ceived this profit from them, that he had learn- judged to have been well done, it might con- 
ed how he ought to rule his subjects. And tinue for ever. 

he gave order that they should have every one 14. So the king rejoiced when he saw that 
three talents given them ; and that those that his design of this nature was brought to per- 
were to conduct them to their lodging should fection, to so great advantage ; and he was 
do it. Accordingly, when three days were chiefly delighted with hearing the laws read 
over, Demetrius took them, and went over the to him ; and was astonished at the deep mean- 
rausevvay seven furlongs long : it was a bank ing and wisdom of the legislator. And he 
in the sea to an island. And when they had . began to discourse with Demetrius, “ How 
gone over the bridge, he proceeded to the it came to pass that, when this legislation was 
northern parts, and showed them where they so wonderful, no one, eitlier of the poets or of 
should incet, which was in a house that was the historians had made mention of it.” 
built near the shore, and was a (juict place, Demetrius made answer, ^Hhat no one durst be 
and fit for tbeir discoursing togetlier about so bold as to touch upon the description of 
tlieir work. When ho had brought them these laws, because they were divine and ve- 
thither, he entreated them (now they had all nerable, and because some that had attempted 
ihings about them which tiicy wanted for it were afflicted by tiod.” — He also told him, 
the interpretation of their law), that they that “ Theopoinpus was desirous of writing 
would suffer nothing to interrupt them in somewhat about them, but was thereupon dis- 
iheir work. Accoidingly, they made an ac- turbed in his mind for above thirty days’ 
curate interpretation, with great zeal and great time ; and upon some intermission of his dis- 
pains ; and tins they continued to do till the temper, he appeased God [by praycrl, as sus.. 
ninth hour of the day ; after which time they pectiiig that his madness proceeded from that 
relaxed and took care of their boily, while cause.” Nay, indeed, he further saw in a 
their food was provided for them in great dream, that his distemper befel hirn while he 
plenty : besides, Dorotheas, at the king’s indulged too great a curiosity about divine 
command, brought them a great deal of what matters, and v\’as desirous of publishing them 
was provided for the king himself. Butin among common men; but when he left off 
ihc morning fhey came to the court, and sa- that attempt, he recovered his understanding 
luted Ptolemy, an 'i then went away to tlieir again. Moreover, he informed him of Theo- 
foriner place, where, when they had washed dectes, the tragic poet, concerning whom it 
their hands,* and purified themselves, they was reported, that when in a certain dramatic 
betook thomselvcs to the interpretation of the representation, he was desirous to make men- 
laws. Now when the law was transcribed, tion of things that were coniaincd in the sa- 
and the labour of interpretation was over, cred books, ho was afflicted with a darkness 
wliich came to its conclusi n in seventy-two in his eyes; and that upon his being con- 
tlays, Ueinetrius gathered all the Jews toge- scious of the occasion of his distemper, and 
thcr to the place wffjcrc the laws w-ere trans- appeasing God [by prayer], he was freed from 
laled, and where the interpreters were, and that affliction. 

rtMtl them over. The multitude did also ap- 15. And when the king had received these 
prove of those elders tliat were the interpret- books from Demetrius, as W’e liave said al- 
t^^rs of the law. They withal commended ready, he adored them ; and gave order, that 
Bomcti ius for his proposal, as the inventor of great care should be taken of them, that they 
"hat was greatly for their happiness; and they might remain iincorrupled. He also desired 
'lesired that he wpiild give leave to thei^* rul- that the interpreters would come often to him 
i rs also to read the law. Moreover they all, out of Judea, and that both on account of the 
both the priests and the ancientest of the el. respects that he would pay them, and on ao- 
ers, and the principal men of their common- count of the presents he would make thorn ; 
"cakh, made it their request, that since the in- for he said, it was now but just to send them 
tcrpretaiion was happily finished, it niight away, although if, of their own accord, they 

would come to him hereafter, they should ob • 
lain all that their own wisdom miglit justly 
require, and what his generosity was able to 
give them. So he sent them away, and gave to 
every one of them three garments of the l>est 
sort, and two talents of gold, and a cup of 
tl’€ value of one talent, and the furniture of 


In pvihficalion of Die iiitcriiretcr», V)y waahin 

and praycni lo t#od every momini; 

with ^howt translating, may be compare 

coeni r Apostle, In the H( 

3 w h ^ b. iv. ch. iii, ana V, vh. xxxvi 

which of the Proseticha', or of prayc 

Of which near the sea or rivers aia 

‘GUxvi Antiq. U. xiv, ch, x, sect. 82; ar 
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the room wherein they were feasted. And 
these were the things he presented to them. 
But by them he sent to Eleazar the high-priest 
ten beds, with feet of silver, and the furniture 
to them belonging, and a cup of the value 
of thirty talents ; and besides these, ten gar- 
ments, and purple, and a very beautiful crown, 
and a hundred pieces of the finest woven 
linen ; as also vials and dishes, and vessels for 
Douring, and two golden cisterns, to be dedi- 
cated to God. He also desired him, by an 
epistle, that he would give these interpreters 
leave, if any of them were desirous, of com- 
ing to him ; because he highly valued a con- 
versation with men of such learning, and 
should be very willing to lay out his wealth 
upon such men. — And this was what came to 
the Jews, and was much to their glory and 
honour, from Ptolemy Philadelphus. 


CHAPTER III, 

HOW THK KINGS OF ASIA HONOURED THE NA- 
TION OF THE JEWS, AND MADE THEM CITI- 
ZENS OF THOSE CITIES WHICH THEY BUILT. 

^ 1. The Jews also obtained honours from 
the kings of Asia when they became their 
auxiliaries ; for Seleucus Nicator made them 
citizens in those cities which he built in 
Asia, and in the Lower Syria, and in the me- 
tropolis itself, Antioch ; and gave them pri- 
vileges equal to thorjo of the iVIacedoidans 
nd Greeks, who were the inhabitants, inso- 
much tliat these privileges continue to this 
very day ; an argument for which you have 
in this, liiat whereas the Jews do make use 
of oil prepared by foreigners,* they receive a 
certain sum of money from the proper oflfi- 
cers belonging to their exercises as the value 
of that oil ; Mhich money, when the people of 
Antioch would have deprived them of, in the 
last war, Mucianus, wlio was then president 
of Syria, preserved it to tlieni. And when 
the people of Alexandria and of Antioch did 
after that, at the time that Vespasian and 
Titus liis son, governed the habitable earth, 
pray that these privileges of citizens might be 
taken away, they did not obtain their request. 
In which bcliaviour any one may discern the 
equity and generosity of the Romans, f espe- 

• The use of oil was much greater, and (he donatives 
of it hi'ich more valuable, in Judea, anfl the neighbour- 
ing countries, than it is amongst us. It was also. In the 
days of Josephus, thought unlawful for Jew’s to make 
use of any oil that was prepared by licathens, jHirhaps 
on account of some superstitions .ntennixed with Its 
preparation by tho:se heathenp. When,, therefore, the 
heathens were U> make them a donative of oil, they 
'paid them money instead of iU See, »jf the War, b- iJ, 
eh. xxi, sect. 2: the f.ife of Josephus, sect. 15; and 
Hudsrrn’s note on ilic place- tyfou- us. 

t This, and the like and just characters, of the 
fuatioe, and e luity, and coneTi>sitv of the old Homans, 
both to the Jews and other eoa .in r«J nations, .iflbrds 
os a very g<xxl reason why Alinighi> tio<b u|»on the re- 
ioction or lbe lews for their wickedness, chose them for 
hia peoph, mb*: first established Ctir -tianity in that em- 
pire Of iR^h matter, sec Jose^ihus iiere, sect, a ; as 
•Uo Antlq» h *iv, ch* x, ai , z5 ; b. avI, ch. 2, sect. 1. 
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daily of Vespasian and Titus, who, although 
they had been at a great deal of pains in the 
war against the Jews, and were exasperated 
against them, because they did not delivei up 
their weapons to them, but continued the war 
to the very last, yet did not they take away 
any of their forementioned privileges belong, 
ing to them as citizens, but restrained their 
anger, and overcame the prayers of the Alex- 
andrians and Antiochians, who were a very 
powerful people, insomuch that they did not 
yield to them, neither out of their favour 
to these people, nor out of their old grudge 
at those whose wicked o])position they had 
subdued in the war; nor would they alter 
any of the ancient favours granted to tlie 
Jews, but said, that tliose who had borne 
arms against them, and fought them, had 
suffered punishment already, and that it was 
not just to deprive those that had not offend- 
ed of the privileges they enjoyed. 

2. We also know that Marcus Agrippa was 
of the like disposition towards the Jews : foi 
when the people of Ionia were very angry at 
them, and besought Agrippa, that they, and 
they only, might have those privileges of citi- 
zens which Antioelnis, the grandson of Sc- 
leucus (who by the Greeks was called The 
lJutl)y had besto\^ ud on them ; and riesired 
that, if the Jews were to be joint-partakers 
Avith them, tl)ey might be obliged to worship 
the gods they themselves worshipped ; but 
when these matters were brought to trial, the 
Jews prevailed, and obtained leave to make 
use of their own customs, and this under the 
patronage of Nicolaus of Dama-^cus ; for 
Agrippa gave sentence, that he could not in- 
novate. And if any one hath a mind to know 
this matter accurately, let him peruse the 
hundred and twenty-third and hundred and 
twenty-fourth books of the history of this 
Niccfiuus. Now, as to this determin.iiioti of 
Agrippa, it is not so much to be admired; 
for at that time our nation had not made war 
against the Romans. But one way well he 
astonished at the generosity of Vespasian and 
'J’ilus, that after so great wars and contests 
which they had from us, they should use 
such moderation. But I will now return to 
that part of my history whence I 
present digression. 

3. Now it happened that in the reign of 

Aritiochus the Great, whonited overall Asia* 
that the Jews, well as the inhabitants o 
Celesyria, suffered greatly, and their land wa* 
sorely harassed ; for while lie was at war wii i 
Ptolemy Philopater, and with his son, wio 
was called Epiphanes, it fell out that 
nations were equally sufferers, both 'vhen 
was beaten and when he beat the others. 
that they were very like to a ship in « ' 

which is tossed by the waves on both si 
and just thus were they in their j 

the middle between Antiochus’a prosperi y 

its change to adversity. But at leng* i 
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Antiochus had beaten Ptolemy, he seized upon 
Judea: and when Pliilopater was dead, his 
son sent out a great army under Scupas, the 
general of his forces, against the inhabitants 
of Celesyria, who took many of their cities, 
and in particular our nation ; which, when he 
fell upon them, went over to him. Yet was 
it not long afterward when Antiochus over- 
came Scopas, in a battle fought at the foun- 
tains of Jordan, and destroyed a great part of 
tiis army. But afterward, when Antiochus 
subdued those cities of Celesyria which Scopas 
had gotten into his possession, and Samaria 
with them, the Jews, of their own accord, 
went over to him, and received him into the 
city [Jerusalem], and gave plentiful provision 
to all his army, and to his elephants, and 
readily assisted him when he besieged the gar- 
rison which was in the citadel of Jerusalem. 
Wherefore Antiochus thought it but just to 
requite the .Tews’ diligence and zeal in his ser- 
vice : so lie wrote to the generals of his armies, 
and to his friends, and gave testimony to the 
good behaviour of the Jews towards him, and 
informed them what rewards he had resolved 
to bestow on tliein for tliat their behaviour. 

I will set down presently the epistles them- 
selves which l e wrote to the generals concern- 
ing them, bn* will first produce the testimony 
of I'olybius of Megalopolis; for thus docs lie 
speak, in the sixteenth book of his history : 
— “ Now Scopas, the general of Ptolemy’s 
aiTtiy, went in ha^te to tlie superior parts of 
the country, and in the w inter-time overthre 
die nation of the Jews.” He also saith, in 
the same book, that “ when Scopas was con- 
quered by Antiochus, Antiochus received 
Hatanea and Samaria, and Abila and Gadara; 
and that, a while afterwards, there came in to 
him those Jews that inhabited near that tem- 
ple w hich was called Jerusalem ; concerning 
which, although I have more to say, and par- 
ticularly coneerning the presence of Goil about 
that temple, yet do I put ♦-if that history till a- 
nofher opportunity.” 'fhis it is which Polybi- 
us relates ; but we will return to the series of 
the history, when w'e have first produced the 
epistles of king Antiochus. 

KING ANTIOCHUS TO PTOLEMY, SENDETH 
OUEETING. 

“ Since the Jews, upon our first entrance 
«n their country, demonstrated their I’riend- 
ship towards us ; and when we came to their 
city [ Jerusalem], received us in a s]>Ieiidid 
manner, and came to meet us with their se- 
nau>, and gave abundance of provisions to our 
soldiers, and to the elephants, and joined with 

in ejecting the garrison of the Egyptians j 
^ lat wore in tire citadel, we have thouglii fit 
to reward them, and to retriev the condition 
“ their city, which hath l>een greatly depo- 
pu atod by such accidents as have befallen its 
‘11 labitants, and to bring those that have been 
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scattered abroad back to the city ; and, in the 
first place, we have determined, on account of 
their piety towards God, to bestow on them, 
as a pension, for their sacrifices of animals 
that are fit for sacrifice, for wine and oil, and 
frankincense, the value of twenty thousand 
pieces of silver, and [six] sacred artabrm of fine 
flour, with one thousand four hundred and 
sixty medimni of w'heat, and three hundred 
and seventy-five medimni of salt ; and these 
payments 1 would have fully paid them, as 1 
have sent orders to you. 1 w'ould also have 
the work about the temple finished, and the 
cloisters, and if there be any thing else that 
ought to be rebuilt ; and for the ruaterials of 
wood, let it be brought them out of Judea 
itself, and out of the other countries, and out 
jf Libauus, tax-free ; and the same I w ould 
iiavc observed as to those other materials 
which will be necessary, in order to render 
the temple more glorious ; and let all of that 
nation live according to the laws of their own 
country ; and let the senate and the priests, 
and the scribes of the temple, and the sacred 
angers, be discharged from poll money and 
the crow'ii-tax, and other taxes also ; and that 
the city may the sooner recover its inhabitants, 

I grant a discharge from taxes for three years 
to its present inhabitants, and to such as shall 
come to it, until tlie month llypcrberetus. 
We also discharge them for the future from 
u tiiird part of their taxes, that the losses they 
have sustained may be repaired ; and all those 
citizens that have been carried away, and are 
become slaves, we grant them and their chil- 
dren their freedom ; and give order that tlteir 
substance be restored to them. ” 

4. And these were the contents of this 
epistle. He also published a decree, through 
all his kingdom, in honour of the temple, 
which contained what follows “ It shall be 
law'ful for no foreigner to come w-ithiii the 
limits of the temple round about ; which 
thing is forbidden also to the Jews, unless 
to those who, according to their own custom, 
have piuificd tliemselves. Nor let any fiesh 
of horses, or of mules, or of asses, be brought 
into the city, whether they be wihl or tame; 
nor that of leopards, or foxes, or hares; and, in 
general, that of any animal which is forbidden 
for the Jews to eat. Nor let their skins be 
brought intuit; nor let any such animal be 
bred up in the city. Let them only be per- 
mitted to use the sacrifices derived from tluir 
forefathers, with which they have been oblig. 
ed to make acceptable atonements to God. 
And he that transgresseth any of tliese or- 
ders, let him pay to the ]vriests three thousand 
drachma? of silver.” Moreover, this Antio^ 
chiis bare testimony to our piety and fidelity, 
in an epistle of his, written when he was in- 
formed of a sedition in l^hrygia and Lydia, 
at which time he was in the superior provinces, 
wherein he comaiaiided Zeuxis, the general 
of Ids forces, and ats most intimate friend^ to 
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send some of our nation out of Babylon into 
Piirygia. The epistle was this 

** KING ANTIOCHUS TO ZKUXIS, HIS FATHER, 
SENDETH GREETING. 

‘‘If you arc in health, it is well. I also 
am in healtli. Having l)een informed that 
a sedition is arisen in Lydia and Plirygi.i, I 
thought that matter required great care; and 
upon advising with my friends what was fit to 
be done, it hath been thought proper to re- 
move two thousand families of Jew's, with 
their eU'eets, out of Mesopotamia and Baby- 
lon, unto the castles and places that lie most 
convenient; for ] am persuaded that they will 
f)e well-disposed gtsardians of our ])ossessioiis, 
because of their piety towards God, and be- 
cause I know that my predecessors have borne 
witness to them that they are faithful, and 
with alacrity do what they are desired to do. 

I will, therefore, though it be a laborious 
work, that tijou remove these .Jews ; under a 
promise, that they shall be permitted to use j 
their own laws: and when thou shall have • 
brouglil them to the places torcir 
thou shall give every one. of their families a 
place for building their houses, and a portion 
of land fir their husbandry, and for the plan- 
tation of their vines ; and tliou shall discharge 
them from j^aying taxes of the fruits of the 
earth for te « ; and let them have a pro- 

per quantity of wheat lor the maintenance of 
their servants, until titey receive bread-corn 
out of the eartlj ; also let a sullicient share be 
given to such as minister to them in tlie ne- 
cessaries of life, that i)y enjoying the effects 
of our humanity, they may sliow themselves 
the ino.e willing and rca<Iy ahout otir affairs. 
Take care likewise of that nation, as far as 
thou art able, that they may m»t have any dis- 
turbance given them by any one.” Now these 
tehtimonial>., which 1 have produced, are suf- 
ficient to declare the: frieiulbliip that Antiochus 
the Great bare to the Jews. 


paid the same to the [two] kings. Now at 
this time the Samaritans were in a flourishing 
condition, and much distressed the Jews, cut- 
ting off parts of their land, and carrying off 
slaves. This happened when Onias was 
high-priest ; for after Eleazar’s death, his 
uncle Mnnasseh took the priest-hood, and 
after he had ended his life, Onias received 
that dignity. He was the son of Simon, W'ho 
was called T/tc Juat ; w hich Simon was the 
brother of Kleazar, as I said liefore. This 
Onias was one of a little soul, and a great 
lover of money ; and for that reason, because 
he did not pay that tax of twenty talents of 
silver, wJiicli his forefathers paid to the.se 
kings, out of tlieir own estate.s, he provoked 
king Ptolemy Em er, who was 

the fatlier of Philopaier. Energetes sent an 
ambassador to Jerusalem, and complained 
that Onias did not pay bis taxes, and threat- 
ened, that if be did not receive them, ht 
would seize upon their land, and send sol- 
diers to live upon it. Wlicn tlie Jews heard 
this message of the king, they were eontbmul- 
ed ; bill so sordidly covetous was Onias, that 
nothing of this nature made him ashamed. 

!2. There was now' one Joseph, young in 
age, but of great reputation among the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem, for gravity, jirucleiice, and 
justice. Hi> fatlier's name was Tobias; and 
his mother was the sister of Onias the high- 
priest, who informed him of the corning of 
the ambassador; foi he was then sojourning 
at a village named Phieoi,* w here he was horn. 
Hereupon he came to iJie city [.Jerusalefn],an(l 
repiuved Onias for not taking care of the jav- 
servation of his countrymen, Init bringing the 
nation into dangers, by not paying thisnuuny. 
For which preservation of them, he told hiiiihf 
I had received the authority over them, and In.il 
I been made bigh-priest ; but that, in ca^e lie 
was so great a lover of money, as to endure 
to see hi ^ country in danger on that account, 
and his countrymen Miller the greatest d.i- 
mages, he advised him to go to the king, and 
petition him to remit either the wlndc or a 


CHAPIEU IV, 

HOW ANTIOCHI’S .MAIJE A LEAGUE WITH Pl'O- 
LEMV; and HOW ONJAS PIlOVOKEI) FI’O - 
I.EMY Kl’LIlGET];fc TO ANGER ; AND HOW' JO- 
SEI’Il DROUGHT Al.t. THINGS RIGHT AGAIN, 
ANI> ENTERED INTO I DIENDSHIP WITH HIM ; 
AND WHAT O'lHEU THINGS WERE DONE BV 
JOSEPH, and his SON HYUCANUS. 

§ 1. A ITER this .^ntiochus made a friend- 
ship and a league wdth Ptolemy, and gave 
him his daugfiter Cleopatra to wife, and 
yielded up to him t^desyria, and Samaria, 
and Judea, and J'hreitici/i, by way of dowry; 
and upon the division of ih between 

llie two king‘d, all the principal men framed 
the taxes of iheir several cou mmcs, and col- 
lerting the sum that c> settled for them, 


part of the sum demanded. Otiias’.s answer 
was this :—'rhai he did not care for lii.s au- 
thority, and that he was ready, if the tiung 
were ]>r.iclicable, to lay down his liigli-pricst 
liuod ; and that he woulfl not go to the king, 
because he troubled not liiinself at all about 
such matters. Jo.sejdi then asked him if 
would not give him leave to go ambassador 
oil behalf of the nation; he replied, that lie 

, wouhl give him leave. Upon which Joseph 
I went up into the temple, and called the mul- 
titude together to a congregation, and exhort- 
ed them not to be disturbed norafiTrigldcd, he* 
cause of bis uncle Onias’s carelessness, m 

♦ The name of this place, Phicol, 


» inenameoi ini» piace, i-oicui, , ji, 

with that of the chief twiptaiii of Abimelech s 
Hie clays of Abraham (Gen. \xl, 22), aatl might J 

hi the place of that I^hiiol’a nativity or awue * ‘ ^ 

M-c.-ms to liavc been In the south part of i * 
that wi 
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ilesired them to be at rest, and not terrify 
themselves with fear about it; for he pro- 
mised them that he would be their ambassa- 
dor to the king, and persuade liim that tiiey 
had done him no wrong ; and when the mul- 
titude heard this, they returned thanks to Jo- 
seph. So he went down from the temple, 
and treated Ptolemy’s ambassador in an hos- 
pitable manner. He also presented him with 
rich gifts, and feasted him magnificently for 
tunny days, and then sent him to the king 
before him, and told him that he would soon 
follow him; for he was now more willing to 
go to the king, by the encouragement of the 
ambassador, who earnestly persuaded him to 
contje into Egypt, and promised him that he 
would take care that he should obtain every 
thing that he desired of Ptolemy ; for he was ■ 
highly pleased with his frank and liberal 
temper, and with the gravity of his deport- 
ment. 


man, the king was so delighted, that he began 
already, as though he had had long experience 
of him, to have a still greater aflection for 
him, insomuch that he bade him take his diet 
ill the king’s palace, and be a guest at his own 
table every day ; but when the king was come 
to Alexandria, the principal men of Syria saw 
him sitting wnth the king, and were much of- 
fended at it. 

4. And when the day came on which the 
king was to let the taxes of the cities to fai-m, 
and those that were the principal men of dig- 
nity in their several countries were to bid for 
them, the sum of the taxes together, of Cele- 
syria and Plioenicia, and Judea, with Samaria 
[as tJicy were bidden for], came to eight thou- 
sand talents. Hereupon Joseph accused the 
bidders, as having agreed together to estimate 
the value of the taxes at too low a rate ; and 
ho promised that he would himself give twice 
as much for them ; but for those who did not 


3. When Ptolemy’s ambassador was conic 
into Egypt, he told the kiirg of tlie thought- 
less temper of Onias ; and informed him of; 
the goodness of the disposition of Joseph ;| 
id that he was coming to him, to excuse the 
imiltitude, as not having done him any harm, 
for tliat he w'a« tlieir patron. In short, he 
was so very lu'ge in liis cricoiniiims upon the 
young man, that lie disposed both tlie king 
and hU wife Cleopatra to have a kindness for 
liiin before be came. So Joseph sent to bis 
friends at Samaria, and borrowed money of 
them ; and got ready what was necessary for 
his journey, garments aiul cups, and beasts 
for burden, which amonnted to about twenty 
thousand drachma*, anti went to Alexandria. 
Nowit haiipenetl v itat tliis time all the prin- 
cipal men and rulers we.it iiji out of the cities 
of Syria and Pliwnicia, t.i bid for their taxes; 
for every year the king sold them to the men 
of the greatest power in every city. So these 
Joseph join neyiog on the way, and 
lauglied at him for his i-ow rty and meanness; 
but when he came to Alexandria, and heard 
I'lat king Ptolemy was at Mem pin's, he w ent 
up tliitlier to meet with him ; wliicii hajipened 
i the king was sitting »n his chariot, with hif- 
wife, and with his friend Alhenioii, who was 
the very person who had been ambassador at Je- 
rusalem, and had been entertained by Joseph. 
As soon tlierefore as Alhenion saw' him, he 
presently made him known to the king, how 
good and generous a young man he was. 
ho Ptolemy saluted him first, and desired him 
to conn; up into his chariot ; and as Joseph 
sat there, he began to coinjilain of the ma- 
nagement of Onias ; to which be answered, 
“ forgive him, on account of his age; for 
tjjou canst not certainly be unacquainted w ith 
dns, that old men and infants have their minds 
exactly alike ; but thou shalt liave from us, 
are young men, every thing thou desire.st, 
cause to complain.” With 
J^ood humonr and pleasantry of the young 


pay, he woultl send the king home their whole 
substance ; for this privilege was sold toge- 
ther with the taxes themselves. The king 
was pleased to bear that otter ; and, because 
it augmented his revenues, he said he would 
confirm the sale of the taxes to him ; but when 
i be asked him ibis question, whether he had 
j any sureties that would be bound for the pay- 
' inent of the money, be answered very plea- 
I santly, “ I w ill give such security, ami those 
; of persons good and resjionsible, and which 
you shall have no reason to distrust :” and 
when he bade liirn name them, who they were, 
be replied, 1 give tliee no other persons, O 
king, for my sureties, than thyself, and this 
thy wife; and you sliall be security for boll) 
parties.” So J’tolemy laii; ‘tl at the proposal, 
and granted him the fai of the taxes with- 
out any sureties This procedure was 
sore grief to those that came from the cities 
into Egypt, who were utterly disappointed ; 
jatul they returned every one to their own 
• country with shame. 

[ .*». Hut Joseph took with him two thousand 

I foot-soldiers from the king, for he desired he 
I might have some assisUince, in order to force 
such as were refractory in the cities to pay. 
And borrowing of the king’s friends at Alex- 
andria five hundred talents, he made haste 
back into Syria. And when he was at Askelon, 
and demanded the taxes of the people of Aske- 
lon, they refused to pay any thing, and 
afi’roiited him also: upon which he seized 
upon about twenty of the principal men, and 
slew them, and gathered what they had toge- 
ther, and sent it all to the king ; and informed 
him what he had done. Ptolemy admired the 
prudent conduct of the iniin, and commended 
him for what he had done ; and gave him 
leave to do as he pleased. When the Syrian* 
heard of this, they were astonished ; and hav- 
ing befoic them a sad example in the men of 
Askelon that were slain, tliey openetl their 
gates, and willingly admitted Joseph, and 
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fheir taxes. And when the inhabitants of Scy- 
thopolis attempted to adVont him, and ^^ould 
not pay him those tax€» which they formerly 
used to pay, without disputing alM>iit them, he 
slew also the principal men of that city, and 
sent their eflccts to the king. By this means 
he gathered great wealth together, and made 
vast gains by this fanning of the taxes; and 
he made use of what estate ho had thus gotten, 
in order to support his authority, as thinking 
it a piece of prudence to keep what hfid been 
the occasion and foundation of his present 
good fortune; and this lie did by the assist- 
ance of what he was already possessed of, for 
he privately sent many presents to the king, 
and to Cleopatra, ami to their friends, and to 
all that were powerful about the court, and 
thereby purchased their good-will to himself. 

6. This good fortune he enjoyed for twen- 
ty-two years ; and was become the father of 
seven sons by one wife ; he had also another 
son, whose name was Hyrcamis, by Iiis bro- 
ther Solymixis's daughter, whom he married 
on the following occasion, lie once came 
to Alexandria with his brother, w lut had along 
with him a daughter already marriageable, in 
order to give her in wedlock to some of the 
Jews of chief dignity there, lie then supped 
with the king, and falling in love with an ac- 
tress that was of great beauty, axul came into 
the roORi where they feasted, he told his bro- 
ther of it, and entreated him, because a Jew 
is forbidden by their law' to come near to a 
foreigner, to conceal bis offence, and to be 
kind and subservient to him, and to give him 
ui opportunity of fulfilling his desires. Upon 
'wliicli his brother willingly entertained (he 
proposal of serving him, and adorned his own 
daughter, and brought her to him by night, 
and put her into bis bed. And Joseph being 
disordered witli drink, knew not who slie was, 
and so lay with his brother’s daughter ; and 
this did he many times, anti loved her ex- 
ceedingly ; and said to his brother, that he 
loved this actress so well, that he should run 
the hazard of his life [if he must part with 
her], and yet probably the king would not 
give him leave [to take her with him]. Uni 
his brother ba-.ie him he in no concern about 
that matter, and told him he might enjoy her 
whom he loved without any danger, and 
might have her for his wife ; and opened the 
truth of the matter to him, and assured him 
that he chose rather to have his own daughter 
abused, than to overlook him, and .iCe him 
come to []uiblic] disgrace. S<» Joseph conv 
mended him for this his brotherly love, and 
married his daughter; and by her begat a son 
whose nannc was Ilyrcanus, as we saitl before. 
And when this his yomige*Jt fon showed, at 
thirteen years old, a mind that -.as both cou- 
rageous and wise, and was g. ; ’Ty envied by 
his bret^n, ns being of agej.ins much above 
IlHSn, nndi iUeli a one as they well envy, 

Jimpb had once a mi ml to ki.ow which of, 


OF THE JEWS. 

his sons had the best disposition to virtue; 
and w'lien he sent them severally to those that 
bad then the best reputation for instructing 
youth, the rest of his children, by reason of 
their sloth, and unwillingness to take pains, 
returned to him foolish and unlearned. Af- 
ter them he sent out the youngest, Hyreanus, 
and gave him three hundred yoke of oxen, 
and bid him go two days’ journey into the 
wilderness, and sow the land there, and yet 
kept back privately the yokes of the oxen that 
coupled them together. When Hyreanus 
came to the place, and found he had no yokes 
with him, be contemned the drivers of the 
oxen, who advised him to send some to his 
father, to bring them some yokes; but he 
thinking that he ought not to lose liis time 
while they should be sent to bring him tlie 
yokes, be invented a kind of stratagem, and 
wb.at suited an age elder than his ow n ; A^r 
he slew ten yoke of the oxen, and distributed 
their Hesh among the lahoiirers, and cut their 
hides into several pieces, and made him yokes, 
and yoked the oxen together with them ; by 
which means he so\ve<l as inueh land as liis 
father had appointed him to sow, and return 
ed to him. Anti when he w'as come back, liis 
father was mightily pleased with his sagacity, 
and commended the sharpness of his under- 
standing, and his boldness in wdiat he did. 
And he still loved him the more, as if ho 
were his only genuine son, while his brethren 
were inucli troubled at it. 

7. But when one told him that Ptolemy 
bad a son just born, and that all the principal 
men of Syria, and the other countries subject 
to him, were to keep a festival on accoiinl of 
the child’s birth-day, luid went away in lia>'te 
with great retinues to Alexandria, lie was him- 
self indeed hindered from going by old a^-e ; 
but he made trial of bis sons, whether any 
of them would be willing to go to the kinii. 
And when the elder sons excused tfieinselvi'i 
from going, and said they wcfiv not courtiers 
good enough for such cottversation, and ad- 
vised him to send tlieir brother Hyreanus, he 
gladly hearkened to that advice, and called 
Hyreanus, and asked him, whether he would 
go to the king ; and whether it was agreeable 
to him to go or not. And upon his pioiniM* 
that he would go, and his saying that he 
should not want much money for his journey, 
because be would live moderately, and tliat 
ten thousand drachmai would be sufficient, he 
was pleased with bis son’s prudence. Alter 
a little while, the son advised his father not 
to send his presents to the king from thence, 
but to give him a letter to bis steward a 
Alexandria, that be might furnish lum 
money, for jiurchasing what should be mos 
excellent and most precious. So he thin u'S 
that the expense of ten talents would be 
for presents to be made to the king, ' 

mending his son, as giving him good aclvit . 
wrote to Arion his steward, that manage 
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lijs money matters at Alexandria; which mo-| a talent apiece; as also he bought a hundred 
ney was not thah three thousand talents maidens, each at the same price as the other, 
on his account, for Joseph sent the money he And when he was invited to feast with the 
received in Syria to Alexandria, And when king among the principal men of the country, 
the day appointed for the payment of the he sat down the lowest of them all, because 
taxes to the king came, he wrote to Arion to he was little regarded, as a child in age still ; 
pay them. So when the son had asked his and this by those who placed every one ac- 
father for a letter to this steward, and had re- cording to their dignity. Now w hen all those 
ccived it, he made haste to Alexandria. And that sat with him had laid the bones of the 
when he was gone, bis brethren wTote to all the several parts in a heap before Hyreanus Jfor 
king*s friends, that they ehould destroy him. they had themselves taken away the flesh be- 
8 , But when he was come to Alexandria, longing to them), till the table where he sat was 
he delivered his letter to Arion, who asked filledfull with them. Try pho, who was the king’s 
him how many talents he would have (hoping jester, and was appointed for jokes and laugh, 
he would ask for no more than ten, or a little ter at festivals, was now asked by the guests 
more); he said, he wanted a thousand ta- that satat the tabic [to expose him to laughter], 
lents. At which the steward was angry, and So he stood by the king, and .said, ** Dost thou 
rebuked him, as one that intended to live ex- not see, my lord, the bones that lie by Hyr- 
travagantly; and he let him know* how' his fa- caniis? by this similitude thou mayest con- 
thcr had gathered together his estate by pains- jeeture that his fatlier made all Syria as bare 
taking and resisting his inclinations, and as he hath made these bones.” And the king 
wished him to imitate the example of his fa- laughing at what Trypho said, and asking of 
ther : he assured him withal, that he would Ilyrcaiuis, How he came to have so many 
give him but teti talents, and that for a pre- bones before him ? he replied, “ Very right- 
sent to the king also. The son was irritated fully, my lord ; for they arc dogs that eat the 
at this, and tlirew Arion Into prison. But flesh and the bones together, as tliese thy guests 
when Arion’s wife Lad informed Cleopatra of have done (looking in the mean time at those 
this, with lier intreaty, that she w’ould rebuki guests), for there is nothing before them; but 
the child for what lie had done (for Arion was tliey are men that eat the flesh, and cast away 
in great esteem with her), Cleopatra informed the bones, as 1 , who am also a man, have now 
the king of it. And Ptolemy sent for Hyr- done.” Upon which the king admired at his 
canus, and told him that he wondered, when answer, which was so wisely made ; and bade 
lie was sent to him by ids father, that he had them all make an acclamation, as a mark of 
not yet come into his presence, but had laid their approbation of his jest, which W’as truly a 
the steward in prison. And he gave order, facetious one. On the next day Hy rear. us 
therefore, that he should come to him, and went to every one of the king’s friends, and 
give an account ot the reason of what he had | of the men powerful at court, and saluted 
ilone. And Ihoy repor*. that the answer he them; but still inquired of the servants what 
made to the king’s me.ssenger was this: Thai present they wouhl make the king on his son’s 
“ there was a law of his tliat forbade a child birth-day ; and when some said that they 
that was horn to taste of the sacrifice, before would give twelve talents, and that others of 
he had been at tlie temple and sacrificed to greater dignity would every one give accord- 
God. .According to wliici way of reasoning, ing to the quantity of tlieir riclics, be pretend- 
he did not himself come to him in expectation ed to every one of tliem to be grieved that he 
of the present he was to make to him, as to was not able to bring so large .a present; for that 
one who had been his father’s benefactor ; and lie had no more than five talents. ^ And when 
that he had punished the slave for disobeying jthe servants heard what he said, they told their 
his commands, for that it mattered not wdic- masters ; and they rejoiced in the prospect 
tiler a master was little cr great : so that 1111- that Joseph wouhl be disaiqirovcd, and would 
loss we punish such as these, thou thyself make the king angry, by the smallness of his 
nayest also expect to be despised by thy sub- present. When the day came, the others, oven 
Joels Upon hearing this his answer, befell those that brought the most, oflered the king 
adanghing, and wondered at the great soul not above twenty talents ; but Hyreanus gave 
tile child. to every one of the hundred boys and hundred 

9 . When Arion was apprised that thi.s was inaiden.s that he had bought a talent apiece, 
the king’s disposition, and that he had no way for them to carry, and introduced them, the 
to help himself, he gave the child a tliousaiid boys to the king, and the maidens to Cleo- 
tiilents, and was let out of prison. So after patra : every body wondering at the unexpect- 
three days were over, Hyreanus came and ed richness of the presents, even the king 
saluted the king and queen. They saw him and queen themselves. He also presented 
'^>th pleasure, and feasted him in an obliging those that attended about the king with gifts 
o^anner, out of the respect they bare to his to the value of a great number of ulents, 
athor. So became to the merchuntb privately, that he might escape the danger he was in 
an bought a hundred boys, that had learning, from them; for to these it was that Hyrca* 
were in the (k^wer of their ages, each at nus*s brethren havi written to destroy him. 
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Now Ptolemy admired at the young man*s 
magnanimity, and commanded him to ask 
what gift he pleased. But lie desired nothing 
else to be done for him by the king than to 
write to his father and brethren about him. 
So when the king had paid him very great re~ 
spects, and had given him very large gifts, and 
had written to his father and his brethren, and 
all his commanders and officers, about him, he 
sent him away. But when his bretliren heard 


who are our brethren, should send to us about 
any of your concerns as you please. We will 
also do the same thing, and esteem your coiu 
corns as our own, and will look upon our 
concerns as in common with yours. Demo 
toles, who brings you this letter, will brin{r 
your answer back to us. This letter is foui 
square ; and the seal is an eagle, with a dra • 
gon in his claws.” 

1 1. And these were the contents of th«( 


that Hyreanus had received such favours from 
the king, and was returning home witii great 
honour, they went out to meet him, and to 
destroy him, and (hat with the privity of their 
father : for he was angry at him for the [large] 
sum of money that he bestowed for presents, 
and so laid no concern for his preservation. 
However, Joseph concealed the anger he had 
at his son, out of fear of the king. And 
vvlieu Hyreanus’s brethren came to fight him, 
he slew many others of those that were with 
them, as also two of his brethren tliemselvcs; 
hut the rest of them escaped to Jerusalem to 
their father. But when ilyreanus came to 
the city, w'here nohudy would receive liiin, he 
was afraid for liimself, and retired beyond 
the river Jordan, and there abode ; but oblig- 
ing the Barbarians to pay their taxes. 

10. At this time Seleucus, who was called 
Soier, reigned over Asia, being t!ie son of 
Antiochus the Groat. And [now] Hyrea- 
nus’s father, Joseph, died. He was a good 
man, and of great magnanimity ; and brought 
the Jew's out of a state of poverty and mean- 
ness, to one that was more splendid. He 
retained the farm of the taxes of Syria, and 
Phoenicia, and Samaria, twenty-two years. 
His uncle also, Onias, died [about this time], 
and left the high-pricstliood to his son Simon. 
And when he was dead, Onias his son suc- 
ceeded him in that dignity. To him it was 
that Areus, king of the Lacedemonians, sent 
an emhas'.v'j go, with an epistle; tlu* copy where- 
of here follows ; — 

“ AREUS, KING Oh TlU: LAt KDI.XUJM ANS, TO 
DMAS, SKNUKTJl GUEEITNG. 


epistle which was sent from the king of tli« 
Lacedemonians. But upon the death of Jo., 
seph, the people grew' seditions, on account 
of his sons ; for w-hercas the ciders nuuie war 
against Hyrcanns, who w'as the youngest of 
Joseph’s sons, the multitude w-as divided, hu* 
the greater part joined with the ciders in tin’s 
war ; as did Simon the high-priest, by reason 
he was of kin to tlicm. However, Hyreanus 
determined not to return to Jerusalem any 
more, but .seated himself beyond Jordan, and 
was at perpetual war with the Arabians, and 
slew' many of (hem, and took many of llietn 
eajitives. He also erected a strong castle, and 
built it entirely of white stone to the ver'’ 
roof, and had animals of a prodigious in ig. 
nitude engraven ujion it. He also ilrew round 
it a great and deep canal of water. He also 
made caves of many furlongs in length, by 
hollowing a rock (hut was over -against him- 
and then he made large rooms in it, some fo» 
feasting, and some for sleeping, and living in 
He introduced also a vast quantity of waters 
which ran along it, and which were very do- 
lightful and ornamental in the court. But 
still he made tlie entrances at the mouth ot 
the caves so narrow, that no more than oiif 
person could enter by them at once. Ana 
the reason why he built them after that man- 
ner was a good one ; it was for his own pro 
servalion, lest he should he besieged by Ins 
brethren, and run (he hazard of being caught 
by them. Moreover, he built courts of greater 
magnitude thun ordinary, which he adorue'^ 
witu vastly latge gardens. And when he had 
brought the place to this state, he named it 
'Pyre. This place is between Arabia aiidJu- 
dea, beyond Jordan, not far from the country 


“ We have met with a ctrtain writing, 
w hereby we Imve discovered th it both the 
Jews and the I.acedemonians arc of one slock, 
and are derived from the kindri*d of Abia- 
ham.’* It is Init just, therefore, that you, 

* VVhcrif’c It coiik s that ttieso Lacpilurionians declare 
themselves lure h; lx; of kin to the .t( #s, as derived 
from the s;iMU' a'l. (.'slor, Ahrnhnrn, f tell, uuies.,, 

as (irntios !.u|ij>(ises, they were deiiveu iVo.-n Uie Joules, 
tliat eamcf)f ih- Uela-.gi J’hese arc, by Ifcnslotus, 
called ISarbarians; and perhaps wore derived from the 
Syrian# and Arabians, the posterity of Abraliam try 
Keturah- Ser; Aniiq. b. xiv, ^h, x, .‘cct. 2'.’ ; and Of the 
War, b. i, eh. xxvi, sect. 1 ; a». t (.rot. on 1 Mac. xil, 7. 
We may farther oLsene, from the fG < "liitloiw o; (Mt- 
menl, that Kliezcr, of Damascus, i,. ” •. .!rit of Abn- 

ham, Om. xw J, and xxiv, was of oki ny lorne taken 
for hi$ wn. So '-.Uit if the haccjlcn oniatix were sprung 
from him, they n.Jght think thomsel ,*s u, Jj, of the 
postaliy of Abraham, as wr it •♦s the Jews, who were 
siniuig 1.001 Isaac. And p> G.aps Uui Kltrzot of Da 


f Heshhon. And he ruled over those parts 
)!* seven years, even all the time that Sdcu* 
us was king of Syria. But when lie was 
cad, Ids brother Auliochus, who was called 
".piphancs, took the kingdom. Ptolemy also, 
lie king of Egypt, died, who was besides 
ailed Epiphaiies, He left two sons, am 
oth young in age; the elder of whom was 
silt'd Phiiometer, and the younger Phpcoii. 
is lor Hyreanus, when he saw that Andnc ms 

lascus IK that very Dama.vu* whom Trogua 
t abridged by Justin, makes Bte Ld 

ition itself, ihouci. he afterwards Wundcra, 

2 clu.s, Adores, Abraham, and LrMl, kioK . iniuro’ 
id suecesHirrs to this Damascus. It ju hii 

if to t.bservo farther, that Moaei . oatioo 

story of the Armenians, “*» ‘^Jbraiuun. hv 

the Parthians was also derived from Abianai 
ctiirah, and her children. 
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iiad a great army, and feared lest he should 'he**f'fore they desired his permission to build 
be caught by him, and brought to punishment !icm a Gymnasium at Jerusalem, f And 
for what he had done to tiie Arabians, he hen he liad given them leave, they also hid 
ended his life, and slew himself with his own he circumcision of their genitals, that even 
hand ; while AntioJius seized upon all his hen they were naked they might appear to 
substance. c Greeks. Accordingly, they left off all the 

ustoms that belonged to their own country, 
nd imitated the practices of the other na 
ons. 

CHAPTER V. 2. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeable 

ituation of the affairs of his kingdom, rc- 
HOW, UPON THr. QUARRELS OF THE JEWS ONE olved to make an expedition against Egypt, 
against ANOTHER ABOUT THE HIGH-PRIKST- )Oth because he had a desire to gain it, and 
HOOD, ANTIOCHUS MADE AN EXPEDITION ecause hc Contemned the son of Ptolemy, as 
AGAINST JERUSALEM, TOOK THE CITY, AND ow weak, and not yet of abilities to manage 
PILLAGED THE TEMPLE, AND DISTRESSED ffalrs of sucli consequence ; SO be Came with 
THE JEWS. AS ALSO, HOW MANY OF THE Teat forces to Peltisium, and circumvented 
JEWS FORSOOK THE LAWS OF THEIR COUN- ?tolemy Philometor by treachery, and seized 
TRY ; AND HOW THE SAMARITANS FOLLOW- pon Egypt. He then Came to the places 
ED TIIE CUSTOMS OF THE GREEKS, AND ibout Memphis ; and when he had taken 
NAMED THEIR TEMPLE AT MOUNT GEHIZ- hem, he made haste to Alexandria, in hopes 
ZIM, THE TiiMPLE OF JUPITER HELLENICS. f taking it by siege, and of subduing Ptole- 

ny, who reigned there. Rut he was driven 
1. About this time, upon the death of not only from Alexandria, but out of all 
Onias the high-priest, they gave the high- iOgypt, by the declaration of the Romans, 
priesthood to Jesus liis brother j for that so who charged him to let that country alone, 
which Onias left [or Onias iv.] was yet but .'Vccordingly, as I have elsewhere formerly de- 
an infant : and, in its |)n)per [ilace, we wil dared, 1 will now give a particular account 
inform the reader of all tlie circumstauccs tha .)f what concerns this king, — how he subdued 
hefel this child. Rut this Jesus, who was the Jutiea and the temple ; for in my former work 
hrollier of Onias, was deprived the high- I mentioned tliose things very briefly, and 
jiiiesthood by the king, who was angry will. tlierefore now thought if necessary to 

I'liin, and g.ave it to his younger brother, who.se go over that history again, and tl*at witli great 
name also was Onias; for Simon had these uccur.icy. 

three sons, to each of wliom the priesthooi J. King Antiochus returning out of Egypt, | 
came, as we liave alrcadv informed the rea ftir fear of the Romans, made an expedition 
(ler.* Tiiis JcMis cnan.'re;! his name to Ja- against the city Jerusalem ; and when ho was 
son ; but Onias was caUe l Menelaus. Nov there, in the hundred and forty -third year of 
as the former liigh-priest, Jesus, raised a se the kingdom of tlie Selcucida', he look the 
ilition against Menelaus, who was ordainei city without fighting, those of his own party 
after him, the multitude were divided betwee; opening the gates to him. And when he had 
them both. And the sons of 'I'obias took th gotten possession of Jerusalem, hc slew many 
part of Menelaus, hot the gi ater |iart of tin of the opposite j>arty ; and when he had plun- 
people assisted Jason; and by that mean dereii it of a great deal of money, he returnetl 
Menelaus and the sous of Tobias were dis to Antioch. 

tressed, and retired to Antioclms, and infonr 4. Now it came to pass, after two years, 
ed liliii, tlial they were desirous to leave ih in the hundred and forty-fifth year, on the 
laws of their country, and the Jewish way e twenty-fifth day of that month whicli is by us 
living according to them, and to follow tf: called Chaslen, and by Uie Macedonians Ap- 
liing’s laws, ami the Grecian way of living peleus, in the hiimlred and fifty-third olym- 
piad, that the king came up to Jerusalem^ 

t and, pretending peace, he got possession of 

i.itu ms when' Joseptuis R;iys that ho hait elsaswhore fo * * 

merly ireateil n^nv things of which yet his prosor 

'•ooks have not a syll.vble. Onr commentators bav»: | This wonf, ** Oymnaslium,*’ properly denotes a 
mherto laien able to give no tnlernblc account of these place where the exercises were pert ornica naked ; which, 
in . numerous, and that usually i)ce.vuse it would naturally «li$ungiii.sh circumcised Jews 

all his cojiies, both Greek and Latin, to be $up)>osed from uncircumciseil Genulcs, these Jewish atwstates en- 
hiih ’ which is almost all that has bcim deavonred to Rpi)car uncirinimciscd, by means of .v 

f iriK ! ' . ”1’®“ **'*•'* occasion. What I have to say chirurgical oporation, hinted at by SL Paul, 1 Cor. vii 

of •»* described by Celsus, b. vii, i n. xxv, .%«» Dr. HiuE 

of Vnc' '■‘'’fy ‘Rft 'V leul qfter l!ic* history «m here informs us. 

tho i Epiphanes; and that Josenhus s first book, t Hv ealxiut Josephus begins to follow t!ic first book 

the Jfwf Clialdce, as well astho Greek History of of the Maccabci*s, a most excellent and most authentic 
Instorv .1 hihtory ; and .-ict'onllufily it is liere with great fidelity 

to th u ^ . ' references .ire most piolwbly made ami evactnoss .ibritlged by him : l>etwecn whose present 
sever il nol, seven books Of the War. See copies Uierc seem tube fbwer variatuMis than in any other 

tioji-i *’«*‘hles tlio>e, ir the two sec- sacred Helwew Uxik of the Old I'estanunt whatever 
fli. iv sfw Mitiq. b. xiil, eh. ii, tneU 1, 4; and (for this book also was oriidiiaily written in Hebrew], 
Slid i.ii. V, sect. 6, 11; eh. vlii, s»*cu 4 ; which is very natural, because it was written so much 

sect. 1 , ; and Antiq. b. xviii, ch. ii, sect^ 6. nearer to the time of Josephus dian the rest were. 
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the city by treachery : at which time he spar* 
ed not so much as those that admitted him 
into it, on account of the riches that lay in 
the temple but, led by his covetous inclina- 
tion (for he saw there was in it a great deal 
of gold, and many ornaments that had been 
dedicated to it of very great value), and in 
order to plunder its wealth, ne ventured to 
break the league he had made. So he left 
the temple hare, and took away the golden 
candlesticks, and the golden altar [of incense 
and table [of shew -bread \ and the altar [of 
burnt-ofiering and did not abstain from 
even the veils, which were made of tine linen 
and scarlet. He also emptied it of its secret 
treasures, and left nothing at all remaining; 
and by this means cast the Jews into great 
lamentation, for he forbade them to olfer 
those daily sacrifices which they used to ofli'er 
to God, according to the law. And when 
he had pilhiged the whole city, some of the 
inhabitants he slew, and some he carried cap- 
live, together with their wives and children, 
so that the multitude of those captives that 
were taken alive ainoiuited to about ten thou- 
sand. He also burnt down the finest build- 
ings; and when he had overthrown the city- 
walls, he built a citadel in the lower pa»t of 
the city,* for the place was high, and over- 
looked the temple, on which account he for- 
tified it with high w-alls and towers, and put 
into it a garrison of Macedonians. Ilow’- 
cver, in tliat citadel dw'elt the inij)ioiis and 
wicked part of the [Jewish] multitude, from 
whom it proved that the citizens suHered 
man) and sore calamities. And when thej 
king had built an idol altar upon God*s altar, 
he slew' swine upon it, and so ofl’ered a sacri- 
fice neither according to the law, nor the 
Jewish religious worship in that country. He 
also compelled them to forsake the worship 
which they paid their own God, and to adore 
those whom he took to be gods ; and made 
them build temples, and raise idol altars, in 
every city and village, and oiler swine upon 
them every day. lie also commanded tiicm 
not to circumcise their sons, and threatened 
to punish any that should be found to have 
transgressed his injunction. He also ap- 
pointed overseers, who should compel them 
to do what he commanded. And indeed 
many Jews there were who complied with the 
king’s commands, either voluntarily, or out 
of fear of the penalty that was denounced : 
but the best men, and those of the noblest 

♦ This ciUidcl, of which we liavc huch ftv(|u'cul men- 
tion in the following history, both in tlie Maet’abees and 
Josephus, seems to have been a castle built on a hill, 
lower tlian Mount Zion, though upon its skirts, and 
higher than Mount Moriah, but K tween them totn; 
which hill the enemies of tfic Jens now got possession 
of, ami built on it this citadel, and n' |t, till a 

good while afterwards the Jews regained i: 'i-. nK.Ii.shfd 
It, and levelled the hi!! itself with the conmon ground, 
that tlieir enemies m<;:ht no more recover it., and might 
thence overhxik the UMiiple itself, and do them snch 
mledhief as they had long undergo:-, from U. Antiq. 
b xiii. cb, vi, «ft?t 6. 


souls, did not regard him, but did pay a 
greater respect to the customs of their coun- 
try than concern as to the punishment which he 
threatened to the disobedient ; on w'hich ac- 
count they every day underwent great mise- 
ries and bitter torments ; for they were whip, 
pod with rods, and their bodies were torn to 
pieces, and were crucified while they were 
still alive and breathed : they also strangled 
those women and their sons w hom they had 
circumcised, as the king had appointed, hang, 
ing their sons about their necks as they were 
upon the crosses. And if there were any 
sacred book of the law found, it was destroy- 
ed ; and those with whom they were found, 
miserably iierishcd also. 

6'. When the Samaritans saw the Jew's uii- 
der these suflerings, they no longer confessed 
that they were of their kindred, nor that the 
temple on Mount Gerizzim belonged to Al- 
mighty God. This was according to their 
nature, ns we have already shown. And they 
now said that they were a colony of Medcs 
and Persians : and indeed they were a colony 
of theirs. So they sent ambassadors to An- 
tiochus, and an epistle, whose contents art 
these : — ‘‘ To king Antiocliiis the god, Epi- 
phancs, a mernoriul from the Sidonians, who 
live at Shechem. Our forefathers, upon cer- 
tain frequent plagues, and as following a cer- 
tain ancient superstition, had a custom of ob- 
serving that day which by the Jews is called 
the Sabbatli.'l' And when they had erected a 
temple at the mountain called Gerizzim, 
though without a name, they olfered upon it 
jthe proper sacrifices. Now, upon the just 
•treatment of these wicked Jews, those that 
iin.-magc their affairs, supposing that we were 
I of kin to them, and jiractised as tlicy do, rnuke 
j us liable to the same accusations, altlioiigli 
we are originally Sidonians, as is evident 
j from the public records. We therefore bt- 
seech thee, our benefactor and saviour, to 
give order to Apollonius, the governor of this 
pqrt of the country, and to Nicanor, the jiro- 
curator of thy affairs, to give us no disturb- 
ance, nor to lay to our charge what the Jews 
are accused for, since w'e are aliens from 
iheir nation and from their customs; hut let 
our temple, which at present hath no name 
at all, be named the Temple of Jupiter Hei- 
lenius. If this were once done, we slunild 
I be no longer disturbed, butoshoiild be more 
'intent on our own occupation with quietness, 
and so bring in a greater revenue to tfiee. 

^ When the Samaritans had petitioned for this, 
j the king sent them back the following 
Iswer in an epistle: — “ King Antioehus to 
Nicanor. The Sidonians, who live at Sho- 
chem, have sent' me the memorial inclose • 

t This allegation of the Samaritans is 
that though they were not Jews, yet did theyi uom 
dent times, observe the Sabbath-day, and, as ^ 
where pretend, the Sabbatic Ycarabo. Antnh o* 

“h viii, sect. G. 
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Wheiij therefore, vre were advising with our | honoured by the king. But Mattathias said 
friends about it, the messengers sent by them that he would not do it ; and that if all the 
represented to us that they are no way con- \ other nations would obey the commands of 
cerned with accusations which belong to the j Antiochus, either out of fear, or to please 
Jews, but choose to live after the customs of him, yet w'oiild not he nor his sons leave the 
the Greeks. Accordingly, we declare them religious worship of their country; but as 
free from such accusations, and order that, | soon as he had ended his speech, there came 
agreeable to tJieir petition, their temple be one of the Jews into the midst of them, and 
named the Temple of Jupiter Ilellenius.” sacrificed as Antiochus had commanded. At 
He also sent the like epistle to Apollonius, which Mattathias had great indignation, and 
the governor of that j>artof the country, in the ran upon him violently with his sons, who had 
forty-sixth year, and the eighteenth day of tlie swords with them, and slew both the man 
month liccatombeon. himself that sacrificed, and Apelles the king’s 

general, w ho compelled them to sacrifice, with 
a few of his soldiers. He also overthrew the 
the idol altar, and cried out, “ If,” said he, 
CHAPTER \T. { “ any one, be zealous for the laws of his coun- 

try, and for the w'orship of God, let him fol- 
low me'; ’ and when he had said tliis, he made 
haste into the desert with his sons, and left 
all his sulistance in the village. Many others 
did the same also, and fled with their children 
and wives into the desert and dwelt in caves ; 
but when the king’s generals heard tin's, they 


HOWS UPON ANTIOCHUS S PllOHlBITON TO THE 
.IKWS TO MAKE USE OF THE LAWS OF THEIR. 

COUNTRY, MATTATHIAS, THE SON OF ASA- 
MONEUS, ALONE DESPISED THE KING, AND 
OVEIICA.ME THE GEN ERA US OF ANTIOCHUS’S 
ARMY : A.S ALSO CONGEHNING THE DEATH 
OF MATTATHIAS, AND THE SUCCESSION OF j took all the forces they then had in ths citai- 
.JUDAS. I del at Jeiusaleui, and pursued the Jews into 

the dc.sert ; and when they had overtaken 
§ 1. Now at this time there was one whose them, they in the first place endeavoured to 
name \vas Mattathias, who dwelt at Modin, persuade them to repent, and to choose what 
the son of John, the son of Simeon, the son of W'as most for their advantage, and not put 
Asamoncus, a priest of the order of Joarib, them to the necessity of using them according 
and a citizen of Jerusalem. He had five to the law' of war ; but when they would not 
sons; John, who was callv'd Gaddis, and Si- comply with their persuasions, but continued 
tiion, who was called Matthes, and Judas, to bo of a diil'erent mind, they fought against 
who W'as called Maccabeus,* and Eleazar, them on the Sabbath-day, and they burnt them 
who W'as called Auran, and .Jonathan, who as they were in the caves, without resistance, 
was called Apphus. Now this Mattathias and without so much as stopping up the en> 
liiineiifed to his children the sad state of their trances of the caves. And they avoided to 
ad’airs, and the ravage made in the city, and defend themselves on that day, because they 
the plundering of the temple, and the cala* w'ere not w'illing to break in upon the honour 
inities the multitude were onder ; and he told they owed the Sabbath, even iii such dis- 
lliem that it was better for them to die for tresses; for our law requires that we rest upon 
the law's of their country, than to live so in- that day. There were about a thousand, W'ith 
gloriously as they then did. their wives and children, w ho were smothered 

2. But wJicn those that wore appointed by and died in these caves ; but many of those 
the king w ere come to Modin, that they might that escaped joined themselves to Mattathias, 
compel the Jew's to do what they were com- and appointed him to he their ruler, who 
inanded, and to enjoin those that were there taught them to fight even on the Sabbath-day ; 
to ofi'er sacrifice, as the king had commanded, and told them that unless lliey would do so, 
they desired that Mattathias, a person of the they w’ould become their own enemies, byoh- 
greatest character among them, both on other serving the law [so rigorously], while their 
accounts, and particularly on account of such adversaries would still assault them on this 
a numerous and «o deserving a family of chil- day, and they would not then defend them, 
dren, would begin the sacrifice, because his selves; and that nothing could then hinder 
fellow-citizens would follow his example, and but they must all perish without fighting 
because such a procedure would make him This speech persuaded them ; and this rule 

continues among us to this day, that if there 
* .Thatthif appellation of Maocaliee was not first of » necessity, we may fight on Sabbath-days. 

Maccabeus, nor was derived from any So Mattathias got a great army about him, 

overthrew their idol altars, and slew those 


K‘o.vr 1 “W i-iuurew wore 

■iilim!’ Jehovah ?” (“ 

n ^ .lehovah ?’*) 


mofir” ' o P.*'^** o Jehovah?’*) p:xod. xv, IJ, as the that broke the laws, even all that he could 

posfer I ' of these Maccabees, and their dispersed among the nations round about them 

^as Asamoncans wnicli was derived from for fear of him. He also commanded that 

those boys who w'cnt not yet eircu incised 


Asamoncans,. wnicli was derived 
*^l'hu8 Mattathias, j 
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should be circumcised now ; and he drove 
those away that were appointed to liinder such 
their circumcision. 

3. But when he had ruled one year, and 
was fallen into a distemper, he called for his 
sons, and set them round about him, and 
said, “ O my sons, I am going the way of all 
the earth ; and I recommend to yon my re- 
solution, and beseech yon not to he negligent 
in keeping it, but to be mindful of the de- 
sires of him who begat you, and brought yoL 
up, and to preserve the customs of your coun- 
try, and to recover your ancient form of go- 
vernment, u'hicli is in danger of being over- 
turned, and not to be carried away with those 
that, either by their own inclination, or out of 
necessity, betray it, but to become such sons 
as are worthy of me ; to be above all force 
and necessity, and so to dispose your souls, 
as to be rcatly, when it sliall be necessary, to 
die for your laws , as sensible of this, by 
just reasoning, that if God see that you arc 
so disposed he will not overlook you, but 
will have a great value for your virtue, and 
will restore to you again what you have lost, 
and will return to you that freedom in which 
you shall live quietly, and enjoy your own 
cu&toms. Your bodies are mortal, and sub* 
ject to fate; but they receive a sort of immor- 
tality, by the remembrance of what actions 
tliey have done ; and 1 would have you so iti 
love with this immortality, that you may 
pursue after glory, and that, when you liave 
undergone tlic greatest difficulties, you may 
not scruple, for such things, to lose your lives. 

I exhort you especially to agree one with an- 
other; and in what excellency any one of 
yon exceeds another, to yield to him so far, 
}Uid by that means to reap the advantage of 
every one’s own virtues. Do you then es- 
teem Simon as your father, because he is a 
man of extraordinary prudence, and be go- 
verned by him in what counsels he gives you. 
Take Maccabeus for the general of your ar- 
my, because of his courage and strength, for lie 
will avenge your nation, and will bring ven- 
geance on your enemies. Admit among you 
the righteous and religious, and augment their 
power. ” 

1. When Mattathias had thus discoursed to 
his sons, and had prayed to God to be their 
assistant, and to recover to the people tlieir 
former constitution, he died a little afterward, 
and was buried at Modin ; all the people mak- 
ing great lamentation for him. Whercup<m 
his son Judas took upon him the administra- 
tion of public affairs, in the hundred and for- 
ty-sixth year; and tluis, by tlie ready assist- 
ance of bis brethren, and of others, Judas 
cast their enemies out of the country, and put 
tJrose of their own country to d ■;th aiio had 
transgC«S3ed its laws, and purified the land of| 
ill the pollutions that were in it. 


CHAPTER VII. 

HOW JUDAS OVERTHREW THE FORCES OF APOL- 
LONIUS AND SERON, AND KILLED THE GE- 
NERALS OF 'ITIEIR ARMIES THEMSELVES; 
AND HOW WHEN, A LITTLE WHILE AFTEll- 
WAUD, LYSIAS AND GORGIAS WERE BEATEN, 
HE WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, AND PURIFIED 
THE TEMPLE. 

§ 1. When Apollonius, ihe general of the 
Sriinaritan forces, heard this, he took his ar- 
my, and made haste to go against Judas, who 
met him, and joined battle with him, and beat 
him, and slew many of his men, and among 
them Apollonius himself, their general, whose 
sword, being that which ho happened then to 
wear, he seized upon and kept for himself ; but 
he wounded more than he slew, and took a 
great deal of prey from the enemy’s camp, and 
went his way; but wlien Scrori, who was ge- 
neral of tl«e army of Celesyria, heard that 
many had joined themsches to Judas, and 
that lie had about him an army sullicient I’nr 
fighting and for making war, he determined 
to make an expedition against him, as think- 
ing it became him to endeavour to punish 
those that transgressed the king’s injunctions. 
He then got together an army, as large as lio 
was able, and joined to it the runagate ami 
wicked Jews, and came against Judas. Ho 
then came as far as Bethoron, a village of Jis 
tlea, and there pitched his camp ; upon which 
Judas met him, and when he intended to give 
him battle, he saw that his soldiers were back- 
ward to fight, because their number was small, 
and because they wanted food, for they were 
fasting, he encouraged them, and said to them, 
that victory and conquest of enemies are not 
derived from the multitude in armies, hut in 
the exercise of piety towards God ; and that 
they bad the plainest instances in their forefa- 
thers, who, by tlieir righteousness, and exert- 
ing themselves on behalf of their own laws, 
and their own children, had frequently con- 
quered many ten thousands, — for innocence 
is the strongest army. By this speech he in- 
duced his men to contemn the multitude of 
the enemy, and to fall upon Seron ; and up- 
on joining battle with him, he beat the Syri- 
ans ; and when their .general* fell among tlie 
rest, they all ran away with speed, as tldiik- 
ing that to be their best way of escaping. 
lie pursued them unto the plain, and slew 
about eight hundred of the enemy ; 1^“*^ 
rest escaped to the region which lay near to 
the sea. 

2. When king Antiochus heard of these 
things, he was very angry at what had haP' 
pened ; so he got together all his own 
with many mercenaries, whom he had hirei 
from the islands, and took them with him, an » 
prepared to break into Judea about the 
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ginning of the spring ; but when, upon his 
mustering his soldiers, he perceived that his 
treasures were deficient, and there was a want 
of money in them, for all the taxes were not 
paid, by reason of the seditions there had been 
among the nations, he Imving been so mag- 
nanimous and so liberal that what he had was 
not sufficient for him, he therefore resolved 
first to go into Persia, and collect the taxes 
of that country. Hereupon he left one whose 
name was Lysias, who was in great repute 
with Iiim, governor of the kingdom, as far as 
the bounds of Egypt, and of the Lower Asm, 
and reaching from the river Euphrates, and 
committed to him a certain part of his forces, 
and of liis elephants, and charged him to bring 
up his son Antiochus with all possible care, 
until ho came hack ; and that lie should con- 
(jiior .hulea, and take its inhabitants for slaves, 
and Jittcrly destroy Jerusalem, aud abolish the 
wliolo nation ; and when king Antiochus had 
these things in charj» to Lysias, he 
wont into Persia ; and in the hundred and 
fo>ty-seventh year, he passed over Euphrates, 
and went to the superior provinces. 

3. Upon this Lysias chose Ptolemy, tlie 
iOn of Dorymenes, and Nicanor, and Clorgias, j 
very potent men among the king’s friends, and 
ed to them forty thousand foot-soldiers 
and seven thousand horsemen, and sent them 
■,\gainst J\idea, who came as far as the city 
Fiminaus, and i)itchod their camp in the plain 
lountry. There canic also to t!»em anxiliariej 
nut of Syria, aud the country round about ; j 
also many of the runagate Jew:: ; and be- 
sides these came some !,icrdiaj\ts: to buy those 
that sliould be carried captives (having bonds 
with them to hind those that should be made j 
prisoners), witli that silver and gold which they ■ 
ere to pay for their price ; and when Judas i 
saw their camp, and how luimerous their ene- j 
mics w'erc, he persuaded his o"’n soldiers to 
he of good courage ; and exhorted them to 
place their hopes of victory in Uod, and to 
make supplication to him, according to the 
custom of their country, clothed in sackcloth ; 
and to show w'hat was their usual habit of 
supplication in the greatest dai.gers, and there- 
oy to prevail with God to grant you the victory 
over your enemies. So he set them in their 
■mdent order of battle used by their forefathers, 
under their captains of thousands, and other 
ofiieers, and di»missed such as were newly 
married, as well as those that had newly gain- 
ed possessions, that they might not fight in a 
cowardly manner, out of an inordinate love of 
life, in order to enjoy those blessings. When 
I'o had thus disposed his soldiers, he encourag- 
them to fight by the following speech, 
'vhich he made to them; — “O iny fellow- 
soldiers, no other time remains more oppor- 
htne than the present for courage and con- 
ol dangers ; for if you now light man- , 
‘^lly* you may recover your liberty, which, asj 
a thing of itself agreeable to all men, so it. 
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proves to be to us much more desirable, by 
its affording us the liberty of worshipping 
God. Since, therefore, you are in such cir- 
cumstances at present, you must either recover 
that liberty, and so regain a happy and blessed 
way of living, which is that accortling to our 
laws, and the customs of our country, or to 
submit to the most opprobrious sufferings; 
nor will any seed of your nation remain if you 
be beat in this battle. Fight therefore man- 
fully; and suppose that you must die, though 
you do not fight ; but believe, that besides 
such glorious rewards as those of the liberty 
of your country, of your laws, of your religion, 
yon shall then obtain everlasting f;lory. Pre- 
pare yourselves, therefore, and put yourselves 
into sue!) an agreeable posture, that you may 
be ready to fight with the enemy as soon as it 
is day to-morrow morning.” 

4 And this was the speech which Judas 
made to encourage them. Put when the ene- 
my sent Gorgias, with five thousand foot and 
! one thousand horse, that he might fall upon 
I Judas by night, and had for tliat purpose cer- 
! tain of the runagate Jews as guides, the son 
of IVIattathias perceived it, and resolved to fall 
upon those enemies that were in their camp, 
now their forces were divided. When they 
had therefore supped in good time, and had 
left many fires in their camp, he marched all 
night to those enemies that were at Emmaus 
so that when Gorgias found no enemy in tlieii 
camp, but suspected that they were retired 
and had hidden themselves among the moun- 
tains, he resolved to go and seek them where- 
soever they were. But, about break of day, 
Judas appeared to those enemies that were at 
Emmaus, with only three thousand men, and 
those ill armed, by reason of their jioverty; 
ami when he saw the enemy very well aud 
skilfully fortified in their camp, he encourag- 
ed the Jews, and told them, that they ought 
to figlit, though it were with their naktM bo- 
dies, for that God had sometimes of old given 
such men strength and that against such ns 
were more in number, and were armed also, 
i>ut of regard to their great courage. So he 
commanded the trumpeters to sound for the 
battle: and by thus*falling upon the enemy 
when they did not expect it, and thereby a- 
stonishing and disturbing their minds, he slew 
inuny of those that resisted him, and went on 
pursuing the rest as far as Gadara, and the 
plains of Idumea, and Ashdod, and Jamnia . 
and of these there fell . about three thousand. 
Yet did Judas exhort his soldiers not to be 
too desirous of the spoils, for that still they 
must have a contest and battle with Gorgias, 
and the forces that w'ero with him : but that 
when they had once overcome them, then they 
might securely plunder tiio camp, because 
they were the only enemies remaining, and 
they expected no others. And just as be was 
speaking to his soldiers, Gorgias’s men look- 
id down into that army which they left in 
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their camp, and saw that it was .overthrown, 
and the camp burnt ; for the smoke that a- 
rose from it showed them, even when they 
were a great way off, what had liappened. 
When, therefore, those that were with Gor- 
gias understood Uiat things were in this pos- 
ture, and perceived that those that wc»e with 
Judas were ready to fight tlietn, they also 
were afTrighted, and put to flight; but then 
Judas, as though he had already beaten Gor> 
gias’s soldiers without fighting, returned and 
seized on the spoils. He took a great quan- 
tity of gold and silver, and purple, and blue, 
and then returned home with joy, and singing 
hymns to God for their good success ; for this 
victory greatly contributed to the recovery of 
their liberty. 

5. Hereupon Lysias was confounded at the 
defeat of the army which he had sent, and the 
next year he got together sixty thousand cho- 
sen men. He also took five thousand hoirso- 
nien, and fell upon Judea; and he went up 
to the hill country of Bethsur, a village of 
Judea, and jiitched his camp there, where 
Judas met him with ten thousand men; and 
when he saw the great number of his enemies, 
he prayed to God that he would assist him, 
and joined battle with the first of the enemy 
that appeared, and beat them, and slew about 
live thousand of them, and thereby became 
terrible to the rest of them. Nuy, indeed, 
Lysias observing the great s])irit of the Jens, 
how' they were prepared to die rather than 
lose their liberty, and being afraid of their 
desperate way of fighting, as if it were real 
strength, he took tlie rest of the army back 
with him, and returned to Antioch, where he 
listed foreigners into tin* service, and prepared 
to fail upon Judea with a greater army. 

6 Wlien, therefore, the generals of Antio- 
chus’s armies had been beaten so often, Judas 
assembled the people together, and told them, 
that 5fter these many victories which God 
had given them, they ought to go up to Jeru- 
salem, and purify the temple, and oiler the 
appointed sacrifices. But as soon as he, with 
the whole multitude, was come to Jerusalem, 
and found the temple deserted, and its gates 
burnt dow n, and plants growing in the tem- 
ple of their own accord, on account of its de- 
sertion, he and those that were with him be- 
gan to lament, and were quite confounded at 
Uie sight of the temple ; so he chose out some 
of his soldiers, and gave them order to fight 
against those guards that were in the citadel, 
until he should have purified the temple. 
When therefore he had carefully purged it, 
and had brought in new vessels, the candle- 
stick, the table [of shew-bread], and the altar 
[of incense], w'hich were made of gold, he 
hung up the veils at the gates, and added 
doors to theui. He also took down the altar , 
[of burnt-^liFeriiig], and built a new one of | 
stones that be gathered tog ther, and not of 
such os Were tiewn with tron tools. So on | 
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the five and twentieth day of the month Cab- 
leu, which the Macedonians call Apelleus, 
they lighted the lamps that were on the can. 
dlestick, and offered incense upon the altar 
[of incense,], and laid the loaves upon the 
table [of shew bread], and offered burnt-offer- 
ings upon the new altar [of burnt-offering]. 
Now it so fell out, that these things were done 
on the very same day on which their divine 
worship had fallen off, and was reduced to a 
profane and common use, after three years’ 
time ; for so it was, that the temple was made 
desolate by Antiochus, and so continued for 
tliree years. This desolation happened to the 
temple in the hundred forty and fifth year, 
on the twenty-fifth day of the month A pel- 
lens, and on the hundred and tifty-third o- 
lyinpiad : but it was dedicated anew, on tlie 
same day, the tw'enty-fiftli of the month A- 
pcllcus, in the hundred and forty-eighth year, 
and on tlie hundred and fifty-fourth olympiad 
And this desolation came to pass according 
to the prophecy of Daniel, which was given 
four hundred and eight years before; for lie 
declared that the Macedonians would dissolve 
that worship [for some time]. 

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival ot 
the restoration of the sacrifices of the temple 
for eight days; and omitted no sort of plea- 
sures thereon ; biit he feasted them upon very 
rich and splendid sacrifices; and he honoured 
God, and delighted them, by hymns and 
psalms. Nay, they were so very glad at tlie 
revival of their customs, when alter a long 
time of intermission, they unexpectedly had 
regained the freedom of their worship, that 
they made it a law for their posterity, that 
they should keep a festival, on account of tlie 
restoration of their temple vvorsliip, for eight 
days. And from that time to thi.s we cele- 
brate this festival, and call it Lights. I sup- 
pose the .easori was, because this liberty be- 
yond our hopes appeared to us ; and that 
thence was the name given to that festival. 
Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the 
city, and reared towers of great height against 
the incursions of enemies, and set guards 
therein. He also fortified the city Beth- 
sura, that it might serve as a citadel against any 
distresses that might come from our eneinies. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW JUDAS SUBDUED THE NATIONS BOUND 
ABOUT; AND HOW SIMON BEAT THE PKO- 
PLE OF TYHE AND PTOLEMAIS ; AND 
JUDAS OVEBTHllEW TIMOTHEUS, AND FORCliD 
HIM TO FLY AWAY, AND DID MANY OTIlEjJ 
THINGS AITEB JOSEPH AND AZABIAS HA 
BEEN BEATEN. 

§ 1. When these things were over, the 
tions round about the Jews were very ‘'i 
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easy at the revival of their power, and rose 
up together, and destroyed many of them, as 
gaining advantage over them by laying snares 
for them, and making secret conspiracies a* 
gainst them. Judas made perpetual expedi- 
tions against these men, and endeavoured to 
restrain them from those incursions, and to 
prevent the mischiefs they did to the Jews. 
So he fell upon the Idumeans, the posterity 
of Esau, at Acrabattene, and slew a great ma- 
ny of them, and took their spoils. He also 
shut up the sons of Bean, that laid wait for 
the Jews ; and he sat down about them, and 
besieged them, and burnt their towers, and 
destroyed the men [that were in them]. Af- 
ter this he went thence in haste against the 
Ammonites, who had a great and a numerous 
army, of which Timotheus was the command- 
er. And when he had subdued them, he 
seized on the city jazer, and took their wives 
and their children captives, and burnt the 
city, and then returned into Judea. But 
when the neighbouring nations understood 
that he was returned, they got together in 
great numbers in the land of Gilead, and 
c:imc against those Jews that were at their 
borders, who then fled to the garrison of Da- 
thema ; and sent to Judas, to inform liim that 
Timotheus was endeavouring to take the 
place whither they were fled. And as these 
epistles were reading, there came other mes- 
sengers out of Galilee, who informed him that 
file irihabitants of Ptolemais, and of Tyre and 
Sidon, and strangers of Galilee, were gotten 
together. 

2. Accordingly Judas, upon considering 
what was fit to be done with relation to the 
necessity both these cases required, gave or- 
der that Simon his brother should take three 
thousand chosen men, and go to the assistance 
of the Jews in Galilee, while he and another 
of his brothers, Jonathan, made haste into the 
land of Gilead with eight thousand soldiers. 
And he left Joseph, the son of Zacharias, and 
Azarias, to be over the rest of the forces ; and 
charged them to keep Judea very carefully, 
and to fight no battles with any persons 
whomsoever until his return. Accordingly, 
Simon went into Galilee, and fought the ene- 
my, and put them to flight, and pursued them 
to the very gates of Ptolemais, and slew about 
three thousand of them, and took the spoils of 
those that were skiin, and those Jews whom 
they had made captives, with their baggage, 
and then returned home. 

3, Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his 
hrotl' ir Jonathan, they passed over the river 
Jordan ; and when they had gone three days' 
journey, they lighted upon the Nabateans, who 
oame to meet them peaceably, and who told 
how the affairs of those in the land of 
in r stood, and how many of them were 
to ®tid driven into garrisons, and in- 

^ t m cities of Galilee ; and exhorted him to 
® 'e h iste to go against the foreigners, and 


to endeavour to save Ms own countrymen out 
of their bands. To this exhortation Judas 
hearkened, and returned into the wilderness { 
and in the first place fell upon the inhabitants 
I of Bosor, and took the city, and beat the in. 
habitants, and destroyed all the males, and all 
I that were able to fight, and burnt the city 
Nor did he stop even when night came on. 
but he journeyed in it to the garrison where 
the Jews happened to be then shut up, and 
where Timotheus lay round the place with 
his army : and Judas came upon the city in 
the morning; and when he found that the 
enemy were making an assault upotr the 
walls, and that some of them brought ladders, 
on which they might get upon those walls 
and that others brought engines [to battei 
them], he bid the trumpeter to sound his trum- 
pet, and he encouraged his soldiers cheerful- 
ly to undergo dangers for the sake of their 
brethren and kindred ; he also parted his ar- 
my into three bodies, and fell upon the backs 
of their enemies. But when Timotheus's 
men perceived that It was Maccabeus that was 
upon them, of both whose courage and good 
success in war they had formerly had suf 
ficient experience, they wore put to flight; 
but Judas followed them with his army, and 
slew about eight thousand of them. He then 
turned aside to a city of the foreigners called 
Malle, and took it, and slew all the males, 
and burnt the city itself. He then removed 
from thence, and overthrew Casphom and 
Bosor, and many other cities of the land ot 
Gilead. 

4. But not long after this, Timotheus pre- 
pared a great army, and took many others as 
auxiliaries ; and indue* -1 some of the Arabi- 
ans, by the promise of rewards, to go with 
him in this expedition, and came with his ar- 
my beyond the brook, over against the city 
Raphon ; and he encouraged his soldiers, it 
it came to a battle with the Jews, to fight coii. 
rageously, and to hinder their passing over 
the brook; for he said to them beforehand, 
that, “ if they come over it, we shall be beat- 
en.” And when Judas heard that Timotheus 
prepared himself to fight, he took all his own 
army, and went in haiste against Timotheus 
his enemy ; and when he had passed over the 
brook, he fell upon his enemies, and some of 
them met him, whom he slew, and others 
of them he so terrified, that he compelled 
them to throw down their arms and fly ; and 
some of them escaped, but some of them fled 
to what was called the Temple of Carnaim, 
and hoped thereby to preserve themselves, 
but Judas took the city, and slew them, and 
burnt the temple, and so used several ways of 
destroying his enemies. 

5. When he had done this, he gathered the 
Jews together, with their children, and wives, 
and the substance that belonged to them, and 
was going to bring them back into Judea. 
But as soon as he was wme to a certain city. 
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the name of wliicli was Ephron, that lay up- 
on the road (and as it was not possible for 
him to go any other way, so he was not will- 
ing to go back again), he then sent to the in- 
habitants, and desired that they would open 
their gates, and permit them to go on their 
way through the city ; for they had stopped 
up the gates with stones, and cut off their pas- 
sage through it. And when the inhabitants 
of Ephron would not agree to this proposal, 
he encouraged those that were with him, and 
encompassed the city round, and besieged it, 
and, lying round it, by day and night, took 
the city, and slew every male in it, and burnt 
it all down, and so obtained a way through 
it ; and the multitude of those that were slain 
was so great, that they wtMit over the dead 
oodies. So they came over Jordan, and ar- 
rived at the great plain, over against which is 
situate the city Bctiishan, vs hich is called by 
the Greeks Scythopolis, * And going away 
hastily from thence, they came into Judea, 
singing psalms and hymns as they went, and 
indulging such tokens of mirth as are usual 
ill triumphs upon victory. They also oilered 
thank-offerings, both for their good success, 
and for the preservation of their army, for 
not one of the Jews was slain in these bat- 
tles. I 

6. But ns to Joseph, the son of Zacharias, 
and Azarias, whom Judas left generals [of the 
rest of liis forces] at the same time when Si- 
mon was in Galilee, fighting against the peo- 
ple of Ptolemais, and Judas himself, and his 
brother Jonathan, were in the land of Gilead, 
did these men also affect the glory of being 
courageous generals in war, in order whereto 
they took die army that was under their com- 
mand, and came to Jainnia. There Gorgias, 
the general of the forces of Jamnia, met 
them ; and upon joining batde with him, they 
lost two thousand of their army, | and fled 
away, and were pursued to the very borders 
of Judea. And this misfortune befel them 
by their disobedience to what injunctions Ju- 
das had given them, not to fight with anyone 
before bis return. For besides the rest of 
Judas’s sagacious counsels, one may well 
wonder at this concerning the misfortune that 

* The reason why Bethshan was callcil Scytnopolis 
8 well known from Herodotus, D. i, page and Syii* 
cell us, p. 214, that the Scythians, when they over- ran 
Asia, in the days of Josiah, seized on this city, and kept 
it as long a» they continued in Asia ; from which time 
it rctainMl the name of Seytho{X)li$, or the City of the 
Scythians. 

t This most providential preservation of all the reli 

S ous Jews in this expedition, which was act.'ording t(/ 
le will of God, is ob^rvabie often among God’s peo- 
ple, the Jews ; and somewhat very like it in the changes 
of the four monarchies, which were also providentiaL 
See Prideaux at the years 331, 353, and 33i. 

% Here is another great instance of providence, that 
when, even at the very ihne that Simon, and Judas, 
and Jonathan, were so miraculously preserved and bles- 
sed, in the just defence of th/-- ) . vs and religion, these 
other generals of the Jews, wh.> -..t to light for hon- 
our in a vainglorious way, and without any commission 
from God, the fanuly he had raised up to deliver 
them, were miserably disaptKiiutcd and defeated. See 
1 Maccab. v, 61, GH. 
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befel the forces commanded by Joseph and 
Azarias, which he understood would happen 
if they broke any of the injunctions he had 
given them. But Judas and his brethren did 
not leave off fighting with the Idumeans, but 
pressed upon them on all sides, and took from 
them the city of Hebron, and demolished all 
its fortifications, and set all its towers on fire, 
and burnt the country of the foreigners, and 
the city Marissa. They came also to Ash- 
dod, and took it, and laid it waste, and took 
away a great deal of the spoils and prey that 
were in it, and returned to Judea. 


CHAPTER IX. 

CONCEUNING THE DEATH OF ANTIOCHUS KPl- 
VHANF.S HOW ANTIOCHUS EUPA lOll FOUGHT 
AGAINST JUDAS, AND BESIEGED HIM IN THE 
TEMPLE, AND ArfEllWAllDS MADE PEACE 
WITH HIM, AND DEPARTED. OF ALCIMI’S 
AND ON I AS. 

§ 1. About this time it was that king An- 
tiochus, as he was going over the upper coun- 
tries, heard that there was a very rich city in 
Persia, called Elynuiis ; and therein u very 
rich temple «>f Diana, and that it was full of 
all sorts of donations dedicated to it ; as also 
w'eapons and breast -plates, which, upon in- 
quiry, he found bad been left there by Alex- 
ander, the son of Philip, king of Macedonia; 
and bring incited by these motives, he went 
in haste to Elymais, and assaulted it, and be- 
sieged it. But as tliose tliat were iu it were 
not terrified at his assault, nor at Ills siege, 
but opposed liiin very courageously, he was 
beaten off his hopes; for they drove him away 
from the city, and went out and pursued af- 
ter him, insomuch that he fled away as far as 
Babylon, and lost a great many of his army; 
and when he was grieving for this disappoint- 
ment, some persons told him of the defeat of 
his commanders whom he bad left behind him 
to fight against Judea, and what strength the 
Jews had already gotten. When tliis concern 
about these affairs was added to the former, 
he was confounded, and, by the anxiety he 
was in, fell into a distemper, which, as it last- 
ed a great while, and as his pains increased 
upon him, so lie at length perceived lie should 
die in a little time ; so he called his friends 
to him, and told tliein that his distemper was 
severe upon him, and confessed w'ithal, tJiat 
this calamity was sent upon him for the mi- 
series he had brought upon the Jewish nation, 
while he plundered their temple and contemn- 
ed tlieir God ; and w hen he had said this, he 
gave up the ghost Whence one may wonder at 
Polybius of Megalopolis, who, though other- 
wise a good man, yet saith that ** Antiochus 
died, because he had a purpose to plunder the 
temple of Diana in Persia ;** for die purpos* 
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ing to do a thing,* but not actually doing it, should be taken by Judas and those that were 
is not worthy of punishment. But if Poly- with him, unless he would send them suc- 
bius could think that Antiochus thus lost his cours. When Antiochus, who was but a child, 
life on that account, it is much more probable heard this, he was angry, and sent for his cap- 
tliat this king died on account of his sacrilegi- tains and his friends, and gave order that they 
ous plundering of the temple at Jerusalem, should get an army of mercenaries together, 
But we will not contend about this matter with such men also of his own kingdom as 
with those who may think that the cause as- were of an age fit for war. Accordingly an 
signed by this Polybius of Megalopolis is army was collected of about a hundred thou- 
nearer the truth than that assigned by us. sand footmen, and twenty thousand horsemen, 


2. However, Antiochus, before he died,' 
called for Philip, who was one of his cotnpa- 
nions, and made him the guardian of his king- 
lorn ; and gave iiim his diadem, and his gar- 
ment, and his ring, and charged him to carry 
them, and deliver them to liis son Antiochus; 
and desired him to take care of his education, 
and to preserve the kingdom for him. I Tliis 
Antiochus died in the hundred forty and ninth 
year : but it was Lysias that declared his 
death to the multitude, and appointed his son 
Antiochus to be king (of whom at present he 
had the care), and called him Eupator. 

2. At this time it was that the garrison 
in the citadel at Jerusalem, with the Jewish 
runagates, did a groat deal of harm to the 
Jews : for the soldiers that were in that gar 
risoii rushed out upon the sudden, and de- 
stroyed such as were going up to the temple 
in order to oiler their sacrifices, for this cita- 
del adjoined to and overlooked the temple. 
When these misfortunes had often happened 
to them, Judas resolved to destroy that garri- 
son ; whereupon he got all the people toge 
ther, and vigorously besieged those that were 
in the citadel. This was in the hundred and 
fiftieth year of the dominion of the Seleuci- 
the So i.o made engines of war, and orect- 
c<l bulwarks, and very zealously pressed on 
to take tite citadel. But there were not a few 
of the runagates who were in the place, thai 
went out by night into the country, and goi 
together some other wicked men like them- 
selves, and went t ) Antiochus the king, an<' 
desired of him that lie would not sutler them 
to be neglected, under the great hardships that 
lay upon them from those of their own nation 
and tins because their sufi'erings were occasion- 
ed on his futlier*s aecouiit, while they left th< 
religious worship of their fathers, and preferred 
that which he had eoniinanded them to fol- 
low : that there was danger lest the citadel 
and those appointed to garrisc ii it by the king, 

♦ Since St. Paul, a Pharisee, confesses that he had not 
known concupiscence, or desires, to be sinful, had not 
the tenth commandment said ** Thou slialt not covet," 
Horn, vii, 7 ; the case sec'ins lo have much the same 

with out Josephus, who was of the same sect, that he 
had not a deep sense of the greatness of any sins that 
proceeded no farther than the intention. However, 
Kiucc Josephus si»eaUs properly of the punishment 6l 
death, which is not inliictetl Iry any law, either of God 
or nuui, lor the bare intention, his words need not be 
strained to mean, that sins imeiided, but not executed, 
were no sins at all. 

t No wonder that Josephus licre deserilx» Antiochus 
kupator as young, and wanting tuition, when he cam< 
CO the crown, since Appiaii iuiorms us (Syriac, ii. 177 
tliat h#- was then but nine years oUL 


nd thirty-two elephants. 

4. So the king took this army, and march - 
id hastily out of Antioch, viitli Lysias, who 
lad the command of the whole, and came to 
dumea, and thence went up to the city Betii- 
ura, a city that was strong, and not to be 
;aken without great difficulty. He set about 
his city, and besieged it ; and while the in- 
labitants of Bethsura courageously opposed 
iim, and sallied out upon him, and burnt his 
engines of war, a great deal of time was spent 
*n the siege ; but when Judas heard of the 
king*s coming, he raised the siege of the cita- 
del, and met tlie king, and pitched his camp 
in certain straits, at a place called Betlizucha- 
riah, at the distance of seventy furlongs from 
the enemy ; but the king soon drew his forces 
from Bethsura, and brought them to those 
.traits ; and as soon us it was day, he put his 
men in battle-array, and made his elephantx 
follow one another through the narrow passes, 
because they could not be set sideways by 
one another. Now round about every ele- 
phant there were a thousand footmen and five 
lundred horsemen. The elephants also had 
high towers [upon their backs], and archers 
[in them] ; and he also made the rest of iiis 
army to go up the mountains, and pul his 
friends before the rest ; and gave orders for 
the army to shout aloud, and so he attacked 
the enemy. He also exposed to sight their 
golden and brazen shields, so that u glorious 
splendour was sent from them ; and when 
they shouted, the mountains echoed again. 
When Judas saw this, he was not terrified, 
but received the enemy with great courage, 
and slew about six hundred of the first ranks. 
But when his brother Eieazar, wfioin they 
called Auran, saw the tallest of all the ele- 
phants armed with royal breast-jdates, and 
supposed that the king was upon him, he 
attacked him with great quickness and bra- 
'cry. He also slew many of those that were 
about the elephant, and scattered the rest, 
and then went under the belly of the ele- 
phant, and smote him, and slew him ; so the 
elephant fell upon Eieazar, and by his weight 
crushed him to death. And thus did this 
man come to his end, when he had first cou- 
rageously destroyed many of his enemies. 

5. But Judas, seeing the strength of tlie 
enemy, retired to Jerusalem, and prepared to 
endure a siege. As for Antiochus, he sent 
part of his army to Bethsura, to besiege it, 
and with the rest of his army he came agains* 
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Jerusalem ; but the inhabitants of Betlisura 
were terrified at his strength ; and seeing 
that their provisions grew scarce, they deli- 
vered them*;clvcs up on the security of oaths 
that they should suffer no hard treatment 
from the king. And when Antiochus had 
thus taken the city, he did them no other 
harm than sending them out naked. He also 
placed a garrison of his own in the city : but 
as for the temple of Jerusalem, he lay at its 
fiege a long time, while they within bravely 
defended it j for what engines soever the king 
set against them, they set other engines again 
to oppose them. But then their provisions* 
failed them; what fruits of the ground they had 
laid up were spent, and the land being not 
ploughed that year, continued unsowed, be- 
cause it was the seventh year, on which, by 
our laws, we are obliged to let it lie unculti- 
vated. And withal, so many of the besieged 
ran away for want of necessaries, that but a 
few only were left in the temple. 

6. And these happened to be the circum- 
stances of such as W’ere besieged in the tem- 
ple. But then, because I^ysias, the general 
of the army, and Antiochus, the king, were 
informed that Philip was coming upon them 
out of Persia, and was endeavouring to get 
the management of jmblic attairs to himself, 
they came into these sentiments, to leave the 
siege, and to make haste to go against Phi- 
Iip ; yet did they resolve not to let this be 
known to the soldiers or the officers ; but the 
king commanded Lysias to speak openly to 
the soldiers and the officers, without saying a I 
word about the business of Philip; and to 
intimate to them that the siege would be very 
long ; tliat the place was very strong ; that 
they were already in want of provisions; 
that many affairs of the kingdom wanted re- 
gulation ; and that it was much bettor to 
make a league w'iih the besieged, and to be- 
come friends to their whole nation, by per- 
mitting them to observe the laws of their fa- 
thers, while they broke out into this war only 
because they were deprived of tliem, and so to 
depart borne. Wlren Lysias had discoursed 
thus with them, both the army and the officers 
w'ere pleased with this resolution. 

7. Accordingly the king sent to Judas, and 
to those that were besieged with him, and 
promised to give them peace, and to permit 
them to make use of and live according to 
the laws of their fathers; and they gladly re- 
ceived his proposals ; and when they had 
gained security upon oath for their perform- 
ance, they went out of the temple : but when 
Antiochus came into it, and saw how strong 
the place was, he broke his oaths, and ordered 
his army that was there to pluck down the 
walls to the ground ; and when he had so 
done, be returned to Antic IJe also car- 
ried with him Onias the high, priest, who was 
also ^led Menelaus ; for Lydias advised the 
king to slay Menelaus, if he would have the 


Jewsbequiet, and cause him no farther disturb- 
ance, for that this man was the origin of all 
the mischief the Jews had done them, by per 
suading his father to compel the Jews to leave 
the religion of their fathers ; so the king sent 
Menelaus to Berea, a lityof Syria, and there 
had him put to death, when he had been 
high-priest ten years. He had been a wicked 
and an impious man ; and, in order to get 
the government to himself, had compelled his 
nation to transgress their own bnvs. After 
the death of Menelaus, Alciinus, who was 
also called Jacimus, was made high-priest. 
But when king Antiochus found that Philip 
had already possessed himself of the govern- 
ment, he made war against him, and subdued 
him, and took him, and slew him. Now, as 
to Onias, the son of the high-priest, who, as 
we before informed you, was loft a child 
when his father died, when he saw that the 
king had slain his uncle Menelaus, and given 
the high-priesthood to Alcimus, who was not 
of the high-priest stock, but was induced by 
Lysias to translate that dignity from his fa- 
mily to another house, he fled to I’lolem 
king of Egypt; and tvhen ho found ho was 
in great esteem with him, and with his wife 
Cleopatra, he desired and obtained a place in 
the Nonius of Heliopolis, wherein he built a 
temple like to that at Jerusalem ; of which, 
therefore, we shall hercalter give an account, 
in a place more proper for it. 


CHAPTER X. 

HOW' 3ACCH1DES, THE GENERAL OF DEMETRI- 
US S army, made an EXPEDITION AGAINST 
JUDEA, AND RETURNED WITHOUT SUt CESS ; 
AND now NICA.VOR WAS SENT A LITTLE AF- 
TERWARD AGAINST JUDAS, AND PERISHED, 
TOUKTHER WITH HIS ARMY ; AS ALSO CON- 
CERNING THE DEATH OF ALCIMUS, AND THE 
SUCCESSION OF JUDAS. 

§ 1. About the same time Demetrius, the 
son of Sclcucus, fled away from Home, and 
took Tripoli, a city of Syria, and set the dia- 
dem on his ow n head. He also gathered cer- 
tain mercenary soldiers together, and entered 
into his kingdont, and was joy foully received 
by all, who delivered themselves up to him ; 
and when they had taken Antiochus, the 
king, and Lysias, they brought them to him 
alive ; both whom were immediately put to 
death by the command of Demetrius, when 
Antiochus had reigned two years, as we have 
already elsewhere related ; but there were 
now many of the wicked Jewish runagates 
that came together to him, and with them 
Alcimus the high-priest, who accused the 
whole nation, and particularly Judas and !'. » 
brethren ; and said that they had slain all his 
friends ; and that those in his kingdom that 
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were of his party, and waited for his return, 
were by them put to death ; that these men 
had ejected them out of their own country, 
and caused them to be sojourners in a foreign 
land ; and they desired that he would send 
some one of his own friends, and know from I 
him what mischief Judas’s party had done. 

2, At this Demetrius was very angry, andj 
sent Bacchides, a friend of Antiochus Epi-; 
pliaiies,* a good man, and one that had been 
intrusted with all Mesopotamia, and gave him ' 
an army, and committed Alcimus the high-' 
priest to his care ; and gave him charge to j 
slay Judas, and tliose that were with him. 
So Bacchides made haste, and went out of 
Antioch with his army; and when he was 
come into Judea, he sent to Judas and his 
brethren, to discourse with him about a league 
of friendship and peace, for he had a mind to 
take him by treachery ; but Judas did not | 
give credit to him, for he saw that he came 
with so great an army as men do not bring 
when they come to make peace, but to make 
war. However, some of the people acquit 
osced in what Bacchides caused to be jiro-j 
claimed ; and supposing they should undergo 
no considerable harm from Alcimus, who was 
their countiyman, tliey went over to them; 
and w'hen they had received oaths from both 
of them, that neither they themselves nor 
those of the s.'une sentiments should come to 
any harm, they intrusted themselves with 
them; but Bacchides troubled not himself 
about the oaths he had taken, but slew’ three- 
score of them, although, by not keeping his 
faith with those that first went over, he de- 
terred all the rest, w'ho had intentions to go 
over to hi i!, from doing it; but as he W'as 
gone out of Jerusalem, and was at the village 
called Bell'zetlio, he sent out, and caught 
many of tile deserters, and some of the peo- 
ple also, and slew them all: and enjoined all 
that lived in the country to submit to Alci- 
mus. So he left lii.ii there, w ith some part of 
the army, that he might have wherewith to 
keep Itie country in obedience, and returned 
to Antioch to king Demetrius. 

3. But Alcimus was desirous to have the 
dominion more firmly assured to him ; and 
understanding that, if he could bring it about 
that the multitude should be his friends, he 
should govern with greater security, he spake 
kind words to thegi all, and disiourscd toeuch 
of them after an agreeable and pleasant man- 
ner; by w’hicli means he quickly had a great 
body of men and nn army about him, although 
the greater part of them were of the wicked, 
and the deserters. With these, w’hom he used 
us his servants and soldiers, he went all over, 


the country, and slew all that he could find 
of Judas's party ; but when Judas saw that 
Alcimus was already become great, and had 
destroyed many of the good and holy men ot 
the country, he also went all over the country 
and destroyed those that were of the other 
party ; hut when Alcimus saw that he was 
not able to oppose Judas, nor was equal to 
him in strength, he resolved to apply himself 
to kiilg Demetrius for liis assistance ; so lie 
came to Antioch, and irritated him against 
Judas, and accused him, alleging that he had 
undergone a great many miseries by this 
means, and that he would do more mischief 
unless he were prevented, and brought to pu- 
nishment, whicli must be done by sending a 
pow'erful force against him. 

4. So Demetrius, being already of opinion 
that it would be a thing pernicious to bis own 
aflairs to overlook Judas, now he was becom- 
ing so great, sent against him Nicanor, the 
most kind and most faithful of all his friends ; 
for he it was who fled away with him from 
the city of Rome. He also gave him as many 

I forces as he thought sufHcicMit fur him to con- 
jqiier Judas withal, and bade him not to spare 
the uattou at all. When Nicanor w'as come 
to Jerusalem, he did not resolve to Bght Judas 
immediately, but judged it better to get him 
into his power by treachery; so he sent him 
a message of peace, and said there was no 
manner of necessity for them to fight and 
hazard themselves; and that lie would give 
him his oath that he would do him no harm, 
for that he otfly came with some friends, in 
order to let him know w hat king Demetrius's 
intentions were, and what opinion he had of 
their nation. When Nicanor had delivered 
this message, Judas and his brethren complied 
with him, and suspecting no deceit, they gave 
him assurances of friendship, and received 
Nicanor and his army; but while he was 
saluting Judas, and they were talking together, 
he gave a certain signal to his own soldiery 
upon wliicli they were to seize upon Judas; 
but he perceived the treachery, and ran back 
to his own soldiers, and fled away with them. 
So upon this discovery of his purpose, and of 
the snares laid for Judas, Nicanor determined 
to make open war with him, and gathered his 
army together, and prepared for fighting him ; 
and upon joining battle with him at a certain 
village called Capharsalamu, he heat JudaSy’f^ 
and forced him to fly to tliat citadel which 
was at Jerusalem. 

5. And when Nicanor came down from the 
citadel into the temple, some of the priests 
and elders met him, and saluted him; and 


f Josephus's copies must have been corrupted when 
they here give victory to Nicanor, Contrary to the words 


♦ It is no way probable that Josephus would call ^ , 

Bacchides, that bitter and bloody enemy of the Jews, following, which imply, that he who was beaten fled 
as OUT present copies have it, a man good, or kind, and into the citadel, whlcn for certain belonged to the city 

gentle. What the author of the tlrst of Maccabees, ' ' * "■ - * ' 

whom Josephus here follows, instead of that character, 
says of him, is, that he was a great man in the kinjf- 
flom, and faithful to his king; which was very probably 
Josephus’s meaning also. 


of David or to mount Zion, and was in the possession 
of Nicanor’s garrison, and not of Judas’s: as also it is 
contrary to the express words of Josephus’s oriHinal 
autlior, 1 Maevab. vii, 32, who says that Nicanor lost 
about 5000 mcii, and ited to the city of David. 
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showed him the sacrifices which they said 
they offered to God for the king ; upon which 
he blasphemed, and threatened them, that un- 
less the people would deliver up Judas to him, 
upon his return he would pull down their tem- 
ple. And when he had thus threatened them, 
he departed from Jerusalem : but the priests 
fell into tears out of grief at what he had said, 
and besought God to deliver them from , their 
enemies. Hut now Nicanor, when he was 
gone out of Jerusalem, and was at a certain 
village called Bethoron, he there pitched his 
camp,— -another army out of Syria having 
joined him. And Judas pitched his camp at 
Adasa, another village, which was thirty fur- 
longs distant from Bethoron, having no more 
than one thousand soldiers. And when he 
had encouraged them not to be dismayed at 
the multitude of their enemies, nor to regard 
how many they were against whom they were 
going to fight, but to consider who they 
themselves were, and for wliat great rewards 
they hazarded themselves, and to attack the 
enemy courageously, he led them out to fight, 
and joining battle with Nicanor, which proved 
to be a severe one, he overcame the enemy, 
and slew many of them ; and at last Nicanor 
himself, as he was fighting gloriously, fell ; — 
upon whose fall the army did not stay ; but 
when they had lost their general, they were 
put to flight, and threw down their arms. 
Judas also pursued them and slew them ; and 
gave notice by the sound of his trumpets to 
the neighbouring villages that he had con- 
'luered the enemy ; which when the inhabi- 
tants heard, they put on their armour hastily, 
and met their enemies in the face as they were 
running away, and slew them, insomuch that 
not one of them escaped out of this l)attle ; 
who were in number nine thousand. This 
victory happened to fall on the tliireenth day 
of that month which by the Jews is called 
Adar, and by the Macedonians Dystrus : and 
the Jews therein celebrate this victory every 
year, and esteem it as a festival day. After 
which the Jewish nation were, for a while, 
free from wars, and enjoyed peace ; but after- 
ward they returned into their former state of 
wars and hazards. 

6. But now as the high-priest Alcimus was 
resolving to pull down the wall of the sanc- 
tuary, which had been there of old time, and 
had been built by the holy prophets,* he was 
smitten suddenly by God, and fell down. 
Tills stroke made him fall down speechless 
upon the ground ; and undergoing torments 
for many days, he at length died, when he 
had been higli-priest four years. And w-ben 

* This account of tlic uowrabte death of Alcimus or 

Jacimus, the wicked hich-priesl (the ftrnt that was not 
of the family of the high-pric^t^ and made by a vile 
heathen. Lysias), before thu oc- h of Judas, and of Ju- 
das's aiia'eshlon to him as hijjh-pi lest, tKith here and at 
the ooDclusuKi of thli: b<H»k, <5ucctly contra<iicts 1 Mac. 
u. .'>4— J57, which plact*fi hisdtraih after the death of Ju- 
(las, and say* not a syllable of tlie bij;h-prie»thood of 
Judjs 


he was dead, the people bestowed the high- 
priesthood on Judas; who hearing of the power 
of the Romans, f and that they had conquered 
in war Galatia, and Iberia, and Carthage, and 
Lybia ; and tliat, besides these, they had sub- 
dued Greece, and their kings, Perseus, and 
Philip, and Antiochus the Great also, he 
resolved to enter into a league of friend- 
ship with them. He therefore sent to Romo 
some of his friends, EupoLemus the son of 
John, and Jason the son of Eleazar, and by 
them desired the Romans that they would as- 
sist them, and be their friends, and would 
write to Demetrius that he would not fight 
against the Jews. So the senate received the 
ambassadors that came from Judas to Rome, 
and discoursed with them about the errand on 
which they came, and then granted them a 
league of assistance. They also made a de- 
cree concerning it, and sent a copy of it into 
Judea. It was also laid up in the capital, 
and engraven in brass. Tlie decree itself was 
this “ The decree of tlic senate concerning 
a league of assistance and friendship with the 
nation of the Jews. It sJiall not be lawful 
for any that are subject to the Romans to 
make war with the nation of the Jews, nor to 
assist those that do so, either by sending them 
corn, or ships, or money. And if any attac k 
be made upon the Jews, the Romans sliall 
assist them, as far as they are able; and again, 
if any attack be made upon the RoiiiaiiK, the 
Jews shall assist them. And if tlie Jews have 
a mind to add to, or to take away any thing 
from, this league of assistance, that shall be 
done with the common consent of the Ro- 
mans. And whatsoever addition shall thus 
be made, it sliall be of force,** This decree 
was written by Eupolemus the son of Jolin, 
and by Jason the son of Eleazar,^ when Ju- 
das was higli-priest of the nation, and Simon 
his brother was general of the army. And 
this was the first league that the Romans made 
with the Jews, and was managed after this 


CHAPTER XI. 

THAT BACCHIDF.S WAS AGAIN SENT OUT AGAlNS'f 
JUDAS ; AND HOW JUDAS FELL AS HE WAS 

courageously fighting. 

§ 1. But w'hen Demetrius was informed of 
the death ot Nicanor, and of the destruction 

t How well the Roman histories agree to this account 
of the conquests and powerful condition of the Romans 
at this time,— seethe notes In Havercamp’s edition ; on- 
ly, that the number of the senators of Rome was tntn 
just 3X0, is, 1 think, only known from 1 Maccab. ViU, 

t This subscription is wanting. 1 Maccab. viii, IT» 
29, and must be the words of Josephus, wlio, by nii^ 

1 *t,at Judas wai 

whiei) yet he seems not to have tieen till after the 
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of th& army that was with him, he sent Bac> 
chides again with an army into Judea, who 
marched out of Antioch, and came into Ju> 
dea, and^pitched his camp at Arbela, a city of 
Galilee; and having besieged and taken those 
that were in caves (for many of the people 
fled into such places), he removed, and made 
all the haste he could to Jerusalem. And 
when he had learned that Judas had pitched 
his camp at a certain village whose name was 
Bethzetho, he led his army against him : they 
were twenty thousand footmen, and two thou- 
sand horsemen. Now Judas had no more 
soldiers than one thousand.* When these 
saw the multitude of Bacchides*s men, they 
were afraid, and left their camp, and fled all 
away, excepting eight hundred. Now when 
Judas was deserted by his own soldiers, and 
the enemy pressed upon him, and gave him 
no time to gather his army together, he was 
disposed to fight with Bacchides’s army, 
though he had but eight hundred men with 
him ; so he exhorted these men to undergo 
the danger courageously, and encouraged 
them to attack the enemy. And when they 
aid they were not a body suflicient to fight 
so great an army, and advised that they should 
retire now and save tliemselves, and tliat when 
he had gathered his own men together, then 
he should fall upon the enemy afterwards, his 
answer was this; — “ Let not the sun ever 
sec such a thing, that 1 should show my back 
to the enemy ; and although this be tlic time 
that will bring me to my end, and 1 must die 
in this battl 1 will rather stand to it coiir 
ageoiisly, and bear whatsoever comes upon 
me, than by now- running away, bring re- 
proach ii| .'1 iny former great actions, or tar- 
nish tlieir glory.” This was the speech he 
made to those that remained with him, and 
whereby he encouraged them to attack the 
enemy. 

2. But bacchides drew his army out of 
their camp, and pet them in array for the bat- 
tle, He set the horsemen on both the wings, 
and tlie light soldiers and the archers he 

• That this copy of Joscphu.s, .ss he wrote it, had 
here not loot) but 3ruu, with 1 Mtic. ix, .5, is very plain : 
tiecause, though the main part ran away at first, even 
in Jt)senhus, as well as in 1 Mac. ix, tJ, yet, ns Uicre, w> 
here, SiX) are said to have remained with .ludas; which 
would be absurd, if Uie whole number had been no more 
than 10(X). 


placed before the whole army, but was him- 
self on the right wing. And when he had 
thus put his army in order of battle, and was 
going to join battle with the enemy, he com- 
manded the trumpeter to give a signal of bat- 
tle, and the army to make a shout, and to fall 
on the enemy. And when Judas had done 
the same, he joined battle with them ; and as 
both sides fought valiantly, and the battle 
continued till sun-set, Judas saw that Bac- 
chideiS and the strongest part of the army was 
in the right wing, and thereupon took the 
most courageous men with him, and ran up- 
on that part of the army, and fell upon those 
that were there, and broke their ranks, and 
drove them into the middle, and forced them 
to run away, and pursued them as far as to a 
mountain called Aza : but when those of the 
left wing saw that the right wing was put to 
flight, they encompassed Judas, and pursued 
him, and came behind him, and took him in- 
to the middle of their army ; so not being 
able to fly, hut encompassed round about 
with enemies, he stood still, and he and those 
that were with him fought ; and when he had 
slain a great many of those that came against 
, him, he at last was himself wounded, and fell, 
i and gave up the ghost, and died in a way like 
to his former famous actions. When Judas 
was de.id, those that were with him had no 
one whom they could regard [as their com 
tnaiider] ; but when they saw themselves de 
prived of such a general, they fled. But 
Simon and Jonathan, Judas’s brethren, re 
ccived his dlhid body by a treaty from the ene- 
my, and carried it to the village Mcdin, where 
their father had been buried, and there buried 
him ; while the multitude lamented him ma- 
ny days, and performed the usual solemn 
rites of a funeral to him. And this was the 
end that Judas came to. He had been a 
man of valour and a great warrior, and 
mindful of all the commands of their father 
Maitathias ; and had undergone all diflicul- 
ties, both in doing and suflering, for the li- 
berty of his countrymen. And when his cha- 
luie 

he left behind him a glorious reputation and 
memorial, by gaining freedom for his nation, 
and delivering them from slavery under the 
the Macedonians. And when he had retained 
the high-priesthood three years, he died 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EGHTY-TWO YEARS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF JUDAS MACCABEUS TO QUEEN ALEXAN 

D11A*S DEATH. 


CHAPTER I. 

HOW JONATHAN TOOK THE GOVEHNMENT AF- 
TER HIS BROTHER JUDAS ; AND HOW HE, TO- 
GETHER WITH HIS BROTHER SIMON, WAGED 
WAR AGAINST BACCHIDES. 

§ 1. By what means the nation of the Jews 
recovered their freedom when they had been 
brought into slavery by the Macedonians, and 
w’hat struggles, and how many great battles, 
Judas, the general of their army, ran through 
till he was slain as lie was fighting for them, 
hath been related in the foregoing book ; but 
after he was dead, all the wicked, and those 
‘.hat transgressed the laws of their forefathers, 
sprang up again in Judea, an^ grew upon 
them, and distressed them on e\cry side. A 
famine also assisted liieir tvickedness, and af- 
flicted the country, till not a few, who by reason 
of their want of necessaries, and because they 
were not able to bear up against tlie miseries 
that both the famine and their enemies brought 
upon them, deserted their country, and went 
to the Macedonians. And now Bacciiides 
gathered those Jews together who had aposta- 
tized from the accustomed way of living of 
their forefathers, and chose to live like their 
neighbours, and<^committed the care of the 
country to them ; wlio also caught the f riends 
of Judas, and those of his party, and deliver- 
ed them up to Bacchides, wlio, when l.e 
had, in the first place, tortured and tor- 
mented them at his pleasure, he, by that 
means, at length killed them. And when 
this calamity of the Jews was become so 
great, as they had never had experience of 
the like since their return out of Babylon, 
those that remained of the companions of .Ju- 
das, seeing that the nation was about to be 
destroyed after a miserable manner, came to 
bis brother Jonathan, and desired him that he 
would imitate his brMthcr, and that care 
which he took of his countrymen, for whose 
liberty in general he died m. . , and that he 
would not }}ermit the nation to be without a 
governor, especially in those destructive cir- 


cumstances wherein it now was. And when 
Jonathan said that he was ready to die for 
I them, and was indeed esteemed no way infe- 
rior to his brother, he was appointed to be the 
general of the Jewisli army. 

2. When Bacchides heard this, and was 
afraid that Jonathan miglit he very trouble- 
some to the king and the Macedonians, as 
Judas had been before him, he sought how he 
might slay him by treachery : but this inten- 
tion of his was not unknown to Jonathan, nor 
his brother Simon ; but whcMi these tw'o were 
apprised of it, they took all their companions, 
and presently fled into that wilderness which 
was nearest to the city ; and when they were 
come to a lake called Asphar, they abode 
there. Hut when Bacchides w'as sensible 
that they were in a low state, and were in that 
place, lie hasted to fall upon them with all 
his forces, and pitching his camp beyond Jor- 
dan, he recruited his army ; but when Jona- 
than knew that Bacchides was coming upon 
him, he sent his brother John, who was also 
called Gaddis, to the Nabatean Arabs, that 
he might lodge his baggage with them until 

. the battle w’ith Bacchides should be over, for 
they were the Jews’ friends. And the sons 
of Amhri laid an ambush for John, from the 
city Medaba, and seized upon him, and upon 
those that were with him, and plundered all 
that they had with them ; they also slew John, 
and all his companions. However, they w ere 
sufiiciently puni.shed for what they now did 
by John's brethren, as we shall relate pre- 
sently. 

3. Bui when Bacchides knew that Jona- 
than had pitched his camp among the lakes 
of Jordan, he observed w'hen their Sabbath- 
day came, and then assaulted him, as suppos- 
ing that he would not flght because of the law 
for resting on that day] : but he exhorted 
his companions [to fight] ; and told them, 
that their lives were at stake, since they were 
encompassed by the river, and by their ene- 
mies, and had no way to escapei for that then 
enemies pressed upon them before, and th« 
nver was behind them* So, after he h®** 
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prayed to God to give them the victory, he 
joined battle with the enemy, of whom he 
overthrew many; and as he saw Bacciiides 
coming up boldly to him, he stretched out bis 
right hand to smite him ; but the other fore- 
seeing and avoiding the stroke, Jonathan with 
his companions leaped into the river, and 
•warn over it, and by that means escaped be- 
yond Jordan, while the enemy did not pass 
over that river; but Bacchides returned pre- 
sently to the citadel at Jerusalem, having lost 
about two thousand of his army. He also 
fortified many cities of Judea, whose walls 
had been demolished ; Jericho, and Emmaus, 
and Bethoron, and Bethel, and Tiinna, and 
Pharatho, and Tecoa, and Gazara, and built 
towers in every one of these cities, and en- 
compassed them with strong walls, that %vcrc 
very large also, and put garrisons into them, 
that they might issue out of tin nd do 
iniscluef to the Jews. He also fortilicd the 
citadel at Jerusalem more than all the rest. 
Moreover, he took the sons of llie principal 
Jews as pledges, and shut them iij) in the 
citadel, and in that inaniier guarded it. 

4. About the same time, one came to Jo- 
nathan, and to his brother Simon, and told 
them that tlje sons of Ambri were celebrating 
a marriage, atul bringing the bride from the 
city Gabatlia, who was the daughter of one of 
the illustrious men among the Arabians, and 
that tlie damsel was to be conducted with 
pomp and splendour, an<l mucli riches : so 
Jonatlian and Simon thinking this appeared 
to4)e the fittest time for them to avenge the 
dcutli of their brother, and that they had forces 
sufficient for receiving satisfaction from them , 
for his dea' h, they made liaste to Medaba, and ■ 
lay in wait arnom^ the mountains for the com- | 
ing of t!)eir enonies ; and as soon as they saw | 
them conducting the virgin jind the britle-! 
groom, and such a great company of their 
friends with them as was to be expected at this 
w'odding, they sallii 1 out of their ambush and 
slew them all, — and took their ornaments, and 
all the prey that then followed them, and so 
returned, ami received this satisfaction for 
their brother John from tlie sons of Ambri ; 
for as well these themselves as their 

friends, and w'ive', and cliildrcn, that follow'- 
ed them, perished, being in number about four 
hundred. 

3. However, Simon and Jonathan returned 
to the lakes of the river, and abode there ; but 
Bacchides, when he had secured all Judea 
with bis garrisons, returned to the king; and 
then it was that the allairsof Judea were quiet 
fur two years ; but when the deserters and the 
wicked saw that Jonathan and those that were 
with him lived in the couu(»’y very quietly, by 
reason of the peace, they sent to king Deme- 
trius, and excited him to send Bacchides to 
seize upon Jonathan, wiiich they said was to 
be done witliout any trouble, and in one 
night’s time ; and that if they fell upon them 
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before they were aw'are, they might slay them 
all. So the king sent Bacchides, who, when 
he was come into Judea, wrote to all his 
friends, both Jews and auxiliaries, that they 
should seize upon Jonathan, and bring him to 
him; and when, upon all their endeavours, 
they w'ere not able to seize upon Jonathan, 
for he was sensible of the snares they laid for 
him, and very carefully guarded against them, 
Bacchides was angry at these deserters, as 
having imposed upoti him, and upon the king, 
and slew' fifty of their leaders ; whereupon 
Jonathan, with liis brother, and those that 
were with him, retired to Bethagla, a village 
that lay in the wilderness, out of his fear of 
Bacchides. He also built towers in it, and 
encompassed it w'itli w'alls, and took care that 
it should be safely guarded. Upon the hear- 
ing of which Bacchides led his own army 
along with him, and besides took his Jewish 
auxiliaries, and tame against Jonathan, and 
made an assault upon his fortifications, and 
besieged him many days, but Jonathan did 
not abate of his courage at the zeal Bacchides 
used in the siege, but courageously opposed 
him ; and while he left his brother Simon in 
the city to fight with Bacchides, he w'ent pri- 
vately out himself into the country, and got 
a great body of men together of his own party, 
and fell upon Bacchides’s camp in the night- 
, time, and destroyed a great many of them. 

I His brother Simon knew als^o of tliis his fall- 
ing upon them, because be perceived that the 
enemies were slain by him, so he sallied out 
upon them, ami burnt the engines which tlie 
Macedonians used, and made a great slaugh- 
ter of them ; and when Bacchides saw' himself 
encompassed with enemies, and some of them 
before, and some behind him, he fell into de- 
spair and trouble of mind, as confounded at 
the unexpected ill succccss of this siege, 

1 However, he vented his displeasure at these 
I misfortunes upon those deserters who sent 
j for him from the king, as having deluded 
liini. So he had a mind to put an end to 
this siege after a ‘di cent manner, if it were 
possible for him so to do, and then to return 
lioine. 

(>, When Jonathan understood these his 
intentions, he sent ambassadors to him about 
a league of friendship and mutual assistance, 
and that they might restore those they had 
taken captive on both sides. So Bacchides 
thought this a pretty decent way of retiring 
home, and made a league of friendship with 
Jonathan, when tliey swarc that they w'ould 
not any more make war against one another. 
Accortlingly, he restored the captives, and 
took h s ow n men with him, and returned to 
the king at Antioch ; and after this his de- 
parture, he never came into Judea again. 
Then did Jonatlian take the opportunity of 
this quiet state of things, and w'ent and lived 
in the city Michmash ; and there governed 
the rouUitiido, and punished the wicked %iid 
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ungodly, and by tliat means purged the na- 
tion of them. 


CHAPTER 11. 

HOW ALEXANDER [baLa\ IN HIS WAR WITH 
DEMETRIUS, GRANTED JONATHAN MANY 
ADVANTAGES, AND APPOINTED HIM TO BE 
HIGH-PRIEST, AND PERSUADED HIM TO ASSIST 
HIM, ALTHOUGH DEMETRIUS PROMISED HIM 
GREATER ADVANTAGES ON THE OTHER SIDE. 
CONCERNING THE DEATH OF DEMETRIUS; . 

§ 1. Now in the hundred and sixtieth year, 
it fell out that Alexander, the sun of Autio- 
chus Fipiphanes,» came up into Syria, and 
took Ptoleinais, the soldiers having betrayed 
It to him, for they were at enmity with De- 
metrius, on account of his insolence and dif- 
ficulty of access ; for he shut himself up in a 
palace of his that had four towers, which he 
had built himself, not far from Antioch, and 
admitted nobody. lie was withal slothful 
and negligent about the public ailairs, where- 
by the hatred of his subjects was the more 
kindled against him, as we have elsewhere aU 
ready relate<l. When, therefore, Demetrius 
heard that Alexander was in Ptolemais, he 
took his whole army, and led it against 
him ; he also sent ambassadors to Junatluin, 
about a league* of mutual assistance and 
friendship, for he resolved to be beforehand 
with Alexander, lt•^t the other should treat 
with him first, aiul gain assistance from 
him ; and this he did out of the fear he 
had lest Jonathan should remember how 
ill Demetrius had formerly treated him, and 
should join with liiin in this war against him. 
He therefore gave orders that Jonathan should 
be allowed to raise an army, and should get 
armour made, and should receive back those 
hostages of the Jewish nation w horn liacchi- 
des had shut up in the citadel of Jerusalem. 
When this good fortune had befallen Jona- 
than, by the concession .of Demetrius, he 
came to Jerusalem, and read the king’s letter 
in the audience of the peojile, and of those 
that kept the citadel. When these were read, 
these wicked men and deserters, w'ho were in 
the citadel, were greatly afraid, upon the 
king’s permission to Jonathan to raise an 
»rmy, and to receive back the hostages; so 

• This Alexander Hala, who certainJy pretended to 
DC the son of Antioehiis Kpiphanes, and was owned f»>r 
vch by the Jews and Romans, and many utiters, and 
yet is liy several historians deemed to be a counterfeit, 
and t»f no family at all, is, however, by Josephus, b« ' 
lieved to have been the real wm of that Antioehus, and 
by him always spoken of accordingly; and truly, since 
the original contomiiorary and authentie author of the 
first bo«jk of Maccabees (x, 1> calls him by his father’s 
name, Epiphanes, and says he was the son of Anti'ichus, 

I suppose the other writers, w.,o are all much later, arc 
not to be followed against such tn i h-i i c, though i... 

a Epinhanes might have him ny . ^ >man of uo fa- 
, Die kmg ot Egypt also. l*iuK,..i. tor, soon gave 
nlm his daughter m mariiige, wh:. h He would liardly 
bavcrdone, iiai) iic believed liim to oc - I'oimterfeiLand 
of w> very mean buth as the iaii i nisio.i.tiis pretend. 


he delivered every one of them to his own 
parents; and thus did Jonathan make his 
abode at Jerusalem, renewing the city to a 
better state, and reforming the buildings as 
he pleased ; for he gave orders tliat the walls 
of the city should be rebuilt with square 
stones, that it might be more secure from 
their enemies ; and when those that kei)t the 
garrisons that were in Judea saw this, they all 
left them, and fled to Antioch, excepting 
those that were in the city Bethsura, and 
those that were in the citadel of Jerusalem, 
for the greater part of these was of the wicked 
Jews and deserters, and on that account these 
did not deliver up their garrisons* 

2. When Alexander knew w,iat promises 
Demetrius had made Jonathan, and withal 
knew his courage, and what great things he 
had done when he fought the Macedonians, 
and besides what hardships he had undergone 
by the means of Demetrius, and of Bacchi- 
des, the general of Demetrius’s army, he told 
his friends that he could not at present find 
any one else that might afl'ord liim better as- 
sistance than Jonatlian, who was buth coiiru- 
geous against his enemies, and had a particu- 
lar hatred against Demetrius, as having hath 
suffered many hard things from him, and 
acted many hard tilings against him. If, 
therefore, they were of ojiinion that they 
should make him their friend against Deme - 
trius, it was more for their advantage to in- 
vite him to assist them now than at anoUier 
time. It being therefore determined by him 
and his friends to send to Jonathan, he wcote 
to him this epistle: — “ King Alexander to 
Ills brother Jonatlian, sendeth greeting. We 
liavc hmg ago heard of lliy courage and thy 
fidelity, and fur that reason have sent to thee, 
o make with thee a league of friendship and 
I mutual assistant' W'e therefore do ordain 
hee this day the higli-priesl of the Jews, and 
that thou beest called my friend. 1 have also 
sent thee, as presents, a purple robe and a 
golden crow'ii, and desire that, now thou art 
by u.i honoured, thou wilt in like manner re 
' spect us also. 

j H. When Jonatli.in had received this letter, 
j he put on the pontifical robe at the time of 
the feast of tabernacles, f four years after tlie 
death of his brother Judas, for at that time 
no high-priest had been made. So he raised 
great forces, and had abundance of armour 
"Ot ready. This greatly grieved Demetrius 
when he heard of it, and made him blame 
himself for his slowness, that he had not pre- 

t Since Jonathan plainly did not p«iton the ^ntiliciil 
robes till seven or eight years after tne death of his bro- 
ther Judas, or not till the Feast of Tabernacles, in tno 
lUUof the Seleucida* (1 Maeeab. x. i’l), Petitus's emeii- 
dation seeni.s hen* to deserve consideration, who, Insteaa 
of ** after four years fflncc the deatb of his brother .lu- 
das," would have us riNMl, ** and therefore after eignt 
years since the death of lus brother Judas. T his wou « 
tolerably well agree with the date of the Maccabt-es, ana 
with Josephus’s own exact clironology at the end ot me 
twentieth book of these Antiquities, whieb the prcseui 
text cannot be made to do. 
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vented Alexander, and got the good-will of 
Jonathan, but had given him time so to do. 
However, he also himself wrote a letter to 
Jonathan, and to the people, the contents 
whereof are these ; — “ King Demetrius to Jo- 
nathan, and to the nation of the Jews, sendeth 
greeting. Since you have preserved your 
friendship for us, and when you have been 
tempted by our enemies, you have not joined 
yourselves to them ; I both commend you for 
this your fidelity, and exhort you to continue 
in the same disposition ; for which you shall 
be repaid, and receive rewards from us: for 
I will free you from the greatest part of the 
tributes and taxes which you formerly paid 
to the kings my predecessors, and to myself ; 
and I do now set you free from those tributes 
which you have ever paid ; and besides, I 
forgive you the tax upon salt, and the value 
of the crowns which you used to offer to me:* 
and instead of the third part of the fruits [of 
the field], and the half of the fruits of tiu 
trees, I relinquish my part of thoju from thk 
day : and as to the poll-money, which ought 
to be given me for every head of the inhabi- 
tants of Judea, and of the three toparchies 
that adjoin to Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, 
and Perea, that 1 relimpiish to you for this 
time, and for all time to come. I will also, 
that the eity of Jerusalem be holy and invio- 
lable, and free from the tithe, and from the 
taxes, unto its utmost hounds ; and I so far 
recede from my title to the citadel, as to per- 
mit Jonathan your high-priest to possess it 
that he may place such a garrison in it as he 
approves of for fidelity and good-will to him 
self, that they may keep it for us. 1 also 
make free all diosc Jews wlio have been made 
captives and slaves in my kingdom. I also 
give order that the beasts of the Jews be not 
pressed for our service : and let their Sab 
baths, and all their festivals, and three days 
before each of dicm, be free from any iinpo 
sition. In the same manner, I set free the 
Jews that are inhabitants in my kingdom, 
and order that uo injury be done tiiciii. J 
also give leave to such of them as are willing 
to list themselves in my army, that they may 
do it, and. those as far as thirty thousand 
which Jewish soldiers, wheresoever they go, 
shall have the same pay that my own army 
hath ; and some of them I w ill place in my 
garrisons, and some as guard.* about mine 
own body, anfl as rulers over tnosc that are 
in my court. I give them leave also to use 
the laws of their forefathers, and to observe 
them ; an.jl I will that they have power over 
the three toparchies that are added to Judea ; 
and it shall be in the power of the high-pricsl 
to take care that no one Jew' shall have any 

* Take (Irollus’s note herci " 'Fhe says he, 

•' wore wont to present crowns ♦^o the kln^s [of Syria] ; 
Afterwards that gold which w;is paid instep of those 
crowns, or which was expended in making them, was 
called the Crown-Gold and Crt'wn-Ta: “ On 1 Macc^ 


other temple for worship but only that at Je- 
rusalem. I bequeath also, out of my own 
revenues, yearly, for the expenses about the 
sacrifices, one hundred and fifty thousand 
[drachmaj] ; and what money is to spare, I 
will that it shall be your own. I also release 
to you those ten thousand drachmae which the 
kings received from the temple, because they 
appertain to the priests that minister in that 
temple. And whosoever shall fly to the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem, or to the places thereto bc- 
onging, or who owe the king money, or are 
there on any other account, let them be set 
Tree, and let their goods be in safety. I also 
jive you leave to repair and rebuild your 
emple, and that all he done at myr expenses. 

I also allow you to build the walls of your 
;ity, and to erect high towers, and that they 
be erected at my charge. And if there be any 
fortified town that would be convenient for 
the Jewish country to have very .strong, let it 
ae so built at my expenses.” 

4. This was what Demetrius promised and 
granted to the Jews, by this letter. But king 
Alexander raised a great army of mercenary 
soldiers, and of those that deserted to him out 
)f Syria, and made an expedition against De- 
metrius. And w hen it was come to a battle, 
the left wing of Demetrius put those who op- 
posed them to flight, and pursued them a 
great way, and slew many of them, and spoil 
ed their camp ; but the right w'ing, where 
Demetrius happened to be, was beaten ; and 
as for all the rest, they ran aw'ay. But De- 
metrius fought courageously, and slew a great 
many of the enemy ; but as he was in pursuit 
of the rest, his horse carried him into a deep 
bog, where it w as hard to get out, and there 
it happened, that upon his horse’s falling 
down, he could not escape being killed ; for 
when his enemies saw wliat had befallen him, 
they returned back, and encompassed Deme- 
trius round, and they all threw their darts at 
him ; but he, being now on foot, fought brave- 
ly. But at length he received so many wounds, 
that he w'as not able to bear up any longer, 
but fell. And this is the end that Demetrius 
came to, when he had reigned eleven years, f 
as we have elsewhere related. 


CHAPTER III. 

THIi FIIIENIWHIP THAT WAS BETWEEN ONJA8 
AND PTOLEMY PHILOMETOR ; AND HOW 
ONIAS BUILT A TEJAPLE IN EGYPT LIKE TO 
THAT AT JERUSALEM. 

§ 1. But tlien the son of Onias the high- 
priest, who was of the same name with his 

t Since the rest of the histoTions now extant give 
this Demetrius 13 years, and Joscphtis only 11 years, 
Dean Prideaux docs not amiss in ascribing to him the 
tneaii number 
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father, and who fled to king Ptolemy, who 
was called Philometor, lived now at Alexan- 
dria, as we have said already. When tin- 
Onias saw that Judea was oppressed by the 
Macedonians and their kings, out of a desire 
to purchase to himself a memorial and eter- 
nal fame, lie resolved to send to king Ptolemy 
and queen Cleopatra, to ask leave of them 
that he might build a temple in Egypt like to 
that at Jerusalem, and might ordain Levites 
and priests out of their own stock. The chief 
reason why he was desirous so to do, was, that 
he relied upon the prophet Isaiah, wlio lived 
above six hundred years before, and foretold 
that there certainly was to be .a temple built 
to Almighty God in Egypt liy a man that was 
a Jevv. Onias was elevated with this predic- 
tion, and wrote the following epistle to Pto- 
lemy and Cleopatra: — Having done many 
and great things for you in the aflairs of the 
war, by the assistance of God, and that in 
Colesyria and Pha*nicia, I came at length with 
the Jews to Eeontopolis, and to other placei^ 
of your nation, where I fuuiul that the great- 
est part of your people had temples in an im- 
proper manner, and that on this account they 
bare ill will one against another, which hap- 
pens to the Egyptians by reason of tiie mul- 
titude of their temples, and the ditl'erence of 
opinions about divitie worship. Now 1 found 
a very fit place in a castle that hath its name 
from the country Diana ; this place is full of 
materials of several sorts, and replenished wiih 
sacred animals : I desire, therefore, that you 
will grant me leave to purge this lioly place, 
which belongs to no master, and is fallen 
down, and to build there a temple to Almigh- 
ty God, after the pattern of that in Jerusalem, 
and of the same dimensions, that may be for 
the benefit of thyself, and thy wife and chil- 
dren, that those Jews who dwell in Egypt 
may have a place whither they may come and 
meet together in mutual harmony one with 
another, and be subservient to thy advantages; 
for the prophet Isaiah foretold, that * there 
should be an altar in Egypt to the Lord 
God * and many other such things did he 
prophesy relating to that place.” 

♦ It seems to ire, contrary to the opinion of Jose- 
phus, aiif' of the ijjoiierns, both Jews and Christians, 
that this prophec’V of Isaiah, xix, lb, tsc. ‘ In that day 
tlicre shall be an 'altar to the Lord in the njitl>t of the 
land of Egypt,’ Ae. directly foietold the building of this 
temple of Onias in F'gypt, and was a suffleient warrant 
to the Jews fir building it, ami for worsliipping the true 
tiod, the God of Israel, therein. See Anthent Hcc. ii, 
p. 755. That God seems to ha\'e soon Iiettcr accepted 
of the sacrifices and prayer* lu re ollerod him than those 
at Jerusalem ; see the note on eh, x, wet And truly 
the marks of Jewish comiption or inUriiokition in this 
text, in order to discourage their fieoplc troui approving 
nf the worship of God here, are very strong, aiul highly 
deserve our eonsideration and correction. 1'he forego 
,ng verse in Isaiah nnw thus in our eoinmo’i copies:— 
**ln that day shall hve cities in the land of Egypt speak 
the language of Canaan," [the Hebrew language; shall 
be full of Jews, whose sacred IvkjI' • r uj TiebrewJ 

and swear to the Lord of Hosts : »r the first] 

rttall be colled ‘ tlie (”ity of Destruction,’” Iwi. xx, 18. 

A stnmge name* city of Destruction,'’ upon so Joy- 
fill ail 0 (x;asicm i and a name never heard of m the land 
of Egypt, or peibaps in any nation. The old 
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2 And this was wliat Onias w’rote to king 
Ptolemy. Now any one may observe his 
piety, and that of his sister and wife Cleopatra, 
by that epistle which they wrote in answer to 
it ; for they laid the blame and the transgres- 
sion of the law upon the head of Onias 
And this was tlieir reply : — King Ptolemy 
and queen Cleopatra to Onias, send greeting. 
We have read tliy petition, wherein fhoii de- 
sirest leave to be given to thee to purge that 
temple which is fallen down at Leontopolis, 
in the Nomus of Heliojiolis, and which is 
named from the country Buhnstis; on which 
account we cannot but wonder that it should 
be pleasing to God to have a temple erected 
ill a place so unclean, and so full of sacred 
animals. But since thou sayest that Isaiah 
the prophet foretold this long ago, we give 
thee leave to do it, if it may be done accord- 
ing to your law', and so that wo may not ap- 
pear to base at all ollended God herein.” 

3. So Onias took the place, and built a 
leinpie, and an altar to God, like indeed to 
that in Jerusalem, but smaller and poorer. I 
<lo not think it proper ior me now to describe 
its dimensions, or its vessels, w hicli have been 
already described in my seventh book of tlte 
\V ars of the Jews. However, Onias found 
other .Tews like to liimsdf, togelher with 
priests and Levites, that tliere performed di- 
vine service. But we have said enough about 
this temple. 

‘1. Now it came to pass that the Alexan- 
drian Jews, and those Samaritans who paid 
their worship to tlie temple tliat w'as built in 
the days of Alexander at Mount Gerizzim, 
did now make a sedition one against anotber, 
and disputed about tbeir temples before Pto- 
lemy himself, the Jews saying that, according 
to the law' of jVIoses, the temjile wa'* to be 
built at Jerusalem ; and the Samaritans say- 
ing that it was to be built at Gerizzim. 'JTiey 
desired t’lerefore the king to sit with his 
friends and bear the debates about these mat- 
ters, and pLinish those with death w'bo were 
laflled. Now Sabbeus and Theodosius ma- 
laged t])c argument for the Samaritans, and 

reading was evidently the City of the Sun, or Heliopo- 
lis; and Onkelos, in effect, and .Syniiuaehus, witli the 
Arabic version, entirelj eonfe.S'^ Unit to bi* the true read- 
ing. 'fhe Sentuagint also, although they have the text 
lisguised ill the coinniun copies, and call it Awdek, the 
i.’ity of Ilighteousncss ; yet m two or three other copies 
the Hebrew word itself wr the Sun, Aehares, or Thares, 
is preserved. And .since Onias in.-istf with the king and 
fiueen, that Isaiah’s projiheoy eontained iTi.any olher prc- 
djetions relaling to this placi,> besides the words recited, 
it is highly probable that these were e.sj>eeially meant by 
him ; mul that one main reason why he applied this 
prediction to himself, and to his prefecture of Heliopo- 
lis, which Dean Prideaux well proves was in that part of 
Egypt, .and why lie chose to build in that prefecture of 
Heliopolis, tliough oOierwisc an improper place, was 
Uiis : That the same authority that he had for building 
this temple in Egypt, the very same lie had for building 
it in his own preiccture of Heliopolis also; wn.en ne 
dcsircti to do, and which he ditf acairdingly. Hean 
Prideaux ha,s much ado to avoid seeing this eorrupuon 
of the Hebrew t but it being in support of his owi^pt* 
nion about this tctnple, he durst not see it ; and inae^n* 
reasons here in the most injudicious manner possiow 

hint at the year 149. 
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Andronicus, the son of Messalamus, for the 
people of Jerusalem ; and they took an oath 
by God and the king, to make their demon- 
strations according to the law ; and they de- 
sired of Ptolemy, that whomsoever he should 
find that transgressed what they had sworn to, 
he would put him to death. Accordingly, 
the king took several of his friends into 
the council, and sat down, in order to hear 
A'lmt the pleaders said. Now the Jews that 
were at Alexandria were in great concern for 
those men, whose lot it was to contend for 
the temple at Jerusalem ; for they took it 
very ill that any should take away the repu- 
tation of that temple, which was so ancient 
and so celebrated all over the habitable earth. 
Now when Sabbeusand Theodosius had given 
leave to Andronicus to speak first, lie began 
,o demonstrate out of the law, and out of the 
successions of the higli-priesls, how they every 
one in succession from his father had received 
that di'ji;nity, and ruled over the temple; and 
how all the kings of Asia had hotioureii that 
temple with their donations, and with the 
most splemlid gifts dedicated thereto ; but as 
for that at Gerizzini, lie made no account of 
it, and regarded it, as if it had never had a be- 
ing, By this speech, and other arguments, 
Andronicus persuaded the king to determine 
that the temple at Jerusalem was built ac- 
cording to the laws of Moses,* and to put 
Sabbeus and Theodosius to death. And these 
were the events that befell the Jews at Alex- 
andria ill the days of I’tolerny Pliilomctor. 


c iiArrER IV. 

now ALEXANDKR HOVOlhlED JONATHAN AF- 
TER AN EXrUAORDINARY AIANNEIl ; AND 
HOW DEMETRIUS, THE SON OF DEMETRI- 
US, OVERCAME ALEXANDER, AND MADE A 
LEAGUE OF FIIIENDSLIP WJTIl JONATHAN. 

5 1. Demetrius being thus slain in battle, as 
we have above related, Alexander took the 
kingdom of Syria ; and wrote to Ptolemy 
Vlnlometor, and desired his daughter in niar- 

* A very unfaix disputation this ! while the Jewish 
disputant, knowing that he could not properly prove 
out of the Ucutvx’ueh, that the place which the Lord 
their God shall choose to place his name there,’ so of- 
ten referred to in the book of Deuteronomy, was Jeru- 
salem any more tharrifferiitzim, that being not iletcmiin- 
ed till the days of David, (Antiq. b. vii, ch. xiii, sect o.) 
proves only, what the Samaritans Anl not deny, (hat 
the temple at Jerusalem was much more ancient, and 
much more eelebrateit and hoiiouretl, than that at Ge- 
ri/.zim ; which was nothing to the present puriKisc, the 
whole evidence, by the very oaths of Ixith (lartU**, be- 
ing, we see, obliged to be c^^nftnetl to the law of Moses, 
or to the Pentateuch alone. Howcmt, wordly (Kilicy 
and interest, and the multitude prevailing, the court 
gave sentence, as usual, on the strongiT si«It?, and poor 
•Sabbeus and Thmioslus, the Nainaritaii disputants, 
wore martyred, and this, so far as appears, without any 
uireet hearing at all ; which is iike the usual prai tice of i 
sueh political courts about matters of religion, our 
^^es wy that the body of the Jews were in a great eon- 
“I? bn the plural) who were to di». 

puie tor their temple at Jerusalem ; whereas it seems 


riage ; and said it was but just that he should 
be joined in affimty to one that had now re- 
ceived the principality of his forefathers, and 
had been promoted to it by God’s providence, 
and had conquered Demetrius ; and that was 
on other accounts not unworthy of being re- 
lated to him. Ptolemy received this pi^po- 
sal of marriage gladly ; and wrote him an 
answer, saluting him on account of his hav- 
ing received the principality of his forefathers; 
and jiromising him tliat he w'ould give him 
his daughter in marriage ; and assured him 
that he was coming to meet him at Ptolemais, 
and desired that he would there meet him, for 
that he would accompany her from Egypt so 
far, and would there marry his child to him. 
Wlien Ptolemy had written thus, he cainesud 
derily to Ptolemais, and brought his daugh- 
ter Cleopatra along with him; and as he 
found Alexander there before him, as he de- 
sired him to come, he gave him his child in 
marriage, and for her portion gave her as 
much silver and gold as became such a king 
to give. 

2, When the wedding was over, Alexander 
wrote to Jonathan, the high-priest, and desired 
him to come to Ptolemais. So when he came 
to these kings, and had made them magnificent 
presents, he w as honoured by them both, Alex- 
ander compelled him also to put off his own 
garment, and to take a purple garthent, and 
made him sit with him on his throne ; and 
commanded liis captains that they should gr 
with him into the middle of (he city, and pro- 
claim, that it was not permitted to anyone tc 
speak against him, or to give him any disturb- 
ance. And when the captains had thus done, 
those that were prepared to accuse Jonathan, 
and who bore him ill-will, when they saw the 
honour tliat w.as done him by proclamation, 
and that by the king's order, ran away, and 
were afraid lest some mischief should befall 
them. Nay, king Alexander was so very 
kind to Jonathan, that he set him down as 
the principal of his friends. 

3. But then, upon the l.undred and sixty- 
fifth year, Demetrius, the son of Demetrius, 
came from Crete m ith a gr»?at number of mer- 
cenary soldiers, which Lasthenes, the Cretan, 
brought him, and sailed to Cilicia. This thing 
cast Alexander into great concern and disorder 
when he heard it ; so he made haste im- 
mediately out of Phccnicia and came to An- 

'tioch, that he might put matters in a safe pos- 
iture there before Demetrius should come, 

I He also left Apollonius Dausf governor of 

! heft they had but one disputant, Andronicus by nainej 
I ncrha>>s more were preparcil to speak on the Jews’ side* 
i but the flrsi having answered to his name, and over- 
■ come the Samaritans, tlicrc was no necessity for any 
: other defender of the Jerusalem tcmnlc. 

I f Of tlic several Atxrllonii about these ages, sec Dean 
1 Friilcaux at the year 148. I’/iis Apollonius JDaiis was, 
i by hisaeixiunt, the Min of that Apollonius who had lieeii 
I made governor of (’elesvTia ami 1'ha‘aieu by Seleucus 
Philopaler, and was him’self a oonfldant of his stm Do- 
, metr.us the father, and restored to his father’s govern- 
ment by him, but attorw'ards revolted (Vom him to Alei% 

, andert but not to l^emctrius the son. as he supposes. 
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Celesyria, vi ho, coming to Jamnia with a great 
army, sent to Jonathan, the high-priest, and 
told him that it was not right that he alone 
should live at rest, and with authority, and 
not be subject to the king ; that this thing 
had made him a reproach among all men, 
thatf he had not yet made him siit>ject to 
the king. “ Do not thou therefore deceive 
thyself, aud sit still among the mountains, and 
pretend to have forces with tiiee ; but if thou 
hast any dependence on thy strength, come 
down into the ‘plain, and let our armies l)e 
compared together, and the event of the hat fie 
will demonstrate which of us is the most cou- 
rageous. However, lake notice, ll)at the most 
valiant men of every city are in niy army, and 
that these are the very men who have always 
beaten thy progenitors ; but let us have the 
battle in such a place of the country where we 
may fight with weapons, and not with stones, 
and where there may be no place whithei 
those that arc beaten may fly.” 

4. With this Jonathan was irritated ; and 
choosing himself out ten thousand of his sol- 
diers, he went out of Jerusalem in haste, with 
his brother Simon, and came to Joppa, and 
pitched his camp on the outside of the city, 
because the people of Joppa liad shut their 
gates against liiin, for they had a garrison in 
the city put there by Apollunius. Hut when 
Jonathan was preparing to besiege them, they 
were afraid he would take fhein by force, and 
so they opened the gates to him. lint Apol- 
lonius, when he heard that Joppa was taken 
by Jonathan, took three thousand horsemen, 
and eight thousand footmen, and came to Ash- 
dod ; and removing thence, he made his jour- 
ney silently and slowly, and going up to Jop- 
pa, he made as if he was retiring from the 
place, and so drew Jonathan into the plain, as 
valuing himself higliiy upon his horsemen, 
and having his hopes of victory principally in 
them. However, Jonathan sallied out, and 
pursued Apollonius to Aslidud ; but as soon 
as Apollonius perceived that his enemy was 
in the plain, he came back and gave him bat- 
tle. But Apollonius had laid a thousand 
horsemen in ambush in a valley, that they 
iniglit lie seen by their enemies as behind 
them j w hich when Jonathan perceived, he 
was under no consternation, but, ordering his 
army to stand in a square battle array, lie 
gave tJiem a charge to fall on the enemy on 
both sides, and set them to face those that at- 
tacked them both before and behind ; and 
while the flglit lasted till the evening, he gave 
part of his forces to his brother Simon, and 
ordered him to attack the enemies ; but for 
himself he charged those that were w'ifh him 
to cover themselves with their armour, and 
receive the darts of the liorsemen, who did as 
they were commauutx^ that the enemy^s 
horsemen, while the> threw their darts till 
they i*ad no mure left, 'lid them no harm, for 
the darts that w ( thrown did not enter into 


their bodies, being thrown upon the shields 
that were united and conjoined together, the 
closeness of which easily overcame the force 
of the darts, and they flow about witliout any 
effect. But w-hen the enemy grew remiss in 
throwing I heir darts from morning till .ate at 
night, Simon perceived their weariness, and 
fell upon the body of men before him ; and 
because his soldiers showed great alacrity, he 
put the enemy to flight : and when the horse- 
men saw that the footmen ran away, neither 
did they stay themselves ; but they being very 
weary, by the duration of the fight till the 
evening, and their hope from the footmen be- 
ing quite gone, they basely ran away, aud in 
great confusion also, till they were separated 
one from anotlier, and scattered over all the 
plain. Upon which Jonathan pursued them 
as far as Ashdod, and slew a great many of 
them, and compelled the rest, in despair of 
escaping, to fly to the temple of D.igon, which 
was at Ashdod . but Jountlian took the city 
on the first onset, and burnt it, and the vil- 
lages about it ; nor did he abstain from the 
temple of Dagon itself, but burnt it also, and 
destroyed those that had fled to it. Now* the 
entire multitude of the enemies that fell in 
the battle, and w'cre consumed in the temple, 
w'cre eight thousand. When Jonathan there- 
fore had overcome so great an artny, he re 
moved from Ashdod, and came to Askelou ; 
and when ho had pitched his camp without the 
city, the people of Askelon came out and met 
him, bringing him hospitable presents, and 
honouring him ; so ho accepted of their kind 
intentions, and returned thence to Jerusalem 
with a great deal of p»ey, which he brought 
thence when he conquered his enemies. But 
when Alexander heard that Apollonius, the 
general of his army, was beaten, be pretended 
to be glad of it, because he luul fought with 
Jonathan his friend and ally against his direc 
tions. Accordingly, he sent to Jonathan, and 
gave testimony to his worth ; and gave him 
honorary rewards, as a gulden button,* which 
it is llie custom to give the king’s kinsmen, 
anti allowed him Ekron and its tojrarcliy fur 
his own inheritance. 

5. About this time it was that king Ptole- 
my, who was called J^hilomctor, led an army, 
part by sea and part by land, and came to 
Syria, to the assistance of Alexander, who 
was his son-in daw; and aej^ordi ugly all the 
cities received him willingly, as Alexander 
had commanded them to do, and conducted 
him as far as Ashdod; where they all made 
loud complaints about the temple of Dagon, 
which was burnt, and accused Jonathan of 
having laid it waste, and destroyed the coun- 
try adjoining with fire, and slain a great num* 
her of them. Ptolemy heard these accusations, 

• Dr. Hudson here observes, that the Phoenicians and 
Romans used to reward such as had deserved wcU oi 
them, by presenting to them a golden button. c"* 
v, sect, 4. ' 
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l)ut said nothing. Jonathan also went to 
meet Ptolemy as far as Joppa, and obtained 
from him hospitable presents, and those glori- j 
oils in their kinds, with all the marks of hon- 
our ; and when he had conducted him as far 
as the river called Eleiitherus, he returned a- 
gain to Jerusalem. 

6. But as Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, he 
was very near to a most unexpected destruc- 
tion ; for a treacherous design was laid for 
his life by Alexander, by the means of Am- 
monius, who was his friend : and as the 
treachery was very plain, Ptolemy wrote to 
Alexander, and required of him that he should 
bring Ainmonius to condign punishment, 
informing him what snares had been laid for 
him by Aminonius, and desired that he might 
be accordingly punished for it; but when Al- 
exander did not comply with his demands, lie 
perceived that it was he himself who laid the 
design, and was very angry at him. Alexan- 
der had also formerly been on very ill terms 
with the people of Antioch, for they had suf- 
fered very much by this means; yet did Am-, 
monius at length undergo the punishment his! 
insolent crimes had deserved, for he was kill- 
ed in an opprobrious manner, like a wo- 
man, while be endeavoured to conceal him- 
seK in a feminine habit, as we have elsewhere 
related. 

7. Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for 
having given his daughter in marriage to 
Alexander, and fo|i the league he had made 
with him to assist liim against Demetrius; so 
he dissolved his relation to him, and took his j 
daughter away from him, and immediately | 
sent to Demetrius, and ofl'ered to make a 
league of mutual assistance and friendship' 
with iiim, and agreed with him to give him 
liis daughter in marriage, and to restore him 
to the principality of his fathers. Demetrius 
was well ule ised with this embassage, and ac- 
cepted of his assistance, and of the marriage 
of bis daughlci ; but Ptolemy bad still one 
more hard task to do. and that was to persuade 
the people of Antioch to receive Demetrius, 
because they were greatly displeased at him, 
on account of the injuries liis father Demetrius 
had done them ; yet did he bring this about ; 
for as the people of Antioch hated Alexander 
on Ammonius’s account, as we have shown 
already, they were easily prevailed with to 
cast him out of Antioch ; vho, thus expelled 
out of Antioch, came into Cilicia. Ptolemy 
came then to Antioch, and was made king by 
its inhabitants, and by the army ; so that he 
was forced to put on his own two diadems, the 
one of Asia, the other of Egypt ; but being 


and assured them that he would not be mind- 
ful of what they did to his father in case he 
should be now obliged by them ; and he un- 
dertook that he would himself be a good 
monitor and governor to him ; and promised 
that he would not permit him to attempt any 
bad actions ; but that, for his own part, he was 
contented with the kingdom of Egypt. By 
which discourse he persuaded the people of 
Antioch to receive Demetrius. 

8. But now Alexander made haste, with a 
numerous and great army, and came out of 
Cilicia into Syria, and burnt tlie country be- 
longing to Antioch, and pillaged it; where- 
upon Ptolemy, and his son-in-law Demetrius, 
brought their army against him (for he had 
already given him his daughter in marriage), 
and beat Alexander, and put him to flight ; 
and accordingly he fled into Arabia. Now, 
it happened in the time of the battle that Pto- 
lemy’s horse, upon hearing the noise of an ele- 

I pliant, cast him utf his back, and threw him 
I on the ground ; upon the sight of which ac- 
cident his enemies fell upon him, and gave 
I him many wounds upon his bead, and brought 
him into danger of death, for when his guards 
caught him up he was so very ill, that for 
four days’ time he was not able either to un- 
derstand or to speak. However, Zabdiel, a 
prince among the Arabians, cut off Alex- 
ander’s head and sent it to Ptolemy, who re- 
covering of his wounds, and returning to his 
understanding, err, the fifth day, beard at once 
a most agreeable hearing, and saw a most 
agreeable sight, which w'cre the death and the 
head of Alexander ; yet a little after this his 
joy for the death of Alexander, with which he 
was so greatly satisfied, he also departed this 
ilife. Now Alexander, who was called Balas, 
j reigned over Asia five years, as w e have else- 
I where related. 

9. But when Demetrius, who was styled 
Nicator,* had taken the kingdom, he was so 

j wicked as to treat Ptolemy’s soldiers very 
hardly, neither remembering the league of 
! mutual assistance that was betw^een them, nor 
'that he w’as his son-in-law and kinsman, by 
j Cleopatra’s marriage to him ; so the soldiers 
' fled from his wicked treatment to Alexanr 
dria ; but Demetrius kept his elephants. 
But Jonathan the high-priest levied an army 
out of all Judea, and attacked the citadel at 
Jerusalem, and besieged it. It was held by 
a garrison of Macedonians, and by some of 
those men who had deserted the customs of 
their forefathers. These men at first despised 
the attempts of Jonathan for taking the place, 
as depending on its strength ; but some of 


naturally a good and a righteous man, and not 
desirous of what belonged to others, and be- 
sides these dispositions, being also a wise man 
in reasoning about futiiriti».'s, he determined 
to avoid the envy of the Homans, so he called 
the people of Antioch together to an assembly, 
and persuaded them to .receive Demetrius; 


those w'lcked men went out by night, and 
came to Demetrius, and informed him that 
the citadel was besieged ; who was irritated 

• This name, Demetrius Nicator, or Demetrius the 
oonquuror, is so written on his coins still extant, as 
Hudson and S|ianheim inform us; the latter of whom 
^ves us here the entire inscriptioti, “ Kln< Demetras 
the Cod, Phtladelphus, Nicator,” 
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witli w’bat lie heard, and took his anny, and 
came from Antioch, against Jonathan. And . 

when he was at Antioch, he wrote to him,’ CHAPTER V. 

and commanded him to come to him quickly ; 
to Ptolemais ; upon which Jonathan did not HOW TRYPHO, AFTER. HE HAD BEATEN DEME- 
interinit the siege of the citadel, but took TRius, delivered THE kingdom to antio- 
with him tlie elders of the people, and the CHUS, the son of Alexander, and gain- 

priests, and carried with him gold, and silver, ED JONATHAN FOR HIS ASSISTANT ; AND 

and garments, and a great number of presents concerning the actions and embassies 
of friendship, and came to Demetrius, and OF JONATHAN, 
presented him with them, and thereby paci- } • 

fied the king’s anger. So he was honoured | § 1. Now there was a certain commander of 
by him, and received from him the confirma-' Alexander’s forces, an Apanemian by birth, 
tion of his high-priestliood, as he had posses- w'hose name was Diodotus, and was also call- 
sed it by the grants of the kings his predeces- j ed Trypho, took notice of the ill-will the sol- 
sors. And when the Jewish deserters accused diers bare to Demetrius, and went to Mal- 
him, Demetrius was so far from giving credit ' elms the Arabian, who brought up Antiochus, 
to them, that w hen he petitioned him that he j the son of Alexander, and told him what ill- 
would demand no more than three hundred ! will the army bare Demetrius, and persuaded 
talents for tJie tribute of all Judea, and the j him to give him Antiochus, because he w ould 
three toparchies of Samaria, and Perea, and • make him king, and recover to him the king- 
Galilee, he complied with the proposal, and dom of liis father. Malchus at first opposed 
gave him a letter confirming those grants; ’him in this attempt, because he could not be- 
the contents of which were as follows j lieve him ; but when Trypho lay hard at him 
King Demetrius to Jonathan his brother, for a long lime, he over-persuaded him to 
and to the nation of the Jews, sendeth greet- comply with Trypho’s intentions and entrea- 
ing. We have sent you a copy of that epistle ties. And this was the state Trypho was 
which we have written to Lasthenes our kins- ' now in. 

man, that you may know its contents.— 2. But Jonathan the high-priest, being de- 
* King Demetrius to Lasthenes our father, sirous to get clear of those that were in the 
sendeth greeting, I have determined to re- ' ciuidel of Jerusalem, and of the Jewish de- 
turn thanks, and to show favour to the na-|serters and wicked men, as well as those ir 
tion of the Jews, who hath observed the rules all the garrisons in the coiyitry, sent presents 
of justice *in our concerns. Accordingly, I ■ and ambassadors to Demetrius, and entreated 
remit to them the three prefectures, Aplieri- ! him to take away iiis soldiers out of the 
ma, and Lydda, and Hamatha, which have strong holds of Judea. Demetrius made an- 
been added to Judea out of Samaria, with swer, that after the v\ar, which he was now 
their appurtenances : as also what the kings deeply engaged in, was over, he would not 
my predecessors received from tliosc that of- jonly grant him that, but greater things than 
fered sacrifices in Jerusalem, and what are that also : and he desired lie would send him 
due from the fruits of the earth, and of the ' some assistance ; and informed liiin that his 
trees, and what else belongs to us ; with the army had deserted him. So Jonathan cliose 
salt-pits, and the crow-ns that used to be pre- out tlifee thousand of his soldiers, and sent 
sented to us. Nor sliall they be compelled theni to Demetrius. 

to pay any of those taxes from this time to 3. Now the people of Antioch hated De- 
al! futurity. Take care, therefore, that a inetrius, both on account of what mischief he 
copy of this epistle be taken, and given to bad himself done them, and because they 
Jonathan, and be set up in an eminent place w'ere his enemies also on account of his father 
of their holy temple.’ ” And these were the Demetrius, who had greatly abused them j so 
contents of this writing. And now when they watched some opportunity which they 
Demetrius saw that there w’as peace every- might lay hold on, to fall upon iiim. And 
where, and that there was no danger, nor w'lien tliey were informed of the assistance that 
fear of war, he disbanded the greatest part of was coining to Demetrius from Jonatlinn, 
his army, and diminished their pay, and even and considered at the same tiilie that he would 
retained in pay no others than such foreigners raise a numerous army, unless they prevented 
as came up with him from Crete, and from him and seized upon him, they took their 
the other islands. However, this procured weapons immediately, and encompassed his 
him ill-will and hatred from tlie soldiers, on palace in the way of a siege, and seizing up- 
whom he bestowc'd nothing from this time, i on ail tiie ways of getting out, they soiiglit ^ 
while the kings before iiim used to pay them subdue their king. And whefi he saw tjif. 
in time of peace, as they did before, that they the people of Antioch were become his biftisr 

might have their goo* vjll, and that they enemies, and that they were tlius in arms, he 

might be very ready to undergo the diffi- took the mercenary soldiers which he had 
cutties of Ijirar, if any occasion should re- with him, and those Jews who were sent by 
it* ^ ' loiiathan, and assajyy[ted the Antiociiians; but 
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he was overpowered by them, for they were 
many ten thousands, and was beaten. But 
when the Jews saw that the Antiochians were 
superior, tliey went up to the top of the pa- 
lace, and shot at them from thence ; and be- 
cause they were so reniote from them by their 
height, that they suffered nothing on their 
side, but did great execution on the others, 
as fighting from such an elevation, they drove 
them out of the adjoining houses, and imme- 
diately set them on fire, v/hereupon the flame 
spread itself over the whole city, and burnt it 
all down. This happened by reason of the 
closeness of the houses, and because they 
were generally built of wood : so the Antio- 
chians, when they were not able to help them- 
selves, nor to stop the fire, were put to flight. 
And as the Jews leaped from the top of one 
house to the top of another, and pursued them 
after that manner, it thence hajipened that the 
pursuit was very surprising. But when the 
king saw that the Antiochians were very busy 
in saving their children and their wives, and 
so did not figlit any longer, lu* fell upon them 
in the narrow passages, and fought them, and 
slew a great number of them, till at last they 
were forced to throw down tlieir arms, and to 
deliver themselves up to Demetrius. So he 
forgave them this their insolent behaviour, 
and put an end to the sedition ; and when he 
had given rewards to the Jews out of the 
rich spoils he had gotten, and had returned 
them thatiks, as the cause of his victory, he 
sent them away to Jerusalem to Jonathan, 
with an ample testimony of the assistance 
they had afforded him. Yet did lie prove an 
man to Jonathan afterw’ard, and broke th 
promises he had made ; and he threatened | 
llmt he w’ould make war upon him, unless he' 
would pay all that tribute which the Jewish 
nation ow’cd to tlie first kings [of Syria]. 
And this he had done, if 'IVypho had not hin- 
dered him, and diverted his preparations a- 
gainst Jonathan to a concern for liis own pre- 
servation ; for bo r.ow returned out of Ara- 
bia into Syria, with the child Antioclms, for 
he was yet in age but a youth, and put the 
diadem on his head ; and as the whole forces 
that had left IVmetrius, because they had no 
pay, came to his assistance, he made war up- 
on Demetrius, and joining battle with him, 
overcame him in the fight, and took from him 
both ins elephants^and the city of Antioch. 

Demetrius, upon this defeat, retired in- 
to Cilicia: but the child Antiochus sent am- 
bassadors and an epistle to Jonathan, and 
made him his friend and confederate, and con- 
firmed to him the high -priesthood, and yield- 
ed up to him thy four prefectures which had 
been added to Judea. Moreover, lie sent him 
vessds and cups of gold, and a purple gar- 
ment, and gave him lonve to use them. He 
also presented him with a golden button, and 
“ityled him one of liis principal friends ; and 
appointed his brother Simflll to be t|;ic general 


over the forces, from the Ladder of I'yre un- 
to Egypt. So Jonathan was so pleased with 
these grants made liim by A ntiochus, that he 
sent ambassadors to him and to Trypho, and 
professed himself to be their friend and con- 
federate, and said he would join with him in 
a war against Demetrius, informing him that 
he had made no proper returns for the kind- 
nesses he had done him ; for that when he 
had received many marks of kindness from 
him, when he stood in great need of them, he, 
for such good turns, had requited him with 
farther injuries. 

5. So Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to 
raise himself a numerous army out of Syria 
and Phrenicia, and to make war against De- 
metrius’s generals; whereupon ho w'cnt in 
haste to the several cities, whicli received him 
splendidly indeed, but put no forces into his 
hands And when he w-as come from thence 
to Askelon, the inhabitants of Askelon came 
and brought him presents, and tnet him in a 
splendid manner. lie exhorted them, and 
everyone of the cities of Celesyria, to forsake 
Demetrius, and to join with Antiochus, and 
in assisting him, to endeavour to punish De- 
metrius for what offences he had been guilty 
of against themselves; and told them there 
wore many reasons for that their procedure, 
if they had a mind so to do. .And when he 
had persuaded those cities to promise their as- 
sistance to Antiochus, he came to Gaza, in 
order to induce them also to Im) friends to 
Aiitioclius hut he found the inhabitants ot 
Gaza much more alienated from him than he 
expected, for they had shut their gates against 
him ; and although they had deserted Dcme« 
trius, they hail not resolved to join themselves 
to Antiochus. 'I'his provoked Jonntlian to 
besiege them, and to harass their country; 

' for as he set a part of his army round about 
'Gaza itself, so wiili the rest he overran their 
land, and spoiled it, and burned w hat was in 
I it. When the inhaliitants of Gaza s.aw' them- 
selves in this state of affliction, and that no 
as>.istance came to them from Demetrius, that 
. what distressed them was at hand, but what 
should profit them was still at a great distance, 
and it was uncertain whether it would come 
at all or not, they thought it would be pru- 
dent conduct to leave off any longer continu- 
ance with him, and to cultivate friendship 
with the other ; so they sent to Jonathan, and 
professed they w'ould be his friends, and afford 
I him assistance ; for such is the temper of men, 
that before they have had the trial of great af- 
flictions, they do not understand what is for 
their advantage; but when they find them- 
selves under such afflictions, they then change 
their minds, and what it had been better for 
them to have done before they had been at 
all damaged, they choose to do, but not till 
after they have stiffered such damages. IIow’- 
ever, he made a league of friendship with 
them, aiKt took from them hostages for Uteis 
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performance of it, and sent these hostages to 
Jerusalem, while he went himself over all the 
country, as far as Damascus. 

6. But when he heard that the generals of 
Demetrius's forces were come to the city Ca- 
desh with a mimerous army (the place lies 
between the land of the Tyrians and Galilee), 
for they supposed they should hereby draw 
him out of Syria, in order to preserve Gali- 
lee, and that he would not overlook the Gali- 
leans, who were his own people, when war 
w'as made upon »hem, he went to meet them, 
having left Simon in Judea, who raised as 
great an army as he was able out of the coun- i 
try, and then sat down before Bethsura, Jind | 
besieged it, that being the strongest place in 
nil Judea ; and a garrison of Demetrius’s kept 
it, as we have already related. But as Simon 
was raising banks, and bringing his engines of 
war against Bethsura, and w'as very earnest 
about the siege of it, the garrison was afraid 
lest the place should be taken of Simon by 
force, and they put to the sword ; so they sent 
to Simon, and desired the security of his oath, 
that they should come to no harm from him, 
and that they would leave the place, and go 
aw'ay to Demetrius. Accordingly, he gave 
them his oath, and ejected tljcm out of the 
city, and he put therein a garrison of his own. 

7. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, 
and from the waters which are called Genne- 
sar, for there he w'as before encamped, and 
came into the plain that is called Asor, with- 
out know'iiig that the enemy was there. When 
therefore Demetrius’s men knew a day be- 
forehand that Jonathan was coming against 
them, they lay in ambush in the mountain, 
who were to assault him on the sudden, wliile 
they themselves met him with an army in the 
plain ; which army, when Jonathan saw ready 
to engage him, he also got ready his own soL- 
diers for the battle as well us he was able. 
But tliose that were laid in ambush by De- 
metrius’s generals Iieiug behind them, the 
Jews were afraid lest they should be caught 
in the midst between two bodies, and perish ; 
so they ran away in haste, and indeed all the 
rest, left Jonathan, hut a few that were in 
number about fifty, who staid with him, and 
with them Mattathias, the son of Absalom ; 
and Judas, the son of Chapseus, who were 
commanders of the whole army. These 
marched boldly, and like men desperate, 
against the enemy, and so pushed them, that 
by their courage they daunted them, and with 
their weapons in their hands, they put them 
to flight. And when those soldiers of Jona- 
than that had retired, saw the enemy giving 
way, they got together after their flight, and 
pursued them with great violence; and this 
did they as far as Cadcph, where the camp of 
the enemy lay. 


all bis affairs prospered uett ording to his mind, 
by the providence of God, be sent ambassa- 
Jors to the Homans, being desirous of renew- 
ing that friendship which their nation had with 
them formerly. He enjoined the same am- 
bassadors, that, as they came back, they should 
go to the Spartans, and put them in mind of 
their friendship and kindred. So when the am- 
bassadors came to Home, they went in to their 
senate, and said what they w ere commanded by 
Jonathan their high-priest to say, how he had 
sent them to confirm their friendship. The 
senate then confirmed what had been formerly 
decreed concerning their friendship with the 
Jews, and gave them letters to carry to all the 
kings of Asia and Europe, and to the gover- 
nors of the cities, that they might safely con- 
;luct them to their ow’ii country. According 
ly, as they returned, they came to Sparta, and 
delivered the epistle which they had received 
if Jonatlian to them ; a copy of which here 
follow s : — “ Jonathan the high-priest of the 
Jewish nation, and the senate, and body of 
the people of the Jews, to the ephori and se- 
nate, and body of the people of the Lacede- 
monians, send greeting. If you bo well, and 
both your public and private affairs be agree- 
able to your miiui, it is according to oiir 
wishes. We are well also. When in former 
times an epistle was brought to Onias, who 
was then our higli-priest, from Arcus, who at 
that time was your king, by Demoteles, con- 
cerning the kindred that was between us and 
you, a copy of which is here subjoined, we 
both joyfully received the epistle, and were 
well pleased w'ith Den oteles and Arens, al- 
though we did not need such a demonstration, 
because we were well satisfied about it from 
the sacred writings,* yet did not we think fit 
first to begin the claim of this relation to you, 
lest we should seem too early in taking to our- 
selves the glory wdiich is now given us by you 
It is a long time since this relation of ours to 
you hath been renewed ; and when we, upon 
lioly and festival days, offer sacrifices to God, 
we pray to him for your preservation and vic- 
tory. As to ourselves, although we have had 
many wars that have compassed us around, by 
reason of the covetousness of our neighhours, 
yet did not vve determine to he troublesome ci- 
ther to you or to others that w-ere related to us ; 
but since w'c have now overcome our enemies, 
and have occasion to send ^uinenius, the son 
of Antiochus, and Antipater, the son of* Ja- 
son, who are both honourable men belonging 
to our senate, to the liuinans, wc gave them 
this epistle to you also, that they might re 
new that friendship which is between us, 

« This clause is otherwise rendered in tl»c first btxiW 
of Maccabees, xii, : “ For that we thjB 


8. Jonathan having thus gotten a glorious 
victoiy, and slain twot:;ousancl of the enemy, 
returned to Jen:, .dem. So when he saw that 


But if this were the Jews' meaning, Umt tncy ^ 
tisfled out of their Bible that the Jews and Lacedem 
nians were of kin, that.part of their Bible is ni>w wsi 
fiir wc find no such asilrtton in our present co|woii 
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You will therefore do well yourselves to write 
to us, and send us an account of what you 
stand in need of from us, since we are in all 
things disposed to act according to your de« 
sires.** So the Lacedemonians received the 
ambassadors kindly, and made a decree for 
friendship and mutual assistance, and sent it 
to them. 

9. At this time there were three sects among 
tlie Jews, who haddidcrent opinions concern- 
ing human actions; the one was called the 
sect of the Pharisees, another the sect of the 
Sadducces, and the otlicr the sect of the Es- 
sens. Now for the Pharisees,* they say that 
some actions, hut not all, are the work of fate, 
and some of them arc in our own power, and 
that they are liable to fate, but arc not caused 
by fate. But the sect of the Essens affirm, 
that fate governs all things, and that nothing 
befals men but what is according to its deter- 
mination. And for the Sadducces, they take 
away fate, and say there is no such thing, and 
that the events of human allairs are not at its 
disjiosal ; but they suppose that all our actions 
are in our own power, so that we are ourselves 
the causes of what is good, and receive what 
is evil from our own folly. However, I have 
givrn*a more exact account of these opinions 
in the second book of lire Jewish War 

10. But now the generals of Demetrius 
Ocing willing to recover the defeat they had 
had, gatliered a greater army together than 
they had before and came against Jonathan ; 
l)Ut as soon as was informed of their com- 
ing, he went suddenly to meet them, to the 
country of Hamath, for he resolved to give 
them ii> oppoitunity of coming into Judea; 
so ho pitched h’s camp at fifty furlongs* dis- 
ta icc l^rom the, enemy, and sent out spies to 
take a view or their camp, and after wliat 
manner they were encamped. When Iris 
spies had given him full information, and had 
seized upon some of (hem by night, who told 
hiin ihe enemy would soon attack trim, he 
thus apprized beforehand, provided for his 

'*• Those that siippose .tosc\)lms to contradict himself 
in his tluce several aeeounts ot the notions of the Ph.a- 
risees, this here, and that earlier one, which i.s the larg- 
est, Of the War, L* ii, eh. v lii, sect. 11 ; ainl that later, Au- 
tiq. b. xvili, ell. i, .seel. A ; us if ho sometimes said they 
introduced an absolute fatality, and denied all freedom 
of human aetioii.«, is almost wholly groundless; he ever, 
iw the very learned Cassanboii lure truly observes, as- 
serting that tlie Pharisees were bel veeii the Essens and 
Sadducces, and did so far ascribe all to fate or Divine 
Providence as was consistent with the freedom of liumau 
actions. However, their perplexed way of talking about 
fate or Providence, as over-ruling all things, made it 
rmimonly thought they v/trre willing to excuse their 
sins by iiscribing them to fate, as Hi the A])ostolical 
Constitutions, b. vi, eh. vi. Perhaps, under the sam<- 
general name some ditt’erenee of opinions in this point 
might be propagated, as is very oominon in alt parties, 
especially in points of mctaphy>!ical subtilty. However, 
our Josephus, who in his he art was a great admirer of 
the piety of the Essens, was yet l« prav lice a Pharisee, 
.as he himself informs us, i .i fiis own Life, scot. 2. And 
bis account of this doctrine of the Pharisees, is for cer- 
tain agreeable to his own opinion, who both fully allow c«i 
the freedom of human aeuons, ami yet strongly beUeved 
tne powerful interposition of Divine Providence. See 
eonarnin;i this matter a remarkable clausc> Antiq. b. 
*viii, ch, xl, sect. 7. 
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security, and placed watchmen beyond his 
camp, and kept all his forces armed all night ; 
and be gave them a charge to be of good cour- 
age, and to have their minds prepared to fight 
in the night-time, if they should be obliged 
so to do, lest their enemy’s designs should 
seem conealed from them. But when Deme- 
trius’s commanders were informed that Jona- 
than knew what they intended, their counsels 
were disordered, and it alarmed them to find, 
that the enemy had discovered those their in- 
tentions; nor did they expect to overcome 
them any other way, now they had failed in 
the snares they had laid for them ; for should 
they hazard an open battle, they did not think 
they should he a match for Jonathan’s army, 
so they resolved to fly : and having lighted 
many fires, that when the enemy saw them 
they might suppose they were there still, they 
retired. But when Jonathan came to give 
them battle in the morning in their camp, and 
bund it deserted, and understood they were 
fied, he pursued them ; yet he could not over- 
take them, for they had already passed over 
the river Eleulherus, and were out of danger. 
So when Jonathan was returned thence, he 
went into Arabia, and fought against the Na- 
bateans, and drove away a great deal of their 
prey, and took [many] captives, and came to 
Damascus, and there sold off what he had 
taken. About the same time it was that Si- 
mon his brother went over all Judea and Pa- 
lestine, as far as Askclon, and fortified the 
strong holds : and w hen he had made them 
very strong, both in the edifices erected, and 
in the garrisons placed in them, he came to 
Joppa ; and when he had taken it, he brought 
a great garrison into it, for he heard that the 
people of .Toppa were disposed to deliver up 
the city to Demetrius’s generals. 

1 1. When Simon and Jonathan had finish- 
ed these atlUirs, they returned to Jerusalem, 
wliere Jonathan gathered all the people toge- 
ther, and look counsel to restore the walls of 
Jerusalem, and to rebuild the wall that en- 
compas.scd tlie temple, which had been thrown 
down, and to make the places adjoining 
stronger by very high towers ; and besides 
that, to build another wmH in the midst of 
the city, in order to exclude the market-place 
from the garrison, w'hich was in the citadel, 
and by that means to hinder them from any 
plenty of provisions ; and moreover, to make 
the fortresses that were in the country much 
stronger, and Miore defensible than they were 
before. And when these things were approv- 
ed of by the multitude, as rightly proposed, 
Jonathan himself took care of the building 
that belonged to the city, and sent Simon a- 
way to make the fortresses in the country more 
secure than formerly. But Demetrius passed 
over [^Euphrates], and came into Mesopota- 
mia, as desirous to retain that country still, as 
well as Bvbylon ; and when be should have 
obttiuied the dominion of the upper provinces. 
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to lay a foundation for recovering his entire 
kingdom ; for these Greeks and Macedonians 
dwelt there» frequently sent ambassadors to 
him, and promised that if he would come to 
tliem, they would deliver themselves up to 
him, and assist him in Hghting against Arsa- 
ces,* ibe king of the Parthians. So he was 
elevated with these hopes, and came hastily to 
them, as having resolved that, if he had once 
overthrown the Parthians, and gotten an ar- 
ray of his own, he would make war against 
Trypho, and eject him out of Syria ; and the 
people of that country received him with great 
alacrity. So he raised forces, with which he 
fought against Arsaces, and lost all his army; 
and was himself taken alive, as we have else- 
where related. 


ClIAPTEll VI. 

wow JON.\T»rA.V WAS SLAIN BY TUKAClIIiRY j 
AND HOW THlillEUPON THE JEWS MADE SI- 
MON THEIR r.ENERAT. AND HIGII-PUIESF ; 
WHAT i:Ul'HA(ii:OUS ACTIONS HE ALSO PER- 
FORMED, ESPECIALLY AGAINST TRYPHO. 

1. Now when 'I'rypho knew what had be- 
fallen Uemetrius, he was no longer firm to 
Atitiochus, but contrived by subtilty to kill 
him, and then take possession of his kingdom; 
but the fear that he was in of Jonathan w'.t.s 
an obstacle to this In's design, for Jonathan 
wa?» a friend to Antiochus, for which cause he 
resolved first to take Jonathan out of the 
way, and then to set about his design relating 
to Antiuchus ; but he judging it best to take 
him oir by deceit and treachery, came from 
Antioch to llethslian, w hicli by the Greeks is 
called Scythopoli.', at which place Jonathan 
met him with forty tliousand chosen men, for 
he thought that he cunie to fight him ; but 
when lie perceived that Jonathan was ready 
to fight, he attempted to gain him by presents 
and kind treatment, and gave order to his 
captains to obey him, and by these means was 
desirous to give asi>urance of his good-will, 
and to take away all suspicions out of his 
mind, that so he might make him careless 
and inconsiderate, and rnigijt takv him wiien 
he was unguarded. He also advised him to 
aismiss bis army, because there was no occa - 1 
sion for bringing it with him, when there was] 
no war, but all was in peace. However, he 
desired him to retain a few about him, and 
go with him to Ptolemais, for that he would 
deliver the city up to him, and would bring 

• Tho king, who was of the famous race of Arsaocti, 
is both here and 1 Maf- - ■ 2, called by t' e family- 
name Arsaces; but Appiau , his proper name was! 
Phraates. He is here aUr, called by JoRcphus the kina 
of the Parthians, .ts the Greeks used to call them ; but 
l>y the elder author of the Maccabees, the king of 
the Persiana |HMI Med^, according to the language of 
'.he easfeni aatiom See Authaut. lice, paru ii, p. i lOg. 


all the fortresses that were in the country un- 
der his dominion ; and he told him that he 
came with those very designs. 

2, Yet did not Jonathan suspect any thing 
at all by this his management, but believed 
that Trypho gave this advice out of kindness, 
and with a sincere design. Accordingly, he 
dismissed his army, and retained no more than 
three thousand of them with him, and left 
two thousand in Galilee; and he himself, 
with one thousand, came with Trypho to Pto- 
lemais: but when the people of Ptoleinais 
had shut their gates, as it had been command- 
ed by Trypho to do, he took Jonathan alive, 
and slew all that were with him. He also 
sent soldiers against those two thousand tliat 
were left in Galilee, in order to destroy them: 
but those men having heard the report of what 
had happened to Jonathan, they prevented the 
execution, and before those that were sent by 
IVypho came, they covered themselves with 
their armour, and went away out of the coun- 
try. Now when those that were sent against 
them saw that they were ready to fight foi 
their lives, they gave them no disturbance, 
but returned back to Trypho. 

3. But when the people of Jerusalem heard 
that Jonathan w'as taken, and that the soldiers 
who were with him were destroyed, they de- 
plored his sad fate; and there was earnest in. 
quiry made about him by every body, and a 
great and just fear fell upon them, and made 
them sad, lest now they w’ere deprived of tho 
courage and conduct of Jonatiian, the nations 
about them should hear them ill-will ; and as 
they were before quiet on account of Jonnlhan, 
they should now rise up against them, and hy 
making war with them, should force them into 
the utmost dangers. And indeed what they 
suspected really befel them ; for when those 
nations heard of the death of Jonathan, they 
began to make war with the Jews as now des- 
titute of a governor; Trypho himself got an 
army together, and Imd an intention to go up 
to Judea, and tke war against its inhahi* 
taiils. But vvlr-n Simon saw that the people 
of .lerusalem were terrified at tlie circum- 
stances they were in, lie desired to make a 
.peech to them, and thereby to render them 
more resolute in opposing Trypho when he 
should come against them, lie then called 
the people together into the temple, and thence 
began thus to encourage them: — O my 
countrymen, you are not ignorant that our 
father, myself, and my brethren, have ventured 
to hazard our lives, and that willingly, for the 
recovery of your liberty ; since I have there- 
fore such plenty of examples before mo, and 
we of our family have determined with our- 
selves to die for our laws and our divine wor- 
ship, there shall no terror be so great as to 
banish this resolution from our souls, nor to 
introduce in its place a love of life and a con- 
tempt of glory. Do you therefore follow me 
with alacrity whithersoever I shall lead you» 
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as not destitute of such a captain as is willing than*s sons, he gathered his army together, 


to sufler, and to do the greiitcst things for you ; 
for neither am I better than iny brethren that 
I should be sparing of iny own life, nor so far 
worse than they as to avoid and refuse what 
they thought the most honourable of all things, 
— I mean, to undergo death for your laws, 
and for that worship of God wliich is peculiar 
to you ; I will therefore give such proper de- 
monstrations as will show that 1 am their own 
brother j and I am so bold as to expect that 
I shall avenge their blood upon our enemies, 
and deliver you all, with your wives and child- 
ren, from (he injuries they intend against you, 
and, with God’s assistance, to preserve your 
temple from destruction l)y them ; for I sec 
that these nations liave you in contempt, as 
being without a governor, and that they thence 
arc encoiiraj;ed to make war against you.” 

4. By this speech of Simon he inspired the 
multitude with courage ; and as they had be- 
rorc been dispirited through fear, they were 
now raised to a good hope of belter things, 
insomuch that the whole multitude of the peo- 
ple cried out all at once, that Simon should be 
leader ; and that instead of Judas and Jona- 
than his brethren, he should have the govern- 
ment over them ; And they promised that they 
would readily obey him in whatsoever he 
should command them. So he got together 
immediately all his own soldiers that were fit 
fur war, and made haste in rebuilding the walls 
of tlie city, ami strengthening them by very 
high and strong towers, and sent a friend of 
Ills, one Jonatlian, the son of Absalom, to 
Joppa, and gave him order to eject the inhabi. 
tants out «)f the city, for he was afraid lest they 
should deliver up the city to Trypho ; but lie 
himself staid to secure Jerusalem. 

ft. But Trypho removed from Ptolcmais 
with a great army, and came into Judea, and 
brought Jonathan with him in bonds. Simon 
also met him with his army at the city Adida, 
which is upon a hill, and beneath it lie the 
plains of Judea. And when Trypho knew 
that Simon was by the Jews made their gover- 
nor, he sent to him, and w’ould have imposed 
upon him by deceit and treachery, and de- 
sired, if he w'ould have his brother Jonathan 
released, that he would send him a hundred 
talents of silver, and two <;f Jonathan’s sons 
ns hostages, that wlien he shall be rele.ised 
he may not maketJudea revolt from tlie king, 
for that at present he was kept in bonds on 
account of the money he had borrowed of the 
king, and now owed it to him. But Simon 
was aware of the craft of Trypho ; and aU 
though he knew that if he gave him the mo- 
ney he should lose it, and that Trypho would 
not set his brother free, and witlial should 
deliver the sons of Jonathan to the enemy, 
yet because he was afraid that he should have 
a calumn,> raised against him among themul-, 
-itude as the cause of liis brother’s death, if 
•»e neither gave the money, nor sent Joua- 


nd told them what oilers Trypho had made; 
and added this, that the offers were ensnaring 
and treacherous, and yet that it was more eli. 
rible to send the money and Jonathan’s sons, 
ban to be liable to the imputation of not 
complying with Trypho’s offers, and thereby 
refusing to save his brother. Accordingly, 
Simon sent the sons of Jonathan and the mo- 
ney ; but when Trypho had received them, 
lie did not keep his promise, nor set Jonathan 
free, but took his army, and went about all 
the country, and resolved to go afterward to 
Jerusalem, by the way of Idumea, while Si- 
mon went over-against him with his army, 
and all along pitched his camp over-against 
Ills. 

6. But w'hen those that were in the citadel 
had sent to Trypho, and besought him to make 
haste and come to them, and to send them 
provisions, ho prepared his cavalry as though 
he would be at Jerusalem that very night ; 
but so great a rpuiitity of snow fell in the 
night, that it covered the roads, and made 
them so deep, that there was no passing, espe- 
cially for the cavalry. This hindered him 
from coming to Jerusalem ; whereupon Try- 
pho removed thence, and came into Celesyria, 
and falling vehemently upon the land of Gi- 
lead, he slew Jonathan there ; and when he 
had given order for his burial, he returned 
himself to Antioch. However, Simon sent 
some to the city Basca to bring away his bro- 
ther’s bones, and buried them in their own 
city Modin ; and all the people made great 
lamentation over him. Simon also erected a 
very large monument for his father and his 
brethren, of white and polished stone, and 
raised it a great height, and so as to be seen a 
long way i)lf, and made cloisters about it, and 
set up i)illars, which were of one stone apiece; 
a work it was wonderful to see. Moreover, 
he built seven pyramids also for his parents 
and brethren, one for each of them, whicli were 
made very surprising, both for their largeness 
and beauty, and which have been preserved 
to this day ; and we know that it w’as Simon 
who bestowed so much zeal about the burial 
of Jonathan, and the building of these monu- 
ments for ills relations. Now Jonathan died 
when he had been liigh-priest four years,* 
and had been also the governor of his nation. 
And these w ere the circumstances that con- 
cerned his death. 

« There is some error In the copies here, when no more 
than four years are aseribed to the high-priesUtood of 
Jonathan. VVe know by Josephus’s last Jewish climno- 
h)gy, Aiitiq. b. xx, ch. x, Uiat there was an intervai of 
seven years between the death of A lei m us, or Jacimus, 
the last high-priest, and the real high-priesthood of Jo- 
nathan, U) whom yet those seven years seem here to be 
ascribed, as a part of them were to Judas before, Antiq. 
b. xii, eh. x, sect. 6. Now since, besides these seven 
years interregnum in the pontifleate, we arc told, An- 
tiq. b.xx, cix X, that Jonathan's real high-priesthood 
lasted seven years more, these two seven years will make 
up fourtec.i years : which I suppose was Jos«?phus’s own 
number in this place, instead of the foui in our prereul 
copies. 
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7. But Simon, who was made high-priest 
by the multitude, on the very first ye.ir of his 
high-priesthood, set his people free from their 
slavery under the Macedonians, and permit- 
ted them to pay tribute to them no longer ; 
which liberty and freedom from tribute they 
obtained, after a hundred and seventy years* 
of the kingdom of the Assyrians, which was 
after Seleucus, who was called Nicator, got 
the dominion over Syria. Now' the aflection 
of the multitude towards Simon was so great, 
that in their contracts one with another, and 
in their public records, they w'rote, “ in the 
first year of Simon the benefactor, and eth- 
narch of the Jews j*’ for under him they were 
very happy, and overcame the enemies that 
were round about them ; for Simon over- 
threw the city Gazara, and Joppa, and Jam- 
nia. He also took the citadel of Jerusalem 
by siege, and cast it down to the ground, that i 
it might not bo any more a place of refuge to 
their enemies when they took it, to do them 
a mischief, as it had been till now. And 
when he had done this, he thought it their 
oest way, and most for their advantage, to 
level the very mountain itself upon which the 
citadel happened to stand, that so the temple 
might be higher than it. And indeed, when 
he had called the multitude to an assembly, 
he persuaded them to have it so demolished, 
and this by putting them in mind what iiiise- 
ries they had suilered by its garrison and 
the Jewish deserters j and what miseries 
lliey might hereafter suflbr in case any fo- 
reigner should obtain the kingdom, and put 
a garrison into that citadel. This speech in- 
duced the multitude to a compliance, because 
he exhorted them to do notliing but what was 
For their own good : so they all set themselves 
to the work, and levelled the mountain, and 
in that work spent both day and night with- 
out uUerraission, which cost them three whole 
years before it w'as removed, and brought to 
an entire level with the plain of the rest of 
the city. After w'hicli the temple was the 
highest of all the buildings, now the citadel, 
as well as the mountain whereon it stood, 
were demolished. . And these actions were 
thus performed under Simon. 

• These one hundrotl and seventy years of the Assy- 
rians mean no more, a? Josephus exidains himself here, 
than from the a;ra of iSeleucus, which as it is known to 
have began on the .'^liJth year before the f.'hristian aera, 
from its spring in the first l)ook of Mac*cai)ccs, and from 
its autumn in the second lv>ok of Mufvai/ecb, so <iid It 
not begin at Babylon till the next spring, on the 311th 
•‘ice l‘rid. at the year .iiaJ. And it is truly observ- 
ed by Dr. Hudson on this place,, that the Syrians and 
Assyrians are sometimes confounded in ancient authors, 
according to the words of Justin, the cpitomizer of Tro- 
gU8 Pompeius, who says, that " the Assyrians were af 
terwards called Syrians.” B. i, eh. xi. See of the War, 
b.v, ch, ix, sect. 4, where the Philistines themselvoi, at 
Che very south limit of Syria in its utmost extent, are 
called Assyrians by Joa , m Spanheim observes. 


CHAPTER VII. 

HOW SIMON CONFEDERATED HIMSELF WITH 
ANTIOCHUS PIUS, AND MADE WAR AGAINST 
TRYPHO, AND, A LITTLE AFTERWARDS, A- 
GAINST CENDEIiEUS, THE GENERAL OF AN- 
TIOCHUS’S ARMY ; AS ALSO HOW SIMON WAS 
MURDERED BY II IS SON-IN-LAW, ITOLEMY 
AND THAT BY TREACHERY. 

§ 1. f Now a little while after Demetrius 
had been carried into captivity, Tryj)lio his 
governor destroyed Antiochiis, \ the son ol 
Alexarjder, who w’as also callecl The (j 
and this when he had reigned four years, 
though he gave it out that he died under the 
hands of the surgeons. He then sent hb 
friends, and those that were most intimate 
with him, Kr the soldiers, and promised that 
he would give them a great deal of money it 
they would make him king. He intimated 
to them that Demetrius was made a captive 
by the Parthians; and that Demetrius’s bro- 
ther Antiochus, if he came to be king, would 
do them a great deal of mischief, in way of 
revenge for revolting from his brother. So 
the soldiers, in expectation of the wealth they 


t It must hero lx* dilif'cntly noted, that Joseidiiis’s 
copy of the first book of M;u*cahet‘s, wliieh he nad so 
carefully followed, and fanhfully jibridged, as tar as the 
fiftieth ver>-e of the thirteenth chapter, seems thereto 
haveende<l. What lew tilings tluTe are afterwards com- 
mon to both, might probably be learned by him from 
some other more imperfect records. 1 lowcver, we must 
exactly obserxe here, what the reniaitnng part of that 
Ixiok of the Maivabecs infomis us of, and what Jose- 
phus would never ha\e omitted had his copy amtained 
> > much, — that tliis Simon the (ireat, the Mm-ealxe, 
m.'ule .*1 league with Antux*hus Sotcr, the son of Deme- 
trius Soter, and brother of the other Demetrius, who 
W'as now a captive in Parthia ; tiiat upon his eonmig to 
the crown, about the Hi/lh year Ixfoie the Christian 
a'ra, he grant wl great piivileges to the Jewish nation 
.and to Simon their high-nriesl and ethnareh : whiih 
privileges Simon seems to have Liken of lus own aeeonl 
about three yeais before. In particular, he gave him 
leave to coin money for his country w ith liis own stamp: 
and as coneiirning Jerusiiiem and llic siinetuary, that they 
;.hoiiUl be free, or, as tlie vulgar Latin hath it, “ holy 
and free” (1 Maceab. xv, C, 7b which I take to lx the 
true reading, as being the very words of his father’s 
eone(*s.sion ofiered to Jonathan several years Ixfioe: eJi. 
X. 51 ; and Antiq. b. xiii, eh. ii, sect. 5. Now what makes 
this date and these grants greatly remarkable, is the state 
of the remaining genuine shekels of the Jews with Sa^ 
maritan characters, which seem to have been (most of 
them at least) coined in the first four years of this !?im<ni 
the Asamoriean, and having upon them these words on 
one side, “ Jerusiilem the Holy and on the reverse, 
“ In the Year of Freedom,” 1, or S, or 5, or 4 ; whiali 
.shekels, therefore, are original 'mommienis of these 
tiine.s, and undeiiiahle marks of the truth of the history 
in these chapters, though it Ire in great mea>urc 
^ Josephus. Hue I 'ssay on the OM Test. p. J 57, L'>b. 
The reason why 1 rather suppose that his otipy of the 
Maccabex's wanted these chapters, than that his own co- 
pies are here imperfect, is this; That all their contents 
are not here omitted, though much the greater part be- 
% How Trypho killed tins Antiochus, the qntomc of 
Lh'y informs us, chap. 53, viz. that he corrupted nis 
physicians or surgeons, who falsely pretender! to in® 
people that he was iicrishing with the stone, as they cm 
him for it, killed him ; which exactly agrees with Jose- 

* II That this Antiochus, the son of Alexander 
was called the God,” is evident from his coins, whu^ 
Spanheim assures us bear this inscription : King Awj 
tiochus the G<xl ; Epiphanes the Victorious. 
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should get by bes^'^jwiiig the kingdom upon 
Trypho, made him their ruler. However, 
when Trypho had gained the management of 
aflairs, he demonstrated his disposition to be 
wicked ; for while he was a private person, 
he cultivated a familiarity with the multitude, 
and pretenued to great moderation, and so 
drew them on artfully to whatsoever he pleas- 
ed ; but when he had once taken the king- 
dom, he laid aside any farther dissimulation, 
and was the true Trypho ; which behaviour 
made his enemies superior to him ; for the 
soldiers hated him, and revolted from him to 
Cleopatra, the wife of Demetrius, who was 
then shut up in Seleucia with her children ; 
but as Antiochus, the brother of Demetrius, 
who was called Soter, was not admitted by 
any of tlie cities, on account of Trypho, Cleo- 
patra sent to him, and invited him to marry 
her, and to take the kingdom. The reasons 
why she made this invitation w'cre these ; 
That her friends persuaded her to it, and that 
she was afraid for herself, in case some of 
the people of Seleucia should deliver up the 
city to '^IVypho. 

As Antiochus was now come to Seleucia, 
anil his forces increased every day, he march- 
ed u) fight Trypho ; and having beaten hit: 
in the battle, he ejected him out of the Up- 
per Syria into Phoenicia, and pursued him 
thither, and besieged him in Dora, which was 
a fortress hard to be taken, whither he had 
fled. He also sent ambassadors to Simon tlie 
Jewish high-priest, about a league of friend- 
ship and mutual assistance ; who readily ac- 
cepted <jf the invitation, and sent to Autio- 
chus gicat sums of money and provisions for 
tliose that besieged Dora, and thereby sup- 
plied them very plentifully, so that for a lit- 
tle wiiile he w as looked upon as one of his 
most intimate friends; but still Trypho fled 
from Dora to Apamia, where he w as taken 
during the siege, and put to death, when he 
had reigned three years. 

S. However, Antiochus forgot the kind asr. 
sistance that Simon had afforded him in his 
necessity, by reason of his covetous and wick- 
ed disposition, and committed an army of 
soldiers to his friend Cciulebeus, and sent him 
at once to ravage Judea, and to seize Simon. 
When Simon heard of Antiochus’s breaking 
his league with him, althimgh he were now 
in years, yet, psovoked with the unjust treat- 
ment he had met with from Antiochus, and 
taking a resolution brisker than his age could 
well bear, he went like a young man to act 
as general of his army. He also sent his sons 
before among the most hardy of his soldiers, 
and he himself marched on with liis army an- 
other way, and laid many of his men in am- 
bushes in the narrow valleys between the 
mountains; nor did he fail of success in 
any one of his attempts, but was too hard 
for his enemies in every one of them. So 
' led the rest of his life in i)eace, and did 
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also himself make a league with the Ro- 
lans. 

4, Now he was ruler of the Jews in al. 
eight years ; but at a feast came to his end. 
It was caused by the treachery of his son-in- 
law Ptolemy, who caught also his wife, and 
two of his sons, and kept them in bonds. He 
also sent some to kill John the third son, 
whose name was Hyrcaniis; but the young 
man perceiving them coming, he avoided the 
danger he was in from them,* and made haste 
into the city [Jerusalem], as relying on the 
good-will of the multitude, because of the 
benefits they had received from Iiis father, and 
because of the hatred the same multitude bare 
to IHolemy ; so that when Ptolemy was en- 
deavouring to enter the city by another gate, 
they drove him away, as having already ad- 
nitted Hyrcaniis. 


CHAPTER Vlll. 

HYHCANUS liEClilVJiS THE HIGH-PRIESTHOOD, 
AND EJECTS PTOLEMY OUT OF THE COUN 
TRY. ANTIOCHUS MAKES WAR AGAINST 
IIYRCANUS, AND AFTERWARDS MAKES A 
LEAGUE WITH HIM. 

§ 1. So Ptolemy retired to one of the for- 
tresses that was above Jericho, which was call- 
ed Dagon. But Hyreanus having taken the 
liigli-pricsCliood that had been his father’s be- 
fore, and in the first place propitiated God by 
sacrifices, he then made an expedition against 
Ptolemy ; and when he made his attacks up- 
on the place, in other points he was too hard 
for him, but was rendered weaker tlian he, 
by the commiseration he had for his mother 
and his brethren, and by that only ; for Pto- 
lemy brought them upon the wall, and tor- 
mented them in the sight of all, and threat- 
ened that he would throw them down head- 
long, unless Hyreanus would leave off the 
siege ; and as he thought that, so far as he 
relaxed to the siege and taking of the place, 
so much favour did he show to those that were 
dearest to him by preventing their misery, his 
zeal about it w as cooled. However, his mo- 
ther spread out her hands, and begged of . im 
that he would not grow remiss on her account, 
but indulge his indignation so much the more, 
and that he w'ould do his utmost to take the 
place quickly, in order to get tlieir enemy un- 
der his power, and then to avenge upon him 

« Here Josenhus begins to follow and to abridge the 
next s:icrcd Hebrew lyiok, styled in the end of the first 
book of Maccabees, ** The Chronicle of John [Hyrca- 
nus’s] High-priesthood but in some of the Greek 
copied, ** the fourth book of Maccabees.** A Greek 
vc^on of this chronicle was extant not very long ago, 
in the days of Santes Pagninus and Eixtus Senensis, at 
Lyons, though it seems to have been there burnt, and 
to be utterly lost. Sec Sixtus Senensis's aecount of it. 
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what lie had done to those that were dearest bitants within it as within a wall : but the 


to himself ; for that death would be to her 
sweet, though with torment, if that enemy 
of theirs might but he brought to punishment 
for his wicked dealings to them. Now when 
his mother said so, he resolved to take the for- 
tress immediately ; but when he saw her beaten, 
and torn to pieces, his courage failed him, and 
he could not but sympathize with what his 
mother sufl'ered, and was thereby overcome ; 
and as the siege was drawm out into length 
by this means, that year on which the Jews 
use to rest, came on ; for the Jews observe this 
rest every seventh year, ns they do every seventh 
day ; so that I’tokany being for this cause re- 
leased from the war/ he slew the hrethren of 
Hyrcaniis and his mother : and when lie had 
so done, he Hed to Zeno, who was called Coty- 
las, who was then the tyrant of the city Phi- 
ladelp'iia. j 

2. Put Anliochus, being. very uneasy at the 
miseries that Simon had brought upon liini, I 
he invaded Judea in tlie fourth year of his; 
reign, and the first year of the principality of 
Hyrcaniis, in the hundred and sixty-second 
Olympiad.! And when he had burnt the ; 
country, he shut up Ilyrcanus in the city, I 
which he encompassed round with seven on- { 
campmeiits ; but did iiotbiiig at tlie fii'-l, be- 
cause of the strength of the walls, and be- 
cause of the valour of the besieged, ablauigli ! 
they were once in want of water, which yet | 
they were delivered from by a large shower ' 
of rain, which fell at the setting of the Pleia* 
des.| However, about the north part of the 
^all, where it liapponed the city was upon a 
level with the outward ground, the king raised 
a hundred towers of three stories high, and 
placed bodies of soldiers upon them ; and as 
lie made his attacks every day, he cut a double 
ditch, deep and broad, and confined the inlia- 

* Hence we leani, that In the <lays of ttiis excel- 
lent John Ilyrcanus, tlie observation of Uw 

S^batic Year, as Josepnus suj)nosc(l, required a rest 
from war, as did that of the weekly .S.^hl).lt^l from work ; 

I moan this, uiilt ss in (iie ea>c of necessity, when the 
Jews were athicked by ti» ii enemies, in which ease, in- 
deed, and in wiiich alone, they then allowed def<‘iisive 
righting to be lawful even on Ilie Sabbath-day, as we sec 
in several places of Josephus, Anlicp b. xii, eh. vi, sect. 
2; b. xiii, ch. i, sect. 3; of the War, b. i, eh. vij, .sect. 
3. But then it must lx* noted, that this re.st from war 
no way aitpears in the tirs; IxKik of Maccabees (ch. xvi', 
but the direct contrary ; though Indee^t the Jews, in the 
days of Antioclms Kuiphanes, did not venture ui»on 
fiK* luig on the Sabbath-day, even in the defence of tneir 
own lives, till the Asiimoncans or Maecalx?e« decreed so 
to do, 1 fdac. ii, 32 — 11 ; Antiq. b. xii, ch. vi, secL 2, 
i Josephus’s eopi(«, bott) (ircek and Latin, have here 
a moss mistake, when they say that this first year ofj 
John IlyrcHuus, which we have just now seen to havei 
been a Sabbatic Year, was in the KiSd Olymjiiad, where- 1 
aa it was for certain the second year of the 161 sU See 
Bie like before, b. xii, eh. vii, sect 6. 

t This helical setting of the Pleiades, or scfven stars, 
was, in the days of Hyreanus and Joserdms, early in the 
spring, about February , the time of the latter rain in 
Judea: and this, so far a- ^ aiember, is the only as- 
tronomical character of tlm. , : . ides <me ociii>sc of the 
moon in the rel^ of HeriKl, that we meet with in all 
.losephiis : the Jews being little accustometi to astrono- 
mieal otjbcrx’ations, any farther than for Uic uses of their 

Kaieudar; and utterl v "orbidden tb<»e astrologioal ug(.gi 

vhich the heathens ■ tmmonly made of Uiem 


besieged contrived to make frequent sallies 
out; and if the enemy were not anywhere 
upon their guard, they fell upon them, and 
did them a great deal of mischief ; and if they 
perceived them, they then retired into the city 
with ease. But because Hyreanus discerned 
the inconvenience of so great a number of 
men in the city, while the provisions w'ere the 
I sooner spent by them, and yet, as is natural to 
' suppose, those great numbers did nothing, be 
separated the useless part, and excluded them 
out of the city, and retained that part only 
who were in the flower of their age, and fit 
for war. How’ever, Aiitiuclius would not let 
I those that were excluded go away ; w ho, there- 
! fore, w’andering about between tlie walls, and 
! consuming away by famine, died miserably ; 
but when the feast of tabernacles was at band, 
those that were within commiserated their 
condition, and received them in again. And 
when Ilyrcanus sent to Antiochiis, and de- 
sired there might be a truce for seven days, 
because of tlie festival, he gave way to this 
piety towards God, and made that truce ac- 
cordingly ; and besides tliat, lie sent in u mag- 
nificent sacrifice, bulls with their horns gilded, || 
with all sorts of sweet spices, and with cujis or 
gold and silver. So those that w ere at the gates 
received the sacrifices from those that brought 
them and led them to the temple, Antiuchus 
the meanwhile feasting liis army, which was a 
quite dilierent conduct from Antlociius Epi- 
piiaiies, who, when he had taken the city, of- 
I fered swine upon the altar, and sprinkled tlie 
temple with the broth of their flesh, in order 
to violate the laws of the Jews, and the reli- 
gioii they derived from tiieir forefathers ; for 
which reason our nation made war with him, 
and would never he reconciled to him ; hut 
for this Anliocliiis, all men called him y/rUio- 
Uius the r'um^t for the great zeal he had about 
religion. 

3. Accordingly, Hyreanus took this mode- 
ration of his kindly ; and wlien he understood 
how religious he was tow'ards the Deity, he 
.sent an enihassage to him, and desired that lie 
W'ould restore the settlements they received 
from their forefathers. So he rejected the 
counsel of those that would have him utterly 
destroy the nation § by reason of llieir way 
of living, whicli was to others unsociable, and 
did not regard what they fu|jid. But being 
persuaded that all they did was out of a reli- 
gious mind, he answered the ambassadors, 
that if the besieged would deliver up their 
arms, and pay tribute for Joppa, and the 
other cities which bordered upon Judea, and 

II Pr. Hudson tells us hero, that this custom of glid- 
ing the honis of those oxen that were to lie sBcnflccd, 
is a known thing both In the poets and orators. 

j| This account in Josephus, that the present Antl^ 
chus was persuaded^ iliough in vain, not to make pface 
with the Jews, but to cut them off utterly, Is fully con* 
flrmcxl liy Diodorus Sicuhis, in Photlus's extracts out oi 
Ills 31th Book 
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ctdinit a garrison of his, on tliese terms he 
u’ould make war against them no longer. 
13ut the Jews, although they were content 
with tiie other conditions, did not agree to 
admit the garrison, because they could not 
associate with other people, nor converse with 
them ; yet were they willing, instead of the 
admission of the garrison, to give him hosta- 
ges, and live hundred talents of silver ; of 
which they paid down three hundred, and 
the hostages immediately, which king 
Antiochus accepted. One of those hostages 
was HyrCfinus’s brother. Hut still he broke 
down the fortifications that encompassed the 
city. And upon these conditions Antiochus 
broke np the siege, and departed. 

4. Hilt Ilyrcaniis opened the sepulchre of 
David, who excelled all other kings in riches, 
and took out of it three thousand talents. He 
was also the first of the Jews that, relying on 
this wealth, maintained foreign troops. There 
w'as also a league of friendship and mutual 
assistance made between them ; upon which 
Ilyrcaniis admitted him into the city, and 
furnished him w ith wdiatsocver his army w'ant- 
I'd in great plenty, and with great generosi- 
ty, and marched along with him when he made 
in expedition against the Parthians, of w’hich 
Nicolaus of Damascus is a witness for us ; 
».Iio, in his history writes thus:— “When 
Antiochus had erected a trophy at the river 
Uyeus, upon Ids conquest of indates, the ge- 
neral of tile Parthians, lie staid there two days. 
It was at the desire of Hyreanus the Jew, be- 
cause it was such a festival derived to them 
from tlndr forefathers, whereon the law of the 
Jews did not allow' them to travel.*’ And 
tjiily he did n(»t speak falsely in saying so; 
fur that festival, which w'e call PetUecostj did 
Uiet) iali out to he the next day to the Sab- 
bath ; nor is it lawful for us to journey, either 
on the Sabbath day, or on a festival day.* 
Hut w’hen Antiochus joined battle w'ith Ar- 
SACcs, tlie king of Pai ihia, he lust a great part 
of his army, and w'as himself slain ; and his 
brother Demetrius succeeded in the kingdom 
of Syria, by the permission of Arsaces, who 
freed him from his .captivity at tlie same time 
iliat Antiochus attacked I*arthia, as wc have 
formerly related elsewhere. 

• The Jews were not to march o.‘ journey on the Sal> 
bnth, or on such a great festival as was equivalent to tiie 
Sabhatli, any farther cthan a Sabbat h-dav's journey, or 
two thoucand cubits. See the note on Aottq. b. xx, ch. 
viii, sect 6. 


CHAPTER IX. 

MOW, AITER THE DEATH OF ANTIOCH JF, HYR- 

CANUS MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST SY- 
RIA, AND MADE A LEAGUE WITH THE RO- 
MANS. CONOEUNING THE DEATH OF KING 

DEMETRIUS AND ALEXANDER. 

1. But w'hen Hyreanus heard of the death 
of Antiochus, he presently made an expedi- 
:ion against tlie cities of Syria, hoping to find 
hem destitute of fighting men, and of sucli 

as were able to defend them. However, it 
W'as not till the sixth month that he took 
Medaba, and that not without the greatest 
distress of bis army. After this he took 
Samega, and the neighbouring places ; and, 
besides these, Shechem and C>oriz7.im, and 
the nation of the Ciitheans, w-ho dwelt at 
the temple which resembled that temple 
which was at Jerusalem, and which Alex- 
ander jiermitted Sanballat, the general of 
Jiis army, to build for the sake of Manas- 
scli, who was son-in-law to Jadna the high- 
priest, as we have formerly related ; which 
temple was now deserted two hundred years 
after it was built. Hyreanus took also Dora 
and IMarissa, cities of Idumea, and subdued 
II the Idumeans ; and permitted them to stay 
in that country, if they would circumcise their 
genitals, and make use of the laws of the 
Jews; and.thcy vrere so desirous of living in 
the country of their forefathers, that they sul>- 
iriittcd to the use of circumcision, -I* and the 
rest of the Jewish w'ays of living ; at which time 
Cliereforc this befel them, that they were here- 
after no other than Jews. 

2. Hut Hyreanus the high-priest w'as do. 
sirous to renew the league of friendship they 

f This accoMut of the Idumeans admitting circumci- 
sion, and the entire Jcwisli law, from this time, or from 
the days of Hyreanus, i-s confirmed by thoir entire his- 
tory anerwards. .Sec Antic^. b. xiv, ch. viii, sect. 1 ; b. 
XV, ch. vii, sect. f). Of the War, b- ii, ch. iii, sect. 1 ; 
b. iv, eh. iv, sect. 5. This, in the opinion of Joseph U/i, 
m.'ule them proselytt*i» of jiistii'c, nr entire Jews, aslicrc 
and elsewhere, Antiq. b. xiv, ch. viii, sect. 1. How 
ever, Antigomis, the enemy of Hcrtni, though Herod 
were dorivetl from such a proselyte of justiiv for sev©- 
r.vl generations, will allow him to iH*no more than a half 
Jew, b. XV, di. XV, suet. 2 But still, take out of Dean 
Piideaux, at the year 129, the words of Ammonias^ a 
jraminarian, which fully iimfirm this amnint of tne 
.dumejins, in Josetthus: The Jews," says he, “ arc 
such by nature, and from Oie boginuiug, whilst tlie Idu- 
mc:ins were not Jews from the beginning, but Phoeni- 
cians and Syrians ; but being afterwards subdued by the 
Jews and compelled to be circumcised, and to unite in- 
to one nation, and be subject to the same laws, they 
were called Jews.*' Dio also savs, as the Dean there 
quotes him, from book xxxvi, p, 37, “ That country 
is also calleil Judea, and the people Jews; and this 
name is given also to us many others as embrace their 
religion, though of other nations." But liien upon what 
foundation so good a governor as Hyreanus took upon 
him to eompel those Idumeans either to become Jews 
or to leave the country, deserves great consideration. 1 
suppose it was because they had long ago btM»n driven 
out of the land of Edom, and had st'ised on and ix»- 
•tissed Use tribe of Simeon, and all the southern part of 
the tribe of Judali, which wa.s the pceuliav biheritance 
of the worshippers of the true Goa without idolatry, 
at the reader may ieam fhim Reland, Palestine, part i, 
1.51,305, and from P-w^aux. at the years 110 anw 
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had with the Romans : accordingly he sent to Ptolemy, who was called Physcon, that he 
an embassage to them ; and when the senate would send them one of the family of Selcu- 
had received their epistle, they made a league cus, in order to take the kingdom, and he 
of friendship with them, after the manner fol- sent them Alexander, who was called Zebina, 
lowing : — “ Fanius, the son of Marcus, the with an army, and there had been a battle 
praetor, gathered the senate together on the between them, Demetrius was beaten in the 
eighth day before the Ides of February, in the fight, and fled to Cleopatra his wife, to Ptole- 
senate>house. when Lucius Manlius, the son mais : but his wife would not receive him. 


of Lucius, of the Mentine tribe, and Caius 
Sempronius, the son of Caius, of the Faler- 
iiian tribe, were present. The occasion was, 
that the ambassadors sent by the people of the 
Jew's,* Simon, the son of Dositheus, and A- 
pollonius, the son of Alexander, and Dio- 
dorus, the son of Jason, who were good and 
virtuous men, had somewhat to propose about 
that league of friendship and mutual assist- 
ance which subsisted between them and the 
Romans, and about other public aflatrs, who 
desired tliat Joppa, and the havens, and Gaz- 
ara, and the springs [of Jordan], and the se- 
veral other cities and countries of theirs, w hich 
Antiochus had taken from them in the war, 
contrary to the decree of the senate, might be 
restored to them ; and that it might not be 
lawful for the king’s troops to pass through 
their country, and the countries of those that 
arc subject to them : and that what attempts 
Antiochus had made during that w'ar, with- 
out the decree of the senate, might be made 
void ; and that they would send ambassadors, 
who should take care that restitution be made 
' them of what Antiochus had taken from them, 
and that they should make an estimate of the 
country that had been laid waste in the war: 
and that they would grant them letters of 
protection to the kings and free people, in 
order to their quiet return home. It was 
therefore decreed as to these points, to renew 
their league of friendship and mutual assist- 
ance with these good men, and who were sent 
by a good and a friendly people.” — But as 
to the letters desired, their answer w'as, that 
the senate would consult about that matter 
when their own aflairs w ould give them leave, 
and that they would endeavour, for the time 
to come, that no like injury should be done 
them : and that their proctor Faiiius should 
give them money out of the public treasury 
to bear their expenses home. And thus did 
Fanius dismiss the Jew'ish ambassadors, and 
gave them money out of the public treasury ; 
and gave the decree of the senate to those that 
were to conduct them, and to take care that 
they should return home in safely. 

3. And thus stood the affairs of Hyreanus 
the high-priest. But as for king Demclrius, 
who had a mind to make war against Hyr- 
canuS| there was no opportunity nor room for 
it, while both tue Syrians and the soldiers 
bare ill-will to hinj, ' ause he was an ill 
man. But when they had sent ambassadors 

* III thll decree of the Roman senate. It seems that 
these amblsMulors v/k;re sent from the ** |)eo»lc of the 

.lews/ «i well iu f* Jin Mu'ir urinuo or hiah-vneit John. 


He went thence to 'lyre, and was there 
caught ; and when he had suffered much from 
his enemies before his death, he was slain by 
them. So Alexander took the kingdom, and 
made a league with Hyreanus. Yet, when 
he afterw'ard fought with Antioclius the son 
of Demetrius, w'ho was called Grypus, he 
w'as also beaten in the fight, and slain. 


i (TI AFTER X. 

HOW, UPON THE QUAHUE 1. BETWEEN ANTIOCHUJ 
GIIYPUS AND ANTJOt’JlLS L'V/ICENUS, AKOIT 
THE KJNGDOM, HYUCANl’.S TOOK SAMAKIA, 
AND UTTEUEY DKAIOI.ISH El) IT; AND HOW 
HYKCANUS JOINED HIMSELF TO THE SKU’I 
OF THE SADDUCEES, AND LEFT THAT OF THE 
PlIAttlSEES. 

1. When Antiochus had taken tlie king 
dom, lie w as afraid to make war against Judi 
j because he heard that his brother hy the sai 
mother, who was called Antiochus, was raising 
an army against him out of Cyzicum ; so he 
staid in his own land, and resolved to prepare 
himself for the attack he expected from his 
brother, who was called Cyzicenus, because he 
had been brought up in that city. He was 
i the son of Antiochus that was called Soter, 
who died in Farthia. He was the brother of 
Dernetiius, the father of Grypus ; for it had so 
lappened, that one and the same Cleopatra 
I w as married to two who were brethren, as wc 
have related elsewhere. But Antiochus Cyzi- 
cciius coming into Syria, continued many 
years at war with Ills brother. Now Ilyr- 
canu.s lived all this while in peace; for after 
the death of Antiochus, he revolted from the 
. Macedonians, f nor did he any longer pay them 
! the least regard, either as their subject or their 

■ friend, but his affairs were in a very improv- 
ing and flourishing condition in the times of 

'Alexander Zehina, and espociaJIy under these 
! brethren, for the war which they had with one 
another gave Hyreanus the opportunity ofen- 

■ joying himself in Judea quietly, insomuch 
'that he got an immense quantity of money. 

However, when Antiochus Cyzicenus distress- 
ed his land, he then openly showed what he 
meant. And when he saw that Antiochus 

f Dean Pritleaux takes notice at the year 1.10, 
Justin, in an agreement with Josephus, says, '* me 

^ wer of the Jews was now grown so great, that aiwi 
» Antiochus, they would not bear any MaccdoiuaiJ 
king over tluim ; and that they set up a government oi 
their own* and infested Syria with great wars. 
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■was dostitiUt* of Egyptian auxiliaries, and that 
both lie and his brother were in an ill condi- 
tion in the strtjggles they had one with an- 
other, he despised them both. 

y. So he made an expedition against Sa- 
maria, which wasa very strong city , of whose 
present name Sebastc, and its rebuilding by 
Herod, wc shall speak at a proper time ; but 
he made Ills attack against it, and besieged it 
with a great deal of pains ; for he was great- 
ly displeased with the Samaritans for the in- 
juries tliey bad done to the people of Marissa, 
a colony of the Jew's, and confederate with 
them, and this in compliance to the kings of 
Syria. When he had therefore drawn a ditch, 
and built a double wall round the city, w'hich 
was fourscore furlongs long, he set his sons 
Anligorius and Aristohulus over the siege; 
which brought the Samaritans to that great 
distress by famine, that they w'ore forced to 
eat w'liat used not to be eaten, and to call for 
Antiochiis Cy'ziceiuis to help them, who came 
readily to their assistance, but was beaten by 
Aristohulus; and when ho was pursued as 
far as ScythopoHs by the tw'o brethren, he 
got away ; so they returned to Samaria, and 
them again w ithin the wall, till they were 
forced to send for the same Antiochus a se- 
cond time to help them, who procured about 
six tlxuisand men from Ptolemy Lathy rus, 
which were sent (hem without his mother’s 
consent, wiio hud then in a manner turned 
oim out of his government. With these 
Egyptians Antiochus did at first overrun and 
-aviige the country of Hyreanus after the 
manner of a robber, for he durst not meet 
him in the face to fight with him, as not hav- 
ing an army su/licient for fliat piirjio.sc, but 
only from this siipposal, that by thus harass- 
ing his land he should force Hyreanus to 
raise the ^iegc of Samaria ; but because he 
fell into snares, and lost man) of his soldiers 
therein, he went away to Tripoli, and com- 
mitted the piosecotioii of the w'ar against the 
Jew's to Callimander and Kjiicrates. 

3, lint .15 to Cullimunder, he attacked the 
enemy too rashly, and was put to Higlit, and 
destroyed immediately ; and as to Epicrates, 
he was such a lover of money, tliat he openly 
betrayed Scytbopolis, and other places near it, 
to the Jews ; but w as iu»l able to make them 
raise the siege of Samaria. And when Hyr- 
canus had takcn.the city, which was not done 
till after a year’s siege, he was not contented 
with doing that only, but he demolished it 
entirely, and’ brought rivulets to it to drown 
it, for he dug such hollows as might let the 
waters run under it; nay, he took away the 
very marks that there had ever been such a 
city there. Now a very surprising thing is 
related of this high-prl.?st Hyreanus, how' God 
came to discourse with him : for they say 
that on the very same day on wliicli his sons 
fought with Antiochus Cyzicenus, he was a- 
lone in the temple, as liig'h-priest, offering in- 


cense, and heard a voice, that his sons had 
just then overcome Antiochus. And this he 
openly declared before all the multitude or 
his coming out of the temple ; and it accord 
ingly proved true ; and in this posture were 
the affairs of Hyreanus. 

4. Now it happened at this lime, that not 
only those Jews w'ho w'cre at Jerusalem and 
in Judea were in prosperity, but also those o( 
them that were at Alexandria, and in Egypt, 
and Cyprus, for Cleopatra the queen was at 
variance with her son Ptolemy, who was call- 
ed Lathy rus, and appointed for lier generals, 
Chelcias and Ananias, the sons of that Onias 
who built the temple in the prefecture of He- 
iopolis, like that at Jerusalem, as we have 
elsewhere related. Cleopatra intrusted these 
m;n with her army ; and did nothing without 
their advice, as Strabo of Cappadocia attests, 
when he saith thus: — “ Now the greater part, 
both those that came to Cyprus with us, and 
those that were sent afterward thither, revolt- 
ed to Ptolemy immediately; only those that 
w'ere called Onias’s party, being Jew's, conti- 
nued faithful, because their countrymen Chel- 
cias and Ananias were in chief favour with 
the quecMi.” Those axe the words of Strabo. 

.5. However, this prosperous slate of aflairs 
inove<i the Jews to envy Hyreanus ; l)ut they 
that were the worst disposed to him were the 
Pharisees,* w'ho are one of the sects of the 
Jews, as we liave informed you already. 
These have so great a power over the multi- 
tude, that when they say any thing against 
llie king or against the high-priest, they are 
presently believed, Now Hyreanus was a 
disciple of theirs, and greatly beloved by 
them. And when he once invited them to a 
feast, and entertained them very kindly, when 
he saw' them in a good humour, he began to 
say to them, that they knew' he was desirous 
to he a righteous man, and to do all things 
whereby he might please God, which was tlie 
profession of the Pharisees also. However, he 
desired, that if lliey observed bim offending in 
any point, and going out of the right way, 
they would call him back and correct him. 
On W'hich occasion they attested to his being 
entirely virtuous ; w ith which commendation 
he was well pleased ; but still there was one 
of bis guests there, whose name was Elea- 

• Tlic original of the Sadducecs, as a considerable 
})Hrty atnuiig the Jews, being contained in this and the 
two following sections, take Dean Pridcaiix’s note upon 
this their first public .appearance, which 1 suppose to be 
true “ Hyreanus,” says he, " went otet to the party 
of the Saddueces, that is, by embracing their doctrine 
against the traditions of the ciders, addett to the written 
law, anil made of oqual authority with it, but not their 
doctrine against the resurrection and a future state ; for 
this cannot be supposed of so good and righteous a man 
as John Hyreanus Is said to be. It is most probable, 
that at this lime the Saddut'ees had gone no farther in 
the doctrines of that sect than to deny all their un- 
written traditions, which the Pharisees were so fond of; 
for Josephus mentions no other diflbrenee at this rime 
between them ; neither doth he say tliat Hvrcaiius went 
over to the Smlducees in any other i>ariioular than in 
the abolish i.ig of all the traditionary constitutions of the 
Pharisees, which our S.iviour condemned as well as 
they ” f Ar »hc year lUSJ 
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isar,* a man of an ill temper, and delighting! 7. lint when Ilyrcanus had put an end lo 
in seditious practices. This man said, Since this sedition, he after that lived happily, anrt 
thou desirest to know the truth, if thou wilt ! administered the government in the best man- 
be righteous in earnest, laydown the liigh- j ncr for thirty -one years, and then died, f leav- 
priesthood, and content thyself with the civil iing behind him five sons. He was esteemed 
government of the people.” And when he! by God worthy of the three privileges,— the 
desired to know’ for what cause he ought to | government of his nation, the dignity of tlie 
lay down the high priesthood, the other re- high-priesthood, and prophecy ; for tied was 
plied, “ We have heard it from old men, that with him, and enabled him to know' futuri- 
thy mother had l>een a captive under the tics ; and to foretel this in particular, that, as 
reign of Antiochus Epiphanes.” This story to his two eldest sons, he foretold that they 
was false, and Ilyrcanus was provoked against would not long continue in the government 
him ; and all the Pharisees had a very great of public affairs ; wliose unhappy catastrophe 
indignation against him. will be worth our description, that we may 

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great thence learn how very much they were infe- 
friend of Ilyrcamis, but of the sect of the Sad- rior to their father’s happiness, 
diicees, whose notions are quite contrary to 
those of the Pharisees. He told Ilyrcanus that 
Eleazar had cast such a rejiroach upon him, ac- 
cording to the common sentiments of all the CHAPTER XI. 

Pharisees, and that this would be made ma-j 

iiifest if he would but ask him the question, j now ARiSTOBULUS, wiir.N HK HAD rAKFNTiii-: 
What punishment they thought tliis man de- j COVKRNMI.NT, FIRST OF ALL I'UT a diadlm 
served ? for that he might depend upon it, I on ms hkad, and was most barharousi.y 
that the reproach was not laid on him with i CttUKL to lus MOTHLli and ms iiuf.tHRF.n ; 
their approbation, if they were for punishing i and how, aitkh he had slaln antigo- 

him as his crime deserved. So the Pharisees! NFS, he himself died. 

made answer, that he <leserved stripes .and j 

bonds; but that it did not seem right to pu- 1 § !• Now when their father Ilyrcamis was 
nish reproaches w ith death ; and indeed the j dead, tlie eldest son Arislobulus, intendingto 
Pharisees, even upon other occasions, are not thange the government info a kingdom, for 
apt to be severe in punishments. At this so he resolved to do, first of all put a diadem 
gentle sentence, Hyreanus was very angry, ! on his liead, four liundred and eiglity one 
and thought that this man reproached him .vcai;- ami three months after the peoide Itad 
by tlieir approbation. It was this Jonathan htxn clelivcteri from the Uabylonish njaverv, 
who cliiefly irritated him, and influenced him R^d were returned lo their own country again 
so far, that he made him leave the party of I'his Aristobulus loved his next Itrother An 
the PItarisees, and abolish the decrees tliey ligonus, iind treated him ns his equal ; hut the 
bad imposed on the people, and punish those others he held in bonds. He also cast his 
that observed them. From this source arose mother into prison, because she disputed tlte 
that hatred wliich he and his sons met with government wiih him ; for Ilyrcanus had left 
from the multitude: but of these matters we her to be mistress of all. He also proceeded 
shall speak Iiereafter. W’hat I would now 

explain is this, that the Pharisees have de- t f’erc ends the luglhpricsihooji, and the life of this 
HvorAfl . , c’^^’clIentFcrson John IlyrcHmis; and tocotherwithlnm 

livered to the people a great many observances the holy thccHraey, ordivim: government of the Jewish 
by succession from their fathers, which arc bs cm jcom mint oracle by Urirn. Now ful- 

tirti u’t-Iffo.i TCI 1 r the profane and tyramneal Jewish mmiarehy, first, 

not written in the Jaw of Moses; and for of the A.samoneaii', or M.'iis!.abees, and thenof llerodthe 
that n a.ioii it is that the Sadducecs reject an, till the coming of the Messiah. See 

them and nav tint w.. '' i Aiitiq. h. iii, eh, viii, seet. 9. Hear Strabos 

tnetn, ana say that wt arc to tsticm those oh- te^fimony on this (xvaslon, b. xvi, nafic 761, 71 ;^;— 

servances to be obJigatorv which arc in the */ I'hose/’ .s«ys he, “ that .sueeecdetl Moses, «x)niii»iJCil 
written word hut nre not to . for some lime in earnest, both in righteous actions and 

w nticn word, Dul are not to observe what are j,, piety ; but after a wliile, there were others that twk 


GOVERNMENT, FIRST OF ALL PUT A DIADEM 
ON ms HEAD, AND WAS MOST B ARllAROUSI.Y 
CRUEL TO ms MOTHER AND HIS IIUF.THRF.N; 
AND HOW, A ITER HE HAD SLAIN ANTIGO- 
M'S, HE HIMSELF DIED. 


and tntiereiices have arisen among not to be blamed, but ehangins for t 
wl.il. the Sa,l<lucee» are able to ,.er- 


he wtirsc. And 
eminent was l)e- 


dcrived from tlie tradition of our forefathers : uimhi them the high-]>Ties(hond; at first superstitions 
concerning U.e,e thing, it is that great 

a*.^;.‘Utes and diflereiices have arisen among not to be blamed, but ehanging for the worse. And 
them, while the Sadducecs are able to uer when it oi>enly apjxrared that the govermnent was l)c- 

1 . •^auuucees are auie 10 per- come tyrannical, Alexander was the firstthat set up him- 

suaac none but the rich, apd have not the si*lf for a king inst- nd of a priest; and his sons were 
populace obsequious to them hut the Phnri. and Aristobulus." All in agroemejit with 

h<iv/. J e I . ' . , Jo»4;phu.s, excepting this, that Strabo omits the first king 

secs nave me multitude of thetr side; but Arlstobulus, who reigning but a single year, seems hard- 

about these two sects, and that thn ITa ly have come to his knowledge. Nor indeed does 

sens 1 have 1 ^ . 1 ■ .. » Aristobulus, the son of Alexan&r, pretend that the 

wns, 1 nave treatcvi accurately 111 the second n.iineof king was taken lx fore his fither Alexander 

book of Jewish anair' . tixjk it himself, Antici. b. xiv, iil, sect. 2. See also 

, chap, xil, secL 1 , winch favour Strabo also. And In* 
« 'TKtfl i- .a , *'f J^dgo from the very diflteroiU characters 

nrwMwJSr. has been 'of the Egyptian Jews under high-prtcsls, and of the 

i ‘ to these later 1 FalestineJews under kings, in the two next centuries, 

iiS (iantz, n we may well suppose, that the divine .Sliechinah was re 

» version, ' moved into Egypt, and that the worshippers at the tern- 
. ’■ ^ taken captive in ' pic of Onias were better men than those nt the temple 

'tiounr Mooincn, see r xjii, wet, 5 . i nf Jerusaietn 


book of Jewish affai 
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to that degree of barbarity, as to kill her in 
prison with hunger ; nay, he was alienated 
from his brother Antigonus by calumnies, and 
added him to the rest whom he slew ; yet lie 
seemed to have an afVection for him, and made 
him above the rest a partner with him in the 
kingdom. Those calumnies he at first did 
not give credit to, partly because he loved 
him, and so did not give hec<l to what was 
said against him, and partly because he 
thought the reproaches were derived from the 
envy of the relaters. But when Antigonus 
was once returned from the army, and that 
feast was then at hand when they make taber- 
nacles to [the honour of] God, it happened 
that Aristobulus was fallen sick, and that An- 
tigonus went up most splendidly adorned, and 
with his soldiers about him in their armour to 
the temple to celebrate the feast, and to put 
up many prayers for tlie recovery of his bro- 
ther, when some wicked persons, w'ho had a 
great mind to raise a din’erence between the 
brethren, made use of tliis opportunity of the 
pompous appeaiance of Antigonus, and o< 
the great actions which he had done, ami went 
to tite king, and spitefully aggravated the 
pompous show of his at the feast, and pre- 
lenilod that all thc'se circumstatices were not 
like those of a private person j that these ac- 
tions w'erc indications of an aflectation of 
royal auihority j ami that his coming with a 
strong body of men must be with an intention 
to kill him ; and that his way of reasoning 
was this : 'I hat it was a silly tldng in iiiin, 
while it was in his power to reign himself, to 
look 111 ) 0/1 it as a great favour that he was 
honourtii with a lower dignity by his brother. 

2. Aristobulus yielded to these imputa- 
tions, but took care both that his brother 
should not suspect him, and that he himsell 
might not /uu tlie hazard of his own safety 
so he orilcred his guards to lie lu a eertaii 
place that was under ground, and dark (he 
hhiiself then lying sick in the tower whicli 
was called Antonia) ; and he commandec 
them, that in case Antigonus came in to bin 
unarmed, they should not touch any body 
but if armed, they should kill him ; yet die 
he send to Antigonus, and desired that h< 
would come unarmed: but the queen, and 
those that joined with her in the plot agains 
Antigonus, persuaded the messenger to tel 
him the direct contrary : how his brother hu(^ 
heard that he hail made himself a fine suit o 
armour for war, and desired him to come to 
him in that armour, that ho might see how 
fine it was. So Antigonus, suspecting nc 
treachery, but depending on the good-will o! 
his brother, came to Aristobulus armed, as he 
used to be, with his entire armour, in order 
to show it to him; but wlieu he was come to 
a place which was called Strato’s Tower, 
where the passage happened to be exceeding 
dark, the guards slew him ; which deulli de- 
monstrates tliat nothing is stronger than env 
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ind calumny, and that nothing does more 
ertainly divide the good-will and natural af. 
iections of men than those passions. But 
lere one may fake occasion to wonder at one 
^udas, who was of tlie sect of the Essens, 
,nd who never missed the truth in his predic- 
ions ; for this man, when he saw Antigonus 
massing by the temple, cried to his companions 
:nd friends, who abode with him as his scho- 
lars, in order to learn the art of foretelling 
things to come,* ** That it was good for him 
,o die now, since he had spoken falsely about 
Antigonus, who is .still alive, and 1 see him 
ia.ssing by, although he had foretold that he 
bould die at the place called Strato’s 'fower 
hat very day, while yet the place is six hun- 
dred furlongs oil’ where he had foretold he 
•liould be slain ; and still this day is a great 
part of it already past, so that he was in dan- 
;er of proving a false prophet.” As he wan 
saying this, and that in a melancholy mood, 
he news came that .Antigonus was slain in a 
ilace under ground, which itself was called 
also Strato’s 'I'ower, or of tlie same name 
with that Cesarca which is seated at tlie sea. 
This event put the prophet into a great dis- 
jrdcr. 

3, But Aristobulus repented immediately 
of this slaughter of his brother ; on which ac- 
count his disease increased upon liim, and he 
was disturbed in his mind, upon the guilt of 
such wickedness, insomuch that his entrails 
were corrupted by his intolerable pain, and he 
vomited blood ; at which time o:ic of the ser- 
vants that attended upon him, and was carry * 
ng his blood away, did, by divine providence, 
IS I cannot but suppose, slip down, and shed 
part of his blood at tiic very place where there 
were spots of Antigonus’s blood there slain, 
itill remaining ; and when there was a cry 
made by the spectators, as if the servant had 
on purpose shed the blootl on that place, 
.Aristobulus heard it, and inquired what the 
matter was ; and ns they did not answer him, 
he was the more earnest to know what it was, 
it being natural to men to suspect that what 
IS thus concealed is very bad : so upon his 
threatening, and forcing them by terrors to 
speak, tiiey at length told him the truth ; 
whereupon he shed many tears, in lliat disori/ei 
of mind wiiich arose from his consciousness 
of what he had done, and gave a deep groan, 
and said, “ 1 am not therefore, I perceive, to 
be concealed from God, in the impious and 
horrid crimes I have been guilty of ; hut a 
sudden punishment is coming upon me for the 
shedding the blood of my relations. And now, 
O thou most impudent body of mine, how 

' Hence we learn, that the Essens preteiulril to liave 
rules whereby men inieht foretel things to eomc, tuwl 
that this Juilas the l&eue, taught those rules U» tUs 
scliolars; hut whether their prcteiws were of an astro- 
logiool or ntagical nature, which yet In such religious 
Jews, who were utterly forbidden such arts, is no way 
probabUi, or .o any Bath Col, spoken of by the latot 
Habbins, or otherwise, I cannot tcU Sec Of the War, 
b. U, ell. viij, sect, li, voL iii. 
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long wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die, 
in order to appease the ghost of my brother 
and my mother ? Why dost thou not give it 
all up at once? And why do I deliver up 
my blood, drop by drop, to those whom I have 
so wickedly murdered ?” In saying which 
last words he died, having reigned a year. 
He was called a lover of the Grecians; and 
had conferred many benefits on his own coun- 
try, and made war against Iturea, and added 
A great part of it to Judea, and compelled the 
inhabitants, if they would continue in that 
country, lo he circumcised, and to live accord- 
ing to the Jewish laws. He was naturally a 
man of candour, and of great modesty, as 
Strabo bears witness in the name of Tim- 
agenes: who says thus: — “ This man was a 
person of candour, and very serviceable to the 
Jews, for he added a country to them, and ob- 
tained a part of the nation of the Itureans for 
them, and bound them to them by the bond of 
the circumcision of their genitals.’* 


CHAPTER XII. 

now ALEXANDER, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE 
GOVERNMENT, MADE AN EXPEDITION A- 
GAINST PTOLEMAIS, AND THEN RAISED THE 
SIEGE, OUT Ob' FEAR OF FPOLEMY LATHYRUS ; 
AND HOW FrOLEMY MADE WAR AGAINST 
HEM, BECAUSE HE HAD SENT TO CLEOPATRA 
TO PERSUADE HER TO MAKE WAR AGAINST 
ITOLKMY, AND YET PRETENDED TO BE IN 
FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM, WHEN HE WENT TO 
BEAT THE JEWS IN BATTLE. 

§ 1. When Aristobulus was dead, his wife 
Salome, who, by the Greeks, w-as called Alex- 
andra, let his brethren out of prison (for Aris- 
tobiilus had kept them in bonds, as we have 
said already), and made Alexander Janneus 
king, who was the superior in age and in 
moderation. This child happened to be hated 
by his father as soon as he was born, and 
could never be permitted to come into his 
father's sight till he died. The occasion of 
which hatred is thus reported : when Hyr- 
canus chiefly loved the two eldest of his sons, 
AnCgoriuS and Aristobulus, God appeared to 
him in bis sleep, of whom he inquired wliicli of 
his sons should be his successor. Upon God’s 
representing to him the countenance of Alex- 
ander, he was grieved that lie was to be the 
heir of all his goods, and suffered him to be 
brought up in Galilee.* However, God did 
not deceive Hyreanus, for after the death of 
Aristobulus, he certainly took the kingdom C 

• The reason why Ilyrr:iT -nfTereil not this son of 
his whom he did not lo'. . • - „j jmiea, Imt onler- 

od him to l)c brought up iu > ,wi.et , is huggesUxl by Dr. 
Hudson, that GiTilee w;t>. i d estt etned so happy .aiid 
well culd, a country asJii.tea, Md. xxvl, 73; John 
vii, oi’i pi ”, 7» although another obvious reason 
occurs MUO, he v ^ farther out of his sight in Galilee i 
man ho wewd have ocom in Judea. I 


and one of his brethren who afTccted the king 
dom he slew ; and the other, who chose to 
live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem. 

2. When Alexander Janneus had settled 
the government in the manner that ho judged 
best, he made an expedition against Ptolo- 
mais; and having overcome the men in bat- 
tle, he shut them up in the city, and sat round 
about it, and besieged it ; for of the maritime 
cities there remained only Ptolemais and Gaza 
to be conquered, besides Strato’s Tower and 
Dora, which were held by the tyrant Zoilus. 
Now while Antiochus Philometor, and An- 
tiochus who was called Cyzicenus, were mak- 
ing war against one another, and destroying 
one another’s armies, the people of Ptolemais 
could have no assistance from them ; but when 
they were distressed with this siege, Zoilus, 
who possessed Strato’s Tower and Dora, and 
maintained a legion of soldiers, and, on oc- 
casion of the contest between the kings, af- 
fected tyranny himself, came and brought 
some small assistance to the people of Ptole- 
inais; nor indeed had the kings such a friend- 
ship for them as that they should hope for any 
advantage from them. Hoth those kings 
were in the case of wrestlers, who finding 
themselves deficient in strength, and yet being 
ashanuMl to yield, put olV the light by lazines.s, 
and by lying still as long as they can. The 
only hope they had remaining was from the 
kings of Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyriis, 
who now held Cyprus, and who came to Cy- 
prus when he was driven from the govern- 
ment of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother : so 

i the people of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy 
1 Lathyrus and desired him to come as a con- 
federate, to deliver them, now they were in 
such danger, out of the hands of Alexander. 

I And as the ambassadors gave him hopes, that 
j if he would pass over into Syria, he would 
j have the people of Gaza on the side of those 
j of Ptolemais ; as they also said that Zoluis, 
and besides these the Sidonians and many o- 
thers would assist them, so he was elevated 
at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as poj* 
able 

3. Put in this interval Denienetiis, one 
that was of abilities to persuade men to do jls 
he would have them, and a leader pf the po- 
pulace, made those of Ptolemais change their 
opinions ; and said lo them, that it was better 
to run the hazard of being ^ibject to the Jews 
than to admit of evident slavery by delivering 
themselves up to a master ; and besides that, 
to have not only a war at present, but to ex- 
pect a much greater war from Egypt; for 
that Cleopatra would not overlook an army 
raised by Ptolemy for himself out of the 
neighbourhood, but would come against them 
with a great army of her own, and this be- 
cause she was labouring to eject her son out 
of Cyprus also ; that as for Ptolemy, if 1^® 

. fail of his hopes, he can still retire to Cyprus; 

I but that they will be left in the greatest dan- 
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ger possible. Now Ptolemy, although he had 
heard of the change that was made in the 
people of Ptolemais, yet did he still go on 
with his voyage, and came to the country 
called Sycamine, and there set his army on 
shore. This army of his, in the whole horse 
and foot together, were about thirty thousand, 
with which he marched near to Ptolemais, 
and there pitched his camp ; but when the 
people of Ptolemais neither received his am- 
bassadors, nor would hear what they had 
to say, he was under a very great concern. 

4, But when Zoilus and the people of Ga- 
xa came to him, and desired his assistance, 
because their country was laid waste by the 
Jews, and by Alexander, — Alexander raised 
the siege, for fear of Ptolemy : and w'hen he 
Iiad drawn olFliis army into his own country, 
he used a stratagem afterwards, by privately 
inviting Cleopatra to come against l*tolcmy, 
but publicly pretending lo desire a league of 
friendship and mutual assistance with him ; 
and promising to give him four hundred ta- 
lents of silver, he desired that, by way of re- 
quital, he would t;ike olf Zoilus the tyrant, 
and give lii.^. country to the Jews. And tl; i j 

idced Ptolemy, with pleasure, made such a 
league of friendship with Alexander, and sub- 
dued Zoilus : but when he afterwards heard 
that he had privily sent to Cleopatra his mo- 
ther, he broke the league with him, which 
yet lie had confirmed with an oath, and fell 
upon him, and besieged Ptolemais, because it 
would not receive him. However, leaving, 
his generals, with some part of his forces, toi 
go on wit!; the siege, ho went himself imme-! 
diately with tlir« rest to lay Judea waste : 
and when Alexander understood this to be 
Ptolemy’s intention, he also got together about 
fifty thousand sohliers out of his own country; 
nay, as some writers have said, eighty tiiou- 
sand. * He tlien ’ u)k his army, and w-ent to 
meet Ptolemy ; but Ptolemy fell upon Aso- 
chis, a city of Galilee, and took it by force on 
the Sabbath-d.ty, and there he took about ten 
thousand slaves, and a great deal of other 
prey. 

5 . He then tried to take Sepplioris, which 
was a city not far from that wliicli was de- 
stroyed, but lost many of his men ; yet did lie 
then go to fight with Alexande , Alexander 
met him at the river Jordan, near a certain 
place called Saphoth [not far from the river 
Jordan], and pitched his camp near to the 
enemy. He had however eight thousand 
in the first rank, w'liich he styled Hecatonto- 
uiachi, having shields of brass. — Those iiiUie 

• From these, and otlier oecasional expresslonR, drop- 
ped by Josephns, we may Icani, that wnerc the saer^ 
books of the Jews were defteient, ho had several other 
histories then extant (but no\» ino!>t i>f tlicm U>st) which 
be faithfully followed in his own history ; nor indeed 
nave vie any other reccmls of those times relating to Ju- 
dea, thatcan be com{)arcd to these ac'counto of Josehpus; 
though, when we do meet with authentic (higments of 
Well original records, they must always confirm his his 
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first rank of Ptolemy’s soldiers also had shields 
covered wrth brass : but Ptolemy’s soldiers in 
other respects were inferior to those of Alex- 
ander, and therefore were more fearful of 
running hazards ; but Pliiiostephanus, the 
camp^master, put great courage into them, 
and ordered them to pass the river, which 
was between their camps : nor did Alexander 
think fit to hinder their passage over it : for 
he thought, that if the enemy had once gottdn 
the river on their back, that he should the 
easier take them prisoners, when they could 
not fiee out of the battle : in the beginning 
of which, the acts on both sides, with their 
hands, and with their alacrity, were alike, and 
a great slaughter was made by both the ar- 
mies; but Alexander was superior, till Phi- 
lostephanns opportunely brought up the aux- 
iliaries, to help those that were giving way; 
but as there w’crc no auxiliaries to afford help 
to that part of the Jews that gave way, it fell 
out that they fled, ai\d those near them did 
not assist tliem, but fled along with them. 
However, Ptolemy’s soldiers acted ipiite other- 
w'iso ; for they followed the Jews, and killed 
them, till at length those that slew them pur- 
sued after them w'hcn they had made them all 
run away, and slew them so long, that their 
weapons of iron were blunted, and their 
hands quite tired with the slaughter ; for the 
report was, that thirty thousand men were 
then slain. Timagoncs says, they were fifty 
thousand. A*s for the rest, they were part of 
them taken captives ; and the other part ran 
away to their own country, 

6. After this victory, Ptolemy overran all 
the country ; and when night came on, he a- 
bodc in certain villages of Judea, which when 
he found full of women and children, he com- 
ided his soldiers to strangle them, and to 
cut them in pieces, ami then to cast them in- 
to boiling caldrons, and then to devour their 
limbs as sacrifices. This commandment was 
given, that such as fled from the battle, and 
came lo them, might suppose tlieir enemies 
were cannibals, and eat men’s ilesh, and might 
on that account be still more terrified at them 
upon such a sight. And both Struho and 
Nicholaus [of Damascus] aflirin, tiiat they 
used these people after this manner, as I have 
already related. Ptolemy also took Ptole- 
inais by force, as we have tlcelared elsewhere. 
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CHAPTEll XIII. 

HOW ALEXANDER, UPON THE LEAGUE OF MU- 
TUAL DEFF^NCE WHICH CLKOrATRA HAD 
AGREED WITH IILM, MADE AN EXPEDITION 
AGAINST CEI.ESYHJA, AND UTTERLY OVEJi- 
THREW the: city OF GAZA; AND HOW HE 
SLEW MANY TE;n THOUSANDS OF JEWS THAT 
HAD REBEI.LEI) AGAINST HIM; ALSO CON- 

ce:rning antiochus grypus, sei.eucus, an- 

TIOCHUS CYZK KNUS, AND ANTIOCHUS PIUS, 
AND OTHERS. 

§ 1. W^HEN Cleopatra saw that her son Was 
^lowii ;;reat, and Laid Judea waste without 
disturbance, and had gotten ihe city of Gaza 
under his power, she resolved no longer to 
overlook what he did, when he was almost at 
Iier gates; and she concluded that, now he 
w’as so much stronger than before, he would 
be very ctesirous of the dominion over the 
Egyptians ; hut she immediately marched 
against him, with a Heet at sea and an army 
of foot on land, and made Chelcias and Ana- 
nias, the Jews, generals of her whole army, 
w'liile she sent the greatest part of her riches, 
her grandchildren, and her testament, to the 
people of Cos.* Cleopatra also ordered her 
son Alexander to ■'ail with a great fleet to 
Plnenicia ; and when that country had re- 
volted, she came to Ptolemais ; and because 
the people of Ptolemais did not receive her, 
she besieged the city ; but Ptolemy went out 
of Syria, and made baste unto Egypt, sup- 
posing that he should And it destitute of an 
army, and soon take it, though he faileil of 
his hope? At this time C'helc of 

Cleopatra’s eneral*^, happened to die in Cele- 
syrin, as he was in pursuit of Ptolemy. 

2. When Cleopatra heard of her son’s at- 
tempt, and that his Egyptian expedition did 
not succeed according to his expectations, she 
sent thitijcr part of her army, and drove him 
out of that country ; so wlieii he was return- 
erl out of Egypt again, he abode during the 
winter at Gaza, in which time Cleopatra took 
the garrison that was in Ptolemais by siege, 
as well as the city ; and when Alexander came 
♦o her, he gave her presents, and such marks 
of respect as were but proper, since, under 
the miseries he endured by Ptolemy, he had 
no other refuge but her. Now there were 
some of her friends who persuaded her to 
seize Alexander, and to overrun and take 
possession of the country, and not to sit still 
and see such a multitude of brave Jews sub- 
ject t.o one man ; but Ananias’s counsel was 

♦ This city, or islaiui, • not tiiat rciriotc inland 

In the K^'can Sea, famous loi t..c l irth of the great Hip- 
porrates, but a city or l.-laud of the same name adjoin- 
ing to Egypt, men tione<I bn;’ by St« jihanus ami I’to- 
Icmy, as|i>r. Hudson informs us. (u* ivhfch ( <xs, .in*! 
the treawmaliKirc ' 1 up by Cleopatra and the .lews. 

mm; Antiq. bb Xlv m sect. « 


contrary to theirs, who said that she would do 
an unjust action if she deprived a man that 
was her ally of that authority which belonged 
to him, and this a man wlio is related to us; 

for (said he) 1 would nut have thee igno- 
rant of this, that what injustice thou dost to 
him will make all us that are Jews to be thy 
enemies.” This desire of Ananias, Cleopa- 
tra complied with ; and did no injury to Alex- 
ander, but made a league of mutual assistance 
with him at Scythopolis, a city of Celesyria. 

3. So when Alexander was delivered from 
the fear he was in of Ptolemy, he presently 
made an expedition against Celesyria. He 
also took Gadara, after a siege of ten months. 
He took also Ainathus, a very strong fortress 
belonging to the inhabitants above Jordan, 
where Theodorus, the son of Zeno, had his 
chief treasure, and what he esteemed most 
precious. This Zeno fell unexpectedly upon 
the Jews, and slew ten thousand of them, and 
i*ized upon Alexander’s baggage : yet did not 
iliis misfortimo terrify Alexander; but ho 
made an expedition upon the maritime parts 
jf the country, Raphia and Anfhedon (the 
name of which king Herod afterwards chang- 
ed to Agrippias), and took even that by force 
Rut when Alexander saw that Ptolemy was 
retired from Gaza to Cyprus, and his mother 
Cleopatra was returned to Egypt, he grew 
angry at the people of Gaza, because they had 
invited Ptolemy to assist them, and besieged 
tlieir city, and ravaged their country. Rut 
as Apollodutus, the general of the army of 
Gaza, fell upon the cunp of the Jews by 
light, with two thousand foreign, and ten 
thousand of his own forces, while the %iight 
lasted, those of Gaza prevailed, because the 
enemy was maile to believe that it was Pto- 
lemy who attacked them ; but when day was 
conic on, and that inislakc was corrected, and 
the Jews knew the truth of the matter, they 
came back again and fell upon those of Gaza, 
and slew of them about a thousand. Rut 
as those of Gaza stoutly resisted them, ami 
would not yield for either their want of any 
thing, nor for the great multitude that were 
slain (for they would rather siifler any hard- 
ship whatever, than come under the power of 
heir enemies), Aretas, king of the -Arabians, 
a person then very illustrious, encouraged 
them to go on with alacrity, and promised 
them that he would come to their assistance ; 
lut it happened that, before he came ApoHo- 
dotus was slain ; for his brother Lysimachus, 
envying him for the great reputation he had 
rained among the citizens, slew him, and got 
;he army together, and delivered up the city 
:o Alexander ; who, when he came in at firsb 
lay quiet, but afterwards set his army upon 
the inhabitants of Gaza, and gave them leave 
to punish them ; so some went one way, and 
some went another, and slew tlie inhabitants 
of Gaza ; yet were not they of cowardly hearts, 
ut opposed those that came to slay them, anti 
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slew as many of the Jews ; and some of them, 
when they saw themselves deserted, burnt 
their own houses, that the enemy might get 
none of their spoils: nay, some of them, with 
their own hands, slew their children and their 
wives, having no other way but this of avoid- 
ing slavery for them ; but the senators, who 
were in all five hundred, fled to Apollo’s 
temple (for this attack happened to be made 
as they were sitting), whom Alexander slew; 
and when he had utterly overthrown their 
city, be returned to Jerusalem, having spent 
a year in that siege. 

4. About this very time Antiochus, who 
was called Grypus, died.* His death was 
caused by Heracleoii’s treachery, when he 
had lived forty-five years, and had reigned 
twenty-nine, f His son Seleucus succeeded 
him in the kingdom, and made war with An- 
tiochus, his father’s brotlier, who was called 
Antiochus Cyzicenus, and beat him, and took 
him prisoner, and slew him ; but after a while 
Antiocliu8,f the soiiof Cyzicenus, who was call- 
ed Pius, came to Arndus, and put the diadem 
on his own head, and made war with Seleucus, 
and beat him, and drove him out of all Syria. 
But when he fled out of Syria, he came to 
Mopsucstia again, and levied money upon 
them ; but the people of Mupsuestia had in- 
dignation at what he did, and burnt down his 
palace, and slew him, together with his friends. 
But vhen Antiochus, the son of Cyzicenus, 
was king of Syria, Antiochus, j) the brother, 
of Seleucus, made w'ar upon liim, and was 
overcome, and destroyed, he and his army. 
After hirii, his brother Philip put on the dia- 
dem, and icigiied over some part of Syria ; 
hut Ptolemy L.ithyrus sent for his fourth bro- 
tlier Demetrius, who was called Eucerus, from 
Cnidus, and made him king of Damascus. 
Both iliese brothers did Antiochus vehement- 
ly oppose, but prf-.'iontly died ; for w’hen he w'as 
come as an auxiliary to Laddice, queen of the 
Gileadites, § when she was making w'ur against 
the Paiihiaiis, and he was fighting courage- 
ously, he fell, while Demetrius and Philip go- 
verned Syria, as hatJi been elsewhere related. 

♦ This account of the death of Antiochus Grypus is 
cnnfirjncil by Appian, Syriac, p. 13*2, here cited by Span- 
ticiin. 

f Porphyry says that this Antienhus Grypus reigned 
but twenty-six years, as r)r. Hudson observes. 

t The copies of Josephus, both Greek mid Latin, 
have here so gr( ssly false a reading, Antiochus and An- 
toninu.<i, or Antonin%Pius. for Antiochus Pius, that the 
editors are forced to correct the text fVom the other his- 
torians : who all agree that this king's name was nothing 
more than Antiochus Pius. 

II These two brothers, Antiochus and Philippus. are 
called twins by Porphyry ; the fourth brother was kins 
of Damascus. Both which are the observ'ations of 
Spanheim. 

^ This Laodlcea was a city of Gilead, beyond Joi> 
dan. However, Porphyry siiys, that this Antiochus 
Pius did not die in this bauie; bur, running away, was 
drowned in the river Orontes. savs, that ne was 

deprived of the kingdom of Syria by Tigrancs: but 
l*orphyry makes this Laodice queen of the Calamonss 
all which is noted by Spanheim. In such confusion of 
the later historians, we have no reason to prefer any of 
them before Josephus, who had more original ones bi*- 
hire him. * 


5. As to Alexander, his own people were 
seditious against him ; for at a festival wbicli 
was then celebrated, when be stood upon the 
altar, and 'was going to sacrifice, the nation 
rose upon him and pelted with citrons [which 
they then had in their hands, because] the law 
of the Jews required, that at the feast of ta . 
bernacles every one should have branches of 
the palm-tree and citron-tree ; which thing wo 
have elsewhere related. They also reviled 
him, as derived from a captive, f and so un- 
worthy of his dignity and of sacrifleing. At 
this he was in a rage, and slew of them about 
six tiiousand. He also built a partition-wall 
of wood round the altar and the temple, as 
far as that partition witliin which it was on- 
ly lawful for the priests to enter; and by 
this means he obstructed the multitude from 
coming at him. He also maintained foreign^- 
ers of Pisidim and Cilicia ; for as to the Sy- 
rians, he was at war with them, and so made 
no use of them. He also overcame the Ara- 
bians ; such as the Moabites and Gileadites, 
and made them bring tribute. Moreover, he 
demolished Amathus, while Theodorus** durst 
not fight with him ; but as he had joined bat- 
tle with Obedas, king of the Arabians, and 
fell into an ambush in the places that were 
rugged and difficult to be travelled over, he 
w'as thrown down into a deep valley, by the 
multitude of the camels at Gadara, a village 
of Gilead, and hardly escaped with his fife. 
From thence he fled to Jerusalem, where, be- 
sides his other ill-success, the nation insulted 
him, and he fought against them for six years, 
and slew no fewer than fifty thousand of them ; 
and wlicn he desired that they would desist 
from their ill-will to him, they hated him so 
much the more, on account of what had al- 
ready happened ; and when he had asked them 
w'hat he ought to do, they all cried out, that 
he ought to kill himself. They also sent to 
Demetrius Eucerus, and desired«bim to make 
a league of mutual defence with them. 



CHAPI’ER XIV. 

HOW DEMETRIUS EUCERUS OVERCAME ALEX- 
ANDER, AND YET, IN A LITTLE TIME, RE- 
TIRED OUT OF THE COUNTRY IXDR FEAR OF 
THE JEWS ; AS ALSO HOW AL]<:XANDER SLEW 
MANY OF THE JEWS, AND THEREBY GOT 
CLEAR OF HIS TROUBLES. CONCERNING TUE 
DEATH OF DEMETRIUS. 

§ 1 . So Demetrius came with an army, and 
took those that invited him, and pitched his 
camp near the city Shechem j upon which 

t This reproach upon Alexander, that he was sprung 
ram a capiive, seems only the repetition of the old 
Pbarisdeal calumny upon his father, chap, x, sect 5 
** This Theodorus was the son of Zeno, and ww in 
possenion of Amathus, as we learn from sect. 3 fou^ 
going. 2 A 
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Alexander, with his six thousand two hun- 
dred mercenaries, and about twenty thousand 
Jews, who were of his party, went against 
Demetrius, who had three thousand horsemen, 
and forty thousand footmen. Now there 
were great endeavours used on both sides, — 
Demetrius trying to bring oft* the mercenaries 
that were with Alexander, because they were 
Greeks ; and Alexander tried to bring oft' the 
Jews that were with Demetrius, Ilow'ever, 
when neither of them could persuade them so 
to do, they came to a battle, and Demetrius 
w’as tile conqueror ; in which all Alexander's 
mercenaries were killed, when they had given 
demonstration of their fidelity and courage. 
A groat number of Demetrius’s soldiers were 
slain also. 

2. Now as Alexander fled to the moun- 
tains, six thousand of the Jews hereupon 
came together [from Demetrius] to him out 
of pity at the change of his fortune ; upon 
which Demetrius was afraid, and retired out 
of the country ; after which the Jews fought 
against Alexander, and being beaten, were 
slain in great numbers in the several battles 
which they had , and when he had shut up the 
most powerful of them in tiie city Bethome, 
he besieged them therein ; and when he had 
taken the city, and gotten the men into his 
power, he brought them to Jerusalem, and did 
one of the most barbarous actions in the world 
to them ; foras he was feasting with his concu- 
bines, in the sight of all the city, he ordered 
about eight hundred of them to be crucified ; 
and while they were living, he ordered the 
throats of their children and wives to be cut 


disturbance from them, reigned the rest of his 
time in the utmost tranquillity. 

, 3. But when Demetrius w'as departed out 
of Judea* he went to Berea, and besieged his 
brother Philip, having with him ten thousand 
foot-men, and a thousand horsemen. How- 
ever, Strato, the tyrant of Berea, the confede- 
rate of Philip, called in Zizon the ruler of 
the Ambian tribes, and Mithridates Sinax, the 
ruler of the Parthians, who coming with a 
great number of forces, and besieging Deme- 
trius ill his encampment, into which they had 
driven him with their arrows, they compelled 
those that were with him, by thirst, to deliver 
up themselves. So they took a great many 
spoils out of that country, and Demetrius him. 
self, whom they sent to Mithridates, who was 
then king of Parthia j but as to those whom 
they took captives of the people of Antioch, 
they restored them to the Antiochians without 
any reward. Now Mithridates, the king of Par- 
thia, had Demetrius in greathoiiour, till Deme- 
trius ended his life by sickness. So Philip, 
presently after the light was over, came to 
Antioch, and took it, and reigned over Syria. 


CHAPTER XV. 

now ANTIOCHUS, WHO WAS CALLKl) DIONV.SI'S, 
AND Ari’ER HIM AilETAS, MADE EXPKDI- 
TIONS INTO JUDEA; AS ALSO HOW AI.EX- 
ANDEIl TOOK MANY CITIES, AND THEN KE- 
TUIINED TO JERUSALEM, AND AITER A SICK- 
NESS OF THREE YEARS DIED ; AND WHAT 


before their eyes. This was indeed by way 
of revenge for the injuries they had done him ; 
which punishment yet was of an inhuman na- 
ture, though we suppose that he had been ever 
so mudi distressed, as indeed he had been, by 
bis wars with them, for he had by their means 
come to the last degree of hazard, both of his 
life and of his kingdom, while they were not 
satisfied by themse^>s only to fight against 
him, but iiitrodu(;i|^ foreigners also for tiie 
same purpose; nay, at lengtli they reduced 
him to that degree of necessity, that he was 


COUNSEL HE GAVE TO ALEXANDRA. 

§ 1. After this, Aniiuehus, who was called 
Dionysius, '+ and was Piiili])’s brother, aspired 
to the dominion, and came to Damascus, and 
got the power into his bunds, and there he 
reigned ; but as he was making w'ar against 
the Arabians, his brother Philip heard of il, 
and came to Damascus, where Milesius, who 
had been left governor of the citadel, and the 
Daniascens themselves delivered up the city 
to him; yet because Philip was become un- 


forced to deliver back to the king of Arabia grateful to him., and had bestowed upon him 
the land of Moab and Gilead, which he bud nothing of that in hopes whereof he hud ie« 
subdued, and the places that were in them, ceived him into the city, but had a mind to 
that they might not Join with them in the war have it believed that it was rather delivered 
against him, as they had done ten thousand up out of fear than by the kindness of Milesi- 
other things that tended to affront and re- us, and because he had ndl rewarded him as 
proacb him. However, this barbarity seems he ought to have done, he became suspected 
to have been without any necessity, on which by him, and so he was obliged to leave Da- 
account he bare the name of a 7'hracian among niascus again ; for Milesius caught liim 
the Jews ;* whereupon the soldiers that had marching out of the Hippodrome, and shut 
fought against him, being about eight thou- him up in it, and kept Damascus for 
sand in number, ran away by night, and con- elms [Eucerus], who, hearing how I*hilip s 
tinued fugitives all riiue that Alexander affairs stood, came back out of Arabia. Ho 
lived ; wlio being now freed from any further 

t Si»anhclm ukos notice, that this Antiochus rMonr 
* ThiA nania Thracida, w.ueh the Jews gave Alex- sius [the brother of Philip, and of Demetnus Eucer ■ • 
ander, miWlf if the c"h<*rence, denote as barbarout at and of two others] was the fifth son of Antl<K?nuB t* y 
tf TAr«!^le<i, iBfacMnrwhat like it; but what it nroperly imx; and that he is s^ded an the coins “ Antiotrntm. 
signifies is aao’.vM. Epiphanes, Dionysius*’^ 
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also came immediately, and made an expedi.! 
tion against Judea, with eight thousand 
armed foot-men, and eight hundred horse- 
men. So Alexander, out of fear of his com- 
ing, dug a deep ditch, beginning at Chabar- 
zaba, which is now called Antipatris, to the 
Sea of Joppa, on which part only his army 
could be brought against him. He also raised 
a wall, and erected wooden towers, and inter- 
mediate redoubts, for one hundred and fifty 
furlongs in length, and there expected the 
coming of Antiochus; but he soon burnt 
them all, and made his army pass by that way 
into Arabia. Tin* Arabian king [Aretas] at 
first retreated, but afterward appeared on the 
sudden with ten thousand horsemen. Ando- 
elms gave them the meeting, and fought des- 
perately ; and indeed when he had gotten the 
victory, and was bringing some auxiliaries to 
that part of his army that was in distress, he 
was slain. Wlien Antiochus was fallen, his 
army fled to the village Cana, where the great- 
est part of’ them perished by famine. 

2. After liim * Aretas reigned over Celcsy- 
ria, being called to the government by those 
that held Damascus, by reason of the hatred 
they biire to Ptolemy Memieus. lie also 
made thence an expedition against Judea, and 
heat Alexander in battle, near a place called 
Adida ; yet did he, upon certain conditions 
agreed on between them, retire out of Judea. 

3. But Alexander marched again to the 
city Dios, and took it, and then made an ex- 
pedition against Essa, where was the best part 
of Zeno’s treasures, and there he encompassed 
the place with three walls; and when he had 
taken the city by fighting, he marched to Go- 
lan and Seleucia ; and wlieu he had taken 
these cities, he, besides them, took that val- 
ley which is called The Valley n/" AnliochuSf 
as also the fortress of Gaiiiala. He also ac- 
cused Demetrius, w.io was governor of those 
places, of many crimes, and turned him out ; 
and after he had spent three years in this war^ 
he returned to his own country; when the 
Jevrs joyfully received him upon this his good 
success. 

4. Now at this lime the Jews were in pos- 
session of the following cities that had be- 
longed to the Syrians, and idumcans, and 
i^iioenicians : At the sea-side, Slrato’s Tower, 
Apollonia, Joppa, Jainnia, Ashdod, Gaza, Au- 
thedon, liaphia, and lihinocolura; in the 
middle of the country, near to Idumea, Adora, 
and Marissa; near the country of l^maria. 
Mount Carmel, and Mount Tabor, Scytho- 
polis, and Gadara ; of the country of the 
Gaulonitcs, Seleucia, and Gabala; in the 
country of Moab, Ueshbon, and Medaba, 
Leniba, and Oronas, GeLitlion, Zara, the 

• This Aretas was the first king of the Arabians who 
Damascus, and rcignetl there ; which name became 
tfter wards common to such Arabian kings, both at Pe- 
fra and at Damascus, as we learn from Josephus in ma- 
ny places; and from St. Paul, 2 Tor. xi, m. See the 
oil Ajitiij. b. xvi, ch. lx, sect. 4. 
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alley of the Cilices, and Pella; which last 
hey utterly destroyed, because its inhabitants 
would not bear to change their religious rites 
or those peculiar to the Jews.-j* The Jews 
ilso possessed others of the principal cities of 
Syria, which had been destroyed. 

0. After this, king Alexander, although 
fell into a distemper by hard drinking, 
and had a quartan ague which held him three 
ears, yet would not leave oft' going out with 
Ins army, till he was quite spent with the la- 
bours he had undergone, and died in the 
30unds of Ragaba, a fortress beyond Jordan. 
But when his queen saw that he was ready to 
die, and had no longer any hopes of surviving, 
;hc came to him weeping and lamenting, and 
3ewailed herself and her sons on the desolate 
londition they should be left in ; and said to 
liim, “ To whom dost thou thus leave me and 
my children, who are destitute of all other 
upports, and this when thou knowest how 
much ill-will thy nation bears thee ?** But 
lie gave her the following advice: — That she 
need but follow what he would suggest to her 
n order to retain the kingdom securely, with 
licr children : that she should conceal his 
death from the soldiers till she should have 
taken that place ; after this, she should go in 
triumph, as upon a victory, to Jerusalem, and 
put some of her authority into the hands of 
the Pharisees ; for that they would commend her 
for the honour she had done them, and would 
reconcile the nation to her ; for he told her 
they had great authority among the Jews, both 
to do hurt to such as they hated, and to bring 
advantages to those to whom they were friend- 
ly disposed ; for that they are then believed 
best of all by the multitude when they speak 
any severe thing against others, though it be 
only out of envy at them. And he said, that 
it was by their means that he had incurred the 
displeasure of the nation, whom indeed he had 
injured. ‘ Do thou therefore,’ said he, ‘ when 
thou art come to Jerusalem, send for the 
leading men among them, and show them my 
body, and with great appearance of sincerity, 
give them leave to use it as they themselves 
please, v/huther they will dishonour the dead 
body by refusing it burial, as having severely 
suft^red by my means, or whether in their 
anger they will offer any other injury to that 
body. Promise tiicm also, that thou wilt do 
nothing without them in the aii'airs of the 
kingdom. If theu dost but say tliis to them, 
I shall hare the honour of a more glorious 

t We may here and elsewhere take notice, that what* 
ever countries or cities the Asamoncans conquered from 
any of the neighbouring nations, or whatever countries 
or cities they gained fmm them that had not belonged 
to them before, they, after the days of Hyreanus, com- 

S sUed the mhabilauU to leave their idoiatry, e». 

rely to receive the law of Moses, as proselytes of jus. 
tice, or else banisheil them into other lands. That ex- 
cellent prince, John Hyreanus, did it to the Idumeans, 
M L have noted on ch. ix, sect, I, already, who lived ther 
m the promised land, and this 1 suppose Justly ; but by 
what right the rest did it, even to the countries or cities 
that wete no part of that land, 1 do not at all know 
This looks to * like uq}ust persorution for religiuix 
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funeral from them than thou couldst have 
made for me : and when it is in their powei 
to abuse my dead body, they will do it no 
injury at all, and thou wilt rule in safety.’* 
So when he had given his wife this advice, 
he died,— -after he had reigned tw'enty*sevcr 
years, and lived fifty years, within one. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


HOW ALEXANDRA, BY GAINING THE GOOD-WILL 
OF THE PHARISEES, RETAINED THE KINGDOM 
NINE YEARS, AND THEN, HAVING DONE MANY 
GLORIOES ACTIONS, DIED. 


§ 1. So Alexandra, when she had taken the 
fortress, acted as her husband hau suggested 
to her, and spake to the Pharisees, . nd put 
all things into their power, both as to the dead 
body and as to the affairs of the kingdom, and 
thereby pacified their anger against Alexan- 
der, and made them bear good-will and friend- 
ship to him ; who then came among the mul- 
titude, and made speeches to them, and laid 
before them the actions of Alexander, and 
told them that they had lost a righteous king; 
and by the commendation they gave him, they 
brought them to grieve, and to be in heaviness 
for him, so that he had a funeral more splen- 
did than had any of the kings before him. 
Alexander left behind him two sons, Hyrca- 
nus and Aristobulus, I lut committed the king- 
dom to Alexandra. Now, as to these two 
sons, Hyreanus was indeed unable to manage 
public affairs, and delighted rather in a quiet 
life; but the younger, Aristobulus, was an 
active and a bold man ; and for this w'oman 


* It seems, by this dying advice of Alexander Jan- 
neus to his wife, that he ha^ himself pursued the mea- 
sures of his father Hyreanus, and taken port witli the 
Sadducees, who kept dose to the written law against the 
Pharisees, who had introduced thdr own traditions, ch. 
xvi, sect 2 ; and that he now* saw a political necessity 
of submitting to the Pharisees, and their traditions 
hereafter, if his widow and family minded to retain 
their monarchical government or tyranny over the Jew- 
ish nation : which sect yet, thus Kupportc<l, were at last 
in a great measure the ruin of the religion, government, 
and nation of the Jews, and brought them ;rUo so wick- 
ed a state, that the vengeance of (Jfxi came upon them 
to their utter cxdsion. Just thus did C'aiaphas politi- 
cally advise the Jewish sanhedrim, John xi, *' that it 

was expedient for them that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not and this 
in consequence of their own political supiiosal, vcr. 48, 
that, “ If they let Jesus alone,” with his miracles, all 
men would believe on him; and the Homans would 
come and take away Ixith their place and nation.” Which 
imlitical cruciflxion of Jesus of Nazareth bn>ught down 
the vengeance of Hotl ui»on them, and ooeasnmcd those 
very Romans, of whore they seemed so much afraid, 
that to prevent it they nut nim to death, actually to 
** come and take away both their place and nation,” 
within thirty-eicht years afterwards.” I heartily wish 
iwliticians of Clu istendom would consider those and 
the like examples, am! n< lon,'<er sacrifice all virtue and 
religion to their pcnii • •'•omesof government to 

the bringing down the judgments of (iod upon them- 
•tlvcg, .ind the several nations intrusted to their care. 
But tlii'ri is a <ligre:Miont I w5 U it were an unseasonable 
cne alto* . Josrohus himself several times makes such 
digrams m I hi t a venture to follow him. Sec one 
of them St Bie conclusion of the very next chaptev 
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herself, Alexandra, she was loved by tlie mul- 
titude, because she seemed displeased at the 
ofiTences her husband bad been guilty of. 

2. So she made Hyreanus high-priest be- 
cause he was the elder, but much more be- 
cause he cared not to meddle with politics, 
and permitted the Pharisees to do every thing ; 
(o whom also she ordered the multitude to be 
obedient. She also restored again those prac- 
tices which the Pliarisees had introduced, ac- 
cording to the traditions of their forefathers, 
and vi’hich her father-in-law, Hyreanus, had 
abrogated. So Khc,4?3(l indeed the name oi 
the Regent; but tlie Pharisees had the au- 
thority; for it was they who restored such as 
had been banished, and set such as were pri- 
soners at liberty, and, to say all at once, they 
lifleied in nothing from lords. However, the 
queen also took care of thcadairs of the king- 
dom, and got logethcr a great body of merce- 
nary soldiers, and increased her own army to 
such a degree, that she became terrible to the 
neighbouring tyrants, and took hostages of 
them : and the country %vas entirely at peace, 
excepting the Pharisees; for tiny disturbed 
[he queen, and desired that she would kill 
hose who persuaded Alexander to slay the 
eight hundred men ; after which they cut the 
hront of one of them, Diogenes : and after 
him they did the same to several, one after an- 
other, till the men tliat were the most potent 
came into the palace, and Aristobulus with 
liem, for he seemed to be displeased at what 
was done; and it appeared openly that, if he 
!iad an opportunity, he would not jierinit his 
mother to go on so. These put the queen in 
mind what great dangers they had gone 
hrough, and great things they had done, 
thereby they had demonstrated the firm- 
less of their fidelity to their master, inso- 
much that they had received the greatest 
marks of favour from him ; and they begged 
of her, that she would not utterly blast their 
hopes, as it now happened, that wdien they 
had escaped the hazards that arose from their 
[openj enemies, they were to be cut oil at 
home, by their [private] enemies, like brute 
beasts, without any help whatsoever. They 
said also, that if their adversaries would be 
satisfied with those that had been slain already, 
they would take what had been done patiently, 
on account of their natural love to their go- 
vernors ; but If they must expect tlie same for 
the future also, they implored of her a dis- 
mission from her service ; for they could not 
bear to think of attempting any method for 
their deliverance without her, but would rather 
die willingly before the palace-gate, in case 
she would not forgive them. And that it was 
a great shame, both for themselves and for the 
queen, that when they were neglected by her, 
they should come under the lash of her hus- 
band’s enemies ; for that Aretas, the Arabian 
king, and the monarchs, would give any re* 
ward, if they could get such men as foreifff 
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auxiliaries, to whom their very names, before 
their voices be heard, may perhaps be terrible ; 
but if they could not obtain this their second 
request, and if she had determined to prefer 
the Pharisees before them, they still insisted 
that she would place them every one in her 
fortresses ; for if some fatal demon hath a con- 
stant spite against Alexander’s house, they 
would be willing to bear their part, and to live 
ill a private station there. 

S. As these men said thus, and called upon 
Alexander’s ghost for commiseration of those 
already slain, and those in danger of it, all 
tlie by>standcrs brake out into tears: but 
Aristobulus chieHy made manifest what were 
his sentiments, and used many reproachful 
expressions to his mother [saying], ** Nay, 
indeed, the case is this, that they have been 
themselves the authors of their own calamities, 
who have }>ennitted a woman who, against 
reason, was mad with ambition, to reign over 
them, when there were sons in tlie flower of 
their age fitter for it.” So Alexandra, not 
knowing what to do with any decency, com- 
mitted the fortresses to them, all but Hyica- 
nia and Alexandrium, and Machcrus, where 
lier principal treasures were. After a little 
while also, she sent her son Aristobulus with 
an army to Damascus against Ptolemy, who 
was called Menneus, wlio was such a bad 
neighbour to the cityj but he did nothing 
considerable there, and so returned home. 

4. About this time news was brought that 
Tigrancs, the king of Armenia, had made an 
irruption into Syria with five hundred thou- 
sand soldiers,* and was coming against Judea. 
This news, as may well be supposed, terrified 
the queen and the nation. Accordingly they 
sent him many and very valuable presents, as 
also ambassaiiors, and that as he was besieging 
I’tuleinais; for St'ene the queen, the same 
that was also called Cleopatra, ruled then 
over Syria, who had persuaded the inhabitants 
to exclude Tigranes. So the Jewish anibas- 
sadors interceded with him, and entreated him 
that he would determine nothing that was se- 
.erc about their queen or nation. He com- 
mended them for the respects they paid him 
at so great a distance ; and gave them good 
iioi>es of his favour. But as roon as Ptole- 
mais w'as taken, news came to Tigranes, that 
Imcullus, in his pursuit of Mithridates, could 
not light upon hiiji, who was fled into Iberia, 
but was laying waste Armenia and besieging 
its cities. Now, when Tigranes knew this, 
he returned home. 

5. After this, when the queen was falle 
into a dangerous distemper, Aristobulus re. 

* The number of five hundred thousand, or even 
three hundred thousand, as one Greek oopy, with Uie 
l.atin copies, have It, for Tigranes’s army, that came 
out of Armenia into Syria anu Judea, seems much too , 
large. We liave had already several such extravagant 
luimbers in Joseiihus’s present copies, which arc not to 
be at all ascribed to him. Accordl^ly, I indine to Dr. 
” ^*00*8 emendation here, which supposes Uicin but for- 


solved to attempt the seizing of the govern, 
ment; so he stole away secretly by night, 
with only one of his servants, and went to 
tlie fortresses, wherein his friends, that were 
such from the days of his father, were settled ; 
for as he had been a great while displca.sed at 
his mother’s conduct, so he was now much 
more afraid, lest, upon her death, their whole 
family should be under the power of the Pha- 
risees ; for he saw the inability of his brother, 
who was to succeed in the government : nor 
was any one conscious of what be was doing 
but only his wife, whom he left at Jerusalem 
with their children. He first of all came to 
Agaba, where was Galestes, one of the potent 
men before mentioned, and was received by 
lim. When it was day tlie queen perceived 
that Aristobulus was fled ; and for some time 
she supposed that his departure was not in 
order to make any innovation; but when 
messengers came one after another with the 
news that he had secured the first place, the 
second place, and all the places, for as soon 
as one had begun, they all submitted to his 
disposal, then it was that the queen and the 
nation were in the greatest disorder, for they 
were aware that it would not be long ere 
Aristobulus would be able to settle himself 
firmly in the government. What they were 
principally afraid of was this, that he w^ould 
inflict punishment upon them for the mad 
treatment Jiis bouse had had from them : so 
they resolved to take his wife anci children 
into custody, and keep them in the fortress 
that w'as over the templc.f Now there was 
a mighty conflux of people that came to 
Aristobulus from all parts, insomuch that he 
had a kind of royal attendants about him , 
for in a little more than fifteen days, he got 
twenty-two strong places, which gave him 
the opportunity of raising an army from Li- 
banus and Trachonitis, and the monarchs; 
for men are easily led by the greater number, 
and easily submit to them. And besides this, 
that by affording him their assistance, when 
he could not expect it, they, as well as he, 
should have the advantages that would come 
by his being king, because they had been the 
occasion of his gaining the kingdom. Now 
the elders of the Jews, and Hyreanus with 
them, went in unto the queen, and desired 
that she would give them her sentiments about 
the present posture of affairs, for that Aristo* 
bulus was ill effect lord of almost all the 
kingdom, by possessing of po many strong 
holds, and that it was absurd for them to take 
any counsel by themselves, how ill soever she 
were, whilst she was alive, and that the dan- 
ger would be upon them in no long times 
But she bade them do what they thought 

1 Thte fortress, castle, dtadel, or tower, whither the 
wife aha (nudrcM of Aristobulus were now sent, and 
whioh overlooked the temple, could be no other than 
Hyr^us 1. built (Andq. b. xvUl. ch. tv, sect. 3) ; 
md Herod^o Great rebuilt, and callw the ** Tower of 
A;)tooia»'’ Anuo. b. xv, rtj* \f, sect. 5. 
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proper to be done : that they had many clr> 
cumstances in their favour still remaining ; a 
nation in good heart, an army, and money in 
their several treasuries ; for that she had 
small concern about public affairs now, when 
the strength of her body already failed her. 

6. Now a little while after she had said 
this to them, she died, when she had reigned 
nine years, and had in all lived seventy -three. 
A woman she was who showed no signs of the 
weakness of her sex, for she w'as sagacious to 
the greatest degree in her ambition of govern- 
ing, and demonstrated by her doings at once, 
that her mind was fit for action, and that 
sometimes men themselves show the little 
understanding they have by the frequent mis- 
takes they make in point of government ; for 
she always preferred the present to futurity, 
and preferred the power of an imperious do- 
minion above all things, and in comparison of 
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that, had no regard to w'bat was good or what 
was right. However, she brought the affairs 
of her house to such an unfortunate condition, 
that she was the occasion of the taking away 
that authority from it, and that in no long time 
afterward, which she had obtained by a vast 
number of hazards and misfortunes, and this 
out of a desire of what does not belong to a 
woman, and all by a compliance in her sentU 
ments with those that bare ill-will to their fa- 
mily, and by leaving the administration des^ 
titute of a proper support of great men ; and 
indeed, her management during her adminis- 
tration, while she w'as alive, was such as filled 
the palace after her death with calamities and 
disturbance. However, although this had 
been her w'ay of governing, she preserved the 
nation in peace : — and this is the conclusion 
of the affairs of Alexandra. 
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BOOK XIV. 


CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF QUEEN ALEXANDRA TO THE DEATH OF 

ANTIGONUS. 


CHArXER I. 

THE WAR BETWEEN ARISTOBULUS AND HYRCA- 
NUS about the kingdom ; AND HOW THEY 
MADE AN AGREEMENT THAT ARISTOBULUS 
SHOULD BE KING, AND HYRCANUS LtVE A 
PRIVATE LIFE : AS ALSO, HOW HYRCANUS, A 
LITTLE AFTERWARDS, WAS PERSUADED BY 
ANTIPATEIl TO FLY TO ARETAS. 

§ 1. We have related the affairs of queen 
Alexandra, and her death, in the foregoing i 
book, and will now speak of what followed, 
and was connected with those histories ; de- 
claring, before we proceed, that wo have no- 
thing .so much at heart as this, that we may 
omit no facts either through ignorance or la- 
ziness ; * for wc arc upon the history and ex- 
plication of such things as the greatest, part 
are unacquainted withal, because of their dis- 
tance from our times ; and we aim to do it 

• Reland takes notice here, very justly, how Jose- 
pliuA^s declaration, that it was his groat concern notonly 
to write *• an aCTecable, an accurate," and “ a true" hli 
tory, but alw) distinctly; *• ruit to omit anv thing" [of 
conaequence], either •* ignorance'or lazinewi," 

implies that tic oouid nor, v ' ;»fintJy with that resolu- 
tion, omit the mention of [so famous a pi^rson as! 
•* Jesu9 C^lkrist.*’ 


with a proper beauty of style, so far as that is 
derived from proper words haniioiiically dis- 
posed, and from such ornaments of speech also 
as may contribute to the pleasure of our read- 
ers, that they may entertain the knowledge of 
what we write with some agreeable satisfaction 
and pleasure. Hut the principal scope that 
authors ought to aim at, above all tlic rest, is 
to speak accurately, and to speak truly, for 
the satisfaction of those that are otherwise ini- 
acquainted with such transactions, and oblig- 
ed to believe what these writers inform them 


of. 

2. Hyreanus tlicn began his bigh-priesV- 
hood on the third year c^' tlie hundred and 
seventy-seventh olympiad, when Quintus Hor- 
teiisius and Quintus ]Metellu.s, who was callwl 
Metellus of Crete, were consuls at Rome; 
when presently Aristobulus Iwgan to make 
war against him, and as it came to a battle with 
Hyreanus at Jericho, many of his soldiers de- 
serted him, and went over to his brother ; up- 
on which Hyreanus fled into the citadel, where 
Aristobulus’s wife and children w'ere imprt- 
soned by his mother, as we have said already^ 
and attacked and overcame those his adversa- 
ries that bod fled thither, and lay within dif* 
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walls of the temple. So when he bad sent a 
message to his brother about agreeing the mat> 
ters between them, he laid aside his enmity to 
him on these conditions, that Aristubulus 
sliould be king, that he should live without 
intermeddling with public aflairs, and quietly 
enjoy the estate he had acquired. When they 
had agreed upon these terms in the temple, 
and had confirmed the agreement with oaths, 
and the giving one another their right hands, 
and embracing one another in the sight of the 
whole multitude, they departed; the one, Aris- 
tobulus, to the palace, and Hyreanus, as a 
irrivate man, to the former house of Aristobu> 
lus. 

3. But there was a certain friend of Hyr- 
eanus, an Idiimean, called Antipater, who 
was very rich, and in his nature an active and 
a seditious man ; who was at enmity with A- 
ristobulus, and had differences with him on 
account of his good-will to Hyreanus. It is 
true, that Nicolaus of Damascus says, that 
Antipater was of the stock of the principal 
Jews who came out of Babylon into Judea; 
hut that assertion of his was to gratify Herod, 
wlio was his son, and who, by certain revolu - 
tions of fortune, came afterwards to be king 
of the Jews, whose history we shall give you 
in its proper place hereafter. However, this 
Ant' pater was at first called Antipas,* and 
that was his father’s name also ; of whom 
they relate this: That king Alexander and 
his wife made him general of all Idumea, and 
that he made a league of friendship with those 
Arabians, and Gazites, and Ascalonites, that 
were of his own party, and had, by many and 
large presents, made them his fast friends; 
but now this younger Antipatcr was suspicious 
of the power of Aristohulus, and was afraid 
of some mischief he might do him, because of 
liiii hatred to him ; so lie stirred up the most 
powerful of the Jews, and talked against him 
to tliem privately ; and said, that it was un- 
just to overlook the conduct of Aristohulus, 
who had gotten lie government unrighteous- 
ly, and ejected liis brother out of it, who was 
the elder, and ought to retain what belonged 
to him by prerogative of his birtli ; and the 
same speeches he perpetually made to Hyr- 
eanus; and told him that hh; own life would 
be in danger unless he guarded himself, and 
got quit of Aristohulus ; for lie said that the 
friends of Aristohulus omitted no opportunity 
of advising hi«n to kill bin , as being then, 
and not before, sure to retain his principality. 
Hyreanus gave no credit to these words of 
his, as being of a gentle disposition, and one 
that did not easily admit of calumnies against 
other men. This temper of his not disposing 
lum to meddle with public afiairs, and want 

* That the famous Aiitipatcr’s or Antlpas’s father was 
nls«i Antipatcr or Anlipas (which two leny justly Ix! es- 
teemed one and the same name; the former with a 
Greek or Gentile, the latter witli a Hebrew or Jewish 
termination), Josephus here assures us, though EusC' 
bins indeed savs it was Herod. 


of spirit, occasioned him to appear to specta- 
tors to be degenerate and unmanly ; while 
Aristohulus was of a contrary temper, an ac- 
tive man, and one of a great and generous 
soul. 

4. Since therefore Antipater saw that Hyr- 
eanus did not attend to what he said, he never 
ceased, day by day, to charge feigned crimes 
upon Aristohulus, and to calumniate him be- 
fore him, as if he had a mind to kill him ; 
and so, by urging him perpetually, he advised 
him, and persuaded him to fly to Arctas, the 
king of Arabia; and promised, that if he 
would comply with his advice, he would also 
himself assist him, [and go with him]. When 
Hyreanus heard this, he said that it was for his 
advanhigc to fly away to Aretas. Now Arabia 
s a country that borders upon Judea. How- 
ever, Hyreanus sent Antipater first to the king 
of Arabia, in order to receive assurances from 
him, that when he should come in the manner 
of a supplicant to him, he would not delivei 
him up to his enemies. So Antipater having 
received such assurances, returned to Hyrca- 
niis to Jerusalem. A while afterward he took 
Hyreanus, and stole out of the city by night, 
and went a great journey, and came and 
brought him to the city called Petra, where 
the palace of Aretas was ; and as he was a 
very familiar friend of that king, he persuad- 
ed him to bring back Hyreanus into Judea; 
and this persuasion he continued every day 
without any intermission. He also proposed 
to make him presents on that account. At 
length he prevailed with Aretas in his suit 
Moreover, Hyreanus promised him, that w'hen 
he had been brought thither, and had received 
his kingdom, he would restore that country, 
and those twelve cities which his father Alex- 
ander had taken from the Arabians; which 
were these, Medaba, Naballo, Libyas, Thara- 
basa, Agala, Athonc, Zoar, Orone, Marissa, 
Uudda, Lussa, and Oruba, 


CHAPTEU II. 

HOW ARETAS AND H YilCAN US MADE AN EXPE- 
DITION AGAINST ARISTOHULUS, AND JBESIEO- 
ED JERUSALEM; AND HOW SCAURUS, THE 
ROMAN GENERAL, RAISED THE SIEGE. CON- 
CERNING THE DEATH OF QNIAS. 

§ 1. AfT'KA these promises had been given 
to Aretas, he made an expedition against Aris- 
tobulus, with ati army of fifty tliousand horse 
and foot, and beat him in the battle. And 
when aftei that victory many went over to 
Hyreanus as deserters, Aristohulus was left 
desolate, and fled to Jerusalem ; upon which 
the king of Arabia took all his army and made 
an assault upon the temple, and besieged Aria- 
tobulus therein, the people still supporting 
Hyreanus. and assisting him in the siege, whila 
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none but rhe priests continued with Aristobu- 
lus. So Aretas united the forces of tiie Ara- 
bians and of the Jews together, and pressed 
an the siege vigorously. As this happened at 
the time when the feast of unleavened bread 
was celebrated, which we call the Passover, 
the principal men among the Jews left the 
country, and Bed into Egypt. Now there 
was one, whose name was Onias, a -i^iteous 
man he was, and beloved of God, who, in a 
certain drought, had prayed to God to put an 
end to the intense heat, and whose prayers 
God had heard, and had sent them rain. This 
man had hid himself, because he saw that this 
sedition would last a great while. However, 
they brought him to the Jewish camp, and de- 
sired, that as by his prayers he had once put 
an end to the drought, so he would in like 
manner make imprecations on Aristobulus and 
those of his faction. And when, upon his 
refusal, and the excuses that he made, he was 
still by the multitude compelled to speak, he 
stood up in the midst of them, and said, “ O 
God, the King of the whole world ! since those 
that stand now with me are thy people, and 
those that arc besieged are also thy priests, I 
beseech thee, that thou wilt neither hearken 
to the prayers of those against these, nor bring 
to efi'ect what these pray against those.** 
Whereupon such wicked Jews as stood about 
him, as soon as he had made this prayer, 
stoned him to death. 

2. But God punished them immediately 
for this their barbarity, and took vengeance of 
Ihem for the murder of Onias, in the manner 
following : — While the priests and Aristobu- 
lus were besieged, it happened that the feast 
called the Passover was come, at which it is 
our custom to offer a great number of sacri- 
fices to God ; but those that were with Aris- 
tobulus wanted sacrifices, and desired that 
their countrymen without would furnish them 
with such sacrifices, and assured tliem they 
should have as much money fur them as 
they should desire ; and when they requir- 
ed them to pay a thousand drachma) for each 
head of cattle, Aristobulus and tlie priests 
willingly undertook to pay for them accord- 
ingly j and those within let down the money 
over the walls, and gave it them. But when 
the others had received it, they did not deliver 
the sacrifices, but arrived at that height of 
wickedness as to break the assurances they had 
given, and to be guilty of impiety towanls 
God, by not furnishing those that wanted them 
with sacrifices. And when the priests found 
they had been cheated, and that tlie agree- 
ments they had made were vi<jlated, they pray- 
ed to God that he would avenge them on their 
countrymen. Nor did he delay that their 
punishment, but sent a strong and vehement 
storm of wind, that destroyed the fruits ofi 
the whole country, till a modius of wheat was 
then boughtfor eleven dra^ >Toae. 

8 In the metm time Fompey sent Scaurus 
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into Syria, while be was himself in AiweniHf 
and making war with Tigranesj but when 
Scaurus was come to Damascus, -and found 
tliat Lollius and Metellus l.ad newly taken 
the city, he came himself hastily into Judea. 
And when he was come thither, ambassadors 
came to him, both from Aristobulus and Uyr- 
canus, and both desired he would assist them ; 
and when both of them promised to give him 
money, Aristobulus four hundred talents, and 
Hyreanus no less, he accepted of Aristobu- 
lus*s promise, for he was rich, and had a great 
soul, and desired to obtain notliing but w'hat 
was moderate ; whereas the other was poor 
and tenacious, and made incredible promises 
in hope of greater advantages ; for it was not 
the same thing to take a city that was exceed 
ing strong and powerful, as it was to eject 
out of the country some fugitives, with a great 
number of Nabateans, who were no very war- 
like people. He therefore made an agree- 
ment with Aristobulus, for the reason before 
mentioned, and took his money, and raised 
thd siege, and ordered Aretas to depart, or 
else he should be declared an enemy to the 
Romans. So Scaurus returned to Damascus 
again ; and Aristobulus, with a great army, 
made war with Aretas and Ilyrcar.us, and 
fought them at a phice called Papyron, and 
beat them in the buttle, and slew about six 
thousand of the enemy, with whom fell Pha- 
iion also, the brother of Aiitipater. 


CHAPTER III. 

HOW aristobulus and hyrcanus came to 

POMPKY, IN ORDER TO ARGUE WHO OUGHT 
TO HAVE THE KINGDOM ; AND HOW, UPON 
THE EUGHT OF ARISTOBULUS TO THE FOR- 
TRESS ALEXANDRIU.M, POMPKY LED HIS ARMY 
AGAINST HIM, AND ORDERED HIM TO DELI- 
VER UP TIIE FORTRESSES WHEREOF HE WAS 
POSSESSED, 

§ 1. A LITTLE afterward Pompey came to 
Damascus, and marched over Celesyria ; at 
which time there came ambassadors to liiin 
from all Syria, and Egypt, and out of Judea 
also, for Aristobulus had sent him a great 
present, which was a golden vine, • of the 
value of five hundred talents. Now Strabo 
of Cappa<locia mentions this present in these 

This " golden vine,” or *' garden,” seen by Strabo 
at Honie, has its inscription here as if it were the gift of 
Alexander, the father of Aristobulus, and not ot Aris- 
tob\this Idmself, to whom yet .fosephus ttserilres it ; and 
in order to prove the truth of that part of his history, 
introduces this testimony of Strat>o ; so that the ordi- 
nary copies seem to bo here eitlier erroneous or de^ 
tivc, and the original reading seems to have been cither 
Aristobulus, instead of Alexander, with one Greek copy, 
or else ** Aristobulus the son of Alexander,” with the 
Latin copies; which la^t seems to me the most pro- 
bable; for as to Archbishop Usher’s conjectures, that 
Alexander made it, and dedicated it to God in the teiii- 
nle, and that thenoc Aristobulus took it, and ^nt it ro 
Hompey, they arc both very improbable, and no way 
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words : — There came also an embassage 
out of Egypt, and a crown of the value of 
four thousand pieces of gold ; and out of Ju- 
dea there came another, whether you call it a 
vine or a garden / they called the thing Ter- 
pole, the Delight, However, we ourselves saw 
that present reposited at Rome, in the temple 
of Jupiter Capitolinas, with this inscription : 

‘ The Gift of Alexander, the King of tlie 
Jews.’ It was valued at five hundred talents; 
and the report is, that Aristobulus, the gover- 
nor of the Jews, sent it.” 

2. In a little time afterward came ambassa- 
dors again to him, Antipater from flyreanus, 
and Nicodemus from Aristobulus ; which last 
also accused such as had taken bribes ; first 
Gabinius, and then Seaurus, — the one three 
hundred talents, and tlie other four hundred; 
by which procedure he made these two his e- 
ncmies, besides those he had before ; and 
when l*ompey had ordered those that had 
controversies one with another to come to him 
in the beginning of the spring, he brought 
his army out of their winter quarters, and 
inarched into the country of Damascus; and 
as he went along he demolished the citadel 
that was at Aparaca, which Antiochus Cyzi- 
cenus had built, and look cognizance of the 
country of IHolemy Menneus, a wicked man, 
and not loss so than Dionysius of Tripoli, 
who had been beheaded, who was also his re- 
lation by marriage; yet did he buy oft' the 
punishment of his crimes for a thousand ta- 
lents, with which money Pompey paid the 
soldiers their wages. He also conquered tlie 
place called Lysias, of which Silas a Jew was 
tyrant; and when he had passed over the ci- 
ties of Heliopolis and Chalcis, and got over 
tlie mountain which is on the limit of Cele- 
^yria, he came from Pella to Damascus; and 
fliere it was that he heard the causes of the 
Jews, and of their governors llyrcanus and 
Aristobulus, who were at diflerence one with 
another, as also of the nation against them 
lx)th, which did not desire to be under kingly 
government, because the form of government 
they received from their forefathers was that 
of subjection to tlie priests of that God whom 
they worshipjied; and [they complained], 
that though these two were the posterity of 
l>riests, yet did they seek to change the go- 
vernment of their nation to another form, ii 
order to enslave them. Hyreanus complain 
ed, that althouglf he were the elder brotliei. 
heVas deprived of the prerogative of his birth 
by Aristobulus, and that he had but a smal 
part of tiie country under him, Aristobulus 
iiavi ug taken away the rest from him by force. 
He also accused him, that the incursions 
which had been made into their neighbours* 

agreeable to Josephus, wlio wo old hardiy have avoided 
tlie ^‘ordlng both these uncomniou points of Iiistory, 
^d he known any thing of them ; nor would either the 
Jewish natlun, nor even Pompey himself, then have re- 
hjhod such a fliigrant Instance of sacrilege. 


countries, and the piracies that had been at 
sea, were owing to him ; and that the nation 
would not have revolted unless Aristobulus 
bad been a man given to violence and disor- 
der ; and there were no few'er than a thousand 
Jews, of the best esteem among them, who 
confirmed this accusation ; whicli confirma- 
ion was procured by Antipater; but Aristo- 
bulus alleged against him, that it was Hyrca- 
nus’s own temper, which was inactive, and 
on that account contemptible, which caused 
him to be deprived of the government ; and 
that for himself he was necessitated to take it 
upon him, for fear lest it should be transfer- 
red to others; and that as to his title [of 
king], it w'as no other than what his father 
>ad taken [before him]. He also called for 
witnesses of what he said, some persons who 
were both young and insolent ; whose purple 
garments, fine heads of hair, and other orna- 
ments, w'ere detested [by the conrt^, and 
which they appeared in, not as tiiou^i they 
were to plead their cause in a court of justice, 
hut as if they were marching in a pompous 
procession. 

3. When Pompey had heard the causes of 
these two, and had condemned Aristobulus 
for his violent procedure, he then spake civilly 
to them, and sent them away ; and told them, 
that when he came again into their country he 
would settle all their aft airs, after he had first 
taken a view of the affairs of the Nabateans. 
In the mean time, he ordered them to be 
quiet ; and treated Aristobulus civilly, lest he 
should make the nation revolt, and hinder bis 
return ; which yet Aristobulus did ; for with- 
out expecting any farther determination, which 
Pompey had promised them, he went to tlie 
city Delius, and thence marched into Judea. 

4. At this behaviour Pompey was angry ; 
and taking with him that army which he was 
leading against the N''.bateans, aud the auxili- 
aries that came from Damascus, and the other 
parts of Syria, wdth the other Roman legions 
which he had with him, he made an expedition 
against Aristobulus; but as he passed by Pella 
and Scythopolis, he came to Coreie, which is die 
first entrance into Judec when one passes over 
the midland countries, where he came to a most 
beautiful fortress that was built on the top of a 
mountain called Alexandrium, whither Aris- 
tobulus had fied ; and thence Pompey sent his 
commands to him, that he should come to him. 
Accordingly, at the persuasions of many that he 
would not make war with the Romans, he came 
down ; and when he had disputed with his bro- 
ther about the right to the government, he went 
up again to the citadel, as Pompey gave him 
leave to do ; and tliis he did two or tliree times, 
as flattering himself with the hopes of having the 
kingdom granted him; so tliat he still pre- 
tended he would obey Pompey in whatsoever 
he commanded, although at the same dme 
he retired to his fortress, that he might not 
depress liimsclf too low, and Uiat he might bo 
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prc))ared for a war, in case it should prove as 
he feared, that Pompey would transfer the 
government to Hyreanus : but when Pompey 
enjoined Aristobulus to deliver up the for- 
tresses he held, and to send an injunction to 
their governors under liis own hand for that 
purpose, for they had been forbidden to de- 
liver tliem up upon any other commands, he 
submitted indeed to do so; but still lie retired 
in displeasure to Jerusalem, and made pre- 
paration for war. A little after this, certain 
persons came out of Pontus, and informed 
Pompey, as he was on the way, and conduct- 
ing his army against Aristobulus, that Mith- 
ridates was dead, and was slain by his son 
Pliarnaces. 


CHAPTER IV. 

HOW POMPEY, WHEN THE CITIZENS OF JERC- 

SAL^M SHUT THEIR GATES AGAINST HIM, 

BESIEGED THE CITY, AND TOOK IT BY FORCE ; 

AS ALSO WHAT OTHER 'I HINGS HE DID IN 

JL’DEA. 

§ 1. Now when Pom[)ey had pitched his 
camp at Jericho (wheie the palm-tree grows,* 
and that balsam which is an ointment of all 
the most precious, which, upon any incision 
made in the wood with a sharp stone, distils 
out thence like a Juice), lie marched in ihe 
morning to Jerusalem. Hereupon Aristo- 
bulus repented of what he was doing, aiul 
came to Ponijiey, and [promised to] give him 
money, and received him into Jerusalem, and 
desired that he would leave off the war, and 
do what he pleased peaceably. So Pompey, 
upon his entreaty, forgave him, and sent Ga- 
binius, and soldiers with him, to receive the 
money and the city : yet was no part of this 
performed ; but Gabinius came back, being 
both excluded out of the city, and receiving 
none of the money promised, because Aristo- 
bulus's soldiers would not permit the agree- 
ments to be exeiTited. At this J^nnpey was 
very angry, and put .\ristohulus into jirisoii, 
and came himself to the city, which was 
strong on every side, excepting the north, 
which was nol so well fortified, for there whs 
a broad and deep ditch, that cncompassetl the 
city, f and included within it the temple, 

• These express testimoniers of Josephus here, and 
/•ntiq. b. viii, eh. vi, sect, fi, and b. xv, eh. iv, sect. S?, 
that tile only halsam gardens, and the best palm-trees, 
were, at least in his days, near Jei icho and Kngad<ti, about 
the north part of the Dead Sea ^whereabout also Alex- 
ander the Great miw the balsam drop), show the mistake 
of those that understand Eusebius and Jerom, as if one 
of those gardens were at the 8<#uth part of that sea, at 
Zoar or Negor, whereas they must either moan another 
Zoar or Segor, whieh waslx-tween Jericho a-al Kngaildl, 
agreeably to Josephus; whieh yet they «ionof appear to 
do, or else they directly cfmtradict Jostqihus, and were 
therein greallv misuken : I mean this, unless that bal- 
■am, md the test palm 4* e , grew much more south- 
ward in Judea in the day» s : -seblus and Jerom than 
they did in the days of Jovephus. 

t The particular depth and breadth of this ditch, 
T-funu c. the «tones for the ’-mU about the temple were 
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which w'as itself encompassed about witli a 
very strong stone wall. 

2. Now there was a sedition of the men 
that were within the city, who did not agree 
what was tu be done in their present circum- 
stances, while some thought it best to deliver 
up the city to Pompey; but Aristobulus's 
party exhorted them to shut the gates, be- 
cause he was kejit in prison. Now thesp 
prevented the others, and seized upon the 
temple, and cut off the bridge which reached 
from it to the city, and prepared themselves 
to abide a siege ; but the others admitted 
Pompey ’s army in, and delivered up both tlw 
city and the king’s palace to him. So Pom- 
pey sent his lieutenant Piso with an army, 
and placed garrisons both in the city and in 
the palace, to secure them, and fortified tire 
houses that joined to the temple, and all 
those w'hich were more distant and without it. 
And in the first place, he oflerod terms of ac- 
commodation to those that were within ; hut 
when they would not comply with wdiat was 
desired, he encompassed all the places tliere- 

I about with a wall, wherein Hy realms did 
gladly assist him on all occasions; but Pom- 
pey pitched his camp within [th'i wall], on 
the north part of the temple, where it was 
most practicable ; but even on that side there 
were great towers, and a ditch had been dug, 
and a deep valley begirt it round about, for 
on the parts towards the city were precipices, 
and the bridge on whicli Pompey bad gotten 
in was broken down. However, a bank was 
raised, day by day, with a great deal of la- 
bour, while the Homans cut down materials 
for it from the places round about ; and when 
this bank was sufficiently raised, and the ditch 
fillod up, though but poorly, by reason of its 
immense depth, he brought his mechanical 
engines and battering-rams from Tyre, and 
placing them on the bank, he battered tlie 
temple with the stones that were throw'ii 
against it ; niul had it not been our practice, 
from the days of our forefathers, to rest on 
the seventh day, this hank could never have 
been perfected, by reason of the opjiosition 
the Jews would have made ; for though our 
law gives us leave then to th fend ourselves 
against those that begin to fight with us aiul 
assault us, yet docs it not permit us to med- 
dle with our enemies while they do any thing 
else. 

3, Which thing when tfle Romans under- 
stood, on those days which we call Sabbailis 
they threw nothing at the Jews, nor came t*) 
any pitched battle with them, but raised up 
their earthen banks, and brought their engines 
into such forwardness, that they might doe*- 

probably taken, are nnrilttwl in oiir lopies of J(^epl’U^ 
but set down by .Strabo, b. xvi, p. ; from whom ^ 
learn, that this ditch waa sixty feet ocep, and two hu 
dred and fifty feet liroad. However, ite depth is> m « 
next section, said by Josephus to be Immense, 
exactly agrees to Strabefs description, and which nm 
hers in Strabo are a strong confirmation of the truin 
Josephus's descxipUon also. 
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ecutioii the ' next days ; and any one may | captive ; and no small enormities were corn- 
hence learn how very great piety we exercise ! mitted about the temple itself, which, in for- 
towards God, and the observance of his laws, mer ages, had been inaccessible, and seen by 
since the priests were not at all hindered from none ; for Poinpey went into it, and not a 


tlieir sacred ministrations, by their fear dur- 
ing this siege, but did still twice each day, in 
the morning and about the ninth hour, offer 
their sacrifices on the altar; nor did they 
omit those sacrifices, if any melancholy acci- 
dtMit happened, by tlie stones that were thrown 
among them ; for although the city was taken 
on the third month, on tlie day of the fast,* 
upon the hundred and seventy-ninth olympiad, 
when Caius Antonins and Marcus Tullius 
Cicero were consuls, and the enemy then fell 
upon them, and cut the throats of those that 
were in the temple, yet could not those that of- 
fered the sacrifices be compelled to run away, 
neither by the fear they were in of their own 
lives, nor by the number that were already 
slain, as thinking it better to sufler whatever 
came upon them, at their very altars, than to 
omit any thing that their laws required of 
them ; and that this is not a mere brag, or an 
encomium to manifest a degree of our piety 
that was false, but is the real truth, I appeal 
to those that have written of the acts of Pom- 
pey ; and, among them, to Strabo and Nico- 
laus [of Damascus] ; and besides these, to 
Titus Livius, the writer of the Homan Histo- 
ry, who will bear witness of this thing. f 

4. But when the battering-engine was 
brought near, the greatest of the towers was 
shaken by it, and fell down, and broke down 
a part of the fortifications, so the enemy poured 
in apace ; and Cornelius Paustus, the son of 
Sylla, w'ith his soldiers, first of all ascended 
the wall, and next to him Furius the centu- 
rion, w'ith tlu.se that followed, uii the other 
pai t ; while Fabius, who w'as also a centurion, 
ascended it in the middle, with a great body 
of men after him ; hut noiv all was full of 
slaughter ; some of the Jews being slain by 
the Romans, ami some by one another; nay, 
some there were who threw themselves down 
the precipices, or put fire to their houses, and 
burnt thci tiot able to bear the miseries 
they were under. Of the Jews there fell 
twelve thousand ; but of the Homans very 
few, Absalom, who was at once both uncle 
and father-in-law to Aristolnilus, was taken 

* That is on the twonty-thini of S;van, thcnnnu.’d fast 
for the defection aid idolatry of Jerolioarn, “who made 
Israel to sin or possibly some other fast might fall 
into that month, before and in the <(ays of Josephus. 

t It deserve.s here to be noted, that this Pharisaical 
superstitions notion, that offensive figiiting was unlaw- 
ful to Jews, oven under the utmost necessity, on the 
Sabbatli-day ; of which we hear nothing before the 
times of tile Maccabees, was tiic proper oct^asion of Je- 
rusalcui’s being taken by Pompey, by Sossius, and by 
'i'itus, as appears from the places already quoUxl in the 
note on Antlq. b. xiii, ch. viii, sect 1; which scrupu- 
lous su]x:r.stition, os h) tlie obten-ation of such a rigo- 
rous rest upon tlie Sabbath-day, our Saviour always op* 
TOsed, when the Pharisaical JeV.-i insisted on it, as isevi- 
dent in many places in the New Testament, though he 
■till Intimated how pernicious that superstition might 
prove to them in their from the Romans Matt 

XXV, ^0 


few of those that were with him also, and saw 
all that which it was unlawful for any other 
men to see, but only for the high-priests. 
There were in that temple the golden table, 
the holy candle-stick, and the pouring vessels, 
and a great quantity of spices ; and besides 
these there were among the treasures two thou- 
sand talents of sacred money ; yet did Pom- 
pey touch nothing of all this,| on account of 
his regard to religion ; and in this point also 
he acted in a manner tliat wms worthy of his 
virtue. The next day he gave order to those 
that had the charge of the temple to cleanse 
it, and to bring what offerings the law requir- 
ed to God ; and restored the high-priesthood 
to Hyreanus, both because he bad been use- 
ful to him ill other respects, and because 
he hindered the Jews in the country from 
giving Aristobulus any as.sistance in his war 
against him. He also cut off those that had 
been the authors of that war ; and bestowed 
proper rewards on Faustus, and tliosc others 
that mounted the wall with such alacrity ; and 
he made Jerusalem tributary to the Homans ; 
and took away those cities of Celesyria which 
the inhabitants of Judea had subdued, and 
put them under the government of the Ho- 
man president, and confined the whole na- 
lion, which had elevated itself so high before, 
within its Qwn bounds. Moreover, he re- 
built Gadara, which had been demolished a 
little before, II to gratify Demetrius of Gada- 
ra, who was his froed-man, and restored the 
rest of the cities, Hippos and Scythopolis, 
and Pella, and Dios, and Samaria, as also 
JVIarissa, and AshJod, and Janinia, and Are- 
thusa, to their own inhabitants: these were 
in the inland parts. Besides those that had 
been demolished, and also of the maritime 
cities. Gaza, and Joppa, and Dora, and Stra- 
in’s Tower ; which last Herod rebuilt after a 
;lorioiis manner, and adorned with havens 
and temples ; and changed its name to Ccesa- 
rca. All these Pompey left in a state of free- 
dom, and joined them to the province of Sy- 

i. 

5. Now the occasions of this misery which 
came upon Jerusalem were Hyreanus and 
Aristobulus, by raising a sedition one against 
the other ; for now we lost our liberty, and 
became subject to the Romans, and were de- 
prived of that country which we had gained 
by our arras from the Syrians, and were com- 
pelled to restore it to the Syrians. Moreover, 
the Homans exacted of us, in a little time. 

X This is fully confirmed by the testimony of Cicero, 
who says, in his oration for Flaccus, That “ Cneiiis 
Poin})eius, when he was conqueror, and had taken Je- 
rusalem, did not touch any thing belonging to tbnt 
temple,*' 

II Of this destruction of Gadara here presupposed, and 
its restoration hy Pompey, sec the note on the War. U. 
Phi vU, seeu 7. 
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above ten thousand talents ; and the royal 
authority, v^hich was a dignity formerly be- 
stowed on those that were high' priests, by the 
right of their family, became the property of 
private men; but of these matters we shall 
treat in their proper places. Now Pompey 
committed CA*lcsyria, as far as the river Eu- 
phrates and Egypt, to Scaurus, with two Ho- 
man legions, and then went away to Cilicia, 
and made haste to Rome. He also carried 
bound along with him Aristobulus and his 
children ; for he had two daughters, and as 
many sons ; the one of whom ran away ; but 
the younger, Antigonus, was carried to Home, 
together with his sisters. 


CHAPTER V. 

HOW SCAURUS MAOE A LEAGUE OF MUTUAL, 
ASSISTANCE WITH ARETAS ; AND WHAT GA- 
LINIUS DID IN JUDEA, AITER HE HAD CON- 
QUERED ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARlSXO- 
BULUS. 

§ 1. Scaurus made now- an expedition a- 
gainst Petrea, in Arabia, and set on tire all 
Uie places round about it, because of the great 
difficulty of access to it; and as his army was 
pinched by famine, Antipater furnished him 
with corn out of Judea, and with whatever 
else he wa»ited, and this at the command of 
Hyreanus ; and when he was sent to Aretas 
as an ambassador, by Scaurus, because he had 
lived with him formerly, he persuaded Aretas, 
to give Scaurus a sum of money, to prevent 
the burning of his country; and undertook 
to be his surety for three hundred talents. 
So Scaurus, upon these terms, ceased to 
make war any longer : which was done as 
much at Scaurus’s desire as at tlie desire of 
Aretas. 

2. Some time after this, when Alexander, 
the son of Aristobulus, made an incursion 
into Judea, Gabinius came from Rome to Sy- 
ria, as commander of the Roman forces. He 
did many considerable actions ; and particii- 
arly made war witii Alexander, since Ilyrea. 
nus was not yet able to oppose his iiowei’, hut 
was already attempting to rebuild the w'all of 
Jerusalem, which Pompey had overthrown, 
althougli the Romans who were there restrain, 
ed him from that his design. However, Al- 
exander went over all the country round a- 
bout, and armed many of the Jews, and sud- 
denly got together ten tiiousand armed foot- I 
men, and dlteeii liuiidted horsemen, and for- ' 
tided Alexandrium, a fortress near to Core®, 
and Macherus, near the mountains of Arabia. 
Gabinus therefore came upon him, having 
sent Marcus Antoni us, with other comman- 
ders, before. These unh. j ruch Homans as 
followed them; and, togirther with them, such 
Jewt ett were subject to tlv. m, whose leaders ' 
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were Pitholaus and Maliclius ; atid they took 
with tliem also their friends that were with 
Antipater, and met Alexander, while Gabi- 
nius himself followed with his legion. Here- 
upon Alexander retired to the neighbourhood 
of Jerusalem, wiiere they fell upon one ano- 
ther, and it came to a pitched battle ; in which 
the Romans slew of their enemies about three 
thousand, and took a like number alive. 

3. At which time Gabinius came to Alex- 
andrium, and invited those that w'erc in it to 
deliver it up on certain conditions, and pro- 
mised that then tlieir former oH'enccs should 
he forgiven : but as a great number of the e- 
nemy had pitched their camp before the for- 
tress, whom the Hom.'ins attacked, Marcus 
Aiitonius fought bravely, and slew a great 
number, and seemed to come off with the 
greatest honour. So Gabinius left part of 
his army there, in order to take tlie place, and 
he himself went into other parts of Judea, and 
gave order to rebuild all the cities that he met 
with that had been demolished ; at which time 
were rebuilt Samaria, Ashdod, Scythopolis, 
Anthedon, Haphia, ami Dora ; Marissa also, 
and Gaza, and not a few otJiers besides ; and 
as the men acted according to Gabinius’s 
command, it came to pass, that at this lime 
these cities were securely inhabited, which had 
been desolate fur a long time. 

4 . When Gabinius had done thus in the 
country he returned to Alexandrium; and 
when he urged on the siege of the place, Alex- 
ander sent an embassage to him, desiring that 
he would pardon his former offences ; he also 
delivered up the fortresses, llyrcania and 
Macherus, and at last Alexandrium itself, 
which fortresses Gabinius demolished ; but 
when Alexander’s mother, w'ho was of the side 
of the Homans, as having her husband and 
oilier children at Home, came to him, he 
granted her whatsoever she asked ; and when 
he had settled matters with her, he brought 
Hyreanus to Jerusalem, and committed tlie 
care of the temple to him ; and when he had 
ordained five councils, he distributed tlie na- 
tion into the same number of parts: so these 
councils governed the jieople ; the first was at 
Jerusalem, the second at Gailara, the third at 
Ainalbus, the fourth at Jericho, and the lifUi 
at Sepphoris, in Galilee. So the Jews were 
now freed from monarchic authority, and were 
governed by an aristocracy,* 

• Dean Prideaux well otaserves, That notwithstand. 

I iiig the clamour against Gabinius at Rome. Josephui 
gives him a laudable character os if he had acquitted 
I himself with honour in the charge committed to him 
[in Juilea]. See at the year 3i 
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CHAPTER VI. 

now GABINIUS CAUGHT ABlSTOBUtUS AFTER 
HE HAD IXEO FROM ROME, AND SENT HIM 
BACK TO ROME AGAIN ; AND IlOW THE 
SAME GABINIUS, AS HE RETURNED OUT OF 
EGYPT, OVERCAME ALEXANDER AND THE 
NABATEANS IN BATTLE, 

§ 1. Now Aristobulus ran away from Rome 
to Judea, and set about the rebuilding of Alex- 
andrium, which had been newly demolished ; 
hereupon Gabinius sent sokliers against him, 
and for their commanders Sisenna, and An- 
tonius, and Servilius, in order to hinder him 
from getting possession of the country, and to 
take him again ; and indeed many of the Jews 
ran to Aristobulus on account of his former 
glory, as also because they should be glad of 
an innovation. Now, there was one Pitholaus, 
a lieutenant at Jerusalem, who deserted to him 


This hath also been related elsewhere. How. 
ever, Antipater supplied his army, which he 
sent against Archelaus, with corn, and wea- 
pons, and money. He also made those Jews 
who were above Pelusium his friends and con- 
federates, and had been the guardians of the 
passes that led into Egypt. But when he 
came back out of Egypt, he found Syria in 
disorder with seditions and troubles; for 
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, having seiz- 
ed on the government a secon^’. time by force, 
made many of the Jews revolt to him ; and 
so he marched over the country with a great 
army, and slew all the Romans he could light 
ipon, and proceeded to besiege the mountain 
railed Gerizzim, whither they had retreated. 

3. But when Gabinius found Syria in such 
a state, he sent Antipater, who was a prudent 
man, to those that were seditious, to try whe- 
ther he could cure them of tlieir madness, and 
persuade them to return to a better mind ; and 
when he came to them, he brought many of 
them to a sound mind, and induced them to 


with a thousand men, although a great Dumber 
of those lliat came to him were unarmed ; and 
when Aristobulus had resolved to go to Ma- 
cherus, he dismissed those people, because they 
were unarmed ; for they could not be useful 
to him in what actions he was going about; 
but he took with him eight thousand that were 
armed, and marched on ; and as the Romans 
fell upon them severely, Ihc Jews fought 
valiantly, hut were beaten in the battle; and 
when they had fought with alacrity, but were 
overborne by the enemy, they were put to 
flight ; of whom were slain about five thou- 
sand, and djerest being dispersed, tried, as well 
as llioy were* able, to save themselves. Howev- 
er, Aristobulus had with him still above a thou- 
sand, and with them he fled to Macherus, and 
fortified the place ; and though he had had ill 
success, he still had good hope of his affairs ; 
but when he had st ruggled against the siege for 
two days’ time, and had received many wounds, 
he was brought as a captive to Gabinius, with 
his son AntigoTius, w'hoalso fled with him from 
Rome; and this was the fortune of Aristobulus, 
who was sent back again to Rome, and was there 
retained in bond*:, liaving been both king and 
high-priest for three years and six months ; and 
was indeed an ermnent person, and one of a 
great soul. However, the senate let his cliild- 
ren go, upon Gabinius’a writing to them that 
he had promised their mother so much when 
she delivered up the fortresses to him ; and 
ccordingly they then returned into Judea. 


lo what they ought to do. But he could not 
restrain Alexander, for he had an army of thir- 
ty thousand Jews, and met Gabinius, and, 
joining battle with him, was beaten, and lost 
ten thousand of his men about Mount Tabor. 

4. So Gabinius settled the afiairs which be- 
longed to the city Jerusalem, as was agreea- 
ble to Antipatcr’s inclination, and went against 
the Nabateans, and overcame them in battle. 
He also sent away in a friendly manner, 
Mithridates ftiui Orsanes, who were Parthian 
deserters, and came to him, though the report 
went abroad that they had run away from him. 
And when Gabinius had performed great and 
glorious actions, in his management of the 
affairs of the war, he returned to Home, and 
delivered the government to Crassus. Now, 
Nicolaus of Damascus, and Strabo, of Cap- 
padocia, both describe the expeditions of Pom- 
pey and Gabinius against the Jews, while nei- 
ther of them say any thing now which is not 
in the other. 


CHAPTER VI I. 

HOW CRASSUS CAME INTO JUDEA, AND PIL- 
LAGED THE TE.MPLE; AND THEN MARCHED 
AGAINST THE PARTHIANS, AND PERISHED, 
WITH HIS ARMY. ALSO HOW CASSIUS OB- 
TAINED SYRIA, AND PUT A STOP TO THE 
PARTHIANS, AND THEN WENT UP TO JUDEA. 


2. Now when Gabinius was making an § 1. Now Crassus, as he was going upon hi* 
expedition against the Parthians, and had al- expedition against the Parthian*, came into 
ready passed over Euphrates, he changed his Judea, and carried off the money that was in 
mind, and resolved to return into Egypt, in the temple, which Pompey had left, being two 
order to restore Ptolemy to bis kingdom, thousand talents, and was disposed to spoil it 

fudson out belonging to it, which was 

pr^neui, eight thousand talents. He also took a beam, 
*\o. **See made of solid beaten gold, of the 

.weight of three hundred min», each of which 


• This history is best illustrated by Dr. 

of Livy, who says, that « A. Gabinius, th 
Ptolemy to hto kin^om of Egypt 
Archelaus, whom i^ey had set up for a kin 
l*riU. at the years 61 and 65 
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weighed two pounds and a half. It was the 
priest who was guardian of the sacred trea- 
sures, and w’hose name w'as Eleazar, that gave 
him this beam, not out of a wicked design, 
for he was a good and a righteous man ; but 
being intrusted with the custody of the veils 
belonging to the temple, which were of admir- 
able beauty, and of very costly workmanship, 
and hung down from this beam, w'hen he saw 
that Crassus was busy in gathering money, 
and w^as in fear for the entire ornaments of 
the temple, he gave him this beam of gold as 
a ransom for the whole, but this not till he 
had given his oath that he would remove no- 
thing else out of the temple, but be satished 
with this only, which he should give him, be- 
ing worth many ten thousand [shekels]. Now, 
this beam was contained in a wooden beam 
that was hollow', but was known to no others; 
but Eleazar alone knew it; yet did Crassus 
take away this beam, upon the condition of 
touching nothing else that belongojl to the 
temple, — and then brake his oath, and carried 
away all the gold that was in the temple. j 

2. And let no one w-onder that there was 
so much wealth in our temple, since all the 
Jew's throughout tlje habitable earth, and 
those that worshipped God, nay, even those: 
of Asia and Europe, sent their contributions 
to it, and this from very ancient times. Nor 
is the largeness of these sums without its at- 
testation ; nor is that greatness owing to our 
/anity, as raising it without ground to so 
great a height : but there are many witnesses 
to it, and particularly Strabo of Cappadocia, 
who says thus ; — Mithridates sent to Cos, 
and took the money which queen Cleopatra 
had deposited there ; as also eight hundred 
talents belonging to the Jews.” Now we 
have no puldic money but only what apper- 
tains to God ; and it is evident that the Asian 
Jews removed this money, out of fear of JMi- 
thridates ; for it is not probable that those of 
Judea, who had a strong city and temple, 
should send their money to Cos ; nor is it 
likely that the Jews who are inhabitants of 
Alexandria, should do so neither, since they 
w'ere in no fear of Mithridates. And Strabo 
himself hears witness to the same thing in 
another place; that at the same time that Sylla 
passed over into Greece, in order to fight 
against Mithridates, he sent LucuIIus to put 
an end to a sedition that our nation, of whom 
the habitable earth is full, had raised in Cy- 
rene ; where he speaks thus : — There w’crc 
four classes of men among those of Cyrene ; 
that of citizens, thatof iiusbandmen, the third 
of strangers, and the fourth of .lews. Now 
these Jews are already gotten into all cities ; 
and it is hard to find a place in the habitable 
earth that hath not admitted this tribe of men, 
and is not possessed by them*, and it hath come 


tain great bodies of these Jews in a peculiar 
manner, and grow up to greater prosperity 
with them, and make use of the same laws 
with that nation also. Accordingly, the Jews 
have places assigned them in Egypt, wherein 
they inhabit, besides what is peculiarly allot- 
ted to this nation at Alexandria, which is a 
large part of that city. There is also an eth- 
narcb allowed them, who governs the nation, 
and distributes justice to them, and takes care 
of their contracts, and of the laws to them 
belonging, as if he were the ruler of a free 
republic. In Egypt, therefore, this nation is 
powerful, because the Jew's were originally 
Egyptians, and because the land wherein they 
inhabit, since they went thence, is near to 
Egypt. They also removed into Cyrene, be- 
cause that this land adjoined to the govern- 
ment of Egypt, as well as docs Judea, or ra, 
ther was formerly under the same govern- 
ment.” And this is what Strabo says. 

3. So when Crassus had settled all things 
as he himself pleased, he marched into Par- 
thia, where both he himself and all his army 
perishe<}, as hath been related elsewhere. Hut 
Cassius, as he fled from Home to Syria, took 
possession of it, and was an irnpedi.nent to 
the Parthiaiis, who, by reason of their victory 
over Crassus, nuwJe incursions upon it; and 
as he came back to Tyre, be went up into Ju- 
dea also, and fell upon Tarichea*, and pre. 
seiitly took it, and carried about thirty thou- 
sand Jews captives ; and slew Pitbolaus, who 
succeeded Arislobulus in his seditious prac 
tice.s, and that by the persuasion of Antipater, 
who proved to have great interest in him, and 
was at that time in great repute w'ith the Idu- 
mcans also : out of which nation he married 
a wife, w ho was the daughter of one of their 
eminent men, and her name was Cyprus,* by 
whom he had four sons, Phasael, and Herod, 
who was afterwards made king, and Joseph, 
and Pheroras; and a daughter, named Sa- 
lome. This Antipator cultivated also a friend- 
ship and mutual kindness with other poten- 
. tales, but especially with the king of Arabia, 
j to w’hom he committed his children, while he 

fought against Aristobulus. So Cassius re- 
moved his camp, and marched to Eupl)rates, 
to meet those tliat were coming to attack him., 
as hath been related by others. 

4. Hut some time afterwards, Cnesar, when 
he had taken Rome, and after Pompey and 
the senate were fled bey()nd '«lhe Ionian Sea, 
freed Aristobulus from his bonds, and resolv- 
ed to send him into Syria, and delivered two 
legions to him, that he might set matters right, 
as being a potent man in that country ; but 
Aristobulus had no enjoyment of what be 
hoped for from the power that was given him 
by Ca'sar ; for those of Poinpey’s party pre- 


to pass that Egypt and Cy.i uc, ns having the 
same governors, and a great number of other 
natioii^ iDifcate their way of iiving, and main- 


• Dr. Hiulson observes, that the name of this wife oI 
AntIpater, in Josephus, was Cypros, us an H/brew wr* 
mination ; hut not Cyprto, the Greek name for Veiiuis 
as some critlai were ri|^Y to oorreot it 
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vented it, and destroyed him by poison ; and 
those of Caesar’s party buried him. His dead 
body also lay, for a good while, embalmed in 
honey, till Antony afterwards sent it to Judea, 
and caused him to be buried in the royal se- 
pulchre. But Scipio, upon Pompey’s send- 
ing to him to slay Alexander, the son of 
Aristobulus, because the young man was ac- 
cused of what offences he had been guilty of 
at first against the Romans, cut off his head ; 
and thus did he die at Antioch. Hut Ptole- 
my, the son of Menneus, who was the ruler 
of Chalcis, under Mount Libanus, took his 
brethren to him, and sent his son Piiilippion 
to Askelou to Aristobulus’s wife, and desired 
her to send back with him her son Antigo- 
nus and her daughters ; the one of whom, 
whose name was Alexandra, Philippion fell 
in love with, and married her; though after- 
wards his father Ptolemy slew him, and mar- 
ried Alexandra, and continued to take care of 
her brethren. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

THK .TtWS BECOME CONFEDERATES WITH CJiSAtt 
WHEN HE FOUGHT AGAINST EGYIT. THK 
GLORIOUS ACTIONS OF ANTIPATER, AND HIS 
FRIENDSHIP WITH CAESAR. THE HONOURS 
WHICH THE .JEWS RECEIVED FROM THK RO- 
MANS AND ATHENIANS. 

§ 1. Now after Pompey was dead, and after 
that victory Cajsar had gained over him, An 
lipater, who managed tli Jewish affairs, be- 
came very useful to Ci ar when he made 
war against Egypt, and that by the order of 
Ilvrcanus; for when Mithridutes of I’erga- 
mus was bringing his auxiliaries, and was not 
able to continue his march through Pelusium, 
but obliged to stay at Askelou, Autipater 
came to him, conducting three thousand of 
the Jews, armed men : he had also taken care 
the principal men of the Arabians should 
come to his assistance ; and on his account it 
was that all the Syrians assisted him also, as 
not willing to appear behindhand in their ala- 
etlty for Ca'sar, viz. Jamblicus the ruler, and 
Ptolemy his son, and Tholomy tlie son of 
Sohemus, wlio dwelt at Mount I Ibanus, and 
almost all the cities. So IMithridaies march- 
ed out of Syria, ifnd came to I’elusium ; and 
when its inhabitants would not admit him, he 
besieged the city. Now Autipater signalized 
himself here, and was the first who plucked 
down a part of the wall, and so opened a way 
to the rest, whereby they might enter the city, 
and by this means Pelusium was taken. But 
it happened that the Egyptian Jews, who 
dwelt in the country called Onion, would not 
let Antipater and Mithridates, with their sol- 
^ers, pass to Ciesar; but Autipater persuad- 
them to come over to thei|r part^', becaiiKe 
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be was of the same people with them, and 
Iiat chiefly by showing them the epistles of 
Hyreanus the l«gh-priest, wherein he exhort- 
ed them to cultivate friendship with Ctes.ir ; 
and to supply his army with money, and all 
sorts of provisions which they wanted ; and ' 
accordingly, when they saw Antipater and the 
high-priest of the same sentiments, they did 
as they were desired. And when the Jews 
about Memphis heard that these Jews were 
come over to Caisar, they also invited Milhri- 
dates to conic to them ; so he came and re- 
ceived them also into his army. 

2. And when Mithridafes had gone over all 
Delta, as the place is called, he came to a 
pitched battle with the enemy, near the place 
called the Jewish Camp. Now Mitliridates 
lad the right wing, and Antipater the left ; 
and when it came to a fight, that wing where 
Mithridates was gave way, and was likely to 
suffer extremely, unless Antipater had come 
running to him with his own soldiers along 
the shore, when he had already hcaten the 
enemy that opposed him ; so he delivered Mi- 
thridates, and put those Egyptians who had 
been too hard for him to flight. He also 
took their camp, and continued in the pur- 
suit of them. He also recalled Mithridates, 
who had been worsted, and was retired a great 
way off', of whose soldiers eight hundred fell; 
but of Antipater’s fifty. So Mithridates sent 
an account of this battle to Ciesar, and open- 
ly declared that Antipatcr was the author of 
tins victory, and of his own preservation ; in 
somuch that Ccesar commended Antipater 
then, and made use of him all the rest of that 
I war in the most hazardous undertakings : he 
I happened also to be wounded in one of those 
engagements. 

3. However, when Ciesar, after some time, 
had finished that war, and was sailed away 
for Syria, he honoured Antipater greatly, and 
confirmed Hyreanus in the high-priesthood ; 
and bestowed on Antipater the privilege of a 
citizen of Rome, and a freedom from taxe* 
everywhere j and it is reported by many, that 
Hyreanus went along with Antipatcr in this 
expedition, and came himself into Egypt. 
And Strabo of Cappadocia bears witness to 
this, when he says thus, in the name of Asi- 
nius : — ** After Mithridates had invaded £- 
gypt, and with him Hyreanus the high-priest 
of the Jews.” Nay, the same Strabo says 
thus again, in another place, in the name of 
Hypsicrates, that “ Mithridutes at first went 

. out alone ; but that Antipater, w'ho bad the 
^care of the Jewish aff'airs, was called by him 
to Askelon, and that he bed gotten ready tliree 
thousand soldiers to go a'.ong with liim, and 
encouraged other governors of the country to 
go along with him also ; and that Hyreanus 
the high-priest was also present in this expe- 
dition.'* This is what Strabo says. 

4. But Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, 
came at this time to Ciesar, and lamented Uis 
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father’s fate ; and complained, that it was by 
Antipater’s means that Aristobulus was taken 
off by poison, and his brother was beheaded 
by Scipio, and desired that he would take pity 
of him who had been ejected out of that prin- 
cipality which was due to him. He also ac- 
cused Hyreanus and Antipater as governing 
the nation by violence, and offering injuries 
to himself. Antipater was present, and made 
his defence as to the accusations that were 
laid against him. He demonstrated, that 
Antigonus and his party were given to inno- 
vation, and were seditious persons. He al- 
so put C®sar in mind what difficult services 
he had undergone when he assisted him in 
his wars, and discoursed about what he was a 
witness of himself. He added, tl)at Aristo- 
bulus was justly carried away to Rome, as 
one that was an enemy to the Romans, and 
could never be brought to be a friend to them, 
and that his brother had no more than lie de- 
served from Scipio, as being seized in com- 
mitting robberies ; and that this punishment 
was not inflicted on him in a way of violence 
or injustice by him that did it. 

5. When Antipater had made this speech, 
Czesar appointed Hyreanus to be high-priest, 
and gave Antipatcr what principality he him- 
self should choose, leaving the determination 
to himself ; so he made him procurator of 
Judea. He also gave Hyreanus leave to 
raise up the walls of his own city, upon his 
asking that favour of him, for they had been 
demolished by Pompey. And this grant he 
sent to the consuls of Rome, to be engraven 
in the capitol. The decree of the senate was 
this that follows:* ** Lucius Valerius, the 
son of Lucius the prajtor, referred this to the 
senate, upon the Ides of December, in the 
temple of Concord. There were present at 
the writing of this decree Lucius Copouius, 
the son of Lucius of the CoUinc tribe, and 
Papirius of the Quirine tribe, concerning the 
affairs which Alexander, the son of Jason, 
and Numcnius the son of Antiochus, and 
Alexander, the son of Dositheus, ambassadors 
of the Jews, good and worthy men, jiroposed, 
who came to renew that league of good-will 
and friendstiip with the Romans which was 
in being before. They also brought a shield 
of gold, as a mark of confederacy, valued at 
fifty thousand pieces of gold ; and desired 
that letters might be given them, directed 

• 

• Take Dr. Hudson’s note iqion this place, which I 
supiwsc to be the truth: — " Merc is some mistake in 
Josephus; for when he had promised us a decree for 
the restoration of Jerusalem, he- brings in a decree of 
far greater antiquity, and that a !e;igirc of friendship 
and union only. One may easily lielieve that Josephus 
gave order for one thing, and his amanuensis performed 
another, by transposing decrees Uiatcorceined the Hyr- 
eani, and as deluded by the sameness of their names; 
for that belongs to the first high priest of this name 
rjohn Hyreanus! which «.*i Jms here ascribes to one 
that livetl later ^Hyreanus, uic *<00 of Alexander Jan- 
neus! However, the tleoiee which be proposed to set 
down tollowi a little lower, h-? the Cf Election of Roman 
deerees thil AMOerticd the Jews, and is that dated when 
the fifth tinie,” See eh. x, sect. 6 


both to the free cities and to the kings, that 
their country and their havens might be at 
peace, and that no one among them might 
receive any injury. It therefore pleased [the 
senate] to make a league of friendship and 
good-will with them, and to bestow on them 
whatsoever they stood in need of, and to ac- 
cept of the shield which was brought by them. .. 
This was done in the ninth year of Hyreanus 
the high-pricst and etiinarch, in the month 
Panemus.” Hyreanus also received honours 
from the people of Athens, as having been 
useful to them on many occasions ; and when 
they wrote to him, they sent him this decree, 
as it here follows : — “ Under the prutaneia 
and priesthood of Dionysius, the son of Es- 
culapius, on the fifth day of the latter part of 
the month Panemus, this decree of the Athe- 
nians was given to their commanders, when 
Agathocles was archon, and Eucles, the son 
of Menander of Atimusia, was the scribe. 
In the month Munychion, on the eleventh 
(lay of the Prutaneia, a council of the presi. 
dents was held in the theatre. Dorotheus 
the high-priest, and the fellow-presidents with 
him, put it to the vote of the people. Dio- 
nysius, the son of Dionysius, gave the sen- 
tence, Since Hyreanus, the son of Alexan- 
der, the high-priest and ethriarch of the Jews, 
continues to bear good-will to our people in 
general, and to every one of our citizens in 
particular, and treats them with all sorts o1 
kindness j and when any of the .\thenians 
come to him, either as ambassadors, or on any 
occasion of their own, he receives them in an 
obliging manner, and sees that they are con- 
ducted back in safety, of which we have had 
several former testimonies : it is now also de- 
creed, at the report of Theodosius, the son ol 
Theodorus, and upon his putting the people 
in mind of the virtue of this man, and that 
his purpose is to do us ail the good that is in 
his power, to honour him with a crown of 
gold, the usual reward according to the law, 
and to erect his statue in brass in tfie temple 
of Deinus and of the Graces j and that this 
present of a crown shall be proclaimed pub 
iicly in the theatre, in the Dionysian shows, 
while the new tragedies are acting; and in 
the Panathenean, and Eleusinian, and Gym- 
nical shows also ; and that the commanders 
.shall take care, while he continues in his 
friendship, and preserves his good-will to ns, 
to return all possible hodbur and favour to 
the man, for Ins direction and generosity ; 
that by ibis treatment it may appear how our 
people receive the good kindly, and repay 
them a suitable reward ; and he may be in- 
duced to proceed in his affection towards us, 
by the honours we have already paid hinrj* 
That ambassadors be also chosen out of all 
the Athenians, who shall carry this decree to 
him, and desire him to accept of the honours 
we do him, and to endeavour always to 
doing some good to our city.’*— And tlu« 
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shall suffice us to have spoken as to the ho. 
nours that were paid by the Romans and the 
people of Athens to Hyrcanus. 


CHAPTER IX. 

HOW ANllPATER COMMITTED THE CARE OF 
GALILEE TO HEROD, AND THAT OF JERUSA- 
LEM TO PHASAELUS ; AS ALSO, HOW HEROD, 
UPON THE JEWS* ENVY AT ANTIFATER, WAS 
ACCUSED BEFORE HYRCANUS. 

§ 1. Now when Caesar had settled the affairs 
of Syria, he sailed away ; and as soon as An. 
tipater had conducted CiEsar out of Syria, he 
returned to Judea. He then immediately 
raised up the wall which had been thrown 
down by Pompey ; and, by coming thither, he 
])acified that tumult which had been in the 
country, and this by both threatening and ad- 
vising them to be quiet ; for that, if they would 
bo of Ilyrcanus’s side, they would live hap- 
pily, and load their lives without disturbance, 
in the enjoyment of their own possessions ; 
but if they were addicted to the hopes of 
what might come by innnovation, and aimed 
to get wealth thereby, they should have him a 
severe master, instead of a gentle governor, 
and Hyrcanus a tyrant instead of a king, and 
the Romans, together witli Ca*sar, their bitter 
enemies, instead of rulers, for that they would 
never bear him to be set aside whom they had 
appointed lo govern. And when Antipater 
had said this to them, he himself settled the 
atfairs of this country. 

2. And seeing that Hyrcanus was of a 
slow' and slothful temper, he made Pliasaelus, 
liis eldest .;on, governor of Jerusalem, and of 
the places that were about it, but committed 
Galilee to Htrod, his next son, >yho was then 
a very young man, for he was but fifteen years 
of age ; * but that youth of his was no impe 
diment to him ; but 0*5 he was a youth of great 
mind, he presently met with an opportunity of 
signalizing his courage; for, finding there 
was one Ilczekias, a captain of a band of rob- 
bers, who oveiran the neighbouring parts of 
Syria with a great troop of them, he seized 
him and slew him, as w'ell as a great number 
of the other robbers that were with him ; for 
which action he was greatly beloved by the 
Syrians ; for whim they were very desirous 
to have their country freed from this nest of 
robbers, he purged it of them : so they sung 
songs in his commendation in their villages 
and cities, as having procured them peace and 

. • Those who wljl carefully observe the several ooca- ■ 

and death of this Herod, and of his childrin, hereafter: 
noted, will see, that twenty-fivi* years, and not fifteen, 
for certain have been herf Josephus’s own number 
Herod, when he was made governor of 
^aliiee. See ch. xxiii, sect. 5 ; and eh xxiv, sect. Y ; 
^0 parncuUnrly Antiq. b. xvil, ch. vili, sect \ ; where, 
about fourty.four yeurs afterwan^ Herod dies an old 
»nan at about seventy. 


the secure enjoyment of their possessions; 
and on this account it was that he became 
known to Sextus Caesar, who was a relation 
of the great Caesar, and was now president of 
Syria. Now Phasaelus, Herod’s brother, was 
moved with emulation at his actions, and en 
vied the fame he had thereby gotten, and be- 
came ambitious not to he behindhand with 
him in deserving it; so he made the inhabi 
tants of Jerusalem hear him the greatest good- 
will while he held the city himself, but did 
neither manage its affairs improperly, nor 
abuse his authority therein. This conduct 
procured from the nation to Antipater such 
respect as is due to kings, and such honours 
as he might partake of if he were an absolute 
lord of the country. Yet did not this splen- 
Jour of his, as frequently happens, in the 
least diminish in him that kindness and fide- 
lity which he owed to Hyrcanus, 

3. But now the principal men among the 
Jews, when they saw Antipater and his sons 
to grow so much in the good-will the nation 
bare to them, and in the revenues which they 
received out of Judea, and out of Hyreanus’s 
own wealth, they became ill-disposed to him* 
for indeed Antipater had contracted a friend- 
ship with the Roman emperors ; and when he 
had prevailed with Hyrcanus to send them 
money, ho took it to himself, and purloined 
the present intended, and sent it as if it were 
his own, and not Hyreanus’s gift to them. 
Hyrcanus heard of this his management, but 
took no care jibont it ; nay, he rather was 
very glad of it : but the chief men of the Jews 
were therefore in fear, because they saw that 
Herod was a violent and bold man, and very 
desirous of acting tyrannically ; so they came 
to Hyrcanus, and now accused Antipater 
openly, and said lo him, “ How long wilt 
thou be quiet under such actions as are now 
done? Or dost thou ru t see that Antipater and 
his sons have already seized upon the govern, 
ment, and that it is only the name of a king 
which is given thee ? But do not thou suffer 
these things to l>c hidden from thee ; nor do 
thou think to escape danger by being so care- 
less of thyself and of thy kingdom ; for Anti- 
patcr and his sons are not now stewards of 
thine affairs; do not thou deceive thyself with 
such a notion; they are evidently absolute 
lords; for Herod, Antipater’s son, hath slain 
Hezekiah and those that were with him, and 
hath thereby transgressed our law, which hath 
forbidden to slay any man, even though he 
were a wicked man, unless he had been first 
condemned to suffer death by the sanhe- 
I drim ;f yet hatli he been so insolent as to do 

[t^ is here worth qur while to remark, that none 

of the Jewish sanh^rim, there teing' an cxt^lient pro 
vision in the Uiw of Mosca, tlwt even in criminal causes, 
and imrtlculary where life was concerned, an apiieal 
should lie from the lesser councils of seven in the other 
cities, to tile supreme council of seveuty-one st Jerusa- 
lem; and this U exactly aocording to our Saviouft 
words, when he says “ It could not be that a pioplMt 
should perish out of Jerusalem.'* Luke xiii, 33. 
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this, and that without any authority from 
Jfhee.’* 

4. Upon Hyrcanus hearing this he com- 
plied with them. The mothers also of those 
that had been slain by Herod raised his in- 
dignation ; for those women continued every 
day in the temple, persuading the king and 
the people that Herod might undergo a trial 
before the sanhedrim for what he had done. 
Hyrcanus was so moved by these complaints, 
that he summoned Herod to come to his trial 
for what was charged upon him. Accordingly 
be came ; but his father bad persuaded him to 
come not like a private man, but with a guard, 
for the security of his person ; and that when 
he had settled the atfairs of Galilee in the best 
manner he could for his own advantage, he 
should come to his trial, but still with a body 
of men sulhcient for his security on his jour- 
ney, yet so that he should not come with so 
great a force as might look like terrifying 
Hyrcanus, but still such a one as might not 
expose him naked and unguarded [to his ene- 
mies], However, Sextus Ca;«ar, president of 
Syria, wrote to Hyrcanus, and desired him 
to clear Herod, and dismiss him at his trial, 
and threatened him beforehand if he did not 
do it. Which epistle of his was the occasion 
of Hyrcanus delivering Herod from suffering 
any harm from the sanhedrim, for he loved 
him as his own son ; but when Herod stood 
before the sanhedrim, with his body of men 
about him, he affrighted them all, and no one 
of his former accusers durst after that bring 
any charge against him, but tluTc was a deep 
silence, and nobody knew what was to be 
done. When affairs stood thus, one whose 
name was Sameas,* a righteous man he was, 
and for that reason above all fear, rose up, and 
said, O you that are assessors with me, and 
O thou tliaf art our king, I neither have ever 
myself known such a case, nor do I suppose 
tliat any one of you can name its parallel, that 
one who is called to take his trial by us ever 
.stood in such a manner before us ; but every 
one, whosoever he he, that comes to be tried 
by this sanhedrim, presents himself in a sub- 
missive manner, and like one that is in fear of 
himself, and that endeavours to move us to 
compassion, with his hair dishevelled, and in 
a black and mourning garment : hut this admir- 
able man Herod, who is accused of murder, 
and called to answer so heavy an accusation, 
stands here clothed in purple, and with the 
hair of his head finely trimmed, and with his 
armed men about him, that if we shall con- 
demn him by our law, he may slay us, and 
by overbearing justice may himself escape 
death ; yet do uot 1 make this complaint a- 
gainst Hero<l hnnself ; he is to he sure more 
concerned for himself than for the laws ; but 
iny complaint is agawict v^urselves and your 

♦ Tbw account, as Reland e'werves, is ronArmed l.y 
Jie Tolrauditti, who call tins riamonA '*£lnMan«the 
Koii 


king, who give him a licence so to do. How 
ever, hike you notice, that God is great, and 
that this very man, whom you are going to 
absolve and dismiss, for the sake of Hyrcanus, 
will one day punish both you and your king 
himself also.” Nor did Sameas mistake in 
any part of this prediction ; for when Herod 
had received the kingdom, he slew all the 
members of this sanhedrim, and Hyrcanus 
himself also, excepting Sameas, for he had a 
great honour for him on account of his right- 
eousness, and because, when the city was 
afterwards besieged by Herod and Sosius, he 
persuaded the people to admit Herod into it; 
and told them, that for their sins they would 
not be able to escape his hands : — which things 
will be related by us in their proper places. 

5. But when Hyrcanus saw that the mem- 
bers of the sanhedrim were ready to pro- 
nounce the sentence of death upon Ilerod, he 
put off' the trial to another day, and sent pri- 
vately to Herod, and advised him to fly out 
of the city ; for that by tliis means he might 
escape. So he retired to Damascus, as though 
he fled from the king; and when he had been 
with Sextus Caesar, and had put hir own af- 
fairs in a sure posture, he resolved to do thus* 
— 'riiat in case he were again siinimoneu be- 
fore the sanhedrim to take his trial, he would 
not obey that summons. Hereupon the mem- 
bers of the sanhedrim had great indignation 
at this posture of affairs, and endeavoured In 
I persuade Hyrcanus that all these things were 
' against him ; which state of matters he was 
I not ignorant of; but his temper was so un- 
manly and so foolish, that lie was able to do 
nothing at all; but when Sextus had made 
Herod general of the army of Celesyria, for 
^ he sold him that jiust for money, Hyrcanus 
, was in fear lest Herod should make war upon 
' him ; nor was the effect of what he feared 
long in coming upon him,— for Herod came, 

' and brought an army along with him to light 
, with Hyrcanus, as being angry at the trial he 
, had been summoned to undergo before the 
sanhedrim ; but his father Antipater, and his 
brother [Phasaelus] met him, and hindered 
him from assaulting Jerusalem, They also 
i pacified his vehement temper, and persuaded 
Inin to do no overt action, but only to affright 
them with threatenings, and to proceed no 
farther against one who had given him the 
! dignity he had : they also desired him no* 

’ only to be angry that he waS summoned, and 
j obliged to come to his trial, but to remember 
; withal how he was dismis.sed without coiidem 
; nation, and how he ought to give Hynranus 
[ thanks for the same ; and that he was not to 
regard only w'hat was disagreeable to him, and 
be unthankful for his deliverance. So they de- 
sired him to consider, that since it is God that 
turns the scales of war, there is great uncer 
; taiiity in the issue of battles, and that there- 
fore he ought not to expect the victory when 
: he should fight with his king, and him that 
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had supported him, and bestowed many bene- 
fits upon him, and had done nothing of it- 
self^ very severe to him ; for that his accusa- 
tion, which was derived from evil counsellors, 
and not from himself, had rather the suspi- 
cion of some severity, than any thing really 
severe in it. Herod was persuaded by these 
arguments, and believed that it was sufficient 
for his future hopes to have made a show of 
his strength before the nation, and done no 
more to it ; — and in this state were the affairs 
of Judea at this time. 


CHAPTER X. 

THE HONOURS THAT WERE PAID THE JEWS; AND 
THE LEAGUES THAT WERE MADE BY THE RO- 
MANS, AND OTHER NATIONS, WITH THEM. 

§ 1, Now when Caxiar was oouie to Rome, 
he w'as ready to sail into Africa to fight 
against Scipio and Cato, when Hyrcaiius 
sent ambassadors to him, and by them desired 
that ho would ratify that league of friendship 
and mutual alliance which was between them; 
and it. seems to me to be necessary here to 
give an account of all the honours that the 
Romans and their emperors paid to our na- 
tion, and of the leagues of mutual assistance 
they have made with it, that all the rest of 
ma\)kind may know what regard the kings of 
Asia and Europe have had to us, and that they 
have been abundantly satisfied of our courage 
and fidelity; for whereas many will not be-' 
lieve what balii been written about us by the 
Per'daiis and iMaccdonians, because those 
writings are not eve rywhere to be met with, 
nor do lie in public places, but among us our- 
selves, and certain other barbarous nations, 
while there is no con’radiction to be made a- 
gainst the decrees of the Romans, for they 
are laid up in the public places of the cities, 
and arc extant still In the capitol, and engraven 
upon pillars of brass ; nay, besides this, Ju- 
lius Csesar made a pillar of brass for the Jews 
ut Alexandria, and declared publicly that 
they were citizens of Alexandria. Out of 
these evidences wnll I demonstrate what I 
say ; and will now set down the decrees made 
both by the senate and by Juiius Ciesar, 
which relate to Hyreanus and to our nation. 

2. ** Caius Julius Caesar, imperator and 
high-priest, and dictator the second time, 
to the magistrates, senate, and people of Si- ! 
don, sendeth greeting. If you be in health, 
it is well, I also and the array are well. 

I have sent you a copy of that decree, regis- 
tered on the tables, which .'Concerns Hyrea- 
nus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest 
and ethnarch of the Jews, that it may be laid 
up among the public records ; and 1 will that 
It be openly proposed in table of brass, botlr 
in Greek and in Latin. It is as follows 
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I Julius Cassar, imperator the second time, 
and high-priest, have made this decree, with 
the approbation of the senate : Whereas Hyr- 
eanus, the son of Alexander the Jew, hath 
demonstrated hi? fidelity and diligence about 
our affairs, and this both now and in former 
times, both in peace and in war, as many of 
our generals have borne witness, and came to 
our assistance in the last Alexandrian war,* 
with fifteen hundred soldiers ; and when he 
was sent by me to Mithridates, showed him- 
self superior in valour to all the rest of that 
army; — for these reasons I will that Hyrca 
nus, the son of Alexander, and his children, 
be cthnarchs of the Jews, and have the high 
priesthood of the Jews for ever, according to 
the customs of their forefathers, and that he 
and his son be our confederates ; and that be- 
sides this, every one of them be reckoned a- 
mong our particular friends. I also ordain, 
that he and his children retain whatsoever pri- 
vileges belong to the office of high-priest, or 
whatsoever fiivours have been hitherto granted 
them ; and if at any time hereafter there arise 
any questions about the Jewish customs, 1 
will that he determine the same ; and 1 think 
it not proper tliat they should be obliged to 
find us winter quarters, or that any money 
should be required of them.’* 

3. “ The decrees of Caius Caesar, consul, 
containing what hath been granted and deter, 
mined, areas follow’ That Hyreanus and 
his children bear rule over the nation of the 
Jews, and have ‘the profits of the places to 

hem bequeathed ; and that he, as himself the 
jigh-priest and ethnarch of the Jews, defend 
those that are injured ; and that ambassadors 
be sent to Hyreanus, the son of Alexander 
the high-priest of the Jews, that may discourse 
with him about a league of friendship and 
mutual assistance ; and that*a table of brass, 
containing the premises, be openly proposed 
in the capital, and at Sidon, and Tyre, end 
Askelon, and in the temple, engraven in Ro- 
man and Greek letters : that this decree may 
also be communicated to the questors and 
prietors of the several cities, and to the friends 
of the Jews : and that the ambassadors may 
have presents made them, and that these de» 
crecs be sent everywhere.” 

4. ** Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator, con- 
sul, hath granted. That out of regard to the 
Ijonour, and virtue, and kindness of the man, 
;)iid fur the advantage of the senate, and of 
the people of Rome, Hyreanus, the son of 
.Alexander, both he and his children,l>e high- 
priests and priests of Jerusalem, and of the 
Jewish nation, by the same right, and accord- 
ing to the same laws, by which their progeni- 
tors have held the priesthood.” 

♦ That Hyreanns was himself In Egypt, along with 
A.nti\>ateT, at this bme, to whom acconfingly the Ix^d 
und prudent actions of hisdeputv Antipater are here as- 
cribed, as this deoroe of Julius Oaesar £up|K>sos, we are 
farther assured b\ the testimony <»f Strabo, alreadv pro- 
duced by Josephus, doip. viii, sect. 3. 
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5. ** Caius Caesar, consul the fifth time, 
hath decreed, That the Jews shall possess Je- 
rusalem, and may encompass that city wi*h 
walls; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alex- 
ander, the high-priest and ethnarch of the 
Jews, retain it, in the manner he himself 
pleases ; and the Jews be allowed to deduct 
out of their tribute, every second year the 
land is let [in the Sabbatic period], a corus of 
that tribute ; and that the tribute they pay be 
not let to farm, nor that they pay always the 
same tribute.*' 

6. “ Caius Caesar, imperator the second 
time, hath ordained, That all the country of 
the Jews, excepting Joppa, do pay a tribute 
yearly for the city Jerusalem, excepting the 
seventh, which they call the Sabbatical Year, 
because thereon they neither receive the fruits 
of their trocs, nor do they sow their land ; and 
that they pay their tribute in Sidon on the se- 
cond year [of that Sabbatic period], the fourth 
part of what w as sown : and besides this, they 
are to pay the same tithes to Hyrcanus and 
Ids sons, which they paid to their forefathers. 
And that no one, neither president, nor lieu- 
tenant, nor ambassador, raise auxiliaries with- 
in the bounds of Judea, nor may soldiers ex- 
act money of them for winter quarters, or un- 
der any other pretence, but that they be free 
from all sorts of injuries : and that whatsoever | 
they shall hereafter have, and are in possession 
of, or have bought^ they siiall retain them all. 
It is also our pleasure that the city Joppa, 
which the Jews had originally, when they 
made a league of friendship with the Romans, 
shall belong to them, as it formerly did; and 
that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his 
sons, have as tribute of that city, from those 
that occupy the land, for the country, and for 
w hat they export every year to Sidon, twenty 
thousand six hundred and seventy-five modii 
every year, the seventh year, which they call 
the Sabbatic Yeai, excepted ; whereon they 
neither plough, nor receive the product of 
their trees. It is also the pleasure of the se- 
nate, that as to the villages which are in the 
great plain, which Hyrcanus and his forefa- 
thers formerly possessed, Hyrcanus and the 
Jew's have them, with the same privileges 
with which they formerly bad them also; and 
that the same original ordinances remain still 
in force which concern the Jews with regard 
to their high-priests ; and that they enjoy the 
•ame benefits which they have had formerly 
by the concession of the people, and of the 
senate ; and let them enjoy the like privileges 
in I^ydda. It is the pleasure also of the se- 
nate, that Hyrcanus the ethnarch, and the 
Jews, retain those places, countries, and vil- 


tween single gladiators, and in those with 
beasts, they shall sit among the senators to 
see those shows ; and that when they desire 
an audience, they shall be introduced into the 
senate by the dictator, or by the general of the 
Imrse ; and when they have introduced them, 
their answers shall be returned them in ten 
days at the farthest, after the decree of the 
senate is made about their affairs.** 

7. ** Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator the 
fourth time, and consul the fifth, time, de- 
clared to be perpetual dictator, made this 
speech concerning the rights and privileges of 
Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high- 
priest and ethnarch of the Jews. Since those 
imperators* that have been in the provinces 
before me have borne w'itness to Hyrcanus, 
the high-priest of the Jews, and to the Jews 
themselves, and this before the senate and 
people of Rome, when the people and senate 
returned their thanks to them, it is good that 
we now also remember the same, and provide 
that a requital be made to Hyrcanus, to the 
nation of the Jews, and to the sons of Hyr- 
canus, by the senate and people of Rome, 
and that suitably to wliat good-will they have 
show n us, and to the benefits they have be- 
stowed upon us.** 

8. ** Julius Cains, prietor [consul] of 
R^me, to the magistiates, senate, and peo))Ie 
of the Parians, sendeth greeting. The Jews 
of Delos, and some other Jews that sojourn 
there, in the presence of your ambassadors 
signified to us, that, by a decree of yours, you 
forbid them to make use of the customs of 
their forefathers, and their way of sacred 
worship. Now' it does not please me that 
such decrees should be made against our 
friends and confederates, whereby they are 
forbidden to live according to their own cus- 
toms, or to bring in contributions for common 
suppers and holy festivals, while they are not 
forbidden so to do even at Rome itself; for 
even Caius Caesar, our imperator and consul, 
in that decree wherein he forbade the Bac- 
chanal rioters to meet in the city, did yet per 
init these Jews, and these only, both to bring 
in their contributions, and to make their 
common suppers. Accordingly, when I for- 
bid other Bacchanal rioters, 1 permit these 
Jews to gather then.selves together, accoid- 
ing to the customs and laws of their forefa- 
thers, and to persist therein. It will be 
therefore good for y^iUy^hat if you have 
made any decree against these our friends 
and confederates, to abrogate the same, by 
reason of their virtue, and kind disposition 
towards us.** 

9. Now after Caius W4» slain, when Mar- 


lages, which belonged to the kings of Syria 
and Phcenicia, the con f -derates of the Ilo- 
mai;^, and which they i,. d bestowed on them 
aa their free gifls. It is also granted to Hyr- 
canii<i, ai^ to his sons, and to the ambassa- 
dors by tkim aeni to us, that in the fights be-| 


• Dr. Hudson justly supposes, that the Roman Iw 
perstors, or generals of armies, meant toth here and 
secu *, who gave testimony to Hyreanus’s and 
iMthfulncss and good>will to Uie Romans hrfore W 
senate and people of Rome, were principally 
Sfsunw, and oSsblaius ; of alt whom *tt>*«P**“^ JifJJ, 
rMidy^ lven uathe e® dir as the 
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cus Antonius and Publius Dolabelia were 
consuls, they both assembled the senate, and 
introduced Hyrcanus’s ambassadors into it, 
and discoursed of what they desired, and tnade 
a league of friendship with them. Tije senate 
also decreed, to grant them all they desired. 

1 add the decree itself, that those who read 
the present work, may have ready by them a 
demonstration of the truth of what we say. 
The decree was this 

10. The decree of the senate, copied out 
of the treasury, fVom the public tables be- 
longing to the quasstors, when Quintus liii> 
tilius and Caius Cornelius were quawtors, and 
taken out of the second table of tlie first class, 
on the third day before the ides of April, in the 
temple of Concord. There were present at 
the writing of this decree, Lucius Calpurnius 
Piso, of the Menenian tribe, Servius Papi- 
nius Potitus of the Lemoniaii tribe, Caius 
Caninius liebilius of the Terentine tribe, 
Publius Tidetius, Lucius Apulinus, the son 
of Lucius, of the Scrgian tribe, Flavius, tlie 
son of Lucius, of the Lemonian tribe, Pub- 
lius Platius, the son of Publius, of the Papy- 
rian tribe, Marcus Acilius, the son of Mar- 
ius, of the Mecian tribe, Lucius Erucius, the 
son of Lucius, of the Stellatine tribe, Marcus 
Quintus Plancilliis, the son of Marcus, of 
the Pol Han tribe, and Publius Serius. Pub- 
lius Dulabellaand Marcus Antonius, the con- 
suls, made this reference to the senate, that 
as to tliose things which, by the decree of the 
senate, Caius Cassar had adjudged about the 
Jews, and yet had not hitherto that decree been 
)rought into the treasury, it is our will, as it 
's also the desire of Publius Dolabella and 
Marcus Antonius, our consuls, to have these 
decrees put into the public tables, and brougli 
to the city quaestors, that tiiey may take care 
to have them put upon the double tables. 
This was done before the fifth of the ides oi 
February, in the temple of Concord. Now 
the ambassadors from Hyreanus the high* 
priest were these Lysimachus, the son ol 
Pausantas, Alexander, the son of Theodorus, 
Patroclus, the son of Chereas, and Jonathan, 
the son of Onias.*' 

1 L Hyreanus sent also one of these am 
hassadors to Dolabella, who was tlieii the 
prefect of Asia, and desired him to dismiss 
the Jews from military services, and to pre- 
serve to them the customs of their forefathers^ 
and to permit them to live according to them. 
And when Dolabella had received Hyreanus^s 
letter, without any farther deliberation, he sent 
an epistle to all the Asiatics, and particularly 
to the city of the Ephesians, the metropolis 
of Asia, about the Jews ; a copy of which 
epistle her© follows ; — 

12. ** When Artemon was prytanis, on the 
first day of the month Leneon, Dolabella im- 
perator, to the senate and inagtstratea, and 
People of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting. 


Alexander, the son of Theodorus, the am- 
lassador of Hyreanus, the son of Alexander, 
tlie high-priest and ethnarch of the Jews, ap- 
peared before me, to show that his countrymen 
ould not go into their armies, (lecause they 
are not allowed to hear arms, or to travel on 
the Sabbath-days, nor there to procure them- 
selves those sorts of food which they have been 
used to eat from the times of their forefathers, 
—I do therefore grant them a freedom from 
going into the army, as the former prefects 
lave done, and permit them to use the customs 
f their forefathers, in assembling together for 
sacred and religious purposes, as their law re- 
quires, and for collecting oblations necessary 
for sacrifices ; and my will is, that you write 
bis to the several cities under your jurisdic- 
tion.** 

13. And these were the concessions that 
Dolabella made to our nation when Hyreanus 
sent an embassage to him ; but Lucius the 
consurs decree ran thus: — ** I have at my 
tribunal set these Jews, who are citizens of 
Rome, and follow the Jewish religious rites, 
and yet live at Ephesus, free from going into 
the army, on account of the superstition they 
are under. This was done before the twelfth 
of the calends of October, when Lucius Len- 
tulus and Caius Marcellus were consuls, it 
the presence of Titus Appiiis Balgus, the son 
of Titus, and lieutenant of the Horatian 
tribe ; of Titus Tongius, the son of Titus, of 
the Crustumine tribe ; of Quintus Resius, the 
son of Quintus ; of Titus Pompeius Longinus, 
the son of Titus ; of Cains Servilius, the son 
of Caius, of the Terentine tribe ; of Bracchus 
the military tribune ; of Publius Lucius Cal- 
lus, the son of Publius, of the Veturian tribe , 
of Caius Sentius, the son of Caius, of the 
Sabbatine tribe ; of Titus Atilius Bulbus, the 
son of Titus, lieutenant and vice-pretor to the 
magistrates, sepaie, and people of the Ephe- 
sians, sendeth greeting. Lucius Lentulus the 
consul freed the Jews that are in Asia from 
going into the armies, at my intercession for 
^ein ; and w hen 1 bad made the same peti- 
tion some time afterward to Phanius the im- 
perator, and to Lucius Antonius tiie vice- 
qussstor, I obtained the privilege of them 
also ; and my will is, that you take care that 
no one give them any disturbance.** 

H. The decree of tlie Delians. “ The an- 
swer of the pretors, when Beotus was archon, 
on the twentieth day of the month Tharge- 
Icon. While Marcus Piso the lieutenant liw. 
ed in our city, who was also appointed over 
the choice of the soldiers, he called us, and 
many other of the citizens, and gave order, 
that if there be here any Jews who are Ro- 
man citizens, no one is to give them any dis- 
turbance about going into the army, becauie 
Cornelius Lentulus, the consul, freed the 
Jew's from going into the army, on account 
of the luperstiton they are under,— you 
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therefore obliged to submit to the pretor;** 
-—and the like decree was made by the Sar- 
dians about us also. 

15. “ Caius Phanius, the son of Caius, im- 
perator and consul, to the magistrates of Cos, 
«endeth greeting. I would have you know 
that the ambassadors of the Jews have been 
with me, and desired they might have those 
decrees which the senate had made about 
them ; which decrees are here subjoined. 
My will is, that you have a regard to and 
take care of these men, according to the se- 
nate’s decree, tliat they may be safely convey- 
ed home through your country.” 

16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus 
the consul : — “ 1 have dismissed those Jews 
who are Roman citizens, and who appear to 
me to have their religions rites, and to ob- 
serve the laws of the Jews at Ephesus, on ac- 
count of the superstition they are under. 
This act was done before tlie thirteenth of the 
calends of October.” 

17. “ Lucius Autonius, the son of Marcus, 
vice-«pja;stor, and vice-pretor, to the magis- 
trates, senate, and peojile of the Sardians., send- 
Bth greeting. 'I'hose Jews that are onr fel- 
lovv-cilizcns of Home, came to me, and de- 
monstrated that they had an :i>*'cmbly of their 
own, according to the laws of their forefathers, 
and this from the heginning, as also a place 
of their own, wherein they determined their 
suits and controversies with one another. 
Upon their petition therefore to me, that 
these might be lawful for them, I give order 
that these their privileges be preservetl, and 
tliey he permitted to do accordingly.” 

18. The declaration of Marcus Publius, 
the son of Spurius, and of ^Marcus, the son of 
Marcus, and of Lucius, the son of Publius: 
— “ We went to the proconsul, and informed 
him of w'hat Dositheus, the son of Cleojiatrida 
of Alexandria, desiied, that, if he thought 
good, he w'ould dismiss those Jews who were 
Roman citizens, and were wont to observe 
the rites of the Jewish religion, on account 
of the superstition they were under. Ac- 
cordingly he did dismiss them. This was 
done before the thirteenth of the calends of 
October. ” 

J9. ‘Mn the month Quintilis, when Luci- 
us Lentulus and Caius Marcellus were con- | 
Buls ; and there were present Titus Ajrpius 
Balbus, the son of Titus, lieutenant of the 
Iloratian tribe, Titus 'Ibngius of the Crus- 
tuminc tribe, Quintus Resius, the son of Quin- 
tus, Titus Pon)pcius, the son of Titu.s Cor- 
nelius Longinus, Caius Servilius Rracchus, ; 
the son of Caius, a military tribune, of the I 
Terentine tribe, Publius Clusius Callus, the' 
son of Publius, of tlie Veturian tiibc, Caius 
Teutius, the son ol ‘Caius, a military tribune, 
of the Emilian tribe, o*.: ■ i Atilius Serranus, 
the son of Sextus, of the Ksquiline tribe, 
Caius Pompeiiis, the son of Caius, of the Sab- 
batine trlbi^ ^'itus ^ pjdus Menander, the son j 


OF THE JEWS. nooK xiv 

of Titus, Publius Servilius Strabo, the son of 
Publius, Lucius Paccius Capito, the son of 
Lucius, of the Collinc tribe, Aulus Furius 
Tertius, the son of Aulus, and Appius Me- 
nas. In the presence of these it was that 
Lentulus pronounced this decree: I have be- 
fore the tribunal dismissed those Jew's that 
are Roman citizens, and arc accustomed to 
observe the sacred rites of the Jews at Ephe- 
sus, on account of the superstition they arc 
under.” 

20. The magistrates of the Laodiceans 
to Caius Rubilius, the son of Caius, the con- 
sul, sendeth greeting. Sopator, the ambassa- 
dor of Hyreanus the high-priest, hath delivered 
us an epistle from thee, whereby he lets us 
know that certain ambassadors were come 
from Hyreanus, the high-priest of the Jews 
and brought an ei)istle written concerning 
their nation, wherein tliey desire that the 
Jews may be allowed to observe their Sab- 
baths and other sacred rites, according to tlie 
law's of their forefathers, and that they may 
be under no coniinand, because they are onr 
friends and confeilerates • and that nobody 
may injure them in om provinces. Now al- 
though the 'IVallians there present contratlict- 
ed them, and were not pleased with these de- 
crees, yet didst tliou give order that thev 
should be observed, and informed us that 
thou hadst been desired to w-rite this to ns 
about them. We therefore, in obedience lo 
the injunctions we have received from thee, 
have received the epistle which thou sentest 
us, and have laid it up by itself among our 
public records; and as lo the other things 
about which thou didst send to us, we will 
take care that no complaint be made agaim t 
us.” 

21. “ Publius Servilius, the sou of Publius 
of the Galban tribe, the proconsul, to the ma- 
gistrates, senate, anrl peojiieofthc Milesian-, 

ndeth greeting. Prytanes, the sou of Her- 
mes, a citizen of yours, came to me when 1 
was at IValles, and held a court tlrere, and 
informed me that you used the Jews in a way 
difleient from my opinion, and forbade tliein 
to celebrate their Sabbaths, and to perform tiic 
sacred rites received from their forefathers, 
lid to manage the fruits of the earth accord- 
ing to their ancient custom ; and that he had 
himself been the promulger of your decree, 
according as your laws require; I would 
therefore have you know,vitbat upon hearing 
the pleadings on both sides, I gave sentence 
tliat the Jews should not be prohibited to 
make use of their own customs.* 

22. The decree of those of Pergamus ' 

When Cratippus w'as prytanis, on the fiist 

day of the month Desius, the decree of the 
pretors was this ; Since the Romans, follow- 
ing the conduct of their ancestors, undertake 
dangers for the common safety of all man- 
kind, and arc ambitious to settle tlieir cmile- 
derates and friends in happiness, and in 
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peace, and since the nation of the Jews, and 
their high-priest Hyrcanus, sent as ambassa- 
dors to them, Strato, the son of Theodatus, 
and Apollonius, the son of Alexander, and 
Eneas, the son of Antipater, and Aristobulus, 
the son of Amyntas, and Sosipater, the son of 
Philip, worthy and good men, who gave a 
l^rticular account of their affairs, the senate 
thereupon made a decree about what they had 
desired of them, ^lat Antiochusthc king, the 
son of Antiochus, sliould do no injury to the 
Jews, the confederates of the Romans ; and 
that the fortresses and the havens, and the 
country, and whatsoever else he had taken 
from them, should be restored to them ; and 
that it may be lawful for them to export their 
goods out of their own havens ; and that no 
king nor people may have leave to export any 
goods, either out of the country of Judea, or 
out of their havens, without paying customs, 
but only Ptolemy, tlie king of Alexandria, 
because he is our confederate and friend ; and 
that, according to their desire, the garrison 
that is in Joppa may be ejected. Now Lu- 
cius Pettius, one of our senators, a worthy 
and good man, gave order that we sliould 
take care that these things should be done 
according to the senate’s decree ; and that we 
should take care also that their ambassadors 
might return home in safety. Accordingly 
w'c admitted Theodorns into our senate and 
assembly, and took the epistle out of his hands, 
as well as the decree of the senate; and as be 
discoursed with great zeal about the Jews, ami 
describetl Ilyrcanus’s virtue and generosity, 
and how he 'vas a benefactor to all men in 
common, and particularly to every body that 
comes to him, we laid up the epistle in our 
public records ; and made a decree ourselves, 
that since we also are in confederacy with the 
Romans, we wuuld do every thing we could 
for the Jew's, according to the senate’s decree. 
Theodorns also, wlio brought the epistle, de- 
sired of our pretors, that they would send 
Hyrcanus a copy of that decree, as also am- 
bassadors to signify to him the affection of 
our people to him, and to exhort them to 
preserve and augment their friendship for us, 
and be ready to bestow other benefits upon 
us, as justly expecting to receive proper re- 
quitals from us ; and desiring thenn to remem- 
ber that our ancestors • w'ere friendly to the 

* We have here a most remarkable and authentic 
attestation of the citfeens of I’ergainus. that Abraham 
was the father of all the Hebrews; that their own an- 
cestors were, in the oldest times, the friends of those 
Hebrews; and that the public acts of their city, then 
extant, conflnnetl the same; which evidence is too 
strong to be evaded by our present ignorance of the {lar- 
liuidar occasion of such ancient friendship and alliance 
between those people. Sec the like full (;videncc of the 
kindred of the l.aecdemoiiians jind the Jews; and that 
because they were both the jMJsterlty of Abraham, by a 
public epistle of those people to tne Jews, preserved in 
the first hook of the Maccaoces, xil, 1 0 — 23, and thence 
by Josephus, Antiq. b. xii, ch. iv, sect. 10; botli which 
authentic records are highly valuable. It is also well 
worthy of observation, what Moses Chorenensis, the 
principal Armenian historian, informs us of, p. 83, that 
Arsaces who raised the Parthian empire, was of the sect 


Jews, even in the days of Abraham, who w'as 
the father of all the Hebrews, as we have 
[also] found it set down in our public re- 
cords.” 

23. The decree of those of Halicarnassus. 

** When Memnon, the son of Orestidas by 
descent, but by adoption of Euonymus, was 
priest, on the day of the month Ariste- 
rion, the decree of the people, upon tlie re- 
presentation of Marcus Alexander, was this : 
Since we have ever a great regard to piety to- 
wards God, and to holiness ; and since we 
aim to follow the people of the Romans, who 
are the benefactors of all men, and w hat they 
have written to us about a league of friend- 
ship and mutual assistance between the Jews 
and our city, and that their sacred offices and 
accustomed festivals and assemblies may be 
observed by them ; we have decreed, that as 
many men and women of the Jews as are 
willing so to do, may celebrate their Sab 
baths, and perform their holy offices, accord- 
ing to the Jewish laws ; and may make their 
proseuclia? at the sea-side, according to the 
customs of their forefathers ; and if any one, 
whether he be a magistrate or a private per- 
son, hindereth them from so doing, he shall 
be liable to a fine, to be applied to the uses 
of the city.” 

24. The decree of the Sardians. “ This 
decree was made by the senate and people, 
upon the representation of the pretors ; — 
Whereas those Jews who are our fellow-citi- 
zens, and live with us in this city, have ever 
had great benefits heaped upon them by the 
people, and have come now' into the senate, 
and desired of the people, that upon the resti- 
tution of their law and their liberty, by the 
senate and people of Rome, they may assem- 
ble together, according to their ancient legal 
custom, and that we will not bring any suit 
against them about it ; and that a place may 
be given them where they may have their con- 
gregations, with their wives and children, and 
may offer, as did their forefathers, their pray- 
ers and sacrifices to God. Now the senate 
nod people have decreed to permit them to 
assemble together on the days formerly ap- 
pointed, and to act according to their own 
laws ; and that such a place be set apart for 
them by the pretors, for the building and in- 
habiting the same, as they shall esteem fit for 
that purpose : and that those that take care of 
the provisions for the city, shall take care that 
such sorts of food an they esteem fit for their 
eating, may be imported into the city. ’ 

25. The decree of the Ephesians. “ 'When 
Mcnophilus was prytanis, on the first day of 
the month Artemisius, this decree was made 
by the people ; — Nicanor, the son of Eupho- 
inus, pronounced it, updh the representation 
of the pretors. Since the Jews that dwell 

of Abraham by Keturah ; and that thereby was aoeoin> 
plished that p^ieUon which said, ** Kings of nattoM 
shall proceed ftoin thet%* Gen. 
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in this city have petitioned Marcus Julius 
Pompcius, the son of Brutus, the proconsul, 
that they might be allowed to observe their 
Sabbaths, and to act In all things according 
to the customs of their forefathers, without 
impediment from any body, the pretor hath 
granted their petition. Accordingly, it was 
decreed by the senate and people, that in this 
affair that concerned the liotnans, no one of { 
them should be hindered from keeping the 
Sabbath-day, nor be fined for so doing; but 
that they may be allowed to do all things ac- 
cording to their ow'n laws.’* 

26. Now there are many such decrees of j 
the senate and imperators of the Romans, “ 
and those ditlercnt from these before us, which 
have been made in favour of Hyreanus, and 
of our nation ; as also, there have been more 
decrees of the cities, and rescripts of the pre- 
tors to such epistles as concerned our rights 
and privileges : and certainly such as are not 
ill-disposed to what we w’rite, may believe that 
they are all to this purpose, and that by the 
specimens which wc have inserted ; for since 
we have produced evident marks that may still 
be seen, of the friendship we have had w ith 
the Romans, and demonstrated that those 
marks are engraven upon columns and tables 
vf brass in the capitol, ll'.at are still in being, 
and preserved to this day, wc have omitted to 
set them all down, as needless and disagree- 
able ; for I cannot suppose any one so per- 
verse as not to believe the friendship we have 
had with the Romans, while they have demon- 
strated the same by such a great number of 
their decrees relating to us; nor will they 
doubt of our fidelity as to the rest of these 
decrees, since we have shown the same in 
those we have produced. And thus have wc 
sufficiently explained that friendship and con. 
federacy we at those times had with the Ro- 

♦ If we comijare Josephus’s promise in sect, t, topro> 
duce all the public decrees of the Homans in favour of 
the Jews, with his excuse here for omitting many of 
them, we may observe, that when he came to transcribe 
ail those decrees he had eoliccted, he found them so nu- 
;nen>us that he thought he should too much tire his read- 
ers if he had attempted it, which he thought a sutticient 
apology for his omitting the rest of them ; yet do those 
by him \>roduced afford such a strong confirmation to 
his history, and give such great light to even the Homan 
antiouitics thenvselves, that 1 believe the ciirious are not 
a little sorry for such his omissions. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

HOW MARCUS t SUCCEEDED SEXTUS WHEN HE 
HAD BEEN SLAIN BY BASSUS’S TREACHERY ; 
AND HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF C.^SAR, 
CASSIUS CAME INTO SYRIA, AND DISTRESSED 
JUDEA ; AS ALSO, HOW MALICHUS SLEW AN- 
TIPATER, AND WAS HIMSSLF SLAIN BY HE- 
ROD. 

§ 1. Now it SO fell out, that about this very 
time the affairs of Syria were in great disor- 
der, and this on the occasion following : Ce- 
dlius Bassus, one of Pompey’s party, laid a 
treacherous design against Sextus Caesar, and 
slew him, and then took his army, and got 
the management of public affairs into his own 
hand ; so there arose* a great war about Apa- 
mia, while Cajsar’s generals came against him 
with an army of horsemen and footmen ; to 
these Antipater sent also succours, and his 
sons witli them, as calling to mind the kind 
nesses they had received from Ca*sar, and on 
that account ho thought it but just to require 
punishment for him, and to take vengeance 
on the man that had murdered him. And 
as the war w’as drawn out into a great lengtli, 
Marcus came from Rome to take Sextus's 
government upon him : but Caesar was slain 
by Cassius and Brutus in the senate-house, 
after ho bad retained the government three 
years and six months. This fact, however, 
is related elsew here, 

2. As the war that arose upon the death 
of Caisar was now begun, and the principal 
men wer* all gone, some one way, and some 
another, to raise armies, Cassius came from 
Rome into Syria, in order to receive the 
[army that lay in the] camp at Apamia ; and 
having raised the siege, he brought over both 
Bassus and Marcus to his party. He then 
went over the cities, and got together wea- 
pons and soldiers, and laid great taxes upon 
those cities; and he chiefly oppressed Judea, 
and exacted of it seven hundred talents : but 
Antipatcr, when he saw the state to be in so 
great consternation and disorder, he divided 
the collection of that sum, and appointed his 
sons to gather it ; and so that part of it was 
to be exacted by Malichits, who was ill-dis- 
posed to him, and part by others. And be- 
cause Herod did exact whftt is required of 
him from Galilee before others, he was in the 
greatest favour with Cassius; for he thought 
it a part of prudence to cultivate a friendship 
with the Romans, and to gain their good-will 
at the expense of others; whereas the cura^ 
tors of the other cities, with their citixen^ 
were sold for slaves; and Cassius reduced 

t For Marcus, this president of Syria, sent as 
sor to Sextus Caesar, the Roman historiang require us to 
read * Murcu^ in Josephus, and this perortunUv, bom 
in these Antiquities and In hts History or the wart* as 
the learned generally ai|iW. 
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Jour cities into a state of slavery, the two most 
potent of whicli were Goplina and Emmaus; 
and, besides these, Lydia and Thamna. Nay, 
Cassius was so very angry at Malichus, that 
he had killed him (for he assaulted him) had 
not Hyreanus, by flie means of Antipater, 
sent him an hundred talents of his own, and 
thereby pacified his anger against him. 

3. Hut after Cassius was gone out of Ju- 
dea, Malichus laid snares for Antipater, as 
thinking that his death would be the preser- 
vation of TTyreanus's government; but bis 
design was not unknown to Antipater, which, 
when ho perceived, he retired beyond Jordan, 
and got together an army, partly of Arabs, 
and partly of his own countrymen. How- 
ever, Malichus being one of great cunning, 
denied that he had laid any snares for him, 
and made his defence with an oath, both to 
himself and his sons ; and said that w'hilc 
Fhasaelus had a garrison in Jerusalem, and 
Herod liad the weapons of war in his custody, 
he could never have thought of any such 
thing. So Aiilipater, perceiving the distress 
that Maliclius was in, was reconciled to him, 
and made an agreement with him : this was 
when IMarcus was president of Elyria; w'ho 
yet perceiving that this Malichus was mak- 
ing a disturbance in Judea, proceeded so 
far that he had almost killed him ; but stif 
at the intercession of Antipater, he saved 
him. 

4. However, Autipater little thought that 

by saving Malichus, he had saved his own 
muderer: for now Cassius and Marcus had 
got together an army, and intrusted the entire 
care of it with Herod, and matle him general 
of the forces of Celesyria, and gave him a fleet 
of ships, and an army of horsemen and foot 
men ; and promised him, that after the war 
was over they would make him king of Judea ; 
for a war was already b gun betwecJi Antony 
and the younger Caesar ; but as Malichus wa; 
most afraid of Antipater, he took him out of 
the way ; and by the olfer of money, persuad- 
ed the butler of Hyreanus, with whom they 
were both to feast, to kill him by poison. This 
being done, and he having armed men wdth 
him, settled the allairs of the city. But when 
Aniipater’s sons, Herod and Phasaelus, were 
accquaintcd with this conspiracy against their 
father, and had indignation at it, Malichus 
denied all, and utterly renounced any kiiow^. 
ledge of the murdir. And thus died Aiuipa- 

ter, a man that had distinguished himself for 
piety and justice, and love to his country. 
And whereas one of hfs sons, Herod, resolved 
immediately to revenge their father’s death, 
and was coming upon Malichus with an army 
for that purpose, the elder of his sons, Pha- 
saelus, thought it best rather to get this man 
into their hands by policy, lest they should 
appear to begin a civil war in the country ; 
so he accept^ of Malichus’s defence for him- 
»elfi and pretended to believe him, that he had 


had no hand in the violent death of Antipater 
his father, but erected a fine monument fc»r 
him. Herod also went to Samaria : and when 
he found them in great distress, he revived 
their spirits, and composed their differences. 

5. However, a little after this, Herod, 
upon the approach of a festival, came with his 
soldiers into the citv ; whereupon Malichus 
was aflrighted, and persuaded Hyreanus not 
to permit him to come into the city. Hyr- 
eanus complied ; and, for a pretence of exclud- 
ing him, alleged, that a rout of strangers ought 
not to be admitted while the multitude were 
purifying themselves. But Herod had little 
regard to the messengers that were sent to him, 
and entered the city in the night-time, and 
affrighted Malichus, yet did he remit nothing 

>f his former dissimulation, but wept for Anti- 
pater, and bewailed him as a friend of his, 
with a loud voice ; but Herod and his friends 
[bought it proper not openly to contradict 
Malichus’s hypocrisy, but to give him tokens 
of mutual friendship, in order to prevent his 
suspicion of them. 

6. However, Herod sent to Cassius, and 
informed him of the murder of his father ; who 
know’ing what sort of man Malichus was as 
to his morals, sent him back word, that he 
should revenge his father's death ; and alsc 
sent privately to the commanders of his army 
at Tyre, with orders to assist Herod in the 
execution of a very just design of his. Now 
when Cassius had taken Laodicea, they all 
went together to him, and carried him gar 
lands and money : and Herod thought that 
Malichus might be punished while be was 
there ; hut he was somewhat apprehensive of 
the thing, and designed to make some great 
attempt, and because his son was then an hos- 
tage at Tyre, he went to that city, and resolv- 
ed to steal him away privately, and to marcli 
thence into Judea; and as Cassius was in 
haste to march against Antony, he tlTought to 
bring the country to revolt, and to procure 
the government for himself. But providence 
opposed his counsels; and Herod being a 
shrewd man, and perceiving what his inten 
tion was, he sent thither beforehand a ser- 
vant, in appearance indeed to get a supper 
ready, fur he hail said before, that he would 
feast them all there, but in reality to the com- 
manders of the army, whom he persuaded to 
go out against Malichus, with their daggers. 
So they went out and met the man near the 
city, upon the sea-shorc, and there stabbed him. 
Whereupon Hyreanus was so astonished at 
what had happened, that his speech failed 
him ; and when, after some difficulty, he had 
recovered himself, he asked Herod what tlie 
matter could be, and who it was that slew 
Malichus : and when he said that it was done 
by the commanvl of Cassius, he commendetl 
the action; for that Malichus was a very 
wicked man, and one that conspired against 
his own country. And this was the puoiih 
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inent that was inflicted on Malichus for wiiat 
he wickedly did to Antipater. 

7. But w'hen Cassius was marched out of 
Syria, disturbances arose in Judea ; for Felix, 
who was left at Jerusalem with an army, 
made a sudden attempt against Phasaelus, and 
the people themselves rose in arms ; but lie- 
rod went to Fabius, tiie prefect of Damascus, 
and was desirous to run to his brother’s assist- 
ance, but was hindered by a distemper that 
seized upon him, till Phasaelus by himself had 
oeen too hard for Felix, and liad shut him up 
in the tower, and there, on certain conditions, 
dismissed him. l^iasaelus also complained of 
Hyreanus, that although he had received a 
great many benefits from them, yet did he 
support their enemies ; for Malichus’s bro- 
ther had made many places to revolt, and kept 
garrisons in them, and particularly Masada, 
the strongest fortress of them all. In the 
mean time, Herod was recovered of his dis- 
ease, and came and took from Felix all the 
places lie had gotten ; and, upon certain con- 
rlitions, dismissed him also. • 


CHAPTER KII. 

HKROD EJECTS ANTIGONUS, THE SON OF ARtS- 
TORCLUS, OUT OF JUDEA, AND GAINS THE 
FRIENDSIIIP OF ANTONY, WHO WAS NOW 
COME INTO SYRIA, JJY SENDING HIM MUCH 
MONEY j ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE WOULD NOT 
ADMIT OF THOSE THAT WOULD HAVE AC- 
CUSED HEROD: AND WHAT IT WAS THAT 
ANTONY WROTE TO THE TYRIANS IN BE- 
HALF OF THE JEWS. 

§ 1. Now* Ptolemy, the son of Meiiiieus, 
brought back into Judea, Antigonus, the son 
of Aristobulus, who liad already raised an ar- 
my, and had, by money, made Fabius to be 
his friend, and this because he was of kin to 
him. Marion also gave liiin assistance. He 
had been left by Cassius to tyrannize over 
Tyre ; for this Cassius was a man tliat seized 
on Syria, and then kept it under, in the w'ay 
of a tyrant. Marion also marched into Ga- 
lilee, which lay in his neiglibourhood, and 
took three of its fortresses, and put garrisons 
into them to keep tlicin. But when Herod 
came, he took all from him ; hut the J yrian 
garrison he dismissed in a very civil manner ; 

* In this and the following chapters the reader will 
cjasily remark, how trnlv fironovins ob^TVi.'s, in his 
riotei on the Homan decrees ui tu. our of the Jews, that 
their rights and nrivilegt**: were commonly purehusedof 
the Homans with money, Many examples of tliis sort, 
both as to the Romans and others in uiiihoriiv, vill r- 
cur in our Josephus, both now and hereafter,’ and need 
not be taken particular notl ^ r ,.n the several wea* 
sions in these notes. Aceorelmgj, , chief <-aptain con- 

fesses to SL Paul, that, * with -a' great ».um he Iwid ol)- 
tainedhis freedran’ (Acts xxii, yt-;; had St. Paul's 
ancestors, \cnr probably, pureJm-id the Eke freedom 
for their fatmfy by mone^' as the same author Justly 
coneiMflet alia 
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nay, to some of the soldiers he made presents 
out of the good-will he bare to that city. 
When he had dispatched these aflkirs, and 
was gone to meet Antigonus, he joined bat- 
tle with him, and beat him, and drove him 
out of Judea prcsentlyf when he was just 
come into its borders ; hut when he W'as come 
to Jerusalem, Hyreanus and the people put 
garlands about his head ; for he had already 
contracted an affinity with the family of Hyr- 
canus by having espoused a descendant of his, 
and for that reason Herod took the greater 
care of him, as being to marry the daughter 
of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, and 
the grand -daughter of Hyreanus ; by which 
wife he became the father of three male and 
tw’O female children. He had also married 
before this another wife, out of a low er fami- 
ly of his own nation, w hose name was Doris, 
by whom he had his eldest son Antipater. 

2. Now Antonius and Ca’sar had beaten 
Cassius near Philippi, as others have related*, 
but after the victory, Ccesar went into Gaul 
[lialy], and Antony marched for Asia, win' 
when he was arrived at Bithynia, he had am- 
bassadors that met him from all parts. The 
principal men also of the Jews came thither, 
to accuse Phasaelus and Herod, and they said 
that Hyreanus had imh'cd the appearance oi 
reigning, but that these men had all llie 
power ; but Antony ])aid great respect to 
Herod, who was come to him to make his 
defence against his accusers, on which ac- 
count his adversaries could not so much as 
obtain a hearing; which favour Herod had 
gained of Antony l>y money ; but still, when 
Antony was come to Ephesus, Hyreanus, 
the high-priest, and our nation, sent an 
bassage to him, which carried a crown of gold 
with them, and desired that he would write 
to the governors of the provinces, to set those 
Jews free who had been cariied captive bv 
Cassius, and this without their having fought 
against him, and to restore them that coun- 
try wliich, in the days of Cassius, had been 
taken from them. Antony thought the Jews’ 
desires were just, and wrote immediately to 
Hyreanus, and to the Jews. He also sent, 
at the same time, a decree to the Tyrians; 
the contents of wdiich were to the same pur- 
pose. 

3. “ Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hjr- 
cantis the high-priest and»ethnarch of the 
Jews, sendeth greeting. I| you be in health, 
it is well ; I am also in health, with the army. 
l..ysimachus, the son of Pausanias, and Jose- 
phus, the son of Menneus, and Alexander, 
the son of 'I'heodorus, your ambassadors, met 
me at Ephesus, and have renovved the embas- 
lage which they had formerly been upon at 
Rome, and have diligently acquitted them- 
selves of the present embassage, which thou 
and thy nation have intrusted to them, and 
have fully declared the good-will thou bast 
for us. I am tlierefore satisfied, both by 
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youi* actions and your words, that you are 
well-disposed to us ; and 1 understand that 
your conductor life is constant and religious; 
so I reckon you as our own ; but when those 
that were adversaries to you, and to the Ho- 
man people, abstained neither from cities nor 
temples, and did not observe the agreement 
they had confirmed by oath, it was not only 
on account of our contest with them, but on 
account of all mankind in common, that we 
have taken vengeance on those who have l>cen 
the authors of great injustice tow'ards men, 
and of great wickedness towards the gods; 
for the sake of which w-e suppose that it was j 
that the sun turned away his light from us,^ 
as unwilling to view the horrid crime they 
were guilty of in the case of Cajsar. We 
have also overcome their conspiracies, which 
threatened the gods themselves, which Mace- 
donia received, as it is a climate peculiarlv 
proper for impious aud insolent atteniiils ; 
and w'c have overcome that confused rout of 
men, half mad w'ith spile against us, which 
they got together at Philippi, in Macedonia, 
when they seized on the places that were pro- 
per for their purpose, and, as it were, walled 
them round with mountains to the very sea, 
ai>d where the passage was open only through 
a single gate. This victory we gained, be- 
cause ih.e gods had coudemned those men for 
their wicked enterprises. Now Brutus, when 
he had lied as far as Pliilippi, was shut up by 
us, and became a partaker of the same perdi- 
tion with Passius; and now these have re- 
ceived their punishment, we suppose that we 
may enjoy peae for ihe time to come, and 
that Asia may be at rest from war. We 
therefore make that ice wdiich God hath 
given us common to our confederates also, in- 
somuch that the body of Asia is now' reco- 
vered out of that iiistemper it w'as under by 
means of our victory. I, therefore, bearing 
in mind both thee and your nation, shall take 
care of what may be for your advantage. 1 
have also sent epistles in writing to the seve- 
ral cities, that if any persons, whetlier free- 
men or bondmen, have been sold under the 
spear by Cuius Cassius or his subordinate 
otlicers, they may be set free ; aud I wdll 
that you kindly make use of the favours 
w'hich 1 and Dolabella have granted you. I 
also forbid the Tyrians to use any violence 
with you ; and for what places of the Jews 
they now possess I order them to restore 
them. I have withal accepted of the crown 
which thou seiitest me.” 

4. “ Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the 
magistrates, senate, and people of '! yre, send- 
etli greeting. The ambassadors of Ilyrcaiiiis, 

* This clause plainly alludes to that well-known but 
unusual and ver', darkness of the sun, which hap- 
pened upon the raurder of Julius by Brutus aud 

tassius; which is greatly taken of by Virgil, 

rhiiy, and other Roman authors. See Virgirs Geor- 
8’cs, i^k i, just before the clul ; and Pliny’s Nat. Hist, 
wwk n, ch. XXX. 


the high-priest and ethnarch [of the Jews]* 
appeared before me at Ephesus, and told me 
that you are in possession of part of their 
country, which you entered upon under the 
government of our adversaries. Since, there- 
fore, we have undertaken a war for the ob- 
taining the government, and have taken care 
to do what was agreeable to piety and justice, 
and Imve brought to punishment those that 
had neither any remembrance of the kindness 
they had received, nor have kept their oaths, 

I will that you be at peace with those that 
are our confederates ; as also, that what you 
have taken by the means of our adversaries 
shall not be reckoned your own, but be re- 
turned to those from wdioin yon took them ; 
for none of them took their provinces or their 
armies by the gift of the senate, but they 
seized them by force, and bestowed them by 
violence upon such as became useful to them 
their unjust proceeilings. Since, there- 
fore, those men have received the punishment 
d-iie to them, we desire that our confederates 
^^taiii whatsoever it was that they for- 
merly posse5;sed without disturbance, and that 
you restore all the places which belong to 
Ilyrcanus, the ethnarch of the Jews, w’hich 
you have had, though it were but one day 
before Caius Cassius began an unjustifiable 
war against us, and cnieved into our pro- 
vince ; nor do you use any force against him, 
in order to weaken him, that ho may not bo 
able to dispose of tliat which is his own ; but 
if you have any contest with him about your 
respective rights, it shall bo lawful for you to 
plead your cause when we come upon the 
places concerned, for we shall alike preserve 
the rights, and hear all the causes, of our 
confederates.” 

5. “ Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the 
magistrates, senate, and people of Tyre, send- 
eth greeting. I have sent you my decree, of 
which 1 w ill that ye take care that it be en- 
graven on the public tables, in Homan and 
Greek letters, and that it stand engraven in 
the most illustrious places, that it may be 
read by all, JMarcus Antonius, imperator, 
one of the triumvirate over the public affairs, 
made Ibis declaration : — Since Caius Cassius, 
in this revolt he bath made, hath pillaged 
that province which belonged not to him, and 
was held by garrisons there encamped, while 
tliey were our confederates, and hath spoiled 
that nation of the Jew-: which was in friend* 
ship with the Homan people, as in war ; aud 
since we have overcome his madness by arms, 
we now correct, by our decrees and judicial 
determinations, what he hath laid waste, that 
those things may be restored to our confede- 
rates ; and as for what hath been sold of the 
Jewish possessions, whether they be bodies or 
possessions, let them be released ; the bodies 
into that state of freedom they were origi- 
nally in, and the possessions to their former 
owners. I also will, that he w'ho shall not 
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comply with this decree of mine, shall be pu« 
nisbed for his disobedience ; and if such a 
one be caught, I >^'iU take care that the of- 
fenders suffer condign punishment.*' 

6. The same thing did Antony write to 
the Sidonians, and the Antiochians, and the 
Aradians. We have produced these decrees, 
therefore, as marks for futurity of the truth 
of what we have said, that the Romans had a 
great concern about our nation. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

HOW ANTONY MADE HEROD AND PHASAELUS 
TETRAROHS, AFFER THEY HAD BEEN ACCUS- 
ED TO NO PURPOSE; AND HOW THE PAR- 
THfANS, WHEN THEY BROUGHT ANTIGONUS 
INTO JUDEA, TOOK HYRCANUS AND PHASAE- 

1. US CAPTIVES. HEROO's FLIGHT ; AND WHAT 
AFFLICTIONS HYRCANUS AND PHASAELUS EN- 
DURED. 

§. 1. When after this, Antony came into Sy- 
ria, Cleopatra met him in Cilicia, and brought 
him to fall in love with her. And there caire 
now also a hundred of the most potent of the 
Jews to accuse Herod and those about him, and 
set the men of the greatest elo(]uence among 
them to speak. But Messala contradicted 
them, on behalf of the young men, and all this 
in tile presence of Hyreanus, who was He* 
rod’s father-in-law ♦ already. When Antony 
Iiad heard both sides at Daphne, he asked 
Hyreanus who they w'cre that governed the 
nation best f He replied, Herod and his 
friends. Hereupon Antony, by reason of the 
old hospitable friendship he had made with 
his father [Antipater], at that time when he 
was with GabiniuK, he made both Herod and 
Phasaelus tetrarchs, and committed the pub- 
lic atfairs of the Jews to them, and wTOte let- 
ters to that purpose. He also bound fifteen 
of their adversaries, and was going to kill 
them, but that Herod obtained tiieir pardon. 

2. Yet did not these men continue quiet 
when they were come back, but a thousand of 
the Jews came to Tyre to meet him there, 
whither Hie report was that he would come. 
But Antony was corrupted by the money 
which Herod and his brother had given him ; 
and so he gave order to the governor of the 
place to punish the Jewish ambassadors, who 
were for making innovations, ind to settle the 
government upon Herod ; but Herod went 
out hastily to them, and Hyreanus was with 
him (for they stood upon the shore before 
the city]; and he charged them to go their 
irays, because great mi.cliief would befall them 

• We may here take notice that «.pousalg alone were 
0f old Mteemcd a sufficient foundation for affinity, Hyr- 
esaus bdne bi^re father An-la-j* to H^rod, because 

h» graod-^ughter Moriamnc was bcliuthcd to him, al* 
though (he marriage was lu i completed till four years 
gtterma^ Bet Matt* i. 'H, 
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if they went on with their accusation. But 
tiiey did not acquiesce : whereupon the Ro- 
mans ran upon them jvith their daggers, and 
slew some, and wounded more of them, and 
the rest fled away, and went home, and lay 
still in great consternation: and when the 
people made a calmour against Herod, Antony 
was so provoked at it, that he slew the pri- 
soners. 

3. Now, in the second year, Pacorus, the 
king of Parthia’s son, and Barzapharnes, a 
commander of the Parthians, possessed them- 
selves of Syria. Ptolemy, the son of Meri- 
neus, also was now dead, and Lysanias his 
son took his government, and made a league 
of friendship with Antigonus, the son of Aris- 
tohulus : and in order to obtain it, made use 
of that commander, who had a great interest 
in him. Now Antigonus bad promised to 
give the Parthians a thousand talents, and five 
hundred women, upon condition they would 
take the government away from Hyreanus, 
and bestow it upon him, and withal kill lie- 
rod. And althougli he did not give them w hat 
he had promised, yet did the Partliians make 
an expedition into Judea on that account, and 
carried Antigonus with iheni. Pacorus went 
along the maritime parts ; but the commander 
Barzapharnes, through the midland. Now 
the Tyrians excluded Pacorus ; hut the Sido- 
nians, and those of Ptolemais, received him. 
However, Pacorus sent a troop of horsemen 
into Judea, to take a view' of the state of tiu 
^country, and to assist Antigonus; and sent 
also the lung’s lutler, of the same name witJi 
himself. So when the Jews that dwelt about 
mount Carmel came to Antigonus, and were 
ready to march with him into Judea, Anti- 
gonus hoped to get some part of the country 
by their assistance. The place is called 
Drymi ; and when some others came and met 
them, tlie men privately fell upon Jerusalem ; 
and when some more were come to them, they 
got together in great numbers, and canw 
against the king’s palace, and besieged it. 
But as Phasaelus's and Herod’s party catne 
to the other’s assistance, and a battle happened 
between them in the market-place, the young 
men beat their enemies, and pursued them 
into the temple, and sent some armed meti 
into the adjoining houses, to keep them in, 
w'iio yet being destitute of such as should sup- 
port them, were burnt, and the houses with 
them, by tlic people who ro« up against them. 
But Herod was revenged on these seditious 
adversaries of his a little afterward for ibis in- 
jury they had oflered him, when he fought 
with them, and slew a great number of them. 

4. But while there were daily skirmishe»i 
the enemy waited for the coming of the mul 
titude out of the country to Pentecost, a fea-t 
of ours so called ; and when that day was 
come, many ten thousands of the people wert 
gathered together about the temple, some m 
armour, and some without Now those the* 
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came, guarded both the temple and the city, ! 
excepting what belonged to the palace, which 
Herod guarded with a few of his soldiers; 
and Phasaelus had the charge of the wall, 
while Herod with a body of his men, sallied 
out upon the enemy, who lay in the suburbs, 
and fought courageously, and put many ten 
thousands to flight, some flying into the city, 
and some into the temple, and some into the 
outer fortifications, for some such fortifica- 
tions there were in that place. Phasaelus 
came also to his assistance; yet was Pacorus, 
the general of the Parthians, at the desire of: 
Antigonus, admitted into the city, with a few I 
of his horsemen, under pretence indeed as if I 
he would still the sedition, but in reality to! 
assist Antigonus in obtaining the government. 
And when Phasaelus met him, and received 
him kindly, Pacorus persuaded him to go 
himself as ambassador to Barzapbarnes, which 
was done fraudulently. Accordingly, Phasa- 
elus, suspecting no harm, complied with his 
proposal, while Herod did not give his con- 
sent to what was done, because of the perfidi* 
ousness of those barbarians, but desired Pha- 
saelus rather to fight those that were come 
into the city. 

5. So both Hyreanus and Phasaelus wtmt 
on the embassage ; but Pacorus left with He- 
rod two bundred horsemen, and ten men, who 
were called iha freemen { and conducted the 
others on their journey ; and when they were 
in Galilee, the governors of the cities there 
jnet them in their arms. Barzapbarnes also 
received them at the first with cheerfulness, 
and made them presents, though he afterward 
conspired against them ; and Piiasaelus, with 
his horsemen, '.vere cofKlucied to the sea-side; 
but when they beard that Antigonus bad pro- 
mised to give the I’arthians a thousand talents, 
and five hundred wouic n, to assist him against 
them, they soon had a suspicion of the bar- 
barians. Moreover, there was one wlio in- 
formed them that snares were laid for them 
by night, wiiilea guard came about them secret- 
ly ; and they had then been seized upon, bad they 
not waited for the seizure of Herod by the Par- 
thians that were about Jerusalem, lest, npoi 
the slaughter of Hyreanus and Piiasaelus, be 
slioiild have an intimation of it, and escape 
out of their hands. And these were the cir 
cumstances they were now in ; and they saw 
who they were that guarded them. Some 
persons indeed would have persuaded Phasa- 
elus to fly away immediately on horseback, 
and not to stay any longer ; and there was 
one Ophellius, who, above all the rest, was 
earnest with him to do so, for he had heard 
of this treachery from Saramalla, the richest 
of all the Syrians at that time, who also pro- 
mised to provide him ships to carry him off; 
for the sea was just by them : but he had no 
mind to desert Hyreanus, nor bring his bro- 
ther into danger; but he went to Barza- 
pharnes, and told him he did not act justly 


when he made such a contrivance against 
hem, for that if he wanted money, he would 
ive him more than Antigonus ; and besides, 
bat it was a horrible thing to slay those that 
*ame to him upon the security of their oaths, 
.nd that when they had done them no in- 
ury. But the barbarian sw'ore to him that 
.here was no truth in any of bis suspi. 
ions, but that he was troubled wnth nothing 
ut false proposals, and then went away to Pa- 
•orus. 

6. But as soon as he was gone away, some 
men came and bound Hyreanus and Phasa- 

lus ; wiiile Phasaelus greatly reproached the 
^arthians for their perjury. However, that 
iitler who was sent against Herod had it in 
;onimand to get him w'ithout the walls of the* 
;ity, and seize upon him ; but messengers 
ad been sunt by Phasaelus to inform Herod 
•f the perfidiousnes of the Parthians; and 
when he knew that the enemy had seized upon 
hern, he went to Pacorus, and to the most 
jotent of the Parthians, as to the lords of the 
•estj who, although they knew the whole mat- 
er, dissembled with \\un in a deceitful way ; 
nd said that he ought to go out with them 
before the walls, and meet those who were 
wringing him his letters, for that they were 
not taken by bis adversaries, but w'ere coro- 
ng to give him an account of the good suc- 
cess Phasaelus had had. Herod did not give 
credit to what they said ; for he had heard 
;hat his lirother v%'as seized upon by others 
also; and the daughter of Hyreanus, whose 
daughter he had espoused, was his monitor 
.Iso [not to credit them], which made him still 
more suspicious of the Parthians ; for al- 
ihough other people did not give heed to her, 
yet did ho believe her, as a woman of very 
great wisdom. 

7. Now while the Parthians were in con- 
sultation what was fit to be done ; for they 
did not think it proper to make an open at- 
tempt upon a person of his character; and 
while they put off the determination to the 
next day, Herod was under great disturbance 
of mind ; and rather inclining to believe the 
reports he heard aliout his brother and the 
Partliians, than to give heed to what was said 
on the other side, he determined, that when 
the evening came on, he w'ould make use of 
it for his flight, and not make any longer de- 
lay, as if the dangers from the enemy were 
not yet certain. He therefore removed with 
the armed men w'hom he had with him ; and 
set his wives upon the beasts, as also hU mo^ 
tber, and sister, and her whom he was about 
to marry [Mariamne , the daughter of Alez-» 
ander, the son of Aristobulus, with her mev 
tiler, the daughter of Hyreanus, and his 
youngest brother, and all their servants, and 
the rest of the multitude that was with him, 
and without the enemy's privity pursued his 
way to Idumea : nor could any enemy of his 
who then saw him in this case, be to hardt 
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hearted, but would have commiserated bis 
fortune, while the women drew along their 
infant children, and left their own country, 
and their friends in prison, with te.ars in their 
eyes, and sad lamentations, and in expectation 
of nothing but what was of a melanciioly na- 
ture. 

8. But for Herod himself, he raised his 
mind above the miserable state he was in, and 
was of good courage in the midst of his mis- 
fortunes; and, as he passed along, he bade 
them every one to be of good cheer, and not 
to give themselves up to sorrow, because that 
would hinder them in their Hight, which was 
now the only hope of safety that tliey had. 
Accordingly, they tried to bear with patience 
the calamity they were under, as he exhorted 
tliem to do ; yet was he once almost going to 
kill himself, upon the overthrow of a waggon, 
and the danger his mother was then in of be- 
ing killed; and this on two accounts, because 
of his great concern for her, and because he 
was afraid lest, by this delay, the enemy should 
overtake him in the pursuit; hut as he* was 
drawing his sword, and going to kill himself 
therewith, those that were present restrained 
him, and being so many in number, were too 
hard for him ; and told him that he ought not 
to desert tlicm, and leave them a prey to tijcir 
enemies, for thatitw'as not the partof a Inave 
n)an to free himself from the <listrosses he was 
in, and to overlook his friends that were in 
the same distress also. So he was compel U mI 
to let that horrid attempt alone, partly out of 
shame at what they said to him, and partly 
out of regard to the great niimber of those 
that would not permit him to do what he 
intended. So he encouraged his mother, 
and took all the care of her the time wouhl 
allow, and j)roceeded on the way he proposed 
to go with the utmost haste, and that was to 
the fortress of Masada. And as he had many 
skirmishes with such of the J’arthians as at- 
tacked him and pursued him, he was con- 
queror in them all. 

9. Nor indeed was he free from the Jews 

all along as he was in his Hight ; for by the 
time he was gotten sixty furlorigs out of the 
city, and was upon the road, they fell upon 
him, and fought hand to hand witii him, whom 
he also put to flight, and overcame, not like 
one that was in distress and in necessity, but 
like one that was excellently prepared for %var, 
and had what he wanted in great plenty. And 
in this very place where he overcame the Jews, 
it was that he some time afterwards built a 
most excellent palace, and a city round afiout 
it, and called it Herodium. And when he 
was come to Idumea, at a place called Thres- 
aa, Ills brother Joseph met hint, and he then 
held a council to take a Uout all his af- 
fairs, ami was fit to be uor.e in his cir- 

cumstance'^, since he had a gieat multitude 
that followed him, be«5!M<is his teerccnary sol- 
diers, and the place Masaaa, wiiither he pro- 
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posed to fly, was too small to contain so great 
a multitude ; so he sent away the greater part 
of his company, being above nine thousand, 
and bade them go, some one way and some 
another, and so save themselves in Idumea, 
and gave them what would buy them provi- 
sions in their journey. But be took with him 
those that were the least encumbered, and 
were most intimate with him, and came to the 
fortress, and placed there his wives and his 
followers, being eight hundred in number, 
there being in the place a sufficient quantity 
of corn and water, and other necessaries, and 
went directly for Petra, in Arabia. But when 
it was day, the Parthians plundered all Jeru- 
salem, and llu? palace, aitd nl)stained from no- 
thing but Hyrcaniis’s money, which was three 
hundred talents. A great deal of Herod’s 
money escaped, and principally all that tlie 
man had been so provident as to send into 
Idumea beforehand * ** . nor indeed did what was 
in the city suffice the Parthians ; but they 
went out into the country, and plundered it, 
and demolished the city Marissa. 
j 10. And thus was Anti^onaa hroitfrht back 
into Judui by tfie king of the Parthians, ami 
received Hyrcanusaml Phasaelus for his pri- 
soners; but he was greatly cast down because 
the women had escaped, whom he intended 
to have given the enemy, as having promised 
they should have ll)em, v'ith the money, for 
their reward : hut being afraid that Hyreanus, 
who was under the guard of the Parthians, 
might have his kingdom restored to him by 
the multitude, he cut oil’ his ears, and there- 
by took care that the high-priesthood should 
never come to him any more, because he was 
mairaetl, while the hiw required that this dig- 
nity should belong to none but such as had 
all their members entire. * But now one can- 
not but here admire the fortitude of Pbasae- 
liis, uho, perceiving that ho was to be put to 
death, did not think death any terrible thing 
at all ; but to die thus by the means of his 
enemy, this he thought .i most pitiable and 
disliunonrable thing, uid therefore, since he 
had not his liands at liberty, for the bonds he 
was in prevented him from killing himself 
thereby, ho dashed his head against a great 
stone, and thereby took away his own life, 
I which he thought to be the best thing he 
jtanild do in such a distress as he was in, and 
I theriby put it out of the power of the enemy 
to bring him to any death He pleased. It is 
also reported, that when he had made a great 
w'ouiul in his head, Antigonus sent pliysiciatts 
to cure it, and, by ordering them to infuse 
poison into the wound, killed him. How- 
ever, Phasaelus hearing, before he was quite 
dead, by a certain woman, that his brother 
Herod had escaped the enenry, underwent his 
death cheerfully, since he now left behind 

* This law of Moses, that the priests were to be 

** without blemish,” as to all the parts of their boa»cs 
is in l.ttvit. xxi, 17—24* 
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him one who would revenge his death, and 
who was able to inflict punishment on his 


CHAPTER XIV. 

HOW HEROD GOT AWAY FROM THE KING OF 
ARABIA, AND MADE HASTE TO GO INTO 
F.GYBT, AND THENCE WENT IN HASTE ALSO 
TO ROME; AND HOW, BY PROMISING A GREAT 
DEAL OF MONEY TO ANTONY, HE OBTAINED 
OF THE SENATE AND OF CA',SAR TO BE MADE 
KING OF THE JEWS. 

§ 1 . As for I lerod, the great miseries he was 
in did not discourage liim, but made him 
sharp in discovering surprising undertakings ; 
for ho went to Malchus, king of Arabia, whom 
lie bad formerly been very kind to, in order 
to receive somewhat by way of recpiital, now 
he was in more than ordinary want of it, and 
desired he would let him have some money, 
either by way of loan, or as his free gift, on 
account of the many benefits be bad received 
from him ; for not knowing what was become 
of his brother, he was in haste to redeem him 
out of the hand of his enemies, as willing to 
^ive three hundred talents for the price of Ids 
vdemption. He also took with him the son! 
nf Phasaelus, who was a child of but seve:i ! 
years of age; for this very reason, that he' 
might be an hostage f w the repayment of the j 
money. Rut liiore came messengers from 
Malclius to meet hitn, l)y whom lie was de- 
sired to be goiio, f)r that tile Partliians had ! 
laid a charge upon lain not to entertain lle-| 
rod. This was only a pretence which he 
made use of, that he might not be obliged to 
repay him what be owed him ; and this be 
was farther induced to, by the principal im n 
among the Arabian^, diUt they might cheat 
liim of what Minis they had received iVoiu [his 
father] Antipater, and which he had comiiiit- 
led to their lulehty. He made answer, that 


assistance, and that out of much reverence of, 
and great regard to him, he was conducted in- 
to the city [Alexandria], and was retained 
there by Cleopatra, yet was she not able to 
prevail with him to stay there, because he was 
making haste to Rome, even though the wea- 
ther was stormy, and he was informed that 
the affairs of Italy were very tumultuous, and 
in great disorder. 

3. So he set sail from thence to Pamphy 
lia, and falling into a violent storm, he had 
much ado to escape to Rhodes, with the loss 
of the ship’s burden ; and there it was that 
two of his friends, Sappinas and Ptolemeus, 
met with him : and as be found that city very 
much d;imagcd in the war against Cassius, 
though he were in necessity himself, he ne- 
glected not to do it a kindness, but did what 
he could to recover it to its former state. He 
also built there a three-decked ship, and set 
sail thence, with bis friends, for Italy, and 
came to the port of Rrundusium : and when 
he was come from thence to Rome, he first 
related to Antony what had befallen him in 
Judea, and how Phasaelus his brother was 
seized on by tlie Parthians, and put to death 
by them ; and bow Ilyrcanus was detained 
captive by them, ami how they had made An- 
tigomis king, who had promised them a sum 
of money, no less than a tiioiisand talents, 
with five hundred women, who were to be of 
the principal fiimilies, and of the Jewish 
stock ; and that he had carried off the women 
by night ; and that, by undergoing a great 
iiany hardships, lie had escaped the hands of 

his enemies; as also, that his own relations 
were in danger of being besieged and taken, 
and that he had sailed through a storm, and 
centenmed all these terrible dangers, in order 
I to come, as soon as possible, to him wdio was 
' his hope and only succour at this time. 

4. This account maile Antony commiserate 
jthe change that had happened in Herod’s 
■ condition;* and reasoning with himself 
I that this was a common casv among those 
I that are placed in such great dignities, and 


lie (lid not intend to he troublesome to them ! that they are liable to the mutations that come 
l)y liis coming thither, hut that he desired ■ from fortu ne, he was very ready to give him 
only to discourse with them about certain , the assistance he desired ; and this because 


allaijs that were to him of the greatest iin- 
ixmaiice. 

2. Hereupon he resolved to go away, and 
dill go very prudently the road to Egypt; 
ami ilien it was th^t he lodged in a certain 
temple ; for he had loft a great many of his 
followers tliere. On the next day he came to 
llliinoeohira, and there it w'us that he heard 
"hat had befallen his brother. Though Mal- 
^•hus soon repented of what he had done, and 
vaine running after Herod ; but with no man- 
ner of success, for he w'us gotten a very great 
jvay off’, and made haste into the road to Pe- 
esiiim ; and when the stationary ships that 
ay there hindered him from sailing to Alex- 
»‘mria, lie went to their captains, by whose 


jhe called to mind the fiiemlsliip he had had 
with Antiputer, because Herod offered him 
■money to make him king, as he had formerly 
I given it to him to make him tetrarch, and 
• chiefly because of his hatred to Antigonus, 

! for he took him to be a seditious person, and 
*on enemy to the Romans. Caesar was also 
the forwarder to raise Herod’s dignity, and 
. to give him his assistance in w-liat he desireil, 
on account of the toils of war which he had 


• Concernintt the eiironology of Heroil, ami (he time 
wheii he first made king at Home, ami ooneeminf; 
the time when he be^an his second reign, without u ri- 
val, ut»n the coiupiest and slaughter of Antigonus 
both principally derived from this and the two new 
chapters in Josephus, see the note on scot. 6, and cn 
XV lO 
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himself undergone with Antipater his father 
in Egypt, and of the hospitality lie had treated 
him withal, and the kindness he had always 
shown him ; as also to gratify Antony, who 
was very zealous for Herod. So a senate 
was convocated ; and Messala first, and then 
Atratinus, introduced Herod into it, and en- 
larged upon the benefits they had received 
from his father, and put them in mind of the 
good-will he had borne to the Romans. At 
the same time, they accused Antigonus, and 
declared him an enemy, not only because of 
his former opposition to them, but that he had 
now overlooked the Romans, and taken the 
government from the Partliians. Upon this 
the senate was irritated ; and Antony inform- 
ed them farther, that it was for their advan- 
tage in the Parthian war that Herod should 
be king. This seemed good to all the sena- 
tors ; and so they made a decree accordingly. 

5. And this was the principal instance of, 
Antony's affection for Herod, that he not 
only procured him a kingdom w’hich he did 
not expect (for he did not come with an inten- 
tion to ask the kingdom for himself, which he 
did not suppose the Romans would grant him, 
who used to bestow it on some of the royal 
family, but intended to desire it for his \vife*s 
brother, who was grandson by his father to 
Aristobulus, and to Hyicanus by his mother), 
but that he procured it for him so suddenly, 
that he obtained what he did not expect, and 
departed out of Italy in so few days as seven 
in all. This young man [the grandson Ilerod 
afterward took care to have slain, as we shall 
show in its proper place. But wlien the senate 
was dissolved, Antony and Caesar went out of 
the senate-house, with Herod between them, 
and with the consols and other magistrates 
before them, in order to offer sacrifices, and 
to lay up their decrees in the capitol. Antony 
also feasted Herod the first day of his reign. 
And thus did this man receive the kingdom, 
having obtained it on the hundred and eighty- 
fourth olympiad, when Caius Domitius Cal- 
vinus was consul the second time, and Caius 
Asinius Pollio [the first time]. 

6, Ail this while Antigonus besieged those 
that were in JVIasada, who had plenty of all ^ 
other necessaries, but were only in want of| 
water,* insomuch that on this occasion Joseph, 
Herod’s brother, was contriving to run away ! 
from it, with two hundred of his dependants, | 
to the Arabians ; for he had hoard that Mai- 1 
chus repented of the oPences he had been | 
guilty of with regard to Herod ; but God, by : 
sending rain in the night-tin^, prevented his 
going away, for their cisterns were thereby j 
.filled, and as he was under no necessity of run- 
ning away on that 'iccount ; but tliey were now 
of good courage, and the more so, because the 

♦ This grievous want of water at Masada, till the 
plsce haa JiKe to have bijen taken by the Parthians 
(tnentioned both here '»n<l Of the War, o. i, cli. xv, sect. 
1;. h an indJcsIioD that ft was now suimner>tim(i 
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sending that plenty of water w'hicli they had 
been in want of, seemed a mark of divine pro- 
vidence; so they made a sally, and fought hand 
to hand with Antigonus’s soldiers (w'ith some 
openly, with some privately), and destroyed a 
great number of them. At the same time Ven- 
tidius, the general of the Romans, w^as sent out 
of Syria, to drive the Porthians out of it, and 
marched after them into Judea, on pretence in- 
deed to succour Joseph; but in reality, the 
whole affair was ifo more than a stratagem, in 
order to get money of A ntigonus ; so they pitch- 
ed their camp very near to Jerusalem, and strip- 
ped A ntigoiuis of a great deal of money, and 
then he retired himself w'itli the greater part 
of the army ; hut, that the wickedness he had 
been guilty of might not be found out, be lefl 
Silo there, with a certain part of his soldiers, 
with whom also Antigonus cultivated an ac- 
quarntance, that he might cause him no dis- 
turbance, and was still in hopes that the Par 
thians would come again and defend him. 


CHAPTER XV. 

HOW HEROO SAILED OUT OF ITALY TO JUDEA, 
AND rOUGUT WITH ANTIGONUS ; AND WHAT 
OTHER THINGS HAITENED IN JUDEA ABOUT 
THAT TIME. 

§ ]. By this time Herod had sailed out o. 
Italy to Ptolemais, and had gotten togethei 
no small army, both of strangers and of his 
own countrymen, and marched through Gali- 
lee against Antigonus. Silo also, and VeiK 
tidius, came and assisted him, being persuad- 
ed by Delllus, who was sent by Antony to 
assist in bringing back Herod. Now, for 
Ventidius, he was employed in composing tiie 
disturbances that had been made in the cities 
by the means of the Parthians ; and for Silo, 
he was indeed in Judea, but corrupted by 
Antigonus. However, as Ilerod went along, 
his army increased every day, and all Galileo, 
with some small exception, Joincti him ; hut 
as he w'us marchingto those that were in Ma- 
sada (for he was obliged to endeavour to s>av'f 
those that were in that fortress, now they were 
besieged, because they were his relations). 
Joppa was a hinderance to him, for it was 
necessary for him to take that place first, it 
being a city at variance ‘with him, tliat no 
strong-hold might be left in hisencmies* hands 
behind hina when he should go Jerusalem. 
And w hen Silo made this a pretence for rising 
up from Jerusalem, and was thereupon pur- 
sued by the Jews, Herod fell upon them with 
a small body of men, and botli put the Jews 
to flight and saved Silo, when he was very 
poorly able to defend himself ; but when He- 
rod had taken Joppa, he made haste to^ 
free tlwse of his family that Were in Masada. 
Now of the people of the country, som^ 
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joined him because of the friendship they had 
had with his father, and some because of the 
splendid appearance he made, and others by 
way of requital for the benefits they had re- 
ceived from both of them ; but the greatest 
number came to him in hopes of getting 
somewhat from him afterward, if he were 
once firmly settled in the kingdom. 

2. Herod had now a strong army ; and as 
he marched on, Ahtigonus laid snares and 
ambushes in the passes and places most pro- 
per for them ; but in truth he thereby did 
little or no damage to the enemy : so Herod 
received those of his family out of Masada, 
and the fortress Kessa, and tlien went on for 
Jerusalem. The soldiery also that was with 
Silo accompanied him all along, as did many 
of the citizens, being afraid of his power; 
and as soon as he had pitched his camp on 
tlie west side of the city, the soldiers that 
were set to guard that part shot their arrow's, 
and threw their darts at him ; and when some 
sallied out in a crowd, and came to fight 
hand to hand with the first ranks of Herod’s 
army, he gave orders that they should, in the 
first place, make proclmnation about the wall, 
that he came for the good of the people, and 
for the preservation of the city, and not to 
bear any old grudge at even his most open 
enemies, but ready to forget the offences 
which his greatest adversaries Jiad done him ; 
but Antigonus, by way of reply to what He- 
rod had caused to be proclaimed, and this 
before the Romans, and before Silo also, < 
said, that they wouUl not do justly if they I 
gave the kingdom to Herod, who was no 
more than a j>fivate man, and an Idumean, 
i. c. a half Jew,* whereas they ought to be- 
stow it on one of the royal family, as their 
custom w'as; for, that in case they at present 
bare an ill-will to him, and had resolved to 
deprive him of the kingdom, as having re- 
ceived it from the I’arthians, yet were there 
many others of his family that might by their 
law take it, and these such as had no way 
otfended the Romans ; and being of the sa- 
cerdotal family, it w'ould be an unworthy 
thing to put thcMii by. Now while they said 
thus one to another, and fell to reproaching 
Olio another on both sides, Antigonus per- 
mitted his own men that were upon the w’all 
to defend themselves ; who, usinp, their Iwws, 
and showing great alacrity against their ene- 
tnies, easily clrovcsthcm aw’ay from the towers. 

3. And now it was that Silo discovered that 

• This affirmation of Antigonus, spoken In the day* 
of Herod, and in a manner to his face, that he was an 
hlumoan, I. e. a half .lew, fioems to me of much greater 
Authority than that pretence of his favourite and flat- 
terer Nicolaus of Damascus, that h«! derived his pedi- 
gree from Jews as fiu backward as the Habylonish cair- 
tivity, eh- i, sect. 3. Amirdingly .losnphus always 
esteems him an Idumean, though ne says his father An- 
tiputer was of the same iieople with the Jews (ch. vili, 
ject. 1), and a Jew by birth (Antiq. b. xx, ch. viii, sect. 
<). as indeed all such proselytes of justice as the Idu- 
tne^s, were in time estoeined the very same people 
^»th the Jews. 


lie had taken bribes : for he set a great num- 
ber of his soldiers to complain aloud of the 
want of provisions they were in, and to re- 
quire money to buy them food ; and that it 
was fit to let them go into places proper for 
winter quarters, since the places near the city 
were a desert, by reason that Antigunus’s 
soldiers had carried all away ; so he set his 
army upon removing, and endeavoured to 
march away; but Herod pressed Silo not to 
depart, and exhorted Silo's captains and sol- 
diers not to desert him, when Caesar and An- 
tony, and the senate, had sent him thither, for 
that he would provide them plenty of all the 
things they wanted, and easily procure them 
a great abundance of what they required ; af- 
ter which entreaty, he immediately went into 
the country, and left not the least pretence 
to Silo for his departure, for he brought an 
unexpected quantity of provisions, and sent 
to those friends of his who inhabited about 
Samaria, to bring down corn, and wine, and 
oil, and cattle, and all other provisions, to 
Jericho, that there might be no want of a 
_ supply for the soldiers for the time to come. 
Antigonus was sensible of this, and sent pre- 
sently over the country such as might restrain 
and lie in ambush for those that w'ont out for 
provisions. So these men obeyed the orders 
of Antigonus, and got together a great num- 
ber of armed men about Jericho, and sat up- 
on the mountains, and watched those that 
brought the provisions. However, Herod was 
not idle in the* meantime, for he took ten 
bands of soldiers, of whom five were of the 
Romans, and five of the Jews, with some 
mercenaries among them, and with some few 
horsemen, and came to Jericho ; and as they 
found the city deserted, but that five hundred 
of them had settled themselves on the tops of 
the hills, with Iheir wives and children, those 
he took and sftit away ; but tlie Homans fell 
upon the city, and plundered it, and found 
the houses full of all sorts of good things. 
So the king left a garrison at Jericho, and 
came back again, and sent the Roman army 
to take their winter quarters in the countries 
that were come over to him, Judea, and O’aii- 
lec, and Samaria. .\nd so much did Antigonus 
gain of Silo for the bribes he gave him, that 
part of the army should be quartered at Lyd- 
da, in order to please Antony. So the Ro- 
mans laid their weapons aside, and lived in 
plenty of all things. 

4. But Herod was not pleased with lying 
still, but sent out his brother Joseph against 
Idumea with jtwo thousand armed footmen, 
and four hundred horsemen, while he himsei 
came to Samaria, and left his mother and his 
other relations there, for they were already 
gone out of Masada, and went into Galilee, 
and took certain places which were held by the 
garrisons of Antigonus ; and he passed on to 
Sepphoris, as God sent a snow, while Auti- 
gonus*s garrisons withdrew themselves, and 
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had great plenty of provisions. He also went 
thence, and resolved to destroy those robbers 
that dwelt in the caves, and did much mischief 
in the country • so he sent a troop of horsemen, 
and three companies of armed footmen, a- 
gainst them. They were very near to a vil- 
lage called Arbela ; and on the fortieth day 
after, he came himself with his wljole army ; 
and as the enemy sallied out boldly upon him, 
the left w’ing of his army gave way ; but he 
appearing with a body of men, put those to 
flight who were already conquerors, and re- 
called his men that ran away. He also pressed 
upon his enemies, and pursued them as far as 
the river Jordan, though they ran away by 
diflerent roads. So he brought over to him 
all Galilee, excepting those that dwelt in the, 
caves, and distributed money to every one ofi 
his soldiers, giving them a hundred and 
fifty drachmae apiece, and much more to their 
captains, and sent them into winter quarters ; 
at which time Silo Cc'ime to him, and his com- 
manders with him, because Antigonus would 
not give them provisions any longer ; for he 
supplied them for no more than one month ; 
nay, he had sent to all the country round about, 
and ordered them to carry oft' the provisions 
that were there, and retired to the mountains, 
that the Romans might have no provisions to 
live upon, and so might perish by famine ; 
but Herod committed the care of that matter 
to Plieroras, his youngest brother, and ordered 
him to repair Alexandrium also. According- 
ly, he quickly made the soldiers abound with 
great plenty of provisions, and rebuilt Alex- 
andrium, which had been before desolate. 

/>. About this time it was that Antony con- 
tinued some time at Athens, and that Venti- 
dius, who was now in Syria, sent for Silo, 
and commanded him to assist Herod, in the 
first place, to finish the present war, and then to 
send for their confederates for th» war they were 
themselves engaged in ; but as for Herod, he 
went in haste against the robbers that were 
in the caves, and sent Silo away to Ventidi- 
us, while he marched against them. These 
caves were in mountains that were exceeding 
abrupt, and in their middle were no other 
than precipices, with certain entrances into 
the caves, and those caves were encompassed 
with sharp rocks, and in these did the robbers 
lie concealed, with all their families about 
them; but the king caused certain chests to 
be made, in order to destroy them, and to be 
hung down, bound about with iron chains, by 
an engine, from the top of the mountain, it 
being not possible to get up.^o them, by rea- 
son of the sharp ascent of the mountains, nor 
to creep down to them from above. Now 
these chests were filled with armed men, who 
bad long hooks in their hands, hy which they 
might pull out such resisted them, and 
then tumble them down, and kill them by so 
doing ; but the Jetting th j chests down proved 
to be a matter of great danger, because of 


the vast depth they were to be let down, al- 
though they had their provisions in the chests 
themselves; but when the chests were let 
down, and not one of those in the mouths 
of the caves durst come near them, but lay 
still out of fear, some of the armed men girt 
on their armour, and by both their liands look 
hold of the chain by which the chests were 
let down, and went into the mouths of the 
caves, because they fretted that such delay 
was made by the robbers not daring to come 
out of the caves ; and when they were at any 
of those mouths, they first killed many of 
those that were in the mouths with their 
darts, and afterwards pulled those to them 
that resisted them with their hooks, and tum- 
bled them down the precipices, and afterwards 
went into the caves, and killed many more, 
and then went into their chests again, and lay 
still there ; but, upon this, terror seized the 
rest, when they heard the lamentations that 
were made, and they despaired of escaping ; 
however, when the night came on, that put 
an end to the whole work ; and as the king 
proclaimed pardon by an herald to such as 
delivered themselves up to him, mair' accept- 
ed of the ofler. The same mctliod of assaub 
was made use of the next day ; and they wem 
farther, and got out in baskets to fight them, 
and fought tljem at their doors, and sent fire 
among them, and set their caves on fire, for 
there was a great deal of combustible matter 
within them. Now there w’as one old man 
who was caught within one of these caves, 
with seven children and a wife; these prayed 
him to give them leave to go out, and yield 
themselves up to the enemy ; but he stood at 
the cave’s mouth, and alw'ays slew that child 
oJ his who went out, till he had destroyed 
them every one, and after that be slew his 
wife, and cast their dead bodies down the 
precipice, and himself after them, and so un- 
derwent death rather than slavery ; but be- 
fore he did this, he greatly reproaclied lie- 
rod with the meanness of his family, although 
he was then king. Herod also saw what he 
was doing, and stretched out his hand, and 
offered him all manner of security for his 
life ; by which means all these caves were at 
length subdued entirely. 

6. And when the king had set Ptolemy 
over those parts of the country as his general, 
he went to Samaria with six hundred horse- 
men and three thousand qpned footmen, us 
intending to fight Antigonus; but still this 
command of the army did not aucceed well 
with Ptolemy, but tiiose that had been trou» 
blesome to Galilee before attacked him, and 
slew him ; and when they had done this, they 
fled among the lakes and places almost inacces- 
sible, laying waste and plundering whatsoever 
they could come at in those places ; but He- 
rod soon returned, and punished them for what 
they had done ; for some of those rebels he 
slew’, and others of them, who had fled to 
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strong holds, be besieged, and both slew 
them and demolished their strong holds ; and 
when he had thus put an end to their rebeU 
lion, he laid a fine upon the cities of a hun> 
dred talents. 

7. In the mean time Pacorus was fallen 
in a battle, and the Parthians were defeated, 
when Ventidius sent Macheras to the assist- 
ance of Herod, with two legions and a thour 
sand horsemen, while Antony encouraged 
him to make haste ; but Macheras, at the in- 
stigation of Antigonus, without the approba- 
tion of Herod, as being corrupted by money, 
went about to take a view of his affairs ; but 
Antigonus, suspecting this intention of his 
coming, did not admit him into the city, but 
kept him at a distance, with throwing stones 
at him, and plainly showed what he himself 
meant ; but when Macheras was sensible that 
Herod had given him good advice, and that 
he had made a mistake himself in not heark- 
ening to that advice, he retired to the city 
Emmaus; and what Jews he met with he 
blew them, whether they were enemies or 
friends, out of the rage he was in at what 
hardships he had undergone. The king was 
provoked at this conduct of his, and went to 
Samaria, arid resolved to go to Antony about 
these affairs, and to inform him that he stood 
in no need of such helpers, who did him more 
mischief than they did his enemies ; and that 
he was able of himself to beat Antigonus. 
But Macheras followed him, and desired that 
he would not go to Antony ; or, if he was 
resolved to go, that he would join his brother 
Joseph with them, and let them fight against 
Antigonus. So he was reconciled to Mache- 
ras, upon Ids earnest entreaties. Accordingly 
he left Joseph there with his army, but charg- 
ed him to run no hazards, nor to quarrel will) 
Macheras. 

8. But for his ovoi part, he made haste to 
Antony (who was thcr at the siege of Samo- 
Mita, a phice upon Euphrates) with his troops, 
botli horsemen and footmen, to be auxiliaries 
to him ; and when he came to Antioch, and 
met there a great number of men gotten to- 
gether that were very desirous to go to An- 
tony, but durst not \cnturc to go, out of fear, 
because the barbarians fell upon men on the 
road, and slew many, so he encouraged them, 
and became their conductor upon the road. 
Now when they were within two days* march 
of Samosata, the barbarians had laid an am- 
bush there to disturb those that came to An- 
tony, and w'hcre the woods made the passes 
narrow, as they led to the plains, there tlicy 
laid not a few of their horsemen, who were 
to lie still until those passengers were gone 
by into the wide place. Now as soon as the 
first ranks were gone by (for Herod brought 
on the rear), those that lay in ambu.sh, who 
were about five hundred, fell upon them on 
the sudden, and when they had put the fore- 
**»ostto flight, the king came riding hard, with 


the forces that were about him, and immediate- 
ly drove back the enemy ; by which means he 
made the minds of his own men courageous, 
and emboldened them to go on, insomuch 
that those who ran away before, now returned 
back, and the barbarians were slain on all 
sides. The king also went on killing them, 
and recovered all the baggage, among which 
were a great number of beasts for burden, 
and of slaves, and proceeded on in his march ; 
and wheieas there were a great number of 
those in the woods that attacked them, and 
were near the passage that led into the plain, 
be made a sally upon these also with a strong 
body of men ; and put them to flight, and 
slew many of them, and thereby rendered the 
way safe for those that came after ; and these 
called Herod their saviour and protector. 

9. And when he was near to Sauiosata, An- 
tony sent out his army in all their proper ha- 
biliments to meet him, in order to pay Herod 
this respect, and because of the assistance he 
had given him ; for he had heard what at- 
tacks the barbarians had made upon him [in 
Judea]. He also was very glad to see him 
there, as having been made acquainted with 
the great actions he had performed upon the 
road ; so he entertained him very kindly, and 
could not but admire his courage. Antony 
also embraced him as soon as be saw him, 
and saluted him after a most affectionate man- 
ner, and gave him the upper hand, as having 
himself lately made him a king; and in a 
little time Antioebus delivered up the fortress, 
and on that account this war was at an end ; 
then Antony committed the rest to Sossius, 
and gave him orders to assist Herod, and 
went himself to Egypt. Accordingly, Sos- 
sius sent two legions before into Judea to the 
assistai^ce of Herod, and he followed himself 
with the body of the army, 

10. Now Joseph was already slain in Ju- 
dea, in the manner following ; — He forgot 
what charge his brother Herod had given him 
when he went to Antony ; and when he had 
pitched his camp among the mountains, for 
Macheras had lent him five regiments, with 
these he went hastily to Jericho, in order to 
reap the corn thereto belonging ; and as the 
Roman regiments were but newly raised, and 
were unskilful in war, for they were in great 
part collected out of Syria, he was attacked 
by the enemy, and caught in those places of 
difficulty, and was himself slain, as he was 
fighting bravely, and the whole army was lost, 
for there were six regiments slain. So when 
Antigonus had got possession of the dead 
bodies, he <5ttt off Joseph’s bead, although 
Rheroras his brother wmuld have redeemed it 
at the price of fifty talents. After which de- 
feat, the Galileans revolted from their com- 
manders, and took those of Herod's party, 
and drowned them in the lake ; and a grrat 
part of Judea w'as become seditious ; but Ma* 
cheras fortified the place Gitta Tin Samaria]. 
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11* At this time messengers came to Hc> 
rod, and informed him of what had been 
done ; and when he was come to Daphne by 
Antioch, they told him of the ill fortune that 
had befallen his brother, which yet he expect, 
ed, from certain visions that appeared to him 
in his dreams, w'hich clearly foreshowed his 
brother’s death. So he hastened his march ; 
and when he came to mount Libaniis, he re- 
ceived about eight hundred of the men of that 
place, having already with him also one Ro- 
man legion, and with these he came to Ptolc- 
rhais. He also marched thence by night with 
his army, and proceeded along Galilee. Here 
t w’as that the enemy met him, and fought 
him, and were beaten, and shut up in the 
same place of strength whence they had sallied 
out the day before. So he attacked the place 
in the morning; but, by reason of a great 
storm that was then very violent, he was able 
to do nothing, but drew off his army into the 
neighbouring villages ; yet as soon as the 
other legion that Antony sent him was come 
to bis assistance, those that were in garri- 
son in tlie place were afraid, and deserted it 
in the night-time. Then did the king march 
hastily to Jericho, intending to avenge himself 
on the enemy for the slaughter of his brother ; 
and when be had pitched his tents, he made 
a feast for the principal coinibandcrs, and 
after this collation was over, and he had dis- 
missed his guests, he retired to his own cham- 
ber : and here may one see what kindness 
God had for the king, for the upper part of 
the house fell down when nobody was in it, 
and so killed none, insomuch that all the peo- 
ple believed that Herod was beloved of God, 
since he had escaped such a great and surpris- 
ing danger. 

12. But the next day six thousand of the 
enemy came down from the tops of ih«» moun- 
tains to fight the Romans, which greatly ter- 
rified them ; and the soldiers that were in light 
armour came near, and pelted the king’s 
guards that were come out with darts and 
stones, and one of them hit him on the side 
with a dart. Antigonus also sent a comman- 
der against Samaria, whose name w'as Pappus, 
with some forces, being desirous to show the 
enemy how potent he was, and that he had 
men to spare in his war with them : he sat 
down to oppose Macheras ; but Herod, when 
he had taken five cities, took such as were left 
in them, being about two thousand, and slew 
them, and burnt the cities themselves, and 
then returned to go against Pappus, who was 
encamped at a village called Isanas : and there 
ran in to him many out of Jericho and Judea, 
near to which places he was, and the enemy 
fell upon his men, sf> stout were they at this 
lime, and joined batth ,/ifh them, but he beat 
them in the fight ; ar.d in order to be reveng-j 
ed on them for the slaughter of his brother, ' 
ne pursued them r harply, and killed them as 
they ran away and as the houses were full 


of armed men,* and many of them ran as fai 
as the tops of the houses, he got them under 
his power, and pulled down the roofs of the 
houses, and saw the lower rooms full of sol- 
diers that were caught, and lay all on a heap; 
so they threw stones down upon them as they 
lay piled one upon another, anfl thereby kill- 
ed them : nor was there a more frightful spec- 
tacle in all the war than this, where, beyond 
the walls, an immense multitude of dead men 
lay heaped one upon another. This action 
t was which chiefly brake the spirits of the 
enemy, who expected now what would come ; 
for there appeared a mighty number of peo- 
ple that came from places far distant, that 
were now about the village, but then ran 
away ; and had it not been for the depth of 
winter, which then restrained them, the king’s 
army had presently gone to Jerusalem, as be- 
ing very courageous at this good success, and 
the whole work had been done immediately ; 
for Antigonus was already looking about how 
be might fly away and leave the city. 

13. At this time the king gave order that 
the soldiers should go to supper, for it was 
late at night, w hile lie went into a chamber to 
use the bath, for be was very weary : and here 
it was that he was in the greatest danger, 
which yet, by God’s providence, he escaped , 
for as he was naked, and had but one servant 
that followed him, to be with him wdiilc he 
w'as bathing in an inner room, certain of the 
enemy, who were in their armour, and had 
fled thither out of fear, were then in the place 
and as he was bathing, the first of them came 
out with his naked swonl drawm, and went 
out at the doors, and after hifn a second, and 
a third, armed in like manner, and were nn- 
(ler such a consternation, that they did no hurt 
to the king, and thought themselves to have 
come off’ very well in suffering no harm them- 
selves in their getting out of the house. How- 
ever, on the next day, he cut oflT the head ot 
Pappus, for he was already slain, and sent it 
to Pheroras, as a punishment of what their 
brother had suffered by his nieans, for he was 
the man that slew him with his owm hand. 

H. When the rigour of winter was over, 
Herod removed his army, and came near to 
Jerusalem, and pitched his camp hard by tlic 
city. Now this was the third year since he 
had been made king at Rome ; and os he J'c- 
moved his camp, and came near that part of 
the wall where it could be^most easily assault- 
ed, he pitched that camp before the temple, 
intending to make his attacks in the same 
manner as did Pompey. So ho encompassed 
tlie place with three bulwarks, and erected 
lowers, and employed a great many hands 

• It may be worth mir observation here, tliftt tbwe 
sohiiers of Hermi could not have gotten upon tlw top 
of these houses which were full of enemies, in 
pull up the uppt^r floors and destroy them bencata, bn® 
by ladaeri from the outside ; which lUustrab'S some 
in the New Testament, by which It appears umi *1 
used to ascend thither by ladders on the outside, 

Matt, xxlv, 17; Markxiii. 15; Luke v, 19 i»vU Si 
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about the work, and cut down the trees that 
were round about the city; and when he had 
appointed proper persons to oversee tlie works, 
even while the army lay before the city, he 
liiinself went to Samaria, to complete his mar- 
riage, and to take to wife the daughter of 
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus; for he had 
betrothed her already, as I have before related. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

now HEHOI), WHEN HE HAD MARRIED MAttl- 
AMNE, TOOK JERUSALEM, WITH THE ASSIST- 
ANCE Of SOSIUS, By FORCE ; AND HOW THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE ASAMONEANS WAS 
PUT AN END TO. 

§ 1. A ITER the wedding was over, came 
Sosius through Phoenicia, having sent out his 
army before him over the midland parts. He 
also, who was their comniRnder, came himself, 
with a great number of horsemen and foot- 
nieti. The king also came himself from Sa- 
maria, and brought with him no small army, 
besides that which was there before, for they 
were about thirty thousand ; and they all met 
together at the walls of Jerusalem, and en- 
camped at the norili wall of the city, being 
now an army of eleven legions, armed men on 
foot, and six thousand horsemen, with other 
auxiliaries out of Syria. The generals were 
two : Sosius, sent by Antony to assist Herod, 
and Herod on his ovin account, in order to 
take the government from Antigonus, who 
was declared aii • iieniy to Home, and that he 
might himself be king, according to the de 
cree of the senate. 

‘2. Now the Jews that were inclosed within 
the walls of the city fought against Herod with 
great alacrity and zeal ( for the whole nation 
was gathered together] , they also gave out 
many prophecies about the temple, and many 
things agreeable to the people, as if God 
would deliver them out of the dangers tliey 
were in ; they had also carried olF what was 
out of the city, that tliey might not leave any 
thing to afford sustenance either for men or 
for boasts; and, by private robberies, they 
made the want of necessaries greater. When 
Herod understood this, he opposed ambushes 
in the fittest jilaces against their private rob- 
heries, and lie sent iegions of armed men to 
bring in provisions, and that from remote 
places, so that in a little time they had great 
plenty of provisions. Now the three bul- 
warks were easily erected, because so many 
bands were continually at work upon it ; for 
‘t was summer-time, and there was notliing 
|o hinder them in raising their works, neither 
’■oin the air nor from the workmen ; so they 
•■ought their engines to bear, and shook the 
^^lla of the city, and tried all manner of ways 
in t yet did not those witliin discover 
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any fear, but they also contrived not a few 
engines to oppose their engines wdthal. Tliey 
also sallied out, and burnt not only those en- 
gines that were not yet perfected, but those 
that were ; and when they came hand to hand, 
:hcir attempts were not less bold than those 
of the Romans, though they were behind them 
n skill. They also erected new works when 
the former were ruined, and making mines 
under ground, they met each other, and fought 
here; and making use of brutish courage 
rather than of prudent valour, they persisted 
n this war to the very last : and this they did 
while a mighty army lay round about them, 
md while they were distressed by famine and 
;he want of necessaries, for this happened to 
be a Sabbatic Year. The first that scaled tlie 
w alls were twenty chosen men ; the next were 
Sosius’s centurions ; for the first W'all was ta- 
ken in forty days, and the second in fifteen 
more, when some of the cloisters that were a- 
bout the temple were burnt, which Herod 
gave out to have been burnt by Antigonus, 
in order to expose him to the haired of the 
Jews. And when the outer court of the tem- 
ple, and the lower city, were taken, the Jews 
fled into the inner court of the temple, and 
into the upper city ; but now fearing lest the 
Romans should hinder them from offeifng 
their daily sacrifices to God, they sent an em 
bassage, and desired that they would only 
permit them to bring in beasts for sacri. 
ficcs, which Herod ^;ranted, hoping they were 
going to yield ; but when he saw tliat they 
did nothing of what he supposed, but bitterly 
opposed him, In order to preserve the king- 
dom to Antigonus, he made an assault upon 
tiiu city, and took it by storm ; and now all 
parts w'ere full of those that were slain, by the 
rage of the Romans at the long duration of 
the siege, and by the zeal of the Jews that 
were on Herod’s side, who were not willing 
to leave one of their adversaries alive ; so they 
were murdered continually in the narrow 
streets and in the houses by crowds, and as 
they w ere flying to the temple for shelter, and 
there was no pity taken of either infants or 
the aged, nor did they spare so much as the 
weaker sex ; nay, although the king sent a- 
bout, and besought thtMii to spare the people, 
yet nobody restrained their hand from slaugh 
ter, but, as if they were a company of mad- 
men, they fell upon persons of all ages, with- 
out distinction; and then Antigonus, without 
regard to eitlier his p^xst or present circum* 
stances, came down from the citadel, and fell 
down at the feet of Sosius, who took no pity 
of him, in the change of his fortune, but in- 
sulted him beyond measure, and called him 
Antigone [t. e, a woman, and not a man] ; 
yet did he not treat him as if ho were a woman, 
by letting him go at liberty, but put him 
into bonds, and kept him in close custody. 

3. And now Herod having overcome his 
enemies, hia care was to govern those fo- 
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reigners who had been his assistants, for the 
crowd of strangers rushed to see the temple, 
and the sacred things in the temple ; but tlie 
king thinking a victory to be a more severe 
affliction than a defeat, if any of those things 
which it was not lawful to see should be seen 
by them, used entreaties and threatenings, 
and even sometimes force itself, to restrain 
them. He also prohibited the ravage that 
was made in the city, and many times asked 
Sosius, whether the Romans would empty 
the city both of money and men, and leave 
him king of a desert ; and told him, that he 
esteemed the dominion over tlic whole habit- 
able earth as by no means an equivalent satis- 
faction for such a murder of his citizens : and 
when he said that this plunder was justly to 
bo permitted the soldiers for vhc siege they 
had undergone, he replied, that he would give 
every one his reward out of his own money ; 
and by this means he redeemed what remain- 
ed of the city from destruction ; and he per- 
formed what he had promised him, for he 
gave a noble present to every soldier, aiul a 
proportionable present to their commanders ; 
but a most royal present to Sosius himself, 
till they all went away full of money. 

4. Tliis destruction befel the city of Jeru- 
salem when Marcus Agrippa and Caninius 
Gallus were consuls at Rome,* on the hun- 

• Note here, that Josephus fuUv and frequently as- 
sures us, that tiicre passed a)x>vc three years betwe(>n 
Herod's first obtaining the kineilmn at Home and his 
second obtaining it uiwn the taking of Jerusalem and 
death of Antigonus. The present history of this inter- 
val twice mentions the army going into winter quarters, 
which perhaps belonged to two several winteis (ch. xv, 
sccL 3, 4) : and though Josephus says nothing how long 
they lay in those quarters, yet docs lie give such an ac- 
count of tlie long and studied delays of ventidius. Silo, 
and Macheras, wiio were to sec ilerod settled in his 
new kingdom (but seem not to have had suflicient 
forces for that |)urpose, and were for certain all cor- 
rupted by Antigonus to make the longest delays j)os- 
sible), and gives us such particular accfiunts of the many 
great actions of Herod during the same interval, as 
farrly imply that interval, before Herod went to Samo- 
sata, to tiave been very considerable. Vlowevcr, what 
is wanting in Josephus, is fully supplied by Moses Cho- 
renensis, the Armenian historian, in his history of that 
interval (b il, eh. xviii) ; where he diroefly a.isures us 
that Tigranes, tiien king of Armenia, and tiic principal 
manager of this Parthian war, reigned two years alter 
Herod was made king at Rome, and yet Antony did 
not hear of his death, in that very iieighboudiood, at 


dred and eighty-fifth olympiad, on the third 
month, on the solemnity of the fast, as if a 
periodical revolution of calamities had re. 
turned since that which befel the Jews under 
Pompey ; for the Jews were taken by him 
on the same day, and this was after twenty, 
seven years's time. So when Sosius had de- 
dicated a crown of gold to God, he marclicd 
away from Jerusalem, and carried Antigonus 
with him in bonds to Antony ; but Herod 
w'as afraid lest Antigonus should be kept in 
prison [only] by Antony, and that when he 
was carried to Rome by him, he might get 
his cause to be heard by the senate, and might 
demonstrate, as he was himself of the royal 
blood, and Herod but a private man, that 
therefore it belonged to his sons, however, to 
have the kingdom, on account of the family 
they were of, in case he had liimself offended 
the Romans by what he had done. Out of 
Herod's fear of this it was that he, by giving 
Antony a great deal of money, endeavoured 
to persuade him to have Antigonus slain, 
which, if it were once done, he should be 
free from that fear. And tlms did the go- 
vernment of the Asamoneans cease, a hun- 
dred and twenty -six years after it was first set 
up. This family was a splendid and an illus- 
trious one, both on account of the nobility 
of their stock, and of the dignity of the high- 
priesthood, as also for the glorious actions 
their ancestors had performed for our nation ; 
but these men lost t’ne government by their 
dissensions one with another, and it came to 
Herod, the son of Antipater, wlio was of no 
more than a vulgar family, and of no emi- 
nent extraction, but one that was subject to 
other kings. And this is what history tells 
us was the end of the Asamoncan family. 

SamosaUi, till he wax come thither to besiege it ( .after 
which Ilerod brought him an army, which was three 
hundred and forty miles' march, and througli a diffi 
cult «nmtry, fidl of cncmicm alst), and ji.ineir with liim 
in the siege of Samosata till that city was t.aken ; then 
Herod and Sosius marched l>ack with their large armies 
the same number of three liundrcd and forty miles ; 
and when, in a little time, they sat down to besiege Je- 
rusalem, they were not able to take it but by a siege of 
five months. All which put together, fully siipplif* 
what is wanting in Josephus, and secures the eiitirs 
chronology of these times beyond contradiction. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTEEN YEARS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF ANTIGONUS TO THE FINISHING OF THE 
TEMPLE BY HEROD. 


CH APTER I. I regent, who was still in want of more, and in 


CONCKRNING POLLIO AND SAMEA8. HEROD 
SLAYS THE PRINCIPAL OF ANTIGONUS*8 
FRIENDS, AND SPOILS THE CITY OF ITS 
WEALTH. ANTONY BEHEADS ANTIGONUS. 

§ 1. IIow Sosius and Herod took Jerusalem 
by force ; and besides that, how they took 
Antigonus captive, has been related by us in 
the foregoing book. Wc will now proceed in 
the narration. And since Herod had now 
the government of all Judea put into his 
hands, he promoted such of the private men 
of the city as had been of his party, but never 
left off avenging 'and punishing every day 
those that had chosen to be of the party of his 
enemies; but Pollio the Pharisee, and Sa- 
meas, a disci;ile of his, were honoured by 
him above all the test; for when Jerusalem 
was besieged, they advised the citizens to re- 
ceive Herod ; for which advice they w'cre 
well requited. But this Pollio, at the time 
when Herod was once upon his trial of life 
and death, foretold, iu way of reproach, to 
Hyreanus and the other judges, how this 
Herod, whom they suffered now to escape, 
would afterward inflict punishment on them 
all ; which had its completion in time, while 
God fulfilled the words he had spoken. 

2. At this time Herod, now he had got 
Jerusalem under his power, carried oflT all the 
royal ornaments, and spoiled the w'ealthy 
men of what they had gotten ; awl when, by 
these means, be had heaped together a great 
quantity of silver and gold, he gave it all to 
Antony, and his friends that were about him. 
He also slew forty-five of the principal men 
of Antigonus’s parly, and set guards at the 
gates of the city, that nothing might l)e car- 
J^ied out together with their dead bodies. | 
riiey also searched the dead, *and wliatsoever 
Was found, either of silver or gold, or other 
treasure, it was carried to tlie king ; nor was 
there any end of the miseries ho brought 
“pon thorn ; and this distress was in part oc- 
<^sioned by the covetousness of the prince 


part by the Sabbatic Year, which was still go- 
ing on, and forced the country to lie still un- 
cultivated, since we are forbidden to sow the 
land in that year. Now when Antony had 
received Antigonus as his captive, he deter- 
mined to keep him against his triumph ; but 
when he heard that the nation grew seditious, 
and that, out of their hatred to Herod, they 
continued to bear good-will to Antigonus, he 
resolved to behead him at Antioch, for other- 
wise the Jews could no way be brought to be 
quiet And Strabo of Cappadocia attests to 
wbat 1 have said, when be thus speaks:— 
** Antony ordered Antigonus the Jew to be 
brought to Antioch, and there to be behead- 
ed ; and this Antony seems to me to have 
been the very first man who beheaded a king, 
as supposing he could no other way bend the 
minds of the Jews so as to receive Herod, 
whom he had made king in his stead ; for by 
no torments could they be forced to call him 
king, so great a fondness they had for their 
former king ; so be thought that this disho- 
nourable death would diminish the value they 
had for Antigonus’s memory, and at the same 
time would diminish the hatred they bare to 
Herod.*’ Thus far Strabo. 


CHAPTER H. 

BOW HYRCANUS WAS SET AT LIBERTY BY THE 
PARTHIANS, AND RETURNED TO HEROD; 
AND WHAT ALEXANDRA DID WHEN SHE 
HEARD THAT ANANELUS WAS MADE HIGH- 
PRIEST. 

§ 1. Now after Herod was in possession of 
the kingdom, Hyreanus the bigh-priest, who 
was then a captive among the Parthians, 
came to him again, and was set free from 
his captivity in the manner following > 
Barsapbarnes and Pacorus, the generals of 
the Parthians, took Hyreanus, who was first 
I made bigh-priest and afterwards king, and 
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Herod*s brother, Phasaclus, captives, and and many presents with him, and desired him 
were carrying tiicm away into Parthia. Pha- in the most obliging way, that he would be no 
saelus indeed could not bear the reproach of! hinderance to his gratitude towards his bene* 


being in bonds ; and thinking that death with 
glory was better than any life whatsoever, he 
became his own executioner, as 1 have for- 
merly related. 

2, But when Hyreanus was brought into 
Parthia, the king Phraates treated him after 
a very gentle manner, as having already learn- 
ed of what an illustrious family he was; on 
which account he set him free from his bonds, 
and gave him a habiution at Babylon,* where 
there w'erc Jews in great numbers. 'Hiese 
Jews honoured Hyreanus as their high-priest 
and king, as did all the Jewish nation that 
dwelt as far as Euphrates, which respect was 
very much to his satisfaction. But when he 
was informed that Herod had received the 
kingdom, new hopes came upon him, as hav-i 
ing been himself still of a kind disposition 
towards him ; and expecting that Herod would 
bear in mind what favour he had received 
from him, and w hen he w as upon his trial, and 
when he was in danger that a capital sentence 
would be pronounced against him, he deliver- 
ed him from that danger, and from all pu- 
nishment. Accordingly, he talked of that | 
matter with the Jews that came often to him 
with great all'ection ; but they endeavoured to 
retain him among them, and desired that he 
would stay with them, putting him in mind of 
the kind olhces and honours they did iiiiii, and 
that those honours they paid him were not at 
all inferior to what they could pay to either 
their high-pricsts or their kings : and w hat 
was a greater motive to determine him, they 
said, w'Hs this, that he could not have those 
dignities [in Judea] because of that maim in 
Ills body, which had been inflicted on him by 
Antigonus ; and that kings do not use to re- 
quite men for those kindnesses which they re- 
ceived when they were private persons, the 
height of their fortune making usually no 
small changes in them. 

3. Now, although they suggested these ar- 
guments to him for his own advantage, yet 
did Hyreanus still desire to depart. Herod 
also wrote to him, an<l persuaded him to de- 
sire of Phraates, and the Jews that were there, 
that they should not grudge him the royal 
authority, which he should have jointly with 
himself, for that now was the proper time for 
himself to make him amends for the favours 
he had received from him, as having been 
brought up by him, and saved by him also, 
as well as for Hyreanus to receive it. And 
as he wrote thus to Hyreanus, so did he send 
also Saramallas his ambassador to Phruatesi 

♦ The ciu here called “ Babylon** byJosephu>, seems 
tobeone which was built by o; the SeleucbJas up- 
on- the Tivrjs ; which, iong alter i. '.ricr desoiation of 
Old Babylon, was commonly to called, and 1 suppose 
not Ar irom 3eleucia; just as the later adjoinlna city 
Batulai has been and is often called by the same old 
name of BabyloftxItU thh - nry day. 


factor. But this zeal of Herod's did not flow 
from that principle, but because lie had been 
made governor of that country without having 
any just claim to it, he w'as afraid, and that 
upon reasons good enough, of a change in his 
condition, and so made what haste he could to 
get Hyreanus into his power, or indeed to put 
him quite out of the way ; which last thing 
he ellected afterw'ards. 

4. Accordingly, when Hyreanus came, full 
of assurance, by the permission of the king 
of Parthia, and at the expense of the Jews, 
who supplied him with money, Herod receiv- 
ed him with all possible respect, and gave him 
the upper place ut public meetings, and set 
him above all the rest at feasts, and thereby 
deceived him. He called him his father, and 
endeavoured, by all the ways possible, that he 
might have no suspicion of any treacherous 
design against him. He also did other things, 
in order to secure his government, w'hich yet 
occasioned a sedition in his own family ; for 
being cautious how he made any illusNious 
person the high-priest of Goil,t he sent lor 
an obscure priest out of Babylon, whose name 
was Anaiielus, and bestowed the high-priest- 
hood U}>on him. 

5. However, Alexandra, the daughter of 
Hyreanus, and wife of Alexander, the son or 
Aristohuliis the king, wi.o had also brought 
Alexander [two] children, could not hear this 
indignity. Now this son was one of the 
greatest comeliness, and was called Aristo- 
hulus; and the daughter, Hiariamne, was 
mariied to Herod, and eminent for her beauty 
also. This Alexandra was much disturhetl, 
and took this indignity oflered to her son ex- 
ceeding ill, that while he was alive, any one 
else should he sent to have the dignity of the 
high-priesthood conferred upon him. Ac- 
cordingly she wrote to Cleopatra (a musician 
assisting her in taking care to have her letters 
carried) to desire her intercession with Antony, 
in order to gain the high-priestliuod for her 
son. 

But as Antony was slow in granting this 
request, his friend Dellius| came into Judea 
upon some uflairs, and when lie saw Aristobu- 

f Here we have an eminent example of HercKrs 
worJclly and profane iKilitics, when by the abuse of liis 
unlawtiil ana usurpen power, to inakowhom bo pleoseti 
high-)>riest, in the person of Ananelus, he oceasioneii 
such disturbances in his kingdom, and in his own fa- 
niily, suflered him to enjoy no lasting peace or tran- 
ouifUty ever afterwards: ami such is frequently the et- 
tect of profane court-politics about matters of religian 
in other ages and nations. Tbe Old Testament w fui' 
of tfie miseries of the people of the Jews derived irmn 
such court-politics, esjiecimly in and after the d.'iys m 
Jeroboam, the son Of Nebat, •* who made Israel to ain ; 
who gave the most pernicious exanijde of it; wno 
brought on the grossest corruption of religion by 
and the punishment of whose fiimily for it was most 
markable. The case is too well known to stand m need 
of particular citations. , . i, 

t Of this wicked Ueiiius, aee the note on Uie War, 
i, ch. XV, sect. 3 
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his, he stood in admiration at the tallness and 
handsomeness of Uie child, and no less at 
Mariamne, the king's wife, and was open in 
his commendations of Alexandra, as the mo> 
ther of most beautiful children ; and when 
she came to discourse with him, he persuaded 
her to get pictures drawn of them both, and 
to send them to Antony, for that when he saw 
them, he would deny her nothing that she 
would ask. Accordingly, Alexandra was e- i 
levated with tliese w'ords of his, and sent the I 
pictures to Antony. Delliua also talked ex-1 
travagantly, and said that these children seem- 
ed not derived from men, but from some god 
or other. Ilis design in doing so was to 
entice Antony into lewd pleasures with them, 
who was ashamed to send for the damsel, as 
being the wife of Herod, and avoided it, be- 
cause of the reproaches he should have from 
Cleopatra on that account; but he sent, in 
the most decent manner he could, for the 
young man ; but added this withal, unless 
he thought it hard upon him so to do. When 
this letter was brought to Herod, he did not 
think it safe for him to send one so handsome 
as was Aristobulus, in the prime of his life, 
for he was sixteen years of age, and of so noble 
a family, and particularly not to Antony, the 
ptincipal man among the Homans, and 
that would abuse him in his amours, and be- 
sides, one that openly indulged himself in such 
[ileusurcs as his power allowed him, without 
controul. He therefore wrote back to him, 
that if lliis boy should only go out of the 
country, all would be in a state of war and up- 
roar ; because the Jews were in hopes of a 
change in the goveriiiiierit, and to have another 
king over them. 

7. When Herod had thus excused himself 
to Antony, he resolved that he would not en- 
tirely permit the child of Alexandra to be 
treated dishonourably : but his wife Muriam- 
nc lay vehemently at hi. a to restore the high- 
pvicsti)ood to her brother ; and he judged it 
was for ilis advantage so to do, because, if be 
once had that dignity, he could not go out of 
tile country. So he called all his friends to- 
gether, and told them that Alexandra privately 
conspired against his royal authority, and en- 
deavoured, by the means of Cleopatra, so to 
hrlii^ it about, that he might lie deprived of 
the government, and that by Antony’s means | 
this youth might have tiie inaiiugemeiU of pub- ; 
lie afliiirs in his stead ; and iluit this proce- 
dure of hers was^unjust, since she would at 
the same time deprive her daughter of the dig- 
nity she now had, and would bring distur- 
bances upon the kingdom, for which he had 
htken a great deal of pains, and had gotten it 
"tih extraordinary hazards ; that yet, while 
uo well remembered her wicked practices, hr 
''ould not leave oil* doing what was right hini- 
but would even now give the youtli the 
rngh-priesthood ; and that he formerly set up 
Anauelus, because Aristobulus was then so 


very young a child. Now when he iiad said 
this, not at random, but as he thought with 
the best discretion he had, in order to deceive 
tile women, and those friends whom he had 
taken to consult withal, Alexandra, out of 
the great joy she had at this unexpected pro- 
mise, and out of fear from the suspicions she 
lay under, fell a weeping ; and made the fol- 
lowing apology for herself, and said, that as 
to tlie [high] priesthood, she was very much 
concerned fur the disgrace her sun was under, 
and BO did her utmost endeavours to procure 
it for him, but that as to the kingdom, she 
had made no attempts, and that if it were 
offered her [for her son], she would not ac- 
cept it ; and that now she would be satisfied 
with her son's dignity, while he himself held 
the civil government, and she had thereby the 
security that arose from his peculiar ability in 
governing, to all the remainder of her fami- 
ly : that she was now overcome by his bene- 
fits, and thankfully accepted of this honour 
shown by him to her son, and that she v\*ould 
thereafter bo entirely obedient; and she de- 
sired him to excuse her, if the nobility of her 
family, and that freedom of acting w hich she 
thought that allowed her, had made her act 
j too precipitately and imprudently in this mat- 
ter. So when they had spoken thus to one 
another, they came to an agreement ; and adl 
suspicions, so far as appeared, were vanished 


CHArTEll 111. 

HOW HEROD, UPON HIS MAKING ARISTOBULUS 
HlGli-PRlEST, TOOK CARE THAT HE SHOULD 
BE MURDERED IN A LITTLE TIME; AND 
WHAT APOLOGY HE i'lADE TO ANTONY 
ABOUT ARISTOBULUS : AS ALSO CONCERNING 
JOSEPH AND MARIAMNE. 

§ 1. So king Herod immediately took the 
high-priesthood away from Ananelus, who, 
as we said before, was not of this country, 
but one of those Jews that had been carri^ 
captive beyond Euphrates ; for there were not 
a few ten thousands of this people that had 
been carried captives, and dwelt about Baby- 
i lunia, whence Ananelus came. He was one 
I of tile stock of the high-priests,* and had been 

* When Josephus s&ys here that thU Ananehi^ the 
new high-priest, was “ of the stock of the high-priests,** 
and since he hod been hi&t telling us tnut he was a 
priest of on obscure fatnily or character (eh. ii, sect. 4), 
It is nut at all probable that he could so soon say that 
j he was “of the stock of the high-prlests.** However, 
Josephus here makes a remarkable observation, tluit 
I this Ananelus wa» Uie third ttiat was ever unjusUy and 
wickedly turned out of tl\e high-priesthood by the civil 
l>ower, no king or governor having ventured to do so. 
that Josephus knew of. but that heathen tyrant and 
persecutor Antiix'hus Gpiphanes; that barbarous par- 
ricide Aristobulus, the first that took royal authority 
among the Maccabees ; and this tyrant king Herod the 
Great, aldiough afterward that infamous practice be- 
came frequent, till the very destruction of Jerusalem 
when the ofilcc of high-pricstliood was at an eud, 
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of old a particular friend of Herod ; and 
when he was first made king, he conferred 
that dignity upon him, and now put liim out 
of it again, in order to quiet the troubles in 
his family, though what he did was plainly 
unlawful, for at no other time [of old] was 
any one that had once been in that dignity 
deprived of it. It was Antiochus Epiphanes 
who first broke that law, and deprived Jesus, 
and made his brother Onias high-priest in his 
stead. Aristobiilus was the second that did 
so, and took that dignity from his brother 
[Hyreanus] ; and this Herod was the third 
who took that high office away [from Anane- 
lus], and gave it to this young man, Aristo- 
bulus, in his stead. 

2. And now Herod seemed to have healed 
the divisions in his family ; yet w'as he not 
w'ithout suspicion, as is frequently the case 
of people seeming to be reconciled to one 
another, but thought that, as Alexandra had 
already made attempts tending to innovations, 
so did he fear that she would go on therein, 
if she found a fit opportunity for so doing ; 
so he gave a command that she should dwell 
in the palace, and meddle with no public af- 
fairs. her guards also were so careful, that 
nothing she did in private life ffvery day was 
concealed. All these hardships put her out 
of patience, by little and little, and slic began 
to hate Herod ; for as she had the pride of a 
w'oman to the utmost degree, she had great 
indignation at this suspicious guard that was 
about her, as desirous rather to undergo any 
thing that could befall her than to be depriv- 
ed of her liberty of speech, and, under the 
notion of an honorary guard, to live in a state 
of slavery and terror. She therefore sent to 
Cleopatra, and made a long complaint of the 
circumstances she was in, and entreated her 
to do her utmost for her assistance. Cleo- 
patra hereupon advised her to take her son 
with her, and come away immediately to her 
into Egypt. This advice pleased her ; and 
she had this contrivance for getting away ; 
She got two coffins made, as if they were to 
carry away two dead bodies, and put herself 
into one, and her son into the other, and gave 
orders to such of her servants as knew of her 
intentions, to carry them away in the night- 
time. Now their road was to be thence to 
the sea-side ; and there was a ship ready to 
carry them into Egypt. Now ^sop, one of 
her servants, happened to fall upon Sabion, 
one of her friends, and spake of this matter 
to him, as thinking he had known of it before. 
When Sabion knew this (who had formerly 
been an enemy of Herod, and had been e- 
steemed one of those that laid snares for and 


the very fact ; but still he passed by her of- 
fence: and though he had a great mind to 
do it, he durst not inflict any thing that was 
severe upon her, for he knew that Cleopatra 
would not bear that he should have her ac- 
cused, on account of her hatred to him ; but 
made a show as if it were rather the generosi- 
ty of his soul, and his great moderation, that 
made him forgive them. However, he fully 
proposed to himself to put this young man 
out of the w'ay, by one means or other ; but 
he thought he might in all probability be bet- 
ter concealed in doing it, if he did it not pre- 
sently nor immediately after what had lately 
happened. 

3. And now, upon the approach of the 
feast of tabernacles, which is a festival very 
much observed among us, he let those days 
pass over, and both he and the rest of the 
people w'cre therein very merry ; yet did the 
envy which at this time arose in him, cause 
him to make haste to do what he was about, 
and provoke him to it ; fur when this youth, 
Aristobiilus, who was now in the seveuleentli 
year of his age, went up to the altar, accord- 
ing to tlie law, to offer the sacrifices, and this 
with the ornaments of his high-priesthood, 
and when he performed the sacred olHces,* 
he seemed to )>e exceeding comely, and taller 
than men usually were at that age, and to ex- 
hibit in his countenance a great deal of that 
high family he was sprung from, — a warm 
zeal and afi'ection towards him appeared 
among the people, and the memory of the 
actions of his grandfather Aristobulus was 
fresh in their minds ; and their atfections got 
so far the mastery of them, that they could 
not forbear to show their inclinations to him. 
They at once rejoictd and were confounded, 
and mingled with good wishes their joyful :ic* 
clamations which they made to him, till tiic 
good-will of the multitude was made loo evi- 
dent; and they more rashly proclaimed the 
happiness they hud received from his family 
than was fit under a monarchy to have doiie. 
Upon all this, Herod resolved to complete 
wiiat he had intended against the young man. 
When therefore the festival was over, and he 
was feasting at Jericho ■)* with Alexandra, who 
entertained him tliere, he was then very plea- 
sant with the young man, and drew him into 
a lonely place, and at the same time played 
with him in a juvenile and ludicrous manner. 
Now the nature of that place was hotter than 
ordinary; so they went ouf in a body, and of 
a sudden, and in a vein of madness ; and as 
they stood by the fish ponds,, of which there 
were large ones about the house, they went to 
cool themselves [by bathing], because it was 


gave (he poison to [his father] Antipater, he 
eipected that this disc'<v(.'rv w'ould change 

Heroes hatred into tinting.. , ho told the '’f ciM 

king of this private Stratagem of Alexandra: — i *i.ia ..ven 

whereupon he suffered her to proceed to the 
execution of her pri/ject, and caught her in cuo cok Jericho* 


This entirely confutes the Talmudists, who pretend 
tliat no one under twenty years of ago could ollicjaic as 


drowning was at Jordan, not at Jericho, and this even 

when he quotes Josephus. I suspect the 

the Hebrew chronicie mistook the name, and wrote JO 
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in the midst of a hot day. At first they were 
only spectators of Herod’s servants and ac- ! 
quaintance as they were swimming ; but after j 
a while, the young man, at the instigation of | 
Herod, went into the water among them, 
while such of Herod’s acquaintance as he had 
appointed to do it, dipped him as he was swim- 
ming, and plunged him under water, in the 
dark of the evening, as if it had been done in 
sport only ; nor did they desist till he was en- 
tirely suffocated. And thus was Aristobulus 
murdered, having lived no more in all than 
eighteen yeais,* and kept the high-priesthood 
one year only ; which high-priestliood Anane- 
lijs now recovered again. 

4. When this sad accident was told the 
women, tlieir joy was soon changed into la- 
mentation, at the sight of the dead body that 
lay before them, and their sorrow was immo- 
derate. The city also [of Jerusalem], upon 
the spreading of this news, was in very great 
grief, every family looking on this calamity as 
if it had not belongod to another, but that one 
of themselves was slain ; but Alexandra was 
more deeply affected, upon her knowledge 
that he had been destroyed [on purpose]. Her 
sorrow was greater than that of others, by her 
knowing how the murder was cominiltcd ; but 
hlic was under the necessity of bearing up un- 
der it, out of her prospect of a greater mis- 
chief that might otherwise follow ; and she 
sometimes came to an inclination to destroy 
herself w ith her ow^n hand, but still she re- 
strained herself, in hopes she might live long 
enough to revenge the unjust murder thus 
privately comniltted ; nay, she further resolved 
to endeavour to live longer, and to give no 
occasion to think she suspected that her son 
was Klain on purpose, and supposed that she 
might thereby be in a capacity of revenging 
it at a proper ojiportunity. Thus did she i 
strain herself, that she might not be noted for 
entertaining any such suspicion. However, 
Herod endeavoured that none abroad should 
believe that the child’s dcatii was caused by 
any design of his ; and for this purpose he 
did not only use the ordinary signs of sorrow, 
but fell into tears also, and exhibited a real 
confusion of soul ; and perhaps his affections 
were overcome on this occasion, when he saw 
tlie child’s countenance so young and so beau- 
tiful, although his death was supposed to tend 
to his own security. So far at least this grie ‘ 
served as to make some apology for him ; and 
as for his funeral, that he took care should be 
very magnificent, by making great preparation 
for a sepulchre to lay his body in, and pro- 
viding a great quantity of spices, and burying 
many ornaments together with him, till tlie 
very women, w'ho were in such deep sorrow, 

* The reading of one of Jotcpliua’i Greek MSS. 
«?ein8 here to be right, that Aristobulus was ** not eigh- 
teen years old” when ho was drowneti, for he was not 
•vventecn when he was made high-prlcst fch. ii, sect 6 ; 
vh. in, »cct S> ; and he continued m that office but one 
vcw, as in the place before us. 


were astonished at it, and received in this way 
some consolation. 

5. However, no such things could overcome 
Alexandra’s grief ; but the remembrance of 
this miserable case made her sorrow both deep 
and obstinate. Accordingly, she wrote an 
account of this treacherous scene to Cleopatra, 
iiid how her son was murdered ; but Cleo- 
patra, as she had formerly been desirous to 
give her what satisfaction she could, and com- 
miserating Alexandra's misfortunes, made the 
case her own, and would not let Antony be 
quiet, but excited him to punish the child’s 
murder : for that it was an unworthy thing 
.hat Herod, who had by him been made a 
king of a kingdom that no way belonged to 
him, should be guilty of such horrid crimes 
against those that were of the royal blood in 
•cality. Antony was persuaded by these ar- 
guments ; and when he came to Laodicea, he 
sent and commanded Herod to cuine and 
make his defence as to what he had done to 
Aristobulus, for that such a treacherous de- 
sign was not well done, if he hiid any hand in 
it. Herod was now in fear, both of the ac- 
cusation and of Cleopatra’s ill-will to him, 
which was such that she was ever endeavouring 
to make Antony hate him. He therefore de- 
termined to obey his summons, for he had no 
possible way to avoid it ; so he left his uncle, 
Joseph, procurator for his government and for 
the public affairs, and gave him a private 
charge, that if Antony should kill him, he also 
should kill Mariamno immediately • for that 
he had a tender affection for this his wife, and 
was afraid of the injury that should be offered 
him, if, after his death, she, for her beauty, 
should be engaged to some other man : but 
his intimation was nothing but this at the 
bottom, that Antony had fallen in love with 
her, when he had formerly heard somewhat of 
her beauty. So when Herod had given Jo- 
seph ibis charge, and had indeed no sure hopes 
of escaping M'ith his life, he went away to 
Antony. 

6. But as Joseph was administering the 
public affairs of the kingdom, and for that 
reason was very frequently with Mariamne, 
both because his business requited it, and be- 
cause of the respects be ought to pay to the 
queen, he frequently let himself into discourses 
about Herod’s kindness, and great affection 
towards her ; and when the women, especial!/ 
Alexandra, used to turn his discourses into 
feminine raillery, Joseph was so over-desiroua 
to demonstrate the king’s inclinations, tliat he 
proceeded so far as to mention the charge he 
had received, and thence drew his demonstra- 
tion, tliat Herod was not able to live without 
her ; and that if he should come to any ill 
end, he could not endure a separation from 
her, even after he was dead. Thus spake Jo- 
seph. But the women, as was natural, did 
not take this to be an instance of Herod’s 
strong ail'ection for Uiem, but of * »s were 
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usage of them, that they could not escape d< 
struction, nor a tyrannical death, even when 
he was dead himself : and this saying [of Jo- 
seph] was a foundation for the women's se- 
vere suspicions about him afterwards. 

7. At this time a report went about the 
city of Jerusalem, among Herod’s enemies, 
that Antony had tortured Herod, and put 
him to death. This report, as is natural, di 
turbed those that were about the palace, but 
chiefly the women; upon which Alexandra 
endeavoured to persuade Joseph to go out of 
the palace, and flyaway with them to tiie ensigns 
of the Roman legion, which then lay encamped 
about the city, as a guard to the kingdom, un- 
der the command of Julius; for that by this 
means, if any disturbance should happen a- 
buut the palace, they should be in greater se- 
curity, as having the Homans favourable to 
them ; and that besides, they hoped to obtain 
the highest authority, if Antony did but once 
see Mariamne, by whose means they should re- 
cover llie kingdom, and want nothing which 
was reasonable fur them to hope for, because 
of tlicir royal extraction. 

8. Btit as they were in the midst of these 
deliberations, letters were brought from He- 
rod about all his affairs, and proved contrary 
to the report, and of what they before expect- 
ed ; for when he was come to Antony, he 
soon recovered his interest with him, by the 
presents he made him, which he had brought 
with him from Jerusalem; aud he soon in- 
duced him, upon discoursing with him, to 
leave oft’ his indignation at him, so that Cleo- 
patra's persuasions had less force than the ar- 
guments and presents lie brought to regain 
his friendship ; for Antony said, tliat it was 
not good to require an account of a king, as 
to the afl'uirs of his government, for at this 
rate he could be no king at all, but that those 
who had given him that authority ought to 
permit him to make use of it. lie also said 
the same things to Cleopatra, that it would 
be best for her not busily to meddle w’itli the 
acts of the king’s government. Herud wrote 
an acrount of these things; and enlarged 
upon the other honours which he had received 
from Antony : how he sat by him at his hear- 
ing causes, and took his diet with him every 
day, and that he enjoyed those favours from 
him, notwithstanding the reproaches that 
Cleopatra so severly laid against him, who 
having a great desire of his country, and ear- 
nestly entreating Antony that the kingdom 
might be given to her, laboured with her ut- 
most diligence to have him out of the way ; 
but that he still found Antony just to him, 
and had no longer any apprehensions of hard 
/r^atment from him ; and that ho was soon 
upon his return, with a firtiifr i ;ditional as- 
surance of bis favour to him, ii*.bis reigulug 
and managing public affairs; and that there 
was no longer any hope fur Cleopatia’s covet- 
4 >ut temfer, since on'' nad given her Cele- 
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Syria instead of what she desiretf; by w'hich 
means he had at once pacified her, and got 
clear of the entreaties which she made him 
to have Judea bestowed upon her. 

9. When these letters were brought, the wo- 
men left oft’ their attempt for flying to the Ro- 
mans, which they thought of while Herod was 
supposed to be dead ; yet w as not that purpose 
of theirs a secret; but when the king had 
conducted Antony on his way agafnst the 
Parthians, he returned to Judea, when both 
his sister Salome, and his mother, informed 
him of Alexandra’s intentions. &dome al- 
so added soracw'hat farther against Joseph, 
though it was no more than u calumtiy, that 
he had often had criminal conversation with 
Mariamne. The reason of her saying so was 
this, that she for a long time bare her ill-will ; 
for when they had diil'ereiices with one ano. 
ther, Mariamne took great freedoms, and re- 
proached the rest for the meanness pf their 
birth. Rut Herod, whose affection to Mari- 
ainne was alw.iys very warm, was presently 
disturbed at this, and could not bear tlic tor- 
ments of jealousy, but was still restrained 
from doing any rash thing to her by the love 
he had for her ; yet did his vehement affec- 
tion and jealousy together make him ask Mu- 
riamue by herself about this matter of Jo- 
seph ; but she denied it upon her oath, and 
said all that an innocent w'onuin could possi- 
bly sity in her own defence ; so that by little 
aud little the king was prevailed upon to 
drop the suspicion, and left off his anger at 
her; and being overcome with his passion for 
his w'ife, he made an apology to her for hav- 
ing seemed to believe what he had heard 
about her, and returned Ijer a great many 
ackiiowlcdgmenls of her modest behaviour, 
and professed the extraordinary aflection and 
kindness he had for her, tiil at last, as is 
usual between lovers, they both fell into tears, 
and embraced one another with a most ten- 
der aft’ection. Rut as the kirrg gavp more 
and more assuranci.s of las belief of her fide- 
lity, and endeavoured to draw her to a like 
confidence in liim, Mariamne said, Yet was 
tot that command thou gavest, that if any 
harm came to thee from AiUuay, I, who had 
been no occasion of it, should perish with 
thee, a sign of thy love to me When these 
w'ortJs were falleti from her, the kkig was 
.shocked at tiiem, and presently let her go out 
of his arms, and cried out, a^d tore his hair 
with his own hands, and said, that now he 
had an evident demonstration that Joseph had 
had criminal conversation with his wife; for 
(hat he would never have uttered what he had 
tuid him alone by himself, unless there had 
been such a great familiarity and firm confi 
dcncc between them. Atul while he was in 
this passion ho had liked to have killed his 
wife ; but being still overborne by his love to 
her, he restrained this hts passion, though not 
without a lasting grief and disquietness of 
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mind. Hpwever, he gave order to slay Jo- 
seph, without permitting him to come into his 
sight ^ and as for Alexandra, he bound her, 
and kept her in custody, as the cause of all 
tliis mischief. 


CHAPTER IV. 

JIOW CLEOPATRA, WHEN SHE HAD GOTTEN 
FROM ANTONY SOME PARTS OF JUDEA AND 
ARABIA, CAMF. INTO JUDEA ; AND HOW HE- | 
ROD GAVE HER MANY PRESENTS, AND CON- ! 
DUCTED HER ON HER WAY BACK TO EGYPT. | 

§ 1, Nnw Jit this time the affairs of Syria 
wiTo in confusion by Cleopatra’s constant ^ 
persuasions to Antony to make an attempt 
upon every body’s dominions; for she per- 
suaded him to take those dominions away j 
from thoir several princes, and bestow them; 
upon her ; and she had a mighty influence 
upon liini, by reason of bis being enslaved to 
her by bis affections. She was also by na- 
ture very covetous, anti stuck at no wicked- 
ness. She had idready poisoned her brother, 
because she knew tiuit he was to be king of 
Kgypt, and this when ho was but fifteen years 
obi ; and she got her sister Arsiooe to he 
slain, by the means of Antony, when she was 
.1 supplicant at Diana’s temple at Ephesus; 
for if tliere were but any hopes of getting mo- 
ney, she would violate both temples and se- 
pulchres. Nor was there any holy place that 
v/as esteemed tiiu most inviolable^ from which j 
she would not fetch the orn.aments it had ir 
it ; nor any place so profane, but was to suf- 
fer the most flagitious treatment possible from 
her, if it could but contribute somewhat to 
the covetous luimour of this wicked creature ; 
yet did not all this sufl;ce so extravagant a 
woman, who was a slave to her lusts, but she 
still imagined that she wanted every thing 
she could tliink of, and did her utmost to ] 
gain it; for wiiich reason she hurried Anta. 
:iy on perpetually to deprive others of their 
<lotninions, and give them to her ; and as she 
went over Syria with him, she contrived to 
get it into her possession ; so ho slew Lysa- 
nias the son of Ptolcwy, accusing him of his ; 
bringing the Parthians upon those countries. 
She also petitioned Antony to give her Judea 
and Arabia; axd in order thereto desired j 
him 10 take these countries away from tluir i 
piesent governors. As for Antony, he wasi 
so entirely overcome by this woman, that one j 
wou?d nut think her conversation only could | 
it, but that he was fiome way or o her be- 1 
"Itched todowha'sO- Vershe would haveblm;! 
yet ilid the grossest parts of her injustice make 
so ashamed, that he would not always 
nearken to her to do those flagrant enormities 
Wou^d have perstiadid him to. That 
fberefore he might not totally deny her, nor 


by doing every thing which she enjoined him, 
appear openly to be an ill man, he took some 
parts of each of those countries away from 
their former governors, and gave them to her. 
Thus he gave her the cities that were within 
the river Elcutlierus, as far as Egypt, except- 
ing Tyre and Siclon, which he knew to have 
been free cities from their ancestors, although 
she pressed him very often to bestow those on 
her also. 

2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus 
much, and had accompanied Antony in his 
expedition to Armenia, as far as Euphrates, 
she returned back, and came to Apamia and 
Damascus, and passed on to Judea; where 
Herod met her, and farmed of her her parts 
of Arabia, and those revenues that came to 
her from the region about Jericho. This 
country boars that balsam, which is the most 
precious drug that is there, and grows there 
alone. The place bears also palm-trees, both 
many in number, and those excellent in tlieir 
kind. When she was there, and was very 
often with Herod, she entleavoured to have 
I criminal conversation with the king : nor did 
I she affect secrecy in the indulgence of such 
sort of pleasures; and perhaps she had in 
some measure a passion of love to him, or 
j rather, what is most probable, slit* laid a treach- 
' erous snare for him, by aiming to obtain such 
I adulterous couversation from him ; however, 
i upon the w’hole, she seemed overcome with 
i love to him. Now Herod had a great while 
j borne no good-will to Cleopatra, as knowing 
that she w'as a tvoman irksome to all ; and at 
that time he thought her particularly W'ortliy 
of his hatred, if this attempt proceeded out or 
lust : he had also thought of preventing her 
intrigues, by putting her to death, if such 
were her endeavours. How'cver, he refused 
to comply with her proposals, and called a 
counsel of his friends to consult with them 
whether he should not kill her, now he had 
her in his power ; for that lie should thereby 
deliver all those from a multitude of evils i 
whom she was already become irksome, and 
was expected to be still so for the time to 
come ; and that this very thing would be 
much for the advantage of Antony himself, 
since she would certainly not be faithful to 
him, in case any such season or necessity 
should come upon him as that he should stand 
in need of her fidelity. But when he thought 
to follow this advice, Ids friends would not 
let him ; and told him, that, in the first place, 
it was not right to attempt so great a thing, 
and run himself thereby into the utmost dan- 
ger; and they laid hard .at him, and begged of 
him to undertake nothing rashly, fortlmi An- 
tony would never bear it, no, not though any 
I one should evidently lay before his eyes that 
' it was tor his own advantage ; and tha'. the 
! appearance of depriving him of her convorsa- 
I lion, by this violent and treacherous mctliod, 
would probably set his affections more on 1 
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flame than before. Nor did it appear that he of Actium was now expected, which fell into 
could offer any thing of tolerable weight in the hundred and eighty-seventh olympiad 
his defence, this attempt being against such a where Caesar and Antony were to fight for 
woman as was of the highest dignity of any the supreme power of the world j but Herod 
of her sex at that time in the world ; and as having enjoyed a country that was very fruit- 
to any advantage to be expected from such an ful, and that now for a long time, and having 
undertaking, if any such could be supposed received great taxes, and raised great armies 
in this case, it would appear to deserve con- therewith, got together a body of men, and 
demnationon accouiitof the insolence he must carefully furnished them with all necessaries, 
take upon him in doing it ; which consider- and designed them as auxiliaries for Antony; 
ations made it very plain, that in so doing he but Antony said he had no want of his assist- 
would And his government filled with riiis- ance ; but he commanded him to punish the 
chiefs, both great and lasting, both to himself king of Arabia, for he had heard, both from 
and his posterity, whereas it was still in his him and from Cleopatra, how perfidious he 
power to reject that wickedness she would was; for this was what Cleopatra desired, 
persuade him to, and to come off honourably who thought it for her own advantage that 
at the same time. So by thus affrighting He- these two kings should do one another as 
rod, and representing to him the hazards he great mischief as possible. Upon this mos- 
must, in all probability, run by this under- sage from Antony, Herod returned back, but 
taking, they restrained him from it. So he kept his army with him, in order to invade 
treated Cleopatra kindly, and made her pre- Arabia immediately. So when his army of 
sents, and conducted heron her way to Egypt, horsemen and footmen was ready, he march- 

3. Hut Antony subdued Armenia, and ed to Diospoli^ whither the Arabians came 

sent Artabazes, the son of Tigranes, in bonds, also to meet them, for they were not unap- 
with his children and procurators, to Egypt, prised of this war that was coming upon 
and ntKide a present of them, and of all the them ; and after a great battle had been 
royal ornaments which he had taken out of fought, the Jews had the victory ; but after- 
tfiat kingdom, to Cleopatra ; and Artaxias, ward there were gotten together another nu- 
the eldest of his sons, who had escaped at rnerous army of the Arabians, at Cana, which 
that time, took the kingdom of Armenia; is a place of Celesyria, Herod was informed 
who yet was ejected by Archelaus and Nero of this beforehand : so he marched against 
Ca'sar, when they restored Tigranes, his them with the greatest part of tl)e forces he 
younger brother, to that kingdom : but this had ; and when he was come near to Cana, 
happened a good while afterward. he resolved to encamp himself; and he cast 

4. Hut then, as to the tributes which He- up a bulwark, that he might take a proper 

rod was to pay Cleopatra for that country season for attacking the enemy ; but as he 
which Antony had given her, he acted fairly was giving those orders, the multitude of the 
w'ith her, as deeming it not safe for him to Jews cried out that he should make no delay, 
afford any cause for Cleopatra to hate him. but lead them against the Arabians. They 
As for the king of Arabia, whose tribute He- went with great spirit, as believing they were 
rod had undertaken to pay her, for some time in very good order ; and those especially were 
indeed he paid him as much as came to two so that had been in the former battle, and had 
hundred talents ; but he afterward became been conquerors, and had not permitted their 
very niggardly and slow in his payments, and enemies so much as to come to a close fight 
could hardly be brought to pay some parts of with them ; and when they were so tumultu- 
it, and was not willing to pay even them ous, and showed such great alacrity, the king 
without some deductions. resolved to make use of that zeal the multi- 

tude ihcn exhibited ; and when he had as- 
sured them he would not be behindhand with 
them in courage, he led them on, and stood 

CHAPTER V before them all in bis armour, all the regW 

ments following him in their several ranks; 
HOW HEROD MADE WAR WITH THE KING OF whereupon a Consternation fell upon the Ara- 
ARABIA, AND AFTER THEY HAD FOUGHT bians ; for when they perceived that the Jews 
MANY BATTLES, AT LENGTH CONQUERED were not to be conquered, and were full of 
HIM, AND WAS CHOSEN BY THE ARABS TO spirit, the greater part ‘of them ran away, 
BE GOVERNOR OF THAT NATION ; AS ALSO and avoided fighting ; and they had been 
CONCERNING A GREAT EARTHQUAKE. quite destroyed, had not Atlienio fallen upon 

the Jews, and distressed them ; for this man 
§ 1. Hereupon Herod held himself ready was Cleopatra’s general over the soldiers she 
to go against the king of Arabia, because of had there, and was at enmity with Herod, 
his ingratitude to him, and because, after all, and very wistfully looked on to see what the 
he would do nothing that was just to him, event of the battle would be. He had also 
although Herod made the Roman war an resolved, that in *ase the Arabians did any 
occasion of delaying his ow. for the battle thing thatw'as brave and successful, he would 
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lie still ; but in case they were beaten, as it 
really happened, he w^ld attack the Jews with 
those farces he had of his own, and with those 
that the country had gotten together for him; 
so he fell upon the Jews unexpectedly, when 
they were fatigued, and thought they had al- 
ready vanquished the enemy, and made a 
great slaughter of them ; for as the Jews had 
spent their courage upon their known ene- 
mies, and were about to enjoy themselves in 
quietness after their victory, they were easily 
beaten by these that attacked them afresh ; 
and in particular received a great loss in 
places where the horses could not be of any 
service, and which were very stony, and where 
those that attacked them were better acquaint- 
ed with the places than themselves ; and when 
the Jews had suffered this loss, the Arabians 
raised their spirits after their defeat, and re- 
turning back again, slew those that were al- 
ready put to flight ; and indeed all sorts of 
slaughter were now frequent, and of those 
Jiat escaped, a few only returned into the 
camp. So king Herod, when he despaired 
of the battle, rode up to them to bring them 
assistance, yet did he not come time enough 
to do them any service, though he laboured 
hard to do it ; but the Jewish camp was taken, 
so that the Arabians had unexpectedly a most 
glorious success, having gained that victory 
which of themselves they were no way likely 
to have gained, and slaying a great part of 
the enemy’s army ; whence afterward Herod 
could only act like a private robber, and 
make excursions upon many parts of Arabia, 
and distress them by sudden incursions, while 
he encamped among tiie mountains, and avoid- 
ed by any means to come to a pitched battle; 
yet did he greatly harass the enemy by his 
assiduity, and the hard labour he took id 
this matter. He aho took great care of his 
own forces, and used all the means he could 
to restore his affairs to their old state. 

2. At this time it was that the fight hap- 
pened at Actium, between Octavius Caesar 
and Antony, in the seventh year of the reign 
of Herod and then it was also that there 
was an earthquake in Judea, such a one as 
had not happened at any other time, and 
which earthquake brought a great destruction 
upon the cattle in that country. About ten 
tboiisand men also perished by the fall of 
houses; but the army, which lodged in the 
field, received no^lamage by this sad acci- 
dent. When the Arabians were informed of 
this, and when those that hated the Jews, and 
pleased themselves with aggravating the re- 
ports, told them of it, they raised their spirits, 
as if their enemy’s country was quite over- 

• The reader is here to take notice, that tins seventh 
year of the reign of Herod, and aU the other years of 
Ins reign, in Josephus, are dated from the death of An- 
tigonus, or at the soonest from the conquest of Anwo- 
nus, and the taking of Jerusalem, a few months tefore, 
•md never from his first obt^ning tlie kingdom at Rom^ 
above three years before, as some have weakly and 
hdudieiously dona 
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thrown, and the men were utterly destroyed, 
and thought there now remained nothing that 
could oppose them. Accordingly, they took 
the Jewish ambassadors, who came to them 
after all this had happened, to make peace 
with them, and slew them, and came with 
great alacrity against their army; but the 
Jews durst not withstand them, and were so 
cast down by the calamities they were under, 
that they took no care of their affairs, but 
gave up themselves to despair, for they had 
no hope that they should be upon a level 
again with them in battles, nor obtain any as- 
sistance elsewhere, while their affairs at home 
were in such great distress also. When mat- 
ters were in this condition, the king persuad- 
ed the commanders by his words, and tried 
to raise their spirits, which were quite sunk : 
and first he endeavoured to encourage and 
embolden some of the better sort beforehand, 
and then ventured to make a speech to the 
multitude, which he had before avoided to 
do, lest he should find them uneasy thereat, 
because of the misfortunes which had happen- 
ed ; *so he made a consolatory speech to the 
multitude, in the manner following: — 

3. ** You are not unacquainted, my fellow- 
soldiers, that we have had, nut long since, 
many accidents that have put a stop to what 
we are about ; and it is probable, that even 
those that are most distinguished above others 
for their courage, can hardly keep up their 
spirits in such circumstances; but since we 
cannot avoid fighting, and nothing that hath 
happened is of such a nature but it may by 
ourselves be recoyered into a good state, and 
this by one brave action only well performed, 
1 have proposed to myself both to give you 
some encouragement, and, at the same time, 
some information ; i)oth which parts of my 
design will tend to this point, that you may 
still continue in your own proper fortitude. 
1 will then, in the first place, demonstrate to 
you, that this war is a just one on our side, 
and that on this account it is a war of neces- 
sity, and occasioned by the injustice of our 
adversaries; for, if you be once satisfied ot 
this, it will be a real cause of alacrity to you ; 
after which I will farther demonstrate, that 
the misfortunes we are under are of no great 
consequence, and that we have the greatest 
reason to hope for victory. 1 shall begin 
with the first, and appeal to yourselves as 
witnesses to what 1 shall say. You are not 
ignorant certainly of the wickedness of th«f 
Arabians, which is to that degree as to appear 
incredible to all other men, and to include 
somewhat that shoves the grossest barbarity 
and ignorance of God. The chief things 
wherein they have affronted us have arisen 
from covetousness and envy ; and they have 
attacked us in an insidious manner, and on 
Uie sudden. And what occasion is there for 
me to mention many instances of such their 
procedure? When they were in danger of 
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losing their own government of themselves, 
and of joeing slaves to Cleopatra, what others 
were they that freed them from that fear ? for 
it was the friendship I had witli Antony, and 
the kind disposition he was in towards us, 
that hath been the occasion that even these 
Arabians have not been utterly undone, An- 
tony being unwilling to undertake any thing 
which might be suspected by us of unkind- 
ness: but when he had a mind to bestow 
some parts of each of our dominions on Cleo- 
patra, I also managed that matter so, that by 
giving him presents of my own, I might ob- 
tain a security to both nations, while .1 under- 
took myself to answer for the money, and 
gave him two hundred talents, and became 
surety for those two hundred more which 
were imposed upon the land that was subject 
to this tribute : and this they have defrauded 
us of, although it was not reasonable that 
Jews should pay tribute to any man living, 
or allow part of their land to be taxable ; but 
although that was to be, yet ouglit we not to 
pay tribute for these Arabians, whom we have 
ourselves preserved; nor is it fit that\hey 
who have professed (and that with great in- 
tegrity and sense of our kindness) that it is 
by our means that they keep their principali- 
ty, should injure us, and deprive us of what 
is our due, and this while we have been still 
not their enemies but their friends. And 
whereas observation of covenants takes place 
among the bitterest enemies, but among 
friends is absolutely necessary,— this is not 
observed among these men, who think gain 
to be the best of all things, lot it be by any 
means wliatsoever, and that injustice is no 
harm, if they may but get money by it : is it 
therefore a question with you, whether the 
unjust are to be punished or not? when God 
himself hath declared his mind that so it ought 
to be,— and hath commanded that we ever 
should hate injuries and injustice, which is 
not only just but necessary in wars between 
several nations ; for these Arabians have done 
what both the reeks and Barbarians own to 
be an instance of the grossest wickedness, 
with regard to our ambassadors, whom they 
have beheaded, while the Greeks declare that 
such ambassadors are sacred and inviolable. * 
And for ourselves, we have learned from God 
the most excellent of our doctrines, and Uie 
most holy part of our law, by angels or am- 
bassadors ; for this name brings God to the 
knowledge of mankind, and is sufficient to 
reconcile enemies one to another. What 
wickedness then can be greater than the 
slaughter of ambassadors, who come to treat 
about doing what is right? And when such 
have been tlicir actions, howr is it possible 

Herod says here, that as amhissadors were sacred 
when they carricii messages to others, so dul the laws of 
the Jews derive a sacrcu authority by being delivered 
from God by angels [or divine atubaswaossT; whidi is 
St. Paul's pxpreiiion about the ‘ trr.f laws. Ual. Ui, 16 ; 
Hcb. ii. 9. 
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they can cither live securely in common life 
or be successful in war ? In my opinion, 
this is impossible. But perhaps some will say, 
that what is holy, and w'hat is righteous, is 
indeed on our side, but that the Arabians are 
either more courageous or more numerous 
than we are. Now', ns to this, in the first 
place, it is not fit for us io say so, for witji 
whom is what is righteous, with them is God 
himself; now, where God is, there is both 
multitude and courage. But to examine our 
own circumstances a little, w'e were conquer- 
ors in the first battle ; and when we fought 
again, they were not alile to oppose us, but 
ran away, and coultl not endure our attacks 
or our courage ; but w hen we had conquered 
them, then came Atiienion, and made war 
against us without declaring it ; and pray, is 
this an instance of their manhood, or is it not 
a second instance of their wickedness and 
treachery ? Why are we therefore of less 
courage, on account of that which ought to 
inspire us with stronger hopes ? and why are 
we terrified at these, who, when they fight 
upon a level, ore continually beaten, and 
when they seem to be conquerors, tliey gain 
it by wickedness ? and if we suppose that 
any one should deem them to be men of real 
courage, will not he be excited by that very 
consideration to do his utmost against them ? 
for true valour is not shown by fighting 
against weak persons, but in being able to 
overcome the most hardy. But then, if the 
disti*csses we are ourselves under, and the mi- 
series that have come by the earthquake, have 
affrighted any one, let him' consider, in the 
first place, that this very thing will deceive 
the Arabians, by their supposal that what 
hath befallen us is greater than it really is. 
Moreover, it is not right that the same thing 
that emboldens them should discourage us; 
for these men, you see, do not derive their 
alacrity from any advantageous virtue of their 
own, but from their hojie, as to us, that we 
arc quite cast down by our misfortunes ; but 
when we boldly march against them, we shall 
soon pull down their insolent conceit of them- 
selves, and shall gain this by attacking them, 
that they will not be so insolent when we 
come to the battle ; for our distresses are not 
so great, nor is wJiat hath happened an indi- 
cation of the anger of God against us, as 
some imagine ; for such tilings arc accidental, 
and adversities that come m the usual course 
of things ; ami if we allow' that this was done 
by the will of God, we must allow that it is 
now over by his will also, and that he is sa- 
tisfied with what hath already happened ; for 
bad he been willing to afflict us still more 
thereby, he had not changed his mind so soon. 
And as for the war wc are engaged in, he 
hath himself demonstrated that he is willing 
it should go on, and tJiut he knows it to be a 
just war ; for while some of the people in 
the country have perished, all you who wero 
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in arms have suffered nothing) but are al 
preserved alive ; whereby God makes it plain 
to US) that if you had universally) with your 
children and wives, been in, the anny) it had 
come to pass that you had not undergone any 
thing that would have much hurt you. Con. 
sider these 'things, and, what is more than all 
tlie rest, that you have God at all times for 
your protector ; and prosecute these men 
with a just bravery, who, in point of Friend, 
ship, are unjust, in their battles perfidious, 
towards ambassadors impious, and always in- 
ferior to you in valour.” 

4. When the Jews heard this speech, they 
were much raised in their minds, and more 
disposed to fight than before. So Herod, 
when he had offered the sacrifices appointed 
by the law,* made haste, and took them, and 
led them against the Arabians ; and in order 
to that, passed over Jordan, and pitched his 
camp near to that of the enemy. He also 
thought fit to seize upon a certain castle that 
lay in the midst of them, as Imping it would 
be for his advantage, and would tlic sooner 
produce a battle ; and that if there were occa. 
sion for delay, he should by it have his camp 
fortified ; and as the Arabians iiad the same 
intentions upon that place, a contest arose 
about it ; at first they were but skirmishes, 
after which there came more soldiers, and it 
proved a sort of fight, and some fell on both 
sides, till those of the Arabian side '^were 
beaten, and retreated. This was no small 
encouragcuumt to the Jews immediately ; and 
when Herod observed that the enemy's army 
were disposed to any thing rather than to come 
to an engagement, he ventured boldly to at- 
tempt the bulwark itself, and to pull it to 
pieces, and to get nearer to their camp, in 
order to fight them ; for when they were fore- 
cd out of their trenches, they went out in 
disorder, and had not the least alacrity, or 
hope of victory ; yet did they fight hand to 
hand, because they were more in number than 
the Jews, and because they were in such a dis- 
position of war that they were under a neces. 
sity of coming on boldly ; so they came to a 
terrible battle, while not a few fell on each 
side. However, at length the Arabians fied; 
and so great a slaughter was made upon their 
being routed, that they were not only killed 
by tiieir enemies, but became the authors of 
• 

* This piece of religion, the suppfieating God with 
werijRees, by Herod, before he w«it to ihi« fight with 
the Arabians, taken notice of also in the first book Of 
the War, ch. xix, sect. 5, is worth remarking, because 
It is the only example of this nature, so far as 1 remem- 
ber, that Josephus ever mentions in all his large and 
particular accounts cd this Herod : and it was when he 
had been in mighty distress, and discouraged by a great 
defeat of his former array, and by a very great earth- 
quake in Judea, such times of affliction making men 
most religious ; nor was he disappointed of his hopes 
here, but immediately gained a most signal victory over 
ffie Arabians, while they who just be/ore liatl so 
sreat victors, and so mudi elevated upon the earthquake 
m Judea as to venture to slay the Jewish ambnisiiaorB, 
were now under a strange oonatemation. and hardly 
Able to fi^it at alL 


their own deaths also, and were trodden down 
by the multjtude, and the great current of 
people in disorder, and were destroyed by their 
own armour ; so five thousand men lay dead 
upon the spot, wliile the rest of the multitude 
soon ran within the bulwark [for safety], but 
had no firm hope of safety, by reason of their 
want of necessaries, and especially r;f water^ 
The Jews pursued them, but could not get in 
with them, but sat round about the bulwark, 
and watched any assistance that would get 
into them, and prevented any there, that had 
a mind to it, from running away. 

5. When the Arabians w'ere in these cir. 
cumstances, they sent ambassadors to Herod, 
in the first place, to propose terms of accom. 
nodation, and after that to offer him, so press- 
ing was their thirst upon them, to undergo 
whatsoever he pleased, jf he would free tiieni^ 
from their present distress ; but he would ad- 
mit of no ambassadors, of no price of redemp- 
tion, nor of any other moderate terms what- 
ever, being very desirous to revenge those 
injusi actions which they had been guilty of 
towards his nation. So they were necessitated 
by other motives, and particularly by their 
thirst, to come out, and deliver themselves up 
to him, to be carried away captives ; and in 
five days’ time, the number of four thousand 
were taken prisoners, while all the rest resolv- 
ed to make a sally upon their enemies, and tu 
fight it out with them, choosing rather, if so 
it must be, to die therein, than to perish gra.* 
dually and ingloriously. When they had 
taken this resolution, they came out of their 
trenches, but c5uld no way sustain the fight, 
being too much disabled, both in ndnd and 
body, and having not room to exert them, 
selves, and thought it an advantage to be kill, 
ed, and a misery to survive ; so at the first^ 
onset there fell about seven thousand of them, 
after which stroke, they let all tlie courage 
they had put on before fall, and stood amazed 
at Herod's warlike spirit under his own cala- 
mities ; so for the future they yielded, and 
made him ruler of their nation ; whereupon 
he was greatly elevated at so seasonable a suc- 
cess, and returned home, taking great audio., 
rity upon him, on account of $0 bold and 
glorious an expedition as he-Mkd made. 

CHArXER VI. 

HOW HEHOl) SLEW HYRCANUS, AND THEN HAST 
ED AWAY TO C.ffiSAR, AND OBTAINED THE 
KINGDOM FROM HIM ALSO; AND HOW, A 
LITTLE TIME AFTERWARD, HE ENTERTAIN- 
ED CiESAR IN A MOST HONOURABLE MAN • 
NEE. 

§ 1. Herod's otlier affairs were now very, 
prosperous, and he was not to be easily as- 
saulted on any side. Yet did there come up- 
on bim a danger tliat would hazard his entire 

2 n 
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dominions, after Antony had been beaten at 
the battle of Actium by Csesar [ Octavian] ; 
for at that time both Herod’s enemies and 
friends despaired of his affairs, for it was not 
probable that he would remain without pu- 
nishment, who'had shown so much friendship 
for Antony. So it happened that his friends 
despaired, and had no hopes of his escape; 
but for his enemies, they all outwardly ap- 
peared to be troubled at his case, but were 
privately very glad of it, as hoping to obtain 
a change for the bettor. As for Herod him- 
self, he saw that there was no one of royal 
dignity left but Hyreaniis, and therefore he 
thought it would be for his advantage not to 
Bufi'er him to be an obstacle in his way any 
longer ; for that in case he himself survived, 
and escaped the danger he was in, he thought 
it was tiie safest way to put it out of the power 
^f such a man to make any attempt against 
him at such junctures of adairs, as was more 
worthy of the kiiigdotn than himself; and in 
ease he should be slain by Caesar, his envy 
prompted him to desire to slay him that would 
otherwise be king after him. 

2. While Herod had these things in his 
mind, there was a certain occasion afforded 
him ; for Ilyrcanus was of so mild a temper, 
both then and at other times, that he desired 
not to meddle with public affairs, n(»r to con- 
cern himself with innovations, hut left all to 
fortune, and contented himself with what that 
aiforded him ; hut Alexandra i^his daughter] 
was a lover of strife, and was exceeding de* 
sirous of a change of the government ; and 
spoke to her father not to bear for ever He- 
rod's injurious treatment of their family, but 
to anticipate their future hopes, as he safely 
might ; and desired him to write about these 
inmttcrs to Malchus, who was then governor 
of Arabia, to receive them, and to secure them 
I from Herod], for that if they went away, an 
Herod’s affairs proved to he, as it was likely 
they would be by reason of Caesar’s enmity to 
him, they should then be the only persons thai 
could take the government ; and this, both on 
account of the royal family they were of, and 
on account of the good disposition of the 
multitude to them. While she used these per- 
suasions, Hyreanus put off her suit ; but os 
slic showed that she was a woman, and a con 
tentious woman too, and would not desisi 
either night or day, but would always be 
speaking to him about these matters, and 
about Herod’s treacherous designs, she at last 
prevailed with him to entrust Dositheus, one 
of his friends, with a letter, wherein his re- 
solution was declared ; and he desired the 
Arabian governor to send him some horsemen, 
who should receive him, and conduct him to 
the lake Asphaltites, which is from the bounds 
of Jerusalem tlirce hundred furlongs ; and be 
did therefore trust Dosithe\is with his letter, 
because he was a careful ''^tendant on him, 
and on Alexandra, and had no small occasion 
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to bear ill-will to Herod ; for he was a kins- 
man of one Joseph, whom he had slain, and a 
brother of those that were formerly slain at 
Tyre by Antony : yet could not these motives 
induce Dositheus to serve Hyreanus in this 
affair ; for, preferring the hopes he bad from 
the present king to tliosc he had from him, he 
gave Herod the letter. , So he took his kind- 
ness in good part, and bade him besides do 
what he had already done, that is, go on in 
serving him, by rolling up the epistle and 
sealing it again, and delivering it to Malchus, 
and then to bring back the letter in answer to 
it; for it would be much better if he could 
know Malchus’s intentions also. And when 
Dositheus was very ready to serve him in this 
point also, the Arabian governor returned 
back for answer, that he would receive Hyr. 
.mnus, and all that should come with him, and 
even all the Jews that were of his party ; that 
ic would, moreover, send forces sufficient to 
secure tlicm in their journey ; and that he 
should be in no want of any thing he should de- 
sire. Now as soon as Herod had received 
this letter, he iinrncdialely sent for Hyreanus, 
and quesfiuned him about the league lie had 
made with Malchus ; and w'hcn he denied it, 
he showed iiis letter to the sanhedrim, and 
put the man to death immediately. 

3. And this account we give the reader, as it 
is contained in the commentaries of king He- 
rod ; but other historians do not agree with 
them, for they suppose that Horod did not find, 
but rather make, this an occasion for thus put- 
ting him to death, and that by treacherously lay- 
ing a snare for him ; for thus do they write 
That Herod and he were once at a treat, and 
that Herod had given no occasion to suspect 
[that he was displeased at him], but put this 
question to Hyreanus, Whether he had received 
any letters from Malchus f and when he an- 
swered that lie had received letters, but those of 
salutation only ; and when he asked farther, 
whether he had not received any presents from 
him ? and when he had replied, that he had re- 
ceived no more than four horses to ride on, 
which Malchus had sent him, they pretended 
that Herod charged these upon him as the crimes 
of bribery and treason, and gave order that he 
should be led away and slain And in order 
to demonstrate that he had been guilty of no 
ofi'cnce, when he was thus brought to his end, 
they allege how mild his temper had been ; 
and that even in his youth he had never given 
any demonstration of boldness or rashness, and. 
that the case was the same when he came to 
be king, but that he even then committed the 
the management of the greatest part of public 
affairs to Anlipater : and that he w'as now 
above fourscore years old, and knew that lie- 
rod’s government was in a secure state. He 
also came over Euphrates, and left those who 
greatly honoured him beyond that river, 
though he were to be entirely under Herod’s 
government ; and that it was a most incredible 
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Miiiig that he should enterprise any tiling by 
way of innovation, and not at all agreeable to 
his temper, but that this was a plot of He- 
rod’s own contrivance. 

4. And this was the fate of Hyrcanus ; and 
dins did he end his life, after he bad endured 
various and manifold turns of fortune in his 
ifetime ; for lie was made high-priest of the 
Jewish nation in the beginning of his mother 
Alexandras reign, who held the government 
nine years ; and when, after his mother’s 
death, be took the kingdom himself, and held 
it three months, he lost it, by the means ofj 
his brother Aristobulus. He was then re- 
stored by Pompey, and received all sorts ofj 
honour from him, and enjoyed them forty | 
years ; but when he was again deprived by 
Antigonus, and was maimed in his body, he 
was made a captive by the Parthians, and! 
thence returned home again after some time, 
on account of the hopes that Herod had given 
him ; none of which came to pass according 
to his expectation, but he still conflicted with 
many misfortunes through the whole course 
of his life ; and, what w'as the heaviest cala- 
mity of all, as we have related already, he 
came to an end which was undeserved by 
him. His character appeared to be that of a 
man of a mild and moderate disposition, who 
sulfercd the administration of affairs to be ge- 
nerally done by others under him. He was 
averse to much meddling with the public, nor 
hail shrewdness enough to govern a kingdom ; 
and both Antipater and Herod came to their 
greatness by reason of his mildness j and at 
last he met with such an end from them as 
was not agreeable either to justice or piety. 

5. Now Herod, as soon as ho liad put Hyr- 
canus out of the way, made haste to Caesar ; 
and because he could not have any hopes of 
kindness from him, on account of the friend 
ship he had for Antony, he had a suspicion of 
Alexandra, lest she should take this opportu 
nity to bring the multitude to a revolt, and 
introduce a sedition into the affairs of the king- 
dom ; so he committed the care of every thing 
to liisJjrother Pheroras, and placed his mother 
Cyprus, and his sister [Salome], and tlie whole 
family, at Massada, and gave him a charge, 
that if he should hear any sad news about 
him, he should take care of the government : 
hut as to Mariamiic his wife, because of the 
misunderstanding between him and his sister, 
and his sister’s mo^ier, which made it impos- 
sible for them to live together, he placed her 
at Aiexaiidriuni, with Alexandra her mother, 
and left his treasurer Joseph and Sohemus of 
Iturea, to take care of that fortress. These 
two had been very faithful to him from the 
beginning, and were now left as a guard to 
the women. They also had it in charge, that 
if they should hear any mischief had befallen 
him, they should kill them both ; and, as far 
as they were able, to preserve the kingdom 
for his sons, and for his brothar Pheroras. 
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6. When he had given them this charge, 
be made haste to Rhodes, to meet Caesar ; 
and when he had sailed to that city, ho took 
off his diadem, but remitted nothing else of 
his usual dignity : and when, upon his meet- 
ing him, he desired that he would let him 
speak to him, he therein exhibited a much 
more noble specimen of a great soul, for he 
did net betake himself to supplications, as 
men usually do upon such occasions, nor of- 
fered him any petition, as if he were an of- 
fender; but, after an undaunted manner, 
gave an account of what he bad done ; for he 
spake thus to Caesar : — That he had the great- 
est friendship for Antony, and did every 
thing he could that he might attain the go- 
vernment : that he was not indeed in the ar- 
my with him, because the Arabians had di- 
verted him, that he had sent him both 
money and corn, which was but too little in 
comparison of what he ought to have done 
for him; “for, if a man owns himself to be 
another’s friend and knows him to be a bene- 
factor, he is obliged to hazard every thing, to 
use every faculty of his soul, every member of 
his body, and all the wealth he hath, for him 
in which I confess 1 have been too deficient. 
However, I am conscious to myself, that so 
far 1 have done right, that I have not desert- 
ed him upon Ills defeat at Actium : nor upor 
the evident change of his fortune have I trans- 
ferred my hopes from him to another, bu' 
have preserved myself, though not as a valu- 
able fellow-soldier, yet certainly as a faithfu* 
counsellor, to Antony, when I demonstrates 
to him tliat the only way he had to save him 
self, and not lose all his authority, v\'as tc 
slay Cleopatra ; for when she was once dead, 
there would he room for hitn to retain his au- 
thority, and rather to bring thee to make a 
composition with him, than to continue at en- 
mity any longer. None of which advices would 
he attend to, but preferred his own rash reso- 
lutions before them, which have happened un- 
profitahly for him, but profitably for thee. 
Now, therefore, in case thou determinest 
about me, and my alacrity in serving Antony, 
according to thy anger at him, [ own there is 
no room for me to deny what I have done, 
nor will 1 be ashamed to owm, and that pub- 
licly too, that 1 had a great kindness for him ; 
but if thou wilt put him out of the case, and 
only examine how I behave myself to my be- 
nefactors in general, and what sort of friend 
1 am, thou wilt find by experience that we 
shall do and be the same to thyself, for it is 
but changing the names, and the firmness of 
friendship that we siiall bear to thee, will not 
be disapproved by thee," 

7. By this speed), and by his behavi- 
our, wliich showed Caesar the frankness of 
his mind, he greatly gained upon him, who 
was himself of a generous and magnificent 
temper, insomuch that those very actions 
which were the foundation of the accusation 



416 


BOOK XV 


ANTIQUITIES OF 

agaimt him, procured him Caesar's good- 
will. Accordingly, he restored him his dia- 
ilem again ; and encouraged him to exhi- 
bit himself as great a friend to himself as he 
had been to Antony, and then had him in 
great esteem. Moreover, he added this, that 
C^uintus Didius had written to him that He- 
lod had very readily assisted him in the affair 
• >f tlie gladiators. Bo when he had obtained 
such a kind reception, and had, beyond all his 
lio])es, procured bis crown to be more entirely 
and firmly settled upon him than ever, by 
Cffisar's donation, as well as by that decree 
of the Romans, which Csesar took care to pro- 
cure for his greater security, he conducted 
Ccesar on his way to Egypt, and made pre- 
sents, even beyond his ability, to both him 
und fils friends ; and in general behaved him- 
self with great magnanimity. also desir- 
ed that Ctesar would not put to death one 
Alexander, who had been a companion of 
Aiitony ; but Cassar had sworn to put him to 
death, and so he could not obtain that his pe- 
tition : and no\^ he returned to Judea ag?iin 
witli greater honour and assurance than ever, 
and affrighted those that had expectations to 
the contrary, as still acquiring from his very 
dangers greater splendour than before, by the 
favour of God to him. So he prepared for 
the reception cf Cassar as he was going out 
of Syria to invade Egypt ; and when he came, 
he entertained him at Ptoiemais with all royal 
magnificence. He also bestowed presents on 
the army, and brought them provisions in 
abundance. He also proved to be one of 
Caisar’s most cordial friends, and put the army 
in array, and rode along with Caesar, and had 
a hundred and fifty men, well appointed in 
all respects, after a rich and sumptuous man- 
ner, for the better reception of him and his 
friends. He also provided them w'ith what 
they should want, as they passed over the dry 
desert, insomuch that they lacked neither wine 
nor water, which lust the soldiers stood in the 
greatest need of; and besides, he presented 
Caesar with eight hundred talents, and procur- 
ed to himself the good-wili of them ail, be 
cause he was assisting to them in a much 
greater and more splendid degree than the 
kingdom he h.nd obtained could afford ; by 
vkhich he more and more demonstrated to 
Caesar the firmness of his friendship, and his 
readiness to assist him : and what was of the 
greatest advantage to him was this, that his 
lilKTality came at a seasonable time also ; and 
when they returned again out of Egypt, his 
assistances were no way inferinr to the good 
offices he had formerly done them. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

HOW HEROL SLEW SOHEMUS AND MAEIAMNE, 
AND AFTERWARDS ALEXANDRA AND COSTO- 
BARUS, AND HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS, 
and, at LAST, THE SONS OF BAfiA ALSO. 

§ 1. However, when he came into his king- 
dom again, he found his house all in disorder^ 
and his wife Mariamnc and her mother Alex- 
andra very uneasy; for, as they supposed, 
(what was easy to be supposed) that they were 
not put into that fortress [Alexadrium] for 
tlie security of their persons, but as into a 
garrison for their imprisunment, and that they 
had no power over any thing, either of others 
or of their own affairs, they were very uneasy ; 
and Mariamne, supposing that the king’s love 
to her was but hypocritical, and rather pre 
tendeil (as advantageous to himself) than real, 
she looked upon it as fallacious. She also 
was grieved that he would not allow her any 
hopes of surviving him, if he should come to 
any harm himself. She also recollected what 
commands he had formerly given to Joseph, 
insomuch that she endeavoured to please her 
keepers, and especially Sohemns, as uell ap- 
prised how’ all was in his power ; and at the 
first Soheinus was faithful to Herod, and ne- 
glected none of the things he had given him 
in charge. Rut when tlie women, by kind 
words, and liberal presents, had gained his 
affections over to them, he was by degrees 
overcome, and at length discovered to them 
all the king’s injunctions, and this on that ac- 
count principally, that he did not so much as 
hope he would come hack with the same au- 
thority he had before, so that he thought he 
sliould both bscape any danger from him, and 
supposed that he did hereby much gratify the 
women, who were likely not to be overlooked 
in the settling of the government, nay, that 
they would he able to make him abundant re- 
compense, since they must either reign them- 
selves, or be very near to him that should 
reign. He had a farther ground of hope also, 
thattliough Herod should have all the success 
he could wish for, and should return again, 
he could not contradict his wife in what she 
desired, for he knew that the king's fondness 
for his wife was inexpressible. These were 
the motives that drew Sbhemus to discover 
what injunctions had been given him. So 
Mariamne was greatly displeased to hear that 
there was no end of the dangers she was un- 
der from Herod, and was greatly uneasy at 
it, and wished that he might obtain no favours 
[from Caesar], and esteemed it almost an in* 
BUpportabJe task to live with him any longer; 
and this she afterwards openly declared, with- 
out concealing her resentment. 

2. And now Herod Bailed home with joy, 
at the unexpected good success he had bad ' 
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and went first of all, as was proper, to this his ingly. Now, when Herod was come into 
wife, and told her, and her only, the good Egypt, he was introduced to Csesar with great 
news, as preferring her before tlie rest, on ac- freedom, as already a friend of his, ard re- 
count of his fondness for lier, and the inti- ceived very great favours from him ; for he 
macy there had been between them, and sa* made him a present of those four hundred 
luted her ; but so it happened, that as he told Galatians who had been Cieopatra*8 guards, 
her of the good success he had had, she wasj id restored that country to him again, which, 
so far from rejoicing at it, that she rather was| by her means, had been taken away from him. 
sorry for it; nor was she able to conceal her He also added to his kingdom Gadara, Hip- 
resentments, but, depending on her dignity, pos, and Samaria ; and, besides those, the 
and the nobility of her birth, in return for maritime cities, Gaza, Anthedon, Joppa, and 
his salutations, she gave a groan, and declared Strato’s Tower. 


evidently that she rather grieved than rejoiced 
at his success,— and this till Herod was dis- 
turbed at her, as affording him, not only 
marks of her suspicion, but evident signs of| 
her dissatisfaction. Tills much troubled him, 
to see that this surprising hatred of his wife 
to iiiin was not concealed, but open ; and he 
took this so ill, and yet was so unnblo to bear 
it, on account of the fondness he had for her, 
tliat he could not continue long in any one 
mind, but sometimes was angry at her, and 
sometimes reconciled himself to her; but by 
always changing one passion for another, he 
was still in great uncertainty, and thus was 
entangled between hatred and love, and was 
frequently disposed to inflict punishment on 
her for her insolence towards him ; but being 
deeply in. love with her in his soul, he was 
not able to get quit of this woman. In 
short, as he would gladly have her punished, 
so was he afraid lest, ere he were aware, be 
should, by putting her to death, bring a hea- 
vier punishment upon himself at the same 
time. 

3. When Herod’s sister and mother per- 
ceived that he was in this temper with regard 
to Mariamm*, they thought they had now got 
an excellent opportunity to exercise their hat- 
red against her, and provoked Herod to wrath 
by telling him such lung stories and calum 
nics about her, as might at once excite his 
hatred and his jealousy. Now, though he wil- 
lingly enough heard their words, yet had not 
he courage enough to do any thing to her as 
if he believed them, but still he became worse 
and worse disposed to her, and these, ill pas- 
sions were more and more inflamed on both 
sides, while she did not hide her disposition 
towanls him ; and be turned his love to her 
into wrath against her ; but when he was just 
going to put this matter past all remedy, be 
heard ihe news (bat Csesar was the victor Ip 
the V ar, and that Antony and Cleopatra wore 
both dead, and that he had conquered Egypt ; 
whereupon he made haste to go to meet 
Caesar, and left the affairs of bis family in 
their present state. However, Mariamne re- 
commended Sohemus to him, as he was set- 
ting out on his journey, and professed that she 
owed him Uutnks for the care he had taken ofj 
tier, and asked of the king for him a place in 
the government ; upon which an honourable 
employment was bestowed upon him accord- 


4. Upon these new acquisitions, he grew 
more magnificent, and conducted Ca»sar ns 
far as Antioch ; but upon his return, as much 
|as his prosperity wasaugmented by the foreign 
idditions that had been made him, ^o much 
Ik* greater were ti»e distresses that came up- 
on him in his own family, and chiefly in the 
affair of his wife, wherein he formerly appear- 
:d to have been most of ail fortunate ; for the 
ffection he had for Mariamne was no way in- 
ferior to the affections of such as are on that 
account celebrated in history, and this very 
justly. As for her, she was in other respects 
a chaste woman, and faithful to him ; yet had 
she somewhat of a woman rough by nature, 
and treated her husband imperiously enough, 
because she saw he was so fond of her as t( 
be enslaved to her. She did not also con- 
sider seasonably with herself that she lived 
under a monarchy, and that she was at ano- 
ther’s disposal, and accordingly would behave 
herself after a saucy manner to him, which 
yet he usually put off in a jesting way, ond 
bore with moderation and good temper. She 
would also expose his mother and his sister 
openly, on account of the meanness of their 
birth, and would speak unkindly of them, in- 
somuch, that there was before this a disagree- 
ment and unpardonable hatred among the 
women, and it was now come to greater re- 
proaches of one another than formerly, which 
suspicions increased, and lasted a whole year 
after Herod returned from Cwsar. Howe- 
ver, these misfortunes, which had been kept 
under some decency for a great while, burst 
out all at once upon such an occasion as was 
now offered ; for as the king was one day 
about noon lain down on his bed to rest hitoy 
he called for Mariamne, out of the great af- 
fection he had always for her. She came in ac^ 
cordingly, but would not lie down by him ; 
and when he was very desirous of her compa- 
ny, she shewed her contempt of him ; and 
added, by way of reproach, tliat he had caused 
her father and her brother U be slain ;* and 
when be took this injury very unkindly, and 

* Whereas Mariamne ia here represented aareftroach- 
ing Herod with the murder of her father [Alexander], 
as well as her brother [Aristobulus], whUe it was her 
grandfather Hyreanus, and not her father Alexander, 
whom he caused to be slain (as Josephus himself in 
forms us, (Oil. vi, sect SI}, we must either take Zonara'a 
reading, which is here grandfather, rightly, or else we 
must as before (ch. f, tect. 1), allow a slip of Joaa. 
phus's pen or memory in the place before ua 
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was ready to use violence to her, in a precipi- 
tate manner, the king's sister Salome, ob- 
serving that he was more than ordinarily dis- 
turbed, sent in to the king his cup-bearer, 
who had been prepared long beforehand for 
such a design, and bade him tell the king how 
Mariamne liad persuaded him to give his as- 
sistance in preparing a love- pot ion fur him ; 
and if he appeared to bo greatly concerned, 
and to ask what that love-potion was, to tell 
him that she had the potion, and that he was 
desired only to give it him ; hut in case he 
did not appear to be much concerned at this 
potion, to let the thing drop ; and that if he 
did so, no harm should thereby come to him. 
When she had given hirti these instructions, 
she sent him in at this time to make such a 
speech. So he went in, after a composed 
manner, to gain credit to what he should say, 
and yet somcwliat hastily ; and said, that 
Mariamne had given him presents, and per- 
suaded him to give him a love-potion ; and 
when this moved the king, he said that this love- 
potion was a composition that she had given 
him, whose effects he did not know, which 
was the reason of his resolving to give him 
this information, as the safest course he could 
take, both for himself and for the king. 
When Herod heard what he said, and was in 
an ill disposition before, his indignation grew 
more violent; and he ordered that eunuch of 
Mariamne, who was most faithful to her, to 
be brought to torture about this potion, as 
well knowing it was not possible that any 
thing small or great could be done without 
him ; and when the man was under the ut- 
most agonies, he could say nothing concern 
ing the thing he was tortured about, but so 
far he knew, that Mariamne’s hatred against 
him was occasioned by somewhat that Soln 
mus had said to her. Now, as he was saying 
this, Herod cried out aloud, and said, that 
Sohemus, who had been at all other times th 
most faithful to him, and to his government, 
would not have betrayed what injunctions he 
had given him, unless he had had a nearer 
conversation than ordinary with Mariamne. 
So he gave orders that Sohernus should be 
seized on and shiin immediately; but he allow- 
ed his wife to take her trial ; and got together 
those that were most faithful to him, and 
laid an elaborate accusation against her for 
this love-potion and composition, which had 
been charged upon her by way of calumny 
only. However, he kept no temper in what 
he said, and was in too great a passion for 
judging weH about tliis matter. According- 
ly, when the court was at length satisfied that 
he was so resolved, they passed* the sentence 
of death upon her ; hut when the sentence 
was passed upon her, this temper was sug- 
gested by himself, and by some others of the 
court, that she should not be thus hastily put 
to death, but he laid in pric.^n in one of the 
fortresses belonging to the kiiigdoid ; but 
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Salome and her party laboured hard to have 
the woman put to death ; and they prevailed 
with the king to do so, and advised this out 
of caution, lest the multitude should be tu- 
multuous if she were suffered to live; and 
thus was Mariamne led to execution. 

5. When Alexandra observed how things 
went, and that there were small hopes that 
she herself should escape the like treatment 
From Herod, she changed her behaviour to 
quite the reverse of what might have been 
expected from her former boldness, and this 
after a very indecent manner ; for out of her 
desire to show how entirely ignorant she was 
of the crimes laid against Mariamne, slie 
leaped out of her place, and reproached her 
daughter, in the hearing of all the people; 
and cried out, that site had been an ill wo- 
man, and ungrateful to her husband, and 
that her punishment came justly u])on her 
for such her insolent behaviour, for that she 
had not made ptoper returns to him who had 
been their common benefactor. And when 
she had for some time acted after this hypo- 
critical manner, and had been so outrageous as 
to tear her hair, this indecent and dissembling 
behaviour, as was to he expected, was greatly 
condemned by the rest of the spectators, as it 
was principally by the poor woman who was 
to suffer ; for at the first she gave her not a 
word, nor was discomposed at her peevish- 
ness, and only looked at hci, yet did she, oi. 
of a greatness of soul, discover her concern 
for her mother’s ollence, and especially for 
her exposing herself in a manner so unbecom- 
ing her ; hut as for herself, she went to her 
death with an unshaken firmness of mind, 
and without changing the colour of her face, 
and thereby evidently discovered the nobility 
of her descent to the spectators, even in the 
last moments of her life. 

6. And thus died Mariamne, a woman of 
an excellent character, both for chastity and 
greatness of soul ; but she wanted modera- 
tion, and had too much of contention in her 
nature, yet had she all tlmt can be said in the 
beauty of her body, and her majestic appear- 
ance in. conversation ; and thence arose the 
greatest part of the occasions why she did 
not prove so agreeable to the king, nor live 
so pleasantly with him as she might other- 
wise have done ; for while she was most in- 
dulgently used by the king, out of his fond- 
ness for her, and did not expect that he could 
do any thing hard to her, she took too un- 
bounded a liberty. Moreover, that which 
most afflicted her, was what he had done to 
her relations ; and she ventured to speak of all 
they had suffered by him, and at last greatly 
provoked both the king's mother and sister, 
till they became enemies to her; and even he 
himself also did the same, on whom alone she 
depended for her expectations of escaping the 
last of punishments. 

7. But when she was once dead, the king** 
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affections for her were kindled in a more ouU more ready to lose their lives than to leave 


rageous manner than before, whose old pas> 
sion for her we have already described ; for 
his love to her was not of a calm nature, nor 
such as we usually meet with among other 
husbands ; for at its commencement it was of 
an enthusiastic kind ; nor was it, by their 
long cohabitation and free conversation to- 
gether brought under his power to manage ; 
but at this time his love to Mariamne seemed 
to seize him in such a peculiar manner, as 
looked like divine vengeance upon him for 
the taking &way her life ; for he would fre- 
quently call for her, and frequently lament 
for her, in a most indecent manner. More- 
over, he !)etIiought him of every thing he 
could make use of to divert his mind from 
thinking of her, and contrived feasts and as- 
semblies for that purpose, but nothing would 
suffice : he therefore laid aside the adminis- 
tration of public affairs, and was so far con- 
quered by his passion, that he w'ould order 
his servants to call for Mariamne, as if she 
were still alive, and could still hear them ; 
and when he was in this way, there arose a 
pestilential disease, and carried off the great- 
est part of the multitude, and of his best and 
most esteemed friends, and made all men sus- 
pect that this was brought upon them by the 
anger of God, for the injustice that had been 
done to Mariamne. This circumstance af- 
fected the king still more, till at length he 
forced himself to go into desert places, and 
there, under pretence of going a hunting, bit- 
terly afflicted himself ; yet had he not borne 
his grief there many days before he fell in- 
to a most dangerous distemper himself; he 
had an inilainmation upon him, and a pain in 
the hinder part of his head, joined with mad- 
ness ; and for the remedies that were used, 
they did him no good at all, but proved con- 
trary to his case, and so at length brought 
nim to despair. All the physicians also that 
were about him, partly because the medicines 
they brought for his recovery could not at alf 
conquer the disease, and partly because his 
diet could be no other than what his diseas* 
inclined him to, desired him to eat whatever 
he had a mind to, and so left the small hopes 
they had of his recovery in the power of tha' 
diet, and committed him to fortune. And 
thus did his distemper go on, while he was at 
Samaria, now cal|pd Sebastc. 

8. Now Alexandra abode at this time at 
Jerusalem ; and being informed what condi- 
tion Herod was in, she endeavoured to get 
possession of the fortified places that were 
about the city, which were two, the one be- 
longing to the city itself, the other belonging to 
the temple ; and those that could get them into 
their hands had the whole nation under their 
power, for without the command of them it 
was not possible to olfer their sacrifices ; and 
to think of leaving off those sacrifices, is to 
every Jew plainly impossible, who are still I 


off that divine worship which they have been 
went to pay unto God. Alexandra, there- 
fore, discoursed with those that had the keep- 
ing of these strong holds, that it was pro])cr 
for them to deliver the same to her, and to 
Herod's sons, lest, upon his death, any othei 
person should seize upon the government; 
and that upon his recovery none could keep 
them more safely for him than those of his 
own family. TIie§e words were not by them 
at all taken in good part ; and, as they had 
been in former times faithful [to Herod], 
they resolved to continue so more than ever, 
>otli because they hated Alexandra, and be- 
cause they thought it a sort of impiety to de- 
spair of Herod's recovery while ho was yet 
alive, for they had been liis old friends ; 
iind one of them, whose name was Acliiahus, 
was his cousin-german. Tlicy sent messen- 
gers, therefore, to acquaint him with Alex- 
andra's design ; so he made no longer delay, 
but gave orders to have her slain ; yet was it 
with difflculty, and after he had endured great 
pain, that he got clear of his distemper. He 
was still sorely afflicted, both in mind and 
body, and made very uneasy, and readier than 
ever upon all occasions to inflict punishment 
upon those that fell under his hand. He also 
slew the most intimate of his friends, Costo- 
barus, and Lysimachiis, and Gadias, who was 
also called Antipater; as also Dositheus, and 
that upon the following occasion. 

9. Costobarus was an Idumean by birth, 
and one of principal dignity among them, 
and one wiiosc ancestors had been priests to 
the Koze, whom tJie Idumcans had Lformer- 
ly] esteemed as a god ; but after Hyreanus 
had made a change in their political govern- 
ment, and made them receive the Jewish cus- 
toms and law, Herod made Costobarus go- 
vernor of Idumea and Gaza, and gave him 
his sister Salome to wife ; and this was upon 
his slaughter of [his uncle] Joseph, who had 
that government before, as we have related 
already. When Costobarus had gotten to be 
so highly advanced, it pleased him, and was 
more than he hoped for, and he was more 
and more puffed up by his good success, and 
in a little while he exceeded all bounds, and 
did not think fit to obey what Herod, as their 
ruler, commanded him, or that the Idumeaus 
should make use of the Jewish customs, or 
be subject to them. He therefore sent to 
Cleopatra, and informed her that the Idu- 
means had been always under his progenitors, 
and that for the same reason it was but just 
that she should desire that country for him of 
Antony, for that he was ready to transfer his 
friendship to her : and this he did, not be- 
cause he was better pleased to be under Cleo- 
patra’s government, but because he thought 
that, upon the diminution of Herod’s power 
it would not be difficult for him to obtaio 
himself the entire government over the Idii* 
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means, and somewhat more also ; for he rais* 
ed his hopes still higher, as having no smalt 
pretences, both by his birth and by these 
riches which he had gotten by his constant 
attention to filthy lucre; and accordingly it 
was not a small matter that he aimed at. So 
Cleopatra desired this country of Antony, 
but failed of her purpose. An account of| 
this was brought to Herod, wlio was there- 
upon ready to kill Cosiobarus ; yet, upon the 
entreaties of his sister and mother, he for- 
gave him, and vouchsafed to pardon him en- 
tirely, though he still had a suspicion of him 
afterward for this liis attempt. 

10. But some time afterward, when Sa- 
lome happened to quarrel with Cosfobarus, 
she sent him a bill of divorce,* atid dlsssolved 
her marriage with him, though this was not 
according to the Jewish laws ; for with us it 
is lawful for a husband to do so ; but a wife, 
if she departs from her husband, cannot of 
herself he married to another, unless her for- 
mer husband pul her away. However, Sa- 
lome chose not to follow the law of her coun- 
try, but tbe law of her authority, and so re- 
nounced her wedlock ; and told her brother 
Herod, that she left her husband out of lier 
good-will to him, because she perceived that 
he, with Antipater, and Lysiinachus, and Do- 
sitheus, were raising a sedition against him: 
as an evidence whereof, she alleged the case 
of the sons of Ilabas, that they had been by 
him preserved alive already for the interval of 
twelve years, which proved to be true. But 
when Herod thus unexpectedly heard of it, 
he was greatly surprised at it, and was the 
more surprised, because the relation appeared 
incredible to him. As for the fact relating to 
these sons of Babas, Herod had formerly 
taken great pains to bring them to punish- 
ment, as being enemies to his government ; 
hut they were now forgotten by him, on ac- 
count of the length of time | since he had or 
clercd them to he slain]. Now the cause of 
his ill-will and lintivd to them arose hence: 
that wliile Antigoniis was king, Herod, with 
his army, besieged the city of Jerusalem, 

* Here is a plain ex.-inqile of a Jewish lady giving a 
bill of divorce to her husband, though in tne days of 
Josephus it was not (^teemed lawful for a woman so to 
do. Sec the like among the Partliians, Antiq b. xviii, 
ch. ix, sect. 6. However, the Christian law, when it 
allowM divorce for adultery (Mat. v, 3 ^), allowerl the 
Innocent wife to divorce her guilty husband, as well as 
the innocent husband to divorce his guilty wife, as we 
learn from the shepherd of Hemiai (Mand. b. iv), and 
from the second apology of Justin Martyr, where a |»er- 
secution was brought upon the Christians «pon such a 
‘divorce; and I think the Roman laws permitted it at 
that time, as well as the laws of ('hristianity. Now this 
Babas, who was one of the race of the .Asamoneana or 
Maccabees, as the latter end of this s^tion informs us. 
If related by the Jews, as I ^r. Hudson here remarks, to 
have been so eminently religious in the Jewish way, 
that, ex<jept the day following the tenth of Tisri, the 
great day of atonement, when he seems to have suppos* 
^ all his sins entirely forgiven, he used every day the 
whole year to offbr a sacrifice for his sins of ignorance, 
or such as he supposed he guilty of, but did 

not distinctly remember. See ..omewhat like it of 
Af^jppa We On'nt, Antiq. b. xix.ch. lii, sect. 3; and 


where the distress and miseries which the 
besieged endured were so pressing, that the 
greater number of them invited Herod into 
the city, and already placed their hopes on 
him. Now, the sons of Babas were of great 
dignity, and had power among the multitude, 
and wore faithful to Antigonus, and were al- 
ways raising calumnies against Herod, and 
encouraged the people to preserve the govern- 
ment to tliat royal family which held it by 
nheritance. So these men acted thus politi- 
cally, and, as they thought, for their own ad- 
vantage ; but when the city was taken, and 
Herod had gotten the government into his 
own hands, and Costolianis was appointed to 
hinder men from passing out at the gates, and 
to guard the city, that those citizens that were 
guilty, and of the party opposite to the king, 
might not get out of it, — Costobarus being 
sensible that the sons of Babas were had in 
respect and honour by the whole multitude, 
and supposing that their preservation might 
be of great advantage to him in the changes 
of government afterward, he set (horn by them- 
selves, and concealed them in his o a u farms, 
and when the thing was s«si>ccted, ho assured 
Herod upon oath that he really knew nothing 
of tliat matter, and so overcame the suf^picions 
that lay upon him ; nay, after that, when the 
king had publicly proposed a reward for the 
discovery, and had put in practice all sorts of 
methods for searching out this matter, he 
would not confess it ; but being persuaded 
tliat when he had at first denied it, if the men 
were found, he should not escape unpunished, 
be was forced to keep them secret, not only 
out of his good-will to them, but out of a ne- 
cessary regard to liis own preservation also. 
But when the king knew llie thing, by his 
sister*s information, lie sent men to the places 
wrhere he had the intimation they were con- 
cealed, and ordered both them and those that 
w'ere accused as guilty w'ith them, to be slain, 
insomuch that there w ere now none at all left 
of the kindred of Ilyrcaniis ; and the king- 
dom was entirely in Herod’s own power, and 
there was nobody remaining of such dignity 
as could put a stop to what he did against the 
Jewish laws. 


CHAPTER yill. 

HOW tiJn men of the citizens [of jerusa- 
LEM] made a conspiracy against H£R0D» 
FOR THE foreign PRACTICES HE HAD IN- 
TRODUCED, WHICH WAS A TRANSGRESSION 
OF THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY. CON- 
CERNING THE BUILDING OF SEBASTE AND 
CESARKA, AND OTHER EDIFICES OF HEROD. 

$ 1. On this account it was that Herod re- 
volted from the laws of his country, and cor* 
rupted their ancient constitution, by the in* 
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troduction of foreign practices, which consti- 
tution yet ought to have been preserved in* 
violable ; by which means we became guilty 
of great wickedness afterward, wliile those 
religious observances which used to lead the 
multitude to piety, were now neglected : for, 
in the first place, he appointed solemn games 
to be celebrated every fifth year, in honour of 
Caesar, and built a theatre at Jerusalem, as 
also a very great amphitheatre in the plain. 
Botli of them were indeed costly works, but 
opposite to the Jewish customs ; for we have 
had no such shows delivered down to us as 
fit to be used or exhibited by us, yet did ho 
celebrate these games every five years, in the 
most solemn and splendid manner. He also 
made proclamation to the neighbouring coun- 
tric.s, and called men together out of every 
nation. The wrestlers, and the rest of those 
that strove for the prixes in such games, were 
invited out of every land, both by the hopes 
of the rewards there to be bestowed, and by 
the glory of victory to be there gained. So 
the principal persons that were tlie most emi- 
nent in these sorts of exercises, were gotten 
together, for there were very great rewards for 
victory proposed, not only to those that per- 
formed their exercises naked, but to those 
that played the musicians also, and were call- 
ed Jliyrndici } and he spared no pains to in- 
duce all persons, the most famous for such 
exercises, to come to this contest for victory. 
He also proposed no small rewards to those 
who ran for the prizes in chariot- races, when 
they were drawn by two, or three, or four 
pair of horses. He also imitated every thing, 
tiiough ever so costly or magnificent, in other 
nations, out of an ambition that he might 
give most pnl)lic demonstration of his gran- 
deur. Inscriptions also of the great actions 
of Caesar, and trophies of those nations which 
he had conquered in his wars, and all made 
of the purest geld and silver, encompassed the 
theatre itself : nor was there any thing that 
could be subservient to his design, whether it 
were precious garments, or precious stones set 
in order, which was not also exposed to sight 
in these games. lie had also made a great 
preparation of wild beasts, and of lions them- 
selves in great abundance, and of such other 
beasts as were either of uncommon strength, 
or of such a sort as were rarely seen, 'i'hese 
were prepared e^her to fight with one ano- 
ther, or that men who were condemned to 
death were to fight with them. And truly 
foreigners were greatly surprised and delight- 
ed at the vastness of the expenses here exhi- 
bited, and at the great dangers that were here 
seen ; but to natural Jews, this was no better 
than a dissolution of these customs for which 
they had so great a veneration.* It appeared 

* These grand plays, and sliows. and Thymeiici, or 

music-meetings, and cnariot-race8,when the chariots were 
arawn by two, three, or four pair of horses, Ac. insti- 
tuted fly Herod in his theatres, were still, as we see here, 
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also no better than an instance of barefaced 
impiety, to throw men to wild beasts, for the 
affording delight to the spectators ; and it ap- 
peared an instance of no less impiety, to 
change their own laws for such foreign exer- 
cises : but, above ail the rest, the trophies gave 
most distaste to the Jews; for as they iniagin- 
ed them to be images, included within the 
armour that hung round about them, they 
were sorely displeased at them, because it was 
not the custom of their country to pay ho- 
nours to such images. 

2. Nor was Herod unacquainted with the 
disturbance they were under; and, as he 
thought it unseasonable to use violence* with 
them, so he spake to some of them by way of 
consolation, and in order to free them from 
that superstitious fear they were under ; yet 
could not he satisfy tliem, but they cried out 
with one accord, out of their great uneasiness 
at the offences they thought he had been guilty 
of, that although they should think of bearing 
all the rest, yet would they never bear images 
of men in their city, meaning the trophies, 
because this was disagreeable to llie laws oC 
their country. Now when Herod saw tbem 
in such a disorder, and that they would not 
easily change their resolution unless they re- 
ceived satisfaction in this point, he called to 
him the most eminent men among them, and 
brought them upon the theatre, and showed 
them the trophies, and asked them, what sort 
of things they took these trophies to be ; and 
when they cried out that they were the images 
of men, he gave order that they should be 
stripped of these* outward ornaments whicii 
were about them, and showed them the naked 
pieces of wood ; w'hich pieces of wood, now 
without any ornament, became matter of great 
sport and laughter to them, because they had 
before always had the ornaments of images 
themselves in derision. 

3. When therefore Herod had thus got 
clear of the multitude, and had dissipated tiie 
vehemency of passion under which trfly had 
been, the greatest part of the people were dis- 
posed to change their conduct, and not to be 
displeased at him any longer ; but still some 
of them continued in their displeasure against 
him, for his introduction of new customs, 
and esteemed the violation of the laws of their 
country as likely to be the origin of very 
great mischiefs to them, so that they deemed 
it an instance of piety rather to hazard them- 
selves [to be put to death], than to seem as if 
they took no notice of Herod, who, upon the 
change he had made in their government, iti- 

Jooked on by the sober Jews as heathenish sports, an4 
tending not only to oorrupt the manners of the Jewish 
nation, and to bring them in love with paganish idola* 
try and paganish conduct of life, but to the dissolution 
of Uie law of Moses, and accordingly were greatly and 
justly condemned by them, as appears here and every 
where else in Josephus* Nor is the case of our modern 
masquerades, plays, operas, and tlie like ** pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world,” of any better tendeoey 
under O* istianity. 



422 ANTIQUITIES 

troduced such customs, and tliat in a violent 
manner, which they had never been used to 
before, as indeed in pretence a king, but in 
reality one that showed himself an enemy to 
their whole nation ; on which account ten 
men that w'ere citizens [of Jerusalem], con- 
spired together against him, and sware to one 
another to undergo any d.ingers in the at< 
tempt, and took daggers with tliem under 
their garments ' for the purpose of killing 
Herod], Now there was a certain blind man 
among those conspirators who had thus sworn 
to one another, on account of the indignation 
he had against what he heard to have been 
done; he was not indeed able to aflbrd the 
rest any assistance in the undertaking, but 
was ready to undergo any suflf’eriiig with them, 
if so be they should come to any harm, in- 
somuch that he became a very great encou- 
rager of the rest of the undertakers. 

4. When they had taken this resolution, 
and that by common consent, they went into 
the theatre, hoping that, in the first place, 
Herod himself could not escape them, as they 
should fall upon him so unexpectedly ; and 
supposing, however, that if they missed him, 
they should kill a great many of those that 
were about him ; and this resolution they 
took, though they should die for it, in order 
to suggest to the king what injuries he had 
done to the multitude. These conspirators, 
therefore, standing thus prepared beforehand, 
went about their design with great alacrity ; 
but there w'as one of those spies of Herod that 
were appointed for such purposes, to fish out 
and inform him of any conspiracies that 
should be made against him, who found out 
the whole affair, and told the king of it, as 
he W'as about to go into the theatre. So when 
he reflected on the hatred which he knew the 
greatest part of the people bore him, and on 
the disturbances that arose upon every occa- 
sion, he thought this plot against iiim not to 
be improbable. Accordingly, he retired into 
his pA^ce, and called those that were accused 
of this conspiracy before him by their several 
names ; and as, upon the guards falling upon 
them, they were caught in the very fact, and 
knew they could not escape, they prepared 
themselves for their ends with all the decency 
they could, and so as not at all to recede from 
their resolute behaviour, for they showed no 
shame for what they were about, nor denied 
it ; but when they were seized, they showed 
their daggers, and professed, that the conspi- 
racy they had sworn to was a holy and a pious 
action ; that what they intended to do w'as 
not for gain, or out of any indulgence to tlieir 
passions, but principally for those common 
customs of their country, which all the Jews 
were obliged to observe, or to die for them. 
This was what these men said, out of their 
undaunted courage in ibio conspiracy. So 
they were led away to execution by the king's 
ghards that stood about them^ and patiently 
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underwent all the torments inflicted on them 
till they died. Nor was it long before that 
spy who had discovered them, was seized on 
by some of the people, out of the hatred lliey 
bore to him ; and was not only slain by them, 
but pulled to pieces, limb A-om limb, and 
given to the dogs. This execution w'as seen 
by many of the citizens, yet would not one 
of them discover the doers of it, till upon 
Herod’s making a strict scrutiny after them, 
by bitter and severe tortures, certain women 
that W'ere tortured confessed what they had 
seen done ; the authors of which fact were so 
terribly punished by the king, that their en- 
tire families were destroyed for this tlieir rash 
attempt ; yet did not the obstinacy of the peo- 
ple, and the undaunted constancy they show- 
ed in the defence of their law'S, make Herod 
nny easier to them, but he still strengthened 
hiinself after a more secure manner, and re- 
solved to encompass the multitude every w'ay, 
lest such innovations should end in an open 
rebellion. 

5. Since, therefore, he bad now the city for- 
tified by the palace in which he lived, and by 
the temple which bad a strong fortress by it, 
called Antonia, and was rebuilt by bimself, 
he contrived to make Samuria a fortiess for 
himself also against all the people, and called 
it Sebaste, supposing that this place would be 
a strong-bold against the country, not inferior 
to the former. So be fortified that place, 
which was a day’s journey distant from Jeru- 
salem, and which would be useful to him in 
common, to keep both the country and the 
city in awe. He also built another fortress 
for the whole nation : it was of old called 
Strato’s 'lower ; but w'as by him named Ce- 
sarea. Moreover, he chose out some select 
horsemen, and placed them in the great plain ; 
and built [for them] a place in Galilee, called 
Gaba, with Ilcsebonitis, in Perea; and these 
were the places which he particularly built, 
while he always was inventing somewhat far- 
ther for his ow'ii security, and encompassing 
the whole nation with guards, that they might 
by no means get from under his power, nor 
fall into tumults, which they did continually 
upon any small commotion ; and that if they 
did make any commotions, he might know of 
it, while some of his spies might he upon them 
from the neighbourhood, and might both l)e 
able to know w'hat they we^e attempting, and 
to prevent it ; and when he went about build- 
ing the wall of Samaria, he contrived to bring 
thither many of those that had been assisting 
to him in his wars, and many of the people 
in that neighbourhood also, whom he made 
fellow-citizens with the rest. This he did, out 
of an ambitious desire of building a temple, 
and out of a desire to make the city more emi- 
nent than it had been before, but principally 
because he contrived that it might at once be 
for his own security, and a monument of his 
magnificence. He also changed its name, 
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and called it Sebaste. Moreover, he parted 
the adjoining country, which was excellent in 
its kind, among the inhabitants of Samaria, 
that they might be in a happy condition, upon 
their first coming to inhabit. Besides all 
which, he encompassed the city with a wall 
of great strength, and made use of the accli- 
vity of the place for making its fortifications 
stronger ; nor was the compass of the place 
made now so small as it had been before, but 
was such as rendered it not inferior to the 
most famous cities , for it was twenty furlongs 
in circumference. Now within, and about 
the middle of it, he built a sacred place, of a 
furlong and a half [in circuit], and adorned 
it with all sorts of decorations, and therein 
erected a temple, which was illustrious, on ac- 
count of both its largeness and beauty ; and 
as to the several parts of the city, he adorned 
them with decorations of all sorts also; and 
as to what vtas necessary to provide for his 
own security, he made the walls very strong 
for that purpose, and made it for the greatest 
part a citadel ; and as to the elegance of the 
Duildings, it was taken care of also, that he 
might leave monuments of the fineness of his 
taste, and of his beneficence, to future ages. 


CHAPTEH IX. 

CONCERNING THE FAMINE THAT HAD HAPPEN- 
ED IN JUDF.A AND SYRJA; AND HOW HE- 
ROD, AFTER HE HAD MARRIED ANOTHER 
WIFE, REBUILT CESAREA, AND OTHER GRE- 
CIAN CITIES. 

§ 1. Now on this very year, which was the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Herod, very 
great calamities came upon the country ; whe- 
ther they were derived Irom the anger of God, 
or whether this misery returns again natural- 
y in certain periods of time;*^ for, in the 
first place, there were perpetual droughts, and 
for that reason the ground w'as barren, and 
did not bring forth the same quantity of fruits 
that it used to produce ; and after this barren 
nes of the soil, that change of food which the 
want of corn occasioned, produced distempers 
in the bodies of men, and a pestilential disease 
prevailed, one misery following upon Uie 
back of another; and these circumstances, 
that they were destitute both of methods of 
cure and of food, made the pestilential dis- 
temper, which began after a violent manner, 
the more lasting. The destruction of men 
also, after such a manner, deprived those tliat 

* Here we have an eminent example of the language 
of Josephus in his writing to Gentiles, different from 
that when he wrote to Jews ; in his writing to whom he 
'till derives ail such judgments from the anger of Gotl ; 
but because he knew many of the Gentiles thought 
they might naturally come in certain periods, he com- 
plies with them in the following sentence. Set* the , 
»ote on the War, (b. i, ch xxxiii sect 2. j 
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survived of all their courage, because they 
had no w’ay to provide remedies sufficient for 
the distresses they were in. When therefore 
the fruits of that year were spoiled, and what- 
soever they bad laid up beforehand was spent, 
there was no foundation of hope for relief re- 
maining, but the misery, contrary to what 
they expected, still increased upon them ; and 
this, not only on that year, while they had 
nothing for themselves left [at the end of it], 
but what seed they had sown perished also, 
by reason of the ground not yielding its fruits 
on the second year.f Tliis distress they were 
in made them also, out of necessity, to eat 
many things that did not use to be eaten ; 
nor was the king himself free from this dis- 
tress any more than other men, as being de- 
prived of that tribute he used to have from 
the fruits of the ground; and having already 
expended what money he had, in his liberali- 
ty to those whose cities he had built ; nor had 
he any people that were worthy of his assist- 
ance, since this miserable state of things had 
procured him the hatred of his subjects ; for it 
is a constant rule, that misfortunes are still 
laid to the account of tliose that govern. 

2. In these circumstances, he considered 
with himself how to procure some seasonable 
help ; but this was a hard thing to be done, 
while their neighbours had no food to sell 
them ; and tiicir money also was gone, had it 
been possible to purchase a little food at a 
great price. However, lie tliought it his besc 
way, by all means, not to leave off bis endea- 
vours to assist his people ; so he cut off the 
rich furniture th jt was in his palace, both of 
silver and gold, insomuch that lie did not 
spare the finest vessels he had, or those that 
were made with the most elaborate skill of 
the artificers, but sent the money to Petroni- 
us, who had been made prefect of Egypt by 
Caesar ; and as not a few had already fled 
to him under their necessities, and as he was 
particularly a friend to Herod, and desirous 
to hove his subjects preserved, he gave leave 
to them, in the first place, to export corn, and 
assisted them every way, both in purcliasing 
and exporting the same ; so that he was the 
principal, if not the only person, who afford- 
ed them what help they had. And Herod, 
taking care the people should understand that 

f This famine for two years tiiat affected Judea and 
Syria, the thirteenth and fourteenth years of Herod, 
wnidi are the twenty-third and twenty-fourth years be- 
fore die Christian sera, seems to have been more terrible 
during this time than was that in the days of Jacob, 
Gen. xli, xlii. And what makes the comparison the 
more remarkable is this 'That now, as well as then, 
the relief they had was from Egypt also ; then from 
Joseph the govenior of Egypt, under Pharaoh king of 
Egy])t ; and now from Petrouius the prefect of Egypt, 
under Augustus, the Roman emperor. See almost the 
like case, Antiq. b. xx, ch. li, sect 6. It is aJso well 
worth our observation here, that these two years were a 
Sabbatic Year, and a year of jubilee, for which Provi- 
dence, during the theocracy, used to provide a triple 
crop beforehand; but which became now, when the 
Jews had forfeited that blessing, the greatest years of 
famine to them ever since the luiys of Ahab> 1 Kingly. 
Kvii« xviii. 
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this help came from himself, did thereby not 
only remove the ill opinion of those that for- 
merly hated him, but gave them the greatest 
demonstration possible of his good-will to 
them, and care of them ; for, in the first place, 
as for those who were able to provide their 
own food, he distributed to them their pro- 
portion of corn in the exactest manner; but 
for those many that were not able, either by 
reason of their old age, or any other infirmity, 
to provide food for themselves, he made this 
provision for them, that the liakers should 
make their bread ready for them. He also 
took care that they might not be liurt by the 
dangers of winter, since they were in great 
want of clolhing also, by reason of the utter 
destruction and consumption of their sheep 
mid goats, till they had no wool to make use 
of, nor any thing else to cover themselves 
withal. And when he had procured these 
things for his ow'ti subjects, he went farther, 
in order to provide necessaries for their neigh- 
bours ; and gave seed to tlie Syrians ; which 
things turned greatly to his own advantage 
also, this charitable assistance being afibrded 
most seasonably to their fruitful soil, so that 
every one had now a ])lentiful provision of 
food. Upon the whole, when the harvest of 
the land was approaching, he sent no fewer 
than fifiy thousand men, whom he had sus- 
tained, into the country j by which means he 
noth repaired the afHicted condition of his owm 
kingdom with great generosity and diligence, 
and lightened the afflictions of his neighbours, 
w'lio were under the same calamities; for there 
was nobody who had been in want, that was 
left destitute of a suitable assistance by him : 
nay, farther, there were neither any people, 
nor any cities, nor any private men, who were 
to make provision for the multitudes ; and on 
that account were in want of support, and 
had recourse to him, but received what they 
stood in need of, insomuch that it appeared, 
upon a computation, that the number of cori 
of wheat, of ten Attic medimni a-picce, that 
were given to foreigners, amounted to ten 
thousand ; and the number that was given in 
nis own kingdom was fourscore thousand. 
Now it happened that this care of his, and 
this seasonable benefaction, had such influ- 
ence on the Jews, and was so cried up among 
other nations, as to wipe off that old hatred 
w hich his violation of some of their customs, . 
during his reign, had procured him among 
all the nation, and that this liberality of his 
assistance in this their greatest necessity was 
full satisfaction fur all that he had done of 
that nature, as it also procured him great 
fame among foreigners ; and it looked as 
if these calamities that afflicted his land to a 
degree plainly incredible, came in order to 
raise his glory, and to be to bU great advan- 
tage: for the greatness .>♦’ his liberality in 
these distresses, which he now demonstrated 
beyond a!i expeeiation, did so change tlie dis- 


position of the multitude towards him, that 
they were ready to suppose he had been 
from the beginning not such a one as they 
had found him to be by experience, but 
such a one as the care he had taken of them 
in supplying their necessities proved him now 
to be. 

S. About this time it was that he sent five 
hundred chosen men out of the guards of his 
body as auxiliaries to Ctesar, whom A<^liiis 
Callus* led to the Red Sea, and who were of 
great service to him tliere. When therefore 
his affairs were thus improved, and were again 
in a flourishing condition, he built himself a 
palace in the upper city, raising the rooms to 
a very great height, and adorning them with 
the most costly furniture of gold, and marble 
scats, and beds ; and these were so large that 
they could contain very many companies of 
men. These apartments w'erc also of distinct 
magnitudes, and had particular names given 
them ; for one apartment was called Caesar’s, 
another Agvippa’s. II e also fell in love again, 
and married unothcr wife, not suflering his 
reason to hinder him from living as he pleased. 
Tlie occasion of this his marriage W'as as fol- 
lows : —There was one Simon, a citizen of 
Jerusalem, the son of one Boethus, a citizen 
of Alexandria, and a priest of great note there ; 
this man had a daughter, w ho was esteemed 
the most beautiful woman of that time ; and 
when the people of Jerusalem began to s})eak 
much in her commendation, it happened Uiat 
Herod was much afl’ected with what was said 
of her : and when he saw the damsel, he was 
smitten with her beauty, yet did he entirely 
reject the thoughts of using his authority to 
abuse her; as believing, what w’as the truth, 
that by so doing be should be stigmatized for 
violence and tyranny ; so he thought it best 
to take the damsel to wife. And while Simon 
was of a dignity too inferior to ho allied to 
him, but still too considerable to be despised, 
he governed his inclinations after the most 
prudent manner, by augmenting the dignity 
of the family, and making them more honour- 
able ; so he immediately deprived Jesus the 
son of Phabet of the higb-pricsthood, and 
conferred that dignity on Simon, and so join- 
ed in affinity with him [by marrying his 
daughter]. 

4. When this wedding was over, he built 
another citadel in that place w’here he had 
conquered the Jews, when'lie was driven out 
of his government, and Antigonus enjoyed it. 
This citadel is distant from Jerusalem about 
threescore furlongs. It was strong by nature, 
and fit for such a building. It is a sort of a 
moderate hill, raised to a farther height by 
the hand of man, till it was of the shape of a 

* This ^Uus Gallus seems to be no other than thal 
-®iu8 La^s whom Dio, speaking of as oontijicting w 
expedition that was about this time made into Arabia 
Felix, according to Petavius, who is here cited^ Spssi 
heim. See a full account of this expedition In Prid^u* 
at the years S3 and SX 
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ivoman’s breast. It is encompassed with cir- which he made to the Jews for these things 
cular towers, and hath a straight ascent up was this : — Tliat all was done, not out of Ids 
to it, which ascent is composed of steps ol own inclinations, but by the commands and 
polished stones, in number two hundred, injunctions of others, in order to please Caesar 
Within it are royal and very rich apartments, and the Homans ; as though he had not the 
of a structure that provided both for security Jewish customs so much in his eye as he had 
and for beauty. About the bottom there are the honour of those Romans, while yet he 
habitations of such a structure as are wel had himself entirely in view all the while, and 
worth seeing, both on otlier accounts, and also indeed was very ambitious to leave great 
on account of the water which is brought monuments of his government to posterity ; 
thither from a great way off, and at vast ex- whence it was that he was so zealous in build- 
penses ; for the place itself is destitute ol ing such fine cities, and spent such vast sums 
water. The plain Aat is about this citadel of money upon them. 

is full of edifices, not inferior to any city in 6. Now upon his observation of a place 
largeness, and having the hill above it in the near the sea, which was very proper for con- 
nature of a castle. taining a city, and was before called Straio’s 

5. And now, when all Herod's designs Tower, he set about getting a plan for a mag- 
had succeeded according to his hopes, he had nificent city there, and erected many edifices 
not the least suspicion that any troubles could wdth great diligence all over it, and this of 
arise in his kingdom, because he kept his white stone. He also adorned it with most 
people obedient, as well by the fear they stood sumptuous palaces, and large edifices for con- 
in of him, for he was implacable in the inflic- taining the people ; and what was the great- 
tion of his punishments, as by the provident est and most laborious work of all, he adorned 
care he had shown towards them, after the it with a haven, that was always free from the 
most magnanimous manner, when they were waves of the sea. Its largeness was not less 
under their distresses; but still he took care than the Pyrapum [at Athens] ; and had to- 
to have external security for his government, wards the city a double station for the ships, 
as a fortress against his subjects ; for the ora- It was of excellent workmanship; and this 
lions he made to the cities were very fine, and was the more remarkable for its being built 
full of kindness ; and he cultivated a season- in a place that of itself was not suitable to 
able good understanding with their gover- such noble structures, but was to be brought 
iiors, and bestowed presents on every one of to perfection by materials from other places, 
them, inducing them thereby to be more and at very great expenses. 'J’his city is situ- 
friendly to him, and using his magnificent ate in Phoenicia, in the passage by sea to 
dispr)sition so as his kingdom might be the Egypt, between Joppa and Dora, which are 
better secured to hi.n, and this till all his af- lesser maritime cities, and not fit for havens, 
fairs were every way more and more aug- bn account of the impetuous south wmds that 
inented. But then, this magnificent temper beat upon them, which, rolling the sands that 
of his, and that submissive behaviour and come from the sea against tlie shores, do not 
liberality which he exercised towards Caesar, admit of ships lying in their station ; but the 
and the most powerful men of Home, obliged merchants are generally there forced to ride 
him to transgress the customs of his nation, at their anchors in the sea itself. So Herod 
and to set aside many of their laws, by build- endeavoured to rectify this inconvenience, 
ing cities after an extravagant manner, and and laid out such a compass towards the land 
erecting temples, — not in Judea indeed, for as might be sufficient for a haven, wherein the 
that would not have been borne, it being for- great ships might lie in safety ; and this he ef- 
bidden for us to pay any honour to images, fected by letting down vast stones of above 
or repres^mtations of animals, after the man- fifty feet in length, not less than eighteen in 
ncr of the Greeks ; but still he did this in breadth, and nine in depth, into twenty fa- 
the country [properly] out of our bounds, thorns deep; and as some were lesser, so 
and in the cities thereof. * The apology were others bigger, than those dimensions. 

This mole which he bnilt by the sea-side was 
* One may here take notice, that how tyrannical and hundred feet wide, the half of which was 
extravagant soever Herod were in hiirselr, and in Ins j .. .. c 

(ir^an cities, as to those plays, and shows, and temples Opposed to the current oi the waves, so as to 
for idolatry, mentioned above (eh. via, Met 0, and here keep off those waves which were to break 
also, yet durst even he introduce very few of them into * 
the cities of the Jews, who, as Josephus here notes, 

would not even then have borne them, so aealeus were about thirty men be persuaded to live at home in peace 
they still for many of the laws of Moses, even under so without enterprising ujion the rights of each other, for 
tyrannical a government as this was of Herod the Great; the vain vionr of connucst, and the enlargement of 
which tyrannical government puts me naturally in mind power, the whole world might be at quiet; but their 
of Dean Pridcaux's honest reliection upon tiie like am- ambition, their follies, and their humour, le^ing them 
bition alter such tyrannical power in Pompey and Cw- constantly to encroach upon and quarrel with each 
sar :— *< One of these (says he, at the ycai dO), could not other, they involve all that are under them in the mis- 
hear an equal, and tnc other a superior; and through chiefs thereof, and many thousands are they which 
this ambitious humour and thirst after more power In yearly perish by it t so that it may almost raise a 
these two men, the whole Homan empire being divided doubt, whether the benefit which the world receives 
into two opposite factions, there was produced hereby from government be sufficient to make amends for the 
the most cukructive war that ever aitticted it ; and the calamities wliich a sufibrs from the follies and mii-ad 
like folly too much reigns in all other places. Could ministrations of fiiose that manage iu** 
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upon them, and no was called Procymatia, or 
the first breaker of the waves ; but the other 


half had upon it a wall, with several towers, 
the largest of which was named Drusus, and 
was a work of very great excellence, and had 
its name from Drusus, the son-in.law of Ca;- 
sar, who died young. There were also a 
great number of arches, where the mariners 
dwelt: there was also before them a quay 
[or landing-place], which ran round the en- 
tire haven, and was a most agreeable walk to 
such as had a mind to that exercise; but the 
entrance or mouth of the port was made on 
the north quarter, on which side was the still- 
est of the winds of all in this place : and the 
basis of the whole circuit on the left hand, as 
you enter the port, supported a round turret, j 
which was made very strong, in order to re- 1 
sist the greatest waves ; while, on the right | 
liand, as you enter, stood two vast stones, and | 
those each of them larger than the turret, 
which was over-against them : these stood 
upright, and were joined together. Now there 
were edifices all along the circular haven, 
made of the most polished stone, with a certain 
elevation, whereon was erected a temple, that 
was seen a great way oil' by those that were 
sailing for that haven, and had in it two 
statues, the one of Rome, the other of Caesar. 
The city itself was called Cesarea, which was 
also itself built of fine materials, and was of 
a fine structure ; nay, the very subterranean 
vaults and cellars had no less of architecture 
bestowed on them than had the buildings 
above ground. Some of these vaults carried 
things at even distances to the haven and to 
the sea ; hut one of them ran obliquely, and 
bound all the rest together, that both the rain 
and the filth of the citizens were together car- 
ried off w ith ease, and the sea itself, upon the 
flux of the tide from without, came into the 
city, and washed it all clean, Herod also 
built therein a theatre of stone ; and on the 
south quarter, behind the port, an amphi. 
theatre also, capable of holding a vast num- 
ber of men, and conveniently situated for a 
prospect to the sea. So this city was thus 
finished in twelve years;* during which time 
the king did not fail to go on both with the 
work, and to pay the charges that were ne- 
cessary. 

« Cesavea being here said to be rebuilt and adorned 
in twelve years, and soon afterwards in ten years (An 
tiq. b. xvi, eh. v, scet. 1), there must be a mistake in 
CQOof the v|laceB as to the true number; hut in which 
•f them. It Is hard positively to determine. 


CHAPTER X. 

HOW HEAOD SENT HIS SONS TO ROME ; HOW 
ALSO HE WAS ACCUSED RY ZENODORUS AND 
THE GADARENS, BUT WAS CLEARED OF WHAT 
THEY ACCUSED HIM OF, AND WITHAL GAIN- 
ED TO HIMSELF THE GOOD-WILL OF CJRSAR. 
CONCERNING THE PHARISEES, THE ESSEN8, 
AND MANAHEM. 

§ 1. When Herod w'as engaged in such mat- 
ters, and when he had already re-.edified Se- 
baste [Samaria], he resolved to send his sons 
Alexander and Aristobulus to Rome, to en- 
joy the company of Cicsar ; w ho, when they 
came thither, lodged at the house of Pollio,f 
who was very fond of Herod’s friendship ; 
and they had leave to lodge in Caesar's own 
palace, for he received these sons of Herod 
with all humanity, and gave Herod leave to 
give his kingdom to wliich of his sons he 
pleased ; and, besides all this, he bestow'ed on 
him Trachon, and Batanea, and Auranitis, 
which he gave him on the occasion following : 
—•One Zenodorus ^ had hired what was called 
the house of Lysanias, who, as he was not 
satisfied with its revenues, became a partnci 
with the robbers that inhabited the Trachonites, 
and so procured him a larger income ; for the 
inhabitants of those places lived in a mad way, 
and pillaged the country of the Damascenes, 
while Zenodorus did not restrain them, but 
partook of the prey they acquired. Now 
as the neighbouring people were hereby great 
sufilcrers, they complained to Varro, wlio was 
then president [of Syria], and entreated him 
to write to Caesar about this injustice of Ze- 
nodorus. When these matters were laid be- 
fore Caesar, he wrote back to Varro to destroy 
those nests of rr>bbers, and to give the land 
to Herod, that by his care the neighbouring 
countries might be no longer disturbed with 
these doings of the Trachonites, for it was not 
an easy thing to restrain them, since this way 
of robbery had been their usual practice, and 
they had no other way to get their living, be- 
cause they had neither any city of their own, 
nor lands in their possession, but only some 
receptacles and dens in the earth, and there 
they and their cattle lived in common toge- 
1 ther ; however, they had made contrivances to 
I get pools of water, and laid up corn in gra- 
naries for themselves, and were able to make 
great resistance, by issuing out on the sudden 
against any that attacked them ; for the en- 

t This Pollio, with whom Herod’s sons lived at 
Rome, was not Pollio the Pharisee, already mentioned 
by Josephus (ch. i, sect. 1), and again presently after 
this (ch. X, sect. 1), but Asinlus Pollio, the Roman, as 
spanheira here observes. 

t The character of this Zenodorus is so like that of 
a famous robber of the same name in Strabo, and that 
about this very country, and about this very time also, 
that 1 think i5r. Hudson hardly needed to have put a 
oerh/tfts to his determination that they were the same. 
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trances of their caves were narrow, in which 
but one could come in at a time, and tlie 
places within incredibly large, and made very 
wide ; but the ground over their habitations 
was not very high, but rather on a plain, while 
the rocks are altogether hard and difficult to 
be entered upon, unless any one gets into the 
plain road by the guidance of another, for 
these roads are not straight, but have several 
revolutions. But when these men are bin. 
dered from their wicked preying upon their 
neighbours, their custom is to prey one upon 
another, insomuch that no sort of injustice 
comes amiss to them. But when Herod had 
received this grant from Csesar, and was come 
into this country, he procured skilful guides, 
and put a stop to their wicked robberies, and 
procured peace and quietness to the neigh- 
bouring people. 

2. Hereupon Zenodorus was grieved, in the 
(irst place, because his principality w'as taken 
iiw'ay from him, and still more so, because he 
envied Herod, who bad gotten it; so he went 
up to Rome to accuse him, but returned back 
again without success. Now Agrippa was 
[about this time] sent to succeed Caesar in 
the government of the countries beyond the 
Ionian Sea, upon whom Herod lighted when 
he was wintering about Mitylene, for he had 
been Ids particular friend and companion, and 
tlien returned into Judea again. However, 
some of the Gadarens came to Agrippa, and 
accused Herod, whom he sent back bound to 
Ihe king, w'ithout giving them the hearing: 
hut still the Arabians, who of old bare ill-will 
to Herod’s government, were nettled, and at 
that time attempted to raise a sedition in his 
dominions, and, as they thought, upon a more 
justitiable occasion ; for Zenodorus, despairing 
already of success as to his own affairs, pre- 
vented [his enemies], by selling to those Ara- 
bians a part of his principality, called Aura- 
nitis, for the value of fifty talents; but as 
this was included in the donations of Caesar, 
they contested the point with Herod, as un- 
justly deprived of what they had bought. 
Sometimes they did this by making incursions 
upon him, and sometimes by attempting force 
against him, and sometimes by going to law 
with him. Moreover, they persuaded the 
poorer soldiers to help them, ami w ere trouble- 
some to him, out of a constant hope that they 
should reduce the people to raise a sedition ; 
in which designs mose that are in the most 
miserable circumstances of life are still the 
most earnest; and although Herod had been 
a great while apprized of these attempts, yet 
did not he indulge any severity to them, but 
by rational methods aimed to mitigate things, 
as not willing to give any handle for tu-j 
mulls. 


that was heavy in his injunctions, and tyran- 
nical. These reproaches they mainly ven- 
tured upon by the encouragement of Zenodo- 
rus, who took his oath that he w'ould never 
leave Herod till he had procured that they 
should be severed from Herod’s kingdom, 
and joined to Caesar’s province. The Gada- 
rens were induced hereby, and made no small 
cry against him ; and tliat the more boldly, 
because those that had been delivered up by 
Agrippa were not punished by Herod, who 
let them go, and did them no harm ; for in- 
deed he was the principal man in the world 
who appeared almost inexorable in punishing 
crimes in his own family; but very generous 
in remitting the offences that were committed 
elsewhere. And w’hilc they accused Herod 
of injuries and plunderings, and subversion 
of temples, he stood unconcerned, and w'as 
ready to make his defence. How ever, Cssar 
gave him his right hand, and remitted no- 
thing of his kindness to him, upon this dis- 
turbance by the multitude ; and indeed these 
things were alleged the first day, hut the hear- 
ing proceeded no farther ; for as the Gada- 
rens saw the inclination of Ca:sar and of his 
assessors, and expected, as they had reason to 
do, that tliey should be delivered up to the 
king, some of them, out of a dread of the tor. 
ments they might undergo, cut their own 
throats in the night-time, and some of them 
threw themselves down precipices, and others 
of them cast themselves into the river, and de- 
stroyed themselves of their own accord ; which 
accidents seemed a sufficient condemnation 
of the rashness “and crimes they bad been 
guilty of ; whereupon Csesar made no longer 
delay, but cleared Herod from the crimes he 
was accused of. Another happy accident 
there was, which w'as a farther great advan- 
tage to Herod at Uiis time ; for Zenodorus’s 
belly burst, and a great quantity of blood is- 
sued from him in his sickness, and he there- 
by departed this life at Antioch in Syria; so 
Csesar bestowed his country, which was no 
small one, upon Herod ; it lay between 
Trachon and Galilee, and contained Uiatha, 
and Paneas, and the country round about. 
He also made him one of the procurators of 
Syria, and commanded that they should do 
every thing with . his approbation; and, in 
short, he arrived at that pitch of felicity, that 
whereas there were but two men that govern- 
ed the vast Roman empire, first Ciesar and 
then Agrippa, who was his principal favour- 
ite, Csesar preferred no one to Herod besides 
Agrippa; and Agrippa made no one bis 
greater friend than Herod beside Caesar; and 
when he had acquired such freedom, he beg- 
ged of Caesar a tetrarchy* for his brother 


3. Now when Herod had already reigned ^ ^ tetrarehy properly and originally denoted the 
seventeen years, Cssar came into Syria ; at fourth part of an entire kingdom or country, and a 
which time the greatest part of the inhabitantr 

of Gadara clamoured against Herod, as one j power than bdong to a kingdom and to a king. 
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Pheroras, while he did himself bestow upon 
him a revenue of a hundred talents out of his 
own kingdom, that in case be came to any 
harm himself, his brother might be in safety, 
and that his sons might nut have dominion 
over him. So when he had conducted Ca;sar 
to the sea, and was returned home, he built 
him a most beautiful temple, of the whitest 
stone in Zcnodorus’s country, near the place 
called Panium. Tins is a very fine cave in a 
mountain, under which there is a great cavity 
in the earth, and tlje cavern is abrupt, and 
prodigiously deep, and full of a still water; 
over it hangs a vast mountain ; and under the 
caverns arise the springs of the river Jordan. 
Herod adorned this place, which was already 
a very remarkable one, still farther by the e- 
lectiun of this temple, w'hicli he dedicated to 
Caesar. 

4. At which time Herod released to his 
subjects the thirfi part of their taxes, under 
pretence indeed of relieving them, after the 
dearth they had had ; but the main reason was, 
to recover their good-will, which he now 
wanted ; for they were uneasy at him, because 
of the innovations he had introduced in their 
practices of the dissolution of their religion, 
and of the disuse of their own customs ; and 
the people everywhere talked against him 
like those that were still more provoked and 
disturbed at his procedure; against which 
discontents he greatly guarded himself, and 
took aw'ay the opportunities they might have 
to disturb him, and enjoined them to be always 
at work ; nor did he permit the citizens either 
to meet together, or to walk, or eat together, 
but watched every tiling they did, and when 
any were caught, they were severely punished ; 
and many there were who were brought to 
the citadel Hyrcania, both openly and secretly, 
and were tliere put to death ; and there were 
spies set everywhere, both in the city and in 
the roads, who watched those that met toge 
thcr ; nay, it is reported that he did not him- 
self neglect this patt of caution, but that he 
would oftentimes himself take the habit of « 
private man, and mix among the multitude, 
in the night- time, and make trial what opinion 
they had of his government ; and as for those 
that could no way be reduced to acquiesce 
under his scheme of government, he persecuted 
them all manner of ways; but for the rest of 
the multitude, be required that they should be 
obliged to take an oath of fidelity to him, and 
at the same time compelled them to swear 
tliat they would bear him good-will, and con- 
tinue certainly so to do, in . bis management 
of the government ; and indeed a great part 
of' them, either to please him, or out of fear 
of him, yielded to what he required of (hem ; 
but for such as were of a more open and ge- 
nerous disposition, and had indignation at tin 
force he used to them. ^ > by one means or 
other madtt away with th< m. I i e endeavoured 
also to ptmiade Pollio the Pharisee, and Sa- 
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meas, and the greatest pait of their scholars, 
to take the oath ; but these would neither sub* 
mit so to do, nor were they punished together 
with the rest, out of the reverence he bore to 
Pollio. The Essens also, as we call a sect 
of ours, were excused from this imposition. 
These men live the same kind of life as do 
those whom the Greeks call Pythagoreans; 
concerning whom 1 shall discourse more fully 
elsewhere. However, it is but fit to set down 
here the reasons wherefore Herod had these 
Essens in such honour, and thought higher of 
them than their mortal nature required : nor 
will this account be unsuitable to the nature 
of this history, as it will show (he opinion men 
had of these Essens. * 

5. Now there was one of these Essens, 
whose name was Manahcm, who had this tes- 
timony, that he not only conducted his life 
after an excellent manner, but had the fore- 
knowledge of future events given him by 
God also. I’liis man once saw Herod when 
be was a child, and going to school, and sa- 
luted him as king of the Jews ; but he, think- 
ing that either he did not know him, or 
that he was in jest, put him in mind that he 
was but a private man ; but Manahem smiled 
to himself, and clapped him on his backside 
with his hand, and said, “ However that be, 
thou wilt be king, ana wilt begin thy reign 
happily, for God finds thee worthy of it ; and 
do thou remember the blows that Manaheir. 
hath given thee, as being a signal of the 
change of thy fortune ; and truly this will he 
the best reasoning for thee, that thou love 
justice [towards men], and piety towards God, 
and clemency towards thy citizens ; yet do 1 
know how thy whole conduct will be, that 
thou wilt not be such a one, for thou wilt ex- 
cel all men in happiness, and obtain an ever- 
lasting reputation, but wilt forget piety and 
righteousness; and these crimes will not be 
concealed from God at the conclusion of thy 
life, when thou wilt find that he will be mindful 
of them, and punish thee for them.” Now 
at that time Herod did not at all attend to 
whut Manahcm said, as having no hopes of 
such advancement; but a little afterward, 
when he was so fortunate as to be advanced 
to the dignity of king, and was in the height 
of his dominion, he sent for Manahem, and 
asked him how long he should reign. Ma- 
nahem did not tell him the full length of bis 
reign ; wherefore, upon tfiat silence of his, 
he asked him farther, whether he should reign 
ten years or not? He replied, Ye^ twenty, 
nay, thirty years but did not assign the 
just determinate limit of his reign, Herod 
was satisfied with these replies, and gave Ma- 
nahein his hand, and dismissed him ; and 
from that time he continued to honour all the 
Essens. We have thought it proper to ro- 
late these facts to our readers, how strange 
soever they be, and to declare what hath hap- 
pened among us, because many of these Es- 
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sens have, by their excellent virtue, been 
thought worthy of this knowledge of divine 
revelations. 


CHAPTER XI. 

HOW HEROD REBUILT THE TEMPLE, AND RAISED 
IT HIGHER, AND MADE IT MORE MAGNIFI- 
CENT THAN IT WAS BEFORE; AND ALSO CON- 
CERNING THAT TOWER WHICH HE CALLED 
XNTONIA. 

§ 1. AVd now Herod, in the eighteenth year 
of his reig^ apd after the acts already men- 
tioned, undcrtoolt' a very great work, that 
is, to build of himself the temple of God,* 
and make it larger in compass, and to raise it 
to a most magnificent altitude, as esteeming 
it to be the most glorious of all his actions, as 
it really was, to bring it to perfection, and 
that this would be sufficient for an everlast- 
ing memorial of him ; but as he knew the 
multitude were not ready nor willing to as- 
sist him in so vast a design, he thought to 
prepare them first by making a speech to 
them, and then set about the work itself ; so 
he called them together, and spake thus to 
them:— -‘*1 think I need not speak to you, 
my countrymen, about such other works as I 
have done since I came to the kingdom, al- 
though I may say they have been performed 
in such a manner as to bring more security 
to you than glory to myself ; for I have nei- 
ther been negligent in the most difficult 
times about what tended to ease your ne- 
cessities, nor have the buildings I have made 
been so proper to preserve me as yourselves 
from injuric" ; and 1 imagine that, with God’s 
assistance, I have advanced the nation of 
the Jews to a degree of happiness which 
they never had before ; and for the particu- 
lar edifices belonging to your own country, 
and to your own cities, as also to those cities 
that we have lately acquired, which we have 
erected and greatly adorned, and thereby aug- 
mented the dignity of your nation, it seems 
to me a needless task to enumerate them to 
you, since you well know them yourselves ; 
but as to that undertaking which I have a 
mind to set about at present, and which will 
he a work of the greatest piety and excellence 
that can possibly be undertaken by us, 1 will 
now declare it t(f you. Our fathers, indeed, 
when they were returned from Babylon, built 

• We may here observe, that the fancy of the mo- 
dem Jews, in calling this temple, which was really the 
third of their temples, the second temple, follows so 
long by later Christians, seems to be without any solid 
foundation. The reason why the Christians here fol- 
low the Jews is, because of the prophecy of liaggai (ii, 
6* 9), which they expound of the Messiah’s coming to 
the second or Zorobabel’s temple, of which they suji- 
pose this of Herod to be only a continuation, which is 
meant, I think, of his coming to the fourth and last 
temple, or to that future, largest, and most glorious one, 
<le8cribcd by Ezekiel ; whence I take the former notion, 
how general soever, to be a great mistake. 

Aocomp. of Proph. p. 2i. 
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' tills temple to God Almighty, yet does jt 
want sixty cubits of its largeness in altitude ; 
for so much did that first temple which Solo- 
mon built exceed this temple: nor let any 
one condemn our fathers for tlieir negligence 
or want of piety herein, for it was not their 
fault that the temple was no higher ; for they 
were Cyrus, and Darius the son of Hystas- 
pes, who determined the measures for its re- 
building ; and it hath been by reason of the 
subjection of those fathers of ours to them 
and to their posterity, and after them to the 
Macedonians, that they had not the opportu- 
nity to follow the original model of this pious 
edifice, nor could raise it to its ancient altl. 
tude; but since 1 am now, by God’s will, 
your governor, and I have had peace a long 
time, and have gained great riches and large 
revenues, and, what is the principal thing of 
all, 1 am at amity with and well regarded by 
the Romans, who, if I may so say, are the 
rulers of the whole world, I will do my endea- 
vour to correct that imperfection, which hath 
arisen from the necessity of our affairs, and 
I the slavery we have been under formerly, and 
I to make a thankful return, after the most pi- 
! ous manner to God, for what blessings 1 have 
I received from him, by giving me this king- 
jdoin, and that by rendering his temple as 
: complete as 1 am able.” 

I 2. And this was the speech which Herod 
made to them: but still this speech affrighted 
I many of the people, as being unexpected by 
I them, and because it seemed incredible, it did 
not encourage them, but put a damp upon 
them, for they were afraid tliat he would pull 
down the whole edifrcc, and not able to 
bring his intentions to perfection for its re- 
; building ; and this danger appeared to them 
j to be very great, and the vastnoss of the un- 
dertaking to be such as could hardly be ac- 
complished. But while they were in this dis- 
position, the king encouraged them, and told 
them he would not pull down their temple till 
all things were gotten ready for building it up 
entirely again. And as he promised tbeitr 
this beforehand, so he did not break liis word 
with them, but got ready a thousand waggons, 
that were to bring stories for the building, 
and chose out ten thousand of the most skil 
ful workmen, and bought a thousand sacer- 
dotal garments for as many of the priests, and 
had some of them taught the arts of stone- 
cutters, and others of carpenters, and then 
began to build ; but this not till every thing 
was well prepared for the work, 

3. So Herod took away the old foundations, 
and laid others, and erected the temple upon 
them, being in length a hundred cubits, and 
in height twenty additional cubits, which 
[twenty], upon the sinking of their founda- 
tions, f fell down : and this part it was that 

f Some of our riKKlem students in architecture have 
made a strafe blunder licre. when they imagine that 
Josephus affirms the entire foundation of the temple 
‘2E 
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we feitolved to raise again in the days of! 
Nero, Now the temple was built of stones , 
that were white and strong, and each of their 
length was twenty-five cubits, their height 
was eight, and their breadth about twelve ; 
and the whole structure, as also the structure 
of the royal cloister, wms on each side much 
tower, hut the middle was much higher, till 
they were visible to those that dwelt in the 
country for a great many furlongs, hut chief- 
ly to such as lived over-against them and those 
that apjiroached to them. Tlio temple had 
doors also at the entrance, and lintels over 
them, of the same height wdth the temple it- . 
self, 'fhey were adorned with embroidered! 
veils, w ifh their flowers of purple, and pil- 
lars interwoven : and over these, but under 
the crown-w'ork, was spread out a golden vine, 
with its branches hanging down from a great 
height, the largeness and fine workmanship j 
of which was a surprising sight to the spec- | 
tators, to sec what vast materials there were, 
and with what great skill the workmanship 
was done. He also encompassed the entire 
temple with very large cloisters, contriving 
them to be in a due proportion thereto; and 
he laid out larger sums of money upon them 
than had been done before him, till it seemed 
that no one else had so greatly adorned the 
temple as he had done. There was a large 
wall to both the cloisters ; wliich wall was it- 
self the most prodigious work that was ever 
heard of by man. The hill was a rocky 
ascent, that declined by degrees towards the 
oast parts of the city, till it came to an ele- 
vated level. This hill it was w'hich Solomon, 
who was the first of our kings, by aivine reve- 
lation, encompassed with a w'all ; it was of ex- 
cellent workmanship upwards, and round the 
top of it. He also built a wall below, begin- 
ning at the bottom, which was encompassed 
by a deep valley ; and at the south side he 
laid rocks together, and bound them one to 
another w ith lead, and included some of the 
inner parts, till it proceeded to a great height, 
and till both the largeness of the square edi- 
fice and its altitude were immense, and till 
the vastness of the stones in the front were 
plainly visible on the outside, yet so that the 
inw'ard parts were fastened together with iron, 
and preserved the joints immoveable for all 

or holy house sunk clown into the rocky mountain on 
which it stood, no less than twenty cubits, whereas he 
is cUnr that they were the foundations of the additional 
twenty cubits only above the hundred ;made perhaps 
weak on purpose, and only for show and grandeur), that 
sunk or fell down, as Dr. Hudson rightly understands 
him ; nor Is the thing itself possible m the other sense. 
Agtippa’s preparation for building the inner parts of the 
temple twenty cubits higher (Ilistorv of the War, b. v, 
ch. 1 , sect. 5), must in all probability refer to this mat- 
ter, since Josephus says here, that this which had fal- 
len down was designed to be raised up jigain under Nero, 
under whom Agrippa made that preparation. But what 
Josephus says presently, that Solomon was the first king 
of ttie Jews, appears by the paialiel place, Antiq. b. xx, 
ch. be, sect. 7, and other plat'es be meant only the 
first of David’s posterity, and the Hr»i builder of the 
temple 


future times. When this work [for the foun- 
dation] was done in this manner, and joined 
together as part of the hill itself to the very 
top of it, he wrought it all into one outward 
surface, and filled up the hollow places whic.. 
were about the wall, and made it a level on 
the external upper surface, and a smooth level 
also. This hill w’as walled ail round, and in 
compass four furlongs, [the distance of] each 
angle containing in length a furlong ; but 
within this wall, and on the very top of all, 
there ran another wall of stone also, liaving, on 
the east quarter, a double cloister, of the same 
length with the wall ; in the midst of w'hich 
was the temple itself. 'I'his rloi.ster looked 
to the gates of the temple ; and it had been 
adorned by many kings in former times; and 
round about the entire temple were fixed the 
spoils taken from barbarous nations; all these 
had been dedicated to the temple by Herod, 
j with the addition of these he had taken from 
the Arabians. 

4. Now on the north side [of the temple] 
was built a citadel, whose w'alls were square, 
and strong, and of extraordinary firmness. 
This citadel was built by the kings of the 
Asamonean race, who were also high-priests 
before Herod, and they called it the Tower, in 
which were reposited the vestments of the 
high-priest, which the higli-priest only put or 
at the time when he was to offer sacrifice. 
These vestments king Herod kept in tlhV 
place ; and after his death they were under the 
power of the Iloman.s, until the lime of Ti- 
berius Caesar ; under whose reign Vitelliu.s, the 
president of Syria, when he once came to Je- 
rusalem, and had been most magnificently re- 
ceived by the multitude, he had a mind Co 
make them some requital for the kindness 
they had shown him ; so, upon their petition 
to have those holy vestments in their own 
power, he wrote about them to Tiberius Cae- 
sar, who granted his request : and this their 
pow’er over the sacerdotal vestments continued 
with the Jews till the death of king Agrippa; 
but after that, Cassius Longinus, who was 
president of Syria, and Cuspius Fadus, who 
was procurator of Judea, enjoined the Jews 
to reposit those vestments in the tower of An 
tonia, for that they ought to have them in their 
power, as they formerly had. However, the 
Jews sent ambassadors to Claudius Cassar, to 
intercede with him for them; upon whose 
coming, king Agrippa, juAior, being then at 
Rome, asked for and obtained the pow'er over 
them from the emperor; who gave command 
to Vitellius, who was thenconimander in Syria, 
to give them it accordingly. Before that time 
they were kept under the seal of the higb- 
pricst, and of the treasurers, of the temple ; 
which treasurers, the day before a festival, 
went up to the Roman captain of the temple 
guards, and viewed their own seal, and re- 
ceived tl/e vestments ; and again when the fes- 
tival was ’hey brought it to tl>e same 
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place, and showed the captain of the temple- 
guards their seal, which corresponded with his 
seal, and reposited them there. And that 
these things were so, tlie afflictions that hap. 
pene(| to us afterward [about them] are suf- 
ficient evidence ; but for the tower itself, when 
Herod the king of the Jews had fortiiied it 
more firmly than before, in order to secure 
and guard the temple, he gratified Antonius, 
who was his friend, and the Homan ruler, and 
then gave it the name of the Tower of An- 
tonia. 

.'>. Now, in the western quarter of the en- 
closures of the temple there were four gates; 
the first led to the king’s palace, and went to 
a passage over the intermediate valley ; two 
more led to the suburbs of the city ; and the 
last led to the other city, where the road de- 
scended down into the valley by a great num- 
ber of steps, and thence up again by the as- 
cent; for the city lay over-agaiiist the temple 
in the manner of a theatre, and was encom- 
passed with a deep valley along the entire 
south quarter ; but the Fourth front of the 
temple, which was southward, had indeed it- 
self gates in its middle, as also it had the 
royal cloisters, with three w'aiks, which reach- 
ed in length from the east valley unto that 
on the west, for it was impossible it should 
reach any farther : and this cloister deserves 
to be mentioned better than any other under 
the sun ; for while the valley was very deep, 
and its bottom could not be seen, if you look- 
ed from above into the dcptli, this farther 
vastly high elevation of the cloister stood 
upon that height, insomuch that if any one 
looked down from the top of the battlements, 
or down both thnse altiiudes, he would be 
giddy, while fiis sight could not reach to such 
ati immense depth. This cloister had pillars 
that stood in four rows one over-against the 
other all along, for the fourth row was inter- 
woven into the wall, wliich [also was built of 
stone] ; and the thickness of each pillar was 
such, that three men might, with their arms 
extended, fathom it round, and join their 
hands again, while its length was twenty 
seven feet, with a double spiral at its basis : 
and the number of all the pillars [in that 
court] was an hundred and sixiy-two. Their 
chapiters were made with sculptures after the 
Corinthian order, and caused an amazement 
[to the spectators], by reason of the grandeur 
of the whole. These four rows «.d* pillars in- 
cluded three intervals for walking in the mid- 
dle of this cloister ; two of which walks were 
made parallel to each other, and were con • 
trived after the same manner ; the breadth of 
each of them was thirty feet, the length was 
a furlong, and the height fifty feet ; but the 
breadth of the middle part of the cloister was 
one and a half of the other, and the height 
was double, for it was much higher than those 
on each side ; but tlie roofs were adorned j 
with deep sculptures in wood, representing j 


many sorts of figures : the middle was much 
higher than the rest, and the wall of the front 
was adorned with beams, resting upon pillars, 
that were interwoven into it, and that front 
was all of polished stone, insomuch that its 
fineness, to such as had not seen it, was in- 
credible, and to such as had seen it, was 
greatly amazing. Thus was the first enclo- 
sure. In the midst of which, and not far 
from it, was the second, to be gone up to bv 
a few steps ; this was encompassed by a stone 
wall for a partition, with an inscription, which 
forbade any foreigner to go in, under pain of 
death. Now this inner enclosure had on its 
southern and northern quarters three gates 
[equally] distant from one another j but on 
the east quarter, towards the sun-rising, there 
was one large gate through which such as 
were pure came in, together with their wives; 
but tlie temple farther inward in that gate 
was not allowed to the women ; but still more 
award was there a third [court of the] tem- 
ple, whereinto it was not lawful for any but 
the priests alone to enter. The tcin\)le itself 
was within this ; and before that temple was 
the alter, upon which wc offer our sacrifices 
and burnt-olVerings to God. Into none of 
there ree did king Herod enter,* for he was 
forbidden, because he was not a priest. How- 
ever, he took care of the i loisters and the outer 
enclosures ; and these he built in eiglit years 

6. But the temple itself was built by the 
priests in a year and .six months,— upon which 
all the people were full of joy ; and present- 
ly they returned tlmnks, in the first place, to 
God ; and in thr next place, for the alacrity 
the king had shown. They feasted and cele- 
brated this rebuilding of the temple ; and for 
the king, he sacrificed three hundred oxen to 
God ; a% did the rest, every one according to 
his ability : the number of which sacrifices is 
not possible to set down ; for it cannot be 
that we should truly relate it ; for at the same 
time with this celebration for the work about 
the temple, fell also the day of the king’s in- 
auguration, which ho kept of an old custom 
as a festival, and it now coincided wutfi the 
other ; which coincidence of them both made 
the festival most illustrious. 

7. There was also an occult passage built 
for the king: it led from Antonia to the in* 
ner temple, at its eastern gate ; over wdiich he 
also erected for himself a tow'er, that he might 
have the opportunity of a subterraneous as- 
cent to the temple, in order to guard against 
any sedition which might be made by the peo- 
ple against their ki'igs. It is also reported, f 

• ** Into none of these three did king Herod enter,” 
i. e. 1, .'Vnt into the court of the priests; Nor into 
the holy house itself; Nor into the separate place 
beloiming to the altar, as the words following imjily : for 
none but priests, or their attendants the Levites, might 
come into any of them. See Antiq. b. xvi, ch. iv, sect. 
6, when HertKi goes into the temple, and makes a speech 
in it to the people ; but that could only be into the court 
of Israel, whither the people could come to hear him. 

t I'his tradition which Josephus here mentions, as 
delivered down from fathers to their children, of this 
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that during the time that the temple was have delivered to us ; nor is it incredible, if 
building, it did not rain in the day-time, but any have regard to the manifestations of God. 
that the showers fell in the nights, so that the And thus was performed the work of the re- 
work was not hindered. And this our fathers building of the temple. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWELVE YEARS. 

FROM THE FINISHING OF THE TEMPLE BY HEROD TO THE 
DEATH OF ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS. 


CHAPTER I. 

A LAW OF HEROn’s ABOUT THIEVES. SALO- 
ME AND PHEllORAS CALUMNIATE ALEXAN- 
DER AND ARISTOBULUS, UPON THEIR RE- 
TURN FROM ROME, FOR WHOM HEROD YET 
PROVIDES WIVES. 

§ 1. As king Herod was very sealous in the 
administration of his entire government, and 
desirous to put a stop to particular acts of in- 
justice which were done by criminals about 
the city and country, he made a law, no way 
like our original laws, and which he enacted 
of himself, to expose housebreakers to be 
ejected out of his kingdom ; which punish- 
ment was not only grievous to bo borne by 
the offenders, but contained in it a dissolu- 
tion of the customs of our forefathers ; for 
this slavery to foreigners, and such as did not 
live after the manner of Jews, and this neces- 
sity that they were under to do whatsoever 
such men should command, was an offence 
against our religious settlement, rather than a 
punishment to such as w'ere found to have of- 
fended, such a punishment being avoided in 
our original laws ; for those laws ordain, that 
the thief shall restore fourfold ; and that if he 
have not so much, he shall be sold indeed, 
but not to foreigners, nor so that he be under 
perpetual slavery, for he must have been re- 
leased after six years. But tliis law, thus en- 

particular remarkable circumstance relating to the build- 
ing of Herod’s temple, is a demonstration that such its 
building was a known thing in Judea at this time. He 
was bom but forty-six years after it is related to have 
been finisheil, and might himself have seen and spoken 
witii some of the builders tiieinsclves, and with a great 
number of those who hail seen its building. The emubt 
therefore about the truth of this history of the pulling 
down and rebuilding this temple by Herod, which some 
weak people have indulged, wa^ urtt then :r.uch greater 
than It soon may be, whether or not St. Paul’s church in 
London was burnt down in the iireof J.ondon, a o. 1666, 
. nd rebuilt by sir Christopher Wien a little afterward. 


acted in order to introduce a severe and ille- 
gal punishment, seemed to ben piece of inso- 
lence in Herod, when he did not act as a king 
but as a tyrant, and thus contemptuously, 
and without any regard to his subjects, did he 
venture to introduce such a punishmen^ 
Now this penalty thus brought into practice, 
was like Herod's other actions, and became a 
part of his accusation, and an occasion of the 
hatred he lay under. 

2. Now at this time it w'as that he sailed to 
Italy, as very desirous to meet >vith Csesar, 
and to see his sons who lived at Rome : 
and Cffisar was not only very obliging to him 
in other respects, but delivered him his sons 
again, that he might take them home with 
him, as having already completed themselves 
in the sciences ; but as soon as llie young men 
were come from Italy, the multitude were 
very desirous to see them, and they became 
conspicuous among them all, as adorned with 
great blessings of fortune, and having the 
countenances of persons of royal dignity. 
So they soon appeared to be the objects of 
envy to Salome, the king’s sister, and to such 
as had raised calumnies against Mariamne ; 
for they were suspicious, that when these 
came to the government, they should be pu- 
nished for the wickedness they had been guilty 
of against their mother; so they made this 
very fear of theirs a motive to raise calumnies 
against them also. They gave it out that 
they were not pleased with their father’s 
company, because he had put their mother to 
death, as if it were not agreeable to piety to 
appear to converse with their mother’s mur- 
derer. Now, by carrying these stories, that 
had indeed a true foundation [in the fact], 
but were only built on probabilities as to the 
present accusation, they were able to do them 
mischief, and to make Herod take away that 
kindness from his sons which he had before 
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borne to them, foe they not sey theae 
things to him openly* bitt scattered abroad 
such words among the rest of the multitude ; 
from which words, when carried to Herod, he 
was induced [at last] to hate them, and which 
natural affection itself, even in length of time, 
was not able to overcome ; yet was the king 
at that time in a condition to prefer the natu« 
ral affection of a father before all the suspi. 
cions and calumnies his sons lay under: 
so he respected them as he ought to do, and 
married them to wives, now they were of an 
age suitable thereto. To Aristobulus he gave 
for a wife Bernice, Salome’s daughter ; and 
to Alexander, Glaphyra, the daughter of Ar- 
clielaus, king of Cappadocia. 


CHAPTER II. 

HOW HEROD TWICE SAILED TO AGRHPA ; AND 
HOW, UPON THE COMPLAINT OT THE JEWS 
IN IONIA AGAINST THE GREEKS, AGRIPPA 
CONFIRMED THE LAWS OF THE JEW? TO 
THEM. 

§ 1. When Herod had dispatched these af- 
fairs, and he understood that Marcus Agrippa 
had sailed again out of Italy into Asia, he 
made haste to him, and besought him to come 
to him into his kingdom, and to partake of 
M’hat he might justly expect from one that 
had been his guest, and was his friend, lliis 
request ho greatly pressed, and to it Agrippa 
agreed, and came into Judea: whereupon 
Herod omitted nothing that might please him. 
He entertairted him in his new-built cities, 
and showed him the edifices he had built, and 
provided all sorts of the best and most costly 
dainties for him and his friends, and that at 
Sebaste and Cesarca, about that port that he 
had built, and at the fortresses which he had 
erected at great expenses, AlexaiMlrium, and 
Ilerodium, and Hyrcania. He also conduct- 
ed him to the city Jerusalem, where all the 
people met him in their festival garments, aixi 
received him with acclamations. Agrippa 
also offered a hecatomb of sacrifices to God ; 
and feasted the people, without omitting any 
of the greatest dainties that could be gotten. 
He also took so much pleasure there, that he 
abode many days with them, and would will- 
ingly have staid* longer, but that the season 
of the year made him make haste away ; for, 
as winter was coming on, he thought it not 
safe to go to sea later, and yet he was of ne- 
cessity to return again to Ionia. 

9. So Agrippa went away, when Herod 
had bestowed on him, and on the principal of 
those that were with him, many presents; 
but king Herod, when he had passed the win- 
ter in his own dominions, made baste to get 
to him again in the spring, when he knew he 
designed to go to a campaign at the Bospho- 
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rus. So when he had sailed by Rhodes and 
by Cos, he touched at Lesbos, as thinking he 
should have overtaken Agrippa there ; but he 
was taken short here by a north wind, which 
hindered his ship from going to the shore ; 
so he continued many days at Chius, and 
there he kindly treated a great many that 
came to him, and obliged them by giving 
them royal gifts. And when he saw tliat the 
portico of the city, was fallen down, which as 
it was overthrown in the Mithridatic war, and 
was a very large and fine building, so was it 
not so easy to rebuild that as it was the rest, 
yet did he furnish a sum not only large enough 
for that purpose, but what was more than 
sufficient to finish the building; and ordered 
them not lo overlook that portico, but to re- 
build it quickly, that so the city might recover 
its proper ornaments. And when the high 
winds were laid, he sailed to Mityiene, and 
thence to Byzantium; and when he heard 
that Agrippa was sailed beyond the Cyancan 
rocks, he made all the haste possible to over- 
take him, and came up with him about Si- 
nope, in Pontus. He was seen sailing by 
the shipmen most unexpectedly, but appeared 
to their great joy; and many friendly saluta- 
tions there were between them, insomuch that 
Agrippa thought he had received the greatest 
marks of the king’s kindness and humanity 
towards him possible, since the king had come 
so long a voyage, and at a very proper sea- 
son, for his assistance, and had left the govern- 
ment of his own dominions, and thought it 
more worth his while to come to him. Ac- 
cordingly, Her'od was all in all to Agrippa, 
in the management of tiie war, and a great 
assistant in civil affairs, and in giving him 
counsel as to particular matters. Ho was 
also a pleasant companion for him when he 
relaxed himself, and a joint partaker with him 
in all things ; in troubles because of his kind- 
ness; and in prosperity, because of tlte re- 
spect Agrippa bad for him. Now as soon as 
those affairs of Pontus were finished, for whose 
sake Agrippa was sent thither, they did not 
think fit to return by sea, but passed through 
Paphlagonia and Cappadocia ; they then tra- 
velled thence over great Phrygia, and came 
to Ephesus, and then they sailed from Ephe- 
sus to Samos. And indeed the king bestow- 
ed a great many benefits on every city that he 
came to, according as they stood in nee<l of 
them ; for avS for those that wanted cither mo- 
ney or kind treatment, he was not wanting to 
them ; but he supplied the former himself out 
of his own expenses : he also became an in 
tercessor with Agrippa for all such as sought 
after his favour, and he brought things so a- 
bout, that tlie petitioners failed in none of 
their suits to him, Agrippa being himself of 
a good disposition, and of great generosity, 
and ready to grant all such requests as might 
be advantageous to the petitioners, provided 
I they were not to the detriment of others. 
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The inclination of the king was of great 
weight also, and still excited Agrippa, who 
was himself ready to do good ; for he made a 
reconciliation between the people of Ilium, at 
whom he was angry, and paid what money the 
people of Chius owed Caesar’s procurators, 
and discharged them of their tributes ■, and 
helped all others, according as their several 
necessities required. 

3, But now, when Agrippa and Herod 
w’ere in Ionia, a great multitude of Jews, w'ho 
dwelt in their cities, came to them, and laying 
hold of the opportunity and the liberty now 
given them, laid before them the injuries 
W'liich they suffered, while they wore not per- 
mitted to use their own laws, but were com- 
pelled to prosecute their law-suits, by the ill 
usage of the judges, upon their holy days, 
and were deprived of the money they used to 
lay up at Jerusaleiu, and were forced into the 
army, and uj)on such other oflices as obliged 
them to spend their sacred money ; from 
which burdens they always used to be freed 
by tlie Romans, wlio had still permitted them 
to live according to their own laws. When 
this clamour was made, the king desired of 
Agrippa that he would hear their cause, and 
assigned Nicolaus, one of his friends, to plead 
fortliose their privileges. Accordingly, when 
Agrippa had called the principal of the Ho- 
mans, and such of the kings and rulers as 
w'ere there, to be his assessors, Nicolaus stood 
up, and pleaded for the Jews, as follows; — 
“ It is of necessity incumbent on such as are 
in distress to have recourse to tiiose that have 
it in their power to free them from tho^ie in- 
juries they lie under ; and for those that now 
are complainants, they approach you with 
great assurance ; for as they have formerly 
often obtained your favour, so far as they have 
even wished to h.ive it, they now only entreat 
that you, who liave been the donors, will take 
care that those favours you have already grant- 
ed them may not be taken away from them. 
We have received these favours from you, who 
alone have power to grant them, but have 
them taken from us by such as are no greater 
than ourselves, and by such .is we know are 
as much subjects as we are ; and certainly, if 
we have been vouchsafed great favours, it is 
to our commendation who have obtained them, 
as having been found deserving of such great 
favours; and if those favours be but small 
ones, it would be barbarous for the donors not 
to contiim them to us ; and for those that are 
the hindrance of the Jews, and use them re- j 
proachfully, it is evident that they affront both 
the receivers, while they will not allow those ' 
to be worthy men to whom their excellent 
rulers themselves have borne their testimony, i 
and the donors, while they desire those favours j 
already granted may be abrogated. Now if, 
any one should ask these (je..'ilos themselves, 
which of the two things they would choose to 
yart with, their Jives, or the customs of their, 


forefathers, their solemnities, their sacrifices, 
their festivals, which they celebrate in honout 
of those they suppose to lie gods ? I know 
very well that they would choose to suffer any 
thing whatsoever rather than a dissolution of 
any of the customs of their forefathers ; for 
a great many of them have rather chosen to 
go to war on that account, as very solicitous 
not to transgress in those matters ; and indeed 
we take an estimate of that happiness which 
all mankind do now enjoy by your means 
from this very thing, that we are allowed every 
one to worship as our own institutions require, 
and yet to live [in peace] ; and although they 
would not be thus treated themselves, yet do 
they endeavour to compel others to comply 
with them, as if it w'cre not as great an in- 
stance of impiety, profanely to dissolve the 
religious solemnities of any others, as to be 
negligent in the observation of their awn to* 
wards their gods. And let us now consider 
the one of these practices : — Is there any peo- 
ple, or city, or community of men, to whom 
your government and the Roman power does 
not appear to he the greatest blessing ? Is 
there any one that can desire to make void the 
favours they liave granted ? No one is cer- 
tainly so mad ; for there are no men but such 
as have been partakers of their favours, both 
! public and private ; and indeed those that take 
away what you have granted, can have no as- 
surance, but every one of their own grants 
made them by you may be taken from them 
also; which grants of yours can yet never be 
sufficiently valued ; for if they consider the 
old goveininents under kings, together with 
your present government, besides the great 
number of benefits which this government 
hath bestowed on them, in order to their hap- 
piness, this is instead of all the rest, that they 
appear to be no longer in a state of slavery, 
but of freedom. Now the privileges we de- 
sire, even wdicn we are in the best circumstan- 
ces, are not such as deserve to be envied, for 
we are indeed in a prosperous stale by your 
means, but this is only in common with others; 
and it is no more than this which we desire, 
to preserve our religion without any prohibi- 
tion, which, as it appears not in itself a privi- 
lege to be envied us, so it is for the advantage 
of those that grant it to us ; for if the Divi- 
nity delights in being honoured, be must de- 
light in those that permit hiip to he honoured. 
And there are none of our customs which are 
inhuman, but all tending to piety, and de- 
voted to the preservation of justice ; nor do 
we conceal those injunctions of ours by which 
we govern our lives, they being memorials of 
piety, and of a friendly conversation among 
men. And the seventh day we set apart from 
labour ; it is dedicated to the learning of our 
customs and laws,* we thinking it proper to 

* We may here observe the ancient practice of the 
Jews, of dedicating the Sabbath-day, not to idleness, 
but to Uiv learning their sacred rites and religious cuv 
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reflect on them, as well as on any [good] thing 
else, in order to our avoiding of sin. If any 
one therefore examine into our observances, 
he will find they are good in themselves, and 
that they are ancient also, though some think 
otherwise, insomuch that those who have re- 
ceived them cannot easily be brought to de- 
part from them, out of that honour they pay 
to the length of time they have religiously 
enjoyed them and observed them. Now our 
adversaries take these our privileges away in 
the way of injustice ; they violently seize up- 
on that money of ours which is offered to God, 
and called sacred money, and this openly, after 
a sacrilegious manner ; and they impose tri* ' 
butes upon us, and bring us before tribunals I 
on holy days, and then retjuire other like debts 
of us, not because the contracts reijuire it, 
and for their own advantage, but because they 
would put an affront on our religion, of 
which they are conscious as well as we, and 
have indulged tJiemsclves in an unjust, and 
to them involuntary hatred ; for yoi>r govern- 
ment over all is one, tending to the establish- 
ing of benevolence, and abolishing of ill-will 
among such as are dispuseil to it. This is 
tberefbre what we implore from thee, most ex- 
cellent Agrippa., that we may not be ill treat- 
ed ; that we may not be abused ; that we may 
not be hindered from making use of our own 
customs, nor be despoiled of our goods; nor 
be forced by these men to do what we our- 
selves force nobody to do ; for these privileges 
of ours are not only according to justice, but 
have formerly been granted ns by you : and 
we are able to road to you many decrees of 
the senate, and the tables that contain them, 
which are still extant in the capitol concern- 
ing these tlings, which it is evident were 
granted after you had experience of our fide- 
lity towards you, wh.ich ought to be valued, 
though no such fidelity had been ; for you 
have hitherto preserved what people were in 
possession of, not to us only, but almost to 
all men, and have added greater advantages 
than they could have hoped for, and thereby 
your government is become a great advantage 
to tliem. And if any one were able to enu- 
merate the prosperity you have conferred on 
every nation, which they possess by your 
means, he could never put an end to his dis- 
course ; but that we may demonstrate that we 
are not unworthy of all those advantages we 
have obtained, it* will be sufficient for us to 
say nothing of other things, but to speak 
freely of this king who now governs us, and 
is now one of thy assessors : and indeed in 
what instance of good-will, as to your house, 
hath he been deficient ? What mark of fide- 
lity to it hath he omitted ? What token of 
honour hath he not devised f What occasion 
for his assistance of you hath he not regarded 

toms, and to the meditation on the law of Moses. The 
like to which we moot with eLsewhero in Josephus also 
agfainst Apion, b. i, scxrt. 22. 
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at the very first? What hindereth, therefore, 
but that your kindness may bo as numerous 
as his so great benefits to you have been } 
It may also perhaps be fit not hero to pass 
over in silence the valour of his father Anti- 
pater, who when Crnsar made an expedition 
into Egypt, assisted him with two thousand 
armed men, and proved inferior to none, 
neither in the battles on land, nor in the ma- 
nagement of the navy j and what need I say 
any thing of how great weight those soldiers 
were at that juncture or how many, and how 
great presents they were vouchsafed by Caesar ^ 
And truly I ought before now to have men- 
tioned the epistles which Caesar wrote to the se- 
nate; and how Anlipatcrhad honours, and the 
freedom of the city of Rome, bestowed upon 
‘liin ; for those are demonstrations both that we 
-lave received these favours by our own deserts, 
and do on that account petition thee fur thy 
confirmakon of them, from whom we had rea- 
son to hope for them, though they had not been 
given us before, both out of regard to our 
king’s disposition towards you, and your dis- 
})Osition towards him ; and farther, we have 
been informed by those Jews that were there, 
w'ith what kindness thou earnest into our coun- 
try, and how thou olferedst the most perfect sai^ 
crifices to God, and honouredst him with re- 
markable vows, and how thou gavest the peo- 
ple a feast, and acceptedst of their own hospi- 
table presents to thee. We ought to esteem 
all these kind entertainments made both by our 
nation and our city, to a man who is the ruler 
and manager of so much of the public affairs, 
as indications of that friendship which thou 
hast retained to the Jewish nation, and which 
hath been procured them by the family of He- 
rod. So we put thee in mind of these things in 
the jircsence of the king, now sitting by thee, 
and make our request for no more but this, that 
what you have given us yourselves, you will 
not see taken away by others from us.** 

4. When Nicolaus had made this speech, 
there w’as no opposition made to it by the 
Greeks, for this was not an inquiry made, as 
in a court of justice, but an intercession to 
prevent violence to be oifered to the Jew's any 
longer ; nor did the Greeks make any defence 
of themselves, or deny what it was supposed 
they had done. Their pretence was no more 
than this, that while the Jews inhabited in 
their country, they were entirely unjust to 
them [in not joining in their worship] ; but 
they demonstrated their generosity in this, 
that though they w'orsliipped according to 
their own institutions, they did nothing that 
ought to grieve them. So when Agrippa 
perceived that they had been oppressed by 
violence, he made this answer: — That, on ac- 
count of Herod’s good-will and friendship, 
he was ready to grant the Jews whatsoever 
they should ask him, and that their requests 
seemed to him in themselves just ; and ttiat 
if they roquested any thing farther, he should 
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not scruple to grant it them, provided they 
were no way to the detriment of the Roman 
government ; but tliat, while their request was 
no more than this, that what privileges they 
had already given them might not be abro- 
gated, he confirmed this to them, that they 
might continue in the observation of their 
own customs, ivithout any one offering them 
the least injury ; and w'hen he hud said thus, 
he dissolved the assembly : upon which He- 
rod stood up and saluted him, and gave him 
thanks for tlie kind disposition he showed to 
them. Agrijipa also took this in a very 
obliging manner, and saluted him again, and 
embraced him in his arms; after ^vhich he 
w'cnt away from Lesbos ; but the king deter- 
mined to sail from Samos to his own coun-l 
try ; and when he Inid taken his leave of, 
Agiippa, he pursued his voyage, and landed ' 
at Cesarea in a few days’ time, as having fa-j 
vourable winds ; from whence he went to Je- ' 
rusalem, and there gathered all the people 
together to an assembly, not a few’ being 
there out of the country also. So when he 
came to them, and gave them a particular ac- 
count of all his journey, and of the aftairs of 
all the Jews in Asia, how by his means they 
would live without injurious treatment for the 
time to come. He also told them of the en- 
tire good fortune he liad met with, and how 
he had administered the government, and had 
not neglected any thing which was for their 
advantage; and as he was very joyful, ho now 
remitted to them the fourth part of their taxes 
for the last year. Accordingly, they were so 
pleased with his favour and speech to them, 
that they went their ways with great glad- 
ness, and wished the king all manner of hap- 
piness. 


CHAPTER III. 

HOW GREAT DISTURBANCES AROSE IN UEIlOD’S 
FAMILY ON HIS PREFERRING ANTIPATEH, 
HIS ELDEST SON, BEFORE THE REST, TILL 
ALEXANDER TOOK THAT NJUHY VERY HEI- 
NOUSLY. 

^ 1. But now the affairs in Herod’s family 
were in more and more disorder, and became 
more severe upon him, by the hatred of Salome 
to the young men [Alexander and Aristobu- 
lus], which descended as it were by inheritance 
[from their mother Mariatnnc] : and as she 
had fully succeeded against their mother, so 
she proceeded to that degree of madness and 
insolence, as to endeavour that none of her 
posterity iniglit be left alive, who might have 
it in their power to revimge her death. The 
young men had also somewhat of a bold and 
uneasy disposition towards t.l.( ir father, occa- 
sioned by the u-membranco of what their mo- 
ther bad unjustly sufi’ered, and by tlieir own af- 


fectation of dominion. The old grudge was also 
renewed ; and they cast reproaches on Salome 
and Pheroras, who requited the young men 
with malicious designs, and actually laid 
treacherous snares for them. Now, as for 
this hatred, •it was equal on both sides, but 
the manner of exerting that hatred was dif- 
ferent; for as for the young men, they w’ere 
rash, reproaching and affronting the others 
openly, and were inexperienced enough to 
think it the most generous to declare their 
minds in that undaunted manner ; but the 
others did not take that method, but made 
use of calumnies after a subtile and a spite- 
ful manner, still provoking the young men, 
and imagining that their boldness might in 
time turn to the oflering violence to their fa- 
ther, for inasmuch as they were not ashamed 
>f the pretended crimes of their mother, nor 
thought she suffered justly, these supposed 
that might at length exceed all bounds, and 
induce them to think they ought to be aveng- 
ed on tlieir father, though it were by dis. 
patching him with their ow'ti hands. At 
length it came to this, that the wliole city 
was full of their discourses, and, as is usual 
in such contests, the unskilfulncss of the 
young men was pitied ; but the contrivance 
of Salome was too hard for them, and what 
imputations she laid upon them came to be 
believed, by means of their own conduct ; 
for they were so deeply affected with the death 
of their mother, that while they said both she 
and themselves were in a miserable case, they 
vehemently complained of her pitiable end, 
w'hich indeed was truly such, and said that 
they W’ere themselves in a pitiable case also, 
because they were forced to live with those 
that had been her murderers, and to be par- 
takers with them. 

2. These disorders increased greatly, and 
the king’s absence abroad had afforded a fit 
opportunity for that increase ; but as soon as 
Ilcrod was returned, and had made the fore- 
mentioned speech to the multitude, Pheroras 
and Salome let fall words immediately as if 
he were in great danger, and as if the young 
men openly threatened that they would not 
spare him any longer, but revenge their mo- 
ther’s death upon him. They also added an- 
other circumstance, that their hopes were fix- 
ed on Archelaus, the king of Cappadocia, tliut 
they should be able by his means to come to 
Caesar, and accuse their father. Upon hear- 
ing such things, Herod was immediately dis- 
turbed ; and indeed was the more astonished, 
because the same things were related to him 
by some others also. He then called to mind 
his former calamity, and considered that the 
disorders in his family had hindered him from 
enjoying any comfort from those that w’ere 
dearest to him, or from his wife Whom he lov- 
ed so well; and suspecting tJiat his future 
troubles would soon be heavier and greatei 
than tliose that were past, he was in 
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confusion of mind, for divine Providence had 
in reality conferred upon him a great many 
outward advantages for his happiness, even 
beyond his hopes,— -but the troubles he had 
at home were such as he never expected to 
have met with, and rendered him unfortunate; 
nay, both sorts came upon him to such a de> 
gree as no one could imagine, and made it a 
doubtful question, whether, upon the com. 
parison of both, he ought to have exchanged 
so great a success of outward good things for 
so great misfortunes at home, or whether he 
ought not to have chosen to avoid the calami- 
ties relating to his family, though he had, for 
a compensation, never been possessed of the 
admired grandeur of a kingdom. 

3 As he was thus disturbed and afflicted, 
in order to depress these young men, he 
brought to court another of his sons, that w'as 
born to him when he was a private man ; his 
name was Antipater : yet did he not then in. 
dulge him as he did afterwards, when he was 
quite overcome by him, and let him do every 
thing as he pleased, but rather with a design of 
depressing the insolence of the sons of Mariam- 
ne, and managing this elevation of his son, that it 
might be for a warning to them ; for this bold 
behaviour of theirs [he thought] would not be 
ro great, if they were once persuaded that the 
succession to the kingdom did not appertain 
to them alone, or must of necessity come to 
them. So he introduced Antipater as their 
antagonist, and imagined that he made a good 
provision for discouraging their pride, and 
that after this was done to the young men, 
there might be a proper season for expecting 
these to be of a better disposition : but the 
event proved ^'ihcrwise than he intended, for 
the young men thought he did them a very 
great injury ; and as Antipater was a shrewd 
man, when he had once obtained this degree 
of freedom, and began to expect greater things 
than he had before hoped for, he had but one 
single design in his he id, and that was to dis- 
tress his brethren, and not at all to yield to 
them the pre-eminence, but to keep close to 
his father, who was already alienated from 
them by the calumnies he had heard about 
tl\em, and ready to be brought upon in any 
way his zeal against them should advise him 
to pursue, that he might be continually more 
and more severe against them. Accordingly 
all the reports that were spread abroad canuj 
from him, while he avoided himself the sus- 
picion, as if those discoveries proceeded from 
him ; but be rather chose to make use of 
those persons for his assistants that were un- 
suspected, and such as might be believed to 
speak truth by reason of the good-will they 
bore to the king ; and indeed there were al- 
ready not a few who cultivated a friendship 
with Antipater, in hopes of gaining somewhat 
by him, and tiicsc were the men who most of 
all persuaded Herod, because they appeared 
to speak thus out of their good-will to him t 
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and while these joint accusations, which, from 
various foundations, supported one another’s 
veracity, the young men themselves afforded 
farther occasions to Antipater also ; for they 
were observed to shed tears often, on accountof 
the injury that was offered them, and had their 
mother in their mouths; and among their 
friends they ventured to reproach their father, 
as not acting justly by them ; all which things 
were w'ith an evil intention reserved in me- 
mory by Antipater against a proper oppor- 
tunity; and when they were told to Herod, 
with aggravations, increased the disorder so 
much, that it brought a great tumult into the 
family ; for while the king was very angry at 
imputations that were laid upon the sons of Ma- 
riamne, and was desirous to humble them, he 
still increased the honour that he had bestowed 
on Antipater, and was at last so overcome by 
his persuasions, that he brought his mother to 
court also. He also wrote frequently to Caesar 
in favour of him, and more eairnestly recom- 
mended him to his care particularly. And 
when Agrippa w-as returned to Rome, after 
he had finished his ten years government in 
Asia,* Herod sailed from Judea; and when he 
met with him, he had none with him but An* 
tipater^ whom he delivered to Agrippa, that 
he might take iiim along with him, together 
with many presents, that so he might become 
Caesar’s friend, insomuch that things already 
looked as if he had all his father's favour, and 
that the young men were already entirely re- 
jected from any hopes of the kingdom. 


CHAPTER IV. 

HOW, DURING antipater’s ABODE AT ROME, 
HEROD BROUGHT ALEXANDER AND ARISTO- 
BULUS BEFORE CASSAR, AND ACCUSED THEM. 
ALEXANDER’S DEFENCE OF HIMSELF BEFORE 
C.£SAR, AND RECONCILIATION TO HIS FA- 
THFA. 

§ 1. And now what happened during Anti- 
pater’s absence augmented the honour to 
which he had been promoted, and his apparent 
eminence above his brethren ; for he had made 
a great figure in Rome, because Herod had 
sent recommendations of him to all his friends 
there ; only he was grieved that he was not at 
home, nor had proper opportunities of perpe- 
tually calumniating his brethren ; and his ebie’^ 
fear was, lest his father should alter bis mind, 
and entertain a more favourable opinion of 
the sons of Mariamne ; and as he had this in 
his mind, he did not desist from his purpose, 
but continually sent from Rome any such 
stories as he hoped might grieve and irritate 

* This interval of ten yoan for the duration Manrua 
Agrippa's government in Asia, seems to be true, and 
aerecable to the Roman history. See Usher’s Annals 
at A. M. 7392. 
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his father against his brethren, under pretence his view, at the same time reckons upon pro- 
indeed of a deep concern for his preservation, curing the death of his father, because other- 
but in truth, such as his malidojus mind die- wise he cannot come at the government : that 
tated, in order to purchase a greater hope of | as for himself, he had hitherto given them all 
the succession, which yet was already great that he was able, and what was agreeable to 


in itself : and thus he did till he had excited 
such a degree of anger in Herod, that he was 
already become very ill disposed towards the 
young men ; but still wln'le he delayed to ex- 
ercise so violent a disgust against them, and 
that he might not either be too remiss or too 
rash, and so oH'cnd, he thought it best to sail 
to Rome, and there accuse his sons before 
Cecsar, and not indulge himself in any such 
crime as might be heinous enough to be sus- 
pected of impiety. But as he was going up 
to Rome, it happened that he made such baste 
as to meet with Caesar at the city Aquilei : • 
so when he came to the speech of Caesar, he 
asked for a time for bearing this great cause, 
wherein he thought himself very miserable, 
and presented his sons there, and accused 
them of their mad actions, and of their at 
tempts against him 'I’hat they were ene- 
mies to him ; and by all the means they were 
able, did their endeavours to show their hat- 
red to their own father, and would take away 
bis life, and so obtain his kingdom, after the 
most barbarous manner ; that be had power 
from C«sar to dispose of it, not by necessity, 
but by choice, to him who shall exercise tlie 
greatest piety towards him ; while these my 
sons are not so desirous of ruling, as tlicy are 
upon a disappointment thereof, to expose their 
ow'n life, if so be they may but deprive their 
father of iiis life; so wild and polluted is their 
mind by time become, out of their hatred to 
him : that whereas he had a long time borne 
this his misfortune, he was now compelled to 
lay it before Ca*sar, and to pollute his cars 
with such language, while he himself wants 
to know what severity they have ever sull'ered 
from him, or w hat hardships he had ever laid 
upon them to make them complain of him ; 
and how they can think it just that he sliould 
not be lord of that kingdom which he in a 
long time, and with great danger, had gain- 
ed, and not allow him to keep it and dispose 
of it to him who should deserve best; and 
this, with other advantages, he proposes as a 
reward for the piety of such a one as w’ill here- 
after imitate the care he hath taken of it, and 
Utat such a one may gain so great a requital 
as that is : and that it is an impious thing 
for them to pretend to meddle wdth it before- 
hand, for he who hath ever the kingdom in 

* Although Herod met Augustus at Aquilei, yet was 
this accusation of his sons deferred tiil they came to 
Itonie, as sect. 3 assures us, and as we are particularly 
informed in the History of the War, b. i, ch. xxiii, sect 
3, though what he here says belongs' distbictly to Alex- 
ander, the elder brotlier, I mean liis being brought to 
Rome, is here Justly extended to both the brotlicrs, and 
that not only in our conies, b;i< . that of Zoiiuros also : 
nor is there reason to doubt but woiu ixith at this 
solemn hearing by Augustus, although the defence was 
made by Alexander ah'ne, who wrw the eUlent brother, ; 
aud one that could speak very wi ti I 


such as are subject to the royal authority, 
and the sons of a king ; what ornaments they 
wanted, with servants and delicate fare, and 
had married them into the most illustrious 
families, the one [Aristobulus] to his sister’s 
daughter, but Alexander to the daughter of 
king Archelaus ; and, what was the greatest 
favour of all, when their crimes were so very 
bad, and he had authority to punish them, 
yet had he not made use of it against them, 
but had brought thenn before Cac&ar, their 
common benefactor, and liad not used the se- 
verity which cither as a father W'lio had been 
impiously abused, or as king who had been 
assaulted treacherously, he might have done, 
but made them stand upon the level with 
him in judgment : that, however, it was ne- 
cessary that all this should not be passed over 
without punishment, nor himself live in the 
greatest fears ; nay, that it was not for their 
own advantage to see the light of the sun 
after what they had done, although they 
should escape at this time, since they had 
done the vilest things, and would certainly suf- 
fer the greatest punishments that ever were 
known among mankind. 

2. These were the accusations which He- 
rod laid with great vehemency against his 
sons before C«»sar. Now the young men, 
both while he w as speaking, and chiefly at his 
concluding, w'cpt, and were in confusion. 
Now' as to themselves, they knew in their ow n 
conscience they w'cre innocent, but because 
they were accused by their father, they \vere 
sensible, us the truth w'as, that itwashuid for 
them to make their apology, since though 
they were at liberty to speak their minds free- 
ly as the occasion required, and might witii 
force and earnestness refute the accusation, 
yet was it not now decent so to do. Ti)ere 
was therefore a difficulty how they should be 
able to speak ; and tears, and at length a deep 
groan followed, while they w'ere afraid, that 
if they said nothing, they should seem to he 
in this difficulty from a consciousness of guilt, 
-—nor iiad they any defence ready, by reason 
of their youth, and the disorder they w'ere un- 
der; yet w’as not C«sar unapprised, when lie 
looked upon them in the co'nfusion they w'ert 
in, that their delay to make their defence did 
not arise from any consciousness of great en- 
ormities, but from their unskilfulncss and 
modesty, 'i'liey were also commiserated by 
those that were there in particular; and they 
moved their father’s affections in earnest till 
he had much ado to conceal them. 

3. But when they saw there was a kind dis- 
position arisen both in him and in Ceesar. 
and that every one of the rest did either shed 
tears, or at least did all grieve with them, th® 
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oi e of them, whose name was Alexander, call- 
ed to his father, and attempted to answer his 
accusation, and said, “ O father, the benevo- 
lence thou hast showed to us is evident, even 
in this very judicial procedure, for hadst thou 
any pernicious intentions about us, thou hadst 
not produced us here before the common 
saviour of all, for it was in thy power, both 
as a king and as a father, to punish the guil- 
ty ; but by thus bringing us to Home, and 
making Caesar himself a witness to what is 
done, thou intimatest that thou intendest to 
save us ; for no one that hath a design to slay 
a man will bring Iiim to the temples, and to 
the altars ; yet are our circumstances still 
worse, for we cannot endure to live ourselves 
any longer, if it be believed that we have in- 
jured such a father ; nay, perhaps it would 
be w'orsc for us to live with this suspicion up- 
on us, tliat wc liave injured him, than to die 
without such guilt : and if our open defence 
may be taken to be true, we shall be happy, 
both ill pacifying lliee, and in escaping the 
danger v^e are inj but if this calumny so 
prevails, it is more than enough for us that 
we have seen the son this day j which why 
should we see, if this suspicion be fixed upon 
us ? Now it is easy to say of young men, 
that they desired to reign ; and to say farther, 
tint this evil proceeds from the case of our 
unhappy mother. This is abundantly suffi- 
cient to produce our present misfortune out of 
the former; but consider well, whether such an 
accusation does not suit all such young men, 
and may not be saitl of them all promiscuous- 
ly ; for nolliing can hinder him that reigns, if 
he have children, and their mother be dead, 
but the father i-uiy have a suspicion upon all 
his sons, us intending some treachery to him: 
but a susuicion is not sufficient to prove such 
an impious practice. Now let any man say, 
whether we have actually ami insolently at- 
tempted any such tiling, whereby actions other- 
wise incredible used <o be made credible? 
Can any body prove that poison hath been 
prepared ? or prove a conspiracy of our 
equals, or the corruption of servants, or letters 
written against thee ? though indeed there are 
none of those things but have sometimes been 
liretended by way of calumny, when they 
were never done ; for a royal family that is 


was evil spoken of by those that had no rea- 
son so to do. Are we desirous of that domi- 
nion which wf know our father is possessed 
iof? For what reason can we do so? If we 
already have royal honours, as we have, should 
not we labour in vain ? And if we have them 
not, yet are not we in hopes of them? Or 
supposing that we had killed thee, could we 
expect to obtain thy kingdom ? while neither 
the earth would let us tread upon it, nor the 
I sea let us sail uj)on it, after such an action as 
that : nay, the religion of all your subjects, 
and the piety of the whole nation, would have 
prohibited parricides from assuming the go- 
vernment, and from entering into that most 
holy temple which w'as built by thee.* But 
suppose w'e had made light of other dangers, 
;an any murderer go off unpunished while 
('aesar is alive ? We are thy sons, and not so 
impious, or so thoughtless as that corncs to, 
though perhaps more unfortunate than is con- 
venient for thee. But in case thou neither 
tindest any causes of complaint, nor any 
treacherous designs, what sufficient evidence 
hast thou to make such a wickedness of ours 
credible ? Our mother is dead indeed, but 
then what befel her might be an instruction 
to us to caution, and not an incitement to 
w'ickedness. We are willing to make a larger 
apology for ourselves; but actions never done 
do nut admit of discourse: nay, wc will make 
this agreement with thee, and that before 
Csesar, the lord of all, who is now a mediator 
between us, if thou, O father, canst bring thy- 
self by the evidence of truth, to have a mind 
free from suspicion concerning us, let us live, 
though even then we shall live in an un- 
happy way, for to be accused of great acts of 
wickedness, though falsely, is a terrible thing; 
but if ihou bast any fear remaining, continue 
thou oil in thy pious life, we will give this 
reason for our own conduct; our life is not 
so desirable to us as to desire to have it, if it 
tend to tlie harm of our father who gave it 
us,” 

4. When Alexander had thus spoken, Cae- 
sar, who did not before belieVe so gross a 
calumny, was still more moved by it, and 
looked intently upon Herod, and perceived 
he was a little confounded : the persons there 
present were under an anxiety about the 


at variance with itself is a terrible thing; 
and that which thou cal lest a reward of piety, 
often becomes, ambng very wicked men, such 
a foundation of hope, as makes them leave no 
sort of mischief untried. Nor does any one 
lay any wicked practices to our charge; but 
as to calumnies by hearsay, how can he put 
an end to them, who will not hear vvliat we 
have to say ? Have we talked with too great 
freedom ? yes ; but not against thee, for that! 
would be unjust, but against tliose that never 
conceal any thing that is spoken to them. 
Hath either of us lamented our mother ? yes ; 
f>ut not because she is dead, but because she] 


young men, and the fame that was spread 
abroad made the king hated, for the very in - 

• Since some prejudiced men have indulged a wild 
suspicion, as we have supposed already, (Antiq. b. xv, 
eh. xi, sect. 7), that Josephus’s history of Herod’s r©. 
building the temple is no better than arable, it may not 
be amiss to take notice of this occasional clause in the 
s|)eeeh of Alexander before his father Herod, in liis and 
his brother’s vindication, which mqiitions the temple as 
known by every body to have been built by Her^. See 
John ii, I'O. See also another speech of iierod’s own to 
the young men that pulled down his golden eagle from 
Uie trout t)f tlie temple, where he takes notice now the 
building of the temple cost him a vast smn ; and that 
the Asiiinoneaus, in those one hundred and twenty-five 
— they held the government, were not able to per 
lorm so great a work, to the honour of God as this wet 
Antiq. b. xvii, di. vi, sect. 3 , 
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credibility of the calumny, and the commi* 
aeration of the flower of youth, the beauty of 
body, which were in the young men, pleaded 
strongly for assistance, and the more so on 
this account, that Alexander had made their 
defence with dexterity and prudence ; nay, 
they did not themselves any longer continue 
in their former countenances, which had been 
bedewed with tears, and cast downwards to 
the ground, but now there arose in them hope 
of the best : and the king himself appeared 
not to have had foundation enough to build 
such an accusation upon, he having no real 
eridcnce wherewith to convict them. Indeed 
he wanted some apology for making the ac- 
cusation ; but Caesar, after some delay, said, 
that although the young men were thorough- 
ly innocent of that for which they were ca- 
lumniated, yet had they been so far to blame, 
that they had not demeaned themselves to- 
wards their father so as to prevent that suspi- 
cion which was spread abroad concerning 
them. He also exhorted Herod to lay ail 
such suspicions aside, and to be reconciled to 
his sons; for that it was not just to give any 
credit to such reports concerning his own 
children ; and that this repentance on both 
sides might heal those breaches that had hap- 
pened between them, and might improve that 
th«ir good-will to one another, whereby those 
on both sides, excusing the rashness of their 
iiuspicions, might resolve to bear a greater 
degree of affection towards each other than 
they had before. After Caesar had given 
them this admonition, he beckoned to the 
young men. When, therefore, they were 
disposed to fall down to make intercession to 
their father, he took them up, and embraced 
them, as they were in tears, and took each 
of them distinctly in his arms, till not one of 
those that were present, whether freeman or 
slave, but was deeply affected with what they 
saw. 

5. Then did they return thanks to Caesar, 
and w’ent away together ; and with them went 
Antipater, widi an liypocrlticaL pretence that 
he rejoiced at this reconciliation. And in the 
last days they were with Caesar, Herod made 
him a present of three hundred talents, as he 
was then exhibiting shows and largesses to the 
people of Rome : and Caesar made him a pre- 
sent of half the revenue of the copper mines 
in Cyprus, and committed the care of tl)e 
other half to him, and honoured him with 
other gifts and incomes : and as to his own 
kingdom, he left it in his power to appoint 
which of his sons he pleased for his successor, 
or to distribute it in parts to every one, that 
the dignity might thereby come to them all ; 
and when Herod was disposed to make such 
a settlement immediately, Ctesar said he 
would not give him lea^c to deprive himself, 
while he was alive, of the power over his king- 
dom, or over his sons. 

d. After this, Herod returned to Judea 
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again ; but during his absence, no small part 
of his dominions about Trachon had revolted, 
whom yet the commanders he left there had 
vanquished, and compelled to a submission 
again. Now, as Herod was sailing with his 
sons, and was come over-against Cilicia, to 
[the island] Eleusa, which hath now changed 
its name for Sebaste, be met with Arcbelaus, 
king of Cappadocia, who received him kindly, 
as rejoicing that he was reconciled to his sons, 
and that the accusation against Alexander 
who had married his daughter, was at an end 
They also made one another such presents as 
it became kings to make. . P>om thence He» 
rod came to Judea and to tlie temple, where 
he made a speech to the people concerning 
what had been done in this his journey : — he 
also discoursed to them about Caesar’s kind- 
ness to him, and about as many of the parti- 
culars he had done as he thought it for his ad- 
vantage other people should be acquainted 
with. At last he turned his speech to the ad- 
monition of his sons ; and exhorted those that 
lived at court, and the multitude, to concord , 
and informed them that his sons were to reign 
after him ; Antipater first, and then Alexan- 
der and Aristobulus, the sons of Muriumne ; 
but be desired that at present they should all 
have regard to himself, and esteem him king 
and lord of all, since he was not yet hindered 
by old age, but was in that period of life when 
he must be the most skilful in governing ; and 
that he was not deficient in other arts of ma- 
nagement that might enable him to govern the 
kingdom well, and to rule over his children 
also. He farther told the rulers under him, 
and the soldiery, that in case they would look 
upon him alone, their life would be led in a 
peaceable manner, and they would make one 
another happy ; and when he had said this, he 
dismissed the assembly. Which speech was 
acceptable to the greatest part of the audience, 
but not so to them all ; for the contention among 
his sons, and the hopes he had given them, 
occasioned thoughts and desires of innovations 
among them. 


CHAPTER V. 

HOW HEROD CELEBRArED THE GAMES THAT 
WERE TO RETURN EVER\ TTFTH YEAR, UP- 
ON THE RUILDING OF CESaREA ; AND HOW 
HE BUILT AND ADORNED MANY OTHER 
PLACES AfTER A MAGNIFICENT MANNER; 
AND DTD MANY OTHER ACTIONS GLORI- 
OUSLY. 

§ 1. About this time it was that Cesarea Se- 
baste, which he had built, W'as finished. The 
entire building being accomplished in the 
tenth year, the solemnity of it fell into the 
twenty-eighth year of Herod's reign, and in* 
to the hundred and ninety-second olympiad • 
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there was accot’dingly a great festivals and 
tnost sumptuous preparations made presently^ 
in order to its dedication ; for he had appoint* 
ed a contention in music, and games to be 
performed naked j he had also gotten ready a 
great number of those that fight single com- 
bats, and of beasts for the like purpose ; horse- 
races also, and the most chargeable of such 
sports and shows as used to be exhibited at 
Rome, and in other places. He consecrated 
this combat to Csesar, and ordered it to be 
celebrated every fifth year, lie also sent all 
sorts of ornaments for it out of his own fur- 
niture, that it might want nothing to make it 
decent; nay, Julia, Cassar’s wife, sent a great 
part of her most valuable furniture [from 
Rome], insomuch that he had no want of any 
thing; the sum of them all was estimated at 
five hundred talents. Now when a great 
multitude was come to that city to see the 
shows, as well as the ambassadors whom other 
people sent, on account of the benefits they 
had received [from Herod], he entertained 
them all in tlie public inns, and at public 
tables, and with perpetual feasts ; this solem - 
nity having in the day-time the diversions of 
the fights, and in the night time such merry 
meetings as cost vast sums of money, and 
puhlicly demonstrated the generosity of his 
soul ; for in all his undertakings he was am- 
oitious to exhibit what exceeded whatsoever 
had been done before of the same kind ; and 
it is related that Csesar and Agrippa often 
bald, that the dominions of Herod were too 
little for the greatness of his soul ; for that 
he deserved to have both all the kingdom^ 
Syria, and that of Egypt also. 

2. After ihii, solemnity and these festivals 
Here over, Herod erected another city in the 
plain cal'od Capharsaba, where he chose out 
a (it place, both for plenty of \vater and good- 
ness of soil, and proper for the production of 
what was there planter^, where a river encom- 
passed the city itself, and a grove of the best 
trees for magnitude was round about it; this 
he named Antipatris, from his father Antipa- 
ter. Ho also built upon another spot of 
ground above Jericho, of the same name with 
his mother, a place of great security, and very 
pleasant for habitation, and called it Cyprus. 
He also dedicated the finest monuments to 
his brother Phasuelus, on account of the great 
natural atfection there had been between tjiem, 
by erecting a tower in the city itself, not less 
tiian the tower of Pharos, wdiich he named 
Piiasaelus, Which was at once a part of the 
strong defences of the city, and a memorial 
for him that was deceased, because it bare liis 
name. He also built a city of the same name 
in the valley of Jericho, as you go from it 
northward, whereby he rendered the neigh- 
bouring country more fruitful, by the culti- 
vation its inhabitants introduced ; and this al- 
so he called Phasaelus. 

% But as for his other benefits, it is impos- 
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sible to reckon them up, those which he be- 
stowed on cities, both in Syria and in Greece* ** 
and in all the places he came to in his voy. 
ages; for he seetns to have conferred, and 
that after a must plentiful manner, what would 
minister to many necessities, and the build- 
ing of public works, and gave them the mo- 
ney that was necessary to such works as 
wanted it, to support them upon the failure 
of their other revenues ; but what was the 
l^rcatest and most illustrious of all his works, 
lie erected Apollo's temple at Rhodes, at his 
own expenses, and gave them a great num- 
ber of talents of silver for the repair of their 
fleet. He also built the greatest part of tint 
public edifices for the inhabitants of Nicopo- 
is, at Actiurn;'^ and for the Antiochians, the 
nhabitants of the principal city of Syria, 
where a broad street cuts through the place 
lengthways, he built cloisters along it on both 
sides, and laid the open road with polished 
tone, which was of very great advantage to 
the inhabitants ; and as to the Olympic games, 
which were in a very low condition, by rea- 
son of the failure of their revenues, he reco- 
vered their reputation, and appointed reve- 
nues for their maintenance, and made that 
solemn meeting more venerable, as to the s.t. 
crifices and iHther ornaments ; and by reason 
of this vast liberality, he was generally de- 
clared in their inscriptions to be one of the 
perpetual managers of those games, 

4. Now some there are who stand amazed 
at the diversity of Herod's nature and pur. 
poses ; for when we have respect to his mag. 
nificence, and the benefits which he bc-towed 
on all mankind, there is no possibility for 
even those that had the least respect for him 
to deny, or not openly to confess, that lie had 
a nature vastly beneficent: but when any oho 
looks upon the punishments he inflicted, and 
the injuries he did, not only to his subjects, 
but to his nearest relations, and takes notice 
of his severe and unrelenting disposition there, 
be will be forced to allow that;,, he was brutish, 
and a Stranges to all humanity; insomuch 
that these men suppose his nature to be dif- 
ferent, and sometimes at contradiction with 
itself ; but I am myself of another opinion, 
and imagine that the occasion of both these 
sorts of actions was one and the same ; for 
being a man ambitious of honour, and quite 
overcome by that passion, he was induced to 
be magnificent, wherever there appeared any 
hopes of a future tnemorial, or of reputa- 
tion at present; and as his expenses were 
beyond his abMites, he was necessitated to 
be harsh to his subjects; fbr the persons 
on whom he expended his money were so 
many, that they made him a very bad procur 

* Dr. Hudran here gives us the words of Suctoniu; 
concerning this Nicopohs, when Augustus rebuilt it:— 

** And that the memory of the victory at \ctium mtglu 
be celebrated the more afterward, he built Nicopolis at 
Actium, and appointed public sliows to be tiierc exhit^ 
ed everv fifth vear.” In Auaust. jeet. la 
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or of it ; and because he was conscious that 
he was hated by those under him, for the in- 
juries he did them, he thought it not an easy 
thing to amend his offences, for that was 
inconvenient for his revenue ; he therefore 
strove on the other side to make their ill-will 
an occasion of his gains. As to his own 
court, therefore, if any one was not very ob- 
sequious to him in his language, and would 
not confess himself to he his slave, or but 
seemed to think of any innovation in his go- 
vernment, he was nut anle to contain himself, 
but prosecuted his very kindred and friends, 
and punished them as if they were enemies ; 
and this wickedness he undertook out of a 
desire tiiat he might be himself alone honour- 
ed. Now fo/ this my assertion about that 
passion of his, we have the greatest evidence, 
by what he did to honour Csesar and Agrip- 
pa, and his other friends ; for with what ho- 
nours he paid his respects to them who were 
his superiors, the same did he desire to be 
paid to himself; and what he thought the 
most excellent present he could make ano- 
ther, he discovered an inclination to have the 
like presented to himself; but now the Jew- 
ish nation is by their law a stranger to all 
such things, and accustomed to prefer right- 
eousness to glory ; for which r^sun that na- 
tion was not agreeable to him, because it was 
out of their power to flatter the king’s ambi- 
tion with statues or temples, or any other 
such performances ; and this seems to me to 
have been at once the occasion of Herod’s 
crimes as to his own courtiers and counsel* 
lors, and of his benefactions as to foreigners 
and those that had no relation to him. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Mi EMBASSAGE OF THE JEWS IN CYHENE AND 
ASIA TO C.ff'.SAR, CONCERNING THE COM- 
PLAINTS THEV HAD TO MAKE AGAINST THE 
GREEKS ; WITH COPIES OF THE EPISTLES 
WHICH CiESAR AND AGRIPPA WROTE TO THE 
CITIES FOR THEM. 

§ 1. Now the cities ill-treated the Jews in 
Asia, and all those also of the same nation 
which lived in Libya, which joins to Cyrene, 
while the former kings had given them equal 
privileges w'itb the other citizens; but the 
Greeks affronted them at this time, and that 
so far as to take away their sacred money, 
and to do them mischief on other particular 
occasions. When, therefore, they were thus 
afflicted, and found no end of the barbarous 
treatment tliey met with among the Greeks, 
they sent ambassador’s to Caesar on those ac- 
counts ; who gave them the same privileges 
as they had before, and letters to the 
same purpose to the governors of the pro- | 
vinces, couies of u^iicb 1 subjoin here, as I 


testimonials of the ancient favourable disf it 
sition the Roman emperors had towards us. 

2. “ Cassar Augustus, high-priest and tri- 
bune of the people, ordains thus : — Since the 
nation of the Jews have been found grateful 
to the Roman people, not only at this time, 
but in times past also, and chiefly Hyreanus 
the hign-priest, under my father,* Caesar the 
emperor, it seemed good to me and my coun. 
scliors, according to the sentence and oath of 
the people of Rome, that the Jews have li- 
berty to make use of their own customs, ac. 
cording to the law of their forefathers, as 
they made use of them under Hyreanus, the 
high-priest of Almighty God ; and that their 
sacred money be not touched, but be sent to 
Jerusalem, and that it be committed to the 
care of the receivers at Jerusalem ; and that 
they be not obliged to go before any judge 
on the Sabbath-day, nor on the day of the 
preparation to it, after the ninth hour;f but if 
any be caught stealing their holy books, or 
their sacred money, whether it be out of the 
synagogue or public school, he shall be deem- 
ed a sacrilegious person, and his goods shall 
be brought into the public treasury of the 
Romans. And I give order, that the testi- 
monial which they have given me, on account 
of my regard to that piety which I exercise 
toward all mankind, and out of regard to 
Caius Marcus Censorinus, together with the 
present decree, be proposed in that most emi- 
nent place which hath been consecrated to me 
by the community of Asia at Ancyra. And 
if any one transgress any part of what is 
#oi^ decreed, he shall be severely punish- 
ed.” This was inscribed upon a pillar in the 
temple of Ceesar. 

3. “ Caesar to Norbanus Flaccus, sendeth 
greeting. Let those Jews, how many soever 
they be, w'ho have been used, according to 
their ancient custom, to send their sacred 
money to Jerusalem, do the same freely.” 
These were the decrees of Caesar. 

4 . Agrippa also did himself write, after the 
manner following, on behalf of the Jews : — 
“ Agrippa, to the magistrates, senate, and 
people of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting. 1 
will that the care and custody of the sacred 
money that is carried to the temple at Jeru- 
salem be left to the Jews of Asia, to do with 
it according to their ancient custom ; and that 
such as steal that sacred money of the Jews, 
and fly to a sanctuary, shdll be taken thence 
and delivered to the Jews, by the same law 
that sacrilegious persons are taken thence. I 
have also written to Sylvanus the pretor, that 
no one compel the Jews to come before a 
judge on the Sabbath-day.” 

• Augustus here calls Julius Csesar hvi father » though 
by birth he was only his uncUt on account of his adoj)* 
tion by him. See the same, Antiq. b. xiv, ch. xiv, sect. 

4 , 

t This is authentic evidence that the Jews, in fbe 
davs of Augustus, began to prepare for the celewation 
of 'the Sabbath at the ninth hour on Friday, as the tw 
dition of the ciders did. •‘■’•"us, then require oi them 
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5. Marcus Agrippa to the magistrates, se< | 
nate, and people of Cyrene, sendeth greeting. 
Tijo Jews of Cyrene have interceded with me 
for the performance of what Augustus sent 
orders about to Flavius, the then pretor of 
Libya, and to the other procurators of that 
province, that the sacred money may be sent 
to Jerusalem freely, as hath been their custom 
from their forefathers, they complaining that 
they arc abused by certain informers, and un- 
der pretence of taxes which were not due, are 
hindered from sending them ; which 1 com- 
mand to be restored without any diminution 
or disturbance given to them : and if any of 
that sacred money in the cities be taken from 
their proper receivers, I farther enjoin, that 
the same be exactly returned to the Jews in 
that place.” 

6. “ Caius Norbanus Flaccus, proconsul, 
to the magistrates of the Sardians, sendeth 
greeting. Caesar hath written to me, and 
commanded me not to forbid the Jews, how 
many soever they be, from assembling toge- 
ther according to the custom of their forefa- 
thers, nor from sending their money to Jeru- 
salem ; I have therefore written to you, that 
you may know that both Caesar and I would 
have you act accordingly.” 

7. Nor did Julias Antonius, the proconsul, 
iM’ilc otherwise. “ To the magistrates, se- 
nate, and people of the Ephesians, sendeth 
greeting. As I dispensing justice at 
Ephesus, on the ides of February, the Jews 
that dwell in Asia demonstrated to me that 
Augustus and Agrippa had permitted them 
to use their own laws and customs, and to 
oiler those their first-fruits, which every one of 
them freely oiToiv to the Deity on account of 
piety, and to carry them in a company toge- 
ther to Jerusalem without disturbance. They 
j'.lso petitioned me, tiuit I would confirm 
\\hat had been granted by Augustus and 
Agrippa by my own sanction, 1 would there- 
fore have you take notice, that according to 
the will of Augustus and Agrippa, I permi 

I hem to use and do accG||^ing to the customs 
of their forefathers withmit disturbance.” 

8. I have been obliged to set down these 
•lecrccs, because the present history of our 
own acts will go generally among the Greeks 
and I have hereby demonstrated to them, that 
we have formerly been in groat esteem, and 
have not been prohibited by those governor! 
we were under from keeping any of the law! 
of our forefatliers ; nay, that w'e have beer 
supported by them, while we followed ou: 
own religion, and the worship we paid to God ; 
and I frequently make mention of these de- 
crees, in order to reconcile other people to us, 
and to take away the causes of that hatred 
which unreasonable men bear to us. As for 
our customs,* there is no nation which always 

• The remaining part of this chapter Is remarkable, 

justly distinguishing natural justice, religion, and 
uiorality, from positive institutions, in ail countries, 


makes use of the same, and in every city al- 
most we meet with them dififerent from one 
another ; but natural justice is most agreeable 
:o the advantage of all men equally, both 
Ireeks and barbarians, to which our laws 
have the greatest regard, and thereby render 
us, if we abide in them after a pure manner, 
benevolent and friendly to all men : on which 
account we have reason to expect the like re- 
;urn from others, and to inform them that 
:hey ought not to esteem difTerence of posi- 
ive institutions a sufficient cause of aliena- 
ion, but [join with us in] the pursuit of vir- 
;ue and probity, for this belongs to all men 
n common, and of itself alone is sufiicient 
br the preservation of human life. I now 
eturn to the tliread of my history. 


CHAPTER VII. 

HOW, UPON HEROD’S GOING DOWN INTO DA- 

vid’s sepulchre, the sedition in his fa- 
mily GREATLY INCREASED. 

§ 1. As for Herod, he had spent vast sums 
about the cities, both without and within his 
own kingdom: and as he had before heard 
that Hyrcaniis, who had been king before 
him, had opened David's sepulchre, and taken 
out of it three thousand talents of silver, 
and that there was a much greater number 
left behind, and indeed enough to suffice 
all his wants, he libd a great while an inten- 
tion to make the attempt ; and at this time ho 
opened that sepulchre by night, and went in- 
to it, and endeavoured that it should not be 
at all known in the city, but took only his 
most faithful friends with him. As for any 
money, he found none, as Hy realms had done, 
but that furniture of gold, and those precious 
goods that were laid up there ; all which be 
took away. However, he had a great desire 
to make a nore diligent search, and to go 
farther in, even as far as the very bodies of 
David and Solomon ; where two of his guards 
were slain, by a flame that burst out upon 
those that went in, as the report was. So he 
was terribly affrighted, and went out, and 
built a propitiatory monument of that fright 
he had been in ; and this of white stone, at the 
mouth of the sepulchre, and that at a great 
expense also. And even Nicolausf his his- 

and evidently preferring the former before the latter, as 
did the true prophets of Goil always under the old Tes- 
tament, and ('hrist and his apostles always under the 
New ; whence our Josephus seems to have been at this 
time nearer C'hristianity than were the Scribes and Pha- 
risees of his age ; who, as we know from the New 'I’es- 
tament, were entirely of a different opinion and pratv 
*'ce. 

t It is here worth our observation, how careful Jose 
phus was as to the discovery of truth in Herod’s history, 
since ho would not follow Nicolaus of Damascus him- 
self, so great an historian, where there was great reason 
to suspect that he had flattered Hertul ; which impar- 
tiality in history Josephus here solemnly professes, and 
of which impartialitv ne has given more dcroonslTatlout 
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toriographer makes mention of this monu<- 
ment built by Herod, though he does not 
mention his going down into the sepulchre, 
as knowing that action to be of ill repute 
and many other things he treats of in tb 
same manner in his book ; for he wrote in 
Herod’s life-time, and under his reign, am 
so as to please him, and as a servant to him, 
touching upon nothing but what tended to If 
glory, and openly excusing many of his noto- 
rious crimes, and very diligently concealing 
them. And as he was desirous to put hand- 
some colours on the death of Mariainne and 
her sons, which were barbarous actions in thi 
king, he tells falsehoods about the inconti- 
nence of Mariamne, and the treacherous de- 
signs of his sons upon him ; and thus he pro- 
ceeded in his whole work, making a pompou; 
encomium upon what just actions he had 
done, but earnestly apologizing for his unjus 
ones. Indeed, a man, as 1 said, may have a 
great deal to say by way of excuse for Nico- 
laus, for he did not so properly write this as a 
history for others, ns somewhat that might be 
subservient to the king himself. As for our- 
selves, who come of a family nearly allied to 
the Asamonean kings, and on that account 
have an honourable place, which is the priest- 
hood, we think it indecent to say any thing 
that is false about them, and accordingly we 
have described their actions after an unblem- 
ished and upright manner. And allhough we 
reverence many of Herod’s posterity, who 
still reign, yet do we pay a greater regard to 
truth than to them, and this though it some, 
times happens that we incur their displeasure 
by so doing. 

2. And indeed Herod's troubles in his fa- 
mily seemed to be augmented, by reason of 
this attempt he made upon David’s sepulchre ; 
whether divine vengeance increased the cala- 
mities he lay under, in order to render them 
incurable, or whether fortune made an assault 
upon him, in those cases, wherein the season- 
ableness of the cause made it strongly believ- 
ed that the calamities came upon him for his 
impiety; for the tumult w'as like a civil w'ar 
in his palace ; and their hatred towards one 
another was like that where each one strove 
to exceed another in calumnies. However, 
Antipater used stratagems perpetually against 
his brethren, and that very cunningly : while 
abroad he loaded them with accusations, but 
stilt took upon him frequently to apologize 
for them, that this apparent benevolence to 
them might make him be believed, and for- 
ward his attempts against them; by which 
means he, after various manners, circumvent- 
ed bis father, who believed that all he did was 
for his preservation. Herod also recommend- 
ed Ptolemy, who was a great director of the 

than almost any other historian *, bui as to Herod's tak- 
ing great w#Uh out of Davif.'s sepulchre, though 1 
cannot proy^ It, yet do I sUougly suspect it from this 
vary history 


affairs of his kingdom, to Antipater; and 
consulted with his mother about , the public 
affairs also. And indeed these were all in 
ail, and did what they pleased, and made the 
king angry against any other persons, as they 
thought it might be to their own advantage : 
but still the sons of Mariamne were in a 
worse and worse condition perpetually ; and 
while they were thrust out, and set in a more 
dishonourable rank, who yet by birth were the 
most noble, they could not bear the disho. 
nonr. And for the W’omen, Glaphyra, Alex- 
ander’s wife, the daughter of Archelaua, hat- 
ed Salome, both because of her love to her 
husband, and because Glaphyra seemed to 
behave herself somewhat insolently towards 
Salome’s daughter, who was the wife of Aris- 
tobulus, which equality of hers to herself Gla- 
phyra took very impatiently. 

3. Now, besides this second contention that 
had fallen among them, neither did the king’s 
brother Pheroras keep himself out of trou- 
ble, but had a particular foundation for sus- 
picion and hatred ; for he was overcome 
with the charms of his wife, to such a degree 
of madness, that lie despised the king’s daugh- 
ter, to whom he had been betroihccl, and 
wholly bent his mind to the other, who had 
been but a servant. Herod also was grieved 
by the dishonour that was done him, because 
he had bestowed many favours upon him, 
and had advanced him to that height of power 
that he was almost a partner with him in 
the kingdom ; and saw that he had not made 
him a due return for his favours, and esteem- 
ed himself unhappy on tliat account. So 
upon Pheroras’s unworthy refusal, ho gave 
the damsel to Phasaelus’s son ; but after some 
time, when he thought the l»eat of his bro- 
ther’s affections was over, he blamed him for 
liis former conduct, and desired him to take 
tiis second daughter, whose name was Cyprus. 
Ptolemy also advised him to leave off affrotiU 
ng his brother, and to forsake her whom he 
liad loved, for that it was a base thing to be 
so enamoured of a|^rvant, as to deprive him 
self of the king’s ^od-will to him, and be- 
come an occasion of his trouble, and make 
himself hated by him, Pheroras knew that 
his advice would be for his own advantage, 
particulary because he had been accused be- 
bre, and forgiven ; so he put his wife away, 
ilthough he already had a son by her, and en- 
gaged to the king that he* would take his se- 
:ond daughter, and agreed that the thirtieth 
;ay after should be the day of marriage ; and 
iware he would have no farther conversation 
with her whom he had put away ; but when 
the thirty days were over, he was such a slave 
to his affections, that he no longer performed 
my thing he had promised, but continued 
.till with his former wife. This occasioned 
lerod to grieve openly, and made him angry, 
Hfhile the king dropped one word or other ^ 
gainst Pheroras perpetually ; and many made 
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the king’s anger an opportunity for raising that unmeasurable and extravagant degree 
calumnies against him. Nor had the king of ingratitude, as not only to suppose such 


any longer a single quiet day or hour, hut 
occasions of one fresli quarrel or another arose 
among his relations, and those that were dear- 
est to him ; for Salome was of a harsh tem- 
per, and ill-natured to Mariamne*s sons ; nor 
would she suffer her own daughter, who was 
the wife of Aristobulus, one of those young 
men, to bear a good-will to her husband, but 
persuaded her to tell her if he said any thing 
to her in private, and when any misunder- 
standings happened, as is common, she raised 
a great many suspicions out of it; by which 
means she learned all their concerns, and 
made the damsel ill-natured to the young 
man. And in order to gratify her mother, 
she often said that the young men used to 
mention Mariamne when they were by them- 
selves ; and that they hated their father, and j 
were continually threatening, that if they bad 
once got the kingdom, they would make He- 
rod’s sons by his other wives country. school- 
masters, for that the present education which 
was given them, and tlieir diligence in learn- 
ing, fitted them for such an employment. 
And as for the w'omen, whenever they saw 
them adorned with their mother’s clothes, they 
threatened, that instead of their present gaudy 
apparel, they should be clothed in sackcloth, 
and confined so closely that they should not 
see the light of the sun. *1 hese stories were 
presently carried by Salome to the king, who 
w-as troubled to hear them, and endeavoured 
to make up matters : but these suspicions af- 
flicted him, and becoming more and more un- 
easy, he believed every body against every 
body. However, upon his rebuking his sons, 
and hearing the defence they made for them, 
selves, he was easier for a while, though a 
little afterwards much worse accidents came 
upon him. 

4. For Pheroras came to Alexander, the 
husband of Glaphyra, who w’as the daughter of 
Archclaus, as we have already told you, and 
said that he had heard from Salome, that He- 
rod was enamoured of Glaphyra, and that his 
passion for her was incurable. When Alex- 
ander heard that, he was all on fire, from his 
youth and jealousy ; and he interpreted the 
instances of Herod’s obliging behaviour to 
her, which were very frequent, f(jr the w'orse, 
which came from those suspicions he had on 
account of that wofd which fell from I’hero- 
ras ; nor could he conceal his grief at the 
thing, but informed him what words Pliero. 
ras had said. Upon which Herod was in a 
greater disorder than ever ; and not bearing 
such a false calumnyi which was to bis shame. 
Was much disturbed at it: and often did be 
ianient the wickedness of his domestics, and 
how good he had been to tliem, and how ill 
requitals they had made him. So he sent for 
Pheroras, and reproached him, and said, 
“ Thou vilest of all men ! art thou come to 


things of me, but to speak of them r 1 now 
indeed perceive what thy intentions are : it is 
not thy only aim to reproach me, when thou 
usest such words to my son, but thereby to 
persuade him to plot against me, and get me 
destroyed by poison ; and who is there, if he 
had not a good genius at his elbow, as hath 
my son, that would bear such a suspicion of 
his father, but would revenge himself upon 
him ? Dost thou suppose that thou hast only 
dropped a word for him to think of, and 
not rather hast put a sword into his hand to 
slay his father ? And what dost thou mean, 
when thou really hatest both him and his bro- 
ther, to pretend kindness to them, only in or- 
der to raise a reproach against me, and talk of 
j such things as no one but such an impious 
wretch as thou art could either devise in their 
mind, or declare in their words ? Begone, 
thou that art such a plague to thy benefactor 
and thy brother ; and may that evil con- 
science of thine go along with thee ; while I 
still overcome my relations by kindness, and 
am so far from avenging myself of them, as 
they deserve, that 1 bestow greater benefits 
upon them than they are worthy of.” 

5. Thus did the king speak. Whereupon 
Pheroras, who was caught in the very act ol 
his villany, said, that, ** it was Salome who 
was the framer of this plot, and that the words 
came from her;” but as soon as she heard 
that, for she was at hand, she cried out, like 
one that would be believed, that no such thing 
ever came out of her mouth ; that they all 
earnestly endeavoured to make the king hate 
her, and to make her away, because of the 
good-will slie bore to Herod, and because she 
always foreseeing the dangers that were com- 
ing upon him, and that at present there were 
more plots against him than usual -. for while 
she was the only person who persuaded her 
brother to put away the wife he now had, and 
^ take the king’s daughter, it was no wonder 
if she were hated by him. As she said this, 
and often tore her hair, and often beat her 
breast, her countenance made her denial to be 
believed, but the perverseness of her manners 
declared at the same time her dissimulation 
in these proceedings ; but Pheroras was caught 
between them, and had not<iing plausible to 
offer in bis own defence, while he confessed tliat 
he had said what was charged upon him, but 
was not believed when he said he had beard 
it from Salome ; so the confusion among them 
was increased, and their quarrelsome words 
one to another. At last the king, out of bis 
hatred to his brother and sister, sent them both 
away; and when he had commended tlie 
moderation of his son, and that he had him- 
self told him of the report, he went in the 
evening to lefresb blmseU. such a con- 

test as this bad fallen out among them, Sa- 
lome’s reputation suffered greatly, since she 
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was supposed to have first raised the calumny ; 
and the king’s wives were grieved at her, as 
knowing she was a very ill-natured woman, 
and would sometimes be a friend, and some- 
times an enemy, at different seasons ; so they 
perpetually said one thing or another against 
her; and somewhat that now fell out, made 
them the bolder in speaking against her. 

6. There was one Obodas, king of Arabia, 
an inactive and slothful man in his nature ; 
but Sylleiis managed most of his affairs for 
him. He w^ts a shrewd man, although he 
was but young, and was handsome withal. 
This Sylleus, upon some occasion coming to 
Herod, and supping with him, saw Salome, 
and set his heart upon her; and understand- 
ing that she was a widow, he discoursed vv'ith 
her. Now because Salome was at this time 
less in favour with her brother, she looked 
upon Sylleus with some passion, and was very 
earnest to be married to him ; and on the days 
following there appeared many, anrl those 
very great, indications of their agreement to- 
gether. Now the w’omeii carried this news to 
the king, and laughed at tllfe indecency of it; 
whereupon Herod inquired about it farther 
of Pheroras, and desired him to observe them 
at supper, how their behaviour was one towards 
another ; w'ho told him, that by the signals 
which catne from their heads and their eyes, 
they both were evidently in love. After tiiis, 
Sylleus the Arabian being suspected, went 
away, but came again in two or three months* 
afterwards, as it were on that very design, 
and spake to Herod about it, and desired that 
Salome might be given him to wife ; for that 
nis affinity might not be disadvantageous to 
his affairs, by a union with Arabia, the go- 
vernment of which country was already in 
effect under his power, and more evidently 
would be his hereafter. Accordingly, when 
Herod discoursed with his sister about it, and 
asked her wdiether she were disposed to this 
match, she immediately agreed to it ; but 
when Sylleus was desired to come over to the, 
Jewish religion, and then he should marry 
her, and>lhatit was impossible to do it oii any 
other terms, he could not bear that proposal, 
and went his way; for ho said, that if lie 
should do so, he should be stoned by the 
Arabs. Then did Pircroras reproach Salome 
for her incontinency, as did the women much 
more ; and said that Sylleus had debauched 
her. As for that damsel which the king had 
betrothed to his brother Pheroras, but he had 
not taken her, as I have before related, be- 
cause he was enamoured of bis former wife, 
Salome desired of Herod she might be given 
to her son by Costobarus ; which match he 
was very willing to, but was dissuaded from 
it by Pheroras, who pleaded, that this young 
man would not be kind m her since her father 
bad been slain by him, and that it was more 
just thnt bis son, v/ho was to bo his successor 
in the tetrarchy, should have her a so he boK 
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ged his pardon, and persuaded him to do so. 
Accordingly the damsel, upon this change of 
her espousals, was disposed of to this youug 
man, the son of Flieroras, the king giving for 
her portion a hundred talents. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW HEROD TOOK UP ALEXANDER, AND BOUND 
HIM ; WHOM YET ARCHEI.AUS, KING OF CAP- 
PADOCIA, RECONCILED TO HIS FATHER HE- 
ROD AGAIN. 

§ 1. But still the affairs of Herod’s family 
were no better, but perpetually more trouble- 
some. Now this accident happened, which 
arose from no decent occasion, but proceeded 
so far as to bring great difficulties upon him. 
There were certain eunuchs which the king 
had, and on account of their beauty w'as very 
fond of them ; and the care of bringing him 
drink was entrusted to one of them ; of bring- 
ing him his supper, to another ; and of put- 
ting him to bed, to the third, who also ma- 
naged the principal affairs of the government ; 
and there was one told the king that these eu- 
nuchs were corrupted by Alexander the king's 
son, by great sums of money : and when they 
were asked whether Alexander had had cri- 
minal conversation with them, they confessed 
it, but said they knew of no farther mischief 
of his against his father ; but when they were 
more severely tortured, and were in the ut- 
most extremity, and the tormentors, out of 
compliance with Antipater, stretched the rack 
to the very utmost, they said that Alexander 
bare great ill-will and innate hatred to his 
father ; and that he told them that Herod de 
spairpd to live much longer ; and that, in or- 
der to cover his great age, he coloured his 
hair black, and endeavoured lo conceal w'hat 
would discover how' old he was; but that if 
he would apply himself to him, when he 
should attain the kingdom, which in spite of 
his father, could come to no one else, he 
should quickly have the first place in that 
kingdom under liim, for that he was now 
ready to take the kingdom, not only as his 
birthright, but by the preparations he had 
made for obtaining it, because a great many 
of the rulers, and a great many of his friends, 
were of his side, and those no ill men neither, 
ready both to do and to suffer wdiatsoevcr 
should come on that account. 

2, When Herod heard this confession, he 
was all over anger and fear, some parts seem- 
ing to him reproachful, and some made him 
suspicious of dangers that attended him, m* 
somucb, that on both accounts he was pro- 
voked, and bitterly afraid lest some more 
heavy plot was laid against him than he should 
be then able to escape from ; whereupon l»o 
. did not now make an Open search, but seui 
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about spies to watch such as he suspected, for 
he was now overrun with suspicion and ha> 
tred against all about him ; and indulging 
abundance of those suspicions, in order to his 
preservation, he continued to suspect those 
that were guiltless : nor did he set any bounds 
to himself; but supposing that those who 
staid with him had the most power to hurt 
him, they were to him very frightful ; and 
for those that did not use to come to him, it 
seemed enough to name them [to make them 
suspected], and he thought himself safer when 
they were destroyed : and at last his domes- 
tics were come to that pass, that being no way 
secure of escaping themselves, they fell to ac- 
cusing one another, and imagining that he 
who first accused another, was most likely to 
save himself ; yet, when any had overthrown 
others, they were hated ; and they w'ere 
thought to suffer justly, who unjustly accused 
others ; and they only thereby prevented their 
own accusation ; nay, they now executed their 
own private enmities by this means, and when 
they were caught, they were punished in the 
same way. Thus these men contrived to 
make use of this opportunity as an instrument 
and a snare against their enemies ; yet, when 
they tried it, were themselves caught also in 
the same snare which they laid for others ; 
and the king soon repented of wliat he had 
done, because he had no clear evidence of the 
guilt of those whom he had sluin; and yet 
what was still more severe in him, he did not 
make use of his repentance, in order to leave 
Mf doing the like again, but in order to inflict 
the same punishment upon their accusers. 

3. And in shis state of disorder were the 
ail airs of the palace ; and he had already told 
many of his friends directly, that they ought 
not to appear before him, nor come into the 
palace ; and the reason of this injunction was, 
that [when tliey were there] he had less free- 
dom of acting, or a greater restraint on him- 
self on their account; for at this time it was 
tliat he expelled Andromucluis and Gemellus, 
men who had of old been his friends, and 
been very useful to him in the affairs of his 
kingdom, and been of advantage to his fa- 
mily, by their embarsages and counsels ; and 
had been tutors to his sons, and had in a man- 
ner the first degree of freedom with him. H< 
expelled Andromachus, because his son De- 
metrius was a coippanion to Alexander ; and 
Gemellus, because he knew that he wished 
him well, which arose from his having been 
with him in his youth, when he was at school, 
and absent at Rome. These he expelled out 
of his palace, and was willing enough to have 
done worse by them ; but that be might not 
seem to take such liberty against men of so 
great reputation, he contented himself with 
depriving them of their dignity, and of their 
power to hinder his wicked proceedings. 

4. Now it was Antipater who was the 
cause of all this ; who when he knew what a 


mad and licentious way of acting his father 
was in, and had been a great while one of his 
counsellors, be hurried him on, and then 
thought he should bring him to do somewhat 
to purpose, when every one that could oppose 
him was taken away. When therefore An- 
dromachus and his friends were driven away, 
ind had no discourse nor freedom with the 
king any longer, the king, in the first place, 
examined by torture all whom he thought to 
be faithful to Alexander, whether they knew 
of any of his attempts against him ; but these 
died without having any thing to say to that 
matter, which made the king more zealous 
after discoveries], when he could not find 
out what evil proceedings he suspected them 
of. As for Antipater, he was very sagacious 
to raise a calumny against those that were 
really innocent, as if their denial was only 
their constancy and fidelity [to Alexander], 
and thereupon provoked Herod to discover 
by the torture of great numbers, what at- 
tempts were still concealed. Now there was 
a certain person among the many that were 
tortured, who said that he knew that the 
young man had often said, that when he was 
commended as a tall man in his body, and a skil- 
ful marksman, and that in his other commend- 
able exercises he exceeded all men, these qua- 
lifications, given him by nature, though good 
in themselves, were not advantageous to him, 
because his father was grieved at them, and 
envied him for them ; and that when he walk- 
ed along with his father, he endeavoured to 
depress and shorten himself, that he might 
not appear too tall ; and that when he shot at 
any thing as he was hunting, when his father 
was by, he missed his mark on purpose ; for 
he knew how ambitious his father was of be- 
ng superior in such exercises. So when the 
man was tormented about this saying, and 
had ease given hU body after it, he added, 
that he had his brother Aristobulus for his as- 
sistance, and contrived to. lie in wait for their 
father, as they were hunting, and kill him; 
and^when they had done so, to fly to Rome, 
and desire to havQ the kingdom given them. 
There were also' letters of the young man 
found, written to his brother; wherein he 
complained that his father did not act justly 
in giving Antipatera country, whose [yearly] 
revenues amounted to ten hundred talents. 
Upon these confessions Herod presently 
thought he had somewhat to depend on, in 
his own opinion, as to his suspicion about his 
sons: so he took up Alexander and bound 
him ; yet did he still continue to be uneasy, 
and was not quite satisfied of the truth of 
what he had heard ; and when he came to re- 
collect lumself, he found tliat they had only 
made juvenile complaints and contentions, 
and that it was an iflcredible thing, that when 
his son should have slain him, he should open- 
ly go to Rome [to beg the kingdom] ; so ht 
was desirpus to have some surer mark of hia 
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son's wickedness, and was very solicitous a- 
bout it, that he might not appear to have con- 
demned him to be put in prison too rashly ; 
so he tortured the principal of Alexander’s 
friends, and put not a few of them to death, 
without getting any of the things out of them 
which he su<;pected. And while Herod was 
very busy about this matter, and the palace 
was full of terror and trouble, one of the 
younger sort, when he was in the utmost ago- 
ny, confessed that Alexander had sent to his 
friends at Home, and desired that he might 
be quickly invited thither by Cassar, and that 
he could discover a plot against him; that 
Mithridates, the king of Parthia, was joined 
in friendship with his father against the Ro- 
mans, and that he had a poisonous potion 
ready prepared at Askelon. 

5. To these accusations Herod gave credit, 
and enjoyed hereby, in his miserable case, 
some sort of consolation, in excuse of his rash- 
ness, as flattering himself with finding things 
in so bad a condition ; but as for the poison, 
ous potion, which he laboured to find, he 
could find none. As for Alexander, he was 
very desirous to aggravate the vast misfortunes 
he was under, so he pretended not to deny the 
accusations, but punished the rashness of his 
father with a greater crime of his own ; and 
perhaps he was willing to make his father 
ashamed of his easy belief of such calumnies : 
he aimed especially, if he could gain belief to 
his story, to plague him and his whole king- 
dom ; for he wrote four letters and sent them 
to him, that ** he did not need to torture any 
more persons, for he had plotted against him ; 
and that lie had for his partners, Pheroras and 
the most faithful of his friends ; and that Sa- 
lome came in to him by night, and that she 
lay with him whether he would or not ; and 
that all men were come to be of one mind to 
make away with him as soon as they could, and 
so get clear of the continual fear they w'erc in 
from him. Among tliese were accused Pto- 
lemy atid Sapinnius, w'ho were the most faith- 
ful friends to the king. And what more can 
be said, but that those who before were the 
most intimate friends, were become wild beasts 
to one another, as if a certain madness had 
fallen upon them, while there was no room 
for defence or refutation, in order to the dis- 
covery of the truth, but all were at random 
doomed to destruction ! so ihat some lamented 
those that were in prison, some those that were 
put to death, and others lamented that they 
were in expectation of the same miseries ; and 
a melancholy solitude rendered the kingdom 
deformed, and quite the reverse to that happy 
state it was formerly in. Herod’s own life 
also was entirely disturbed ; and, because he 
could trust nobody, he was sorely punished by 
the expectation of farther misery ; for he often 
fancied in bis imagination, tiiat his son had fall- 
en upon him, or stood oy ',’im with a sword in 
bis hands and thus was his mind night and day 
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intent upon this thing, and revolved it over 
and over, and no otherwise than if he were 
under a distraction. And this was the sad 
condition Herod was aow in. 

6. But when Archelaus, king of Cappado- 
cia, heard of the state that Herod was in, and 
being in great distress about his daughter, and 
the young man [her husband], and grieving 
with Herod, as with a man that was his friend, 
on account of so great a disturbance as he 
was under, he came [to Jerusalem] on pur- 
pose to compose their differences ; and, wher 
he found Herod in such a temper, he thought 
it wholly unseasonable to reprove him, or to 
pretend that he had done any thing rashly, foi 
that he should thereby naturally bring him to 
dispute the point with him, and by still more 
and more apologizing for himself to be the 
more irritated : he went, therefore, another 
way to work, in order to correct the former 
misfortunes, and appeared angry at the young 
man, and said that Herod had been so very 
mild a man that he had not acted a rash part 
at all. He also said he would dissolve his 
daughter's marriage with Alexander, nor 
could in justice spare his own daughter, if 
she were conscious of any thing, and did not 
inform Herod of it. When Archelaus appear, 
ed to be of this temper, and otherwise than 
Herod expected or imagined, and for the maia 
took Herod’s part, and was angry on his ac- 
count, the king abated of his harshness, and 
took occasion from his appearing to have act- 
ed justly hitherto, to come by degrees to put 
on the affection of a father, and was on both 
sides to be pitied ; for when some persons re- 
futed the calumnies that were laid on the 
young man, he was tbrowm into a passion ; 
but when Archelaus joined in the accusation, 
be was dissolved into tears and sorrow after 
an affectionate manner. Accordingly, he de- 
sired that he would not dissolve his son’s mar- 
riage, and became not so angry as before for 
his offences. So when Archelaus had brought 
him to a more moderate temper, he transferred 
the calumnies upon his friends ; and said it 
must be owing to them that so young a niMn, 

I and one unacquainted with malice, was cor- 
rupted ; and he supposed that there was more 
reason to suspect the brother than the son. 
Upon which Herod was very much displeased 
at Pfieroras, who indeed now had no one that 
could make a reconciliation between him and 
his brother. So when he s*aw that Archelaus 
had the greatest power with Herod, he betook 
himself to him in the habit of a mourner, and 
like one that had all the signs upon him of an 
undone mani Upon this Archelaus did nut 
overlook the intercession he made to him, nor 
yet did be undertake to change the king’s 
disposition towards him immediately ; and he 
said that it was better for him to come himself 
I to the king, and confess himself the occasion 
of all ; that this would ma^e the king’s anger 
I not to be extravagaoff towards hin^ and that 
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then he would be ptesent to assist him. When 
he had persuaded him to this, he gained his 
point with both of them ; and the calumnies 
raised against the yoUng man were, beyond 
all expectation, wiped off. And Archelaus, 
as soon as he had made the reconciliation, 
went then away to Cappadocia, having proved 
at this juncture of time the most acceptable 
person to Herod in the world ; on which ac« 
count he gave him the richest presents, as 
tokens of his respects to him, and being on 
other occasions magnanimous, he esteemed 
him one of his dearest friends. He also made 
an agreement with him that he would go to 
Rome, because he had written to Csesar about 
these affairs ; so they went together as far as 
Antioch, and there Herod made a reconcilia- 
tion between Archelaus and Titus, the presi- 
dent of Syria, who had been greatly at vari- 
ance, and so returned back to Judea. 


CHAPTER IX. 

JONCERNING THE REVOLT OF THE TRACHON- 
ITES ; HOW SYLLF.US ACCUSED HEROD BEFORE 
C^SAR; AND HOW HEROD. WHEN C.*:SAR 
WAS ANGRY AT HIM, RESOLVED TO SEND 
NICOLAUS TO ROME. 

§ 1. When Herod had been at Rome, and 
was come back again, a war arose between 
him and the Arabians, on the occasion follow- 
ing;— The inhabitants of Trachonitis, after 
Caesar had taken the country away from Ze- 
nodorus, and added it to Herod, had not now 
power to rob, but were forced to plough the 
land, and to live quietly, which was a thing 
they did not like; and when they did take 
that pains, the ground did not produce much 
fruit for them. However, at the fil’st the king 
would not permit them to rob ; and so they 
absDiined from that unjust way of living up- 
on their neighbours, which procured Herod 
a great reputation for bis care. But when hi 
was sailing to Rome, it was at that time when 
he went to accuse his son Alexander, and to 
commit Antipatcr to Caesar's protection, thi 
Trachonites spread a report as if he wen 
dead, and revolted from his dominion, an* 
betook themselves again to their accustomed 
way of robbing iheir neighbours ; at which 
time the king's commanders subdued them 
during his absence : but about forty of the 
principal robbers, being terrified by those that 
had been taken, left the country, atid retired 
into Arabia, Sylleus entertaining them, aftei 
he had missed of marrying Salome, and gavi 
them a place of strength, in which they dwelt. 
So they overran not only Judea, but all Cel©- 
syria also, and carried off the prey, while Syl 
leus afforded them places of protection am 
quietness during their wicked practices. Bui 
when Herod came bacE from Rome, he per. 


reived that his dominions had greatly suffered 
ly them, and since he could not reach the 
obbers themselves, because of the secure re- 
peat they had in that country, and which the 
Arabian government afforded them, and yet 
)eing very uneasy at the injuries they had 
done him, he went all over Trachonitis, and 
lew their relations ; whereupon these robbers 
'ere more angry than before, it being a law 
smong them to be avenged on the murderers 
if their relations by all possible means; so 
they continued to tear and rend every thing 
under Herod's dominion with impunity ; then 
did he discourse about these robberies to Sa- 
urninus and Volumnius, and required that 
they should be punished ; upon which occa- 
sion they still the more confirmed themselves 
n their robberies, and became more numer- 
lus, and made very great disturbances, laying 
vaste the countries and villages that belonged 
:o Herod's kingdom, and killing those men 
whom they caught, till these unjust proceed- 
ngs came to be like a real war, for the rob- 
bers were now become about a thousand ; — at 
which Herod was sore displeased, and requir- 
ed the robbers, as well as the money which he 
had lent Obodas, by Sylleus, which was sixty 
talents, and since the time of payment was 
now past, he desired to have it paid him : but 
Sylleus, who had laid Obodas aside, and ma- 
naged all by himself, denied that the robbers 
were in .Arabia, and put off the payment of 
the money; about which there was a hearing 
before Saturninus and Volumnius, who were 
tlien the presidents of Syria.* At last, he, 
by their means, 'agreed, that within thirty 
days* time Herod should l>e paid his money, 
and that each of them should deliver up the 
other's subjects reciprocally. Now, as to He- 
rod, there was not one of the other's subjects 
found in his kingdom, either as doing any in- 
justice, or on any other account ; but it was 
proved that the Arabians had the robbers 
amongst them. 

2. When the day appointed for payment of 
the money was past, without Sylleus's per- 
forming any part of his agreement, and he 
was gone to Rome, Herod demanded the pay- 
ment of the money, and that the robbers that 
were in Arabia should be delivered up ; and, 
by the permission of Saturninus and Volum- 
nius, executed the judgment himself upon 
those that were refractory. He took an army 
that he bad, and led it into Arabia, and in 
three days' time marched seven mansions; 
and when he came to the garrison wherein 
the robbers were, ho made an assault upon 
them, and took them all, and demolished the 
place, which was called Raepta, but did no 
harm to any others. But as the Arabians 
came to their assistance, under Naceb their 

♦ These joint presidents of Syria, Saturninus wd 
Volumnius, were not perhaps of equal authority, wt 
the latter like a procurator under the form«, tM 
very learned Norte and Pagi, and with them Dr. Hud^ 
son, determine. 
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captain, there ensued a battle, wherein a few 
of Herod's soldiers, and Naccb, the captain 
of the Arabians, and about twenty of bis sol* 
diers fell, while the rest betook themselves to 
flight. ^ when he had brought these to pu- 
nishment, he placed three thousand Tdumeans 
in Trachonitis, and thereby restrained the rob- 
bers that were there. He also sent an account 
to the captains that were about Phoenicia, and 
demonstrated that he liad done nothing but 
what he ought to do, in punishing the refrac- 
tory Arabians, which, upon an exact inquiry, 
they found to be no more than what was true. 

3, However, messengers were hasted away 
to Sylleus to Rome, and informed him what 
had been done, and, as is usual, aggravated 
every thing. Now Sylleus had already in- 
sinuated himself into the knowledge of Ccesar, 
and was then about the palace ; and as soon 
as he heard of these things, he changed his 
habit into black, and went in, and told Cae- 
sar that Arabia was afflicted with war, and 
that all his kingdom was in great confusion, 
upon Herod's laying it waste with his army ; 
and he said, with tears in his eyes, that 
two thousand five hundred of the principal 
men among the Arabians had been destroyed, 
and that their captain Nacebus, his familiar 
friend and kinsman, was slain ; and that the 
riches that were at Raepta were carried off; 
and that Obodas was despised, whose infirm 
state of body rendered him unflt for war ; on 
which account neither he nor the Arabia^ 
army were present. When Sylleus said so, 
and added invidiously, that he would not him- 
self have come out of the country, unless he 
had believed that Caesar would have provided 
that they should all have peace one with ano- 
ther, and that, had he been there, he would 
have taken care that the war should not have 
been to Herod's advantage. Caesar was pro- 
voked when this was said ; and asked no more 
than this one question, both of Herod's friends 
that were there, and of his own friends, who 
were come from Syria, Whether Herod had 
led an anny thither ? And when they were 
forced to confess so much, Caesar, without 
staying to hear for what reason be did it, and 
how it was done, grew very angry, and wrote 
to Herod sharply. The sum of his epistle 
was this, that whereas of old he had used him 
as his friend, he should now use him as his 
subject. Sylleus also wrote an account of 
this to the Arabians; who were so elevated 
with it, that they neither delivered up the rob- 
bers that had fled to them, nor paid the mo- 
ney that was due : they retained fflose pastures 
also which they had hired, and kept them 
without paying their rent, and all this because 
the king of the Jews was now in a low con- 
dition, by reason of Caesar’s anger at him. 
Those of Trachonitii. also m.'ide use of this 
opportunity, and rose up ag:unst the Idumean 
garrison, and followed the Mine way of rob- 
bing with the Arabians, who had pillaged 


their country, and were more rigid in their 
unjust proceed mgs, not only in order to get 
by it, but by way of revenge also. 

4. Now Herod was forced to bear all tin's, 
that confidence of bis being quite gone with 
which Caesar's favour used to inspire him ; 
for Caesar would not admit so much as an 
embassage from him, to make an apology for 
him ; and when they came again, he sent 
them away without success: so he was cast 
into sadness and fear; and Syl I cus’e circum- 
stances grieved him exceedingly, who was 
now believed by Caesar, and was present at 
Rome, nay, sometimes aspiring higher. Now 
it came to pass that Obodas was dead : and 
^ncas, whose name was afterward changed 
to Aretas,* took the government, for Sylleus 
endeavoured by calumnies to get him turned 
out of his principality, that he might himself 
take it ; with which design he gave much 
money to the courtiers, and promised much 
money to Caesar, who indeed was angry that 
Arctas had not sent to him first before he 
took the kingdom, yet did ^ncas send an 
epistle and presents to Caesar, and a crown of 
gold, of the weight of many talents. . Now 
that epistle accused Sylleus as having been a 
wicked servant, and having killed Obodas by 
poison ; and that while he was alive, he had 
governed him as he pleased ; and had also 
debauched the wives of the Arabians ; and 
had borrow'ed money, in order to obtain the 
dominion for himself : yet did not Caesar give 
heed to these accusations, but sent his ambas- 
sadors back, wdtbout receiving any of his pre- 
sents. But in the mean time the affairs of 
Judea and Arabia became worse and worse, 
partly because of the anarchy they were un- 
der, and partly because, bad as they were, 
nobody had pow'er to govern them ; for of 
the tw'o kings, the one was not yet confirmed 
in his kingdom, and so had not authority suf- 
ficient to restrain the evil-doers ; and as for 
Herod, Caesar was immediately angry at him 
for having avenged himself, and so he was 
compelled to bear all the injuries that were 
offered him. At length, when he saw no end 
of the mischief which surrounded him, he re- 
solved to send ambassadors to Rome again, 
to see whether his friends had prevailed to 
mitigate Cmsar, and to address themselves to 
Ca;sur himself ; and the ambassador be sent 
thither was Nicolaus of Dapiascus. 

* This Aretas was now become so established s name 
for the kings of Arabia [at Petra and Damascus], that 
when the crown came to this iBneas, he changed his 
name to Aretas, as Havcrcamp here justly obaerves. 
See Antiq. b. xiii, ch. xv, sect. 2. 
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upon Antipater, thinking him to be his friend 
CHAPTER X. by this advice, gave him presents upon all 

occasions, and at length persuaded him to 
HOW EURYCLES FALSELY ACCUSED hkrod's inform Herod of what he had heard. So 
SONS ; AND now THEIR FATHER BOUND when he related to the king Alexander’s ill 
THEM, AND WROTE TO CASSAR ABOUT THEM, temper, as discovered by the words he had 
OF SYLLEUS AND HOW HE WAS ACCUSED BY heard him speak, he was easily believed by 
NICOLAUS. him ; and he thereby brought the king to 

that pass, turning him about jhy his words, 
§ 1. The disorders about Herod’s family and and irritating him, till he increased his hat. 
children about this time grew much worse ; for red to him, and made him implacable, which 
it now appeared certain, nor was it unforeseen he showed at that very time, for he immedi. 
beforehand, that fortune threatened the great- ately gave Eurycles a present of fifty talents ; 
ost and most insupportable misfortunes pos- who, when he had gotten them, went to Ar- 
sible to his kingdom. Its progress and aug- chelaus, king of Cappadocia, and commended 
mentation at this time arose on the occasion j Alexander before him, and told him that he 
following One Eurycles, a Lacedemonian j had been many w'ays of advantage to him, in 
(a person of note there, but a man of a per- making a reconciliation between him and his 
verse mind, and so cunning in his ways of father. So he got money from him also, 
voluptuousness and flattery, as to indulge', and went away, before his pernicious prac- 
both, and yet seem to indulge neither of ^ tices were found out ; but when Eurycles was 


them), came in his travels to Herod, and 
made him presents, but so that be received 
more presents from him. lie also took such 


returned to Lacedemon, he did not leave off 
doing mischief; and so, for his m-any acts of in- 
justice, he was banished from his own country. 


proper seasons for insinuating himself into 2. But as for the king of the Jews, he was 
his friendship, that he became one of the most not now in the temper he was in formerly to- 
intimate of the king’s friends. lie had his j wards Alexander and Aristobulus, when he 
lodging in Antipatcr’s house ; but he had not had been content with the hearing their ca- 
only access, but free conversation, with Alex, lumnies when others told him of them, but be 
aiidcr, as pretending to him that he was in was now come to that pass as to hate them 
great favour with Archelaus, the king of ^ himself, and to urge men to speak against 
Cappadocia i whence he pretended much re- j them, though they did not do it of themselves, 
spcct to Glapliyra, and, in an occult manner, Healsoobscrvedall that wassaid, and putques- 
cultivated a friendship with them all, but al- tions, and gave ear to every one that would but 
ways attending to what was said and done, speak, if they could but say any thing against 
that he might be furnished with calumnies to them, till at length he heard that Euaratus of 
please them all. In short, he behaved himself | Cos was a conspirator with Alexander; which 
so to every body in his conversation, as to thing to Herod was the most agreeable and 
appear to be iiis particular friend, and he sweetest news imaginable, 
made others believe that his being anywhere 3. But still a greater misfortune came up- 
was for that person’s advantage. So he won on the young men ; while the calumnies 
upon Alexander, who was but young ; and against them were continually increased, and, 
persuaded him, that he might open his griev- as a man may say, one would think it was 
auces to iiim with assurance, and with no- every one’s endeavour to lay some grievous 
body else. So he declared his grief to him, thing to their charge, whicli might appear to 
how iiis father was alienated from him. He be for the king’s preservation. There were 
related to him also the alfairs of his motlier, two guards of Herod’s body, who were in 
and of Antipater ; that he had driven them great esteem for their great strength and tall- 
iVom their proper dignity, and had the power ness, Jucundus and Tyrannus ; these men 
over every thing himself; that no part of this had been cast off by Herod, w'ho was dis- 
was tolerable, since his father was already (deased at them ; these now used to ride along 
come to hate them ; and he added, that he dth Alexander, and for their skill in their 
would ncitiier adqiit tliem to his table nor to exercises were in great esteem witli him, and 
his conversation. Such were the complaints, had some gold and other gifts bestowed on 
as was but natural, of Alexander about the them. Now the king, having an immediate sus- 
tliings that troubled him : and these discourses picion of these men, had them tortured ; who 
Eurycles carried to Antipaier, and told him, i endured the torture courageously for a long 
he did not inform him of this on his own ac- \ time ; but at last confessed that Alexander 
count, but that being overcome by his kind- would have persuaded them to kill Herod 
»ess, the great importance of the thing oblig- when he was in pursuit of the wild beasts, 
^ him to do it : and he warned him to have that it might be said he fell iVom bis horse, 
» care of Alexander, for that what he said and was run through with his own spear, for 
was spoken with vehemency, and that, in that he had once such a misfortune formerly. 

‘ nsequonce of what he said, he would cer- They also showed where there was monej 
hiinly kill him with his own hand. Where- 1 hidden in the stable, under'ground ; and thest 
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convicted the king’s chief hunter, that he had 
given the young men the royal hunting>spears 
and weapons to Alexander’s dependants, and 
at Alexander’s command. 

4. After these, the commander of the gar< 
rison of Alexandrium was caught and tortur- 
ed ; for he wds accused to have promised to 
receive the young men into his fortress, and 
to supply them with that money of the king’s 
which was laid up in that fortress, yet did not 
he acknowledge any thing of it himself; but 
his son came in, and said it was so, and deli- 
vered up the writing, which, so far as could 
be guessed, was in Alexander’s hand. Its 
contents were these : — “ When we have fi- 
nished, by God’s help, all that we have pro- 
posed to do, we will come to you ; but do 
your endeavours, as you have promised, to re- 
ceive us into ymir fortress.” After this writ- 
ing was produced, Herod had no doubt about 
the treacherous designs of his sons against 
him ; but Alexander said that Diophuntus, 
the scribe, had imitated his hand, and that the 
paper was maliciously drawn up by Anti pa- 
ter ; for Diophantus appeared to be very cun- 
ning in such practices ; and as he was after- 
ward convicted of forging other papers, he 
was put to death for it. 

5. So the king produced those that had been 
tortured before the multitude at Jericho, in 
order to have them accuse the young men, 
which accusers many of the people stoned to 
Heath ; and when they were going to kill 
Alexander and Aristobulus likewise, tire king 
would not permit them to do so, but restrain- 
ed the multitude, by means of Ptolemy and 
Pheroras. However, the young men were 
put under a guard, and kept in custody, thcat 
nobody might come at them ; and all that 
they did or said was watched, and the re- 
proach and fear they were in was little or no- 
thing different from those of condemned cri- 
minals ; and one of them, who was Aristobu- 
lus, was so deeply afiected, that he brought 
Salome, who was his aunt, and his mother-in- 
law, to lament with him for his calamities, and 
to hate him who had suifered things to come 
to that pass ; when he said to her, ** Art thou not 
in danger of destruction also, while the re- 
port goes that thou hadst disclosed before- 
hand all our affairs to Sylleus, when thou 
wast in hopes of being married to him ?” 
But she immediately carried those words to 
her brother; upon this he was out of patience, 
and gave command to bind him ; and enjoin- 
ed them both, now they were kept separate 
one from the other, to write down all the ill 
things they had done against their father, and 
bring the writings to him. So when this was 
enjoined them, they wrote this : that they had 
laid no treacherous designs, nor made any 
preparations against their father, but that they 
had intended to fly dv.ay ; and that by the 
distress they were in, their lives being now 
uncertain and tedious to them. 


6. About this time there came an ambassa- 
dor out of Cappadocia from Archelaus, whose 
name was Melas ; he was one of the princi- 
pal rulers under him. So Herod being de 
sirous to show Archelaus’s ill-will to him, 
called for Alexander, as he was in his l)onds, 
and a^ked him again concerning his flight, 
whether and how they had resolved to retire ; 
Alexander replied, — To Archelaus, who had 
promised to send them away to Rome; but 
that they had no wicked or mischievous de- 
signs against their father, and that nothing of 
that nature which their adversaries had charged 
upon them was true; and that their desire 
was, that he might have examined Tyrannus 
and Jucundus more strictly, but that they 
had been suddenly slain by the means of An 
tipater, who put his own friends among the 
multitude [for that purpose]. 

7. When this was said, Herod commanded 
that both Alexander and Melas should be 
carried to Glaphyra, Archelaus’s daughter, and 
that she should be asked, whether she did not 
know somewhat of Alexander’s treacherous 
designs against Herod ? Now us soon as 
they were come to her, and she saw Alexander 
in bonds, she beat her head, and in great con- 
sternation, gave a deep and a moving groan. 
The young man also fell into tears. This was 
so miserable a spectacle to those present, that, 
for a great while, they were not able to say or 
to do anything; but at length Ptolemy, who 
was ordered to bring Alexander, bade him 
say whether his wife were conscious of hisac 
tions. He replied, ** How is it |>ossiblG that 
she, whom 1 love better than my own sou), 
and by whom 1 have had children, should not 
know what I do?” Upon which she cried 
out, that she knew of no wicked designs ot 
his ; but that yet, if her accusing herself 
falsely would tend to his preservation, she 
would confess it all. Alexander replied, 
“ There is no such wickedness as those (who 
ought the least of all so to do) suspect, which 
either I have imagined, or thou knowest of, but 
this only, that we had resolved to retire to Ar- 
chclaus, and from thence to Rome.” Which 
she also confessed. Upon which Herod, sup- 
posing that Archelaiis’s ill-will to him was 
fully proved, sent a letter by .Oi)mpus and 
Volumnius ; and bade them, as they sailed by, 
to touch at Eleusa of Cilicia, and give Ar- 
chelaus the letter. And tlwt when they had 
expostulated with him, that he had a hand 
n his son’s treacherous design against him, 
they should from thence sail to Home ; and 
that, in case they found Nicolaus bad gained 
any ground, and that Ceesar was no longer 
displeased at him, he should give him hvs let- 
ters, and the proof which he had ready to show 
against the young men. As to Archelaus, he 
made this defence for himself, that he had pro- 
mised to receive the young men, because it 
was both for their own and their father’s ad- 
vantage so to do, lest some too severe prot.*- 
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dure should be gone upon in that anger and I out of any part of his country. As for the 
disorder they were in on occasion of the pre- f pretended army,’* he said, “ it was no army, 
sent suspicions ; but that still he had not pro- but a party sent out to require the just pay- 
mised to send them to Caesar; and thathe!inent of the money; that this was not sent 
had not promised any thing else to the young immediately, nor so soon as the bond allowed, 
men that could show any ill-will to him. but that Sylleus bad frequently come before 


8. When these ambassadors were come to 
Rome, they had a fit opportunity of deKver. 
ing their letters to Caesar, because they found j 
iiim reconciled to Herod ; for the circumstan- 
ces of Nicolaus’s embassage had been as fol- 
lows ; — As soon as he was come to Rome, and 
was about the court, he did not first of all 
set about what he was come for only, but he 
thought fit also to accuse Sylleus. Now, the I 
Arabians, even before he came to talk with 1 
them, were quarrelling one with another; and 
some of them left Syllcus’s party, and joining 
themselves to Nicolaus, informed liimof all the 
wicked things that had been done ; and pro- ’ 
duced to him evident demonstrations of the 
daughter of a great number of Obodas’s 
friends by SyllcUs; for when these men left 
Sylleus, they had carried off with them those 
letters whereby they could convict him. When \ 
Nicx)laus saw such an opportunity afforded | 
him, he made use of it, in order to gain his 
own point afterward, and endeavoured imme- 
'Uately to make a reconciliation betw'ecn Cae- 
sar and Herod ; for he was fully satisfied, that 
if he should desire to make a defence for He- 
rod directly, he should not be allowed that 
liberty ; but that if he desired to accuse Syl- j 
lens, tlierewunUl an occasion present itself of j 
speaking on Herod’s behalf. So when the 
cause was ready for a hearing, and the day 
was app<nnted, Nicolaus, while Aretas’s am- 
bassadors were present, accused Sylleus, and 
said that he unputed to him the destruction 
of the king [OboiUvs], and of many others of 
the Arabians; that he had borrow'ed mcaiey 
for no good design ; and he proved that he 
had been guilty of adultery, not only wkli the 
Arabian, but Roman women also. And he 
added, that above all ;he rest he had alienat- 
ed Cajsar from Herod ; and that all that he 
had s'aid about the actions of Herod w'ere fal- 
sities. When Nicolaus was come to this to- 
pic, Caesar stopped him from going on, and 
ilesired him only to speak to this affair of 
Herod, and to show that lie had not led an 
army into Arabia, nor slain two thousand five 
hundred men th^re, nor taken prisoners, nor 
pillaged the country. To which Nicolaus 
made this answer: — 1 shall principally de 
monstrate, that either nothing at all, or but 
a very little, of those imputations arc true, of 
which thou hast been informed ; for had they 
been true, thou mighteet justly have been still 
more angry at Herod.” At this strange as- 
sertion, Cesar was very attentive ; and Nico- 
laus said, that there was a debt due to Herod 
of five hundred talents, and a bond, wherein 
it was written, that if the time appointed be 
elapsed, it should bo lawful to make a seizuie 


Saturninus and Volummus, the presidents of 
Syria: and that at last he had sworn at Be- 
rytus, by thy fortune,* that he would cer- 
tainly pay the money within thirty days, and 
deliver up the fugitives that were under his 
dominion. And that when Sylleus had per- 
formed nothing of this, Herod came again 
before the presidents ; and upon their per. 
mission to make a seizure for his money, he, 
with difficulty, went out of his country with 
a party of soldiers for that purpose. And 
this is all the war which these men so tragi- 
cally describe ; and this is the affair of the 
expedilien into Arabia. And how can this 
be called a war, when thy presidents permit- 
ted it, the covenants allowed ii, and it was 
not executed till thy name, O Cwsar, as well 
as that of the other gods, bad been profaned ? 
And now I must speak in order about the 
captives. There were robbers that dvrclt in 
Trachonitis ; — at first their number was no 
more than forty, but they became more after- 
wards, and they escaped the punishment He- 
rod would have inflicted on them, by making 
Arabia their refuge. Sylleus rjjceived them, 
and supported them with food, that they might 
be mischievous to all mankind; and gave them 
a country to inhabit, and himself received the 
gains they made by robbery ; yet did he pro- 
mise that he would deliver up these men, and 
that by the same oaths and same time that ii 
sw'are and fixed for payment of his debt : noi 
can he by any means show that any other per. 
sons have at this time been taken out of Ara- 
bia besides these, and indeed not all these 
neither, but only so many as could not con- 
Iceal themselves. And thus does the calumny 
j of the captives, wliich hath been so odiously 
represented, appear to be no better than a 
fiction and a lie, made on purpose to provoke 
thy indignation ; for 1 venture to affirm, that 
when the forces of the Arabians came upon 
us, and one or two of Herod's party fell, he 
. then only defended himself, and there fell 
Nacebus their general, and in all about twen- 
ty-five others, and no more ; whence Sylleus, 

I by multiplying every single soldier to a hun- 
I dred, he reckons the slain to have been two 
' thousand five Inindred.” 

9. This provoked Caesar more than ever ; 
so he turned to Sylleus full of rage, and ask- 
ed him how many of the Arabians were slain. 
Hereupon he hesitated, and said he had been 
imposed upon. The covenants were also read 
about the money he bad borrowed, and the 

♦ This oath, 63/ the fortune of Ciesarp was put to 
Polycarp, a bishop of Smyrna, by the Roman governor 
to try whether he were a Christian, as tliey were then 
esteemed who refused to swear that oath. Martyr. 
Polycarp. sect. ii» 
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letters of the presidents of Syria, and the 
complaints of the several cities, so many as 
had been injured by the robbers. The con> 
elusion was this, that Sy Ileus was condemned 
to die, and that Caesar was reconciled to He. 
rod, and owned his repentance for what severe 
tilings he had written to him, occasioned by 
calumny, insomuch that he told Sylleus, tliat 
he had compelled him, by his lying account 
of things, to be guilty of ingratitude against 
a man that was his friend. At the last all 
came to tin's, — Sylleus was sent away to an- 
swer Herod’s suit, and to repay the debt that 
he owed, and after that to be punished [with 
death] ; but still Caesar was offended with 
Aretas, that he had taken upon himself the 
government, without his consent first obtain- 
ed, for he had determined to bestow Arabia 
upon Herod ; but that the letters he had sent 
nindered him from so doing; for Olympus 
and Volumnius, perceiving that Csesar was 
now become favourable to Herod, thought fit 
immediately to deliver him the letters they 
w’ere commanded by Herod to give him con- 
cerning his sons. When Caesar had read them, 
he thought it would not be proper to add ano- 
ther government to him, now he was old, and 
in an ill state with relation to his sons, so he 
admitted Aretas’s ambassadors ; and after he 
had just reproved tiim for his rashness, in not 
tarrying till he received the kingdom from 
him, he accepted of his presents, and confirm- 
ed him in his government. 


CHAPTER XI. 

now HEROD, BY PERMISSION FROM CiESAB, 
ACCUSED HIS SONS BEFORE AN ASSEMBLY OP 
JUDGES AT BERVTUS ; AND WHAT TERO SUF- 
FERED, FOR USING A BOUNDLESS AND MILI- 
TARY LIBERTY OF SPEECH. CONCERNING 
ALSO THE DEATH OF THE YOUNG MEN, AND 
THEIR BURIAL AT ALENANDRIUM. 

§ 1. So Cassar was now reconciled to Herod, 
and wrote thus to him — That he was grieved 
for Iiim on account of his sons ; and that in 
case tliey had been guilty of any profane and 
insolent crimes against him, it would behove 
him to punish them as parricides, for which he 
gave him power accordingly ; but if they iiad 
only contrived to fly away, he would have 
him give them an admonition, and not pro- 
c<Jed to extremity with them. He also ad- 
vise"! him to get an assembly together, and to 
appoint some place near Berytus,* which is a 
city l)elonging to the Romans, and to take 
the presidents of Syria, and Archelaus, king 

« What Josephus relates Augustus to have here said, 
that Berytus was a city belonging to the Romans, is 
oemhrmed by Spanheim’snote herer— It was (says he) 
a cohay placed there tn Augustus. Whence UJpian, 
De Cens. Del. L- t. xv. The colonv of Berytus w;is ren- 
dered famous by the benefits of * ihmt : and thence it is, 
that among the coins of Augustus, wc meet with sonje 
having this imeri ptkw The happy colony of Augustus 
at Ber>'tiis. ' 
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of Cappadocia, and as many more as he 
thought to be illustrious for their friendship 
to him, and the dignities they were in, and 
determine what should be done by their ap. 
probation. These were the directions that 
Caesar gave him. Accordingly Herod, when 
the letter was brought to him, was immediate- 
ly very glad of Caesar’s reconciliation to him, 
and very glad also that he had a complete au- 
thority given him over his sons. And it 
strangely came about, that whereas before, in 
bis adversity, though he had indeed shown 
himself severe, yet had he not been very rush, 
nor hasty, in procuring the destruction of his 
sons ; he now, in his prosperity, took advan- 
tage of this change for the better, and the 
freedom he now had, to exercise his hatred 
against them, after an unheard-of manner ; 
he therefore sent and called as many as he 
thought lit to this assembly, excepting Arche- 
laus ; for as for him, he either hated him, so 
that he would not invite him, or thought he 
would be an obstacle to bis designs. 

2, When the presidents, and the rest that 
belonged to the cities were come to Berytus, 
he kept his sons in a certain village belonging 
to Sidon, called Plalana, but near to this city, 
that if they were called he might produce 
them, for he did not think fit to bring them 
before the assembly ; and w hen there were 
one hundred and fifty assessors present, He- 
rod came by himself alone, and accused his 
sons, and in such a way as if it were not a 
melancholy accusation, and not made but out 
of necessity, ami upon tlie misfortunes he was 
under; indeed, in such a way as was very in- 
decent for a father to accuse his sons, for he 
was very vehement and disordered wlien he 
came to the demonstration of the crime they 
w'cre acclisecl of, and gave the greatest signs 
of passion and barbarity : nor would he suffer 
the assessors to consider of the weight of the 
evidence, but asserted them to be true by 
his own authority, after a manner most in- 
decent in a father against his sons, and read 
liimself wiiat they themselves hud written, 
wherein there was no confession of any plots 
or contrivances against him, but only how 
they had contrived to fly away, and containing 
withal certain reproaches against him, on ac- 
count of the ill-will lie bare them; and when 
he came to those reproaches, he cried out 
most of all, and exaggerate^ what they said, 
as if they had confessed the design against 
him, — and took his oath that he had rather 
lose bis life than hear such reproachful words. 
At last he said that he had sufficient authority, 
both by nature and by Caesar’s grant to him, 
[to do what he thought fit]. He also added 
an allegation of a law of their country, which 
enjoined this; — That if parents laid their 
hands on the head of him that was accused, 
the standers by were obliged to cast stones at 
him, and thereby to slay him ; w hich though 
he were ready to do in his own country an 
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kingdom^ yet did he wait for their detennina. 
tion ; and yet they came thither not so much 
as judges, to condemn them for such manifest 
designs against him, whereby he had almost 
perished by his sons* means, but as persons 
that had an opportunity of showing their de> 
testation of such practices, and declaring how 
unworthy a thing it must be in any, even the 
most remote, to pass over such treacherous de> 
signs [without punishment], 

3. When the king had said this, and the 
young men had not been produced to make 
any defence for themselves, the assessors per- 
ceived there was no room for equity and re- 
conciliation, so they confirmed his authority. 
And in the first place, Saturninus, a person 
that had been consul, and one of great digni- 
ty, pronounced his sentence, but with great 
moderation and trouble; and said, that he 
condemned Herod’s sons ; but did not think 
they should be put to death. He haci sons 
of his own ; and to put one’s son to death, is 
a greater misfortune than any other that could 
befall him by their means. After him Satur- 
ninus’s sons, for he had three sons that fol- 
lowed him, and were his legates, pronounced 
the same sentence with their father. On the 
contrary, Volumnius’s sentence was to inflict 
death on such as had been so impiously un- 
dutiful to their father; and the greatest part 
of the rest said the same, insomuch that the 
conclusion seemed to be, that the young men 
^ere condemned to die. Immediately after 
this Herod came away from thence, and took 
his sons to Tyre, where Nicolaus met him in 
liis voyage from Rome ; of whom he inquired, 
after he had related to him what had passed at 
Rerytus, what his sentiments were about his 
sons, and what his friends at Rome thought 
of that matter. His answer w'as, ** That what 
they had determined to do to thee was im- 
pious, and that thou oughtest to keep them in 
]irison ; and if thou thinkest any thing farther 
necessary, thou inayest indeed so punish them, 
that thou mayest not appear to indidge thy 
anger more than to gov^*rn thyself by judg- 
ment ; but if thou inclinest to the milder side, 
thou mayest absolve them, lest perhaps thy 
misfortunes be rendered incurable : and this 
is the opinion of the greatest part of thy 
friends at Rome also.” Whereupon Herod 
was silent, and in great thoughtfulness, and 
bade Nicolaus sail, along with him. 

4. Now as tliey came to Cesarea, every 
body was there talking of Herod's sons ; and 
the kingdom was in suspense, and the people 
in great expectation of what would become 
of them, for a terrible fear seized upon all 
men, lest the ancient disorders of the family 
should come to a sad conclusion, and they 
were in great trouble about their sufferings ; 
nor was it without danger to say any rash, 
thing about this matter, nor even to hear ano-' 
ther saying it, but men’s pity was forced to 
be shut up in themselves, which rendered the 


excess of their sorrow very irksome, r.tit very 
silent ; yet w’as there an old soldier of H .rod’s, 
whose name was Tero, who had a son of the 
same age as Alexander, and his friend, who 
was so very free as openly to speak out what 
others silently thought about that matter ; and 
was forced to cry out often among the mul- 
titude, and said, in the most unguarded man. 
ner, that truth was perished, and justice ta. 
ken away from men, while lies and ill-will 
prevailed, and brought such a mist before 
public affairs, that the offenders were not 
able to see the greatest mischiefs that can be- 
fall men. And as he was so bold, he seemed 
not to have kept himself out of danger, by 
speaking so freely ; but the reasonableness of 
what he said moved men to regard him as 
having behaved himself with great manhood, 
and this at a proper time also, for which rea- 
son every one heard what he said with plea- 
sure: and although they first took care of 
their own safety by keeping silcru themselves, 
yet did they kindly receive the great freedom 
he took ; for the expectation they were in 
of so great an affliction, put a force upon 
them to speak of Tero whatsoever they pleased. 

5. This man had thrust himself into the 
king’s presence with the greatest freedom, and 
desired to speak with him by himself alone, 
which the king permitted him to do ; where he 
said this “ Since I am not able, O king, to 
bear up under so great a concern as I am un- 
der, I have preferred the use of this bold liberty 
that I now take, which may be for thy advan- 
tage, if thou mind to get any profit by it, be- 
fore my own safety. Whither is thy under- 
standing gone, and left thy soul empty? 
Whither is that extraordinary sagacity of thine 
gone, whereby thou hast performed so many 
and such glorious actions ? Whence comes this 
solitude, and desertion of thy friends and rela- 
tions ? Of which I cannot but determine that 
they are neither thy friends nor relai*ion3, while 
they overlook such horrid wickedness in thy 
once happy kingdom. Dost not thou perceive 
what is doing? Wilt thou slay these two youn^ 
men, born of thy queen, who are accomplished 
with every virtue in the highest degree, and 
leave thyself destitute in thy old age, but expos- 
ed to one son, who hath very ill managed the 
hopes thou hast given him, and to relations, 
whose death thou hast so often resolved on 
thyself? Dost not thou take notice, that the 
very silence of the multitude at once sees the 
crime, and abhors the fact ? The whole army 
and the officers have commiseration on the 
poor unhappy youths, and hatred to those 
that are the actors in this matter.” — These 
words the king heard, and for some time with 
good temper. But what can one say f When 
Tero plainly touched upon the bad behaviour 
and perfidiousness of his domestics, he was 
moved at it ; hut Tero went on farther, and 
by degrees used an unbounded military free- 
dom of s'^^eech, nor was he so well discipUne%V 
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as to accommodate himself to the time : so 
Herod was greatly disturbed, and seemed to 
be rather reproached by this speech, than to 
be hearing what was for his advantage, while 
ne learned thereby that both the soldiers ab- 
horred the thing he was about, and the offi- 
cers had indignation at it, he gave order that 
all whom Tero had named, and Tero himself, 
should be bound and kept in prison. 

6. When this was over, one Trypho, who 
a^as the king’s barber, took the opportunity, 
and came and told the king that Tero would 
often have persuaded him, when he trimmed 
him with a razor, to cut his throat, for that 
by this means he should be among the chief 
of AJexandcr’s friends, and receive great re- 
wards from him. When he had said this, the 
king gave order that Tero, and his son, and 
the barber, should be tortured, which was done 
accordingly ; but while Tero bore up himself, 
his son, seeing his father already in a sad case, 
and with no hope of deliverance, and perceiv- 
ing what would be the consequence of his 
terrible sufferings, said, that if the king would 
free him and his father from these torments 
for what he should say, ho would tell the 
truth. And when the king had given his 
word to do so, he said that there was an agree- 
ment made, that Tero should lay violent hands 
on the king, because it was easy for him to 
come when !)e was alone ; and that if, when he 
had done the thing, he should sidfcr death for 
it, as was not unlikely, it would be an act of ge- 
nerosity done in favour of Alexander. This 
was what Tero*s son said, and thereby freed 
his father from the distress he was in ; but un- 
certain it is w'hether he had been thus forced to 
speak what was true, or whether it were a con- 
trivance of his, in order to procure his own and 
his father’s deliverance from their miseries. 

7. As for Herod, if he had before any doubt 
about the slaughter of his sons, there w as now 
no longer any room left in his soul for it ; but 
he had banished away whatsoever might af- 
ford him the least suggestion of reasoning 
better about this matter, so he already made 
haste to bring his purpose to a conclusion. 
He also brought out three hundred of the of- 
ficers that were under an accusation, as also 
Tero and his son, and the barber that accused 
them, before an assembly, and brought an ac- 
cusation against them all ; whom the multi- 
tude stoned with whatsoever came to hand, 
and thereby slew them. Alexander also and 
Aristobulus were brought to Sebaste, by their 
father’s command, and there strangled ; but 
their dead bodies were, in the night-time, car- 
ried to Alexandrium, where , their uncle, by 
the mother’s side, and the greatest part of 
their ancestors, had been deposited, 

8 . * And now perhaps it may not seem un- 

* The reader is here to note, that this eighth section 
to entirely wanting in the oi<' >.atin version, as Span- 
beim truly observes ; nor is ir.cic any other reason for 
It, I suppose, than the great UifHculty of an exact trans- 
lation. 
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reasonable to some, that such an inveterate 
hatred might increase so much [on both 
sides], as to proceed farther, and overcome 
nature ; but it may justly deserve considera- 
tion, whether it be to be laid to the charge of 
the young men, that they gave such an occa- 
sion to their father’s anger, and led him to 
do what he did, and by going on long in the 
same way, put things past remedy, and brought 
him to use them so iiniiiercifully ; or whether 
t be to be laid to the father’s charge, that he 
w'as so hard-hearted, and so very tender in 
the desire of government, and of other things 
that would tend to his glory, that he would 
take no one into a partnership with him, that 
so whatsoever he would have done himself 
might continue immoveable; or, indeed, whe- 
ther fortune has not greater power than all 
prudent reasonings : whence we arc persuad- 
ed tliat human actions are thereby determined 
beforehand by an inevitable necessity, and we 
call her Fate, because there is nothing which 
is not done by her ; wherefore I suppose it 
will be sufficient to compare this notion with 
that other, which attributes somewhat to our- 
selves, and renders men not unaccountable 
for the different conducts of their lives ; which 
notion is no other than the philosophical de- 
termination of our ancient law. According- 
ly, of the two other causes of this sad event, 
any body may lay the blame on the young 
men, who acted by youthful vanity, and pride 
of their royal birtli, that they should bear to 
hear the calumnies that were raised against 
their father, while certainly they were not equi- 
table judges of the actions of his life, but ill- 
natured in suspecting, and intemperate in 
speaking of it, and on both accounts easily 
caught by those that observed them, and re- 
vealed them to gain favour ; yet cannot thcii 
father be thought worthy of excuse, as to that 
horrid impiety which he was guilty of about 
them, while he ventured, without any ccrtapi 
evidence of tiieir treacherous designs against 
I him, and without any proofs that they had 
I made preparations for such an attempt, to kill 
his own sons, who were of very comely bodies, 
land the great darlings of other men, and no 
jway deficient in their conduct, whether it 
I were in hunting, or in warlike exercises, or in 
speaking upon occasional topics of discourse; 
for in all these they were skilful, and especi- 
ally Alexander, wdio was t,he eldest; for cer- 
tarnly it bad been sufficient, even though he 
had condemned them, to have kept them alive 
in bonds, or to let them live at a distance 
from his dominions in banishment, while he 
W'as surrounded by the Roman forces, which 
were a strong security to him, whose help 
would prevent his suffering any thing by a 
sudden onset, or by open force; but for him 
to kill them on the sudden, in order to grati- 
fy a passion that governed him, was a demon- 
stration of insufferable impiety. He also was 
guilty of 80 great a crime in bis older ag* * 



CHAP. I. ANTIQUITIES 

nor will the delays that he inlkde, and the 
length of time in which the thing was done, 
plead at all for his excuse ; for w'hen a man 
is on a sudden amazed, and in commotion of 
mind, and then commits a wicked action, aU 
though this be a heavy crime, yet it is a thing 
that frequently happens ; but to do it upon 
deliberation, and after frequent attempts, and 
as frequent puttings-od’, to undertake it at 
last, and accomplish it, was the action of a 
murderous mind, and such as was not easily 
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moved from that which was evil : and this 
temper he showed in what he did afterward, 
when he did not spare those that seemed to 
be the best beloved of his friends that were 
left, w'herein, though the justice of the pu- 
nishment caused those that perished to be the 
less pitied, yet was the barbarity of the man 
here equal, in that he did not abstain from 
their slaughter also. But of those persons 
we shall have occasion to discourse more 
hereafter. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FOURTEEN YEARS. 

FROM ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS’S DEATH TO THE BANISH- 
MENT OF ARCHELAUS. 


CHAPTER 1. 

HOW ANTIPATEU WAS HATED 3JY ALL THE NA- 
TION [of the JKWs] for the SLAUGHTER 
OF HIS BRETHREN ; AND HOW, FOR THAT 
REASON, HE GOT IM'O PECULIAR FAVOUR 
WITH HJS FRIENDS AT ROME, BY GIVING 
THEM MANY PRESENTS; AS HE DID ALSO 
V/ITH SATL’UNiNUS, THE PRESIDENT OP SY- 
RIA, AND THE GOV.LRNORS WHO WERE UN- 
DER HIM ; AND CONCERNING HEROD*S WIVES 
AND CHILDREN. 

§ 1. When Antipater had thus taken oR'his 
brethren, and had brought liis father into the 
highest degree of impiety, till he was haunted 
with furies for what he had done, his hopes 
did not succeed to his mind, as to the rest of 
his life ; for although he was delivered from 
the fear of his brethren being his rivals as to 
the government, yet did he find it a very 
hard thing, and almost impracticable, to come 
at the kingdom, because the hatred of the 
nation against him on that account was be- 
come very great ; and, besides this very disa- 
greeable circumstance, the affairs of the sol- 
diery grieved him still more, who were alien- 
ated from him, from which yet these kings 
derived all the safety which they had, when- 
ever they found the nation desirous of inno- 
vation : and all this danger was drawn upon 
him by his destruction of his brethren. How- 
ever, he governed the nation jointly with his 
father, being indeed no other than a king al- 
tffadv ; and he was for that very reason irust- 


ed, and the more Armly depended on, for 
which he ought himself to have been put to 
death, as appearing to have betrayed his bre- 
thren out of his concern for the preservation 
of Herod, and not rather out of his ill-will 
to them, and before them, to his father him- 
self ; and this was the accursed state he was 
in. Now, all Antipater’s contrivances tended 
to make his way to take off Herod, that he 
might have nobody to accuse him in the vile 
practices he was devising ; and that Herod 
might have no refuge, nor any to afford him 
their assistance, since they must thereby have 
Aotipaier for their open enemy ; insomuch 
that the very plots he had laid against his bre- 
thren, were occasioned by the hatred he bore 
his father. But at this time he was more 
than ever set upon the execution of his aU 
tempts against Herod, because, if he were 
once dead, the government would now be 
firmly secured to him ; but if he were suffer- 
ed to live any longer, he should be in danger 
upon a discovery of that wickedness of which 
he had been the contriver, and his father 
would then of necessity become his enemy 
And on this account it was that he became 
very bountiful to hi^ father's friends, and be- 
stowed great sums on several of them, in or- 
der to surprise men with his good deeds, and 
take off their hatred against them. And be 
sent great presents to his friends at Ron>e 
particularly, to gain their good-will ; and, 
above all, to Saturninus, the president of Sy- 
ria. He also hoped to gain the favour of ^ 
turninu&*s brother with the large presents ta 
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bestowed on him ; as also be used the same 
art to [Salome] the king’s sister, who had 
married one of Herod’s chief friends. And, 
when he counterfeited friendship to those 
with whom he conversed, he was very subtle 
in gaining their belief, and very cunning to 
hide his hatred against any that he really did 
hate. But he could not impose upon his 
aunt, who understood him of a long time, and 
was a woman not easily to bo deluded, espe- 
cially while she had already used all possible 
caution in preventing his pernicious designs. 
Although Antipater's uncle by tlie mother’s 
side was married to her daughter, and this by 
his own connivance and management, while 
she had before been married to Aristobuliis, 
and while Salome’s other daughter by that 
husband was married to the son of Calleas; 
yet that marriage was no obstacle to her, who 
knew how wicked he was, in her discovering 
his designs, as her former kindred to him 
could not prevent her haired of him. Now 
Herod had compelled Salome, while she was 
in love with Sy Ileus the Arabian, and had 
taken a fondness to him, to marry Alexas; 
which match was by her submitted to at the 
instance of Julia, who persuaded Salome not 
to refuse it, lest she should herself be their 
open enemy, since Herod had sworn that he 
would never be friends with Salome if she 
w’ould not accept of Alexas for her husband j 
so she submitted to Julia, as being Caesar’s 
wife ; and besides that, she advised her to 
nothing but what v/as very much for her own 
advantage. At this time also it was that He- 
rod sent back king Archelaus’s daughter, who 
had been Alexander’s wife, to her father, re- 
turning the portion he had with her out of his 
own estate, that there iniglit be no dispute be- 
tween them about it. 

2. Now' Herod brought up his sons’ chil- 
dren w'ith great care; for Alexander bad two 
sons by Glaphyra ; and Aristobuliis had three 
sons by Bernice, Salome’s daughter, and 
two daughters ; and as his friends were once 
witli him, he presented the children before 
them; and deploring the hard fortune of his 
own sons, he prayed that no such ill fortune 
would befall these who w'cre their children, 
but that they might improve in virtue, and 
obtain what they justly deserved, and might 
make him amends for his care of their edu- 
cation. He also caused them to be betrothed 
against they should come to the proper age 
of marriage; the elder of Alexander’s sons 
to Pheroras’s daughter, and Antipater’s 
daughter to Aristobulus’s eldest son. He 
also allotted one of Aristobulus’s daughters 
to Antipater’s son, and Aristobulus’s other 
daughter to Herod, a son of his own, who 
was born to him by the high-priest’s daughter : 
for it is the ancient practice among us to 
have many wives at tin same time. Now, 
the king ififtde these espousals for the chil- 
dren, out of commiseration of them now they 
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were fatherllss, as endeavouring to render 
Antipater kind to them by these intermar- 
riages. But Antipater did not fail to bear 
the same temper of mind to his brother’s 
children which he had borne to his brothers 
themselves ; and his father’s concern about 
them provoked his indignation against them 
upon his supposal, that they would become 
greater than ever his brothers had been ; while 
Archelaus, a king, would support his daugh- 
ter’s sons, and Pheroras, a tetrarch, would 
accept of one of the daughters as a wife to 
his son. What provoked him also was this, 
that all the multitude would so commiserate 
these fatherless children, and so iiate him [for 
making them fatherless], that all would come 
out, since they were no strangers to his vile 
disposition towards his brethren. He con- 
trived, therefore, to overturn Jiis father’s set 
tleraents, as thinking it a terrible thing that 
they should be so related to him, and be so 
powerful withal. So Herod yielded to him, 
and changed his resolution at his entreaty; 
and the determination now was, that Antipa- 
ter himself should marry Aristobulus’s daugh- 
ter, and Antipater's son should marry Phero- 
ras’s daughter. So the espousals for the mar- 
riages were changed after this manner, even 
without the king’s real approbation. 

3. Now Herod * the king had at this time 
nine wives ; one of them Antipater’s mother, 
land another the high-priest’s daughter, by 
: whom he had a son of his own name. He had 
j also one who was his brother’s daughter, and 
another his sister’s daughter ; which two had 
no children. One of his wives also was of tlio 
Samaritan nation, whose sons were Antipas 
and Arcliclaus, and whose daughter was Olym- 
pias ; which daughter was afterward married 
to Joseph, the king’s brother’s son ; but Ar- 
chelaus and Antipas were brought up with a 
certain private man at Rome. Herod had 
also to wife Cleopatra of Jerusalem, and by 
her he had his sons lietod and Philip ; which 
last was also brought up at Rome: Pallas 
also was one of his wives, who hare him his 
son Phasaulus; and besides these, he had for 
his wives Phedra and Elpis, by wdiom he had 
his daughters Roxana and Salome. As for 
his elder daughters by the same mother ivith 
Alexander and Aristobulus, and whom Phe- 
roras neglected to marry, he gave one in 
marriage to Anti pater, the, Icing’s sister’s son, 
and the other to Phasaclus, his brother’s son ; 
—and this was the posterity of Herod. 

• 'rhosc who have a mind to know all the family and 
descendants of Antipatcr the Idumcan, and of Heroil tne 
Great, his son, and nave a memory to preserve them an 
distinctly, may consult Josephus, Antfq. b. xviii, cn. v, 
sect. 4; and Of the War, b. i, ch. xxviil, sect. 4 } ano 
Noldius in Havercamp’g edition, p. 336; and Snan- 
heim, ib. p. 402— 4a4 • and Reland, Palestin. part f, P 
175, 176. 
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whom Herod had given that country for a pos. 
session, died; having lived virtuously, and 
CH APTEli II. left children of a good character behind him ; 

one of whom was Jacim, who was famous 
CONCERNING ZAMARis, THE BABYLONIAN JEW; for his valour, and taught his Babylonians 

CONCERNING THE PLOTS LAID BY ANTIPA- how to ride their horses j and a troop of 

teR against HIS FATHER ; AND SOMEWHAT them wereguards to the foreraentioned kings ; 

ABOUT THE PHARISEES. and when Jacim was dead in his old age, he 

left a son, whose name was Philip, one of 
§ I. And now it was that Herod, being de- great strength in his hands, and in other re- 
sirous to'secure himself on the side of the spects also more eminent for his valour than 
Trachonites, resolved to build a village as any of his contemporaries ; on which account 
large as a city for the Jews, in the middle of there was a confidence and firm friendship be- 
tliat country, which might make his own tween him and king Agrippa. He had also 
country difficult to be assaulted, and whence an army which he maintained, as great as that 
he might be at hand to make sallies upon of a king; which he exercised and led where- 
them, and do them a mischief. Accordingly, soever he liad occasion to march, 
when he understood that there was a man 4 . When the affairs of Herod were in the 
that was a Jew come out of Babylon, with condition I have described, all the public af. 
five hundred horsemen, all of whom could fairs depended upon Anti pater ; and his pow- 
shoot their arrows as they rode on horseback, er was such, that he could do good turns to 
and, with a hundred of his relations, had as many as he pleased, and this by his father’s 
passed over Euphrates, and now abode at concession, in hopes of his good-will and fi- 
Antioch by Daphne of Syria, where Saturni- delity to him ; and this till he ventured to 
nus, who was then president, had given them use his power still farther, because his wicked 
a place for habitation, called Vaiatha, he sent designs were concealed from his father, and 
for this man, with the multitude that fol- he made him believe every thing he said, 
lowed him, and promised to give him laud in He was also formidable to all, not so much 
the toparchy called Batanea, which country on account of the power and authority he 
is bounded with Trachonitis, as desirous to had, as for the shrewdness of his vile attempts 
make that his habitation a guard to himself, beforehand ; but he who principally cultivate 
He also engaged to let him hold tlie country ed a friendship with him was Pheroras, who 
free from tribute, and that they should dwell received the like marks of his friendship ; 
entirely without paying such customs as used while Antipatcr had cunningly encompassed 
to be paid, and gave it him tax-free. him about by a company of w'omcn, whom he 

2. The Babylonian was induced by these placed as guarefs about him ; for Pheroras 
oilers to come hither ; so he took possession w'as greatly enslaved to his wife, and to her 
of tlie land, and built in it fortresses and a mother, and to her sister; and this notwlth- 

llage, and it Batliyra. Whereby standing the hatred he bare them, for the in 

this man became a safeguard to the inhabi- dignities they had offered to his virgin daugh- 
tants against the Ti.ichonites, and preserved tors. Yet did he bear them; and nothing 
those Jews who came out of Babylon, to offer was to be done without the women, who had 
their sacrifices a* Jerusalem, from being hurt got this man into their circle, and continued 
by the Trachonilc rt bbers ; so that a great still to assist each other in all things, inso- 
number came to hinj from all those parts much that Antipater Was entirely addicted to 
where the ancient Jewish laws were observed, them, both by himself and by his mother; 
and the country became full of people, byrea- for these four women* said all one and the 
son of their utiivcrsul freedom from taxes, same thing; but the opinions of Pheroras 
'I’lns continued during the life of Herod; but and Antipater were different in some points 
when Pliilip, who w’as [totrarch] after him, of no consequence. But the king’s sister 
took the government, he made them pay some [Salome] w^as their antagonist, who for a good 
small taxes, and that for a little while only ; while had looked about all their affairs, and 
and Agrippa the Great, and his son of the was apprised that this their friendship was 
same name, alth*ougli they harassed them made, in order to do Herod some mischief, and 
greatly, yet would they not take their liberty was disposed to inform the king of it ; and 
away. From whom, when the Romans have since these people knew that their friendship 
now taken the government into their own was very disagrecaUe to Herod, as tending 
■mds, they still gave them the privilege of to do him a mischief, they contrived that their 
rlieir freedom, but oppress them entirely with meetings should not be discovered ; so they 
tile imposition of taxes. Of which matter I pretended to hate one another, and abuse one 
shall^ treat more accurately in the progress another when time served, and especially wb*^n 
of this history* Herod w^as present, or when any one was 

3. At length Zamaris the Babylonian, to 

• Pheroras’s wife, and her motlicr and sistef and IV# 

I ns. Antipater’s mother. 


* This is nowwontinji* 
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there that would tell him ; but still their in- 
timacy was firmer than ever, when they were 
private ; and this was the course they took. 
But they could not conceal from Salome 
neither their first contrivance, when they set 
about these their intentions, nor when they 
fiad made some progress in them ; but she 
searched out every thing, and, aggravating 
the relations to her brother, declared to him, 
as well their secret assemblies and compota- 
tions, as their counsels taken in a clandestine 
manner, which, if they were not in order to 
destroy him, they might well enough have 
been open and public ; but to appearance 
they are at variance, and speak about one 
another as if they intended one another a 
mischief, but agree so w-ell together when 
they arc out of the sight of the multitude ; 
for when they are alone by themselves they 
act in concert, and profess that they will 
never leave off their friendship, but will fight 
against those from whom they conceal their 
designs : and thus did slie search oiit these 
things, and get a perfect knowledge of them, 
and then told her brother of them, who un- 
derstood also of himself a great deal of what 
she said, but still durst not depend upon it, 
because of the suspicions he had of his sister’s 
calumnies; for there was a certain sect of 
men that were Jews, who valued themselves 
highly upon the exact skill they had in the 
law of their fathers, a.id made men believe 
they were highly favoured by God, by whom 
this set of women were inveigled. These 
arc those that are called the sect of the Pha- 
risees, who w'ere in a capacity of greatly op- 
posing kings. A cunning sect they were, 
and soon elevated to a pitcli of opcMi fighting 
and doing mischief. Accordingly, when all 
the people of the Jews gave assurance of 
their good-will to Ca'sar, and to the king's 
government, these very men did not swear, 
being above six thousand ; and when the 
king imposed a fine upon them, Pheroras’s 
wife paid their fine for tliem. in order to 
requite which kindness of hers, since they 
ivere believed to have the foreknowledge of 
tilings to come by divine inspiration, they 
f'oretold how God had decreed that Herod’s 
government should cease, and his posterity 
should be deprived of it ; but that the king- 
dom should come to her and Pheroras, and 
to their children. These predictions were 
not concealed from Salome, but were told 
the king; as also ho%r they had perverted 
some persons about the palace itself. So the 
king slew such of the Pharisees as were prin- 
cipally accused, and Bagoas the eunuch, and 
one Cams, who exceeded all men of that 
time in comeliness, and one that was his ca- 
tamite. He slew also all those of his own 
family nho had consenicd to what the Phari- 
sees foretold ; and for Brigoas, he had been 
puffed up 1^ them, as though he should be 
named (he mber and the benefactor of him 


who, by the prediction, was foretold to be 
their appointed king ; for that this king 
would have all things in his power, and 
would enable Bagoas to marry, and to have 
children of his own body begotten. 


CHAPTER III. 

CONCERNING THE ENMITY BETWEEN HEROD 

AND PHERORAS ; HOW HEROD SENT ANTI- 
PATER TO CAiSAK ; AND OP THE DEATH OF 

piip:roras. 

§ 1. When Herod had punished those Pha- 
risees w'ho had been convicted of the forego- 
ing crimes, he gathered an assembly together 
of his friends, and accused Pheroras’s wife ; 
and ascribing the abuses of the virgins to the 
impudence of that woman, brought an accu- 
sation against her for the dishonour she had 
brought upon. them : that she had studiously 
introduced a quarrel between him and his 
brother; and, by her ill temper, had brought 
them into a state of war, botii by her words 
and actions: that the fines w’hich he had laid 
had not been paid, and the offenders had 
escaped punishment by her means ; and that 
I nothing which had of late been done, had 
i been done without her : “ for w hich re^ison 
Pheroras would do well, if he would of his 
ow'ii accord, and by his own cutninand, and 
not at my entreaty, or as following my opi 
nion, put this his wife away, as one that w'il 
still be the occasion of war between thee and 
me. Ami now, Pheroras, if thou valuest 
thy relation to me, put this wife of thine 
aw'ay ; for by this means thou will continue 
to be a brother to me, and wilt abide in thy 
love to me.” Then said Pheroras (although 
he was pressed hard by the ftjrmer worils), lliat 
as he would not do so unjust a thing as to 
renounce his brotherly relation to him, so 
would he not leave off his affection for his 
wife; that lie would rather choose to die, than 
to live and be deprived of a wife that was so 
dear unto him. Hereupon Herod put oil 
his anger against Pheroras on tliese accounts, 
although he himself thereby underwent a very 
uneasy punishment. However, he forbade 
Antipater and his moUier to have any con- 
versation with Pheroras, and bade them to 
take care to avoid the asseifiblies of the wo- 
men ; which they promised to do, but still 
got together when occasion served ; and both 
Pheroras and Antipater had theif own merry 
meetings. The report went also, that Anti- 
pater had criminal conversation with Phero- 
ras’s wife, and tliat they were brought toge- 
ther by Antipater’s mother. 

2. But Antipater had nowr a suspicion of 
his father, and was afraid that the effects of 
his hatred to him might increase ; so he wrrote 
to his friends at Home, and bade them 
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10 Herod, th«t he would immediately send 
Anti pater to Caesar ; which when it was done, 
Herod sent Antipater thither, and sent most 
noble presents along with him; as also his 
testament, wherein Antipater was appointed 
to be his successor: and that if Antipater 
should die first, his son [Herod Philip], by 
the high-priest’s daughter, should succeed. 
And, together with Antipater, there went to 
Rome, Sy Ileus the Arabian, although he had 
done nothing of all that Caesar had enjoined 
him. Antipatcr also accused him of the same 
crimes of which he had been formerly accused 
by Herod. Sylleus was also accused by Are- 
tas, that without his consent he had slain 
many of the chief of the Arabians at Petra ; 
and particularly Soemus, a man that deserved 
to be honoured by all men, and that he had 
slain Fabatus, a servant of Caesar. These 
were the things of which Sylleus was accused, 
and that on the occasion following: — There 
was one Corinthus, belonging to Herod, of 
the guards of the king’s body, and one who 
was greatly trusted by him. Sylleus had per- 
suaded this man with the offer of a great sum of 
money to kill Herod ; and he had promised to do 
it. When Fabatus had been made acquainted 
with this, for Sylleus had himself told him 
of it, he informed the king of it; who caught 
l!orinthus, and put him to the torture, and 
thereby got out of him the whole conspiracy. 
He also caught two other Arabians, who were 
discovere<l by Corinthus ; the one the head of 
a tribe, and the other a friend to Sylleus, who 
both were by the king brought to the torture, 
and confessed that they were come to encou- 
rage Corinthus not to fail of doing what he 
nad undertaken to do ; and to assist him with 
tlieir own hands in the murder, if need should 
require their assistance. So Salurninus, upon 
Herod’s discovering the whole to him, sent 
them to Rome. 

3. At this time Herod commanded Phe- 
roras, that since he w: s so obstinate in his af- 
fection for his wife, he should retire into his 
own tetrarchy ; which he did very willingly, 
and sware many oaths that he would not come 
again till he heard that Herod was dead. 
And indeed when, upon a sickness of the king, 
he was desired to co.nc to him before he died, 
that he might entrust him with some of his 
injunctions, he had such a regard to his oatii, 
that he would not^come to him; yet did not 
Herod so retain his hatred to Pheroras but 
remitted of his purpose [not to see him] which 
he before had, and that for such great causes 
as have been already mentioned ; but as soon 
as he began to be ill he came to him, and this 
without being sent for; and when he was 
dead ho took care of his funeral, and had his 
body brought to Jerusalem, and buried there, 
and appointed a solemn movirning for him. 
This [death of Pheroras] became the origin 
of Antipater's misfortunes, although ho had 
already sailed for Rome. God now being a- 


bout to punish him for the murder of his 
brethren. I will explain the history of this 
matter very distinctly, that it may be for 
a warning to mankind, that they take care 
of conducting their whole lives by the rules 
of virtue. 


CHAPTER IV. 

PHERORAS’S WIFE IS ACCUSED BY HIS FREED- 
MKN AS GUILTY OF POISONING HIM ; AND 
HOW HEROD, UPON EXAMINING OF THE 
MATTER BY TORTURE, FOUND THE POISON ; 
BUT SO THAT IT HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR 
HIMSELF BY HIS SON ANTIPATER ; AND, UP- 
ON AN INQUIRY BY TORTURE, HE DISCOVER- 
ED THE DANGEROUS DESIGNS OF ANTIPATER. 

§ 1. As soon as Pheroras was dead, and his 
funeral was over, two of Pheroras’s freed- 
men, who were much esteemed by him, came 
to Herod, and entreated him not to leave the 
murder of his brother without avenging it, 
but to examine into such an unreasonable and 
unhappy death. When he was moved with 
these words, for they seemed to him to be 
true, they said that Pheroras supped with his 
wife the day before he fell sick, and that a 
certain potion was brought him in such a 
sort of fobd as he was not used to eat ; but 
that when he had eaten he died of it : that 
this potion w'as brought out of Arabia by a 
woman, under pretence indeed as a lov.''- po- 
tion, for that was its name, but in reality to 
kill Pheroras; for that the Arabian women 
arc skilful in making such poisons : and the 
woman to whom they ascribe this, was con • 
fessedly a most intimate friend of one of Syl- 
Icus’s mistresses ; and that both the mother 
and the sister of Pheroras’s wife had been at 
the place where she lived, and had persuad- 
ed her to sell them this potion, and had come 
back and brought it with them the day before 
that of his supper. Hereupon the king was 
provoked, and put the women-slaves to the 
torture, and some that were free w'ith them ; 
and as the fact did not yet appear, because 
none of them would confess it, at length one 
of them, under the utmost agonies, said no 
more but this, that she prayed that God 
would send the like agonies upon Antipater's 
mother, w'ho had beeqipthe occasion of these 
miseries to all of them. This prayer induced 
Herod to increase the women's tortures, till 
thereby all was discovered : tbeir merry meet- 
ings, their secret assemblies, and the disclos- 
ing of what he had said to his son alone unto 
Pheroras's * women. (Now what Herod had 
charged Antipatcr to conceal, was the gift of 
a hundred talents to him, not to have any 
conversation with Pheroras.) And what h»^ 

His wife, her mother, and sister. 
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tree! he bore to his father ; and that he com- 
plained to his mother how very long his fa- 
ther lived; and that he was himself almost an 
old man, insomuch that if the kingdom should 
come to him, it would not afford him any 
great pleasure ; and that there were a great 
many of his brothers, or brothers' children, 
bringing up, that might have hopes of the 
kingdom as well us himself ; all which made 
his own hopes of it uncertain ; for that even 
now, if he should himself not live, Herod 
had ordained that the government should be 
conferred, not on his son, but rather on a bro- 
ther. He also had accused the king of great 
barbarity, and of the slaughter of his sons ; 
and that it was out of the fear he was under, 
lest he should do the like to him, that made 
him contrive tliis his journey to Rome, and 
Pheroras contrive to go to his own tetrarchy.j* 

2. These confessions agreed with w hat his 
sister had told him, and tended greatly to cor- 
roborate her testimony, and to free her from 
the suspicion of her unfaithfulness to him. 
So the king having satisfied himself of the 
spite which Doris, Antipaicr’s mother, as well 
as himself, bore to him, took away from her 
all her fine ornaments, which were worth many 
talents, and then sent her away, and entered 
into friendsliip with Pheroras’s women. But 
he who most of all irritated the king against 
his son, was one Antipater, the procurator of 
Antipater the king’s son, who, when he was 
tortured, among other things, said that Anti- 
pater had prepared a deadly potion, and given 
it to Pheroras, with his desire that he would 
give it to his father dining his absence, and 
when he was too remote to imve the least sus- 
picion cast upon him thereto relating; that 
Antiphilus, one of Aiitipater’s friends, brought 
that potion out of Egypt j and that it was sent 
to Pheroras by Theudion, the brother of the 
mother of Antipater, the king’s son, and by 
that means came to Plicroras’s wife, her hus- 
band having given it her to keep. And when 
the king asked her about it, she confessed it; 
and as she was running to fetch it, she threw 
herself down from the house-top, yet did she 
not kill herself, because she fell upon her 
feet: by which means, when the king had 
comforted her, and had promised her and her 
domestics pardon, upon condition of their 
concealing nothing of the truth from him, 
btit iiad threatened her with the utmost mise- 
ries if she proved ungrateful [and concealed 
any thing] ; so she promised him, and sw ore 
that she would speak out every thing, and tell 

f It seems to me, by this whole story put together, 
Chat Pheroras was not himself poisoned, as is commonly 
supposed : for Antipater had persuaded him to poison 
llcrod (ch. V, sect. 1), which would fall to the ground 
If he were himself poisoned; nor could the poisoning 
of Pheroras serve anv design that appears now going 
forward ; it was only the suppusal of two of his freerh 
men, that thia'love-potio»\ wv ,>oison, which they knew 
wai hrought tp. Pheroras’s v. i Wc'u made use of for 
poisoahwoimi whereas it appears to liuvo been brought 
fear her nnabanfl toitoison Herod withal, as the future 
laamiMtioitf demonstrate 
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after what manner every thing was clone ; and 
said what many took to be entirely true, that 
the potion was brought out of Egypt by An- 
tipliilus, and that his brother, who wasapliy. 
sician, had procured it; and that, ** when 
Theudion brought it us, she kept it upon 
Pheroras’s committing it to her ; and that it 
was prepared by Antipater for thee. When, 
therefore, Pheroras was fallen sick, and thou 
earnest to him and tookest care of him, and 
when he saw the kindness thou hadst for him, 
his mind was overborne thereby. So he call- 
ed me to him, and said to me, ‘ O w oman ! 
Antipater hath circumvented me in this affair 
of his father and my brother, by persuading 
me to have a murderous intention to him, and 
procuring a potion to be subservient thereto ; 
do thou, therefore, go and fetch my potion 
since my brother appj^ars to have still the 
same virtuous disposit^n towards me which 
he had formerly, and I do not expect to live 
long myself, and that I may not defile my 
forefathers by the muhler of a brother) and 
burn it before my face ;* that accordingly she 
immediately brought it, and did as her hus- 
band bade her ; and that she burnt the great- 
est part of the potion ; but that a little of it 
was left, that if the kin^, after Plicroras's 
death, should treat her ill, she might poison 
herself, and thereby get clear of her miseries.” 
Upon her saying thus, she brought out the 
potion, and the bu.t in which it was, before 
them all. Nay, there was another brother of 
Antiphilus, and his mother also, who, by the 
extremity of pain and torture, confessed. the 
same things, and owned the box [to be that 
which had been brought out of E^ypt], 'Die 
high-priest’s daughter also, w^ho was the king’s 
wife, was accused to liavc Ifben conscious of 
all this, and had resolved to ebneeal it ; for 
which reason Herod divorced hei;i and blot- 
ted her son out of his testament, wherein 
he had been mentioned as one that was to 
reign after him ; and he took the high-priest- 
hood away from his father-in-law, Simeon the 
son of Boethus, and appointed Matthias the 
son of Thcophilus, who was born at Jerusa- 
lem, to be high-priest in his room. 

3. While this was doing, Bathyllus also, 
Antipater’s freedman, came from Home, and 
upon the torture w'as found to have brought 
another potion, to give it into the hands of 
Antipater’s mother, and of, Pheroras, that if 
the former potion did not operate upon the 
king, this at least might carry him olT. I'hert 
came also letters from Herod's friends at 
Aome, by the approbation and at the sugges- 
tion of Antipater, to accuse Archeiaus and 
Philip, as if they calumniated their father on 
account of the slaughter of Alexander and 
Arlsiobulus, and as if they commiserated their 
deaths, and as if, because they were sent for 
liorne (for their father had already re<?allcd 
them), they concluded they were themselves 
also to be destroyed. These letters had been 
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procured by great rewards, by Antipater*s 
friends; but Antipater himself wrote to his 
father about them, and laid the heaviest things 
to their charge; yet did he entirely excuse 
them of any guilt, and said they were but 
young men, and so imputed their words to 
their youth. But he said, that he had him> 
self been very busy in the affair relating to 
Sy Ileus, and in getting interest among the 
great men ; and on that account had bought 
splendid ornaments to present them withal, 
which cost him two hundred talents. Now, 
one may wonder how it came about, that 
while so many accusations were laid against 
him in Judea during seven months before this 
time, he was not made acquainted with any 
of them. The causes of which were, that 
the roads were exactly guarded, and that men 
hated Antipater ; for there was nobody who 
would run any hazart^ himself, to gain him 
any advantages. 


CHAPTER V. 

ANTIPATF.R's navigation from ROME TO HIS 
FATHER ; AND HOW HE WAS ACCUSED BY 
NICOtAUS OF DAMASCUS, AND CONDEMNED 
TO DIE BY HIS FATHER, AND BY QUINTIU 
US VARUS, WHO WAS THEN PRESIDENT OF 
SYRIA; AND HOW HE WAS THEN BOUND 
TILL CiESAR SHOULD BE INFORMED OF HIS 
CAUSE. 

§ 1. Now Herod, upon Antipater’s writing 
to him, that having done gU that he was to 
do, and this in the manner he was to do it, 
he would suddenly come to him, concealed 
his anger against him, and wrote back to him, 
and bade him not delay his journey, lest any 
harm should befall himself in his absence. 
At the same time also he made some little 
complaint about his mother, but promised that 
he would lay those complaints aside when he 
should return. He withal expressed his en- 
tire affection for him, as fearing lest he should 
have some suspicion of him, and defer his 
journey to him ; and lest, while ho' lived at 
Home, he should lay plots for the kingdom, 
and, moreover, do somewhat against himself. 
This letter Antipater met with in Cilicia ; but 
bad received an accemnt of Pherora'r. death be- 
fore at Tarentum. This last news atfected him 
deeply ; not out of any affection for Phero- 
ras, but because he was dead without having 
murdered his father, which he bad promised 
him to do. And when he was at Ce/endris 
•n Cilicia, he began to deliberate with Iwin- 
5elf about bis sailing home, as being much 
ISrieved with the ejection of his mother. Now, 
some of his friends advised him that he should 
tarry a while somewhere, in expectation of 
farther information. But others advised him 
^ »ail home without delay ; for that if he 


were once come thither, he would soon put an 
end to all accusations, and that nothing afford- 
ed any weight to his accusers at present but 
his absence. He was persuaded by these last, 
and sailed on, and landed at the haven called 
Sebastus, which Herod had built at vast ex- 
penses in honour of Ctesar, and called Sebas. 
tus. And now was Antipater evidently in a 
miserable condition, while nobody came to 
him nor saluted him, as they did at his going 
away, with good wishes or joyful acclama- 
tions; nor was there now any thing to hin- 
der them from entertaining him, on the con- 
trary, with bitter curses, while they sup)>oscd 
he was come to receive his punishment for 
the murder of his brethren. 

2. Now Quintilius Varus was at (his time 
at Jerusalem, being sent to succeed SaturnU 
nils as president of Syria, and was come as 
an assessor to Herod, who had desired his ad- 
vice in his present affairs ; and as they w'cre 
sitting together, Antipater came upon them, 
without knowing any thing of the matter ; so 
he came into the \)alace clothed in purple. 
The porters indeed received him in, but ex- 
cluded his friends. And now he was in great 
disorder, and presently understood the condi- 
tion he was in, while, upon his going to sa- 
lute his father, he was repulsed by hirpj who 
called him a murderer of his brethren, and a 
plotter of destruction against himself, and 
told him that Varus should be his auditor and 
his judge the very next day ; so he found, 
that what misfortunes he now heard of was al- 
ready upon him, with the greatness of which 
he went away in confusion ; upon w hi?h his 
mother and his wife met him (which wife was 
the daughter of Antigonus, who was king of 
the Jews before Herod), from whom he learn- 
ed all circumstances which concerned him, 
and then prepared himself for his trial. 

3. On the next day Varus and the king 
sat together in judgment, and both their 
friends were also called in, as also the king's 
relations, with his sister Salome, and as many 
as could discover any thing, and such as had 
been tortured ; and besides these, some slaves 
of Aniipater’s mother, who were taken up a 
little before Antipater’s coming, and brought 
w'ith them a written letter, the sum of which 
was this : That he should not come back, be- 
cause all was come to his father’s knowledge 
and that Ciesar was the only refuge be ha* 
left to prevent both his and her delivery into 
his father’s hands. Then did Antipater fall 
down at his father’s feet, and besought him 
not to prejudge his cause, but that be wight be 
first beard by his father, and that his father 
would keep himself still unprejudiced. So 
Herod ordered him to be brought into th^ 
midst, and then lamented himself about his 
children, from whom he had suffered such great 
misfortunes ; and because Antipater fell upon 
him in bis old age. He also reckoned up 
what maintenance, and what education he had 
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giv«n them ^ and what seasonable supplies of 
wealth he had afforded them, according to 
their own desires ; none of which favours had 
hindered them from eontriving against hinr, 
and from bringing his very life into danger in 
order to gain his kingdom, after an impious 
manner, by taking away his life lK*fore the 
course of nature, their father’s wishes, or 
justice, required that that kingdom should 
come to them ; and tliat he wondered what 
hopes could elevate Antipater to such a pass 
as to be hardy enough to. attempt such things ; 
that he had by his testament in writing de- 
clared him his successor in the government | 
and while he was alive, he was in no respect 
inferior to him, either in his illustrious dig- 
nity, or in power and authority, he having no 
less than fifty talents for his yearly income, 
and liad received for his journey to Home no 
fewer than thirty talents. He also objected 
to him the case of his brctlireii whom he had 
accused ; and if they were guilty, he had imi- 
tated their example ; and if nut, he had 
brought him groundless accusations against 
his near relations ; for that he had been ac- 
quainted with all those things by him, and 
by nobody else, and had done what was done 
by his approbation, and whom l.e now ab- 
solved from all that was criminal, by becom- 
ing the inheritor of the guilt (»f such their 
parricide. 

4. When l^etud had thus spoken, he fell 
a- weeping, and was not able to say any more ; 
but at his desire Nicolaus of Damascus, being 
the king’s friend, and always conversant wdth 
liitr., and acquainted with whatsoever he did, 
and with tlie circumstances of his affairs, pro- 
ceeded to what remained, and explained all 
that concerned the demonstrations and evi- 
dences of the facts. Upon which Anti pater, 
in order to make his legal defence, turned 
himself to his father, and enlarged upon the 
many indications he bad given of his good- 
will to him ; and instanced in the honours 
that had been done liitn, which yet bad not 
been done, had lie not deserved them by Ids 
virtuous concern about him \ for that he had 
made provision for every thing that was fit to 
be foreseen beforeh'^nd, as to giving him his 
w'isest advice; and whenever there was oc- 
casion for the labour of his own bands, he had 
not grudged any such pains for him. And 
that it was almost impossible that he, who had 
delivered bis father from so many treacherous 
contrivances laid against him, sliould be him- 
self in a plot against him, and so lose all the 
reputation he had gained for bis virtue, by 
his wit ked ness which succeeded it ; and this 
while be had nothing to prohibit him, who 
was already appointed his successor, to enjoy 
the royal honour wdtii his father also at present"; 
and that tliere was no likelihood that a person 
who bad the one half of a.-M authority without 
any di^iger, and with a good character, should 
hunt after the whole with Infamy and danger, 


and this when it was doubtful whether he 
could obtain It or not ; and when he saw tlie 
sad example of his brethren before him, and 
was both the informer and the accuser against 
tbern^ at a time when they might not other- 
wise have been discovert ; nay, was the 
author of the punishment inflicted upon them, 
when it appeared evidently that they were 
guilty of a wicked attempt against their father ; 
and that even the contentions that were in 
the king’s family, w'ere indications that he 
bad ever managed affairs out of the sincerest 
afibetion to his father. And as to what be 
had done at Rome, Cassar was a witness 
thereto, who was yet no more to be imposed 
upon than God himself ; of whose opinions 
Ills letters sent hither arc sufficient evidence ; 
and that it was not reasonable to prefer the 
calumnies of such as proposed to raise dis- 
turbances, before those letters; the greatest 
part of which calumnies had been raised 
during his absence, which gave scope to his 
enemies to forge them, which they had not 
been able to do if he had been there. More- 
over he showed the weakness of the evidence 
obtained by torture, which was commonly 
false; because the distress men are in under 
such tortures, naturally obliges them to say 
many things, in order to please those that 
govern them. He also offered himself to the 
torture. 

5- Hereupon there was a change observed 
ill the assembly, while they greatly pitied 
Antipater, who, by weeping and putting on 
a countenance suitable to his sad case, made 
them commiserate the same; insomuch that 
his very enemies were moved to compassion ; 
and it appeared plainly that Herod himself 
was affected in his own mind, although he 
was not willing it should be taken notice of. 
Then did Nicolaus begin to prosecute what 
the king had begun, and that with great bit- 
terness; and summed up all the evideme 
which arose from the tortures, or from the 
testimonies. He principally and largely cri- 
ed up the king’s virtues, which he had exhi- 
bited in the maintenance and education of hU 
sons ; while he never could gain any advan- 
tage thereby, but still fell from one misfor 
tune to another. Although he owned that 
he was not so much surprised with that 
thoughtless behaviour of his former sons, who 
were but young, and wer,e besides corrupted 
by wicked counsellors, who were the occasion 
of their wiping out of their minds all the 
righteous dictates of nature, and tliis out of 
a desire of coming to the government sooner 
than they ought to do ; yet that he could not 
hut justly stand amaaed at the horrid wicked- 
ness of Antipater, who, although he had not 
only had great benefits bestow'ed on him by 
hia father, enough to tame his reason, y«^ 
could not be more tamed than the most en- 
venomed serpents; whereas even those crea- 
tures admit of some mitigation, and will not 
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bite their benefactors, while Antipater hath! 
not let the misfortunes of his brethren be anv I 
hindrance to him, but he hath gone on to im-‘ 
itate their barbarity notwithstanding. ** Yet 
wast thou, O Antipater ! (as thou hast thy- 
self confessed) the informer as to what wicked 
actions they had done, and the searcher out 
of the evidence against them, and the author 
of the punishment they underwent upon their 
detection. Nor do we say this as accusing 
thee for being so zealous in thy anger against 
them, but arc astonished at thy endeavours to 
imitate tneir profligate behaviour; and we 
discover thereby, that thou didst not act thus 
for the safety of thy father, but for the de- 
struction of thy brethren, that by such outside 
hatred of their impiety thou mightest be be- 
lieved a lover of thy father, and mightest 
thereby get thee power enough to do mischief 
with the greatest impunity; whicli design thy 
actions indeed demonstrate. It is true, thou 
tookest thy brethren off, because thou didst 
convict them of their w'icked designs; but 
thou didst not yield up to justice those who 
were their partners ; and thereby didst make 
it evident to all men that thou madest a cove- 
nant with them against thy father, when thou 
chosest to be the accuser of thy brethren, as 
desirous to gain to thyself alone this advan- 
tage of laying plots to kill thy father, and so 
to enjoy double pleasure, which is truly wor- 
thy of thy evil disposition, — which thou hast 
openly shown against thy brethren ; on which 
account thou didst rejoice, as having done a 
most famous exploit, nor was that behaviour 
unworthy of thee; but if thy intention were 
otherwise, . thou art worse than tliey : while 
thou didst contrive to hide thy treachery a- 
gainst thy father, thou didst hate them ; not 
as plotters against thy father, for in that case 
thou badst not thy!>elf fallen upon the like 
crime, but as successors of his dominions, and 
ore worthy of that succession than thyself. 
Thou wouldest kill thy father after thy bre 
thren, lest thy lies raised against them might 
oe detected ; and lest thou shouldst suffer 
what punishment thou hadst deserved, thou 
liadst a mind to exact that punislnnent of thy 
unhappy father, and didst devise such a sort 
of uncommon parricide as the w'oild never 
yet saw 'for thou who art his son didst not 
only lay a treacherous design against thy fa- 
ther, and didst it while he loved thee, and 
had been thy benefactor,— bad made thee in 
reality his partner in the kingdom, and bad 
openly declared thee his successor, while thou 
W'sst not forbidden to taste the sweetness of 
authority already, and hadst the firm hope of 
what was future by thy father’s determination, 
and the security of a written testament ; but 
for certain, thou didst not measure these things 
according to thy father’s various dispo»tion, 
but according to thy own thoughts and incli- 
nations; and wast desirous to take the part 
tljat remained away from thy too indulgem 
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father, ami soughtest to destroy him with thy 
deeds, whom thou in words pretendedst to 
preserve. Nor wast thou content to be wick- 
ed thyself, but thou filledst thy mother’s head 
with tby devices, and raisedst disturbance a- 
mong thy brethren, and hadst the boldness to 
call thy ihther a wild beast ; while thou hadst 
hyself a mind more cruel than any serpent, 
whence thou sentest out that poison among 
thy nearest kindred and greatest benefactors, 
and invitedst them to assist thee and guard 
thee, and didst hedge thyself in on all sides 
by the artifices of both men and women, a- 
gainst an old man, — as though that mind of 
thine was not sufficient of itself to support so 
great n hatred as thou barest to him ; and 
here thou nppearest, after the tortures of free- 
men, of domestics, of men and women, which 
have been examined on thy account, and af- 
ter the informations of thy fellow-conspira- 
tors, as making haste to contradict the truth ; 
and hast thought on ways not only how to 
take thy father out of the w^orld, but to disan- 
nul that written law which is against thee, 
and the virtue of Varus, and the nature of 
justice ; nay, such is that impudence of thine 
on which thou confidest, that thou desirest to 
be put to the torture thyself, while thou al- 
legest that the tortures of those already ex- 
amined thereby have made them tell lies ; that 
those that have been the deliverers of thy fa- 
ther may not be allowed to have spoken the 
truth ; but that tliy tortures may be esteemed 
the discoverers of truth. Wilt not thou, O 
Varus ! deliver the king from the injuries of 
his kindred Will not thou destroy this 
wicked wild beast, which hath pretended kind* 
ness to his father, in order to destroy his bre- 
thren ; while yet he is himself alone ready to 
carry oil’ the Mngdotn immediately, and ap- 
pears to be the most bloody butcher to him 
of them all ? for thou art sensible that par- 
ricidp is a general injury both to nature and 
to common life; and that the intention of 
parricide is not inferior to its preparation ; 
and he who does not punish it, is injurious to 
nature itself.” 

6. Nicolaus added farther what belonged 
to Antipater’s mother, and whatsoever she 
had prattled like a woman ; as also about the 
predictions and the sacrifices relating to the 
king; and whatsoever Antipatcr had done 
lasciviously in his cups and his amours among 
Pheroras’s women ; the examination upon 
torture; and whatsoever concerned the tes- 
timonies of the witnesses, which were many, and 
of various kinds ; some prepared beforehand, 
and others were sudden answers, which farther 
declared and confirmed the foregoing evi* 
dence. For those men who were not ac- 
quainted with Antipater’s practices, but had 
concealed them out of fear, when they 
that he was exposed to the accusations of the 
former witnesses;, and that his great good for- 
tune, which had supported him hitherto, hail 
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now evidently betrayed Itiin into the hands of 
his enemies, mIio were now insatiable in their 
hatred to him, told all they knew of him ; and 
his ruin was now hastened, not so much by 
the enmity of those that were his accusers, by 
his gloss, impudent, and wicked contrivances, 
and by his ilUwill to his father and his 
brethren j w hile he had tilled their house with* 
distui bailee, and caused them to murder one 
another ; and was neither fair in Ids liatred 
nor kind in his friendship, but just so far as 
served his own turn. Now, there were a 
great nuiiiher w ho for a long time beforehand 
had seen all this, and especially such as were 
naturally disposed to judge of matters by tlie 
rules of virtue, ht'causc they were used to de> 
terminc about ail'airs without passion, hut had 
Deen restruineil from making any open com- 
plaints before ; these, upon the leave now 
given tlieni, produced all that they knew be- 
fore the public. The demonstrations also of 
tliese wicked facts could no way be disproved ; 
because the many witnesses there were did 
neither speak out of favour to Herod, nor 
were they obliged to keep wliat they bail to 
say silent, out of suspicion of any danger they 
were in ; but they spake what they knew, be- 
cause they thought such actions very wicked, 
and that Antipater deserved the greatest pu- 
nishment; and indeed not so much for He- 
rod’s safety, as on account of the man’s own 
wickedness. Many things were also said, 
and those by a great number of persons, w'ho 
were no way obliged to say them : insomuch 
that Antipatcr, who used generally to be very 
slirew’d in his lies and impudence, was not 
able to say one word to the contrary. When 
Nicolaus had left oil' speaking, and had pro- 
duced the evidence, Varus hade Aniipater to 
betake liiiiiself to the making his defence, if 
he had prepared any thing whereby it might 
appear that he was not guilty of the crimes 
he was accused uf ; fur that, as he W'us himself 
desirous, so did he know that his father was 
in like manner desirous also to have him found 
entirely innocent; but Antipater fell down 
on his face, and appealed to God aiul to ali 
men, for testimonials of his innocency, de- 
siring that God would declare, by some evi- 
dent signaU, that he had not laid any plot a- 
gainst his father. This being the usual me- 
thod of ali men destitute of virtue, that, when 
they set about any wicked undertakings, they 
fall to work according to their ow'n inclina- 
tions, as if they believed that God was uncon- 
cerned in human affairs ; but w'iien once they 
arc found out, and are in danger of undergo- 
ing the punishment due to their crimes, they 
endeavoured to overthrow all the evidence a- 
gainst tliem, by appealing to God ; which was 
the very thing which Antipater now did ; for 
whereas he bad done every thing as if there 
were no God in the world, when he was on all 
sides distressed by justice, :nd when he had 
lio other ailvanlago to expect fiom any legal, 


proofs, by w hich he might disprove the ac- 
cusations laid against him, he impudently 
abused the majesty of God, and ascribed it to 
his pow er, that he hath been preserved hither- 
to ; and produced before them all w hat diffi. 
culties he had ever undergone in his bold act. 
iiig for bis father’s preservation. 

7. So when Varus, upon asking Antipater 
what he had to say for himself, found that he 
had nothing to say besides his appeal to God, 
and saw that there was no end of that, he 
bade them bring the potion before the court, 
that he might see w hat virtue still remained 
in it; and w'hen it was brought, and one that 
was condemned to die had drank it by Va. 
rus’s command, he died presently. Then Va- 
rus got up, and departed out of the court, 
and went away the day following to Antioch, 
where his usual residence was, because that 
was the palace of the Syrians; upor which 
Herod laid his son in bonds: but what were 
Varus’s discourses to Herod, w as not known 
to the generality, and upon what words it was 
that he went away ; though it was also gene- 
rally supposed, that whatsoever Herod did af- 
terw'ard about his son, was done with his ap 
probation : but when Herod had bound his 
son, he sent letters to iiome to Ciesar about 
him, and such messengers withal as should, 
by word of mouth, inform C»sar of Antipu- 
ler’s wickedness. Now, at this very time, 
there was seized a letter of Antiphilus, written 
to Antipater nut of Egypt (for he lived there); 
and, when it was opened by the king, it was 
found to contain w'hat follows:-—** I have sent 
thee Acme’s letter, and hazarded my own life ; 
for thou k newest that 1 am in danger from 
two families, if I be discovered. I wish thee 
good success in thy affair,” These were the 
contents of this letter; but the king made in- 
quiry about the other letter also, for it did not 
apj»ear ; and Antiphilus’s slave, who brought 
that letter which had been read, denied that 
he had received the other; but while the king 
was in doubt about it, one of Herod’s friends 
seeing a seam upon the inner coat of the slave, 
find a doubling of the cloth (for he had two 
coats on) he guessed that the letter might he 
within that doubling; which accordingly 
proved to he true. So they took out the let- 
ter ; and its contents were these; — “Acme 
to Antipaler. 1 have written such a letter to 
thy father as thou desiredst me. 1 have also 
taken a copy and sent it, dS if it came from 
Salome, to my lady [Li via] ; which when thou 
readcst, 1 know that Herod will punish Salo- 
me, as plotting against him.” Now, this pre- 
tended letter of Salome to her lady was com- 
posed by Antipater, in the name of Salome, 
as to its meaning, but in the words of Acme. 
The letter was this **Acnie to king Herod. 
I have done my endeavour that nothing that 
is done against thee should be concealed front 
thee. So, upon my finding a letter of Salo- 
me written to my lady agamst tlie®# 1 
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written out a copy and sent it to thee ; with 
Iwvzard to myself^ but for thy advantage. The 
reason why she wrote it was this^^that she 
had a mind to be married to Sylleus. Do 
thou therefore tear this letter in pieces, that 1 
may not come into danger of my life.” Now 
Acme had written to Antipater himself, and, 
informed him, that in compliance with his 
command, she had botli herself written to He- 
rod, as if Salome had laid a sudden plot en- 
tirely against him, and had herself sent a copy 
of an epistle, as coming from Salome to her 
lady. Now Acme was a Jew by birth, and a 
servant to Julia, Caesar’s wife : and did this 
out of her friendship for Antipaler, as having 
been corrupted by him with a large present of 
money, to assist in his pernicious designs 
againt his father and his aunt. 

8. Hereupon Herod was so amazed at the 
prodigious wickedness of Antipater, that he 
was ready to have ordered liim to be slain im- 
mediately, as a turbulent person in the most 
important concerns, and as one that had laid 
a plot not only against himself, but against 
his sister also ; and even corrupted Caesar's 
own domestics. Salome also provoked him 
to it, heating her breast, and liidding him kill 
her, if he could produce any credible testimo- 
ny that she had acted in that manner. He- 
rod also sent for his son, and asked him about 
this matter, and bade him contradict it if he 
could, and not suppress any thing he had to 
say for himself ; and when he had not one 
word to say, he asked him, since he was every 
way caught in his viliany, that he would make 
no farther delay but discover his associates 
in these his wicked designs. So he laid all 
upon Antiphihis; but discovered nobody else. 
Hereupon Herod was in such great grief, that 
he w'as ready to send his son to Home to 
C«*esar, there to give an account of these his 
wicked contrivances. But he soon became 
afraid, lest he might there, by the assistance 
of his friends, escape the danger he was in : 
so he kept him Iround as before, and sent 
more ambassadors and letters [to Rome] to 
accuse his son, and an account of what assis- 
tance Acme had given him in his wicked de- 
signs, with copies of the epistles before men- 
tioned. 


CHAPTER VI. 

CONCERNING THE DISEASE THAT HEROD FELL 
INTO, AND THE SEDITION WHICH THE JEWS 
RAISED THEREUPON ; WITH THE PUNISH- 
MENT OF THE SEDITIOUS. 

§ 1. Now Herod's ambassadors made haste to 
Rome; but sent, as instructed beforehand, 
what answers they were to make to the ques- 
tions put to them. They also carried the 
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I epistles with them. But Herod now fell in* 
to a distemper, and made his will, and be- 
queathed his kingdom to [Antipas], his young- 
est son ; and this out of that hatred to Arche- 
laus and Philip, which the calumnies of An- 
ti pater had raised against them. He also be- 
queathed a thousand talents to CaBsar, and 
five hundred to Julia, Caesar's wife, to Cae- 
sar’s children, and friends and frecd^men. 
He also distributed among his sons and their 
sons his money, his revenues, and his lands. 
He also made Salome, his sister, very rich, 
because she had continued faithful to him in 
all his circumstances, and was never so rash 
as to do him any harm. And as he despair- 
ed of recovering, for he was about the seven- 
tieth year of his age, lie grew fierce, and in- 
dulged the bitterest anger upon all occasions; 
the cause whereof w'as this, that he thought 
limself despised, and that the nation was 
pleased with his misfortunes; besides which, 
he resented a sedition which some of the 
lower sort of men excited against him, the 
occasion of which was as follows 

2. There was one Judas, the son of Sari- 
pheus, and Matthias, the son of Margalothus, 
two of the most eloquent men among the 
Jews, and the most celebrated interpreters of 
the Jewish laws, and men well-beloved by 
the people, because of their education of their 
youth ; for all those that were studious of 
virtue frequented their lectures every day. 
These men, when they fotind that the king’s 
distemper was incurable, excited the young 
men that they would pull down all those 
works w’liich the king had erected contrary to 
the law of their fathers, and thereby obtain 
the rewards which the law w'ill confer on 
them for such actions of piety ; for that it 
was truly on account of Herod’s rashness in 
making such things as the law had forbidden, 
that his other misfortunes, and tins distemper 
also, wluch was so unusual among mankind, 
and with which he was now afflicted, came 
upon iiim : for Herod had caused such things 
to be made, which were contrary to the law, 
of which he was accused by Judas and Mat- 
thias ; for the king liad erected over the great 
gate of the temple a large golden eagle, of 
great value, and had dedicated it to the tem- 
ple. Now, the law forbids those that pro- 
pose to live according to it, to erect images,* 
or representations of any living creature. 1^ 
these wise men persuaded [their scholars] to 
pull down the golden eagle; alleging, that 
although they should incur any danger which 
might bring them io their deaths, the virtue 
of the action now proposed to them would 
appear much more advantageous to them 
than the pleasures of life ; since they would 
die for the preservation and observation of 
tlie law of their fathers ; since they would also 

♦ That the making of images, without an intenUM 
to worship them, was not unlawful to the Jews, see toe 
note on Antiq- b. viii, ch. vii, sect 5 . 
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acquire an everlasting fame and commenda- 
tion ; since they would be both commended 
by the present generation, and leave an ex- 
ample of life that would never be forgotten 
to posterity; since that common calamity of 
dying cannot be avoided by our living so as 
to escape any such dangers : that therefore it 
is a right thing for those who are in love with 
a virtuous conduct, to wait for that fatal hour 
by such a behaviour as may carry them out 
of the world with praise and honour; and 
thaX this will alleviate death to such a degree, 
thus to come at it by the performance of 
brave actions, which bring us into danger of 
it : and at the same time to leave that repu- 
tation behind them to their children, and to 
all their relations, whether they be men or 
women, which will be of great advantage to 
them afterward. 

3. And with such discourses as this did 
these men excite the young men to this ac- 
lion ; and a report being come to them that 
the king M’as dead, this was an addition to the 
wise men’s persuasions j so, in the very mid- 
dle of the day tlioy got upon the place, they 
pulled down the eagle, and cut it into pieces 
W’ilh axes, while a great number of the people 
were in the temple. And now the king’s cap- 
tain, upon hearing wliat the undertaking was, 
and supposing it was a thing of a higher ua- 
ture than it jiroved to be, came up thither, 
having a great band of soldiers with him, such 
as was sufficient to put a stop to the multitude 
of those who pulled down what was dedicated 
fo God; so he fell upon them unexpectedly, 
and as they were upon this bold attempt, in a 
foolish presumption rather than a cautious 
circumspection, as usual with the multi- 
tude, and while they were in disorder, and 
incautious of what was for their advantage, — 
so he caught no fewer flian forty of the young 
men, who had the courage to stay behind 
when the rest ran away, together with the au- 
thors of this bold attempt, Judas and Mat- 
thias, who tiiought it an ignominious thing to 
retire upon his approach, and led them to the 
king. And when they were come to the king, 
and he had asked them if they had been so 
bold as to pull down what he had dedicated 
to God, ** Yes (said they) what was contrived 
we contrived, and what hath been performed, 
we performed it ; and that with such a virtu- 
ous courage as become men ; for we have 
given our assistance to those things which 
were dedicated to the majesty of God, and we 
have provided for what we have learned by 
hearing the law ; and it ought not to be won- 
dered at, if we esteem those laws which Moses 
had suggested to him, and were taught him 
by God, and which he wrote and left behind 
him, more worthy of observation than thy 
commands. Accordingly we will undergo 
death, and all sorts of punishments which 
tbou canst inflict upon us, wilii pleasure, since 
we are conscious to ourselves that we shall 


die, not for any unrighteous actions, but for 
our love to religion.” And thus they all said, 
and their courage was still equal to their pro- 
fession, and equal to that with which they 
readily set about this undertaking. And when 
the king had ordered them to be bound, he 
sent them to Jericho, and called together the 
principal men among the Jews; and when 
they were come, he made them assemble in 
the theatre, and because he could not himself 
stand, he lay upon a couch, and enumerated 
the many labours that he had long endured 
on their account, and his building of the tem- 
ple, and wliat a vast charge that was to him ; 
while the Asamoneans, during tlic hundred 
and twenty-five years of their government, 
had not been able to perform any so great a 
work for the honour of God as that was ; that 
he had also adorned it with very valuable do- 
nations ; on which account he hoped that he 
had left himself a memorial, and procured 
himself a reputation after his dcatli. He 
then cried out, that these men had not al>- 
stained from alfronting him, even in his life- 
time, but that, in the very day-time, and in 
the sight of the multitude, they had abused 
him to that degree, as to hill upon what he 
had dedicated, and in that way of abuse, had 
pulled it down to the ground. I'hey pretend- 
ed, indeed, that they did it to aflVont him ; 
but if any one consider the thing truly, they 
will find that they were guilty of sacrilege 
against God therein. 

4. But the people, on account of Herod’s 
barbarous temper, and for fear he should be 
so cruel as to inflict punishment on them, said 
what was done, was done without approbation, 
and that it seemed to them that the actors 
might well be punished for what they liad 
done. But as for Herod, lie dealt more mild- 
ly with others [of the assembly’; but he de- 
prived Matthias of the high-priesthood, as in 
part ail occasion of tuis action^ and made 
Joazar. who was Matthias’s wife’s brother, 
high-priost in his stead. Now it happened, 
that during the time of ilic high-priesiliood 
of this Matthias, there w'as another person 
made high-priest for a single day, that very 
day which the Jews observed as a fast. The 
occasion was this; — This Matthias tlic high- 
priest, on the night before that day when the 
fast was to be celebrated, seemed, in a dream,* 

* This fact, tliat one Joscp1i<was made high-priest 
for a single day, on occasion of the action here si)ecifl- 
ed, that befell Matthias, the real high-priest, in his 
sleep, the night before the great day of expiation, is at- 
tested to both in the Mishna and Talmud, as Dr. Hud- 
son here informs us. And indeed from this fact, thus 
fully attested, we may confute that pretended rule In 
the Talmud here mentioned, and endeavoured to te 
excused by Reland, that the high-priest was uot sufTci 
ed to sleep the night before that great day of expiation ; 
which watcliiiig would sgrely rather unlit him for the 
many important duties he was to perform on that so- 
lemn day, than dispose him duly to perform them. Nor 
do such Talmudical rules, when unsupported by better 
evidence, much less when contradicted thereby, seem to 
me of weight enough to deserve that so great a man as 
Reland should spend his time in endeavours at tlu>lr 
vindication. 
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.o have convemtton with his wife ; and be- 
cause he could not officiate himself on that 
account, Joseph, the son of Ellemus, bis 
kinsman, assisted him in that sacred office. 
But Herod deprived this Matthias of the high- 
priesthood, and burnt the other Matthias, who 
had raised the sedition, with his companions, 
alive. And that very night there was an 
eclipse of the moon.* 

5. But now Herod's distemper greatly in- 
creased upon him after a severe manner, and 
this by God's judgment upon him for his 
sins ; for a fire glowed in him slowly, which 
did not so much appear to the touch out- 
wardly, as it augmented his pains inwardly; 
for it brought upon him a vehement appetite 
to eating, which he could not avoid to supply 
with one sort of food or other. His entrials 
were also exulcerated, and the chief violence 
of his pain lay on his colon ; an aqueous and 
transparent liquor also had settled itself about 
his feet, and a like matter afflicted him at 
the bottom of his belly. Nay, farther, his 
privy-member was putrilied, and produced 
worms ; and when ho sat upright he had a 
difficulty of breathing, which was very loath- 
some, on account of the stench of his breath, 
and the quickness of its returns ; he had also 
convulsions in all parts of his body, which in- 
creased his strength to an insufferable degree. 
It was said by those wlio pretended to divine, 
md who were endued with wisdom to fore- 
tell such things, that God inflicted tin's pu- 
nishment on the king on account of his great 
impiety ; yet was he still in hopes of recover- 
ing, though his afflictions seemed greater than 
any one could bear. He also sent for physi- 
cians, and did not refuse to follow what they 
prescribed for his assistance ; and went be- 
yond the river Jordan, and bathed himself in 
warm baths that were at Callirrlioe, which, be- 
sides their other general virtues, were also fit 
to drink ; which w'atcr runs into the lake 
called Asphaltitix. And when the physicians 
once thought fit to have him bathed in a 
vessel full of oil, it was supposed that he was 
just dying ; but, upon the lamentable cries of 
bis domestics, be revived ; and having no 
longer the least hopes of recovering, lu* gave 
order that every soldier should be jiaid fifty 
drachma; ; and be also gave a great deal to 
their commanders, and to bis friends, and 
came again to Jcriclio, where he grew so cho- 
leric, that it brought him to do all things like 
a madman ; and though he were near his 
death, he contrived the following wicked de- 
signs. He commanded that all the principal 

• This eclipse of the moon (which is the only eclipse 
of either of the luminaries mentioned by our Jost'phus 

in any of his writinfjs) is of the greatest consequence 
for the determination of the time for the death of He- 
rod and Antipater, and for the birth «ind entire chrono- 
logy of Jesus Christ. It happened March IJth, in the 
jear of the Julian period 47lo, and the 4th year before , 
Uie Christian aera. See its calculation by the rules of ; 
astronomy, at the end of the Astronomical Lectures, 
edit. Lai. p. 452. 
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men of the entire Jewish nation, wheresoever 
they lived, should be called to him. Accord- 
ingly, there were a great numlter that came, 
because the whole nation was called, and all 
men beard of this call, and death was the pe- 
nalty of such as should despise the epistles tliat 
were sent to call them. And now the king 
was in a wild rage against them all, the in- 
nocent as well as those that had afforded him 
ground for accusations ; and when they were 
come, he ordered them all to be shut up in 
the hippodrome, f and sent for his sister Sa- 
lome, and her husband Alexas, and spake thus 
to them ; — “ I shall die in a little time, so 
great are my pains ; uhicli death ought to be 
cheerfully borne, and to be welcomed by all 
men ; but wliat principally troubles me is 
this, that I shall die without being lamented, 
and without sucli mourning as men usually 
expect at a king’s death. For that he was 
not unacquainted with the temper of the Jews, 
that his death would be a thing very desirable, 
and exceedingly acceptable to them ; because 
during his lifetime they were ready to revolt 
from him, and to abuse the donations he had 
dedicated to God : that it therefore was their 
business to resolve to afford him some allevia- 
tion of his great sorrows on this occasion ; 
for that, if they do not refuse him their con- 
sent in what he desires, he shall have a great 
mourning at bis funeral, and such as neve** 
any king had before him ; for then the whole 
nation would mourn from their very soul, 
which otherwise would be done in sport and 
mockery only, lie desired therefore that as 
soon as they sec ho hath given up the ghost, 
they shall place soldiers round the hippodrome, 
while they do not know that he is dead ; and 
that they shall not declare his death to the 
multitude till this is done, but that they shall 
give orders to have those that are in custody 
shot with their darts ; and that this slaughter 
of them all will cause that he shall not miss 
to rejoice on a double account ; that as he is 
dying, they will make him secure that his will 
shall be executed in what he charges them to 
do ; and that he shall have the honour of a 
memorable mourning at his funeral. So be 
deplored his condition, with tears in his eyes, 
and obtested them by the kindness due from 
them, as of his kindred, and by the faith they 
owed to God, and begged of them that they 
would not hinder him of this honourable 
mourning at his funeral. So they promised 
him not to transgress his commands. 

6. Now any one may easily discover the 
temper of this man’s mind, which not only 
took pleasure in doing what he had done for- 
merly against his relations, out of the love of 
life, but by those commands of hisK which sa- 
voured of no humanity since he took care, 
when he was departing out of this life, that 
the whole nation should be put into mourn- 


t A place for the horsc-Tai’cs, 
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ing, and indeed made desolate of their dear- 
est kindred, when he gave order that one out 
of every family should be slain, although 
they had done nothing that was unjust, or 
against him, nor were they accused of any 
other crimes j while it is usual for those who 
have any regard to virtue, to lay aside their 
hatred at such a time, even with respect to 
those they justly esteemed their enemies. 


CHAPTER Vn. 

IT]'.ROD HAS THOUGHTS OF KILLING HIMSELF 
WITH HIS OWN HAND ; AND A LITTLE AF- 
TERWARDS HE ORDERS ANTIFATEll TO BE 
SLAIN. 

§ 1. As he was giving these commands to his 
relations, there came letters from his ambas- 
sadors, who had been sent to Rome unto 
Cfcsar, which when they were read, their pur- 
port was this ; — ^That Acme was slain by Cae- 
sar, out of his indignation at what hand she 
had in Antipater’s wicked practices ; and that 
as to Antipater himself, Ca;sar left it to He- 
rod to act as became a father and a king, and 
cither to banish him or to take away liis life, 
w'hich he pleased. When Herod heard this, 
he w'as somewhat better, out of the pleasure 
he had from the contents of the letters, and 
was elevated at the death of Acme, and at 
the power that was given him over his son ; 
but, as his pains w'ere become very great, lie 
was now ready to faint for want of something 
to eat ; so he called for an apple and a knife; 
for it was his custom formerly to pare the 
apple himself, and soon afterwards to cut it, 
and eat it. When he had got the knife, he 
looked aboni, and had a mind to stab himself 
with it ; and he had done it, had not his first 
cousin, Achiabus, prevented him, and held 
his hand, and cried out loudly. Wlicreupon 
a woful lamentation echoed through the pa- 
lace, and a great tumult was made, as if the 
king were dead. Upon which Antipater, who 
verily believed his father was deceased, grew 
bold in his discourse, as iioping to be imme- 
diately and entirely released from his bonds, 
and to take the kingdom into his hands, with- 
out any more ado j so he discoursed with the 
jailor about letting him go, and in that case 
promised him great things, both now and 
hereafter, as if that w^cre the only thing now 
in question ; but the jailor did not only re- 
fuse to do what Antipater would have him, 
but informed the king of his intentions, and 
how many solicitations he had had from him 
[of that |iaturc]. Hereupon Herod, who 
had formerly no affection nor good-will to- 
wards his son to restrain him, w’hen he heard 
what the jailor said, he cried out, and beat 
his head, although lie was hi death's door, 
and rats^ himself upon his elbow, and sent 


OF THE JEWS. BOOK XVH. 

for some of his guards, and commanded them 
to kill Antipater without any farther delay, 
and to do it presently, and to bury him in 
an ignoble manner at Hyrcania. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

CONCERNING HEROD’S DEATH, AND TI’.STA- 

MENT, AND BURIAI.. 

§ 1. And now Herod altered his testament 
upon the alteration of his mind ; for he ap- 
pointed Antipas, to whom he had before left 
the kingdom, to he totrarch of Galilee and Be- 
rea, and granted the kingdom to Archelaus. 
He also gave Gaulonitis, and Trachonitis, 
and Pancas, to Philip, who was his son, lint 
own brother to Arclielaus,* hy the name of a 
Tetrarchy ; and bequeathed Jarnnia, and Ash- 
dod, and Phasaclis, to Salome his sister, with 
five hundred thousand [drachma?] of silver 
that was coined. He also made jirovision for 
all the rest of his kindred, hy giving them 
sums of money and annual revenues, and so 
left them all in a wealthy condition. He be- 
queathed also to C;«>f^ar ten millions [of drach- 
mae] of coined money ; besides both vessels 
of gold and silver, and garments exceeding 
costly, to Julia, Cieoar’s wife; and to certain 
others, five millions. When ho had done 
those things, he died, the fifth day after ho 
had caused Antipater to be slain; having 
reigned, since he had procured Antigonusf to 
be slain, thirty-four years ; but since he liad 
been declared king by the Romans, thirty-se- 
ven.— A man he was of great barbarity to- 
wards all men equally, and a slave to his pas- 
sion ; but above the consideration of what was 
right; yet was he favoured by fortune as 
much as any man ever was, for from a private 
man he became a king ; and though he were 
encompassed with ten tlioiisnnd dangers, he 
got clear of them all, and continued his life 
till a very old age? ; but then, as to the af- 
fai*’s of his family and children, in which, in- 
deed, according to his own opinion, he was 
also very fortunate, because he was able to 
conquer his enemies; yet, in my opinion, he 
was herein very unfortunate. 

2. But then Salome and Alexas, before the 

» When it is said tliat Philip the tetrarch, and Archc- 
laus tlie king, or cthnarch, were ^vi>nri»t, or ffc- 

nuine brothers. If those words mean own brothers, or 
bom of the same father and mother, there must be here 
some mistake ; because they had indeed the same fa- 
ther, Herod, but ditferent mothers : the former Cleopa- 
tra,— and Archelaus, Malthacc. They were indeed 
brought up altogether at Rome like own brotliers ; and 
Philip was Archelaus’s deputy when he went to have his 
kmgiiom confirmed to him at Rome, (ch. ix. sect. 5. 
and Of the War, b. ii, ch. il, sect. 1.) ; which intiinaw is 
perhaps ull that Josephus intended by the words before 
us. 

t These numbers of years for Herod’s reign, 3i ana 
37, are the very same with those (Of the War, b. i, ch. 
xxxiii. sect. 8>, and are among the principal chronologi- 
cal characters belonging to the reign or death of Herud. 
See Harm of the Evan, page 150—155. 
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king's death was made known, dismissed those 
that were shut up in the hippodrome, and 
told them that the king ordered them to go 
away to theii own lands, and take care of 
their own affairs, wliich was esteemed by the 
nation a great benefit ; and now the king's 
death was made public, when Salome and 
Alexas gathered the soldiery together in the 
amphitheatre at Jericho ; and the first thing 
they did was, they read Herod's letter, writ- 
ten to the soldiery, thanking them for their 
fidelity and good-will to him, and exhorting 
them to afford his son Archelaus, whom he 
had appointed for their king, like fidelity and 
good-will. After which Ptolemy, who had 
the king's seal intrusted to him, read the 
king's testament, which was to be of force 
no otherwise than as it should stand when 
Ctesar had inspected it ; so there was present- 
ly an acclamation made to Archelaus, as 
king ; and the soldiers came by bands, and 
their commanders with them, and promised 
the same good-will to him, and readiness to 
serve him, which they had exhibited to H 
rod ; and they prayed God to bo assistant to 
him. 

3. After this was over, they prepared for 
his funeral, it being Arclielaus's care that the 
procession to his father's sepulchre should be 
very sumptuous. Accordingly be brought 
out all his ornaments to adorn the pomp of 
the funeral. The body was carried upon a 
golden bier, embroidered with very precious ^ 
stones of great variety, atid it was covered 
over with purple, as well as the body itself; 
he had a diadem upon his head, and above it 
a crown of gold ; he also had a sceptre in his 
right hand. About tne bier were his sons 
and his nutiicrous relations; next to these was 
the soldiery distinguished according to their 
several countries and denominations ; and 
they were put into the following order » - 
First of all wont his guards, then the band 
of Thracians ; and after them the Germans ; 
and next the band of Galatians, every one in 
their habiliments of war j and behind these 
marched the whole army in the same manner 
as they used to go out to war, and as they 
used to be put in array by their muster-mas- 
ters and centurions ; tliese w’ere followed by 
five hundred of Ills domestics, carrying spices. 
So they went eight furlongs,* to llerodiuin ; 
for there, by his own command, he was to be 
buried ; — and thuk did Herod end bis life. 

4. Now Archelaus paid him so much re- 
spect, as to continue his mourning till the 
seventh day ; for so many days ore appointed 
for it by the law of our fathers ; and when 
he had given a treat to the multitude, and 
left off his mourning, he went up into the 
temple ; he had also acclamations and praises 

* At eight stadia or furlongs a-day, as here, Herod’s 
funeral, conducted to Ilcrodium (which lay at the dis- 
tance from Jericho, where he dietl, of SOi) stadia or fur- 
longs (Of the War, b. i, ch. xxxiii, scot. 9), niustliave 
taken up no less than twenty-five days. 


given him, which way soever he went, every 
one striving with the rest who should appear 
to use the loudest acclamations. So he as- 
cended a high elevation made for him, and 
took his seat, in a throne made of gold, and 
spake kindly to the multitude, and declared 
with what joy he received their acclamations, 
and the marks of the good-will they showed 
to him : and returned tliem thanks that they 
did not remember the injuries his father had 
done them, to his disadvantage ; and promis- 
ed them lie w ould endeavour not to be behind 
hand with them in rewarding their alacrity in 
his service, after a suitable manner ; but that 
he should abstain at present from the name 
of King ; and that he should have the honour 
of that dignity, if Caesar should confirm and 
settle that testament which his father bad 
made; and that it was on this account, that 
w'hen the army w'ould have put flie diadem 
on him at Jericho, he would not accept of 
that honour, which is usually so much desir* 
ed, because it was not yet evident that he who 
was to be principally concerned in bestowing 
it, would give it him ; although, by his ac- 
ceptance of the government, he should not 
want the ability of rewarding their kindness 
to him ; and that it should be his endeavour, 
as to all things wherein they were concerned, 
to prove in every respect better than his fa- 
ther. Whereupon the :nultitude, ns it is usu- 
al with them, supposed that the first days of 
those that enter upon such guveriiinents, de- 
clare the intentions of those that accept them ; 
and so by how much Archelaus spake the more 
gently and cii7illy to them, by so much did 
they more highly commend him, and made 
application to him for the grant of what they 
desired. Some made a clamour that he would 
ease them of some of their annual payments ; 
but others desired him to release those that 
were put into prison by Herod, who were 
many, and had been put there at several times ; 
others of them required that he would take 
away those taxes which had been severely laid 
upon what was publicly sold and bought. So 
Archelaus contradicted tliem in nothing, since 
he pretended to do all things so as to get the 
good-will of the multitude to him, as looking 
upon that good-will to be a great step towards 
his preservation of the government. Here- 
upon he went and offered sacrifice to God, 
and then betook himself to feast with his 
friends. 


CHAPTER IX. 

HOW THE PEOPLE RAISED A SEDITION AGAINST 
ARCHELAUS, AND HOW HE SAILED TO ROME. 

§ 1. At this time also it was that some of the 
Jews got together, out of a desire of innova- 
tion. They lamented Matthias, and those 
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that were sla’n with him by Herod, who had 
not any respect paid them by a funeial mourn- 
ing, out of the fear men we<e rn of that man ; 
they were those who had been ci ndemned for 
pulling down the golden eag’e The peop'e 
made a gieat clamour and lamentation here- 
upon. and cast out some rei)roaches against 
the king also, as if that tended to a leviate 
the miseries of the deceased. The people 
assembled together, and desired of Archelaus, 
that, in way of revenge on their account, he 
wou’d inflict punishment on those who had 
been honoured by Herod; and that, in the 
first and principal place, he would deprive 
that high priest whom Herod had made, and 
would choose one more, agieeable to the 'aw, 
and of greater purity, to t fficiale a.s high- 
priest. This was granted by Aichelaus. al- 
though he was mightily offended at their im- 
portunity. because he proposed to himself to 
go to Rome immediately, to look after Cae 
sar’s determination about him. However, he 
sent the general of his forces to use persua- 
sioms, and to tell them that the de tli which 
was inflicted on their friends, was according 
to the law ; and to represent to them, that 
their petitions about those things were carried 
to a great height of injury to him ; that the 
time was not now proper for such petitions, 
but required their unanimity until such time 
as he should he established in the govern- 
ment by the consent of Cffisar, and should 
then be come back to them ; for that he w'ould 
then consult with them in common concern- 
ing the purport of their petitions ; but that 
they ought at present to be quiet, lest they 
should seem seditious persons. 

2. So when the king had suggested these 
things, and instructed his general in what he 
was to say, he sent him aw^ay to the people ; 
but they made a clamour, and would not give 
him leave to speak, and put him in danger of 
his life, and as many more as w’ere desirous to 
venture upon saying openly any thing which 
might reduce them to a sober mind, and pre- 
vent their going on in their present courses, 
•—because they had more concern to have all 
their own wills performed than to yield obe- 
dience to their governors ; thinking it to be a 
thing insufferable that, while Herod was alive, 
they should lose those that w'cre the most dear 
to them, and that when he was dead, they 
could not get the actors to be punished. So 
they went on with their designs after a vio- 
lent manner, and thought all to be lawful and 
right which tended to please them, and being 
unskilful in foreseeing what dangers they in- 
curred ; and when they bad suspicion of such 
a thing, yet did the present pleasure they took 
in the punishment of those they deemed their 
enemies overweigh all such considerations ; 
and although.Archelaus sent tr*any to speak 
to them, yet <|^y treated them not as messen- 
gers seilt .bf.'lliin, but as pfr^ons that came of 
Uieir own i^rd to mitigate iiietr anger, and 


would not let one of them speak. The sedi 
tion, also, was made by such as were in a 
g ent passio > ; and it was evident that they 
were p'oceeding farther in seditious p actlces, 
by the multitude running so fast upon them. 

3. Now, iip.m the approach of that f«.ast 
of unleavened bread which the law of their 
father' ha<l appointed for the Jews at this 
time, which fea t is called the Passover,* a d 
is a memorial of their de iverance out of 
Egypt (when they offer sacrifices with great 
alaciity; an 1 when they are required to slay 
more sacrifices in number than at any other 
festival; and when an innumerable multitude 
came thither out of the country, nay, from 
beyond its limi s also, in order to worship 
God), the seditious lamented Judas and Mat- 
thias, these teaelr,:is of the laws, and kept to- 
gether in the temple, and had plenty of food, 
because these seditious persons were not 
ashamed to beg it And as Archelaus was 
afraid lest some terrible thing slioii'd spiing 
up by means of these men’s madness, he sent 
a regiment of armed men, and with them a 
captain of a thousand, to suppress the violent 
efforts of the seditious, before the whole mul- 
titude should be infected with the like mad- 
ness ; and gave them this charge, that if the)i 
found any much more openly seditious than 
others, and more busy in tumultuous prac- 
tices, they should bring them to him. But 
those tliat were seditious on account of those 
teachers of the law, irritated the people by 
the noise and clamours they used to encou- 
rage the people in their designs ; so they made 
an assault upon the soldiers, and came up to 
them, and stoned the greatest part of them, 
although some of them ran away wounded, 
and their captain among them ; and when they 
had thus done, they returned to the sacrifices 
wdiich were already in their hands. Now 
Arclielaus thought there was no way to pre- 
serve the entire government, but by cutting 
off those who made this attempt upon it ; so 
he sent out the whole army upon them, and 
sent the horsemen to prevent those that had 
their tents without tiie temple, from assisting 
those that w'ere w'iiiiin the temple, and to kill 
such as ran away from the footmen when 
they thought themselves out of danger; which 
horsemen slew three thousand men, while the 
rest went to the neighbouring mountains. 
Then did Archelaus order proclamation to be 
made to them all, that they should retire to 
their own homes ; so they went away, and left 
the festival, out of fear of somewhat worse 
which would follow, although they had been so 
bold by reason of their w'ant of instruction. So 
Archelaus went down to the sea with bis mo- 
ther, and took with him Nicolaus and Ptole- 
my, and many others of his friends, and left 

• This passover, when the sedition here mentioned 
was moved against Archelaus, was not one, but thir^*n 
month.s after the eclipse of tiie moon, already mention 
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Philip his brother as governor of all things I 
belonging both to his own family and to thej 
public. There went out also with him Sa- 
lome, Herod’s sister, who took with her her: 
children, and many of her kindred were with I 
her ; which kindred of hers went, as they pre- 
tended, to assist Archelaus in gaining the king- 
dom, but in reality to oppose him, and chiefly 
to make loud complaints of what he had done 
in the temple. But Sabinus, Caesar's steward 
for Syrian affairs, as he was making haste in- 
to Judea, to preserve Herod’s cllects, met 
with Archelaus at Ciesarea ; but Varus (pre- 
sident of Syria) came at that time, and re- 
strained him from meddling with them, for he 
was there as sent for by Archelaus, by the 
means of Ptolemy. And Sabinus, out of 
regard to Varus, did neither seize ui):.u any 
of the castles that were among the Jews, nor 
did ho seal »ip the treasures in them, but per- 
mitted Archelaus to have them, until Caesar 
should declare his resolution about them ; so 
that, upon this his promise, he tarried still at 
Caesarea. But after Archelaus was sailed for 
Home, and Varus was removed to Antioch, 
Sabinus went to Jerusalem, and seized on the 
king’s palace. He also sent for the keepers 
of the garrisons, and for all those that had 
the charge of IJerod’s effects, and declared 
publicly that he should require them to givej 
an account of what they had ; and he dispos- 
ed of the castles in the manner he pleased : 
hut tliose who kept them did not neglect what 
Archelaus had given them in command, but 
continued to keep all things in the manner 
they had In njoined them; and their pre- 
tence was, that they kept them all for Cwsar. 

4. At tl ■' same time also did Antipas, an- 
other of Herod’s sons, sail to Home, in order 
to gain the goveuimcntj being brioyed upj 
by Salome with promises that he should take | 
that government ; and that he was a much 
honester ami filter man than Archelaus for 
that juilhority, since Herod had, in his former 
testament, deemed him the worthiest to be 
made king ; which ought to be esteemed more 
valid than his latter testament. Antipas also 
brought with him his mother, and Ptolemy 
the brother of Nicolaus, one that had been 
Herod's most honoured friend, and was now' 
zealous for Antipas : but it was Ireneus the 
orator, and one wdio, on account of his repu- 
tation for sagacity, was intru.'itcd witii the af- 
fairs of the kingdom, wdio most of all en- 
couraged him to attempt to gain the kingdom ; 
by whose means it was that, when some ad- 
vised him to yield to Archelaus, as to bis 
elder brother, and who bad been declared 
king by their father’s last will, he would not 
submit so to do. And when he was come 
to Home, all his relations revolted to him ; 
not out of their good-will to him, but out 
of their hatred to Archelaus; though inde^ 
they were most of all desirous of gaining 
their liberty, and to be put under a Roman 
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governor ; but, if there were too great an op- 
position made to that, they tliouglit xAntipas 
preferable to Archelaus, and so joined with 
him, in order to procure the kingdom for him. 
Sabinus also, by letters, accused Archelaus to 
Ca 

5. Now when Archelaus bad sent in his 
papers to Cxsar, wherein he pleaded his right 
to the kingdom and his father's’ testament, 
with the accounts of Herod's money, and with 
Ptolemy, who brought Herod’s seal, he so 
expected the event ; but when Caesar had read 
these papers, and Varus’s and Sahinus’s let- 
ters, with the accounts of the money, and 
what were the annual incomes of the kingdom, 
and understood that Antipas had also sent 
letters to lay claim to the kingdom, he sum* 
moiled his friends together, to know' their opi- 
nions, and with them Caius, the son of A- 
grippa, and of Julia his daughter, whom he 
had adopted, and took him, and made him sit 
first of all, and desired such as pleased to 
speak their minds about the affairs now before 
them. Now, Antipater, Salome’s son, a very 
subtle orator, and a hitter enemy to Archelaus, 
spake first to this purpose : — That it was ridi- 
culous in Archelaus to plead now to have the 
kingdom given him, since he had, in reality, 
taken already the power over it to himself, 
before Caesar had granted it to him ; and ap- 
pealed to those hold actions of his, in destroy- 
ing so many at the Jewish festival; and, if 
the men had acted unjustly, it was but fit the 
punishing of them should have been reserved 
to those that were out of the country, but had 
the power to punish them, and not been exe- 
cuted by a man tliat, if lie pretended to be <i 
king, he did an injury to C»sar, by usurping 
that authority before it was determined for 
him by Ciesar ; but, if lie owned himself to 
be a private person, his case was much worse, 
since he who w-as putting in for the kingdom, 
could by no means expect to have that power 
granted him, of which he had already depriv- 
ed Caesar [by taking it to himself]. He also 
touched sliarply upon him, and appealed to 
his changing the commanders in the army, 
and his sitting in the royal throne before- 
hand, and his determination of law-suits ; ail 
done as if he were no other than a king. Ho 
appealed also to liis concessions to those that 
petitioned him on a public account, and in- 
deed doing such things, than which he could 
devise no greater if he had been already seU 
jtled in the kingdom by Caesar. He also as- 
I crihed to him the releasing of the prisoners 
that were in the Hippodrome, and many other 
things, that either had been certainly done by 
liim, or w’ere believed to be done, and easily 
might he believed to have been done, because 
they were of such a nature as to he usually 
done by young men, and by such as, out of a 
desire of ruling, seize upon the government 
too soon. He also charged him with his ne- 
glect of the funeral mourning for his father 
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and with having merry meetings the very 
night in which he died ; and that it was 
tlience the multitude took the handle of rais- 
ing a tumult ; and if Archelaus could thus 
requite his dead father, who bad be.stowed such 
benefits upon him, and bequeathed such great 
things to him, by pretending to shed tears for 
him in the day-time, like an actor on the 
stage, but every night making mirth for hav- 
ing gotten the government, lie would appear 
to be the same Archelaus with regard to Cae- 
sar, if he granted him the kingdom, which he 
hath been to his father ; since he had then 
dancing and singing, as though an enemy of 
his were fallen, and not as though a man were 
carried to his funeral that was so nearly relat. 
ed, and had been so great a benefactor to him. 
But he said that the greatest crime of all was 
this, that he came now before Ceesar to ob- 
tain the government by his grant, while he 
had before acted in all things as he could have 
acted if Caesar himself, who ruled all, had 
fixed him firmly in the government. And 
what he most aggravated in liis pleading, was 
the slaughter of those about the temple, and 
the impiety of it, as done at the festival ; and 
how they were slain like sacrifices themselves, 
some of whom were foreigners, and others of 
their own country, till the temple was full of 
lead bodies : and all this was done, not by 
an alien, but by one who pretended to tlie 
•awful title of a king, that he might complete 
the wicked tyranny which his nature prompt' 
ed blni to, and which is hated by all men. 
On which account his father never so much 
as dreamed of making him his successor in 
the kingdom, when he was of a sound mind, 
because he knew Ids disposition ; and, in his 
former and more authentic testament, he ap- 
pointed his antagonist Antipas to succeed ; 
but that Archelaus was called by his father to 
that dignity, when he was in a dying condi- 
tion, both of body and mind ; while Antipas 
was called when he was ripest in his judg- 
ment, and of such strength of body as made 
him capable of managing his own affairs : 
and if his father had the like notion of him 
formerly that he hath now shown, yet hath he 
given a sufficient specimen what a king he is 
likely to be when he hath [in effect] deprived 
Caesar of that power of disposing of the king- 
dom, which he justly hath, and hath not ab- 
stained from making a terrible slaughter of 
his fellow-citizens in the temple, while he was 
but a private person. 

6 . ^ when Antipater had made this speech, 
and had confirmed what he had said by produc- 
ing many witnesses from among Arcbelaus’s 
own relations, he made an end of his pleading. 
Upon which Nicolaus arose up to plead for 
Archelaus, and said, ** 'I'liat what had been 
done at the temple was rather to be attributed 
to the mind of thcKW that I'h I been killed, 
than to the authoi^ of Archelaus , for that 
those who «were the authors of such things, 


are not only wicked in the injuries they do of 
themselves, but in forcing sober persons to 
avenge themselves upon them. Now, it is 
evident that what these did in 'way of opposi- 
tion was done under pretence, indeed against 
Archelaus, but in reality against Caesar him- 
self, for tliey, after an injurious manner, at- 
tacked and slew those who were sent by Ar- 
chelaus, and who came only to put a stop to 
their doings. They had no regard, either to 
God or to the festival, whom Antipater yet is 
not ashamed to patronize, whether it be out 
of his indulgence of an enmity to Archelaus, or 
out of his hatred of virtue and justice. For 
as to those who begin such tumults, and first 
set about such unrighteous actions, they are 
the men who force those that punish them to 
betake themselves to arms even against their 
will. So that Anti))ater in eflect ascribes the 
rest of what was done to all those who were 
of counsel to the accusers ; for nothing which 
is here accused of injustice has been done, 
but what was derived from them as its au- 
thors ; iiur are those things evil in themselves, 
but so represented only, in order to do harm 
to Archelaus. Such is tlicse ineirs inclina- 
tion to do an injury to a mail that is of rheir 
kindred, their father’s benefactor, and familiir- 
ly acquainted with them, and that hath evAv 
lived in friendship with them ; for that, as tu 
this testament, it was made by the king when 
he was of a sound mind, and .so ought to be 
of more authority than his former testament; 
and that for this reason, because Caesar is 
therein left to be the judge and disposer of 
all therein contained ; and for Ca;sar, he will 
not, to be sure, at all imitate the unjust pro- 
ceedings of those men, who, during Herod’s 
whole life, had on all occasions been joint- 
partakers of power with him, and yet do 
zealously endeavour to injure his determina- 
tion, while they have not themselves had the 
same regard to their kinsman [which Arche- 
laus had]. Ciesar will not therefore disannul 
the testament of a man w hom he had entirely 
supported, of his friend and confederate, and 
that which is committed to him in trust to 
ratify ; nor w'ill Cajsar’s virtuous and upright 
disposition, which is known and uncontested 
through all the habitable world, imitate the 
wickedness of these men in condemning a 
king as a madman, and as having lost his rea- 
son, while he hath bequeathed the succession 
to a good son of his, and to one w'ho flies to 
Cmsar’s upright determination for refuge. 
Nor can Herod at any time have been mis- 
taken in his judgment about a successor, 
while he showed so much prudence as to sub- 
mit all to Caesar’s determination.** 

7. Now when Nicolaus had laid these 
things before Caesar, he ended his plea ; 
whereupon Caesar was so obliging to Arche- 
laus, that he raised him up when he had cast 
himself down at his feet, and said, that he 
well deserved the kingdom : and he soon let 
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them know that he was so far moved in his 
favour, that he would not act otherwise than 
his father's testament directed) and than was 
for the advantage of Archclaus. However, 
while he gave this encouragement to Arche> 
laus to depend on him securely, he made no 
full determination about him ; and, when the 
assembly was broken up, he considered by 
himself whether he should confirm the king- 
dom to Archela'us, or whether he should part 
it among all Flerod's posterity ; and this be- 
cause they ail stood In need of much assist- 
ance to support them. 


CHAPTER 

A SEDITION OF TliE JEWS AGAINST SABINUS ; 
and how VAllUS BROUGHT THE AUTHORS 
OF IT TO PUNISHMENT. 

§ 1, But before these things could be brought 
to a settlement, Malthacc, Archelaus's mo- 
ther, fell into a distemper, and died of it ; 
and letters came from Varus the president of 
Syria, which informed Cicsar of the revolt of 
the Jews, for after Arclielaus was sailed, the 
whole nation was in a tumult. So Varus, 
since he was there himself, brought the au- 
thors of the disturbance to punishment ; and 
when he had restrained them for the most 
part from this sedition, which was a great 
one, he took his journey to Antioch, leaving 
one legion of his army at Jerusalem to keep 
the Jews quiet, vvlio were now very fond of 
innovation. Yet did nut this at all avail to 
|)ut an end to that their sedition, for, after 
Varus was gone away, Sabinus, Caesar’s pro- 
curator, staid behind, and greatly distressed 
the Jews, relying on the forces tliat were left 
there, that tliey would by their multitude pro- 
tect him ; for he made use of them, and arm- 
ed them as ins guards, thereby su oppressing 
the Jews, and giving them so great <listur6. 
ance, that at length they rebelled ; for lie 
used force in seizing the citadels, and zeal- 
ously pressed on the search after the king’s 
money, in order to seize upon it by force, on 
account of his love of gain, and his extraor- 
dinary covetousness. 

2. But on the approach of pentecost, which 
is a festival of oup, so called from the days 
of our forcfatliers, a great many ten thousands 
of men got together; nor did they come only 
to celebrate the festival, but out of their in- 
dignation at the madness of Sabinus, and at 
the injuries he offered them. A great num- 
ber there was of Galileans, and Idumeans, 
and many men from Jericho, and others who 
had passed over tlie river Jordan, and inha. 
bited those parts. This whole multitude 
joined themselves to ail liie rest, and were 
more zealous than tlie others in making an 
assault on Sabinus, in order to be avenged 


on him ; so they parted themselves into three 
bands, and encamped themselves in the places 
following ; — some of them seized on the Hip. 
podrome ; and of the other two bands, one 
pitched themselves from the northern part of 
the temple to the southern, on the east quar- 
ter; but the third band held the western part 
of the city, where the king’s palace was. 
Their work tended entirely to besiege the 
Romans, and to enclose them on all sides. 
Now Sabinus was afraid of these men’s num- 
ber, and of their resolution, who had little 
regard to their lives, but were very desirous 
not to be overcome, while they thought it a 
point of puissance to overcome their ene- 
mies; so he sent immediately a letter to Va- 
rus, and, as he used to do, was very pressing 
with him, and entreated him to come (juickly* 
to his assistance ; because the forces he had 
left were in imminent danger, and would 
probably, in no long time, be seized upon, 
and cut to pieces; while he did himself get 
up to the highest tower of the fortress Plia- 
saclus, which had been built in honour of 
Phasaclus, king Herod’s brother, and called 
so when the Purthians had brought him to 
his death.* So Sabinus gave thence a signal 
to the Romans to fall upon the Jews, al 
though he did not himself venture so much 
as to come down to his friends, and thought 
he might expect that the others should expose 
themselves first to die on account of his ava- 
rice. However; the Romajis ventured to 
make a sally out of tiie place, and a terrible 
battle ensued ; wherein, though it is true the 
Romans beat their adversaries, yet were not 
the Jews daunted in their resolutions, even 
when they had the sight of that terrible 
slaughter that was made of them ; but they 
went round about, and got upon those clois- 
ters which encompassed the outer court of the 
temple, whore a great fight was still continued, 
and they cast stones al the Romans, partly 
with their hands, and partly with slings, as 
being much used to those exercises. All the 
archers also in array did the Romans a great 
deal of mischief, because they used their hands 
dexterously from a place superior to (he others, 
and because the others were at an utter loss 
what to do; for when they trieil to shoot their 
arrows against the Jews upwards, these ar- 
rows could not reach them, insomuch that 
the Jews were easily too b ird for their ene- 
mies. And this sort of fight lasted a great 
while, till at last the Romans, who were 
greatly distressed by what was done, set fire | 
to the cloisters so privately, that those who 
were gotten upon them did not perceive it. 
'I'liis tire,f being fed by a great deal of com- 

« SeeAutiq. b. xiv, ch. xiii, sect. tO; and Of the 
War, b. ii, ch. xii, sect. 9. 

t These gicat devastations made about the temple 
here, and Of the War, b. ii, ch. lit, sect. 3, seem not to 
have been fully rc-edideti in the days of Nero; till 
whose time there were eighteen thousand workmen 
continually employed in rebuilding and repairing that 
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bustfble matter, caught boM immediately on 
the roof of the cloisters ; ad the wood, which 
was full of pitch and wax, and whose gold 
,was laid on it with wax, yielded to the flame 
prelently, and those vast works, which were 
of tlie highest value and esteem, were de- 
stroyed utterly, while those that were on the 
roof unexpectedly perished at the same time; 
for as the roof tumbled down, some of these 
men tumbled down with it, and others of 
them were killed by their enemies who en- 
compassed them. There was a great number 
more, who out of despair of saving their lives, 
and out of astonishment at the misery that 
surrounded them, did either cast themselves 
into the Are, or tlirew themselves upon their 
own swords, and so got out of their misery. 
But as to those tl)at retired behind tlic same 
way by which they ascended, and thereby 
escaped, they were all killed by the Romans, 
as being unarmed men, and their courage 
failing them ; their wild fury being now not 
able to help them, because they were desti- 
tute of armour, insomuch that of those that 
went up to the top of the roof, not one escap- 
ed. The Romans also rushed through the 
Are, where it gave them room so to do, and 
seized on that treasure where the sacred mo- 
ney was reposited : a great part of which was 
stolen by the soldiers ; and Sabinus got open- 
ly four hundred talents. 

3. But this calamity of the Jews* friends, 
who fell in this^ battle, grieved them, as did 
also this plundering of the money dedicated 
to God in the temple. Accordingly that body 
of them which continued best together, and 
was the most warlike, encompassed the palace, 
and threatened to set lire to it, and kill all 
that were in it. Yet still they commanded 
them*to go out presently, and promised that 
if they would do so, they would not hurt 
them, nor Sabinus neither ; at which time the 
greatest part of the king’s troops deserted to 
them, while Rufus and Gratus, who had three 
thousand of the most warlike of Herod's 
army with them, who w ere men of active bo- 
dies, went over to the Romans. TJiere was 
also a band of horsemen under the command 
of Rufus, which itself went over to the Ro- 
mans also. However, the Jews went on with 
the siege, and dug mines under the palace- 
walls, and besought tliose that were gone over 
to the other side, not to be their hindrance, 
now they had such a proper opportunity for 
the recovery of their country’s ancient liberty ; 

desirous of go- 
ing away WilP his soldiers, but was not able 
to trust wnself with the enemy, on account 
of what mischief he liad already done them ; 
and^ great [pretended] lenity of 

f^l^ll^^^llll&^gumeiit why he should not 

Inloms u-s AtUiq. b. xx, eft. ix. 
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pected that Varus was coming, he still bore 
the siege. 

4 . Now, at this time there were ten thou- 
sand other disorders in Judea, which were 
like tumults, because a great number put 
themselves into a warlike posture, either out 
of hopes of gain to themselves, or out of en- 
mity to the Jews. In particular, two thou- 
sand of Herod’s old soldiers, w'ho had been 
already disbanded, got together in Judea itself, 
and fought against the king’s troops, although 
Achiabus, Herod’s first cousin, opposed them ; 
but as h^jlWas driven out of the plains into 
the mouritainous parts by the military skill of 
those men, be kept himself in the fastnesses 
that were there, and saved what he could. 

5. There was also Judas,* the son of that 
Ezekias who had been head of the robbers ; 
w'hich Ezekias w as a very strong man, and 
had with great difficulty been caught by He- 
rod. This Judas having gotten together a 
multitude of men of a profligate character 
about Sepphoris in Galilee, and made an as- 
sault upon the palace [there], and seized upon 
all tlie weapons that w^ere laid up in it, and 
with them armed every one of those that were 
with hin), and carried away what money was 
left there ; and he became terrible to all men, 
by tearing and rending those that came near 
him ; and all this in order to raise liimfgl^^ 
and out of an ambitious desire of (he 
dignity; and he hoped to obtain that as tfii» 
reward, not of his virtuous skill hi war, 

of bis extravagance in doing injuiitts. 

6. There was also Simon, who had b#li||iC 
I slave of Herod the king, but in other respects 

I a comely person, of a tall and robust l^dy ; be 
was one that w as much superior to others of* his 
order, and had had great things cotnnolttcd to 
his care. This man was elevated at the dis-' 
orderly state of things, and was so b<«l» to 
put a diadem on his head, while a certain 
number of the people stood by him, and by 
them he was declared to be a king, and thought 
himself more worthy of that dignity than any 
one else. He burnt dowh the royal palace 
at Jericho, and plundered what was left in it 
He also set fire to many others of the king* 
houses in several places of tlie country, and 
utterly destroyed them, and permitted those^ 
that were with him to take what was left li>^ 

* Unless this Judas, the son of Ezekias, bo the same 
with that Theudas mentioned Acts v, 36, Josephus must 
have omitted him ; for that other Theudas, whom he 
afterwards mentions under Fadus, the Roman governor, 
b. XX, eh. v, sect. 1, is much too late to correspond to 
him that is mentioned in the Actfc- j:he names Theu- 
das, Thaddeus, and Judas diilbr witni||& See Arch- 
bishop Usher’s Annals, at a. m. 1001. ifowever, situ® 
Joseahus dues nut pretend to reckon up the heads of all 
tho^P^thousand disorders ir i Jud ea. which he tells us 
were tbeoxbroad, see sect. 4 anpl^he Theudas of the 
Acts mi^ be at tho head ofll^ of thov seditions, 
though not particularly nam«|M|b' him. This he in- 
forms us here, sect. 6, and w IHne War, b. ii, ch. tv, 
sect. ?, tbat certain of the sedtuii^s came and burnt the 
royal palace at Amathus, oidwiaramphta, upon the 
river Jordan, Perhaps th rfiaMe r, who is not named 
by Josephus/ nflfht 
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them for a prey; and he- would have done 
greater things, unless care had been taken to 
repress him immediately; for Gratus, when 
he had joined himself to some Roman soldiers, 
took the forces he had with him, and met Si- 
mon, and after a great and a long fight, no 
small part of those that came from Perea, 
who were a disordered body of men, and 
fought rather in a bold than in a skilful man- 
ner, were destroyed ; and although Simon 
had saved himself by flying away through a 
certain valley, yet Gratus overtook him, and 
cut off his head. The royal palace also, at 
Amathus, by the river Jordan, was burnt 
down by a party of men that were got toge- 
ther, as were those belonging to Simon. And 
thus did a great and wild fury spread itself 
over the nation, because they had no king to 
keep the multitude in good order; and be- 
cause those foreigners, who came to reduce 
the seditious to s(»briety, did, on the contrary, 
set them more in a flame, because of the in- 
juries they oflered them, and the avaricious 
management of their aflairs. 

7. Hut because Athroiiges, a person nei- 
ther eminent by the dignity of progenitors, nor 
for any great wealth he was possessed of, but 
one that Iiad in all respects been a shepherd 
only, and was not known by any body; yet 
becaiisc he was a tall tnau, and excelled o* 
Ihers in the strength of his bands, he w'as so 
bold as to set up for king. 'J’liis man thought 
it so sweet a thing to do more than ordinary 
injuries to otliers, that although he should be 
killed) lie did not much care if he lost his life 
in so great a design. He had also four bre- 
thren, nvho w’ere tall mini themselves, and 
were believed to be superior to others in the 
strength of their hands, and thereby were en- 
couraged to aim at great things, and thought 
that strengh of theirs would support them in 
retainijig the kingdom. Each of these ruled 
over a band of men of their own ; for those 
that got together to tleMU w'erc very numerous. 
They were every one of them also command- 
ers ; but, w’hen they came to fight, they were 
subordinate to him, and fought for him, while 
he put a diadem about bis head, and assem- 
bled a council to debate about what things 
should be' done ; and all tilings were clone 
according to his pleasum. And this man re- 
tained bis power a great while ; he was also 
called king, and had nothing to hinder him 
from doing what lie pleased. He also, as 
well as his brethren, slew a great many both 
of the Romans and of the king’s forces, and 
managed matters with the like hatred to each 
of them, 'l^e king’s forces they fell upon, 
because of the licentious conduct they bad 
been allowed under Herod’s government; 
and they fell upon the Romans, because of 
the injuries they had so lately received from 
them. Rut in process of time they grew 
more cruel to all sorts of men ; nor could any 
one escape from one or other of these sedi- , 


j lions, since they sljpvC some out of the hopes 
of gain, and others from a mere custom oi 
slaying men. They once attacked a company 
of Romans at Emmaus, who were bringing 
corn and weapons to the army, and fell up6n 
Arius, the centurion, who commanded the 
company, and shot forty cf the best of his foot- 
soldiers ; but the rest of them were affrighted 
at their slaughter, and left their dead behind 
them, but saved themselves by the means of 
Gratus, who came with the king’s troops that 
were about him to their assistance. Now, 
these four brethren continued the w'ar a long 
while by such sort of expeditions, and much 
grieved the Romans (but did their own na. 
tion also a great deal of mischief) ; yet were 
they afterwards subdued ; one of them in a 
fight with Gratus, another with Ptolemy ; 
Archelaus also took tlie cklc.st of tliem pri- 
soner ; while the last of them w'as so dejected 
at the others’ misfortune, and saw so plainly 
that he had no w’ay now left to save himself, 
his army being worn aw'ay with sickness and 
continual labours, that he also delivered him- 
self lip to Archelaus, upon his promise and 
oath to God to [jireseive his life]. But 
these things came to pass a good while aftor- 
w'ard. 

8. And novv Judea was full of robberies , 
and, as the several companies of the seditious 
lighted upon any one to head them, he was 
created a king immediately, in order to do mis- 
chief to the public. They were in some small 
measure indeed, and in .small matters, hurtful 
to the Romans, but the murders tlicy commit- 
ted upon their own people lasted a long while. 

9. As soon as Varus wa.5 once infonu^fTof 
the slate of Judea by Sabinus’s writing to 
him, he w'as afraid for the legion he bad left 
there; so betook the two other legions (for 
there were three legions in all belonging to 
Syria), and four troops of horsemen, with 
the several auxiliary forces which either the 
kings or certain of the teiraiclis afforded 
him, and made what haste he could to s|ssist 
those that were then besieged in Judea. He 
also gave order, that all that were sent out 
for this eX]>edition should make haste to 
Ptolemais. The citizens of Bery tus also gave 
him fifteen hundred auxiliaries, as he passed 
through their city. Aretas also, the king of 
Arabia Petrea, out of his hatred to Herod, 
and in order to purchase the favour of the 
Romans, sent him no small assi.staiice, be- 
sides their footmen and horsemen : and 
when he had now' collected all his forees to- 
gether, he committed part of them to his son, 
and to a friend of his, and sent them upon an 
expedition into Galilee, which lies in the 
neighbourhood of Ptolemais ; who mad* an 
attack upon the enemy, and put them to flight, 
and took Sepphoris, and made its iphabitants 
slaves, and burnt the city. Bu^^arus him- 
self pursued his march to Samaria with bis 
whole army : yet did not he meddJe wiilvtlio 
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city of that name, becituse it had not at all 
joined with the seditious, but pitched his 
camp at a certain village that belonged to 
Ptolemy, whose name was Arus, which the 
Arabians burnt, out of their hatred to Herod, 
and out of the enmity they bore to his friends ; 
whence they marched to another village, w'hose 
name was Sampho, which the Arabians plun- 
dered and burnt, although it was a fortihed 
and strong place * and all along this march 
nothing escaped them, but all places were full 
of (ire and of slaughter. Emmaus was also 
burnt by Varus*s order, after its inliabitants 
bad deserted it, that he might avenge those 
that had there been destroyed. From thence 
he now marched to Jerusalem ; w'hereupon , 
tliose Jews whose camp lay there, and who- 
had besieged the Roman legion, not bearing i 
the coining of this army, left the siege im- 
perfect ; but as to the Jerusalem Jews, when 
Varus reproached them bitterly for what had 
been done, they cleared themselves of the ac- 
cusation ; and alleged that the conflux of the 
people was occasioned by the feast ; that the 
war was not made with their approbation, but by 
the rashness of the strangers ' while they were 
on tl»c side of the Romans, and besieged to- 
gether with them, rather than having any in- 
clination to besiege them. There also came 
beforehand to meet Varus, Joseph, the cousin- 
german of king Herod, as also Gratus and 
Rufus, who brought their soldiers along wdth 
them, together with those Romans wlio had | 
been besieged : but Sabinus did not come 
into Varus’s presence, but stole out of the 
city privately, and went to the sea-side. 

10. Upon this. Varus sent a part of his ar- 
m*y into the country, to seek out those that 
had been the authors of the revolt; and when 
they were discovered, he punished some of 
them that wore most guilty, and some he dis- 
missed : now the number of those that were, 
crucified on this account were two thousand ; 
after which he disbanded his army, which he 
found nowise useful to him in the ailairs he 
came about ; for they behaved themselves ve- 
ry disorderly, and disobeyed his orders, and 
what Varus desired them to do ; and this out 
of regard to that gain which they made by the 
mischief they did. As for himself, when he 
was informed that ten thousand Jews had 
gotten together, he made haste to c^Cch them ; 
but they did not proceed so far as to fight 
him, but, by the advice of Achiabus, they 
came together, and delivered themselves up 
to him ; hereupon Varus forgave the crime 
of revolting to the multitude, but sent their 
several commanders to Caesar, many of whom 
Cssar dismissed; but for the several rela- 
tions of Herod who had been among these 
men in this war, they were the only^ persons 
fl^om he punished, w ho, without the least re- 
gard to jutflbe^ fought against their own kin.. 
tired. 0 


CHAPTER XL 

AN EMBASSAGE OF THE JEWS TO CuESAR ; AND 

HOW CJblSAR CONFIRMED UEROD’s TESTA- 
MENT. 

§ 1. So when Varus had settled these affairs, 
and had placed the former legion at Jerusa- 
lem, he returned back to Antioch ; hut as for 
Archelaus, he had new sources of trouble 
come upon him at Rome, on the occasions 
following ; for an embassage of the Jews was 
come to Rome, Varus having permitted the 
nation to send it, that they might petition for 
the liberty of living by their own laws.* 
Now, the number of the ambassadors that 
were sent by the authority of the nation w'cre 
fifty, to which they joined above eight thou- 
sand of the Jews that were at Rome already. 
Hereupon CcTsar assembled his friends, and 
the chief men among the Romans, in the tem- 
ple of Apo]lo,f w’hich he had built at a vast 
charge; whither the ambassadors came, and a 
multitude of the Jews that were there already 
came with them, as did also Archeluus and his 
friends ; but as for the several kinsmen which 
Archelaus had, they would not join them- 
selves with him, out of their hatred to |iim 
and yet they thought it too gross a thing for 
tJiem to assist the ambassadors [against him], 
as supposing it would be a disgrace to them 
in Csesar s opinion to think of thus acting in 
opposition to a man of their own kindred : 
Philipp also was come hither out of Syria, by 
the persuasion of Varus, with this pfincipal 
intention to assist his brother [ArchelausJ; 
for Varus was his great friend ; but still so, 
that if there should any change happen in the 
form of government (which Varus suspected 
there would), and if any distribution should b« 
made on account of the number that desifed 
the liberty of living by their own laws, thal 
he might not be disappointed, but inigiit have 
his share in it. 

2. Now, upon the liberty that was given to 
the Jewish ambassadors to speak, they who.^' 
hoped to obtain a dissolution of kingly go- ^ 
vernment, betook themselves to accuse He- 
rod of his iniquities ; and they declafied that 
he was indeed in name a king, but that he 
had taken to himself that, uncontrollable au- 
thority which tyrants exercise over their sub- 
jects, and had made use of that authority for 
the destruction of the Jews, and did not abw;^^ 
stain from making many innovations aiTion^.| 
them besides, according to his own inclina--^ 
tions } and that whereas there w’ere a great 
many Who perished by that destruction he | 
brought Qpoh them, so many indeed as no 
other history relates, they that survived were 

• See Of the War, b. ii» ch. ii, sect 3. 

t See the note. Of the War, b. ii. ch. vi, sect. I 

i He was tetnuch afterwards. 
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far more miserable than those that suffered 
under him, not only by the anxiety they were 
in from his looks and disposition towards 
them, but from the danger their estates were 
in of being taken away by him. That he did 
never leave off adorning these cities that lay 
in their neighbourhood, but were inhabited 
by foreigners ; but so that the cities belong- 
ing to his own government were ruined, and 
utterly destroyed : that whereas, when he 
took the kingdom, it was in an extraordinary 
flourishing condition, he had filled the nation 
with the utmost degree of poverty ; and when, 
upon unjust pretences, he had slain any of 
the nobility, he took away their estates : and 
when he permitted any of them to live, he 
condemned them to the forfeiture of what they 
possessed. And, besides the annual imposi- 
tions which he laid upon every one of them, 
they were to make liberal presents to himself, 
to his domestics and friends, and to such of 
his slaves as were vouchsafed the favour of 
being his tax -gatherers j because there was no 
way of obtaining a freedom from unjust vio- 
lence, without giving either gold or silver for 
it. That they would say nothing of the cor- 
ruption of the chastity of their virgins, and 
the reproach laid on their wives for inconli- 
nency, and those things acted after an inso- 
lent an<l inhuman manner; because it was 
uot a smaller pleasure to the sufferers to have 
such things concealed, than it would have 
been not to have suffered them. That Herod 
had put such abuses upon them as a wild j 
beast would not have put on them, if he had ' 
power given him to rule over us • and that 
altliough their nation had passed through 
many subvoi dons and alterations of govern-; 
nient, their history gave no account of any ca- 
lamity they had cv(;r been under, that could 
be compared with this which Herod had 
brought upon their nation; that it was for 
tbit reason that they thought they might just- 
ly and gladly salute Archelaus as king, upon 
this supposition, that whosoever should be 
set over their kingdom, he would appear more 
mild to them than Herod had been ; and that 
they had joined with him in the mourning for 
his father, in order to gratify him, and were 
ready to oblige him in other points also, if 
they could meet with any degree of inodera- 
lioii from him ; but that he seemed to be 
afraid lest he should not be dee ried Herod’s 
own son ; and so, without any delay, he im- 
mediately lev the nation understand his mean- 
ing, and this before his dominion was well es- 
tablished, since the power of disposing of it 
belonged to Ca?sar, who could either give it 
to him or not as he pleased. That he had 
given a specimen of his future virtue to his 
subjects, and with what kind of moderation 
and good administration he would govern 
tliem, by that his first action whicli concerned 
tliem, his own cilizenii, and God himself also, 
when he made the slaughter of three thousand 


of his own countrymen at the temple. How, 
then, could they avoid the just hatred of him, 
who, to the rest of his barbarity, hath added 
this as one of our crimes, that we have op- 
posed and contradicted him in the exercise of 
his authority? Now, the main thing they de- 
sired was this ; That they might be delivered 
from kingly and the like forms of govern- 
ment,* and might be added to Syria, and be 
j)ut under tlie authority of such presidents ot 
theirs as should be sent to them ; for that it 
would thereby be made evident, whether they 
be really a seditious people, and generally 
fond of innovations, or whether they would 
live ill an orderly manner, if they might have 
governors of any sort of moderation set over 
them. 

3. Now when the Jews had said this, Ni- 
colaus vindicated the kings from those accu- 
sations, and said, that as for Herod, since he 
had never been thus accused -f* all the time of 
his life, it was not fit for those that might 
have accused him of lesser crimes than those 
now mentioned, and might have procured 
him to be punished during his lifetime, to 
bring an accusation against him now be is 
dead. He also attributed tlie actions of Ar- 
chelaus to the Jews* injuries to him, who, 
alVectiug to govern contrary to the laws, and 
going about to kill those that would have 
hindered them from acting unjustly, w-lieii 
they were by him jiunished for wliat they had 
done, made their complaints against him ; so 
he accused them of their attempts for innova- 
tion, and of the pleasure they took in setli- 
tion, by reason of their not having learned to 
submit to justice and to tlie laws, but still 
desiring to be superior in all things. This 
was the substance of wliat Nicolaus said, 

4. \Vhen Ccesar had heard these pleading'., 
he dissolved the assembly ; but a few day* 
afterwards he appointed Archelaus, not in- 
deed to be the king of the w'hole country, 
but ethnarch of one half of that which 
been subject to Herod, wul promised to give 
him the royal dignity hereafter, if he govern 
cd his part virtuously. But as for the other 
half, he divided it into two parts, and gave it 

* If any one compare that divine prediction concern- 
ing the tyrannical power whiih the Jewisli kings would 
exercise over them, if they would be so foolish as to 
piefer it before their ancienl theocracy or aristocracy. 
(I Sam. viii, Antiq. b. vi,eh. iv, sect. •!.), he will 

soon find that it was Mijierabundantly fulfilled in the 
days of Herod, and that to such a degree, that the nation 
now at last seemed sorely to repent of such their ancient 
choice, in opposition to Gotl’s better choice for them, 
and h.id mueli rather be subject to even a pagan Roman 
government, and thei i deputies, than to oe any longer 
under the oppression of the family of Herotl ; which re- 

a uest of thein Augustus did nut now grant them, but 
id it for the one half of that nation in a few years af 
terward, upon fresh complaitits made by the Jews 
against Archelaus, who, under the more humble name 
ol an cUinarch, which Augustus would only now allow 
Mm, sooA took upon him the insolence and tyranny of 
his father kuig Herod, as the remaining part of this 
book will inform us, and particularly ch. xiii, sect. if. 

t This is not true See Antiq. b. xly, cl . ix, sect. 
3, 4 ; and ch. xii, sect. 2, and ch. xlii. sect. 1, 2 : An- 
tiq. b. XV, ch. iii, sect. 5 ; and eh. x, sect 2, 3 1 Aptio* 
b xvl. ch. ix, sect 3. 
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to two other of Herod's ions, to Philip and 
to Antipas, that Antipas who disputed with 
Archelaus for the whole kingdom. Now, to 
him it was that Perea and Galilee paid their 
tribute, which amounted annually to 200 la- 
lents,* while Batanea with Trachonitis, as well 
as Auranitis, with a certain part of what was 
called the House ZenodoruSjf paid the tri- 
bute of one hundred talents to Philip ; but 
Idumea, and Judea, and the country of Sa- 
maria, paid tribute to Archelaus, but had 
now a fourth part of that tribute taken oil' by 
the order of Ccesar, who decreed them that 
mitigation, because tlicy did not join in this 
revolt with the rest of the multitude. There 
were also certain of the cities which paid tri- 
bute to Archelaus :—Strato*s Tower and Se- 
baste, witli Joppa and Jerusalem ; for as to 
Gaza, Gadara, and Hippos, they were Gre- 
cian cities, which Caesar separated from his 
government, and added them to the province 
of Syria. Now the tribute-money that came 
to Arclielaus every year from his own domi- 
nions, amounted to six hundred talents. 

5. And 60 much came to Herod’s sons 
from their father’s inheritance; but Salome, 
besides what her brother left her by his testa- 
ment, whicli were Jamnia, Ashdod, and Pha- 
saelis, and five hundred thousand [drachma)] 
of coined silver, Caesar made her a present of 


« Since Josephus here informs us that Archelaus had 
me-half of the kingdom of Herod, and presently in- 
forms us farther, that Archeiaus's annual income, after 
an abatement of one quarter for the precent, was 600 
talents, we may therefore gather pretty nearly what was 
Herod the Great’s yearly income, 1 mean about 1000 ta- 
lents, which, at the known value of 5000 shekels to a 
talent, and about lOd. to a shekel, in the days of J(v 
Bcphus, see the note on Antiq. b. iii, ch. viii, sect. 2, 
amounts to L.68(',000 sterling per annui7if which in- 
come, though great In itself, bearing no proportion to 
his vast expenses everywhere visible in Josephus, and to 
the vast sums he left behind him in his will (cli. viii, 
reel. 1 ; and ch. xii, sect. 1), the rest must have arisen 
either from his confiscation of those great men’s estates 
whom he put to death, or made to nay fine for the sav- 
ing of their lives, or from sofnc other heavy mefhwls 
of oppression which such savage tyrants usually exercise 
upon their miserable subieets; or ratlicr from' these se- 
veral metlio<ls put together, all which yet seem very 
much too small fur his expenses, being drawn from no 
larger a nation than that of tlie Jews, which was very 
populous, but without (he advantage of trade to bring 
them riches ; so that I cannot but strongly susimjci that 
no small ])art of this his wealth arose from another 
source; I mean from some vast sums he took out of 
David’s sepulchre, but eoiieealcd from the people. See 
the note on Antiq. b. vii, eh. xv, sect. 3. 

i Take here a very useful note of (jrothis, on Lnkc 
lii, 1, here quoted by Dr. Hudson : — ** When Josrahus 
lays that some part of the liouse (or iiosseision) oi Ze- 
nodorus (i. e. Abilene) was allottra to Philip, he there- 
by declares that the larger part of it belonged to ano- 
Ihcr. This other was Lysanias, whom Luke mentions, 
of the posterity of that Lysanias who was possessed of 
the same country called Abilene, from the city Abila, 
and by others Chalcidene, from the city of Chaleis, when 
the govcniment of the east was under Antonius, and 
this after Ptolemy, the son of Menneus ; from which 
Lysanias, this country came to be commonly called the 
Country of Lysanias ; and as, after the death of the for- 
nicr Lysanias, it was called the I'etrarehy of Zenodonis, 
so after the death of Zcn/‘>dorus, or when the time 
which he hired it was ended, when another Lysanias, of 
the same name with the former, was iKissessedof the 
•ame country, it began to be called the Tetrarcby of 
Lyianias.” However, since Jos'.nhus elsewhere (Antiq. 
b. XX, ch. vii, sect. 1) clearly distinguishes AIHlene from 
(^/laMdene, urotiuf must be here a far mistaken. 
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a royal habitation at Askelon : in all, her 
revenuea ainounted to sixty talents by the 
year, anti her dwelling-house was within Ar- 
chclaus's government. The rest also of the 
king's relations received what his Testament 
allotted them. Moreover, Caesar made a pre- 
sent to each of Herod’s two virgin daughters, 
besides what their father loft them, of tw'o 
bundred and fifty thousand [drachmae] of sil- 
ver, and married them to Pheroras’s sons : he 
also granted all that was bequeathed to him- 
self to the king’s sons, which was one thou- 
sand five hundred talents, excepting a few* of 
;he vessels, which he reserved for himself ; 
and they w'erc acceptable to him, not so much 
for the great value they were of, as because 
they were memorials of the king to him. 


CHAPTER XII. 

CONCERNING A SPURIOUS ALEXANDER. 

§ 1. When these aflTairs had been thus set- 
tled by Cffsar, a certain young man, by birth 
a Jew', but brought up by a Homan frc’d-man 
in the city Sidon, ingrafted himself into the 
kindred of Herod, by the resemblance of his 
countenance, wliieh those that saw him at- 
tested to be that of Alexander, the son of 
Herod, whom he had slain ; and this was an 
incitement to him to endeavour to obtain the 
;overnment ; so he took to him as an assist- 
ant, a man of his own country (one that was 
tVell acquainted with the affairs of the pa- 
lace, but, on other accounts, an ill man, and 
one w'hose nature made him capable of caiis- 
ing great disturbances to the public, and one 
tliat became a teacher of such a mischievous 
contrivance to the other), and declared him- 
self to be Alexander, and the son of Herod, 
but stolen away by one of those that wtre 
sent to slay him, who, in reality, slew othoP 
men, in order to deceive the spectators, but 
saved both him and his brother Aristobulus. 
^J’hus w as this man elated, and able to im- 
pose on those that came to liim ; and when 
lie was come to Crete, he made all the JeWf 
that came to discourse with him believe him 
to be [Alexander]. And when he had gotten 
much money which had beep presented to 
him there, he passed over to Melos, w'hcrc he 
got much more money than he had before, 
out of die belief had that ke was of the 
royal family, and their hopes that he would 
recover his father's principality, and reward ^ 
his benefactors ; so he made haste to Rome, 
and was conducted thitlier by tliose strangers 
who entertained him. lie was also so fortu- 
nate as, upoh bis landing at Dicearchia, to 
bring the Jews that were there into the same 
delusion ; and not only other people, but also 
all those who bad been great with Herod, or 
had a kindness for him, joined themselves to 
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this man as to their king. The cause of it 
was this, that men were glad of his pretences, 
which were seconded by the likeness of his 
countenance, which made those that had been 
acquainted With Alexander strongly to believe 
tliat he was no other but the very same per- 
son, which they also confirmed Co others by 
oath ; insomuch that when the report went 
about him tiiat he was coining to Rome, the 
whole multitude of the Jews that were there 
went out to meet him, ascribing it to Divine 
Providence that he liad so unexpectedly e- 
scaped, and being very joyful on account of 
in's mother's family. And when he was come, 
he was carried in a royal litter through the 
streets ; and all the ornaments about him were 
such as kings are adorned withal ; and this 
was at the expense of those that entertained 
him. The multitude also flocked about him 
greatly, and made mighty acclamations to 
him, and nothing was omitted w'hich could 
be thought suitable to such as had been so 
unexpectedly preserved. 

2. When this thing was told Caesar, he did 
not believe it, because Herod was not easily 
to be imposed upon in such affairs as were of 
great concern to him ; yet, having some sus- 
picion it might be so, he sent one CeladuS, a 
fi’ced man of his, and one that had conversed 
will! the young men themselves, and bade 
him bring Alexander into his presence: so 
he brought him, being no more accurate in 
jiulgin; : about him than the rest of the mul- 
titude. Yet did not he deceive Caesar; for 
although there was a resemblance between 
him and Alexander, yet it was not so exact as 
to impose on such as were prudent in discern- 
ing ; l\ v this spurious Alexander had his bands 
rough, by the labours he had been put to; and 
instead of thut softness of body which the 
other had, and this us derived from his deli- 
cate and generous education, this man, for 
the contrary reason, had a rugged body. 
When, iherelcre, Ca;sar saw how the master 
and the scholar agreed in this lying story, and 
ill a bold way of triking, ho inquired about 
Aristobulus, and asked what became of him, 
who (it seems) was stolen away together will, 
him, and for what reason it was that he die 
not come along with him, and endeavour to 
recover that dof//>nion which was due to his 
high birth also. And when he said that he 
bad been left in tlic Isle of Crete, for fear of 
Vue dangers of thc*sea, ti.at, in case any act 
dent should come to himself, the posterity of 
Mariamne might not utterly perish, but that 
Aristobulus might survive, and punish those 
that laid such treacherous designs against 
them ; and when he persevered in his affirma- 
tions, and the author of the imposture agreed 
in supporting it, Caesar took the young man 
by himself, and said to him, If thou wilt 
not impose upon me, thou shall have this for 
tjiy reward, that thou shall escape with thy 
life ; tell me, then, who ihou ait, and who it 


I was that had boldness enough to contrive such 
a cheat as this. For this contrivance is too 
lonsiderable a piece of villany to be under- 
taken by one of thy age.’* Accordingly, be- 
cause hb had no other way to take, he told 
Caesar the contrivance, and after what man- 
ner, and by whom, it was laid together. So 
Ca'sar, upon observing the spurious Alexan- 
der to be a strong active man, and fit to work 
with his hands, that he might not break his 
promise to him, put him among those tliat 
were to row among the mariners, but slew 
. him that induced him to do what he had done; 
for as for the people of Melos, he thought 
them sufficiently punished, in having thrown 
away so much of their money upon this spu- 
rious Alexander. And such was the igtio- 
linious conclusion of this bold contrivance 
about the spurious Alexander. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

HOW AACHELAUS, UPON A SECOND ACCUSATION, 
WAS BANISHED TO VIENNA. 

§ 1. When Archelaus was entered on his 
ethnarchy, and was come into Judea, he ac- 
cused Joazar, the son of Boethus, of assisting 
the seditious, and took away the high-priesU 
hood from him, and put Eleazar his brother 
in his place. Uo also magnificently rebuilt 
the royal palace that had been at Jericho, and 
he diverted half the water with which the vil- 
lage of Neara used to be watered, and drew 
off that watcM' into the plain, to water those 
palm-trees which he had there planted ; he 
also built a village, and put his own name 
upon it, and called it Archelais. Moreover, 
he transgressed the law of our fathers,* and 
married Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, 
who had been the wife of his brother Alex- 
ander, which Alexander had three children by 
her, while it was a thing detestable among the 
Jews to marry the brother's wife. Nor did 
this Eleazar abide long in the high-piiesthood, 
Jesus, the son of Sie, being put in his room 
while he was still living. 

2. But in the tenth year of Arcbelaus's 
government, both his brethren and the princi- 
pal men of Judea and Samaria, not being 
able to bear his barbarous and tyrannical 
usage of them, accused him before Csssar, 
and that especially because they knew he bad 
broken the commands of Coesar, which oblig. 
ed him to behave himself with moderation 
among them. Whereupon Caesar, when he 
heard it, was very angry, and called for Ar- 
chelaus’s steward, who took care of his affairs 
at Rome, and whose name was Archelaus 

. . * Spanheim seasonably observes here, that it was for 
piildcu the Jews to marry their brother’s wife when she 
had children by her first husband ; and tliat Zenoraa 
(cites, or) interprets the clause before us accordingly. 



482 

also ; and thinking it beneath him to write to I 
Archelaus, he bade him sail away as soon as 
possible, and bring him to Rome; so the man 
made haste in his voyage, and when he came 
into Judea he found Archelaus feasting with 
his friends ; so he told him what Caesar had 
sent him about, and hastened him away. Anri 
when he w'as come [to Rome], to Cfesar, up- 
on hearing what certain accusers of bis had 
to say, and what reply he could make, both 
banished him, and appointed Vienna, a city 
of Gaul, to be the place of his habitation, 
and took his money away from him. 

3. Now, before Archelaus w'as gone up to 
Rome upon this message, lie related this 
dream to his friends ; That he saw ears of 
corn, in number ten, full of wheat, perfectly 
ripe; which ears, as it seemed to him, were 
devoured by oxen. And when he was awake 
and gotten up, because the vision appeared to 
be of great importance to him, he sent ibr 
the diviners, whose study was employed about 
dreams. And while some were of one opi- 
nion and some of another (for all their inter- 
pretations did not agree), Simon, a man of the 
sect of the Essens, desired leave to speak his 
mind freely, and said, that the vision denoted 
a change in the aH^iirs of Archelaus, and that 
not for the better ; that oxen, because that 
animal takes uneasy pains in his labours, de- 
noted aillictiuns, and indeed denoted, farther, 
a change of aliairs ; because that land which 
is ploughed by oxen cannot remain in its for- 
mer state ; and that the cars of corn being ten, 
determined the like number of years, because 
an ear of corn grows in one year ; and that 
the time of Archelaus’s government was over. 
And thus did this man expound the dream. 
Now', on the fifth day after this dream came 
first to Archelaus, the other Archelaus, that 
was sent to Judea by Caesar to call him away, 
came hither also. 

4. I'lio like accident befell Glaphyra his 
wife, who was the daughter of king Arche' 
laus, who, as 1 said before, was married, while 
she was a virgin, to Alexander, the son of 
Herod, and brother of Archelaus ; but since 
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it fell out so that Alexander was slain by hrs 
father, she was married to Juba, the king of 
Libya ; and when he was dead, and she lived 
in widowhood in Cappadocia with her father, 
Archelaus divorced his former wife Mariam- 
nc, and married her, so great was his affection 
for her; who, during her marriage to him, 
saw the following dream: — She thought she 
saw Alexander standing by her; at which she 
rejoiced, and embraced him with great alfec 
tion ; but that he complained of her, and Siiid, 
O Glaphyra ! thou provest that saying to be 
true, which assures us that women are not to 
be trusted. Didst thou not pledge thy faith 
to me ? and wast thou not married to me 
when thou wast a virgin ? and had we not 
children between us ? Yet hast thou forgot- 
ten the affection I bare to thee, out of desire 
of a second husband. Nor hast thou been 
satisfied with that injury thou didst me, but 
thou hast been so hold as to procure thee a 
third husband to lie by thee, and in an inde- 
cent and imprudent manner hast entered into 
iny house, and hast been married to Arche*- 
laus, thy husband and my brother. How- 
ever, I will not forget thy former kind affec- 
tion for me ; but will set thee free from every 
such reproachful action, and cause thee to be 
mine again, as thou once wast.” When she 
had related this to her female companions, in 
a few days’ time she departed this life. 

5. Now, I did not think these histories im- 
proper for the present discourse, both because 
my discourse now is concerning kings, and 
otherwise also on account of the advantage 
hence to be drawn, as well for the confirma- 
tion of tlie immortality of the soul, as of the 
providence of God over human affairs, I 
thought them fit to be set down ; but if any 
one does not believe such relations, let him 
indeed enjoy his own opinion, but let him not 
hinder another that would thereby encourage 
himself in virtue. So Archelaus’s country 
was laid to the province of Syria; and Cyre- 
nius, one that liad been consul, was sent by 
C.Tsar to take account of people’s effects ii» 
Syria, and to sell the house of Archelaus. 
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BOOK XVIII. 


CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS. 

MIOM THE BANISHMENT OF ARCIIELAUS TO THE DEPARTUttE OP 
THE JEWS FROM BABYLON. 


CHAPTER I. 


HOW CYRENIUS WAS SENT IJY C.ESAR TO MAKE 
A TAXATION OF SYRIA AND JUDEA ; AND 
HOW COPONIUS WAS SENT TO RK PROCURA- 
TOR OF JUDEA ; CONCERNING JUDAS OF GA- 
LILEE, AND CONCERNING THE SECTS THAT 
WERE AMONG THE JEWS. 


§ 1. Now Cyrenius, a Roman senator, and 
one who had gone through other magistracies, 
and had passed through them till he had been 
consul, and one who, on other accounts, was 
of great dignity, came at this time into Syria, 
with a few others, being sent by Caesar to be 
a judge of that nation, and to take an account 
of their substance ; Coponius also, a imn of 
the equestrian order, was sent together with 
him, to have the supreme power over the 
Jews. Moreover, Cyrenius came himself in- 
to Jude,<, which was now added to the pro- 
vince of Syila. to take an account of their 
substance, and to dispose of Archelaus*s mo- 
ney; but the Jews, although at the begin- 
ning they took the report of a taxation hei- 
nously, yet did they leave off any farther op- 
position to it by the persuasion of Joazar, 
who was the son of Boethus, and high-priest 
So they, being over-persuaded by Joazar’a 
words, gave an account of their estates, with- 
out any dispute about it ; yet there was one 
Judas, a Gaulonite,* of a city whose name 


» Since St. Luke once (\ct8v, 57), and Josephus 
four several times, once liere (’lect 6; and b. xx, cn. v, 
sect. 2; Of the War, h. ii, eh. vin, sect. 1 ; andch. x%'ii 
sect. 8), calls this Jud^, who w. s the nestilent author oJ 
that seditious doctrine and temper which brought the 
Jewish nation to utter destruction, a C^alilean ; but here 
^cct. 1), Josephus calls lum a Uaulonitc, of the city of 
Gamala; it is a great question where this Judas was 
born, whether in Galilee on the west side, or in Gaulo 
nitis on the east .side of the river Jordan ; while, in thf 
place just now cited out of the Antiquities (b. xx, ch. v 
sect. 2), he is not only eallcil a Galilean, but it is addet 
to his story, “ as I have signified in the books that g( 
before as if he had still called him a Galilean in 

those Antiquities before, as well as in th.'it particular 
place, as Dean Aldrich observes, L'f the War, b. ii, ch. 
viii, sect. 1. Nor can rmc tvell imagine why he should 
here call him a Gauloni tc.when, in the 6th sect, following 
hero, as well as twice Of the War, ho still calls him a 
Galilean. As for the city of Gamala, whence this Judas 
was derived, It dCLermines nothing, R*uce there were 


was Gamala, who, taking with him Sadduc,f 
a Pharisee, became zealous to draw them to 
a revolt, who both said that this taxation was 
no better than an introduction to slavery, and 
exhorted the nation to assert their liberty ; as 
f they could procure them happiness and se- 
curity for what they possessed, and an assur- 
ed enjoyment of a still greater good, which 
was that of the honour and glory they wou’d 
thereby acquire for magnanimity. They also 
said that God would nut otherwise be assist- 
ing to them, than ujion their joining with 
one antither in such counsels as might be 
successful, and for their own advantage ; 
and this especially, if they would set about 
great exploits, and not grow weary in execut- 
ing the same ; so men received what they 
said with pleasure, and this bold attempt pro- 
ceeded to a great height. All sorts of mis- 
fortunes also sjirang from these men, and the 
nation was infected with this doctrine to an 
incredible degree ; one violent war came up- 
on us after another, and we lost our friends, 
w'ho used to alleviate our pains ; there were 
also very great robberies and murders of our 
principal men. This was done in pre- 
tence indeed for the public welfare, but in 
leality for the hopes of gain to tliemselves; 
whence arose seditions, and from them mur- 
ders of men, which sometimes fell on those 
of their own peojile (by the madness of these 
men towards one another, while their desire 
was that none of the adverse party might be 
left), and sometimes on their enemies ; a fa- 
mine also coming upon us, reduced us to the 
last degree of despair, as did also the taking 

two of that name, the one in Gaulonitis, the other 
in (ialilec. See Reland on the city or town of that 
name. 

t It seems aot very improbable to me that this Sad- 
due, the Pharisee, was the very same man of whom the 
Rabbins speak, as the unhappy but undcsigning occa- 
sion of the imuiety or infidelity of the Saddiscees ; noi 
perhaps had the men this name of Saddiicces till this 
very time, though they were a distinct sect long before. 
See the note on b. xiii, ch. x, sect. .5, and Dean » ri- 
deaux as there quoted ; nor do we, that I know of, find 
the least footsteps of such impiety or infidelity of th^ 
Sadducces before this timcj the Recognitions assuring 
us that they began about the days of John the BaotM'f, 
b. i, ch. Uv 
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and demolislnii'j of cities ; nay, the sediuon at 
last increased so high, that the very temple of 
God was burnt down by their enemy’s fire. 
Such were the consequences of this, that the 
customs of our fathers were altered, and such 
a change w'as made, as added a mighty weight 
tow'ard bringing all to destruction, which these 
men occasioned by thus conspiring together ; 
for Judas and Sutlduc,* who excited a fourth 
philosophic sect among ns, and had a great 
many followers therein, filled our civil go- 
vernment with tumults at present, and laid 
the foundation of our future miseries, by this 
system of philosophy, which we were before 
unacfjuainted withal j concerning which I 
shall discourse a little, and this the rather, 
because the infection which spread thence 
among the younger sort, who were zealous 
for it, brought the public to destruction. 

2. The Jews had for a great while three 
sects of philosophy peculiar to themselves; 
the sect of the Essens, and the sect of the 
Sadducees, and the third sort of opinions was 
that of those called Pharisees ; of which sects 
although I have already spoken in the second 
book of the Jewish War, yet will I a little 
touch upon them now. 

3. Now, for the Pharisees, they live mean- 
ly, and despise delicacies in diet ; and they 
follow the conduct of reason j and what tliat 
prescribes to them as good for them, they do ; 
and they think they ought earnestly to strive 
to observe reason's dictates for practice. 
They also pay a respect to such as are in 
years ; nor are they so bold as to contradict 
them in any thing which they have introduc- 
ed ; and, when they determine that all things 
are done by fate, they do not take away the 
freedom from men of acting as they think fit ; 
since their notion is, that it hath pleased God 
to make a temperament, whereby what he 
wills is done, but so that the will of men can 
act virtuously or viciously. They also be- 
lieve that souls have an immortal vigour in 
them, and that under the earth there will be 
rewards or punishments, according as they 
have lived virtuously or viciously in this life; 
and the latter are to be detained in an ever- 
lasting prison, but that the former shall have 
power to revive and live again; on account 
of which doctrines, they are able greatly to 
persuade the body of the people; and what- 
soever they do about divine worship, prayers, 
and sacrifices, they perform them according 
to their direction ; insomuch that the cities 
gave great attestations to them on account 
of their entire virtuous conduct, both in 
the actions of their lives and their discourses 
also. 

4. But the doctrine of the Sadducees is 
this : That souls die with the bodies ; nor do 
they regard the observation of any thing be- 
sides what the law enjoins them ; for they 

> Sec tlu' previous .Nore. 


think it an instance of virtue to dispute with 
those teachers of philosophy whom they fre- 
quent ; but this doctrine is received but by a 
few, yet by those still of the greatest dignity ; 
but they are able to do almost nothing of 
themselves ; for when they become magis- 
trates, as they are unwillingly and by force 
sometimes obliged to be, tliey addict them- 
selves to the notions of the Pharisees^ be- 
cause the multitude would not otherwise bear 
them. 

5. The doctrine of the Essens is this r That 
all things are best ascribed to God. They 
teach the immortality of souls, and Piitcein 
that the rewards of righteousness are to be 
earnestly striven for ; and when they ?5end 
what they have dedicated to God into the 
temple, they do not oiler sacrifices, f because 
they have more pure lustrations of theirown; 
on which account they are excluded from the 
common court of the temple, but oiler ditir 
sacrifices themselves ; yet is their courac of 
life better than that of other men ; and they 
entirely addict themselves to husbandry. It 
also deserves our admiration, how much they 
exceed all other men that addict themselves to 
virtue, and this in righteousness : ai.d indeed 
to such a degree, that as it hath never appear- 
ed among any other men, neither Greeks nor 
baibariatti , nut for a little time, so hath it 
endured a long while among them. This is 
demonstrated by that institution of theirs 
whicii will not sufler any thing to hinder them 
from having all things in common ; so that a 
rich man enjoys no more of Ids own wealth 
than he who hath nothing at all. There are 
about four thousand men that live in this way, 
and neither marry wives, nor are desirous to 
keep servants ; as thinking the latter tempts 
men to be unjust, and the former gives the 
handle to domestic quarrels ; but as they live 
by tliemselves, they minister one to another. 
They also appoint certain stewards to receive 
the incomes of their revenues, and of the 
fruits of the ground ; such as are good men 
and priests, who are to get their corn and 
their food ready for them. They none of 
them difler from others of the Essens in their 
way of living, but do the most resemble those 
Dacce who are called Polist<s\ [dwellers in 
cities,] 

6. Hut of the fourth sect of Jewish philo- 

1 It seems by what Josephus' says here, and Philo 
himself elsewhere (Op. p. 679), that these Essens did not 
use to go to the Jewish festivals at JerusHlcm, or to of- 
fer sacrifices there, which may be one great oocc^ion 
why they are never mentioned in the ordmary books ol 
the New Testament ; though, in the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions, they are mentioned as those that observed the 
customs of their forefathers, and that without any such 
ill character laid upon them as is there laid upon the 
other sects among that jieople. 

t Who these HoX 4 g'Tee) In Josephus, oi Kt 4 Tt»/ In 
Strabo, among tlie Pythagoric Dacas were, it is not easy 
to determine. Sealiger onbrs no improbable conjecture, 
that some of these uaca; lived alone, like monks, in 
tents or caves ; but that others of them lived togetlier 
in built cities, and thence were calleil by such twnes as 
implied the same 
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sophy, Judas the Galilean was the author. 
These men agree in all other things with the 
Pharisaic notions; but they have an inviolable 
attachment to liberty ; and say that God is to 
be their only Ruler and Lord. They also do 
hot value dying any kinds of death, nor in- 
deed do they heed the deaths of their relations 
and friends, nor can any sucli fear make 
tficm call any man Lord ; and since this im- 
moveable resolution of theirs is well known 
to a great many, I shall speak no farther 
about that matter ; noram I afraid that any 
thing T have said of them should be disbeliev- 
ed, but rather fear, that what I have said is 
beneath the resolution they siiow when they 
undergo pain ; and it was in Gessius Florns’s 
lime that the nation began to ^row mad with 
this distemper, who was our procurator, and 
who occasioned the Jews to go wild with it 
by the abuse of his authority, and to make 
them revolt from tlie Romans; and these are 
the sects of Jewish philosophy. 


CHAPTER II. 

liOW llEttOD AND PHILIP BUILT SEVERAL CITIES 
!N HONOUR OK CVESAR. CONCERNING THE 
SUCCESSION OE PRIESTS AND PROCURATORS; 
AS ALSO WHAT BKEELL PHRAATES AND THE 
PARTHIANS. 

§ 1. When ( -yrennius had now disposed of 
Archelaus’s money, and when the taxings 
were come to a conclusion, which were made in 
the thirty-seventh year of Caesar’s victory over 
Antony at Actiuin, he deprived Joazar of the 
high-priesl! ood, which dignity had been con- 
ferred on Ivm by the multitude, and he ap- 
pointed A nanus, the son of Seth, to be high- 
priest ; while Herod and Philip had each of 
them received their own tctiarchy, and settled 
the adairs the eof, Herod also built a wal 
about Sepphoris (which is the security of all 
Galilee), and made it the metropolis of the 
country. He also built a wall round llctlia- 
ramphthn. which was itself a city also, and 
called it Julias, from the name of the empe- 
ror’s wife. M ••en Philip, also, had built Pa- 
ncas, a city, at the fountains of Jordan, he 
named it Cesarea. He also advanced the vil- 
lage Pethsaida, situate the ,akc of Geniies- 
areth, unto the dignity of a city, both by the 
number of inhabitants It contained, and its 
other grandeur, and called it by the name of 
Julias, the same name with Caesar’s daughter. 

2. As Coponius, who we told you was sent 
along with Cyrenius, was exercising his office 
of procurator, and governing Judea, the fol- 
lowing accidents happened. As the Jews 
were celebrating the feast of unleavened 
bread, which we call the Passover, it was 
customary for the priests to open the temple- 
gates just after midnight. When, there^)re, 
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those gates were first opened, some of the 
Samaritans came privately into Jerusalem, 
and threw about dead men’s bodies in the 
cloisters; on which account the Jews after- 
ward excluded them out of the temple, which 
they had not used to do at such festivals ; and 
on other accounts also they watched the tem- 
ple more carefully than they had formerly 
done. A little after which accident, Copo« 
nius returned to Rome, and Marcus Ambi- 
vius came to be his successor in that govern- 
ment; under whom Salome, the sister of king 
Herod, died, and left to Julia [Caisar’s wife], 
Jamnia, all its toparcliy, and Phasaelis in the 
lain, and Archciaiis, w here is a great planta- 
.ion of palm-trees, and their fruit is excellent 
II its kind. After him came Arinius Rufus, 
inder whom died Caesar, the second emperor 
if the Romans, the duration or whose reign 
was fifty-seven years, besides six months and 
;wo days (of which time Antonius ruled to- 
jetlur with him fourteen years ; but the du- 
ration of his life was seventy-seven years) ; 
upon whose death Tiberius Nero, his wife 
Julia’s son, succeeded. Ho was now the 
:hird emperor; and he sent Valerius Gratus 
.0 be procurator of Judea, and to succeed 
Annius Rufus. This man deprived Ananus 
of the high-priesthood, and appointed Ismael, 
the son of Phabi, to be high-priest. He also 
deprived him in a little time, and ordained 
Eleazar, the son of Ananus, who had been 
igh-priest before, to be high-priest : which 
office, when he had held for a year, Gratus 
deprived him of it, and gave the iiigh-priest 
lood to Simon, tlic son of Camithus; and^ 
when he had possessed that dignity no longer 
than a year, Joseph Caiaphas was made his 
successor. When Grains had done those 
.hings, he went back to Rome, after he had 
tarried in Judea eleven years, when Pontius 
Pilate came as his successor, 

3. And now Herod the telrarch, who was 
in great favour with Tiberius, built a city of 
tlic same name with him, and called*, it Tibe- 
rias. He built it in the best part of Galilee, at 
the lake of Gennesareth. There are warm 
baths at a little distance from it, in a village 
named Ernmaus, Strangers came and in 
habited this city ; a great number of the in 
habitants were Galileans also ; and many 
were necessitated by Herod to come thither 
out of the country belonging to him, and were 
by force compelled to be its inhabitants ; some 
of them were persons of condition. He also 
admitted poor people, such as those that were 
collected f. om all parts, to dwell in it. Nay, 
some of them were not quite freemen; and 
these he was a benefactor to, and made them 
free in great numbers ; but obliged them not 
to forsake the city, by building them very 
good houses at his own expenses, and by giv- 
ing them land also ; for he was sensible, that 
to make this place a habitation was to trans- 
gress the Jewish ancient laws, because many 
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sepulchres were to be here taken away, in order 
to make room for the city Tiberias ;• whereas 
our law pronounces, that such inhabitants are 
unclean for seven days.j* 

4. About this time died Phraates, king of 
the Parthians, by tlie treachery of Phraataces 
his son, upon the occasion following ; — Wlijen 
Phraates had had legitimate sons of his own, he 
had also an Italian maid-servant, whose name 
was Thermusa, who had been formerly sent to 
him by Julius Ca'sar, among other presents. 
He first made her his concubine; but he be- 
ing a great admirer of her beauty, in process 
of time having a son by her, whose name was 
Phraataces, he made her his legitimate wife, 
jind had a great respect for her. Now, she 
was able to persuade him to do any thing that 
she said, and was earnest in procuring the 
government of Parthia for her son ; but still 
she saw that her endeavours would not suc- 
ceed, unless she could contrive how to remove 
Phraates’s legitimate sons [out of the king- 
dom] ; so she persuaded him to send those his 
sons as pledges of his fidelity to Home; and 
they were sent to Romo accordingly, because 
it was not easy for him to contradict her com- 
mands. Now, while Phraataces was alone 
brought up in order to succeed in the govern- 
ment, he thought it very tedious to expect that 
government by his father’s lionation [as his 
successor] ; he therefore formed a treacherous 
design against his father, by iiis mother’s as- 
sistance, with whom, as the report went, he 
had criminal conversation also. So he was 
hated for both these vices, while his subjects 
esteemed this i wicked] love of his mother to 
be no way inferior to his parricide; and he 
was by them, in a sedition, expelled out of 
the country before he grew too great, and 
<lied. But, as the best sort of Farthians 
agreed together, that it was impossible they 
should be governed without a king, while also 
it was their constant practice to choose one of 
the family of Arsaces [nor did their law allow 
of any others ; and they tliought this kingdom 
had been sufficiently injured already by the 
marriage with an Italian concubine, and by 
her issue], they sent ambassadors, and called 
Orodes [to take the crown] ; for the multitude 
would not otherwise have borne them ; and 
though he was accused of very great cruelty, 
and was of an untractablc temper, and prone 
to wrath, yet still he was one of the family of 
Arsaces. However, they made a conspiracy 
against him, and slew him, and that, as some 
say, at a festival, and among their sacrifices 
(for it is the universal custom there to carry 
their swords with them) ; but, as the more 

» We may here take notice, as well as in the parahel 
parts of the books Of the War, b. ii, ch. ix, sect. I, that 
after the death of Her*>d the Great, and the succession 
of Archelaus, Jos^lius is very brief in his accounts of 
Judea, till near his own time. I suppose the reason is, 
that after the large history of N iculaus of Damascus, in- 
cluding the life of Herod, and probably tlie succession 
and first actions of his sons, he had bv«t few got^ histories 
of those times before him. [ Num. xix. Ii— 14. 


general report is, they slew him when they 
had drawn him out a-hunting. So they sent 
ambassadors to Rome, and desired they would 
send one of those that were there as pledges, 
to be their king. Accordingly, Vonones was 
preferred before the rest, and sent to them 
(for he seemed capable of such great fortune, 
which two of the greatest kingdoms under 
the sun now ofT’ered him, his own and a 
foreign one). However, the barbarians soon 
changed their minds, they being naturally ol 
a mutable disposition, upon the supposal that 
this man was not worthy to be their governor ; 
for they could not think of obeying the com- 
mands of one that bad been a slave (for so 
they called those that had been hostages), nor 
could they bear the ignominy of that name; 
and this was the more intolerable, because 
then the Parthians must have such a king set 
over them, not by right of war, but in time 
of peace. So they presently invited Artuba- 
nus, king of Media, to be their king, he be- 
ing also of the race of Arsaces. Artabanus 
complied with the oiler that was made him, 
and came to them with an army. So Vonones 
met him ; and at first the multitude of 
the Parthians stood on his side, and he put 
his army in array ; but Artabanus was beaten, 
and lied to the mountains of Media. Yet 
did he a little after gather a great army to- 
gether, and fought with Vonones, and beat 
him ; whereupon Vonones fled away on horse- 
back, with a few of his attendants about him, 
to Selucia [upon Tigris]. So when Artaba- 
nus had slain a great number, and this after 
he had gotten the victory by reason of the 
very great dismay the barbarians were in, he 
retired to Ctesiphon with a great number of 
his people ; and so be now reigneil over the. 
Parthians. But Vonones fled away to Ar- 
menia ; and as soon as he came thither, he 
bad an inclination to have the government of 
the country given him, and sent ambassadors 
to Rome [for tliat purpose]. But because 
Tiberius refused it him, and because he want- 
ed courage, and because the Parthian king 
threatened him, and sent ambassadors to him 
to denounce war against him if ht proceeded, 
and because he had no way to take to regain 
any other kingdom (for the people of authority 
among the Armenians about Niphates joined 
themselves to Artabanus), he delivered up 
himself to Silunus, the president of Syria, who^ 
out of regard to his education at Rome, kept 
him in Syria, while Artabanus gave Armenia 
to Orodes, one of his own sons. 

5. At this time died Antiochus, the king of 
Cominagene ; whereupon the multitude con- 
tended with the nobility, and both sent am- 
bassadors [to Rome] ; for the men of power 
were desirous that their form of government 
might be changed into that of a [Roman^ 
province ; as were the multitude desirous to 
be under kings, as iheir fathers had been. So 
the senate made a decree, that Germanicus 
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should be sent to settle the affairs of’ the east, 
fortune hereby taking a proper opportunity 
for depriving him i»f his life ; for when he had 
been in the east, and settled all affairs there, 
his life was taken away by the poison which 
Piso gave him, as hath been related else- 
vvliere.* 


CHAPTER III. 

SEDITION OF THE JEWS AGAINST PONTIUS PI- 
I,ATE ; CONCERNING CHRIST, AND WHAT BE- 
FELL PAULINA AND THE JEWS AT ROME. 

§ 1. But now Pilate, the procurator of Ju- 
dea, removed the army from Cesarea to Jeru- 
salem, to take their winter-quarters there, in 
order to abolish the Jewish laws. So he in- 
troduced Cajsar’s effigies, which were upon 
the ensigns, and brought them into the city; 
whereas our law forbids us the very making 
of images ; on which account tlu; former pro- 
curators were wont to make their entry into 
the city with such ensigiw as had not those 
ornaments. Pilate was the first who brought 
those images to Jerusalem, and set them up 
there ; which was done without the knowledge 
of the people, because it was done in the 
night-time; but as soon as they knew it, they 
came in multitudes to Cesarea, and interccd- 
sd with Pilate many days, that he would re- 
move tiie images ; and w hen he would not 
grant their ref|uests, because it would tend to 
the injury of Caesar, while yet they persevered 
in their request, oi. the sixth day he ordered 
his solf*» ns to have their weapons privately, 
while he came and sat upon his judgment- 
seat, which S' ’at was so prepared in the open 
place of the city, that it concealed the army 
that lay ready to oppress them ; and when the 
Jews petitioned him again, he gave a signal 
to tile soldiers o encompass them round, and 
tJireatened that their punishment should be 
than immediate death, unless they 
>vould le • off disturbing him, and go their 
ways home. But they threw themselves upon 
the ground, and laid their necks bare, and 
said they wc»ild take their death very willing- 
ly, rather than the wisdom of their laws should 
be transgressed ; upon which Pilate was deep- 
ly affected with their finr resolution to keep 
their laws inviolrfblc, and presently command- 
ed the images to be carried back from Jeru- 
salem to Cesarea. 

2. But Pilate undertook to bring a current 
of water to Jerusalem, and did it with the 
sacred money, and derived the origin of the 
stream from the distance of two hundred fur- 
longs. However, the jewsf w ere not pleased 

* This citation is n< w lufiiif;. 
f 'rhese Jews, as they are here called, whose Wood 
Pilate shed on this occasion, may very well be those 
very Galilean Jews, “ whose blood Pilate hatl mingled 
Ih their sacrifices” (I ukc %in. 1. 2): these tumults 


with what had been done about this water ; 
and many ten thousands of the people got 
together, and made a clamour against him, 
and insisted that he should leave off that de- 
sign. Some of them also used reproaches, 
and abused the man, as crowds of such peo- 
ple usually do. So he habited a great mim. 
her of his soldiers in their habit, who carried 
daggers under their garments, and sent them 
to a place where they might surround them. 
So he bade the Jews himself go away; but 
they boldly casting reproaches upon him, he 
gave the soldiers that signal wdiich had been 
beforehand agreed on ; who laid upon them 
miicfi greater blows than Pilate had com- 
manded them, and equally punished those 
that were tumultuous, and those that were 
not, nor did they spare them in the least ; and 
since the people were unarmed, and were 
caught by men prepared for what they w'ere 
.about, there wore a great number of them 
slain by this means, and others of them ran 
away w'Oiinded ; and thus an end was put to 
this sedition. 

3. Now, there w.as about this time Jc.ius, 
a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, 
for he wjis a doer of wonderful works,— -a 
teacher of such men as receive the truth with 
pleasure. He drew over to him both many 

•f the Jews, and many of the Gentiles, He 
ms [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at the 
suggestion of the principal men amongst us, 
l)ad condemned him to tlie cross, | those that 
loved him at the first did not forsake him, for 
he appeared to them alive again tlie third day,|| 
as the divine prophets had foretold these and 
ten thousand other w'onderful things concern- 
ing hint ; and the tribe of Christians, so nam- 
ed from him, are not extinct at this day. 

4. About the same time also another sad ca- 
lamity put the Jews into disorder ; and certain 
shameful practices happened about the tem- 
ple of Isis that was at Rome. I will now- 
first take notice of the wicked attempt about 
tlie temple of Isis, and will then give an ac- 
count of the Jewish affairs. There was at 
Rome a woman whose name was Paulina; 

being usually excited at some of the Jews’ great festl 
vals, when tliey slew abundance of s lerifiees, and Iho 
Galileans being c*ommonly much more busy in such tu- 
mults than those of Judea and Jerusalem, as we leam 
from the History of Arehclaiis (Antiq. b. xvil, eh. ix, 
sect. 3; and eh. x, sect 2, 9); though indeed, Jose- 
phus’s present co; ies say not one word of “ those eigh- 
teen upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew 
them,” which the Ith verse of the same 13th chapter 
of St. Luke informs us of : but since our Gospel teaches 
us ( Luke xxiii, 6, 7), that ** when Dilate heard of Ga- 
lilee, he asked whether Jesus were a Galilean ? And aa 
soon as he kmw th.at he belonged to Herod’s jurisdic- 
tion, he sent him to Herod and (ver. 12) “ the same 
day Dilate and llcrod were made friends together ; for be- 
fore, they had been at enmity between themselves;” take 
the very probable key of this matter in the words of the 
learnctl Noldius, de Herod. No. 249. “ The cause of 
the enmity iKdween Hcrcxl and Pilate (says he) seems 
to have been this, that Pilate had intcrmed<lle<l with the 
tetrarch's jurisdiction, and had slain some of his Gali- 
lean subjects (Luke xiii, 1) ; and, as he was willing to 
correct that enor, he sent Christ to Herotl at this time.’* 

X A. D. 3.3, April 3. 

il Aiiril .*). 
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one who, on account of the dignity of her an- 
cestors, and by the regular conduct of a vir- 
tuous life, had a great reputation : she was 
also very rich ; and although she was of a 
beautiful countenance, and in that (lower of 
her age wl'.erein women are the most gay, yet 
did she lead a life of great modesty. She 
was married to Saturninus, one that vras every 
way answerable to her in an excellent charac- 
ler. Dccius Munclus fell in love with this 
w oman, who was a man very high in the e- 
questrian order ; and as she was of too great 
dignity to be caught by presents, and had al- 
ready rejected them, though (hey had been 
sent in great abundance, he was still more in- 
flamed witli love to her, insomuch that he 
promised to give her two hundred thousand 
Attic drachmas for one night’s lodging; and 
when this would not prevail upon her, and he 
was not able to bear this misfortune in his 
amours, he thought it the best way to famish 
himself to death for want of food, on account 
of Paulina’s sad refusal ; and ho determined 
with himself to die after such a manner, and 
l,e went on with his purpose accordingly. 
Now, Mundus liad a freed-woman, who had 
been made free by his father, whose name 
was Ide, one skilful in all sorts of mischief. 
This woman was very much grieved at the 
young man’s resolution to kill himself (for 
he did not conceal his intentions to destroy 
himself from others) and came to him, and 
encouraged him by her discourse, and made 
him to hope, by some promises she gave him, 
that he might obtain a night’s lodging with 
Paulina; and when he joyfully hearkened to 
her entreaty, she said she wanted no more 
than fifty thousand drachms for the entrap- 
ping of the woman. So when she had en- 
couraged the young man, and gotten as much 
money as she required, she did not take the 
same methods as had been taken before, be- 
cause she perceived that the woman was by 
no means to be tempted by money; but as 
she knew that she was very much given to the 
worship of the goddess Isis, she <levi.sed the 
following stratagem: — She went to some of 
Isis’s priests, and upon the strongest assur- 
ances [of concealment], she persuaded them 
by words, but chiefly by the offer of money, 
oftwenty-five thousand drachin.'c in hand, and 
as much more when the thing had taken ef- 
fect ; and told them the passion of the young 
man, and persuaded them to use ail means 
possible to beguile the woman. So they were 
drawn in to promise so to do, by that large 
sum of gold they were to have. According- 
ly, the oldest of them went immediately to 
Paulina ; and upon his admittance, he desired 
to speak with her by herself. When that was 
granted him, he told her that he was sent by 
the god Anubis, who was fallen in love with 
her, and enjoined her to come to him. Upon 
tin’s she took the message very kindly, and 
valued herself greatly upon this condescen- 
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sion of Anubis; and told her husband that 
she had a message sent her, and was to sup 
and lie with Anubis; so he agreed to her ac- 
ceptance of the offer, as fully satisfied with 
the chastity of his wife. Accordingly, she 
went to the temple ; and after she had supped 
there, and it was the hour to go to sleep, the 
priest shut the doors of the temple; when, in 
the holy part of it, the lights were also put 
out. Then did Mundus leap out (for he was 
hidden therein) and did not fail of enjoying 
her, who was at his service all the night long, 
as supposing he was the god ; and wiien he 
was gone away, which was before those priests 
who knew nothing of this stratagem were stir- 
ring, Paulina came early to her husband, and 
told him how the god Anubis had appeared 
to her. Among her friends also she declared 
how great a value she put upon this favour, 
who partly disbelieved the thing, when they 
reflected oti its nature, and partly were amaz- 
ed at it, as having no pretence for not believ- 
ing it, when they considered the modesty and 
the dignity of the person ; but now, on the 
third day after what had been done, Mundus 
met Paulina, and said, “ Nay, Paulina, thou 
hast saved me two hundred thousand drachma', 
which sum thou mightest have added to thy 
own family ; yet hast thou not failed to be at 
rny service in the manner I invited thee. As 
for the reproaches thou hast laid upon Mun- 
dus, 1 value not tl>e business of names ; but 
I rejoice in the pleasure I reaped by what I 
did, while I took to myself the name of Anu- 
bis.” When he had said this, he went his 
way : but now she began to come to the sense 
of the gvossness of what she had done, and 
rent her garments, and told her husband ot 
the horrid nature of this wicked contrivance, 
and prayed him not to neglect to assist her in 
this case. So he discovered the fact lo the 
emperor; whereupon Tiberius inquired into 
the matter thoroughly, by examining die 
priests about it, and ordered them to be cru- 
cified, as well as Ide, who was the occasion 
of tJieir perdition, and who had contrived the 
whole matter, which was so injurious to the 
woman. He also demolished the temple of 
Isis, and gave order tint her stiilue should be 
thrown into the river Tiber ; while he only 
banished Mundus, but did no more to him, 
because he supposed that what crime he had 
committed was done out of the passion of love ; 
arul these were the circumstknees which con- 
cerned the temple of Isis, and the injuries oc- 
casioned by her priests.— I now return to the 
relation of whut happened about this time to 
the Jews at Rome, as I formerly told you I 
would. 

5. There was a man who was a Jew, but 
had been driven away from his own country 
by an accusation laid against him for trans- 
gressing their laws, and by the fear he was 
under of punishment for the same ; but in all 
respects a wicked man ; — he then livin;; at 
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Home, proffessed to instruct men in tJje wis- 
dom of the laws of Moses. He procured 
also three other men, entirely of the same 
character wdth himself, to be his partners. 
These men persuaded Fulvia, a w'oman of 
great dignity, and one that had embraced the 
Jewish religion, to send purple and gold to 
ihc temple at Jerusalem ; and» when they 
had gotten them, they employed them for 
their ow n uses, and spent the money them- 
selves; on which account it was that tliey 
at first rcv^uired it of her. Whereupon Ti- 
berius, who had been informed of the thing 
by Saturninus, the husband of Fulvia, who 
desired inquiry might he made about it, or- 
dered all the Jew's to be banished out of 
Rome ; at which lime the consuls listed four 
tJiousand men out of them, and sent them to 
the island Sardinia ; hut punished a greater 
number of them, who were unwilling to be- 
come soldiers on account of keeping the laws 
of their forefathers.* Thus were these Jews 
banished out of the city by the wickedness of 
four men. 


CHAPTER IV. 

HOW THE SAMAttITANS MADE A TUMULT, AND 
PILATE DESTROYED MANY OF THEM ; HOW 
PILATE WAS ACCUSED, AND WHAT THINGS 
WERE DONE BY VITELLIUS RELATING TO THE 
JEWS AND THE PARTHIANS. 

§ 1. Rut the nation of the Samaritans did 
not escape without tumults. The man who 
excited Jjem to it, was one who thought ly- 
ing a thing i/f little consequence, and who 
contrived ever, thing so, that the multitude 
might be pleased ; so he liade them get to- 
geUier upon Mount Gerizzim, which is by 
them looked upon as the most holy of all 
mountains, arul ssured them that, when they 
w’cre come thither, he would show them those 
sacred vessels w’hich were laid under that 
place, because Moses put them tlicrc.f So 

♦ of the Uuusluncnt of these four thousand Jews in- 
to .Sardinia by 1'it)criu-. s(e Suetonius in Tiber, sect. 
.S6. Hut as for Tdr. ’Inland’s note here, whieh supposes 
that Jews could not, ujusisteiuly with their laws, be 
soldiers, it is contradicted by one branch of the history 
iK'fore us, and contrary to innumerable instances of 
their fighting, and proving ext client soldiers in war; 
and indeed many of Uie best of ihcm, and even under 
heathen kings themselves, did so; tiiose, 1 mean, who 
allowed them their rest on the Sabbath-day, and other 
solemn festivals, and let tliem live according to their 
own laws, as Alexander the Great and the Ptolemies of 
Egypt did. It is true, they could not always obtain 
those privileges, and then they got excused as well as 
they could, or sometimes absolutely refused to fight, 
which seems to have been tlie case here, as to the major 
part of the Jews now banished, but nothing more. See 
several of the Roman decrees in tlieir favour as to such 
matters, b. xiv,*ch. X. 

t Since Moses never came hlmseh’ beyond Jordan, 
nor particularly to Mount G(‘rizxiin, and since these Sa- 
maritans have a tradition among them, related here by 
Dr. Hudson, from Relaud, who was very skilful in 
Jcmsh and Samaritan learning, that in Uie days of 
or Ozis the high-pricst (1 Chron. vl, 6j, the ark and 


they came thither armed, and thought thedis« 
course of the man probable ; and as they 
abode at a certain village, which was called 
Tiratliaba, they got the rest together to them, 
and desired to go up the mountain in a great 
multitude together. But Filate prevented 
their going up, by seizing iqion the roads 
with a great band of horsemen and footmen, 
w'ho fell upon those that were gotten toge- 
ther in the village ; and when they came to 
an action, some of them they slew, and others 
of them they put to fiiglil, and took a great 
many alive, the principal of whom, and also 
the most potent of those that fled away, Pi- 
late ordered to be slain. 

2. But when this tumult was appeased, 
the Samaritan senate sent an embassy to 
Vitellius, a man that had been consul, and 
who was now president of Syria, and accused 
Pilate of the murder of those that were killed ; 
for that tliey did not go to Tiratliaba in order 
to revolt from the Romans, but to escape the 
violence of I'ilate. So Vitellius sent Marcel- 
lus, a friend of his, to take care of the affairs 
of Judea, and ordered Pilate to go to Romo, 
to answer before the emperor to the accusation 
of the Jew's. So Pilate, when he had tarried 
ten years in Judea, made haste to Rome, and 
this in obedience to the orders of Vitellius, 
which he durst not coulradicT ; but before he 
could get to Rome, Tiberius was dead, 

3. But Vitellius came into Judea, and 
went up to Jerusalem ; it was at the time ot 
that festival w’liich is called the Passover, 
Vitellius was there magnificently received, 
and released the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
from all the (axes upon the fruits that were 
bought and sold, and gave them leave to have 
(he care of the liigh-pricst’s vestments, with 
all their ornaments, and to have them under 
the custody of the priests in the temple ; 
which power they used to have formerly, al. 
though at this lime they were laid up iu the 
tow'er of Antonia, the citadel so called, and 
that on the occasion following ; — Tiiere was 
one of the [lugh 1 priests, named Hyreanus, 
and as there were many of that name, lie was 
the first of them ; this man built a tower near 
the temple, and when he had so done, ho ge- 
nerally dwelt in it, and had these vestments 
with him ; because it was lawful for him 
alone to put them on, and he had them there 
reposited when he went dow’n into the city, 
and took his ordinary garments; the same 
things w'cre continued to be done by his sons, 
and by their sons after them ; but when He- 
rod came to be king, he rebuilt this tower, 
which was very conveniently situated, in a 
magnificent manner ; and because he w'as a 
friend to Antonius. he called it by the name 

other sacred vessels were, by God’s command, laid up 
or hidden in Mount Gerizzim, it is highly probable that 
this W'as the foolisli foundation the present .Samaritans 
went upon, in the sedition here described, and that we 
should read here Ariiwfi instead of MawriAVi in the text 
of Josephus. 
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of Anionia ; and as lie found these vestments nus*s father’s kinsmen and friends, that he 
lying there, he retained them in the same place, had almost procured him to be slain by the 
as believing that, while he had them in his means of those bribes which they had taken, 
custody, the people would make no innova- And when Artabanus perceived that the p^ot 
tions against him. The like to what Herod laid against him was not to be avoided, be- 
did was done by his ron Archelaus, who was cause it tvas laid by the principal men, and 
made king after him; after whom the Ro- those a great many in number, and that it 
mans, W’hen they entered on the government, w'ould certainly take cflecl, — when he had es- 
took possession of these vestments of the high- ! timated the number of those that were truly 
priest, and had them reposited in a stone- { faithful to him, as al^o of those who were al~ 
chamber, under the seal of the priests, and of ready corrupted, but were deceitful in the 
the keepers of the temple, the captain of the kindness they professed to him, and were 
guard lighting a lamp there every day ; and likely, upon trial, to go over to his enemies 
seven days before a festival* they were deliver- he made his escape to the upper provinces 
ed to them by the captain of the guard, when where he afterwards raised a great army ou 
the high-priest having purified them, and of the Daha? and Sacai, and fVmght with his 
made use of them, laid them up again in the enemies, and retained his )3rincipality. 
same chamber where they had been laid up 5. When Tiberius had heard of these things, 
before, and this the very next day after the he desired to have a league of friendsliip made 
feast was over. This was the practice at the, between him and Artabanus; and when, ui>- 
three yearly festivals, and on the fast day ; on this invitation, he received the proposal 
but Vitellius put those garments into our own kindly, Artabanus and Vitellius went to Eu- 
power, as in the days of our forefathers, and phrates, and as a bridge was laid over the ri- 
ordcred the captain of the guard not to trouble ver, they each of them came with their guards 
himself to inquire where they were laid, or about them, and met one another on the 
when they were to be used ; and tliis he did ; midst of the bridge. And when they had 
as an act of kindness, to oblige the nation to agreed upon the terms of peace, Herod the 
him. Resides which, he also deprived Joseph, tetrarch erected a rich tent on the midst of 
who was called Caiphas, of the higli-pricstliood, the passage, and made them a feast there, 
and appointed Jonathan, the son of Anaiius, Artabanus also, not long afterwards, sent his 
the former liigh-priest, to succeed him. After i son Darius as an hostage, with many presents, 
which he took his journey back to Antioch. I among which there was a man seven cubits 
4. Moreover, Tiberius sent a letter to Vi- ! tall, a Jew he was by birth, and his name was 
tcllius, and commanded him to make a league j Eleazar, who, for his tallness, was called a 
of friendship with Artabanus, the king of: giant. After which Vitellius went to An- 
I’arthia; for, while he was his enemy, he ter- j tioch, and Artabanus to Ruhylon ; but Ile- 
rified him, because he had taken Armenia j rod [the tetrarch], being desirous to give Car- 
away from him, lest he should proceed farther, Uar the first information that they had obtain- 
and told him he should no otherwise trust' cd hostages, sent posts with letters, wherein he 
Inm than upon his giving him hostages, and es- [ had accurately described all the particulars, 
pecially Ins son Artabanus. Upon I’iberius’s | and had left nothing for the consular Vitellius 
writing thus to Vitellius, by the oiler of great j to inform him of. lJut when Vitcllius’s letters 
presents of money, he persuaded both the were sent, and Ca?sar had let him know that he 
king of Iberia and the king of Albania to was acquainted with the alFairs already, because 
make no delay, but to fight against Ailaba- I Herod had given him an account of them be- 
nus ; and although they would not do itthein- | fore, Vitellius was very much troubled at it ; 
selves, yet did they give the Scythians a pas- , and supposing that he had been thereby a 
sage through their countrVf and opened the 'greater sullerer than he really was, he kept 
Caspian gates to them, and brought them up- j up a secret anger upon this occasion, till he 
on Artabanus. So Armenia was again taken could be revenged on him ; which ho was af- 
frorn the Parthians, and the country of Par- | ter Cains hud taken the government, 
thia was filled with war, and the principal of i 6* About this time it w-as that Philip, He- 
their men were slain, and all things were in I rod’s brother, departed this life, in the twen- 
disorder among them ; the king s son also j tictli year of the reign of Tiberius,-f after he 
himself fell in these wars, together with many j had been tetrarch of Trachonilis, and Gaulo- 
ten thousands of his army. Vitellius had al- nitis, and of the nation of the llataneans al- 
so sent such great sums of money to Artaba- j 

. f This calculation, from all Josephus’s Greek copies, 

« This mention of the bigh-prlcfit’s sacred garments is exactly right; for since Ilesoti died about Septem- 
rcceived seven days before a u^stival, and purified in ber, in the fourth year before the Ghristian wra, an<l 

t:hns^ Hava n fftaHval ae hinrimr K.t '1':!'...-:.... 


those days againiit a festival, as having been polluted by 
being in the custody of heathens, in Josephus, agrees 
with tl\e traditions of the Talmudists, as llcland here 
observes. Nor is there any question but the three feasts 
here mentioned, were the Passover, Pentecost, and 
Feast of Tabernacles ; and the Fast, so called by way of 
distinedou (as Acts xxvn. y;, was the great day of expia- , 
lion. I 


TitKrius began, as is well known, Aug 19, a- n 
is evident that the 37th year of I’hilip, reckoned fnnn 
his father’s death, was the S!0th of T'iuerius, or near the 
end of A. D. .53 (the very year of our Saviour’s death al- 
so), or, however, in the beginning of the next year, a. 
o. 54. Thi.s Philip the tetrarch seems to have been the 
best of all the posterity of Herod, for his Jove of ptwe 
and his Juve or justice. 
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o, thirty -seven years. He had shown him- come to him as soon as he should return 


elf a person of moderation and quietness in 
the conduct of his life and government ; he 
constantly lived in that country which was 
subject to him;* he used to make his pro- 
gress with a few chosen friends ; his tribunal 
also, on which he sat in judgment, followed 
him in his progress ; and when any one met 
him who wanted his assistance, he made no 
delay, but had his tribunal set down imme- 
diately, wheresoever he happened to be, and 
sat down upon it, and heard his complaint : 
he there ordered the guilty that were convict- 
ed to be punished, and absolved those that 
had been accused unjustly. He died at Ju- 
lias ; and when ho was carried to that monu- 
ment which he had already erected for him- 
self beforehand, he was buried with great 
pomp. His principality Tiberius took (for 
he left no sons behind him) and added it to 
the province of Syria, but gave ord^er that the 
tributes which arose from it should be col- 
lected, and laid up in his tetrarchy. 


CHAPTER V. 

THK TETRARCH MAKES WAR WITH ARE- 
TAS, THE KING OF ARABIA, AND IS BEATEN 
BY HIM ; AS ALSO CONCERNING THE DEATH 
OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. HOW VITELLIUS 
WENT UP TO JERUSALEM ; TOGETHER WITH 
SOME ACCOUNT OF AGRIPI'A, AND OF THE 
POSTERITY OF HEROD THE GREAT. 

§ 1. About this time Aretas (the king of 
Arabia Petrea) and Herod had a quarrel, on 
the account following : Herod the tetrarch 
ha l married tho daughter of Aretas, and had 
lived with her a great while ; but when he 
was once at lloinc, he lodged with Herod, f 
who was his brother indeed, but not by the 
same mother ; fc : this Herod was the son of 
the high-i.iriest Simon’s daughter. However, 
he fell in love with Herodias, this last IIc- 
rod’s wife, wl o was the daughter of Aristo- 
bulus their brother, and the sister of Agrippa 
the Great. "I'his man ventured to talk to 
her about a marriage between them ; wkich 
address when she admitted, an agreement was 
made for her to change her habitation, and 

• An excellent exaiRple tills ! 

t This Herod seems lo liave had the additional name 
cf Philip, as Antipaswas named Herml-Antipas: and as 
Antipas and Autipater seem to be in a manner the very 
same name, yet were the names of two sons of Herod 
the Great; so might Philip the tetrarch and this Herod 
Philip be two different sons of the same father; all 
whieh Grotius observes on .Matt, xiv, 3. Nor was it, as 
I agree with Grotius and others of the learned, Philip 
the tetrarch, but this Herod -Philip, whose wife Herod 
the tetrarch had married, and that m her first husband’s 
life-time, .and when her first husbaml had issue by her; 
for which adulterous and mivstuous marriage, John the 
Baptist justly reproved Herod the tetrarch; and for 
which reproof Salome, the daughter of Herodias by 
her first husband Herod-Philip, who was still alive, oc- 
casioned him to be unjustly beheaded. 


from Rome : one .article of this marriage also 
was this, that he should divorce Aretas’s 
daughter. So Antipas, when he had made 
this agreement, sailed to Rome; but when 
he had done there the business he went about, 
and was returned again, his wife having dis- 
covered the agreement ho had made with Hc- 
rodias, and having learned it before he had 
notice of her knowledge of the whole design, 
she desired him to send her to Macherus, 
which is a place on the borders of the do- 
minions of Aretas and Herod, witJiout in- 
forming him of any of her intentions. Ac- 
cordingly Herod sent her thither, as thinking 
lis wife had not perceived anything; now 
she hatl sent a good wliile before to Mache- 
js, which was subject to her father, and so 
all things necessary for her journey were made 
ready for her by the general of Aretas’s army 
and by that means she soon came into Arabia, 
under the conduct of the several generals, 
who carried her from one to another sueces- 
iively ; and she soon came to her father, and 
old him of Herod’s intentions. So Aretas 
made this the first occasion of his enmity be- 
tween him and Herod, who had also some 
quarrel with him about their limits at the 
country of Gumalitis. So they raised armies 
on both sides, and prepared for war, and sent 
heir generals to fight instead of themselves ; 
and, when they had joined battle, all Herod’s 
army was destroyed by the treachery of some 
fugitives, wlio, though they were of the te- 
trarchy of Hiiilij), joined with Aretas’s army. 
So Herod wrote about these afl’airs to Tibe- 
rius ; who, being very angry at the attempt 
made by Aretas, wrote to Vitellius, to make 
war upon him, and either to take bim alive, 
and bring him to him in bonds, or to kill 
him, and send him his head. This was the 
charge that 'J’iberiiis gave to the president of 
Syria. 

2. Now, some of the Jews thought that 
the destruction ol' Herod’s army came from 
God, and that very justly, as a punishment of 
what he did against John, that was called the 
J^ajdisl ; for Herod slew him, who was a good 
man, and commandod the Jews to exercise 
virtue, both as to righteousness towards one 
another, and piety towards God, and so to 
come to baptism ; for that the washing [with 
w'ater] would be acceptable to him, if they 
made use of it, not in order to the putting 
away [or the remission] of some sins [only], 
but for the purification of the bc>dy : suppos- 
ing still that the soul was thorougnly purified 
beforehand by righteousness. Now, w'hen 
[many] others came in crowds about him, for 
they were greatly moved [or pleased] by hear- 
ing his words, Herod, who feared lest the 
great influence John had over the people 
might put it into his power and inclination to 
raise a rebellion (for they seemed ready to do 
any thing he should advise), thought it best, fiy 
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putting him to death, to prevent any mis* 
chief ho inijrht cause, and not bring iiimself 
into difTicuhies, by sparing a man who might 
make him repent of it when it should be too 
late. Accordingly be was sent a prisoner. 
Out of Herod's suspicious temper, to Mache- 
rus, the castle 1 before mentioned, and was 
there put to death. Now the Jews liad an 
opinion that the destruction of tliis army was 
sent as a punishment upon Herod, and 
mark of (lod’s displeasiiie against him. 

Ji. So Vifellius prepared to make war with 
Aretas, having with him two legions of armed 
men ; he also took vvitii him all those of light 
armature, and of the horsemen which belong- 
ed to them, and were drawn out of Ibosc 
kingdoms whicli were under the Romans, and 
made haste for I’etra, and came to Rtolcmais. 
Rut as he was marching very busily, and 
leading his army through Judea, the princi- 
pal men met him, and desired that he would 
not thus march through their land ; for that 
the laws of their country would not permit 
tlicm to overlook those images which were 
b)‘ottght into it, of v hich there were a great 
many in tlieir ensigns ; so he was persuaded 
by what they said, and changed that resolu- 
tion of his, which he had before taken in this 
matter. AVliereupon be ordered the army to 
inarcli along the Great Plain, while he hini- 
eelf, will) Herod the tetrarcb, and his fi-iends, 
went up to Jerusalem to oiler sacrifice to 
God, an ancient festival of the Jews being 
then just approaching ; ajul when he had been 
there, and liecn honourably entertained by the 
multitude of the Jews, be made a stay there 
for three days, within l^llicb time be deprived 
Jonathan of the bigb-priesthood, and gave it 
to his brother Tbcopliilus; but when on the 
fourth day letters came to him, which inform- 
ed him of the death of Tiberius, he obliged 
the multitude to take an oath of fidelity to 
Caius; he also recalled his army, and made 
them every one go home, and take their win- 
ter-quarters there, since, upon the devolution 
of the empire upon Caius, ho had not the like 
authority of making this war which he had 
before. It was also reported, that when Are- 
tas heard of the coming of VitclJius to fight 
him, he said, upon his consulting the diviners, 
that it was inipossihlc that this army of Vitel- 
lius’s could enter Petra; for that one of the 
rulers would die, either lie that gave orders 
for the war, or he that was marching at the 
other’s desiie, in order to he subservient to 
his will, or else he against whom this army is 
prepared. So Vitellius truly retired to An- 
tioch ; but Agrippa, the son of - Aristobulus, 
w'ent up to liomc, a year before the death of 
Tiberius, in order to treat of some afl’airs with 
the emperor, if he might he permitted so to 
do. 1 have now a mind to describe Herod 
and htsTamily, how it fared with them, partly 
because it is suitable to this history to speak 
of that matter, and partly because this things 
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is a demonstration of the interposition of Pro- 
vidence ; iiow a multitude of children is oi 
no advjmtage, no more than any other strength 
that mankind set their hearts upon, besides 
those acts of piety which are done towards 
God ; for it happened, that within the revolu- 
tion of a hundred years, the posterity of He- 
rod, who were a groat many iu number, were, 
•excepting a few, utterly destroyed.* One 
may well apply this for the instruction of 
mankind, and learn thence how unhappy they 
vvere: it will also show us the history of A- 
grippa, who, as lie was a person most worthy 
of admiration, so was he fiom a private 
man, beyond all the expectation of those that 
knew him, advanced to great power and au- 
thority. I have said something of them for- 
merly ; hut I siiall now also speak accurately 
about them. 

4. Herod the Great had two daugliters by 
Maidamne, the [grand] daughter of Ilyr- 
canus; the one was Salampsio, who was 
married to Phasaclus, her first cousin, who 
was Iiimself the son of Phasaclus, Herod’s 
brother, her father making the match : the 
other was Cypros, who was herself married 
also to her first cousin Antipater, the son of 
Salome, Herod's sister. IMiasacleus had five 
children by Salampsio ; Antipater, Herod, au^^ 
Alexander, and two daugliters, Alexandra 
and Cypros ; wliicli last, Agrippa, the son of 
Aristobulus, married; and Timiiis of Cyprus 
married Alexandra ; he was a man of note, 
but had by her no children, Agrippa had by 
Cypros two sons and three daughters, whicli 
daughters were named Rcriiicc, Muriamnei 
and llrusilla; but the names of the sons were 
Agrippa and Drusus, of which Drusus died 
before he came to the years of puberty ; hut 
their father, Agrippa, was brought up with 
his other lirellircn, Herod and Aristohnlns, 
for these were also the sons of the son of lie- 
rod the Great by Rernico ; hut Rernicc was 
the daughter of Costoharus and of Salome, 
who was Herod’s sister. Aristohnlns left 
these infants when he was slain by his father, 
together with his brother Alexander, as we 
have already related ; hut when they were ar- 
rived at the years of puberty, this Herod, the 
brother of Agripjia, married Mariamnc, the 
daughter of Olympias, who was the daughter 
of Herod the king, and of Joseph, the son of 
Joseph, who was brother to Herod the king, 
and had by her a son, Aristobulus ; but Aris- 
tobulus, the third brother of Agrippa, married 
Jotape, the daughter of Sainpsigeramus, king 
of Emesn ;f they had a daughter who was 

• Whether tills Biidden extinction of almost the entire 
lineage of Herod the Ure.at, which was very numerous, 
as we arc both here and in the next section informed, 
was not in part as a punishment for tlie gross incests 
they were frequently guilty of, in inarrjung their 
nepnews and niccCB, well licserves to be considered. oM 
Levit. xviii, 6, 7; xxi, 10; and NoIdJus, Ue Herod. 
No. 269, 270. 

+ There are coins still extant of this Emesa, as Sfon- 
helm informs us. 
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deaf, whose name also was Jotape ; and these 
hitherto were the children of the male line ; 
but Herodias, their sister, was married to He- 
rod [Philip], the son of Herod the Great, who 
was horn of Mariamne, the daughter of Si- 
mon the high-priest, who liad a daughter, Sa- 
lome ; after whose birth Herodias took upon 
her to confound the laws of our country, and 
divorce herself from her husband w'hile he 
was alive, and was married to Herod [Anti- 
pas], her husband’s brother by the father’s 
side ; he w^as tetrarch of (Jalilce ; but her 
daughter Salome was married to Philip, the 
son of Herod, and tetrarch of Tiachonitis; 
and, us he died childless, Aristobuliis, the son 
of Ilerod, the brother of Agrippa, married 
her ; they had three sons, Ilerod, Agrippa, 
and Arisiobulus; and this was the posterity 
of Phasaelus and Salampsio ; but the daughter 
of Antipater by Cypros, was Cyprus, whom 
Alexas Selcias, the son of Alexas, married; 
they had a daughter, Cypros ; but Herod and 
Alexander, who, as we told you, were the bro- 
thers of Antipater, died childless. As to 
AlexandiM*, the son of Herod tlie king, who 
was slain by his father, he had tw'osons, Alex- 
ander ar.d Tigranes, by the dauglitcr of Archo- 
li^is, king of Ca[)padocia. Tigranes, who 
w’as king of Armenia, was accused at Home, 
and died childless ; Alexander had a son of 
tile same name with his brother Tigranes, and 
was sent to take possession of the kingdom of 
Armenia by Nero; he had a son, Alexander, 
who married Jotape,* the daughter of An- 
tiochiis, the king i)f Conimagena ; Vespasian 
made him king of an island in Cilicia. But 
these descendants of Alexander, soon after 
their birtii, dc'erted the Jewish religion, and 
went over to that of the Greeks ; but for llie 
rest of t!ie daiigiiters of Herod the king, it 
happened that they died childless ; and as 
these descendants of Herod, whom we have 
enumerated, wore in being at the same time 
that Agripj)a the Great took the kingdom, 
and I have now given .n account of them, it 
now remains that I relate the several hard 
fortunes which befell Agrippa, and how he 
got clear of them, and was advanced to the 
greatest height of dignity and power. 


CHAPTER VI. 

OF THE NAVIGATION OF KING AGRIPPA TC* 
ROME, TO TIBERIUS CAESAR ; AND HOW, UP- 
ON HIS UKJNO ACCUSED BY HIS OWN FREED- 
MAN, HE W'AS BOUND ; HOW ALSO HE WAS 
SET AT LIBERTY BY CAIUS, AFTER TIBERI- 
US’S DEATH, AND WAS MADE KING OF THE 
TETRARCHY OF PHIIJP. 

§ 1. A LITTLE before ih^ death of Herod the 
king, Agrippa lived at Rome, and was gene- 

* Spanlieiin also uvf(>ny)s us of a coin still extant of 
this Jotape, ckiughtcr of the king of Conunagena 


rally brought up and conversed with Drusus 
the emperor Tiberius’s son, and contracted a 
friendship with Antonia, the wife of Urusus 
the Great, who had his mother Bernice in 
great esteem, and was very desirous of ad, 
vancing her son. Now, as Agrippa was b} 
nature magnanimous and generous in the 
presents he made while his mother was alive, 
this inclination of his mind did not appear, 
that he might be able to avoid her anger for 
such his extravagance ; but when Bernice was 
dead, and he was left to his own conduct, he 
spent a great deal extravagantly in his daily 
way of living, and a great deal in the immo- 
derate presents he made, and those chiefly 
among Caesar’s freed-mcn, in order to gain 
their assistance, insomuch that lie was in a 
little time reduced to poverty, and could not 
live at Rome any longer. Tiberius also for- 
bade the friends of his deceased son to come 
into his sight, because on seeing them he 
should he put in mind of his son, and his 
grief would thereby be revived. 

2. For these reasons he went away from 
Rome and sailed to Judea, but in evil cir- 
cumstances, being dejected with the loss of 
that money which he once had, and because 
he had not wherewithal to pay his creditors, 
who were many in number, and such as gave 
no room for escaping them. Whereupon he 
know not what to (lo ; so for shame of his 
present condition, he retired to a certain tower 
at Malatha, in Idumea, and had thoughts 
of killing himself ; but his wife Cypros per- 
ceivetl his intentions, and tried all sorts of 
methods to divert him from his takiiig such a 
course: so she sent a letter t(' his sister He- 
rodias, who w'as now tlie wife of Ilerod the 
tetrarch, and let her know Agrippa’s present 
design, and what necessity it was which drove 
him therefo, and desired her, as a kinswoman 
of his, to give him her help, and to engage 
her husband lo do the same, since sbe saw 
how she alleviated these her husband’s troubles 
all sbe could, although she had not the like 
wealth to do it wdthal. So they sent for 
him, and allotted him Tiberias for his habita- 
tion, and appointed him some income of mo- 
ney for his inaiuteiiance, and made him a ma- 
gistrate of that city, by way of honour to 
him. Yet did not Herod long continue in 
that resolution of supporting him, though 
even that support was not sufficient for him ; 
for, as once they were at a feast at Tyre, and 
in their cups, and reproaches were cast upon 
one another, Agrippa thought that was not to 
be borne, while Ilerod hit him in the teeth 
with his poverty, and wdth his owing his ne- 
cessary food to him. So he went to Flaccus, 
one that had been consul, and had been a ve« 
ry great friend to him at Rome formerly, 
and was now president of Syria. 

3. Hereupon Flaccus received him kindly, 
and he lived with him, Flaccus had also 
with him there Arist * ulus, w'ho was indeed 
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Agrippa’s brother, but was at variance with 
him ; yet did not their enmity to one another 
hinder the friendship of Flaccas to them both; 
but still they were honourably treated by him. 
Jlowever, Aristobulus did not abate of his 
ill-will to Agrippa, till at length he brought 
him into ill terms with Flaccus; the occasion 
of bringing on which estrangement was this : 
—•The Damascens were at difference witii the 
Sidonians about their limits, and when Flac- 
cus was about to hear the cause between 
them, they understood that Agrippa had a 
mighty influence upon him ; so they desired 
that he would be of their side, and for that 
favour promised him a great deal of money ; 
so he was zealous in assisting the Damascens 
as far as he was able. Now, Aristobulus had 
gotten intelligence of this promise of money 
to him, and accused him to Flaccus of the 
same ; aiui when, upon a thorough examina- 
tion of tlie matter, it appeared plainly so to 
be, be rejected Agrippa out of the number of 
his friends. So he was reduced to the ut- 
most necessity, and came to Ptolemais ; and 
because he knew not where else to get a live- 
lihood, he thought to sail to Italy ; but as he 
was rcatrained from so doing by want of mo- 
ney, he <Ic*sire<l Marsyas, wIki w’as his frecd- 
inan, to find some method for procuring him 
so uuurh as he wanted for that puryiose, by 
borrowing such a sum of some person or 
other. So Marsyas desired of Peter, who was 
the freed-inan of llernicc, Agrippa’s mother, 
and by the right of her testament was be- 
queathed to Antonia, to lend so much upon 
Agrippa's own bond and security: but he ac- 
cused Agrippa of having defrauded him of 
certain sums of money, and so obliged Mar- 
syas, when he made the bond of twenty thou- 
sand Attic drachmae, to accept of twenty-five 
hundred drachmae* less than what he desired; 
which the other allowed of, because he could 
not help it. Upon the receipt of this money, 
Agrippa came to Anthedon, and took ship- 
ping, and was going to set sail ; but Herennius 
Capito, who was the procurator of Jamnia, sent 
a band of soldiers to demand of him three hun- 
dred thousand drachmae of silver, which were 
by him owing to Caesar’s treasury while he 
was at Home, and so forced him to stay. lie 
then pretended that he would do as he bade 
him ; but when night came on, he cut his 
cables, and went off, and sailed to Alexan- 
dria, where he desired Alexander the ala- 
ha rch f to lend him two hundred thousand 
drachma; ; but he said he would not lend it 
to him, but would not refuse it to Cypros, as 
greatly astonished at her affection to her hus- 
band, and at the other instances of her vir- 
tue ; so she undertook to repay it. Accord- 

• Spanheim observes, ttiat we have here an instance 
nf the Attic quantity of u:>w money, which was the 
eighth part of the original sum, ot per cent, for 
such is tiie proportion of 2.5eo to 20,000. 
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ingly, Alexander paid them five talents at 
Alexandria, and promised to pay them the 
rc.st of that sum at Diccarchia [Putcoli] ; 
and this he did out of the fear he was in that 
Agrippa would soon spend it. So this Cy- 
pros set her husband free, and dismissed him 
to go on with his navigation to Italy, wdiile 
she and her children departed for Judea. 

4. And now Agrippa was come to Putcoli, 
whence he wrote a letter to Tiberius Cavsrir, 
who then lived at Caprea;, and told him that 
ho was come so far, in order to wait on him 
and to jiay him a visit ; and desired that In, 
W'oiild give him leave to come over to Capreie: 
so 'I’iherius made no difficulty, but wTOte to 
him in an obliging way in other respects; anil 
withal told him he was gUul of his safe re- 
turn, and desired him to come to Cayirea* ; 
and, when lie vvas come, he did not fail to 
treat him as kindly as he had promised him 
in liis letter to do. But the next day came 
letter to Cajs.ir from Herennius Capito, to in- 
form him that Agripyiu had borrowed three 
hundred thousand drachm*, and not paid ii 
at the time appointed ; hut, when it was de- 
manded of liim, he ran away like a fugitive, 
out of the places under his government, and 
put it out of liis power to get the money of 
him. When Casar had read this letter, In; 
w-as much troubled at it, and gave ortlor that 
Agripjia should be excluded from his presence 
until he had paid that debt: upon which he 
w'as no way daunted at Ca*sar’s anger, but 
entreated Antonia, the mother of (lennanicus, 
and of Claudius, who was afterw'ards Cicsar 
himself, to lend hiiri those three hundred 
thousand drachmae, that he might not he de- 
prived of Tiberius’s friendship ; so, out of re- 
gard to the memory of Bernice bis mother 
(for those two women were very familiar with 
one another), and out of regard of his and 
Claudius’s education together, slie lent him 
the money ; and, upon the payment of this 
debt, there was nothing to hinder Tiberius’s 
friendship to him. After iliis, Tiberius Cnc*- 
sar recommended to him his grandson,* and 
ordered that he should always accompany him 
when he went abroad. But, upon Agrippa’s 
kind reception by Antonia, he betook him to 
pay his respects to Caius, who was her grand- 
son, and in very high reputation by reason of 
the good-will they bare his father.f Now 
there was one 'I'liallus, a freed-man of Caesar, 
of whom he borrowed a nrillion of drachm*, 
and thence repaid Antonia the debt he owed 
her; and by sending the overplus in paying 
his court to Caius, became a person of great 
authority with him. 

5. Now, as the friendship which Agrippa 
bad for Caius was come to a great height, there 
happened some words to pass between them, 
as they once were in a chariot together, con- 
cerning Tiberius; Agrippa praying [to God] 


Tiberius, junior. 
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(for they two sat by themselves) that Tiberius 
might soon go off the stage, and leave the go- 
vernment to Caius, who was in every respect 
more worthy of it. Now, Eutychiis, who 
was Agrippa’s freed-man, and drove his clia- 
riot, heard these words, and at that time said 
nothing of them ; but when Agrippa accused 
him of stealing some gannents of his (which 
was certainly true), he ran away from him; 
but when he was caught, and brought before 
Piso, who w'as governor of the city, and the 
man was asked why he ran away, he replied, 
that he had somewhat to say to Casar, that 
tended to his security and preservation: so 
Piso bound him, ami sent him to CapreHe. 
JJut 'riheriiis, according to his usual custom, 
kept him still in bonds, lieing a delayer of af- | 
fairs, if i‘ver tlnwc was any other king or i.y- ' 
rant that was so ; for be did not admit am- 
bassadors (juickly, and no successors were 
dispatched away to governors or procurators 
of the })rovinces that had been formerly sent, 
unless they were dead ; whence it was that he 
was so negligent in hearing the causes of pri- 
soners ; insomuch that wlien he was asked by 
his friends what was the reason of his delay 
in such ca.^cs, he said that he delayed to hear 
ambass.idors, lest, upon their (juick dismission, 
other ambassadors should be ai'pointed, and 
return upon him ; and so he should bring 
trouble upon himself in their public reception 
and dismission : that Ik; permitted those go- 
vernors who had been sent once to their 
govcrnincnls [ to ^lay there a great while], out 
of regard to tin? subjects tiiat were under 
them ; for tiiat all governors are naturally dis- 
posed to imicb as they can; and that 

tliose win< are not to fix there, but to stay a 
short time, and di; t at an uncertainty wlu?nthey 
shall be iurned out, do the more severely hur- 
ry iliemselvcs on to fleece the })eoplo; but 
that, if the.'/ governmeut be long continued 
to iliem, they a.e at last satiated with the 
spoils, as having gotten a vast deal, and so 
become at length less sharp in their pillaging; 
but ibai, if successors are sent (piickly, the 
poor subjects, who arc exposed to them as a 
prey, will not be able to bear the new ones, 
while they shall not have the saiijc time allow- 
ed them wherein (lu.'if predecessors had filled 
themselves, and so grow more unconcerned 
about getting more; an<l this because tlvey 
are removed before they ha e bad time [for 
their oppressions]! He gave them an exam- 
ple to show bis meaning: — A great number 
of dies came about the sore places of a man 
that had been wounded ; upon which one of 
the standers-by pitied tlie man’s misfortune, 
and thinking he was not able to drive away 
those flies himself, was going to drive them 
Away for him ; but he prayed him to let them 
alone ; the other, by of reply, asked him 
the reason of such a prepo^^terous proceeding, 
in preventing relief from his present misery; 
to which he answered, If thou drivest these 


flies away, thou wilt hurt me w orse ; for as 
these are already full of my blood, they do 
not crowd about me, nor pain me so much 
as before, but are sometimes more remiss, 
vliile the fresh ones that come, almost fa- 
mished, and find me (piite tired down already, 
will he iny destruction. For this cause, there- 
fore, it is that 1 am myself careful not to send 
such new' governors })crpetually to those my 
subjects, who are already sufficiently harassed 
by many oi)j)ressions, as may, like these flics, 
farther distress them ; and so, besides their 
natural desire ol’ gain, may have this addi- 
tional incitement to it, that they expect to be 
suddenly deprived of that jileasiire which they 
take in it.” And, as a farther attestation to 
what I say of the dilatory nature of Til)erins, 

I appeal to this his practice itself; for although 
he was emperor twenty-two years, he sent in 
all l)iit Iw'o procurators to govern the nation 
of the .Tews, — (iratus, and his successor in 
the government, I’ilate, Nor was he in one 
way of acting vvitli respect to the Jews, and 
in another wdth respect to the rest of his sub- 
jects. He further informed them, that even 
in the hearing of the causes of prisoners, ho 
made such delays, because immediate death 
to those that must be condemned to die, 
would be an alleviation of their presefit mi- 
series, while tliosc wicked wretches have not 
deserved any favour ; “ hut 1 do it, that by 
being harassed with the present calamity, they 
may nndorgo greater miseiy. ” 

G. On this nccoiint it was that EiJtychu« 
could not obtain a hearing, but was kept still 
in prison. However, some time afterw'ard, 
Tiberius ciiinc froni (’aprea' to Tusciilanum, 
w'hicli is about a hundred furlongs from Home 
Agrippa then desired of Antonia that she 
would ))rocure a hearing for F.utychus, let the 
matter whereof he accused him prove what it 
w'ould. N«>w, Antonia was greatly esteemed 
by Tiberius on all accounts, from the dignity 
of her relation to him, who had been his bro- 
ther Drusus’s wife, and from her eminent 
chastity ; * for though she was still a young 

♦ This higli commenftation of Antonia for marrying 
but once, given here, anti supported elsewhere, Antiq. 
b. xvii, eh. xiii, strt. 1 ; and this, notwithstanding the 
strongest temiA'atlons, shows how honourable single 
marriages were lK)th among the Jews and Romans, in 
the days of Josephus and of the apostles, ami takes 
away inueh t)f tiiat surprise which the modern Protest- 
atits have at those laws of the apostles, where no wi- 
dows, but those who had been the wives t)f o/n* husband 
only, are taken into the ehmch list; and no bishops, 
priests, or deacons, arc allowed to marry more than 
once, without leavim' off to ollieiate .as clergymen any 
longer. Sec LuVo ii', 5G; 1 Tim. v, U, 12; lii, 2, 12 ; 
Tit. i, 10; Constitut A^iost. ’j. sect. 1,2; b. vi, sect. 
1? : Can. b. xvii ; Grot, lu Luc. ii, 3G ; and Hespons. ad 
Consult. Cassand. p. 11, and (’t)telet. in (!onstit. b. vi, 
sect 17. Ami note, that Tertulian owns this law against 
second marriages of tiie clergy, had liecn once at least 
executed in his time; and heavily complains elsewhere, 
that the breach thereof had not been always punished 
by the Catholics, as it ought to have been. Jerome, 
sneaking of the ill reputation of marrying twice, says, 
that no such person could be chosen into the clergy in 
his days : %vhieh Augustine testifies also; and for Epl- 
phanius, rather earlier, he is clear and full to the saine 
imrpose, ud says, that law obtained over the whuii* 
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woman, she continued In her widowhood, and 
refused all other matches, although Augustus 
had enjoined her to be married to somebody 
else ; yet did she all along preserve her rejm- 
tation free from reproach. She had also been 
the greatest benefactress to Tibe^'ius, w'hen 
there was a very dangerous plot laid against 
him by Sejanus, a man who had been her hus- 
baiurs friend, and who had the greatest au- 
thority, because lie was general of the army, 
and when many rncnibers of the senate, and 
man) of the frecd-men, joitied witli him, and 
the soldiery was corrupted, and the plot was 
come to a great height. Now Sejanus had 
certainly gained his point, had not Antonia's 
boldness been more wisely conducted than Se- 
janus's malice; for, when she had discovered 
his designs against Tiberius, she wrote him 
an exact account of the whole, and gave the 
letter to Pallas, the most faithful of her ser- 
vants, and sent him to Capreaj to Tiberius, 
who, when he understood it, slew Sejanus and 
his confederates; so that Tiberius, who had 
her in great esteem before, now looked upon 
her with still greater respect, and depended 
upon her in all things. So, when Tiberius 
was desired by this AJitonia to examine Eu- 
tyclius, he answ'ered, If indeed Eutyebus 
hath falsely accused Agrippa in what he hath 
said of him, be bath had siifhcient punish- 
ment by what 1 have done to him already; 
but if, upon examination, the accusation ap- 
pears to be true, let Agrippa have a care, lest, 
out of desire of punishing his freed-inan, he 
do not rather bring a punisinnent upon him- 
self.’* Now, when Antonia told Agrippa of 
this, he was still much more pressing that the 
matter might be examined into ; so Antonia, 
apon Agrippa’s lying hard at her continually 
to beg tins favour, took the following oppor- 
tunity ; — As Tiberius lay once at his ease 
upon his sedan, and was carried about, and 
Caius, her grandson, and Agrippa, were be- 
fore him after dinner, she walked by the se- 
dan, and desired him to call Eutyebus, and 
have him examined ; to which he replied, ** O 
Antonia ! the gods are my witnesses that I am 
induced to do what I am going to do, not by 
my own inclination, but because I am forced 
to it by tby prayers.*’ When he had said this, 
he ordered Macro, who succeeded Sejanus, 
to bring Eutyebus to him ; accordingly, with- 
out any delay, he was brought. I'lien Tibe- 
rius asked him what he had to say against a 
nam who had given him bis liberty. Upon 
which he said, “ O my lord ! this Caius, and 
Agrippa with him, were once riding in a cha- 
riot, when 1 sat at their feet, • and, among 
other discourses that passed, Agrippa said to 
Caius, O that the day would once come when 
this old fellow will die, and name thee for the 
governor of tlie habitable eartli ! for then this 
Tiberius, his grandson, would be no hinder- 

Catholic church in his days,— as tlu places in the fore- 
cited authors uiform us. 
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ance, but would be taken off by thee, and thai 
earth would be happy, and I happy also.” 
Now, Tiberius took these to be truly Agrip- 
pa’s words, and bearing a grudge withal at 
Agrippa, because, when he had commanded 
him to pay his resj)ects to Tiberius, bis grand, 
son, and the son of Drusus, Agrippa had not 
paid him iliat respect, but had disobeyed hi,s 
commands, and transferred all his regard to 
Caius; he said to Macro, “ Bind this man.’’ 
But Macro, not distinctly knowing which of 
them it was whom he bade him bind, and not 
expecting that he would have any such thing 
done to Agrippa, he forbore, and came to ask 
more distinctly what it was that he said. But 
when Cfcsar had gone round the hippodrome, 
he found Agrippa standing; — “ For certain,’* 
said he, “ Macro, this is the man I meant to 
liavc bound and when he still asked, which 
of these is to be bound ? he said, Agripj)a. 
Upon which Agrippa betook himself to make 
supplication for himself, putting him in mind 
of his son, with whom be was brought up, 
and of Tiberius [his grandson] w’hom he had 
educated, but all to no purpose, for they letl 
him about bound even in bis purple garments. 

; It w'as also very hot w eather, and they ha (4 
I but little wine to their meal, so that he was 
very thirsty ; he was also in a sort of agony, 
and look this treatment of him heinously ; as 
he therefore saw' one of Caius’s slaves, whose 
name W'as Thaimiastus, carrying some water 
in a vessel, he desired that he would let him 
drink ; so the servant gave him some water to 
drink ; and he drank heartily, and said, O 
thou boy 1 this service of thine to me will be 
for thy advantage ; lor, if 1 once get clear of 
these my bonds, 1 will soon procure thee thy 
freedom from Caius, who has not been want- 
ing to minister to me now I am in bonds, in 
the same manner as when 1 was in my forme*' 
state and dignity,” Nor did be deceive him 
in what he promised him, but made him 
amends for what he bad now done ; fur, when 
afterward Agrippa was conic to the kingdom, 
he took particular care of Thauinastus, and 
got him his liberty from Caius, and made him 
the steward over his own estate; and when 
be died, he left him to Agrippa bis son, and 
to Bernice his daughter, to minister to them 
in the same capacity. The man also grew 
old in that honourable post, and therein died. 
But all this iiappeiicd a good while later. 

7. Now Agrippa stood in his bonds before 
the royal palace, and leaned on a certain tree 
for grief, with many others, who were in 
bonds also ; and as a certain bird sat upon 
the tree on which Agrippa leaned (the Romans 
called this bird bubo), [an owl], one of those 
that were bound, a German by nation, saw 
him, and asked a soldier who tiiat man in 
purple was ; and v/lien he was informed that 
his name was Agrippa, and that he was by 
nation a Jew, and one of the principal men 
of that nation, he asked leave of the soldie* 
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lO whom he was bound,* to let him come 
near to him, to speak with him ; for that he 
had a mind to inquire of him about some 
things relating to his country ; which liberty, 
when he hud obtained, as he stood near him, 
he said thus to him by an interpreter, — “ This 
sudden change of thy condition, O young 
man ! is grievous to thee, as bringing on 
thee a manifold and very great adversity ; 
nor wilt thou believe me, when I fortell how 
thou wilt get clear of this misery which thou 
art now under, and how Divine Providence 
will provide for thee. Know therefore (and 
I appeal to my own country gods, as well as 
to the gods of this place, who have awarded 
these bonds to us), that all I am going to say 
about thy concerns, shall neiliter be said for 
favour nor bribery, nor out of an endeavour 
to make thee cheerful without cause; for 
inch predictions, wlien they come to fail, 
make the grief at last, and in earnest, more 
bitter than if the party had never heard of any 
such thing. However, though I run the ha- 
Kurd of my own self, I think it fit to declare 
to thee the pnjdiction of the gods. It can- 
not be that thou sliouldst long continue in 
these bonds ; but thou wilt soon be delivered 
from tiiein, and wilt be promoted to the high- 
est dignity and power, and thou wilt be envied 
by all ibose who now pity thy hard fortune ; 
and thou will be happy till thy death, and 
wilt leave thine happiness to the children 
whom tho'i .shall have. But, do thou reinem* 
her, when tijou .sci.'st this bird again, tliat thou 
wilt then live but five days longer. Tliis event 
will be brought, to pass by that God who hath 
sent this '..ird hither to be a sign unto thee. 
And 1 cannot but think it unjust to conceal 
fiom tlieo what I foreknow concerning thee, 
that, by thy knowing beforehand what happi- 
ness is coming upon thee, thou mayesl not 
regard thy pre-.ent misfortunes. But, when 
this haj)piness shall actually befall thee, do 
not forget what njisery 1 am in myself, but en- 
deavour to deliver me.” So wdien the Ger- 
man had said this, he made Agrippa laugh at 
him as much as he afterw'ards appeared 
worthy of admiration. But now Antonia 
took Agrippa’s misfortune to heart ; however, 
to speak to Tiberius un bis belialf, she took 
to be a very diflicult thing, and indeed quite 
impracticable, as to any hope of success; yet 
did she })rocure of Macro, dial the soldiers 
that kept him shdUld be of a gentle nature, 
and that the centurion who was over theni, 
and was to diet with him, should be of tlie 
same disposition, and that he might Irave leave 
to bathe himself every day, and that his freed- 
men and friends might come to him, and that 
other things tiiat tended to ease him might be 
indulged him. So his friend Silas came in 

♦ Dr. Hudson here takes notice, out of Seneca, Epis- 
V. that this was the custom of 'fiberius, to couple 
the pcisoner and the soldier that guarded him together 
•n the same chain. 


to him, and two of his tued-men, Mursyas 
and Stechus, brought him such sorts of food 
as he was fond of, and indeed took great care 
of him ; they also brought him garments, un- 
der pretence of selling them, and, when night 
came on, they laid them under him ; and the 
soldiers assisted them, as Macro had given 
them order to do beforehand. And this was 
Agrippa’s condition for six months* time; 
and in this case were his affairs. 

8. But as for Tiberius, upon his return to 
Capreae, he fell sick. At first his distemper 
was but gentle; but, as that distemper in- 
creased upon him, he bad small or no hopes 
of recovery. Hereupon he bade Euodiis, 
who was the freed-man whom he most of all 
respected, to bring the childrenf to him, for 
that he wanted to talk to them before he died. 
Now he had at present no sons of his own 
alive for Drusus, who was his only son, was 
dead but Drusus’s son Tiberius was still 
living, whose additional name was Gemellus: 
there was also living Cains, the son of Ger- 
nianicus, wlio was the son | of his brother 
[Drusus]. He was now grown up, and had 
had a liberal education, and was well improved 
by It, and was in esteem and favour with the 
people, on account of the excellent character 
of his father Gerinanicus, who had attained 
the highest honour among the multitude, by 
the firmness of his virtuous behaviour, by the 
easiness and agreeableness of his conversing 
with the multitude, and because the dignity 
he w'us in did not liinder his familiarity with 
them all, as if they were his equals ; by which 
behaviour he was not only greatly esteemed 
by the people and the senate, but by every 
one of those nations that were subject to tlie 
Homans ; some of whom were affected when 
they came to him, with the gracefulness of 
their reception by him ; and others were af- 
fected in the same manner by the report of 
the others that had been with him : and, up- 
on his death, there was a lamentation made 
by all men ; not such a one as was to be 
made in way of flatlcTy to their rulers, while 
they did but counterfeit sorrow, but such as 
was real ; while evi ry body grieved at his 
death, as if they hud lust one that was near to 
them. And truly such had been bis easy 
conversation with men, that it turned greatly 
to the advantage of his son among all ; and, 
among others, the soldiery were so peculiarly 
aflected to him, that they reckoned it an eli- 
gible thing, if need were, to die themselves, 
if he might but attain to the government. 

9. But when Tiberius had given order to 
Euodus to bring the children to him the next 
day in the morning, he prayed to his country 
gods to show him a manifest signal, which of 
those children should come to the govern 

t Tiberius his own grandson, and Caius his bruthei 
Drusus’s ^andson. 

t So I correct Josephus’s copy, which calls Germansf 
cus his brother, who was his brother’s son. 
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inent j being very desirous to leave it to his 
son’s son, but still depending upon what God 
would foreshow concerning them, more than 
upon his own opinion and inclination ; so he 
made this to be the omen, that the govern- 
ment should he left to him who should come 
to him first the next day. When he Iiad thus 
resolved within liirnsclf, he sent to his grand- 
son’s tutor, and ordered him to nring the 
child to him early in the morning, as suppos- 
ing that God would permit him to be made 
emjteror. But God jtroved opposite to his 
designation ; for, wliile Tiberius was thus 
contriving matters, and as soon as it was at 
all day, ho hid Euodns to call in that child 
wliich should be there ready. So he went 
out, and found Cains before tlio door, for Ti- 
berius was not yet com hut staid waiting 
for his breakfast ; for Eiiudus knew nothing 
of what his lord intended j so he said to Cains, 
“ Thy fatlier calls thee,” and then brought 
him in. As soon as 'ribeiius saw Cains, and 
not before, lie reflected on the power of God, 
and liow the ability of bestow ; the 
ment on whom he w'oiild was entirely taken 
from him ; and thence Ik ibK 

establish what he had intended. So he great- 
ly lamented that his power of establishing 
what he had before contrived was taken from 
him, and that his graiulson Tiberius was not 
only to lo‘e the Uoniati empire by his fatali- | 
ty, hut his own safety also; because his pre- 
servation would now depend upon such as 
wouhl he more potent than himself, who 
,vould think it a thing not to be borne, that 
a kinsman should live with them, and so hisj 
relation would not be able to protect him : j 
but be would be feared and hated by him ' 
who had the supreme aiilhority, partly on 
{recount of his being next to the empire, and 
partly on account of his perpetually coutriv- 
ing to get the govenimcMit, both in order to 
preserve himself, ami to he at the head of 
affairs also. Now Tibeiiiis liaU been very 
much given to astrology,* and the calcula- 
tion of nativities ; ami had sj^eiU his life in 
the esteem of what ptediclioiis had proved 
true, more than those whose jirofession it 
was. Accordingly, when he once saw Galba 
coining in to him, he said to his most inti- 
mate friends, that there came in a man that 
would one day have the dignity of the Ro- 
man empire. So that this Tiberius was more 
addicted to all such sorts of diviners than any 
other of the Homan emperors, because he 
liad found them to have told the truth in his 
own affairs ; and indeed he was now in great 
distress upon this accident that had befallen 
him, and was very much grieved at the de- 
struction of his son’s son, wliich he foresaw, 
and complained of hiim If, that he should 
have made use of such ev\ethod of divina- 

» This Is known Ihing atn-mg the Rutnan histo- 
rians and pot’s, tliiil Tiberius w«< , rontiy given to aa- 
tS’Aogy and divination. 


tion beforehand, while it was in his power to 
have died without grief by this knowledge or 
futurity j whereas he was now tormented by 
his foreknowledge of the misfortune of such 
as were dearest to him, and must die under 
that torineiil. Now, although he was disor- 
dered at this unexpected revolution of the go- 
vernment to those for whom he did not in- 
tend it, he spake tlius to Cains, Ihongh iin- 
viillingly, and against his own inclination:— 
“ O child, although Tiberius be nearer relat- 
ed to me than thou art, I, by my own deter- 
mination, and the conspiring suffrage of the 
gods, do give, and put into ihy hand, the 
Roman empire ; and I desire thee never to 
be uninindfiil when thou coinest to it, cither 
of my kindness to thee, who set thee in so 
high a dignity, or of thy relation to Tiberius: 
hut as thou knowest that 1 am, together with 
and after the gods, the procurer of so great 
happiness to thee, so I desire that thou w ilt 
make me a return for my readiness to assist 
thee, and wilt take care of i’ihenus because 
of his near relation to thee. Besiiles which, 
thou art to know, that, while Tiberius is 
alive, he will be a security to thee, both as to 
emjiire and as to thy own preservation ; but, 
if he die, that will be hut a prelude to thy 
ow’n misfortunes ; for to be alone under the 
weight oi‘ such vast affairs, is very dangerous; 
nor will the gods sulFcr those actions w hicli 
are unjustly done, contrary to that law wliich 
directs men to do otherwise, to go off’ unpu- 
nished.” This was the speech which Tibe- 
rius made ; which did not persuade Cains to 
act accordingly, although he promised so to 
do ; but, w hen he was settled in the govern- 
ment, he took olT this Tiberius, as was pre. 
dieted by the other 'ribeiius ; as he wjis also 
■himself, in no long time afterward, slain by a 
secret plot laid against him. 

I 10. So wlicn Tiberius had at this time ap 
j ])oiiiled Cains lo be his successor, he outlived 
j hut a few days, and then dicil, after he had 
[held the goveniinent tvvciity-two years five 
I months and three days. Now- Caius w'as the 
{ fourth emperor : but w hen the Romans nn- 
I del stood that Tiberius was dead, they rejoiced 
j at the good news, but had not courage to be- 
lieve it; not because they were unwilling i‘ 

I should be true, for they would have given 
j large sums of money that it might be so, but 
because they were afraid that, if they had 
•shown their joy wdicn the new's proved fiilse, 
their joy should be openly known, and tliej 
should be accused for it, and be thereby un 
done ; for this Tiberius had brought a vas 
number of miseries on the best families of tht 
Romans, since be was easily infliimed witii 
passion in all cases, and was of such a temper 
as rendered his anger irrevocable, till he had 
executed the same, although he had taken a 
hatred against men without reason ; for he 
was by nature fierce in all the sentences he 
gave and made dcatii the penalty for the 
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slightest offences j insomuch that when the 
Romans heard the rumour about his death 
gladly, they were restrained from the enjoy- 
ment of that pleasure by the dread of such 
niiseries as they foresaw would follow, if their 
hopes proved ill-grounded. Now Marsyas, 
Agrippa’s frced-inan, as soon as he heard of 
Tiberius’s dcatli, came running to tell Agrip- 
pa the news ; and finding him going out to 
the bath, he gave him a nod, and said, in the 
Hebrew tongue, “ The lion • is dead who, 
understanding his meajiing, and being over- 
joyed at the news, Nay,” said he, “ but all 
sorts of thanks and happiness attend thee for 
this news of thine ; only I wish that what 
thou sayest may prove true.” Now the cen- 
turion who was set to keep Agrippa, wdion ho 
saw with what haste IMarsyas came, and what 
joy Agrippa had from what he said, he had a 
suspicion tliat his words implied some great 
innovation of affairs, and tu; asked them about 
what was said. They at first diverted the 
discourse ; but upon his farther pressing, 
Agrippa, without more ado, told him, for he 
was already become his friend; so he joined 
with him in that pleasure which this new's oc- 
casioned, because it would be fortunate to 
Agripi'i, and made him a supper: but, as 
they were ieastiug, and the cups went about, 
there came one who said, that Tiberius was 
still alive, and would return to the city in a 
lew days. At which news the centurion was 
exceedingU troubled, because be had done 
what might cost hhn his life, to have treated 
so joyfully a prisoner, and this upon the news 
of the death of Ca;sar ; so he thrust Agrippa 
from the nicl- whereon he lay, and said, 

Dost llioii thii k to cheat me by a lie about 
the t niperor wit! out punishment? and shall 
not thou pay for this lliy malicious report at 
tlie price of thine head ?” When he had 
said, he ordered Agrippa to be bound again 
(for he had loos.-d jiin before), and kept a se- 
verer guard over him than formerly, and in 
that evil condition was Agrippa that night ; 
but the next day the ruvnour increased in the 
city, and confirmed the news that 'riberiiis 
was certainly dead; insoinuc/i that men durst 
now openly aim fie*-ly talk about it; nay, 
some offered sacrifices on tliat account. Se- 
veral letters also came from Cains ; one of 
them to the senate, which informed them of 
the death of Tiberius, and of hi ; owu entrance 
on the government ; another to Tiso, the go- 
vernor of the city, wdiich told him the same 
ihing. He also gave order that Agrippa 
should be removed out of the camp, and go 
to that Iiouse wdiere he lived before he was 
put in prison ; so that he was now' out of fear 
as to his own affairs ; for, although he was 

^ The name of a Lion iiiofU a given to tyrants, espe- 
nally by the .lews, such Agrippa, auh probably his 
hecd-man Marsyas, in eibet were, Kzek. xix. I, 9: 
Estli. iv, 13; sf Tim. iv. 17 . 1’hey .ire also sometiines 
oanparecl to, or represented by, wild beasts, of which 

the uon u the princiital Ibiii. vt S .-i AiMw. xiM. 1 2. 
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still in custody, yet it w’as now with ease to 
his own affairs. Now, as soon as Caius was 
come to Rome, and had brought Tiberius's 
dead body with him, and had made a sumptii- 
ous funeral for him, according to the laws of 
his country, he was much disposed to set 
Agrippa at liberty that very day ; but Anto- 
nia hindered him, not out of any ill-will to 
the prisoner, but out of regard to decency in 
Caius, lest that should make men believe that 
he received the death of Tiberius with plea- 
sure, when he loosed one whom he had bound 
immediately. Ilow'evcr, there did not many 
days pass ere he sent for him to his house, 
and had him shaved, and made him change 
his raiment ; after wdiich he put a diadem 
upon his head, and appointed him to be king 
of the tctrarchy of Philip. He also gave him 
the telrarchy of Lysanias,f and changed his 
iron chain for a golden one of equal weight. 
He also sent Marullu.s to be procurator of 
Judt'a. 

11. Now’, in the second year of the reign 
of Caius Ciesar, Agrippa desired leave to be 
dven him to sail home, and settl-e the affairs 
■f his government ; and he promised to re- 
turn again when he had put the rest in order, 
as it ought to be put. So, upon the empe- 
ror’s permission, he came into his own coun- 
try, and appeared to them all unexpectedly as 
a king, and thereby demonstrated to the men 
that saw him, the power of fortune, when they 
:!ompared his former poverty with his present 
happy affluence; so some called him a happy 
man; and others could not well believe that 
things were so much changed witii him foi 
the better. 


CHAPTER VIl. 

HOW HliROD THE TKTBARCH WAS BANISHED. 

§ 1. But Herodias, Agrippa’s sister, who 
now lived as wife to that Herod wlio was te- 
trarcli of Galilee and Perea, took this autho- 
rity of her brother in an envious niaiiner, par- 
ticularly w'hcn she saw that he had a greater 
dignity bestowed on him than her husband 
had ; .since, w hen he ran away, he w.is not 
able to pay his debts ; and now he was come 
back, it was because he was in a way of dig- 
nity and of great fortune. She was therefore 
{jrieved and much displeased at so great a 
mutation of hU affairs ; and chiefly when slic 
saw him marching among tlie multitude with 
tlie usual ensigns of royal authority, she was 
not able to conceal how miserable she was, by 
reason of the envy she had towards him ; but 
she excited her husband, and desired him that 
he would sail to Rome, to court honours 

f Although Caius now promised to give Agrippa the 
(etrarchy ol Lysanias, yet was it not aetiially conferred 
upon him r''I the reign of Claudius, as we learn, Aniiq 
b. xix. cha*i. v. sect. 1 
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equal to his ; for she said, that she could not 
bear to live any longer, while Agrippa, the 
son of that Aristobulus who was condemned 
to die by his father, one that came to her hus- 
band in such extreme poverty, that the neces- 
saries of life were forced to be entirely su|»- 
plied him day by day ; and when he fled away 
from his creditors by sea, he now returned a 
king : while he was himself the son of a king, 
and while the near relation he bare to royal 
authority, called upon him to gain the like dig- 
nity, he sat still, and was contented with a 
privater life. “ But then, Herod, although 
thou wast formerly not concerned to be in a 
lower condition than thy father, from whom 
thou wast derived, had been, yet do thou now 
seek after the dignity which thy kinsman hath 
attained to ; and do not thou bear this con- 
tempt, that a man who admired thy riches 
should be in greater bonour than thyself, 
nor sufler his poverty to show itself able 
to purchase greater things tlian our abun- 
dance; nor do tliou esteem it other than a 
shameful thing to he inferior to one who, the 
other day, lived upon thy cluirity. But let 
us go to Rome, and let us spare no pains nor 
expenses, either of silver or gold, since they 
cannot be kept for any better use than for the 
obtaining of a kingdom.” 

2. But for Herod, he opposed her request 
at this time, out of the love of ease, and hav- i 
ing a suspicion of the (roiihlo he «hould have i 
at Rome ; so he tried to instruct her better. 
But the move she saw him draw hack, tlie 
more sl\c pressed him to it, and desired him 
to leave no stone unturned in order to be 
king ; and at last she left not oft’ till she en* 
gaged liira, whether he would or not, to be 
of her sentiments, because he could no other- 
wise avoid her importunity. So he got 
things ready, after as sumptuous a manner 
as he was able, and spared for nothing, a 
went up to Rome, and took Herodias along 
with him. But Agripjra, wlien be was made 
sensible of their intentions and preparations, 
ho also prepared to go thither ; and as soon 
as he heard they set sail, he sent Fortunatus, 
one of bis freed-men, to Rome, to carry pre- 
sents to the emperor, and letters against He- 
rod, and to give Cains a particular account 
of those matters, if he should have any op- 
portunity. This man followed Herod 
quick, and had so pnjs])crous a voyagir, a 
came so little after Herod, that while Ileiod 
was with Cains, he cuine himself, and deli- 
vered his letters ; for they both sailed to Di- 
cearebia, and found Cuius at Baite, which is 
itself a little city of Campania, at the distance 
of about five furlongs from Hiccarchia. There 
are in that place ro\’al palaces, uith sump- 
tuous apartments, every emperor still endea- 
vouring to outdo bis piwd*-cessor’s magnifi- 
cence ; the place also aft'ords Vv'arm baths, 
that spring out of the ground of their own 
accord, which are of advarjtage for the reco- 


very of the health of those that make use of 
them ; and, besides, they minister to men’s 
luxury also. Now Cains saluted Ilerod, foi 
he first met with him, and then looked upon 
the letters which Agrippa had sent him, and 
which were written in order to accuse He- 
rod ; wherein he accused him, that he hud 
been in confederacy with Sejanus, against 
Tiberius’s government, and that he was now 
confederate with Artabanus, the king of Par- 
thia, in opposition to the government oi 
Cains ; as a dcinunstration of which, he al- 
leged that he had ;!rmour sufficient for seven- 
ty thousand men ready in iiis armoury. Cafus 
was moved at this information, and asked 
Ilerofl, whether what was said about the ar- 
mour was true ; and when he confessed there 
was such armour there, for he could not deny 
he same, the truth of it being too notorious, 
Cains took that to be a suflicient proof of the 
accusation, that he intended to revolt. So 
;ie took away from him his tetrarchy, and 
^ave it by way of addition to Agrippa’s king- 
loin ; he also gave Herod’s money to Agrip- 
ja, and, by way ()f pnni.diinent, awarded him 
i perpetual banishment, aiul appointed I.yoiis 
\ city of Gaul, to he his place of habitation 
But when he was informed that Herodias 
was Agrippa’s sister, he made her a present of 
what money was her own, and told her that 
t was Iier brother who prevented her being 
[uit under the same calamity with her hus- 
band. But she made this reply ; — “ Thou, 
mleed, O emperor ! aclest after a magnifi- 
cent manner, and as becomes thyself, in what 
thou ofterest me j but the kindness which 1 
have for iDy husband hinders me from par- 
taking of the favour of thy gift : for it is not 
just that I, who have been made a partner in 
his prosperity, should forsake him in his mis- 
fortunes ” IIereu])on Caius was angry at 
her, and sent her with Herod into banish- 
ment, and gave her estate to Agrippa. And 
thus did God punish Herodias for her envy 
at her brother, and Herod also for giving car 
to the vain discourses of a w'oman. Now, 
Caius managed public afT'airs with great niag- 
naniiiiity during the first and second year of 
his reign, and behaved himself with such mo- 
deration, that he gained the good-will of tlic 
lioinaiis themselves, and of his other subjects. 
But, in process of time, he went beyond the 
bounds of human nature in his conceit ol 
liimself, and, by reason of the vastness of bis 
dominions, made himself a god, and took 
upon himself to act in all things to the re- 
proach of the Deity itself. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

fONCERNING THE EMBASSAGE OF THE JEWS TO 
CAIUS ; * AND HOW CAIUS SENT PETRONIUS 
INTO SYRIA, TO MAKE WAR AGAINST THE 
JEWS, UNLESS THEY WOULD RECEIVE HIS 
STATUE. 

§ 1. There was now a tumult arisen at 
Alexandria, between the Jewish inhabitants 
and tlie Greeks; and three ambassadors f 
were chosen out of eacli party that were at 
Yfuiance, who came to Caius. Now, one of 
these ambassadors from the people of Alex- 
andria was Apion, who uttered many blasphe- 
mies a^»ainst the Jews; and, among other 
things, that he said be charged them with ne- 
glecting the honours that belonged to Ctesar; 
for that while all who were subject to the 
Roman cmiiirc built altars and temples to 
Caiu-s, and in other regards universally re- 
ceivetl him as they received the gods, these 
Jews alone thought it a ilishonourable thing 
for them U) erect statues in honour of him, 
as well .IS to swear by bis name. Many of 
these ..evere things were s.'ilil by Apion, by 
which he hoped to provoke Caius to anger at 
tlie Jews, as he was likely to l>e. Rut Philo, 
the principal of tlie Jewiih enhassago, a man 
eminent on all accounts, brother to Alexan- 
der the alahareli, \ and one not unskilful in 
philosophy, tvas (Oady to betake himself to 
make his defence against those accusations ; 
but Cains prohibited him, and bade him be- 
gone: he .\ .is also in such a rage, tliatit ojjeii- 
ly appeared lie was about to do them some 
very great misi^inef. So Philo, being thus 
ailiontcd, went otit, and said to those Jews 
who were .aLout him, that they should be ol 
good courage, since Caius’s words iinleed 
showed anger at Lieni, but iu reality had al- 
ready set God against 1 elf. 

y. Hereupon Caius, taking it very liein- 

* This is a most rcmarkabli; cha\»tcr, as containing 
such iiiKLann-i r)f the interposition of Providence, as 
have Vicen always v. ry rare among the other idolatrous 
nations, but of old very many among the posterity of 
Abraham, the worshippers of the true God ; nor do 
these seem much inferior to those in the old J’estimcnt, 
which are the more reinarkahle, Invaiise, among all their 
other follies and vices, the Jews we e not at this time 
idolaters; and the deliveranec's here mentioned were 
done, in order to prevent their rcLipso into tivit idolatry 

I Josephus here assures us. that the ambassadors from 
Alexandria to Caius were on each part no more than 
three m number, for the Jews, and for the Genlili's, 
which are but six in all; svhercas Thilo, who was the 
principal an\biiS'»ador from tlie Jews, as Josophus here 
confesses (as was Apion for th". Gentiles), says, the Jews’ 
ambassadors were themselves no fewer than five, to- 
wards the end of his legation to ^'aius; which, if there 
be no mistake in the copies, must be supposed the 
truth; nor, in that case, would Josephus have contra- 
dieted so authentic a witness, had lie seen that account 
of Ehilo’s; which, that he jvti b.t, docs not appc.ar. 

X This Mt'xauder, the alabareh, or governor of the 
Jews, at Alexandria, and I'lother to Philo, is supposed, 
by Dishop Pearson, in A'-t. Anost. p. 'll, 12, to lx; the 
same with that Alexander wno is mentioned by St. 
Luke^as of the kindred of the high-piiests. Acts iv, (i. 


oiisly that he should be thus despised by the 
Jews alone, sent Petronius to be president 
of Syria, and successor in the government to 
Vitellius, and gave him order to make an in- 
vasion into Judea, with a great body of troops, 
and, if they would admit of his statue wil. 
lingly, to erect it in the temple of God ; but, 
if they were obstinate, to conquer them by 
war, and then to do it. Accordingly Pedro- 
nius took the government of Syria, and made 
haste to obey Cajsar’s epistle. He got toge- 
ther as great a number of auxiliaries as he 
possibly could, and took with him two legions 
of the Roman army, and came to Ptolemais, 
and there wintered, as intending to set about 
the w'ar in the spring. He also wrote word 
to Caius what he had resolved to do ; who 
commended him for his alacrity, and ordered 
him to go on, and to make war with them, in 
case they would not obey his commands. Rut 
there came many ten thousands of the Jews 
to Petronius, to Ptolemais, to oiler their pe- 
titions to him, that he would not compel them 
LO transgress and violate the law ol their fore- 
fathers; “ but if,” s;ud they, “ thou art en- 
tirely resolved to bring this statue, and erect 
it, do thou first kill us, and then do what thou 
hast resolved on, for, while we are alive, we 
cannot permit such things as arc forbidden us 
to be «lonc by the authority of our legidator, 
and by our forefathers’ determination that 
sucli proliibitions are instances of virtue.* 
Rut Petronius was angry at them, and said, 
If indeed L were myself emperor, and were 
at liberty to follow my own inclination, and 
then had designed to act tlnis, these your 
M'ords would be justly spoken to me; but now 
Caesar liatli sent to me, T am under the ne- 
cessity of being subservient to his decrees, 
because a disobedience to them will bring 
ipoii me inevitable destruction.” 'I’licn the 
Jews replied, “ Since, therefore, thou art so 
disposed, O Petronius! that thou wilt not 
disobey Caius’s epistles, neither will wi trans- 
gress the commands of our law ; and as we 
depend upon the excellenc-y of our laws, and, 
by the labours of our ancestors, have conti- 
nued hitherto without sulfering them to be 
transgressed, >ve dare not by any means suf- 
fer ourselves to be so timorous as to transgress 
those luw'B out of the fear of death, which 
God h.ath determined are for our adv mrage; 
and, if we fall into misfortunes we will bear 
them, in order to preserve our laws, as know', 
ing that those who expose themselves to dan- 
gers, have good hope of escaping them ; be- 
cause God will stand on our side when, out 
of regard to liiin, we undergo afflictions, and 
sustain the uncertain turns of fortune. But, 
if w'e should submit to thee, w'c should be 
greatly reproached for our cowardice, 
thereby showing ourselves ready to transgress 
our law ; aud we should incur the great anger 
1 of God also, who, even thyself being judge, 
is superit r to Caius.*’ 
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3. Wlien Petronius saw by their worils that 
their determination was hard to be removed, 
and that, without a war, he should not be able 
to be subservient to Caius in the dedication 
of his statue, and that there must he a great 
deal of bloodshed, he took his friends, and 
tlie servants that were about him, and hasted 
to Tiberias, as wanting to know in what pos- 
ture the afiUirs of the Jews were ; and many 
ten thousands of the Jews met Petronius 
again, when he was come to Tiberias. These 
thought they must run a mighty hazard if 
they should have a war with the Romans, but 
judged that the transgression of the law was 
of much greater consequence, and made sup- 
plication to him, that he would by no means 
reduce them to such distresses, nor dellle their 
city with the dedication of the statue. Then 
Petronius said to them, “ Will you then make 
war with Caesar, without considering his great 
preparations Ibi war, and your own weak- 
ness r* They rejilied, ** Wc wdll not by any 
means make war w ith him ; hut still w'e will 
die before we see our laws transgressed.” So 
they threw themselves down upon their faces, 
and stretched out their throats, and said they 
were ready to be slain ; and this they did for 
forty days together, and in the mean time left 
oil' the tilling of their ground, and that while 
the season of the year rc(|uired them to sow 
it.* Thus they cotitinued firm in their reso- 
lution, and proposed to themselves to die wil- 
lingly, rather than to see the dedication of 
the statue. 

4. Wlien matters w ere in this state, Aristo- 
hiilus, king Agrippa’s brother, and Helcias 
the Great, and the other principal men of that 
family with them, went in unto Petronius. 
and besought him, that, since he saw' the re- 
solution of the multitude, he w'ould not make 
any alteration, and thereby drive them to de- 
spair ; but w ould write to Caius, that the Jews 
had an insuperable aversion to the reception 
of the statue, and how' they continued with 
liim, and left ofl' the tillage of their ground r 
that they were not willing to go to war with 
him, because they were not able to tlo it^ but 
were ready to die with pleasure, rather than 
suffer their Jaws to he transgressed : and how', 
upon the land’s continuing unsown, robberies 
would grow’ up, on the inability they would 
he under of paying their tributes; and llial 
perhaps Caius might be thereby moved to 
pity, and nut order any barbarous action to 
be done to them, nor think of destroying the 
nation ; that if he continues inflexible in his 
former opinion to bring a war iijKm them, he 
may then set about it himself. And tlius did 
Aristobulus, and the rest with him, suppli- 

* What Josephus here, anH sect. 6, relaU-s as done by 

the Jews before seed-time, is in ’’’.Jo, “ not far uff’ the 
time when the corn was riiK?,” whv, : I.e Clerc notes, 
ditfer heve one from the other. Tliis is another indica- 
tion that Josepbus, when he wrote this acetjunt, hail not 
•een Philos begat ad Canun, other wiit hc', ould hard- 
ly have herein dilTcreii from 
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cate Petronius. So Petronius, f partly on ac- 
count of the pressing instances which Aristo- 
bulus and the rest with him made, and be- 
cause of the great consequence of what they 
desired, and the earnestness wherewith they 
made their supplication,— partly on account 
of the firmness of the opposition made by the 
Jew's, which he saw, wliile he thought it a 
horrible thing for him to be such a slave to 
the madness of Caius, as to slay so many ten 
thousand men, only because of their religious 
disposition tow'ards God, and after that to 
pass his life in expectation of punishment; 
Petronius, 1 say, thought it iniich better to 
send to Caius, and to let him know how intole- 
rable it was to him to bear the anger he might 
have against him for not serving him sooner, 
in obedience to his epistle, for that perhaps he 
might persuade him; and that if this matl re- 
solution continued, he might then begin the 
war against them ; nay, that in case he slioiild 
turn his hatred against himself, it was tit for 
virtuous persons even to die for the sake of 
such vast multitudes of men. Accordingly 
he determined to heaiken to the petitions in 
this matter, 

5. He then called the Jews together to Ti- 
berias, who came many ten thousands in num- 
ber ; he also jilaced tJiat army he now’ had 
with him opposite to them • but did not <lis- 
cover his own meaning, but the commands of 
the emperor, and told them that his wrath 
would, w itljout delay, be executed on such as 
had tJie courage to liisulny what he had com- 
manded, and this immediately ; and that it 
was fit for him who liad received so great a 
dignity by bis grant, not to contradict him in 
any thing : — “ yet (said he) I do not think it 
just to have such a regard to my own sal’ety 
and honour, as to refuse to sacrifice ibem for 
I your preservation, w tjo are many in nnm- 
|ber, and endeavour to preserve the l egaril that 
is due to your law ; which as it hath come 
down to you fioinyour forefathers, so do yon 
esteem it worthy of your utmost coiitcntimi 
! to preserve it: nor, with ihe supreme assist- 
! ance and power of God, will I he so hardy 
jas to sillier your temple to fall into contempt 
ibyllic means of llie imperial auiiiorily. 1 
I will, therefore, send to C’aius, and let him 
ikiiow what your resolutions are, and will as- 
[sisl your suit as far as I am able, that you 
may not be exposed to snlfer on account of 
the honest designs you have proposed to your- 
selves ; and may God be your assistant, for 
hki authority is beyond all the contrivance and 
power of men ; and may he procure you the 

t This Publius Petronius was after this still president 
of Syria, under Claudius, and, at the desire of Agrippu, 
published a severe deeree against the inhabitants of Do 
ra, who, in a sort of Imitation of Caius, had set up a 
statue of Claudius in a ./ewisli synatfogne there. '^I’hu 
decree is extant, b. xix, eh. vi, swt. 3; and greatly coii- 
firins the present accounts of Jont'phus, as do the othiT 
decrees ot Claudius, relutinij to the Jewish atfaiis, K 
xix. eh. V, sect. *2, 3; to wh:ch ' refer the inquisitive 
reader 
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preservation of your ancient laws, and may 
not he be deprived, though witliout your con- 
sent, of hh accustomed horioiirs. But if 
Caius be irritated, and turn the violence of 
his rage upon me, I will rather undergo all 
that danger and that affliction that may come 
either on my body or my soul, than see so 
many of you perish, while you are acting in 
so excellent a manner. Do you, therefore, 
every one of you, go your w ay about your 
own occupations, and fall to the cultivation 
of your ground ; 1 will myself send to Home, 
and will not refuse to serve you in all things, 
both by myself and by my friends.” 

O'. When Petronius had said this, and had 
dismissed the assembly of the .Tews, lie desir- 
ed the principal of them to take care of iheir 
husbandry, and to speak kindly to the people, 
and encourage them to have good hope of 
their atfairs. Thus (lid ho readily bring the 
muhiludo to bo cheerful again. And now 
did God sliow his presence* to Petnnuus, and 
signify to him, that he \v(juld alibi'd him Ins 
assistance in his whole design ; for he had no 
sooner linished the speech that he made to the 
Jews, hut ihn\ sent dow'ii great showers of 
lain, contrary to human expectation; for that 
day was a clear day, and gave no sign, by tl 
appearance of the sky, of any rain; nay, the 
w lude year had been std»ject to a great drought, 
uiid made men despair m' any water from a 
hove, even when at any time they saw' th 
heavens (.'venaat with clouds; insomuch, that 
when sticli a great (piautity of ram came, and 
that ill an uiuisual manner and without any 
other expe' mtion of it, tlie Jews hoped that 
Petronius would by no means fail in bis pe- 
l.Uon for them. But as to Petronius, he was 
mightily surprised when he perceived that 
(iod evidently took earii of the Jews, and 
gave very plain sig!is of ids appearance, j- and 
lids to such a degt 'e, that those that were iu 
t aniest nuu li iiu lined to the contrary, had no 
power left to c».nitradict it. This was also a- 
mong those other jiarticulars which he wrote 
to Caius, which all tended to dissuade him, 
and liy all means to entreat him not to make 
so many ten iho’isands of these men go dis- 
tracted ; whom, if he should slay (for without 
war they w ould by no means sulfer the laws 
i*f their worship to he set aside) he would lose 
Ihe revenue they paid him, aiui would be pub- 
licly jd by |h( for all future ages. 

Moreover, that tiod who was their governor, 
liad shown his power most evidently on their 
account, and that such a power of his as left 

* Josephus here uses the snlcmn New Testament 
Words, and the f veienee and appear- 

ance of (hid, for the exlriiordi nary inaiiitestation of his 
powt'r and providence to Petnuiius, by sending rain in a 
time of distress, immedial Iv . pan the residutiori he 
bfirl taken to preserve the temple uiipoiliiU-d, at the haz- 
ard of his own life, witliout ai-y oilier miraculous ap- 
lieariuicc at all ill tliat ease; which well deserves to be 
taken notice of Ivere, and greatly illn^lriiles several texts, 
both in the Old and New restanieni- 

t Sfee tile preceding note. 


no room for doubt about it ; — and this was 
the business that Petronius was now engaged 
in. 

7. But king Agrippa, who now lived at 
Home, was more and more in the favour of 
Caius ; and when he had once made him a 
supper, and was careful to exceed all others, 
both in expenses and in such preparations as 
might contribute most to his pleasure ; nay, 
it was so far from the ability of others, that 
Caius himself could never equal, much less 
exceed it (such care had he taken before- 
hand to exceed all men, and particularly to 
make all agreeable to Caesar; ; hereupon Caius 
admired his understanding and magnificence, 
that lie should force himself to do all to jilease 
him, even beyond such expenses as he could 
bear, and was desirous not to be behind A- 
;rippa in that generosity which he exerted, in 
mler to please him. So Caius, when he had 
ilrank wine plentifully, and was merrier than 
ordinary, said thus during the feast, when 
Agrippa had drank to him “ 1 knew before 
now how great a respect thou hast had for 
me, and how great kindness thou hast shown 
me, though with those hazards to thyself, 
which thou underwent cst under Tiberius on 
that account ; nor hast thou omitted any thing 
to show lliy good-will towards us, even be- 
yond thy ability ; whence it would be a base 
thing for me to be conquered by thy aftection. 

I am therefore desirous to make thee amends 
for every thing in which I have been former- 
ly deficient ; for all that I have bestowed on 
thee, that may be called my gt/ls, is but little. 
Every thing that may contribute to thy hap- 
piness shall be at f.Iiy service, and that cheer- 
fully, and so far as my ability will reach ;” — 
and this was what Caius said to Agrippa, 
thinking he would ask for some large coun- 
try, or the revenues cf certain cities ; hut, al- 
though ho had prepared beforehand what he 
would ask, yet had he not discovered his in- 
tentions, but made this answer to Caius im- 
mediately, that it was not out of any cxpecla- 
tion of gain that he formerly paid his resjiects 
lo him, contrary to the commands of Tibe- 
rius, lUir did lie now do any thing relating 
to him out of regard to his own advantage, 
and in order ro receive any thing from him ; 
that the gifts he had already bestow'ed upon 
him were great, and beyond the hopes of even 
a craving man ; for, although they may be 
beneath thy power [who art the donor] yet 
are they greater than niy inclination and dig- 
nity, \vho am the receiver; — and, as Caius 
was astonished at Agrippa’s inclinations, and 
still the more pressed him to make his request 
for somewhat which he might gratify him 
with, Agrippa replied, “ Since thou, O my 
Lord, declarest such is thy readiness to 
that 1 am wortliy of tliy gifts, I will ask no- 

J Thisbi'l •ivionrof(''aiuit<) Affrippa, is\rry like tlial 
of lleuvl Ar.iipas, his uncU', to Hentdios, Agrippa’i mj» 
U'l, about John the UapUsU Matt, xiv 
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thing relating to my own felicity ; for what 
thou hast already bestowed on me has made 
me excel therein ; but I desire somewhat 
which may make thee glorious for piety, and 
render the Divinity assistant to thy designs, 
and mjiy be for an honour to me among those 
that inquire about it, as showing that I never 
once fail of obtiur-ing what I desire of thee ; 
for my petition is this, that thou wilt no 
onger think of the dedication of that sta- 
tue which thou hast ordered to be set up in 
the Jew ish temple by Petronius.” 

8. And tiius did Agrippa venture to cast 
the die upon this occcasion, so great was the 
ailair in his oj)inion, and in reality, though he 
knew how dangerous a thing it was so to 
speak ; for, had not Cains approved it, it had 
tended to no less than the loss of his life, i 
So Cains, who was mightily taken with 
Agrippa’s obliging behavio\ir, and on other 
accounts thinking it a dishonourable thing to ' 
be guilty of falsehood before so mu ty wit- 
nesses, in points wherein he had with such, 
alacrity forced Agrippa to hecomea petitioner, , 
and that it would look as if he had already 
repented of what he had said, and because he 
greatly admired Agrippa’s virtue, in not de- 
him at all to graent his own domi- 
nions, either with larger revenues, or other au- 
tlioriiy, but took care of the public tranquillity, 
of the laws, and of the Divinity itself, he grant- 
id him uJiat he requested. He also wrote thus 
to Petronius, commending him for his asseni- 
hiing his army, and then consulting him a- 
bout these allairs. “ If, therefore,” stu’d he, 
“ thou hast already erected my statue, let it 
stand ; hut if thou hast not yet dedicated it, do 
not trouble tiiyself farther about it, but dismiss 
thy army, go back, and take care of those 
alfairs whicli 1 sent thee about at first, for I 
have now no occasion for the erection of that 
statue. This 1 have granted as a favour to 


thee to become thy own judge, and to consider 
w'liat thou art to do, now thou art under rny 
displeasure ; fur I will make thee aii example 
to the present and to all future ages, that they 
may not dare to contradict the commands of 
their emperor.** 

9. This was the epistle which Caius wrote 
to IVtroniiis ; but Petronius did not receive 
it w hile Caius was alive, that ship which carri- 
ed it sailed so slow, the other letters came to 
Petronius before this, by which he understood 
that Caius was dead ; for God would not 
forget the dangers Petronius had undertaken 
on account of the Jews, and of his own 
honour. But when he had taken Caius away, 
out of his indignation of wdiat he had so in- 
solently attempted, in assuming to himselt 
divine worship, both Rome and all that do- 
minion conspired with Petronius, especially 
those that were of the senatorian order, to 
give Caius his due reward, because he had 
I been unmercifully severe to them ; for he died 
not long after he had writleii to Petronius 
that epistle which tJireatened Iiim with deat/i. 

I But as for the occasion of his death, and tlie 
• nature of the plot against him, 1 shall relate 
I them in the progress of this narration. Now, 
that epistle which informed Petionius ol 
Caius’s death came first; and a little afterward 
icame that which commanded him to kill him- 
, self with his oi\n hands. Whereii]joii he re- 
joiced at this coincidence as to tlie death ol 
I Caius, and admired (ioil's providence, who, 
without the least delay, and imiuediatly, gave 
.him a reward for the regard he had to the 
. temple, and the assistance he aUbrtled the Jew s 
jfor avoiding tlie dangers they were in. And 
jby this means Petronius escaped that daugei 
Jof death which he could not foresL.e. 

i 


Agrippa, a man whom 1 honour so very great- ! C’ll AP rEK 1 

ly, that 1 am not able to contradict what iie - 

would have, or what lie desired me to do for what bkfkm. Tin: Ji:ws TJIAT vvfuk in Haby 


him.” And this was what Caius wrote to LUN o.v occasion or asinkfs and A.MI-Ki’S, 


Petronius, which was before he received his two itJtimiuiiN. 


letter, informing him iJiat tlie Jew's were veay 

ready to revolt about this statue, and that § 1. A VF.itY sad calamity now befell die 
they seeiiu d resolved to threaten war against Jews that were in Mesopotamia, and Cipeeialiy 
the Uomans, and nothing el.se. When there- j those that dwelt in Babylonia. Inferior it 
fore Caius was much displea.sed that any at- j was to none of the calamities which had gone 
tempt should be made against his government, ; before, and came together w ith a great slaugh- 
as he was a slave to base and vicious actions 'fer of them, and that greater than any upon 
on all occasions, and had no regard to what record before; concerning all whicli J sliall 
was virtuous and honourable, and against speak more accurately, and shall ex[dain die 
whomsoever he resolved to show his anger, occasions whence these miseries came upon 
and that for any cause whatsoever, he sufl'er- them. There was a city of Babylonia calU'd 
cd not himself to he restniineil by any admoni- Neerda ; not only a very populous one, but 
tion, but thought the indulging his anger to one that had a good and large territory about 
be a real pleasure, lie wrote thus to Petronius : it; and, be.sides its other advantages, full of 
‘Seeing thou csteeniest the jiresenls made mien also. It was, besides, not easily to be 
thee by the Jews to be of greater value than assaulted l)y enemies, from the river Euphrates 
my commands, and art grown insolent enough encompassing it all round, and from the walls 
to be subservient to their |h-asure, 1 charge tliat were built about it, There was also the 
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city Nisibis, situate on the same current of the 
river. For which reason the Jews, depending 
on tlie natural strength of these places, de- 
posited in them tliat half shekel which every 
one, by the custom of our country, oilers 
unto God, as well as they did other things de- 
voted to him; for they made use of these 
cities as a treasury, wlience, at a proper time, 
they were transmitted to Jerusalem ; and 
many ten thousand men undertook the carriage 
of those donations, out of fear of the ravages 
of the Parthians, to whom the Babylonians 
were then subject. Now, there were tw'O 
men, Asineus and Anilcus, of the city Necrda 
by birth, and brethren to one another. They 
w'erc destitute of a father ; and their mother 
put them to learn tlieartof weaving curtains, 
it not being esteemed a disgrace among them 
for men to be weavers of cloth. Now, he 
that taught them that art, and was set over 
them, com])lained that they came too late to 
their work, and punished them with stripes; 
l)iit ll)ey took tliis just ])unishmcnt as an 
alfront, and carried o//'alJ the weapons which 
were kept in that house, which were not a 
few, and went into a certain place where tvas 
partition of the rivers, and was a place na- 
turally very fit for the feeding of cattle, and 
for i)rcserving such fi uits as were usujdly laid 
up against u inter. Tlic poorest sort of the 
young men also resorted to thcfn, whom they 
armed with the weapons they had gotten, and 
became their captains ; and nothing hindred 
them frt'in being their leaders into mischief; 
for, as soon as they were become invincible, 
and had built them a citadel, they sent to 
such as fed cattle, and ordered them to pay 
them sti much tribute out of them as might 
be sullicieiit for their n;aintenance, proposin. 
also ihat th >• would be their friends, if they 
would submit to them, and that they would de- 
fend them from all their other enemies on 
every side ; but that they would kill the cattle 
of those that rcfiistd to obey them. So they 
hearkened to their proposals (for they could 
do nothing else), ai d sent them as many sheep 
as w'cre re(|uired ol them ; whereby their for- 
ces grew greater, and they became lords over 
all they pleased, because they marched sud- 
denly, and did them a mischief, insomuch that 
every body who had to do w-ith them chose 
to pay them rcspe« t ; and they became formi- 
dable to such as came to assault them, till tlie 
report about then* came to the cars of the 
king of Parthia himself. 

2. But when the governor of Babylonia 
understood this, and had a mind to put a stop 
to them before they grew greater, and before 
greater mischiefs should arise from them, he 
got together as great an army as be could, 
both of Parthians and Babylonians, and march-. 
txl against them, thinking fo attack tJiem and 
destroy them before any one sbouid carry them 
the news that he had got an army together. 
He then encamped at a lake, and lay still; 
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but on the next day (it was the Sahlxith, w hich 
is among the Jews a day of rest from all sorts 
of w'ork) he supposed that the enemy would 
not dare to fight him thereon, but that he 
would take them and carry them away prison- 
ers, without fighting. He therefore proceed- 
ed gradually, and thought to fall upon them 
on the sudden. Now Asineus was sitting 
with the rest, and their weapons lay by them ; 

pon which he said, “ Sirs, I hear a neighing 
of horses; not of such as arc feeding, but 
such as have men on their backs ; 1 also bear 
such a noise of their bridles, that I am afraid 
that some enemies are coming upon us to en- 
compass us round. However, let somebody 
o (o look about, and make • report of what 
reality there is in the present state of things; 
rmd may what I have said prove a false a- 
larm !*’ And w hen he had said this, some of 
them went out to spy out what w’as the mat- 
ter ; and they came again immediately, and 
said to him, that “ neither hast thou been 
mistaken in (eIJing us wh it our enemies were 
doing, nor will those enemies permit us fo 
)e injurious to people any longer. We are 
caught by their intrigues like brute beasts, 
and there is a large body of cavalry marching 
upon us, while we are destitute of hands to 
<lefend ourselves withal, because we are re- 
strained from doing it by the prohibition of 
our law, wliich obliges ns to rest [on this 
day].’* But Asineus did not by any means 
agree with the opinion of his spy as to what 
w-as to he done, hut thought it more agreeable 
to the law to pluck up their spirits in this ne- 
cessity they were fallen into, and break their 
law by avenging themselves, although they 
should die in the action, than by doing no- 
thing to please their enemies in submitting to 
be slain by them. Accordingly, he took up 
his weapons, and infused courage into those 
that were with him, to act as courageously as 
himself. So they fell upon their enemies, 
and slew a great many of them, because they 
despised them, and i.imc as to a certain vic- 
tory, and put the rest to flight. 

3. But w'lien the news of this fight came 
to the king of Parthia, he was surprised at 
the boldness of these brethren, and was desir- 
ous to see them, and speak with them. He 
therefore sent the most trusty of all his guard* 
to say thus to them : — “ That king Artaba- 
mis, although he had been unjustly treated 
by you, who have m.^de an attempt against 
his government, yet hath he more regard 
to your courageous behaviour than to the 
anger he bears to you, and hath sent me to 
give you his right hand \ and security ; and 

• ’£rfrr) 7 x«r»i* is here, and in very many other places 
of Josephus, “ iiniiuHiiatcly at hand/’and is to be so 
expounded, 2 Tficss. ii, 2, when some falsely pretended 
that St, Paul had said, either by word of month or by 
an epistle, (jr by Ix)lh, “ that the day of Christ w:is im- 
inedtatcly at hand for still St. Paul did then plainly 
think that day not very m.any years future. 

+ The joining of the right hands was esteemed anrong 
the Persians [atul Paiihiaus] in varticubir, a most mviol- 
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lie permits you to come to him safely, and 
without any violence upon the road, and he 
wants to have you address yourselves to him 
as friends, without nieaniiif^ any guile or de- 
ceit to you. He also promises to make you 
presents, and to pay you those respects which 
will make an addition of his power to your 
courage, and thereby be of advantage to you.” 
Yet did Asiiieus himself put off his journey 
thither, but sent his brother Anileus with all 
such presents as he could procure. So he 
went, and was admitted to the king’s jire- 
sence; and when Artahanus saw Anileus coin- 
ing alone, he inquired into the reason why 
Asineus avoided to come along with him ; 
and when he understood that he was afraid, 
and staid by the lake, he took an oath, by the 
gods of his country, that he would do (hem 
no harm, if they came to him upon the assur- 
ances lie gave them, and gave him his right 
hand.* This is of the greatest force there 
with all these barbarians, and allbrds a firm 
security to those who converse with them; for 
none t)f them .ill deceive you when omrethey 
have gi^ their right hands, nor will anv 

one doubt their fidelity, when that is once 
given, even though they were before suspect- 
ed of injustice. When Arlabanns Iiad done 
this, he sent away Anileus to persuade his 
brother to come to him. Now this the king 
did, because he wanted to curb his own go- 
vernors of provinces by the courage of these 
Jewish brethren, lest (hey should make a 
league with them ; for they were ready for i 
revolt, and were disposed to rebel, h.ul they 
been sent on an expedition against them. He 
was also afraid, lest when he was engaged in 
a war, in order to subdue those governors of 
provinces that had revolted, the party ot Asi- 
neus and those in llabylonia should be aug- 
mented, and either make war upon him when 
they should hear of that revolt, or, if they 
should be disaj)i)ointe(l in that case, they 
would not fail of doing farther mischief to 
him. 

4. When the king had these intentions, he 
sent away Anileus; and Anileus prevailed on 
his brother [to come to the king], when he 
had related to him the king’s good-will, and 
the oath tliat he had taken. Accordingly they 
made haste to go to Artahanus, who receiverl 
them, wlnm they were come, with pleasure, 
and admired Asincus’s courage in the actions 
be had done, and this because be was a little 
man to see to, and at first sight appeared con- 
temptible also, and such as one might deem a 
person of no value at all. He also said to 
liis friends, how, upon the comparison, he 
showed his soul to be, in all resjiects, superior 
to his body ; and when, as they were drinking 
together, he once showed Asineus to Abdaga- 

able obligation to fkiclity, as Dr. Iliuison here observes, 
and refers to the eorntTientary on .Justin, b. xi, eb. xv, 
for its confirmatiori. U . oftt n niec't \\iiii the like use 
rjf it in Josephus. 

* ipce the above note. 
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ses, one of the generals of his army, and told 
him his name, and described the great cour- 
age he w'as of in war, and Abdagases had de- 
sired leave to kill him, and thereby to indict 
upon him a punishnient for those injuries he 
had done to the Parthian government, the 
king replied, “ 1 will never give thee leave to 
kill a man who hath depended on my faith, 
especially not after I have sent him my right 
hand, and endeavoured to gain his belief by 
oaths m.aile by the gods. But, if thou beest 
a truly warlike man, thou standest not in need 
of my perjury. Go thou then, and avenge 
the Parthian government; attack this man, 
when he is returned back, and conquer him 
by the forces that arc under thy command, 
without my privity.” Ifereupon the king 
called for Asineii.s, and said to him, “ It is 
time for thee, O thou young rnarj ! to return 
homo, and nf)t provoke the indignation of rny 
gunerals in this place any farther, lest they 
attempt to murder thee, and that without toy 
approbation. I commit to thee the country 
of Babylonia in tiu*.t, that it may, by thy 
care, be preserved tree from robbers, and from 
I other mischiefs. 1 have kej)! my faith inviol- 
.able to thee, and that not iti trifling afiairs, 

I but in those that concerned thy safety, and do 
ercforc deserve thou shouldst be kind to 
line.” When be had said this, and given 
Asineus some presents, he sent him away im- 
mediately , who, when he was come home, 

I built foi tresses, and became great in a little 
lime, and managed things with such courage 
j and success, as no other person, that bad no 
{higher a beginning, ever did before him. 
'I'hose Parthian governors :#so, who were sent 
that way, paid him great n speet ; and the 
honour that was paid iiim by the Bahylonians 
seemed to them too small, and beneath his 
! deserts, although he w ere In no small dignity 
and power there ; nay, indeed, all the afiairs 
of Mesopotamia depende<l upon him; and lie 
: move and more flunrislied in this happy con- 
jdition of his for fifteen years. 

“ But as their afiairs were in so flourisli- 
! ing a state, tliere sjnang uj) a calamity among 
’them on the following occasion. "When once 
they had deviated from that course of virtue 
'whereby they had gairnd so great power, 
they aflronled aiul transgressed the laws of 
their forefathers, and fell under the domi- 
nion of their lusts and pleasures. A certain 
Parthian, who came as giiieral of an army 
into timse j>arts, had a wife following him, 

I who had a vast reputation for other accom- 
plishments, and jiarticnlarly was admired 
above all other women for her beauty. Ani- 
leus, the brother of Asineus, either heard of 
that her beauty from others, or perhaps saw 
her himself also, and so became at once her 
lover and her enemy; partly because he could 
not hope to enjoy tliis woman but by obtain- 
ing power over her as n captive, and partly 
because he thought he could not conquer hi** 
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inclinations for her. As soon, therefore, as 
her husband had been declared an enemy to 
them, and was fallen in the battle, the widow 
of tlie deceased was married to this her lover. 
However, this woman did not come into 
their house without producing great misfor- 
tunes, both to Anileus himself, and to Asi- 
ntms also ; but brought great mischiefs upon 
lliera on (he occasion following. Since she 
was led away captive, on the death of her 
husband, she concealed the images of those 
gods which were their country gods, common 
to her husband and to herself: now it is the 
custom * of that country for all to Irave tfie 
idols they worship in their own houses, and 
to carry them along with them when they go 
Into a foreign laud ; agreeably to which cus- 
tom of the' shi ■ .-(1 Ik idols ith In 
Now, at first she performed her vvt)rship to 
tliem privaleiy, but when slie was become 

Aniloi. ed wife, .„.v. ,,.,.shi,.,,ed the... 

in her accustomed manner, and with the same 
appointed ceremonies which she used in her 
former husband’s days ; upon which their 
most esteemed friends blamed liiin at first, 
that he did not art after the manner of the 
Hebrews, nor [lerfonn wh.it was agreeable to 
their laws, in nnirrying a foreign wife, and 
one that transgressed U».‘ accurate appoint- 
ments of their sacrifices ami religious cere* 
monies ; that he ought to consider, lest by 
allowing himself in n-aiiy pleasures of the 
body, he might lose his principality, on ac- 
count of the beauty of a wife, and that high 
authority which, by God’s bkssing, he had 
arrived at. But when they prevailed not at 
all upon him, he slew one of them for whom 
ne had the greatest respect, because of the 
liberty he took witli him ; who, when he was 
liying, out regard to the laws, imprecated 
a punisliuieiit upon his murderer Anileus, 
and upon Asineus also, and that all their com- 
panions might come to a like eml from their 
enemies ; upon the two first as the principa’ 
actors of this wickedness, and upon the res. 
as those that would not assist him when he 
suftered in the defence of their laws. Now 
these latter were sorely grieved, yet did they 
tolerate these doings, because they reniein 
bered that they h.id arrived at their presen 
liappy state by no other means than tliei. 
fortitude. But uhen they also heard of the 
worshij) of those gods wlioin the Parthian; 
adore, they thou^^it the injury that AnileuL 
offered to tlieir laws was to be hurne no long- 
er ; and a greater number of them came to 
Asineus, and loudly complained of Anileus, 
and told him, that it had been well that he 
had of himself seen what was advantageous 

* This custom of the Mesopotamians to carry thcii 
household. gods along with them wherever they travel 
led, is a.s old as the days of Jacob, when Rachel his wlfi 
did the same ((ien. xxxi, 19, 3'.; — T/j) ; nor is it to pas 
here unobserved, what great miseries came on thcsi. 
Jews, because they siUTered one of ilieir leaders to mar 
Idolatrous wife, contrar . rh.e law of Moses. O 
Which iiuitter see the note on h. \ix. eh v sei>b 3. 
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to them ; but that, however, it was now high 
time to correct what had been done amiss, 
before the crime that had been committed 
proved the ruin of himself and all the rest of 
them. They added, that the marriage of this 
woman was made without their consent, and 
without a regard to tlieir old laws; and that 
the w'orship which this woman paid [to her 
5ods] was a reproach to the God whom they 
■orshipped. Now Asineus was sensible of 
Ills brother’s offence, that it had been already 
he cause of great mischiefs, and would be so 
or the time to come ; yet did he tolerate the 
;amc from the good-will he had to so near a 
■elation, and forgiving it to him, on account 
hat his brother was quite overborne by his 
icked inclinations. But. as more and more 
ill came about him every day, and the cla- 
ours about it became greater, he at length 
puke to Anileus about these clamours, re 
moving him for his former actions, and de- 
iring him for the future to leave them oil, 
and send the woman back to her relations. 
But nothing was gained by these reproofs ; 
lor, as the woman ])erccive(l what a tumuli 
was made among the peojile on her account, 
iind was afraid for Anileus, lest he sliould 
come to any harm for his love to her, she in- 
led poison into Asineus’s food, and thereby 
took him off, and was now secure of prevail- 
j, when her lover was to be judge of what 
should be done tibout her. 

(j. So Anileus took the government upon 
himself alone, and led his army against the 
lages of Mithrldates, who was a man of 
principal authority in Parthia, and had mar- 
ried king Art.abamis’s daughter ; he also plun- 
dered them, and among that prey w:is fbund 
much money, and many slaves, as also a great 
number of sheep, and many other things, 
which, when gained, make men’s condition 
haiipy. Now, when Mithridates, who was 
th.eie at this time, heard that his villages were 
taken, he was very much displeased to find 
that Anileus had lii.si begun to injure him, 
and to affront him in his present dignity, 
when he had not olfered any injury to liim be- 
forehand ; and he got together the greatest 
body of horsemen he was able, and those out 
of that number which were of an age fit for 
war, and came to figlit Anileus : and w hen 
he was arrived at a certain village of his own, 
he lay still there, as intending to fight him on 
the day following, because it was the Sabbath, 
the day on which the Jews rest. And w'Jicn 
Anileus was informed of tliis by a Syrian 
stranger of another village, w ho not only gave 
him an exact account of other circumstances, 
but told him where Mithridates would have a 
feast, lie took his supper at a proper time, and 
marched by night, with an intent of falling 
upon the Parthians while they were unap- 
prised w'hat they should do ; so he fell upon 
tliem about the fourth watch of the night ; 
and some of them he slew while they were 
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Bsteep, and others he put to flight, and took neiny again by their numbers. But when 
Mithridatos alive, and set him naked upon an they Iiad marched ninety furlongs, while the 
ass,* wliich, among llie Parlhians, is esteemed road had been tbroxjgh dry [and sandy] places, 
the greatest reproach possible. And when and about tlie midst of the day, tliey were be- 
he had brought him into a wood witli such a come very thirsty : and Mithridates appeared, 
resolution, and his friends desired him to kill and fell upon them, as they W'ere in distress 
Mithridates, he soon told them his own mind for want of water, on which account, anti on 
to the contrary, and said, that it was not right .account of the lime of the day, they were not 
to kill a man who was of one of the principal able to bear their wi ajions. So Anileus and 
families among the I*artliians, and greatly his men were put to an ignominious rout, 
honoured with matching into the royal fami- while men in despair were to attack those that 
ly ; that so far as they had hitherto gone was fresh, and in good plight; so a great 

tolerable; for although they had injured Mi-, slaughter was made, and many ten thousand 
tlnidates, yet if they preserved his life, this men fell. Now Anileus, and all that stood 
bcMiefit would be remembered by him to the Arm about bin), ran away, as fast as they weio 
advantage of those (bat gave it him ; but that able, into a wood, and afl’orded INIilhridates 
if he svere once put to death, the king would the pleasure of having g.ained a great victory 
not bo at rest till he had made a great slaugh- over them. But there now c.ime in to Ani- 
ter of tl;e Jews that dwelt at Babylon; “ to leus a conflux of bad men, who regarded their 
whose safety we ought to Iiave a rc'gard, both own lives very little, if they might but gain 
on account of our relation to them, and he- present case, insomuch that they, by 

cause, if any misfortune befall us, we have no 1 thus coming to him, compensated the nuilfi- 
other place to retire to, since he hath gotten ; tude of those that perished in the fight. Yet 
the flower of their youth under him.” By | were not these tnen like to those that fell, he- 
this thought, and this speech of Iiis made in j cause they were rash, and iinexerciscd in war ; 
council, he penuiaded them to act according- j however, with these he came upon the vil- 
iy ; so Mithridates was let go. But, when • lages of the Babylonians, and a mighty de- 
he was got away, his wife reproached him, ! v.astation of all things was made there by llie 
that allbough be was son-in-law to the king, | injuries that Anileus did them. So the Ba- 
be neglected to avenge himself on those that i bylonians, and those that bad already been in 
had injured him, while he took no care about j the war, sent to Necrda to the Jews there, 
it, but w’as contented to fiave been m.ade a I and demanded Anileus. But, altbougli they 
japtive by tlx; Jews, and to liave escaped j did not .agree (o their demands (for if they 
lliom ; and she bade hiin either to go back ! hud been willing to deliver him up, it was 
like a mari of courage, or else she sware by | not in tlieir power so to do); yet did they de- 
tho gods t)f their royal family, that she would ! sire to make peace w ith them. To whiclj the 
certainly dissolve her marriage with him. j other n plied, tluit they also w'anted to settle 
Upnn wliieb, j)artly because be could not ' conditions of peace with them, and sent n en 
bear the daily trouble of lier taunts, and part- ' together with the Babyionlans, who discours- 
ly because he was afraid of her insoknee, lest * ed with Anileus al)out lliem. But the Baby- 
sbe should in earnest dissi.lvc their marriage, ^ lonians, upon taking a view- of bis situali(jii, 
he unwillingly, and against bis inclinations, ' and having learned wiiere Anileus and his 
got together again as great an army as lie men lay, fell secretly upon lh..m as they were 
could, and ninrehed aloug with them, as him- ' drunk and fallen asleep, and slew' all that they 
self thinking it a tiling not to be borne any ' caught of them, without any fear, and killed 
longer, tluit ho, a Parthian, should owe his Anileus himself also. 

preservation to the Jews, when they h.ad been ’ 8. Tlie Babylonians were now fr^-ed from 

too liard for him in the war. j Anilcus’s heavy incursions, wliich had been a 

7. But as siKin as Anileus understood that great restraint to the effects of that hatred 
Mithridates was marebing w'itb a great army they bore to the Jews: for they were .'dincst 
against him, be thought it too ignominious a always at variance, by reason of the conlrai ie- 
tliing to tarry about the lakes, and not to take ty of their law s ; and w Inch party soever grew 
the first opportunity of meeting his enemies, boldest before the other, tliey assaulted tl»e 
and he hoped to have the same success, and other; and at this time iK particular it was, 
to beat their enemies as they did before ; as that upon the ruin of Anileiis’s party, tb<? 
also he ventured boldly upon the like attempts. Babylonians attacked the Jews, which made 
Accordingly he led out his army; and a , those Jews so vehemently to resent the injii- 
great many more joined themselves to that ries tliey received from the Babylonians, that, 

army, in order to betake themselves to plun- being neither able to fight them, nor bearing 
der the people, and in order to terrify the e- to live with them, they w'ent to Seleucia, the 

principal city of those parts, which w'as built 
krp?iiii)*j5 Selcucus Nicator. It was inhabited by 
V ttieirdc- many of the Macedonians, but by more of the 
not ijufllr : crecians ; not a few of the Syrians also 
i*S j dwelt there; and thither did the Jews fly# 


This custom in Syria ai'ul "Mesopovamia, 
men upon jp ass, by way tlisj'tacc, is still 
Damascus m Syria ; where, in or/p r to shoi 
siilte against the Christians, li.' ' cKs will 
them to hire horses, butasscsonli, ‘vou iltey 
to see the&M/ntry, as ?1r. Mnun in il assures i 
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lived there five years, without any misfortunes. 
But, on the sixth year, a pestilence came 
upon these at Babylon, which occasioned new 
removals of men’s habitations out of that city ; 
and because they came to Selcucia, it happen- 
ed that a still heavier calamity came upon 
them on that account, — which J am i;oing to 
relate immediately. 

9. Now the way of living of the people of 
Selcucia, who were Greeks and Syrians, w'as 
commonly quarrelsome, and full of discords, 
though the Ci reeks were too hard for the Sy- 
rians. When, therefore, the Jews were come 
thither, and dwelt among them, there arose a 
sedition ; and the Syrians were too hard for 
the other, by the assistance of the Jews, who 
are men that despise dangers, and very ready 
to fight upon any occasion. Now, when tlie 
Greeks liad the worst in this sedition, and 
saw that tliey had but one way of recovering 
their former authority, and that was, if they 
could prevent t^ic agreement between the 
Jews and the Syrians, they every one discours- 
ed witli such of the Syrians as were formerly 
their acquaintance, a > k 1 promised they would be 
ftt peace and friendship with tliom. According- 
ly, they gladly agreed so to do ; and when 
this was done by the principal men of both 


nations, they soon agreed to a reconciliation ; 
.ind when they were so agreed, they both 
knew that the great design of such their 
union, would be their comir.on hatred to the 
Jew's. Accordingly they fell upon them, and 
slew about fifty thousand of them; nay, the 
Jews w’cre all destroyed, excepting a few 
who escaped, either !)y the compassion which 
their friends or neighbours afforded them in 
order to let them fly away. ’I’hese retired to 
Ctesiphon, a Grecian city, and situated near 
to Selcucia, where the king [of Parthia] lives 
in winter every year, and where the greatest 
part of his riches are deposited ; ^iit the Jow's 
had here no certain settlement, those of Se- 
leiicia having little concern for the king’s ho- 
nour. Now the whole nation of the Jews 
were in fear both of the Babylonians and of 
llie Seleucians, because all the Syrians that 
live ill those places agreea with the Seleucians 
in the war against the Jew s ; so the most of 
them gathereti themselves together, and went to 
Neerda and Nisibis, and obtained security 
lliere by the strength of those cities; besides 
which, their inliabitants, who were a great 
many, were all warlike men. And this was 
the state of the Jews at this time in Babv- 
lonia. 
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Cr TATSiNG THE INTERVAL OF THREE YEARS AND A HALF. 

FROM THE JEWS’ DEPARTURE OUT OF BABYLON TO FADUS THE 
ROMAN PROCURATOR. 


CHAPTER 1. 


HOW CAIUS* WAS SLAIN BY CHEREA, 


§ 1. Now this Caius f did not demonstrate 
Ills madness in oflcring injurie.s only to the 
Jews at Jerusalem, or to those that dwelt in 
the neighbourhooif, but suffered it to extend 

♦ In this and the next three er.aptm we have, I think, 
a larger and more distinct account of t?ic slaughter of 
(^aiu8, and the succession of C'laudiiis, {hati wc h.ave of 
any such ancient facts whatsoever elsewhere. Some of 
the oecasions of which probably were, Josephus’s bitter 
hatred against tyranny ; anti ihi ].U’asure he took in 
giving ti\e history of the slauglUc’- « f such a barbarous 
tyrant as was this Caius Caligida, as abo the deliverance 
his own nation had by thid siaufLter, f'f which he 
speaks, sect. 2, together with Ihcj'ir.ti intnnacy he had 
with Agrippn, junior, whose In. va.s deeply coneeriii.'ci 
in the adviiiiceinent of Clautlius, upon the death of 
t aius; from which Agrippa, juni»>r, Josepluis might be 
tully informed of this hlstorv. i 

+ Called CaHgtthi by the Romans 


itself through all the earth and sea, so far as 
was in subjection to the Romans, and filled it 
with ten thousand mischiefs ; so many indeed 
in number as no former history i elates. But 
Rome itself felt the most dismal clfccts of 
what ho did, whil-e he doomed that not to be 
any way mure honourable tfian the rest of the 
cities; but he pulled and hauled its other ci- 
tizens, but especially the senate, and particu- 
larly the nobility, and such as had been dig- 
nified by illustrious ancestors ; be also had 
ton thousand devices against such of the 
equestrian order, as it was styled, who were 
esteemed by the citizens equal in digni- 
ty and wealth with the senators, because 
out of them the senators were themselves 
chosen ; these he treated after an ignomini- 
ous manner, and removed them out of his 
way while they were at once slain, and their 
‘2 K 



BOOK XIX. 


610 ANTIQUITIES 

wealth plundered; because be slew men ge- 
nerally, in order to seize on their riches. He 
also asserted his own divinity, and insisted on 
greater honours to be paid him by his sub- 
jects than are due to mankind. He also fre- 
quented that temple of Jupiter which they 
style the Capitol, which is with them the most 
holy of all temples, and had boldness enough 
to call himself the brother of Jupiter. And 
other pranks he did like a madman ; as when 
he laid a bridge from the city Diccarchia, 
which belongs to Campania, to Miscruim, 
another city upon the sea-side, from one pro- 
montory to ^another, of the length of thirty 
furlongs, as measured over the sea. And 
this was done, because he esteemed it to be a ! 
most tedious thing to row over in a small j 
ship, and thought withal that it became him i 
to make that bridge, as he was lord of the 
sea, and miglit oblige it to give marks of obe- 
dience as well as tl:e earth ; so he enclosed 
the whole bay within liis bridge, and drove his I 
chariot over it ; and thought, that as he wasaj 
god, it was fit for him to travel over such | 
roads as this was. Nor did he alistain from | 
the plunder of any of the Grecian temples, | 
and gave order that all the engravings and j 
sculptures, and the rest of the ornaments of 
the statues and donations therein dedicated, 
should be brought to him, saying, that the 
best things ought to be set nowhere but in 
the best place, and that the city of Home was 
that best place. He also adorned his own 
house and his gardens with the curiosities 
brought from those temples, together with the 
houses helay at when he travelled all over Italy ; 
whence he did not scruple to give a command, 
that the statue of Jupiter Olympius, so called 
because he was honoured at the Olympian 
games by the Greeks, which was the work of 
Phidias the Athenian, should be brought to 
Rome. Yet did not he compass his end, be- 
cause the architects told Meinmius Rcguliis, 
who was commanded to remove that statue of 
Jupiter, that the w'orkmanship was such as 
would be spoiled, and w'ould not hear the re- 
moval. It was also reported that IMeimuius, 
both on that account, and on account of some 
such mighty prodigies as arc of an incredible 
nature, put olF the taking it down, and wrote 
to Caius those accounts, as his apology for 
not having done what his epistle required of 
him ; and that when he was thence in danger 
of perishing, he was saved by Caius being 
dead liimseJf, before he had put him to death. 

2. Nay, Caius’s madness came to this 
height, that when he had a daughter born, he 
carried her into the capitol, and put her upon 
the knees of the statue, and said that the ciiild 
was common to him and to Jupiter, and de- 
termined that she had two fathers,— —but which 
of these fathers were the greatest, he left un- 
determined ; and yet manVind bore him in I 
such his pranks. Ho also gave leave to slaves 
to accuse their masters of an v crimes wliatso-i 
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ever they pleased ; for all such accusations 
were terrible, because they w'erc in great part 
made to please him, and at his suggestion, 
insomuch that Pollux, Cladius*s slave, had 
the boldness to lay an accusation against 
Cladius himself ; and Caius was not ashamed 
to be present at his trial of life and death, to 
hear tliat trial of his own uncle, in hopes of 
being able to take him off, although he did 
not succeed to his mind : hut w hen he had 
filled the whole habitable world which he go- 
verned, with false accusations and miseries, 
and had occasioned the greatest insults of 
slaves against their masters, who indeed, in a 
great measure, ruled them, there were many 
secret plots now laid against him ; some in 
anger, and in order for men to revenge them- 
selves, on account of the miseries they had al- 
ready undergone from him; and others made 
attoAipts upon him, in order to take him off 
beforethey should fall into such great miseries, 
while his death came very fortunately for the 
preservation of tlie laws of all men, and had 
a great influence upon the public welfare • 
and this happened most happily for our nation 
in particular, which had almost utterly perish- 
ed if lie had not been suddenly slair ; and 1 
confess I have a mind to give a full account 
of this matter particularly, because it w ill af- 
ford great assurance of the power of God, and 
great comfort to those that arc under afllic- 
tions, and wise caution to tliose who thinlf 
their happiness will never end, nor bring llicir. 
at length to the most lasting miseries, if they 
do not conduct their lives by the principles 
of virtue. 

,‘3. Now there were three several conspiracies 
made, in order to take of}’ Caius, and each of 
these three were conducted by excellent p»‘r- 
sons. Emilius Regulus, born at Corduba in 
Spain, got some men together, and was de- 
sirous to take Caius off, either bj them or by 
himself. Another conspiracy there w'as laid 
by them, under the conduct of Cherea Cassius, 
the tribune [of the prelorian baud] ; IMimici- 
anus Annins was also one of great conse- 
quence among those that were prepared to 
oppose his tyranny. Now llie several occasions 
of these men’s several hatred and conspiracy 
against Caius were these: — Jlegulus had in- 
dignation and hatred against all injustice, for 
he had a mind naturally angry, and bold, 
and free, which made hiy not conceal his 
counsels; so he communicated them to many 
of his friumla, and to others wlio seemed to 
him persons of activity and vigour; Munici- 
anus entered into this conspiracy, because of 
the injustice done to Lepidus bis particular 
friend, and one of the best character of all the 
citizens, whom Caius had slain, as also be- 
cause he was afraid of himself, since Caius’s 
wrath tended to the slaughter of all alike ; 
and for Cherea, he came in, beacusc he 
thought it a deed worthy of a free ingenuous 
man to kill Caius, and was ashamed of the ro- 
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proachcs he lay under from Caius, as though 
he were a coward ; as also because he was 
himself in danger every day from his friend- 
ship with him, and the observance he paid 
him. These men proposed this attempt to all 
tlie rest that were concerned, who saw the in- 
juries tliat were oflered them, and were de- 
sirous that Caiiis*s slaughter might succeed 
by tlieir mutual assistance of one another, 
that they might themselves escape being killed 
by the taking olF Caius ; that perhaps they 
should gain their point, and that it would be 
a happy thing if they should gain it, to ap- 
prove themselves to so many excellent per- 
sons as earnestly wished to be partakers with 
them in tlieir design, for the delivery of the 
eity and of’ the government, even at the ha-, 
zard of their own lives*; but still Cherea was 
the most zealous of them all, both out of a 
desire of gettyig himself the greatest name, 
and also by reason of his access to Caius’s 
presence vvitli less danger, because be was 
tribune, and could therefore the move easily 
kill him. 

4. Now, at this time came on the horse- 
races [( 'ireensian games ) ; the view of which 
games was eagerly desired by the people of 
Rome, fu' they come with great alacrity into 
the hip- odrome [circus] at such times, and 
petition their emperors, in great multitudes, 
for wlial they stand in need of ; who usually 
did not think fit to deny ♦hem tlieir requests, 
hut readily and gratefully granted them. Ac- 
ccM'dingly they most importunately desired 
that Caius would i:.)\v ease tliem in their tri- 
Initi-s, and abate somewhat of the rigour of 
die taxes imposed upon them ; hut he would 
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niuurs inci eased, lie sent soldiers, some one 
uayaid some another, and gave order that 
tiu y should lay hold on those that made the 
clamours, and without any more ado, briiii 
th.an out and put them to death. These wen 
Caius’s coniinainls, ..rul those who were com- 
manded execiifed the same; and the nuinher 
of those who were slain on this occasion was 
\ery great. Now the people saw this, aiii 
bore it so far, that they left oil’ clamouring 
liccause they saw with their ovvn eyes, that 
this petition to be relieved, as to the payment 
of tlieir money, brought immediate death up- 
on them. These things madi- Cheiea more 
resolute to go on with his plo., in order to 
jnit an end to this Barbarity of C.iius against 
men. He then, at several times, thought to 
fall upon Caius as he was feasting, yet did j 
he restrain himself by some considerations; * 
not that he had any doubt on him about kill- 
ing him, but as watching for a proper season, 
that the attempt might not be frustrated, but 
that he might give the blow so as might cer- 
lainly gain his jiurpose, 

5. Cherea had been in the army a long 
time, yet was he not pleased vvitli conversing 
*o much with Caius ; l.’ut Caius had s«t him 


'o require the tributos, and other dues, which, 
rhen not paid in due time, were forfeited to 
Caesar’s treasury ; and he had made some de- 
cays in requiring them, because those burdens 
;iad been doubled ; and had rather indulged his 
own mild disposition than performed Caius’s 
command ; nay, indeed, he provoked Caius 
:o anger by liis sparing men, and pitying the 
liard fortunes of those from whom he de- 
manded the taxes; and Caius upbraided him 
with his sloth and efl’eininacy in being so long 
about collecting the taxes ; and indeed he did 
lot only allVont liirn in other respects, but wdien 
1C gave him the watch -word of. the day, to 
whom it was to be given by bis place, he 
rave him feminine words, and those of a na- 
ure very reproachful ; and these watch-words 
le gave out, as having been initiated in the 
secrets of certain mysteries, which be had 
jccn himself the author of. Now, although 
lie had sometimes put on women’s clothes, 
and hatl been wrapt in some embroidered 
garments to them belonging, and done a great 
many other things in oriler to make the com- 
pany mistake him for a woman ; yet ilid he, 
by w'ay pf reproach, object the like womanish 
behaviour to Chorea. But when Cherea re- 
ceived the watch- word from him, he had in- 
dignation at it, but had greater indignation 
at the delivery of it to others, as being laugh- 
ed at by those that received it ; insomuch 
that his fellow-tribunes made him the subject 
of tlieir drollery ; for they would forctel tlia't 
he would bring them some of bis usual watch 
words when he was about to take the watch- 
word from C»sar, and would ihervby make 
him ridiculous; on wliich account he took 
the cou of ?rs to 

him, as having just reasons for his indigna- 
tion against Caius. Now there was one I’om- 
pedius, a senator, and one who had gone 
through almost all p» -.ts in the government, 
hut otherwise an Epicurean, and for that rea- 
son loved to lead an inactive life. Now 'I'i- 
niidius, an enemy of his, had informed Cains 
that he had used ind •cent rcproaclies against 
him, and he made use of Qiiiiitilia for a wit- 
ness to them : a woman she was much be- 
loved by many that fre(|uented the theatre, 
and particularly by Pompediiis, on account 
of her great beauty. Now this woman 
thought it a horrible thing to attest to an 
j accusation t'hat touched the life of her lover, 
uhicii was also a lie. Timidiiis, however, 
wanted to have her brouglit to the tortiue. 
Caius was irrita»ed at this reproach upon 
him, and commanded Chorea, without any 
delay, to torture Quintilia, as be used to cm 
ploy Cherea in such bloody matters, and those 
that required the torture, because be thought 
lie would do it the more barbarously, in order 
to avoid that imputation of efleminacy which 
he bad laid upon him. But Quintilia, when 
slie WUH brought to the rack, trod upon the 
foot of one of her associates, and let him 
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know that he might be of good courage, and 
not be afraid of the consequence of her tor- 
tures, for that she would bear them with 
magnanimity. Cherea tortured this woman 
after a cruel manner ; unwillingly indeed, 
but because he could not help it. He then 
brought her, without being in the least moved 
at what she had suffered, into the presence of 
Caius, and that in such a state as was sad to 
behold ; and Caius, being somewhat affected 
witli the sight of Quintilia, who had her body 
miserably disordered by the pains she had 
undergune, freed both her and Pompedius of 
the crime laid to their charge. He also gave 
her money to make her an honourable amends, 
and comfort her for that maiming of her body 
which she had suffered, and for lier glorious 
patience under such uiisuflerahle torments. 

6. This matter sorely grieved Cherea, as 
having been the cause, as far as he could, or 
the instrument, of those miseries to men, 
which seemed w orthy of consolation to Caius 
himScIf j on whieli account he said to Clement 
and to J’apinius (of wlioin Clement was ge- 
neral of the army, and Papinius vvasa tribune): 
“ To be sure, O Clement, we nave no w ay failed 
in our guarding the emperor; f<tr as to those 
that ha\e made conspiracies against his go* 
vernment, some have been slain by our care 
and pains, and some have been by ns tortured, 
and this to such a degree, that lie hath him- 
self pitied them. How great tlieii is oiir vir- 
tue in submitting to conduct his armies!” 
Clement held his peace, but showed the shame 
he was under in obeying Caius’s orders, both 
by his eyes and his blushing countenance, while 
he thought it by no nieAns right to accuse the 
emperor in express words, lest their own safe- 
y should be endangered* lliercby. Upon 
which Clierea took courage, and spake to him 
without fear of the dangers that were before 
him, and discoursed largely of the sore ca- 
lamities under which the city and the go\erii- 
ment then laboured, and said, “ We may in- 
deed pretend in words, that Caius is the per- 
son unto whom the cause of such miseries 
ought to be imputed ; but, in the opinion of 
such as are able to judge uprightly, it is I, O 
Clement! and this Papinius, and before us 
thou th) self, who bring these tortures upon 
the Romans, and upon all mankind. It is 
not done by our being subservient to the com- 
mands of Caius, but it is done by our own 
consent; for whereas it is in our power to, 
put an end to the life of this man, w ho hath i 
so terribly injured the citizens and his sub- ; 
iects, we are his guard in miscliief and his 
executioners, instead of his soldiers, and are 
the instruments of his cruelty. We bear 
tfiese weapons, not for our liberty, not for the 
Roman government, but only for his preser- 
vation, who hath enslaved both their bodies 
and their minds; and wc every day pol- 
luted with the blood that we shod, and the 
tormerfs wc inflict upon others; and this we 


, do, till somebody becomes Caius’s instrument 
I in bringing the like miseries upon ourselves. 
Nor does he thus employ us, because he hath 
a kindness for us, but rather because he hath 
a suspicion of us, as also because, when abun. 
dance more have been killed (for Caius will 
set no bounds to his wrath, since he aims to 
do all, not out of regard to justice, but to his 
ow'n pleasure), we shall also ourselves be ex- 
posed to his cruelty ; whereas w'e ought to be 
the means of confirming the security and li- 
berty of all, and at the same time to resolve 
to free ourselves from dangers. 

7. Hereupon Clement openly commended 
Chcrea’s intentions, but bade him hold his 
tongue ; for in that case his w ords should get 
out among many, and such things should he 
spread abroad as were fit to be concealed, the 
plot would come to be discovered before it w as 
executed, and they should be brought to pu- 
nishment ; but that they should leave all to fu- 
turity, and the hope which thence arose, that 
some fortunate event would come to I heir as- 
sistance : that, as for himself, Jiis .age would 
not permit him to make any attempt in that 
case, “ However, although perha})s 1 could 
not suggest what may be safer than w hat thou, 
Clierea, hast contrived and said, yet how is it 
possible for any one to suggest w hat is more 
for thy reputation ?” So Clement w ent his 
way home, with deep refleclions on what he 
had heard, and what lie had himself said. 
Cherea also was under a concern, and went 
quickly to Cornelius Sabinus, who was him- 
self one of the tribunes, and whom he other- 
wise knew' to be a worthy man, and a lover of 
liberty, and on that aeeoinit very uneasy at 
the present management of public aflairs, he 
being desirous to come immediately to the ex- 
ecution of what had been determined, and 
thinking it right for him to propose it to the 
other, and afraid lest Clement should disco\er 
them, and besides looking upon delays and 
puttings-ofi' to be the next to desisting from 
the enterprize. 

8, But as all was agreeable to Sabinus 
who had himself, equally with Cherea, the 
same design, hut had been silent for want of 
a person to whom he could safely coinnumi- 
cate that design ; so having now met with one, 
who not only promised to conceal what he 
heard, but who had already opened liis mind 
to him, he was mueli more encouraged, and 
desired of Cherea that no delay might bo made 
therein. Accordingly they went to Minucia- 
nus, who was as virtuous a man, and as zeal- 
ous to do glorious actions as themselves, and 
suspected by Caius on occasion of the slaugh- 
ter of Lepidus ; for Minucianus and Lepidus 
were intimate friends, and both in fear of the 
dangers that they were under ; for Caius w’aJ 
terrible to all the great men, us appearing 
ready to act a mad part towards each of them 
in particular, and towards all of them in ge- 
neral ; ard these men were afraid of one ano* 
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Jier, while they were yet uneasy at the pos- 
ture of affairs, but avoide^l to declare their 
mind and their hatred against Cains to one 
another, out of fear of the dangers they might 
be in thereby, althougli they perceived by other 
means their mutual hatred against Caius, and 
on that account wore not averse to a mutual 
kindness one towards another. 

9. When Minucianus and Chorea had met 
together, and saluted one another (as they 
had been used in former conversations to give 
the upper hand to Minucianus, both on ac- 
count of his eminent dignity, for he was the 
noblest of all the citizens, and highly com- 
mended by all men, especially when he made 
sj)cccIios to them), Minucianus began first, 
and asked Cherea, What was the watch-word 
he had received that day from Caius ? for the 
affront which was offered Clierca in giving 
the watch-words, was famous over the city. 
Ihit Cherea made no delay so long as to reply 
to that question, out of the joy he had tliat 
Minueiamis w'ould have such confidence in 
him as to discourse with him. But do 
thou,” said he, “ give me the watch-word of 
liberty. And 1 return thee my thanks, that 
thoii hast so greatly encouraged me to exert 
myself alu r an extraordinary manner ; nor 
do I stand ill need of many words to encou- 
rage me, since bolli thou and I are of tl 
same mind, and partakers of the same resolu- 
tions, and this before we liave conferred to- 
gether. 1 have indeed hut one sword girt on, 
btit tills one ill serve us both. Come on, 
tlierefoie, let ui; set about tlio work. Do thou 
go first, if thou liast a mind, and bid me fol- 
low tliee; else I will go first, and thou 
shall assist iri.*, and we will assist one ano- 
ther, and trust one another. Nor is there a 
necessity ft-r even one sword to such as have 
a mind disposed to such works, by which 
mind the swok! u-es to be successful. I am 
zealous alioiit this a lion, nor am 1 solicitous 
what 1 may mysLif umh igo; for I am not 
at leisure to cer.sidt,- ti.o danger that may 
come upon myself, so deeply am I troubled 
at the slavery our once free country is now 
under, and at the contempt cast upon mir ex- 
cellent laws, and at the destruction which 
hangs over all men, o) the means of Caius. 
1 wish that I may be judged by thee, and that 
thou mayst esteem me worthy of credit in 
these matters, seesjng we are both of the same 
opinion, and there is herein no difference be 
tween us.” 

10. When Minucianus saw the vehemency 
with which Cherea delivered himself, he glad- 
ly embraced him, and encouraged him in his 
bold attempt, commending him, and embrac- 
ing him ; so he let him go with his good 
wishes; and some affirm, that he thereby con- 
firmed Minucianus in tl;e pi osecutiun of wliat 
had been agreed among them ; for, as Cherea 
entered into the court, the report runs, that a 
voice came from among the multitude to en- 
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courage him, wdiicli bade him finish what he 
was about, and take the opportunity that 
Providence offered ; and that Cherea at first 
suspected that some one of the conspirators 
had betrayed bin., and be w as caught ; but at 
length perceived that it was by way of exhor- 
tation. Whether somd^ody,* that was con- 
scious of what he was about, gave a signal 
for his encouragement, or w hether it w'as God 
himself, who looks upon the actions of men, 
that encouraged him to go on boldly in his 
design, is uncertain. The jilot w-as now com- 
municated to a great many, and they were all 
in their armour ; some of the conspirators be- 
ing senators, and some of the equestrian or- 
der, and as many of the soldiery as w'ere made 
acquainted with it; for there was not one of 
them who w'ould not reckon it a part of his 
happiness to kill Caius; and on that account 
they were all very zealous in the affair, by 
w'hat means soever any one could come at it, 
that he might not be behindhand in these vir- 
tuous designs, but might be ready with all his 
alacrity or power, both by words and actions, 
to complete this slaughter of a tyrant. And 
besides these, Callistus also, who was a freed- 
nian of Caius, and was the only man that had 
arrived at the greatest degree of power under 
him, — such a jiowcr, indeed, as was in a man- 
ner equal to the power of the tyrant himself ; 
by the dread tliat all men had of him, and by 
the great riches he had acquired ; for he took 
bribes most plentcously, and committed inju- 
ries without bounds; and was more extrava- 
gant in the usc'of his pow'er in unjust pro- 
ceedings than any other. lie also l.new' the 
disposition of Caius to be implacable, and 
never to be turned from what he had resolved 
on. He had withal many other reasons why 
he thought himself in danger, and the vast- 
ncss of his wealth w’as not one of the least of 
them ; on which account he privately ingra- 
tiated himself with Claudius, and transferred 
his courtship to him, out of this hope, that in 
case, upon the removal of Caius, the govern- 
ment should come to him, his interest in such 
changes should lay a foundation for his pre- 
serving Jiis dignity under him, since he laid 
in beforehand a stock of merit, and did Clau- 
dius good offices in his proinotion. He also 
had the boldness to pretend, that he bad been 
persuaded to make away wifh Claudius, by poi- 
soning him; but had still invented ten thou 
sand excuses for delaying to do it. But it 
seems probable to me that Callistus only 
counterfeited this, in order to ingratiate him- 
self with Claudius ; for if Caius had been in 
earnest resolved to take off’ Claudius, he 
would not Iiave admitted of Callistus*s ex- 
cuses, nor w ould Callistus, if be had been en- 
joined to do such an act as was desired by 

* Just such a voice as this Is related to be, came, aud 
from an unknown original also, to the famous Poly, 
earp, as he was going to martyrdom, bidding him ** play 
the man;’' as the church of Smyrna assures us in their 
account of Ihai his martyrdom, sect. 9. 
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Caius, have put it off, nor, if lie had disobey- 
ed those injunctions of his master, had he 
escaped inmieiliate punishment ; wliile Clau- 
dius was preserved from the madness of Caius 
by a certain divine providence, and Callistiis 
pretended to such a piece of merit as he no 
way deserved. 

11. However, the execution of Cherea’s 
designs was put off from day to day, by the 
sloth of many therein concerned ; for as to 
Cherea himself, he would not willingly make 
any delay in that execution, thinking every 
time a fit time for it, for frequent opportuni- 
ties offered themselves ; as when Caius went 
up to the capilol to sacrifice for his daughter, 
or when he stood upon his royal palace, and 
threw gold and silver pieces of mo’iey among 
the people, he might be pushed down head- 
long, because the top of the palace, that looks 
toward llie market-place, was very high; and 
al'.o when he celebrated the mysteries, which 
he had appointed at that time ; for he was 
then no way secluded from the people, but 
solicitous to do every thing carefully and de- 
cently ; and was free from all suspicion that 
he should be then assaulted by any body; and 
although t)ie gods should atibrd him no di- 
vine assistance to enable him to takeawav bis, 
life, yet had he strength himself sufficient to 
dispatch Cuius, even without a sword. Thus 
was Clierca angry at his fellow -conspirators, 
fur fear tliey should suffer a proper opportu- 
nity to pass by ; atid they were themselves 
sensible that be bad just cause to f)e angry at 
them, ami that his eagerness nas for tlieir 
advantage; yet did they desire he would have 
a little longer patience, lest, upon any disap. 
pointment they iniglit meet with, they should 
put the city ituo <lisorder, and an impnsition 
should be made after the conspiracy, and 
sliould render the courage of those that were 
to attack Caius without success, wliile he 
would then secure himself more carefully 
than ever against tliem ; that it would there- 
fore be the best to set about tJie work when 
the shows vsere I’xhibited in the palace. 'I’liesc 
shows were acted in hfuionr of that Ciesar* 
who fir.-it <d' all changed the popular govern- 
ment, and transferred it to himself; galleries 
being fixed before the palace, where the Ro- 
mans that were patricians became sjiecfa- 
tors, logetlier with tbeir cbildreri and their 
wives, and Caesar himself was to be also a 
spectator ; and they reckoned among those 
many *cn tliousunds who wouid there be 
crowded into a narrow' compass, they shouiii 
have a favourable opportunity to make tbeir 
attempt upon him as he came in ; because his 
guards that should protect him, if any of 
them should liave a mind to do ir, would not 
here be able to give him any assistance. 

• Here Josephus supposes thnt P was Augustus, and 
not Julius C»sar, who first chajig* . M..- Homan com- 
monwealth into a monarchy ; f<)r tliese sluiws w<-rc in 
honour of Augustus, as v. e .'•tiall leiro in the next sec- 
tion but one 
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1 Cherea consenteef to this delay ; and 
when the shows were exhibited, it wasrcsolv- 
ed to do the work the first day. But for- 
tune, which allowed a fiirlher delay to his 
slaughter, was too hard for tlieir foregoing re- 
solution ; and, as three days of the regular 
time for these shows were now over, they 
had much ado to get the business done on 
the last day. Then Cherea called the con- 
spirators together, and spake thus to them : — 
“ So much time j^assed away without effect is 
a reproach to us, as delaying to go through 
such a virtuous design as we are engaged in ; 
but more fatal will this delay prove if we be 
discovered, and the design be frustrated ; — 
for Caius will tlien become more cruel in his 
unjust proceeilings. 1)(; not we see liow 
long we deprive all our friends of their liber- 
ty, and give (mius leave still tt) tyrannize 
over them ? while we ought to have procured 
them security for the future, and, by laying a 
foundation for the happiness of others, gain 
to ourselves great admiration and honour for 
all time to come.'* Now, while the conspira- 
tors had nothing tolerable to say by way of 
contradiction, and yet did not quite relish 
what they were doing, but stood silent and 
astonished, ho said further, “ O, my brave 
comrades ! why do we make sucb <lelays ! 
Ho not you see that ibis is the last day of these 
shows, and that Caius is about to go to sea? 
for be is preparing to sail to Alexandria, 
in order to see Egypt. It is therefore for 
your honour to let a man go out of your 
hands who is a reproach to mankind, and to 
permit him to go afti r a pomirous manmr, 
triumphiug both at land and sea ? shall not 
we be justly ashamed of ourselves if we give 
leave to some Egyptian or otlier, wI>o shall 
think his injuries insutferablL* to fri‘o-men, to 
kill him P As for u)yself, I will no longir 
bear your slow proceedings, l)Ut will expose 
myself to the dangers t)f the enterprise this 
very day, and Ijear eheei rully whatsoever shall 
be the consequence of the attempt ; nor, let 
fliem be ever so great, will I put them oil' 
any longer : for, to a wise and courageous 
man, what can be more miserable tluin that, 
while 1 am alive, any one else should kill 
Caius, and dejuive me of the honour ol’ so 
virtuous all action r” 

l:i. Wlien Cherea had spoken thus, he 
zealously set about the work, and inspired 
courage into the rest to go on with it ; and tliey 
were idl eager to fall to it without farther de- 
lay. So he was at the jialacc in the morning, 
with his equestrian sword girt on him ; lor it 
was the custom that the tribunes should ask 
for the watch- word with tlieir swords on, and 
this was the day on which Cherea was by cus- 
tom to receive the watch-word; and tliciriul- 
titude were already come to the palace, to be 
soon enough for seeing the shows, and that in 
great crowds, and one tumultuously crushing 
another, whilu Caius was delighted wUb tlu» 
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eagerness of the multitude j for which reason 
there was no order observed in the seating men, 
nor was any peculiar place appointed for the se- 
nators, or for the equestrian order ; but they 
sat at random, men and women together, and 
freemen were mixed with the slaves. So 
Cains came out in a solemn manner, and of- 
fered sacrifice to Augustus Caesar, in whose 
honour indeed these shows were celebrated. 
Now it happened, upon the fall of a certain 
priest, that the garment of Asprenas, a sena- 
tor, was filled with blood, which made Caius 
laugh, although this was an evident omen to 
As\)renas, for he M'as slain at the same time 
with Caius. It is also related, that Caius was 
that day, contrary to his usual custom, so very 
allable and good-natured in his conversation, 
that every one of those that were present were 
astonished at it. After the sacrifice was 
over, Caius betook himself to see the shows, 
and sat down for tluit purpose, as did also the 
principal of his friends sit near him. Now 
the pans of the theatre were so fastened to- 
gether, as it used to be every year, in the 
manner following : — It had two doors; the 
one door led to t.'ie open air, ifie other was 
for going int<\ or going out of, the cloisters, 
that those within the theatre might not be 
thereby disturbed ; but out of one gallery 
there 'went an imvard passage, parted into 
partitions also, which led into another gallery, 
to give room to tli combatants, and to the 
musicians, io go out as occasion served. 
Wlieu the multitude were set dowui, and Che- 
rea, viili the other tribunes were set dow’n 
also, and the right corner of the theatre 
vas all(»tte'< ( asar, one Vatinius, a sena- 
tor, commander of the Pretorian band, asked 
of CInviua, one tliat sat by him, and was oi 
consular dignity also, — 'Whether he had heard 
any thing of the news or not ? — but took 
care that nob»Aly should hear what he said 
and wlieu Cliivius . oplicd, tliat he had heard 
no news, — “ Know then (said Vatinius) tha 
the game of ilic slaughtci of tyrants is to In 
played this day,” But Cluvius replied, O 
bravo comrade ! hold thy neace, lest sonic 
other of the Achaians hear thy tale.” And 
as there was abniulanco of autumnal fruit 
thrown among the sp, -tators, and a 
number of birds, that were of great t\alue 
to siicli as possessed them, on account of their 
rareness, Caius ^was pleased with the birds 
fighting for the fruits, and with the violence 
wherewith the sjiectators seized upon then 
and here he perceived two prodigies that hap- 
pened there; for an actor was introduced, by 
whom a leader of robbers was crucified, ai^ 
the pantomime brought in a play called Ciny- 
ras, w’hcreiri lie himself was to be slain, as ij^'eJJ 
rts his daughter Myrrha, and wherein a great! 
deal of fictitious blood was shed, both about | 
him that was crucified, and also about Ciny-j 
ras. It is also confessed, that this was the 
same day wherein Pausanias, a friend of Phi- 
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ip, the son of Amyntas, who was King ol 
Macedonia, slew him as he was entering into 
;he theatre. And now Caius was in doubt 
whether he should tarry to the end of the 
shows, because it was the last day, or whether 
he should not go first to the bath, and to din- 
ner, and then return and sit down as before 
Hereupon Minucianus, who sat over Caius, 
and was afraid that the opportunity slioidd 
'ail them, got up, because be saw Cherea was 
already gone out, acrd made haste out, to 
confirm him in his resolution ; but Caius 
took hold of his garment in an obliging way, 
and said to him,- O brave man ? whither 
art thou going Whereupon, out of reve- 
rence to Cassar, as it seemed, lie sat down 
again; but his fear prevailed over him, and 
in a little lime he got up again, and then 
Caius did noway oppose his going out, as 
thinking that he went out to perform some ne- 
cessities of nature. And Asprenas, who was 
one of the confederates, persuaded Caius to 
go out to tlie bath, and to dinner, and then 
to come in again ; as desirous that what bad 
been resolved on might be brought to a con 
elusion immediately. 

11 So Cherea’s associates placed them, 
selves in order, as the time would permit 
them, and they were obliged to labour hard, 
that the place which appointed them 
should not be left by them ; but they had an 
uiigualion at the tediousness ''f tlie delays, 
and that what they were about should he put 
off any longer, for it was already about the 
ninth * hour of the day ; and Cherea, upon 
Caius’s tarrying so long, had a great mind to 
go in, and fall upon him in his seat, although 
he foresaw that this could not be done with, 
out much bloodshed, both of the senators and 
of those of the etjucstrian order that were 
present ; and although he knew this must hap- 
pen, yet had he a g: eat mind to do so, as 
thinking it a right thing to procure security 
and freedom to all, at the expense of such as 
might perish at the same time. And as they 
were just going back into the entrance to 
the theatre, word was brought them tha 
Caius was arisen, whereby a tumult w^as 
made ; hereupon the conspirators th.rust aw'ay 
the crowd, under pretence as if Cuius was 
angry at them, but in reality as desirous to 
have a quiet place, that should have none in 
it to defend him, while they set about Caius’s 
slaughter. Now Claudius, his uncle, was 
gone out before, and Marcus Vinicius, liis 
sister’s husband, as also Valerius of Asia ; 
whom, though they had had such a mind to put 
out of their places, the reverence to Uieir dig- 
nity hindered them so to do ; then followed 
Caius, with Paulus Arrnntius : and because 
Caius was now' gotten wit/iin the palace, he 
left the direct road, along which those his ser- 

» Suetonius says Caius was slam Blx)ut Uio seventli 
hour of the day, Josepnus about the ninth. The seno, 
of iho narrutMjn favours Josephus 
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vonts stood that were in waiting, and by and upon their admission of what ho said 
M-hich road Claudius had gone out before, about it, he got the dispersed conspirators to- 
Caius turned aside into a private narrow pas- gether; he prepared every thing after a priu 
sage, in order to go to the place for bathing, dent manner, and by suggesting good advice, 
as also in order to take a view of the boys that showed himself far superior to the rest, and 
came out of Asia, who were sent thence part- made ot)liging speeches to them, insomuch 
ly to sing hymns in these mysteries which that he even compellcil them all to go on, who 
were now celebrated, and partly to dance in | otherwise had not courage enough for that 
the Pyrrhic rvay of dancing upon the theatres, jnirpose; and when opportunity served to use 


So Chcrea met him, and asked him for tli 
watch-word ; upon Caius’s giving him one of 
his ridiculous words, he immediately reproach - 
pd liim, and tlrcw Jiis sword and gave him a 
terrible stroke with it, yet was not this stroke 
mortal. And although there be those that say 

it was so contriverl on purpose by Chorea that j vice, and bravery, and labours of the 
Cains should not he killed at one blow, but 1 of C'herea. 


his sword in hand, he appeared first of all 
ready so to do, and gave tlie first blow in this 
virtuous slaughter; he also brought Caius 
easily into the power of the rest, and almost 
killed him himself, insomuch that it is but 
just to ascribe all that the rest did to the ad 

bauds 


should be punished nnue severely by a mul- 
titude of wounds, yet does this stvny appear 
to be incredible ; because the fear men arc 
tinder in sucli actions does not allow them to 
use their reason. And if Cherea was of that 
mind, I esteem him the greatest of all fools, 
in pleasing himself in his spite gainst ('aius, 
rather than imniodiately procuring safety to j 
himself and to his confederates from the dan- j 
gers they were in ; because there might many j 
things still haii})en for helping Caiu.s’s escape, 
if he had not already given up the ghost; ft»r 
certainly Chcrea would have regard, net so ^ 
much to the punisliuunt of Caius, as to the j 
afiliction himself and liis frietuls were in, | 
while it was in his power, after such success, J 
to keep silent, and to escape tlie wrath of; 
Caius's defenders, and not leave It to uncer- 
tainty whetlier he should gain the end lie aim- 
ed at or not ; and after an unreasonable man- 
ner to act as if he had a mind to ruin himself, 
and lose the opportunity tliat lay before him, 
Put every body may guess as he pleases about 
this matter. However, Caius was sta :I 
with the pain that the blow gave him ; for the 
stroke of the sword falling in the middle, be- 
tween the shoulder and ilie neck, w as hinder- 
ed by the first hone of the breast lV<»in pro- 
ceeding any fartlier. Nor did he i it her cry 
out (in such astonishment was he), nor did he 
call out for any of his friends; whether it 
w'ere that he had no confidence in them, or 
that his ininil was otherw ise disordered, but 
lie groaned under tlie pain he riidured, and 
]iresently w'ent forward and fled, — when Cor- 
nelius Sabimis, who was already prepared in 
mind so to do, tlirust him dowm upon his 
knee, where many of them stood round about 
him, and struck him with their sw'ords, and 
tliey cried out, and encouraged one ano’hcr 
all at once to strike him again ; but all agree 
that Aquila gave him the finishing stroke, 
which directly killed him. Hut one may 
justly ascribe tliis act to Cherea; for aitliougb 
many concurred in the act itself, yet was be 
first contriver of it, and began long be- 
fore all the rest to prepare for it ; and was the 
first man that boldly spake ot li to the rest ; 


15. Thus did Cains come to his end, and 
lay dead, by the many wounds which had 
j been given him. Now Chcrea and his asso- 
dates, upon Caius’s slaughter, saw that it was 
impos'iible for them to save themselves, if they 
should all go tlie same way, partly on aceouiit 
of the astonishm (hey were under; for it 
was no small dan;: they had itKUiied by 

killing an emp» vlio was hononrtal and 
loved by the madness of the people, espeeial- 
ly wlien the soldiers were likely to luaki- a 
bloody iiHjuiry after his iiunilerei s. ’Jl.i,* 
pav-ages also were narrow wherein the work 
was clone, Ndiidi were also crowded with a 
great multitude of Caius’s alteiulants, and of 
such of the Mildiers as were of the eiiiperorV 
guard lliat day; whence it was that they went 
by other ways, and came to the house of (!er- 
nianicus, the father of Caius, whom they iiad 
now killed (which hotise adjoined to the pa- 
lace; for while the edifice was one, it was 
built in its several ])arts by those j)articular 
persons who had been empi-rors, and those 
I p; i b; tin of tlm .e that built them, 

or the name of him who had begun to build 
any of its parts). So they got aw ay from the 
insults of llie mullitmle, and then were Ibr 
the present out of danger, that is, so long as 
the misfortune which hail overtaken the em- 
peror was not known. The Germans were 
j the first who perceived that Caius was slain. 
'I’liese Germans were Caius’s guard, and car- 
ried the name of the country wiience they 
were chosen, and composed the Celtic legion. 
The men of that country are naturally pas- 
sionate, which is commonly the temper of 
some other of the barbarous nations also, as 
being not used to consider iniich about what 
they do; they are of robust bodies, and fall 
upon their enemies as soon as ever they are at- 
tacked by them ; and w hich w-ay soever they 
go, they perform great exploits. When, 
therefore, these German guards understood 
that Caius was slain, they were very sorry for 
it, because they did not use their reason in 
judging about public allairs, but measured all 
by the advantages themselves received, Caius 
being beloved by tliem, because of the nionev 
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he gave them, by which he had purchased been inveigled with shows, and the fightings 
their kindness to him : so they drew their of the gladiators, and certain distributions ot 
swords, and Sabinus led them on. lie w'as ficslv-meat attiong them, which things in pre- 
onc of llie tribunes, not by the means of the tcnce were designed for the pleasing of the 
virtuous actions of his progenitors, for he liad multitude, but in reality to satiate the barba- 
hcen a gladiator, hut he had obtained that rous cruelty and madness of Carus. The 
post in tlie army by his having a robust body, slaves also w-ere sorry, because they were by 
So tliese Germans marched along tlie houses Cains allowed to accuse and to despise their 
in quest of Caesar’s murderers, and cut Aspre- masters, and they could have recourse to his 
nas to pieces, because he was the first man assistance when they had unjustly afiVonted 
flicy fell n])on, and wliose garment it was that them ; for he was very easy in believing them 
the blood of the sacrifices stained, as I have against their masters, even when they accused 
said already, and which foretold that this his tliem falsely ; and, if they w’ould discover w hat 
meeting the soldiers would not be for his money their masters had, they might soon ob- 
good. Then did Norbanus meet them, who tain both riches and liberty, as the rewards of 
was one of the principal nobility of the city, their accusations, because the reward of these 
and could sh<^w' meny generals of armies a- informers was the eighth* part of the crirai- 
mong his ancestors; hut they paid no regard nal’s substance. As to the nobles, although 
to his dignity : yet was he of such great the report appeared credible to some of them, 
slrenglh, that he wrested tlie sword of tlie either because they knew of the plot before- 
first of those that assaultf'd him out of his hand, or because they wished it might be 
hands, and ap])eared plainly not to be willing true; however, they concealed not only the 
to die without a struggle for his life, unlil he [joy they had at the relation of it, but that they 
was surrounded by a great number of assail- | had heard any thing at all about it. Thes 
ants, and died by the multitude of the wounds last acted so, out of the fear they had that if 
which they gave him. The third man was the report proved fidse, they should be pu- 
Anteius, a senator, and a few others with iiished, for having so soon let men know their 
him. Ue did not meet with these Germans minds. Eut those that knew Cains was dead, 
tjy ehaiiLv', a^ the rest did before, but came to because they W'crc partners with the coiispira- 
show his hatred to Cuius, and because he loved tors, they concealed all still more cautiously, 
to see Ciiitis lie dead with his own eyes, and as not know'ing one another’s minds; and 
took a pleasure in tliat sight; for Cains had fearing lest they should speak of it to some of 
I'lanished Antv uis’s fatlier, who was of tl those to whom the continuance of tyranny 
same name w l;li himself, and, being not sa- was advantageous ; and, if Cains should prove 
tisfied With that, lie sent out his soldiers, and to bo alive, they might be informed against, 
slew him ; so he was come to rejoice at the and puni.'^'d, .And another report went a- 
sight of liiip now* he was dead. But as the bout, tliat altliough Caius had been wounded 
house V. as luiw aU in a tumult, when he was indeed, yet was not he dead, but alive still, 
aiming to hide hiin>elf, he could not escape and under the physician’s hands. Nor was 
that accurati’ search w-'iich the (jcrmans made, anyone looked upon by another as faithful 
while they barbarously slew those tliat were enough to be trusted, and to whom any one 
guilty and tlio.Si. lli.a were not guihy, and this would open his mind; for he was either a 
equally also. And thus were these [three] friend to Caius, and therefore suspected to 
persons slain. favour his tyranny, or ho was one that hated 

16 *. Bui wlun tiie runiv ur that Caius was him, who therefore might be suspected to de- 
slain reached the theatre, they were astoni.-iicti^ serve the less credit, beoause of liis ill- will to 
at it, and could not believe it : even some that him. Nay, it was said by some (and this in- 
enlcrtained his destruction with great plea- deed it was that deprived the nobility of their 
sure, and were incr*^ desirous of its hapjieniiig hopes, and made them sad) that Caius w as in 
than almost any other a. isfaclion that coukl a condition to despise the dangers he had 
come to tlicni, were under such a fear, that been i nul took no care of healing his 
they could not believe it. There were also wounds, hut was gotten away into the mar- 
tliosc wlio greatly distrusted it, because they ket-placc, and, bloody as he was, was mak- 
were unwilling that any such thing sliould ing an harangue to the people. And these 
come to Caius, nor could believe it, though it were the conjectural reports of those that were 
were ever so true, because they thought no so unreasonable ul to endeavour to raise tu- 
inan could possibly have so much jiowcr as miilts, which they turned different ways, au- 
to kill Caius. Ihese were tlie w'on and cording to the opinions of the hearers. Yet 
the children, and the slaves, and some of the did they not leave their seats, for fear of being 
soldiery. 'J his last sort had taken his pay, accused, if they should go out before the rest ; 
and in a manner tyrannized with him, and for they should not be sentenced according 
had abused the best of tl e citizens, in being 

subservient to his unjust commands. In order! * This reward proposed by the Ronvm laws to in- 
to gain honours and advantages to themselves; | was si i . 

but for the women and the youth, the * bad j Kn oKurw u 


; .and sonictiiucs a fourth part, as Si>an* 
from Suetonius and Tacitus 
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to the real intention with which they went 
out, but according to the supposals of tlie ac- 
riiscrs, and of tlie judges. 

17. But now a multitude of Germans had 
surrounded the theatre with their swords 
drawn ; all the spectators looked for nothing 
but death ; and at every one’s coming in, a 
fear seized upon them, as if they were to be 
cut in pieces immediately ; and in great dis- 
tress they were, as neither having courage 
enough to go out of the theatre, nor believing 
lltemselves safe from dangers if they tarried 
there. And when the Germans came upon 
their), the cry was so great, that the theatre 
rang again uith the enti'cnties of the sjtectators 
to the soldiers pleaditig that they were entire- 
ly ignorant of every thing that related to such 
seditious contrivances, and if there were any 
sedition raisetl, they knew nothing of it ; they 
therefore begged that they would spare them, 
and not punish those that had not the least 
hand in such bold crimes ns belonged to otht r 
persons, while they neglected to search after 
such as had really done whatsoever it be that 
hath been dune. 'I’hus did lliese people ap- 
peal to God, and deplore their infelicity with 
shedding of tears and beating llieii faces, and 
said every thing that the most imminent 
danger, and the utmost concern for their livt s, 
could dictate to them. This brake the fury 
of the soldiers, and made them repent of what 
they minded to do to the sj)ectators, which 
would have been the greatest in%tance of 
cruelty. And so it apf.eared to even these 
savages, when they had once lixed the heatls 
of th(<se that were slain with Asprenas upon 
the altar; at which sight the specStors were 
sorely afflicted, both upon the consideration 
of the dignity of the persons, at)d out of a 
commiseration of their sullei ings j nay, indeed, 
they w'ere almost in as great disorder at the 
prospect of the danger themselves were in, 
seeing it was still uncertain whether they 
should entirely escape the like calamity. 
Whence it was that such as tlioroughly and 
justly hated Caius, could yet no way enjoy 
the pleasure of his death, because they were 
themselves in jeopardy of })erisliiiig together 
with him ; nor had they hitherto any firm as- 
surance of surviving. 

18. There was at this lime, one Eiiaristus 
Arruntins, a public crier in the market, and 
therefore of a strong and audible voice, who 
vied in wealth wiili the richest of the Homans, 
and was able to do what he pleased in the 
city, boll) then and afterward. This man put 
himself into the most muui iiful habit lie t oulu, 
although he had a greater fiatred against 
Caius tlian any one else ; his fear and his wise 
contrivance to gain his safely taught him so 
to do, and prevailed ver his present pleasure ; 
so he put on such a i - riful dress as he 
would have done had Oi his dearest 

friends in the world ; this man came into the 
tljeatrc, and informed th^m of the death of j 
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Caius, and by this means put an end to that 
state of ignorance the men had been in. Ar- 
runtius also went round about the pillars, and 
called out to the Germans, as did tlie tribunes 
with him, bidding them put up their swords, 
and telling them that Cuius was dead ; and 
this proclamation it was ])lainly which saved 
those that collected together in the 

theatre, and all the rest who any way met the 
Germans; for while they had hopes that (\aius 
had still any breath in him, they abstained 
from no sort of mischief; and such an abnn- 
Llant kindness they still had for Caius, that 
they would willingly have prevented the plot 
against him, and piociireil iiis escape from so 
s.'id a misfortune, at iIk‘ I’Xjjense of their own 
lives ; hut they now left off the warm zeal 
tliey hatl to |)iinish liis enemies, now they 
were fully satisfied that Caius was dead, be- 
cause it was now in \ain for them to .show 
their zeal and kindness to him, when he who 
should reward them was perisheri. They 
were also afraid that they sliould be punished 
hy the senate, if they shonlil go on in doing 
such injuries, that is, in CU'C the authuiily 
of the supreme governor should revert to 
them; and thus at length a stop was put, 
though m)t without dillieulty, to that rage 
which possesserl the Germans on accemnt ol 
Caius’s di'afh. 

19. But Cherea was so much afraid foi 

IVfimicianus, le.st he should light upon the 
(Jermans, now they the fu lat 

he went and spake to every one of tlie sol- 
<liers, and prayed tliem to take care of his 
preservation, and made himself great iiupiiry 
about him, lest he should have Inen slain; 
mid for Clement, he let Alinuci.miis go when 
he was lirought to him, anti, with many other 
<»f the senators, ailinned the action was right, 
and commended the virtue of those that con- 
trived it, and had courage eneugli to execute 
it; and salt), that tyianls do indeed please 
themselves ami look big for a while, upon 
having the pt)wer to act unjustly; but tio uot, 
however, go ha))pily out of the world, because 
they arc hatetl by the virtuous ; and that 
Caius, together with all his unhappiness, was 
become a cousjjirator against himself, before 
tliese other men who attacked him did so; 
and by becoming intolerable, in setting aside 
the wise jjrovision the laws had made, taught 
his dearest friends to treat him as an enemy ; 
insomuch, that although In common di.s- 
course these conspirators were those that 
slew Caius, yet that, in reality, lie lies now 
dead as perishing hy his own self.” 

20. Now by this time the people in the 
theatre were arisen from their seats, and those 
that were within made a very great disturb- 
ance ; the cause of which w'as this, that the 
spectators were too hasty in getting away. 
There was also one Alcyon, a physician, wlu) 
hurried away, as if to cure those that wero 
vi'uunded and, under that pretence, he sent 
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those that were with him to fetch what things 
w ere necessary for the healing of tliose wound- 
ed persons, but in reality to get them clear of 
the present dangers they were in. Now the 
senate, during this interval, had met, and the 
people also assembled together in the accus- 
tomed form, and were both employed in 
searching after the murilerers of Caius. The 
people did it very zealously, but the senate in 
appearance only j f<»r there was present Va- 
lerius of Asia, one that had been consul ; this 
)nan wont to the people, as they were in dis- 
order, and very uneasy that they could not 
yet discover wlio they were that Ijad nturdered 
tiie emperor; he was then earnestly asked by 
ihem all, who it was tliat hail done it ? He 
replied, “ 1 wish 1 had been the man.” 'Hie 
consub* also published an edict, wherein 
they accused Caius, and gave order to the 
people then got together, and to the soldiers, 
to go home, and gave the people hopes of 
the abatement of the op})ressions they lay un- 
der ; and ])romiscd the soldiers, if they lay 
quiet as they used to do, and would not go 
abroad to do luisehief unjustly, that they 
would bestow rewards lapon them ; for there 
was rea'-ou to fear lest tiio city might suffer 
barm by their wild and inigovernable behavi- 
our, if they shoidd once betake themselves to 
spoil the citizens, or plunder the temples. 
And now the whole multitude of the senators 
were assemhieil togeflier, and especially those 
/hat had conspired to take away the life of 
Caius, wlio put on at this time an air of great 
ass'iiance, and appeared with great magnani- 
miiy, as if the administration of public affairs 
were already devolved upon them. 


CIIAPTEIl II. 

HO-VTHt SKNATOllS DETIUIMINI’I) TO RESTORE 
lllE DEMOiUl ^CY ; Rl T THE SOl.HIERS WERE 
rOR I'llKSEUVlNG THE JION ARCHY. CON- 
CERNING THE Sl.AUGHTi:il OF CAIUs’s WIFE 
AND DArCIITER. A CHAItAC'J’EH OF CAll'.s’s 
MORALS. 

§ 1. When die oublie. alVairs were in this 
posture, Claudius was on the sudden hurried 
away out of Jiis house ; for the soldiers h.ad 
a meeting together ; and > hen they had de- 
bated about what ^as to he done, they srw 
that a democracy was incapable of managing 
such a vast vveigbt of public alfairs; and that 
if it should be set up, it would not be for 
their advantage; and in case any one of tliose 
already in the government should obtain the 
supreme power, it would in all respects be to 
their grief, if they w ere not assisting to him 

These consuH arc i;e'. eu in the War of the Jews 
'b. ii, eh. xi, sect. 1), Senliiis Satuniiims and romp*.)- 
nius So<” as Spaidieim notes here. The speech 

oI the former ^f them is set down in the next chapter, 

Sftct. 2, * 


II this advancement • that it W’ould therefore 
JO right for them, while the public affairs 
were unsettled, to clioose Claudius emperor, 
w'lio w'as uncle to the deceased Caius, and of 
a superior dignity and w’orth to every one of 
those who w'ere assembled together in the se- 
nate, both on account of the virtues of his 
ancestors, and of the learning he had acquir- 
ed ill liis education ; and who, if once settled 
II the empire, would rew'ard them according 
:o their deserts, and bestow largesses upon 
them. These were their consultations, and 
they executed the same immediately. Clau- 
dius was tlierefore seized ujion suddenly hy 
the soldiery. But Cneiis Seutius Saturni' 
nils, aitliough he understood that Claudius 
was seized, and that he intended to claim the 
;overn!nent, unwillingly indeed in appear- 
ance, but in reality by his own free consent, 
stood up in the senate, and, without being 
dismayed, made an exliortatory oration to 
them, and such a one indeed as was fit for 
men of freedom and generosity, and spake 
thus : — 

2. “ Athough it be a thing incredible, O 
Romans ! because of the great length of time, 
that so unexpected an event hath happened, 
yet are we now in possession of liberty. How 
long indeed this will last is uncertain, and lie 
at the disposal of the gods, whose grant it is; 
yet such it is as is sufficient to make us re- 
joice, and be happy for the present, although 
we may soon be deprived of it; for one lioiir 
is sufficient to those that are exercised in vir 
liie, wherein we may live with a mind account- 
able only to ourselves, in our own country, ntnv 
free, and governed by such laws ns this coun- 
try once flourished under. As for myself, I 
cannot remember onr former time of liberty, 
a-s being borne alter it was gone ; but I am 
beyond measure filled with joy at the thouglits 
of our present freedom. 1 also esteem those 
tliat were Ixirn and brought up in that our 
former liberty happy men, and that those men 
are worthy of no less esteem than the gods 
themselves, who have given us a taste of it 
in this age; and I heartily wish that this quiet. 
enjoyment of it, which we have at present, 
might continue to all ages. However, this 
single day may suffice for our youth, as well 
as for us that are in years. It will seem an 
age to our old men, if they might die during 
its hajipy duration : it. may also be for the in- 
struction of tile younger sort, what kind of 
virtue those men, from whose loins we are 
derived, were exercised in. As for ourselves, 
our business is, during the space of time, to 
live virtuously, — than which nothing can be 
more to our advantage ; w’hicb course of virtue 
it is alone that can preserve our liberty ; for, 
as to our ancient state, 1 have heard of it by 
the relations of others; but as to our later 
state, during my life-time, I have known it by 
experience, and learned thereby w hat mischief 
tyrannies have brought upon this cotmnou* 
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V^eatlh, discouraging all virtue, and depriving 
persons of magnanimity of their liberty, and 
proving the teachers of flattery and slavish 
fear, because it leaves the public administra- 
tion not to be governed by wise law’s, but by 
the humour of those that govern. For since 
Julius Caesar took it into his head to dissolve 
our democracy, and, by overbearing the regu- 
lar system of oui laws, to bring disorders in- 
to our administration, and to get above right 
and justice, and to be a slave to his own in- 
clinations, there is no kind of misery but what 
hath tended to the subversion of this city ; 
W’liilc all these that have succeeded him have 
striven one with another to overthrow' the an- 
cient laws of their country, and have left it 
destitute of such citizems as w ere of generous 
principles; because they thought it tended to j 
their safety to have vicious men to converse j 
witlial, and not only to break the spirits of 
those that were best esteemed for their virtue, • 
but to resolve upon their utter destruction. | 
Of all which emperors, w ho have been many 
in number, and w ho laid upon us insiillerable 
hardships during the times of their govern- j 
ment, this Caius, who hath been slain to-day, ■ 
bath brought more terrible calamities upon us 
than did all the rest, not only by exercising I 
his ungoverned rage upon his fellow -citizens, 
but also upon his kindred and fiicnds, and 
alike upcm ail others, and by inflicting still 
greater miseries u)ion them, as punishments, 
which they never ^ieserved, lie being equally 
furious against men and against the gods; for 
tyrants are not content to gain their sweet 
pleasure, and this by acting injuriously, and 
in the vexation they bring both upon men's 
estates and their wives, — but they look upon 
that to be their principal advantage, w’heu they 
can utterly overthrow the entire families of 
their enemies; while all lovers of liberty are 
the enemies of tyranny. Nor can those that 
patiently endure what miseries they bring on 
them gain their friendship ; for as they are 
conscitjus of tile abundant mischiefs they have | 
brought on these men, and liow magna 
ly they have borne their hard fortunes, tfiey 
cannot but be sensible what evils they have 
done, and thence only depend on security 
from what they are suspicious of, if it may l)e 
in their power to take them quite out of the 
world. Since, then, we are now gotten clear 
of such great misfortunes, and are only ac- J 
countable to one another (which form of go. 1 
vernment atl'ords us the best assurance of our j 
present concord, and promises us ti e best se- 


Ihcm, who, witliout fear of punishment, could 
do mischief to the city, and had an uncon. 
trollable power to take off’ those that freely 
declared their opinions. Nor has any thing 
so much contributed to this increase of ty- 
ranny of late as sloth, and a timorous forbear- 
ance of contradicting the emperor's will ; 
while men had an over-great inclination to 
the sw'eetness of peace, and had learned to 
live like slaves, and as many of us as eithei 
heard of intolerable calamities that happened 
at a distance from us, or saw the miseries that 
were near us, out of the dread of dying vir 
tuously, endured a death joined witli the ut 
most infamy. We ought, then, in the first 
place, to decree the greatest honours wo are 
able to those that have taken off’ the tyrant, 
especially to Clierea Cassius ; for this one 
man, with the .assistance of the gods, hath, by 
his counsel and by his .actions, been the pro- 
curer of our liberty. Nor ought we to forgvt 
him now' we have recovered < ur liberty, vvlio, 
[under the foregoing tyranny, took counsc*! 
bcforeliand, and beforehand hazarded hi nisei I 
for our liberties; but ought to decret.’ him 
propir honours, .aiul thereby freidy declare, 
that lie from the hegimiing acted with our 
approbation. And certainly it is a very ex- 
cellent thing, and what hecoiiiLS fieenien, In 
requite their benefactors, as this man hath 
j been a heiieractor to us all, though not at all 
hike Cassius and Brutus, who slew Caius Ju- 
jlius LCa'sar]; for those men laid the foiiuda- 
i lions of sedition and civil wars in our city; 
•—but this man, together w itli his slaugliter 
[of the tyrant, hath set our eiiy fre».* from all 
those sad miseries w Inch arose from the ty 
j laniiy.” * 

I And this was the purport of Sentios’s 

! oration, which was received with ph. isnu- by 
j the senators, and by as many of the Kptestri.m 
; order as were present. And now one I're- 
jbellius iMaximus rose Uji hastily, and took 
[from Seutius’s finger a ring, uliit.li had a 
Slone, with the image of Cains engraven uj>on 
it, and which, in his zeal in speaking, and liis 
1 earnei>tiiess in doing uliat he w.as about, as it 
[was supposed, he l)a<l forgotten ti) lake off 
himself. This bculjiture was broken innne- 
diately. But as it was now' far in the tiight, 
Clierea demanded of the consuls the watch- 
word, who gave him this word, I.iberty. 
'riioso facts were the suhj^ects of admiration 
to themselves, and almost incredible ; for it 
was a hundred years | since the democracy 


curity from all evil designs, and will he most 
for our ow n glory in settling the city in good 
order), you ouglit, every one of you in parti- 
cu!j., to make provision lor his own, and in 
general for the public i/diiy *. or, on the con- 
trary, they may declai heir dissent to sucli 
thing !> as have been proposed, and this with- 
out any hazard of danger to ct*iTie upon them, 
—because they have now no lord set over 


' ♦In this oration of Sentius Satumlnus, we may see 
1 the gi eat value virtuous men put upon public liberty, 
‘ J and the sail misery they uiulcrwent while they were ty 
jrannized over by such emjicrors as Cains. See? 

I phiJs’s own short hul pithy reDoclion at the end of ihe 
i chapter : “ .So difficult,” stiys he, " it is for those to ob- 
tain the virtue that is luvessary to a wise man, wlio 
have tbe absolute powei to tlo what they please without 
control.” 

t lienee we learn that, In the opinion of Saturntmis, 
the sovereign authority of tlie consuls and senate liau 
been taken away just one hundred years before die deatn 
of tIaiuH, A. 1 ). 41 ; or in the CUth year before the Chrir 
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had been laid aside, 'when this giving the | 
watch- word returned to the consuls ; for, be- ^ 
fore the city was subject to tyrants, they were 
the commanders of the soldiers. But w-heii 
Cherea had received that watch-word, ho de- 
livered it to those who were on the senate’s 
side, which were four regiments, who esteem- 
ed the government without emperors to be 
preferable to tyranny. So these went away 
with their tribunes. The people also now 
departed very joyful, full of hope and of cou- 
rage, as having recoveryd their former de- 
mocracy, and no longer under an emperor : 
and Cherea was in very great esteem with 
them. 

4. And now Cherea was very uneasy that 
Caius’s daughter and wife were still alive, 
and that all his family did not perish with 
him, since whosoever was left of them must 
be left for the ruin of the city and of the 
laws. Moreover, in order to finish this mat- 
ter with the utmost zeal, and in order to satis- 
fy his hatred of Cains, he sent Julius Impus, 
oue of the tni)unes, to kill Caius’s wife and 
(laughter. They proposed this ofHce to Lu- 
pus as to a kinsman of Clement, that he 
iniglit be so far a partaker of this murder of 
tlie tyrant, and might rejoice in the virtue of 
having assisted his fellow-citizens, and that 
he might appear to have been a pai taker with 
those that were first in their designs against 
him ; yet did this action appear to some of 
the conspirators to bo too cruel, as to thi 
using such severity to a woman, becau.,.. 
Caius did mure indulge his own ill-nature 
than user her advice in all that he did; from 
which Ill-natnre it was that tlie city was in 
so des])crate a condition with the miseries that 
wciX* brougut on it, and the flower of the 
rity v.as desiroyed ; l)ut others accused her of 
giving her consent to these things ; nay, they 
ascribed all that Caius had done to her as the 
eause of it, ai d said she had given a potion to 
Caius, which had made him obnoxious to 
her, and had lied 'dm down to k)ve her by 
such evil methods ; insomuch thajt she, hav- 
ing rendered him distracted, was become the 
author of :dl the mischiefs that had befallen 
the Homans, and that habitable world whicl 
wais subject to -’ an. So that at length ii 
was determined that sin? must die; nor could 
those of the contrary opinion at all prevail to 
have her saved; and Lupus was sent accord- 
ingly. Nor was *lliere any delay made ii 
executing what he went about, but he wa: 
subservient to those that sent him on the firs 
opportunity, as desirous to be no way blame- 
able in what might be done for the advantage 
of the people. So, when he was come into 
the palace, he found Cv sonia, who was Caius’: 
wife, lying by Ijer husband’s dead body, 
which also lay do'cn on the ground, and de- 
stitute of all such things as the law allows to 

tian «ra, when the first triumvirate began under (.*&'sn 
1 oinpey, jmd Cras^us. 


the dead, and all over herself besmcai*cd with 
he blood of her husband’s w'ounds, and be- 
wailing the great alHiction she was under, 
her daughter lying by her also ; and nothing 
?lse was heard in these her circumstances but 
ler complaint of Caius, as if he had not re- 
;arded what she had often told him of before- 
land ; which words of hers were taken in a 
lilferent sense even at that time, and are now 
C‘;teemed equally ambiguous by those that 
lear of them, and are still interpreted accord- 
ng to the diflluent inclinations of people. 
Now some said that the words denoted, that 
slic had advised him to leave off his mad he- 
laviour and his barbarous cruelty to the ci- 
■izens, and to govern the public with mode- 
ration and virtue, lest he should perish by 
.he same way, ujioii their using him as he had 
ised them. But some said, that as certain 
words had passed concerning the con.spirators, 
she desired Caius to make no delay, but im- 
iiediately to put them all to death ; and this 
whether they were guilty or not, and that 
thereby he vvould be. out of the fear of any 
laiiger ; and that this was what she reproach- 
ed him for when she advised him so to do, 
■lit he was too slow and tender in the matter. 
And this was what Ccsonia said ; and what 
the opinions of men were about it. Bu 
hen she saw' Lupus approach, she showed 
him Caius’s dead body, and persuaded l}itn 
to come nearer, w ith lamentation and tears ; 
and as she perceived that Lupus was in dis- 
ler, and approached her in order to exe- 
cute some design disagreeable to himself, she 
k-as well aware for what purnose he came, 
and stretched out her naked throat, and that 
very cheerfully to him, bewailing her case, 
ike one utterly despairing of her life, and 
bidding him not to boggle at finishing the 
tragedy they had resolved upon relating to 
her. So she boldly received lier death s 
wound at the Irand of Lupus, as did the 
daughter after her. So Lupus inado haste to 
iiiforiii Cherea of what he had done. 

5. This was tlic end of Caius, after he had 
reigned four years, within four months. He 
was, even before he came to be emperor, ill- 
natured, and one that had arrived at the ut- 
most pitch of wickedness ; a slave to his plea- 
sures, and a lover of calumny ; greatly alfcct- 
ed by every terrible accident, and on that ac- 
count of a very murderous disposition where 
he durst show it. IL; enjoyed his exorbitant 
power to this only purpose, to injure those 
who least deserved it, with unreasonable inso- 
lence, and got his wealth by murder and in- 
justice. He laboured to appear above regaril . 
ing either what was divine or agreeable to the 
laws, but was a slave to the commeiidatiorrs 
of the populace ; and whatsoever the law s de- 
tcrhiined to be shameful, and punished, that 
he esteemed more honourable than what was 
virtuous. He was unmindful of his friends, 
how intinaate soever, and liiough they were 
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persons of tlio highest character ; and, if he 
was once angry at any of them, he would in- 
flict punishment upon them on the smallest 
occasions j and esteemed every man that en- 
deavoured to lead a virtuous life his enemy ! 
And whatsoever lie commmandod, he would 
not admit of any contradiction to his inclina- 
tions ; whence it was that he liad criminal 
conversation with his own sister ;• from which 
occasion chiefly it was also that a bitter hatred 
first sprang up against iiini among Ahe citi- 
zens, that sort of incest not having been known 
of a long time ; and so this provoked men to 
distrust him, and to hale him that was guilty 
of it. And for any great or royal work that 
he ever did, which might be for the present 
and for future ages, nobody can name any 
such, hut only the haven that he made about 
Rhegium and Sicily, for the reception of the 
ships that brought corn from Egypt ; which 
was indeed a uork without dispute very great 
in itself, and of very great advantage to the 
navigation. ^’et was not this work brought 
to perfection by him, hut was the one half of 
it left imperfect, by reason of bis want of ap- 
plication to it ; the cause of which was this, 
that lie employed his studies about useless 
matters, and that by spending his money upon 
such pleasures as concerned no one’s benefit 
but his own, he could not exert his liberality 
in things that were undeniably of great con- 
serjuence. Otherwise he was an excellent 
orator, and thoroughly acijuainted with the 
Greek tongue, as well as with his own country 
or Ilouiau language. lie was also able, oil- 
hand and readily, to give answers to composi- 
tions made by others, of considerable length 
and accuracy. He w as also more skilful in 
persuading others to very great things than 
any one else, and this from a natural atlabilily 
of temper, which had been improved liy iiuich 
exercise ami pains-tnking : for as he was the 
grandson f of the brother of 'Tiberius, whose 
successor he w as, this was a strong imiuccineiit 
to his acfpiiring of learning, because 'Tiberius 
aspired after tlie liighcst pitch of that sort of re- 
putiitioi’: ami Caiusaspired after llu- like glory 
for eloquence, being induced thereto by the 
letters of his kinsman and his emperor. He was 
also among the first rank of his owui citizens. 
But the advantages he received from his learn- 
ing did not countervail the mischief he brought 
upon himself in the exercise of his authority ; 
so difficult it is for those to obtain the virtue 
that is necessary for a wise man, who have 
the absolute power to do whm they please 

• Spanheitn lu-ui notes ir.sin Suetonius, that the ^ 
namp of C aius’H sliu-r, with wtioni he was guilty of in- 
cest. was DrusiDa; iUKl that Suetonius adds, he was 
guilty of the same <'iime with all his sisters also. He 
notes fartJ'.er th.at S etoniui omits the mention of the 
haven for «hi)ifi, whieh our author esteems ihoonly pub- 
lic work for the good til !> <• present and future ages 
which Caius left Ixjhind hu... ili.ujgJi in an imperftet 
condition. 

fThs^Caiiu was the v>m 0/ that excellent person. 
Germanicus, who wa.s tiie .srai of Hi u„us Uic brothef of / 

Tiberius the emperor. 


without control. At the first he got himself 
such friends as were in all respects the most 
w'ortby* and was greatly beloved by them, 
while he imitated their zealous application to 
the learning and to the glorious actions of the 
best men ; but when he became insolent to- 
wards them, they laid aside the kindness they 
had for him, and began to hate him ; from 
which hatred came that plot which they raised 
against liim, and wherein he perished. 


CHAPTER IJI. 

HOWCI.AUDllJS WAS SEIZED UPON, AND ItROUGHT 
OUT OF ms HOUSE, AND EKOL’GHT TO THE 
CAMP; AND HOW THE SENATE SENT AN EM- 
BASSAGE TO HIM. 

§ i. Now Claudius, as 1 said before, went 
out of that w'ay along which Cains was gone; 
and as the family was in a mighty disorder 
upon the sad jiccident of the murder of Caius, 
he was in great distress how to .save himself, 
and was iound to have hidden himself in .a 
certain narrow place, | lliough he had no 
other occasion for suspicion of any dangers, 
besides the dignity of liis birth ; fi»r while hu 
was a private man, he behaved himself with 
moderation, and was contented with hi.s ]>re- 
sent fortune, applying himself to learning, 
and especially to that of the Greeks, and 
keeping himself entirely clear fiom e\ei^ 
thing that might bring on any dislurhanee. 
But at this lime the multitude were under u 
conslci nation, and the whole palace was full 
of the soldiers* madness, and the very empe- 
ror’s guards seemed under the hke fear and 
disorder with private persons, the hand called 
pretiiriauj which was the purest part of the 
army, was in con.>nllalio.i what w.i', to lie 
done at this juncture. Now all tho.^e lluit 
were at ihi.-, consultation, had little regard to 
the punishment Cuius had sulTered, because' 
he justly deserved such hi.s foituiie; Imt they 
ivere ratlier considetiiig their own eircuni- 
stances, how they miglit lake the Dost care of 
themselves, especially while the Cennans were 
busy in punishing the murderers of Caius; 
w'hich yet was rather done to gratify their 
own savage temper, tiian lor the good of the 
public; all vi'hich things dislurhed Claudius, 
who was afraid of hisuviA safely, and this 
particularly becuu.se he .saw the heads of As- 
prenus and bis partners curried about. His 
tation had been oti a certain elevatt!d place, 
wliilher a few steps led liini, and whither he 
had retired in the dark by hiinsell’. But when 
Grains, who was one of the soldiers that be- 
longed to the palace, saw him, but did not 
well know by his countenance who he was, 

t The first place Claudius came to was inhabited, 
and callcil Hermeum, as Spanheim here informs ’•» 
from Suetonius, in C laud. c. x. 
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bcCHUiic it was dark, though he could well I 
judge that it was a man who was privately ■ 
the^e on some design, he came nearer to him ; 
and when Claudius desired that he would re- 
tire, he discovered wlio he was, and owned 
him to he Claudius. So he said to his fol- 
lowers, “ This is a Gcrmanicus ;• come on, 
let us choose him for our emperor.” But 
when Claudius saw they were making prepa- 
rations for taking him away by force, and was 
afraid they would kill him, as they had killed 
Caius, he besought them to spare him, put- 
ting them ill minil how quietly he had de- 
meaned himself, and that he was unacquaint- 
ed with what had been done. Hereupon 
Gratus smiled u])on him, and took him by 
the right hand, and said, “ Leave off. Sir, 
these low tlionghts of saving yourself, while 
you ought to have greater thoughts, even of 
obtaining the empire, which the gods, out of 
their concern for the habitable world, by tak- 
ing Caius out of the way, commit to thy vir- 
tuous conduct, (jo to, therefore, and accept 
of the throne of thy ancestors.” So they 
took him up and carried him, because be was 
not then able to go on foot, such was his 
dread and his jv^y at what was told him. 

2. Now’ there was already gathered toge- 
ther about (iratus, a great number of tin 
guards; and when they saw Claudius carrici 
uir, they looked with a sad countenance, a- 
mppo'-ing that he vras v’arried to e.\ecut:oi 
for the mischiefs that had boon lately done 
while yet tliey thought him a man who never 
meddled with public atlairs all his life long 
and one that had met with no contemptibl 
dangei'^. under the reign of Caius; and sum 
of them thought it reasonable that the consuls I 
f hoiild take cognizance of these matters ; and, • 
as still more and more of the soldiery got to 
gelher, the crow'd about him ran away, and'. 
Claudiuo could hardly go on, his body was i 
then so w'cak and those who carried his so- j 
dan, upon ai. inquiry that was made about 
his beii’.g carri''d df, ran away ami saved 
tlieinselve.s, as despairing of their lord’s pre- 
servation. But, when they were come into 
the large court of the palace (which, as the 
report goes -ibout it, was inhabited first of al 
the parts of the ‘ty of Home), and had just 
reached the public treasury, many more sol- 
diers came about him, us glad to see Claudius’s 
face, and thought it cxce<'ding right to make 
him emperor on atcuunt of their kindness for 
Germanicus, who his brother, and had 
left behind him a vast reputation among all 
that were acquainted with him. They reflect- 
ed also on the covetous temper of the leading 
men of the senate, and what great errors they 
had been guilty of when the senate had the 

t How Claudius, auotlif'r son of Drusus, which Hru- 
tus was the father of Uermanicus, could be here him- 
»elf callcil Germanicus. Suclonius informs us, when he 
assures us that, by a ilccrcc of the senate, the surname 
of liennauieus wa> bestowed upon Drusus, ’suul his 
Oostenty also — tMand. c. i. 


)F THE JEWS. 52.S 

government formerly ; they also considered 
;lie impossibility of such an undertaking, as 
also what dangers they should be in, if the 
;ovcrnment should come to a single person, 
and that such a one should possess it as they 
bad no hand in advancing, and not to Clau- 
iius, who would take it as their grant, and as 
gained by their good-will to him, and would 
einember the favours they had done him, and 
would make them a suflicient recompense for 
the same. 

3. These were the discourses the soldiers 
lad one with another by themselves, and they 
communicated them to all such as came in to 
them. Now those that inquired about this 
matterr, willingly embraced tlie invitation that 
was made them tc join w'ith the rest; so they 
carried Claudius into tlie camp, crowding a- 
bout him as his guard, and encompassing him 
ihout, one chairman still succeeding another, 
that their vehement endeavours might not be 
hindered. But as to the populace and sena- 
tors, they di'^agreed in their opinions. Tiie 
latter were very desirous to recover their for- 
mer dignity, ami were zealous to get clear of 
the slaviTy that bad been V)roughi on them 
by the injurious treatment of the tyrants, 
which the present opiiort unity alVorded them ; 
but for llic people, who were envious against 
them, and knew that the emperors were cap- 
able of curbing their covetous temper, and 
were a refuge frotn them, they were very glad 
that Claudius had heeii seized upon, atid 
brought to them, and thought, that if Clau- 
dius werebuade emperor, he would prevent a 
civil war, such as there was i.i the days of 
Pomjiey. But when the senate knew that 
Claudius was brought into the camp by the 
soldiers, they sent to him those of their body 
which had the best character for their virtues, 
that they might inform him that he ought to 
<lo nothing by \ioleuce, in order to gain the 
government ; that he who w as a single person, 

1 one either already, or hereafter to he a mem- 
ber of their body, ought to yield to the senate, 
which consisted of so great a number; that 
ho ought to let the law take place in the dis- 
posal of all that related to the public order, 
and to remember how greatly the former ty- 
rants had alHicted tlieir city, and what dangers 
both he and they luul escaped under Caius ; 
and that he ought not to hate the heavy bur- 
den of tyranny, when the injury is done by 
others, while he did himself wilfully treat his 
country after a mad and insolent manner; 
that if he would comply with them, and de- 
monstrate that his tirm resolution was to live 
quietly and virtuously, he would have the 
greatest honours decreed to him that a free 
people could bestow ; and by subjecting him- 
self to the law’, would obtain tliis branch of 
commendation, that he acted like a man of 
virtue, both as a ruler and a subject ; hut that 
if lie would act foolishly, and learn no wis- 
,dom I y CttinsN death, they would not perrail 
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him to go on ; that a great part of the army 
was got together for them, with plenty of 
weapons, and a great number of slaves, which 
-they could make use of: that good' hope was 
a great matter in such cases, as was also good 
fortune; and that the gods would never assist 
any others but those that undertook to act 
with virtue and goodness, who can l)e no o- 
ther than such as fight for the liberty of their 
country. 

4, Now the ambassadors, Veranius and ! 
Broccluis, who were both of them tribunes of] 
the people, made this speech to Claudius ; ] 
and filling down upon their knees, they 
begged of him that he would not throw the 
city into wars and misfortunes ; but when 
they saw what a multitude of soldiers encom- 
passed and guarded Claudius, and that the! 
forces that were with the consuls were, in | 
comparison of them, perfectly inconsiderable, 
they added, that if he did desire the govern- 
ment, he should accept of it as given by the 
senate ; that he would prosper better, and be 
happier if lie came to it, not by the injustice, 
but by the good-will of those that would be- 
stow it upon him. 


CHAPTER IV. 

what things king x\GRII’l*A DID I’OR CLAU- 
DIUS ; AND HOW CLAUDIUS, WHKN HK HAD ! 
TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT, COMMANDED THE ' 
MURDERERS OF CAIUS TO BE SLAIN. 

•]; 1. Now Ciaiuliiis, though he was sensible 
after what an insolent manner tlic senate had 
sent to him, yet did he, according to their ad- 
vice, behave liimself for the present with mo- 
deration ; but not so far that he could not re- 
cover himself out of his fright ; so he wa.s 
encouraged [to claim the government] partly 
by the boldness of the soldiers, and partly by 
the persuasion of king Agrippa, who exhorted 
him not to let such a dominion slip out of his 
hand.s, when it came thus to him of its own 
accord. Now this Agrippa, with relation to 
Cakis, did what became one that had been mi 
much .honoured by him ; for he embraced 
Caius's body after he was dead, and laid it 
upon a bed, and covered it as well as he could, 
and went out to the guards, and told them 
that Cains was still alive : but he sjiid that 
they should call for physicians, since he was 
very ill of his wounds, lint wlien he had 
learned that Claudius was carried away vio- 
lently by ihe soldiers, lie rushed through the 
crowd to him, and wlien he found tiiat he was 
in disorder, and ready to resign up the go- 
vernment to the senate, he encouraged him, 
asid desired him to : p the government; 
but when he had said this to Claudiu.s, he re- 
tired home. And, upoo the senate’s sending 
for himi he anoioied his head with o’ntment. 


as if he had lately accompanied with his wife, 
and had dismissed her, and then came to 
them : he also asked of the senators what 
Claudius did ; who told him the present state 
of aifairs, and then asked his opi'.don about 
the settlement of the public. He told them 
in w'ords, that he was ready to lose his life for 
the honour of the senate, but desired them 
to consider what v/as for their advantage, 
without any regard to what was most agree- 
able to them ; for that those who grasp at go- 
vernment, will stand in need of weapons and 
soldiers to guard them, unless they will set 
up witlunit any preparation for it, and so fall 
into danger. And when the senate replied, 
that they would bring in w'eaj^ons in abun- 
dance, and money, and tliat as to an army, 
part of it was already collected together for 

them, and they w^ould raise a larger one by 
giving the slaves their liberty, — Agrippa 
made answer, “ O senators! may you he able 
to compass what you have a mind to; yet wil 
I Immediately tell you my thought: because 
they tend to your preservation. Take notice, 

then, that the army which will fight for Clan 
dius hath been long exercised in warlike af- 
fairs ; but our army will be no belter than a 
rude multitude of raw men, and those such 
us have been unexpectedly made free from 
slaveiy, and- ungovernable; we must then 
fight against tiiose that arc skilful in war, 
with men who know not so much as how ta 
draw' their swords. .So that my ojiinion 
that wc should send some persons to Claudi 
us, to ])ersiuule him to lay dow n the govern- 
ment ; and 1 am ready to be one of your am- 
hassador.s, *’ 

‘J. Upon this speech of Agrippa, the senate 
comiilied with him, and lie was sent among 
Olliers, and privately informed Claudius of the 
disorder llie senate was in, and gave him in- 
struction.s to answer them in a Mimowliat com* 
manding strain, and a.s one invested with dig 
niiy and authority. Accordingly Claudius 
said to the ambassadors, that he did not won- 
der the senate liad no mind to have an em- 
peror over them, because they had lieeii harass- 
ed by the haibarity rif those lliat had formerly 
been at the head of their aifairs; but that lliey 
should taste of an e(|uilable government under 
him, and moderate times, while heslioiild on- 
ly he tlieii ruler in name, but tire authority 
should be equally common to them all ; and 
since he had passed through many and various 
scenes of life before their eyes, it would be 
good for them not to distrust him. So the 
ambassadors, upon llieir bearing this his an- 
sw'cr, were dismissed. But Claudius dis- 
coursed with the army which was there gath- 
ered together, who took oaths that they would 
persist in their fidelity to him ; upon which 
he gave the guards every man five thousand* 

This iiuiTitier of drachms to be distributed to each 
private itbldicr, live thousnnd drachmie, equal to twen- 
ty thousanil wstcrees, or one hundred and siatv-on' 
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drachmae a>piecc, and a proportionable quan- 
tity to their captains, and promised to give 
the same to the rest of the armies wheresoe- 
ver they were. 

3. And now the consuls called the senate 
together, into the temple of Jupiter the Con- 
queror, while it was still night; but some of 
those senators concealed themselves in the 
city, being uncertain what to do, upon the 
hearing of this summons; and some of them 
went out of the city to their own farms, as 
foreseeing whither tlie public aflairs were go- 
ing, and despairing of liberty; nay, these 
supposed it much better for them to be slaves 
without danger to themselves, and to live a 
lazy and inactive life, than by claiming the 
dignity of their forefathers, to run the hazard 
of their own safety. However, a hundred, 
and no more, were gotten together; and as 
tliey were in consultation about the present 
posture of aflairs, a sudden clamour was 
made by the soldiers that were on their side, 
desiring, that the senate would choose them 
an emperor, and not bring the government 
into ruin by setting up a multitude of 
rulers. So they fully declared themselves to 
be for the giving the government not to 
all- but to one; but they gave the senate 
leave to look out for a person worthy to be 
set over them, insomuch, that now the aflairs 
of the senate were much worse than before ; 
because they had not only failed in the reco- 
very of their liberty, which they boasted them- 
selves of, but were in dread of Claudius also. 
Ye£ there were those that hankered after the 
government, both on account of the dignity of 
their flunilics, and that accruing to them by 
their marriages; for Marcus Minucianus was 
illustrious, both by liis own nobility and by 
his having married Julia, the sister of Cains, 
who accordingly was very ready to claim the 
governnient, although the consuls discourag- 
ed him, and x; ado one delay after another in 
pruiiosing it ; that Minucianus xdso, who was 
one of Caius’s murderers, restrained Valerius 
of Asia from thinking of such thing and a 
prodigious slaughter there had beer if le 
had been given to these men to set up for 
themselves, und 'mpose Claudius. There were 
also a considerable number of gladiators be- 
sides, and of those soldiers who kept watch 
by night in the city, and rowers of t^bips, who 
all ran into the camp ; insomuch, that of thos< 
who put in for the government, some left off 
their pretensions, in order to spare the city, 
and others out of fear for their own persons. 

4. But as soon as ever it was day, Cherea. 
and those that w^ere with him, came into the 

|K)unds sterling, seems inuelt too large, and directly 
contradicU Suetonius, ch. x, who makes them in all 
but fifteen sesterces, or i .vu shilliiin and fourpence. 
Yet might Josephus have this nunmer from Agrip^ia, 
hmlor, though 1 doui^t Uic thousands, or at least tht 
hundroils, have been added by the transenbers; of 
which we have had several examples already in Jose- 


senate, and attempted to mhke speeches to the 
soldiers. However, the multitude of those 
soldiers, when they saw that they were mak- 
ing signals for silence vvith their hands, and 
were ready to begin to speak tb tbem, grew 
;umultuous, and would not let them speak at 
all, because they were all zealous to bo under 
a monarchy ; and they 'demanded of the se- 
nate one for their ruler, as not enduring any 
longer delays. t$ut the senate hesitated about 
either their own governing, oY how tliey should 
hemselvcs be governed, wdiile the soldier** 
would not admit them to govern ; and the 
murderers of Caius would not permit the sol- 
diers to dictate to them. "When they w ere in 
;hcse circumstances, Cherea was not able to 
contain the anger he had, and promised, that 
1 they desired an emperor, he would give 
hem one, if any one w'ould bring him the 
watch- w'ord from Eulychus. Now, this Eu- 
ychus was charioteer of the green-band fac- 
ion, styled Prasine, and a great friend of 
]!aius, who used to harass the soldiery with 
•uilding stables for the horses, and spent his 
line in ignominious labours, which occasion- 
J Cherea to reproach them wdth him, and to 
abuse them with much other scurrilous Ian 
uage ; and told them he would bring theirj 
the head of Claudius ; and that it was an 
amazing thing that, after their fornijer mad 
ness, they should commit their government to 
a fool. Yet were not tliey moved with his 
w'ords, but drew their swords, and look up 
:heir ensigns, and went to Claudius, to join 
in taking the oath of fidelity to him. So the 
lenate were left without any body to defend 
them ; and the very coxisuls difi'ered nothing 
>om private persons. 'J'hcy were also under 
consternation and sorrow, men not knowing 
wlwil w'oiild become of them, because Clau- 
dius was very angry at them ; so they fell a 
reproaching one another, and repented oi 
w hat they had done. At which juncture Sa 
binus, one of Caius's murderers, threatened 
that he would sooner come into the midst oi 
them and kill himself, than consent to make 
Claudius emperor, and see slavery returning 
ipon them ; he also abused Cherea for loviug 
his life too well, while he who w'as the first 
in his contempt of Caius, could think it a 
good thing to live, when, even by all tliat 
they had done for the recovery of their liber- 
ty, they had found it impossible to do it. But 
Cherea said he had no manner of doubt upon 
him about killing himself ; yet he would first 
sound the iMtentious of Claudius before he 
did it. 

5. These were the debates [about the se- 
nate] ; but in the camp every body was crow'd- 
ing ou ail sides to pay their court to Clau- 
dius ; and the other consul, Quintus Ponipo- 
nius, was reproached by the soldiery as hav- 
ing rather exhorted the senate to recover their 
liberty ; whereupon they drew their swords, 
and were goinp to assault him, and they had 
2 L 
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doiitt it, if Claudius had not hindered them, 
who snatched the consul out of the danger he 
was in, and set him by him. 13ut he did not 
receive that part of the senate which was with 
Quintus in the like honourable manner; nay, 
some of them received blows, and w’ere thrust 
away as they came to salute Claudius ; nay, 
Aponius went away Grounded, and they were 
all in danger, flowever^ Agrippa went 
up to Claudius, and desired he uoidd treat 
the senators more gently ; for if any mischief 
should come to the senate, he would have no 
others over whom to rule. Claudius com- 
plied with him, and called the senate together 
into the palace, and was carried thither him- 
self through the city, while the soldiery con- 
ducted him, though this was to the great vex- 
ation of tlie multitude ; for Clierea and Sahi- 
mis, two of Caius’s murderers, went in the 
fore- front of them, in an open manner, while 
Pollio, whom Claudius, a little before, had 
made captain of his guards, had sent them an 
epistolary edict, to forbid them to appear in 
public. Then did Claudius, uj)on his com- 
ing to the palace, get his friends together, 
and desired their suflrages about Chorea. 
I’hey said that the work lie had done was a 
glorious one ; but they accused him that he 
did it of perfuiiousness, and thought it just 
to inflict the punishment 1 of death] upon him, 
to discountenance sucli actions for the time 
to come. So Chcrea was led to his execu- 
tion, and Lupus and many otlier iioinans 
with him. Now it is reported tijat Cherea 
bore his calamity courageously ; and this not 
only by the firmness of his own behaviour 
under it, but by the reproaches he laid upon , 
Lupus, who fell into tears ; for when Lupus 
had laid his garment aside and complained 
of the cold,* he said, that cold was never 
nurtful to Lupus [i. e. a wolf]. And as a 
great many men went along with them to sec 
the sight, when Cherea came to the place, he 
asked the soldier who was to be their execu- 
tioner, whether this office was what he was 
used to, or whether this was the first time of 
his using his sword in that manner; and de- 
aired him to bring him that very sword witli 
which he himself slew Caius. So he was' 
happily killed at one stroke. 13ut Lupus 
did, not meet with such good fortune in go- 
ing out of the world, since he was timorous, 
and had many blows levelled at liis neck, be- 
cause he did not stretch it out boldly [as he 
ought to have done]. 

6. Now a few' days after this, as the Pa- 
rental Solemnities w'cre.jiist at hand, the Ho- 
man multitude made their usual oblations to 
their several ghosts, and \)ut portions into the 
fire in honour of Cherea, and besought him 

* This piercing colti ..t* --implainedof by Lupus, 
agrees well to the time of tne year when Claudius be- 
gan hi* reign j it being to» . (jriain about the months of 
November, Dcccmlier, ord-c aary, and most probably 
ft few day* after January the tw'enty-fourth and a few 
Uftyt before the Roman Parental ia. i 
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to be merciful to them, and not continue hia 
anger against them for their ingratitude. And 
this was the end of the life that Cherea came 
to. Hut for Sabimis, although Claudius not 
only set him at liberty, but gave him leave to 
retain his former command in the army, yet 
did he think it would be unjust in him to fail 
of ])erforming his obligations to his fellow- 
confederates ; so he fell upon his sword, and 
killed himself, the wound reaching up to the 
very hilt of the sw'ord f 


CHAPTER V. 


HOW CLAUIMUS IIESTOIIKD TO AGUHT’A HIS 
GIl AN DFAT 1 1 l .ll’s K I NG HOMS, A UG.M ENT !•: I) 
HIS DOMINIONS; AND HOW HE I'D JJIJSH K D 
AN EDICT IN HEHALF OF THE JEWS. 


§ 1. Now, when Claudiu-s had taken out of 
the way all those soldiers whom he suspected, 
which he did immediately, he published an 
edict, and therein confirmed that kingdom to 
Agrippa which Cains had given him, and 
therein commended the king highly. He also 
made an addition lo it of ail that country 
over which Herod, who was his graiidfathci, 
had reigned, that is, Judea and Samaria; and 
this he restored to liim as due to his family. 
Hut for Abila| of Lysanias, and all that lay 
at Mount Libamis, he bestoweil them upon 
him, as out of his own territories. Hq^also 

t tt is lv>th hero .'uul elspwhoro very remarkable, that 
the nuinlcrs of the vilest tyrants who yet hif»hly ileserv. 
eil to (lie, when the tinirderers were uhiUt oaths, or 
other the like ohlij^ations of fidelity to them, were nsii- 
jtily revenged, and the e-unlorers were cut ofl* them- 
M iVcs, and that after a rejiiarkahlo manner; uiul this 
sometimes, as in the pre-ent ea<ii*, by those very jKrrsotis 
who were not sorry for such murders, but got kingdoms 
by till in, riie esatnjiles arc i ery numerous, hofh ui 
I s icrod and p'ofane hi.stfjries, and seem generally iudiiM- 
t.onsof divine vengeanee on such nmrdergrs. Nor is 
II unworthy of remark, that sueh murderers of tyranti 
do ir usuaily on sueh ill principles, in suehacruel man- 
ni r, ai»da>roady to involve theiuuoeent with the guilty, 
which was the case heie (eha]). i, seet. 1, and chap, u, 
sect. I), as justly ile.ver veil the divine vengeancx* upon 
them. W hieh sixins to have been the (au»e of Jehu al- 
so, when, bcsidfi the house of Ah.ab, for whose slangli- 
ter lie had a eonimission from God, without any sueh 
commission, any justice or commisorntion, he killed 
Ahab’s great men, and aeipiaintancc, .tbd priests, and 
forty-two of tfie Kindred of Ahoziah, 2 Kings, x, 11— 
11. Nee llo.s. i, 1. I do not mean here to oondeinn 
Kluid or Judith, or the like cxccMilioiicrs of God’s ven- 
geance on those wicked tyrants who had unjustly oiv 
pressed (irwi’s own pcojde under their theocracy » who 
as they appear still to nave had.hu selfish designs nor 
intentions to slay the innoei-nt, so had they still a di- 
vine commission, or a divine impulse, which was their 
eoinmissinn, for what they did. Judges iii, 1.5, <9. » 

Judith ix, 2; Test. Levi. sect. 5, in Autlicnt. Itec. fx 
312. See also page 1.32. 

t Here St> Luke is in some measure wnflrmwl, when 
he hifomisiw, ch. iii, 1, that Lysanias was some time 
before tetrarch of Abilene, whose capital was Abila; as 
he is farther eonfinned by ITolemy, the great geogra- 
pher, whieh Spanheim here olwcrvcs, when ho ealis 
that city Abila of Lysanhis. Nee the note on b. xvii. 
ell. xl, uocl. 1 ; and Hr id. at the years thirty-slx ftn« 
twenty-two. I esteem tiiis principality to have belongs 
to the land of Canaan originally, to have been the bury 
ing-place of Abel, and referred to as such. Matt, xxni, 
35; Lukexi, 61. Authent. Rec. part. U, p. 883- 
ihH't 
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made a league with this Agrippa, confirmed 
by oaths, in the middle of the forum, in the | 
city of Rome ; he also took away from An- 
tiochus that kingdom which he was possessed 
of, but gave him a certain part of Cilicia and 
Commagena ; he also set Alexander Ijysima- 
chus, the alabarch, at liberty, who had been 
his old friend, and steward to his mother An- 
tonia, but had been imprisoned by Caius, 
whose son [Marcus] married Bernice, the 
daughter of Agrippa. But when Marcus, 
Alexander’s son, was dead, who liad married 
her when she was a virgin, Agrippa gave her 
in marriage to his brother Herod, and begged 
for him of Claudius the kingdom of Chalcis. 

2. Now, about this time there was a sedi- 
tion betw'een tlie Jews and the Greeks, at the 
city of Alexandria ; for, when Cains was 
dead, the nation of tlie Jews, which had been 
very much mortified under the reign of Caius, 
and reduced to very great distress by the peo- 
ple of Alexandria recovered itself, and im- 
mediately took up their arms to fight for 
themselves. So Claudius sunt an order to 
the president of Egypt, to quiet that tumult ; 
ho also sent an edict, at the request of king 
.\grlppa and king Herod, both to Alexandria 
aiui to Syria, whose contents were us follows *. 
“Tiberius Claudius Ca?sar Agustus Ger- 
manicus, high-priest, and tribune of the peo- 
ple, ordains thus : — Since I am assured that 
the Jews of Alexandria, called Alexandrians, 
have been joini inhabitants in the earliest times 
with the Alexandrians, and have obtained 
from their kings equal privileges with them, 
as is f" Ideiu by the public records that are in 
their possessi»>u, and the edicts themselves ; 
and that after Alexandria had bt .iibjected 
to our empire by Augustus, their rights and 
privileges have been preserved by those presi- 
dents who have at divers times been sent 
thither; ami 'hat no dispute had bet*n raised 
about those rignts and privileges, even when 
Aquila was go' criior of Alexandria ; and 
that when the Jewish ethuareli was dead, Au- 
gustus did not prohibit the making^ such eth- 
narchs, as willing flmt all men should be so 
subject [to the Roiuans] as to continue in 
the observation ^ their own customs, and 
not be forced to transgress the ancient rules 
of their own country religion ; but that, in 
the time of Caius, the A levaiulrians became 
insolent toward the Jews that were among 
them, which Cains, out of his great madness, 
and want of understanding, reduced the na- 
tion of the Jews very low, because they w'ould 
not transgress the religious w'orsbip of their 
country, and call him a god : I will, therefore, 
that the nation of the ./ews be not deprived of 
their rights and privileges, ou .wcount of the 
madness of Caius; hut iliat Ihose rights and 
privileges, which they formerly enjoyed, be 
preserved to them, and tliat they may continue 
in their own customs. And I ch.irge both j 
parties to take very great care that no troubles | 


may arise after the promulgation of this e- 
dict.” 

3. And such were the contents of this edict 
on behalf of the Jews, that was sent to Alex- 
aridria. But the edict that was sent into the 
other parts of the habitable earth was this 
which follows : — “Tiberius Claudius Caesar 
Augustus Germanicus, high-priest, tribune 
of the people, chosen coiftiil the second time, 
ordains thus; — Upon the petition of king 
Agrippa and king Herod, who are persons very 
dear to me, that I would grant tlie same rights 
and privileges should be preserved to the Jews 
which are in all the Roman empire, which I 
have granted to those of Alexandria, I very 
willingly comply therewith ; and this grant I 
make not only for the sake of the petitioners, 
but as judging those Jews for whom I have 
been petitioned worthy of such a favour, on 
account of their fidelity and friendship to the 
Romans. I think it .also very just that no 
Grecian city should be deprived of such rights 
and privileges, since they were preserved to 
them under the great Augustus. It will 
therefore be fit to permit the Jews, who arc 
in all the world under us, to keep their an- 
cient customs without being hindered so to 
do. And I do charge them als6 to use this 
my kindness to them with moderation, and 
not to show a contempt of the superstitious 
observances of otlier nations, but to keep their 
own laws only. And I will that tliis decree 
of mine be engraven on tables by the magis- 
trates of the cities and colonies, and munici- 
pal places, both those within Italy and those 
without it, both kings and governors, by the 
means of tlic ambassadors, and to have them 
exposed to the public for full thirty days, in 
such a place, whence it may plainly be read 
from the ground.” * 


CHAPTER VI. 

WHAT THINGS WERE DONE BY AORIPBA AT JE- 
RUSALEM WHEN HE WAS RETURNED BACK 
INTO JUDEA; AND WTIAT IT WAS THAT TE- 
XTRON I US WROTE TO THE INHABITANTS OF 
DORIS, IN BEHALF OF THE JEWS. 

§ 1. Now Claudius C.psar, by these decrees 
of his which were sent to Alexandria and to 
ali the habitable earth, made known what 
opinion he had of the Jews. So he soon sent 
Agripj)a av ay to take his kingdom, now he 
was adv,anced to a more illustrious dignity 
than before, and sent letters to the presidents 
ami procurators of the provinces, tliat they 
should trejit him very kindly. Accordingly 
he returned in haste, as was likely he would, 

* This form w.as so known and frequent among the 
Rotnacs, as Dr. Hudson hero tolls us from (he great 
Scldcii, ihat it used to Ik? thus representtHl at the bottom 
of Ihfij edicts by the initial letters only, U. 1). H. R. 
Ij. I*., Unde De Plano Recle Lege “ Whence U 

may he plainly read from the ground.” 



528 


ANTIQUITIES OF HE JEWS. 


BOOK XIX 


now he returned in much greater prosperity 
than he had before. He also came to Jeru- 
salem and offered all the sacrifices that be- 
longed to him, and omitted nothing which 
the law required j ♦ on which account he or- 
dained that many of the Nazarites should 
have their heads shorn. And for the golden 
chain which had been given him by Caius, of 
equal weight W'ith 'that iron chain wherewith 
his royal hands had been bound, he hung it 
up within the limits of the temple, over the 
treasury, f that it might be a memorial of the 
severe fate he had lain under, and a testimony 
of his change for the better ; that it might be 
a demonstration how the greatest prosperity 
may have a fall, and that God sometimes 
raises what is fallen down : for this chain 
thus dedicated, afforded a document to all 
men, that king Agrippa had been once bound 
in a chain for a small cause, but recovered 
his former dignity again ; and a little while 
afterw'ards got out of his bonds, and w'as ad- 
vanced to be a more illustrious king than lu* 
was before. Whence men may understand, 
that all that partake of human nature, how 
great soever they are, may fall ; and that those 
that fall may gain their former illustrious 
dignity again. 

2. And when Agrippa had entirely finish- 
ed all the duties of the divine worship, he 
removed Theophilus, the son of A nanus, 
from the high-priesthood, and bestowed that 
honour of his on vSimon the son of Boethus, 
whose name was also Cantheras, whose daugh- 
ter king Herod had married, as I have re- 
lated above. Simon, therefore, had the [liigh] 
priesthood with his brethren, and with his fa- 
ther, in like manner as the sons of Simon, 
the son of Onias, w ho were three, had it for- 
merly under the government of the Macedo- 
nians, as we have related in a former book. 

3. When the king had settled the high- 
priesthood after this manner, he returned the 
kindness which the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
had shown him ; for he released them from 
the tax upon houses, every one of whom paid 
it before, thinking it a good thing to requite 
the tender aifection of those that loved him. 
He also made Silas the general of his forces, 
as a man who had partaken with him in many 
of his troubles. But after a very little while 
the young men of Doris, preferring a rash at- 
tempt beibre piety, and being naturally bold 

« Josephus shows, both here and eh. vii, sect. 3, that 
he had a much greater opinion of king Agrippa I. than 
SiToon the learned rabbi, than the people of Cesarea 
and Sebaste, ch. vii, sect. 4, and ch. ix, sect. 1 ; and 
indeed than his double-dealing between the senate and 
Claudius, chap, iv, sect. than his slaughter of James, 
the brother of John, and his imprisonment of Peter, 
or his vain-glorious behaviour before he died, both in 
Acts xii, 1, 2, 3; and here, ch. iv, sect. 1, will justify 
or allow, Josephus’s character was probably taken from 
his son Agrippa, junior. 

f This treasury-chamber seems to have been the very 
same in which our Saviour tnught, and where the peo- 
ple offered their charity money, for the repairs or other 
uses of the temple. Mark xii, 41, &c.: Luke xxii, 1 ; 
Jnhe vUi, 20. 


and insolent, carried a statue of Caesar into a 
synagogue of the Jews, and erected it there. 
'I’liis procedure of theirs greatly provoked 
Agrippa ; for it plainly tended to the dissolu- 
tion of the law's of his country. So he came 
withoirt delay to Publius Petronius, who was 
then president of Syria, and accused the peo- 
ple of Doris. Nor did he less resent what 
was done than did Agrippa; for ho judged it 
a piece of impiety to transgress the law s that 
regulate the actions of men. So he wrote the 
follow'ing letter to the people of Doris in an 
angry strain : “ Publius Petronius, the pre- 
sident under Tiberius Claudius Caesar Au- 
gustus Germanicus, to the magistrates of Do- 
ris, ordains as follows : Since some of you 
have had the Imldness, or madness ratlier, 
after the edict of Claudius Ctesar Atigustus 
Germanicus, was published, for permitting 
the Jews to observe the laws of their country, 
not to obey the same, but have acted in entire 
opposition thereto, as forbidding the Jews to 
assemble together in the .synagogue, by re- 
moving Ciesar’s statue, and setting it up 
therein, and thereby have offended not only 
the Jew's, but the emperor hiiiisclf, wdiose 
statue is more coinmodiously placed in his 
ow'n temple than in a foreign one, w'here is 
the place of assembling together ; while it is 
hut a part of natural justice, th.at every one 
should have the power over the place belong- 
ing peculiarly to themselves, according to the 
determination of Caesar, — to say notlung of 
my own determination, which it W'ould be 
ridiculous to mention after the emperor’s 
edict, which gives the Jews leave to make 
use of their own customs, as also gives order 
that they enjoy equally the rights of citizens 
with the Greeks themselves,—! therefore or- 
dain, that Proculus Vitelliiis, the centurion, 
bring those men to me, who, contrary to Au- 
gustus’s edict, have been so insolent as to do 
this thing, at which those very men who ap- 
pear to be of principal reputation among 
them, have an indignation also, and allege 
for themselves, that it was not done with 
their consent, but by the violence of the mul- 
titude, that they may give an account of what 
hath been done. 1 also exhort the principal 
magistrates among them, unless they have a 
mind to have this action esteemed to be done 
with their consent, to inform the centurion of 
those that were guilty of it„and take care that 
no handle be hence taken for raising a sedi- 
tion or quarrel among them ; which those 
seem to me to hunt after, who encourage 
such doings; while both I myself, and king 
Agrippa, for whom 1 have the highest ho- 
nour, have nothing more under our care than 
that the nation of the Jews may have no oc- 
casion given them of getting together, under 
the pretence of avenging themselves, and be- 
come tumultuous. And that it may be more 
publicly known what Augustus hath resolved 
about this whole matter, 1 have subjoined 
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thoue edicts whi ii lie hatli lately caused to be 
published at Alexandria, and which, although 
they may be well known to all, yet did king 
Agrippa, for whom I have the highest ho- 
nour, read them at that time before my tri- 
bunal, and pleaded that the Jews ought not 
to be deprived of those rights which Augus- 
tus hath granted them. I therefore charge 
you, that you do not, for the time to come, 
seek for any occasion of sedition or disturb- 
ance, but that every one be allowed to follow 
their own religious customs.” 

4, 'J’hiis did l*etroiiius take care of this 
matter, that such a breach of the law might 
be corrected, and that no such thing might 
be attempted afterwards against the Jews, 
And now king Agrippa took the [high] 
priesthood away from Simon Cantberas, and 
put Jonathan, the son of Anaiuis, into it 
again, and owned that he was more worthy 
of that dignity than the other, lint this was 
not a thing acceplable to him, to recover that 
liis former dignity. So he refused it, and 
said, •* O king ! 1 rejoice in the honour that 
thou bast for me, and take it kindly that thou 
wouldst give me such a dignity of thy own 
inciiiiatious, althougli God hath judged that 
I am not at all worthy of the high-priesthood. 
I am satislied with having once put on the 
sacred garnietits ; for I then put them on 
after a mm-e holy manner than I should now 
"oceivc them again. But, if thou dcsirest 
that a person more worthy than myself should 
have this honouralile employment, give me 
leave to name thee such a one. I have a 
brother that is pure from all sin against (iod, 
and of all oflenccs against thyself; I recom- 
mend him to thee, as one that is tit for this 
dignity.” So the king was pleased with these 
words of his, and passed by Jonathan, and, 
according to his brother's desire, bestowed 
trie high-priest iood upon Matthias. Nor was 
it long before Marcus succeeded Petronius, 
as president of Syria. 


CIIAPTEll VII. 

CONCKHNING SILAS, AND ON WHAT ACCOUNT 

IT WAS THAT KING AGUllTA WAS ANGRY AT 
HIM. HOW AGRIPl'A UlittAN TO ENCOMPASS 
JERUSALEM WIT/I A WALT. ; AND WHAT BE- 
NEFITS HE BESTOWED ON TUL INHABITANTS 
OF BERYTUS. 

§ 1. Now Silas, the general of the king’s 
horse, because he had been faithful to him un- 
der all his misfortunes, and had never refused 
to be a partaker with him in any of bis dan- 
gers, but had oftentimes undergone the most 
hazardous dangers for him, was full of assur- 
ance, and thought lie might expect a sort of 
equality with the king, on account of the firm- 
ness of the friendship he had shown to idm. 
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Accordingly, he would nowhere let the king 
sit as his superior, and took the like liberty 
in speaking to him upon all occasions, till he 
became troublesome to the king, when they 
were merry together, extolling himself be- 
yond measure, and oft putting the king 
ill mind of the severity of fortune he had 
undergone, that he might, by way of os- 
tentation, demonstrate what zeal he had 
shown in his service; and was continual- 
ly harping upon this string, what pains he 
had taken for him, and much enlarged still 
upon that subject. The repetition of this so 
freipiently seemed to reproach the king, in- 
somuch that he took this ungovernable liber- 
ty of talking very ill at his hands. For the 
commemoration of times, when men have 
been under ignominy, is by no means agree- 
able to then) ; and he is a very silly man, 
who is perpetually relating to a person what 
kindness he had done him. At last, therefore, 
Silas had so thoroughly provoked the king’s 
indignation, that he acted rather out of pas- 
sion than good consideration, and did not on- 
ly turn Silas out of liis place, as general of his 
horse, but sent him in bonds into his own 
country. But me edge of bis anger wore oflF 
by length of time, and made room for more 
just reasonings as to bis judgment about this 
man ; and he consideivtl how many labours 
he bad undergone for his sake. So when 
Agrippa was solemn i/ing Ins birth-day, and 
he gave festival entertainments to all his sub- 
jects, he sent for Silas on the sudden vo be 
his guest. But, as he was u very frank man, 
he thought he had now a just handle given 
him to be angry ; which be could not conceal 
from those that caipe for him, but said to 
them, “ What honour is this the king invites 
me to, which I conclude will soon be over ? 
For the king hath not let me keep those ori 
ginal marks of the good-will 1 bore him, 
which I once had from him ; but he hath 
plundered me, and that unjustly also. Does 
ire think that 1 can leave olf that liberty of 
speech, which, upon the consciousnesss of my 
deserts, 1 shall use more loudly than before, 
and shall relate bow many misfortunes I have 
delivered him from ? how many labours I 
have undergone for him, whereby I procur- 
ed him deliverance and respect ? as a reward 
for which I have borne tlie hardships of bonds 
and a dark prison ! 1 shall never forget this 
usage. Nay, perhaps, my very soul, when it 
is departed out of the body, will not forget 
the glorious actions I did on his account.*' 
This was the clamour 1 m> made ; and he or- 
dered the messengers to tell it to the king. 
So he perceived that Silas was incurable in 
his folly, and still suffered him to lie in 
prison. 

2. As for the walls of Jerusalem, that were 
adjoining to the new city [Bezetha], he re- 
paired them at the expense of the public, and 
built them wider in breadth and higher in «1 
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ti tilde ; and he had nnade them too strong for 
all human power to demolish, unless Marcus, 
the then president of Syria, had by letter in- 
formed Claudius Csesar of what he do- 
ing, And when Claudios had some suspi- 
cion of attempts for innovation, he sent to 
Agrippa to leave off the building of those 
walls presently. So he obeyed, as not think- 
ing it proper to contradict Claudius. 

3. Now, this king was by nature very be- 
neficent, and liberal in his gifts, and very am- 
bitious to oblige people with such large dona- 
tions; and he made' himself very illustrious 
by the many chargeable presents he made 
tiiern. lie took delight in giving, and re- 
joiced in living with good reputation. lie 
was not at all like that Herod who reigned 
before him ; for that Herod was ill-natured, 
and severe in his punishments, and had no 
mercy on them that he hated ; and every 
one perceived that he was more friendly to 
the Greeks than to the Jews ; for he adorned 
foreign cities with large presents in money ; 
with building them baths and theatres besides; 
nay, in some of those places, he erected tem- 
ples, and porticoes in others ; but he did not 
vouchsafe to raise one of the least: edifices in 
any Jewish city, or make them any donation 
that was worth mentioning. But Agrippa’s 
temper was mild, and equally liberal to all 
men. He vv;h humane to foreigners, and 
made them sc^^il)le of his liberality. lie was 
in like manner ratiier of a gentle and compas- 
sionate temjier. Accordingly, lie loved to 
live coniinualiy at Jerusalein, and was exact- 
ly careful in the observance of tlie laws of 
ids country. He therefore kept himself en- 
tirely pure : nor did ai^' day pass over his 
head without its apjioinfed sacrifice. 

4. However, there was a certain man of the 
Jewish nation at Jerusalem, who appeared to 
be very accurate in tlie knowledge of the 
law. His name was Simon, This man got 
together an assembly, while the king was ab- 
sent at Cesarca, and had the insolence to ac- 
cuse him as not living holily, and th.it he 
might justly be excluded out of the temple, 
since it belonged only to native Jews. But 
the general of Agrippa’s army informed him, 
that Sinmn iiad made such a speech to the 
people. So tlie king sent for liiin ; and, as he 
was then sitting in the theatre, he bade him sit 
down by him, and said to liim with a low 
and gentle voice,-— “ What is there ilone in 
this place that is contrary to the law?” But 
ne had nothing to say for himseJf, but bi-gged 
ids pardon. So the king w'as more easily i- | 
concilcd to him ihai • could have imagin- 
ed, as esteeming iniidness a better quality in 
a king than anger, and knowing that mode- 
ration ta more beeon m great men than 
paiMUon. So he made Simon a small present, 
and dismissed him. 

5. Now, as Agriopa was a great builder in 
many places, he paid a peculiar regard to the 
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people of Berytus : for he erected a theatre 
for them, superior to many others of that sort, 
both in sumptuousness and elegance, as also 
an ainphilhealre, built at vast expenses ; and 
besides these, he built them ballis and porti- 
coes, and spared for no costs in any of his e- 
dificcs, to render them both handsome and 
large. He also spent a great deal upon their 
dedication, and exhibited shows upon ihem, 
and brought thither musicians of all sorts, ami 
such as made the most delightful music of 
the greatest variety. He also sliow’ed his 
magnificence upon the theatre, in his great 
number of gladiators ; and there it was that 
he exhibited the several antagonists, in order 
to please the spectators ; no lewer indeed than 
seven liundreil men to fight with seven hun- 
dred other men ;* and allotted all the inale- 
f.iciors he had for this exercise, that both the 
malefactors might receive their punishment, 
and that this operation of w ar might be a re- 
creation in peace. And thus were these cri- 
minals all destroyed at once. 


CHABTPHl VHI. 

WHAT OTHKU ACTS ViEHK DONE UY AGUHT’A 
UNTIL HIS DEATH; AND AETKIl WHAT MAN- 
NER HE DIED. 

§ 1. When Agrippa had finished what 1 have 
above reVited at Berytus, he removed to 'I’i- 
berias, a city of Galilee, Now he was in great 
esteem among other kings. Accordingly 
there came to him Anliochus, king of Com- 
inagena, Sampsigeramus, king of Phnesa, and 
Colys, who was king of llie Lesser Armenia, 
and Polemo, who was king of Pontus, as 
also Herod his brother, who was king ol 
Chalcis. All these he treated with agreeable 
entertainments, and after an obliging manner, 
and so as to exhibit the greatness of Jiis mind, 
— and .so as to appear worthy of those respects 
which the kings paid to him, by coining thus 
to see him. However, while these kings staid 
with him, Marcus, the president of Syria, 
came thither. So the king, in order to pre- 
serve the respect tliat w as due to the Homans, 
went out of the city to meet him, as f.ir as 
seven furlongs. But tin's pi'uved to be tlie 
beginning of a diflei cnee between him and 
Marcus ; for he took with him in his chariot 
those other kings as his assessors. But Mar- 
cus had a suspicion what the meaning could 
be of so great a friendship of these king.s one 
with .another, and did not think so close an 
agreement of so many potentates to he for the 
interest of the Romans, He therefore sent 
some of his domestics to every one of them, 
and enjoined them to go their ways home 

• A strange number of condcmne<l criminals to l>e 
under st^ntcnce of death at once ; no fewer^ it seems. 



iiiAP. vin. 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


531 


without further delay. This was very ill 
taken by Agrippa, wlio after that became his 
enemy. And now he took the high-priest- 
hood away from Matthias, and made Elion- 
cus, the son of Cantheras, high-pricst in his 
stead, 

a. Now, wdieii Agrippa had reigned three 
years over all Judea, he came to the city Ce- 
sarea, which was formerly called Strato*s 
Tower ; and there he exhibited shows in ho- 
uour of Caisar, upon his being informed that 
there was a certain festival celebrated to make 
vows for his safety. At which festival, a great 
multitude was gotten together of the princi- 
pal persons, and such as were of dignity 
llirough his province. On the second day of 
which shows he pul on a garment made wliol- 
ly of silver, and of a contexture truly wur»- 
derful, and came into the theatre early in the 
mornijig; at which time the silver of his gar-j 
ment being illuminated by the fresh reflection | 
of the sun’s rays upon it, shone out after a i 
siirj)rising maimer, and was so resplendent as 
to sjnead a horror over those that looked in- 
tently upon him; and presently his Uattereisj 
cried 01 ! t, one from one place, and another | 
from another (though not for his good), that 
he .as a god: and they added, “ Be thou 
merciful to us ; for although we liave hitherto 
reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall w'e 
licncefortli own thee as superior to mortal 
nature.” Upon this tlie king did neither re- 
buki* them, nor reject their impious Hattery. 
But, as he pres^ ntly afterwards looked up, be 
saw an owl • sitting on a certain rope over his 
head, and immediately understood that this 

I 

>\'c* liavc a erv made here by some erities, j 

t‘ the ^reat K isebius luul on purpose talsitied this 
)uut of Joseplius, so as to make it .•igree with th' 
parallel aecouiit in the Acts of tire Apostle.^ ; because 
the present copies of his eilation of it. Hist. Keclcs. b. 
ii, ch. X, omit the words a-y^oivto'jTtMo(, i. e. 

lui owl— on a ceritiio ropii, which .loseplms’s present co- 
})ies retain, and t'lily liavcthe explieahn v word tiyyt?iov, 
or angel; m if lie incaiU that angel of the Lord which 
St. I.uKe ini ntiuiis as . luil.nj* Herod', Acts xii, '27), and 
not that owl wliu-h Josephus called nw angel oi messcii- 
ger, forme ! I of good, hut now of had news, to Agrippa. 
This aceusaiioii is a somewhat stiaugc one in lhoc:vseof 
the great Muschiiis, wlio is known to have so accurately 
and faVdifully V’n>diu;ed a vast number of otlicr aucient 
records, partieul;>i ly not a lew out of our Josephus al- 
so, without suspi4:i()ii i... ' cvarication. Now, not to al- 
lege how unceriain we are whether Josejihus’s and Kuse- 
bius’s copies of the fourth century were just like lire 
present in this clause, which v e tiave no distinct evi- 
dence of, the following words, pi served still in Kiise- 
bius, will not admit of any sucli i.xposition : •• 'I liii 
[bird] (says Eusebius) ^Xgrippa presenil\ iieixvivixl to be 
the cause of ill fortune, as it was once of good fortune, 
to him;” which can only iK'long to that bird, the owl, 
which as it had formerly forcbodett liis happy deliver- 
ance from imprisonment, Antiq. h. xviii, th. vi, sect. 7, 
so w'as it then foretold to jiroi e afterw'ard the unhappy 
lovervinncr of his heath ill ’ days’ time. If the im- 
proper won's signifying cauae, be changed for Jose- 
phus’s proper word ctyyiXo)). ihi^el or messenger, and 
tJic foregoing wools, a-xotviou -rtvos, be in- 

serted, Eusebius’s text will truly represi.nt that in Jose- 
phus. Had this iinperfer io” ''cen in some heathen 
author that was in good esieem with our modern critics, 
they would have readily coi MH ted tliepe as barely errors 
in the copies; but Ix-iiig .n an ancient Christian writer, 
not so well relished by many of 'hose critics, nothing 
will serve but the ill-groundixl supposal of wiifvt cur- 
r^vtirm ajut prevarication. 


bird was the messenger of ill tidings, as it 
had once been the messenger of good tidings 
to him ; and fell into the deepest sorrow. A 
severe pain also arose in his belly, and began 
in a most violent manner. He therefore look- 
ed upon his friends, and said, 1, whom you 
call a god, am commanded presently to de- 
part this life ; while Providence thus reproves 
the lying words you just now said to me ; and 
1, who was by you called immortal, am im- 
mediately to be hurried away by death. But 
1 am bound to accept of what IVovidence al- 
lots, as it pleases God ; for we have by no 
means lived ill, but in a splendid and happy 
manner.” When he said this, his pain was 
become violent. Accordingly he was carried 
into the palace ; and the rumour went abroad 
everywhere, that lu; would certainly die in a 
little time. But the multitude presently sat 
in sackcloth, with their wives and children, 
after the law of their country, and besought 
God for the king’s recovery. AH places were 
also full of mourning and lamentation. Now 
the king rested in a high chamber, and as he 
saw them below lying prostrate on the ground, 
he could not himself forbear weeping. And 
when he had been quite worn out by the pain 
in his belly for five days, he dejiarted this life, 
being in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and 
in the seventh year of his reign j for he reign- 
ed four years under Cains Cxesar, three ot 
them were over Philip’s tetrarchy oidy, and 
on the fourth he had that of Herod added to 
it; and he reigned besides those, three years 
ut^der the reign of Claudius Casar; in which 
time he reignwl over the forc-mentioned cuun- 
^ tries, and also had Judea added to them, as 
also Samaria and Cesurea. The revenues that 
he received out of them were very great, no 
less than twelve millions of drachmae.f Yet 
did he borrow grc.it sums from others ; for he 
was so very liberal, that ids expenses exceed- 
ed his incomes j and his generosity was bound- 
less. I 

3. But before the multitude were madeac. 
quaiiued with Agrijjpa’s being cx])ircd, lie- 
rod the king of Chalcis, and Helcias the mas- 
ter of his horse, and the king’s friend, sent 
Aristo, one of the king’s most faithful ser- 
vants, and slew Silas, wlio had been their ene- 
my, as if it had been done by the king’s own 
command. 

f lliissiiin of twelve millions of drachmae, which is 
equal to three millions of shekels, i. e. at 2s. lOd. a 
shekel, equal to tour hundred and twenty-five thousand 
liounds sterling, was Agrijma the Great’s yearly income, 
or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod’s in- 
come, he having abated the tax upon houses at Jerusa- 
lem, eh. vi, sect. 3 ; and was not so tyrannical as Herod 
had been to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. b. xvii, 
eh. xi, sect. 1. A large sum this ! but not, it seems, sut- 
licieiit for his extravagant expenses. 

•[ Kcland takes notice liere, not improperly, that Jo- 
sephus omits tlu' reconciliation of this Herotl Agrippa, 
to the Tyrians and Sidonians, by the means of Hlastin 
the king’s ohamberlain, ii’.cntioned Acts xii, 20. Nor 
is there any history in the world so ctnnplele, as to omit 
notliing that other historians take notice of, unless Hie 
one be taken out of the other, anil accommodated to iU 
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CHAPTER IX. 

WHAT THINGS WtRK DONE AFTEIl THE DEATH 
OF AGRIFPA ; AND HOW CLAUDIUS, ON AO- 
COUJ^T OF THE YOUTH AND UNSKILFULNESS 
OF AGRIFPA, JUNIOR, SENT CUSPIUS FADUS TO 
BE PROCURATOR OF JUDEA, AND OF THE EN- 
TIRE KINGDOM. 

§ 1. And thus did king Agrippa depart this 
life. But he left behind hitn a son, Agrippa 
by name, a youth in the seventeenth year of 
his age, and three daughters, one of whom, 
Bernice, was married to Herod, his father’s 
brother, and was sixteen years old ; the other 
two, Mariamne and Drusilla, were still vir- 
gins ; the former was ten years old, and Dru- 
silla six. Now these his daughters were thus 
espoused by their father ; Mariamne to Ju- 
lius Archelaus Epijdiancs, the son of Antio- 
chus, the son of Chelcias ; and Drusiila to 
the king of Coinmagena. But when it was 
known that Agrippa was departed this life, 
the ii habitants of Cesarea and of Sebaste for- 
got the kindnesses he had bestowed on them, 
and acted the part of the bitterest ciienties ; 
for they cast such reproaches upon the <le- 
ceased as are not fit to be spoken of: an<l so 
many of them as were tlien soldiers, which 
were a great number, went to his house, and 
hastily carried off the statues* of this king’s 
daughters, and all at once carried them intoj 
the brothel-houses, and when they had set j 
them on the tops of those houses, they abused j 
them to the utmost of tlieir power, and did j 
such things to them as are too imlecent to be 
related. They also laid themselve.s down in 
public places, and celebrated general feast- 
ings, with garlands on their heads, and tvith 
ointments and libations lo Charon, and drink - 
ing to one another for joy that the king was, 
expired. Nay, they were not only unmind- 
ful of Agrippa, wiio had extended his liber, 
ality to them in abundance, but of his grand- 
father Herod also, who had himself rebuilt 
their cities, and had raised them havens and 
temples at vast expenses. 

• Photius, who made an extract out >f this section, ; 
says, they were not the statues or images, t)ut the iudics j 
tlietuselves, wlio were thus basely abused by ihc 
iUers. Cud. ccxxxviii. 


I 3. Now Agrippa, the son of the deceased^ 
was at Rome, and brought up with Claudius 

ICassar. And when Civsnr was informed that 
Agrippa was dead, and that the inhabitants 
of Sebaste and Cesarea had abused him, he 
was sorry for the first news, and was dis- 
pleased with the ingratitude of those cities, 
lie was therefore disposed to send Agrippa, 
junior, away presently to succeed his father in 
the kingdom, and was willing to confirm him 
in it by his tiatli. But those freemen and , 
friends of his who had the grcfitcst authority 
with him, dissuaded him from it, and said 
tliat it was a dangerous experiment to permit 
so large a kingdom to come under the go- 
vernment of so very young a man, and one 
hardly yet arrived at the years of discretion, 
who wouhl not he able to take suHicient care 
of its administration ; wliile the weight of a 
kingdom is heavy enough to a grown man. 
So Ctcsar diought what diey said to he rea- 
sonable. — Accordingly he sent Cuspius Fadns 
to be procurator of Judea, and of the entire 
kingdom, aiui paid that respect lo the de- 
ceased as not to introduce Marcus, who had 
been at variance with him, into his kingdom. 
But he determined, in the fir.sf place, to send 
orders to Fadu.s, that he should cha.stise the 
inhabitants of Cesarea aiul Sebaste for those 
1 abuses they had ulllreil to liiiu that was de- 
I ceased, and their madness tiiwards hi.s daugh- 
ters that were still alive ; and that he should 
remove that body of soldiers that were at Ce- 
sarea and Sebaste, with the live regiments, 
into Fontus, that they might do their militai y 
I duty there, and that he should choose an etjual 
m l iber of soldiers out of the Uotnan legions 
that were in Syria, to supply their ])lace. 
Vet were not those that had such orders ac- 
tually removed ; for by sending ambassadors 
to C)Audiu.s, liny mollilied him, and got 
leave to abide in Jiulea still ; and ihi .se were 
the very men that became the stuirce of very 
! great calamities to the Jews in after-times, 
land sowed the seeds of that war whicii began 
binder Floius ; whence it was that, when Ves- 
pasian had subdued the country, he removed 
them out of his province, as we shall relata 
hereafter, f 


t 'rtii *M-nirv i.-i iin'v wantint;. 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWENTY-TWO YEARS. 
FUOM FADUS THE PROCURATOR TO FLORUS. 


CHAPTER I. . 

A SEUrriON Ol' the puiladf.lphians against 
THE JEWS ; AND ALSO CONCERNING THE 
VESTMENTS OE THE 1 1 1(1 II- PRIEST. 

§ 1. Upon th« death of king Agrippa, which 
v\'o have related in the foregoing book, Clau- 
dius Ciesur sent Cassius Longinus as succes- 
sor to IMarcus, out of regard to the memory 
of king Agripjja, who had often desired of 
him liy letters, while he was alive, that he 
would not Hulfer Marcus to be any longer 
president of Syria. But Fadus, as soon as 
he was come procurator into Judea, found 
quarrelsome doings between the Jews that 
dwelt in Perea and the people of Pliiladel- 
phia, 'ibout their borders, at a village called 
iMia, that was lilled with men of a warlike 
leinper ; for the Jews of Perea had taken up 
arms witlioiit the consent of their principal 
men, and had ilestroyed many of the Pliila- 
delplii.ins. When Fadus was informed of 
this urocedine, it provoked him very much 
tiiat they l:.(d not left the determination of 
the mailer lo him, if they thought that the 
Pliiladelpliiaus had done them any wrong, 
hut '' id t-;:-Jily taken up arms against lliein. 
.So he seized ujioii three of their principal 
nun, who were also the causes of this sedi- 
tion, and ordered them to be bound, and 
afterward had one of them slain, wliose name 
was II umibal ; and he banished the other 
two, Ainran and Eleazar; Tholouiy also, the 
arch robber, was, after some time, brought to 
him hoi' ad, and .Jain, but not till be had 
done a w orld of ij'iiscbief to Idinnea and the 
Arabians. And indeed, from that time, Ju- 
dea was cleared of robberies by the care and 
providenct of Fadus. He also at this time i 
sent for the li.gh-\)riests and the principal ‘ 
citizens of Jerusalem, and this ut ibo com- 
mand of the emperor, and admonisbeil them, 
that they should lay uj) ihe long garment and 
the sacred vestment, winch it is customary 
for nobody but tin* high-priest to wear, in the 
tower of Antonia, that it might be under the 
power of the Romans, as it had been former- 
ly. Now the Jew durst not contradict what 


he had said, hut desired Fabius, however, 
and Longinus (which last was come to Jeru- 
saleni, and had brought a great army with 
him, out of a/ear that the [rigid] injunctiona 
of Fadus should force the Jews to rebel', 
that they might, in the first place, have leave 
to send ambassadors to Caesar, to petition 
him tliat they might have the holy vestments 
under their own power; and that, in the next 
place, they would tarry till they knew what 
answer Claudius would give to that their re- 
(|uest. So they replied, that they would give 
them leave to send their ambassadors, provid- 
ed they would give them their sons as pledges 
[for their peaceable behaviour]. And when 
they had agreed so to do, and had given them 
Ihe pledges they desired, the ambassadors were 
sent accordingly. J3ut when, upon their corn- 
ing to Rome, Agrippa, junior, the son of the 
deceased, understood the reason why they 
came (for he dwelt with Claudius Cicsar, as 
we said before), he besought CiTsar to grant 
the Jew's their request about the holy vestments, 
and to send a message to Fadus accordingly. 

‘2. Hereupon Claudius called for the am 
bassadoi s, and told tbt*m that he granted tbeii 
request ; and bade them to return their thanks 
to Agrippa for this favour, which had been 
bestowed on them upon his entreaty. And 
besides these answers of bis, he sent the fol- 
lowing letter hy them ; “ Claudius C.csar, 
Germauicus, tribune of the peoj)le the fifth 
time, and dc: .gned consul the fourth time, 
and impeialor the tenth time, the father of 
his country, to the magistrates, senate, and 
people, and the whole nation of the Jews, 
sendeih greeting. Upon the representation of 
ycnir ambassadors to me hy Agrippa iny friend, 
whom I have brought up, and have now W'itli 
me, and who is a person of very great piety, 
who are come to give me thanks for the care 
I have taken of your nation, and to entreat 
me, in an earnest and obliging manner, that 
they may have the holy vestments, with the 
crown belonging to them, under their power, 
— I grant ibeir reciucst, as that excellent per- 
son Vitebiiis, who is very dear lo me, had 
done before me. And 1 have complied with 
your desire, in the first place, out of regard 
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to that piety which I profess, ami because I 
would have every one worsiiip God accordin^ 
to the laws of their own country ; and this I do 
also, because 1 shall hereby highly gratify 
king Herod and Agrippa, junior, whose sacre( 
regards to me, and earnest good-will to you, 
I am well acquainted with, and with whom I 
have the greatest friendship, and whom I 
highly esteem, and look on as persons of the 
best character. Now I have written about 
these aflairs to Cuspius Fadus, my procura- 
tor. The names of those tliat brought me 
your letter are Cornelius, the sou of Cero, 
Trypho, the son of Theudio, Dorotheus, the 
son of Nathaniel, and John, the son of John. 
I'liis is dated before the fourth of the calends 
of July, when Rufus and Pompeius Sylvanus 
are consuls.” 

3. Herod also, the hrotlicr of the deceased 
Agrippa, who was then possessed of the royal 
authority over Chalcis, petitidlieil Claudiu: 
Caisar for the authority over the temple, and 
the money of the sacred treasure, aitd ih 
choice of the high-priests, and obtained all 
that he petitioned for. So that after that time 
this authority continued among all his d' 
scendants till the end of the war.* Accord- 
ingly Herod removetl the last high-priest, 
called Canlheras, and bestowed that dignity 
on his successor Joseph, the of Camus. 


CHAPTER II. 

now HELENA, THE QUEEN OF ADIABENK, AND 
HEU SON IZATES, EMimACEl) THE JEWISH 
IIELIGION i AND HOW HELENA SUITLII D Tllli 
POOR WITH CORN, WHEN THERE WAS A GREAT 
FAMINE AT JERUSAJ.E.M. 

§ 1. About this time it was that Helena, 
queen of Adiabene, and her son I /ales, chang- 
ed their course of life, and embraced the Jew- 
ish customs, and this on the occasion follow- 
ing ; — Monobazus, the king of Adiahenu, 
who had also the name of lluzcus, fell in love 
with his sister Helena, and took her to be hi.s 
w’ife, and begat her witli eliilil. Hut as he 
was in bed with her one niglit, he laid his 
hands upon his wife’s belly, and fell asleep, 
and seemed to hear a voice, wliich bade him 
take his barn! off his wife's belly, anil not lo 
hurt tlie infant that was therein, which, by 
God’s providence, w'ould be safely born, and 
have a happy end. This voice put him into 
disorder; so he awaked immediately, and told 
the story to his wife ; and lien his 

born, he called him Izales. He had indeed 

* Here Is some error in the copies, or mistakes in.To- 
«epriu.s; for the power of appuiiitmy hij;h-priest.s, after 
Herod king of CJialcis was dead, and Agrippa junior was 
made king of Chalcis in hi-srooni, Ixdongud to him ; and 
he exercised the same all a'onp till .Jerusalem was de- 
stroyed, as .Josephus clat'Where inform:* us, eh. viii, sect. 
11 ( ch. ix, accL 1, 4, 6, 7 
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Monobazus, his elder brother, by Helena also, 
as he had other sons by other wives beside.s. 
Yet did he openly place all his allections on 
this his only begotten f son Izates, which was 
the origin of that envy w'hich his other bre- 
thren, by the same father, bore to him ; while 
on this account they hated him more and 
more, and were all under great aflliction that 
their father should prefer Izates before them 
all. Now although their father was very sen- 
sible of these their passions, yet did he forgive 
them, as not indulging those passions out of 
an ill disposition, hut out of a desire each of 
them had to be beloved by their father. How- 
ever, he sent Izates, with many presents, to 
Abenncrig, the king of Charax-Spasini, and 
that out of the great dread he was in about 
him, lest he should come to some misfortune 
by the hatred his brethren bore him ; and he 
committetl his son’s preservation to him. 
Upon wliich Abenncrig gladly received the 
young man, and had a great atlection for him, 
and married him to his own daughter, whose 
name was Samacha : he also bestowei! a coun- 
try upon iiim, from whicli he received large 

2. But when Monobazus was grown old, 
and saw that he had 1ml a little lime to live, 
he had a mlntl to come to the sight of his son 
before he died. So he sent for him, and em- 
braced him after the most allectionale man 
ner, and bestowed on him the country called 
Carrie; it was a soil that bare amonunn in 
great plenty : there are also in it the remains 
of that ark, wherein it is related that Noah 
escaped the deluge, and where they are still 
shown to such as are desirous to see them.| 
Accordingly Izates abotle in that country 
until his father’s death. But tlie very day 
that Monobazus died, qin tMi Helena sent foi 
all the grandees and govirnors of the king. 
Join, and I’or those that had the armies com- 
mitted to their command ; and when they were 

ne, she made the following speech to llie’.n : 

“ 1 believe you are not unacquainted that 
my husband was desirous Izates should sue 
eed him in the government, and thought bin. 
worthy so lo do. However, 1 w^ait your de- 
lerminalioii ; for hujijiy is he wlio receives a 
kingdoiu, not from a single person only, bu* 
from the willing sidlVages of a great many.’ 
This she said, in order to try those that were 
Invited, and to discover their sentiments. 
Upon tlie hearing of which they first of all 
paid their homage to the queen, as their cus- 
tom was, and then they said that they confirm- 
ed the king’.s determination, and would sub- 
mit to it ; and they rejoiced that Izates’s fa- 

t Josephus here uses the word ^ only-bc- 

f>otteii sou, for no other than one bcst-beloveil, a.s does 
both the Old and New 'restauient; I mean where there 
were one or more sons besides, (Jen. xxit, ’2\ ileb. xi, 
7* .See the note on b. i, eh. xiii, sect. 1. 
j I It is here very reiriarkahle, that the remains of 
1 Noiih’s ark were beiieveri to be still in being in the days 
I of Josephus. See the note on b. i, ch. 3, sect 5. 
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ther had preferred him before the rest of his about, she endeavoured to hinder him from 
brethren, as being agreeable to all their wishes; doing it, and said to him that this thing would 
but that they were desirous first of all to slay bring him into danger ; and that as he was a 
Ills brethren and kinsmen, that so the govern- king, he would thereby bring himself Into 
ment might come securely to I zates ; because great odium among his subjects, when they 
if they were once destroyed, all that fear should understand that he was so fond of rites 


would be over which might arise from their 
hatred and envy to him. Helena replied to 
this, that she returned them her thanks for 
their kindness to herself and to Izates ; but 
desired that tliey would however defer the exe- 
cution of this slaughter of Izates’s brethren 
till he should be there himself, and give his 
approbation to it. So since these men had 
not prevailed with her when they advised her 
to slay tliem, they exhorted lier at least to 
keep them in bonds till he should come, and 
that for their own security; they also gave 
her counsel to set up some one whom she 
could put tlie greatest trust in, as governor 
of the kingdom in the mean time. So queen 
Helena conqilied with this counsel of theirs, 
and set up Monobazus, the eldest son, to be 
king, and put the diadem upon his head, and 


that were to them strange and foreign ; and 
that they would never bear to be ruled 
over by a Jew. This it was that she said to 
him, and for the present persuaded him to 
forbear. And when he had related what 
she had said to Ananias, he confirmed what 
his mother had said ; and when he had also 
threatened to leave him, unless he complied 
with him, he went away from him ; and said 
that lie was afraid lest such an action being 
once become public to all, he should himself 
be in danger of punishment for having been 
the occasion of it, and having been the king*s 
instructor in actions lliat were of ill reputation ; 
and he said, that he miglit worship God with- 
out being circumcised, even though he did re- 
solve to follow the .lewish law entirely ; which 
worship of God was of a superior nature to 


the kingdom till Iiis brother sliould come ; 
who came suddenly upon hearing that his fa- 
ther was dead, and succeeded his brother 
Monoba/us, who resigned up the government 
to liiin. 

.‘1. Now, during the time Izatcs abode at 
Charax-Spasini, a certain Jewish meicliant, 


gave him his father's ring, with its signet ; as circumciu'on. He adiled, that God would 
also tlie ornament which (hey called Sampser, i 1‘orgive liini, though he did not perforin the 
iind exhorted him to administer the alfairs of | operation, while it was omitted out of neces- 
sity, and for fear of his subjects. Sollicking 
at that time complied with these persuasions 
of Ananias. But afterwards, as lie had not 
quite left olfliis desire of doing this thing, a 
certain other Jew that came out of Galileo, 
whose name was Eleazer, and who was es- 
teemed very skilliil in the learning of Iiis 
uliose name was Ananias, got among (he j country, persuaded him to do the thing ; for 
women that belonged to the king, and taught j as he entered into his palace to salute him, 
them to worship God according to the Jewish j and found him reiuling the law of Moses, he 
religion. He, moreover, by tiieir means be- | said toliini, “ Tnou doi,t not consider, O king ! 
came known to Izatcs; and persuaded him, • that thou unjustly breakest the principal of 
in like iiiamier, to embrace that religion ; he | those lavvs, and art injurious to God himself, 
also, at, ill* earnest entreaty of Izates, ac- ' [by omitting to be circumcised] j for ibou 
couqianied him when he was sent for by his ' oughtest not only to read tliem, hut chiefly to 
father to come to Adiabeiie ; it also happened 1 \)raclise what they enjoin ttiee. How long 
that lleleua, about the same time, was in- wilt thou continue iiucircmncised ? but, if 
stnicied hy a certain other Jew, and went thou bast not yet read the law about circum- 
over to them. But, when Izatcs had taken ■ cision, and dost not know how great impiety 
the kingdom, and was come to Adiabene, and ' thou art guilty of by neglecting it, read it 
there saw Ins brethren ami other kinsmen in ^ now.” Wlien the king liad heard what he 
bonds, la was displeased at it ; and as he said, he delayed the thing no longer, but re- 
thought i; m instance of impiety either to tired to anotlier room, and sent for a surgeon, 
slay or ii.ip.n^on liiein, but still thought it a j and did what lie was commanded to do. He 
hazardous thing hr to let tiieni have their ' then sent for his mother, and Ananias his 
liberty, vvidi the remembrance of the injuries ; tutor, and iiiiormcd them that he had done 


that I'-.vd lieeii olVeved them, he sent some of j the thing ; upon which they were presently 

struck with astonishment and fear, and that 
to a great degree, lest the thing should be 
openly discovered and censured, and the king 
should linzard the loss of his kingdom, while 
his subjects would not bear to be governed by 
a man who was so zealous in another religion ; 
and lest they should themselves run some ha- 


them and their children for hostages to Uome, 
to Claudius C«;.ar, and sent the others to 
Artabauus, the king of Parthia, with the like 
intentions. 

4. And when he peicelved that his mulher 
W'as highly pleased with the Jewish customs, 
he made haste to change, and to embrace them 


entirely; and as he supposed that be could j zard, because they ivould be supposed the oc- 
not be thoroughly a Jew unless lie were cir- casion of his so doing. But it w-as God 
curncised, he was ready to liaveitdone. But himself who hindered what they feared from 
when his mother understood .what he was • taking cfi’ect ; for he preserved both lzat«» 
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himself and his sons when they fell into many 
dangers, and procured their deliverance when 
it seemed to he impossible, and demonstrated 
thereby, that the fruit of jjiety does not perish 
as to those that have regard to him, and iix 
their faith upon him only : * — but these events 
we shall relate hereafter. 

5. But as to Helena, the king’s mother, 
when she saw that the affairs of Izates’s king- 
dom were in j)eace, and that her son was a 
happy man, and admired among all men, and 

ven among foreigners, by the means of God's 
providence over him, she had a mind to goto 
the city of Jerusalem, in order to worship at 
that temple of God which was so very fa- 
mous among all men, and to offer her thank- 
offerings there. So she desired her son to 
give her leave to go thither : uj)on which he 
gave his consent to what she desired very wil- 
lingly, and made great preparations for her 
dismission, and gave her a great deal of mo- 
ney, and she went down to the city Jerusa- 
lem, her son conducting her on her journey a 
great way. Now' her coining was of very 
great advantage to the people of Jerusalem ; 
for wliereiis a famine did oppress them at that 
lime, and many people died for want of what 
was necessary to procure food withal, queen 
Helena sent some of lier servants to Alexan- 
dria with money to buy a great quantity of 
corn, and others of them to Cyprus, to bring 
a cargo of dried figs ; and as soon as they 
w'ero come back, and had brought those pro- 
visions, which was done very quickly, she dis- 
tributed food to those that were in want of it, 
and left a most excellent memorial behind her 
of this benefaction, which she bestowed on 
our wliole nation ; and when her son Izates 
was informed of this famine, he sent great 
sums of money to the principal men in Jeru- 
salem. However, what favours this queen 
and king conferred upon our city Jerusalem, 
shall be farther related hereafter. f 

♦ Joseplius is very full ami express in these three 
chapters (hi. iv. ami v.; in observing how e.arefully 
Divine Providence preserved (his Izates, king of Adi.a- 
hene, and his son.s, while he did what he thought w.is 
his b(junden duty, notwithstanding the strongest politieal 
motives to the contrary. 

f 'I'his farther account of the beiiefaetions of Izates 
and Helena to the Jerusalem Jews which Josephus here 
promises, is I tliink, nowhere peifonned by iiiin in his 
present woi ks ; but of this terrible famine itself in Ju- 
dea, take Dr. Hudson's note here: — “ This .says he) is 
that famine foretold by Agabus, Acts xi. i'8 ; which 
happened when Claudius was consul the fourth time ; 
and not that other which happened when (.'laudius was 
consul tire second time, and Cscsina was his colleague, 
as iSealiger says upon Eusebius, p. Now, when 

Jfxicphus had s.'iiu a little afterward (ch. v. sect. 2.) that 
•• 'J'iberius Alexander succeeded Cusnius Eadus as pro- 
curator,” he immediately subjoins, that “ under these 
procurators there hajipened a great f.nnine in Judea.” 
VVhence it is plain that tliis famine continued for inaiiy 
years, on account of its duration under tlu>sc two jiro- 
eiirators. Now Eadus was not sent into Judea till after 
the death of king Agrippa, i. e. towaids the latter end 
of the 4th year of Claudius : so that this famine fore- 
told by i^abus, happened upon the 5th, 6th, and 7th 
years of Claudius, as says VaJc.siiis on Euseb. ii. 12. Of 
this famine also, and queen Helena’s supplies, and iier 
monument, see Moses Chorenensis, p. Hi, Hi; where 
it is observed in the notes, that Pausanias mentions that 
her monument also 
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CHAPTER HI. 

now AllTABANUS, THE KING OF PAUTHIA, OUT 
OF FEAU OF THU SECRET CONTRIVANCES OK 
HIS SUBJECTS AGAINST HIM, WENT TO IZA- 
TES, AND WAS BY HIM REINSTATED IN HJS 
GOVERNMENT; AS ALSO HOW BARDANES, 
Ills SON, DENOUNCED WAR AGAINST IZATES. 

§ 1. But now Artabanus, king of the Par- 
thians, perceiving that the governors of the 
provinces had framed a plot against him, did 
not think it safe for him to eontinne among 
them ; but resolved to go to Izates, in hopes 
of finding some way for his preservation by 
‘lis means, and, if po.s.sible, for his return to 
his own dominions. So he came to Izates, 
and brought a thousand of his kindred and 
servants with him, and met him upon the 
road, while he well knew Izates, but Izates 
did not know him. When Artabanus stood 
near liiin, and in the first place, worshipped 
him according to the custom, he then said to 
him, “ O king ! do not thou overlook me thy 
servant, nor tin thou proudly reject the suit 
1 make thee ; for as I am reduced to a low 
itate, by the cliange of fortune, and of a king 
am become a private man, 1 stand in need of 
thy assistance. Have regard, therefore, un- 
to the uncertainly of fortune, and esteem the 
care thou shalt take of me to be taken of thy- 
self also ; for if I be neglected, and my sub- 
jects go off’ unpunished, many other subjects 
will become the more insoleul towards other 
kings also.” And this speech Artahauus made 
w'itli tears in his eyes, and w ith u dejected coun- 
tenance. Now, as soon as Izates heard Arlaba- 
nus*s name, and .saw him stand as a supplicant 
before him, he leaped down from his horse 
immediately, and .said to him, “ Take courage, 
O king ! nor be disUirbcd at thy present ca- 
lamity, as if it were incurable; for the change 
of thy sad condition shall be sudden ; for thou 
shall find me to he more thy friend and thy 
assistant than thy hopes can promi.se thee ; 
for I will cither re-establish tfu'c in the king- 
dom of Parlhia, or lose my ow n” 

2. When he had said this, ho set Artaba- 
nns upon his horse, and followed him on 
foot, in honour of a king whom he owned ns 
N'Ucr than himself w'hieli w'lien Artaba- 
nus saw, he was very uneasy at it, and sware 
by bis present fortune and honour, that he 
w'ould gee down from his horse, unles.s Izates 
would get upon his horse again and go be- 
fore him. So he complied with his desire, 
and leaped upon his horse ; and, when he had 
brought him to his royal palace, he showed 
him all sorts of respect when they sat toge- 
ther, — and he gave him the upper place at 
festivals also, as regarding not his present for- 
tune, but his former dignity ; and that upon 
this consideration also, that the changes of 
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fortune are common to all men. He also 
wrote to the Parthians, to persuade them to 
receive Ai^tabanus again; and gave them his 
right hand and his faith, that he should for- 
get what was past and done, and that he 
would undertake for this as a mediator be- 
tween tliein. Now tlie Parthians did not 
themselves refuse to receive him again, but 
pleaded that it was not now in their power so 
to do, because they had committed the go- 
vernment to another person, who had accept- 
ed of it, and whose name w'as Cinnamus; 
and that they were afraid lest a civil war 
should arise on this account. When Cinna- 
mus understood their intentions, he wrote to 
Artabanus himself, for he had been brought 
up by him, and was of a nature good and | 
gentle iilso, and desired him to put confidence 
in him, and to come and take his own domi- 
nions again. Accordingly Artabanus trusted 
him, and returned home ; wdien Cinnamus 
met him, worshipped him, and saluted him as 
a king, and took the diadem oil’ his own head, 
and put it on the head of Artabanus. 

JJ. And thus was Artabanus restored to his 
kingdom again by the means of Izatcs, when 
he had lost it by the means of the grandees 
of the kingdom. Nor was he unmindful of the 
benefits he had conferred upon him, but re- 
warded him with such honours as were of the 
greatest esteem among them ; for he gave him 
leave to wear his tiara upright,* and to sleep 
upon a golden bed, which arc privileges and 
marks of honour peculiar to the kings of 
i’arthia. He also cut oil' a large and fruitful 
country from the king of Armenia, and be- 
stowed it upon him. The name of the 
country is Nisibis, wherein the Macedonians 
had formerly buill that city which they called 
Antioch of Mygodonia. And these were the 
honours that were paid Izates by the king of 
the Parthians. 

4. But in no long time Artabanus died, 
and left his kingdom to his son Bardancs. 
Now this llardanes came to Izates, and would 
have persuaded him to join him with his army, 
and to assist him in the war he w^as preparing 
to make with the llornans; but he could not 
prevail with him. For Izates so well knew 
the strength and good fortune of the Romans, 
that he tool'. Bardancs to attempt what w’as 
impossible to be done ; and having besides 
sent his sons, five in number, and they but 
young also, to learn accurately the language 
of our nation, together with our learning, as 
w'ell as he had sent his mother to warship at 
our temple, as T have said already, was the 
more backward to a compliance ; and restrain- 
ed Bardancs, telling him perpetually of the 
great armies and fanion* actions of the Ro- 
mans, ^nd thought thereby to terrify him, and 
desired thereby to liinder him from that expe- 

* Tliii privilege of wearing the tiara upright, or 
witli the tip of the ci)ne erect, is known to have been of 
itld peculiar to great kings, from Xenophon and others, 
as Or. Hudson observes her 
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dition. But the? Parthian king was provok- 
ed at this his behaviour, and denounced w'ar 
immediately against Izates. Yet did he gain 
no advantage by this war, because God cut 
off all his hopes therein ; for the Parthians, 
perceiving Bardanes’s intention, and how he 
had determined to make war w'ith the Romans, 
slew' him, and gave his kingdom to his brother 
Gotarzes. lie also, in no long time, perished 
by a plot made against him, and Vologases, 
his brother, succeeded him, who committed 
two of his provinces to two of his brothers 
by the same father ; — that of the Medes to 
tlic elder, Pacorus ; and Armenia to the 
younger, Tiridates. 


CHAPTER IV. 

HOW IZATES WAS BETRAYED BY HIS OWN SUB- 
JECTS, AND FOUGHT AGAINST BY THE ARA- 
BIANS ; AND HOW IZATES, BY THE PROVT- 
DENCK Of GOD, WAS DELIVERED OUT Of 
THEIR HANDS. 

§ 1. Now when tlie king’s brother, Monoba- 
zus, and his other kindred, saw how Izates, 
by his piety to God, w'as become greatly 
esteemed by all men, they also had a desire 
to leave the religion of their country, and to 
embrace the customs of the .lews; but that 
act of theirs was discovered by Izates’s sub- 
jects. Whereupon the grandees were much 
tlisplcased, ami could not contain their anger 
at them, but had an intention, when they 
should find a proper opportunity, to inflict a 
punishment upon them. Accordingly, they 
wrote to Abia, king of the Awbians, and pro- 
mised him great sums of money, if ho w'ould 
make an expedition against their king ; and 
they farther promised him, that, on the first 
onset, they would desert their king, because 
they w'ere desirous to ]nmish him, by reason 
of the hatred he had to their religious worship; 
then they obliged themselves, by oaths, to be 
faithful to each other, and desired that he 
would make haste in this design. The king 
of Arabia complied with their desires, and 
brought a great anny into the field, and march- 
ed against Izates; and, in the ’beginning of 
the first onset, and before they came to a close 
fight, those j^randees, as if they had a panic 
terror upon them, all deserted Izates, as they 
had agreed to do, and, turning their backs up- 
on their enemies, ran aw'ay. Yet was not 
Izates dismayed at this ; but when he under- 
stood that the grandees had betrayed him, he 
also retired into his camp, and made inquiry 
into the matter ; and as soon as he knew wdio 
they were that had made this conspiracy with 
the king of Arabia, he cut off those that were 
found guilty ; and renewing the fight on the 
next day, he slew the greatest part of his ene- 
mies, and forced all the rest to betake them 
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selves to flight. He also pursued their king, 
and drove him into a fortress called Arsamiis, 
and, following on the siege vigorously, he 
took tliat fortress. And, when he had plun- 
dered it of all the prey that was in it, which 
was not small, he returned to Adinhene ; yet 
did not he take Abia alive ; because, /when he 
found himself encompassed upot» every side, 
he slew himself. 

2. But although the grandees of Adiabciie 
had failed in their first attempt, as being de- 
livered up by God into tlieir king’s hands, 
vet would they not even then bo quiet, but 
wrote again to Vologases, wlio was then king 
of I’arthia, and desired that lie would kill Iz- 
ates, and set over them some other potentate, 
wlio shouhl he of a Parthian family ; for they 
said that they hated their ow'ii king for abro- 
gating the laws of their forefathers, atid em- 
bracing foreign customs. When the king of 
Parthia heard this, he boldly made war upon 
Izates; and, as ho had no just pretence for 
this war, he sent to him, and demanded back 
those honourable privileges which bail been 
bestowed on him by his father, and threatened, 
on his refusal, to make war upon him. Upon 
hearing of this, Izates was under no small 
trouble of mind, as thinking it would be a re- 
proach upon him to appear to resign those 
privileges that had been bestowed upon him 
out of cowardice ; yet, because he know, that 
though the king of Parthia should receive 
back those honours, yet would he not he quiet, 
he resolved to couiiuit himself to God, his 
protector, iu the prestMU danger he was in of 
his life ; and as he esteemed him to be his 
principal assistant, he intrusted his children 
and his wives to a very strung fortress, and 
laid up his corn iu his citadels, and set the 
hay and tlie grass on fire. And w'hen he liad 
thus put things in or<ier, as w’cll as he could, 
he awaited the coining of the enemy. And 
when the king of Parthia was come, with a 
great army of footmen and horsemen, which 
be did sooner tlian was expected (for be 
marched in great haste), aiul had cast up a 
bank at the river that parted Adiabone from 
Media, — Izates also pitched his camp not far 
off, having with him six thousand horsemen. 
But there came a messenger to Izates, sent 
by the king of Parthia, who told him how 
large his dominions w’crc, as reaching from 
the river Euphrates to Bactria, and enumer- 
ated that king’s subjects : he also threatened 
liim tiiat he should he punished, as a person 
ungrateful to his lords; and said that the 
God whom lie worshipped could not deliver 
him out of the king’s hands. When the 
messenger had delivered this his message, Iz- 
ates replied, that be knew the king of I’ar- 
thia’s power w-as much greater than his own ; 
but that be knew also that Ciod was much 
more powerful than all rneu. And wlien he 
had returned him this answer, he betook him- 
««ir to make supplication to God, and threw 


himself on the ground, and put ashes upon 
his head, in testimony of his confusion, and 
fasted, togetlier with his wives and children. * 
Then he called upon God, and said, “ O 
Lord and Governor, if I have not in vain 
committed myself to thy goodness, but have 
justly determined that thou only art the Loid 
and principal of all beings, eoine now to my 
assistance, and defend mo from my enemies, 
not only on my own account, but on account 
^f their insolent behaviour with regard to thy 
power, while tliey have not feared to lift up 
tlieir proud and arrogant tongue against thee.” 
Thus did he lament and bemoan himself, with 
tears in his eyes; whereupon God heard his 
prayer. And iminetliately that very night 
Vologases received letters, the contents of 
which were these, that a great band of Daiia; 
and Saca.', despising him, now he was gone 
io long a journey from home, had made an 
expedition, and laid I’arthia waste ; so that ho 
[was forced to] retire back, without doing 
any tiling. And thus it was that Izates es- 
capeii the tlirealeiiings of the Parthians, liy 
the providence of God. 

3, It was not long ere Izales died, wlicn 
he had completed fifty-five years of his life, 
and had riiletthis kingdom twenty-four years. 
He left behind him twenty four sons and 
twenty-four daughters. However, he gave 
order that his brother iVIonobaziis should suc- 
ceed in the government, thereby requiting 
him, lx cause, while he was himself absent, 
after their fiiliier’s death, he had faithfully 
preserved the government for him. But 
when Helena, his inoihor, heard of her son’s 
death, she was in great heaviness, as was hut 
natural, upon her loss of such a most dutiful 
son ; yet was it a com fort to her that .she 
heard the succession came to her eldest son. 
Accordingly she we nt to him in liasto ; and 
when she was come into Adiahene, she did 
not long outlive her son Izates But Mono- 
bazus sent her bones, as well as those of Iza- 
tes, Ills brother, to Jerusalem, and gave order 
that they should he buried at the pyramids j- 
which their mother had erected ; they were 
three in number, and distant no more than 
three furlongs from the city of Jerusalem. But 
for the actions of Mouohazus the king, which 
he did during the rest of his life, w-e will re- 
late them hereafter. I 

* Tins inournin/T, and fasting, and praying, ustnl by 

ites, with j)rostrati<)n of his body, and ashes upoi 
his head, are plain siftns that he wjis lx?eome either a 
Jew, or an Kbionitc (Miristian, who indeed tliirered not 
much from proper Jews. .See chap, vi, .seet. 1. How- 
ever, his supplieations were heard, and he was provi- 
dentially delivered from Uiat imminent danger he wa.s 
in. 

t These pyramids or pillars, erected by Helena, 
queen of Ailiabcne, near Jerusalem, three iu nuniber, 
arc menlionetlby Kusebius, in his Keel. His. b. 2. eh. 
lii. for which Dr. Hudson refers us to Valesivjs’s notes 
upon that place.— They are also mentioned by Pausani- 
as, ;is hath been already notetl, chap. ii. sect. 6. lie- 
land guesses that that now called Absalom's Pillar inav 
be one of them. 

i This account is now wanting. 
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CHAPTER V. 

CONCERNING THRUDAS, AND THE SONS OK JU- 
DAS THE GALIJ.EAN ; AS Al.SO WHAT CALA- I 

MITY FELL UPON THE JEWS ON THE DAY OF 

THE PASSOVER. 

§ 1. Now it came to pass, while Fadus was 
procurator of Judea, that a certain magician, 
whose name was Tlieudas,* })crsuaded a great 
part of tlie people to take their cilects with 
them, .and follow him to the river Jordan ; 
for he told them he was a prophet, and that 
he would, by his own command, divide the 
river, and ailbrd them an easy p.assage over 
it ; and many were deluded by his words. 
However, Fadus did not permit them to make 
any advantage of his wild attempt, but sent a 
troop of horsemen out a< 4 ainst them; who, 
falling upon them unexpecttMlly, slew many 
of them and took immy of them alive. They 
also took 'Hieudas alive, and cutolVhis hc.ad, 
ami carried it to Jerusalem. 'I'his was what 
befell the Jews in the time of Cuspius Fa- 
il ns’s governmcJit. 

2. Then came Tiberius Alexander as suc- 
cessor to Fadus ; he was the son of Alexan- 
der the alabarch of Alexandria ; which Alvtx- 
atuler was a principal person atnong all his 
contemporaries, botli Cor his family and wealth : 
he was also more eminent for his piety than 
.his Itis son Alexander, for he did not conti- 
nue in the religion of his country. Under 
these procurators that great famine happened 
in Judea, in which ipieen Helena bought corn 
in Figypt at a great expense, and distributed 
it to those that were in want, as 1 have relat- 
ed already ; and besides this, the sons of Ju- 
das of Galilee were now slain ; I mean of that 
Judas who caused the people to revolt, when 
Clyrenius came to take an account of the es- 
tate^; -if the Jews, as we have shown in afore- 
going book. The names of those sons were 
.lames and Simon, whom Alexander com- 
mande.d to be eriieified ; but now Herod, 
king of Clialeis, removed Joseph, the son of 
Camydus, iVorn the high-pricsthood, and made 
Ananias, the son of Nebedeus, his successor; 
and nov^ it was that Cumanus came as suc- 
cessor to 'J'ibtrius Alexander ; as also that 
Herod, brother of Agrippa the great kin< 
departed this life, in the eighth year of the 
reign of Claudius Ca;sar, He left beiiiiid 
him three ‘ ons. Aristobulus, w’honi he had by 
his first wife, wiih Bernicianus and Hyrca- 
niis, both whom he had by Bernice his bro- 
ther’s daughter; but Claudius Ciesar bestmv- 
ed his dominions on Agrippa, junior. 

3. Now, while the Jewish atfairs were un- 

• This Theudas, who arose under Fadus the procu- 
rator, about A. D. i/i or 46, could not be that 'i'heiulas 
who arose ill the days of the taxing, under Cyrenius; 
or about a. d. 7, Acte v. 36. 37. Who that earlier 
iheudas w&s, see the note on b. xvli. ch. x. sect. 5 


der the administration of Cumanus, there . 
happened a great tumult at the city of Jeru- 
salem, and many of the Jews perished there- 
in ; but I sIkoH first explain the occasion 
wlience it was derived. When that fe.ast 
which is called the Passover was at hand, at 
which time our custom is to use iinle.'ivcned 
bread, and a great multitude was gathered to- 
•tlier from all parts to that feast, Cumanus 
v/as afraid lest some attempt of innovation 
l^hould then be made by them ; so he ordered 
that one regiment of the army should take 
their arms, and stand in the temple cloisters, 
to repress any attempts of innovation, if per- 
chance any such should begin ; and this was 
lo more than what the former procurators of 
Judea did at such festivals ; but on the fourth 
day oFthe feast, a certain soldier letdown his 
breeches, and exposed his privy meinh(?rs to 
the imillitiide, which put those that saw him 
to a furious rage, and made them cry out 
that this impious action was not done to re- 
proach them, but God himself; nay, some of 
tluMD reproached Cumanus, and pretended 
that the soldier was set on by him ; wliicli 
when Cumanus heard, he was also himself not 
a little provoked at such reproaches laid upon 
him ; yet did he exhort them to leave olf such 
seditions attempts, and not to raise a tumult 
at the festival ; but when he could not induce 
them to be quiet, for they still wont on in 
their reproaches to him, he gave order that 
the whole army should take their entire ar- 
mour, and come to Antonia, which was a for- 
tress, as vve have said already, which over- 
looked the temple; but when the multitude 
saw the soldiers there, they were affrighted at 
them, and ran away hastily ; but as the pas- 
sages out were but narrow, and as they 
thought their criemi». followed them, they 
were crowded together in their flight, and a 
great number were pressed to death in those 
narrow passages ; nor indeed was the number 
fewer than twenty thousand that perished in 
this tumult. So, instead of a festival they 
had at last a mournful day of it; and they all 
of them forgot their prayers and sacrifices, 
and betook themselves to lamentation and 
weeping; so great an affliction did the impu- 
dent obsceneness of a single soldier bring up- 
on thcm.f 

4. Now before this their first mourning 
was over, another mischief befell them also 
for some of those that r.aiscd the foregoing 
tumult, when they were travelling along the 
public road, about a hundred furlongs from 
the city, robbed Stephanus, a servant of Cic- 
sar, as he was journeying, and plundered him 
of all that he had with him ; which things 

fThis and many more tumults and seditions, which 
arose at the Jewish festivals, in Josephus, illustrate the 
cautious procedure of the Jewish governors, when they 
said. Matt, /xvi, H, “ Let us not take Jt?sus on the 
feast-day, lest there lie an “ uproar among the people;” 
as Hcland well observes on this place. Josephus also 
takes notice of the same thing. Of the War, B, i, clu 
Iv, scot. 3. 
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and by birth a Cypriot, and one who pretend- 
ed to be a magician ; and endeavoured to 
persuade her to forsake her present liushand, 
and marry him; and promised, that if she 
would not refuse him, he would make her a 
happy woman. Accordingly she acted ill, 
and because she was desirous to avoid her 
sister Bernice’s envy, for she was very ill 
treated by her on account of her beauty, was 
prevailed upon to transgress the laws of her 
forefathers, and to marry helix ; and when 
he had had a son by her, he named liim Agrip- 
pa. But after what manner that young man, 
with his wifi-, perished at the conflagration 
of the mountain Vesuvius,* in the days of 
Titus Ciesar, shall be related hereafter, f 
3. But as for Bernice, she lived a widow a| 
long wliile after the death of Herod i king of 
ChalcisJ, who was both her husband and her 
uncle. But, when the report went that she 
had criminal conversation with her brother 
[Agrippa, junior] she persuaded Polemo, who| 
was king of Cilicia, to be circumcised, and toj 
marry her, as supposing, that by this means 
she should prove those calumnies upon lier to 
be false ; and rolemo was prevailed upon, 
and that chiefly on account of her riches. 
Yet did not this matrimony endure long; but 
Bernice left rolemo, and, as was said, with 
impure intentions. So he forsook at oncetliis 
matrimony, and the Jewish religion; and, at 
the same lime, iMariamnc put away Arclie- 
laus, and was married to Demetrius, the prin- 
cipal man among the Alexandrian Jews, both 
for his family and his wealth ; and indeed he 
was then their alabarch. So she named her 
son whom she had by him Agriiipinus. But 
of all tliesc particulars we shall hereafter treat 
more exactly. \ 


CHAPTER VI I r. 

AITKR WHAT MANNKU, UPON THK DEATH OF 
CLAUDIUS, XEIIO SUCCEEDED IN THE GO- 
VEUNMENT; AS ALSO WHAT BARHAUOUS 
THINGS HE DID. CONCERNING THE ROB- 
BERS, MURDERERS, AND IMPOSTORS, THAT 
AROSE WHILE FELIX AND FlvSTUS WERE PRO- 
CLUATORS OF JUDEA. 


twenty days ; § and a report went ahout that 
he was poisoned by his w-ifo Agrippina. Her 
father was Germanicus, the brother of Ca?sar. 
Her husband was Domitius iEnobarbus, one 
of the most illustrious persons that was in the 
city of Rome; aftei whose death, and her 
long continuance in widowhood, Claudius 
took her to wife. She brought along with 
lier a son, Domitius, of tlic same name with 
his father. He had before this slain his wife 
Mcssalina, out of jealousy, by whom he had 
his children Britannictis and Octavia ; their 
eldest sister was Antonia, uliorn he had by 
Pelina his first wife. He also married Oc- 
tavia to Nero ; for that was the name that 
Caesar gave him afterw ard, upon his adopting 
him for his son. 

‘2. But now Agrippina was afraid, lest, 
when Brifannicus should come to man’s estate, 
he should succeed his father in the govern- 
ment, and desired to seize upon the jirincijja- 
lity beforehand for her ow ii son [Nero]; upon 
wliicli the report went, that she thence com. 
passed the death of Claudius. Accordingly 
she sent Buirhus, the general of the army, 
immediately, and with him the tribunes, and 
such also of the freed-men as were of the 
greatest authority, to bring Nero away into 
(he camp, and to salute him emperor. Ami 
w hen Nero had thus obtained the government, 
he got Britaiuueus to be so poisoned, that the 
imdtiiude should not perceive it; although 
he publicly put his own tnolher to death not 
long afterwiud, making her this requital, not 
only for being born of lu r, but for bringing 
it so about by her contrivances, that he ob- 
tained the Roman omiiire. He also slew 
Octavia his own wife, and many other illus- 
trious persous, under ikis pretence, that they 
plotted against him. 

3. But I omit any farther discourse about 
these alfaiis; for there have been a great 
many w ho have cornpo-jcd the history of Nero; 
some of whom have dej)aited from the truth 
of facts, out of favour, as having received be- 
nefits I'min him ; while others, out of hatred 
to him, and the great ill-will which they hare 
him, have so impiidenily ravecl against liim 
with thi ir lies that they justly deserved to he 
condemiieii. Nor do I wonder at such as 
have told lies of Nero, since they have not in 
their writings preserved the truth of history 
as to those faets that wore earlier than his 


§ 1. Now Claudius Ca-sar died when he had 
reigned lliivieen years, eight months, and 

» This eruption of Vesuvius was one of the greatest 
nyam-liiiii’s curious and im- 
portant Observations on tins N'esuvius, and its se- 
veral great eruptions, with their remains vifri/ied, and 
still existing. 111 .so many ditferent strata under ground, 
till the diggers came to the antediluvian watei-s, with 
their proportionable interstices, implying the Uclime 
to have been above two thousand ti\c hundred yems 
before the Christian sera, according to our cxaetestchro 
nology. 

t ThUi is now wanting. 

This Also is now wanting. 


time, even wlien the actors could have no way 
incurred their liatred, since those writers liv- 
ed a long time after them; but as to those 
that have no regard to tnitli, they may write 
as they please, — for in that they take delight 
but as to ourselves, who have made truth our 
direct aim, we shall briefly touch upon what 
only belongs remotely to this undertaking, 

$ This duration of the reign of ( laiidius agiccs willi 
Dio, as Dr. Hudson hero n-niarks ; as he also rcni uks 
that Nero’s name, wnich was at first L. Domitius 
harbiis, aftcrlMasniius had adopted him was Nero Clau- 
diu.s LVsar Dru.sii.s (Jerm miens. 
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but shall relate what hath happened to us 
Jews with great accuracy, and shall not grudge 
our pains in giving an account both of the 
calamities we have sulFered and of the crimes 
we have been guilty of. — I will now there- 
fore return to the relation of our own allairs. 

4. For in the first year of the reign of 
Nero, .upon the death of Azi/us, king of 
Emesa, Soemus,* his brother, succeeded in 
jis kingdom, and Aristobuliis, the son of 
Herod, king of Chulcis, was intrusted by 
Nero with the government of the Lesser Arme- 
nia. Ctesar also bestowed on Agrippa a cer- 
lain part of Galilee, Tiberias and Taricheae,f 
and ordered them to submit to his jurisdic- 
tion. He gave him also Julias, a city of l*e- 
rea, with fourteen villages that lay about it. 

Jj. Now, as lor the allairs of the Jews, they 
grew worse and worse continually ; for the 
country was again filled with robfiers and im- 
postors, who deluded the multitude. Yet did 
Felix catch ami pul to death many of those 
impostors every day, together with the rob- 
bers. He also caught Lieazar, the son of 
Dineus, who had gotten together a company 
of robbers ; and this he did by treachery ; 
for be gave him assurance that be should suf- 
fer no barm, and thereby persuaded liim to 
come to him ; but when he came, he bound 
him and sent him to Rome. Felix also bore 
an ill-will to Jonathan, the high-priest, be- 
cause be freijucnlly gave him admonitions 
about governing the Jewi'jh ailalrs better than 
lie (lid, lest he should himself have complaints 
made of him by the multitude, since he it 
was who had desired Cicsar to send him as 
piocurator of Judea. So Felix contrived a 
method whereby he might get rid of him, 
tiov, he was become so continually trouble- 
some to him ; for such continual admonitions 
are grievous to those who are disposed to : 
imjuslly. VV'lierefore Felix persuaded one of 
Jo. .'thau's most faithful friends, a citizen of 
Ji rusak !U, whose name was Doras, to bring 
the robhe's upon Jonathan, in order to kill 
him; and this he did by promising to give 
him a great deal of money for so doing. 
Dora.-, complied with the proposal, and con- 
trived n a: ers so, that the robbers might 
murder him after the following manner; 

Ika tuiii of those robbers went up to the city, 
as if they were going to worship God, while 
they bad d.iggers.undcr llieir garments; and, 
by thus mingling themselves among the mul- 
titude, they h*w Jonathan and as this mur- 

♦ Thi.s Soeiinis iselsev.luM einoiitinnr.l [by .Fosephus, 
in his own l.ife, .ert. 11. a, al.-.(j] by Dio I’lussius aiul 
Tacitus, as Dr. Iliul.stiii iiW r,u; 

i This ai’recs wub Josi'piiM.i’s fuMiuent accounts else- 1 
here in hi.i (rwii Dili!, ih.iL 'ribcims, aiul ruiichcjo, , 
ul (iainala, were uiuler this Agiippa, junior, till Jus- 
tus, the son of i’islvis, si i/ctl np.'M them lor the Jews, 
upon the breakint' out of ihc war. 

t 'riiis treacherous and barbarous iminler t)f the good 
high-priest Jonathan, by the eonlrivanee of this wicked 
procurator Felix, wa- the iiuinecliate oeciisionof the en- 
suing murders by the sicurii or rullians, and one great 
(^uscof the following horrid cruelties and iniscries of 
the Jewish nation, as .losephus hero .sui'posess whose 


tier was never avenged, the robbers wont up 
with the greatest security at the festivals after 
this time ; and having weapons concealed in 
like manner as before, and mingling them- 
selves among the multitude, they slew certain 
of llieir own enemies, and were subservient 
to other men for money ; and slew others not 
only in remote parts of the city, but in the 
temple itself also ; for they InuJ the boldness 
to murder men there, without thinking of the 
impiety of which they were guilty. And this 
seems to me to have been the reason why God, 
out of his hatred to these men’s wickedness;, 
rejected our city ; and as for the temple, lie 
no longer esteemed it sufficiently pure for 
him to inhabit therein, but brought the Ro- 
nans upon us, and threw a fire upon the city 
to purge it ; and brought upon us, our wives, 
and children, slavery, — as desirous to make 
wiser by our calamities. 

O'. These works, that were done by the 
robbers, filled the city with all sorts of im- 
piety. And now these impostors and deceiv- 
ers II persuaded the multitude to follow them 
into the wilderness, and pretended that they 
would exhibit manifest wonders ami signs, 
that should be performed by the providence 
of God. And many that were prevailed on 
by them sntlered tlie punishments of their 
folly ; for Felix brought them back, and llieii 
punished themi. Moreover, there came out 

excellent teilt'ction on the grO';s wickedness of that na* 
tio as the direct can've of their Icn ihle destruction, is 
wi'll worthy the attention of every Jewi-^h and Chrihii.m 
re.uler. Aiul, .^iiiee we ;ire soon eoining to the c.ita* 
logue of Jcwi>h higli-priesLs, it in.ty not be ani.i.s, with 
tlelaiul, to insert this Jonathan amoii' them; and to 
trau.->cribe his iurticular i-.italogiie of the last twenty- 
eiglit hi ji-priest.s, ttdven out of Josephus, and begin 
with ,\iianelns, who was made by Herod the (.reat. 
See Anti {. b. xv, eh. ii, sect. 1, auvl the note there. 

1. Ananelus. 

2. \ikstobulus. 

.). Jtsus, the son of F.ibus. 

1. .Simon, the sonof llocthus. 

.5. MaUlh.is, the son of 'i'hcopliilus. 

(J. Joaz;ir, the son of lloetbus. 

7. Kle.a/..ar, the son of Uoethus. 

8. Jesus, the son of .Sic. 

y. [Anna.s, or] Aiianus, the son of Seth- 

10. iMiiael, the son of Fabus. 

11. Kleazar, the son of Ananus. 

I'J. .Simon, the son of I’amithus. 

Josephus { daplias, the son-in-law to .Ananus. 

11. Jonathan, the son of Ananus. 

lo. Theophilus, his Iwother, and son of .Mianus. 

IG. Simon, the son of iloetlms. 

17- Matthias, the brother of Jonathan, and son of .Ana* 
nils. 

H. Aljoneus. 

ly. Josephus, the son of (’ainydus. 

'JO. Anaiiiris, the sou of Nelx:deus. 

‘21. JoiKitluis. 

22. Isin.-iel, the son of Fabi. 

‘2.>. Jo.scph I'abi, the son of Simon. 

•21. Ananus, the son of Auaims. 

2.>. Jesus, the son of Damnuus. 

'2t). Jesus, the son of (ianialiel. 

'.’7. Matthias the son of I heophuas. 

‘28. Fliannias, the son of Samuel. 

As for Ananus and Joseph Claiaphas, here mentioned 
about the middle of this catalogue, they are no ollu “ 
than those Annas and Caiaphas so often mentioneil in 
the Four Dospcls; and that Ananias, the son of Nelx*- 
deus, tv.as that high-priest before whom St. Paul plea^led 
his own eau^.e. Acts xxiv. 

.. Of these Jewish impostors and false prophets, with 
I many other cireumstanees and mi.‘'iM ic.s of the Jews, till 
I thi^ir utter destruction, foretold by our Saviour, soc 
1 Litt. Accomnl. of Proph. i). .')8— 7.*> 
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and by birtli a Cypriot, and one who pretend- 
ed to be a magician ; and endeavoured to 
persuade her to forsake Iier present husband, 
and marry him ; and promised, that if she 
would not refuse him, he would make her a 
happy woman. Accordingly she acted ill, 
and because she was desirous to avoid her 
sister Bernice’s envy, for she was very ill 
treated by her on account of her beauty, was 
prevailed upon to transgress tlie laws of her 
forefiithers, and to marry Felix ; and when 
he had had a son by iier, he named him Agrip- 
pa. But after what manner that young matt, 
with his wife, perished at the conflagration 
of the mountain Vesuvius,* in the days of 
Titus Ca'sar, shall be related hereafter, f 
3. But as for Bernice, she li\ed a wirlow a 
long while after the death of Herod iking of 
Chalcisj, who was both her husband and her! 
uncle. But, wlien the report went that she j 
had criminal conversation with her brotlKT! 
[Agrippa, junior] she persuaded Pulemo, who 
was king of Cilicia, to be circumcised, and to 
marry her, as supposing, that by this means 
she should prove those calumnies upon her to [ 
be false; and Poleino was prevailed upon, 
and that chiefly on account of her riches. 
Yet did not this matrimony endure long; but 
Bernice le*t Poleino, and, as was said, with 
impure intentions. So he forsook at once this 
matrimony, and tiie Jewisli religion: and, at 
the same time, Maiiamnc put away Arche- 
laus, and was married to iJenietrius, the prin- 
cipal man among the Alexandrian Jews, both 
for his family and his wealth ; and indeed he 
was then their alabarch, So slie named her 
son whom slie had by him Agrippiiius. But 
of all these particulars we shall hereafter treat 
more exactly, f 


CHAPTER VII I, 

Arri:a what mannkr, upon thk death of 

CLAUDIUS, NEIIO .SUCCEEDED IN THE GO- 
VERNMENT; AS ALSO WHAT BALHlAliOVS 
THINGS HE DID. CONCERNING THE IIUS- 
BEILS, MURDERERS, AND IMPOSTORS, THAT 
AROSE WHILE FELIX AND FESTUS WERE PRO- 
CURATORS OF JUDEA. 

§ I. Now Claudius Ca.sar died when lie Jiad 
reigned thirteen years, eight months, and 

* This eruption of Vesuviu.s was one of the greatest 
we nave in history. See Hyanchini’s curious and im- 
portant observations on Uiis Ve.suvius, and its seven so- 
veral great eruptions, with their remains vitrified, and 
still exisung, in so many dillereut strata under groiiin I . 
till the diggers came to the antediluvian waters, with 
their proportionable interstices, implying the Delime 
to have been above two thousand live hundretl yeais 
before the Christian a.'ra, according to our cxactest chro 

is now wanting. 

This also is now wanting. 


twenty days ; § and a report went about that 
he was poisoned by his wife Agrippina. Her 
father was Germanicus, the brother of Caesar. 
Her husband was Domitius Alnobarbus, one 
of the most illustrious persons that was in the 
city of Rome ; uftei wdiose death, and her 
long continuance in widowhood, Claudius 
took her to w’ifc. She brought along with 
her a son, Domitius, of the same name with 
his father. He had before this slain his wife 
Messalina, out of jealousy, by whom he had 
his children Brilannicus and Octavia ; their 
eldest sister was Antonia, wlnmi he had by 
Pelina his first wife. He also married Oc- 
tavia to Nero ; for that was the name that 
Cae.sar gave him afterward, upon his adopting 
him for his son. 

2. But now Agrippina was afraid, lest, 
when Britannicus should come to man’s estate, 
he should succeed his father in the govern- 
ment, and desired to seize upon the principa- 
lity beforehand for her own son [Neroj; upon 
which the rejioi t went, that she thence com- 
passed the death of Clauilins. Accordingly 
she sent Burrhus, the general of the army, 
immediately, and with liim the tribunes, and 
such also of the freed-men as were of the 
greatest authority, to bring Nero away into 
the camp, and to salute him emperor. And 
when Nero had thus obtained the government, 
lie got Brilannicus to he so poisoned, that the 
uuiititude sliould not perceive it; although 
he publicly put his own mother to death not 
long afterwaid, making her this requital, not 
only for being born of her, hut for bringing 
it so about by her contrivances, that he ob- 
tained the Roman empire. lie also slew 
Octavia his ow n wife, and many other illns- 
trious person.s, iiiuier this pretence, that they 
plotted against him. 

3. But 1 omit any farther discourse about 
these ali’airs ; for there have been a great 
many who have composed tlie history of Nero; 
some of whom have deqiarteil from the truth 
of facts, out of favour, as having received be- 
nefits r*oni him ; wliile others, out of hatred 
to him, and the great ill-will wliieh they hare 
him, have .so inipudenily raved against him 
with their lie--, tliat iliey justly deserved to he 
condemned. Nor do 1 wonder at such as 
have told lies of Nero, since they have not in 
their writings preserved tlie truth of history 
as to those facts that wer^‘ earlier than his 
time, even when the actors could have no way 
incurred their hatred, since those writers liv- 
ed a long time after them; hut as to those 
that have no regard to truth, they may wriie 
as they please, — for in that they take delight 
but as to ourselves, who have made truth our 
direct aim, we shall briefly touch upon what 
only belongs remotely to this undertaking, 

5 This duration of tho reign of ( laiidiuR agiees wiili 
Dioj as Dr. Hudson here remarks; as he also rcin.uk.s 
tluit Nero’s name, wnieh was at fir>it I.. Domitius .Mi'o 
barbuB, after t'lauilius had adopted him was Nero (!lau- 
dius (.';esav Drusus tJermuueus. 
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but shall relate what hath hap])ene(l to us ^ 
Jews with great accuracy, and shall not grudge , 
our pains in giving an account both of the j 
calamities we have sudbred and of the crimes 
we have been guilty of. — 1 will now there- 
fore return to the relation of our own alFairs. 

1, For in the first year of the reign of 
Nero, .upon the death of Azizus, king of 
Emesa, Soeinus,* his brother, succeeded in 
jis kingdom, and Aristobulus, the son of 
Herod, king of Chalcis, was intrusted by 
Nero with the government of the Lesser Arnie- 
Cajsar also bestowed on Agrippa a cer* 
tain part of Ualilee, Tiberias and 'l’aricbeaB,j* 
id ordered Ihein to submit to his jurisdic- 
tion. He gave liini also Julias, a city of IV*- , 
rea, with ft urteen villages that lay about it. I 
i^ow, as for the alfairs of the Jews, they ! 
grew worse and worse continually ; for the 
country was again filled with robbers and im- 
postors, who deluded the multitu<le. Ycl did 
Felix catch and put to death many of those 
impostors every day, together with the rob- 
bers. Ho also caught Eieuzar, the son of 
Dineus, who had gotten together a company 
of robbers ; and this he did by treachery ; 
for lie gave him assurance that he sliould suf- 
fer no barm, and thereby persuaded him to 
come to him ; but when lie came, he bound 
liini and sent him to Rome. Felix also bore 
an ill-will tf) Jonathan, the higli-prie-^t, be- 
e.mse he fre(juently gave him admonitions 
■'ln)Ut governing the Jewi-jh afl’airs better than 
lie tlid, lest he should himself have complaints 
made of him by the mnltitndo, since he it 
was who bad desired Ciesar to send him as 
proeurattir of Judea. So Felix contrived a 
nieiiiod whereby he might get lid of him, 
now he was become so continually trouble- 
some to liim ; for such continual admonitions 
are grievous to those who are disposed to act 
uninslly. Wherefore Felix persuaded one of 
Jo-., thai/s most faitliful friends, a citizen of 
.lerusale;.!, wluise name was Doras, to bring 
the robbers upon Jonathan, in order to kill 
him ; ami this he did by promising to give 
him a great deal of money lor so doing. 
Doras eomplied with the proposal, and con- 
trived n at ers so, that the robbers might 
murder him alV-r the following manner : 
Certain of tfiose robbers went up to the city, 
as if they were going to worship Cod, wliile 
they Iiad d;jggers*uiider their garments j and, 
by thus mingling themselves among the mul- 
titude, they . ! 'v J(niathaii;^ and as this imir- 

» This .Soeinus iselse.vh McmentioiiCil [by .Fosephns, 
in iiis own l.ife, jcvt. 1 1, a- uhoj by Dio Oa.ssins aiul j 
Taeilus, as Dr. Iludsun inj. ruis us. j 

I This ii}»rees with Joseiiliu i’s frciiuent r.eeounts else- I 
where in his own Life, tliat Tdier'as, and rarichew, 
and (ianiala, were under tins A^ii »a, junior, till .lus- 
tns, the > 1)11 of l^istus, i/ed upoi ihcin for the Jews, 
upon the hreakintJ cut of the w;ir. 

^ This treacherous and liarbarous murder of the good 
high-priest Jonathan, by tlie conlrivanee of this wiekeil 
procurator Felix, wa, thi> immediate oeciisionof the en- 
suing murders by the .vicur/i or ruttiaiis, and one gi 
cause (if the followin.; horrid cruelties and miseries of 
the .lewisli nation, as Josephus hero suf»i)oses; whose 


der was never avenged, the robbers went up 
with the greatest security at the festivals after 
this time ; and having weapons concealed in 
like manner as before, and mingling them- 
selves among the multitude, they slew certain 
of their own enemies, and were subservient 
to other men for money ; and slew others not 
only in remote parts of the city, but in the 
temple itself also ; for they had the boldness 
to murder men there, without thinking of the 
impiety of which they were guilty. And this 
seems to me to liave been the reason why God, 
out of his hatred to tliese men’s wickedness, 
rejected our city ; and as for the temple, lie 
longer esteemed it sufficiently pure lor 
him to inhabit therein, but brought the Ro- 
mans upon us, and threw a fire upon the city 
to purge it ; and brought upon us, our w'ives, 
and children, slavery, — as desirous to make 
IS wiser by our calamities. 

6 . These works, that were done by the 
robbers, filled the city with all sorts of im- 
piety. And now' these impostors and deceiv- 
. ;| persuaded the multitude to follow them 
into the wilderness, and pretended that they 
would exhibit manifest wonders and signs, 
that should be performed by the providence 
of God. And many that were prevailed on 
by them sullered the punishments of their 
folly; for Felix brought them back, and then 
punished then:. Moreover, there came out 

excellent lencetion on the grtivs wii ketlncss of th.Ht na* 
lio *, as the dll i>e of (heir ten il (h’struction, is 
well worthy tiu attention of every Jev .di and ('hrisUiui 
rtatlcr. .Xnd, ,, ata* 

logue of Jew id t be : .with 

llcland, to in< Jijiiathan among tlifinj and to 

transcribe hi^. -ataloguc of the last twenty- 

eight lii.;h-|)i taken i)ut of Josephus, and begin 

with A/i.iiielus, wlio \v;is made by Mer(.id the i.rcat. 
See Anti p b. xv, eh. ii, sect. 1, and the note there. 

I. Ananclus. 

"J, ArNtobulus. 

.3. J«.sas, Uu* son of Fabus. 

•1. .Simon, the son of lloelbus. 

5. Matthias, the son of Theophilus. 
ti. Joa/.ar, llie son of Hoetbvis. 

7. Kleazar, the son of doethus. 

8. Jesus, the son of Sie. 

y. [Annas, or] .Vuanus, the son of Seth- 

10. l.Muael, the son of Fabus. 

11. KIea/«ir, the son of .Vnanus. 

I J. .Simon, the son of t'airiithus. 

13, Josephus t alaph.'is, the .son-in-law to Anunus. 

1 1. .fon.'iihan, the son of .Ananus. 

1.3. Theophilus, his brotlier, and son of .Mianus. 

Hi. Simon, the son of Boethus. 

17. M.atlhias, the brother of Jonathan, and son of Ana- 
nus, 

H. Aljoneus. 

U>. Josephus, the son of (’amydiis. 

'JO. Anania.s, the ion of Nebedeu.s. 

'Jl. Jonatlias. 

•/J. Ismael, the son of F'abi. 

_'3. Joseph fabi, the son of Simon. 

1. AiKanus, the son of Ananus. 

*J >. Jt'sus, th(? son of naimieiis. 

Jesus, the son of Gamaliel. 

JI. Matthias the son of I hetiphi iu,s. 

‘J8. riiamiias, the son of Samuel. 

As for Ananus and Joseph (’.liaphas, here mentioned 
about llie middle of this eataloguc, they are no other 
than Uio.se Annas ami Faiaphas so often mentioned in 
the Four . Gospels; and that Ananias, the son of Nelx*- 
deus, tvas Unit high-priest before whom St. Paul ple.ided 
Ins own cati-ie, .\ets xxiv. 

Ii Of these .Icwish impostors and false prophets, with 
many other circumstances and miseries of the Jews, till 
tiu'ir utter de.struction, foretold by our $a^ VUUT, SOC 
I Litt. .Xccomid. of Proph. p. .38—7.' 
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of Egypt* about this time to Jerusalem, one 
that said he was a prophet, and advised the 
multitude of the common people to go along 
with him to the Mount of Olives, as it was 
called, w liich lay over against the city, and at 
tlic distance of five furlongs. He said far- 
ther, that he would show them from liencc, 
how, at his command, the \valls of Jerusalem 
would fall ilown ; and he promised them that 
he would procure them an entrance into the 
city through those walls, wlien they were 
fallen dow n. Now when Felix was informed 
of these things, lie ordered his soldiers to take 
their weapons, and came against them with a 
great number of horsemen and footmen, from 
Jerusalem, and attacked the Egyptian and 
the people that w'crewith him. He also slew 
four hundred of tliein, and took two hundred 
alive. But the Egyptian himself escaped out 
of the fight, but did not ajipear any more. 
And again the lobbers stirred up the people 
to make war with the Romans, and said they 
ought not to obey them at all ; and when 
persons would not com[)ly with tJiem, 
they set fire to their villages, and plundered 
them. 

7. And now it was that a great sedition 
arose between the Jews that inliahiteil Cesaiea, 
and the Syrians who dwelt thert, also, con- 
cerning their erpial light to the privileges be- 
longing to citizens ; tor the Jews claimed the 
vre-eminence, bt cause Iluod llieir king was 
the builder of Cesarea, and because lie was 
by birth a Jew. Now the Syrians did not 
deny what was alleged about Herod ; hut 
they said that Cesarea was formerly called 
Strato's Tower, and that then there was not 
one Jewish inhabitant. When the presidents 
of that country heard of these disorders, they 
caught the authors of them on both sides, and 
tormented tliem with stripes, and by tliat means 
put a slop to the disturhauee for a lime. But 
the Jewish citizens ile]5eniiing on their wealth, 
and on tliat account despising the Syrians, re- 
proached tlu-m again, and hoped to provoke 
them by such reproaches. However, tlie Syii- 
ans, tliougli they were inferior in wealtli, yet 
valuing themselves highly on this account, that 
the greatest part of the Roman soldiers that 
were there, were either of Cesarea or JSehaste, 
they also for s<jine time used reproachful lan- 
guage to the Jews also ; and thus it was, till 
at length they came to throwing stones at 
one another ; and several w'ere wounded, ami 
tell on both side;- though still the Jews were 
tlie coni]|ueion But vv/ien Felix saw that this 
quarrel wais become a kind of war, he > 
upon them on the sudden, and desircil the 
Jews to desist ; and wlien they refused so to 
do, he armed his soldiers, and sent them out 
upon them, and slew many of them, and look 
more of them alive, and jiermilteU his soldiers 
to plunder some of the houses of the citizens, 

* of this Egyptian impostor, and (he number of his 
foUowers, in Josephus, see Acts xx' 3ii. 


which were full of riches. Now those Jews 
that were more moderate, and of principal 
lignity among them, were afraid of them- 
selves, and desired of bVlix that he would 
ul a retreat to his soldiers, and spare them 
for tlie future, and afford them room for re- 
pentance for w'hat they had dtuie ; and Felix 
was prevailed upon to do so. 

8. About this time king Agrippa gave the 
bigb. priesthood to Ismael, who was the son 
of Fabi. And now arose a sedition between 
the high-priests and the principal men of the 
multitude of Jerusalem ; each of whom got 
them a company of the boldest sort of men, 
and of those that loved innovations, about 
them, and became leaders to them ; and wlien 
they struggled together, they did it by casting 
reproachful words against one another, and 
by throwing stones also. And there was no- 
body to reprove them ; but these disorders 
were done after a licentious manner in the 
city, as if it had no government over it. And 
such was the impudence f and boldness that 
had seized on the liigh-priests, that they had 
the hardness to send their servants into the 
thrashing-ftoors, to take away those tithes that 
W'ere due to the priests, insoinueli that it so fell 
out that the poorer sort of the priests died for 
want. To tliis degree did the violence of the 
seditious prevail over all right and justice. 

9. Now, w hen Porcius Festus was sent as 
successor to Felix by Nero, the principal of 
the Jcwisli inlial>itanfs of Cesarea went up to 
Koine to accuse Felix ; and lie had certainly 
been brought to juinishinent, unless Nero had 
yielded to the iniportiniatc solicitations of his 
hroiher Pallas, who was at that time had in 
the greatest honour l)y him. Two of the 
[niiicipal Syrians in Ci'sarea peisiiaded Biin- 
iius, lio was Nero's tutor, and heeietary for 
his (ireek ejnstles, by giving him a great smii 
of money, to disi\nnul that equality of the 
Jewisl) privileges of citizens w hich they liither.. 
to enjoytil. So fturilnis, by his solicitations, 
obtained leave of the emperor, that an epi'.tle 
should be written to that ])urpose. This epis- 
tle became the occasion of the following mi- 
series tliat befell our lalioii ; for, when the 
.Jews of Cesarea w ere informed of the conteiiti 
of this epistle to flu* Sy rians, they wi*re more 
disorderly than before, till a war was kindled. 

10. Upon Festus’s coming into Judea, it 
happened that Judea was a'illicted by the rob- 
bers, wliile ail the villages were set on fire, 
and plundeied by them. And then it was 
that the sirarif, as tliey were called, who were 
robbers, grew minierous. They made use of 
small swords, not much dilferent in length 
from the Persian armacw, hut somewhat 
crooked, and like the Roman .viVw [or sickles], 

t The wickedness here was very iu*eii liar and ext r.v 
onlinary, that the hijrli-priests .sliouJ<l so oppress tJicir 
bretlircn the priests, as to starve tlie poorest of them Ui 
de:ith. Sec the like presently, eh. ix, sect. 12. Such 
fat.ll erinics are coveioiiMiess and tyranny in the ele^^fy . 
os wttlJ as in the laity, iii all ages. 
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as they were called ; and from these weapons also gave them leave to let the wall they had 
these robbers got their deiunnination ; and built stand. Tliia was granted them in order 
with these weapons they slew a great many ; to gratify Poppea, Nero’s wife, who was a 
for they mingled themselves among the multi- religious woman, and had requested these fa- 
tudeat their festivals, wlicn they were come up voiirs of Nero, and who * ' order to the ten 

in crowds from all parts to the city to worship ambassadors to go their way home; but rc- 
God, as we said before, and easily slew those Lained Ilcicias and Ismael as hostages with 
that they had a mind to slay. They also came j herself. As soon as the king heard this news, 
frequently upon the villages belonging to their ■ he gave the high .priestho()d to Joseph, who 
enemies, with their w'capons, and plundered was called Cahi, the son of Simon, f<>rmcrly 
them, and set them on fire. So Festus sent j high-priest, 
force"^, both horsemen and footmen, to fill i 

upon those that had been seduced hy a certain j 

impostor, who promised them deliverance and j 

freedom from the miseries they were under, ! (HIAPTER IX. 

iftliev would but follow him as fir as the ! _ 

^ * 1- I 1 .1 , CONCERNING Al.BINUS, UNDl.R WHOSE rHOrO- 

wjldenicss. Accordingly those torecs that! 

. I. .1 ,• .1 1 1 1 1 I RATORSllIPJAMES WASSI.AIN; ASAI.SO WHAT 

were sent destroyed both him that had deludeti 

, 1 , ' , . 1 • i- 11 1 I EDIFICES WEKE BUILT BY AGRIPI’A. 

them, and those that were his followers also. i 

11. About the same time king Agrippa ^ i. And now C.esar, upon hearing the death 
built himself a very large dining-room in the of Festus, sent Albinus into Judea, as procu- 
royal palace at Jerusalem, near to the portico. ! raior ; but the king deprived Joseph of the 
Now this palaee had been erected of old by ! liigli-pricsthood, and bestow'ed the succession 
the children of Asamoiu us, and was situate , to that dignity on the son of Ananus, who 
upon an elevation, and afforded a most de iwas also hinrself called Ananus. Now the 
lightfiil pros[)ect to those that had a mind to report goes, that this elder Anamis proved a 
take a view of tlie city, which prospect was - most fortunate man ; for he had five sons, who 
desired by the king ; and there he could lie j had all performed the office of a high-priest 
dow'ii, and eat, and thence observed what was I to God, and he had himself enjoyed that dig- 
done in the temple: which thing, when the hity a long time formerly, which had never 
chief men of Jerusalem saw, they were very ' happened to any other of our high-jiriesls ; 
much disploasoil at it ; for it was not agree- • but this younger Ananus, vvlio, as we have 
.’hie to the institutions of our country or law j told you already, took the high-pricsthood, 
•hat what was done in the temple should be • was a bold man in his temper, and very inso- 
viewed hy others, especially what belonged to lent; he was alo of (he sect of the iSaddii- 
the sacrifices. They therefore erected a wall ! cees,f who are very rigid in judging offen- 
upon the uppermost Iniilding which belonged I ders, above all the rest of the Jews, as we 
to the inner court of the temple towards the I have already observed ; when, therefore, A* 
west; which wall, when it was built, did not nanus was of this disposition, he thought he 
only intercrni the prospect of (he dining-room I had now a proper opportunity [to exercise 
in the palace, but also of the western cloisters ' his authority]. Festus w'as now dead, and 
that belonged to the outer court of the tein- | Albinus was but upon the road ; so heassern- 
pie -'so, v\here it w as that the Homans kept j bled the sanhedrim of judges, and brough 
guards f r the temple at the festivals. At ' before them the brother of Jesus, who was 
these doings both king Agrii)pa, and princi- ! called Christ, whose name was James, and 
pally Festus the procurator, were much dis- j some others, [or, some of his comj)anions] ; 
pleased ; and Fe.stus ordered them to pull the and win n he had formed an accusation against 
wall «low u again : but the Jews petitioned them bre.»kers of the law, he delivered 
him to gl' e 'hem leave to send an embassage them to be stoned; but as for those who 
about tills mater to Nero; for they said they seemed the most equitable of the citizens, and 
could not endure to live if any part of the such as were the most uneasy at the breach of 
temple .hould be demolished ; and when Fes- j the laws, they disliked what was done ; they 
tus had given them leave so to do, they sent I also sent to the king [Agrippa], desiring him 
fen of their principal men to Nero, as also j to send to Ananus that he should act so no 
Isniael the hig^-priest, and Helcias, the keeper more, for that what he had already done was 
of the sacred treasure. And when Nero had not to be justified ; nay, some of them went 
heard what they had to say, he not only for- 
gave* them what they had already done, hut ! haps privately a Jewisli proselyte, ami so were not ow- 
° •' -f • mg i-ulirely to Nero’s own gomlness. 

I t It hence evidently appears that SadiUieces mipht be 

• We have her one eminent example of Nero’s j high-priests In the days or Josephus, and that these .Sad- 
mildnessand goodiies.s in his government to.vards the duoecs were usually very severe and inexorable judges, 
Jews, dunng the first five years t)f liis reign, so famous while the I’harisees were much milder, and more iner- 
In antiquity ; wc have peih.q.s another in Josephus’s ciful, as appears by Ueland’s instaiuvs in his note on 
own I.ife, sect. 3 ; and a third, iliongh of a very difler- this place, amt on Josephus’s Life, sect. .'14, and those 
ent nature, here in sect, i), just before. However, both taken from the New Tcstiiment, fr(Hn J«»Rcphus him- 
the generous acts of kindness wene (rf)tained of Nert) hy self, aitd from the rabbins ; nor do w'e meet with any 
his queen Poppea, who w.t.s a religiou-s lady, ami per- Saddueecs later than this high-priest in till Josephus 
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also to meet Albinus, as he was upon his 
journey from Alexandria, and informed him 
that it was not lawful for Ananusto assemble 
a sanhedrim without his consent:* — where- 
upon Albinus complied with what they said, 
and wrote in anger to Ananus, and threaten- 
ed that he w'ould bring him to punishment 
for what he had done ; on which king Agrip- 
pa took the high-priesthood from him, when 
he had ruled but three months, and made Je- 
sus, the son of Damneus, high-priest. 

2. Now, as soon as Albinus w'as come to 
the city of Jerusalem, he used .all his endea- 
vours and care that the country might be 
kept in peace, and this by destroying many 
of the sicariii but as for the high-priest An.a- 
nias,-!* he increased in glory every tl.ay, and 
this to a great degree, and h.ad obtained the 
favour and esteem of the citizens in a signal 
manner ; for he was a great border up of mo- 
ney : he therefore cultivated the friendship 
of Albinus, and of the high-priest [Jesus], by 
making them presents ; he also had servants 
who were very w’icked, who joined themselves 
lo the boldest sort of the people, and went to 
the thrashing-floors, and took away the tithes 
that belonged to the priests by violence, and 
did not ref'ain from beating such as w'ould 
not give these tithes to tlicm. So the other. 
Iiigh-priests acted in the like manner, as did 
those his servants, without anyone being able 
to prohibit them ; so that [some of the] priests, 
that of old were wont to be supported with 
those tithes, died for want of food. 

3. But now the siccrii w’ent into the city liy 
night, just before the festival, which w.as now' 
at hand, and took the scribe belonging to the 
governor of the temple, whose name was Kloa- 
zar, who was the son of Ananus (Ananias) 
the high-priest, and bound him, ami carried 
him away with them ; after which they st'iil 
to Ananias, and said that they would semi the 
scribe to him, if lie would jier'^u.adc Albinus 
to rele.ase ten of those prisoners which he had 
caught of their party j so Atianias w'jis plain- 

» Of this comlenination of James the Just, amt its 
causes, as also that he did not die till louf; afteuvr'nls, 
see Prim. Christ. Rcvivctl, \t.l. iii, ch. 13 — if,. I’he 
sanhedrim eondenine<l our Saviour, hut eoiild not |nit 
hnn to death without the ai>probatit)n of the Ituinan 
pMicurator : nor could therefore Ananias and hissanhe- 
ilnm <lo more here, since they never ha<l Alhinus’s .aj». 
probation for the putting this Janies to death. 

t 'I’his Ananias was not the son of ,\ebe<U-iis, as I 
take it, but lie who was ealJe<l Antias or .Aunanus the 
I ’lder, the 9ih in the catalogue, and who had been es- 
t<< mini biglvpriest for a long time; and lx.‘side.s, Caia- 
p'las his son-in -1 iw had ti\e of hi.s own sons high-piiests 
uiter him, who were those of numlK*rs 1 1 , M, 17 , 
21, in the foregoing catalogue. Nor ought we to pass 
slightly over what Josephus here savs of this Annas or 
Ananias, that he was high-priest a long time fore his 
chiUireii were so; he was the son of Seth, .'iinl K set 
ilown first for high-pricst in the foregoing cabalo"ue 
under number ‘J. He w...s made by Quirinus, and eon- 
tinned tjll Ismael, the K th in niinibcr, foralxtut twetj- 
ty-lbr'-e years; which long duration „f hK high-prie.st- 
hood, joined to the successions of fiis son-indaw, and 
live ehiliirttn of his own, made him a sort of perpetual 
nigh-pricst, an»i wav; perhajis the (xoa-ion that funner 
high-nriests kept thtii titles ever aiV'^wards; for I Ix.*- 
lieve It U hardly met with before him. 
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ly forced to persuade Albinus, and gained his 
request of him. This was the beginning of 
greater calamities ; for the robbers perpetual- 
ly contrived to catch some of Ananias’s ser- 
vants ; and when they had taken them alive, 
they w'ould not let them go till they thereby 
recovered some of their own sicarii : and as 
they were again become no small number, 
they grew bold, and were a great affliction to 
the whole country. 

4. About this time it w'as that Agrippa 
■ built Cesarea Philippi larger than it was be- 
I fore, and, in honour of Nero, named it Nero- 
nias; and when he had built a theatre at Be- 
rytus, with vast expenses, he bestowed on 
them shows, to he exhibited every year, and 
s])ent therein many ten thousand [dracIiiiKe] ; 
be also gave the people a largess of corn, and 
distributed oil among them, and adorned the 
entire city with statues of his own donation, 
and with original images made by ancient 
hands; n.ay, he almost transferred all that 
was most ornamental in his own kingdom 
thither. 'J'his made him more than ordinari- 
ly hated by his subjects ; becauso he took 
those things aw'ay that belonged to them, to 
adorn a foreign city ; and now Jesus, the son 
of oainaliel, became the sueees.sor of Jesus, 
the sou of Damneus, in the high-priestl;ood, 
which the king had taken from the other; 
on which aeeoutil a sedition arose between 
the high-priests, with regard to one another; 
for they got together bodies of the boldest sort 
of the people, and freijuently came, from re- 
proaches, to throwing of stones at each other; 
but Ananias was too haril for the rest, by his 
riches, — which enabled him to gain those that 
were most ready to receive*. Costobarus also, 
and Saulus, did themselves get together a 
multitude of wicked wretches, and this lie- 
cause they were of the royal family ; and so 
they obtained favour among them, because of 
their kindretl to Agrippa: but still they used 
violence with the people, and were very ready 
to jdunder those that were weaker than them- 
selves. And from that time it princijially came 
to pass, that onr city was greatly disordered, 
and tluitall tilings grew worse and worseamong 
us. 

5. But when Albinus beard that Gessins 
Florus was coming to succeed him, lie was 
desirous to appear to do somewhat that might 
be grateful to the people ofi Jerusalem ; so he 
brought out all those prisoners who seemed 
to him to be the most plainly wortliy of death, 
and ordered them to be put to deatli accord- 
ingly. But as to those who had been juit 
into jirison on some trifling occrtsion, he took 
money of them, and dismissed them; by which 
means the prisons were indeed emptied, but the 
country was filled with robliers. 

6. Now', as many of the Levites,* which is 
a tribe of ours, as were singers of hymns, 

• This insolent petition of sonif of the i.evites, to 
wear the iiac'crduUil ganncnti) whci they sung hyinus to 
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persuaded tlie king to assemble a sanhedrim, 
and to give them leave to wear linen garments, 
as well as the priests : for they said that this 
would be a work w’ortliy the limes of his go- 
vernment, that he might have a memorial of 
such a novelty, as being his doing. Nor did 
they fail of obtaining their desire; for the 
king, with the suilVages of those that came 
into the sanhedrim, granted the singers of 
hymns this privilege, tliat they might lay 
aside their former garments, and w’oar such a 
linen one as they desired ; and as a part of 
this tribe ministered in the temple, he also 
permitted them to learn those hymns as thev 
had besought him for. Now all this w-as 
contrary to the laws of our country, wliich 
whetiever they have been transgressed, we 
have never been able to avoid the punishment 
of such transgressions. 

7. And it was that the temple was 

finished.* So, when the j)eople saw' that the 
workmen were unemployoil, who were above 
eighteen thousand, and that they, receiving 
no wages, were in want, because they had 
earned their bread by their labours about the 
teni|jle; and while they were unwilling t(» 
keep them by ibeir treasuries tliat were there 
deposited, out of fear of [their being carried 
away by] the Homans ; and while they had 
a regard to tin* making provision for the 
workmen, they had a mind to expend those 
iruisures upon them ; for if any one tif tliem 
did but labour for a single lionr, he h ceivi-d 
his pay iminediatedy ; so tlu'v persuailed him 
to rebuild til eastern cloisters. 'rhi ^^e clois- 
ters belonged f the outer court, and were 
situated in a d p valley, and had walls that 
reached four lunulred cuhils , in length], and 
were luii't of square and very wliile stones, 
the lengtii (.)f eacii of whicli stones was twenty 
cubits, and their height six cubits. This was 
lie w oik of king Solomon, j- w ho first of all 
Inoil the entire temple. llul king Agrippa, 
who had ’he care of the Icmjde coimnitted to 
l im by v’laiulius Cajsar, considering that it 
is easy to demolish any building, hut iiaial to 
buil 1 it np again, and iliat it was jiarlicularly 
haul to d ) it to those cloisters, which would 
leqniia a .onsidorable time, and great su 
of ii’oi'ey, he d nied the petitioners their re- 
(juest about that matter; hut lie did not ol 
stnn:L them w hen they desired the city might 
be paved with \^hite stone. He also deprived 
Jesus, the son of Gamaliel, of the high-priest- 
hood, and .-^’ve it to Matthias, the son of 
Theophilus, under wliom the Jews’ wav with 
the Romans took beginning. 

(rod in (he ttn>|MC. v.is xiry pvobably owirp; to the 

f [ri‘;U dcpn-ssion and confrv.iyrt tlw- haughty tugh-priests 
lad lunv onnigld their bictbrcii tlu? priiv.!.s into; of 
wliich see ch. viii, sect. S; and eh. ix, sect. ‘J. 

* Of this finishing, not t)i' the Kate? or fiou.\. , 
lint of the itpov, or courts about it, calle«l ingenci.'il the 
temple, »ccUic nolo on b. xvii, t b. x, scot 2. 

f Of these cloisters of Solomon, ste tlie deseripti 
of the temple, ch. xii - - They seem, by .^•>sephl^s^^ wi'o 
to have been biult lioni tlie biiUoin oftlie \allev 


CHAPTER X. 

AN ENUMKllATION OF THE HIGH-PIHESTS. 

§ 1. And now I think It proper, and agree- 
able to this history, to give an account of our 
high-priests ; how they began, who those are 
wliich are capable of that dignity, and how 
many of them there had been at the end of 
the war. In the first place, therefore, history 
informs us tliat Aaron, the lirother of Moses, 
officiated to God as a high-priest ; and that, 
after his death, his sons succeeded him imme- 
diately ; and that this dignity hath been con- 
in necl down from them all to their jiosterity. 
Whence it is a custom of onr country, that 
no one should take the high-jiriesthood of 
God, but lie who is of the blood of Aaron, 
while every one that is of another stock, 
though he weie a king, can never obtain that 
,iigh-])iiesthood. Accordingly, the number of 
all the high-priests from Aaron, of whom we 
have spoken already as of I lie first of them, 
intil Plianas, who was made high-priest dur- 
ng the war by the seditious, was eighty-three; 
of wliom thirteen officiated as high-priests in 
the wilderness, from the days of Moses, while 
I tabernacle was standing, until the people 
came into Judea, when king Solomon erect- 
ed tbo temple to God ; for at first they held 
the high-priesthood till the end of their life, 
althougli aftorwaid they had successors W'hile 
they were alive. Now these thirteen, who 
were the descendants of two of the sons of 
Aaron, received this dignity by succession, 
one after another; for tlieir form of govern- 
ment was an aristocracy, and alter that a mo- 
narchy, and in the third place thu government 
was legal. Now, tlie nmnber of years dur- 
ing the rule of these thirteen, from the day 
when fiur fathers dejiarted out of Egypt, un- 
der Moses their leader, until the building of 
that temple whicli king Solomon erected at 
Jerusalem, were six hundred and twelve. 
After those thirteen high-priesls, eighteen 
took the liigh-prieslliood at Jerusalem, mein 
succession to :rnt)thcr, fiom the days of king 
Solomon until Nebiichadnc/./.ar, king of Ba- 
bylon, mad** an expedition against that city, 
and burnt the temple, and removed our nation 
into Babylon, and then took Josadek, the 
high-priest, captive ; the times of these high- 
priests w'ere four hundred and sixty-six years, 
six months, and ten days, while the Jews were 
still under the regal government. But after 
the term of seventy years’ captivity under the 
Babylonians, Cyrus, king of Persia, sent the 
Jew'S from Babylon to their own land again, 
and gave them leave to rebuild their temjile ; 
at whicli time Jesus, the son of Josadek, took 
the high-pricslhood over the captives when 
ihey w’cre returned home. Now he end bis 
I posterity, who were in all fifteen, unto king 
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Antiochus Eupator, were under a ilemocratical bade him to wear a diadem. This Ilyrc-uidv 
government for four hundred and fourteen ruled, hetiiides his hist nine years, 
years; and then the foreinentioned Antioehiis years more, when ihirzapliarnes and Tacoi- 
and Lysias the general of liis army, de/irived the generals of the J^arthians, passed over T ' 
Onias, who was also called JMeneiaus, of the phrates, and tbii^^ht with Uyrcanus, and tank 
high-prwsthood, and slew liiw at Berea; muU him alive, and nmde Anti<^uiws, the son ot 
driving away the son [of Onias the third], put j Aristobulus, king; and when he had reigned 
Jacirnus into the liigh-priest’s place, one tiiat three years and three niontJis, iSosiusand He- 
was indeed of the stuck of Aaron, but not of the rod besieged him, and took iiim, when An- 
fatnily of Onias. On which account Onias, tony hud him brought to Antioch, and slain 
who was the nejihew of Onias tliat w.-is dead, there. IJerod was then made king by the 
and bore the same name with his father, came Ibnnaiis. but did no longer appoint high 
into Egypt, and got into the friendship of priests out of tlie family of Asamoiieus ; hut 
Ptoletny Philometor, and Cleopatra Ins wile, nade certain men to be so that were of no 
and persuaded (hem .o make him the high- eminent families, but barely of those that 
priest of that temple which he built to Ciod were priests, excepting that he gave that dig- 
iti the ]>refectnre of Heliopolis, and this in nity to Aristohnlus ; for when he had made this 
imitation of that at Jerusalem ; but as for Aristobuliis, the grandson of that Uyrcanus 
that temple which was built in Egypt, we who was then taken by the Parthians, and liad 
have spoken of it frc.piendy already. Now, taken his sister Mariamiu; ti> wife, he thereby 
when Jaeimus had ictained the priesthood ‘ iied to win the good-w ill of the people, wlio 
tlirce years, he died, and there was no one lad a kind remembrance of Uyrcanus [his 
that succeeded him, but the city continued randfatherl. Yet diii he afterward, out of 
seven years wilhoul a high-prlcst. Hut then I his fear lest they should all bend their inclin- 
the posterity of the sons of Asanioneiis, who jaiions to Aristohnlns, put him to death, and 
had the government of the nation conferred that In ; lu > lu him sull’ocated, 

upon them, when they had beaten the Mace- as he was swimming at Jericho, as we have 
donians in war, uppointed Jonathan to he alri'ady related that matter; hut after t.'iis 
their high-piiest, who ruled over them seven man, he never intrnsteil the high- priesthood 
years. And when he had been slain by tlie to the posterity of the sous of Asatnoneu 
Veaeherous contrivance of Trypho, as Arehelaus also, Her ini's son, did like his fa« 
Vivo related somewhere, i^imon iiis hrotht thei in the appointment of the l>igli-])riesls, 
took the high-jiriestliood ; and when he was ‘as did the Romans also, wl)o took the govern- 
destroyed at a least by the treachery of his } ment over the Jews into their hands after- 
soil in-law, his own son, whose name was Hyr- ward. Accordingly the number of the high-. 
canus, succeeded him, after he had held the prio>Js, from the days of Herod until the day 
high-priesthood one year longer than his bro- when 'J'itus took the temple and the city, and 
ther. This H)icanus enjoyed that dignity hiirnt them, were in all twenty-eight; the 
thirty years, and died an old man, leaving the time also that belonged to them was a hun- 
succession to Judas, who was also called Aris- bed and seven years. Some of these were 
tobulus, whose brother Alexander was his the political goveiuors of the people under 
heir; which Judas died of a sore distemper, the reign of Herod, and under the reign ot 
after he had kept the priesthood, together Archelaus his son, .although, after their death, 
with the royal authority; for this Judas was tlie government became an arisloeruey, and 
the first tlnrt put on his head a diadem, for the liigh-j>riests were inti listed with a domi- 
one year. And wlieii Alexander had been nion over (he natiuu. And thus much may 
both king and high-priest twenty-seven years, suflice to be said concerning our high-priests 
he departed this life, and permitted his wife 
Alexandra to appoint him that should be 
bigh-priest ; so she gave the high-priesthood 

to Uyrcanus, but retained t!ie kingdom her- CH AFTER XI. 

self nine years, and then departed this life. 

The like duration [and no longer] did Iier conckrmnc. i i.oiius TliK procurator, who 
son Uyrcanus enjoy the Iiigli-jiriesthood ; for nkckssitatkij Tin; Ji:ws TO takk ui* arms 
after her death his brother Aristobulus fought against thk romans, the conclusion. 
against him, and beat him, and deprived him 

of his prineiymlity ; and he did himself botli § 1. Now Gesslus Floriis, who was sent as 
reign and perform the oflice of high-priest to successor to Albinus by Nero, filled Judea 
God. But when be liad reigned three years, witb abundance of miseries. He was by birth 
and as many months, Fomjiey came upon of the city of Cla/omcna?, and brought along 
him, and not only took the ciiy of Jerusalem with him his wife Cleojiatra (by whose friend - 
by force, but yiul him and hi:, children in ship with Foppea, Nero’s wife, he obtained 
bonds, and sent tiiem to Rome. He also ve- this government), who was no way dill'erent 
stored the high-priesthood to ll)vcamis, and from him in wickedness. This Florus was 
made him governor of the nation, hut for- so wicked, and so violent in the use of his au- 
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thority, that the Jews took Albinos to have 
been [comparatively] their benefactor ; so ex- 
cessive were tlic mischiefs that he brought up- 
on tliem. For Albinus concealed hi.s wick- 
edness, and was careful tliat it might not be 
discovered to all men'; but Gessius Floras, 
as though he had heen sent on purpose to 
show his crimes to every body, made a pom- 
pous ostentation of tliein to our nation, as ne- 
ver omitting any sort of violence, nor any 
unjust sort of punisliment ; for he was not to 
be moved by pi<y, and never was saiislied 
with any degree of gain lluitcaine in Ids way; 
nor bad be any more regard to great than to 
small acquisitions, but bi.-<-aine a partner with 
the robber.s themselves; for a great many fell ' 
then into that practice wilhout fear, as having | 
him for their security, and depending on 
him, that he would save tliLMii harmless in 
their particular robberies ; so that there were 
n^bounds set to the natioids miseries; but 
the unhappy Jews, when they were not able 
to bear the devastations which tlie robber^ 
made among lliem, were all under a necessi- 
ty of leaving their own habitations, and of fly- 
ing away, as Imping to dwell more easily any- 
where else in the world among foreigners 
[than in their own country]. And what need 
I sav any more ujion tliis head ? since it was 
this Florus who necessitated us to take up 
arms against the Homans, while we tlumglit 
it better to he destroyed at once, than by little 
u;id little. Now this war began in the se- 
.;ond year of tlic government of Flmus, and 
the twelfth year tif llie reigu of Nero, ibit 
then what actions we were forced to do, or 
what miseries we were enabled to suller, may 
oe accurately known by such as will peruse 
tliose hookf wliicli 1 have written about the 
Jewish Will. 

2. 1 shall now, therefore, make an en<l here 
of 'uy Aniiquilies; after the conclusion of 
vvlii. i' ewnts, J heg.m to v>rite liial account 
of the ; and these Antiquities comaiii 
what liat]. been delivered dt>\vii to us fn>ni 
the original creation of man, nittil the twelfth 
year of ilie reign of Nero, as to what hath 
befallen llie .lews, a.:, well in l^gypt as in Sy- 
ria, <md i.i I’alesliue, and wiiat we have suf- 
fered from the Assyrians ami iiahyionians, 
and what afllictions (lie JVrsian*; and Alace- 
doniaus, ami afiei them the Houiaijs, liave 
brought upon us; for 1 tliiiik 1 may say that 
1 liave composeil this history witli siitfieient 
accuracy in a'- Hiings. I have altemjiled to 
enumerate those nigli-priesls that we have had 
during tlie interval of tw'o thousand years; 

1 liave also carried d(;wn llie succession of 
our kings, and related ih. ir ax'tious, aiiu po- 
litical admiiiislration, without [considerable] 
errors, as also the [lov' er of onr mouarchs ; 
and all according to what is written in our 
sacred books ; for this it w as that I promised 
to do in the hegiiiuing of this history. And 
1 am so bold as tu sai, now I have so cum-, 
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pletely perfected the work I proposed to my- 
self to do, that no other person, whether he 
were a Jew or a foreigner, had he ever so 
great an inclination to it, could so accurately 
deliver these accounts to the Gieeks as is 
done in these hooks. For those of niy own 
nation freely ackiiow K'dgo that 1 far exceed 
them in the learning belonging to the Jews 
I have also taken a great deal of pains to ob- 
tain the learning of the Greeks, and under- 
stand the elements of the Greek language, 
although 1 have so long aecustomed myself 
to speak our own tongue, that 1 cannot pro- 
nounce Greek with sufficient exactness ; for 
our nation does not encourage those that 
learn the languages of many nations, and so 
adorn their discourses with the smoothness of 
their periods ; because they look upon this 
suit of accomplishment as common, not only 
to all sorts of freemen, hut to as many of the 
servants as please te leani them. But they 
give him the testimony of lieing a wise man 
who ir> fully acquainted ivitli our laws, and is 
able to interpret their meaning; on wdiich 
account, as there have been many who have 
done their endeavoius with great patience to 
obtain this learning, there have yet hardly 
been so many as two or three tliat have suc- 
ceeded llierein, who were immediately well 
rewarded for tlieir pains. 

3. And now it will not be perhaps an in- 
vidious thing, if 1 treat hrietiy of my own 
family, and of the actions of my own life,* 
while there aif still living such as can eithei 
prove what 1 .say to he false, or can attc.st 
that it is true ; with '.vhich accounts 1 shall 
put an cud to these Antiquities, which are 
contained in twenty hooks, and sixty thousand 
verses. And if God (• permit me, 1 will 

♦ 'riio lale hci i' ivf .d to, will be found ill the be- 
('siiiung of tlu* Viduuu: 

t \v liat .iDa iiims h deol ins his inlciilion to do, 
if (rOtl pt't milti'it, III }iive the public a^ain au ahridf^- 
ment of tfic Jcu'i.sh /f'ur, and to add ir/uit them 

^farther to that I'Cnj dtiif, tlu? Idlli of Doinitiaii. or a. d. 
*9.1, is not, that 1 have ob-'crx cd, t;ikc!i di.stiiu-t notice of 
by any one; nor do wc cvei lu ar oi it i hcwhcrc, whe- 
ther he perforiiud vcliat he now inieiuii d or not. Some 
of the ivasons of tlii.s do.iiju of his nii^;hL jiuvsiblv be, 
his observation lliemany errors he li.ad been cuilty of 
ill the two Iir.st books of those books of the War, 

whieh were wriiteii \vbe!i he was eomp.nal i vely young, 
and le.ss acQuamted with the Jewish aulupiilies than he 
now w;ls, ;ind in whu-h abridgment ue might have 
liojied to liiid tbo.sc many pa.s.^ages whieh himself, as 
well as those several jiassage'- whieh others refer to, Hj 
written hy him, hiil whieh are 'ot cxtajit in liis present 
works. jloAfter. snieemasiy of his own references to 
what he h.id writti n I'lscwbere, .ts well as most eif his 
own errois, belong to such early times as could not well 
eome ir.tu this abmlginentof the Jewish War; anti since 
m»nc of those that quote things not now extant in IVis 
woik, ineluding Imusclf as well as other.s, ever eite any 
such alii idgmeiu, 1 am forced rather to su\>pose' that 
t he never did publish any such work at all ; 1 mean, as 
i disiiiiet from Ins own l.itc, written bv himself, fm an 
aiipendix to these .\iiiiqmties, .md tin's at least .seven 
\ears after the-sc Anruiuities were finisheil. .\or iiidcctl 
diK*s it appear to me that Jo-sephus e\ei published that 
oilier Work here mentioned, as intendi\| by him fortlie 
pnhhealso. I mean the three or four books Loncernvi^ 

I Uodmul his Essence^ and eoneerniiig the Jewish haws t 
I why, according to them, some l/iitig.s weie ftcriuitled the 
■ Jett S, and others ptohibited ; which last seems to lie the 
1 .S .1 lie work whieh Josephus h.id also promised, if (rod 
f Jtennittedi al the conclusion of his Ibefaee to these .Viv 

2 -V 
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BOOK XX, 


ANTIQUITIES OE THE JEWS. 


briefly niti over this war again, with what be- 
fel us therein to this very day, wiiich is tlie 
thirteenth year of the reign of Cajsar Domi- 
tian, and tlie fifty-sixth of niy own life. 1 
have also an intention to write three books 

Uquities; nor do I suppose that ho ever publislml any 
or them. Tlie cleatli of all his friends at court, Vcipa- 
ilan, Titus, and Domitian, and the coining of those lie 


concerning our Jewish opinions about Cioil 
and his essence, and about our laws ; why, 
according to them, some things arc permitted 
us to do, and otliers are prohibited. 

had no actjuainlancc with lo the crown, I mean Nerva 
and Trajan, together with his removal from Ilom« U) 
dudea, with what followt'd It, might easily interrupt 
such Ihs intentions, and prevent his publication of those 
works. 



THE 


WARS OP THE JEWS; 


on 

THE HISTORY 


OF THE 

DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 


PaEFACli. 


^ 1. ♦ WtiKUEAS the war which the Jews j 
made with the Romans hath been the great- j 
2 st of all those, not only that have been in , 
our times, but, in a manner, of those that 
ever were heard of; both of those w’hcrein 
cities have fought against cities, or nations 
against nations ; while some men who were 
not concerned in the affairs themselves, have 
gotten together vain and contradictory stories 
by hearsay, and have written them down af 
ter a sinihistical manner ; and while those 
that were there present have given false ac- 
coLints of things, and this either out of a lui- 
! ' )ur nl flattery to the Romans, or of hatred 
towards flic Jews ; and while their writings 
contain sometimes accusations, and sometimes 
encomiums, but iiowdierc the accurate truth 
of the facts, 1 have proposed to myself, for 
the sake of such as live under the government 
of tlic K -mans, to translate those hooks into 
(he Greek tongue, which I formerly composed 

+ 1 have already observed more than once, tliat tins 
liisroi y of t iie Jowi.'ilt War was Josephus’s first work, and 
HublislvDil al)om a. d. 75» when he was but 58 years of 
ai;c; anil that when lie wrote it, lie was not thoroughly 
aciiuaiiit il with .icveral eireuuislauees of history Irom 
the days of i • n-hus Kpiplnuies, with which il begins, 
till near his own times, contained in the first ami for- 
mer part of the sueond hook, and so com mi I ted many 
involuntary errors ther'i ni. That he published his An- 
tiquities eigditcen years a/lerward, in the 15th year of 
Domitian, a. d. whi'n he was much more complete- 
ly acquainted with tiio^c aneient times, and after lie 
had perused those most autlientie histoiie.s, the first 
book of Maeeabe(;s, and tlie Chroniele.s of the Priest- 
Itood of John I’yreanus, tVe. — 'I'hat accordingly he 
then reviewed those parts of this work, and gave the 
public a tnove faitliful, complete, and accurate account 
of the facLs Iherei’. related ; and honestly corrected the 
w rors lie Iiud Udore run into. 


in the language of our country, aud sent to 
the Upper Barbarians 1 Joseph, the son of 
Matthias, by birth an Hebrew, a priest also, 
and one who at first fought against the Ro- 
mans myself, and was forced to be present at 
wliat was done afterwards, [am the anihor of 
this work.] 

2. Now at the time when this great concus- 
sion of aflairs happened, theaflairsof the Ro- 
mans themselves were in great disorder. 
Those Jews also, who were for innovations, 
then arose when the times were disturbed ; 
they were also in a flourishing condition for 
strength and riches, insomuch that the aflairs 
I of the east were then exceeding tumultuous, 

I while some hoped for gain, and otliers were 
afraid of loss in such troubles ; for the Jews 
hoped that all of their nation which were be- 
yond Euphrates would have raised an iiisur 
rection together with them. The Gauls al- 
so, in tile neiglibourhood of the Roirians, were 
in motion, and the Celtac were not quiet ; but 
all was in disorder after the death of Nero. 
And tlic opportunity now oSl’ored induced 
many to aim at the royal power: and the 
soldiery attected change, out of the bope.s of 
getting money. I thought it therefore an 

t Who these Upper Barbarians, remote from the sea, 
were, Josephus himself will inform us, sect. 2. viz. the 
I'arthiaiis anJ Babylonians, and remotest Arabians [or 
the Jews among them]; besides the Jews beyond Eu- 
phrates, and the Adiabeni, or .Assyrians. Whence w* 
also leant, that these Parthians, llahylonians, the re- 
motest Arabians [or at least the Jews among them], as 
also the Jews beyond Euphrates, and Adiabeni, or As- 
syrians, nnderstiHid Josephus’s Hebrew, or rather Chal 
claic, books of the Jewish War, before they w«rc pjt lu 
to the tJreek language. 
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absurd thing to see the truth fnlsified in af- are not so considerable as they were ^ while 
fairs of such great consequence, and to lake the autliors of them were not foreigners nci- 
no notice of it ; but to sutler lljose Greeks ther. This makes it impossible for me to con- 
and Romans that were not in tlie wars to be tain my lamentations. Rut, if any one bo 
ignorant of these things, and to read either indexible in his censures of me, let liiin attri 
llatteries or fictions, while the Partijians, and bute the facts themselves to the historical 
the Rabylonians, and the remotest Arabians, part, and the lamentations to the writer him- 
and those of our nation heyoml Kiiplirates, self only. 

with the Adiabeni, by my moans, knew accii- 5. However, I may justly blame the learned 
rately botli whence the w^ar begun, what mi- men among the Greeks, who, wlien such great 
series it brought upon us, and after what man- actions have been done in their own times, 
ner it ended. wdiicli, upon the comparison, quite cclij)so 

3, It is true, these writers liave the confi- the old wars, do yet sit as judges of those af- 
denec to call their accounts hisJories; where- fairs, and pass bitter censures upon the labours 
in yet they I'ern to me to fail of their own of the best writers of antiquity j which mo- 
purpose, as well as lo relate nolliing that is derns, although they may he superior to the 
r>ound ; for they have lul to demonstrate old writers in elotiuence, yet are they inferior 
the greatness of tlie Romans, while they still to them in the execution of what they inlend- 
ditninish and lessen the actions of the Jews, ed to do. While these, also write new histo- 
as not discerning how it cannot be that tho.se ries about the Assyrians and Medes, as if the 
must ap])ear to be great who have only con- ancient writers had not described their allai^ 
(juered those llrat ^\ere little; mw are they i as they ought to have done; although these 
ashamed to overlook the length of the \Nnr, ibe as far inferior to them in abilities as they 
tlic iniiltitude of the Roman forces who so ! are difierent in f heir notions from them ; for 
greatly sufTered in it, or llie might of the ' of old, every one took upon them lo write 
cominaJtders, — whose great labours about Je- ' what happened in his own titne; where their 
Mi.salem will be deetned itiglorious, if what iimnediate concern in the actions made their 
they achieved he reekoned but a sjuall matter, promises of value; and where it must be re- 

4. IloN>e .ev, I will not gt) to the other ex- i proaehful to write lies, when they inusl be 

trenio, out of opjxjsitioa to those men who ! known by the readers to be such. Rut then, 
extol the Romans, nor will I determine to ! an undertaking lo preserve the memory of 
raise the actioii.s of my countryme/j too high ; I w!i;U h »th not beet) before rei'orded, and to 
but 1 will prosecute the actions of both j)av- ! rcj)re'.;crit the ad'airs of one’s own lime to liiose 
ties with accuracy. Yet shall I sidl iny Ian- | that come afterwards, is really worthy of praise 
guage to the passions 1 am under, as the | and eonnnendation. Now, he is to be es- 
afVairs I desciibe, and mu't be allowed to in- 'teemed to have taken good pains in earnest, 
dulgc some lamentations upon the miseiiis not who does no more than change the dis- 
undergone by my own country ; for that it posilitm and order of other rrum’s works, but 
was a seditious tianper of our own that de- he who not oidy relates what had not been 
stioyed it; and that they were the tyrants relate<l before, hut compo.ses an entire body 
among the .lews wh ) brought the Roman of history of his own; accordingly, I have 
power upon ns, w ho unw illingly attackerl ns, been at great cliar<j id have taken very 

and oceasioiud the burning of our holy tern- i great j)ains [ahout this history], though 1 he 
pie ; Titus (.;e^ai, who de.>troyed it, i.s himself I a foreigner; and do dedicate this work, as a 
a witness, who, (Itinng tlie entire war, piiie-d ! memorial of great actions, lufth to the Greeks 
the jieople wlio wi-re kept under by the sedi-jand to the Rarbarians. Rut, for some of out 
tious, and did often voluntarily <kiay the tak- own principal men, their mouths arc wide, 
ing of the city, and allowed time to the siege, open, and their tongues loosed presently, for. 
in order to let th autljors have »pporlur.i!y gain and law-suits, hut quite muzzled up 
for rcpetitauce. Rut if ; tin his y, where they 

unjust accusation against us, when we sjwak must speak truth and gather faets together 
so passionately about the tyrants, or tlie r<»b- with a great deal of pains; and so they leave 
bers, or s( rely bewail the misfortunes of our the writing sueh histories to weaker peojile, 
country, let him indulge iny afiectious herein, and to such as are not acquainted with the 
though it be contrary lo the rules for writing actions of primes Yet shall the real truth 
history; because it had so come to pass, that I of historical fads be preferred by us, how 
our city Jerusalem Irid arrived at a higher 1 much soever it be L;leete(l among the Greek 
degree of felicity than any oilier city under ! historians. 

the Roman government, and yet at last fe (i. To w rile concerning the Antiquities of 
into the sorest of calamities again. Accord- the Jews, who they were [originally], and 
ingly it appt that the misfortunes how they revolted from the Egyptians, and 

of all men, from the begiiming of the world, 

if they be compared to lliese tf the Jews,' ever been since the beginning of tJic world, our Saviour 
. . had directly foretold, Matt, xxiv, iM ; Mark xiii. 19 

• That these ralaim ties of t/ie ,1c —■j who were on Luke xxi, tJJ, 24; and that, they proved to be Mich ac 
Saviour's murderers, were to be the greatest iiiai bai eordingly, Josejduis is liere a most autlieiitie witness 
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what country they travelled over, and what 
countries they seized upon afterward, and how ‘ 
they were removed out of them, I think this 
not to bo a fit opportunity, and, on other ac- 
counts, also superfluous; and this because^ 
many Jews before me have composed the his- 
tories of our ancestors very exactly ; as have 
some of the Greeks done it also, and have j 
translated our histories into their own tongue, | 
and have not much mistaken the truth in their , 
histories. Rut then, where the writers of; 
these affairs and our prophets leave off, thence | 
shall I take iny rise, and begin iny history. 
Now, as to what concerns that war which 
happened in my own time, 1 will go over it 
very largely, and with all the diligence 1 am 
able ; but, for what preceded mine own age, ■ 
that I shall run over briefly. I 

7. [For example, I shall relate] how Anti- : 
(^lus, who was named Epiphanes, took Je- 
rusalem by force, and held it three years and 
three months, and was then ejected out of the 
country by the sons t>f Asamoneus : after that, 
how their posterity quarrelled about the go- j 
vernment, and brought upon their settlement ; 
the Uouuuis and Pompey ; how Ilcrod alsc», | 
the son of Antipatcr, dissolved their govern- 
ment, and brought Soeius upon them ; as , 
also how our people nuide a se<litioii upon ^ 
Herod’s death, while Augustus was the Ro- 
man emperor, and Quintilius Varus was in 
tliat country; and how the war l)roke out in 
*il?e twelfth year of Nero, with what happenctl i 
to Cestius; a-nd what pi, aces the Jens as- ' 
vaulted in an hostile manner in the first sallies, 
of the war. 

8. As also, [I sli.'dl relate] how they built 
walls about the maghhouriiig cities; ami 
how Nero, upon Ceslius’s defeat, was in fear 
or the entire event of the war, and tlioioiipon 
matte \\.ii)asian general in this war; and 
how this W'.spasiaii, with the elder of his 
sf'f's,* juatle ail expeilition into the country 
tu fiitiia; what was the luimber of the 
man aiiiiy that he made use of; and ln)\v 
many o, liis auxiliaries were cut ofl’ in all 
Galilee; and liow he took some of it> cities 
enti’cly, and by force, and others of them by 
treaty, nn>lon terms. Now, when I am come so 
tar, 1 iied describe the good order of the 
RuniaFis in \va ', and the discipline of their 
legions : the amplitude of Ix'tli the Gali- 
leos, Nvitli its naiqro, and the limits of Judea. 
And, besides this, 1 shall particularly go over 
what is peculiar to the country, the lakes and 
fountains t. * arc in them, and what miseries 
happened to every city as they were taken ; 
and all this with accuracy, as I saw the things 
done, or suffered in them; for 1 shall not 
conceal any ofthe calamities 1 myself endured, 
since I shall relate them to such as know the 
truth of them, 

9. After this [I shall relate] liowg when the 

' Tiias. 


Jews’ affairs were become very bad, Nero 
died ; and Vespasian, when he was going to 
attack Jerusalem, was called back to take the 
government upon him ; what signs happened 
to him relating to his gaining that government, 
and what mutations of government then hap- 
pened at Rome, and how he was unwillingly 
made emperor by his soldiers ; and how', upon 
his departure to ICgypt, to take upon him 
the government of ibc empire, the all’airs of 
the Jews became very tumultuous ; as also 
how the tyrants rose up against them, and tell 
into dissensions amongst themselves. 

10. Moreover, [I shall relate] how Titus 
marched out of Egypt into Judea the seciaid 
time ; as also how and wheic, and how' many 
forces he got together ; ai,d in what state the 
city was, by means of llie seditious, at his 
coining ; w’hat attacks he made, and how many 
ramparts he cast up ; of the three walls that 
encompassed the city, and of their measures; 
of the strength of the city, and tlie structure 
of the temple and holy house ; and besides, 
the measures of those edifices, and of the altar, 
and all accurately determined. A description 
als*.> of certain of their festivals, and sever, pu- 
rifications or days of purity,* and the sacred 
ministrations of the priests, w ith the garments 
of the priests, and of the liigh-pricsts ; and of 

I the nature of the most holy place of the tern. 

' jdc ; without concealing any thing, or adding 
any thing to the know n truth of tilings. 

1 1. After this, I sliall relate the barbarity 
of the tyrants tow ards the people of their own 
u.ition, as well as the indulgence of the Uo- 
mans in "iiuring foreigners ; and how often 
Titus, out of his il sire to preserve the city 
and the temple, invited the seditions to come 
to terms of aeeommodaiion. I shall also dis- 
tinguish the sufllrings of the people, and their 
calamities ; how far they were afliicted by the 
sedition, and bow far by the famine, and at 
length were taken. Nor sliall 1 omit to 
mention the misfortunes of the deserters, nor 
the punishments inflicted on the captives; as 
also, how the temple was burnt, against tho 
consent of ('.esar , and how many sacred 
things that 'lail been laid up in the temple, 
were snateiied out of the lire ; tJie ilestruc- 
lioii also of the entire city, with the signs 
aiiil womlers that went before it ; and the 

i taking the tyrants captive, and the multitude 
I of those that were maile slaves, and into what 
idilfereiit misfortunes they were every one dis- 
I tributed. Moreover, wliat the Romans did 
[to the remains of the wall; and how they 
1 demolished the strong- holds that were in the 
country ; and how Titus went over the whole 
jcouutiy, and settled its affairs; together with 
his return into Italy, and his triumph. 

12. 1 have comprehended all these things 

* These seven, or rather live, degrees of purity, oi 
fiurifie.'ition, are enmaeraied hereafter, b. v, cn. v, setr. 
f. The ralibiiis make ton degrees of them, as ItcI.auU 
t icre informs us. 
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in seven books ; and have left no occasion for 
complaint or accusation to such as have been 
acquainted with this war; and I liave written 
it down for the sake of those that love truth. 


but not for those that please themselves [with 
fictitious relations]. And I will begin my 
account of these things, with what I call iny 
First Chapter. 


BOOK I. 


CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS. 

FROM ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES TAKING JERUSALEM TO THE DEATH 
OF HEROD THE GREAT. 


CHAPTER I. 

HOW THE CITY OF JEHUSALE.M WAS TAKEN, 
AND THE TEMPLE PILLAGED [liY ANTIOCHUS 
EPIPIIANES]. AS ALSO CONOEaNlNC. THE 
ACTIONS OF THE MACCABEES, MATTHIAS 
AND JULAS; AND CONCEllNING THE DEATH 
IF JUDAS. 

§ 1. At the same lime that Antiocims. who 
was called Epiphanes, had a quarrel w’ith the 
sixth Ptolemy about his right to the whole 
country of 8yria, a great sedition fell among 
the men of power in Judea, and they had a 
contention about obtaining the government; 
while each of tliose that were of dignity caiuld 
not endure to be subject to their equals. 
How'cvcr, Onias, one of the liigli -priests, got 
the blotter, and cast the sons of 'Tobias out of 
the city; who fled to Aiitioclius, ami be- 
souglit him to make use of them for liis lead- 
ers, and to make an expedition into Jmlea. 
The king being tliereto disposed beforehand, 
complied w ith them, and came upon the Jews 
with a great army, and took their city l)y 
force, ami slew a great multitude of those 
that favoured Ptolemy, ami sent out his sol- 
diers to plunder them, without mercy. lie 
also spoiled the teinj)le, and put a stop to the I 
constant practice of ofiering a daily sacrifice | 
of expiation for three years ami six months. 
But Onias, the high-priest, fled to Ptolemy, 
and received a place from him in the Nomus 
of Heliopolis, where he built a city resemb- 
ling Jerusalem, ami a temple that was like its 
temple;* concerning which we shall speak 
more in its proper place hereafter. 

* I see little ditlerenee in the several .leeouiUs in Jo- 
sephus about the tei.iplc Onion, of whieh 

large eoiuplaints are nntle by l-.' eomnienialois. Onias, 
it seems, hoped to have made it \er; liKc; that at Jeru- 
salem, and or the same <fii:.. ■.-ic:!';; ‘and so hu appears 
to have re.ally done, as lai - ii..- wa, .iije, and tliongfit 
proticr. Of ll; is temple, see Ant if i 1. xiii, eh. iii, serf. 
I, 5 ; and Of the vVar, b. vh, eli. x. sect 3 


2. Now' Antioch ns was not satisfied either 
w'ith his unexpected taking the city, or with 
its pillage, or w ith the great slaughter he had 
made there ; but being overcome with his 
violent passions, and remembering what he 
had sulfered during the siege, he compelled 
the Jews to dissolve the laws of their coun- 
try, and to keep their infants uncircumcised, 
and to sacrifice swine’s Hesh upon tlie altar ; 
against which they all opposed themselves, 
aiul the. most appioved among them were \)ut 
to death. Bucchides also, who was sent to 
keep the fortresses, having these wicked com- 
mamls, joined to his own nalmal harb.irity, 
indulged all sorts of the exlremcst wicked- 
ness, ami tormentetl the worthiest of the in- 

l)' id till .‘d tin 

Icily eseiy day with iqien destruction ; till at 
length he provoked the poor sulTeiers, by the 
exli'emily of his wicked doings, to avenge 
themselves. 

3. .\ccordingly Matthias, the son of As.i- 
immeiis, one of the priests wiio lived in a 
village called Modin, armed himself, togetliei 
with his ow ti family, which had live ^L□ns of 
his in it, and slew Baccliides with daggers ; 
and thereupon, out of the fear of the many 
garii'-ifiis [of the enemy], he tle«l to themoun- 
laius ; amt aj many ot llie people followed 
him, that he w'as encouraged to come down 
from the mountains, and 'to give battle to 
Anliochuj’s generals, when he beat them, 
ami drove them out of Jude.a. So he came 
to the government by this his success, and 
became the prince of his own people liy their 
own free consent, and then died, leaving the 
government to Judas, his eldest son. 

d. Now Jmlas, supposing that Antiochus 
woidd not lie still, gatliered an army out of 
his own countrymen, and was the first that 
made a league of friendship with the Iloinaiis, 
and drove Epiphanes out of tlie country when 
he hud made a second exjioditiuii into it, and 
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this by givinj^ Iiim a great defeat there ; and 
when he was wanned by this great success, 
he made an assault upon the garrison that 
was in the city, for it had not been cut off 
iiitherto ; so he ejected them out of the upper 
city, and drove the soldiers into the lower, 
wliich [)art of the city was called the Citadel. 
He then got the temple under his power, and 
cleansed the whole place, and walled it round 
about, and made new vessels for sacred mi- 
nistrations, and brought them into the temple, 
because the former vessels had been profaned. 
He also built another altar, and began to 
offer the sacrifices; and when the city had 
already received its sacred constitution again, 
Antiochus died ; whose scji Antiochus suc- 
ceeded him in the kingdom, and in his hatred 
to the Jews also. 

5. So tliis Antiochus got together fifty 
thousand footmen, and five thousand horse- 
men, arid fourscore elephants, and marched 
through Judea into the mountainous parts. 
He then took Bethsiira, which was a small 
city ; but at a place called Bethzacharias, 
where the passage was narrow, Judas met 
liim with his army. However, Irefore the 
forces joined battle, Judas’s hrotlrer, Eteazar, 
seeing the very highest of the elephants 
iulorncd with a large tower, and with mili- 
tary trappings of gold to guard him, and sup- 
posing lh.it Antiochus himself was upon him, 
lie ran a great way before his own army, and 
cutting his way through the enemies* troops, 
lie got up to the elephant ; yet could not 
reach him who seemed to be the king, by 
reason of his being so high ; but still he ran 
!ii^ weapon into the belly of the beast, and 
brought him down upon himself, and was 
eriished to ile.'ith, having done no more than 
attempted great things, and showed that he 
preferred glory before life. Now he that 
governed tlie eleplnint was but a private man; 
l ot had he proved to be Anlioehus, Flleazar 
ii a> pel formed nothing more by this bold 
stroke liian that it might appear he chose to 
die, when he had the bare liope of thereby 
doing a glorious action ; nay, this disappoint- 
niei/ proved an omen to his brother [Judas] 
how the i .nire battle would end. It is true 
li.at tlie J -ws fought it out bravely for a long 
tilin’ ; hut the hiiig’s forces, being superior 
in numl)er, and liaving fortune on their side, 
ohta'iied the vic'.yry ; and when a great many 
»'.f his nun were slain, Judas took the rest 
with him, and lied to the toparchy of Goph. 
na. So A.. ' 'chus went to Jerusalem, and 
staid there hut a few days, for he wanted pro- 
visions, and so he went his way. He left 
indeed a garrison behind him, such as he 
thought snnicii'nt to keep the place ; but 
diew the rest of his army ofl, to take their 
\N inter-ipuirlers in Syria. 

6 . Now, after tlie king was departed, Ju- 
das was not idle ; for as many of his own na- 
tion came to him, so did he gather those that 
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had escaped out of the battle together, and 
gave battle again to Antiochus’s generals at 
a village called Adasa ; and being too hard 
for his enemies in the battle, and killing a 
great number of them, he was at last himself 
slain also. Nor was it many days afterward 
that his brother John had a plot laid against 
him by Antiochus’s party, and was slain by 
them. 


CHAPTER II. 

CONCERNING THE SUCCESSORS OF JUDAS, WHO 

WERE JONATHAN, SIMEON, AND JOHN HYR- 

CANUS. 

j 1. When Jonathan, who was Judas’s bro- 
ther, succeeded him, he behaved himself with 
great circumspection in other respects, with 
relation to his own people ; and he corrobo- 
rated his authority by preserving his friend- 
ship with tlie Romans. He al;,o made a league 
with Antiochus the son. Yet was not all this 
sufficient for his security ; for the tyrant Try- 
pho, who was guardian to Antiochus’s sou, 
laid a plot against him ; and, besides that, en- 
deavoured to take oir his friends, and caught 
Jonathan by a wile, as he was going to Plo- 
leiiiais to Antiochus, with a few persons in 
his company, and put them in bonds, and then 
made an expedition against the Jews; but 
when he was afterward driven away by Simeon, 
wlio was Jonatlian’s brother, and wa'> enraged 
at his defeat, ho put Jonathan to death. 

2. However, Simeon managed the public 
affairs after a courageous manner, and took 
Gazara, and Joppa, and Jainnia, which were 
cities in the neighbourhood. He also got the 
garrison under, and demolished the citadel, 
lie was afterwards an aux diary to Antiochus, 
against Trypho, whom he besieged in Dora, 
before he went on his expedition against the 
Medes ; yet could not he make the king a- 
shuined of his ambition, though he had as- 
sisted him in killing Tryplioj for it was not 
long ere Anlioehus sent Cendehens his gene- 
ral with an army to lay waste Judea, and to 
subdue Simeon ; yet he, though lie was now' in 
years, conducted the war as if he were a much 
younger man. lie also sent his sons with a 
band of strong men against Antiochus, wl.iie 
he took part of the army himself w ith him, 
and fell upon him from another quarter: he 
also laid a great many men in ambush in 
many places of the mountains, and was supe- 
rior in all his attacks upon them. And when 
he had been conqueror after so glorious a 
manner, he w'as made high-priest, and also 
freed the Jews from the dominion of the Ma- 
cedonians, after a hundred and seventy years 
of the empire [of Seleucus]. 

3. This Simeon had also a plot laid against 
i him, and was slain at a feast by his son-in« 
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law Ptolemy, who put his wife and two sons 
into prison, and sent some persons to kill 
John, who was also called Hyreanus. * Put 
when the young man was informed of their 
coming beforehand, he made much haste to 
get to the city, as having a very great confi- 
dence in the people there, both on account of 
the memory of the glorious actions of his fa- 
ther, and of the hatred they could not hut 
bear to the injustice of Ptolemy. Ptolemy 
also made an attempt to get into the city by 
another gate, hut was repelled by the people, 
who had just then admitted Hyreanus; so he 
retired presently to one of the fortresses that 
were above Jericho, which w as called Dagon. 
Now, when Hyreanus had received the high- 
priesthood, which his father had held before, 
and had cllered sactitiee to God, he made 
great haste to attaek Ptolemy, that he might 
nlllDid relief to his mother and brethren. 

4. So he laid siege to the fortress, and was 
superior to Ptolemy in other respects, but was 
overcome by him as to the just affection [he 
had for his relations] ; for when Ptolemy was 
distressed, he brought forth his inotlier and 
his brethren, and set them upon the wall, and 
beat them with rods in every body’s sight, 
and threatened, that, unless he w ould go away 
immediately, he would throw them down 
headlong; at which sight Ilyrcamis’s cotn- 
miseralion and concern were too hard for his 
anger, lint his mother was not dismayed, 
neither at the stripes she received, nor at the 
death w'ith whieJi she was threatened, but 
fltretclied out her hands, and prayed her son 
not to be moved with the injuries that she 
sulfercd, to spare the w retell ; since it was to 
her better to die by the means of Ptolemy 
llian to live ever so long, provided he might 
be pjinished for the injuries be h.ul done to 
their family. Now John’s case was this: — 
Wlien lie considered the courage of his mo- 
ther, and heard her entreaty, he set about his 
attacks; but when he saw her beaten, and 
torn to pieces with the stripes, he grew feeble, 
and was entirely overcome by his aU'ections. 
And as the siege was delayed by this means, 
the year of rest came on, upon which the 
Jews rest every seventh year as they do on 
every seventh day. On this year, therefore, 
l^toleiny was freed from being besieged, and 
slew’ the bretliren of John, w ith their mother, 
and fled to Zeno, who was alsfi called (July-! 
las, who was the tyrant of Philadelphia. 

5. And now Antiochus was so angry at 
what he had sutfereil from Simeon, that he 

* Why this John the son of Simeon, the high-priest 
and governor of ihe Jews, was ealled llyreaii..s, Jose- 
phus nowhere informs us; nor is he ealltfd other tlian 
John at the end of the first l»ook of tlm- Maeeabees. 
However, Sixtus Sener.sis, wlitr. he gi\e.s us. an epitome 
of the Greek version of the ho-*;, here aliridged by Jo- 
sephus, or of the ( nrunielesol tin J»)lin Hyreanus. 
then extant, assures us ih:it he was called Hyreanus', 
from his conquest of one of ihaL name. See Aulhent. 
Kec. part i, p. 27. But of this vour.j;i,‘r Antifrclnts, see 
Dean Aldricn’s note liere 


made an expedition into Judea, and sat dow n 
before Jerusalem, and besieged Hyreanus; 
but Hyreanus opened tile sepulchre of David, 
who was the richest of all kings, and took 
thence about three thousand talents in money, 
and induced Antiochus, by the promise of 
three thousand talents, tti raise the siege. 
Moreover, he was the first of the Jews that 
had money enough, and began to hire foreign 
auxiliaries also. 

6 . However, at another time, when Anli- 
ochus was gone upon an expedition against 
the Modes, and so gave Hyreanus an oppor 
tunity of being avenged upon him, he imme- 
diately made an attack upon the cities of Sy- 
ria, as thinking, what proved to be the case 
with them, that he should find them empty 
of good troops. So he took Medalia and Sa- 
mea, with the towns in their neighbourhood, 
as also Shechem and Gerizzim ; and liesidcs 
these, [he subdued] the nation of the Cutheans, 
who dw'clt round about that temple which 
was built in imitation of the temple at Jeru- 
salem ; he also took a great many other cities 
of Idumea, with Adoroon and Marissa. 

7. He also proceeded as far as Samaria, 
wliere is now the city Sebaste, wliich was 
built by Herod the king, ami encompassed 
it. all round witli a w^all, ami set his sons, A- 
ristobulus and Antigonus, over the siege; 
who pushed it on so hard, that a famine so far 
prevailed within the city, that they were foro 
ed to eat what never \\as esteemed food. 
They also invited Antioeliiis, who was called 
Cyzicenus, to come to their assistance ; where- 
upon lie got ready, ami complied vvitli their 
invitation, but w'as beaten by Aristohulus and 
Antigomis ; and Indeed be was pursued as far 
as Scytliojiolis by these brethren, and fled 
away from them. So they returiiL'd back to 
Samaria, and slmt thu multitude again within 
the vail ; ami vvlieii they had taken the city 
they (leniolished if, and inatle slaves of its in- 
habitants. And, as tliey bad still great Slic- 
es ill their umlertakings, they did not stiller 

their zeal to cool, but marched with an army 
as far as Scythop(»lis, and made an incursion 
tipon it, ami laid waste all the country that 
lay within mount Carmel. 

8. lJut then, these successes of John ami 
f his sons made them be envied, and oeea- 
ioiied a sedition in the country; and many 

be at rest till they brake out into open war, 
in vvliicli war they were beaten. So John 
lived the rest of his life very happily, and ad- 
iniiiistereji llie government after a most exira 
irdinary maimer, and this for ihirty-thiee en- 
tire years together. He died, leaving five 
sons behind him. He was certainly a very 
lapjiy man, and afforded no occasion to h.ive 
any cHiinpluint made of fortune on his account. 
He it was who ah)ne had three of the most 
desirable things in the world,— -the govern- 
ment of his nation, and the high-priesthocwl. 
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and the gift of prophecy $ for the Deity con- 
versed with him, — and he was not ignorant 
of any thing that was to come afterwards; 
insomuch that he foresaw and foretolS that 
his two eldest sons would not continue mas- 
ters of the government: and it will highly 
deserve our narration to describe their catas- 
trophe, and how far inferior these men were 
to their father in felicity. 


CHAPTER HI, 

HOW ARI3TOBU1.US WAS THE FIRST THAT PUT 
A DIADEM ABOUT HIS HEAD ; AND, AFTER 
HE HAD PUT HIS MOTHER AND BROTHER 
TO DEATH, DIED HIMSELF, WHEN HE HAD 
REIGNED NO MORE THAN A YEAR. 

§ 1. For after the death of their father, the 
elder of them, Aristobulus, changed the go- 
vernment into a kingdom, and was the first 
that put a diadem upon his head, four hun- 
dred and seventy-one years and three months 
after our people came down into this country, 
when they were set free from the Babylonian 
slavery. Now, of his bretliren, he appeared 
to have an affection for Antigonus, who was 
next to nim, and made him his equal ; but, 
for the rest, he hound them, and put them in 
prison, lie also put his mother in bonds, for 
nor contesting tiie government with him ; for 
John had left her to be the governess of pub- 
lic afliiirs. He also proceeded to that degree 
of barbarity as to cause her to be pined to 
death in prison. 

‘J. But vengeance circumvented him in the 
affair of his bi other Antigonus, whom ho 
loved, and whom he made his partner in the 
kingdom ; for he slew him by the means of 
the calumnies which ill men about the palace 
CO ;trivcd against him. At first indeed, Aris- 
tobnlus would not believe their reports, partly 
out of the affection he had for his brother, 
and partly because he thought that a great 
part of these talcs were owing to the envy of 
thoir relators : however, as Antigonus came 
once in a '.plendid manner from the army to 
that festival, wherein our ancient custom is to 
make tabernacles for God, it happened in 
those days that Aristobulus was sick, and 
that, at the conclusion of the feast, Antigo- 
nus came up to ft, with his armed men about 
him, and this v hen he was adorned in the 
finest manut. possible; and that, in a great 
measure, to pray to God on the behalf of his 
brother. Now, at this very time it was that 
these ill men came to the king, and told him 
in wiiat a pompous manner the armed men 
came, and with what insolence Antigonus 
marched, and that such his insolence was too 
great for a private person, and that accord- 
ingly he was come with a great band of men 
to kill him ; for that he could not endure this 
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bare enjoyment of royal honour, when it was 
in his power to take the kingdom himself. 

3. Now Aristobulus, by degrees, and un. 
willingly, gave credit to these accusations; 
and accordingly he took care not to discovei 
his suspicion openly, though he provided to 
be secure against any accidents ; so he placed 
the guards of bis body in a certain dark sub- 
terraneous passage ; for he lay sick in a cer- 
tain place called formerly the Citadel, though 
afterwards its name was changed to Antonia ; 
and he gave orders, that if Antigonus came 
unarmed, they should let him alone ; but if 
he came to him in his armour, they should 
kill him. He also sent some to let him know 
beforehand, that he should come unarmed. 
But, upon this occasion, the queen very cun- 
ningly contrived the matter with those that 
plotted his min, for she persuaded those that ' 
were sent, to conceal the king’s message ; but 
to tell Antigonus how his brother had heard 
he had got a very fine suit of armour, made 
with fine martial ornaments, in Galilee ; and 
because his present sickifbss hindered him 
from coming and seeing all that finery, he 
very much desired to see him now in his ar- 
mour, because, said he, in a little time thou 
art going away from me. 

4. As sooiv as Antigonus heard this, the 
good temper of his brother not allowing him 
to suspect any barm from him, he came along 
with his armour on, to show it to his brother ; 
but when he was going along that dark pas* 

' sage, which was called Strato’s Tower, he was 
slain by the bodyguards, and became an emi- 
nent instance how calumny destroys all good- 
will and natural afi'ection, and how none of 
our good afi’ections are strong enough to re- 
sist envy perpetually, 

5. And truly any one would be surprised 
at Judas upon this occasion. He was of the 
sect of the Essens, and had never failed or de- 
ceived men in his predictions before. Now, 
this man saw Antigonus as he was passing 
along by the temple, and cried out to his ac- 
quaintance (they were not a few who attended 
upon him as his scholars), ** O strange !’* said 
he, “ it is good for me to die now, since truth 
is dead before me, and somewhat that I have 
foretold hath proved false ; for this Antigonus 
is this day alive, who ought to have died this 
day ; and the place where he ought to be slain, 
according to that fatal decree, was Strato's 
Tower, which is at the distance of six hundred 
furlongs from this place, and yet four hours 
of this day are over already ; which point of 
time renders the prediction impossible to be 
fulfilled.’* And w'hen the old man had said 
this, he was dejected in bis mind, and so con- 
tinued. But, in a little time, news came that 
Antigonus was slain in a subterraneous place, 
w'hich was itself also called Strato’s Tower, 
by the same name with that Cesarea which 
lay by die sea-side ; and this ambiguity it was 
which caused the prophet’s disorder, 
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6. Hereupon Aristobiilus repented of the ' 
great crime he had been guilty of, and this | 
gave occasion to the increase of his distemper. 
He also grew worse and worse, and his soul 
was constantly disturbed at the thought of 
what he had done, till his very bowels being 
torn to pieces by the iiifolerablo grief he was 
under, he threw up a great quantity of blood. 
And, as one of those servants that attended 
him carried out that blood, he, by some super- 
natural providence, slipped and fell down in 
the very place where Antigonus had been 
slain ; and so he spilt some of the murderer’s 
blood upon the spots of the blood of him that 
had been murdered, which still appeared. 
Hereupon a lamentable cry arose among the 
spectators, as if the servant had spilled the 
blood on purpose in that place ; and, as the 
king heard that cry, he inquired what was 
the cause of it ; and while nobody durst te** 
him, he pressed them so much the more to 
let him know what was the matter; so, at 
length, when he had threatened them, and 
forced them to speak out, they told ; where- 
upon he burst intc tears, and groaned, and 
said, “ So I perceive I am not like to escape 
the all-seeing eye of God, as to the groat crimes 
I have committed ; but the vengeance of the 
blood of my kinsman pursues me hastily. O 
thou most impudent body ! how long wilt 
ihou retain a soul that ought to die, on ac- 
count of that punisliment it ought to sufFcr 
for a mother and a brother slain ! how long 
shall I myself spend my blood drop by drop ! 
let them take it all at once; and let their | 
ghosts no longer bo disappointed by a few 1 
parcels of my bowels offered to them.” As 
soon as he had said these words, he presently 
died, when be had reigned no longer than a 
year. 


CIIAPTEU IV. 

WHAT ACTIONS WERE DONE BY Al.KXANDEli 
.JANNEUS, WHO REIGNED TWENTY-SEVEN 
YEARS. 

§ 1. And now the king’s wife loosed the ^ 
king’s brethren, and made Alexander king, 
who appeared both elder in age and more mo- 
derate in his temper than tiie rest ; who, 
when he came to the government, slew one of 
his brethren, as affecting to govern himself; 
but had the other of them in great esteem, as 
loving a quiet life, without meddling with pu- 
blic affairs. 

2. Now it happened that there w^as a battle 
l)etwecn him and Ptolemy, who was called I«t- 
thyrus, who had taken the city Asochis. He 
indeed slew a great many of his enemies ; but 
the victory rather inclined to Ptolem>. But, 
when this Ptolemy was pursued by his mo- 
ther Cleopatra, and retired into Egypt, Alex- 


ander besieged Gndara, and took it ; as also 
he did Amathus, which was the strongest of 
all the fortresses that were about Jordan, and 
therein were the most precious of all the pos- 
sessions of Theodoras, the son of Zeno. 
Whereupon Theodoriis marched against him, 
and took what belonged to himsc-lf^ as well as 
the king’s baggage, and slew ten thousand of 
the Jews. However, Alexander recovered 
this blow, and turned his force towards the 
maritime parts, and took llaphia, and Gaza, 
with Anthedon also, which was afterwards 
called Agrippias by king Herod. 

3. But when he had made slaves of the ci- 
tizens of all these cities, the nation of the Jews 
made an insurrection against him at a festi- 
val ; for at tliose feasts seditions are general- 
ly begun : and it looked as if he should not 
bo able to escape the plot they had laid for 
him, had not his foreign auxiliaries, the Pisi. 

I dians and Cilicians, assisted him ; for, as to 
I the Syrians, he never admitted them among 
his mercenary troops, on account of their in - 
I natc enmity against the Jewish nation. And 
I when he had slain more than six thousand of 
• the rebels, he made an incursion into Arabia, 
jand when he had taken that country, together 
I with the Gileadites and Moabites, he enjoined 
j them to pay him tribute, and returned to A- 
mathus ; and as Theoilorus was surprised at 
his great success, he took the fortress, and de - 
molished it. 

4. However, when ho fought witii Ohodas, 
king of the Arabians, wfio had laid an ambush 
for him near Golan, and a j)lot against him, 
be lost his entire army, which was crowded 
together in a deep valley, and broken to pieces 
jhy the multitude of camels; and when ho 
I had made his escape to Jerusalem, he pro- 
voked the multitude, who hated him before, 
to make an insurrection against him, and this 
on account of the greatness of the calamity 

I that he was under. However, he was then 
1 too hard for them ; and, in the several battles 
that were fought on both sides, he slew not 
fewer than lifty thousand of the Jews, in the 
j interval of six years. Yet had he no reason 
to rejoice in these victories, since lie did but 
I consume his own kingdom; till at length lie 
left off fighting, and endeavoured to come to 
a composition with them, by talking with his 
[subjects; but this mutability and irregula- 
rity of his conduct made them hate him still 
more ; and when he asked them why they so 
hated him, and what he should do, iu order (o 
appease them, they said, by killing himself; 
for that it would be then all they could do, 
to be reconciled to him who had done such 
tragical things to them, even when he was 
dead. At the same time they invited Deme- 
trius, who was called Eucerus, to assist them ; 
and as he readily complied with their request, 
in hopes of great advantages, and came with 
bis army, the Jews joined with those their 
auxiliaries about Shechem 
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5, Yet did Alexander meet both these forces 
with one thousand horsemen, and eight thou- 
sand mercenaries that were on foot. He had 
also with him that part of the Jews whicli fa- 
voured him, to the number of ten thousand ; 
while the adverse party had three thousand 
horsemen, and fourteen thousand footmen. 
Now, before they joined battle, the kings 
made proclamation, and endeavoured to draw 
off each other’s soldiers, and make them re- 
volt ; while Demetrius hoped to induce Alex- 
ander’s mercenaries to leave him, — and Alex- 
ander hoped to induce the .Tews that were 
with Demetrius to leave him ; but, since 
neither the Jews would leave off their rage, 
nor the Greeks prove unfaithful, they came 
to an engagement, and to a close fight with 
ihoir weapons. In which battle Demetrius 
was the conqueror, although Alexander’s 
mercenaries showed the greatest exploits, 
both in soul and body. Yet did the upshot 
of this battle prove dilferent from what was 
expected, as to both of them ; for neither did 
those that invited Demetrius to come to them 
continue firm to him, though he was con- 
queror ; and six thousand Jews, out of pity 
to the change of Alexander’s condition, when 
he was fled to tlie mountains, came over to 
hit)}. Yet could not Demetrius bear this 
turn of affairs; but, supposing that Alexan- 
der was already becoirte a match for him 
again, and that all the nation would [at length ) 
’•tin to him, he left the country, and went his 
way. 

(). However, the rest of the [.Jewish] mul- 
titude did not lay aside their quarrels with 
him, when the [foreign] auxiliaries were gone; 
but they had a perpetual war with Alexander, 
until he had slain the greatest part of them, 
anO driven the rest into the city Hemeselis ; 
and when he had demolished that city, he car- 
ried the captives to Jerusalem. Nay, his 
rage was grown so extravagant, that his bar- 
baiity proceeded to a degree of impiety ; for 
when lie had ordered eight hundred to be 
bung upon crosses in the midst of the city, 
lie had the throats of their wives and childrei 
cut before their eyes ; and these execution* 
he saw ms he was drinking and lying down 
with Ills c« iicubines. Upon which, so deep a 
surprise seized on the people, that eight thou- 
sand of his opposers fled away the very next 
night, out of all Judea, whose flight was on- 
ly terminated *by Alexander's death ; so at 
last, though not till late, and with great diffi- 
culty, he, 1)^ such actions, procured quiet to 
his kingdom, and left off fighting any more. 

7. Yet did that A ntiochus, who was also 
called Dionysius, become an origin of trou- 
bles again. This man was the brother of 
Demetrius, and the last of the race of the Se- 
ieucidfse. * Alexander w.'ts afraid of him, 

• .losepIiuB here calls this Antiochus the last of the 
BeleueiilH?, .ilthouch there reinained still a shadow of 
an ther king uf tlial faniily, Anticuihus Asiatieus, or 


when he was marching against the Arabians j 
so he cut a deep trench between Antipatris, 
which was near the mountains, and the shores 
of Joppa ; he also erected a high wall before 
the trench, and built wooden towers in order 
to hinder any sudden approaches ; but still 
he was not able to exclude Antiochus, for he 
burnt the towers, and filled up the trenches, 
and marched on with his army ; and as he 
looked upon taking his revenge on Alexander 
for endeavouring to stop him, as a thing of 
less consequence, he marched directly against 
the Arabians, whose king retired into such 
parts of the country as were fittest for engag- 
r the enemy, and then on the sudden made 
i horse turn back, who were in number ten 
thousand, and fell upon Antiochus’s army 
while they were in disorder, and a terrible 
battle ensued. Antiochus’s troops, so long 
as he was alive, fought it out, altliough a 
mighty slaughter was made among them by 
the Arabians ; but when ho fell, for he was 
in the fore-front, in the utmost danger, in 
lying his troops, they all gave ground, and 
the greatest part of bis army were destroyed, 
cither in the action or the flight; and for the 
rest, whn fled to the village of Cana, it hap- 
pened that they were all consumed by want 
of necessaries, a few only excepted 

8. About this time it was that the people 
of Damascus, out of their hatred to Ptolemy, 
the son of Menneus, invited Aretas [to take 
the government], and made him king of Ce- 
iesyria. Tin's man also made an expedition 
against .Tudea, and beat Alexander in battle ; 
but afterwards retired by mutual agreement. 
But Alexander, when lie had taken Pella, 
marched to Gerasa again, out of the cove- 
tous desire he had of Theodorus’s possessions; 
and when he had built a triple wall about the 
garrison, he took tlie place by force. He 
also demolished Golan, .'»iul Seleucia, and 
what was called the Valley of Antiochus; 
besides which, he took the strong fortress oi 
Gamala, and stripped Demetrius, who was 
governor therein, of what he had, on account 
of tlie many crimes laid to his charge, and 
then returned into Judea, after he had been 
three whole years in this expedition ; and now 
he was kindly received of the nation, because 
of the good success he had. So, when he 
was at rest from war, he fell into a distemper ; 
for he was alllictcd with a quartan ague, and 
supposed that, by exercising himself again in 
martial afl'airs, he should get rid of this dis- 
temper; but, by making such expeditions at 
unseasonable times, and forcing his body to 
undergo greater hardships than it was able to 
bear, he brought himself to his end. He 
died, therefore, in the midst of his troubles, 
after he had reigned seven* and-twenty years. 

Coniin^t niis. who rcigneti, or rather lay hid, till Pom- 
uey quite turned him out, as Dean Aldrich here notes, 
nom Appian and Justin. 
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anora to put to death the rest of those vtho 
had irritated him against them. Now, she 
CHAPTER V. was so superstitious as to comply with their 

desires, and accordingly they slew whom they 
ALEXANDRA REIGNS NINE YEARS; DURING pleased theiDselves. But the principal of those 
WHICH TIME THE PHARISEES WERE THE that were in danger fled to Aristobulus, who 


REAL RULERS OE THE NATION. 

§ 1. Now Alexander left the kingdom to 
Alexandra his wife, and depended upon i' 
that the Jews would now very readily submit 
to her ; because she had been very averse to 
such cruelty as he had treated them with, and 
had opposed his violation of their law's, and 
had thereby got the good-will of the people. 
Nor w as he mistaken as to his expectations ; 
for this woman kept the dominion, by the 
opinion that the people had of her piety ; for 
she chiefly studied the ancient customs of her 
country, and cast those men out of the go- 
vernment that offended against their holy 
laws. And as she had two sons by Alexan- 
der, she made Hyreanus, the eider, high, 
priest, on account of his age ; as also, besides 
that, on account of his inactive temper noway 
disposing him to disturb the public. But she 
retained the younger, Aristobulus, with her 
as a private person, by reason of the warmth 
of his temper. 

2. And now the Pharisees joined themselves 
to her, to assist her in the government. These 
are a certain sect of the Jews that appear 
more religious than others, and seem to inter- 
pret the laws more accurately. Now, Alex- 
andra hearkened to them to an extraordinary 
degree, as being herself a woman of great 
piety towards God. But these Pharisees art* 
fully insinuated themselves into her favour by 
little and little, and became themselves the 
real administrators of the public affairs : they 
banished and reduced whom they pleased ; 
they bound and loosed [men] at their plea- 
sure ; * f and, to say all at once, they had the 
enjoyment of the royal authority, whilst the 
expenses and the difficulties of it belonged to 
Alexandra. She was a sagacious woman in 
the management of great affairs, and intent 
always upon gathering soldiers together j so 
that she increased the army the one half, and 
procured a great body of foreign troops, till 
her own nation became not only very power- 
ful at home, but terrible also to foreign po- 
tentates, while she governed other people, and 
the Pharicces governed her. 

3. Accordingly they themselves slew Dio- 
genes, a person of figure, and one that had 
been a friend to Alexander ; and accused him 
as having assisted the king with his advice, 
for crucifying the eight hundred men [before 
mentioned]. They also prevailed with Alex. 

4 Matt, xvi, 19 1 xvlii, 18. 

t Here we have the oldest and most authentic Jewish 
exposition of bindinf and loosing, for punishing or ab- 
•olving men t not for declaring actions lawful or unlaw- 
ful, at aenne more modem Jews and Christians vainly 
pretend 


persuaded his mother to spare the men on ac* 
count of their dignity, but to expel them out 
of the city, unless she took them to be inno- 
cent; so they were suffered to go unpunished 
and were dispersed all over the country. But, 
when Alexandra sent out her army to Damas- 
cus, under pretence that Ptolemy was always 
oppressing that city, she got possession of it ; 
nor did it make any considerable resistance. 
She also prevailed with Tigranes, king of Ar* 
menia, who lay with his troops about Ptole 
mais, and besieged Cleopatra, ^ by agreements 
and presents, to go away. Accordingly Ti- 
grancs soon arose from the siege, by reason of 
those domestic tumults which happened up- 
on Lucullus’s expedition into Armenia. 

4. In the mean time, Alexandra fell sick, 
and Aristobulus, her younger son, took hold 
of this opportunity, with his domestics, of 
which he had a great many, w’ho were all of 
them his friends, on account of the warmth 
of their youth, and got possession of all the 
fortresses. He also used the sums of money 
he found in them, to get together a number 
f mercenary soldiers, and made himself 
king; and besides this, upon Hyrcanus*s com- 
plaint to his mother, she compassionated his 
case, and put Aristobulus’s wife and sons un. 
der restraint in Antonia, which was a fortress 
that joined to the north part of the temple. 
It was, as I have already said, of old called 
the Citadel, but afterwards got the name of 
Antonia, when Antony was lord [of the east], 
just as the other cities, Sebaste and Agrip- 
pias, had their names changed, and these 
given them from Sebastus and Agrippa. But 
Alexandra died before she could punish Aris- 
tobulus for his disinheriting his brother, after 
she had reigned nine years. 


CHAPTER VI. 

WHEN HYRCANUS, WHO WAS ALEXANDER’S 
HEIR, RECEDED FROM HIS CLAIM TO THE 
CROWN, ARISTOBULUS IS MADE KING ; AND 
AFTERWARD THE SAME HYRCANUS, BY THE 
MEANS OF ANTIPATER, IS BROUGHT BACK 
BY ARETAS. AT LAST POMPEY IS MADE 
THE ARBITRATOR OF THE DISPUTE BETWEEN 
THE BROTHERS. 

§ 1. Now Hyreanus was heir to the king- 
dom, and to him did his mother commit it 


aa ucrc, uui uiicr anv imiu icii oyrjB, lu ociirumM, a vtut 

del u) MMopotamia ; and adds, that when he had kep 
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before the died : but Arlstobulus was supe- 
rior to him in power and magnanimity ; and 
when there was a battle between them, to de- 
cide the dispute about the kingdom, near Je- 
richo, the greatest part deserted Hyreanus, 
and went over to Aristobulus; but Hyrea- 
nus, with those of his party who staid with 
him, fled to Antonia, and got into his power 
the hostages that might be for his preserva- 
tion (which were Aristobulus’s wife, with her 
children) ; but they came to an agreement 
before things should come to extremities, that 
Aristobulus should be king, and Hyreanus 
should resign that up, but retain all the rest 
of his dignities, as being the king’s brother. 
Hereupon they vs'ero reconciled to each other 
in the temple, and embraced one another in 
a very kind manner, while the people stood 
round about them : they also changed their 
houses; while Aristobulus went to tiie royal 
palace, and Hyreanus retired to the liouse of 
Aristobulus. 

2. Now, those other people who were at 
variance with Aristobulus were afraid, upon 
his unexpectedly obtaining the government ; 
and especially this concerned Antipater, * 
whom Aristobulus hated of old. He was 
by birth an Iduuiean, and one of the princi- 
pal of that nation, on account of his ances- 
tors and riches, and other authority to him 
belonging: he also persuaded Hyreanus to 
fiy to Aretas, the king of Arabia, and to lay 
claim to the kingdom ; as also he persuaded 
Aretas to receive Hyreanus, and to bring 
him back to his kingdom : he also cast re- 
proaches upon Aristobulus, as to his morals, 
and gave great commendations to Hyreanus, 
and exhorted Aretas to receive him, and told 
him how becoming a tiling it would be for 
him, wht^ ruled so great a kingdom, to alFord 
his assistance to such as are injured ; alleg- 
ing that Hyreanus was treated unjustly, by 
being deprived of that dominion wliich be- 
long* <1 to him by the prerogative of his binh. 
And when he had predisposed them both to 
do what he would have tliem, he took Hyr. 
canus by nighl, and ran away from the city ; 
and, continuing his fliglit with great swift- 
ness, l*c escaped to the place called Petra, 
which is the royal seat of the king of Arabia, 
where he jiui Hyreanus into Aretas’s hands ; 
and by di .coursing much with him, and gain- 
ing upon him with many pp'sents, he pre- 
vailed with liin'i to give him an army that 
might restore him to liis kingdom. This 
army consisted of fifty thousand footmen and 

her a while in nrisou, he put her to death. Dean Aid- 
rich supposes here that Stra'oo contradicts Josephus, 
which docs not n}i(var to n.i* ; for although Josephus 
sayslxith here and in the AiiO p b. xiii, ch. xvi, sect. 4, 
that 'I'igranes besieged her n*»\v in Ptolcmais, and that 
he took tlie city, as the Antiquities inform us, yet does 
he nowhere intimate that he now took the auecn her- 
self; so that both the narrations of Strabo ana Josephus 
may still be true notwithstanding. 

* That this Antipatcr, the father of Herod the Great, 
w as an Idumean, as Josephus aillrms here, sec the note 
on Antiq. b. xiv, ch. xv, sect. 2. 


horsemen, against which Aristobulus was not 
able to make resistance, but was deserted in 
his first onset, and was driven* to Jerusalem t 
he also had been taken at first by force, if 
Scaurus, the Homan general, had not come 
and seasonably interposed himself, and raised 
the siege. This Scaurus was sent into Syria 
from Armenia by Pompey the Great, when 
he fought against Tigranes ; so Scaurus came 
to Damascus, which had been lately taken 
by Metellus and Lollius, and caused them 
to leave the place; and, upon bis hearing 
how the aflairs of Judea stood, he made haste 
thither as to a certain booty. 

3. As soon, therefore, as he was come in- 
o the country, there came ambassadors from 
both the brothers, eacli of them desiring his 
assistance ; but AristobuJus’s three hundred 
talents had more weight with him than the 
justice of the cause ; which sum, when Scau* 
rus had received, he sent a herald to Hyrea- 
nus and the Arabians, and threatened them 
with the resentment of the Homans- and of 
Pompey, unless they would raise the siege. 
So Aretas was terrified, and retired out of 
Judea to Philadelphia, as did Scaurus return 
to Damascus again t nor was Aristobulus sa- 
tisfied with escaping |^out of his brother's 
hands], but gathered all his forces together 
and pursued his enemies, and fought them at 
a place called Papyron, and slew above six 
thousand of them, and, together with them, 
Antipatcr’s brother Phalion. 

4 . When Hyreanus and Antipater were 
thus deprived of their hopes from the Arabi- 
ans, they transferred the same to their adver- 
saries ; and because l*ompey had passed 
through i‘Jyria, and was come to Damascus, 
they fled to him for assistance ; and, without 
any bribes, | they made the same equitable 
picas that they hail used to Aretas, and be- 
sought him to hate the violent behaviour of 
Aristobulus, and to bestow the kingdom up- 
on him to whom it justly belonged, both on 
account of his good character, and on account 
of his sujjeriority in age. However, neither 
was Aristobulus wanting to himself in this 
case, as relying on the bribes that Scaurus 
had received; lie was also there himself, and 
adorned himself after a manner the most 
agreeable to royally that ho was able. But 
he soon thought it beneath him to come in 
such a servile manner, and could not endure 
to serve his owm ends in a way so much more 
abject than he was used to ; so he departed 
from Diospolis. 

5- At this his behaviour Pompey had great 

f It is somewhat probable, as Havercamp supjHMes, 
and )>artly !3))anhcim also, that the Latin copy is here 
the truest ; that Pompey did take tlie many presents 
offered him by Hyreanus, as he would have done tlio 
others from Aristobulus (sect. 6) ; although his remark- 
able abstinence from the 2000 talents that were in the 
Jewisli tenqile, when he took it a little afte* ward ^ch. 
vii, sect 6, -vnd Antiq b. xiv, ch. iv, sect 4;, will hard- 
ly permit us to desert the (ircek copies ; all whichagrec 
that he did not take them. 
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indignation ; Hyrcanus aho and his friends 
made great intercession lo Pumpey ; so lie 
took not only his Roman forces, but many of 
his Syrian auxiliaries, and marched against 
Anstobulus. But when he had passed by 
Pella and Scythopolis, arid was come to Corea, 
where you enter into tlie country of Judea, 
when you go up to it tlirough the Mediter- 
ranean parts, he heard that Aristobuluo was 
fled to Alexandriuin, which is a strong-hold, 
fortified witlj the utmost magnificence, and 
situated upon a high mountain, and he sent 
to him, and commanded him to come down. 
Now his inclination was to try his fortune in 
A battle, since he was called in such an impe- 
rious manner, rather than to comply with that 
call. However, he saw the multitude w'ere 
in great fear, and his friends exhorted him to 
consider what the power of the Romans was, 
and hoiv it was irresistible ; so he complied 
with their advice, and came down to Potnpey ; 
and when he had made a long apology 
himself, aiul for the justness of his cause in 
taking the government, he returned to the 
fortress. Atid when his brother invited him 
again [to plead his cause], he came down and 
spake about the justice of it, and then went 
away without any hindrance IVom Pompey : 
so he was between hope and fear. And when 
he came down, it was to prevail w ith Pompey ; 
to allow him the government entirely ; and ^ 
wijcn he went up to the citadel, it was that j 
he might not appear to debase himself too j 
low'. How ever, Pompey commanded him to I 
give up ills fortified places, and furced him to! 
w'rite to every one of their governors to yield 
them up ; they having had this charge given 
them, to obey no letters hut what were of his 
own hand-writing. Acconlingly he did what 
he was ordered to do ; hut laid still an indig- 
nation at what was done, and retired to Jeru- 
salem, and prepared lo fight with Pompey. 

6. But Pompey did not give him time 
to make any preparatioiit. [for a siege , but 
foUuw'cd him at his heels; he was also 
obliged to make haste in his attempt, by the 
death of Milhridates, of which he was inform- 
ed about Jericho. Now liere is the most 
fruitful country of Jndea, which bears a vast 
luiniber of palm-trees, besides the balsam- 
tree,* whose sprouts they cut with sharp 
stones, and at the incisions they gather the 
juice, which drops down like tears. So Pom- 
pey pitched his camp in that place one night, 
and then hasted away the next morning to 
Jerusalem ; but Aristobulus was so affrighted 
at his approach, that he came and met him by 
way of supplication. He also promised him 
money, and that lie would deliver up both 
himself and the city into liis disposal ; — and 
thereby he mitigated the anger of Pompey. 

» Of the famous palm-trees aiul bp jsani aixiut Jericho 
and Eugaddi, see thcMiotcs in Havercamp’s edition, both 
hare and b. ii, ch. ix, sect. 1. 'I'hey are suincivtiat too 
U)Og to be transcribed in this place. 


Yet did not he perform any of the conditions 
he had agreed to ; for Aristobulus’s party 
would not so much as admit Gabinius into 
the city, who was sent to receive the money 
that he had promised. 


CHAPTER VU. 

HOW POMPEY HAD THE CITY OF JEllUSAI.EM 

DELIVEKED UP TO HIM, BUT TOOK THE TEM- 
PLE [by force!. how he went into THE 

HOLY OF holies; AS ALSO WHAT WEllE HIS 

OTHER EXPLOITS IN JUDEA. 

§ 1, At this treatment Pompey was very an- 
giy, and took Aristobiiltis into custody ; and 
when he was come to the city he looked a- 
bout where he might make his attack; for 
he S.IW the walls wx*re so firm that it wmuld 
he hard to overcome them, and that the val- 
ley before the walls was terrible; and tliat 
tlie temple, which was within that valley, was 
itself encompassed with a very strong wall, 
insomuch that if the city were taken, the tem- 
ple would be a second place of refuge for the 
enemy to retire to. 

2. Now', as he was long in deliberating a. 
lioiit this matter, a sedition arose among the 
people within the city; Aristohulus’s party 
being willing to fight, and to set their king at 
liberty, while the party of Hyrcanus were foi 
opening the gates to Pompey; and the dread 
people were in, occasioned these last to be a 
very numerous party, when they looked \i\Kn\ 
the excellent order the Roman soldiers were 
in. So A ristol) ulus’s party was worsted, and 
retired into the temple, and cut off the com- 
munication between the temjjle and the city, 
by breaking ilown the bridge that joined them 
togetlicr, and prepared to make an opposition 
to the utmost; but as the others had received 
the Romans into the city, and had delivered 
uj) tlie palace to him, Pompey sent Piso, one 
of his great officers, into that palace with an 
army, who distributed a garrison about the 
city, because he could not persuade any one 
of those that liad flvd to the temple to C()me to 
terms of accutnmi;dation ; he then disposed all 
tilings tliat \ Te round about them so as might 
favour their attacks, as liaviug llyrcanus’s 
party very ready to afford them iioth counsel 
and assistance. 

3. But Pompey himself filled up the ditch 
that was on the north side of tlie temple, and 
the entire valley also, the army itself being 
obliged to carry the materials for tliat pur- 
pose. And indeed i» was a hard thing to fill 
up that valley, by reason of its immense depth, 
especially as the Jews used ail the means pos- 
sible lo repel them from their superior station ; 
nor had the Romans succeeded in their en- 
deavours, had not Pompey taken notice of 
the seventh days, on which the Jews abstain 
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from all sorts of work on a religious account, ' 
and raised his bank, but restrained his soldiers 
from fighting on those days; for the Jews 
only acted defensively on Sabbath-days. But 
as soon as Pom[>ey had filled up the valley, 
he erected high towers upon the bank, and 
brought those engines which they had fetched 
from Tyre near to the wall, and tried to bat- 
ter it down ; and the slingers of stones beat 
oiF those that stood above them, and drove 
them away ; but the towers on this side of 
the city made very groat resistance, and were 
indeed extraordinary both for largeness and 
magnificence. 

4. Now, hero it was that, upon the many 
hardshi[)s which the Homans underwent, 
Pompoy could not but admire not only at the 
other instances of the Jevvs’ fortitude, but es- 
pecially that they did not at all intermit their 
religious services, even wl>en they were en- 
compassed with darts on all sides; for, as if 
tlie city were in full peace, their daily sacri- 
fices and purifications, and every branch of 
their religious worship, were still performed 
to God with the utmost exactness. Nor in- 
deed, when the texnple was actually taken, 
and they were every day slain about the altar, 
did they leave off the instances of their divine 
worship that were appointed by their law; for 
it w'as in the third month of the siege before 
the Romans could even with great difficulty 
overthrow' one of the towers, and get into the 
icinple. Now he that first of all ventured to 
»»‘ct over the wall, was Faustus Cornelius, the 
son of Sylla; and next after him were tw'o 
centurions, Furius and Fabius; and every 
one of tliese was followed by a cohort of his 
ow'ii, who encompassed the Jews on all sides, 
and slew' tlicm ; some of them as they were 
running for shelter to the temjile, and others 
as they, for a while, fought in their owm de- 
fence. 

5. And no.v did many of tlie priests, ever 
w aeii they saw their enemies assailing their 
with swords in their hands, without any dis- 
turbanc*’, go on with their divine worship, and 
were slain while they w'erc otlering their driiik- 
ofierings and burning their incense, as pre- 
ferring the duties about their worship to Got 
before tin 'r own preservation. The greatcsi 
part of them were slain by their own country- 
men of the adverse faction, and an innumer- 
able multitude threw themselves down preci- 
pieces ; nay some there were who were so dis- 
tracted among the insuperable difficulties they 
were under, that they set fire to the huildin 
that were nta.- to the w-all, and w'ere burnt to- 
gether with them. Now of the Jews were 
slain twelve thousand ; but of the Romans 
very few were slain, hut a greater numbei 
was wounded. 

6. But there was nutbing that affected th< 
nation so much, in the calamities they were 
then under, as that their holy place, which har; 
been hitherto seen by nune« should he laic 


.pen to strangers; for Pompey, j\nd those 
bat were about him, went into the temple 
tself,* wliether it was not lawful for any to 
enter but the high-priest, and saw what was 
eposited therein, the candlestick with its 
lamps, and the table, and the pouring vessels, 
and the censers, all made entirely of gold, as 
also a great quantity of spices heaped together, 
with two thousand talents of sacred money. 
Yet did not he touch the money, nor anj 
;hing else that was there reposited ; but he 
‘ommanded the ministers about the temple, 
;he very next day after he had taken it, to 
rleanse it, and to jjerform their accustomed sa- 
Tifices. Moreover, he made Hyreanus high- 
priest, as one that not only in other respects 
liad shown great alacrity, on his side, during 
he siege, but as he had been the means of 
lindering theinultitude that was in the country 
from fighting for Aristobulus, which tliey were 
otherwise very ready to have done ; by which 
means lie acted the part of a good general, 
and reconciled the people to him more by 
benevolence than by terror. Now among 
-he captives, Aristobiilus*s father-in-law was 
taken, who was also his uncle . so those that 
were the most guilty he punished with de- 
collation ; but rewarded Faustus, and those 
with him that had fought so bravely, with 
glorious presents ; and laid a tribute upon the 
country, and upon Jerusalem itself. 

7. lie also took away from the nation all 
those cities they had formerly taken, and that 
lelongcd to Celesyria, and made them subject 
o him that was at that time appointed to be 
the Homan president there, and reduced Ju- 
dea w’ithin its proper bounds. He also re- 
built f Gadara, that had been demolished by 
the Jews, in order to gratify one Demetrius, 
vvlio was of Gadara, and was one of his own 
freed-men. He also made other cities, free 
from 'their dominion, that lay in the midst of 
the country, — such, I mean, as they had not 
demolished before that time ; Hippos, and 
Scythopolis, as also l*ella, and Samaria, and 
Marissa; and besides these, Ashdod, and Jani- 
nia, and Arethusa ; and in like manner dealt 
he with the maritime cities, Gaza, and Joppa, 
and Dora, and tliat whicli was anciently ciilled 
Strato’s lower, but was afterward rebuilt 
with the most magnificent edifices, and had 
its name changed to Cesarea, by king Herod 
All which be restored to their own citizens, 
and put them under the province of Syrra; 
which province, together with Judea, and the 
countries as far as Egypt and Euphrates, he 
committed to Scaurus as their governor, and 
gave him two legions to support him ; while 

• Thus says I'aciius Cn. Pompeiiis first of all suit- 
dued the Jews, and went into their teinjile, by right of 
iXHiqiiest, Hist. b. v, <'h. ix Nor did ne touch any of 
its riches, as has been observtxl on the parallel place o/ 
the Antiquities, b. xiv, ch. iv, sect. 4, out of Cicero 
hiniseir. 

f The coin of this Cadara, still exUint, with its date 
ftom this (cra, is a ei'rtain evidenra of this its rebuikUnfl 
bv Pompev. as Sjmnheim here assures ns. 
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ne tnade all the haste he could himself to go 
tlirough Cilicia, in his way to Rome, having 
Aristobulus and liis children along with him, 
as his captives. They were two daughters 
and two sons ; the one of which sons, Alex- 
ander, ran away as he was going ; but the 
younger, Antigonus, with his sisters, were 
carried to Rome. 


CHAPTER VJII. 

ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, WHO 
RAN AWAY FROM POMFEY, MAKES AN EXPE- 
DITION AGAINST HYRCANUS; BUT BEING 
OVERCOME BY GABINIUS, HE DELIVERS UP 
THE FORTRESSES TO HIM. AFTER THIS, 
ARISTOBULUS ESCAPES FROM ROME, AND 
GATHERS AN ARMY TOGETHER ; BUT BEING 
BEATEN BY THE ROMANS, HE IS BROUGHT 
BACK TO ROME ; WITH OTHER THINGS RE- 
LATING TO GABINIUS, CRASSUS, AND CAS- 
SIUS. 

§ 1. In the mean time Scauriis made an ex- 
pedition into Arabia, hut was stopped by the 
difficulty of the places about Petra. How- 
ever, he laid waste the country about Pella, 
though even there he was under great hard- 
ship, for his army was afflicted with famine. 
In order to supply whicli want, Hyrcaniis af- 
forded him some assistance, and sent him pro- 
visions by the means of Antipater; wliotn al- 
so Seaurus sent to Aretas, as one w'cll ac- 
quainted with him, to induce him to pay him 
money to buy his peace. The king of Ara- ■ 
bia complied with the proposal, and gave him 
three hundred talents; upon which Seaurus 
drew his army out of Arabia. • 

2. But as for Alexander, tliat son of Aris- 
tobulus who ran away from Pompey, in some 
time lie got a considerable band of men to- 
gether, and lay heavy upon Ilyrcanus, and 
over-ran Judea, and was likely to overturn 
him quickly ; and indeed he had come to 
Jerusalem, and had ventured to rebuild its 
wall that was thrown down by Pompey, bad 
not Gabinius, who was sent as successor to 
Seaurus into Syria, shown his bravery, as in 
many other points, so in making an expedi- 
tion against Alexander who, as he was 
afraid that he would attack him, so he got 
together a large army, cornjiosed of ten thou- 
sand armed footmen, and fifteen hundred 
horsemen. He also built walls about proper 
places; Alexandrium, and ilyreaniura, and 


Macherus, that lay upon the mountains of 
Arabia. 

S. However, Gabinius sent before him 
Marcus Antonius, and followed himself with 
his whole army ; but for the select body of 
soldiers that were about Antipater, and ano- 
ther body of Jews under the command of 
Malichus and I’itholaus, these joined them- 
selves to those captains that w'ere about Mar- 
cus Antonius, and met Alexander; to which 
body came Gabinius with his main army soon 
afterward ; and as Alexander was not able to 
sustain the charge of the enemies* forces, 
now tliey were joined, he retired. But when 
he was con(?;e near to Jerusalem, he was forced 
to fight, and lost six thousand men in tlie 
battle; three thousand of wdiora fell down 
dead, and three thousand were taken alive ; 
so he fled with the remainder to Alexandrium. 

4. Now, when Gabinius was come to Alex- 
andrium, because he found a great many there 
encamped, he tried, by promising them par- 
don for their former offences, to induce them 
to come over, to him before it came to a figlit; 
but wlien they would hearken to no terms of 
accommodation, he slew a great number of 
them, and shut up a great number of thorn 
in the citadel. Now IVIarciis Antonius, their 
leader, signalized himself in this battle, who, 
as he always showed great courage, so did he 
never show it so mucli as now; but Gahi- 
nius, leaving forces to take the citadel, went 
away In’msolf, and settled tlie cities that had 
not been demolished, and rebuilt those that 
had been destroyed. Accordingly, upon his 
injunction, the following cities were nj^tored; 
— Scythopolis, Samaria, Anthedon, Apollo- 
nia, Jamnia, Raphia, Marissa, Adorcus, Ga- 
mala, Ashdod, and many others ; while a 
great number of men readily ran to each ot 
them, and became their inhabitants. 

5. When Gabinius had taken care of these 
cities, he returned to Alexandrium, and press- 
ed on the siege. So when Alexander de- 
spaired of ever obtaining the government, he 
sent ambassadors to him, and prayed him to 
forgive what he had offendecl liim in, and 
gave up to him the remaining fortresses, Hyr- 
catiiuui and Macherus, as he put Alexaudri- 
uin into his hands afterwards ; all which Ga- 
binius dcmolislied, at the persuasion of Alex- 
ander’s mother, that they might not be recep- 
tacles of men in a second war. She wms now 
there, in order to mollify Gabinius, out of her 
concern for her relations that were captives 
at Rome, which were her husband and her 
other children. After this, Gabinius brought 
Hyreanus to Jerusalem, and committed the 


• Take the like attestation to the truth of this sub- 
mission of Aretas king of Arabia to Seaurus the Roman 
general, in the words of Dean Aldrich. Hence (siiys 
he) is derived that old and famous denarius belonging 
to the Emilian family ‘i^represc'ntfHi in Havercamp's cdi- 
tk>n2» wherein Aretas appears ui n jMisturc of supplica- 
tionT and taktag hold of a camel’s bridle with his left 


o^, and with his right hand presenting a branch of I 
Ihe hraniUncense-tree, with thii inscription: M.^CAU- 
It US EX & C.; and beneath, RKA ARETAS." 


care of the temple to him ; but ordained the 
political government to be by an aristocracy. 
He also parted the whole nation into five 
conventions, assigning one portion to Jerusa- 
lem, another to Gadara, that another sliould 
belong to Amathus, a fourth to Jericho, und 
to the fifth division was allotted Sepphoris, a 
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eity of Galilee. So the people were glad to tumults), and sent Antipater, who prevailed 
be thus freed from monarchical government, with some of the revolters to be quiet, llow- 
and were governed for the future by an aris- ever, thirty thousand still continued with 
tocracy. Alexander, who was himself eager to fight 

6. Yet did Aristobulus afford a new foun- also; accordingly, Gabinius went out to fight 
dation for other disturbances. He fled away when the Jews met him ; and, as the battle 
from Home, and got together again many of was fouglit near Mount Tabor, ten thousand 
the Jews that were desirous of a change, such of them were slain, and the rest of the mul. 
as had borne an affection to him of old ; and itude dispersed themselves, and fled away, 
when he had taken Alexandrium in the first | So Gabinius came to Jerusalem, and settled 
place, he attempted to build a wall about it;| the government as Antipater would have it; 
but as soon as Gabiniur; had sent an army! hence he marched, and fought and beat the 
against him under Sisennii, Antonins, and Nabateans: as for Mithridates and Orsanes, 
Servilius, he was aware <»f it, and retreated ho fled out of Parthia, he sent them away 
to Macherus. And as for the unprofitable uivately, but gave it out among the soldiers 
multitude, he dismissed them, and only march- hat they had run away, 
ed on with those that were armed, being to 8. In the mean lime, Crassus came as sue 
the number of eight thousand, among whom ccssor to Gabinius in Syria. He took away 
was Pitholaiis, wlio had been the lieutenant all the rest of the gold belonging to the tem- 
ot Jerusalem, but deserted to Aristobiilus pic of Jerusalem, in order to furnish himself 
with a thousand of his men : so the Romans for his expedition against the Parthians. He 
followed him, and when it came to a battle, also took away the two thousand talents which 
Aristobulus*s party for a long time fought Pompey had not touched ; but when he had 
courageously ; but at length they were over- passed over Euphrates, he perished himself, 
borne by the Romans, and of them five thou- and his army with him ; concerning which 
sand fell dead, and about two thousand fled affairs this is not a proper time to speak [more 
to a certain little hill, but the thousand that largely]. 

remained with Aristobiilus brake tlirough the 9. But now Cassius, after Crassus, put a 
Roman army, and marched together to Ma- stop to the Parthians, who were marching, in 
cherus; and, when the king had lodged the order to enter Syria. Cassius had fled into 
first night on its ruins, he was in hopes of that province, and when he had taken posses- 
raislng anotlier army, if the war would but sion of the same, he made a hasty march into 
cease awhile; accordingly he fortified that J^dca; and, upon his taking Taricheae, he 
strong-hold, tliough it was done after a poor carried thirty thousand Jews into slavery. He 
manner. But tlie Romans fiilling upon him, also slew Pitholaus, who had supported the 
he resisted, even beyond liis abilities, for two seditious followers of Aristobulus ; and it 
days, and then was taken, and brought a pri- "as Ainipater who advised him so to do. 
soner to Gahinius, with Antigonus his son Now this Antipater married a wife of an emi- 
who had fled away together with him from nent family among the Arabians, whose name 
Rome ; and from tiabinius he was carried to "as Cypros, and had four sons born to him 
Rome again. Whertforc the senate put him by her, Phasaelus and Herod, who was after- 
under eoufuiemeiU, but returned his childrei: w'ards'king, and besides, Joseph and Plicroras ; 
liack to Juden, because Gabinius informed and he had a daughter, whose name was Sa- 
tli m hv letiers, that he had promised Aristo- lomo. Now', as be made himself friends 
bulus’s* motlicr to do so, for her delivering among the men of power everywhere, by the 
the fortresses up to him. kind offices he did them, and the hospitable 

7, 15iit Gabinius was marching to manner that he treated them; so did he con- 

Ihc war against the Parthians, he was hinder- tract the greatest friendship with tlie king of 
ed by Ptolemy, whom, upon his return from Arabia, by marrying his relation ; insomuch 
Eiijiiirate , lie brought back into Egypt, mak- that when he made war with Aristobulus, he 
ing use ot Hyicanus and Antipater to pro- sent and intrusted his children with him. So, 
vide every thing that was necessary for this "hen Cassiu3 had forced Alexander to come 
expedition ; for Antipater furni^ihed him with to terms and to be quiet, he returned to Eu- 
money, and wfiapons, and corn, and auxiliar. phrates, in order to prevent the Parthians 
ics ; ho also prevailed with the Jews that were B-o™ repassing it; concerning which matter 
there, and guarded the avenues at PeUisiuni, shall speak elsewhere 
to let them p,.ss. But now', upon Gabinius’s I 

absence, the other part of Syria was in mo- | wanting, 

tion, and Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, ' 

./roiigbt the Jews to revolt again. Accord- 
ingly, he got together a very great army, and I 
set about killing all the Romans that were iiij 
the country; hereupon (>ahiiiius was afraid 
(for he was come back already out of Egypt, 
and obliged to come back quickly by these 
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CHAPTER IX. 

AIllSTOBULUS rs TAKEN OFF BY POMPEV's 
FRIENDS, AS IS IIIS SOX ALEXANDER llY . 
SCIPIO. ANTJPATER CULTIVATES A FRIEND- j 
SHIP WITH CAESAR, AFTER 1'OMPEY'S DEATH ; ' 
HE ALSO PERFORMS GREAT ACTIONS IN THAT | 
WAR, WHEREIN HE ASSISTED MITIIRIDATKS. 

§ 1. Now, upon the flight of Pompey and 
of the senate beyond the Ionian Sea, Ctesar 
got Rome and the empire under his power, 
and released Aristobulus from his bonds. He 
also committed two legions to him, and sent 
him in haste into Syria, as hoping that by his 
means he should easily conquer that country, 
and the parts adjoining to Judea. But envy 
prevented any effect of Aristobulus’s alacrity 
and the hopes of Ca?sar ; for he was taken off 
by poison given him by those of Pompey’s 
party ; and, for a long while, he had not so 
much us a burial vouciisafed iiiin in ins own 
country; butliis dead body lay [above ground], 
preserved in honey, until it vyas sent to the 
Jews by Antony, in order to be buried in the 
royal sepulchres. 

2. His son Alexander also was beheaded 
by Scipio at Antioch, and that by tlie com- 
mand of Pompey, and upon an accusation' 
laid against him before his tribunal, for the 
mischiefs he had done to the Romans. But 
Ptolemy, the son of Menneiis, who was then 
ruler of Chalcis, under Libaiuis, took Ins 
brethren to him, by sending his son Philippio 
for them to Ascalon ; who took Antigomis, 
as well as liis sisters, away from Arislobulus’s 
'vife, and brought them to his father; and 


the city; in the attack of which place. Anti* 
pater principally signalized himself, for he 
iirought down that part of the wall whicli was 
over-against him, and leaped first of all into 
the city, with the men that were about him. 

4. Thus was Pelusium taken. But still, 
as they were marching on, those Egyptian 
Jews that inhabited the country, called the 
country of Onias, stopped them. Then did 
Antipater not only persuade them not to stop 
them, but to aflbrd provisions for their army; 
on which account even the i)eopIe about 
Memphis would not ligiit against them, but, 
of their own accor«l, joined Mithridates. 
Whereupon he went round about Delta, and 
fought the rest of the Egyptians at a place 
called the Jews’ (Limp : nay, wIhmi he was in 
ilanger in the buttle with all Ins right wing, 
Antipater wheeled about, and came along tlie 
bank of the river to him ; for he had beaten 
those that opposed him as he led the left wing. 
After which success he fell upon those that 
pursued Mithridates, and slew a great many 
of tiiem, and pursued the remainder so far, 
that he took their camp, while he lost no more 
than fourscore of his own men ; as Mithrida- 
tes lost, during the pursuit that was made af- 
ter him, about eight hundred. He was also 
himself saved unexpectedly, and became 
unrcproachable witness to Caesar of the grea 
I actions of Antipater. 

1 5. Whereupon C>£esar encouraged Anlija* 

I ter to undertake other hazaidous enterprizes 
i for him, and that by giving him great coin- 
! inendations and hopes of reward. In all 
i which enterprizes he readily exposed himself 
I to many dangers, and became a most coura- 
igeous warrior; and bad many wounds all 
over his body, as demonstrations of his valour. 


falling in love with the younger daughter, he- And when (’ivsar liad settled tlie affairs of 
married her, and was afterward slain by his i Egypt, and was returning into Syria again, 
father on her account; for I’tolemy himself, I he gave him the jnivilege of a Roman citizen. 


after he had slain his son, married her, whose land freedom from taxes, and rendered him 


name was Alexandra; on account of wliielr an object of admiration by the honours and 
marriage, he took the greater care of her | marks of friendship he bestowed upon him. 
brother and sister. | On this account it was tiiat he also confirmed 

3. Now, after Pompey was dead, Antipa- 1 Hyreanus in the liigh .priesthood, 
ter changed sides, and cultivated a friendship j 

with Caesar. And, since Mithridates of Per* | 

gamiis, with the forces he led against Egypt, ! 

was excluded from the avenues about JVJusi- ' CIl A1*TER X. 


um, and >vas forced to stay at Ascalon, he j 

persuaded the Arabians among whom he had i iMAKES antita’J'EH I’ROuuratoR 

lived, to assist him, and came himself to him, judea ; as does ANTii'ATEii atfoint rii.A- 
at the head of three thousand men. He al- i saklus to re governor of jehusalim, 


so encouraged the men of power in Syria to! 
come to his assistance; as also of the i nimbi- j 
tants of Libanus, Ptolemy, and Jainhlieus, | 
and another Ptolemy ; by which means the { 
cities of that country came readily into this 
war; insomuch that Alithridates ventured 
now, in dependence upon the additional 
strength that he had gotten by Antipater, to 
march forward to Pelusium ; and when they 
refused him a passage threu.':’) if, he besieged 


AND HEROD GOVERNOR OF GAI.Il.EE ; U HO, 
IN SOiME TIME, WAS CALLED TO ANSWER FOB 
HIMSELF [before THE sanhedrim], WHERE 
HE IS ACGUIITED. SEXTUS C.^EsAU IS TREA- 
CHEROUSLY KILLED RY BASSUS, AND IS SUC- 
j CEEDED BY MARCUS. 

i 

§ 1. About this time it was that Antigonus, 
the son of Aristobulus, came to Caesar, and 
became^ in a surprising manner, tiie occasion 
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of Antipater’s farther advancement; for, therein; where he partly threatened, and partly 

whereas he ought to liave lamented that his advised, every one, and told them tliat, in case 
father appeared to have been poisoned on ac- hey would submit to Hyrcanus, they would 
count of his quarrels with Pompey, and to ive happily and peaceably, and enjoy what 
have complained of Scipio’s barbarity towards ;hey possessed, and that with universal peace 
his brother, and not to mix any invidious pas- and quietness ; but that, in case they hearken- 
sion when suing for mercy ; instead of those *d to such as had some frigid hopes by rais- 
things, he came before Caesar, and accused ig new troubles, to get themselves some gain, 
Hyrcanus and Antipater, how they had driven hey should then find him to be their lord, 
him and his brethren entirely out of their iia- nstead of their procurator, and find Hyrcanus 
tive country, and had acted in a great many ;o be a tyrant, instead of a king, — and both 
instances unjustly and extravagantly with re- ,he Romans and Caesar to be their enemies. 


gard to their nation ; and that as to the assist- 
ance they had sent him into Egypt, it was not 
done out of good-will to him, but out of the 
fear they were in from former quarrels, and 
in order to gain pardon for their friendship to 
[his enemy ] Pompey. 

2. Hereupon Antipater threw away his gar- 
ments, and showed the multitude of the 
wounds he had, and said, that as to his good- 
will to Ca*sar, ho bad no occasion to say a 
word, because his body cried aloud, though 
he said nothing himself : that he wondered at 
Antigonus’s boldness, while he was liimsel 
uo other than the sou of an enemy to the Ro- 
mans, and of a fugitive, and had it by inhe- 
ritance from his father to be fond of innova- 
tions and seditions, that he should undertake 
to accuse other men before the Uouian gover- 
nor, and endeavour to gain some advantages 
to himself, when he ought to be contented that 
he was sulfered to live ; for that the reason ol 
/lis desire of governing public allairs, was noi 
so much because he was in want of it, bui 
because, if he could once obtain tlie same, lie 
might stir up a sedition among the Jews, and 
dse wl:at he should gain from the liomans. 
to the disservice of those that gave it him. 

;5. When Ca?sar heard this, he declared 
Hyrcanus to he the most worthy of the high 
priesthood, and gave leave to Antipater te 
choose what authority he pleased; but he lef 
th. detenninaiion of such dignity to him il 
beslO'vc'l the dignity upon him; so he wa: 
constituted procurator of all Judea, and ob 
tuined leave, moreover, to rebuild * Iho: 
walls of his country that had been tlirowr 
down. These honorary grants Cmsar sen 
orders to ’uive engraved in the Capitol, thai 
they might stand there as indications of li 
own justice, and of the virtue of Antipater. 

4r But as soon as Antipatei had conducted* 
Caesar out of ^yria he returned to Judea, and 
the first thing he did, was to rebuild that wal 
of his o vn rtountry [Jerusalem], which Pom- 
pey had overu.rovvn, and then to go over tin 
country, and to quiet the tumults that were 

* What is here noted by Hudson ami Spanheim, that 
this grant of leave lo u buiUl the walls of the cities ui 
Judea was made by Juliu> Caesar, not as here to Antiua- 
ter, but to Hyreanun (Antiep b. xiv, ch. viii, sect. 5), has 
hardly an appearance of a contradiction ; Antimter being 
now perhaps considered only as Hyreanus’s deputy and 
minister, although he afterwards made a cypher oi Hyr- 
cauus, and, under gtcat decency of behaviour to him. 
look the real authority to himself. 


nstead of rulers ; for that they would not suHer 
lim to be removed from the government, 
A’hom they had made their governor ; and, at 
.he same time that he said this, he settled the 
iflairs of the country by himself, because he 
saw that Hyrcanus was inactive, and not fit 
to manage the affairs of the kingdom. So he 
constituted his eldest son, Phasaelus, governor 
of Jerusalem, and of the parts about it ; he 
also sent his next son, Herod, who w'as very 
young,* with equal authority into Galilee. 

5. Now Herod was an active man, and 
soon found proper materials for his active 
spirit to work upon. As therefore he found 
that He/ekias, the head of the robbers, ran 
over tlie neighbouring parts of Syria widi a 
real band of men, he caught him and slew 
him, and many more of the robbers with him ; 
which exploit was chiefly grateful to the Sy 
rians, insomuch that hymns were sung in lie- 
rod’s commendation, both in the villages and 
in the cities, as having procured their quiet- 
ness, and having preseived wlial they possess- 
ed to them ; on whicii occasion he became 
acquainted with Sextus Oesar, a kinsman of 
the great Caesar, and president of Syria. A 
just emulation of his glorious actions excited 
Phasaelus also to imitate him. Accordingly 
he procured the good-will of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, by his own management of the 
city allairs, and did not abuse his power in 
any disagreeable manner ; whence it came to 
pass that the nation paid Anti pater the re- 
spects that were due only to a king, and the 
honours they all yielded him were equal to 
the honours due to an absolute lord ; yet did 
he not abate any part of that good-w'ill or fide 
lity which he owed to Hyrcanus, 

(i. However, he found it impossible to es- 
cape envy in such his prosperity : for the 
glory of tliese young men affected even Hyr- 
canus himself already privately, though he 
said nothing of it to any body ; but what he 
principally was grieved at was the great actions 
of Herod, and that so many messengers came 
one before another, and informed him of the 
great reputation he got in all his undertak 
ings. There were also many people in tht 
royal palace itself who lufiatned his envy at 
him ; those, 1 mean, who were obstructed in 

t Or 2.5 years of age. Sec note on Antiq. b. i, ch. xiJ, 
sect. 3 ; and on b xiv, ch. ix, stxrt. 2 ; and Of the War 
I) ii ch. xi, sect. 6 ; and Polyb. b. xvii, p. 7"^ 
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their designs by the prudence either of the 
young men, or of Antipater. These men 
said, that by committing the public affairs to 
the management of Antipator and of his sons, 
he sat down with nothing but the bare name 
of a king, without any of its authority ; and 
they asked him how long he would so far mis- 
take himself as to breed up kings against his 
own interest ; for that they did not now conceal 
their government of affairs any longer, but 
were plainly lords of the nation, and had thrust 
him out of his authority ; that this was the 
case when Herod slew so many men without 
his giving him any command to do it, either 
by word of mouth or by his letter, and this in 
contradiction to the law of the Jews ; who 
therefore, in case he be not a king, but a pri- 
vate man, still ought to come to his trial, and 
answ'er it to him, and to the laws of iiis coun- 
try, which do not permit any one to be killed 
till he had been condemned in judgment. 

7. Now Hyreanus was by degrees inflamed 
with these discourses, and at length could 
bear no longer, but summoned Herod to take 
his trial. Accordingly, by his father’s advice, 
and as soon as tiie affairs of Galilee would 
give him leave, he came up [to Jerusalem], 
when he had 6rst placed garrisons in Galilee: 
however, he came with a sufficient body of 
soldiers, so many indeed that he might not 
appear to have with him an army able to over- 
throw llyrcaniis’s government, nor yet so few 
as to expose him to the insults of those that 
envied him. However, Sextus C«sar was in 
fear for the young man, lest he should be 
t<aken by his enemies, and brought to punish- 
ment ; so he sent some to denounce expressly 
to Hyreanus, that he should acquit Herod of 
the capital charge against him; who acquitted 
him accordingly, as being otherwise inclined 
also so to do, for he loved Herod. 

8. But Herod, supy/osing that he had es- 
caped piini.sliinent without the consent of the 
king, retired to Sextus, to Damascus, and 
got every thing ready, in order not to obey 
him if he should summon him again ; where- 
upon those that were evil- disposed irritated 
Hyreanus, and told him that Herod was gone 
away in anger, and was prepared to rnakc 
w'ar upon him; and as the king believed what 
they said, he knew not what to do, since he 
saw his antagonist was stronger than he was 
himself ; and now, since Herod was made ge- 
neral of Celesyria and Samaria by Sextus 
Caisar, he was formidable, not only from the 
good-will which tlie nation bore him, but by 
the power he himself had; insomuch that 
Hyreanus fell into the utmost degree of ter- 
or, and expected he would presently march 

against him with his army. 

9. Nor was he mistaken in the conjecture 
he made j for Herod got his army together, 
out of the anger he bare him for his threaten, 
ing him with the accusation in a public court, 
and led it to Jerusalem, in order to throw 


Hyreanus down from his kingdom ; and this 
he had soon done, unless his father and bro. 
ther had gone out together and broken the 
force of his fury, and this by exhorting him 
to carry his revenge no farther than to threat- 
ening and affrighting, but to spare the king, 
under w'hom he had been advanced to such a 
degree of power ; and that he ought not to 
be so much provoked at his being tried, as to 
forget to be thankful tliat he was acquitted; 
nor so long to tiiink upon what was of a me- 
lancholy nature, as to be ungriiteful for his 
deliverance ; and if we ought to reckon that 
God is the arbitrator of success in war, an 
unjust cause is of more disadvantage than an 
army can be of advantage ; and that there- 
fore he ought not to be entirely confulcnt of 
success in a case where he is to fight against 
his king, his supporter, and one that had often 
been his benefactor, and that had never been 
severe to him any otherwise than as he had 
hearkened to evil counsellors, and this no far- 
ther than by bringing a sliadow of injustice 
upon him. So Herod was prevailed upon 
by these arguments, and supposed that what 
he had already done was sufficient fur his fu- 
ture hopes, and that he had enough shown lii« 
power to the nation. 

10. In the mean time, there was a distur- 
bance among the Homans about Apaniia, and 
a civil war occasioned by the treacherous 
slaughter of Sextus Ctesar,* by Cecilius Bas- 
siis, which he perpetrated oui of his good.will 
to Pompey ; he also took the autliority over 
Ills forces ; but, as the rest of Cassar’s com- 
manders attacked Bassus with thci» wliole 
army, in order to punish him for the murder 
of Cajsar, Anti paler also sent them assistance 
by his sons, boih on account of him that was 
murdered, and on account of that Cxsar wlio 
was still alive, both of whom were their 
friends ; and as this war grew to be of a con- 
siderable length, Marcus came out of Italy as 
successor to Sextus. 


CHAn'ER XI. 

HEROD IS MADE PROCURATOR OF ALL SYRIA ; 
MAI.ICHUS IS AFRAID OF HIM, AND TAKFS 
ANTIPATER OFF RY POISON : WHEREUPON 
THE TRIBUNES OF THE SOLDIERS ARE PRE- 
VAILED WITH TO KILL HIM. ' 

§ 1. There was at this time a mighty war 
raised among the Romans, upon the sudden 
and treacherous slaughter of Geesar by Cassius 
and Brutus, after he had held the govern- 
ment for three years and seven months, f 

• Many writers of the Roman history give an ac- 
count of this murder of Sextus C'trsar, and of the war of 
Anamia upon that occasion. They am cited in Dean 
Aldrich’s note. 

t In the Antiquities, b. xiv, ch. xi, sect 1, the uur.^- 
tion of the roiijn of -lulliu Caesar If three veers six 



THiAP.Xl. WAttS OF 

Upon this murder tliero were very great agi- 1 
tations, and the great men were mightily 
at difference one with another, and every one' 
betook himself to that party where they had 
the greatest hopes advancing themselves. 
Accordingly, Cassius came into Syria, in or- 
der to receive the forces that were at Apamia, 
where he procured a reconciliation between 
Bassus and Marcus, and the legions which 
were at difference with him : so he raised the 
siege of Apamia, and took upon him the 
command of the army, and went about ex- 
acting tribute of the cities, and demanding 
their money to such a degree as they were 
not able to bear. 

2, So he gave command that the Jews 
should bring in seven hundred talents : where- 
upon Antipatcr, out of his dread of Cassius’s 
threats, parted the raising of this sum among 
his sons, and among others of his acquaint- 
ance, and to be done immediately ; and a- 
mong them he required one Malichus, who 
was at enmity with him, to do his part also, 
which necessity forced him to do. Now He- 
rod, in the first place, mitigated the passion 
of Cassius, by bringing his share out of Ga- 
lilee, which was a hundred talents, on which 
account he was in the highest favour with 
him; and when he reproached the rest for 
being tardy, he was angry at the cities them- 
selves ; so he made slaves of Gophna and 
Einmaus, and two others of less note ; nay, 
!ic ])roceeded as if lie would kill Malichus, 
because lie had not made greater haste in ex- 
acting his tribute; but Antipatcr prevented 
the ruin of this man, and of the other cities, 
and got into Cassius’s favour by bringing i 
hundred talents immediately.* 

;3. However, when Cassius was gone, Ma- 
lichus forgot the kindness that Anti pater lun 
done him, and laid frequent plots against birr 
that had saved him, as making haste to ge’ 
him out of the way, who was an obstacle tc 
his wicked practices; but Antipatcr was s< 
much at raid of the power and cunning of th 
man, that he went beyond Jordan, in order t 
get an army to guard himself against hi: 
treacherous designs; but when Malichus wa: 
caught in his plot, he put upon Antipater’: 
sons by lii • impiuience, for lie thoroughly d 
luded Phasaelus who was the guardian ol 
Jerusalem, and Herod who was entrustei 
with the weapons of war, and this by a greai 
many excuses and oaths, and persuaded thci 

months out ’• rn three yearc . "ven months, tieginnini, 
rightly, says Dean Aldrich, from his second dictator- 
ship. It is probable the real duration might be three 
years, and between six and seven months. 

* It anneurs evidently by Josephus’s accounts botl 
here and in his Antiquities, ib. xiv, ch. xi, sect. 2), thai 
this Cassius, one of Caesar’s murderers, was a Utter op 

S ressor, and cxacter of tri’oute in Judea. Tlicse sevei 
undred talents amount to about three hundred thou- 
sand pounds sterling, and arc about half the yearly re- 
venues of king HceikI afterwards. See the note on An- 
tiq. b. xvii, ch. xi, sect. i. It also apirears that Galilee 
(hen paid no more than one hundred talents, or the sC' 
venth part of the sum to be levied in all the country 
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procure his reconciliation to his father 
Thus was he preserved again by Antipater, 
^ho dissuaded Marcus, the then president of 
.yria, from his resolution of killing Malichus, 
in account of his attempts for innovation. 

4. Upon the war between Cassius and Bru- 
us on one side, against the younger Cajsar 
Augustus) and Antony on the other, Cassius 
nd Marcus got together an army out of Sy- 
la ; and because Herod was likely to have a 
reat share in providing necessaries, they then 
lade him procurator of all Syria, and gave 
im an army of foot and horse. Cassius pro- 
nised him also, that after the war was over, 
ic would make him king' of Judea; but it 
o happened, that the power and hopes of his 
on became the cause of his perdition ; for, 

Malichus was afraid of this, he corrupted 
•ne of the king’s cup-bearei*s with money, to 
:ive a 'poisoned potion to Antipater; so he 
ecaine a sacrifice to Malichus’s wickedness, 
nd died at a feast. He was a man, in other 
espects, active in the management of affairs, 
and one that recovered the government to 
Uyreanus, and preserved it in his hands. 

5. However, Malichus, when he was sus- 
pected of poisoning Antipater, and when the 
multitude was angry with him for it, denied 
t, and made the people believe he was not 
ruilty. He also prepared to make a greater 
tigure, and raised soldiers ; for he did not 
suppose that Herod would be quiet, who in- 
deed came upon him with an army presently, 

n order to revenge his father’s death ; hut, 
upon hearing the advice of his brother Plia- 
saelus, not to punish him in an open man- 
ner, lest the multitude should fall into a se- 
ilition, he admitted of Malichus’s apology, 
and professed that he cleared him of the sus- 
picion ; he also made a pompous funeral for 
his fatlier. 

6. So Herod went to Samaria, which was 
then in a tumult, and settled the city in 
peace ; after which, at the [ Pentecost] festi- 
val, he returned to Jerusalem, having his 
armed men with him ; hereupon llyrcanus, 
at the request of Malichus, who feared his 
approach, forbade them to introduce foreign- 
ers to mix themselves with the people of tiie 
country, while they were purifying them- 
selves ; but Herod despised the pretence, 
and him that gave that command, and came 
in night. Upon which Malichus came to 
him, and bewailed Antipater ; Herod also 
made him believe [ho admitted of his lamen- 
tation as real], although he had much ado to 
restrain his passion at him ; however, he did 
himself bewail the murder of his father in his 
letters to Cassius, who, on other accounts, 
also hated Malichus. Cassius sent him word 
back that he should avenge his father’s death 
upon him, and privately gave order to the 
tribunes that were under him, that they should 
assist Herod in a righteous action he w.*is 
obouL 



BOOK r 


570 WARS OF THE JEWS. 


7. And because, upon the taking of Lao- 
dicea by Cassius, the men of power were got- 
ten together from all quarters, with presents 
and crowns in their hands, Herod allotted 
this time for the punishment of Malichus. 
When Malichus suspected that, and was at 
Tyre, he resolved to withdraw his son pri- 
vately from among the Tyrians, who was an 
hostage there, while he got ready to fly away 
into Jiidca; the despair he was in of escap- 
ing, excited him to think of greater things ; 
for he hoped that he should raise the nation 
to a revolt from the Romans, while Cassius 
was busy about the war against Antony, and 
that he should easily depose Hyreanus, and 
get the crown for himself 

8. But fate laughed at the hopes he had, 
for Herod foresaw' what he was so zealous 
about, and invited both Hyreanus and him 
to sujtpcr ; but calling one of the principal 
servants that stood by him, to him, he sent 
him out, as though itw’ereto get tilings ready 
for supper, but in reality to give notice be- 
forehand about the jdot that was laid against 
him ; accordingly they called to mind what 
orders Cassius had given them, and went out 
of the city with their swords in their hands 
upon the sea-shore, where they encompassed 
Malichus round about, and killed bitn with 
many wounds. Upon which Hyreanus was 
immediately aflTrighted, till he swooned awxiy, 
and fell down at the surprise he was in ; and 
*t Wits with difficulty that he was recovered, 
when he asked who it w'as that had killed 
Malichus. And when one of the triliuiies 
replied that it was done by the command of 
Cassius, “ Then,*’ said he, ‘‘ Cassius hath 
saved both me and my country, by cutting 
off' one that was laying plots against them 
both.” Whether he s])ake according to his 
own sentiments, or wJiether his fear was such, 
that he was obliged to commend the xiction 
by saying so, is uncertain ; hovever, by this 
inetbod Herod inflicted punishment upon 
Maliclius. 


CHAPTER XII. 

eilASAELUS IS TOO HAllD FOR l EMX ; HEllOD 
ALSO OVERCOMES ANTIGONUS IN RATTLE ; 
and the JEWS ACCUSE UOTU HEROD AND 
IHASAELUS; BUT ANTONIUS ACQUITS THEM, 
AND MAKES THEM TETKARCHS. 

§ 1. When Cassius was gone out of Syria, 
another sedition arose at Jerusalem, w’hcrein 
Felix assaulted Phasaclus with an army, that 
he might revenge the death of Malichus iq>- 
on Herod, by falling upon his tirother. Now 
Herod happened then to be with Fabius, ilie 
governor of Damascus, and as he was going 
to his brother’s assistance, he was detained 
by sickneis ; in the mean time, Phasaelus was 


by himself too hard for Felix, and reproached 
Hyreanus on account of his ingratitude, both 
for what assistance he had afforded Malichus, 
and for overlooking Malichus’s brother, when 
he possessed liiinself of the fortresses ; for he 
had gotten a great many of them already, and 
among them the strongest of them all, Ma- 
sada. 

2. How'ever, nothing could be sufficient 
for him against the force of Herod, who, as 
soon as he was recovered, took the other for- 
tresses again, and drove him out of Masada 
in the posture of a supplicxmt ; he also drove 
away Marion, the tyrant of the Tyrians, out 
of Galilee, when ho had already possessed 
himself of three fortified places; l)ut as to 
those Tyrians whom he liad caught, lie pre- 
served them all alive ; nay, some of them he 
gave presents to, and so sent them awxiy, and 
thereby procured good-will to himself from the 
city, and hatred to the tyrant. Marion had in- 
deed obtained that tyrannical power of Cassius, 
who set tyrants over all Syria;* and out of 
hatred to Herod it was that he assisted AniJ- 
gonus, the son of Aristobuliis, xnul prinei- 
pally on Fabius’s account, whom Antigonus 
luul made his assistant by money, and had 
him accordingly on his side when he made 
his descent ; but it was Ptolemy, tlie kins- 
man of Antigonus, that supplied all that he 
wanted. 

3. When Herod had fought against these 
in the avenues of Judea, he was conxjueror in 
the biittle, and drove away Antigonus, and 
returned to Jerusalem, beloved by every borly 
for the glorious action he had done ; for 
those who did not before favour him, tiid 
join themselves to him now, because of his 
marriage into the family of Hyreanus; for 
as he had formerly married a wife out of his 
own country of no ignoh/e hloorf, who wxis 
called Horis, of w hom he l>egat Antipater, sc 
did he now' marry Mariamne, the daughter vf 
Alexander the son of A; istuhuius, and ir.e 
grand-daughter of Hyreanus, }uid was be- 
come thereby a relation of the king. 

4. But wlien Cxesar and Antony had slain 
Cassius near Philippi, and Cxesar was gone 
to Italy, and Antony to Asia, amongst the 
rest of tile cities whicli sent ainbassadors to 
Antony unto Bithynia, the great men of the 
Jews came also, and accused Phasnelus and 
Hc«rod, that they kept the government by 
force, and that Ilyrcamis hall no more than 
ail honourable name. Herod appeared rexuiy 
to answer this accusation ; and, having made 
Antony liis friend by the large sums of mo- 
ney he gave him, he brought him to such a 
temper as not to hear tlie others speak against 
him ; and thus did they part at this time. 

5. However, after this :he;e cair.a a him 

• Here we see Ih.at Cassius set tynints tiver all Syria; 
80 that his assisting to destroy I'xrsar does not secui to 
have pnieceded from his true zeal for public liberty 
but from a desire to be a tyrant himself. 
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(iped of the principal men among the Jews to 
Daphne by Antioch, to Antony, who was al- 
ready in love with Cleopatra to the degree of 
slavery ; these Jews put those men that were 
the most potent, both in dignity and elo- 
quence, foremost, and accused the brethren.* 
But Mcssala opposed them, and defended the 
brethren, apd that while Hyrcarius stood by 
him, on account of his relation to them. 
When Antony had heard both sides, he asked 
Hy lean us which party was the fittest to go- 
vern ; who replied, that Herod and his party 
were the fittest. Antony was glad of that 
answer, for he had been formerly treated in 
ah hospitable and obliging manner by his fa- 
ther Antipater, when he marched into Judea 
with Gabinius ; so he constituted the breth- 
ren tetrarchs, and committed to them the go- 
verninetit of Judea. 

6'. But when the ambassadors hud indig- 
nation at this procedure, Antony took fifteen 
of them and put them into custody, whom he 
was also going to kill presently, and the rest 
he drove away with disgrace ; on which occa- 
sion a still greater tumult arose at Jerusa- 
lem ; so they sent again a thousand ambassa- 
dors to Tyre, where Antony now abode, as 
be was marching to Jerusalem ; upon these 
men who made a clamour, he sent out the 
governor of Tyre, and ordered him to punish 
all that he could catch of them, and to settle 
those in the administration whom he *had 
made tetrarchs. 

7. But before this, Herod and Hyreanus 
A'cnt out upon the sea-shore, and earnestly 
desired of these ambassadors that they would 
neither bring ruin upon themselves, nor war 
upon their native country, by their rash con- 
tentions ; ami when they grew still more out- 
rageous, Antony sent out armed men, and 
slew a great many, and wounded more of 
them : of whom those that were slain were 
buried by Hyreanus, as were the wounded 
put under the care of physicians by him; ye. 
would not •:hose that had escaped be quiet 
still, but put the affairs of the city into such 
disorder, and so provoked Antony, that he 
slew those whom he had put in bonds also. 


CHAPTER Xlll. 

TH1<: rAUTllIANS ANTIGONUS BACK INTO 

JUDEA, AND C*‘ST IlYllCANUS AND I'HASAE- 
LUS INTO I'ttlSON. THE FLIGHT Of HEROD, 
AND THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM, AND WHAT 
UYllCANUS AND PHASAEl.US SUFFERED. 

§ 1. Now two years afterward, when Barza- 
pharnes, a governor among the Parthians, 
and Pacorus, the king’s son, iiad possessed 
themselves o\ Syria, and when Lysanias had 

* Phasaelus aud Herod. 


already succeeded, tj,e death of his father 
Ptolemy, the son of Mehilbixjn the govern- 
ment [of Chaicis], he prevailea\VVh» the go- 
vernor, by a promise of a thousand talvnts, 
and five hundred women, to bring back An- 
tigonus to his kingdom, and to turn Hyrea- 
nus out of it. Pacorus was by these means 
induced so to do, and marched along the 
sea-coast, while he ordered Barzapharnes to 
fall upon the .Tews as he went along the Me- 
diterranean part of the' country ; but of the 
maritime people, the Tyrians would not re- 
ceive Pacorus, although those of Ptolemais 
and Sidon had received him; so he commit- 
ted a troop of his horse to a certain cup- 
bearer belonging to the royal family, of his 
own name [Pacorus], and gave hiin orders to 
inarch into Judea, in order to learn the state 
of affairs among their enemies, aud to help 
Antigonus when he should want his assist- 
ance. 

*2. Now, as these men were ravaging Car- 
mel, many of the Jews ran together to Anti- 
gonus, and showed themselves ready to make 
an incursion into the country ; so he sent 
them before into that place called Drymiis 
[the woodland ],f to seize upon the place; 
whereupon a battle was fought between them; 
and they drove the enemy away, and pur- 
sued them, and ran after them as far as Je- 
rusalem, and as their numbers increased, they 
proceeded as far as the king’s palace ; but as 
Hyreanus and Phasaelus received them with 
a strong body of men, there happened a bat- 
tle in the market-place, in which Herod’s 
party beat the enemy, and shut them up in 
the temple, and set sixty men in the houses 
adjoining as a guard on them. But the peo- 
ple that were tumultuous against the breth 
reii came in and burnt those men ; while lie- 
rod, in his rage for killing them, attacked 
and slew many of the people, till one party 
nade incursions on the other by turns, day 
by day, in the way of ambushes ; and slaugli- 
ters were made continually among them. 

3. Now, when that festival which wo call 
Pentecost was at hand, all the places about 
the temple, aud the whole city was full of a 
multitude of people that were come out of the 
country, and who were the greatest part of 
them armed also, at whicli time Phasaelus 
guarded the wail, and Herod, with a few, 
guarded the royal palace ; and when he made 
an assault upon his enemies, as they were out 
of their ranks, on the north quarter of the 
city, he slew a very great number of them, 
and put them all to flight ; and some of them 
he shut up within the city, and others within 
the outward rampart. In the mean time An- 
tigonus desired tliat Pacorus might be admit- 

T Thu large and noted wood, or woodland, bclongnig 
to Carmel, called by the Septuagint, ii inenlion. 

eil in the Old Testament, 2 Kings xix. 23 ; and Isa 
xxxvii, 24; and Strabo, b. xvi, p. 758; as l)otlr Aldrich 
and Spanheim hero remark very pcrtiucotiv* 
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ted to b« a reconcll- «"<* 

Pliasaelus ' ^ ttpon to admit the 

Parthian iixo the city with live hundred horse, 
and to treat him in an hospitable manner, 
who pretended that he came to quell the tu- 
mult, but in reality he came tp assist Anti- 
gonus ; however, he laid a plot for Phasae- 
lus, and persuaded him to go as an amba&sa- 
do> to Bar 2 apharnes, in ortler to put an end 
to tbe war, although Herod was very earnest 
with him to the contiuiry, and exhorted him 
to kill the plotter, but not expose himself to 
the snares he had laid for him, because the 
barbarians are naturally perfidious. How- 
ever, Pacorus went out and took Hyreanus 
with him, that he might be the less suspected; 
he also • l^t some of the horsemen, called the 
Freemen, with Herod, and conducted Phasa- 
elus with the rest. 

4. But now, when they were come to Ga- 
lilee, they found that the people of that coun- 
try had revolted, and were in arms, who came 
very cunningly to their leader, and besought 
him to conceal his treacherous intentions by 
an obliging behaviour to them ; accordingly, 
he at first made them presents, and afterward, 
as they went away, laid ambushes for them ; 
and, when they wore come to one of the mari- 
time cities called Eedippon, they perceived 
that a plot was laid for them ; for they were 
there informed of the promise of a thousand 
talents, and how Antigonus had devoted the 
greatest number of the women that were there 
wtlh them, among the five hundred, to the 
Parthians ; they also perceived that an am- 
bush was aiw'ays laid for them by the barba- 
rians in the night-time; they had also been 
seized on before this, unless they had waited 
for the seizure of Herod first at Jerusalem, 
because, if he were once informed of this 
treachery of theirs, he would take care of 
himself; nor was this a mere report, for! 
they saw the guards already not far od' them. 

5. Nor would Phasaelus think of forsaking 
Hyreanus and Hying away, although Ophel- 
lius earnestly persuaded him to it; for this 
man had learned the whole scheme of the plot 
from Saramalla, the richest of all the Syrians. 
But Phasaelus went up to the Parthian go- 
vernor, and reproached him to his face for 
laying this treacherous plot against them, and 
cbieHy because he had done it for money ; 
and he promised him, that he would give him 
more money for their preservation, than An- 
tigonus had promised to give for the king- 
dom. But the sly Parthian endeavoured to 
remove all his suspicion by apologies and by 
oaths, and then went to [the other] Pacorus; 
immediately after which those Parthians who 
were left, and had it in charge, seized upon 

• These accounts, Iwtb hero and Antiq. b. xlv, ch. 
aiii, sect 5, that the Parthians fought chiefly on horse- 
back, and that bnly some few of thsir soldiers were free- 
men, perflBctiy agree with Trogus Pompeius, in Jus- 
tin, b. all, S, as Dean Aldri^ well observes this 


Phasaelus and Hyreanus, who could do no 
more than curse their perfidiousness and their 
perjury. 

6. In the mean time the ciip»-bearcr was 
sent [back], and laid a plot how to seize upon 
Herc^, by deluding him, and getting him out 
of the city, as he was commanded to do. 
But Herod suspected the barbarians from the 
beginning ; and having then received intelli. 
gence that a messenger, who was to bring 
him the letters that informed him of the 
treachery intended, had fallen among the ene- 
my, he w'ould not go out of the city ; though 
Pacorus said, very positively, that he ougW 
to go out, and meet the messengers that 
brought the letters, for that the enemy had not 
taken them, and that the contents of them were 
not accounts of any plots upon them, but of 
what Phasaelus had done; yet had he heard 
from others that his brother was stM'zed ; and 
Alexandra, f the shrewdest woman in the 
world, Hyreanus’s daughter, begged of him 
that he would not go out, nor trust himself 
to those barbarians, who now were come to 
make an attempt upon him openly. 

7. Now, as Pacorus and his friends were 
considering how they might bring their plot 
to bear privately, because it was not possible 
to circumvent a man of so great prudence by 
openly attacking him, Herod prevented them, 
and went off with the persons that were the 
most nearly related to him by night, and this 
without their enemies being apprised of it. 
But, as soon as the Parthians perceived it, 
they pursued after them ; and, as he gave or- 
ders for his mother, and sister, and the young 
woman who was betrothed to him, with lier 
mother, and his youngest brother, to make 
the best of their way, he himself, with liis 
servants, took all the care they could to keep 
off the barbarians ; and when, at every assault, 
he had slain a great many of them, he came 
to the strong-hold of Masada. 

8. Nay, he found by experience that the 
Jews fell more heavily upon him than did 
the Parthians, and created him troubles per- 
petually, and this ever since he was gotten 
sixty furlongs from the city ; these sometimes 
brought it to a sort of a regular battle. Now, 
in the place w here Herod beat them, and kill- 
ed a great number of them, there he afterward 
built a citadel, in memory of the great actions 
he did there, and adorned it with the most 
costly palaces, and erected very strong forti- 
fications, and called it, from his own name, 
Herodium. Now, as they were in their flight, 
many joined themselves to him every day ; 
and at a place called ^fhressa of Idumea, his 
brother Joseph mot him, and advised him to 
ease himself of a great number of his follow- 
ers; because Alasada would not contain so 
great a multitude, which were above nine 
thousand. Herod complied with this advice, 


t Mariamne here, in the oopiec* 
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and sent away the most cumbersome part of 
his retinue, that they might go into Idumea, i 
and gave them provisions for their journey ; 
but he got safe to the fortress with his nearest 
relations, and retained with him only the 
stoutest of his followers; and there it was 
that he left eight hundred of his men as a 
guard for the women, and provisions suflicicnt 
for a siege ; but he made haste himself to 
Petra of Arabia, 

9. As for the Parthians in Jerusalem, they 
betook themselves to plundering, and fell upon 
the houses of those that were fled, and upon 


CHAPTER XIV. 

WHKN HEROD IS REJECTED IN ARABIA, HE 
MAKES HASTE TO ROME, WHERE ANTONY 
AND C^SAR JOIN THEIR INTEREST TO MAKE 
HIM KING OF THE JEWS. 

§ 1. Now Herod did the more zealously pur- 
sue his journey into Arabia, as making haste 
to got money of the king, while his brother 
was yet .alive ; by which money alone it was 
the king’s palace, and spared nothing but that he hoped to prevail upon the covetous 
Hyreanus’s money, which was not above three temper of the barbarians, to spare Phasaelus ; 
hundred talents. They lighted on other men’s for lie reasoned thus with himself ; — Tliat if 
money also, but not so much as they hoped : the Arabian king was too forgetful of his 
for; for Herod, having a long while had a father’s friendship with him, and ivas too 
suspicion of the pcrfidiousiiess of the barbari- covetous to make him a free gift, he w'ould 
ans, had taken care to have what was most however borrow of him as much as might re- 
splendid among his treasures conveyed into deem his brother, and put into his hands, as a 
Idumea, as every one belonging to him had pledge, the son of him that was to be redeem- 
in like manner done also. But the Parthians cd. Accordingly he led his brother’s son 
proceeded to that degree of injustice, as to along with him, who was of the age of seven 
fill all the country willi war without denounc- years. Now he was ready to give three hail- 
ing it, and to demolish the city Marissa, and dred talents for his brother, and intended to 
not only to set up Antigoniis for king, but to desire the intercession of the Tyrians, to get 
deliver Phasaelus and Hyreanus bound into tlunn accepted ; however, fate had been too 
his hands, in order to their being tormented quick for his diligence ; and since Phasaelus 
by him. Antigonus himself also bit olF llyr- was di ad, Herod’s brotherly love was now' in 
iianus’s ears with his own teeth, as he fell vain. Moreover, he was notable to find any 
down upon his knees to him, that so he might lasting friendship among the Arabians; for 
never be able, upon any mutation of affaiis, their king, Malichus sent to him immediately, 
to take the high-priesthood again; for the and commanded him to return back out oi 
high-priests that cflicialed were to be complete, his country, and used the name of the Par- 
and w'ithout blemish. tliians as a pretence for so doing, as though 

10. However, he failed in his ])iirpose of these had denounced to him by their ainbas- 
abusing Phasaelus, by reason of his cour.agc, ! sailors to cast Herod out of Arabia; while in 
for though he neither had the command of his j reality they had a mind to keep hack what 
sword nor of his hands, he prevented all abuses j they owed to Antipater, and not be obliged 
by dashing his head against a stone ; so he de- i to make requital to his sons ^or the free gifts 
mon trated himself to be Herod’s own brother, | the father had made them. He also took the 
id Hyreanus a most degenerate rel.ition, and j imprudent advice of those who, equally with 
died with great bravery, and made flic end “ himself, were willing to dciirive Herod of 
his life agreeable to the actions of it. 'J’herc what Anh’pater had deposited among them ; 


is also another report about his end, viz. that 
he recovered of that stroke, and that a sur- 
geon, who was sent by Antigonus to lieal 
him, filletl l:ie w’ound with poisonous ingre- 1 


and these men were the most potent of all 
whom he had in his kingdom. 

2. So when Herod had found that the Ara- 
biaiisw’cre his enemies, and this for those very 


dients, and so ki’led him. Wliichsoever ofjrc.isons whence he hojied they would have 
these deaths he came to, the beginning of it been the most friendly, and had given them 
was glorious. It is also reported, that before ! such an answer as his passion suggested, lie 
he expired, he w^ informed by a certain poor ’ returned back and went for Egypt. Now he 
woman how' Herod had escaped out of their j lodged the first evening at one of the temples 
hands, and tha. he said thereupon, “I now’! of country, in order to meet with those 

die with comfort, since I leave behind me one : whom he left behind ; but on the next day word 
alive that will avenge me of mine enemies,’* j was brought him, as he was going to Rhino- 
1 1. This was the death of Phasaelus ; but j ciirura, that his brothorw’as dead, and how' he 
tlie Parthians, although they had failed of the came by his death ; and when he had lament- 
women they chiefly desired, yet did they put cd him as much as his present circumstances 
tlie government of Jerusalem into the hands could bear, he soon laiil aside such cares, and 
of Antigonus, and took away Hyreanus, and proceeded on his journey. But uow’, aller 
bound him, and carried him to Parthia. some time, the king of Arabia rejientcd of 

what he had done, and sent presently away 
messengers to call him hack : Herod had pre^ 
2 0 
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vented them, and was come to Pelusiutn, 
where he could not obtain a passage t'rom 
those that lay with the fleet, so he besought 
their captains to let him go by them ; accord- 
iiigly, out of the reverence they bore to the 
fame and dignity of the man, they conducted 
him to Alexandria; and when he came into 
the city, he was received by Cleopatra with 
great splendour, — who hoped he might be 
persuaded to be commander of her forces in 
the expedition she was now about. But he 
rejected the queen’s solicitations, and being 
neither affrighted at the height of that storm 
which then happened, nor at the tumults that 
were now in Italy, he sailed for Rome. 

3. But as he was in peril about I’amphy- 
iia, and obliged to cast out the greatest part 
of the ship’s lading, he, with difficulty, got 
safe to Rhodes, a jdace which had been griev- 
ously harassed in the war w'ith Cassius. He 
was there received by bis friends, Ptolemy 
and Sappinius; and, although he was then in 
want of money, he fitted up a three-decked , 
ship of very great magnitude, wherein he and] 
his friends sailed to Brundusium,* and went 
to Rome with all speed ; where he first of all 
went to Antony, on account of the friendship 
his Aulier had with Idm, and laid before biin 
the calamities of hunself and bis lamily; 
and that he had left his nearest relations be- 
sieged in a fortress, and had sailed to him 
through a storm, to make supplication to him 
for assistance. 

4. Hereupon Antony was moved to com- 
passion at the change that had been made in 
Herod’s afiairs, and this both upon his calling 
to mind how hospitably he had been treated 
by Antipater, but more especially on account 
of Herod’s ow'n virtue; so he then resolved 
to get him made king of the Jew’s, whom he 
liad himself formerly made tctrarch. 'fhe 
contest also that he had with Aiitigonus was 
another inducement, and that of no less weight 
than the great regard he had for Herod; for 
he looked upon Antigonus as a seditious per- 
son, and an enemy of the Romans ; and a; 
for Cttsar, Herod found him better prepared 
than Antony, as remembering very fresh the 
wars he had gone through together w-ith his 
father, the hospitable treatment be liad met 
with from him, and the entire good-will li< 
had shown to him ; besides the activity which 
he saw in Herod himself. So he called the 
senate together, w'herein Messalas, and after 
him Atratinus, produced Herod Ijefore them, 
and gave a full account of the merits of hi: 
father, and his own good- will to the Romans. 
At the same time they demonstrated that An- 
tigonus was their enemy, not only because he 
soon quarrelled with them, but because be 
now overlooked the Romans, ; nd took the 
government by the means of the Parthians. 

* This Brentesium or Brundusiutn has coins stii; 

g reservcfd, on which Is written BPENAH210X2N. ai 
panneim iiifotios us- 


These reasons greatly moved the senate; at 
which juncture Antony came in, and told 
them that it was for their advantage in the 
Parthian war that Herod should be king; so 
they all gave their votes for it. And when 
the senate w’as separated, Antony and Ceesar 
went out, with Herod between them; while 
the consul and the rest of the magistrates 
went before them,. in order to offer sacrifices, 
and to lay the decree in tiie Capitol. Antony 
also made a feast for Herod on the first day 
f his reign. 


CHAPTER XV. 

ANTIGONUS BESIEGES THOSE THAT WERE IN 
MASADA, W HOM HEROD FREES FROM CON- 
FINEMENT W'HEN HE CAME BACK FROM 
ROME, AND PRESENTLY MARCHES TO JERU- 
SALEM, WHERE HE FINDS SILO CORRUITED 
BY BRIBES. 

1. Now during this time, Antigonus be- 
sieged those that were in Masada, who had all 
other necessaries in sufficient quantity, but 
were in want of water ; on which account 
Joseph, Herod’s brother, was disposed to run 
away to the Arabians, with two hundred of 
iiis ow’n friends, because he hatl heard that 
Malichus repented of his offences with regard 
to Herod ; and he had been so quick as to 
have been gone out of the fortress already, 
unless, on that very night w hen he w as going 
aw'ay, tliere had fallen a great deal of rain, 
insomuch that his reservoirs were full of wa- 
ter, and so he was under no necessity of run- 
ning aw’ay. After which, therefore, they 
made an irruption upon Anligunus’s party, 
and slew a great many of them, some in open 
battles, and some in private ambush ; nor had 
they always success in their attempts, for 
sometimes they were beaten, and ran away. 

2. In the mean time Ventidius, tlie Roman 
general, was sent out of Syria, to restrain the 
incursions of the Parthians; and after he had 
done that, he came into Judea, in pretenee 
indeed to assist Joseph ami his party, but in 
reality to get money of Antigonus; and when 
he had pitched his camp very near to Jerusa- 
lem, as soon as he had got money enough, he 
w’ent away w ith the greatestqtart of his forces; 
yet still did he leave Silo with some part of 
them, lest if he had taken them ail away, his 
taking of bribes might have been too openly 
discovered. Now Antigonus hoped that the 
Parthians would come again to his assistanee, 
and therefore cultivated a good understanding 
with Silo in the mean time, lest any interrup- 
tion should be given to bis hopes. 

3. Now by this time Herod bad sailed out 
of Italy, and was come to Ptolemals ; and as 
soon as he bad gotten together no small arn.y 
of foreigners, and of bis own counlrynien, be 



CHAP. XV. 


WARS OF THE JEWS. 575 

marched through Galilee against Antigonus, were for Antigonus made a contrary clamour, 
wherein he was assisted by Ventidius and Si- and did neither permit any body to hear that 
lo, both whom Dellius,’* a person sent by proclamation, nor to change tlieir parly ; so 
Antony, persuaded to bring Herod [into his Antigonus gave order to his forces to beat 
kingdom]. Now Ventidius was at this time the enemy from the walls : accordingly, they 
among the cities, and composing the distur- soon threw their darts at them from the towers, 
bances which had happened by means of the and put them to flight. 

Parthians, as was Silo in Judea corrupted by 6. And here it was that Silo discovered he 
the bribes that Antigonus had given him ; yet had taken bribes ; for he set many of the sol- 
was no*; Herod himself destitute of power, diers to clamour about their want of necessa- 
but the number of his forces increased every rics, and to require their pay, in order to buy 
tlay as he went along, and all Galilee, with themselves food, and to demand that he would 
few exceptions, joined themselves to him. lead them into places convenient for their 
So he proposed to himself to set about his winter quarters ; because all the parts about 
most necessary enterprise, and that was Mas- the city were laid waste by the means of An- 
ada, in order to deliver his relations from the tigonus’s army, which had taken all things 
siege they endured. But stilljoppa stood in away. By this he moved the army, and at- 
his way, and hindered his going thither* for j tempted to get them off the siege; but lic- 
it was necessary to take that city ttrst, which j rod went to the captains that were under Si- 
was in the enemies’ hands, that when he ■ lo, and to a great many of the sohliers, and 
should go to Jerusalem, no forlre;.s might be | begged of them not to leave him, who was 
left in the enemies’ power behind him. Silo j sent thither by Caj'.ar and Antony, and the 
also willingly joined him, as having now a 'senate; for that he would take care to have 
plausible occasion ol drawing all his forces their wants supplied that very day. Afte 
[ from Jerusalem] ; and when the Jews pur- j the making of which entreaty, he went harstily 
sued him, and pressed upon him [in his re- 1 into the country, and brought thitlier so great 
treat], Herod made an excursion upon them ! an abundance of necessaries, that he cut ofi‘ 
with a small body of his men, and soon put 'all Silo’s pretences; and, in order to provide 
them to flight, and saved Silo when lie was in that for the following days they should not 
distress. want supplies, he sent to the people that were 

■4. After this, Herod took Jopim, and tin a ' about Samaria ^whicli city bad joined itself 
niatle haste to Masada lo free liis relatioi .. j to him) to bring corn, wine, and oil, and 
Now, as he was marching, many came in to cattle to Jericho. When Antigonus heard of 
him; some induced by their friendship to his this, he sent some of his party with orders to 
father, some by the reputation he had already hinder, and lay ambushes for these collectors 
gained himself, and some, in order to repay ' of corn. This command was obeyed, and a 
the benefits they had received from them both ; ■ great multitude of arineil men were gatliered 
but still vk hat engaged the greatest mimber . together about Jericho, and lay upon the 
on his side, was tlio hop<?s from him, when he mountains, to watch those tiiat brought the 
sliould be eslablislied i.’i his kingdom; so that j provisions. Yet was Beioilnot idle, but took 
lie had gotten together already an army hard . with liiin ten cohorts, live of them were lio- 
to bo conqucreii. But Antigonus laid an mans, and live were Jewish cohorts, together 
ambush for him as he inarched out, iu which 1 with some mercenary troops intermixed a- 
he did little or no harm to his enemies. How- . moug them, and besides those a few liorsc- 
cver, he easily reeovereu his relations again and came tojeiicho; ami wlien he came 

that were in Masada, as well as the fortress he found the city deserted, hnt that tJiere 
llessa, and then marched to Jerusalem, : were tive huiuireil men, wiili their wives and 
where the ;;ol tiers that were w'ilh Silo joined children, who hail taken possession of the 
ttiemselves to nis own, as did many out of ^ tops of the mountains; tlie'>e he took, and 
the city, from a dread of his power. I dismissed them, while llie Romans fell upon 

5. Now, when he had pitched his camp on ! the rest of the city, and plundered it, having 
the west side ot the city, the guards who j found the houses full of all sorts of good 
were there shot their arrows and threw their ! things. So the king left a garrison at Jo- 
darts at them, wltile oiljers ran out in com- | licho, and came back, and sent the Roman 
panics, and att. ked those in the fore-truiit; army into those cities which were come over 
but Herod commanded jiroclamation to be; to him, to lake their winter tjuarters there, 
made at the wall, that lie was come for the I viz. into Judea [or Idumea], and Galilee, and 
good of the people and the preservation of Samaria. Antigonus also, by bribes, obtain- 
the city, without any design to be revenged j cd of Silo to lei a part of his army be received 
on his open enemies, but to grant oblivion to jat Lydda, as a compliment to Antonius 
them, though they liad been tne most obsti- | 
nate against him. Now the soldiers that 

» This Dellius Is famous, or rather infamous, in ihe 
ftistory of Mark Antony, as Spanheiin and AUirieh here 
note, from the coins from iMuiardi and Din. 
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them as he followed themi and destroyed a 
great part of them, till those that remained 
CHAPTER XVI. w'ere scattered beyond the river [Jordan] ; and 

Galilee was freed from the terrors they had 
HEROD TAKES SEPPHORIS, AND SUBDUES THE been under, excepting from those that remain - 
ROBBERS THAT WERE IN THE CAVES ! HE ed, and lay concealcd in caves, which ryquir- 
AFTER THAT AVENGES HIMSELF UPON MA- ed longer time ere they could be conquered. 
CHERAS. AS UPON AN ENEMY OF ilis. AND In order to which. Herod, in the first olace 


GOES TO ANTONY, AS HE WAS BESIEGING SA- 
MOSATA. 

§ 1. So the Romans lived in plenty of all 
things, and rested from war. However, He- 
rod did not lie at rest, but seized upon Idu- 
mea, and kept it, with two thousand foot- 
men, and four hundred horsemen; and this 
he did by sending his brother Joseph thither, 
that no innovation might be made by Antigo- 
nus. He also removed his mother, and all his 
relations, w'ho had been in Masada, to Sama- 
ria ; and when he had settled them securely, 
he marched to take the remaining parts of 
Galilee, and to drive away the garrisons placed 
there by Antigonus. 

2. But when Herod had reached Seppho- 
ris,* in a very great snow, he took the city 
without any difficulty, the guards that should 
have kept it flying away before it was assault- 
ed ; where he gave an opportunity to bis fol- 
lowers that had been in distress to refresh 
themselves, there being in that city a great a- 
bundance of necessaries. After which he 
hasted away to the robbers that were in the 
caves, who overran a great part of the coun- 
try, and did as great mischief to its inhabitants 
as a war itself could have done. Accordingly, 
he sent beforehand three cohorts of footmen, 
and one troop of horsemen, to the village Ar- 
bela, and came himself forty days after wardsf 
w’itli the rest of his forces. Yet were not the 
enemy afifrighted at his assault, but met him 
in arms; for their skill was that of warriors, 
but their boldness was the boldness of robbers: 
when, therefore, it came to a pitched battle, 
they put to flight Herod’s left wing with their 
right one : but Herod, wheeling about on the 
sudden from his own right wing, came to their 
assistance, and both made his own left wing 
return back from its flight, and fell upon the 
pursuers, and cooled their courage, till (hey 
could not bear the attempts that were made 
directly upon them, and so turned hack and 
ran away. 

3. But Herod followed them, and slew 

♦ This Sopphoris, the metropolis of Galilee, so often 
mentioned by Josephus, has coins still remaining, 2EII- 
4>npHNnN, as Spanheim here informs us. 

f This way of speaking, ** after forty days,” is inter 

S reted by Josephus himself, ** on the fourtieth day i 
ntiq. b. xiv, ch. xv, sect. i. In like manner, when 
Josephus savs, ch. xxxi«i, sect. 8, that Herod lived ! 
“ after” he had ordered Antipalcr to be slain “ five i 
days;” this is by him^df interpreted, Aiitiq. b. xvii, ch. ■ 
viii, sect. I, that he died on the fifth day afterward.” j 
So also what is in this book, chaw, xiii, sect. 1, af- 
ter two years,” is, Antio. b. xiv, ch. xln, sect. 3, “ on 
the second year;'* and Dean Aldrich here notes, that 
this way of speaking is familiar to Josephus. 


distributed the fruits of their former labours 
to the soldiers, and gave every one of them a 
hundred and fifty drachmte of silver, and a 
great deal more to their coinm.'mders. and 
sent them into their winter quarters. He 
also sent to his youngest brother Pheroros, to 
take care of a good market for them, where 
they might buy themselves provisions, ard to 
build a wall about Alexandrium ; who took 
care of both those injunctions accordingly. 

4. In the mean time Antony abode at A- 
thens, while Ventidius called for Silo niitl 
Herod to come to tlie war against the Far- 
thians, but ordered them first to settle the af- 
fairs of .Judea; so Herod willingly dismissed 
Silo to go to Ventidius; but he made an ex- 
pedition Jiimself against those th.at lay in the 
caves. Now these caves were in the preci- 
pices of craggy mountains, and could not bo 
come at from any side, since they had only 
winding path-ways, very narrow, by 
which they got up to them ; but the rock that 
lay on their front had beneath it valleys of a 
vast depth, and of an almost perpendicular 
declivity; insomuch that the kingw-as doubt, 
fill for a long time what to do, by reason of 
a kind of impossibility there was of attacking 
the place. Yet did he at length make use of 
a contrivance that was subject to the utmost 
hazard ; for he let down the most hardy of 
his men in chests, and set them at the mouths 
of the dens. Now these men slew the rob- 
bers and their families, and when they made 
resistance, they sent in fire ujion them, [and 
burnt them] ; and as Herod was desirous of 
saving some of tliem, lie had proclamation 
made, that they should come and deliver 
themselves up to him ; but not one of tlicin 
came willingly to him ; and of those that 
were compelled to come, many preferred 
death to captivity. And here a certain old 
man, the fatherof seven children, whose chil- 
dren, together with their mother, desired him 
to give them leave to go out, upon tlie assur- 
ance and right hand that was oficred them, 
islew them after the following manner : — He 
I ordered every one of them to go out, w hile 
he stood himself at the cave’s mouth, and 
slew that son of his perpetually who went 
out. Herod was near enough to sec this 
sight, and his bowels of compassion were 
moved at it, and he stretched out his right 
hand to the old man, and besought him to 
spare his children ; yet did not he relent at 
all u]}on what he said, but over and above re- 
proached Herod on the lowness of his descent, 
and slew his wife as well as his children , and 
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when he had tiirown their dead bodies down 
the precipice, he at last threw himself down 
after them. 

5. By this means Herod subdued these 
caves, and tiie robbers that were in them. He 
then left there a part of his army, as many as 
he thought sufficient to prevent any sedition, 
and made Ptolemy their general, and return- 
ed to Samaria : he led also with liim three 
thousand armed footmen, and six liundred 
horsemen, against Antigonus. Now here 
those tliat used to raise tumults in Galilee, 
having liberty so to do upon his departure, 
fell unexpectedly upon Ptolemy, the general 
of his forces, and slew him : they also laid the 
country waste, and then retired to the l>ogs, 
and to places not easily to be found ; but 
when Herod was informed of this insurrection, 
he came to tlie assistance of the country im- 
mediately, and destroyed a great number of 
the seditious, and raised the sieges of all those 
fortresses tliey had besieged ; he also exacted 
the tribute of a hundred talents of his enemies, 
as a penalty for tlic mutations they had made 
in tl>c country. 

6. By this time (the Parthians being already 

driven out of the country, and Pacorus slainj 
Ventidius, by Antony’s command, sent 
thousand horsemen, atul two legions, as auxi- 
liaries to IJcrod, against Antigonus. Now 
Antigonus besought Macheras, who was their 
general, by letter, to come to liis assistance, 
and made a great many mournful complaints i 
about Herod’s violence, and about the injuries ! 
he did to the kingdom ; and proinise<l to give 
him money for sucli his assistance : but he 
complied not with his invitation to betray his! 
trust, for he did not contemn him that sent ! 
him, especially while llcrod gave him more 
money [than the other oflbred]. So he pre- 
tended friendship to Antigonus, but came as 
a spv to discover i)is affairs, although he did 
not herein comply Herod, who dissuaded 
him from so doing ; but Antigonus perceived 
what his intentions were beforehand, and ex- 
cluded him out of the city, and defended him- 
self against him as against an enemy, from 
the walls ; 1 Macheras was ashamed of what 

he had done, and retired to Emmaus to He- 
rod ; and, as he was in a rage at liis disap- 
pointment, he slew all the Jews whom he met 
with, without sparing those that were for He- 
rod, but using^lK'in all as if they were for 
Antigonu. 

7. Hereupon Herod was very angry at him, 
and was going to fight against Macheras as 
his enemy; but he restrained his indignation, 
and marched to Antony to accuse Macheras of 
nial-administration ; but Maclieras was made 
sensible of bis olfences, and followed after the 
king immediately, and earnestly begged and 
obtained that he would be reconciled to him. 
However, Herod did not desist from his reso- 
lution of going lo Antony; but when he 
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heard that he was besieging Samosata * with 
a great army, which is a strong city near to 
Euphrates, he made the greater haste ; as ob- 
serving that this was a proper opportunity for 
showing at once his courage, and for doing 
what would greatly oblige Antony. Indeed, 
when he came, he soon made an end of that 
siege, and slew a great number of the bar> 
barians, and took from them a large prey ; 
insomuch that Antony, who admired his cou- 
rage formerly, did now admire it still more. 
Accordingly he heaped many more honours 
upon him, and gave him more assured hopes 
that he should gain his kingdom : and now 
king Antiochus was forced to deliver up 
Samosata. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

THE DEATH OF JOSEPH [hEIIOD’S BROTHER], 
WHICH HAD BEEN SIGNIFIED TO HEROD IN 
DREAMS. HOW HEROD WAS PRESERVED 
TWICE, AriEll A WONDERFUL MANNER. 
HE CUTS OFF THE HEAD OF PAPPUS, WHO 
WAS THE MURDERER OF HIS BROTHER, AND 
SENDS THAT HEAD TO [HIS OTHER BRO- 
THER) PHERORAS. AND IN NO LONG TIME 
HE BESIEGES JERUSALEM, AND MARRIES 
MARIAMNE. 

§ 1. In the mean time Herod’s affairs in 
Judea were in an ill state. He had left his 
brother Joseph with full power, but had 
charged him to make no attempts against 
Antigonus till his return ; for that Macheras 
would not be such an assistant as he could 
depend on, as it appeared by what he had done 
already ; but as soon as Joseph heard that his 
brother was at a very great distance, he ne- 
glected the charge he had received, and march 
cd towards Jericho with five cohorts, which 
Macheras sent with him. This movemenf 
was intended for seizing on the corn, as it was 
now in the midst of summer ; but when his 
enemies attacked him in the mountains, and 
in places which were difficult to pass, he was 
both killed himself, as he was very bravely 
fighting in the battle, and the entire Roman 
cohorts were destroyed ; for these cohorts 
were new-raised men, gatliered out of Syria, 
and there was no mixture of those called ve- 
teran soldiers among them, who might have 
supported those that were unskilful in war. 

2. This victory was not sufficient for An- 
tigoiuis ; but he proceeded to that degree of 
rage, as to treat the dead body of Joseph bar- 
barously ; for when lie had gotten possession 
of the bodies of those that were slain, he cut 

• 1'his Saraojiata. the metro|H>lis of Commagena, la 
well known from Its coins, as Spanheim here assures ir 
Dean Aldrich also confirms what Josephus here notM, 
that Herod was a great means of taking the dlv bv As 
tony, and that from PluCirth ami Djo- 
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off his head, although liis brother Pheroras 
would have given fifty talents as a price of 
redemption for it. And now the affairs of 
Galilee were put into such disorder after this 
victory of Antigonus, that those of Antigo- 
nus’s party brought the principal men that 
were on Herod’s side to the lake, and there 
drowned them. There was a great change 
made also in Jdiimeii, where Macheras was 
building a wall about one of the fortresses, 
that was called Gittha. But Herod had not 
yet been informed of tliese things; for after 
the taking of Sainosata, and when Antony 
had set Sosius over the affairs of Syria, and 
given him orilers to assist Herod against An- 
tigonus, lie departed into EgyjJt. But Sosiiis 
sent two legions before him into Judea, to 
assist Herod, and followed himself soon after 
witli the rest of his army. 

8. Now when Herod was at Daphne, by 
Antioch, be bad some dreams which clearly 
foreboded his brother’s death ; and as he leap- 
eil out of bis bed in a disturbed manner, there 
came messengers that acquainted him with that 
calamity. So when lie had lamented this mis- 
fortune for a while, he put off the main part 
of his mourning, and made haste to march 
against his enemies; and when he had per- 
formed a march that was above his strength, 
and was gone as far as Libanus, lie got eight 
nuiulred men of those that lived near to that 
mountain, as his assistants, and joined with 
them one Roman legion, with which, before 
it was day, he made an irruption into Gali- 
lee, and met his enemies, and drove them 
back to the jilace which they had left. He 
also made an immediate and continued attack 
upon the fortress. Yet was he forced, by a 
most terrible storm, to pitch his camp in the 
neighbouring village before be could take it. 
But when, after a few days’ time the secoiul 
legion, that came from Antony, joined them- 
selves to him, the enemy were alfriglited at 
his power, and left their fortifications in the 
night-time. 

4. After this he marched through Jericho, 
as making what lias.e ho could to be avenged 
on his brother’s murderers; where happened 
to him a providential sign, out of which when 
he had unexpectedly escaped, he had the re- 
putation of being very dear to God ; fur that 
evening there feasted ivith him many of the 
principal men : and after that feast was over, 
and all the guests were gone out, the house fell 
down immediately. And as lie judged this 
to be u common signal of what dangers he 
should undergo, and how he should escape 
them in the war that he was going about, he 
in the morning set forward witli his army, 
when about six thousand of his enemies came . 
running down from the mounvaii s, and be- 
gan to fight with those in his fore-front; yet 
durst they not be so very bold as to engage 
the Romans hand to hand, but threw stones 
and darts at them at a distance, by which 


means they w'ounded a cousiderable number* 
in w'hich action Herod’s own side w’as w'ound- 
ed with a dart. 

5. Now as Antigonus had a mind to ap- 
pear to exceed Herod not only in the courage, 
but in the number of his men, he sent Pappus, 
one of his companions, with an army against 
Samaria, whose fortune it was to oppose Ma- 
clieras. But Herod overran the enemies* 
country, and demolished five little cities, and 
destroyed two thousand men that were in 
them, arul burned their houses, and then re- 
turned to his camp ; but liis head-quarters 
were at the village called Cana. 

6. Now u great multitude of Jews resorted 
to him every day, both out of Jericho and the 
other parts of the couiilry. Some were mov- 
cd so to do out of their hatred to Antigonus, 
and some out of regard to the glorious actions 
Herod had rlone ; but others were led on by 
an unreasonable desire of change ; so he fell 
upon them immediately. As for Pappus and 
his party, they were not terrified either at their 
number or at their zeal, but marched out with 
great alacrity to fight them ; and it came to a 
close fight. Now other parts of their army 
made resistance for a while: but Herod, run- 
ning the utmost ha«ard, out of the rage he 
was in at the murder of his brother, that he 
miglit be avenged on those that had been the 
authors of it, soon beat those that opposed 
him; and, after he had beaten them, he al- 
ways turned bis force against those that stood 
to it still, and jiitrsued them all ; so that a 

i great slaughter was made, while some were 
forced back into that village whence they 
came out; he also pressed hard upon the hin- 
dermosl, and slew a vast number of them ; 
he also fell into the village with the enemy, 
wliere every house was tilled with armed rntm, 
and the upper rooms were crowded above with 
soldiers for their defence; and when he had 
h» itcn those that wt n on the outside, .he 
pi led the houses to pi res, and ])lueked out 
those that witiiin ; iqion many he had 

I the roofs shaken down, whereby they perished 
1 by liea|)s ; and as for those that lied out of 
the oldie received them with 
their swords in their hands ; and the multi- 
tude of those slain and lying in heaps was so 
great, that the conquerors could not pass along 
tiic roads. Now the enemy could not Iwar 
this blow, so that when the n^iJtitutle of them 
which was gathered together, saw that those 
in the village were slain, they dispersed them- 
selves and fled away ; upon the confidence of 
W'hich victory, Ilerod had marched immedi- 
ately to Jerusalem, unless he had been hin- 
dered by the depth of winter’s [coining on]. 
This was the impediment that lay in the way 
of this his entire glorious progress, and was 
what hindered Antigonus from being now 
conquered, who was already disposed to for- 
sake the city. 

7. Now when at the evening Herod had 
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already dismissed his friends to refresh them- 
selves after their fatigue, and when he was 
gone himself, while he was still hot in his 
armour, like a common soldier, to bathe him- 
self, and had but one servant that attended 
him, and before he was gotten into tlie bath, 
one of the enennes met him in the face with 
a sword in his hand, and then a second, and 
then a third, and after that more of them ; 
these were men w^ho had run away out of the 
battle into the bath in their armour, and they 
had lain there for some time in great terror, 
and ill privacy ; and when they saw the king, 
they trembled for fear, and ran by him in a 
fright, although he was naked, and endea- 
voured to got oir into the public road. Now 
there was by chance nobody else at hand that 
might seize upon these men ; and for Herod, 
he w'as contented to have come to no harm 
iumseif| so that they all got away in safety. 

8. But on tlie next day Herod had Pap- 
pus’s head cut off, who was the general for 
Antigomis, and was slain in the battle, and 
sent it to his hrotluT Plicroras, by way of 
punishment for their slain hrotlicr ; for lu 
was the man that slow' Joseph. Now as win- 
ter W'as going oil, Herod marched to Jerusa- 
lein, and brought liis army to the wall of it ; 
this was the third year since he had been 
made king at Rome ; so he pitched his camp 
before the temple, for on that side it migh 
be besieged ; and there it was that Pompey 
took the city. So he parted the work among 
the army, and demolished the suburbs, an< 
raised three banks, and gave orders to have 
towers built upon those banks, and left tin 
most laborious of his acquaintance at th< 
works. But he went iiimself to Samaria, U 
lake the daughter of Alexander, the son of 
Aristohulus, to wife, who had been betrothed 
to him before, as we have already said ; and 
tluis 1 ■ ’ accomplished this by the bye, during 
the siege of the city, for he had his enemies in 
great contempt already. 

9. When lie had thus married Mariamne, 
lie came back to Jerusalem with a greater 
army. So‘<ius also joined him w'ith a large 
army, both o ' horsemen and footmen, which 
he sent before him through the midland parts, 
while he ched himself along Phoenicia ; 
and when tlie whole army was gotten toge- 
ther, wliicli were eleven regiments of foot- 
men, and six thousand horsemen, besides the 
Syrian auxiiiarit^, wliich were no small part 
of the army, tin y pitched their camp near to 
the north wall Herod’s dependence was 
upon the decree of the senate, by which he 
was made king ; and So:jIus relied upon An- 
tony, who sent the army that was under liitn 
to Herod’s assistance. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

HOW HEROD AND SOSIUS TOOK JERUSALEM BY 
FORCE ; AND WHAT DEATH ANTIGONUS CAME 
TO. ALSO, CONCERNING CLKOPATRa’s AVA- 
RICIOUS TEMPER. 

§ 1. Now the multitude of the Jews that were 
n the city were divided into several factions, 
"or the people that crowded about the temple, 
being the weaker part of them, gave it out 
that, as the times w’cre, he was the liappiest 
and most religious man who should die first. 
But as to the more bold and hardy men, they 
jot together in bodies, and fell a robbing 
athers after various manners, and these par- 
ticularly plundered the places that were about 
Ik* city, and this because there was no food 
eft either for the horses or the men ; yet 
some of the warlike men, who were used to 
fight regularly, were appointefl to defend the 
city during the siege, and these drove those 
tlirtt raised the banks away from the wall j 
and these were always inventing one engine 
or another to be a hindrance to the engines 
of the enemy ; nor had they so much success 
any way as in the mines under ground. 

2. Now, as for the robberies which were 
coinniitted, the king contrived that ambushes 
should be so laid, that tliey might restrain 
their excursions ; and as for the want of 
provisions, he provided that they should he 
brought to them from great distances. He 
was also too hard for the Jews, by the Ro- 
mans’ skill in the art of war: although they 
were bold to the utmost degree, now they 
durst not come to a plain battle with the Ro- 
mans, which was certain death ; but through 
llieir mines under ground they would appear 
in the midst of them on the sudden, and be- 
fore they could batter down one wall, they 
built them another in its stead ; and to sum 
up all at once, they did not show any want 
either of painstaking or of contrivances, as 
having resolved to hold out to the very last. 
Indeed, though they*had so great an army 
lying round about them, they bore a siege of 
five months, till some of Herod’s chosen men 
ventured to get upon the wall, ami fell into 
the city, as did Sosius’s centurions after them; 
and now the first of all seized upon what was 
about the temple ; atid upon the pouring in 
of the army, tlierc was slaughter of vast mul- 
j titudes everywhere, by reason ol‘ the rage the 
j Romans were in at the length of the siege, 
and by reason that the Jews that were about 
Herod earnestly endeaxToured that none of 
their adversaries might remain ; so they were 
cut to pieces by great multitudes, and as 
they were crowded together in narrow streets, 
land in houses, or were running away to the 
! temple ; nor was there any mercy shown either 
to infants, or to the aged, or to the we ikti* 
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sex ; insomuch, that although the king seni 
about and desired them to spare the people, 
nobody could be persuaded to withhold thei 
right hand from slaughter, out they slew 
people of all ages, like inadtnen. Then 
was that Antigoruis, without any regard to 
his former or to his present fortune, came 
down from the citadel and fell down at So- 
sius*8 feet, who, without pitying him at all 
upon the change of his condition, laughed a 
him beyond tneasure, and cal.^d him Anti- 
gona.* Yet did he not treat him like a v/o- 
man, or let him go free, hut put him into 
bonds, and kept him in custody. 

3. I3ut Herod’s concern at present, now he 
Fiad gotten his enemies under his power, was 
to restrain the zeal of his foreign auxiliaries ; 
for the multitude of the strange people were 
very eager to see the temple, and what was 
sacred in the holy house itself ; but the king 
endeavoured to restrain them, partly by hi- 
exhortations, partly by his tlireatenings, nay 
partly by force, as thinking the victory worse 
than a defeat to him, if any thing that ought 
not to be seen were seen by them. He also 
forbade, at the same time, the spoiling of the 
city, asking Sosius in the most earnest man- 
ner, whether the Romans, by (bus emptyir 
tlje city of money and men, bad a mind to 
leave him king of a desert, — and told him, that 
he judged the dominion of the habitable ejirtli 
too small a compensation for the slaughter of so 
<pany citizens. And when Sosius said, that it 
was but just to allow' the soldiers this plun- 
der, as a I e ward for w hat they suffered during 
the siege, Herod made answer, tnat he would 
give every one of the soldiers a reward out of his 
ow n money. So he purchased the deliverance 
of Ids country, and performed his promises to 
them, and made presents after (. magnificent 
manner to each soldier, and proportionably to 
their commanders, and with a most royal 
bounty to Sossius himself, wheic!)y nobody 
went away but in a wealthy condition. Here- 
upon Sossius dedicated a crown of gold to 
God, and then w'ent away from Jerusalem, 
leading Antigonus away^in bonds to Antony ; 
then did the axe bring liim to bis cnd,f wlio 
still had a fond desire of life, and some frigid 
hopes of it to the last; but by bis cow'ardly 
b^aviour well deserved to die by it, 

4. Hereupon king Herod distinguished the 
multitude that w'as in the city; and for those 
that were of his side, he made them still more 
his friends by the honours he conferred on 
them ; but for those of Antigonus s party, he 
slew them : and as his money ran low, he 
turned all the ornaments he had into money, j 
and sent it to Antony, and to those about 
him. Yet could he nut hereby purchase an 

• This it a vroman, not a man. 
f I’his death of Antigonus is confirmed by Plutarch 
and Sriabo ; the latter of whom is cited for U by Jose- 
phus himself, Antiq. b. xv, v h. i, sec\ 2. as Dean Aid- 
rich here observes. 


exemption from all sufferings ; for Antony 
was now bewitched by his love to Cleopatra, 
and was entirely conquered by her charms. 
Now Cleopatra had put to death all her kin- 
dred, till no one near her in blood remained 
alive, and after that she fell a slaying (hose 
no way related to her. So she calumniated 
the principal men among the Syrians to An- 
tony, and persuaded him to have them slain, 
that so she might easily gain to be mistress or 
what they had ; nay, she extended her avari- 
cious humour to the Jews and Arabians, and 
secretly laboured to have Herod and Malichus, 
the kings of both those nations, slain by his 
order. 

5. Now as to these her injunctions to Aiv- 
tony, he complied in part ; for though he es- 
teemed it too abominable a thing to kill such 
good and great kings, yet was he thereby 
alienated from the friendship he had for them. 
He also took away a great deal of their 
country; nay even the plantation of palm- 
trees at Jericho, w here also grows the balsam- 
tree, and bestowed them uj)on her ; as also 
all the cities on this side the river Eleutherus, 
Tyre and Sidon ^ excepted. And when she 
was become mistress of these, and had con- 
ducted Antony in his expedition against the 
Parthians, as far as Euphrates, she came by 
Apamia and Damascus into Judea; and there 
did Herod pacify her indignation him by 
large presents. He also hired of her those 
places that had been torn away from his 
kingdom, at the yearly vent of two hundred 
talents. He conducted her also as far as Pe- 
lusium, and paid her all the respects possible. 
Now it was not long after this that Antony 
was come back fr»)m Parthia, and led w'ith 
him .\rtabazes, Tigrancs’s son, captive, as a 
present for Cleopatra ; for this Parthian was 
presently given her, with his money, and all 
the prey that v/as taken with him. 


CHAPTER XiX. 

HOW ANTONY, AT THE PEIISUASION OF CLEO- 
PATRA, SENT HEUOl) TO FIGHT AGAINST 
THE ARABIANS; AND HOW, AFTER SEVERAL 
RATTLES, HE AT LENGTH GOl THE VICTO- 
RY. AS ALSO CONCERNING A GREAT EARTH 
qUAKE. ^ 

§ 1. Now when the war about Actium wa: 
begun, Plerod prepared to come to the assist- 
nce of Antony, as being already freed from 
:iis troubles in Judea, and having gained llyr- 
cania, which was a place that was held by 

X This ancient name of Tyre and Sifion under th« 
Itotnans, taken ntitice of by Josephus, both h<‘re anJ 
Antiq. b. XV, ch. iv, sect. 1. is confirmed by Ute testi- 
mony of .Strabo, b. xvj, p, 757, as Dean Aldrich r& 
marks; although, as he justly adds, this litxtrty )a.steci 
a little while longer, when Augustus took it away froir 
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Antigonus’s sister. However, he was cun- ! 
ningly hindered from partaking of the ha- ' 
zards tlmt Antony went through by Cleopa- 
tra; for since, as we have already noted, she 
had laid a plot against the kings [of Judea 
and Arabia], she prevailed with Antony to 
conmiit the war against the Arabians to He- 
rod ; that so, if he got the better, she might 
become mistress of Arabia, or, if he were 
worsted, of Judea; and that she might de- 
stroy one of those kings by the other. 

2. However, this contrivance tended to the 
advantage of Herod ; for at the very first he 
took hostages from the enemy, and got togc- 
ther a great body of horse, and ordered them 
to march against them about Diospolis ; and 
he conquered that army although it fought 
resolutely against him. After which defeat, 
the Arabians were in great motion, and as- 
sembled themselves together at Kanatha, a 
city of Celesyria, in vast multitudes, and 
waited for the Jews. And when Herod w'as 
come thither, he tried to manage this war 
with psuticular prudence, and gave orders 
that they should build a wall about their 
camp ; yet did not the multitude comply with 
those orders, hut were so emboldened by their 
foregoing victory, that they presently attacked 
the Arabians, and beat them at the first onset, 
and then pursued them ; yet were there snares 
laid for Herod in that pursuit ; while Atiie- 
nio, who was one of Cleopatra’s generals, 
and always an antagonist to Herod, sent out 
of Kanatha the men of that country against 
him ; for, upon this fresh onset, the Arabians 
took courage, atid returned back, and both 
joined their numerous forces about stony 
places, that were hard to be gone over, and 
there put Herod’s men to the rout, and made 
!i great slaughter of them; but those that cs. 
caped ou^ of tile battle Hod to Ormiza, where 
the Arabians surrounded their camp, and look 
It, with all the men in it. 

5. In a little lime after this calamity, He- 
rod came to bring them succours ; but he 
came too laN;. Now the occasion of that blow 
was this, that t!:c officers would not olwy 
orders; for hud lOt the light begun so sud- 
denly, Atbenio had m t found a proper sea- 
son for the snares he laid for Herod ; however, 
he W'as even with the Arabians afterward, and 
over-ran their country, and did them more 
harm than their jingle victory could compen- 
sate. But as he v avenging himself on liis 
enemies, there fell upon him another pio- 
vidential calamity ; for in the seventh * year 
of his reign, when tiie war about Actiiiin was 

* This seventh year of the reign (^f Herod [from tlie 
conquest or death of Antigonus], with the great carth- 
qualie in the Ix'^inning of the same sin mg, wliieh are 
here fully implied to be not mueh before the light at 
Actmm, between Octavius ami Antony, and which is 
known from the Homan historiami to lia\e been in the 
loginning of September, in the .list year before the 
Christhu) ajra, determines the chronology of Josephus as 
to the reign of Herod, viz. tl.id he began in the year .^7. 
beyond rational contxadietinn. Nor is it quite unworthy 
of our notine, that this seventh year of f !ie leign of Heroii; 


at the height, at the beginning of the spring 
the earth was shaken, and destroyed an im- 
mense number of cattle, with thirty thousand 
men ; but the army received no harm, because 
it lay in the open air. In tlic mean time, 
the fame of this earthquake elevated the Ara- 
bians to greater courage, and this by augment- 
ing it to a fabulous height, as is constantly 
the case in melancholy accidents, and pretend- 
ing that all Judea was overthrown. Upon 
this supposal, therefore, that they should easily 
get a land that was destitute of inhabitants 
into their power, they first sacrificed those 
ambassadors w ho were come to them from the 
Jews, and tht*n marched into Judea immedi- 
ately. Now the Jewish nation w'cre affright- 
ed at this invasion, and quite dispirited at the 
greatness of their calamities one after another ; 
whom yet Herod got together, and endeavmir- 
ed to encourage to defend them .elves oy the 
following speech which he made to them : — 

4. “ The present dread you are under, 
seems to me to have seized upon you very 
unseasonably. It is true, you might justly 
be dismayed at the providential chastisement 
which hath befallen you ; but to suffer your- 
selves to be e([ually terrified at the invasion 
of men, is unmanly. As for myself, I ain so 
far from being affrighted 'at our enemies after 
this earthquake, that I imagine that God 
hath thereby laid a bait for the Arabians, that 
VC may be avenged on them ; for their pre- 
sent invasion proceeds more from our acci- 
dental misfortunes, than that they have any 
real dependence on their weapons, or their 
ow'u fitness for action. Now that hope which de- 
pends not on men’s own power, but on others’ 
ill success, is a very ticklish thing; for there 
is no certainty among men, either in their 
bad or good fortunes ; but we may easily ob- 
serve, that fortune is muJahle, and goes from 
one side to another ; aiitl this you may readi- 
ly learn from examples among yourselves; for 
when you were once victors in the formei 
fight, your enemies overcame you at last; 
and very likely it will now happen so, that 
these who think tiiemselves sure of heating 
you, will themselves be beaten ; for w'hen 
men are very confident, they are not upon 
their guard, while fear teaches men to act 
rvith caution ; insomuch, that I venture# to 
prove from your very tiinorousness, that you 
ought to take courage; for when you were 
more bold than you ought to have been, and 
than 1 would have had you, and marched 
on, Athenio’s treachery took place ; but your 
present slowness and seeming dejection of 
mind, is to me a pledge and assurance of vic- 
tory ; atul indeed it is proper beforehand to 
be thus provident; but when we come to ac- 
tion, we ought to erect our minds, and to 
make our enemies, bo they ever so wicked, 

I or the 31st before the Christian icra, containcii thclattci 
I iMirt of a Sabbatic year ; on which Sabbatic year, thcf«> 
! fore, it is plain this great earthquake happemi in Judea. 
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believe, that neither any human, no, nor any tie-array every day, and invited the Arabians 
providential misfortune, can ever depress the to fight ; but as none of them came out ol 
courage of Jews while they are alive j nor their camp, for they were in a terrible fright, 
will any of them ever overlook an Arabian, and their general, Elthemus, was not able to 
or sufifer such a one to become lord i^f his say a word for fear, — so Herod came upon 
good things, whom he has in a manner taken them, and pulled their fortification to pieces, 
captive, and that many times also and do, by which moans they were compelled to come 
not you disturb yourselves at the quaking of out to fight, which they did in disorder, and 
inanimate creatures, nor do you imagine that so that the horsemen and footmen were 
this earthquake is a sign of another calamity; ^ mixed together. They were indeed superior 
for such alicctions of the elements are accord- ' to the Jews in number, but inferior in their 
ing to the course of nature ; nor does it im- j alacrity, although they wore obliged to expose 
port any thing farther to men, than what ; themselves to danger by their very despair or 
mischief it does immediately of itself. Per- j victory. 

haps, there may come some short sign before- 6 . Now while they made opposition, they 
hand in tlic case of pestilences, and famines, had not a great number slain; hut as soon as 
and earthquakes ; but these calamities them- they turned their backs, a great many were 
selves have their force limited by themselves, trodden to pieces by the Jews, and a great 
[without foreboding any other calamity] ; and many by tliemselves, and so perislied, till five 
indeed what greater mischief can the war, thousand were fallen down dead in their 
though it should lie a violent one, do to us, flight, while the rest of the multitude pre- 
tlian the earthquake hath done ? Nay, there vented their immediate death, by crowding 
is a signal of our enemies’ destruction visi- into the fortification. Herod encompassed 
ble, and that a very great one also; and this those around, and besieged them ; and while 
is not a natural one, nor derived from the they ready to be taken by their enemies 

hand of foreigners neither, hut it is this, th.it in arms, they had another additional distress 
they have barbarously murdered our ambas- upon them, whicli w-ns tliirst and want of wa- 
sadors, contrary to the common law' of man- ter ; for the king was above hearkening to 
kind ; and they have destroyed so many, as their ambassadors ; and when they ollercd five 
if they esteemed them sacrifices for (lod, in hundred talents, as the price of their redemp- 
relalion to this war; but they will not avoid lion, he pressed still harder upon them ; and 
his great eye, nor his invincible right hand ; j as they were burnt up by their thirst, they canu' 
riiul wc shall he revenged of them jiresently, , out and voluntarily delivered themselves up 
in case w’e still retain any of the courage ofjby multitudes to the Jews, till in five days’ 
our forefathers, and rise up boldly to punish | time four thousand of them w ere put into 
these covenant-breakers. Let every one there- j bonds ; and on the sixth day the multitude 
fore go on and fight, not so much for his wife i that were left despaireii «>(' saving themselves, 
or his children, or for the danger his country I and came out to fight: with these Herod 
is in, as for these ambassadors of ours; those : fought, and slew' again about seven thousand, 
dead ambassadors will conduct this war of I insomuch that he punished Arabia so severe- 
oiirs better than we ourselves who arc alive ; ! ly, and so far extinguished the spirits of the 
and if you will be ruled by me, I will myself | ii, that he was chosen by the nation for 
go before you into danger; for you know’ this their ruler, 
well enough, that your courage is irresistible, 
unless you hurt yourselves by acting rash- 
ly.” • 

5. When Herod had encouraged them by (IIAI^JER XX. 

this speech, and he saw with what alacrity ’ 

they went, he offered sacrifice to God ; and IIEIIOD is COM IRMKI) in Ills KlNGDOxM liY 
after that sacrifice, he passed over the river CvtSAit, and cultivates a fuiendshit 
J ofdan with his army, and pitched his camp! with the emteiior by magnificent fre* 
about Philadelphia, near the enemy, and i 
al)out a fortification that lay between them. ! 

He then shot at them at a distance, and w-as ^ 
desirous to come to an engagement presently ; | 
for some of them had been sent beforehand ! 
to seize upon that fortification : but the king' 

sent some who immediately beat them out of*§ 1. Rut now Herod was under immediate 
the fortification, while he himself went in the concern about a most important affair, on ac- 
fore-front of the army, which he put in bat-! count of his friendship w-itli Antony, who was 

I already overcome at Actium by Ccesar, yet bo 
• This speech of Herod is set down twice by Jose- was more afraid than hurt ; for Ctesar did 
phus, here and Antiq. b. xv, di. v, sect. to the very not think be Iiad quite undone Antony, while 
atne purpose, but by no meant in the same words: *, i i , • • . . i 

whence it appears that the .sense wa» Herod’s, but the Herod continued bis assistance to him. How- 


SENTS; WHILE CJ'.SAR RETURNS lIlS KIND- 
NESS liY BE.STOWING ON 111(1 THAT PART Of 
HIS KINGDOM WHICH HAD KEEN TAKEN 
AWAY lllOM IT BY CLEOTATIIA, WITH THE 
ADDITION OF ZENODOttUs’s COUNTRY ALSO. 


appears i 

composition Josephus’s. 


ever, the king resolved to expose himself to 
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dangers: accordingly he sailed to Rhodes, I who was become a supplicant to him. Hut 


where Caesar then abode, and came to him : 
without his diadem, and in the habit and ' 
appearance of a private person, but in his| 
behaviour as a king. So he concealed nothing' 
of the truth, but spake thus before his face : ! 
— “ O Caesar, as I was made king of the Jews 
by Antony, so do I profess that I have used 
my royal authority in the best manner, and ^ 
entirely for his advantage; nor will 1 conceal! 
this farther, that thou hadst certainly found , 
me in arms, and an inseparable companion ofj 
his, had not the Arabians hindered me. How> j 
ever, I sent him as many auxiliaries as I was, 
able, and many ten thousand [cori] of corn. I 
Nay, indeed, I did not desert my benefactor 
after the blow that was given him at Actium;! 
but I gave him the best advice I was able, * 
w'hen I was no lunger able to assist him in j 
the war ; and I told him that there was but ' 
y.ie way of recovering his allairs, and thatj 
wAi to kill Cleopatra; and I promised him,' 
that if she were once dead, I would aflbrd ' 
I'im money and walls for his security, with , 
Ml army and myself to assist him in his war 
igninst thee ; but his allections for Cleopatra 
stopped his ears, as did God himself also, 
who hath bestowed tlie government on thee. 

I own myself also to be overcome together 
with him ; and with bis last fortune I have 
laid aside my diadem, and am come hither to 
tliee, having my liupes of safety in thy virtue ; 
and I ilesire that thou wilt tirst consider how 
faithful a friend, and not whoso friend, 1 have 
been.” 

‘J. Caesar replied to him thus: — “ Nay, 
thou slialt not only he in safety, but shall be 
a king, and that mure firmly than thou wust 
before; for thou art wiathy to reign over a 
gre.it many subjects, by reason of the fastness 
of thy friendsliij) ; and do thou endeavour to 
be equ dly constant in thy friendship to me 
upon my good success, which is wlial 1 de- 
p-'iul upon fi in the generosity of thy dispo- 
sition However, Antony hatli done well in 
preferring C'leopatra to thee; for by this 
means we have gained thee by her madness, 
and thus timu 1 ist hegim to he my friend be- 
fore I began to be thine; on which account 
Quintus Didius hatli written to me that thou 
sentest him assistance against the gladiators. 
T do therefore assure thee that I will confirm 
the kingdom to tl by decree; 1 shall also 
endeavour to Jo dfec some farther kindiies: 
hereafter, that thou muyest find no loss in the 
want of Antony.” 

3. When Ca*sar had spo! eii such obliging 
things to the king, and had put the diadem 
again about his head, he proclaimed what he 
had bestowed on him by a decree, in which 
he enlarged in the commendation of the man 
after a magnificent manner. Whereupon 
Herod obliged him to be kind to biin by the 
presents he gave him, and he desired him to 
forgive Alexander^ one of Antoay’s friends, 


C«sar’s anger against him prevailed, and he 
complained of the many and very great of- 
fences the mail whom he petitioned for had 
been guilty of; and by that means he reject 
ed his petition. After this, Caesar went for 
Egypt through Syria, when Herod received 
him with royal and rich entertainments ; and 
then did he first of all ride along wdtli C.'esar. 
as he was reviewing his army about Ptole- 
mais, and feasted him with all his friends, and 
then distributed among the rest of the army 
what was necessary to feast them withal. He 
also made a plentiful provision of water for 
them, when they were to inarch as far as 
Pclusiiim, through a dry country, w) ich he 
did also in like manner on their return thence 
nor were there any necessaries wanting to that 
army. It was tlicrefoi c the opinion both of 
Casar and of his soldiers, that lleroil’s king- 
dom was too small for those generous presents 
he made them ; for which reason, when Ca’- 
sar was come into Egypt, and Cleojialra and 
Antony were dead, he did not only bestow o- 
iher .narks of honour upon him, but made an 
addition to his kingdom, by giving him not 
only the country whicli had been taken from 
him by Cleopatra, but, besides that, Gadara, 
and Hippos, and Samaria; and moreover, of 
the maritime cities, Gaza,* and Anlliedon, 
and Joppa, and Strato*s Tower. He alsc 
made him a present of four hundred Gails 
[(Jalatians] as a guard for his body, which 
they had been to Cleopatra before. Nor did 
any thing so strongly induce Ca’sar to make 
these presents as llie generosity of him that 
received them. 

4. Moreover, after the first games at Ac- 
tiuni, he added to his kingdom both the re- 
gion calleil Trachonitis, and wliat lay in its 
neigliboinliood, Batanea, and the country of 
Auianitis; and that on the following occa- 
sion : — Zenodorns, who had hired the house of 
Ly^aiii.'is, had all along sent robbers out of 
Trachonitis among the Damascens; wlio there- 
upon had rccoiirsi' to Varro, the president of 
Syria, and desired of him that he would re- 
present the calamity they were in to Casar, 
When C.es.'ir was tic(|uairited wit/i it, he sent 
back orders that this nest of rohhers should 
be destroyed. Varro therefore made an ciC. 
peditiun against them, and cleared the land 
of those men, and took it away from Zenodo- 
rus. Caesar did also afterward bestow it on 
Herod, that it might not again become a re- 
ceptacle for those robbers that had come a- 

* Since Joschpus, both here and in his Antiq. b- xv, 
ch. vii, sect, a, reckons Gaza, which had been a free 
city, among the cities given Herod by Augustus, and 
yet implies that ! lerod had made Custoliariis a covernor 
of it before, Antiq. b. xv, ch. vii, sect. ll-.irduiii has 
some prclence for s.aying that Josephus here con ti 
dieted himself. Uut perhaps llertKl thought he had 
suiHcient authority to put a governor into (iaai, after 
he was made tctrarch or king, bi times of war, bi'iure 
the city was dellverci mtirely into his hands by Augus- 
tus. 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 


BOOK 1 


584 


gainst Damascus^ He also made him a pro- 
curator of all Syria, and this on the tenth 
year afterward, when he came again into that 
province; and this was so established, that 
the other procurators could not do any thing 
in the administration without his advice: but 
when Zcnodorus was dead, Cjcsar bestowed 
on him all that land which lay between Tra- 
chonitis and Galilee. Yet, what was still of' 
more consequence to Herod, he was beloved 
by Caesar next after Agrippa, and by Agrip- 
pa next after Ca*sar; whence he arrived at a 
very great degree of felicity; yet did the 
greatness of his soul exceed it; and the main 
part of his magnanimity was extended to the 
promotion of piety. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

OF THE [temple AND] CITIES THAT WERE 
BUILT BY HEUOB, AND ERECTED FROM THE 
VERY FOUNDATIONS; AS ALSO OF THOSE 
OTHER EDIFICES THAT WERE ERECTED RY 
HIM ; AND WHAT MAGNIFICENCE HE SHOW- 
ED TO FOREIGNERS; AND HOW FORTUNE 
WAS IN ALL THINGS FAVOURABLE TO HIM. 

§ 1. Accordingly, in the fifteenth year of 
his reign, Herod rebuilt the temple, and en- 
compassed a piece of land about it with a 
wall ; which land w'as twice as large as that 
before enclosed. The expenses he laid out 
upon it were vastly large also, and the riches 
about it were unspeakable. A sign of which 
you have in the great cloisters that were erect- 
ed about the temple, and the citadel which 
was on its north side. The cloisters be built 
from the foundation, but the citadel be repair- 
ed at a vast expense ; nor was it other than a 
royal palace, wdiich he called Antonia, in bo 
nour of Antony. He also built himself a pa- 
lace in the upper city, containing two very 
large and most beautiful apartments ; to which 
the holy house itself could not be compared 
[in largeness]. The one apartment he named 
Caesareum, and the other Agrippium, from 
his [two great] friends. 

2. Yet did he not preserve their memory 
by particular buildings only, W’ith their names 
given them, but his generosity went as far as 
entire cities; for when he had built a most 
beautiful wall round a country in Samaria, 
twenty furlongs long, and had brought six 
thousand inhabitants into it, and had allotted 
to it a most fruitful piece of land, and in the 

* This fort was first built, as is supposed, by John 

Hyreanus. See Prid. at the year 107, and called ** Baris,” 
the Tower or Citadel, it was after wnnls rebuilt, with 
great improvementj, by Heroti, under the government 
of Antonius, and was named from him “ the Tower of 
Antonia;” anti about the time wlien Herod rebuilt Uie 
temple, he seems to have put his last hand to it. See 
Antiq. b. xviii, eh. v, sect. 4. Of the War, b. i, ch. iii, 
•ect. 3, and ch. v, sect. 4. It lay on the north-west 
side of the temple, and was a quarter as l.irge. 


midst of this city, thus built, had erected a 
very large temple to Ccesar, and had laid 
round about it a portion of saored land of 
three furlongs and a half, he called the city 
Sebaste, from Sebastus, or Augustus, and set- 
tled the allairs of the city after a most regular 
manner. 

3. And when Ctesar had farther bestowed 
upon him another additional country, be built 
there also a temple of white marble, bard by 
the fountains of Jordan ; the place is called 
Pallium, where is a top of a mountain that is 
raised to an immense height, and at its side, 
beneath, or at its bottonva dark cave opens 
itself; within which there is a horrible pre- 
cipice, that descends abruptly to a vast depth : 
it contains a mighty quantity of water, which 
is iimnoveable; and when any body lets down 
any thing to measure the depth of the earth 
beneath the water, no length of cord is suffi- 
cient to reach it. Now the fountains of Jor- 
dan rise at the roots of this cavity outwardly ; 
and, as some think, this is the utmost origin 
of Jordan : but vve shall speak of that matter 
nore accurately in our following liistory. 

4. But the king erected other places at 
Jericho also, between the citadel Cypros and 
the former palace, such as were better and 
more useful than the former for travellers, 
and named them from the same friends of his. 
To say all at once, there was not any place o/ 
his kingdom fit for tlie purpose, that was pci 
mitted to be without somewhat that was foi 
(-tsar's honour ; and when he had filled hiy 
own country with temples, he poured out the 
like plentiful marks of his esteem into his pro. 
vince, and built many cities which he called 
Ccsarcas. 

5. And when he observed that there was a 
city by the sea-side that was much decayed (its 
name was Strato’s Tower) Init that the place, 
by the happiness of its situation, was capable 
of great improvements from bis liberality, he 
rebuilt it all with white stone, and adorned it 
with several most splendid palaces, whereiji 
he especially demonstrated his magnanimity; 
for the ease was this, that all the sea-shore be- 
tween Dora and Joppa, in the middle, between 
which this city is siluateil, bad no good havcii, 
insomuch that every one that sailed from Blue- 
nicia for Kgyj)t was obliged to lie in tlie 
stormy sea, by reason of the south w’inds that 
threatened them; which \yind, if it blew but 
a little fresh, such vast waves are raised, and 
dash upon the rock.s, that upon their retreat 
the sea is in a great ferment for a long ».vay. 
l*ut the king, by the expenses be was at, and 
the liberal tiisposal of them, overcame nature, 
and built a haven larger than was the Byre- 
cutn • [at Athens]; and in the inner relire- 

That Joscphtis spoakif truth, when he assures us 
that the haven of this (’esarea was made by Herod not 
les«, nay rather larger, than th.it famous haven at Athens 
called the Pyrccum, will appear, says Penn Aldrich, to 
him who compares the description of that at Athens in 
T'hiicydidcB and Pausanias, with this of Cesarea in Jo 
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itienls of the water he built other deep sta- 
tions [for the ships also]. 

6. Now, although the place where he built 
was greatly opposite to his purposes, yet did 
he so fully struggle with that difficulty, that 
the firmness of his building could not easily 
he conquered hy the sea; and the beauty and 
ornament of the works were such, as though 
he had not had any difficulty in the operation; 
for when he had measured out as large a 
space as we have before mentioned, he let 
down stones into tw-eiity-fathoin water, the 
greatest part of which were fifty feet in length, 
and nine in depth, and ten in breadth, and 
some still larger. But when the haven w'as 
filled up to that depth, he enlarged that w'all 
which was thus already extant above the sea, 
*till it was two hundred feet wide; one hun- 
dred of w'hicii had buildings before it, in or. 
der to break the force of the waves, whence it 
was called Procuinatia, or the first breaker of 
the waves ; but the rest of the space was un- 
der a stone-wall that ran round it. On this 
w'all w'cre very large towers, the principal 
and most beautiful of which w'as called Dm- 
sium, from Drusiis, who was son-in-law to 
Casar. 

7. There w'erc also a great number of 
arches, where the mariners dwelt ; and all the 
places before them round about was a large 
valley, or walk, for a quay [or landing-place] 
to those that came on shore ; but the entrance 
was on the north, because the north wind was 
there the most gentle of all the winds. At 
!lie mouth of the haven were on each side 
three great Colossi, supported by pillars, 
w here those Colossi that are on j^oiir left hand 
as you sail into the port, are supported by a 
solid tower; but those ou the right hand are 
supported by two upriglit stones joined toge- 
ther, which stones were larger than that tower 
which was on the other side of the entrance. 
Now there were continual edifices joined to 
the haven, v\hich were also themselves of 
white stone ; and to tin’s haven did the narrow' 
streets of the city lead, and were built at 
equal distances one from another And over- 
against, the mouth of the haven, upon an ele- 
vation, there was a temple for Cicsar, which 
was excellent both in beauty and hugeness; 
and therein was a Colossus of Casar, not 
less than that of Jupiter Olympius, which it 
was made to resemble- The other Colossus 
of Rome w'us equf!’ to that of Juno at Argos. 
So he dedicated the city to the province, 
and the haven to the sailors there; but the 
honour of the building ho a.<*crU>ed to Ca'sar,* 
and named it Cesarca accordingly, 

8. He also built the other edifices, the am- 

scphiis here, and in the Antiq.b. xv, cli. ix, sect. 6, and 
b. wii, eh. ix, sect. 1. 

* These buildings of cities by the naiuc of Cipsar, 
and institution of solemn games jn honour of Augustus 
CtX^sar, as here and in the Antiquities, related of HenxI 
by .losophus, the Roman hUtoi iana attest to aa things 
tlien frequent in the province of that empire, as Dcaii, 
AWvicii observes on this chapter 
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phitheatre, and theatre, and market-place, in 
a manner agreeable to that denomination ; 
and appointed games every fifth year, and 
called them, in like manner, C.esar’s (iames, 
and he first himself proposed the largest prizes 
upon the hundred ninety-second Olympiad ; 
in which not only the victors themselves, but 
those that came next to them, and even those 
that came in the tlurd place, were partakers 
of his royal bounty. lie also rebuilt Antlie- 
don, a city that lay on the coast, and had been 
deinolisbcd in the wars, and named it Agrip- 
peum. Moreover, he had so very great a 
kindness for his friend Agrippa, that he had 
his name engraved upon that gate which he 
had himself erected in the temple. 

9. Herod was also a lover of his father, if 
any other person ever was so ; for he made a 
monument for his hither, even tliat city which 
he built in the finest plain that was in his 
kingdom, and which had rivers and trees in 
abundance, and named it Antipatris. He 
also built a w all about a citadel that lay above 
.lericbo, and was a very stiong and very fine 
building, and dedicated it to his mother, and 
called it Cypros. Moreover, he dedicated a 
lower that was at Jerusalem, and called it by 
the name of his brother Phasaelus, whose 
I structure, largeness, and magnificence, we 
shall describe hereafter. He also built ano- 
ther city in the valley that leads northward 
from Jericho, and named it Phasaelus. 

10. And as he transmitted to eternity his 
family and friends, so did he not neglect a 
neinorial for liimsclf, but built a fortress upon 
a mountain towards Arabia, and named it from 
himself Ilerodiiim and he called that hill 
that w as of the shape of a w oman’s breast, and 
was sixty furlongs distant from Jerusalem, by 
(be same name. He also bestow'cd much 
curious art upon it with great ambition, and 
built round towers all about the lop of it, ano 
filled up the remaining space with the most 
costly palaces round about, insomucli that not 
only the sight of the inner apartments was 
s})lendid, but great wealth was laid out on dte 
outward walls, and partitions, and roofs also. 
Besides this, he brought a mighty (pianlity of 
water from a great distance, and at vast charges, 
and raised an ascent to it of two hundred steps 
of the whitest marble, for ilie hill was itself 
moderately high, and entirely factitious. He 
also built other palaces about the roots of the 
hill, sufficient to receive iho furniture that 
was put into them, with his friends also, insu- 
much that on account of its containing all no- 
cessaries, the fortress might seem to be a city 
but, by the bounds it had, a palace only. 

t There were ' wo cities, or citadels, called Ilerodium, 
ill Judea, and both mentioned by Josephus, not only here, 
but Antiq. b. xiv, oh. xiii, sect. 9 ; b. xv, ch. ix, sect. 6. 
Of the War, b. i, chap xiii, scet. 8 ; b. iii. eh. iii, sect, A. 
One of them was 200, and the other 60 furlonffs dis^nt 
from Jerusalem. One of them is mentioned by Pliny, 
Hist. Nat. b. v, chap, xiv, as Dean Aldrich observci 
hero. 
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11 . And when he had built so much, he 
showed the greatness of his soul to no small 
number of foreign cities. He built palaces 
for exercise at Tripoli, and Damascus, and 
Ptolcmais ; he built a wall about Byblus, as 
also large rooms, and cloisters, and temples, 
and market-places at Berytiis and Tyre, with 
theatres at Sidon and Damascur.. Me also 
built acqueducts for those Laodiceans who 
lived by the sea-side ; and for those of Ascalon 
lie built baths and costly fountains, as also 
cloisters round a court, that were admirable 
both for their workmanship and largeness. 
Moreover, he dedicated groves and meadows 
to some people : nay, not a few cities there 
were who had lands of his donation, as if they 
were parts of his own kingdom. He also be- 
stowed annual leveniies, and those for ever 
also, on the settlements for exercises, and ap- 
pointed for them, as w'ell as for the people of 
(.’os, that such rewards should never be want- 
ing. lie also gave corn to all such as want- 
ed it, and conferred upon Rhodes large sums 
of money for building ships ; and this he did 
in many places, and frequently also. And 
when Apollo’s temple had been burnt down, 
he rebuilt it at his own charges, after a better 
manner than it was before. What need 1 
speak of the prc'^eiUs he made to the Lycians 
and Samnians ! or of his great liberality 
through all Ionia ! and that according to 
every body’s wants of tliein. And are not 
the Athenians, and Lacedemonians, and Nico- 
politans, and that Pergamus which is in My- 
sia, full of donations tliat Herod jiresented 
them w ithal ! And as for that large open 
place belonging to Antioch in Syria, tlid not 
he pave it witli polished marble, though it 
were twenty furlongs long ! and this when it 
was sliiinned by all men before, because it was 
full of dirt and filthiness; when he besides 
adorued the same place with a cloister of the 
same length. 

12. It is true, a man may say, these were 
favours peculiar to those particular places on 
which he bestowed his benefits; hut then what 
favours he bestowed on the Elcans, was a do- 
nation not only in common to all Greece, but 
to all the habitable earth, as far as the glory 
of the Olympic games reached; for wdieii he 
perceived that they were come to nothing, for 
want of money, and that the only remains of 
ancient Cireece w't re in a manner gone, he not 
only became one of the combatants in that re- 
turn of the fifth year games, which in his sail- 
ing to Rome he haj)pene<I to he present at, 
but be settled upon them revenues of money 
for perpetuity, insomuch that his memorial 
as a combatant there can never fail. It would 
be an infinite task if 1 should go over his pay- 
ments of people’s debts, or tributes, for them, 
as he eased the people of I’hasaelus, of Batanea, 
and of the small cities about Cilicia, of those 
annual pensions they before paid. However, 
Uie fear lie was in much disturbed the great- 


ness of his soul, lest he should be exposed to 
envy, or seem to hiintaftergreatcr things than 
he ought, w'hile he bestowed more liberal gifts 
^lipon these cities than did their owners them- 
selves. 

IS. Now Herod had a body suited to his 
soul, and was ever a most excellent hunter, 
where he generally had good success, by 
means of his great skill in riding horses; for 
in one day he caught forty wild beasts : • that 
country breeds also bears; and the greatest 
part of it is replenished with stags and wild 
asses. He was also such a warrior as could 
not be withstood ; many men therefore there 
are who have stood amazed at his readiness 
in his exercises, when they saw' him throw the 
javelin directly forward, and shoot the arrow, 
upon the mark ; and then, liesides these per- 
formances of his depending on his own strength 
of mind and body, fortune was also veiy fa- 
vourable to him, for he seldom failed of suc- 
cess in his wars ; and when he failed, he w'as 
not himself the occasion of such failings, 
but ho either was betrayed by some, or the 
rashness of his own soldiers procured his de- 
feat. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

THK MUKUKil OK AlUSTOfiULUS AND inilCANUS, 
TUIi; HIGH PHI JiSTS ; AS AU-O OF HAHlAMMs 
THE QUEEN. 

§ I. However, fortune was avenged on He- 
rod in his cxernal great successes, by raising 
him up domestic troubles ; and he begun to 
have wild ilisorders in his family, on uecuuiit 
of his wife, of whom he was so very fond; 
for when he came to the government, he sent 
away her whom he had before married when 
he was a private [>erson, and who was burn 
at .Ternsalem, whose name was Doris, and 
married Mariamne, the daughter of Alexan- 
der, the son of Aristobiilus ; on whose ac- 
count disturbances in his family, 

tliat in -part very soon, but chiefly after his 
return from Rome ; for, first of all, he exptH- 
ed Antipater the son of Doris, for the sake of 
his sons by Mariamne, out of the city, and 
permitted him to come thither at no other 
times llian at the festivals. , After this he slew 
his vyife’s gramifather, Ilyrcanus, when he 
was returned out of Partliia to him, under 
this pretence, that he suspected him of ploi- 
ting against him. Now this Ilyrcanus had 
been carried captive to Barzapharnes, when 
he overran Syria; but those of his own cot 
try beyond Euphrates were desirous he would 
stay w’ith them, and this out of the cominise- 

Here seems to be a small defect Ja the copies 
which describe the wild beasts which were hunted In a 
certain country by Heroii, without naming any sik** 
country at alL 
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ration they had for his condition ; and had he 
complied with their desires, when they exhort- 
ed him not to go over the river to Herod, he 
had not perished ; but the marriage of his 
grand-daughter [to Herod] was his tempta- 
tion; for as he relied upon him, and was 
over fond of his own country, he came back 
to it. Herod’s provocation was this: — not 
that Hyrcanus made any attempt to gain the 
kingdom, but that it w'as fitter for him to be 
their king than for Herod. 

2. Now of the five children which Herod 
had by Mariamne, two of them were daugh- 
ters, and three were sons ; and the youngest 
of these sons was educated at Rome, and there 
died ; but the two eldest he treated as those 
of royal blood, on account of the nobility of 
their mother, and because they were not born 
till he was king ; but then what was stronger 
than all this, was the love that he bare to Mari- 
amue, and which inflamed him every day to a 
great degree, and so far conspired with the 
other motives, that he felt no other troubles, 
on account of her he loved so entirely; but 
Mariamne’s hatred to him was not inferior to 
his love to her. She had indeed but too just 
a cause of indignation, from what he had done, 
while her boldness proceeded from his affection 
to her ; so she opeidy reproached hiu! with 
what he had done to her grandfather Hyr- 
caniis, and to her brother Aristobulus, for 
he had not spared this Aristobulus, though he 
were but a child; for when he had given him 
tlie liigh-priesthood at the age of seventeen, 
lie slew him quickly after he had conferred 
that digmly upon liim ; but when Aristobulus 
had put on the holy vestments, and had ap- 
proached to the altar at a festival, tin multi- 
tude, in great crowds, fell into tears ; whe 
upon the child was r.ent by night to Jericho, 
and was there dipped by the Galls, at Herod’s 
command, in a pool till he was drowned. 

J. For these reasoTis Mariamne rei)roached 
Herod, and his sister and mother, after a most 
contumelious manner, while he was dumb on 
account of his alfection for her ; yet had the 
women great int ’gnation at her, and raised a 
calumny against her, that she was false to his 
bed ; wJiich tiling diey thought most likely to 
move Herod to anger, 'fhey also contrived to 
have many other circumstances believed, in or- 
der to make the thing more credible, and accus- 
ed her of having sept her picture into Egypt to 
Antony, and that liei lust w'as so extravagant, 
as to have thus shown herself, though she was 
absent to a man that ran mad after women, 
and to a man that had it in liis power to use 
violence to her. This charge fell like a thun- 
derbolt upon Herod, and put hhn into dis- 
order ; and that especially, because liis love to 
her occasioned him to be jealous, and because 
he considered with himself that Cleopatra was 
tt shrewd woman, and that on her account 
Lysanias the king was taken off as well as 
Malichus the Arabian ; for his fear did not 
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only extend to the dissolving of his marriage, 
but to the danger of his life. 

4. When therefore he was about to take a 
journey abroad, he committed his wife to Jo- 
seph, his sister Salome's husband, as to one 
who would be faithful to him, and bare him 
good-w'ill on account of their kindred ; he also 
gave him a secret injunction, that if Antony 
slew him, he should slay her , but Joseph, 
without any ill design, and only in order to 
demonstrate the king's love to his wife, how 
he could not bear to think of being separated 
from her, even by death itself, discovered this 
grand secret to her ; upon which, when Hei od 
was come back, and as they talked together, 
and he confirmed his love to her by many 
oaths, and assured her that he had never such 
an afiection for any other woman as he had for 
her, — “ Yes,” says she, “ thou didst, to be 
sure, demonstrate ihy love to me by the injunc- 
tions thou gavest Joseph, when thou com- 
mandeclst him to kill me.”* 

5. When he heard that this grand secret 
W'as discovered, he was like a distracted man, 
and said, that Joseph would never have dis- 
closed that injunction of his, unless he had 
debauched her. His passion also made him 
stark mad, and leaping out of his bed, he ran 
about the palace after a wild manner ; at 
which time his sister Salome took the opportu- 
nity alio to blast her reputation, and confirm- 
ed his suspicion about Joseph ; whereupon, 
out of his ungovernable jealousy and rage, he 
commanded both of them to be slain immedi- 
ately; but as soon as ever liis passion was 
over, he repented of what he had done, and as 
soon as liis anger was worn oil', his affections 
were kindled again ; and indeed the tlame of 
his desires for her was so ardent, that he could 
not think she was dead, but would appear, 
under iiis disorders, to speak to her as if she 
were still alive, till he were better instructed 
by time, when his grief and trouble, now she 
W'as dead, appeared as great as his affection 
had been for her while she was living 


CHAPTER XXIII. 

CALUMNIES AGAINST THE SONS OE MARIAMNE. 
ANTIPATER IS PREFERRED BEFORE THEM 
THEY ARE ACCUSED BEFORE CAISAR, AND HK- 
aOD IS ttPXONCILED TO THEM. 

§ 1. Now Mariam no’s sons w'crc heirs to that 
hatred which had been borne their mother; 
and when they considered the greatness of 
Herod’s crime towards her, they were suspi- 

• Here in either a defect or a great mistake, iu Jose- 
phiis’s present copies or memory ; for Mariamne diti not 
now reproach Herod with this his first injunction to 
Joseph to kill her, if he himself were slain by Antony, 
but tliat he had given the Uke command a second time 
to Soemus also, when he was afraid of being slain by 
Augustus. b. XV, c!i. iii, set'L J>. 
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eiouB of him as of an enemy of tlieirs ; and this 
first while they were educated at Rome, but 
still more when they were returned to Judea. 
This temper of theirs increased upon them as 
they grew up to be men j and when they were 
come to an age fit for marrriage, the one of 
them married their aunt Salome’s daughter, 
which Salome had been the accuser of their 
mother; the other married the daughter of 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia. And now 
they used boldness in speaking, as well as 
bore hatred in their minds. Now those that 
calumniated them took a handle from such 
their boldness, and certain of them spake now 
more plainly to the king, that there were 
treacherous designs laid against him by both 
his sons ; and he that was son>in-law to Arche- 
laus, relying upon his falhcr-in-law, was pre- 
paring to fly away, in order to accuse Herod 
before (^ajsar; and when Herod’s head had 
been long enough filled with these calumnies, 
he brought Antipater, whom he had by Doris, 
into favour again, as a defence to him against 
his other sons, and began all the ways he pos- 
sibly could to prefer him before them. 

2. But these sons were not able to bear 
this change in their aflairs; for when they 
saw him that was born of a mother of no fa- 
mily, the nobility of their birth made them 
unable to contain their indignation ; but 
whensoever they were uneasy, they showed 
the anger they had at it ; .and as tliesc sons 
did day after day improve in that their anger, 
Antipater already exercised all his own abili- 
ties, which were very great, in flattering his 
father, and in contriving many sorts of calum- 
nies against his brethren, while he told some 
stories of them himself, and put it upon other 
proper persons to raise other stories against 
them ; till at length he entirely cut his bre- 
thren ofll' from all hopes of succeeding to the 
kingdom ; for he was already publicly put 
into his lather’s will as his successor. Ac- 
cordingly he w'as sent with royal ornaments, 
and other marks of royalty, to Ca’sar, except- 
ing the diadem. He w as also able in time to 
introduce his motlier again into Mariamiie’s 
bed. The two sorts of weapons he made use 
of against his brethren, w'erc flattery and ca- 
lumny, whereby he brought matters privately 
to such a pass, that the king had thoughts of 
putting his sons to death. 

3. So the father drew Alexander as far as 

Rome, and charged him with an attempt of 
poisoning him, before Civsar. Alexander 
could hardly speak for lamentation; but 
having a judge that was more skilful than 
Antipater, and more wise than Herod, he 
modestly avoided laying any imputation upon 
bis father, but with great strength of reason 
confuted the calumnies laid against him ; and 
when he had^eifionstrated the innocency of 
his brother, in the like danger with 

himself, be at last bewailed the craftiness of 
Antipater, and the disgiace they were under, 
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He was enabled also to justify himself, not 
only by a clear conscience, which he carried 
within him, but by his eloquence ; for he was 
a shrewd man in making speeches. And 
upon his saying at last, that if his father ob« 
jeeted this crime to them, it was in his power 
to put them to death, he made all the audU 
ence weep; and he lirouglit Caesar to that 
pass, as to reject the accusations, and to recon- 
cile their fatlicr to them immediately. But 
the conditions of this reconciliation were 
these, (hat they should in all things be obedi- 
ent to their father, and that lie should have 
p* wer to leave the kingdom to which of them 
lie pleased. 

4. After this the king came back from 
Rome, and seemed to have forgiven his sona 
upon these accusations; but still so, that he 
was not without his suspicions of tliem. They 
were follow'ed by Antipater, who w-as the 
fountain-head of those accusations; yet did 
not he openly discover his hatred lo them, as 
revering him that had reconciled them. But 
as Herod sailed liy Cilicia, he touched at E- 
leusa,* where Archelaus treated them in tht 
most obliging manner, and gave him thanks 
for the deliverance of his son-in-law, and wai 
much pleased at their reconciliation; and this 
fho more, because he had formerly written to 
his friends at Rome that they should be as* 
sisting to Alexander at his trial. So he con 
ducted Herod as far as Zephyrium, and made 
him presents to the value of thirty talents. 

5. Now when Herod was come to Jerusa 
1cm, he gathered (he jicople together, and 
presented to them 1/is three sons, and gave 
them an apologetic account of his absence, 
and thanked God greatly, and thanked C.rsar 
greatly also, for settling his house w-hen it was 
under disturbances, and bad procured con- 
cord among his sons, which was of greatci 
consequence than the kingdom itself, — “and 
which I \iill render stiM more firm; for Cae- 
sar liatii put into iny power lo dispose of tlio 
governineiil, and to appoint my successor 
Accordingly, in way of requital for his kind 
ness, and in order lo provide for mine own 
advantage, I do declare that these three sons 
of tniiie shall be kings. And, in the fli'sl 
place, I pray for the a})probation of God to 
what I am about ; and, in the next place, I 
desire your approbation also. The age ot 
one of them, and the nohi^'ty of the other (wo 
shall procure them the succession. Nay, in- 
deed, my kingdom is so large, that it may be 
sullicient for more kings. Now do ypu keep 
those in their places w hom Caisar hath joined 
and their father hath appointed; and do n:»v 
you pay undue or unequal respects to them, 

• That this Island Eleusa, .afterward called Sebaste^ 
near Cilicia, had in it the royal palace of this Archelaii, 
king of Cappadocia, Strabo lehtifics. b. xv, p. 671. Sto 
phanus of HyKantiiim also calls it “ an island of Cilicia, 
which is now Sct)asle both w hose (cstiinonies .ire per- 
tinently cilwl here by Dr. Hudson, .‘•cc the iturc his- 
tory. Anthi.b. xvi, ch. x, sict. 7. 
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but to every one according to the prerogative 
of their births ; for he that pays such respects 
unduly, will thereby not make him that 
honoured beyond what his age requires, so 
joyful as he will make him that is dishonoured 
sorrowful. As for the kindred and friends 
that are to converse with them, I will appoint 
them to each of them, and will so constitute 
them, that they may be securities for their 
concord ; as well knowing that the ill tempers 
of those with whom they converse, will pro- 
duce quarrels and contentions among them ; 
but that, if these with whom they converse be 
of good tempers, they will preserve their na- 
tural affections for one another. IJiit still 1 
desire, that not these only, but all the captains 
of my army have for the present their hopes 
placed on me alone ; for I do not give away 
my kingdom to those my sons, hut give them 
royal honours only; whereby it will come to 
pass that they will enjoy the sweet parts of 
government as rulers themselves, but that the 
burden of administration will rest upon my- 
self whether 1 will or not. And let every 
one consider what age I am of ; how I have 
conducted my life, and what piety I have ex- 
ercised ; for my age is not so great, that men 
may soon expect the end of my life; nor have 
I indulged such a luxurious way of living as 
cuts men off when they arc young; and wo 
have been so religious towards God, that we 
[have reason to hope we] may arrive at a 
very great age. But for such as cultivate 
Vrieridship with my sons, so as to aim at my 
destruction, they shall be punished by me on 
their account. I am not one who envy my 
own children, and therefore forbid men to pay 
them great respect; but 1 know' that such 
[extravagant] resj)ects are the w'ay to make 
them insolent. And if every one that comes 
near them docs but revolve this in his mind, 
that if he proves a good man, he shall receive a 
reward from me, but that if he prove seditious, 
his ill-intended complaisance shall get him 
nothing from him to whom it is show'll, I 
suppose they will alT be of my side, that is, 
of my sons’ side ; for it will be for their ad- 
vantage diat 1 reign, and that 1 be at concord 
with them. But do yon, O my good chil- 
dren, reflect UjiOii the holiness of nature it- 
self, by whose moans natural affection is pre- 
served, even among wild beasts ; in the next 
place, reflect upon^C^sar, who liatJi made 
this reconciliation among us ; and, in the third 
place, reflect upon me, wIkj etUreat you to do 
what I have po'- ^ to command you, — con- 
tinue brethren. I give ytui royal garments, I 
and royal honours; and I pray to God to 
preserve what I have detennined, in case you 
be at concord one with another.” When the 
king had thus spoken, and had saluted every 
one of his sons after an obliging manner, he 
dismissed the multitude ; some of whom gave 
their assent to w'hat he said, and wished It 
might take effect accordingly ; b^ for t»iose 
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who wished for a change of aflairs, they pre- 
tended they did not so much as hear what he 
said. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE MALICE OF ANTIPATER AND DORIS. ALEX- 
ANDER IS VERY UNEASY ON GLAPHYRa’s AC- 
COUNT. HEROD PARDONS PHERORAS, WHOM 
HE SUSPECTED, AND SALOME, WHOM HE 
KNEW TO MAKE MISCHIEF AMONG THEM. 
IIEROD’S EUNUCHS ARE XpUTURED, AND 
ALEXANDER LS BOUND. 

§ 1. But now the quarrel that was between 
them still accompanied these brethren when 
they parted, and the suspicions they had one 
of the other grew' worse. Alexander and 
Aristobulus were much grieved that the pri 
vilege of the first-horn was confirmed to An- 
tipater ; as w'as Anlipater very angry at his 
brethren, that they were to succeed him. But 
then the last being of a disposition that w’as 
mutable and politic, he knew liow to hold 
his tongue, and used a ’great deal of cun- 
ning, and thereby concealed the hatred he 
bore to them ; while the former, depending 
on the nobility of their births, had every thing 
upon their tongues which w'as in their minds. 
Many also there were who provoked them 
farther, and many of their [seeming] friends 
insinuated themselves into their acquaintance, 
to spy out what they did. Mow every thing 
that was said by Alexander was presently 
brought to Antipater, and from Antipater it 
was brought to Herod witli additions. Nor 
could the young man say any thing in the 
feimpliclty of his heart, without giving offence, 
»ut what ho said was still turned to calumny 
against hwn. And if he had been at any time 
a little free in his conversation, great impu- 
tations were forged from thesmallcstoccasions, 
Antipatcr al.s. perpetually setting some 

to provoke him to speak, that the lies he 
aised of him might seem to have some foun- 
dation of truth; and if, among the many 
stories that were given out, but one of them 
could be proved true, that w'as supposed to 
imply the rest to be true also. And as to 
Antipater’s friends, they were all cither iia- 
tiirally so cautious in speaking, or had been 
.so far bribed to conceal their tlionglits, that 
nothing of these grand secrets got abroad by 
heir means. Nor should one be mistaken it 
he called the life of Anti pater a mystery of 
wickedness; for he either corrupted Alexan^ 
der’s acquaintance with money, or got into 
their favour by flatteries; by which two means 
he gained all his designs, and brought them 
to betray their master, and to steal away, and 
reveal what he either did or said. Thus did 
he act a part very cunningly in all points, and 
wrought himself a passage by his calumnies 
with the greatest shrewdness ; while he put on 
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a face as if he were a kind brother to Alexan- 
der and Arislobulus, but suborned other 
men to inform of wliat they did to Herod. 
And when any thing was told against Alex- 
aiider, he would come in and pretend [to be 
of his side], and would begin to contradict 
what was said ; but would afterward contrive 
matters so privately, that the king should 
have an indignation at him. His gene- 
ral aim was this ; — To lay a plot, and to make 
it be believed that Alexander lay in wait to 
kill his father ; for nothing afforded so great 
a confirmation to these calumnies as did An- 
tipatcr’s apologies for him. 

2. By these methods Herod was inflamed, 
and, as much as hijii natural affection to the 
young men did every day diminish, so much I 
did it increase towards Antipater. The coiir-j 
tiers also inclined to the same conduct; some 
of their own accord, and others by the king’s 
injunction, as particularly Ptolemy, the king’s 
dearest iVicMul, as also the king’s bretliren, 
and all his children ; for Antipater was all 
in all : and what was the bitterest part of all 
to Alexander, Antipater’s mother was also all 
in all; she was one that gave counsel against 
them, and was more harsh than a step-n) 0 - 
ther, and one that hated tlie queen’s sons 
more than is usual to hate sons-in-Iaw. All 
men did therefore already pay their respects 
to Antipater, in hopes of advantage ; and it 
was the king’s command which alienated every 
body [from the brethren], he having given this 
charge to his most intimate friends, that they 
should not come near, nor pay any regard, to 
Alexander, or to his friends. Herod was also 
become terrible, not only to his domestics about 
the court, but to bis friends abroad ; for Ca?- 
sar had given such a privilege to no other 
king as he had given to him, which was tliis ; 
— that he miglit fetch back any one that fled 
from him, even out of a city that was not un- 
der his own jurisdiction. Now the young 
men were not acquainted with tlic calum- 
nies raised againrt them ; for which reason 
they could not guard themselves against them, 
but fell under them; for their father did not 
make any public complaints against cither of 
them ; though in a little time they perceived 
how things were, by his coldness to them, and 
by the great uneasiness he showed upon any 
thing that troubled him. Antipatcr had also 
made their uncle Pheroras to be their enemy, 
as well as their aunt Salome, while he was al- 
ways talking with her as with a wife, and irritat- 
ing her against them. Moreover, Alexander’s 
wife, Glaphyra, augmented this hatred against 
them, by deriving her nobility and gerealogy 
[from great persons], and pretending that she 
was lady superior to all others in that king- 
dom, as being derived by her father’s side 
from Tenaenus, and by her mother’s side from 
Darius, the soil of Hystaspes. She also fre- 
quently reproached lierod’s sister and wives 
with the ignobility of their descent; and that 


they were every one diosen by him for their 
beauty, but not for their family. Now those 
wives of his were not a few ; it being of old 
l^rmittcd to the Jews to marry many wives,* 
— arwlthis king delighting in many ; all whom 
hated Alexander, on account of Glaphyra’s 
boasting and reproaches. 

S. Nay, Aristobiilus had raised a quarrel 
between himself and Salome, who was his 
mothcr-in*law', besides (he anger he had con- 
ceived at Glaphyra’s reproaches ; for he per- 
petually upbraided liis wife with the mean- 
ness of her family, and complained, that as 
he had married a woman of a low family, so 
had his brother Alexander married one or 
royal blood. At this Salome’s daughter w'cpt, 
and told it her with this addition, that Alex- 
ander threatened the mothers of his other 
brethren, that when he should come to the 
crown, he would make them weave with their 
maidens, and w'ould make those brothers ot 
his country schoolmasters ; and brake this jest 
upon them, that they had been very carefully 
instructed, to fit them for such an employment. 
Hereupon Salome could not contain her an- 
ger, !>ut told all to Herod ; nor could licr tes- 
timony be suspected, since it was against her 
own son-in -law’. There w'as also another ca- 
lumny that ran abroad, and infiamed the 
king’s mind ; for he heard that these sons ov 
I his perpetually speaking of their mo- 

j ther, and, among their lamentations for her, 

; did not abstain from cursing him ; and tlia^ 

I when he made presents of any of Mariamne’.-i 
garments to his later wives, these threatened, 
that in a little time, instead of royal garments 
they would clothe them in no better than hair- 
cloth. 

4. Now upon these accounts, though He- 
rod was somewhat afraid of the young men’s 
high spirit, yet did he not despair of reducing 
them to a better mind ; but before he went to 
Rome, W'hither he was now going by sea, ho 
called them to him, and partly threatened 
them a little, as a king ; but for the main, he 
admonished them as a father, and exhorted 
them to love their brethren ; and told them 
that he would pardon their former olTenccs, 
if they would amend for the time to come, 
But they refuted the calumnies that had been 
raised of them, and said they were false, and 
alleged that their actions were suflicient for 
their vindication ; and said withal, that he 
himself ought to shut his cars against such 

* That it was an immemorial custom among I he 
Jews, and their forefathers, the patriarchs, to buve 
sometimes more wives, or wives and concubines, than 
one at the same time, and that this polygamy was not 
directly forbidden in the law of Moses, is evident ; but 
that polygamy was ever properly and di.<«tiiictly permit- 
te<l in that law of Moses, in the places here cited by 
Dean Aldrich, Deut. xvii, 16, 17; orxxi, 15, or indeed 
any where else, does not appear to me. And what ou» 
Saviour says about the common Jewish divorces, which 
may lay much greater claim to such a permission than 
polygamy, seems to me true in this case al.so; that Mo- 
ses, “ for the hardness of their hearts," sufibred them 
to have seventi wives at the same time ; but that “ from 
the boginnnHi it was not so." Matt, xix, 8 ; Mark x, 5. 
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talcs, and not to be too easy in believing them, 
for that there would never be wanting those 
that would tell lies to their disadvantage, as 
long as any would give ear to them. 

5. When they had thus soon pacified him, 
as being their father, they got clear of Rie pre- 
sent fear they were in. Yet did they see oc- 
casion for sorrow in some time afterwards ; 
for they knew that Salome, as well as their 
uncle Pheroras, were tlicir enemies ; who were i 
both of them heavy and severe persons, and ' 
especially Pheroras, who was a f)artner with | 
Herod in all the affairs of the kingdom, ex- j 
cepting his diadem. lie had also a hundred 
talents of his own revenues, and enjoyed thoj 
advantage of all the land beyond Jordan, | 
which he had received as a gift from his bro- 
ther, w’ho had asked of Ca?sar to make him a 
tetrarch, as he was made accordingly. Herod 
had also given him a wife out of the royal! 
family, who was no other than his own wife's 
sister ; and after her death, had solemnly es- 
poused to him his own eldest daughter, with 
a dowry of three hundred talents ; but Phero- 
ras refin.ed to consummate this royal marriage, 
out of his afl’cclion to a maid-servant of his. 
Upon wliich account Herod was very angry, 
and gave that daughter in marriage to a bro- j 
ther’s son of his [Joseph], who was slain after- ■ 
ward by the Parthians ; hut in some time he ] 
lad asiiie his anger against Plieroras, and par- 
doned him, as one not able to overcome his 
foolish passion for the maid-servant, 

6. Nay, Pheroras had been accused long 
before, while the queen [Mariamne] was alive, 
as if he were in a plot to poison Herod ; and 
there came so great a number of informers, 
that Herod himself, though he wa.san exceed- 
ing lover of liis brethren, was brought to be- 
lieve what was said, and to be afraid of it also ; 
and wlitm he had brought many of those that 
were iiinler suspicion to the torture, he came: 
at last to Pheroras’s own friends; none ofj 
wl.om did openly confess the crime, but they 
owned that bo bad made preparation to take 
her wdio’u he loved, and run away to the Par- 
Miians. Costoharus also, the husband of Sa- 
lome, to whom the king had given her in mar- 
riage, alter her former husband had been put 
to death or adultery, was instrumental in 
bringing about this contrivance and flight of 
his. Nor did Salome escape all calumny upon 
herself ; for her brother Plieroras accused her, 
that she had mad^ an agreement to marry Sil- | 
lens, the procurator of Obodas, king of Arabia, I 
who was bitter enmity with Herod ; but 
when she was convicted of this, and of all that 
JMieroras had accused her of, she obtained her 
pardon. The king -dso pardoned Pheroras 
himself the crimes he had been accused of. 

7. But the storm of the whole family was 
removed to Alexander; and all of it rested 
upon his head. There were three eunuchs 
wlio were in the highest esteem with the king, 
as was plain by the offices they were in about 
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him ; for one of them was appointed to be bit 
butler, another of them got his supper ready 
for him, and the third pul him into bed, and 
lay down by him. Now Alexander had pre- 
vailed with these men, by large gifts, to let 
him use them after an obscene manner ; which, 
when it was told to the king, they were tor 
tured, and found guilty, and presently con 
fessed the criminal conversation he had with 
them. They also discovered the promises by 
which they weire induced so to do, and how 
they were deluded by Alexander, who had told 
them that they ought not to fix their hopes 
upon Herod, an old man, and one so shame- 
less as to colour his hair, unless they thought 
that would make him young again ; but thru 
they ought to fix their attention to him who 
was to be his successor in the kingdom, whe- 
ther he would or not ; and who in no long 
time would avenge himself on his enemies, 
and make his friends happy and blessed, and 
themselves in the first place ; that the men of 
1 power did already ])ay respects to A lexander 
privately, and that the captains of the soldiery, 
ind the officers, did secretly come to him. 

8. These confessions tii<l so terrify Herod, 
that he durst not immediately publish them ; 
but he sent spies abroad privately, by night and 
by day, who should make a close inquiry after 
all that w'as done and said ; and when any 
were but suspected j of treason] he put them to 
death, insomuch that the palace was full of hor- 
ribly unjust proceedings ; for every body for- 
ged calumnies, as they were themselves in a 
state of enmity or hatred against others ; and 
many there vvere who abused the king’s bloody 
passion to the disadvantage of those with 
whom they bad quarrels, and lies were easily 
believed, and punishments were inflicted soon, 
cr than the calumnies were forged. He who 
had just then beew accusing another, was ac- 
cused himself, and was led away to execution 
together with him whom he had convicted ; for 
the danger the king was in of his life made 
examinations be very short. He also proceed . 
ed to such a degree of bitterness, that he 
could not look on any of those that were not 
accused with a pleasant countenance, but was 
in the most barbarous disposition towards his 
own friends. Accordingly, he forbade a great 
many of them to come to court, and to those 
whom he had not j)owcr to punish actually, 
he spake harshly ; but for Antipater, he in- 
sulted Alexander, now he was under his mis- 
fortunes, and got a stout company of his kin- 
dred together, and raised all sorts of calumny 
against him ; and for the king, he was brought 
to such a degree of terror by those prodigious 
slanders and contrivances, that he fancied he 
saw Alexander coming to him with a drawn 
sword in his hand. So he caused him to be 
seized upon immediately and bound, and fell 
to examining his friends by torture, many of 
whom died [under the torture], but would 
discover nothing, nor say any thing against 
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tlieir consciences j but some of them, being 
forced to speak falsely by the pains they en- 
dured, »aid that Alexander, and his brother 
Aristobulus, plotted against him, and waited 
for an opportunity to kill him as he was hunt- 
ing, and then fly away to Rome. These ac- 
cusations, though they were of an incredible 
nature, and only framijd upon the great dis- 
tress they were in, were readily believed by 
the king, who thought it some comfort to 
him, after he had hound his son, that it might 
appear ho had not done it unjustly. 


CHAPTER XXV. 

ARCHELAUS PROCURES A RECONCILIATION BE- 
TWEEN ALEXANDER, PHERORAS, AND HE- 
ROD. 

§ 1. Now as to Alexander, since he perceived 
it impossible to persuade his father [that he 
was innocent], he resolved to meet his calami- 
ties, Iiow severe soever they w'ere ; so he com- 
posed four books against his enemies, and 
confessed that he had been in a plotj hut de- 
clared withal that the greatest part [of the 
courtiers] were in a plot with him, and chiefly 
Pheroras and Salome ; nay, that Salome once 
came and forced him to lie with lier in the 
night-time, whether he would or no. These 
books were put into Herod’s hands, and made 
a great clamour against the men in power. 
And now it was that Archelaus came hastily 
into Judea, as being aflfi-igh ted for his son-in- 
law and his daughter; and he came as a pro- 
per assistant, and in a very pendent manner, 
and by a stratagem he obliged the king not to 
execute what he had tlireatened ; for wlicn he 
w’as come to liini, he cried out, ** Where in 
the W’orld is this wretched son-in-law of mine ? 
Where shall I see the hc?ad of him who had 
contrived to murder his father, which I will 
tear to pieces with my own hands ? I will do 
the same also to my daughter, who hath such 
a line husband ; fur although she be not a part- 
ner in the plot, yet, by being tlie wife of such 
a creature, she is polluted. And J cannot 
but admire at thy patience, against w’hom this 
plot is laid, if Alexander bo still alive; floras 
I came with what haste I could from Cappa- 
docia, I expected to And him put to death for 
his crimes long ago ; but still, in order to 
make an examination with thee about my 
daughter, whom, out of regard to thee, and 
thy dignity, I had espoused to him in mar- 
riage, but now we must take counsel about 
them both ; and if thy paternal affection be so 
great, that thou canst not punish thy son, who 
hath plotted against thee, let us cliangc our 
right hands, and let us succeed one to the 
oUier in expre.ssiiig our rage upon this occa- 
sion.** 

52. When he had made this pompous decla-^ 


ration, he got Herod to remit of his anger, 
thougli he w'as in disorder, who thereupon 
gave him the books which Alexander liad 
composed to be read by him ; and as he came 
to every head, he considered of it, together 

I with Herod. So Archelaus took hence tlie 

j occasion for that stratagem which he made 
use of, and by degrees he laid the blame on 

j these men wliose names were in these books, 
and cspeci.ally upon Pheroras; and when he 
saw that the king believed him [to be earnest] 
he said, “ We must consider wdiether the 
young man be not himself plotted against by 
such a number of wicked wretches, and not 
thou plotted against by the young man ; tor 
I cannot see any occasion for his falling into 
so horrid a crime, since he enjoys the advan- 
tages of royalty already, and has the expecta- 
tion of being one of thy successors ; 1 mean 
this, unless there were some persons that 
persuade him to it, and such persons as make 
an ill use of the facility they know there is to 
persuade young men; for by such persons, 
not only young men are sometimes imposed 
upon but old men also; and by them some- 
times are the most illustrious families and 
kingdoms overturned.” 

3. Herod assented to what he had said, and, 
by degrees, ab.ited of his anger against Alex- 
ander; but was more angry at Pheroras, who 

j perceiving that the king’s inclinations changed 

I on a sudden, and that Arciiclaus’s friendship 
could do every thing with him, and that he 
had no honourable method of preserving him- 
self, he procured his safety by his impudence. 
So he left Alexander, and had recourse to 
Archelaus ; who told Iiiin that lie did not see 
how he could get him excused, now he was 
directly caught in so many crimes, wdicreby 
it was evidently demonstrated that he had 
plotted against the kin id had been the 
cause of those misfortunes which the young 
man was now under, unless he would more- 
over leave off his cunning knavery and his 
denials of v/hat he was cliarged withal, and 
confess the ch.irge, and implore pardon of his 
brother, wlio still had a kindness for him ; but 
that if he would do so, he would aflbrtl him 
all the assistance he was able. 

4. With this advice Pheroras complied, 
and, putting himself into such a liabit as 
might most move compassion, he came with 
black cloth upon his body, ..and tears in his 
eyes, and threw himself down at Herod’s feet 
and begged his pardon for what he had doiv. 
and confessed that he had acted very wicked, 
ly, and was guilty of every thing that he had 
been accused of, and lamented that disorder 
of bis mind and distraction which his love tc 
a w'oman, he said, liad brought him to, Sr 
when Archelaus had brought Pheroras to ac- 
cuse and hear w itness against himself, he ther 
made an excuse for him, and mitigated He- 
rod’s anger towards himj and this by using 

I certain domestic examples; for thar when he 
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had suffered much greater mischiefs from a 
brother of his own, he preferred the obliga- 
tions of nature before the passion of revenge; 
because it is in kingdoms as it is in gross 
bodies, where some member or other is ever 
swelled by the body’s weight; in which case 
it is not proper to cut off such member, but 
to heal it by a gentle method of cure. 

5. Upon Archelaus’s saying this, and much 
more to the same purpose, Herod’s displea- 
sure against Pheroras was molified ; yet did 
he persevere in his own indignation against 
Alexander, and said he would have his daugh- 
ter divorced and taken away from him, and 
this till he had brought Herod to that pass, 
that, contrary to his former behaviour to him, 
he petitioned Archelaus for the young man, 
and that he wouM let his daughter continue 
espoused to him ; but Arclielaus made him 
strongly believe that he would permit her to 
be married to any one else, but not to Alex- 
ander ; because he looked upon it as a very 
valuable advantage, that the relation they had 
contracted by that affinity, and the privileges 
that went along with it, might be preserved : 
and wdienthc king said that his son would take 
it for a great favour done to Jiim if he would 
not dissolve the marriage, especially since they 
had already children between the young man 
and her, and since that wife of his was so well 
beloved by him, and that as while she remains 
his wife slie would be a great preservative to 
him, and keep him from oll’ending, as he hadj 
formerly done; so if slic should be torn away 
iroin him, she would be the cause of his fall- 
ing into despair ; because such young men's 
attempts are best mollified when they are di- 
verted from them by settling their alfections at 
home. So Archelaus complied with what 
Herod desiied, but not without difficulty, and 
was both himself reconciled to the young man 
and reconciled his father to him also. How- 
ever, he said he must, by all means, he sent 
to Rome to discourse with Caesar, because he 
had alrcatly written a full account to him of 
this. W'hole matter. 

6 I'll us a period was put to Archelaus’s 
stratagem, whereby he delivered his son-in- 
,>aw out of t!ie dangers he was in ; but when 
these reton -iliations were over, they spent 
llieir litre in feastings and agreeable enter- 
tainments; and when Archelaus was going 
away, Herod inaduhiina present of seventy 
talents, with a gohfeu throne set with precious 
stones, and some eunuchs, and a concubine 
who was caLi. ’ Pannychis. He also paid 
due honours to every one of his friends ac- 
cording to their dignity. In like manner did 
all the king’s kindred^ I y his command, make 
glorious presents to Archelaus ; and so he 
was conducted on his way by Herod and his 
lobih'ty as far as Antioch. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

HOW KURYOLKS * CALUMNiATKD THK SONS OF 
MAUIAMNK; AND HOW liUAUATUS’s ArOLOGY 
HAD NO Ei*n:cT. 

§ 1. Now a little afterward there came into 
Judea a man that w'as much superior to Ar- 
chelaus’s stratagems, who did not only over- 
turn that reconciliation that Itad been so w’isely 
made with Alexander, but proved the occa- 
sion of his ruii^.. He was a Lacedemonian, 
and his name was Eurycles. He was so cor- 
rupt a man, that out of tlie desire of getting 
money, he chose to live under a king, for 
Greece could not suffice his luxury. He 
presented Herod with splendid gifts as a bait 
which he laid, in order to compass his ends, 
and quickly received them back again mani- 
fohl ; yet did he esteem bare gifts as nothing, 
unless he imbrued the kingdom in blood by 
his purchases. Accordingly, he imposed up- 
on the. king by flattering him, and by talking 
subtilely to him, as also by the lying encomi- 
ums wliich he made upon him : for as he soon 
perceived Herod’s blind side, so he said and 
did every thing that might please him, and 
thereby became one of his most intimate 
friends ; for both the king and all that were 
about him, had a great regard for this Spartan, 
on account of Ins country, f 

2. Now as soon as thiti fellow perceived 
the rotten parts of the family, and what quarrels 
the brothers had one w'ith anotlier, and in what 
disposition the father was towards each of them, 
he chose to take his lodging at the first in the 
house of Anlipater, but deluded Alexander 
with a pretence of friendship to him, and 
falsely tlaiined to be an old acquaintance of 
Archelaus ; for which reason he was presently 
admitted into Alexander’s familiarity as a 
fuitliful friend. He also soon recommended 
himself to liis brother Aristobnliis ; and when 
he had thus made trial of lliesc several persons, 
he imposed upon one of tliem by one method, 
and upon another by anoiher; but he was 
principally hired by Antipaier, and so betray- 
ed Alexander, and this by reproacliing Anti- 
pater, because, w'hile he w'as the eldest son, 
he overlooker] the intrigues of those who 
stood in the way of his expectations; and by 
reproaching Alexander, because he who was 

* This vile follow, Eurycles the Lacedemonian, seems 
to have been the same who is mentioned by Flutarcii, 
as (twenty-five years before) a conmunion to Mark An- 
tony, and as living with Herod ; wnenoe he might easi 
ly insinuate himself into the acquaintance of Herod’s 
sons, AntipaLcr and Alexander, as Usher, Hudson, and 
Spanheim, justly suppose. The reason why his being 
a Spartan rendered him acceptable to the Jews, as we 
here sec ho was, is visible from the public records of the 
.Jews and Spartans, owning tliosc Spartans tr) he of kin 
to the Jews, and derived from their common ancestoi 
Abraham, the first patriarch of the Jewish nation. An 
tiq. b. xii, chap, iv, sect. 10 ; b. xiii, ch.ip. v, sect. B 
and 1 Macc. chap, xii, vcr. 7. 

t See the preceding note. 
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born of a queen, and was married to a king's 
daughter, permitted one that was born of a 
mean woman to lay claim to the succession, and 
this when he had Archelaus to support him 
in the most complete m.'inner. Nor was his 
advice thought to be other than faithful by the 
young man, because of his pretended friend- 
ship with Archelaus: on which account it was 
that Alexander lamented to him Antipater*s 
behaviour with regard to himself, and this 
without concealing any thing from hitu ; and 
now it was no wonder if Herod, after he had 
killed their mother, should deprive them of 
her kingdom. Upon this Eurycles pretended 
to commiserate his condition, and to grieve 
with him. He also, by a bait that he laid for 
him, procured Aristdhulus to say the same 
things. I'hus did he inveigle both the bro- 
thers to make complaints of their father, and 
then went to Antipater, and carried these 
grand secrets to him. He also added a iiction 
of his own, as if his brothers had laid a plot 
against him, and were almost ready to come 
upon him with their drawn swords. For this 
intelligence he received a great sum of money, 
and on that account he coininended Aiitiputer 
before bis father, and at length undertook the 
work of bringing Alexander and Arisiolnilus 
to their graves, and accused them before their 
father. So he came to Herod and told him 
that he would save his life, as a requital for 
the favours he had received fiom him, and 
would preserve liis liglil [of life] hy way of 
retribution for his kind entertainment ; for that 
a sword had been long whetted, and Alex-j 
ander’s right hand had been long slretclied rmt 
against him ; but that he had laid impediments 
in his way, luevenled his sj)eed, and that by 
ending ust him in liis des gn : liow 

Alexander said, that Herod was nut contented 
to reign in a kingdom tbulbelongerl toothers, 
and to make dilapidations in their mothc'r’s 
government after he had killed her ; hut be- 
sides all this, that he intrudr.eed a s]>unous 
successor, and proposed to give the kingdom 
of their ancestors to that pestilent fellow Anti- 
pater : — that he would now appease the ghosts 
of Hyreanus and IMariamiie, by taking ven- 
geance on him ; for that it was not fit for him 
to take the succession to the government fron* 
such a father without bloodshed : that many 
things hajrpeii every day to provoke him so to 
do, insomuch that he can say nothing at all, but 
it aflbrds occasion for calumny against him; 
for that, if any ineiitiun be made of nobility 
or birth, even in oilier cases, be is abused un- 
jiKStly, while his father v»ouJd say that nobody, 
to be sure, is of noble birth but Alexander, 
and that bis father was inglorious for want of 
■uch nobility. If they be at any time liiint- 
ing, and he says rotljing, he gives o/feiice; 
and if be commends any body, they take it in 
way of jest : that they alw'ays ftiid their father 
unmercifully' severe^ and have no natural aftec- 
tion for any of them but for Anti pater ; on which 


accounts, if this plot does not take he is very 
willing to die; but that in case he kill his father 
he hath sufficient opportunity for saving him- 
self. In the iirst place, he hath Archelaus 
his father-in-law, to whom he can easily fly; 
and in the next place, he hath C®sar, w ho 
had never known Herod’s character to this 
day ; for that he shall not appear then before 
him with that dread he used to do w'heii his 
father was there to terrify him ; and that he 
will not then produce the accusations that 
concerned himself alone, but would, in the 
first place, openly insist on the calamities of 
their nation, and how they are taxed to death, 
and in what ways of luxury and wicked jjrac- 
tices that w'ealth is spent which was gotten hy 
bloodshed; wliut sort of persons they are tiiat 
get our riches, and to wliom those cities be- 
1 long, upon whom he bestows his favours ; 
jthal he would have inquiry made what be- 
came of his grandfather [ IJyrcanus], and his 
mother [TVJaiiamne], niul would tipenly jiro- 
claim the gross wickedness that was in the 
I kingdom ; on w hich accounts he should nut 
be dcimed a parricide. 

3. ^Vhen Eurycles had made t hi? j-orten- 
! tons speech, he greatly commended Antipa- 
i ter, as the only child that had ar aflcctioii fc) 
jhis father, ami on that account was an iinpe- 
j diluent to the other’s plot against him. Here 
i upon the king, w ho had hardly repressed his 
I anger uj)on the former accusations, wa.‘ exas- 
])erated to an incurable degree Al which 
time Antiputer took another oi casion U send 
in other persons to his father Ic accmm* his 
brethren, and to tell him that they had pri- 
vately discoursed with Jucundus and 'l yran- 
nu.s, who had once been masters of the Jioisc 
to the king, but for some oileiices Iind been 
put out of that bonoiirable employment. 
Ilerod was in a very great rage at these in- 
foi Illations, and presently ordered those men 
to be tuilured : yet did not they confess any 
thing of what the king liad been informed ; 
but a certain letter was produced, as writlen 
by Alexander to (lie governor of a castle, to 
desire liim to receive him and Aristobuliis 
into the castle when he liad killed bis failu r, 
and to give them weapons, and w hat other 
assistance he could, upon that occasion. Al- 
exander said that this letter was a I’orgeiy ol 
Diophantus. 'i bis Diojihantiis w-as the king 
secretary, a bold man, c^i.nning in coiiniei 
, felling any one’s hand ; and after be liad 
I counterfeited a great number, he was at last 
' put to death for it. Herod did also order the 
governor of the castle to be tortured ; but got 
nothing out of him of what the accusations 
suggested. 

I 4. Huw’cver, although Herod found the 
'proofs too weak, he gave order to have his 
sows kept in custody ; for till now they had 
been at liberty. He also called that pest of 
his family, and forger of all this vile accusa- 
tion, Eurycles, his saviour and benefactor. 
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and gave him a reward of fifty talents. Up- them. Now, as soon as they had sailed to 
on which he prevented any accurate accounts Rome and delivered the king’s letters to Ca;- 
that could come of what he had done, by go- sar, Ciesar was mightily troubled at the case 
ing immediately into Cappadocia, and there f the young men; yet did not he think he 
begot money of Archelaus, having the im- ought to take the power from the father of 
pudence to pretend that he had reconciled condemning his sons ; so he wrote back to 
Herod to Alexander. He thcMice passed over him, and appointed him to have tlie power 
into Greece, and used what he had thus wick- over his sons; hut said withal, that he would 
edly gotten to the like wicked purposes. Ac- do well to make an examination into this mat- 
cordingly, ho was twice accused before Carsar, ter of the plot against him in a public court, 
that he had filled Achaia with sedition, and and to take for his assessors his own kindred, 
had plundered its cities; so he was sent into and the governors of the province; — and if 
banishment. And thus was he punished for those sons he found guilty, to put them to 
what wicked actions he had been guilty of death ; hut il they appear to have thought of 
about Aristobulus and Alexander. no more than only flying away from him, 

5. But it will be now worth while to put that he should, in that case, moderate their 
Euaratijs of Cos in opposition to this Spar- punishment. 

tan ; for as he was one of Alexander’s most 2. With these directions Herod complied, 
intimate friends, and came to 1 in his tru- and came to Berytus, where Cfcsar had or- 
vels at the same time that Kurycles came ; so lered the court to be assembled, and got the 
the king put the question to him, whether judicature together. The presidents sat first, 
those things of wliich Alexander was accused as Cajsar’s letters had appointed, who were 
were true? He assured him upon oath that Saturninus and Pedanius, and their lieutenants 
he had never heard any such things from the that were with them, with whom was the pro- 
yoimg men ; yet did this testimony avail no- curator Voliimnius also; next to them sat the 
thing for the clearing those misci ahle crea- king’s kinsmen and friends, with Salome also, 
lures; for Herod was only disposed the most and Pheroras ; after whom sat the principal 
readily to hearken to what was made against men of all Syria, excepting Archclaus; for 
them, and every one was most ifgreeahle to Herod had a suspicion of him, because he 
him tliat would believe they were guilty, and was Alexander’s fiither-in-law. Yet did no» 
showed tlieir indignation at them. he produce his sons in open court ; and this 

w'as done very cunningly, for he knew well 
enougli that, had they hut appeared only, they 
would certainly have been pitied ; and if 
CIIAP'I’ER XXVII. withal they had been suflered to speak, Alex- 

ander would easily have answered what they 
itf.uuu, BY LMiSAlv’s oillBCilON, ACCUSKS HIS Were accuscd of ; but they were in custody at 
SONS AT Jii:u\TUS. TilKY AUK NOT KUO- Plataiie, fi village of the Sidonians. 
ul'ckd bkkouk tuk couut, ukt ykt are 3. So the king got up, and inveighed against 
cONUK.NiNEi); AND IN A LITTLE TIME ARE Ills SOUS Us if they were present; and as for 
SENT lo SEBASTK, AND STRANGLED TliERE. that part of the accusatiori that they had plot- 
ted against him, he urged it but faintly, be- 
^ 1 . Moreover, Salome cxasj>erated Il(?rod’s cause he was destitute of proofs ; but he in- 
cruclty against his sons; for Aristobulus was sisted before the assessors on the reproaclies, 
desirous to bring lier, w ho was his motlK r-in- and jests, and injurious carriage, and ten tlioii- 
law and liis aunt, infti tije like dangers with sand the like oU'ences against them, which 
tfiemselves: so he sent to her to take cai*e of were Jicavier than death itself; and when no- 
hero wn safiuy, and told her that the king body contra heted him, he moved theni to 

pri jjailng o put her to death, on account of pity his case, as though ne had been con- 
the accusa’.on that was laid against her, as if demned himself, now he had gained a bitter 
w hen she fo»'ine: ly endeavoured to marry her- victory against his sons. So he asked every 
self to Syllcus the Arabian, she had disco- one’s sentence; which sentence was first of 
vered ihe king’s grand secrets to him, who all given by Saturninus, and was this That 
was the king’s cficiny ; and this it was that he condemned the young men, but not to 
came as the last storm, and entirely sunk the death ; for that it was not fit for him, who 
young men .v ■ ) were in great danger before; had three sons of his own now present, to give 
for Salome came running to the king, and in - his vote for the destruction of the sons of ano- 
formed him of what admonition had been ther. The two lieutenants also gave the like 
given her ; whei eiqn n he could hear no vote ; some others there w'erc also who fol- 
longer, hut commanded both the young men lowed their example ; but Volumnius began 
lo he hound, and kept the one asunder from to vote on the more melancholy sidft and all 
the other. He also sent V'^olumnius, Ihe ge- those that came after him condemned the 
ncral of his army, to Ctesar immediately, as young men to die; some out of flattery, and 
also his friend Olympus with him, who car- some out of hatred to Herod ; hut none out 
ried the informatiuns in writing along with of indignation at their crimes And now aX 
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Syria and Judea U’as in great expectation, and 
waited for the last act of this tragedy ; yet did 
nobody suppose that Herod would be so bar- 
barous as to murder bis children ; however, 
he carried them away to Tyre, and thence 
sailed to Cesarea, and then he deliberated 
with himself w'hat sort of death the young 
men should siiifer. 

4. Now there was a certain old soldier of 
the king’s, whose name was Tero, who had 
a son that w^as very familiar witii, and a 
friend to Alexander, and who himself parti- 
cularly loved the young men. This soldier 
was in a manner distracted, out of the excess 
of the indignation he had at what was doing; 
and at first he cried out aloud, as he w'ent 
about, that justice was trampled under foot; 
that truth was perished, and nature confound- 
ed ; and that the life of man was full of ini- 
quity, and every thing else that passioji could 
suggest to a man W’ho spared not his own life; 
and at last he ventured to go to the king, and 
said, “Truly, I think, thou art a most miser- 
able man, when thou hearkenest to most wick- 
ed wretclies, against those that ought to be 
dearest to thee ; since thou hast frequently re- 
solved that riieroras and Salome sliould he 
put to death, and yet helievcst them against 
thy sons ; wliile these, by cutting off the suc- 
cession of thine own sons, leave all wholly to 
Antipater, and thereby choose to have tine 
such a king as may be thoroughly in tlitir 
own pow'er. However, cou^»illor whether this 
death of Antipater’s brethr. Ji will not make 
him hated by tlie soldiers ; i'or tliere is nobody 
but commiserates the young men ; and of the 
captains, a great many show their indignatlou 
at it openly.’’ Upon his saying this, he named 
those that had such indignation ; but the king 
ordered those men, with Tero himself, and Ins 
son, to be seized upon immedivately. 

5. At which lime there was a certain bar- 
ber, whose r>ame was Trypho. This man 
leaped out from among the people in a kind 
of madness, and accused himself, and said, 
“ this Tero endeavoured to persuade me also 
to cut thy throat with my razor when I trim- 
med thee ; and promised that Alexander 
should give me large presents for &o doing.” 
When Herod heard this, he examined Tero, 
with his son and the barber, by the torture; 
but as the others denied the accusation, and 
he said nothirrg farther, Herod gave or 
<ler that Tero should be racked more severe- 
ly : but his soti, out of pity to his father, pro- 
mised to discover the whole to the king, if he 
would grant [that his father should be no 
longer tortured]. When he had agreed to 
this, he said, that his father, at the persuasion 
of Alexander, had an intention to kill him. 
Now so9ie said this was forged, in order to 
free bis father IVotu his torments ; and some 
said it was true. 

6. And now Herod accused the captains 
and Tero in an assembly of tlie people, and 


brought the people together in a body against 
them ; and accordingly there were they put 
to death, together with [Trypho] the barber ; 
they were killed by the pieces of wood and 
the stones that were thrown at them. He al- 
so sent his sons to Sebaste,'a city not far from 
Cesarea, and ordered them to be there stran- 
gled ; and as what he had ordered w’as exe- 
cuted immediately, so he commanded that 
their dead bodies should be brought to the 
fortress Alexandrium, to be buried with Alex- 
ander, their grandfather by the mother’s side. 
And this was the end of Alexander and Aris- 
tobulus. 


CHAPTER XXVIir. 

HOW ANTIPATEll IS HATED OF ALL MKN ; AND 
HOW THE KING ESrOUSES THE SONS OK 
THOSE THAT HAD BEEN SLAIN TO HIS KIN- 
DUED ; BUT THAT ANTIPATEll MADE HIM 
CHANGE THEM FOR OTHER WO.MEN. OF 
Herod’s MARRIAGES and cihi.dhen. 

§ 1. But an intolerable hatred fell upon An 
tipater from the nation, though lie had now 
an indisijutable title to the succession; be- 
cause they'all kttt w tliat he was the person 
who contrived all the calumnies against his 
brethren. However, lie began to he in a ter- 
rible fear, as lie saw tlie posterity of tliose 
that had been slain growing up ; for Alex- 
auder bad two sons by Cilaphyra, Tygranes 
and Alexander; and Aristobulus had Herod, 
and Agrippa, and Aristobulus, his sons, with 
llerodias and Mariatnne, his daughters; and 
all by Bernice, Salome’s daughter. As for 
Glaphyra, Herod, as as he had kilk-d 

Alexander, sent her back, together with her 
portion, to Capadocia. He married JlcrnicOj 
Arisiobnlus’s daughter, to Anlipatcr’s uncle 
by his mother, and it was Aniipater win), in 
order to reconcile her to him, when she had 
been at variance witli fiim, contrived this 
match ; he also got into Plieroras’s favour, 
and into the favour of Caesar’s friends, by 
presents, and other ways of obsequiousness, 
and sent no small sums of money to Rome; 
Satiirniiius also, and his friends in Syria, 
were all wtdi replenished with tlie presents lie 
made them ; yet, the more he gave the more 
he was hated, as not making these presents 
out of generosity, but spcnlling his money out 
of fear. Accordingly it so fell out, that the 
receivers bore him no more good-will than 
fore, but tJiat those to whom he gave nothing 
were his more bitter enemies. However, he 
bestowed his money every day more and inoiv 
profusely, on observing that, contrary to his 
expectations, the king was taking care about 
the orphans, and discovering at the same time 
his repentance for killing their fathers, by Ins 
commiseration of those that sprang from them. 
2 Accordingly, Herod got together Id" 
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kindred and friends, and set before them tlie 
children, and with his eyes full of tears, said 
thus to them : “ It was an unlucky fate that 
took away from me these childreirs fathers, 
which children arc recoinmendcfl to me by 
that natural commiseration which their or- 
phan condition requ h< I 

deavonr, though 1 have been a most unfortu- 
nate father, to appear a better grandfather, 
and to leave these children such curators af- 
ter myself as are dearest to me. I therefore 
betroth thy daughter, Pheroras, to the elder of 
these brethren, the chihlren of Alexander, that 
thou inayest be obliged to take care of them, 
lalsobelroth to thy son, Antipatcr, the daugh- 
ter of Aristobulus ; be thou therefore a father 
to that orphan ; and my son Herod | Philip] 
shall have her sister, whose grand fit her, by 
the mother’s side, was high-priest. And let 
every one that loves me he of my sentiinent? 
in tliese dispositions, W'hom none that hath 
an allection for me will abrogate. And I 
])ray God that he will join these children 
together in marriage, to the advantage 
of my kingdom, and of my posterity ; and 
may he look down with eyes more serene 
upon them than he looked upon their fa - 1 
tilers !” 

lb While he spake these words, he wept, 
and joined the children’s right hands toge- 
ther ; after w liicli he embraced tliein every one 
after an afiectionatc manner, and dismissed 
the assembly. Upon this Antipatcr was in 
great disorder imino(Iiat< ly, and lamented 
publicly at what w'as done ; for he supposed 
that this dignity, which was conferred on these 
oi nliaiis, was for his own destruction, even in 
Ills father’s Hfe-tinie, and that he should run 
another risk of losing the government if 
Alexand r’s sons slionld have both Archelaus 
[a king , and Pheroras a Ulrarch, to support 
thctTi. He also considered how he was him 
S' if hated by the nation, and how tliey pitied 
these o.iih.iiis; how great an’ection the Jews 
bare to diuse brethren of bis when they were 
alive, and liow' gladly they roineinberetl them, 
now they had perished by his means. So he 
resolved by all the ways possible to get these 
fspousils lissolvod. 

4. Now' he was atVaifl of going subtilely 
about this matter with his father, wdio was 
haul to bo pleased, and was presently moved 
upon the least si/spicion: so be ventured to go 
to him directly, and to beg ol' him before his 
face, noL U doprive him of that liignity which 
he had been pleased to bestow upon him; 
and that he might lu t have the bare name of 
a king, while tlie pouer was in other persons; 
for that he shouUl ne\or be able to- keep the 
government, if Alexander’s son was to have 
both his grandfather Arclielans and Pheroras 
for his ciiiat(Ms ; and lie besought him ear- 
nestly, since there were so many of the royal 
family alive, that he would change those [in- 
tended] marriuge.i. Now the king had nine 


wives,* and children by seven of them; An- 
tipater was himself born of Doris, and He- 
rod [Philip] of Mariamne, the high. priest’s 
daughter; Antipas also and Archelaus wore 
by Malthace, the Samaritan, as wa.s his daugh- 
ter Olympias, which his brother Joseph’s -j- sou 
had married. By Cleopatra of Jerusalem he 
had Herod and Philip ; and by Pallas, Pha- 
saelus : he had also two daugliters, Roxana 
and Salome, the one by Phedra, and the other 
by Elpis ; he had also two wives who had no 
children, the one his first cousin, and the othei 
his niece ; and besides these lie had two daugh- 
ters, the sisters of Alexander and Aristobulus, 
by Mariamne. Since, therefore, the royal 
family was so numcroii.s, Antipater prayed 
him to change these intended marriages. 

5. When the king perceived what disposi- 
tion he wa.s in towards these orphans, he was 
angry at it, and a gusiiicion came into his 
niiiul as to those sons wiiom he had put to 
death, whether that had not been brought 
about by the false tales of Antipater ; so at 
Uiat time he made Antipater a long and a 
peevish answer, and bade him begone. Yet 
was he afterwards prevailed upon cunningly 
by Ids flatteries, and changed the marriages ; 
ho nuuried Aristobulns’s daughter to him, 
and his son to Pheroras’s daughter. 

6, Now one may learn, in this instance, 
how very much thi,:i flattering Antipatcr could 
do, — oven wliat Salome in the like circum- 
stancos could not do ; for when she, wlio was 
his sister, liad by tlio moans of Julia, Caesar’s 
wife, eanioslly desired leave to be married to 
Sylleiis the Arabian, Herod swore he would 

I esteem her his bitter enemy, unless she would 
I leave off that project : he also caused her, 
against her own consent, to be married to 
Alexis, a friend of his, and that one of her 
daughters should be married to Alexas’s son, 
and the other to Antipater’s uncle by the 
mother’s side. And for the daughters that 
the king had by Mariamne, the one was mar- 
ried to Antipater, his sister’s son, and the 
other to his brother’s son, Pliasaelus. 


CHAPTER XXtX. 

ANTIPATKtt BECOMES INTOLERABLE. HE IS 
SENT TO ROME, AND CARRIES HEEOD’s 
TESTAMENT WITH HIM. PHERORAS LEAVES 
lilS BUOTIIER, THAT HE MAY KEEP HIS WIFE. 
HE DIES AT HOME. 

§ 1. Now when Antipater had cut oflf the 

* Dean Aldrich takes notice here, that these nine 
wives of Heuxi were alive at tlic same time, and that 
if the celebrated Mariamne, who was now dead, be 
rcckoneti, those wives were in all ton. Yet it is remark- 
able that he had no more than fifteen children by them 
all. ' 

t To prevent confusion. It may not be amiss, with 
Dean Aldrich, to distinguish between four Josephs in 
tlie history of Herod. I. Joseph, Herod's uncle, and 



598 


WARS OF THE JEWS. 


BOOK I. 


hopes of the orphans, and had contracted such 
adinitiesas would be most for his own advan- 
tage, he proceeded briskly, as having a certain 
expectation of the kingdom ; and as he had 
now assurances added to his wickedness, he 
became intolerable; for not being able to avoid 
the hatred of all people, he built his security 
upon tho'terror he struck into them. Phe- 
roras also assisted him in his designs, looking 
upon him as already fixed in the kingdom. 
There was also a company of women in the 
court, who excited new disturbances ; for 
Pheroras’s w’ife, together with her mother 
and sister, as also Antipater’s mother, grew 
very impudent in the palace. Shu also w'as 
so insolent as toaflront tlie king’s two daiigh- 
ters,* on which account the king hated her to 
a great degree ; yet although these women 
were hated by him, they domineered over '' 
others : there was only Salome who opposed ! 
their good Jigrccment, and inidrined the king j 
of tlieir meetings, as not being for the advaii- 1 
tage of liis aflairs ; and when those women 
knew what calumnies she had raised against , 
them, and how much Herod was displeased, I 
they left ofl‘ their public meetings and friend- 1 
ly entcrtaininents of one another ; nay, on : 
the contrary, they pretended to quarrel one i 
with another when the king was within hear- j 
ing. The like dissimulation did Antipater 
make use of; and when matters were public, [ 
he opposed Pheroras ; but still (hey had pri- j 
vate cabals, and merry meetings in the night- j 
time ; nor did the observation of others do any ' 
more than confirm their mutual agreement, j 
However, Salome knew every tiling they did, , 
and told every tiling to Herod. j 

2. But he was inflamed with anger at them, j 
and chiefly at Pheroras’s wife ; lor Salome ; 
had principally accused her. So he got an j 
assembly of his friends and kindred together, 
and there accused this woman of many things, 
and particularly of the afl'ronts she had oller- 
cd his daughters ; and tliat she had supplied 
the Pharisees with money, by way of rew’ards 
for what they had done against him, and had 
procured his brother to become his enemy, 
by giving him love-potions. At lengtii be 
turned his sjjeech to Piieroras, and told him 
that he would give him his choice of these 
two things ; — Whether he W'ould keep in with j 
ois brother, or with his wife ? And when j 
Pheroras said that he certainly would die ra- 
her than forsake his wife,f — Herod, not 

the [second] husband of his sister .Salome, slain by 
Herod on act'ount of Mariamnc. 2. Joseph, llerod.s 

J Uffistor, or treasurer, slain on the same account. 3. 

oseph, Herod’s brother, slain in battle asain^t Antigo- 
nus. i. Joseph, Herod’s nejdiew, the husband of (Olym- 
pias, mt ntioned in Uiis ulaee. 

* These daughters oi Herod, whom Pheroras’s wife 
afl'ronted, were iialome an<l lloxana, two viigms, who 
were bom to Jiiro of his two wive., 1- ijiide and PJjcttra. 
See Herod’s genealogy, .\uti<i. b. xvn, el., i, sect. 5. 

t This strange obstinacy of Pheroras in rctammg Ins 
wife, who was one of a low family, and refusing to mar- 
ry one nearly related to Herod, though he so eurnestly 
desired it, as also that wife’s admission to llie euuneils 


knowing what to do farther in that matter 
turned his speech to Antipater, and charged 
him to have no intercourse either with Piie- 
roras’s wife, or with Pheroras himself, or with 
any one belonging to her. Now', though 
Antipatcr did not transgress that his injunc- 
tion publicly, yet did he in secret come to 
their night-meetings : and because he was a- 
fraid that Salome observed what he did, he 
procured, by the means of his Italian friends, 
that he might go and live at Rome ; for w hen 
they wrote that it was proper for AiUipatiT 
to be sent to Cresar for some time, Herod 
made no delay, but sent him, and that with a 
splendid attendance, and a great deal of mo- 
ney, and gave him his testament to carry witli 
him, — wherein Antipatcr had the kingdom 
bequeathed to him, and wlierein • Heroil was 
named for Antipater’s successor ; that Heiotl, 
I mean, who was the son of Mariam ne, the 
higli-priest’s daughter. 

3. SyllcLis ako, the Arabian, sailed to 
Rome, witliout any regard to Caesar’s injunc- 
tions, and this in order to oppose Antipater 
with all his might, as to that law-suit wliich 
Nicolaus had with him before. 'I'his Sylleus 
had also a great contest with Arelas iiis own 
king; for he had slain many others of Aretas’s 
friends, and particularly Soheinus, the most 
potent man in the city Petra. JSltireover, he had 
prevailed with Pliabatus, who was Herod’s 
steward, by giving him a great sum of money, 
to assist him against Herod ; but w hen Herod 
gave him more, lie induced him to leave Syl- 
leus, and by his means he demanded of him 
all (hat Cu'sar hail required of him to pay 
but when Sylleus paid nothing of what he w as 
to pay, and did also accuse Phabalus to Ca;. 
sar, and said that he was not a steward for 
Capsar s advantage, but for Herod’s, Phabatus 
was angry at him on that aeeount. but was 
still in very great esteem with Herod, and 
discovered .Sylleus’s grand secrets, and told 
tile king that Sylleus had corrupted Corin- 
I thus, one of the guards of his body, by brib- 
ing him, and of wliom he must therefore have 
a care. Accordingly the king complied ; for 
this Corinlhus, though he was brought up in 
Herod’s kingdom, yet was by bii th an Aialii- 
an ; so the king ordereil him to be taken np 
immediately, and not only him, but two other 
Arabians, who were caught with him ; the one 
of them was Sylleus's frieijd, the other the 
head of a tribe. These last, being put to the 
torture, confessed that they had prevailed willi 
Corintlius, for a large sum of money, to kill 

of the other great '»v>\irt-la<lies, together with Heml'i 
own importunity as to Pherorus’s divoroc ami otlur 
marriage, allvo remarkable here, or in the Antiq. h- 
xvii, eh. ii, scetl; and eh. iii, sivt 3. cannot be well 
aecnuntctl for, but on the siipposal tiuit IMieioras be- 
lieved, and Herod .susjieded, that the J*harisees’ lue- 
diction, .'is if the crown uf Judea slioidd be translated 
from Herod to Pheioras’s posterity, and that most pro- 
bably to Pheroras’s posterity by this his wife, also would 
prove true. See Antiq. h. xvii, eh. ii, seel, i : and eli 
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Herod ; and when they had been farther ex- 
amined before Saturninus, the president of 
Syria, they were sent to Rome. 

4. However, Herod did not leave offimpor- 
tuiiing Plieroras, but proceeded to force him to 
put away his wife ; yet could he not devise 
any way by which he could bring the woman 
herself to punishment, although he had many 
causes of hatred to her ; till at length he was 
in such groat uneasiness at her, that he cast 
both her and his brother out of his kingdom. 
Plieroras took this injury very patiently, and 
went away into his own tetrarchy [Perea, be- 
yond Jordan], and sware that there should be 
but one end put to his dight, and that should 
be Herod’s death ; and that he w'ould never 
return while he was alive. Nor indeed would 
he return when his brother was sick, although 
he earnestly sent for him to come to him, be- 
cause he had a mind to leave some injunc- 
tions with him before he died : but Herod 
nnevpectedly recovered. A little afterward 
Plieroias himself fell sick, w'hen Herod 
shew ed great moderation ; for he came to him 
and ])itied his case, and took care of hitn : but 
his alfoction for him did him no good, for Phe- 
roras dieH a little afterward. Now', though 
Herod luut so great an alfectiou for him to the 
last day of his life, yet was a report spread 
abroad that he had killed him by poison. 
How’ever, he took care to have his dead body 
carried to Jenisalent, and ajipointed a very 
great mourning to the whole nation for him, 
and bestowed a most pompous funeral upon 
him ; and this was the end that one of Al- 
i xaiuler’s and Aristobulus’s murderers came 


CHAPTKU X\\. 

w,ij;N IlKUOD MADi; IN(iUlHY ABOUT 

llAs's OllAl'H, A DISrOVliUY W'A.SMADK THAT 
ANTM .» rial had I’HITAUI.D A POLSO.NOUS 
DHAIT.HT FOR HIM. HUllDl) CASTS DORIS 

a: 1) hi;h accompmcks, as also maiuamnk, 
ou r or Tin-: palace, and blots her son 
HERO!) '.UT OF IIIS TESTAMENT. 

§ 1. But now the punishment was transfer- 
red unto the original autlior. Antipater, and 
took its rise froiji the death of Plieroras ; for 
certain of his freed-mea came w-ith a sad 
countenance the king, and told him that 
his brother had been destroyed by poison, and 
that his wife had brought him somewhat that 
was prepared after an unusual manner, and 
that upon his eating it, he presently fell into 
his distemper ; that Antipater*s mother and 
.^i.ster, two days before, brought a woman out 
of Arabia that w'as skilful in mixing such 
drugs, that she might prepare a love-potion 
for Plieroras ; aiul that, instead of a love-po- 
tion, she had given him deadly poison ; and that 
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this was done by the management of Sy Ileus, 
who was acquainted with that woman. 

2. The king was deeply affected with so 
many suspicions, and had the maid-servants 
and some of the free women also tortured ; 
one of whom cried out in her agonies, “ May 
that God that governs the earth and the heaven, 
punish the author of all these our miseries. 
Antipater’s mother !” The king took a handle 
from this confession, and proceeded to inquire 
farther into tlie truth of this matter. So this 
w'oinan discovered the friendship of Antipa- 
ter’s mother to Plieroras and Antipater’s wo- 
men, as also their secret meetings, and that 
Plieroras and Antipatcr had drank with them 
for a whole night together as they returned 
from the king, and would notsufl’er any body, 
cither man-servant or maid-servant, to be 
there ; while one of the free women discover- 
ed the whole of the matter. 

3. Upon this, Herod tortured the maid- 
servants, every one by themselves separately ; 
who all unanimously agreed in the foregoing 
discoveries, and that accordingly by agree- 
ment they went away, Antipater to Rome, 
and Pheror.'is to Perea ; for that they often- 
times talked to one another thus ; — That after 
Herod had slain Alexander and Arisiobulus, 
he would fall upon them, and upon their 
wives, because, after he had not spared Mari- 
amne and her children, he w'ould spare nobo- 
dy ; and that for this reason it was best to get 
as far off the w’ild beast as they were able 
and that Antipater oftentimes lamented his 
ow n case before his mother ; and said to her, 
that he had already grey hairs upon his head, 
and that his father grew younger again every 

! day, and tliat perhaps death would overtake 
him before he sliould begin to be a king in 
earnest; and that in ease Herod should die, 
w hich yet nobody knew w'licn it would be, the 
enjoyment of the succession could certainly be 
but for a little time j for that these heads of 
Hy<lra, the sons of Alexander and Arislobu- 
liis, were grow'ing up: that he was deprived 
by his faliier of the hopes of being succeeded 
by his children, for that his successor after his 
death w'as not to he any one of his own sons, 
hut Herod the son of Mariainne : — that in 
this point Herod was plainly distracted, to 
think that Ids testament should therein take 
place ; for he w'ould take care that not one of 
his posterity should remain, because he was, 
of all fathers, the greatest hater of his chil- 
dren. Yet does he hate his brother still worse ; 
w hence it was that he a w'hile ago gave him- 
self a liundrcd talents, that he should not 
have any intercourse with Pheroras. And 
when Pheroras said, wdierein have w'e done 
him any harm ? Antipater replied, “ I wish 
he wouhl but deprive us of all we have, anti 
leave us naked and alive only ; but it is in- 
deed impossible to escape this wild beast, who 
is thus given to murder ; who w ill not permit 
us to love any person openly, although we Ite 
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together privately ; yet may we be so openly 
loo, if we are but endowed with the courage 
and the hands of men.** 

4 . These things were said by the women 
upon the torture ; as also that Pheroras re- 
solved to fly with them to Perea. Now He- 
rod gave ciedit to all they said, on account of 
the affair of the hundred talents ; for he had 
had no discourse with any body about them, but 
only with Antipatcr. So he vented his atiger 
first of all against Antipater’s mother, and 
took away from her all tlje ornaments which 
he had given her, which cost a great many 
talents, and cast her out of the palace a second 
time. He also took care of Pheroras’s wo- 
men after their tortures, as being now iccon- 
dled to them ; but be was in great consterna- 
tion himself, and inflamed upon every sus- 
picion, and bad many innocent persons led to 
tlio torture, out of his fear, lest he should per- 
haps leave any guilty person untortured, 

5. And now it was that he betook himself 

to examine Antipater of Samaria, who was 
the steward of [his son] Antipater; and upon 
lorturin^ him, he learned that Antipater had 
sent for a potion of deadly poison for him out 
of Egypt, by Autiphilus, a companion of his; 
that Theudioj the uncle of Antipater, had it 
from him, and delivered it to Pheroras ; for 
that Antipater had charged him to take his 
father ofl’ while he was at Rome, and so free 
him from the suspicion of doing it himself ; 
that Pheroras also committed this potion to 
his w'ife. Then did the king send for her, 
and bade her bring to him w'hat she had re- 
ceived immediately. So she came out of her 
house as if she would bring it with her, but 
threw herself down from the top of the house, ! 
in order to prevent any examination and tor- j 
ture from the king. However, it came to 
pass, as it seems by the providence of God, ] 
when he intended to bring Antipater to pu-| 
nishment, that she fell not upon her head but 
upon other parts of her body, and escaped. 
The king, w hen she was brought to him, took 
care of her (for slie was at first quite senseless 
upon her fall), and asked her wljy she iiad 
thrown herself dow-n ; and gave her his oath, 
that if she would speak the real truth, he 
w'ould excuse her from ])unishment ; but that 
if she concealed any thing, he would have her 
body torn to pieces by torments, and leave no 
part of it to be buried. ^ 

6. Upon this the woman paused a little, 
and then said, “ why do I spare to speak of 
these grand secrets, now Pheroras is dead ! 
that w'ould only tend to save Antipater, who 
is all our destruction. Hear then, O king, 
and be thou, and God himself, who cannot be 
deceived, witnesses to the truth of what I am 
going to say. When thou didst sit weeping 
by Pheroras as he was dying, then it was iliat 
he called me to him, and said, — * My dear 
wife, I have been greatly mistaken as to the 
disposition of my brother towards me, and 


have hated him that is so affectionate to me, 
and have contrived to kill him who is in such 
disorder for rnc before I am dead. As foi 
myself, 1 receive the recompense of iny im- 
piety ; but do thou bring what imison w'as left 
wdth us by Antipater, and which thou keepest, 
in order to destroy him, and consume it Im 
mediately in the fire in my sight, that I may not 
be liable to the avenger in the invisible world. 
This I brought as he bade me, and emptied 
the greatest part of it into the fire, but re 
served a little of it for my own use against un 
certain futurity, and out of my fear of thee.'’ 

7. When she had said this, she brought 
the box, which had a small quantity of tliis 
potion in it ; but the king let her alone, and 
transferred the tortures to Anti]jhiJus’s mo 
ther and brother; who both confessed that 
Antiphilus brought the box out of Egypt, 
and that they had received the potion from a 
brother of his, w'ho was a physician at Alex- 
andria. Then did the ghosts of Alexander 
and Aristobulus go roiiiui all the palace, and 
became the inquisitors and discoverers of wliat 
could not otherwise have been found out, and 
brought such as were the freest from suspi- 
cion to be examined ; whereby it was disco- 
covered that Mariamne, the high-priests 
daughter, was conscious of this plot ; and her 
very brothers, when they w'ere tortured, de- 
clared it so to be. Whereupon tlie king 
avenged this insolent attempt of the mother 
upon her son, and blotted Herod, whom he 
had by her, out of his testament, who ha(\ 
been before mimed therein as successor 
Antipater. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

ANTH'ATKK is CONVICTll) IJY UAi'HYLLUS; BUT 
HE STILL IlLTURNS FROM ROME, ^VITHOU'I 
KNOWING IT. HEROD BRINGS HIM TO HIS 
TRIAL. 

§ 1. After these things were over, Rathyl 
lus came under examination, in order to con- 
vict Antipatcr, who proved the concluding 
attestation to Aulipatei’s designs; for indeed 
he was no other tlian his freed-ii Tliis 
man came, and brought another deadly po- 
tion, the poison of asps a^nd the juices of 
other serpents, that if the first potion did not 
do the business, Pheroras and his wife niiglit 
be armed w'ith this also to destroy the king. 
He brought also nii addition to Antipater ’s 
insolent attempts against his father, which was 
the letters which he wrote against his breth- 
ren, Archelaus and Philip, who were the 
king’s sons, and educated at Rome, being 
yet youths, but of generous dispositions 
Antipater set himself to get nd of these as 
soon as he could, tliat tliey might not he 
prejudicial to hw hopes • and to that end he 
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forged letters against them, in the name of 
his friends at Rome. Some of these he cor- 
rupted by bribes, to write how they grossly 
reproaclied their father, and did openly be- 
wail Alexander and Aristobulus, and were 
uneasy at tlieir being recalled ; for their fa- 
ther had {dready sent for them, which was 
the very thing timt troubled Antipatcr. 

2. Nay indeed, while Antipater was 
Judea, and before he was upon his journey 
to Rome, he gave money to have the like 
letters against them sent from Rome, and then 
came to his father, who as yet had no suspicion 
of him, apologized for his brethren, and alleged 
on their behalf, that some of the things con- 
tained in those letters were false, and others 
of them were only youthful errors. Yet at 
the same time that he expended a great deal 
of his money, by making presents to such as 
wrote against his brethren, did he aim to 
bring his accounts into confusion, by biiyin 
costly garments, and carpets of various con- 
textures, with silver and gold cups, and a 
great many more curious things, (hat so. 
among the very great expenses laid out upon 
such furniture, he might conceal the money 
he had used in hiring men [to write the let- 
ters] ; for he brought in nu account of his ex- 
penses, amounting to tw'o hundred talents, hi* 
main pretence for which, was the law-sui 
that he liad been in with Sylleus. So whilt 
.ill his rogueries, evcMi those of a lesser sort 
wc.''0 covered by his groat villafjy, w^liilo al 
die examination.s by torture proclaimed hi 
attempt to murder his father, and the letters 
proclaimed his second attempt to murder his 
brethren,-— yet tlid no one of tho.se that came 
to Home inform him of his misfortunes in 
Judea, although seven months had iiitervencil 
betw'een lii^^ conviction and his retur , ^ 

great ivas the hatred which tliey a bore to j 
liim. And perhaps they were the liosts of 
tho.‘ .' bretluen of histiiat had been lunrdered, 
that stoi>} ed the mouths of those that intended 
to have tci!J him. He then wrote from Rome, 
ai d informed his [friends] that he would soon 
come to them, and how he was dismissed w'ith 
;u>nour by ( a'sar. 

ft. Now .oe king being desirous to get 
this plotter against him into his hands, and 
being also afraid lest he should some way 
come to the knowledge how his ailaii’s stood, 
and be upon his guard, he dissembled his 
anger in his epistle to him, as in other points 
he wrote kim'-v to him, and desired him to 
make liastc, because, if he came quickly, he 
w'ould then lay aside the complaints he had 
against his mother ; for Antipatcr was not ig- 
norant that his mother had been expelled out 
of the palace. However, he had before receiv- 
ed a letter, which contained an account of the 
death of Plieroras, at Tarentum,* — and made 

» This Tarentum lias coins still extant, as Keland in- 
forms us here In his note. 


great lamentations at it ; for which some com- 
Tiended him, as being for his own uncle; 
bough probably this confusion arose on ac 
count of his having thereby failed in his plo 
[on his father’s life] ; and his tears were more 
for the loss of him that w'as to have been sub 
servient therein, than for [an uncle] Plieroras : 
moreover, a sort of fear came upon him as tc 
his designs, lest the poison should have been 
discovered. However, when he was in Cili- 
cia he received the forementioned epistle from 
iiis father, and made great haste accordingly. 
Rut when he had sailed to Ceicndcris, a sus- 
picion came into his mind relating to his mo- 
ther’s misfortunes ; as if his soul foreboded 
some mischief to itself. Those therefore of 
his friends who were tlie most considerate, 
advLsed him not rashly to go to bis father, till 
le bad learned what were the occasions why 
lis mother had been ejected, because they 
were afraid that he might be involved in the 
calumnies that had been cast upon his mother ; 
but those that were less considerate, and had 
more regard to (heir own desires of seeing 
their native country than to Antipator’s safe-- 
ty, persuaded him (o make haste home, and 
not, by delaying his journey, alTord liis father 
ground for an ill suspicion, and give a handle 
to those that raised stories against him ; for 
that in case any thing had been moved to his 
disailvantagc, it was tiwing to his absence, 
which durst not have been done had he been 
present and they said it w'as absurd to de- 
prive himself of cei iain happiness, for the sake 
of an uncertain suspicion, and not ratlier to 
return to his father, and take the royal autho- 
rity upon him, which ivas in a state of iluctu- 
alion on his account only. Antipatcr com- 
plied with this last advice; for Providence 
hurneef him on [to his de.strueiion So he 
passed over the sea, and landed at SebasUis, 

I the haven of Cesaiva. 

1 4. And here he found a perfect and unex- 

j peeled solitude, while every body avoided 
jhim, and nobody durst come at him; for he 
etjualiy hated by all men ; and now 
that hatred had liberty to show itself, and the 
dread men were in of the king’s anger made 
men keep from him ; for the whole city [of 
Jerusalem] was filled with the rumours about 
Antipatcr, and Anti pater himself was the only 
person who was ignorant of them ; for as i 
man was dismissed more magnificently when 
he liegail his voyage to Rome, so was no man 
now received back with greater ignominy. 
And indeed he began already to suspect what 
misfortunes there were in Herod’s family : 
yet did he cunningly conceal his suspicion; 
and while he was inwardly ready to die foi 
fear, he put on a forced boldness of counte- 
nance. Nor could he now Hy any whither, 
nor had he any way of emerging out of the 
difficulties which encompassed him ; nor in-. 
deed had he even there any certain intelligencts 
of the affairs of the royal family, by reason 
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of the threats the king had given out ; yet condemn me beforehand, but let^ thy ears be 
had he some small hopes of better tidings, unbiassed, and attend to my defence ; for it 
for perhaps nothing had been discovered ; or, thou wilt give me leave, I will demonstrate 
if any discovery had been made, perhaps he that I am innocent. 

should be able to clear Jmnself by impudence 2. Hereupon Herod cried out to him to 
and artful tricks, which were the only things'hold his peace, and spake thus to Varus;— 
he relied upon for his deliverance. ' * I cannot but think that thou, Varus, and 

S, And with these hopes did he every other upright judge, w’il I determine that 

himself, till he came to the palace, without Antipater is a vile wretch. I am also afraid 
any friends with him ; for these were affVont- that thou wilt abhor my ill fortune, and judge 
ed, and shut out at the first gate. Now Va- nie also myself worthy of all sorts of cala- 
rus, the president of Syria, happened to be mity for begetting such children ; while yet I 
in the palace [at this juncture] ; so Antipater ought rather to be pitied, who iiave been so 
went in to his father, and, putting on a bold aftectionate a father to such wretched sons ; 
face, he came near to salute him. But He- for when I had settled the kingdom on my 
rod stretched out his hands, and turned his former sons, even when they were young, and 
head away from him, and cried out, “ Even when, besides the charges of their education 
this is an indication of a parricide, to be de- at Rome, 1 had made them the friends of 
sirous to get me into his arms, when he is Ctesar, and made them envied by other kings, 
under such heinous accusations. God con- 1 found them plotting against me. 7'hese 
found thee, thou vile wretch ; do not thou have been put to death, and that, in a great 
touch me till thou hast cleared thyself of measure, for the sake of Antipater; for as he 
these crimes that are charged upon thee. I was then young, and appointed to be mysiic- 
appoint thee a court where thou art to be ccssor, I took care chielly to secure him from 
jftdged j and this Varus, who is very seasona- danger: but this profligate wild beast, when 
hly here, to be thy judge ; and get thou thy he had been over'and aliove satiated with that 
dcfenc'e ready against to-morrow, for I give patience which 1 showed him, he made use nf 
thee so inuclitimeto prepare suitable excuses that abundance I had given him against my- 
for thyself.*’ And as Antipater w'as so con- self ; for 1 se» med to him to live too long, 
founded, that he was able to make no answer and he was vt ry uneasy at tlie old ago I had 
lo this charge, he w’ent aw’ay ; hut his mother .’d at; no> tould he stay any longer, hut 
and wife came to him, and told him of all the would he a kii»g by ])aniei(ie. And justly 1 
evidence they had gotten against him. Here- am served by h m for bringing In'rn hack out 
upon he recollected himself, and considered of tlie country to court, when he was of nc 
what defence he should make against the ac- esteem before, and for thrusting out tliose 
eusaUons. sons of mine that were born of the queen, 

.and for making him a successor to my domi- 
nions. I confess to tliee, O Varus, flic great 
folly I was guilty of; for I provoked those 
CHAPTER XXXIl. sons of mine to act against me, aiul cut off 

their just expectations for the sake of Anti 
axTiPATEH IS ACCUSED BEFOliE VARUS, AND pater ; and indeed what kindness did I do to 
IS CONVICTED OF LAYING A PLOT [AGAINST them, that coiild equal what 1 have (lone to 
HIS FATHER ! BY THE STRONGEST EVIDENCE. Aiitipater ! to whom I have, ill a maniur, 
llEllOD PUTS OFF HIS PUNISHMENT TILL HE yielded lip my royal autimrity while I am 
SFIOULD BE RECOVERED, AND IN THE MEAN alive, and whom J Jiavo ojH'uly named for 
TIME ALTERS HIS TESTAMENT. tlic succcssor to my dominions in my tesia- 

ment, and given him a yearly revenue of his 
§ 1. Now the day following, the king assein- own of fifty talents, and supplied him with 
bled a court of Irs kinsmen and friemls, and money to an extravagant degree out of iny 
called in Antipater’s friends also. Herod own revenue ; and when he was about to sail 
himself, with Varus, were the presidents; and to Rome, I gave him three hundred talents 
Herod called for all the witnesses, and order- and recommended him, and him alone of all 
cd them to he brought in ; among whom some my cnildren, to Ca*sar, atf his father’s deli- 
of the domestic i^'rvants of Antipater’s mo- verer. Now what crimes were tlicse other 
ther were brought in also, who had hut a little sons of mine guilty of like those of Antipa- 
while before been cni ght, as they wore carry- ter ! and what evidence was there brought 
ing tho following le„.cr from her to her son ; against them so strong as there is to demon- 
Since all tliose things have been already strate this son to have plotted against me! 
discovered to thy i^dier, do not thou come to Yet docs this parricide presume to speak for 
him, unless thou canst procure some assistance himself, and hopes to obscure the truth by 
from C^sar. ” When this and the other wit- | his cunning tricks. Thou, O Varus, must 
nesses were introduced. Antipater came in, guard thyself against him; for I know the 
and falling on his face before his father's feet, wild beast, and I foresee how plausibly ho 
he said, ** Father, I beseech thee, do not thou [will talk, and his counterfeit lamentation 



CTIAP. XXXII. 


WARS OF THE JEWS. 


This was be wbo exhorted me to have a care envy, 0 miseraWe man! 
of Alexander, when he was alive, and not to undergo tin's bitter absence, and thereby afford 
intrust my body with all men ! This was ho a great opportunity for envy to arise a<^ainst 
who came to my very bed, and looked about, thee, and a long space for such as were laying 
iest any one should lay snares for me/ This designs against thee ! Yet was I absent, father 
was he who took care of iny sleep, and se- on thy affairs, that Sy Ileus might not treat thee 
cured me from any fear of danger, who com- with contempt in thine old age. Rome is a 
forted me under the trouble I was in upon witness to rny filial atfection, and so is Caesar 
the slaughter of my sons, and looked to see e ruler of the habitable earth, who often- 


what afifection my surviving hrclhren bore imes called me Phi lopater. • Take here the 


me ! This was my protector, and the guar- etters he hath ijcnt thee, they are more to he 
dian of my body! And when 1 call to mind, )elicvefl than the cahminies raised here; these 
O Varus, his craftiness upon every occasion, Ltters are my only apology ; these 1 use as 
and his art of dissembling, I can hardly he- !,e demonstration of that natural affection I 


lieve that I am still alive, and I wonder how 
I have escaped such a deep plotter of mis- 
chief! However, since some fate or other 
makes my house desolate, and perpetually 
raises up those that are dearest to me against 
me, I will, w'iih tears, lament my har<l for- 
tune, and privately groan under my lonesome 
condition ; yet am I resolve<l that no one who 
thirsts afier my blood shall escape punish- 
ment, altliougli the evidence sliould extend 
itself to all »ny sons. 

3. Upon Herod’s saying this, he was 
ntoiTupted by the confusion he was in ; but 
ordered Nicolaus, one of his friends, to pro- 


'lave to thee. Remember, that it was against 
iiy own choice that I sailed [to Rome], as 
nowing the latent hatred that was in the 
ingdom against me. It was thou, O father, 
owever unwillingly, w'ho hast been my ruin, 
•y forcing me to allow time for the calumnies 
gainst me, and envy at me. However, I am 
L*ome hither, and am ready to hear the evid- 
ncc there is against me. If I be a parricide, I 
ave passetl by land and by sea, without suffer- 
ngany misfortune on either of them : but tliis 
netlunl of trial is no advantage to me ; for it 
seetns, O father, that I am already condemned, 
l)oth before Gofl anti before thee ; and as I am 


dute the evidence against Atitiputer. Butin already condemned, I beg that thou wilt not be- 
tho mean time Antipater lifted up bis head lieve the others that Imvc been tortured, but let 


(for be lay on the ground helbre his father’s 
feet) and cried out aloud, “ Tliou, () father, 
hast made my apology for me ; for how can 
I be a parricide, whom thou thyself confessest 
to have always had for thy guardian ? Thou 
callest my filial affection prodigious lies and 
hypocrisy ! hov' then could it be that I, who 


fire he brought to torment me; let the racks 
march through my bowels ; have no regard 
to any hunenialions that this polluted body 
can make; for if I l)e a parricide, I ought not 
to die without torture.” Thus did Antipater 
cry out with lamentation and weeping, and 
moved all the rest, and Varus in particular to 


was so subtle in other matters, should here be 
so mad a', not to understand that it was not 
easy that, he who committed so horrid a crime 
should be concealed from men, but impossible 
that he should he concealed from the Judge 
of Heaven, who secs all things, and is prcseni 
ever) where or did not I know what eiu 
niy breiliren came to, on whom God inflicter. 
so great a punishment for their evil designs 
aga'nst thee? And indeed what was there 
that couh! possibly provoke me against thee ? 
C ould Hie hope of being a king do it ? I was 
a king alreaily. Could I suspect hatred froiv 
tliee? No: was I not beloved by thee? and what 
other fear could I have ? Nay, by preserving 
thee safe, I was a terror to others. Did I 
want money ? No : for who was able to ex- 
pend so mu ! us myself ? Indeed, father, had 
I been the most execrable of all mankind, and 
had I bad the soul of the most execrable wild 


commiserate his case. Kerod was tlie only 
person whose jiassion w'as too strong to per- 
mit him to weep, as knowing that the testi- 
monies against him were true. 

4. And now it was that, at the king’s com- 
mand, Nicolaus, when he had premised a 
great deal about the craftines of Antipater, 
and had prevented the effects of their com- 
miseration to him, afterwards brought in a 
bitter and l.u-ge accusation against him, ascrib. 
ing all the wickedness that had been in the 
kingdom to him, and especially the murder 
of his brethren, and demonstrated that they 
had perislied by the calumnies he had rai.sed 
against them. He also said that he had laid 
designs against them that were still alive, as 
if tlicy were laying plots for the succession ; 
and (^said he) how can it be supposed that he 
who prepared poison for his father, should ab- 
stain from mischief as to his brethren ? He 


beast, must I not ha/e been overcome will 
the benefits tliou hadst bestowed upon me i 
jwhom, as thou thyself sayest, thou broughtest 
[into the palace] ; whom thou didst prefer be- 
fore so many of thy soii.s; whom tliou madest 
a king in thine own life-time, ami, by the vast 
magnitude of the other advantages thou be- 
stowedst on me, thou madest me an object of 


then proceeded to convict him of the attempt 
to poison Herod, and gave an account, in or- 
der, of the several discoveries that bad been 
made ; and had great indignation as to the 
affair of Pheroras, because Ami pater had been 
for making him murder his brother, and had 

* .\ lover of his fatl’ti; 
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corrupted those that were dearest to the king, 
and Ailed the whole palace with wickedness ; 
and when he had insisted on many other ac- 
cusations, and the proofs of them, he left off. 

5. Then Varus bade Antipater make his 
defence; but he lay long in silence, and 
said no more but this : — “ God is my witness 
that I am entirely innocent.** So Varus 
asked for the potion, and gave it to be drank 
by a condemned in.-ilefactor, who was then in 
prison, who died upon the spot. So Varus, I 
when lie had had a very private discourse with 
Herod, and had written an account of this as- 
sembly to Caesar, went away, after a day’s 
stay. The king also bound Aiuipatcr, and 
sent aw'ay to inform Cassar of his misfortunes, 

6. Now after this, it was discovered that 
Antipaler had laid a plot against Salome also ; | 
for one of Antiphilus’s domestic servants 
came, and brought letters from Rome, from 
a maid-servaut of Julia, [Caesar’s wife], whose 
name was Acme, l^y her a message was sent 
to the king, tiiatshe had found a letter written 
by Salome, among Julia’s papers, and had 
sent it to him privately, out of her good-will 
to him. This letter of Salome contained the 
most bitter reproaches of the king, and the 
higlicst accusation against him. Antipater 
had forged this letter, and had corrupted 
Acme, and persuaded her to send it to Herod. 
This was proved by her letter to Autipater, 
for thus did this w’oman write to liitn : — **As 
thou dcsirest, 1 have written a letter to thy 
father, and have sent that letter; and am per- 
suaded that the king will not spare his sister 
when he reads it. Thou wilt do well to re- 
member w'hat thou hast promised, when all 
is accomplishetl.” 

7. When this epistle was discovered, and 
what the epistle forged against Salome con- 
tained, a suspicion came into the king’s mind, 
that jrerhaps the letters against Alexander 
were also forged ; he was moreover gieatly 
disturbed, and in a passion, because he iiad 
almost slain his sister oji Anlipater’s account, 
fic did no longer delay therefore to bring liiin 
to punishment for all his crimes; yet when he 
was eagerly pursuing Anlipater, he was re- 
strained by a severe distemper he fell into. 
However, he sent an account to Ca*sar about 
Acme, and the contrivances against Salome ; 
iie sent also for his testament,, and altered it, 
and therein made Antipas king, as taking iioj 
care of Archelaus and Philip, because Anli-j 
fMiter bad blasted their reputations viMth him; ! 
but he bequeathed to Caesar, besides other j 
presents tliat he gave him, a thousand talents ; j 
as also to his w'ife, and children, and friends, 
and freed-nien about live hundered: he also 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE GOLDEN EAGLE IS CUT TO PIECES. HEROD’S 

BARBARITY WHEN HE WAS READY TO DIE. 

HE ATTKMP'rS TO KILT. HIMSELF. HE COM- 

MANDS ANTIPATER TO BK SLAIN. HE SUR- 
VIVES HIM FIVE DAYS, AND THEN DIES. 

§ 1. Now Herod’s distemper became more and 
more severe to him, and this because these his 
disorders fell upon him in his old age, and 
when he w'as in a* melancholy condition ; for 
lie w-as already almost seventy years of age, 
and had been brought low by the calamitie.s 
that happened to him about his children, 
whereby he had no pleasure in life, even when 
j he was in health ; the grief also that Antipa- 

■ ter was still alive aggravated his disease, whom 
he resolved to put to death now, not at ran- 

. dom, but as .soon as he should be well again , 
and resolved to have him slain [in a public 
manner]. 

2. There also now hi»pj)ened to him among 
his other calamities, a certain popular sedition, 
j There were two men of learning in the city 
j [Jerusalem], who were tliought the most 
. skilful in the laws of their country, and were on 
! that account had in very great esteem all over 
ithe nation ; they w ere, the one Judas, the son 
of Sepphoris, and the other Matthias, the 
I sou of Margalus. There w'as a great concourse 
! of the young men to tliese men when they 

■ expounded the law's, and there got together 
I every day a kind of an army of such as were 

■ growing up to be men. Now' when tliese 
j men were informed that the king w'.'is wear- 
ing aw'ay with inelaiicholy, and wif/i a dis- 

I temper, they dropped words to their acquaint- 
jance, how it was now a very proper lime to 
• defend the cause of God, and to pull down 
I what had been erected contrary to tlie law's of 
.'their country ; for it was unlawful there 
I should be any such thing in the temple as 
images, or fates, or the like representation of 
; any animal whatsoever. Now the king had 
put up a golden eagle over the great gate of 
the temple, which lliese learned men exhorted 
them to cut down ; and told them, that if 
there should any danger arise, it w'us a glorious 
thing to die for the law-s of their country ; be- 
cause that the soul was immortal, and that an 
eternal enjoyment of happiness did await such 
as died on that account; while the mean-spi- 
rited, and those that w ere not wise enough to 
show a right love of their souls, preferred 
death by a disease, before that which is the 
result of a virtuous behaviour. 


bequeathed to all others a great quantity of j 3. At the same time that these men made 

land, and of money, and show'ed Ids res{X!cts | this speech to their disci|)lcs, a rumour was 
to Salome his sister, by giving lier most splen- spread abroad that the king was dying, which 
did gifts. And this was w hat was contained made the young men set about the work w'itii 
in bis testament, as it was now altered. greater boldness ; they therefore let them- 

selves down from the top of the temple with 
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thick cords, and this at mid-day, and while 
a great number of people were in the temple, 
and cut down that golden eagle with axes. 
This was presently told to the king’s captain 
of the temple, who came running with a great 
body of soldiers, and caught about forty of 
the young men, and brought them to the king. 
And when he asked them, first of all, whither 
they liad been so hardy as to cut down tliegold- 
cli eagle, they confessed they had done so ; and 
when he asked them by whose command they 
had done it, they replied, at the command of 
tlic law of their country; and when he farther 
asked them how they could be so joyful when 
they were to be put to death, they replied, 
because they should enjoy greater happiness 
after they were dead.* 

4. At this the king was in such an extra- 
vagant passion, that he overcame his disease 
[for the timc'l, and went out, and spake to 
the pcoyde ; wherein he made a terrible accu- 
sation against those men, as being guilty of 
sacrilege, and as making greater attempts un- 
der pretence of their law ; an<l he thought 
they deserved to ho punished as impious per- 
sons. Whereupon tlie people were afraid 
lest a great mnnher should be found guilty, 
and desired that when he had first pur ished 
those that put them upon this work, and then 
those that were caught in it, he would leave 
off his anger as to the rest. With this the 
king complied, thougli not without difliculty ; 
and ordered those that had lot themselves 
down, togeiher witli their rabbins, to be burnt 
alive ; but delivered the rest that were caught 
tu the proper officers, to be put to death by 
(iicm. 

5. After this, the distemper seized upon his 
wljolc body, and greatly disordered all its 
parts with various symptoms; for there was 
a gentle fever upon him, and an intolerable 
itching over all the surface of his body, and 
continual pains in his colon, and dropsical 

♦ Since in these t^vosection.s we have au evident .ic- 
conic ot’tlie Jewish opinions in the days of Josephus, 
about a fut\ire happy state, anti tlic resurrection of the 
dead, .'IS in the New '1 estament (John xi, !2-t), I shall here 
refer to Oit’otlicr plact^s in Josephus, before he became a 
Catholic Christian, which conct.-rn the s;iinc iiuiltcrs. Of 
tliy War, b. ii, eh. viii, sect. 10, 11; b. iii, ch. viii. sect. 
'1: b. vii, eh. vi, sect. 7; Contr. Apion, b. ii, sect, 30; 
where ..e may observe, that none of tht?se passages are 
in his Hooks r f Antiquities, written peculiarly for the 
US'* of the (Jei tiles, to whom he thouglit it not proper 
to insist on iu))ies so much out of their way as these 
were. Nor is this olwervation to be omitted here, espe- 
cially on account of the sensible diflereiice we have now 
before us in Joseplnis’s representation of the arguments 
useo by the rabbins to persuade their scholars to hazard 
their lives for the vindic.ation of God’s law against ima- 
ges, by Moses, as well as of the answers those scholars 
made to Herod, when they were caught, .and reaily to 
die for the same ; I mean as compared with the parallel 
arguments .and answers represented in the Antiquities, 
b. xvii, ch. vi, sect. 2, 3. A like difference belwtvn Jew- 
ish and Gentile notions, the reader will find in iny notes 
on Antiquities, b. iii, eh. vii sect. 7 ; b. xv, ch. ix, sect, 
l . See the like also in the case of the I hrcc Jewisli sects 
in the Anti((uities, 1). xiii, eh. v, sect. 9, and eh. x, sect. 
4 and .5 ; b. xviii, ch. i, sect. 5 ; and coinpare«l with this 
in his Wars of the Jews, b. ii, ch. viii, sect 2, 11. Nor 
dix's St. Paul himself reason to Gentiles at Athens, Acts 
xvii, 10, 3 i, as he dr'cs to Jews in liis Epistles 
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tumours about his feet, and an inflammation of 
the abdomen,— >and a putrefaction of his privy 
member, that produced worms. Besides which 
he had a difficulty of breathing upon him, and 
could not breathe but when he sat upright, 
and had a convulsion of all his members; 
insomuch that the diviners said those diseases 
were a punishment upon him for what he had 
done to the rabbins. Yet did he struggle 
with his numerous disorders, and still had a 
desire to live, and hoped for recovery, and con- 
sidered of several methods of cure. Accord- 
ingly, he went over Jordan, and made use of 
those hot baths at Callirrhoe, which run into 
the lake Asphaltitis, but are themselves sweet 
enough to be drank. And here the physicians 
thought proper to bathe his whole body in 
warm oil, by letting it down into a large 
vessel full of oil ; whereupon his eyes failed 
him, and he came and went as if he were dy- 
ing ; and as a tumult was then made by his 
.servants, at their voice he revived again. 
Yet did he after this despair of recovery, and 
gave orders that each soldier should have fifty 
drachma* a-piece, and that his commanders 
,'ind friends should have great sums of money 
given them. 

G. He then returned back and came tc 
Jericho, in such a melancholy state of body as 
almost threatened him with present death, 
when ho proceeded to attempt a horrid wicked- 
ness ; for he got together the most illustrioii’ 
men of the whole Jewish nation, out of everv 
village, into a place called the Hippodrome, 
and there shut them in. He then called for 
his sister Salome, and her husband Alexas, 
and made this speech to them : — “ I know 
well enough that the Jews will keep a festival 
upon my death ; however, it is in my power 
to be mourned for on other accounts, and to 
have a splendid funeral, if you will but be 
subservient to my commands. Do you but 
take care to send soldiers to encompass these 
men that are now in custody, and slay them 
immediately upon my death, and then all 
Judea, and every family of them, will weep at 
it whether they will or no.” 

7. These were the commands he gave them : 
when there came letters from his ambassadors 
at Rome, whereby information was given that 
Acme was put to death at Caesar’s command, 
and that Antipater was condemned to die; 
however, they wrote withal, that if Herod 
had a mind rather to banish him, Caesar 
permitted him so to do. So he for a little 
while revived, and had a desire to live ; but 
presently after he was overborne by his pains, 
and was disordered by want of food, and by 
a convulsive cough, and endeavoured to pre- 
vent a natural death ; so he took an apple, 
and asked for a knife, for he used to pare 
apples and eat them ; he then looked round 
about to see that there was nobody to hinder 
him, and lifted up his right hand as if he would 
stab himnwlf ; but Achiabus, his first cousiiVi 
2Q 
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came running to him, and held his hand, and 
hindered him from so doing; on Mrhich occa- 
sion a very great lamentation was made in the 
palace as if the king were expiring. As soon 
as ever Antipater heard that, he took courage, 
and with joy in his looks, besought his keep* 
ers, for a sum of money, to loose him and let 
him go ; but the principal keeper of the prison 
did not only obstruct him in that bis intention, 
but ran and told the king what his designs 
was; hereupon the king cried out louder than 
his distemper would well bear, and immedi- 
ately sent some of his guards and slew Anti, 
pater ; he also gave order to have him buried 
at Hyreanium, and altered his testament 
again, — and therein made Archelaus, his eld- 
est son, and the brother of Antipas, his sue- 
cessor; and made Antijias tetrarcli. 

8. So Hero^l, having survived the slaughter 
of his son fl re days, died, having reigned 
thirty-four years, since he had caused Antigo- 
nus to he slain, and obtained his kingdom ; 
but thirty-seven years since he had been made 
king by the Romans. Now, as for his for- 
tune, it was prosperous in all other respects, 
if ever any other man could be so ; since, 
from a private man, be obtained the kingdom, 
and kept it so long, and left it to his own 
sons ; but still in bis domestic affairs, he was 
a most unfortunate man. Now before the 
soldiers knew of his death, Salome and her 
.uisband came out and dismissed those that 
were in bonds, whom the king had cominatid- 
ed to be slain, and told them that he had al- 
tered his mind, and would have every one of 
them sent to their own homes. "When these 
men were gone, Salome told the soldiers [the 
king was dead], and got them and the rest of 
the multitude together to an assembly, in the 
amphitheatre at Jericho, where Ptolemy, who 
w'as intrusted by the king witli his signet- 
ring came before lliem, and s])ake of the hap- 
piness the king had attained, and cuinforted 
the multitude, and read the epistle which had 
been left for the soldiers, wherein he earnest- 


ly exhorted them to bear good-will to his sue* 
cessor ; and after he had read the epistle, he 
opened and read bis testament, wherein Phi- 
lip w'as to inherit Trachonitis, and the neigh- 
bouring countrieSy and Antipas was to be te- 
trarch, as we said before, and Archelaus was 
made king. He had also been commanded 
to carry Herod*s ring to Caesar, and the settle- 
ments he had made, sealed up, because Cae- 
sar was to be lord of all the settlements lie 
had made, and was to confirm his testament ; 
and he ordered that the dispositions lie had 
made were to be kept as they were in liis for- 
mer testament. 

9. So there was an acclamation made to 
Archelaus, to congratulate him upon his ad. 
vancement; and the soldiers, with the multi- 
tude, went round about in troops, and pro- 
mised him their good-will, and besides, prayed 
God to bless Ins government. After this, 
they betook themselves to prepare for the 
king’s funeral ; and Archelaus omitted no- 
thing of magnificence therein, but brought out 
all the royal ornaments to augment the pomp 
of the deceased. There was a bier all of gohl, 
embroidered with precious stones, and a pur- 
ple bed of various contexture, with the dead 
body upon it, covered w ith purple ; and a dia- 
dem was put upon liis head, and a crown of 
gold above it, and a sceptre in his right hand ; 
and near to the bier were Herod’s sons, and 
a multitude of liis kindred ; next to whom 
came his guards, and the regiment of Tltra-. 
cians, the Germans also and Gauls, all ac- 
coutred as if they w ere going to war ; but the 
rest of the army went foremost, armed, and 
following their captains and officers ih a re- 
gular manner; after whom, five hniulretl of 
his domestic servants and f reed-men followed, 
with sweet spices in their hands; and the 
body was carried two hundred furlongs, to 
Herodium, where he had given order to be 
buried. And tiiis shall suffice for the con- 
clusion of the life of Herod. 
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BOOK IL 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF SIXTY-NINE YEARS. 

FROM THE DEATH OF HEROD TILL VESPASIAN WAS SENT TO 
SUBDUE THE JEWS BY NERO. 


CHAPTER I. I 

%KCHELAUS MAKES A FUNERAL FEAST FOR THE 
PEOPLE, ON THE ACCOUNT OF HEROD. AF- 
TER WHICH A GREAT TUMULT IS RAISED BY 
THE MULTITUDE, AND HE SENDS THE SOL- 
DIERS OUT UPON THEM, WHO DESTROY ABOUT 
THREE THOUSAND OF THEM. 

§ 1. Now the necessity which Archelaus was 
under of taking a journey to Rome was the 
occasion of new disturbances ; for when he 
had mourned for his father seven days,* and 
liad given a very expensive funeral feast to 
the multitude (which custom is the occasion 
of poverty to many of the Jews, because they 
are forced to feast the multitude ; for if any 
one omits it, he is not esteemed a holy per- 
son), he put on a white garment, and went up 
to the temple, where the i)eople accosted him 
with various acclamations. He also spake 
kindly to the multitude, from an elevated 
and a throne of gold, and returned them 
thanks for the zeal they had shown about his 
father's funeral, and the submission they had 
made to him, as if he were already settled in 
th< kingdom ; but he told them withal, that 
he would not at present take upon him either 
the authority of a king, or the names thereto 
l>elonging, until Cajsar, who is made lord of 
this whole alfair by the testament, confirms 
the succession ; for that when the soldiers 
would hav. set the diadem on his head at Je^ 
rieho, he would not accejit of it ; but that he 
would make abuhdant requitals, not to the 
soldiers only, but to the people, for their ala- 

* Heat Dean Aklriefi’s note on this place: Tlie law 
nr custom of the .lews (says lie) retiiurcs seven clays 
mourning for rhe dead (Antiq. b. xvii, ch. viii, sect. 
IV.); whence the author of the book of Kcelcshisticus 
(ch. xxil, 12) assigns seven days as the proper time of 
mourning for the dead, and (cli. xxxviii, 17) enjoins 
ir»cn to mourn for the dead, that they may not be evil 
spoken of ; for, as Josophu > says prcscntlv, if any one 
omits this mourning [funeral feast j, he is iu»t esteemed 
a holy iK’rson. Now it is certain that such a seven 
days mourning has been customary from times of the 
greatest antiquity, C»eii. i. lo. Funeral fea.sts are also 
n>cntioned as of considerable antiquity, Ezek. xxiv, 
<7; Jer. xvi, 7; Prov. xxxi, H; DeuL xxvi, 14; Jose- 
ehiis, (Of the War, b. iii, eh. ix, sect. 5.) 


crity and good-will lo him, when the superior 
lords [the Romans] should have given him a 
complete title to the kingdom ; for that it 
should be his study to appear in all things 
better than his f.ither. 

2. Upon this the multitude were pleased, 
and presently made a trial of what he intenJ- 
ed, by asking great things of him ; for some 
made a clamour that he would case them in 
their taxes ; others, that he w'ould takeoff the 
duties upon commodities ; and some, that he 
would loose those that were in prison ; in all 
which cases he answered readily to their satis- 
faction, in order to get the good-will of the 
multitude j after which he offered [the proper] 
sacrifices, and feasted with his friends. And 
here it was that a great many of those that 
desired innovations came in crowds towards 
the evening, and began then to mourn on 
their own account, when the public mourning 
for the king was over. These lamented those 
that were put to death by Herod, because they 
had cut down the golden eagle that had been 
over the gate of the temple. Nor was this 
mourning of a private nature, but the lamen- 
tations were very great, the mourning solemn 
and the weeping such as was loudly heard al. 
over the city, as being for those men who had 
perished for the laws of their country, and 
for the temple. They cried out, that a pu- 
i;ishment oiiglit to be inflicted for these men 
upon those that were honoured by Herod ; 
and that, in the first place, the man w'hom he 
had made high-]>riest should be deprived ; and 
that it was fit to choose a person of greater 
piety and purity than he was. 

3. At these clamours Archelaus w'as pro- 
voked j hut restrained himself from taking 
vengeance on the authors, on account of the 
haste he was in of going to Rome, as fearing 
lest, upon his making war on the multitude, 
such an action might detain him at home. 
Accordingly, he made trial to quiet the inno- 
vators by persuasion rather than by force, and 
sent his general in a private w'iiy to them, and 
by him exhorted them to be quiet. But the 
seditious. threw stones at him, and drove him 
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away, as be came into the temple, and before 
be could say any thing to them. The like 
treatment they showed to others, who came to 
them after him, many of whom were sent by 
Archelaus, in order to reduce them to sobrie- 
ty, and tiiese answered still on all occasions 
after a passionate manner; and it openly ap- 
peared that they would not be quiet, if their ^ 
numbers were but considerable. And indeed, 
at the feast of unleavened bread, which was 
now at hand, and is by the Jews called the 
passover, and used to be celebrated with a 
great number of sacrifices, an innumerable 
multitude of the people came out of the coun- 
try to worship : some of these stood in the 
temple bewailing the rabbins (that had been 
put to death], and procured their sustenance 
by begging, in order to support their sedition. 
At this Archelaus was affrighted, and private- 
ly sent a tribune, with his cohort of soldiers, 
upon them, before the disease should spread 
over the whole multitude, and gave orders 
that they should constrain those that began 
the tumult, by force, to be quiet. At these 
the whole multitude were irritated, and threw 
stones at many of the soldiers, and killed 
them ; but the tribune fled away wounded, 
and had much ado to escape so. After which 
they betook themselves to their sacrifices, as 
if they had done no mischief ; nor did it ap. 
pear to Archelaus that the multitude could be 
restrained without bloodshed j so he sent his 
whole army upon them, the footmen in great 
multitudes, by the way of the city, and the 
Horsemen by the way of the plain, who, fall- 
ing upon them on the sudden, as tliey were 
offering their sacrifices, destroyed about three 
thousand of them ; but the rest of the multi- 
tude were dispersed upon the adjoining moun- 
tains ; iliese were followed by Archclaus’s 
heralds, vv ho commanded every one to retire 
to their own homes ; wliilhcr they all went, 
and left the festival. 


CHAPTEll II. 

ARCHKI.AUS GOES TO ROME WITH A GRKAT 
NUMBER OF HIS KINDRED; HE IS THERE 
ACCUSED BEFORE CiESAR BY ANTIFATER ; 
BUT IS SUVERIOR TO HIS ACCUSERS IN JUDG- 
MENT, BY THE MEANS OF THAT DEFENCE 
WHICH NICOLAUS MADE FOR HIM. 

§ 1. Archelaus went down now to the 
sea-side, witli his mother and his friends, 
Poplas, and Ptolemy, and Nicolaus, and left 
behind him Philip, to be his steward in the 
palace, and to take care of his domestic af- 
fairs, Salome went also along with him with 
her sons, as did also the king’s brethren and 
sons-in-lavv. These, in appearance, went to 
give him all the assistance they were able, in 
order to secure his succession, but in reality 


to accuse him for his breach of the laws by 
what he had lone at the temple. 

2. But as they were come to Cesarca, Sa- 
binus, the procurator of Syria, met them ; he 
was going up to Judea, to secure Herod’s 
effects ; but Varus, [president of Syria], who 
was come thither, restrained him from going 
any farther. This Varus, Archelaus had sent 
for, by the earnest entreaty of Ptolemy. At 
this time, indeed, Sabinus, to gratify Varus, 
neither went to the citadels, nor did he shut 
up the treasuries where his father’s money 
was laid up, but promised that he would lie 
still, until Ca'sar should have taken cogniz- 
ance of the affair. So he abode at Cesarea ; 
but as soon as those that were his hindcrance 
were gone, when Varus was gone to Antioch, 
and Archelaus was sailed to Rome, he imme- 
diately went on to Jerusalem, and seized up- 
on the palace; and when he bad called for the 
governors of the citadels, and the stewards 
[of the king’s private affairs], he tried to sift 
out the accounts of the money, and to take 
possession of the citadels. But the governors 
of those citadels were not unmindful of the 
commands laid upon them by Archelaus, and 
continued to guard them, and said, the cus- 
tody of them rather belonged to Cjcsar than 
to Archelaus. 

3. In the mean time Antipas went also to 
Rome, to strive for the kingdom, and to insist 
that the former testament, wherein he was 
named to be king, was valid before the latter 
testament. Salome had also promised to as- 
sist him, as had many of Archelaus’s kindred, 
who sailed alon^ with Archelaus himself also. 
He also carried dong with him his mother, 
and Ptolemy, the brother of Nicolaus, win 
seemed one of great weight, on account of 
the great trust Herod put in him, he having 
been one of bis most iionourcd friends. How- 
ever, Antipas depended chiefly upon Ireneiis, 
the orator; upon whose authority he had re- 
jected such as advised him to yield to Arche- 
laus, because he was his elder brother, and 
because the second testament gave the king- 
dom to him. The inclinations also of all 
Archelaus’s kindred, who hated liim, were re- 
moved to Antipas, when they came to Rome; 
although, in the first place, every one rather 
desired to live under their own laws [without 
a king], and to be under a Roman governor ; 
but if they should fail in Miat point, these 
desired that Antipas might be their king. 

‘4. Sabinus did also afford these his assist- 
ance to the same purpose by tlie letters he sent, 
wherein he accused Archelaus before Oesar, 
and highly commended Antipas. Salome also, 
and those with her, put the crimes which they 
accused Archelaus of in order, and put them 
into Ctesar’s hands ; and after they had done 
that, Archelaus wrote down the reasons of 
his claim, and, by Ptolemy, sent in his father's 
ring, and his father’s accounts; and when 
Casar had maturely weighed by himself what 
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both had to allege for themselves, as also had should suppose Herod's judgment, when he 
considered of the great burden of the king- was sick, was superior to that at another time, 
dom, and largeness of the revenues, and with- yet had Archelaus forefeited his kingdom by 
al the number of the children Herod had left his own behaviour, and those his actions, 
behind him, and had moreover read the letters which were contrary to the law, and to its 
he had received from Varus and Sabinus on disadvantage. Or what sort of a king will 
this occasion, he assembled the principal per-, this man be, when he hath obtained the go- 
sons among the Romans together (in which I vernineiit from Ca'sar, who hath slain so many 
assembly Caius, tlie son of Agrippa and his before he hath obtained it ! 

daughter Julias, but by himself adopted for 6. When Antipater had spoken largely to 

his own son, sat in the first seat) and gave the this purpose, and had produced a great num- 
pleadors leave to speak. her of Archelaiis’s kindred as witnesses, to 

6, Then stood up Salome’s son, Antipater prove every part of the accusation, he ended 
(who of all Archelaus’s antagonists was the his discourse. Then stood up Nicolaus to 

shrewdest pleader), and accused him in the' plead for Archelaus. He alleged that the 

following speech: — That Archelaus did in ' daughter in the temple could not be avoided ; 
w’ords contend for the kingdom, but that in that those that were slain w'ere become ene- 
decds he bad long exercised royal authority, mies not to Archclans’s king<lom only, hut to 
and so did insult Ca'sar in desiring to be now Caesar, who was to delenninc about him. 
heard on that account, since he had not He also flemonstrated, that Archclaus’s ac- 
staid for his detcrminatit)n about the succos- cusers had advised him to ])crpetrato other 
sion, and since he had suborned certain per- things of which he might have been accused ; 
sons, after Herod’s death, to move for putting but he insisted that the latter testament should, 
the diadem upon his head ; since he had set for this reason, above all others, be estemed 
himself down in the throne, and given answers valid, because Herod had therein appointed 
as a king, and altered the disposition of the Caisar to be the person who should confirm 
army, and granted to some higher dignities : the succession ; for he who showed such pru- 
that he had also complied in all things with dence as to recede from his own power, and 
the people in the recpicsts they had made to yield it up to the lord of the world, cannot 
him as to their king, and had also dismissed | be supposed mistaken in his judgment 
those that had boon put into bonds by liis fa- bout him that was to be his heir; and lie 
thcr, foi most important reasons. Now, af- that so well knew whom to choose for arbi- 
all this, he desires the shadow of that royal trator of the succession, could not be unac- 
authority, whose substance he had already quainted with him whom he chose for his suc- 
seized to himself, and so hath made Casar cessor. 

lord, not. of things, but of words. He also 7. When Nicolaus had gone through all 
.'cproached him farther, that his inouriiing for he had to say, Archelaus came, and fell 
his father was only jiretendcd, while he put down before Ca'sar’s knees, without any noise; 
on a sad countenance in tlie day-time, but — upon which he raised him up, after a very 
drank to great excess in the night; from obliging manner, and declared, that truly 
wliich behaviour, he said, the late disturbances he was worthy to succeed his father. IIow- 
among the multitude came, while they had ever, he still made no firm determination in 
an indignation thereat ; and indeed the pur- Ids case ; but when he had dismissed those 
j)ort of his whole discourse w'as to aggravate assessors that had been with him that day, 
Archelaus’s crime in slaying such a multitude he deliberated by himself about the allega- 
:i‘ V ut tlie temple, w'hich multitude came to tions which he had heard, wliether it were fit 
Mie festival, but were barbarously slain in the to constitute any of those named in the testa- 
niidst oi’ their own sacrifices; and he said ments for Herod’s successor, or whetlier the 
there was such a vast number of dead bodies government should be parted among all his 
Iwapcd together in the foinple, as even a fo- posterity, nud this because of the number of 
l eign w'ar. should that come u])on them [siid- those that seemed to stand in need of support 
donly], b< fore it was denounced, could not therefrom, 
have heaped together ; and he added, that it 
was the foresight his father had of that his 

barbarity, which made him never give him [ CHAPTER III. 

any hopes of the kingdom ; but w hen his I 

mind was more infirm than his body, and he | THE JEWS FIGHT A GREAT BATTLE WITH SA- 
was not abL ‘o reason soundly, and did not binus’s soldiers, and a great destkuc- 
wcll know' what was the character of that son, tiON is made at JERUSALEM, 
whom in his second testament he made his 

successor ; and this was done by him at § I . Now before Casar had determined any 
time when he had no complaints to make of 1 thing about these affairs, Malthaee, Arche- 
him whom be bad named before, when he was ' laus's mother, fell sick and died. Letters also 
sound in body, and when his mind w'as free were brought out of Syria from Varus, about a 
from all passion. That, however, if any one revolt of the Jews. This was foreseen by Varua 
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who accordingly, after Archelaus was sailed, 1 
wcMit up to Jerusalem to restrain the promo- 
ters of the sedition, since it was manifest that 
the nation would not be at rest; so he left 
one of those legions which he hrouglit with 
him out of SyVia in the city, and went him- 
self to Antioch. But Sabinus came, after he 
was gone, and gave them an occasion of mak- 
ing innovations ; for he compelled the keep- 
ers of the citadels to deliver them up to him, 
and made a bitter search after the king’s mo- 
ney, as depending not only on the soldiers 
who w'erc left hy Varus, but on the multitude 
of his own servants, all whotn he armed and 
used as the ittslrumerits of his covetousness. 
Now when that feast, which was observed af- 
ter seven weeks, and whicb the Jews called 
Pentecost (t. e. the 50tb day) was at hand, its 
name being taken from the number of the 
days [after the Passover], the people got to- 
gether, but not on account of the accustomed 
divine worship, hut of the indignation they 
had [at the present state of afl’airs]. Where- 
fore an immense multitude ran together, out 
of Galilee, and Idumea, and Jericho, and 
Perea that was beyond Jordan; but the peo- 
ple that naturally belonged to Judea itself 
were above the rest both in niiuibcrand in the 
alacrity of the men. So they distributed them- 
selves into tliree parts, and pitched their camps 
in three places ; one at the north side of the 
temple, another at the south side, hy the Hip- 
podrome, and the third part were at the pa- 
lace on the v/est. So tiioy lay round about 
the Romans on every side, and beseiged 
them. 

2. Now Sabinus was affrighted, both rt 
their multitude and at their courage, and sent 
messengers to Varus continually, and be- 
sought him to come to his succour quickly, for 
that, if he delayed, his legion would be cut to 
pieces. As for Sabinus himself, he got up to 
the highest tower of the fortress, which w 
called Phasaeliis; it is of tlie same name with 
Herod’s brother, who was destroyed by the 
Parthians ; and then he made signs to the sol 
diers of that legion to attack the enemy ; for 
his astonishment was so great, that he durst 
not go down to his own men. Hereupon the 
soldiers were prevailed upon, and leaped out 
into the temple, and fought a terrible battle 
with the Jews ; in which, while there were 
none over their heads to distress them, they 
were too hard for them, by their skill, and 
the others, want of skill in war ; but when 
once many of the Jews had gotten up to the 
top of the cloisters, and threw their darts down- 
wards upon the heads of the Romans, there 
were a great many of them destroyed. Nor was 
it easy to avenge themselves upon those that 
threw their weapons from on high, nor was 
it mure easy for them to sustain those who 
came to figbt them hand to hand. 

3, Since therefore the Romans were sorely 
afflicted by botli these circumstances, they set 


fire to the cloisters, which were works to be 
admired, both on account of their magnitude 
and costliness. Whereupon those that were 
above them were presently encompassed with 
the flame, and many of tliein perished tlicre- 
[n ; as many of them also were destroyed by 
the enemy, who came suddenly upon them ; 
some of them also threw themselves down 
from the walls backward, and some there were, 
who, from the desperate condition they were 
n, prevented the fire, hy killing themselves 
with their own swords ; hut so many of them 
as crept out from the walls, and came ipoii 
the Romans, were easily mastered by them, 
by reason of the astonishment they were un- 
:ler; until at last some of the Jews being de* 
stroyed, and others dispersed by the terror 
they were in, the soldiers fell upon the trea- 
sure of God, which was now deserted, ami 
plundered about four hundred talents, oi 
which sum Sabinus got together all that was 
not carried away by the soldiers, 

4. However, this destruction of the works 
[about the temple], and of the men, occasion- 
ed a much greater number, and those of a 
more warlike sort, to get together, to oppose 
the Romans. These encompassed the palace 
round, and threatened to destroy all that were 
n it, unless they went their ways quickly ; for 
they promised that Sabinus should come to no 
harm, if he should go out with his legion. 
There were also a great njany of the king’s 
party who deserted the Romans, and assisted 
the Jews; yet did the most warlike body of 
hem all, who were three thousand of ‘he vueu 
of Sebaste, go over to the llo\uans. Ilufus 
also, and Gratus, tbeir captains, did the same 
(Gratus having the foot of the king’s parly 
under him, and Rufus the horse) ; each of 
whom, even without the forces under them, 
were of great weight, on account of their 
strength and wisdom, which turn the scales 
in war. Now the Jews persevered in the 
siege, and tried to break down the walls of 
the fortress, and cried out to Sabinus and his 
party, that they should go their ways, and not 
j)rove a hinderance to them, now they hoped, 
after a long time, to recover that ancient liber- 
ty which their forefathers had enjoyed. Sa- 
binus indeed was well contented to get out of 
the danger he was in ; but he distrusted the 
assurances the Jews gave him, and suspected 
such gentle treatment was hut a bait laid as a 
snare for them : this consideration, together 
with tlie hopes he had of succour from Varus 
made him bear the siege still longer 
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CHAPTER IV. 

hbrod’s veteran soldiers become tumul- 
tuous. THE ROBBERIES OF JUDAS. SIMON 
and athrongeustake the name of king 

UPON them. 

§ 1. At this time there were great disturb- 
ances in the country, and that in many places ; 
and the opportunity that now olTered itself in- 
duced a great many to set up for kings; and 
indeed in [dumea two tiiousand of Herod’s 
veteran soldiers got together, and armed them- 
selves, and fouglit against those of tlie king’s 
party ; against wlioin Achiabus, the king’s 
first cousin, fought, and that out of some of 
the places that were the most strongly forti- 
fied ; hut so as to avoid a direct conflict with 
them in the plains. In Sepphoris also, a city 
of Galilee, there was one Judas (the son of 
that arch robber Hezekias, who formerly over- 
ran the country, and had been subdued by 
king Herod) ; this man got no small multi- 
tude together, and broke open the place where 
the royal armour was laid up, and armed 
those about him, and attacked those that w'cre 
so earnest to gain the dominion. 

2. In Perea also, Simon, one of the ser- 
*ants to the king, relying upon the handsome 
appearance, and tallness of his body, put a 
diadem upon his own head also; he also went 
about with a company of robbers that he had 
gotten together, and burnt down the royal 
palace that was at Jericho, and many other 
costly edifices besides, and procured himself 
very easily spoils by rapine, as snatching them 
out of the fire ; and he bad soon burnt down 
all the fine edifices, if Gratus, the captain of 
th»j foot of the king’s party, had not taken the 
'I'raclionite archers, and the most warlike of 
Sebaste, and met the man. His footmen 
were slain in the battle in abundance ; Gratus 
also cut to pieces Simon himself, as he was 
fiying along a strait valley, when he gave him 
an oblique stroke upon bis neck, as be ran 
away, and broke it. The royal palaces that 
wore near Jordan, at Betharaniptha, were also 
hurrt down by some other of the seditious 
that L-atuc out of Perea. 

3. At this time it was that a certain shop, 
herd ventured iq set himself up for a king ; 
he was called Athrongeus. It was his strength 
of body that made him expect such a dignity, 
as well as his soul, which despised death ; and 
besides these qualifications, he had four breth- 
ren like hiuj;>i‘lf. He put a troop of armed 
men under each of these his brethren, and 
made use of them as his generals and com- 
manders, when he made his incursions, while 
he did himself act like a king, and meddled 
only with the more important aflalrs; and at 
this time he put a diadem about his head, and 
continued after that to over-run the country 


for no little tune with his brethren, and be- 
came their leader in killing both the Romans 
and those of the king’s party ; nor did any 
Jew escape him, if any gain could accrue to 
him thereby. He once ventured to encom- 
pass a whole troop of Romans at Emmaus, 
who were carrying corn and weapons to their 
legion : his men shot their arrows and darts, 
and thereby slew their centurion Arius, and 
forty of the stoutest of his men, while the 
rest of them, who were in danger of the same 
fate, upon the coming of* Gratus, with those 
of Sebaste, to their assistance, escaped ; and 
when these men had thus served both their 
own countrymen and foreigners, and that 
through this whole war, three of them were 
after some time subdued; the eldest by Ar- 
chulaus, the two next by falling into the bands 
of Gratus and Ptolemcus; but the fourth de*- 
livered himself up to Archelaus, upon hisgiv. ^ 
ing him his right hand for his security. How- 
ever, this their end was not till afterward, 
while at present they filled all .Tiulca with a 
piratic war. 


CHAPTER V. 

VARUS COMPOSES THE TUMULTS IN JUDEA, AND 
CllUCTlIES ABOUT TWO THOUSAND OF THE 
SEDITIOUS. 

§ 1. Upon Varus’s reception of the letters 
that were written by Sabinus and the captains, 
he could not avoid being afraid for the whole 
legion [he had left there]. So he made haste 
to their relief, and took with him the other 
two legions, with the four troops of horsemen 
to them belonging, and marched to Ptolemais, 
— having given orders for the auxiliaries that 
were sent by the kings and governors of cities 
to meet him there. Moreover, he received 
from the people of Berytus, as he passed 
through their city, fifteen hundred armed 
men. Now as soon as the other body of aux- 
iliaries were come to Ptolemais, as well as 
Aretas the Arabian (who, out of tlie hatred 
he bore to Herod, brought a great army of 
horse and foot). Varus sent a part of his army 
presently to Galilee, which lay near to Ptole- 
mais, and Cains, one of his friends, for their 
captain. This Caius put those that met bin 
to flight, and took the city Sepphoris, and 
burnt it, and made slaves of its inhabitants. 
But as for Varus himself, he marched to ‘Sa- 
maria with his whole army, where he did not 
meddle with the city itself, because he found 
that it had made no commotion during these 
troubles, but pitched his camp about a certain 
village which was called Arus. It belonged 
to Ptolemy, and on that account was plun- 
dered by the Arabians, who were very angry 
even a> Herod’s friends also. He thence 
inarched on to the village Sampho, anothci 
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fortified place, which tlicy plundered, as Uicy 
had done the other. As they carried oiF all the 
money they lighted upon belonging to the pub- 
lic revenues, all was now full of fire and 
bloodshed, and nothing could resist the plun- 
ders of the Arabians. Emmaus was also 
burnt, upon the flight of its inhabitants, and 
this at the command of Varus, out of his rage 
at the slaughter of those that were about 
Arius. 

2. Thence he marched on to Jerusalem, 
and as soon as he was but seen by the Jews, 
he made their camps disperse themselves : they 
also went away, and fled up and down the 
country. But tlic citizens received him, and 
cleared themselves of liaving any hand in tins 
revolt, and said that tliey had raised no com- 
motions, but had only been forced to admit 
the multitude, because of the festival, and 

, that they were rather besieged together with 
tlic Romans, than assisted tliose that had re- 
volted. There had before this met him Jo- 
seph, the first cousin of Ajcholaiis, and Gra- 
ins, together with Rufus, who led those of 
Sebaste, as well as the king’s army ; there 
also met him those of the Roman legion, 
armed after their accustomed manner ; for as 
to Sabinus, he durst not come into Varus’s 
sight, but was gone out of tlic city before 
this, to the sea-side. But Varus sent a part 
of his army into the country, against those 
that had been the authors of this commotion, 
and as they caught great numbeis of them, 
those that appeared to have been tlie least 
concerned in these tumults he put into cus- 
tody, but such as were the most guilty he 
crucified ; these were in number about two 
thousand. 

3. He was also informed that there conli-i 
nued in Idumea leu thousand men still in 
arms ; but when he found that the Arabians 
did not act like auxiliarits, but managed the 
war according to their own passions, and did 
mischief to the country otherwise than he in- 
tended, and this out of their haired to Herod, 
he sent them away, but made luiste, with his 
own legions, to march against those that had 
revolted ; but tliese, by llie advice of Achia- 
biis, delivered themselves up to him before it 
came to a battle. Tnen did Varus forgive 
the multitude their ofTences, but sent their 
captains to Caesar to be examined by him. 
Now Caesar forgave the rest, but gave orders 
that certain of the king*s relations (for some 
of those that wx*rc among them w ere Herod’s 
kinsmen) should be put to death, because they 
had engaged in a war against a king of their 
own family. Wlien, therefore, Varus had 
settled matters at Jerusalem after this man- 
ner, and had left the former legion there as a 
garrison, he returned to Antioch. 


CHAPTER VI. 

THE JEWS GllEATLY COMPLAIN OF AIICHEI.AUS, 
AND DESIRE THAT THEY MAY BE MADE SIJU- 
JECT TO ROMAN GOVERNORS. BUT WHEN 
C^SAR HAD HEARD WHAT THEY HAD TO 
SAY, HE DISTRIBUTED HEROD’s DOMINIONS 
AMONG HIS SONS, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN 
PLEASURE. 

§ 1 . But now came another accusation from 
the Jews against Archclaus at Rome, which 
he was to answer to. It was made by those 
ambassadors who, before the revolt, had come, 
by Varus’s permission, to plead for the liberty 
of their country ; those that came were fifty 
in number, but there were more than eight 
thousand of tlic Jew's at Rome who support- 
ed them ; and when Caesar had assembled a 
council of the princijial Homans in Apollo’s • 
temple, that was in the palace (this was w'hai 
he had himself built and adorned, at a vast 
expense), the multitude of the Jews stood 
with the anihassiidors, and on the other side 
stoo«l Archeluus, with his friends : but as for 
the kindred of Archelaus, they stood on nei- 
ther side ; for to stand on Archelaus’s side, 
their hatred to him, and envy at him, would 
not give them leave ; while yet they were afraid 
to be seen by Caesar with his accusers. Be- 
sides these, there was present Archelaus’s 
brother, Philip, being sent thither before* 
band, out of kindness, by Varus, for two rea- 
sons : the one was this, that he might be as- 
sisting to Archelaus; and the other was this, 
that in case C.Tsar should make a distribution 
of w'hat Herod possessed among his posterity, 
he might obtain some share of it. 

2. And now, upon the permission that was 
given the accusers to sjjeak, they, in the first 
place, went over Herod’s breaches uf tlieir 
law, and said that lie was not a king, but the 
most barbarous of all tyrants, and that they 
had found him to be such by the sulferings 
they undcnveiit from him : that when a very 
great number had been slain by him, those 
that were left liad endured such miseries, that 
they called those that were dead happy men ; 
that he had not only tortured the bodies of his 
subjects, but entire cities, and had donemutli 
harm to the cities of his own country, wliile 
he adorned those that belonged to foreigners ; 
and he shed the. blood of Jews, in order to do 
kindness to those people w ho were out of their 
bounds ; that he had filled the nation full of 
poverty, and of the greatest iniquity, instead 
of that happiness and those laws which they 
had anciently enjoyed ; that, in short, tiie 

♦ Thi.s holding of a council in the temple of Ai)olU>, 
in the em^KJror’s palace at Home, by Augustus, and ewn 
the huilding of this temple inugtunccntly by himself in 
that luilacc, are exactly agreeable to Augustus, in bis 
elder years, as Aldrich and Spanbeini observe niul prow 
from Sxietunius and ProperUus. 
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Jews had borne more calamities from Herod, 
in a few years, than had their forefathers dur- 
ing all that interval of time that had passed 
since they had come out of Babylon, and re- 
turned home, in the reign of Xerxes;* that, 
however, the nation was come to so low a con- 
dition, by being inured to hardships, that 
they submitted to his successor of their ow 
accord, though he brought them into bitter 
slavery ; that accordingly they readily called 
Archelaus, though he was the son of so great 
a tyrant, tdngi after the decease of his father, 
and joined with liini in mourning for the death 
of Herod, and in washing him good success 
in that his succession ; while yet this Arche- 
laus, lest he should be in danger of not being 
thought the genuine son of Herod, began his 
reign with the murder of three thousand ci- 
tizens ; as if he had a mind to offer so many 
bloody sacrifices to God for his governinent, 
and to fill the temple with the like number of 
dead bodies at that festival : tliat, however, 
those that were left after so many miseries, 
liad just reason to consider now at last the ca- 
lamities they had undergone, and to oppose 
themselves, like soldiers in war, to receive those 
stripes upon their faces, [but not upon their 
hacks as hitherto]. Whereupon they prayed 
(hat tlic Romans would have compassion up- 
on the [poor] remains of Judea, and not ex- 
pose wliat was left of them to such as barba- 
rously tore them to pieces, and that tliey 
would join their country to Syria, and admi- 
riistcr the government by their own comman- 
der’, whereby it would [soon] be demonstrated 
that those who are now under the calumny of 
seditious persons, ami lovers of war, know 
now to bear govci nors that are set over them, 
i(‘ they be but tolerable ones. So the Jews 
concluded their accusations with this request. 
T!ien rose up Nicolaus, and confuted the ac- 
cusations that w^ere brought against the kings, 
and himself accused the Jewish nation, as 
hard to be ruled, and as naturally disobedient 
to kings. He also reproached all those kiiis- 
luen of Archelaus wlio had left him, and were 
gone over to his accusers. 

3. So C.xsar, after he had heard both sides, 
dissolved the assembly for that time ; but a 
few days afterward, lie gave the one half of 
Herod’s hingdom to Archelaus, by the name 
of Ethnarcli, and promised to make him king 
also afierwajd, if he rendered himself worthy 
of that dignity ; frut as to the other half, liej 
divided it into two tetiarchios, and gave them 
to two other sons of Herod, the one of them 
to Philip, and the other to that Anlipas rvho 
contested the kingdom witli Archelaus. Un- 
der this last was Perea and Galilee, with are- 
venue of tw'o hundred (alcnts: but Bataiiea, 
and Trachonitis, and Auranitis, and certain 

* Here we have a strong confirmation that it was 
Xerxes, and not Artaxerxes, mule.- whom the main part 
of the Jews retumcA out of dw Uabylomau captivity; 
i. e.. in the days of E/.ra and Nehemiuh. Tlic same 
thing is in the Antiq. b. xi, chap, v, sect. 1. 
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parts of Zcno*s house about Jamnia, with a 
revenue of a hundred talents, were made sub- 
ject to Philip ; while Idumea, and all Judea, 
and Samaria, were parts of the ctlinarchy of 
Archelaus, although Samaria was eased of one 
quarter of its taxes, out of regard to their not 
having revolted with the rest of the nation. 
He also made subject to him the following ci- 
I ties, viz. Strato’s Tower, and Sebaste, and 
'Joppa, and Jerusalem j but as to the Grecian 
cities Gaza, and Gadara, and, Hippos, he cut 
them off from the kingdom, and added them 
to Syria. Now the revenue of the country 
that was given to Arclielaus, was four bun-. 
dred talents. Salome also, besides rvhat the 
king had left her in liis testaments, was now 
made mistress of Jamnia, and Aslidod, and 
Phasaclis. Ctesar did moreover bestow upon 
her tlie royal palace of Ascalon ; by all which 
she got together a revenue of sixty talents; 
but he put her house iindor tlie etijnarchy of 
Archelaus ; and for the rest of Herod’s off- 
spring, they received what was bequeathed to 
them in his testaments ; but, besides that, Cae- 
sar granted to Herod’s two virgin daughters 
five hundreil thousand [drachmie] of silver, and 
gave them in marriage to the sons of Pheroras: 
but after this family distribution, he gave be- 
tween them what had been bequeathed to him 
by Herod, which was a thousand talents, re- 
serving to himself only some inconsiderable 
presents, in honour of the deceased. 


CHAPTER Vn. 

THE HISTORY OF THE SPURIOUS ALEXANDER. 
ARCHELAUS IS BANISHED, AND GLAPHYRA 
DIES, AFTER WHAT WAS TO HAPPEN TO 
BOTH OF THEIM HAD BEEN SHOWN THEM IN 
DREAMS. 

§ 1. In the meantime there was a man, who 
was by birth a J(*w, but brought uj) at Sidon 
with one of the Roman freed-mcn, who falsely 
pretended, on account of the resemblance 
of their countenances, that he was tliat Alex- 
ander who was slain by Herod. This man 
came to Ronie, in hopes of not being detect- 
ed. He h.'td one who was his assistant, of 
his own nation, and who knew' all the affairs 
of the kingdom, and instructed him to say how' 
those that were sent to kill him and Aristo- 
biilus had pity iqion them, and stole them 
away, by putting bodies that were like theirs 
in their places. This man deceived the Jews 
that were at Crete, and got a great deal of 
money of them, for travelling in splendour ; 
and thence sailed to Melos, where be was 
thought so certainly genuine, that he got a 
great deal more money, and prevailed with 
those who had treated him to sail along with 
him to xlome. So he landed at Dicearchia 
i Puteoli], and got very large presents from 
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the Jews who dwelt there, and was conduct, 
ed by his father’s friends as if he were a king ; 
nay, the resemblance in his countenance pro- 
cured him so much credit, that those who had 
seen Alexander, and had knowm him very 
well, would take their oaths that he was the 
very same person. Accordingly, the whole 
body of the Jews that were at Rome ran out 
in crowds to sec him, and an iniiiimerahle 
multitude there was who stood in the narrow 
places through which he w as carried ; for 
those of 3Ielos were so far distracted, that 
they carried him in a sedan, and maintained 
a royal attendance for him at their owm pro- 
per charges. 

2. But Ca’sar, who knew perfectly well 
the lineaments of Alexander’s face, because 
he had been accused by Herod before him, 
discerned the fallacy in liis countenance, even 
before he saw the man. However, he siilfer- 
ed the agreeable fame that w'ont of him to 
have some weight with him, and sent Cela- 
dus, one who well knew Alexander, and or- 
clercd him to bring the young man to him. 
But when Ca'sar sav\ him, he immediately 
discerned a difference in his countenance ; and 
when he had discovered that his whole body 
,vas of a more robust texture, and like that of 
a slave, he understood the whole was a con- 
trivance. But the impudence of what he 
said greatly provoked him to be angry at him j 
for when he was asked about Aristobulus, he 
said that he was also preserved alive, and was 
left on purpose in Cyprus, for fear of trea- 
chery, because it would be liariler for plotters 
to get them both into their power while they 
were separate. Then did Caesar take him by 
himself privately, and said to him , — ** I will 
give thee thy life, if thou wilt discover who 
it was that persuadetl thee to forge such sto- 
ries.” So lie saiil that he would discover 
him, and followed C:esar, and poii'ted to that 
Jew' who abused the resemblance of his face 
to get money ; for that he had received more 
presents in every city than ever Alexander 
did wiien he w'as alive. Casar laughed at 
the contrivance, and put this spurious Alex- 
ander among his rowers, on account of the 
strength of his body j but ordered him that 
persuaded him to be put to death. But for 
the people of Melos, they had been sufficient- 
ly punished for their folly, by the expenses 
they had hec-n at on his account. 

3. And now Archelaus took possession of 
his elhnarchy, and used n(»t the Jews only, 
but the Samaritans also, barbarously ; and this 
out of his resentment of tlieii old quunels 
with him. Whereupon they both of them 
sent ambassadors against him to Ca'sar; and 
in the ninth year of his governraont he was 
banished to Vienna, a city of Gaul, and his 
elfects were put into Cicsar’s treasury. But 
tlie report goes, that before he was sent for 
by Ca'sar, he seemed to see nine ears of corn, 
full and large, but devoured by oxen. W'hen, 


therefore, he had sent for the diviners, and 
some of the Chaldeans, and inquired of them 
what they thought it portended ; and when 
one of them had one interpretation, and ano- 
ther had another, Simon, one of the sect ot 
the Essens, said that he thought the cars of 
corn denoted years ; and the oxen denoted a 
mutation of things, because by their plough 
ing they made an alteration of the country. 
That therefore he should reign as many years 
as there w ere ears of corn ; and after he had 
passed through various alterations of fortun*?, 
should die. Now five days after Archelaus 
had heard this interpretation, he was called to 
his trial. 

4. I cannot but tliink it worthy to be re- 
corded what dream Glaphyra, the daughter of 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, had, who had 
at first been wife to Alexander, who was the 
brother of Archelaus, concerning w'hom we 
have been discoursing. This Alexander was 
the son of Herod the king, by whom he was 
pul to death, as we have already related. 
This Glaphyra was married, after his death, 
to Juba, king of labya; and, after his death, 
w'as returned home, and lived a widow with 
lier father. Then it was that Archelaus, the 
cthnarch, saw Irer, and fell so deeply in love 
with her, that he divorced Mariamnc, who 
was then his wife, and married her. When, 
therefore, she was come into Judea, and had 
been there for a little while, she thought she 
saw Alexander stand by her, and that he said 
to her, — “ Thy marriage with the king of 
Libya might have been sufficient for thee; 
but tliou wast not contented with him, but 
art returned again to my family, to a third 
husband ; and him, thou impudent woman, 
hast thou chosen for tliine husband, who is 
my brother. However, I shall not overlook 
the injury thou hast offered mu ; I shall 
[soon] have thee again, whetlier thou wilt or 
no,” Now Glaphyra hardly survived tht 
I iiairattou of this dream of hers two days. 


CHAPTER VI 11. 

AltCJIKLAUs’s KTIINAIICHT IS REDUCED INTO A 
I ROMAN] I'ROVIMJE. THE SEDITION OF JU- 
DAS OF GALILEE. THE THREE SECTS OFTHK 
JEWS. 

^ 1. And now Archelaus’s part of Judea 
was reduced into a ])rovince, and Coponius, 
one of the equestrian order among the Ro- 
mans, was sent as a procurator, having the 
power of [life and] death put into his hands 
by Caesar. Under his administration it was 
that a certain Galilean, whose name was Judas, 
prevailed with Ids countrymen to revolt ; and 
said they were cowards if they would endure 
to pay a lax to the Romans, and would, after 
God, submit to mortal men as their lords. 
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This man was a teacher of a peculiar sect of 
his own, and was not at all like the rest of 
those their leaders. 

2. For there are three philosophical sects 
among the Jews. The followers of the first 
of whom are the Pharisees; of the second the 
Sadducees ; and the third sect, who pretends 
to a severer discipline, are called Essens. 
These last are Jews by birth, and seem to 
have a greater afTection for one another than 
the otlier sects have. These Essens reject 
pleasures as an evil, but esteem continence, 
and the conquest over our passions, to be vir- 
tue. They neglect wedlock, hut choose out 
other persons’ children, while they are pliable, 
and fit for learning ; and esteem them to be of 
their kindred, and form them according totlieir 
own manners. I'liey do not absolutely deny 
the fitness of marriage, and tlie succession of| 
mankind thereby continued ; but they guard 
against the lascivious behaviour of women, and 
are jiersuaded that none of them preserve their 
fidelity to one man. 

These men are despisers of riches, and 

very communicative as raises our adinir- 
iilion. Nor is there any one to be foumi 
among them who hatli more than another; 
or it is a law among them, that those who 
come to tliem must let what they have b 
comniou to the whole order, — insomuch, tiuit 
among them all there is no appearance of 
poverty or excess of riches, but every one’s 
possessions are intermingled with every other’s 
possessions; and so there is, as it were, one 
patrimony among all the brethren. They 
think that oil is a defilement ; and if any one 
of them be anointed without his own approl)a- 
tioii, it is wiped oil’ his body for they tliiuk 
to be sweaty is a good thing th <lo also 
to be clothed in while garments. They also 
have stewards appointed to take care of their 
common idfaivs, who every one of them iuive 
no separate l)usine>s for any, hut what is for 
the use of them all. 

i. 'I’hey have no certain city, but many of 
them dwell in every city ; and if any of their 
sect come from other places, what they have 
lies open for them, just as if it were their own; 
and they g(j into such us they never knew be- 
fore, as if tliey l>ad been ever so long acajuaint- 
ed with than). For wiiieli reason they carry 
nothing vv.ih them wlieii they travel into re- 
mou pirts, though still tliey take their wea- 
pons with them, for fear of thieves. Accord- 
, ingiy there is, in every city vvliere they live, 
one appointed particularly to take care of 
strangers, and to provide garments and other 
necessaries le. tiiem. Hut the habit and 
management of their bodies is such as ciiiU 
dren use who are in. fear of their masters. 
Nor do they allow of tne change of garments, 
or of shoes, till they be lirst entirely torn to 
pieces, or worn out by time. Nor do they 
either buy or sell any thing to one anotiier ; 


:mt every one of them gives what he h.ath to 
him that wanteth it, and receives from him 
again in lieu of it what may he convenient foi 
himself ; and although there be no requital 
made, they are fully allowed to take what they 
want of whomsoever they please. 

5. And as for their piety towards God, it 
is very extraordinary ; for before sun-rising 
they speak not a word about profane matters, 
but put up certain prayers which they have 
received from their forefathers, as if they 
made a supplication for its rising. After this 
every one of them are sent away by their cu- 
rators, to exercise some of those arts wherein 
they are skilled, in which they labour with 
great diligence till the fifth hour. After 
which they assetnblc tliemselves together a- 
;ain into one place; and when they have 
clothed themselves in white veils, they then 
bathe their bodies in cold water. And after 
this purification is over, they every one meet 
together in an apartment of their own, into 
which it is not permitted to any of another 
sect to enter ; while they go, after a pure 
manner, into the dining-room, as into a cer- 
tain holy temple, and quietly set themselves 
down ; upon which tlie baker lays them loaves 
ill order ; the cook also brings a single plate 
of one sort of Ibotl, and sets it before every 
one of them ; but a priest says grace before 
meat; and it is unlawful for any one to taste 
of tlie food before grace be said. Tlie same 
priest, when he hath dined, says grace again af- 
ter meat ; and vvJjen they begin, and when they 
end, they praise God, as he that bestows their 
food upon them ; after vvhicli they lay aside 
tlieir [white] garments, and betake themselves 
to their labours again till the evening; then 
they return home to supper, after the same 
manner; and if there be any strangers there, 
they sit down with them. Nor is there ever 
any clamour or distui banco to pollute their 
iiOLise, but they give every one leave to speak 
in their turn ; wliicli silence thus kept in their 
house, appears to foreigners lik«* some tre- 
mendous mystery ; the cause of vvliicli is 
that perpetual sobriety they exercise, and the 
same settled measure of meat and drink that 
is allotted to tliem, and that such as is abund- 
antly suffici' -It for them. 

6*. And truly, as for other things, they 
do nothing hut according to tl.e injunctions 
of their curators ; only these two things are 
done among them at every one’s own free 
will, whicli are, to assist those that want it, 
I and to shew inercv ; for they are perrnilted of 
j tiieir own accord to afibrd succour to such as 
I deserve it, when they stand in need of it, and 
: to bestow food on those that are in distress ; 
but they cannot give any thing to their kin- 
dred without the curators. They dispense 
their anger after a just manner, and re- 
strain their passion. They are eminent for 
fidelity, ind are the ministers of peace ; what- 
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soever they* Lay also is firmer than an oath ; bu 
swearing is avoided by them, and they estem 
it worse than perjury ;• for they say, that he 
who cannot be believed without [swearing by^ 
God, is already condemned. They also take 
great pains in studying the writings of the an- 
cients, and choose out of them wliat is most 
for the advantage of their soul and body ; and 
they inquire after such roots and medicinal 
stones as may cure their distempers. 

6. But now, if any one hath a mind to 
come over to their sect, he is not immediately 
admitted, but he is prescribed the same me- 
thod of living which they use, for a year, 
while he continues excluded j and they give 
him a small hat(^het, and the fore-mentioned 
girdle, and the white garment. And when 
he bath given evidence, during that time, that 
he can observe their continence, he approaches 
nearer to their way of living, and is made a 
partaker of the waters of j)uiilication ; yetis 
he not even now admitted to live with them ; 
for after this demonstration of his fortitude, 
his temper is tried two more years, and if he 
appear to be worthy, they then admit him in- 
to their society. And before he is allowed 
to touch their common food, he is obliged to 
take tremendous oaths ; that, in the first place, 
he will exercise piety tow'ards God; and tl)en, 
diat he w ill observe justice tow ards men ; and 
that he w-ill do no harm to any one, either of 
his ow'n accord, or by the command of others; 
that he w'ill always hate the wicked, and be 
assistant to the righteous ; that he will ever 
show' fidelity to all men, and especially to 
those in authority, because no one obtains the 
government witlioul God’s assistance ; and 
that if lie be in authority, ht will at no time 
whatever abuse his authority, nor c havour 
to outshine his subjects, cither in his g iUents, 
or any other finery ; that he will be j/erpetu- 
ally a lover of truth, aud propose to himself 
to reprove those that tell lies; that he will 
keep his hands clear from theft, aud liis soul 
from unlawful gains ; and that he w ill neither 
conceal any thing from thos‘; of his own sect, 
nor discover any of tlieir doctrines to others, 
no, not though any one should compel him 
bo to do at the hazard of his life. Moreover, 

* This practice of the Essens, in refusing t« swear, 
and esteeming swearing, on ordinary i>(«>asions, worse 
than perjury, is delivered lieie in general words, as are 
the parallel injunctions of our Saviour, Matth. vi, .'>4; 
xxiii. IG; and of St. James v, ISJ ; but all admit of par- 
tie\ilai exceptions for solemn eauses, and on great ami 
necessary oeeasi<ms. these very Essens, who here 

do so zealously avoid swearing, are related in the very 
next section, to admit none iiU they lake tremendou.-. 
oaths to perform their several duties to (iod, and to their 
neighbour, without su{)posing they threby break this 
rule. Not to swear at all. 'J'he rase is the same in Chris- 
tianity, as we learn from (he Apostolical Constitutions, 
which, although they agree with Christ and St. James, 
In forbidding to swear in general, eh. v, li?, vi, 2.> ; yet 
do they explain it elsewhere, by avoiding to swear false- 
ly, and to swear often and in vain, ch. li, Sfi ; and again 
by ** not swearing at all” but withal adding, that “if that 
cannot be avoided, to swear truly,” ch. vii, 3; which 
abundantly exiilain to us the nature of the measure of 
this general injunction. 


he swears to communicace their doctrines to 
no one any otherwise than as he received them 
himself ; tliat he will abstain from robbery, 
and will equally preserve the books belonging 
to their sect, and the names of the angels f 
[or messengers]. These are the oaths by 
which they secure their proselytes to them^ 
selves. 

8. But for those that are caught in any 
heinous sins, they cast tliem out of their so- 
ciety ; and he who is thus separated from 
them, does often die after a miserable man- 
ner ; for as he is bound by the oath he hath 
taken, and by the customs he hath been en- 
gaged in, he is not at liberty to partake of 
that food that he meets with elsewhere, but is 
forced to eat grass, and to famish his body 
with hunger till he perish ; for which reason 
they receive many of them again w-licn they 
are at their last gasp, out of compassion tc 
them, as thinking the miseries they have cn- 
lured till they came to the very brink of 
leatli, to be a suflicient punishment for the 
sins they had been guilty of. 

9. But in the judgments they exercise they 
lire most accurate and just; nor do they pass 
sentence by the votes of a court that is fewer 
than a hundred. And as to what is once de- 
termined by that number, it is unalterable. 
What tliey most of all honour, after God him. 
elf, is the name of their legislator [Moses] ; 

whom, if any one blaspheme, lie is punished 
capitally. They also think it a good thing 
to obey their elders, and the major part. Ac- 
cordingly, if ten of them he sitting together, 
no one of them will speak while the other 
nine arc against it. They also avoid spitting 
m the midst of them, or on the right side. 
Moreover, tliey arc slrieter than any other ol 
the Jews in resting from their laboiiis on the 
‘jcventli day ; for they not only get their food 
ready the day before, that they may not be 
;d>liged to kindle a fire on that day, but they 
will not remove any vessel out of its place, 
nor go to stool thereon. Nay, on the other 
days tliey dig a small jiit, a foot deep, with a 
paddle (ivjiieh kind of hatchet is given them 
when they are first admitted among them) ; 
luul covering themselves round with their gar- 
nent, that they may not afilront the divine 
rays of liglit, they ease tliemselves into that 
ait, after which they put the earth that was 

t This mention of the “ nameS of angels,” so parti 
cnilarly preserved by the Essens (if it means nuire than 
those *“ messengers^’ who wore employed to bring them * 
the peevdiar Ixioksof their seet), looks like a prelude to 
that “ worshipping of angels,” blamed by St. Paul, as 
su^H-'istitious and unlawful, in some sueh sort of ])CopIe 
as these Essens were, t'olass. ii, 8. As is the prayer to 
:>r towards llie isuii, for his rising every morning, men- 
ioned before, scet. 5, very like those not niiieh later 
observances made mention of in the preaehingof J*cter, 
AutJicnt. Rcc. part li, page Gtiy, and regarding a kind 
jf worship of angels, of the month, and of tlic mixni, 
md not celebrating tlic new moons, or other festivals, 
unless the moon appeared. Which, indeed, seems to 
me the earliest mention of any regard to the moon’s 
phases in fixing the Jewish calendar, of wfiich the I’at- 
inud and later rabbins talk so much, and upon so very 
‘ittlc ancient foundation. 
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dug out again into tlie pit ; and even this they i 
do only in the more lonely places, which they j 
choose out for this purpose; and although 
this easement of the body be natural, yet it is 
A rule with them to wash themselves after it, 
as if it were a defilement to them. 

10- Now after the time of their preparato- 
ry trial is over, they are parted into four 
classes; and so far arc the juniors inferior to 
the seniors, that if the seniors should be 
touched by the juniors, they must wash them- 
selves, as if they had intermixed themselves 
with the company of a foreigner. They are 
long-lived also ; insomuch that many of them 
live above a hundred years, by means of the 
simplicity of their diet ; nay, as I think, by 
means of the regular course of life they ob- 
serve also. They contemn the miseries of 
life, and are above pain, by the generosity of 
their mind. And as for death, if it will be 
for their glory, they esteem it better than liv- 
ing always ; and indeed our wMr with the 
Romans gave abundant evidence what great 
souls they had in their trials, wherein, al- 
though tliey were tortured and distorted, 
burnt and torn to pieces, and w’eiit through 
all kinds of instruments of torment, that they 
might be forced either to blaspheme their le- 
gislator, or to eat what was forbidden them, 
yet could they not be made to do either of 
them, no, nor once to flatter their tormentors, 
or to shed a tear; but they smiled in their 
very pains, and laughed those to scorn who 
inflicted the torments upon them, and resigned 
i*ip their souls with great alacrity, as expect- 
ing to receive them again. 

1 1 . For their doctrine is this ; — That bodies 
are corriiptil)lo, and that the matter they are 
made of is not permanent ; but that tlie souls 
are immortal, and continue for ever ; and 
ihuL they out of the most subtile air, 

and are up'ted to their bodies as in prisons, 
into wliich they are drawn by a certain natu- 
ral enti' eiiient ; but tliat when they are set 
iVi froi'i the bonds of the flesh, they then, as 
released from long botida^ rejoice and 
mount u; ward. And this is likt the opinion 
of the Gieeks, that good souls have their Iia- 
bitations beyond the ocean, in a region that is 
neither oppressed wdlh storms of rain, or snow, 
or with inU use heat, but that this place is such 
as is refreshed by tlie gentle breathing of a 
west wind, that ij perpetually blowing from 
the ocean ; while they allot to bad souls a dark 
and tempestuous den, full of never-ceasing 
punishments. And indeed the Greeks seem 
to me to tiav followed the same notion, when 
they allot the islands of the blessed to their 
brave men, wdiom they call heroes and demi- 
gods ; and to the souls of the wicked, the re- 
gion of the ungodly, in Hades, where their 
fables relate that certain persons, such as Sisy- 
phus, and Tantalus, and Ixion, and Tityus, 
are punished ; which is built on this first sup- 
position, that souls are iinmurtal ; and thc'iicc 


j arc those exhortations to virtue, and dcliorta 
j tions from wickedness collected ; whereby 
good men are bettered in the conduct of their 
life, by the hope they have of reward after their 
death, and whereby the vehement inclinations 
of bad men to vice are restrained, by the fear 
and expectation they arc in, that although they 
should lie concealed in this life, they should 
siifler immortal punishment after their death. 
These are the divine doctrines of the Essens* 
about the soul, which lay an unavoidable bait 
for such as have once had a taste of their phi- 
losophy. 

12. There are also those among them who 
undertake to foretel things to come, f by 
reading the holy bonks, m|d using several 
sorts of purifications, and being perpetually 
conversant in the discourses of the prophets ; 
and it is but seldom that they miss in their 
predictions. 

13. Moreover, there is another order of 
Essen who agree with the rest as to their 
way of living, and customs, and laws, but 
difler from them in the point of marriage, as 
thinking that by not marrying they cut off 
the principal i)art of human life, which is the 
prospect of succession ; nay rather, that if all 
men should be of ibo same opinion, the whole 
race of mankind would fail. However, they 
try their sj)Ouscs for tliree years ; and if they 
find that they have their natural purgations 
thrice, as trials that they are likely to he fruit- 
ful, they then actually marry them. But they 
do not use to accompany with their wivey 
when they are with child, as a dcmoristratiori 
that they do not marry out of regard to plea- 
sure, but for the sake of posterity. Now llio 
women go into the baths with some of their 
garments on, as the men do with .somewhat 

led about them. And these are the ciis- 
lonis of this order of Essens. 

11.' But then as to the two other orders at 
first mentioned ; the Pharisees arc those who 
are esteemed most skilful in the exact expli- 
cation of their laws, and introduce the first 
sect. These ascribe all to fate [or provi- 
dence], and to God, and yet allow, that to 
act what is right, or the contrary, is princi- 
pally in the power of men, although fate does 
co-operate in every action. They say that all 
souls are incorruptible; but that the souls | of 

♦ Of these Je’visli or Es.scne (and indeed Christian) 
doctrines concernini; sunls, both good and bad, in Hades, 
SCO that excellent discourse or homily of our Josephus 
concerning Hades, at the end of the volume. 

t Dean Aldrich reckons np three examples of this 
gift of prophecy, in several of these Es.scns out of Jose- 
phus himself, riz- in the History of the War, b. i, ch. 
liti sect. ,5, Judas foretold the death of .\ntigonu.s at 
Strato’s Tower ; b. ii, ch. vii, sect. 3. Simon foretold 
that Archelaus should reign but nine or ten years; an<l 
Aiitiq. b. XV, ch, x, .sect. 4, 5. Menahern tbretohl that 
Herod should be king, and should reign tyrannically, 
and that for more than twenty or even thirty year.s. All 
which came to pass accordingly. 

t There is so much more here about the Essens than 
is cited from Josephus in I’orphyry and Eusebius, and 
yet so much less about the Pnari.secs and Saildiicees, 
the two other Jewish sects, than would naturally be ex 
pected in proportion to the Essens or third sect, nay 
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f'ood men are only removed into other bodies, when the Roman empire was translated to 


—but that the souls of bad men are subject 
to eternal punishment. But the Sadducecs 
are those that compose the second order, and 
take away fate entirely, and suppose that God 
is not concerned in our doing or not doing 
what is evil ; and they say, that to act what is 
good, or what is evil, is at men’s own choice, 
and that the one or the other belongs so to 
every one, that they may act as they please. 
They also take away the belief of the immor- 
tal duration of the soul, and the punishments 
and rewards in Hades. Moreover, the Pha- 
risees are friendly to one another, and are for 
the exercise of concord and regard for the 
public. But tli^Kdiaviuur of the Sadducces 
one towards another is in some degree wild ; 
and their conversation with those that are of 
their own party is as barbarous as if they 
were strangers to them. And this is what 1 
had to say concerning the philosophic sects 
among the Jews. 


CHAPTER IX. 

THE DEATH OF SALOME. THE CITIES WHICH 
HEROD AND PHILIP BUILT. PILATE OCCA- 
SIONS DISTURBANCES. T1BEHIU8 PUTS AGRtP' 
FA INTO BONDS, BUT CAIUS FB£ES HIM FROM 
THEM, AND MAKES HIM KING. HEROD AN> 
TIPAS IS BANISHED. 

§ 1. And now, as the cthnarchy of Arche- 
laus was fallen into a Roman province, the 
other sons of Herod, Philip, and that Herod 
who was called Antipas, each of them took 
upon them the administration of their own te 
trarchies; for when Salome died, she bequeath- 
ed to Julia, the wife of Augustus, both 1 
toparchy, and Jamnia, as also her plantation 
of palm-trees that were in Phasaelis *. Bii 

th.in seems to l)e referred to by himself elsewhere, tha 
otic is tempted to suppose Josephus had .it first writte 
less of the one, and nioieof the two others, than hi 

I Jiesent copies afford us; as also, that, by some ui 
aiown aeeident, our present eopies are here made up of 
the larger edition in the first ease, and of the sinallei 
in the second. See the note in llavercamp’s editior 
However, what J(jsei)hus sjiys in the name of tl . 
l*harisets, that only the souls of good men go out oi 
one hotly into atudher. although all souls 1^* innnor 
Ul, and still the souls t)f the bad are liable to eteina 
punishment ; as also what he says afterwards, Antiq. b. 
xviii, chap, i, sect. .3, that the stud’s vigour is iniinortal, 
and that under the earth (hey receive rewanls or pun 
ishments according as their lives have lieen virtuous t) 
vicious in the ]»rest;nt world ; that to the had is allottn 
HU eternal prison, but tliat the good are perinittetl t 
live again iu this world, are nearly agreeable to the dtie 
trines of Christianity. Only .it)sephus’s rejection of tht 
return of Ute wiekwl into' otliei btniies, or jnto thii 
world, wltieh lie grants tt) the good, lot)ks semiewhu' 
like a wntradietioii to St. J’aul’s .lecouiit of the doc 
trine of the Jews, that “ themselves ailoweet that there 
should be a resurreetion of the dead, both of the just 
and unju-st,” Acts, eh. xxiv, I.*) ; yet, because Josephus’s 
account is that of the IMiansees, and .St. Paitl’s that ol 
the Jews in general, and of liiinself, the eontra«lictior 
is not very certain. 

» We have here, in that (ireek MS. which was one 
Alexander Petavius’s, but it is no v in the library a 
Leyden, two most remarkable addition.'! 'o tliecomuiij 


Tiberius, the son of Julia, upon the death of 
Augustus, who had reigned fifty-seven years, 
;ix months, and two days, both Herod and 
'hilip continued in their tetrarchics j and the 
atter of them built the city Cesarea, at the 
biintains of Jordan, and in the region of Pa- 
eas; as also the city Julias, in the Lower 
Gaulonitis. Herod also built the city Tiberi- 
as in (ralilec, and in Perea [beyond Jordan] 
mother that was also called Julias. 

2. Now Pilate, w'ho was sent as procura- 
;or into Judea by Tiberius, sent by night 
ihose images of Ctesar that are called Ensigns, 
nto Jerusalem. '^Hus excited a very great 
.umult among the Jews when it was day ; for 
Lose that were near them were astonished at 
he sight of them, as indications that their 
laws were trodden under foot : for those laws 
io not permit any .sort of image to be brought 
nto the city. Nay, besides the indignation 
which the citizens themselves had at this pro- 
cedure, avast number of people came running 
)ut of the country. These came zealously to 
Pilate to Cesarea, and besought him to carry 
those ensigns out of Jerusalem, and to pre- 
serve them their ancient laws inviolable ; but 
upon Pilate's denial of their request, they fell 
down prostrate upon the ground, and con- 
tinued immoveable in that posture for five 
days and as many nights. 

3. On the next day Pilate sat upon hi' 
tribunal, in the open market place, and call 
ed to him the multitude, as desirous to give 
them an answer ; and then gave a signal lii 
the soldiers that they should all by agreement 
at once encompass the Jews with their wea- 
pons; so the hand of soldiers stood round a- 
bout the Jews in three ranks. The Jews 
were under the utmost consternation at that 
unexpected sight. Pilate also said to them, 
that they should he cut in pieces, unless they 
would admit of C;esar’s images ; and gave 
intimation to the soldiers to draw their na- 
ked swords. Hereupon the Jews, as it were 
at one sigiial, fell down in vast nuinhers to- 
gether, .'iiul cxpo.sed their necks hare, and 
cried out that they were sooner ready to he 
slain, than that their law should he transgress- 
ed. Hereupon Pilate was greatly surprised 
at their prodigious superstition, and gave or- 
der that the ensigns should he presently car- 
ried out of .ferusalem, ' 

4. After this he raised another disturbance, 
by expending that sacred treasure which is 

ctipiet, thoufjh dmneJ worth little remark by the edi- 
tor; which, ujion the joeiUiou of Tiburiu!>’.s ciiiuing 
to the empire, inserts first the famous testimony of 
Josephus eoneerninn Jesus fJirist, as it stands ver- 
batim in the Anli(i. b. xviii, chap, iii, sect. .3. with 
some parts of that excellent discourse or homily of 
Josephus cotieernin;' Hades, aiinexed to the work. Ihit 
what is here principally to be noted istlii.s, that in tliis 
homily, Josephus, havin/» just mentioned ('hrisl, as 

Got! the Wind, and (he Judge of the world, appoint- 
ed by the Father,” iVc. add.s, that “ he had hiin.seif else- 
where spoken about him more nicely or partieularlv ” 
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called Corban * upon aqueducts, whereby he 
brought water from the distance of four hun- 
dred furlongs. At this the multitude had 
great indignation ; and when Pilate was come 
to Jerusalem, they came about his tribunal, and 
made a clamour at it. Now when he was 
apprised aforehand of this disturbance, he 
mixed his own soldiers in their armour with 
the multitude, and ordered them to conceal 
themselves under the habits of private men, 
and not indeed to use their swords, but with 
their staves to beat those that made the cla- 
mour. He then gave the signal from his tri- 
bunal jto do as he had bidden them]. Now 
the Jews were so sadly beaten, that many of 
them perished by the stripes they received, and 
many of them pcrislicd as trodden to death, by 
wliich means the multitude was astonished at 
tlie calamity of those that were slain, and held 
their peace. 

5. In the mean time Agrippa, the son of 
that Aristobulus who had been slain by his fa- 
ther Herod, came to Tiberius to accuse lie- 
rod the te-trarch ; who not admitting of his ac- 
cusation, he staid at Rome, and cultivated a 
friendship with others of the men of note, but 
principally with Caius the son of Germanicus, 
who w-as then but a private person. Now 
this Agrippa, at a certain time, feasted Caius; 
and as he was very complaisant to him on 
several other accounts, he at length stretched 
out his hands, and openly wished that Tiberius 
might die, and that he might quickly see him 
emperor of the world. This was told to Ti- 
l.irius by one of Agrippa’s domestics; who 
*licreui)Oii was very angry, and ordered A- 
grippa to be bound, and liad him very ill treat- 
ed the )rison for six montlis, until Ti- 
uerius died, after he had reigned twenty-two 
vears, and six months, and three days. 

6. But when Caius was made Caesar, be re- 

leased Agrif-pa from bis bonds, and made him 
king of Philip’s tctrarchy, w’lio was now dead ; 
but when Agrippa bad arrived at that degree 
of ii)gnity, be inilamcd the ambitious desires of 
Herod 111*, tetrarcb, w'lio was chiefly induced 
to hope twr tlic royal authority by bis wife 
Herodias, wlio reproaclied him for bis sloth, 
and tohl him that it was only because he 
yoiild not : lil to Cfcsar that he was destitute 
of iliat dignity ; for since Cx’sar had 

made Agrippa a king, from a private person, 
much more would he advance liim from a te 
trarch to that digitity. These arguments pre- 
vailed witfi Herod, so that he came to Caius, 
by wliom be was punished for bis ambition, 
by being bauijl' d into Spain; for Agrippa 
followed him, in order to accuse him ; to 
whom also Caius gave Ins tctrarchy, by way of 
addition. So Herod died in Spain, whether 
his wife bad followed him. 

* his use of corban or obi it ion, as here applied 
to the sacred money dedicated to ( Jotl in the trc.asury of 
the temple, illustrates our Saviour’s words, Mark vii, 

a. 12. 


CHAPTER X. 

CAIUS COMMANDS THAT HIS STATUK SHOULD 

BE SET UP IN THE TEMPLE ITSELF; AND 

WHAT PETllONIUS DID THEllELPON. 

§ I. Now Caius C.'esar did so grossly abuse 
the fortune he had arrived at, as to lake him- 
self to be a god, and to desire to be so called 
also, and to cut off those of tlie greatest no- 
bility out of his country. He also extended 
lis impiety as far as the Jews. Accordingly, 
le sent Petronius with an army to Jerusalem, 
to place his statues in the tern pie, and com- 
manded him that, in case tlie Jews would not 
admit of them, he sliould slay those that op- 
posed it, and carry all the rest of the nation 
into captivity : but God concerned himself 
with these his commands. However, Petro- 
nius inarched out of Antioch into Judea, 
with three legions, and many Syrian auxilia- 
ries. Now as to the Jews, some of them 
could not believe the stories that spake of a 
war ; hut those that did believe them w'cre 
ill the utmost distress how to defend them- 
selves, and the terror diffused itself presently 
through them all ; for the army was already 
come to Ptoleinais. 

ti. This Ptolcmais is a maritime city of 
Galilee, built in the great plain. It is en- 
compassed with mountains; tliat on the east 
side, sixty furlongs ofl’, belongs to Galilee ; 
but that on the scnith belongs to Carmel, 
which is distant from it a hundred and twen- 
ty furlongs; and that on the north is the high- 
est of them all, and is called by the people of 
the country, The Ladder of the Tyrians, 
which is at the distance of a hundred furlongs. 
The veYy small river Bolus | runs by it, at 
the distance of tw'o furlongs; near wfliich 
there is Memnon’s monument, § and hath 
near it a place no larger than a hundred cu- 
bits, which deserves admiration ; for the place 
is round and hollow, and alfords sucli sand 
as glass is made of; which place when it hath 
been emptied *'y the many ships there loaded, 
it is filled again by the winds, which bring 
into it, as it were on purpose, that sand wdiich 
lay remote, and w'as no more tliaii bare com 
mon sand, while this mine presently turns it 
into glassy sand ; and what is to me still more 
wonderful, that glassy sand which is super- 
fluous, and is once removed out of the 

f Tadtnis owns that Caius cominaiKled the Jews to 
plaix? his effigies iu their teauplc though lie be mistaken 
when he adds that the Jews thi reupon took arms. 

J This account of a plaoc near the mouth of the river 
Reins in Phcenicia, whence came that sand out of which 
the antients made their glass, is a known thing in his- 
tory; particularly iu Tacitus and Strabo, and nuire large- 
ly in Pliny. 

§ This Mi'tfinoii had several monuments; and one 
of them ap^iears, both by Strabo and Diodorus, to 
[have beer in Syria, and not iinprohibly in this vcr> 

[ plai^. 
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place, bec omes bare common sand again ; and 
this is the nature of the place we are speak* 
ing of. 

3. But now the Jews got together in great 
numbers, with tlicir wives and children, into 
that plain that was by Ptolemais, and made 
supplication to Petronius, first for their laws, 
and, ill the next place, for themselves. So 
he was prevailed upon by the multitude of 
the supplicants, and by their supplications, 
and left his army and statues at Ptolemais, 
and then went forward into Galilee, and call- 
ed together the multitude and all the men of 
note to Tiberias, and showed them the power 
of the Romans, and the threatenings of Ca?- 
sar ; and, besides this, proved that their peti- 
tion was unreasonable, because, while all the 
nations in subjection to them had placed the 
images of Cicsar in their several cities, among 
the rest of their gods, — for them alone to op- 
pose it, was almost like the behaviour of re- 
volters, and was injurious to Ca'sar. 

4. And when they insisted on their law*, 
and the custom of their country, and how it 
was not only not permitted them to make ei- 
ther an image of God, or indeed of a man, 
and to put it in any despicable part of their 
country, much less in the temple itself, Petro- 
nius replied, And am not I also,** said he, 
“ bound to keep the laws of my own lord ? 
For if 1 transgress it, and spare you, it is but 
just tliat I perish ; while he tliat sent me, 
and not I, will commence a war against you ; 
for 1 am under command ns well as you,” 
Hereupon the whole multitude cried out, that 
they were ready to suffer for their law', Pe- 
tronius tlieii quieted them, and said to them, 
“Will you then make war against Ciesar?” 
The Jews said, ‘ We offer sacrifices twice 
every day for Ca?sar, and for the Roman peo- 
ple but that if he would place the images a- 
mong them, he must first sacrifice the whole 
Jewish nation ; and that they were ready to 
expose themselves, together with tlieir children 
and wives, to be slain. At this Petronius 
was astonished and pitied them on account of 
the inexpressible sense of religion the men 
were under, and lliat courage of theirs 
which made them ready to die for it ; so they 
were dismissed without success. 

5. But on the following days, he got toge- 
ther the men of pow er priv.ately, and the mul- 
titude publicly, and sometimes he used per- 
suasions to them, .and sometimes he gave them 
his advice ; but he chiefly made use of threat- 
enings to them, anil insisted uj)on the power 
of the Romans, and the anger of Cains ; and 
besides, upon the necessity he w'as himself 
under [to do as he was enjoined]. But as 
they could no way be prevailed upon, and be 
saw that the country was in danger of lying 
without tillage (for it was about seed-time 
that the multitude continued for fifty days to- 
gether idle), so he at last got them together, 
gnd told them, that it was best for him to run 


some hazard himself ; “ for either, by the di- 
vine assistance, I shall prevail with Cassar ; 
and shall myself escape the danger as well as 
you, which will be matter of joy to us botli j 
or, in case Caesar continue in liis rage, I will 
be ready to expose my own life for sucb a 
great number as you are.” Whereupon be 
dismissed the multitude, who prayed greatly 
for his prosperity ; and he took the army out 
of Ptolemais, and returned to Antioch ; from 
whence he presently sent an epistle to Caesar, 
and informed him of the irruption he had 
made into Judea, and of the supplications of 
the nation ; and tijat unless he had a mind to 
lose both the country and the men in it, lie 
must permit them to keep their law, and must 
countermand his former injunction, Cains 
answered that epistle in a violent way, and 
threatened to have l*ctronius put to death 
for hi« being so tardy in the execution of 
what he had coinniiuuled. But it happened 
that those who brought Caiiis’s epistle were 
tossed by a storm, and were detained on the 
sea for three months, while others that brought 
the news of Caius’s death had a good voyage. 
Accordingly, l*ctronius received the epistle 
concerning Cains, seven-and-twenty days be- 
fore he received tliat which w'as against him- 
self. 


CHAPTER XI. 

CONCEllNJNG Tili: GOVERNMENT OF CLAUDIUS, 
AND THE REIGN OF AGHIPPA. CONCERNING 
THE DEATH OF AGRIPPA AND OF HEROD, 
AND WHAT CHILDREN THEY ROTH LEFT RE- 
HIND THEM. 

§ 1. Now' when Cains had reigned three years 
and eight months, and had been slain by troa- 
chery, Claudius was hurried aw'ay by the ar- 
mies that were at Rome to take tlie govern- 
ment upon him; but llie senate, upon the re- 
ference of the consuls, Sentius Saturniniis^ 
and Poinponius Secundus, gave orders to the 
three regiments of soldiers that staid witli 
them, to keep the city quiet, and went up in- 
to the Capitol in great numbers, and resolved^ 
to oppose Claudius by force, on account of 
tlie barbarous treatment they bad met with 
from Cains; and they determined cither to 
settle the nation under an aristocracy, as they 
had of old been governed, or at least to choose 
by vole such a one for emperor as might be 
w'orthy of it. 

2, Now it happened, that at this time 
Agrippa sojourned at Rome, and that both 
the senate called him to consult with them, 
and at the same time Claudius sent for him 
out of tlie camp, that he miglit be serviceable 
to him, as he should have occasion for his 
service. So he, perceiving that Claudius w.ns 
in effect made Cafsar already, w'cnt to hiuK 
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who sent Itim, as an ambassador to the senate, 
o let them know what his intentions were: 
that, in the first place, it was without his seek- 
ing, that he was hurried away by the soldiers; 
moreover, that he thought it was not just to 
desert those soldiers in such their zeal for 
him, and that if he should do so, his own for- 
tune would be in uncertainty ; for that it was 
a dangerous case to have been once called lo 
the empire. He added farther, that he would 
administer the government as a good prince, 
and not like a tyrant ; for tliat he would be 
sati .fied with the honour of being called Em- 
percr, but would, in every one of his actions, 
pernnt them all to give him their advice; for 
that although he had not been by nature for 
uiode\ation, yet would the death of Cains af- 
ford hi n a sufficient demonstration how so- 
herly lie ought to act in that station. 

3. 'riiiv message was delivered by Agrippa; 
to which ‘^he senate replied, that since they 
had an army, and the wisest counsels on their 
side, they w.uild not endure a voluntary sla- 
very. When Claudius heard what answer 
(he senate had made, he sent Agrippa to them 
ngain, with the following message: — Tliathc 
could not bear the tiioughts of betraying them 
that had given their oaths to be true to him ; 
and that he saw lie must figlit, though un- 
willingly, against such as he had no mind to 
fight; that however, [if it must come to that 
it was proper to choose a ])lace without the 
city for the war; because it was not agreeable 
tu pif‘ty to pollute the temples of their own 
city w itli the blood of their own countrymen, 
and this only on occasion of their imprudent 
conduct. And when Agrippa had heard this 
message, he delivered it to the senators. 

d. in the ineau time, one of the soldiers 
belonging to the senate drew his sword, and 
cried out, () iny fellow-soldiers, what is the 
irieauing of this eholee of ours, to kill our 
brethren, and to use violence to our kindred 
th t‘ are with Claudius ! while we may have 
him for our emperor whom no one can blame, 
and who hath so many just reasons [to lay 
claim to the government] ! and this with re- 
gard to those against whom we are going to 
fight!” Wlien lie had said this, he marched 
l|.hrough tin? whole senate, and carried all the 
soldiers along with him. Upon w hich all the 
patricians were immediately in a great fright 
at. their being thus deserted. But still, hc- 
eausc there appeared no other way wdiither 
they could turn themselves for deliverance, 
they made haste the same w'ay with the sol- 
diers, and w'eiii to Claudius. But those that 
had the greatest luck in flattering the good 
fortune of Claudius betimes, met them be- 
fore the w’alls with their naked swords, and 
tliere was reason to fear that those that came 
first might have been in danger, before Clau- 
dius could know wdiat violence the soldiers 
were going to ofler them, had not Agrippa 
fun before, and told him what a dangerous 


tiling they were going about, and that unless 
he restrained the violence of these men, who 
w ere in a fit of madness against the patricians, 
he would lose those on whose account it was 
most desirable to rule, and would be emperor 
over a desert. 

5. When Claudius heard this he restrained 
the violence of the soldiery, and received the 
senate into the camp, and treated them after 
an obliging manner, and w^ent out with them 
presently, to offer their thank-offerings to God, 
which were proper upon his first coming to 
the empire. Moreover, he bestowed on A- 
grippa his whole paternal kingdom immedi- 
ately, and added to it, besides those countries 
that had been given by Augustus to Herod, 
Trachonitis, and Auranitis, and still besides 
these, that kingdom which was called the 
kingdom of Lysanias. This gift he declared 
to the people by a decree, but ordered the 
magistrates to have the donation engraved on the 
tables of brass, and to be set up in the Capi- 
tol. He liestowed on his brother Herod, who 
was also his son-in-law', by marrying [his 
daughter] Bernice, the kingdom of Chalcis, 

6. So now' riches flowed in to Agrippa by 
lis enjoyment of so large a dominion ; nor 
lid he abuse the money he had on small mat- 
ters, but lie began to encompass Jerusalem 
w'ith such a wall, which, had it been brought 
to perfection, had made it impracticable for the 
Romans to take it by siege ; but his dcatk 
which happened at Cesarea, before he had 
raised the walls to their due heiglit, jirevented 
him. He had then reigned three years, as he 
had governed his letrarchics three otlier years. 
He left lieliind him three daughters, horn to 
him by Cypios ; Bernice, Mariamne, and 
Hrusilla ; and a son born of the same mother, 
whose name was Agrippa ; he was left a very 
young child, so that Claudius made the conn, 
try a ' Roman province, and sent Ciispius 
Fadus to be its procurator, and after him Ti- 
berius Alexander, who, making no alterations 
of the ancient laws, kept the nation in tran- 
quillity. Now' after this, Herod the king of 
Chalcis died, and left behind him two sons, 
born to him of his brother’s daughter Bernice ; 
their names were Bcrnicianus, and Ilyrcamis 
[He also left behind him] Aristobulus, w'hoin 
he had by his former wife IVIariamne. There 
was besides, another brother of his that died a 
private person, his name was also Aristobulus, 
who left behind him a daugliter, whose name 
was Jotape; and these, as 1 have formerly 
said, were the children of Aristobulus, the son 
of Herod ; which Aristobulus and Alexandei 
w'cre born to Herod by Mariamne, and were 
slain by him. But as for Alexander’s poste* 
rity, they reigned in Armenia. 


2K 
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CTIAPTEU XII. 

MANY TUMULTS UNDKR CUM ANUS, WHICH WLUK 
COMPOSED BY QcrADRATUS. FELIX IS PRO- 
CURATOR OF JUDEA. AGRIPPA IS ADVANCED 
FROM CHALCIS TO A GREATER KINGDOM. 

§ 1. Now afUT llio (lealli of Ilorocl, kin«^ of 
Chalcis, Claudius sot A^rippa, the son of A- 
grippa, over his uncle’s kingdom, while Cu- 
manus took upon him the oilice of procurator 
of the rest, which was a Roman province, and 
therein he succeeded Alexander ; under which 
Cumanus began the troubles, and the Jews’ 
ruin came on ; for whe>i the multitude were 
come together to Jer ale , to the fe: of i 
leavened bread, and a Roman cohort stood 
over the cloisters of the temple (for they al- 
ways were armed and kept guard at the fes- 
tivals, to prevent any innovation which the 
multitude thus gathered together might make), 
one of tl»e soldiers jiulled back liis garment, 
and cowering down after an indecent manner, 
turned Ids breech to the Jews, and spake such 
words as you might expect upon such a pos- 
ture. At this the whole inullilude had indig- 
nation, and made a clamour to Cumanus, that 
he would punish the soldier ; while the rasher 
part of the youth, and such as were naturally 
the most tumuli uoiis, fell to figliiing, and 
caught up stones, and threw them at the sol- 
diers. Upon which Cumanus was afraid lest 
all the people should make an assault upon 
him, and sent to call for more armed men, 
who, when they came in great numbers into the 
cloisters, the Jews were in a very great conster- 
nation ; and being beaten out of the temple, 1 
they ran into the city ; and the violence with 
which they crow'ded to get out was so great, 
that they trod upon each other, and squeezed 
one another, till ton thousand of them were 
killed, insomuch tliat this feast became the 
cause of inouining to the whole nation, and 
every family lamented [their own relations!. 

2, Now there folio w’ed after this anothor 
calamity, wliicli arose from a tumult made by 
robbers ; for at the public road of IJetli-horcn, 
one Stephen, a servant of (.'lesar, carried some 
furniture, which the robbers fell upon and 
seized. Upon tliis Cumanus sent men to go 
round about to the neighbouring villa .les, and 
to bring their inhabitants to him bound, as 
laying it to their charge that they had not pur- 
sued after the thieves, and caught them. Now' 
here it was that a certain soldier finding the 
sacred book of the law', tore it to jiieces, and 
threw' it into the fire.* Hereupon the Jews 
were in great <Iisorder, as if their whole coun- 
try were in a llame, and assembled themselves 

* Relanrt notes here, that the 'J'almuR, Jn recounting 
ten sad accidents for wnu h the Jews ou^litu, rend their 
I'annents, reckons this for oirc; — “ When they hear that 
the law of OckI is burnt." 


so many of tliLun by their zeal for their religion, 
as by an engine ; and ran together with united 
clamour to Ci-sarea, to (himamis, and made 
supplication to him that he would not over- 
look Ibis man, w'ho had offered such an affront 
to God, and lo his law'; htit punish liim for 
what lie had done. Accordingly, he perceiv- 
ing that the multitude w'onld not be quiet 
unless they had a comfortahle answer from 
him, gave order that the soldier should he 
brought, and drawn through those that re- 
quired lo have him punished, lo execution ; 
which being done, the .T('ws went their ways. 

.‘3. After this there ha}>pencd a fight be- 
tween the Galileans and the Samaritans; it 
happened at a village called Genian, which i^ 
situate in the great plain of Samaria; where, 
as a gre.'vt number of Jews were going up to 
Jerusalem to the feast [of tabernacles |, a cer- 
tain Galilean was slain ; and besides, a vast 
number of ])eople ran together out of Galilee, 
in order to fight with the Samaritans. But 
the principal men among them came to Cu- 
inanus, ami besought him that, before the evil 
became* inciirahle, he would come into Gali- 
lee, and hring the authors of this murder to 
puiii'-hment; for that tlicre was no other way 
to make the multilude separate, without corn- 
ing to blows. However, Gnmanus postponed 
their supplicafions lo the other afbiirs he was 
then al>oiif, and sent the petitioners away 
without success. 

4. But when the affair of this murder 
came to he told at Jerusalem, it put the mnl- 
tilude into disorder, and they left the feast ; 
and without any generals to conduct them, 
they marched with great violence to Samaria; 
nor would they he rnh'd by any of the m;»- 
gislrates that were set over them ; hut they 
were managed by one Eleazar, the son of 
Dineus, and by Alexander, in these their 
ihievisl) and seditious attempts. These men 
foil upon those that were in the neighbourhood 
of the Acrabateni* loparchy, and slew* them, 
without sparing any age, and set the villages 
on fire. 

5, But Cumanus look one trooji of horse- 
men, called the Troop of Sehaste, out of Ce- 
sarea, and came to the assistance of those that 
were sjioiled ; he also seized upon a great num- 
ber of those that followx'd Kleazar, and slev# 
more of them. And as for the rest of’ the 

j multitude of tliose that went so zealously to 

j light with the .Samaritans, Ihe rulers of Jeru- 
salem ran out, clothed with ckcloth, ami 
having ashes on their heads, iid he^ >d of 
lu*m to go their w-ays, lest by their attempt 
to revenge themselves upon the Samaritans, 
they should provoke the Homans to come 
against Jerusalem ; to have compassion iqion 
their country and temjile, their children and 
their wives, and not bring the utmost dangers 
of destruction iijum them, in order to avenge 
themselves uiion one (ialilean only. 

Jew's complied with these persuasions of 
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theirs, and dispersed themselves; but still 
there were a great number who betook them- 
selves to robbing, in hopes of impunity ; and 
rapines and insurrections of the bolder sort 
happened over the whole country. And the 
men of power among the Samaritans came to 
Tyre, to Ummidius Quadratus,* the presi- 
dent of Syria, and desired that they that had 
laid waste the country might be punished ; 
the great men also of the Jews, and Jonathan 
the son of Ananus, the high-])riest, came 
thither, and said that (he Samaritans were the 
beginners of the disturbance, on account of 
that murder they had commilted; and that 
Cumanus had given occasion to what had hap- 
pened, by his unwillingness to punish the 
original authors of that murder. 

6‘. Hut Quadrat us put both parlies oil' for 
that time, and told them, that when he should 
come to those places he would make a dili- 
gent iiKjuiry after every circumstanee. After 
which he went to Cesarea, and crucified all 
those whom Cumanus had taken alive; and 
when from thence he was come to the city 
Lydda, he heard the aflair of the Samaritans, 
and sent, fur eighteen of the Jews, whom he 
liad learned to have been concerned in that 
fight, and belieaded them ; but he sent two 
others of those that were of the greatest 
power among them, and both Jonathan and | 
Ananias, the higli-pricsts, as also Ananus the 
son of this Ananias, and certain others that j 
w'ere eminent among tlie Jew .s, to Ciosar ; as ’ 
Ik did in like manner by the most illustrious j 
of the Samaritans. He also ordered that (>u- 
manus [the procurator; and Celer the tribune 
should sail to Rome, in order to give an ac- 
e<»uiit of w hat had been done to Ciesar. When j 
neliad finislied these matters, he went up from 
Lydda to Jerusalem, and finding the multi- 
tuile eelebraliug their feast of unleavened 
bread without any tumult, be returned to An- 


ther of Pallas, to be procurator of Galilee, 
and Samaria, and Perea, and removed Agrip. 
pa from Chalcis unto a greater kingdom ; f(»r 
he gave him the tetrarchy which had belonged 
to Philip, which contained Batanea, Tracho- 
nitis, and Gaulonitis; he added to it the king- 
dom of Lysanias. and that province [Abilene] 
whidi Varus had governed. But Claudius 
himself, when he had administered the govern- 
ment thirteen years, eight months, and tw'cnty 
days, died, and left Nero to be his successor 
in the empire, whom he had adopted by his 
wife Agrippina’s delusions, in order to be his 
successor, although he had a son of his ow n 
whose name was Britaniiicus, by Messalina 
his former w'ife, and a daughter whose name 
w'as Octavia, whom he had married to Nero 
he had also another daughter by Petina, w hose 
name was Antonia. 


CIIAJn'KR XIII. 

NERO ADDS I'OL’H CITIES TO AGHIITA’s KING- 
DOM ; miT THE OTHER PARTS OE JUDEA 
WERE UNDER EELIX. THE DISTURBANCES 
WHICH WERE RAISED BY THE SICAUll, THE 
MAGICIANS, AND AN EGYEITAN FAT.SK PRO- 
PHET. THE JEWS AND SYRIANS HAVE 
CONTEST AT CESAREA 

§ 1, Now as to the many things in w’hici 
Nero acted like a madman, out of the extra- 
vagant degree of the felicity and riches which 
he enjoyed, ami by that means used his good 
fortune to the injury of others ; and after 
what manner he slew his brother, and wife, 
and motlicr ; from whom his barbarity spread 
I itself to others that were most nearly related 
I to him ; and how, at last, be was so distracted 
! that he became an actor in the scenes, and 


tioeb. 

7 Now wlien Cicsar at Rome had heard 
what Cnmauus and the Samaritans had to 
say (where it was done in the hearing of 
Agrippa, who zealously espoused the cause of 
(he Jews, as in like manner many of the great , 
men stood by Cumanus), be condemned the j 
Samaritans, and commanded that three of the ! 
mo.st powei t ill men among them should be 
put to deaili . be banished Cumanus, and sent 
Celer l)ouml to Jerusalem, to be delivered 
over to the JewS to be tormented ; that In 
should be drawn round tb ity, and then be 
headed. 

8. After this, Caesar sent Felix, f the bro- 

• This IJnimiilius, or Nmnidins. or, as Tacitus calls 
Riin, Vini(hus gnadratiis, i> incntione<l in an ancient iii- 
scriiHioii, still prcservcit, as .''pantieun her*' iiitbnns us, 
wliieli ealls litni UinniUiins QundrutHS. 

f Take the character of this Felix (who is well known 
from the Acts of the Apostle.-, particularly from his 
treinbliiiR when St. Paul tli>i\) usc(l (>f “ riRlilcousness, 
chastity, .util iudgment to conic" ( Acts x\iv, ‘A'i ; and 
no wonder, when wc have cl'cwhcre seen that he lived 
»n adultery with Drus.lla, anothei man’s wife(.\ntitp b. 


XX, eh. vii, sect 1), in the words of Tacitus, produced 
here by Dean Aldrich: " Felix exercised (says Tacitus) 
tiu* .'uithority of a king, with the disposition’of a slave, 
and reiving iipoti the great power of his brother Pallas 
at court, thought he might safely be gmlty of all kinds 
of wicktsl piaetices.” t)b.scrvfc al.so the lime when he 
was made procurator, a. d. .VJ ; that whtMi .St, Paul 
jdeaded his cause before him, a. o. .S8, he might have 
been " many yc.irs a judge unto that nation," as St. Paul 
says he had then hcen (.Acts xxiv, li') ; but as to what 
'ra*-itus here says, that liefore the death of (Tnnanus, 

! Felix was pnieiirator over Samaria only, it d<x*.s not 
I well agree with St. P.ud’s words, who would hardly 
! have called .Samaria a Jew isli nation. In short, since 
what T.icitus here says is about ctmntries v ery remote 
I U< . win • he liv d; since what he says of tw 
Homan procurators, the one over (ladlee, the other 
over Samaria at the .same time, is without all example 
elsi'where; .and .since Josimhus, who lived at that very 
time ill Judea, .appears to nave known nothing of this 
iwoeuratorshiji of Felix, before the death of Cumanus, 
— 1 much susptvt the story itself as nothing letter than 
a mi>take of 'f.acitus, espoeially when it .seems not only 
omitted, but contradicted by Josephus, as any one may 
find that ixmi]iares their histories together. Po.ssibIy 
Felix might have lK*en a subordinate judge among the 
Jews .sometime before, under (’unianus ; but that he wa* 
in earnest a procurator of Samaria before, I do not be- 
lieve. Bi'hop Pearson, as wel as Hi.shoj> Idoyd, quote 
this account, but with a doubtful clause ; .Sic Jidcs 
cito, “ If we may believe T'acitus." Pears. Annal. Pmu 
lin. page 8; Mursliall's Tables, .it a. d- Vi 
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upon the theatre, — I omit to say any more so he sent some horsemen, and footmen botli 
about them, because there are writers enough armed, who destroyed a great number of 
upon those subjects everywhere ; l)ut I shall them. 

turn myself to those actions of his time in 5. But there was an Egyptian false pro- 
which the Jews were concerned. phet that did the Jews more mischief than 

2. Nero therefore bestowed the kingdom the former ; for he was a cheat, and pretend- 

of the Lesser Armenia uj)on Aristobuliis, ed to be a proplict also, and got together tliir- 
rierod’s* son, and he added to Aggrippa’s ty thousand men that were deluded by him ; 
kingdom four cities, Avith the tojiarchies to these he led round about from the wilderness 
them belonging: I mean Abila, and that ,Tii- to the mount which was called the Mount of 
lias which is in Perea, Tarichea also, and Ti- Olives, and %vas ready to break into Jerusa- 
berias of Galile but over tlie rest of Judea lein by force from that ])lace ;'and if he couhl 
he made Felix procurator. This Felix look but once conquer the Roman garrison and 
Eleazar the arch nibber, and many that were the people, he intended to domineer over 
with him, alive, when they had ravaged the them by the assistance of those guards of his 
country for twenty years together, and sent that were to break into the city with him; 
them to Rome; but as to the number of the but Felix prcvonterl bis attempt, and metliiir. 
robbers whom he caused to be crucilied, and of with his Roman soldiers, while all the people 
whom wlio were caught among them, and assisted hitn in his attack upon them, insomuch 
those he brought to punishment, they were a that, when it came lo a battle, tlie Egyptian 
multitude not to be enumerated. ran away, with a few others, while the greaU 

3. When the country was purged of these, cst part of those (hat were with him were ei- 
there sprang up uuolher sort of robbers in ther destroyed or taken alive ; but the rest of 
Jerusalem, which were called Sicarii, who the midtitnde were dispersed every one t(' 
‘'lew men in the day-time, and in the midst of their own homes and there concealed them, 
the city ; this they did chiefly at the festivals, solves. 

when liiey mingled themselves among the Now, when tliese were (pjfi’ted, it haj)i)eu- 
multitude, and concealed daggers under their * ed, as it does in a diseased body, tliat another 
gartnents, with which they stabbed those that j part was subject to an itiflatnmation ; for a 
were their enemies ; and when any fell down : company of deceivers aiid robbers got togeth- 
dead, tlie murderers became a part of those j er, and persuaded tlie Jews to revolt, and ex- 
tbat bad indignation against them ; by which hortod tliem to assert their lil)erty, inflicting 
means they appeared persons of such reputa- death on those that continued mi ohidlence to 
tion, that they could by no means be discover- the Roman government, and saying, that 
ed. Tlic first man wfio was slain by them such as willingly chose davery ought to he 
was Jon.athan the high-prie afti via fo; ‘d fn d inclinations; for 

fleath many were slain every day, wliile the they parted thcinselves into diflerent bodic 
fear men were in of being so s«.>rvcd, d lay in wait up and down the country, and 

afflicting tlian the calamity itself; and while plundered the bouses of the great men, ainl 
every body expected death every hour, as men slew tlie men llieinselves, and set the villages 
do ill war, so mcMi were obliged to look be- on fire; ami ibis till ail .Indea was filled uilli 
fore tbcin, and to take notice of their enemies the eflccts of their ma<lness. And tluis the 
at a great distance ; nor, if their friends were fl ime was every day more and more blown 
coming to them, durst tliey trust them any I uj>, till it came to a direct war. 
longer; but, in the midst of their su-picions 7. There was .-dso another disturbance at 
and guarding of themselves, they were slain. | Cesarca ; — those Jews who were mixed with 
Such was the celerity of the plotters against the Syrians that lived there, I'aising a tumult 
them, and so cunning was their cuntriv- against them. 'I'lie Jews pretended that the 
ance. city \v;is theirs, and said that he who Imilt it 

4. There was also another body of wicked was a Jew; meaning king Herod. The Sy- 
mcn gotten together, not so impure in their riaiis confessed also that its builder was a 
actions, Irut more wicked in their intentions, Jew; but they still said, liowcver, tliat the 
who laid waste the happy state of the <*ity no city was a (Jrecian city; for that he who set 
less than did tliesc murderers. These were up statues and temples in it could not design 
such men as deceived and deluded the people it for Jews. On which account both parlies 
uiuler pretence of divine inspiration, but had a contest witli one another ; and this con- 
werc for procuring innovations and changes test increased so much, that it came at last to 
of the government ; and these prevailed with arms, and the bolder sort of them marched 
the multitude to act like madmen, and went out to fight ; for the elders of the Jews were 
before them into the wilderness, as pretend- not able to put a stop to their own people 
ing that God would there shew tliem the sig- that were disjiosed to be tumultuous, and the 
uals of liberty ; but Felix thought this pro- Greeks thought it a shame for them to be o- 
ceduru was to be the beginning of a revolt; vercome by the Jews. Now these Jews ex- 

.1,., IUro<l. kmc«fthalci!u ‘I'" "ches “"d of 
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body ; but the Grecian part had the advantage 
of assistance from the soldiery ; for the great- 
est part of the Roman garrison was raised 
out of Syria ; and being thus related to the 
Syrian part, they were ready to assist it. 
Ilcjwever, the governors of the city were con- 
cerned to keep all quiet, and whenever they 
caught those that were most for lighting on 
cither side, they punished them with stripes 
and bonds. Yet «lid not the sufferings of 
those that were caught all'right the remainder, 
or make them desist ; but they were still 
more atul more exasp'erated, and deeper en- 
gaged in the sedition. And as Felix came once 
into the market-i)lace, ami commanded the 
Jews, when they had beaten the Syrians, to 
go their ways, and threatened them if they 
would not, and they woulil not obey him, be 
sent bis soldiers out upon them, and slew a 
great many of them, upon whicli it fell out 
that what they had was ijlundered. And as 
the sedition still continued, l)e chose out the 
most eminent men on both sides as ambassa- 
dors to Nero, to argue about their several pri- 
vileges. 


CIIAl’l'Kll XIV. 

SlT’i r.KDS FF.I.IX, NS HO IS srCCl'.I'.DKI) IJY 

Ai.urNns, AS Hi; is jiy fi.ohls; who, ijv 
rni; iiaujjakity of his govfunmknt, l oii- 
cj;s Tin; JKWs into Tin; wah. 

5 1. Now it was that Festiis succeeded Fe- 
lix as procurator, and made it his business to 
eon(.‘ct those tha* made disturbances in the 
country. So he caught the greate^t part of 
tlie robbcM-s, and <ie?>troyed a great many of 
them. Jji.t then Alhimis, who siicceeiled 
Feslus, did not execute his ollici’ as the other 
liaci .ioiu. ; nor was there any M)rt of wicked- 
nes> ;.hat (.’oidd bo named but he bad a baud 
in it. Accordingly, he did not only, iu Imn 
[) o'itieal «.a]KK’ity, steal and jilunder e\ery 
ojie’s substance, nor did he oid^' burden the 
wiiolc nation with taxes, but he permitted tlie 
relations of such as were in prison for rob- 
bery, ami 1 ad been laid there, either by the 
senate ('‘‘eve^y c’ly, or by llio i'ormer procu- 


authority over those about him, in order to 
plunder those that lived quietly. The elfeet 
of which w'as this, that those who lost their 
goods were forced to hold their peace, wlieii 
they had reason to show great indignation at 
what they had suffered ; but those who had 
escaped, Avere forced to flatter him that de 
served to be punished, out of tlie fear they 
were in of suliering equally with the others. 
Upon the whole, nobody durst speak their 
minds, for tyranny was generally tolerated ; 
and at this time were those seeds sown which 
brought the city to destruction. 

2. And altiiougli such was the character of 
Albinus, yet did Gessius Florus, * who suc- 
ceeded him, demonstrate him to liave been a 
most excellent person, upon the comparison : 
for the former did the greatest jiart of his ro- 
gueries in private, and with a sort ol‘ilissimu- 
lation ; but Gessius did his unjust actions to 
the harm of the nation after a pompous man- 
j ner ; and as though he had been sent as an 
j executioner to punisli condemned malefactors, 
he omitted no sort of rapine, or of vexation : 
where the case was really pitiable, he was 
most barbarous ; and in things of the greatest 
turpitude, he was most impudent ; nor could 
any one outdo him iu disguising the truth ; 
nor could any one contrive more subtle ways 
of deceit than be did. He indeed thought it 
but a petty oil’enee to get money out of single, 
persons; so he spoiled whole cities, and ruined 
entire bodies ol' men at once, and did almost 
publicly proclaim it all the country over, lliat 
they had liberty given them to turn robbers, 
uj>on this condition, that he might go share 
with them in the spoils. Accordingly, this 
his greediness of gain was the occasion that 
j entire toparchies w ere brought to desolation ; 
[and a great many of the people left their own 
j country, ami tied into foreign provinces. 

I 3. And truly, while Cesli’.'.s Gallus was pre- 
} sidentofthe provinceof Syria, nobody durst do 
i much as send an embassage to him against 
[ Florus; but when he w.is come to Jerusalem, 
j upon the approach of the feast of unleavened 
I bread, the peoj)le came about him not fewer 
[in luimhcr than three millions f: these be- 
! sought him to commiserate the calamities of 
their nation, and cried out u])on Florus as the 
bane of their country'. 15ut as lie was pre- 


rators, to redeem them for money ; and no- 
body remained ii^ the prisons as a malefactor 
but he \,ho gave him notliing. At tliis time 
it was ihat the enterprises of (he seditious at 
Jerusalem weie very' formidable ; tlie princi- 
pal men among them puiciiasing leave of Al- j 
binus to go on w ith their seilitious practices ; 
while that part of the people who delighted 
in disturbances joined themselves to such as 
had fellowship with Albinus; and every one 
of these wicked wretches were encompassed 
with his own band of robbers, while be him- 
self, like an arch robber, or a tyrant, made a 
figure among his company, aiul abused his 


• Not long afier this Ixginniiigol’ Florus, the wicked 
cst of all the Homan procuratois of Juilca, ami the ini> 
iiUHliate occasion nf the Jewish war, al tlu* twelfth year 
of \cro, and the se\cntccnth of Agrippa, or A. i). tib', 
the history in the twenty l>ooks of Josephus’s Anti<tuities 
ends; although Jo.sepluis did not liiiisn these hooks till 
the thirtecnlti of Doinitiau, or a. d 93; tweniy-scMU 
years afterward ; as he did not tinish their Appendix, 
ifintamiug an account of hU own \,fe, till Agrippa was 
dead, which happened in the third year of rv.ijau, or 
A. l>. 100; ;is 1 have sen oral times observed htl».ir 
f Here we mav note, th.at three millions of the Jews 
Wore present at ti aver, a. u. b'> ; w liieh eonli.ius 

hat Josephus elsewhere informs us of, that at a pa.^so\ er 
a little lab . , they counted two liuudred and lii'iy-six 
thousaiul live hundrtxl paschal lamhs; which, at twelve 
tocaeh lamb, which is no immoderate ealciilation, tnime 
to three millions sevcnlY eight thousand, bee h. vi,eha\v 
ix, sect. 3. 
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sent, and stood by Ccstius, be laughed iit their 
words. However, Cestius, when he had 
quieted the multitude, and had assured them 
that he would take care that Florus should 
hereafter treat them in a more gentle manner, 
returned to Antioch ; Florus also conducted 
him as far as Cesarea, and deluded him, 
though he had at that very time the purpose of 
showing his anger at the nation, and procur- 
ing a war upon them, hy which means alone 
it was that he supposed he might conceal his 
enormities; for he expected that, if the peace 
continued, he should have the Jews for his 
accusers before Ca-sar ; hut tliat if he couhl j 
procure them to make a revolt, he should 
divert their laying lesser crimes to his charge, 
by a misery that was so much greater ; he 
therefore <lid every day augment their cala- 
mities, in order to induce them to a rebellion. 

4. Now at this time it happened that the 
fireciai'S at Cesarea had been too hard for 
the Jews, and had obtained of Nero the go- 
vermnent of the city, and had brought the 
judicial determination : at the same time be- 
gan the war, in the tw'elftli year of the reign of 
Nero, and the seventeenth of the reign of Agripj- 
pa, in the montli of Artemissus Jyar. ] Now 
the occasion of this war was by no means pro- 
portionable to tliose heavy calamities which it 
brought upon us ; for the Jews that dwelt at 
Cesarea bad a synagogue near the place, whose 
owner ivas a certain Cesarean CJreek; the 
Jews had eiuleavoured frequently to have 
purchased (he possession of the jilace, anti 
liiid oll’ercd many times its value for its price ; 
but as the owner overlo«)ked their oilers, so 
did he raise other buildings upon the jilace, 
in way of aifront to them, ami made working- 
shops of them, and left them but a narrow 
passage, and such as was vi iy troublesome for 
tliem to go along to tlieu- synagogue; where- 
upon the wanner part «)f the Jewish youth 
went hastily to the workmen, and foil)a<le 
them to build there ; but as Florus would not 
permit them to use force, tlie great men of 
the Jews, with John the publican, being in 
the utmost distress what to do, persuaded 
Florus, with the oiler of eight talents, to 
hinder the work. He then, being intent up- 
on nothing hnt getting money, promised he 
would do for iliein all they desired of him, 
and then w L*nt away from Cesarea to 8ebaste, 
and left the sedition to take its full course, as 
if he had sold a license to the Jews to light it 
out. 

5. Now on the next day, which was the se- 
venth day of the week, when the Jew's were 
crowding apace to their synagogue, a certain 
man ol Cesarea, of a seditious temper, got an 
.artiien vessel, and set it, with the bottom up- 
ward, at the entrance of that synagogue, and 
sacrificed birds.* riiis thing provoked the 

• T.ske here Dr. Hudson’s very pertinent note. ** By 
this action,” says he, “ th.* killing of a bird over an 
earthen vessel, the Jews were expostrd as a leprous |)eo- 
idv for that was to ht done by the law in the cle<irisiii{; 


Jew's to an incurable degree, because their 
law's were aflronted, and the place was pollu- 
ted ; whereupon tlie sober and moderate part 
of the .lews thought it proper to have recourse 
to their governors again, while the seditious 
part, and such as w'ere in the fervour of their 
youth, were vehemently iiiHained to light. 
The seditions also among [the Gentiles of] 
Cesarea stoorl ready for the same purpose ; 
for they had, by agreement, sent the man to 
sacrifice beforehand { as ready to support him] ; 
so that it soon came to blows. Hereupon 
Jnciindiis, the master of the horse, who was 
ordered to prevent the light, caitie thither, 
and took away the earthen vessel, and endea- 
voured to put a stop to the sedition ; hut 
when he was overcome by the violence of the 
people bf Cesarea, the Jews caught up their 
i)ooks of the law, and retired to Narbata, 
which was a jilace to them belonging, dis- 
tant from Cesarea sixty furlongs. Hut John, 
and twelve of the principal men with him, 
went to Florus, to Sebaste, and made a la- 
mentable complaint of their case, and be- 
sought him to help them ; and w ith all j)Os- 
sible decency, put him in mind of the eight 
talents they had given him ; but he had the 
men seizetl upon, and put in prison, and ac- 
cused them for carrying the books of the law 
out of (’esarea. 

0. INIorcover, as to the citizens of Jerusa- 
lem, although they took this matter very ill, 
yet did they restrain their passion ; hut Fio- 
rus acted herein as if he had been hired; and 
blew' up the war into a llame, and sent some 
to take seventeen talents out of tiie sacred 
treasure, and pretended tliat C;esar wanted 
them. At this the people were in confu^>ion 
immediately, and rati together to the temple, 
with prodigious clamours, ami called upon 
Cicsar by name, and besought him to free 
them from the tyranny of Florus. Some al- 
so of the seditious cried out upon Florus, and 
east the greatest reproaehes upon him, and 
carrieil a liasket about, ami begged some spells 
of money for him, as for one that was desti- 
tute of possessions, atnl in a mist rahle condi- 
tion. Yet was not he made ashamed heicl>y 
of his I'.ive of money, hut w as more enragid, 
ami p.':ovoked to get still more ; ami inste ad 
of coming to Cesare.'i, as he ought to have 
done, and fjuenching the lliime of war, svliiclt 
was beginning thence, amjl so taking away 
the occtisiou of any disturbances, on which 
account it was that he had received a re- 
ward [of eight talents', he marcheil hastily 
with an army of horsemen and fooliueti 
against Jerusalem, that he might gain hift 
will by llie arms of the Homans, and might, 
by liifi terror, anti by bis tlireutenings, bring 
tim city into subjection. 

of a leper (Lev it. ch. xlv). It is also known that the 
(lentiles reproached the Jews as subject to the leprosy, 
and believed that they wore driven out (<f Kf'vpton tlial 
accnuiit. This that (?uunci>». iut^oh Mr- Ui iaiiil sii«/ 
t'ested to me," 
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7. But the people were desirous of making 
Florus asliamcd of his attempt, and met his 
soldiers with acclamations, and put them- 
selves in order to receive him very submis- 
sively ; but he sent Capito, a centurion, be- 
forehand, with fifty soldiers, to hid them go 
back, and not now make a show of receiving 
him in an obliging manner, whom they had 
so foully reproached before ; and said that it 
was incumbent on them, in case they had ge- 
nerous souls, and were free speakers, to jest 
upon him to his face, and appear to be lo- 
vers of liberty, not only in words but with 
their weapons also. With this message was 
the multitude amazed ; and upon the coming 
of Capito’s horsemen into the midst of them, 
they were disperserl before they could salute 
Florus, or manifest their submissive beha- 
viour to him. Accordingly they retired to 
their own houses, and spent that night in fear 
and confusion of face. 

8. Now at this time Florus took up his 
quarters at the palace j and on the next day 
lie had his tribunal set before it, and sat uf)- 
011 it, when the liigh-\)riesls, and the men ol 
power, and those of the greatest eminence in 
the city, came all before that tribunal ; upon 
which Florus commanded them to deliver uj; 
to him those that had reproached him, and j 
told them that they should themselves partake 
of the vengeance to them belonging, if they 
did not jiroiluec the criminals ; hut these de- 
monstrated that the people were peaceably dis- 
posed, and they begged forgiveness for those 
that had spoken amiss ; for that it was no 
wonder at all that so great a multitude 
•here should be some more daring than they! 
ought to be, and by reason of llieir younger j 

foolish aKo; and that it was impossihlel 
to distinguish those that olfended from tlie! 
rest, whil'* every one was sorry for what lie 
had (lone, and denied it out of fear of what 
would follow . that he ougiit, however, to 
]); ide ibr the peace of the natifin, and to 
take such counsels as might jireserve the city 
for th(! t-’omans, and rather, I'or the sake of a 
gieat number of innocent people, to forgive a 
few that were guilty, than for the sake of a 


ly, the whole number of those that were de- 
itroyed that day, with tueir wives and chil- 
dren (for they did not spare even the infants 
themselves), was about three thousand and six 
hundred; and what made this calamity the 
heavier, was this new method of Roman bar- 
barity ; for Florus ventured then to do what 
no one had done before, that is, to have men 
of the cejuestrian order whipped,* and nailed 
to the cross before his tribunal ; who, although 
they were by birth Jev/s, yet were they of 
Ruman dignity notwithstanding. 


CHAPTER XV. 

CONCiaiN/NG BKIINICF.’S PKTITION TO FLORUS, 
TO SPAUL THE JEWS, RUT IN VAIN; AS ALSO 
HOW, ALTER THE SFDITIOUS FLAME WAS 
QUENCIIKD, IT WAS KINDLED AGAIN BY FLO- 
llb'S. 

§ 1. ActOUT this very time king Agrippa was 
going to Alexandria, to congratulate Alexan- 
der upon his having obtained the government 
of Egypt from Nero ; but as his sister Ber- 
nice was come to Jerusalem, and saw the 
wicked practices of the soldiers, she w-as sore- 
ly atfeeted at it, and frequently sent the mas- 
ters of lier horse and her guards to Florus, 
and begged of him to leave oil’ these slaugh- 
ters; hut he w'oiild not comply with her re- 
quest, nor have any rt'gard either to the mul- 
titude of those already slain, or to the nobi- 
lity of her that interceded, but only to the 
advaiita he should make by bis plundering; 
nay, ll * lence of the soldiers broke out to 
such a degree of madness, that it spent itself 
on the queen herself; for they did not only 
tormept and destroy those whom they hud 
caught under her very eyes, but indeed had 
killed herself also, unless she had prevented 
them by hying to the palace, and had staid 
there all night w ith her guards, which she had 
about lier for fear of an insult from the soJ- 
Uliers. Now' she dwelt then at Jerusalem, in 
order to perform a vow f w hieh she had made 


few' of the wicked, to put so large and good a 
body of m n into disorder. 

b. Florus was more provoked at this, and i 
called out aloud to the soldiers to plunder | 
that wliich was called the Upper Market 
Place, and lo sljfy such as llu y met with. So i 
the s:oldiers, taking this exhortation of their 
commander a sense agreeable to their de- 
sire of gain, aid not only plunder tht; ] ’ 
they were sent to, but forcing themselves into! 
every house, they i'le its inhabitants; so the' 
citizens fled along fl narrow’ lanes, and the 
soldiers slew those that they caught, and no 
method of plumter was omitted; they also, 
caught many ol the quiet people, and brought 
them before Florus, whom he first chastised ' 
with stripes, and then crucified. According - 


* Here we have exainiilos of native Jtnvs who were 
of the ecmestriaii outer among th ? Ilomans, and so 
ne\er (o liave been wliipped or "riieifietl, aeeord- 
in^ to ttie Homan laws, see almost the like ease iaTT 
r.iul Iiimsolf, Acts xxii, "Jo — -U. 

t This vow whieh Uerniee (here and elsewhere eallcxl 
Queen, not only as a datiglUer and sifter to two kings, 
A<;rip(»a the (Jreat, and Aijrippa junior, but the widow 
j of Ileunl, ki; f Chalcis) eaine now to aeeornivlish at 
j Jerusakin, w s iu)t that of a Na/.avite, but suen a one 
as relit^ious J' ws used to make, in Impcs of any deliver- 
itiseaso, or other danger, as Josephus here 
intimates. However, these thirty days abode at Jeru- 
salem, for fasting and preparation against llie oblation 
■* a proper saenliee, seems to l>e t<K) lon^, unless it 
were wholly vohmtar> in this great lady. It is not re- 
quired in the law of Moses relating to Nazarites, Numb, 
vi; and is very dilU rent from Stl raul’s time for sueh 
preparation, whielt was but one day, Acts x\i, -(>. So 
we want already the continuation (if the Antiquities to 
ulVord us tight here, as they have hitherto done, on so 
many occasions elsewhere. Perhaps m this age the tr^ 
ditions of the Pharisees had obliged the Jews to thic 
degree of rigour, not only as to there thirty days’ pnr 
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to God ; for It is usual with those that had 
been either afHictcd with a distemper, or with 
any other distresses, to make vows ; and for 
thirty days before they are to offer their sacri- 
fices, to abstain from wine, and to shave the 
hair of their head. Which things Bernice 
was now performing, and stood barefoot be- 
fore Florus’s tribunal, and besought him [to 
spare the Jews]. Yet could she neither have 
reverence paid to her, nor could she escape 
without some danger of being slain herself. 

2. This happened upon the sixteenth day 
of the month Artemissiis jJyar]. Now on 
the next day, the multitude, who were in a 
great agon>, ran together to the upper mar- 
ket-place, and made the loudest lamentations 
for those that had perished ; and the greatest 
i>art of the cries were such as reflected on 
Florus ; at which the men of power were af- 
frighted, together with the high-pricsls, and 
rent their garments, and fell down before each 
of them, add besought them to leave off, and 
not to provoke Florus to some incurable pro- 
cedure, besides what they had already suller- 
cd. Accordingly, the multitude complied im- 
mediately, out of reverence to those that had 
desired it of them, and out of the hope they 
had that Florus would do them no more in- 
/uries. 

a. So Florus was troubled that the (^stur- 
bances were over, and endeavoured to kindle 
that flame again, and sent for the liigh-priests, 
with the other eminent persons, and said, the 
only demonstration that the people would not 
make any other innovations should be this, — 
tliat they must go out and meet the soldiers 
that \vere ascending from Cesarea, wlience 
two cohorts wore coining ; and while these 
men were exhorting the inullitude so to do, 
he sent beforehand, and gave directions to the 
centurions of the cohorts, that they sliuuld 
give notice to those that were under them, not 
to return the Jews' salutations; and that if 
they made any reply to his disadvantage, they 
should make use of their wx'a])ons. Now the 
high-pricsts assembled the multitude in the 
temple, and desired them to go and meet the 
Romans, and to salute tJie cohorts very civilly, 
before their miserable case should become in- 
curable. Now the seditious part would not 
comply with these persuasions ; but the con- 
sideration of those that had been destroyed 
made them incline to those that were the bold- 
est for action. 

paration, but as to the going barefoot all that time, — 
which here Deniice subinilted to also. For we know 
that as God’s and our Saviour’s yoke is usually easy, 
and his burden comparatively light, in such iiositive 
injnnelion.?, Mat. xi, 3i), so did the Scribes ami Phari- 
sees sometimes “ hind upon men heavy burdens, and 
grievous to tx; borne,” even when they themselves 
“ would not touch them with one of their fingers,” 
Mat. xxiii, 4; Luke xi, 4(i. However, Neddius well 
observes. Do Herod. No. 404, 411, that Juvenal, in hi.s 
sixth satire, alludes to this remarkable peiianec oi sub- 
mission of this IJerniee to Jewish diseiplim, and je.sts 
upon her for it; as do Tacitus, Dio, .Suetonius, and 
Sextus Aurelius, mention her as one well known at 
lloip**.— 


4. At this time it was that every priest, 
I and every servant of God, brought out the 

holy vessels, and the ornamental garments 
wherein they used to minister in sacred things. 
—The harpers also, and the singers of hymns, 
came out with their instruments of music, 
and fell down before the multitude, and beg- 
ged of them that they would preserve those 
holy ornaments to them, and not to provoke 
the Romans to carry off those sacred treasures. 
You might also see then the high-priests them- 
selves, with dust sjirinkled in great plenty 
upon tlicir heads, with besoms deprived of 
any covering but what was rent; tliese be- 
sought every one of the emiiiL'iit men by 
name, and the multitude in common, that 
they would not for a small olfence betray their 
country to those that were desirous to have it 
laid waste; saying, “What hcnelit will it 
bring to the soldiers to have a salutation from 
the .Jews ? or what amendment of your affairs 
will it bring you, if you do not now go out 
to meet them? and that if they saluted them 
civilly, all handle would be cut off from Flo- 
rus to begin a war; that they should ihereby 
gain their country, and freedom from all I'ar- 
thcr sufferings ; and that, hi-sides, it woidd 
he a sign of great want of comiuaiul of them- 
.selves, if they should yield to a few seditious 
persons, while it was fitter for them who were 
so great a people, to force the others to act 
soberly.” 

5. By these persuasions, which tliey useil 
to the multitude and to the seditious, they re- 
strained .some by threatenings, and others by 
the reverence that was paid them. After this 
they led them out, and they met the soldiers 
quietly, and after a composed maimer, aiiil 
when they were come up with them, they sa- 
luted them ; but when they made no answer, 
the seditious exclaimed against Florus, which 
was the signal given for falling upon them. 
The soldiers therefore encompassed them 
pre.sently, and struck them with their clidis, 
and as they fled away, the hor.-»einen trampled 
them down; so that a great many fell down 
lead by the strokes of the Romans, and more 
by their own violence in crushing one ano- 
ther. Now there was a terrible crowding ;i- 
bout the gates, and while every body wa> 
making haste to get before another, the flighi 
of them all was retarded, and a terrible de- 
struction there was among tlio.se that fed 
down, for they were suffoca'.ed, and broken 
to pieces by tlie multitude of those that were 
uppermost; nor could any of them be distin- 
guished by his relations, in order to the care 
of his funeral ; the soldiers also who beat 
them, fell upon those whom they overlook, 
without showing them any mercy, and thrust 
the multitude through the place called Beze- 
tha,* as they forced their way, in order to get 

• I take thi.s He 2 etl)a to lx; that .small hill a(iiouu»’fi 
to the north side '>1 the temple, whereon was the hos 
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in and seize upon the temple, and the tower 
Antonia. Florus also, being dc-sirous to get 
tliose places into liis possession, brought such 
as were with hini out of the king’s palace, and 
would have compelled them to get as far as 
the citadel [Antonia] ; but his attempt fiiiled, 
for the people immediately turned back upon 
him, and stopped the violence of his attempt; 
and as they stood upon the tops of their 
houses they threw their darts at the Romans, 
wdio, as they wore sorely galled thereby, be- 
cause those weapons came from above, and 
they were not able to make a passage through 
the multitude, which stopped up the narrow 
passages, they retired to the camp which was 
at the palace. 

6’. But for the seditious, they were afraid 
lest Florus should come again, and get pos-j 
session of the temple, through Antonia; soj 
they got immediately upon those cloisters oi’j 
the temple that joined to Antonia, aiul cur, 
them down. Tliis cooled the avarice of Flo- 
rus ; for wheieas he was eager to obtain the 
treasures of tiod [in the temple], and on that 
aeeount was desirous of getting into Antonia, 
as soon as tlio cloisters were broken down he 
left oir his attempt ; he then sent for the high- 
ariests and the sanhedrim, and told them that 
lie was indeed himself going out of the city, 
hut that he would leave them as large a gar- 
rison as they should desire, llerouiion they 
promised that they would make no innova- 
tions, in case he would leave them one band; 
but not tliat which had fought with the Jews, 
because tlie multitude bore ill-will against 
that hand on account of what they had suller- 
etl from it ; so he clianged the band as they 
de.->ired, and with tile rest of his forces return- 
ed to Cesarea. 


CIIAPTFll \V1. 

ei-vrurf; si ND.S NEOrOLlTANrs THE TIUUUNE TO 

ski: in what conuttion the aftaiks of 

THE JEWS WERE. AGRIPI’A MAKES A SPEECH 
TO THE PEUIM.E OE rili: JEWS, THAT HE MAY 
DIVJ IIT I'HEM I ROM THEIR INTENTIONS OE 
MAKJ^.■0 All WITH THE ROMANS. 

§ 1. However, Florus contrived another way 
to oblige the Jews to begin tlie war, and sent 
to Ccstius and aefused the Jews falsely of re- 
volting [from the Roman government], and 
imputed tlie ' ' ginning of the former light to 

pitr.l with five porticos or rioisters, iiiul l>c*aeath which 
was the sheep-pool t)f IJ-. I'lc^ ia ; into whicli an an;^cl 
or messenger, at a i'< rtaiii sea >on, descetulcd ; ami wliero 
he or they, who were the “ (irsf. nut inU' the pi>oI/’ 
were eu red, Jolui v. 1, iVc. I'his .situation of Uc/rtha, 
hi Joseplius, on the north side of the teiiipie,, and not 
far olYthe t r Antonia, exactly agrees to the pl;u*e of 
tin ne pool at this day; oiiiv tlie renaming cloisters 
'•hiee*. See Maviiulvel,' i age ltH». The entire 
ouildings seem to have been called the New t’ity; ami 
tills part, where w.as tlic hospital, peculiarly ije>selha or 
bethesda. See eh. xix, sect! 4 . 
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them, and pretended they had been the authors 
of that disturbance, wherein they were only 
the sull'erers. Yet were not the governors of 
Jcriisalein silent upon this occasion, but did 
themselves write to Cestius, as did Bernice 
also, about the illegal practices of which Florus 
had been guilty against the city ; who, upon 
reading both accounts, consulted with liis cap- 
tains [what he should do]. Now some of 
them thought it best for Cestius to go up with 
his army, either to punish the revolt, if it was 
real, or to settle the Roman aflairs on a surer 
foundation, if the Jews continued quiet under 
them ; but he thought it best himself to send 
one of Ills intimate friends beforehand, to see 
the state of affairs, and to give him a faithful 
account of the intentions of t he Jews. Accord- 
ingly he sent one of liis tribunes, whose name 
was Neopolitamis, who met with king Agrippr 
he was returning from Alexandria, at Jam- 
nia, and told him who it was that sent him, and 
on what errands he was sent. 

'J. And here, it was that the high -priests, 
and men of power among the .Tews, as well 
as the sanhedrim, came to congratulate the 
king j upon his safe return); and after they 
had paid him their respects, they lament- 
ed their own caliunilics, and related to him 
what barbarous treatment they had met with 
from Florus. At which barbarity Agrijipa 
had great indignation, but transferred, after a 
subtle manner, his anger towards those Jews 
whom he really pitied, that he might beat 
down their high thoughts of themselves, and 
would have them believe that they had not 
been so unjustly treated, in order to dissuade 
I them from avenging themselves. So these 
' great men, as of better imderstaiidiiig than the 
rest, and desirous of peace, because of the pos- 
sessions they had, understood that ibis rebuke 
which ‘the king gave them ivas intended for 
their good; but as to the people, they came 
sixty furlongs out of Jerusalem, and congra- 
tulated both Agrippa and Neojilitamis ; but 
the wives of those that had been slain came 
running first of all and lamenting. The peo- 
! pie also, when they heard their mourning, fell 
Tiito lamentations also, and besoughi Agriiijia 
' to assist them : they also cried out to Neopoli- 
; taiius, and conqilained of the many miseries 
j they had endured under Florus ; and they 
, showed them, when tliey were come into the 
jCity, how the market-place was made desolate, 
jand the houses plundered. They then per- 
j siiaded Neopolitamis, by the means of .Xgrippa, 

I that he would w alk round the city, w ith only 
I one .servant, as far as Siloani, that he might 
! inform himself that the Jews submitted to all 
, the rest of the Romans, and were only dis- 
I pleased at Florus, by reason of his exceeding 
j barbarity to them. So he walked round, and 
had sullicient experience of the good temper 
the people were in, and tlien went up to tlia 
temple, where he called the multitude together 
and highly commended them for their fidelity 
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to the Romans, and earnestly exhorted them to for it, out of an unreasonable expectation of 
keep the peace ; and having performed such regaining their liberty, and because others 
parts of divine worship at the temple as he was hope to get by it, and are therefore earnestly 
allowed to do, he returned to Cestius. bent upon it ; that in the confusion of your 

3. Rut as for the multitude of the Jews, ail'airs they may gain what belongs to those 
they addressed themselves to the king, and to that arc too weak to resist them, I have 
the high-priests, and desired they might have thought proper to get you all together, and 
leave to send ambassadors to Nero against to say to you what I think to l>e for your ad- 
Florus, and not by their silence afford a sus- vantage ; that so the former may grow wiser, 
picion that they had been the occasion of such and change their minds, and that the best men 
great slaughters as bad been made, and were may come to no harm by the Hi conduct of 
disposed to revolt, alleging that they should joine others. And let not any •)ne he tumnlt- 
seem to have been the first beginners of the uous against me, in case what tiny hear mo 
war, if they did not prevent the report by say do not please them ; for as to those that 
showing who it was that began it; and it ap- admit of no cure, but are resolved upon a 
peared openly that they would not be (|uiet, if revolt, it will still be in their p^iwer to retain 
any body should hinder them from sendingsuch the same sentiments afte my exhortalion is 
an embassage. Rnt Agrippa, although be over; but still my discoi will fall to the 
thought it too dangerous a thing for them to ground, even with relation to those that have 
appoint men to go as the accusers of Florus, a mind to hear me, unless you will all keep 
yet did he not tliink it fit for him to overlook 1 silence. 1 am well aware that many make a 


them, as they were in a disposition for war. 
He therefore called the multitude together into 
a large gallery, and placi'd his sister Bernieein 
tlie house of the Asamoneans, that she might be 
seen by them (which house was over the gal- 
lery, at the passage to the upjier lity, where 
the bridge joined the temple to the gallery), 
and spake to them as follows : — 

4. * “ Had 1 perceived that you were all 
zealously disposed to go to war with the Ro- 
mans, and that the purer and more sincere 
j)art of the j)eoj)le did not propose to live in 
peace, 1 had not come out to you, nor been 
so bold as to give you counsel ; for all dis- 
courses that tend to persuade men to do whatj 
they ought to do is siiperfliious, when the I 
hearers are agreed to do the contrary. Rut j 
because some are earnest to go to war because j 
they are young, and without I'xperience ofj 
the miseries it brings; and because -ome are' 

1 

♦ In this speech of kiiiff Aj'rippa we h.ue an authni- i 
tie account ()! tlie exti-ut aiul streiij'lh of tlie Itoni in 
empire when the Jewish war Ix-^aii. \ihI this spi«'eh, 
with other cireuinsfaiiccs iti Josejihus, (li iooiistrait s Imw 
wise ami how great a iierson Ayrijtjta was, mul why Jo- 
tt^phiis el.sL-wliere calls liiwi iixuuxTiUTa.r(,i, u inO't wmi- 
derful, or a<linirahle man, Ceiitr. Ap. i, 0. lU- is ihe 
same Agri})pa w ho .saul to l^uil, “ .Mino'.l th'aa ju i'ii.al- 
cst me to Ih.‘ a Chriitian,” Acts xxvi, 'Js ; a:al of wln'iii 
St. r.iul saiil, '* Me was exi)er' in all f! ' ' ' ami 
(luestions of the Jew.-*," v. A. >ee anotl afio.-i <jf 

the limits cd' the same itonian empin-. t'tlu War, l>. 
iii, eh. V, M-et. 7- But what sec-nis to me '.eiy runark- 
able heie I.-, this, that when Josepliii', in inufatiou of 
the (ireeks and Itonians, for wti he wrote lu An- 

ticjuities, did himself tVecj'iently eompose the speeehes 
which l\e put inlo their months, they appear, by thi- 
politeness of their eumiiO'>itioi), anil llieir flights of 
oratory, to lie not 'he .'cal .speeches of the person.-, t'<iii- 
eernetl, who ii.siially we:e no orators, l)iil of his own 
elegant corllpo^iflon. 'Du- .^ncei li Ix-tbre os is of aim-^ 
ther nature, full of undcnialde facts, and eompf)-.ed in 
a plain and nnarifnl, lint mo, :iig way ; so it appears to ! 
be king Agrippa’.s own speech, and to have licen , given 
Josephus by Agtippa himself, w ith whom .lo.'vcphus hail 
the greatest friendship. Nor may we omit Agnppa's 
constant doetrine here, tliar. this lloman empire was 
raised and sujiported by Divine I’roviiience ; ami that 
tfierefore it was in vain for the Jews, or anv others, to 
think of de.-troying it. .Vor ma,. we m-g|eet to take 
notice of Agrippa’s solemn appeal to be angels, here 
used ; the like appeals to wliieh we have in St. I'anl, 1 
'I’iin. V, '2'J, and by the apostles in gem.-raJ, in the form 
the ordination of bishops, C'onstilut. Ai>ost. viii, 1. 


j tragical exclamation concerning the injuries 
j that have been oll’ered you by your proctira - 
tors, and concerning the glorious advantages 
of liberty ; but before 1 begiti iiujnii 
who yt)u are that must go to war, and who 
they are against whom you must light, — I 
shall first separate those jtretences that, are by 
■sotne connected together ; for if yon aim at 
tiveiiging yourselves on those that have done 
you injury, why do yon ]nvteuil this to be a 
war for recovering ycnir liberty ? but if you 
think all scrvitieie intolerahle, to w iiat pur- 
pose serve your ct)nt plaints against your par- 
ticular govenuirs !* for if liny Ireafed you 
with moderation, it would still he etjually an 
unworthy thing to he in servitude. C'onsider 
now the se viral cases that nuiy be supposed, 
how little occasion there is for your going to 
war. Your first occiision is, the accusations 
you have to niake against yniir pi nctiralors : 
now here you ought to he s'lhiuissive to 
flioM- in authority, and not give them ativ 
provocation: lait when you reproticli im n 
gieatly for small iiH'ences, you excite those 
wliiiin yuu ri'proacli to he your adversai ie> ; 
for this will only make tiiem leave oil' hiiil- 
ling yoii privately, and with some degree ol 
moilcs’v, and to lay wliat you ija\e ^^asle 
openly. Now nothing so much damps tJie 
force of strokes as hearing them with jta- 
! tienee ; and the quietness of those who are 
'njured, diverts the injurious persons from 
alllieiing. Hut let us take i^* for granted, that 
the Roman tninisters are injurious to you, 
and are incurably severe; yet tire they not .ill 
(he Romans who thus injure you ; nor iiath 
C.estir, against whom you an? going to make 
j w;ir, injnrerl yon: it is not by their command 
that any wicked governor is sent to yuu ; lor 
j they who are in the west cannot see those that 
I are in the east; nor indeed is it etisv for them 

Now' it is absurd to make war with a great 
many for the sake of one ; to do so with such 
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miglity pcoi)Ic% for a small cause; and this 
when these people are not able to know of 
what you complain ; nay, such crimes as wc 
complain of may soon be corrocte<l, for the 
same procurator will not cuntiiine for ever ; 
and probable it is that the successors will 
come with more moderate inclinations. But 
as for w ar, if it be once begun, it is not easi- 
ly laid down again, nor borne vvithout calami- 
ties coming therewith. However, as to the 
desire of recovering your liberty, it is unsea- 
sonable to indulge it so late; wliereas you 
ought to have laboured earnestly in ohl time 
that you might never have lost it : for the 
filst experience of slavery was hard to he en- 
dured, and the struggle lliat you might never 
have been subject to it would have been just ; 
but that slave who hatli been once brouglil 
into subjection, and then runs away, is rather 
a refractory slave than a lover of liberty ; for 
it was then the projjer time for doing all that 
was possible, that yon iniglit never have ad- 
mitteil the Romans [into your city! when 
Foinpey came lirst into the country. But so 
it was, that our ancestors an<l their kings, 
who were in much helter circii instances than 
ive are, both is to money and [strong] bodies, 
nnd [valiant] souls, did not bear the onset of 
a small body of the Roman army. And yet 
you who liii\e not ai'customed yourselves to 
jbedience fnjin one gt’iieration to another, 
and wlio arc so much inferior to those who 
first suliniittod in your circumstances, will 
venture to oppose the entire empire of the 
Uomans ; w'hile those Athenians, who, in or- 
der to preserve the liberty of Greece, did once 
.^et lire to their own city; who pursued Xerxes, 
that pn)ud prince, when he sailed upon the 
sea ; and C(»iild not be contained by the seas, 
l)iii combn'ted such an army as was too broad 
for Enroj).’; and made him run away like a 
fugitive in i single ship, and brake so great a 
part ol’ Asia at the Lesser vSalamis, are yet at 
till '.ime servants to the Romans ; ami ilu)s< 
ininnclioos which are sent from Italy, liecome 
laws to ti.e principal governing city of Vjiecce. 
..—'['hose Lacedemonians alsi>, who gi»i the 
groat victories at Tliermopylie ami Rlatea, 
and had \gCMihuis [for their king], ami 
searched ev ery corner of Asia, are contented 
to admit the san;e lords. 'I'hese Macedoni- 
ans also, wiio still lancy what gu*at men their 
Fhiliit and Alexander were, and see that the 
latter h id promised them tlie empire over the 
world, these hear so great a change, and pay 
their oheiliei-, ' to those whom fortune hath 
advanceil in their stead. — Moreover, ten ihoii- 
saml other nations th.’ro are, who had greater 
reason than w e to claim tiicir entire liberty, and 
yet do submit. You arc tr.e only people who 
think it a disgrace to be servants to those to 
whom all the world hath submitted. What sort 
of an army do you rely on ? Wdiat arc the arms 
you depend on ? VVhere is your fleet that 
may seize upon the Roman seas r* and where 
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are those treasures w hich may bo suflicient for 
your undertakings ? Do you suppose, I pray 
mu, that you are to make war with the Egyp- 
ians, and with the Arabians ? Will you not 
rarefully reflect upon the Roman empire? 
Will you not estimate your ow n weakness ? 
Hath not your army been often beaten even 
by your neighbouring nations, while the pow er * 
of the Romans is invincible in all parts of the 
habitable earth ? nay, rather, they seek for 
soinew'hat still heyomi that; for all Euphra- 
tes is not a suflicient boundary fm* them on 
the east side, nor the Danube on the north ; 
and for their southern limit, Libya liath been 
searched over by them, as far as countries un- 
inhabited, as is Ciifliz their limit on the w'est; 
nay, indeed, they have sought for another ha- 
bitable earth beyond the ocean, ami have 
carried their arms as far as siicli British 
islands as were never known before. What 
Lberefore do you pretend to ? Are you richer 
than the Gauls, stronger than the Germans, 
wiser than tlie Greeks, more numerous than 
all men upon the habitable earth ? — Wiiat 
contideuce is it that elevates yon to oppose 
the Romans? Rerliaps it will be said, It is 
bard to endure slavery. Yes ; but how much 
harder is it to the Greeks, who were es' 
teemed the noblest of all people under the 
sun ! These, tlioiigli they inhabit in a large 
country, are in subjection to six bundles of 
Roman rods. It is the same case with the 
Macedonians, who have juster reason to claim 
their liberty than you have. What is the case 
of five hundred cities of Asia? do they not 
submit to a single governor, and to the con- 
..ular hnndle of rods i W'hat need I speak ol 
the Heniochi, ami Colchi, and tlie nation ot 
Tauri, those that inhabit tlie Bosphorus, and 
the nalions about Root us, and Mentis, who 
formerly knew not so imioli as a lord of their 
own, but are now sul»ject to three thousand 
armed men, ami where forty long ships keep 
the sea in peace, which befoie was not navi- 
gable, ami very tempestuous ? How strong a 
plea may Bitliynia, ami Cappadocia, and tlie 
people of Fainpbylia, the Lycians, ami Cili- 
cians, put in for liberty ! but. they are made 
trihiitaiy without an army. A\’iiat arc the 
circumstances of the Thracians, whoso coun- 
try extends in hreailth five days’ journey, and 
ill length seven, and is of a iiiueli more harsli 
constitution, and much more defensible tban 
yours, ami, by tlie rigour of its cold, sufli- 
cieiit to keep oil’ armies from attacking them ? 
do not they submit to two thousand men of 
the Roman gariisons? Are nut the Illyrians, 
who inhabit the country adjoining, as tar as 
Dalmatia ami the Danube, governed by bare- 
ly two legions ? by wliich also they put u 
stop to the incui’sions of the Dacians ; and for 
the Dalmatians, who have made such fre- 
({iient insurrections, in order to regain their 
liberty, and who could never before be so 
Mi irniighly subdued, but that they alw.iysga- 
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thcred their forces together again, and re- 
volted, yet are they now very quiet under one 
Honnan legion. Moreover, if great advan- 
tages might provoke any people to revolt, the 
Gauls might do it best of all, as being so 
thoroOgldy walled roui.d by nature ; on the 
cast side by the Alps, on the north by the 
river Rhine, on the south by the Pyrenean 
mountains, and on the west by the ocean. — 
Now, although these Gauls have such ob- 
stacles before them to prevent any attack up- 
on them, and have no fewer than three hun- 
dred and five nations among them, nay have, 
as one may say, the fountains of domestic 
happiness within themselves, and send out 
plentiful streams of happiness over almost the 
whole wtnld, these bear to be tributary to 
the Romans, and derive their yirospcroiis con- 
dition from them ; and they undergo this, not 
because they are of elleminate minds, or be- 
cause they are of an ignoble stock, as having 
borne a war of eighty years, in order to pre- 
serve their liberty ; but by reason of the great 
regard they Iwive to the power of the Romans, 
and their good fortune, whicli is of greater 
ellicacy than their arms. These Gauls, there - 
fore, are kept in servitude by twelve liundred 
soldiers, who are hardly so many as are their 
cities ; nor hath the gold dug out of the mines 
of Spain been sufficient for the support of a 
war to iircserve their liberty, nor could tlieir 
vast distance from the Romans hy land and 
by sea do it ; nor could the martial tribes of 
the I.usitanians and Spaniards escape ; no 
more could the ocean, with its tide, which 
yet was terrible to the ancient inhabitants. 
Nay, the Romans have extended their arms 
beyond the pillars of Hercules, and have 
walked among the clouds, upon the Pyrenean 
mountains, and have subdued these nations ; 
and one legion is a sullieient guard for these 
people, although they were so hard to he 
coiKjueved, and at a distance so remote from 
Rome. Who is there among you that hath 
not lieard of the great number of the Ger- 
mans? You have, to he sure, yourselves seen 
tiiein to be strong and tall, and that frequent- 
ly, since the Rinnans have them among their 
captives everywhere y yet tliese Gernnn.s, 
who dwell in an immense country, who have 
minds greater than tlieir bodies, and a soul 
that despises death, and who are in rage 
more fierce than wild beasts, have the Hhine 
for the boundary of their enterprises, and are 
tamed by eight Roman legions. Such of 
them as w ere taken captives became their ser- 
vants ; and tlie rest of the entire nation w ere 
obliged to save themselves by flight. Do you 
also, who depend on the walls of Jenisaleni, 
consider what a wall tlie Pi iions Imd : for the 
Romans sailed away to them, and subdued 
them W'liihr they were eiic< on passed by the 
ocean, and inhabiud an island t.iat is not less 
than [the continent of] this habitable earth, 
and four legions are a sufficient guard to so 


large an island : and why should I speiik 
much more about this matter, wdifle the Par- 
tliians, that most warlike body of men, and 
lords of so many nations, and encomjiassed 
with such mighty forces, send hostages to the 
Romans ; whereby you may see, if you please, 
even In Italy, llie noblest nation of the east, 
under the notion of peace, submitting to serve 
them. Now', w'lien almost all people under 
the sun submit to the Roman arms, will you 
be the only people that make war against 
them ? and this witliout regarding the late 
of the Carthaginians, who, in the midst of 
their brags of the great Haimibal, and the 
nobility of their I’lienician original, fell by 
tile hand of Scipio. Nor indeed have tlie Cy- 
renians, derived from the Lacedemonians, nor 
the Marinaridae, a nation extendeil as far an 
the regions uninhabitable for want of w ater, 
nor have the Syrtes, a place teriihle to siicli as 
barely hear it described, the Nasamons and 
Moors, and the immense mullitude of the 
Nuniidians, been able to put a stop to the 
Roman valour ; and as for the tliird part of 
the habitable earth (Africa', whose nations 
are so many, that it is not easy to number 
them, and which is bounded by the Atlanlie 
sea, and the Pillars of Hercules, and fecalsan 
innumerable multitude of Ethiopians, as far 
as the Red sea, th(?se have the Romans sub- 
dued entirely. And besides the annual fruits 
of the earth, w hich maintain the miiliitiide of 
the Romans for eight months in the year, this, 
over and above, pays all sorts of Irilmte, and 
allbrds revenues suitable to the necessities i.f 
the government. Nor do they, like you, e>. 
teem such injunctions a disgrace to them, al- 
though they have but one Roman legion that 
abides among them ; and indeed w liat oi ( i- 
sion is there for showing yon the pow er of the 
Romans over remote etmntries, wlit'ii it is sc 
easy to learn it from Egypt, in your iieigli- 
bouvuood ? rhis country is cMeiuleil as far as 
the Klhiop'iaiis, and Arabia the Ilajipy, and 
borders upon India ; it hath seven niillioiis 
five hundred lliousand men, besides tlie inha- 
bitants of Alex.nicliia, as may be learned froni 
the revenue of the poll-tax ; yet it is not 
ashamed to submit to the Ro;.‘ m ernmeiU, 
although it hatli Alexandria as a graiul leinj)- 
tatioii to a levoit, by reason it is so full of 
people ami of liches, and is besides exceeding 
large, ifs length being thiify furlongs, audits 
breailth no les'> than ten; afid it pays more 
tribute to the Romans in one month than you 
do in a year: nay, besides what it pays in 
money, it sends corn to Rome that supports 
it for four mouths [in the year] ; it is 
also walled round on all sides, either by al- 
most impassable deserts, or seas that have 
no havens, or by rivers, or hy lakes ; yet have 
none of these things been found loo strong 
for the Roman good fortune; however, two 
legions that lie in that city arc a bridle both 
for the remoter parts of Egypt, and fur the 
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parts inhabited by the more noble Macedo- 
nians. Where then are those people whom 
you are to have for your auxiliaries? Must 
they come from the parts of the world that arc 
uninliahited ? for all that are in the habitable 
earth are [under the] Romans. — Unless any 
of you extend liis hopes as far as beyond tlie 
jMiphratcs, and suppose that those of your 
own nation that dwell in Adiabene will come 
to your assistance (hut certainly these will 
not embarras themselves with an unjustifiable 
war, nor, if they should follow such ill ad- 
vice, will the Parlhians permit them so to 
do) ; for it is their concern to maintain the 
truce that is between them and the Romans, 
and they will he supposed to break the cove- 
nants betw'ecn them, if any under their go- 
vernment march against the Romans. What 
remains, therefore, is (liis, that you have re- 
3 to div ance ; but this is already 

on the side of the Romans ; for it is impos- 
sible that so vast an empire should he settled 
without God’s providence. Reflect upon it, 
Iiow impossible it is your zealous observation 
of your religious customs to he here jireserv- 
ed, which are hard to be observed, even when 
you fight with those whom you arc able to 
conquer ; and how can you then most of all 
hope for God’s assistance, when, by beii\^ 
forced to transgress his law', you will make 
him turn his face from yon ? and if you do 
observe the custom of the Sabbath-days, and 
will not he luevailed on to do any thing there- i 
on, you will easily bo taken, as were your 
iorehitlicrs by Pompey, w ho was the busiest 
in bis siege on those days on which the be- 
sieged rested; but if in time of war you 
transgress tlie law of your country, I cannot 
tell on wlu>se account yon will afterward go 
to war; for your concern is but one, that 
you (!(' notiling against any of your forefa- 
thers; and how will you call upon (»od to 
ass: • von, w'hen yon are voluntarily trans- 
gre,s;iig against his religion? Now, all men 


tion, or will not rather, for an example to other 
nations, burn your Iioly city, and utterly des- 
troy your whole nation ; for those of you who 
shall survive the war will not be able to find 
a place w hither to flee, since all men have the 
Romans for their lords already, or arc afraid 
they shall have hereafter. Nay, indeed, the 
danger concerns not those Jew’s that dwell 
here only, but those of them who dwell in 
other cities also ; for there is no people upon 
the halntahle earth which have not some por- 
tion of you among them, whom your enemies 
will slay, in case yon go to war, and on that 
account also ; and so every city which hath 
.Jews in it will be filled w’itli slaughter for tim 
sake only of a few men, and they wlio slay 
them will he pardoned ; but if that slaughter 
he not made hy them, consider how wicked a 
thing it is to take arms against those that are 
so kind to you. Have pity, tlicrcforo, if not 
on j'onr childron and wives, yet upon this 
your metropolis, and its sacred w’alis ; spare 
the temple, and preseivc the holy house, witl^ 
its holy furniture, for yourselves; for if the 
Romans get yon under their power, they will 
no longer abstain from them, when their for 
mcr abstinence shall have been so ungratefully 
requited. I call to witness your sanctuary, 
and the holy angels of God, and this country 
I common to us all, that I have not kept back 
; any thing tJiat is for your preservation ; and 
if you will follow tliat advice which you ought 
to do, you will have lliat peace which will be 
common to yon and to me ; hut if you indulge 
your passions, you will run those hazards 
which 1 shall he free from.” 

5. When Agrippa had spoken thus, both he 
and his sister wept, and hy their tears rejiress- 
ed a great deal of the violence of the people ; 
hut still they cried out, that tliey would not 
fight against the Romans hut against Florns, 
t on account of w hat they had sutfered by his 
'.means. To which Agrippa replied, that what 
i they had already done was like such as make 


that go to w ar, do it either as depending on di- j "ar against tlie Romans “ for yon have not 
vine or oii Iiiiman assistance; hut since yourlp*!^! the tribute which is due l«> Caesar;* and 
going to war will cut off both those assist- you have cut off the cloisters [of tlie temple] 


unces, those that are for going to war choose 
evident desi ' uclion. Vr'hat hinders you from 
slaying )our cliililien ami wives with your 
own han Is, and turning this most excellent 
native city of yours? for by tlii> mad prank 
you will, however, escape the reproach of 


from joining t > the tower Antonia. You will 
therefore prevent any occasion of revolt, if you 
will hut join the ain, and if you 

will hut pay your tribute; for the citadel does 
not now heioi'g to Florus, nor are you to pay 
the tribute-money to Florns.” 


being beaten ; hn\ it w’ero best, O wiy friends, 
it were best, while the vessel is still in the ha- 
ven, to foresee iu ? impending storm, and not to 
set sail out of the port into the middle of the j 
hurricanes; for w'e justly pity those who fall 
into great misfortunes w ii bout foreseeing them ; 
hut for him who rushes into manifest rum, he 
gains reproaches [instead of commiserationj. 
Rut certainly no one can imagine tliat you 
can enter into a w ar as hy an agreement, or 
that when the Romans have got you undei 
their power, they will use you with niodera- 


♦ Julius (\csar had dccrcHxi, tluit tJie Jews of Jerusa- 
lem shouhl pay an iuuiual tribute to the Romans, oxeeiJt- 
ing the eity of Joppa, imd for the Sabbatical year ; 
S}iaiiheim observes from the Anliq. b. xiv, chap, x. 
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CIIArTER XVII. 

HOW THK WAR OF THE .TEWS WITH THE ROMANS 
REGAN ; AND CONCERNING MANAHEM. 

§ 1. This advice llie people licaikcncd to, and 
went up into the temple with the king and 
Bernice, and began to rebuild the cloisters : 
tl Lilcisals id ^ divided lbs edv 

into the villages, and collected the tributes, 
and soon got together forty talents, which was 
the sum that was deficient. And thus did A- 
grippa then put a stop to that war which was 
threatened. IMoreover, he attempted to per- 
suade the multitude to obey Floras, until Ca sar 
should send one to succeed him ; but they 
were hereby more provoked, and cast reproaches 
tipon tlie king, and got him excluded out of 
the city ; nay, some of the seditious had the 
impudence to throw stones at him. So when 
the king saw that the violence of thor,e that 
were for innovations was not to he restrained, 
and being very angry at the contumelies be 
bad reeeived, he sent their lulers, together 
with their men of power, to Florus, to Cesarca, 
that he might appoint whom he thought fit to 
collect the tribute in the country, while here- 
tired into his own kingdom. 

2. And at this time it was that some of 
those that principally excited the people to go 
to war, made an assault upon a certain for- 
tress called Masada. 'J hey took it by treach- 
ery, and slew the Romans that were there, and 
put others of tluir own party to keep it. At 
the same time Eieaz ir, the son of Ananias the 
liigh-priest, a very bold youth, who was at 
that time governor of the temple, persuaded 
those that ollieiate<l in the tliviue service to 

eii ive iio gift or sacrifice for any foreigner. 
And this was the true beginning of our war 
w iih the Romans : for they rejected the sacri- 
fice of Ca*-ar on this account; and when 
many of the high-priests and j)riucipal men 
fiesought them not to t>iuit the saciilice, wliich 
it was customary for them to oiler for their 
princes, they would not be prevailed iijjon. 
'i’hcso relied much upon their multitude, for 
the most llourishiug part of the innovators 
assisted them : but they bad the chief regard 
to Lleazar, the governor of the temple. 

3. Hereupon the men of jiower got toge- 
ther, and conferred with the high-priests, as 
did also the principal of the Biiarisee.s ; and 
thinking all was at stake, and that their cala- 
mities were becoming ineuiahie, look cajiinsel 
what was to be done. Aceoniingly they de- 
tertnined to try w hat they eon Id do with the 
seditious by words, and assembled the people 
before the brazen gate, whicli was that gale 
of tlic inner temple |comt of the priests] 
W'hich looked towards the sun-.ising. And, 
in the first place, they .showed the great in., 
dignatioii they iiud at this atlcmjit fora re - 1 


olt, and for their bringing so great a war 
upon their country : after wliich they confuted 
their pretence as uii justifiable, and told them, 
that their forefathers had adorned their tem- 
ple in great part with donations bestowed on 
them by foreigners, and had always received 
what had been presented to them from foreign 
nations; and that they had been so far from 
rejceliiig any person’s sacrifice (which w'ould 
be the highest instance of impiety), that they 
had themselves placed those donations about 
the tem])le which were still visible, and had 
remained there so long a time ; that they did 
now irritate the Romans to take arms against 
them, and invited them to make war upon 
them, and brought up novel rules of strange 
divine worship, and determined to run tlie 
hazard of having their city condemned for 
impiety, while they would not allow any fo- 
reigner l)ut Jews only, either to sacrifice or to 
worship therein. And if such a law should 
ever be iniiixluced in the case of a single jier- 
son only, he would have indignation at it, 
as an iiistaiice of iiilivima::ity determined a- 
gainst him ; w hile they have no regard to the 
Romans or to Casar, and forbade even their 
bi .'<1 als . h( 

they tannot but fear, lest, by thus rejeeliiig 
their sacrifices, they shall not he allowed to 
offer their own ; and tliat-this city will lose 
its priiicijiallty, unless they grow wiser quick- 
ly, ;iiid restore the sacrifices as formerly; aiu, 
indeed uiiieiul the injury [they have offered 
to foreigners j before the report of it eoiiies 
to the ears of those that have been injured. 

d. And as they said tliese things, they ])ro- 
dueetl those priests that were skilful in the 
customs of their country, who made the re- 
port, that ;dl their forefathers had itreivi'd the 
*-acrilices fiotii Idreign nations. — But still nut 
one of the iiiuj\atois would heaikeii to wh.if 
was said; nay, those that ministered ahonl 
the temple would not attiiid their divine sei- 
viee, but were piep.u ing nialteis for hegimiing 
llie war. So the iiieii of power, percei\ing 
that the sedition was too hard for them to 
subdue, and that the tlauger wliieli would 
aiise from the Romans would come upon 
them first of all, endeavoured to save tliew- 
selves, anti sent amliassadtir.'. ; some to Mo- 
rns, the c.hief of whom was Simon the son of 
Ananias; anti oilier.s to Agrippa, among whom 
the most cmiiuut were Saul, and AiitijiaN, 
and C'ostohartjs, who were df the king’s kin- 
dred ; ;ind they desired of them hoth that 
they would come with an army to the cilN, 
and cut tdf the sedition liefore it should he 
loo liard to be subdued. Now this terrible 
message was good news to Fioriis ; and be- 
cause bis design was to have a war kiu(ile<!, 
lie gave the ambassadors no answer at all. 
But Agrijijia was etjually solicitous for those 
that were revolting, and for those against 
wlioin the war was to be uuule, and was de- 
sirous to preserve the Jews for the Roniaiis 
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aiul the temple and metropolis for t!ie Jews ; 
he was also sensible that it was not for his 
own a<lvanla<];e tlia-t the disturbances should 
proceed ; so he sent tlircc thousand horsemen 
to the assistance of the people out of Aurani- 
lis, and Batanea, and Trachonitis, and these 
under Darius, tlie master of liis horse; and 
Philip tlie son of Jacimiis, the general of his 
army. 

5. Upon this the men of jiowcr, with the 
Jtll the part of the mul- 
titude tliat were desirous of peace, took cou- 
rage, and seized upon the upper city [Mount 
Sion ] ; for the seditious part had the lower 
city and the temple in their power : so they 
made use of stones and slings perpetually 
against one anollier, and threw darts conli. 
nually on both sides ; and sometimes it hap- 
pened that they made excursions hy troops, 
and fought it out liaiul to hand, while the se- 
ditious were superior in boldne but the 
king’s soldiers in skill. 'I’hese last strove 
chiefly to gain the temple, and to drive those 
out of it who jirofaned it; as did the sediti- 
ous, with Elcazar (besides what they liad al- 
ready) labour to gain the ujiper city. Thus 
were there perpetual sliuigliters on both sides 
for seven d ide wouhl 

yield up tl e pa had ; 'd 

6'. Now the next day nas tiie festival of 
Xylopliory ; upon whicli the custom was for 
every one to bring wood for tlie altar (that 
there ^ light never be a want of fuel for that 
‘ire which was unqnenchahle and always burn- 
ing). Upon that day they excluded the oj)- 
posito party from the observation of this part 
of religion. And wlicn they liad joined to 
themselves many of the Sicarii, who erowaled 
in among the w'eaker people (that was the 
name for sncli robbers as had under their bo- 
soms swort’s called Sica?), tliey grew bokler, 
and rariied their undertakings farther; inso- 
much tliat the king’s sohiiers were overpow- 
ens by tin ir ninltitude and boldness; and so 
they gave way, and were diiven out of tile iijk 
jier city I y force. 'The otliers then set fire 
to the liousc of Ananias the high-priest, and 
to the palaces of Agrijipa and IJernicc ; alter 
w'hicli they carried the fire to the place where 
the archives were reposited, and made haste 
to burn the contracts belonging to their cre- 
ditors, ami thereby dissolve their obligations 
for paying their debts ; and this was done, in 
order to gain the.multitude of (hose who had { 
been debtors, and that lln>y might persuade' 
the ])0(wei s(. t lo join in their insurrection 
with safety against the more wealthy; so the 
kcejjers of the records fled away, and the rest 
set fire to them. And wdien they had thus 
burnt down the nerves of the city, they fell 
'Jpon their enemies ; at which time some of 
the men of power, and of the high -priests, 
went into the vaults under ground, and con- 
cealed themselves, wdiile otliers fled wdth (he 
king’s soldiers to die upwer palace, and shut ! 
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the gates immediately ; among whom were 
Ananias the high-priest, and the ambassadors 
that had been sent to Agrippa. And now 
the seditions were contented with the victory 
they had gotten, and the buildings they had 
burnt down, and proceeded no farther. 

7. But on the next day, wliicli w'as the 
fifteenth of the month Lous [Ah'!, they made 
an assault upon Antonia, and besieged the 

;arrison which was in it tw’o days, and then 
took the garrison, and slew' them, and set the 
citadel on fire; after which they marched to 
the ])alacc, w'hither the king’s soldiers were 
fled, and parted themselves into four bodies, 
and made an attack upon the walls. As for 
those (hat w'ere within it, no one had the 
courage to sally out, because those that as- 
saulted them w’/*re so numerous; but they dis- 
tributed themselves into llii; breast-works and 
turrets, and shot at the besiegers, whereby 
many of the robbers fell under the walls ; nor 
did they cease to fight one with another either 
by night or l>y day ; while the seditions sup- 
posed that those wiiiiin w'ould grow weary for 
want of food ; and those without, supposed the 
others would do the like liy the lediousness of 
the siege. 

8. In the mean time one Manahem, the 
son of Judas, tliat was called the Galilean 

■(who was a very cunning sophister, and had 
formerly reproached the Jews under Cyrenius, 
that after God they were subject to the Ro- 
mans) took some of the men of note with him, 
and retired to Masada, where he broke ojien 
king Herod’s armoury, and gave arms not 
inly to his own people, but to other robbers 
also. '■J'hese he made use of for a guard, and 
returned in the state of a king to Jerusalem ; 
he became the leader of the sedition, and gave 
orders for coiitiiuiiug the siege; but they 
wanted* proper instruments, and it was not 
jiracticable to undermine the wall, because the 
darts came down upon them from above. But 
still they dug a mine, from a great distance, 
under one of the lowers, and made it toller : 
and having done that, they set on fire what 
was combustihle, and left it ; and when the 
fomulatioMS wie burnt below, the tower fell 
down suddenly. Yet did tliey then meet with 
another wall that had been built within, for 
the besioge'd were sensible beforehand of what 
they were dc^'ing, and probably the lower 
shook as it w'as undermining ; so they provid- 
ed themselves of another fortification ; which 
when the besiegers unexpectedly saw, wliilc 
they thought they had already gained the 
jilace, they were under some consternation. 
However, tiiose that were within sent to Ma- 
naliem, and to the other leaders of the sedition, 
and desired they might go out upon a capi- 
tulation ; this was granted to the king’s sol- 
diers and their own eoiinlrynien only, who 
went out accordingly; but the Romans that 
w'ore left alone were greatly dejected, for they 
were not able to force Uieir way through suc<i 
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a multitude; and to desire them to give them 
their right hand for tiieir security, they thought 
would be a reproach to them ; and besides, if 
they should give it them, they durst not de- 
pend upon it ; so they deserted their camj), 
as easily taken, and ran away to the royal 
towers, — that called ITippicus, that called Pha- 
saelus, and that called Mariamne. But Ma- i 
nahem and his party fell upon the place whence j 
the soldiers were fled, and slew as many of them | 
as they could catch, before they got up to the j 
towers, and phiHdered what they left behind | 
them, and set fire to their camp. This w'as 
executed on the sixth day of the month Gor- 
])ieus [ FilulJ. 

9. But on the next day the high-priest was 
caught where he had concealed liimself in an 
aqueduct ; ho was slain, together with Heze- 
kiah his brother, by the robbers: hereupon 
the seditious besieged the towers, and kept 
them guarded, lest any one of the soldiers 
should escape. Now the overthrow of the 
places of strength, and the death of the high- 
priest Ananias, so pufled up Manaliein, that 
lie became barbarously cruel ; and, as be 
thought he had no antagonist to dispute the 
management of alfairs with him, he was no 
better llian an insupportable tyrant ; but Elea- 
zar and bis party, when words bad passed be- 
tween them, how it was not proper when they 
revolted from the Homans, out of the desire 
of liberty, to betray that liberty to any of their 
own people, and to bear a lord, wlio, though 
lie should bo guilty of no violence, was yet 
moaner than themselves; as also, tliat, incase 
they were obliged to set some one over their 
public aflairs, it was titter they should give 
that privilege to any one rather than to him, 
they made an assault upon him in the temple; 
for be went up thitlier to worship in a pompous 
id ado k 1 itli oyal ga 
and had his followers with him in their ar- 


principal instrument of his tyranny, whose 
name was Apsalom. 

10. And, as I said, so far truly the people 
assisted them, while they hoped this might af- 
ford some amendment to the seditious prac- 
tices; but tlie otliers were not in haste to put 
an end to the war, but hoped to prosecute it 
w’ith less danger, now they had slain Manaheni. 
It is true, that when the people earnestly de- 
sired that they would leave off besieging the 
soldiers, they were the more earnest in press- 
ing it forward, and this till jMetiliiis, who was 
the Uoman general, sent to Eleazar, and de 
sired that they would give them security to 
spare their lives only ; hut agreed to deliver 
up their arms, and what else they had with 
them. The others readily complied with 
their petition, sent to them Gorion, the son 
of Nicodemns, and Ananias, the son of Sad- 
duk, ami Judas, the son of Jonathan, that 
they might give them tlie security of tJieir 
right bauds, and of (heir oaths : after wliicli 
Metilius brought down his soldiers; wliich 
soldiers, while they were in arms, were not 
meddled with by any of the seditions, nor was 
there any appearance of treachery : but as 
soon as, according to the articles of capitula- 
tion, they bad all laid down their shields ami 
their swords, and were under no larllier suspi- 
cion of any harm, but were going away, Elc- 
azar’s men attacked them after a violent man- 
ner, and encompassed them round, and slew' 
them, wliilc they neither defended themselves 
nor entreated for mercy, but only cried out 
upon the breach of their articles of capituhi- 
(ion and their oatlis. And thus were all these 
tneii barbarously murdered, excepting Meti- 
lius ; forwhen he entreated for mercy, ami 
pronuM.'d that be would turn Jew, and l>e cir- 
cumcised, they saved him alive, but none else. 
'Ibis lo H > but light tin 

jbeir-g no more than a few slain out of an im- 


mour. But Eleazar and Ins party fell vio- inensc army; but still it apj:eaieil to be a 
lently upon him, as did also the rest of the ! prelude to the Jews’ own destruction, while 
people, and taking up stones to attack him hncii made public lamcnlation when they saw 
withal, they threw (hem at the sophistcr, and ' th; ‘ ch alfbrded fo ■ 

thought that if he wore once ruined, the en-- were incurable ; that the city was all over 


tire sedition would fall to the ground. Now j polluted witli such abominations, from which 
^lanabem and his party made resistance for a it was but reasonable lo expect some ven- 
while ; but when they perceived that the wbole Igeanco, even though they should escape re- 
multitude were falling upon them, tliey fledjvengc from the Homans ; so that the city was 
which way every one w’as able; those that j filled witli sadness, and every one of the ino- 
were cauglk were slain, and those that hid ; derate men in it were under great distnrbiuice, 
themselves were searched for. A few there as likely themselves to und'ergo punishment 
were of them who privately escaped to Masada, for the wickedness of the seditious ; for in* 
among whom was Eleazar, the son of Jarius, jdeed it so happened that this murder was per- 
who was of kin to Manahem, and acted the ! petraled on the Sabbath day, on w'liich day 
part of a tyrant at IVIasada afterward. As for the Jews have a respite from their works on 
Manaheni himself, he ran away to the place account of divine worship, 
called Ophla, and there lay skulking in pri- 
vate ; but they took him alive, and drew him 
out before them all ; they then tortured him 
with many sorts of torments, and after all 
slew him, as they did by those that were cap- 
tains under him also, and particularly by the 
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grcafeftt number 6t bis eneiuitt. It wus 
CHAPTER XVlII* Uien odintnon to «ee cide» filled with deadv 

bodies, still lying unburied, and those of old 
YBECALAMitiss AND SLAUGHTXBd THAT CAME men, mited with iofante, all dead, and scat- 
UPON THS JEWA tered about together ; women also la;^ amongst 

* them, without any covering for their naked- 

g 1. Now the people of Cesarea had slain ness; you might then see tlie whole province 
the Jews that were among them on the very fiill of inexpressible calamities, while the 
same day and hour [when the soldiers were dread of still more barbarous practices which 
alaiji]i which one would think must have were threatened, was everywhere greater than 
come to pass bjr the direction of Providence ; ! what had l)een already perpetrated* 
insomuch that in one hour’s time above twenty' 3. And thus far the conflict bad been be- 
thousand Jews a'ere killed, and all Cesarea tween Jews and foreigners ; but when they 
was emptied of its Jewish inhabitants; for made excursions to Scythopolis, they found 
Florus caught such as ran away, and sent Jews that acted as enemies ; for as they stood, 
them in bonds to the galleys. Upon which in battle array with those of Scythopolis, and 
stroke that the Jews received at Cesarea, the preferred their own safety before their relation 
whole nation was greatly enraged ; so they to us, they fought against their own country* 
divided themselves into several parties, and men; nay, their alacrity was so very great^ 
laid waste the villages of the Syrians, and that tlmse of Scythopolis suspected them* 
their neighbouring cities, Philadelphia, and These were afraid, therefore, lest they should 
Sebonitis, and Gerasa, and Pella, and Scy tho- make an assault upon the city in the night- 
polis, and after foem Gadara, and Hippos; time, and to their great misfortune, should 
and falling upon*Gaulonitis, some cities they thereby make an apology for themselves to 
destroyed there, and some they set on fire, their own people for their revolt from them, 
and then they went to Kedasa, belonging to the! So they commanded them, that in case they 
Tyrians, and to Ptolemais, and to Gaba, and ^ would confirm their agreement and demoa- 
to Cesarea; nor was either Sebaste (Samaria) strata their fidelity to them, who were of a 
or Askeion, able to oppose the violence with difiPerent nation, they should go out of the 
which they were attacked ; and when they i city, with their families, to a neighbouring 
had burned these to the ground, they entirely | grove : and when they had done as they were 
demolished Anthedon and Gaza; many also ; commanded, Without suspecting any thing, 
of the villages that were about every one of the people of Scythopolis lay still for the in* 
those cities were plundered, and an immense terval of two days, to tempt them to be se* 
slaughter was made of the men who were cure; but on the third night they watched! 
caught in them. their opportunity, and cut all their throats, ! 

2. However, the Syrians were even with some of them as they lay unguarded, and some 
the Jews in the multitude of the men whom as they lay asleep. The number that was slain 
they slew ; for they killed those whom they was above thirteen thousand, and then they 
caught in their cities, and that not only out plundered them of all that they had* 
of the hatred they bare them, as formerly, but 4. It will deserve our relation what befell 
to prevent the danger under which they were Simon ; he was the son of one Saul, a man 
from them ; so that the disorders in all Syria of reputation among the Jews. This man 
were terrible, and every city was divided into was distinguished from tlie rest by the strength 
two armies encamped one against pother, of his body, and the boldness of his conduct, 
and the preservation of the one party was in although he abused them both to the mis* 
the destruction of the other; so the day>time chieving of his countrymen; for he came 
was spent in shedding of blood, and the night every day and slew a great many of the Jews 
in fear, — which was of the two the more ter- of l^ythopolis, and he frequently put them 
rible ; fur when the Syrians thought they had to flight, and became himself alone tiie cauai i; 
ruined the Jews, they had the Judaizers in of his army's conquering. But a jmtt jiu* 
suspicion also; and as each side did not care nisbment overtook him i’or the tmlid^ h» 
to slay those vi4iom they only suspected on had committed upon those of the same nation 
the other, so did they greatly fear foem when with him ; for when the people of Scythopo- 
they were mt ogled with the other, as if they lis threw their darts at them in the grove, he 
were certainly foreigners. Moreover, greedi- drew his sword, but did not attack any of tlie 
ness of gain was a provocation to kill the op« enemy; for he saw that lie could do nothing 
posite party, even to such as had of old ap- against such a multitude; but he cried out, 
peered very mild and gentle . towards them; after a very moving manner, and said,— << O 
for they without fear plundered the effects of you people of ScjlthopoUs, 1 deservedly siifler 
the slain, and carried off the spoils of tliose for what 1 have done witli relation to you, 
whom': they slew to their own houses, as if wlien 1 gave you such security of my fidelity 
they been gained in a set battle ; and be to you, by slaying so many of those that were 
Was esteemed a man of honour who got the related to me. Wherefore we very juitli 
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. «xpertw« 4ie perBdlduwM* of forngmin, hemni.* Now there ceme certain men, «e. 
while aft^ a most wicked manner venfcy in nnrober, out of Batane^ who were 

agaiiistlloinr :#wij nation. I wili therefore the most considerable for meir families and 
dle« polluted wretch as lam, by mine own prudence of the rest of the people ; th^e 
hlftids; fer M is not fit I should die by the desired to have an army put into their bands, 
.hand of dur eniamies ; and let the same action that if any tumult should h^pen, they might 
be to me both a punishment for my greai have abbtit them a guard sufficient to res^ain 
crimes and a Wimony of my courage to my such as might rise up against them. This 
commendation, that so no one of our enemies Noarus sent out some of the kings armed 
■may have k to brag of, that he it was that men by night, and slew all those Lseventy] 
slew me; and no one may insult upon me men; which bold action he ventured upon 
as I fall.*’ Now when he had said this, he without the consent of Agrippa, and was such 
looked round about him upon his family a lover of money, that he chose to be so jvick- 
with eves of commiseration and of rage (that ed to his own countrymen, although he brought 
family consisted of a wife and children, ruin on the kingdom thereby ; and thus cru- 
and his aged parents); so, in tlv first place, ellydid he treat that nation, and this contrary 
he caught his father by his grey hairs, and to tlie laws also, until Agrippa was informed 
ran his sword through him,— and after him of it, who did not indeed dare to put him to 
he did the same to his mother, who willingly death, out of regard to Sohemus; but still he 
received it; and after them he did the like to put an end to his procuratorship immediately, 
his wife and children, every one almost offer- But as to the seditious, they took the citadel 
ing themselves to liis sword, as desirous to which was called Cypros, and w'as above Je- 
prevent being slain by their enemies ; so when richo, and cut the throats of the garrison, and 
he had gone over all his family, he stood upon utterly demolished the fortifications. This 
their bodies to be seen by all, and stretching was about the same time that the multitude 
out his right hand, that his action might be of the Jews that were at Machcrus persuaded 
observed by all. he sheathed his entire sword the Romans who were in garrison to leave the 
into his own bowels. This young man was place, and deliver it up to them. These Ro- 
to be pitied, on account of the strength of his mans being in great fear, lest the place should 
bodv and the courage of his soul ; but since be taken by force, made an agreement with 
he had assured foreigners of his fidelity [a- them to depart upon certain conditions ; and 
gainst his own countrymen] he suffered de- when they had obtained the security they de- 
servedly. ’ sired, they delivered up the citadel, into which 

5. Besides this murder at Scythopolis, the the people of xMacherus put a garri.son foi 
othercities rose up againsttheJe%vs that were their own security, and held it in their own 
among them ; those of Askelon slew two thou- power. 

sand five hundred, and those of Ptolemais two 7, But for Aleiandria, the sedition of tlio 
thousand, and put not a few into bonds ; those people of the place against the Jews was per- 


like, while they put to death the boldest of the Egyptians, and as a reward for such their as- 
Jews, but kept those of whom they were most sistauce, gave them equal privileges in this 
afraid in custody ; as did the rest of the cities cky with the Grecians themselves which 
of Syria, according as they every one either honorary reward continued among them un- 
hated them or were afraid of them ; only the der his. successors, who also set apart for them 
Antiochians, the Sidoniaps, and Apamians, a particular place, that they might live with- 
spared those that dwelt with them, and they out being polluted [by the GentilriA], and were 
would not endure either to kill any of the thereby not so much intermixed with forcign- 
Jews, or to put them in bonds. And perhaps ers as before ; they also gave thorn this far- 
ihey spared them, because their own number ther privilege, that they should be called Ma- 
was so great that they despised their attempts, cedonians. Nay, when the Romans got pos- 
But I ttiink that the greatest part of this fa- session of Egypt, neither the first Casar, nor 
vour was owing to their commiseration of any one that came after him, thought ol di- 
tbose whom they saw to make no innovation#, minishing the honours whicir Alexander bad 
As for the Gcrasens, they did no harm to bestowed on the Jews. But still cord uts 
those that abode with them ; and for those perpetually arose with the Grecians ; and a - 
who had a mind to go atvay, they conducted though the governors did every day punish 
; them as far as their borders reached. many of them, yet did the sedition grow 

f (?: There was also a plot laid against the worse ; but at tM# time especially, when Uk re 
Jews in Agrippa’s kingdom ; for he was him- tumults in other places also, tlie disor- 

self gone to Cestius Gall us, to Antioch, but , q, Sohemus we have wenUon made by 
‘ ] left one of his companions, whose name tus. We also learn from Dio, that his flu her was kiii« 

to take chreof the nublic af. , of the Arabians of Ituroa, [which 
Noarus, to take care or uie puuiic at- ^ j t testimonies are quoted 

^wMch Noarus was of km lo king So- 1 htra by Dr. Hudson* Sec Noldlus, No. 37b 
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der!( among them were put into a greater 
fiame ; for when the Atexandriana had once a 
public assembly, to deliberate about an em- 
.assage they were sending to Nero, a great 
number of Jews came flocking to the theatre ; 
but when their adversaries saw them, they im. 
mediately cried out, and called them their 
enemies, and said they came as spies upon 
them ; upon which they rushed out and laid 
violent hands upon them ; and as for the rest, 
they were slain as they ran away ; but there 
were three men whom they caught, and haul- 
ed tlieni along, in order to have them burnt 
alive"; but all the Jews came in a body tode- 
fend them, who at first threw stones at the 
Grecians ; but after that they took lamps, 
and rushed with violence into the theatre, 
and threatened that they would burn the peo* 
pie to a man ; and this they had soon done, 
unless Tiberius Alexander, the governor of 
the city, had restrained their passions. How- 
ever, this man did not b<%in to teach them 
wisdom by arms, but sent among them pri- 
vately some of the principal men, and there- 
by entreated them to be quiet, and not pro- 
voke the Roman army against them ; but the 
seditious made a jest of the entreaties of Ti- 
oerius, and reproached him for so doing. 

8. Now when he perceived that those who 
were for innovations would not be pacified 
till some great calamity should overtake them, 
he sent out upon them those two Roman le- 
gions that were in the city, and together with 
them five thousand other soldiers, who, by 
chance, were come together out of Libya, to 
the ruin of the Jews. They were also per- 
mitted not only to kill them, but to plunder 
them of what they had, and set fire to their 
houses. These soldiers rushed violently into 
that part of the city which was called Delta, 
where the Jewish people lived together, and 
did as they were bidden, though not without 
bloodshed on their own side also ; for the 
Jews got together, and set tliose that were the 
best armed among them in the fore- front, 
and made resistance for a great while ; but 
when once they gave back, they were de- 
stroyed unmercifully ; and this their destruc- 
tion was conqilete, some being caught in the 
open held, arid otlicrs forced into their houses, 
which houses wero first plundered of what 
was in t!iem, and then set on fire by the Ro- 
mans ; wherein no mercy was shown to the 
infants, and no r^ard had to the aged ; but 
they went on in the slaughter of persons of 
every age, till all the place was overflowed 
with blood, and fifty thousand of them lay 
dead upon heaps; nor had the remainder 
been preserved, had they not betaken them- 
selves to supplication. So Alexander com- 
miserated their condition, and gave orders to 
the Romans to retire ; accordingly, these, 
being acciistomed to obey orders, left off kil- 
ling at the: first intimation ; but the populace 
*>f Alexandria bare so very great hatred to 
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the Jews, that it was difficult to recal tliem i 
and it was a hard thing to make them leave" 
their dead bodies. ' " 

9. And this was the miserable calamity which 
at this time befell the Jews at Alexandria. 
Hereupon Cestius thought fit Yio longer to lie 
still, while the Jews were everywhere up in 
arms; so he took out of Antioch the twelfth 
legion entire, and out of each of the rest he 
selected two thousand, with six cohorts of foot- 
men, and four troops of horsemen, besides 
those auxiliaries which were sent by the kings ; 
of which Antiochus * sent two thousand 
horsemen, and three thousand footmen, with 
as many archers ; and Agrippa sent the same 
number of footmen, and one thousand horse- 
men ; Sohemus also followed with four thou- 
sand, a third part whereof were horsemen, 
but most part were archers, and thus did he 
march to Ptolemais. There were also great 
numbers of auxiliaries gathered together from 
the [free] cities, who indeed had not the same 
skill in martial affairs, but made up in their 
alacrity and in their hatred tn the Jews what 
they wanted in skill. There came also along 
with Cestius, Agrippa himself, both as a guide 
in his march over the country, and a director 
of what was fit to be done ; so Cestius took part 
of his forces, and marched hastily to Zabulon, 
a strong citv of Galilee, which was called the 
City of Men, and divides the country of Ptole- 
mais from our nation ; this he found deserted 
by its men, the multitude having fled to the 
mountains, but full of all sorts of good things ; 
those be gave leave to the soldiers to plunder, 
and set fire to the city, although it was of ad- 
mirable beauty, and had its houses built like 
those in Tyre, and Sidon, and Berytus. Af- 
ter this he overran all the country, and seixed 
upon w^hatsoever came in his way^^and set 
fire to the villages that were rouhd abcuit 
them, and then returned to Ptolemais. But 
when the Syrians, and especially those of 
Berytus, were busy in plundering, the Jews 
plucked up their courage again, for they 
knew that Cestius was retired, and fell upon 
those that were. left behind unexpectedly, and 
destroyed about two thousand of them. 

10. And now Cestius himself marched from 
Ptolemais, and came to Cesarea ; but he sent 
part of his army before him to Joppa, and 
gave orders, that if they could take that city 
[by surprise j they should keep it ; but that in 
I case the citizens should perceive they were 
coming to attack them, they then should itay 
for him, and for the rest of the army. So 
some of them made a brisk marcli by the sea- 
side, and some by land, and so coming upon 
them on both sides, they took the city with 
e:tse ; and as the inhabitants had made no pro- 
vision aforehand for a flight, nor had gotten 

e Spanheim notes on the place, that this latter Antio- 
chus, who was called Epiphanes, is mentiuned by Dio, 
llx, p. 615 1 and that he Is mentioned by Josephus else- 
where twice also, b. v, chap, xi, sect. 3 1 •ad Anti<|. b. 
xix. chap, viii, sect 1. 
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'*ny thing for #ghtitigy the «oIdi«rs fell of iU xheh, for the whole multitude * were 
upon |hem» mnd blew them all, with their la* gone up toJerugaiem to the feast of taberna- 
miliesi wnd then plundered and burnt the cles; yet did he destroy fifty of those that 
o|1^» The number of the slain was eight thou* showed themselves, and burnt the city, and 
laud four hundred. In like manner Oestius so marched forwards; and ascending by Beth* 
also a cokisiderable body of horsemen to oron, he pitched his camp at a certain place 
the toparcliy of Narbatene, that adjoined to called Gabao, fifty furlongs distant from Je- 
Cesarea, who destroyed the country, and slew rusalem. 

a great multitude of its people ; they also 2. But as for the Jews, when they saw the 
plundered what they had, and burnt their vil- war approaching to their metropolis, they left 
lages. the feast, and betook themselves to their arms ; 

i 1, But Cestius sent Gallus, the command* and taking courage greatly from their multi, 
or of the twelfth legion, into Galilee, and de- tiide, went in a sudden and disorderly man- 
livered to him as many of his forces as he ner to the fight, with a great noise, and with, 
supposed sufficient to subdue that nation, out any consideration had of the rest of the 
He was received by the strongest city of Ga- seventh day, although the Sabbath was the 
lilee, which was Sepphoris, with acclamations day to which they had the greatest regard ; 
of joy ; which wise conduct of that city oc- but that rage which made them forget the re- 
easioned the rest of the cities to be in quiet ; ligious observation [of the Sabbath], made 
while the seditious part and the robbers ran them too hard for their enemies in the fight : 
away to that mountain which lies in the very with such violence, therefore, did they fall 
middle of Galilee, and is situated over against upon the Homans, as to break into their ranks, 
Sepphoris ; it is called Asamon. So Gallus and to march through the midst of them, 
brought his forces against them ; but while making a great slaughter as they went, inso. 
those men were in the superior parts above much that unless the horsemen, and such part 
the Romans they easily threw their darts up* of the footmen as were not yet tired in tlie 
on the Romans, as they made their approach* action, had wheeled round, and succoured 
es, and slew about two hundred of them ; but that part of tlie army wluch was not yet bro- 
when the Romans had gone round the moiin« ken, Cestius, with his whole army, had been 
tains, and were gotten into the parts above in danger: however, five hundred and fifteen 
their enemies, the others were soon beaten ; of the Romans were slain, of which number 
nor could they who had only light armour on four hundred were footmen, and the rest horse- 
sustain the force of them that fought them men, while the Jews lost only twenty*two, of 
armed all over; nor when they were beaten whom the most valiant were the kinsmen of 
could they escape the enemy’s horsemen; in* Monobazus, king of Adiabene,and their names 
somuch that only some few concealed them* were Monobazus and Kenedeus; and next to 
selves in certain places hard to be come at, them were Niger of Perea, and Silas of Ba- 
among the mountains, while the rest, above bylon, who had deserted from king Agripj^a 
two thousand in number, were slain, to the Jews ; for he had formerly served in 

his army. When the front of the Jewish arm) 
had been cut otf, the Jews retired into the 
city ; but still Simon, the son of Giora, fell 
CHAPTER XIX. upon the backs of the Romans as they were 

ascending up Bethoron, and put the hindmost 
WHAT CESTiuS DIO AGAINST THE JEWS ; AND of the army into disorder, and carried off 
now, UPON HIS BESIEGING JERUSALEM, HE 


RETREATED FROM THE CITY, WITHOUT ANY 
JUST OCCASION IN THE WORLD. AS ALSO 
WHAT SEVERE CALAMITIES HE UNDERWENT 
FROM THE JEWS IN HIS RETREAT. 

§ 1. And now Gallus, seeing nothing more 
that looked towards an innovation in Galilee, 
returned with his army to Cesarea ; but Ces- 
Uus removed with his whole army, and march* 
ed to Antipatris; and when he was informed 
that there was a great body of Jewish forces 
gotten together in a certain tower called 
Apbek, he sent a party before to fight them ; 
but (bis party dispersed the Jews by afi'right* 
ing them before it came to a battle : so tliey 
Rod finding their camp deserted, they 

r hii it, as well as the villages that lay about 
' Bt t when Cestius had marched from 
Antip? ris to Lydda, he found the city empty 


Here we have an eminent example of that Jewish 

a e, which Dr. Wall truly obserxes, wo several 
nd used in the sacred writings ; 1 mean where 
the words ** all,” or •' whole multitude,” 6ic. are used 
f(}r much the greatest part only ; but not so as to inchuie 
every person, without exception; for when Josephus 
had said, that •* the whole multitude” [all the males] 
Lydda were gone to the feast of tabemiicles, he inirne* 
diately adds, that, however, no fewer than fifty of them 
appeared, and were slain by the Homans. Other exam- 
ples }f>mewliat like this 1 have observed elsewhere in 
osephus; but, as I think, none so remarkable as this. 
See Wall's Critical Observations on the Old Testament, 
p. 49, 50. 

We have also in this and the next section, two emi- 
nent facts to be observed, viz. the Ant example, that I 
remember In Josephus, of the onset of tho Jews’ ene- 
mies upon their country when tlreir males were gone up 
to Jerusalem to one of their three sacretl festivals; 
which, during the theocracy, God had promised to pre 
serve them from, Exod. xxxiv, 24. 'Tiie second factm 
this, the breach of the Sabbath by the seditious Jews m 
an ofllsnsive fight, contrary to universal doctrine 
and practice of their nation in thi»ie «(Bs, and even con 
trary to what they themselves aftwviln praoUs^ In the 
rest of this war. See the note OH Antiq* b. xvi, oh. 2. 
sect. 4. 
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niany of the beasti that carried the weapona 
of war, and led them into the city ; but as 
Cestius tarried there three days, the Jews 
seized upon the elevated parts of the city, and 
set watches at the entrances into the city, and 
appeared openly resolved not to rest when once 
the Romans should begin to march. 

3. And now when Agrippa observed that 
even the affairs of the Romans were likely to 
be in danger, while such an immense multi- 
tude of their enemies had seised upon the 
niountaius round about, he determined to try 
what the Jews would agree to by words, as 
thinking that be slwuld either persuade them 
all to desist from fighting, or, however, that 
he should cause the sober part of them to 
separate themselves from the opposite party. 
So he sent Bo*''eus and Phebus, the per- 
sons of bis party that were the best known 
to them, and promised them that Cestius 
should give them his right hand, to secure 
them of the Romans* entire forgiveness of 
what they had done amiss, if they would throw 
away their arms, and come over to them ; but 
the seditious, fearing lest the whole multitude, 
in hopes of security to themselves, should go 
over to Agrippa, resolved immediately to fall 
upon and kill the ambassadors : accordingly 
they slew Phebus before he said a word, but 
Rorceus was only wounded, and so prevented 
his fate by flying away. And when the peo- 
ple were very angry at this, they had the se- 
ditious beaten with stones and clubs, and 
drove them before them into the city. 

4. But now Cestius, observing that the dis- 
turbances that were begun among the Jews 
afi'orded him a proper opportunity to attack 
them, took his whole army along with him, 
and put the Jews to flight, and pursued them 
to Jerusalem. He then pitched his camp up- 
on the elevation called Scopus [or watch- 
tower 1, which was distant seven furlongs from 
the city ; yet did he not assault them in three 
days’ time, out of eipectation that those with- 
in might perhaps yield a little ; and in the 
mean time he sent out a great many of his 
soldiers into neighbouring villages, to seize 
upon their corn; and on the fourth day, 
which was the thirtieth of the month Hyper- 
bereteus [Tisri], %vheii he put his army in 
array, he brought it into the city. Now for 
the people, they were kept under by the sedi- 
tious ; but the seditious themselves were great- 
ly affrighted at the good order of the Romans, 
and retired from the suburbs, and retreated 
inCb the inner part of the city, and into the 
temple. But when Cestius was come Into 
the city, he set the part culled Bezetba, which 
is also called Cenopolis, [or the new city], on 
fire ; as be did .also to the timber market : af- 
ter which Be came into the upper <rtv', and 
pitched his camp ovor-against the royal pa 
lace; and had be but at this very time at- 
tempted to get within the walls by force, he 
had won the city presently, and the war had 
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been put an end to at once ; but Tyrannius 
Priscus, die muster-master of the army, and 
a great number of the officers of the horse 
had been corrupted by Florus, and diverteo 
him from that his attempt ; and that was the 
occasion that this war lasted so very long, and 
thereby the Jews were involved in such ihcur- 
able calamities. 

5. In the mean time, many of the princi- 
pal men of the city were persuaded by Ana- 
nus, the son of Jonathan, and invited Cestius 
into the city, and were about to open the 
gates for him ; but he overlooked this offer, 
partly out of his anger at the Jews, and part- 
ly because he did not thoroughly believe they 
were in earnest ; whence it was that he delay- 
ed the matter so long, that the seditious per 
ceived the treachery, and threw Ananus and 
those of his party down from the wall, and, 
pelting them with stones, drove them into 
their houses; but they stood themselves at 
proper distances in the towers, and threw their 
darts at those that were getting over the wall. 
Thus did the Romans make their attack a- 
gainst the wall for five days, but to no pur 
pose. But on the next day, Cestius took a 
great many of his choicest men, and with 
them the archers, and attempted to break in- 
to the temple at the northern quarter of it : 
but tlie Jews beat them off from the cloisters, 
and repulsed them several times when they 
were gotten near to the wall, till at length the 
multitude of the darts cut them off, and made 
them retire: but the first rank of the Ro- 
mans rested their shields upon the wall, and 
so did those that were behind them, and the 
like did those that were still more backward, 
and guarded themselves with what they call 
Testudo, [the back of] a tortoise, upon whicli 
the darts* that were thrown fell, and slided off 
without doing them any harm ; so the soldiers 
undermined the wall, without being them 
selves hurt, and got all things ready for se^ 
ting fire to the gate of the temple. 

3. And now it was that a liorrible fear seiz- 
ed upon the seditious, insomuch that manyo^ 
tliem ran out of the city, as though it were to 
be taken immediately ; but the people upon 
this took courage, and where the wicked part 
of the city gave ground, thither did they 
come, in order to set open the gates, and to 
admit Cestius as their benefactor, who, had 
he but continued the siege a little longer, had 
certainly taken the city ; but it was, 1 sup- 
pose, owing to the aversion God had already 
at the city and the sanctuary, that he was bin- 
dered from putting an end to the war that 
very day.* 

» There may another very Important, and very pro- 
vidential, reason be here assigned for this strange and 
foolish retreat of Cestius ; which, if Josephus had been 
now a Christian, he might probably have taken notice 
of also : and that is, the affording the Jewish Christians 
in the city an opportunity of callinir to mind thr pre> 
diction and cauuon given them bv about thirty- 
Uirec years and a half before, that when they should 
see th« f bomination of desolation^ the idolatrous Ro 
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7. It then happened that Cestius was not 
conscious either how the besieged despaired of 
success, nor how courageous the people were 
for him ; and so he recalled his soldiers from 
tile place, and by despairing of any expectation 
of taking it, witliout having received any dis- 
grace, he retired from the city, without any 
reason in the world. That when the robbers 
perceived this unexpected retreat of his, they 
resumed their courage, and ran after the hinder 
parts of his army, and destroyed a considerable 
number of both tlieir horsemen and footmen ; 
and now Cestius lay all night at the camp, 
which was at Scopus ; and as he went of!‘ far- 
ther next day, he thereby invited the enemy 
to follow him, who still fell upon the hind- 
most, and destroyed them ; they also fell upon 
the flunk on each side of the army, and threw 
darts upon them obliquely, nor durst tliose that 
were hindmost turn back upon those who 
wounded them behind, as imagining that the 
multitude of those that pursued them was 
immense ; nor did they venture to drive away 
those that pressed upon t em on each side, 
because they were heavy with their arms, and 
were afraid of breaking their ranks to pieces, 
and because they saw the Jews were light and 
ready for making incursions upon them. And 
this was the reason why the Romans suffered 
greatly, without being able to revenge them- 
selves upon their enemies ; so they were galled 
all the way, and tiieir ranks were put into dis- 
order, and tho.se that were thus put out of their 
ranks were slain ; among whom were Priscus 
the commander of the sixth legion, and Lon- 
ginus the tribune, and Emilius Securidus, the 
commander of a troop of horsemen. So it 
was not without difficulty that they got to 
Gabao, tiieir former camp, and that not with- 
out the loss of a great part of their baggage. 
There it was that Ce.stius staid two days ; and 
was in great distress to know what be should 
do in these circumstances ; but when, on the 
third day, he saw a still greater number of 
enemies, and all the parts round about hitn 
full of Jews, he understood that his delay was 
to his own detriment, and that if he staid any 
longer there, he should have still more ene- 
mies upon him. 

8. That therefore he might fly the faster, 
he gave orders to cast away what might hinder 
his army’s march ; so they killed the mules 
and other creatures, excepting those that 
carried their darts and machines, which they 

man armies, with the images of their idols In their en- 
signs. ready to lay JcruisaJcm desolate.] ** stand where 
it ought not ;”or, *• in the holy place ;'*or, ** when they 
•iiould sec Jerusalem encompassed with armies.** they 
should then ** flee to the mountains." By complying 
with which those Jewish Christians fled to the moun- 
tains of Perea, and escaped this destruction. .See Lit. 
Ammipl. of Proph. page 6f), 70, Nor was there, per- 
haps, any one instance of a more unpolitic. but more 

I irovidentia) conduct than this retreat of Cestius, visi- 
ilc during this whole siege, of Jerusalem ; which yet 
was ptoviiientiall) such a ** great tribulation, as had 
not burn from the bi-ginning of the world to that time; 
iHi, nor ever should be.’— fnW, i)ag»» 70. 7L 


retained for their own use, and this principally 
because they were afraid lest the Jews should 
seize upon them. He then made his army 
march on as far as Bethoron. Now the Jews 
did not so much press upon them when they 
were in large open places ; but when they 
were penned up in their descent through nar- 
row passages, then did some of them get he- 
fore, and hindered them from getting out ot 
them; and others of them thrust the hinder- 
most down into the lower places ; and the 
whole multitude extended themselves over, 
against the neck of the passage, and covered 
the Roman army with their darts. In which 
circumstances, as the footmen knew not iiuw 
to defend themselves, so the danger pressed 
the horsemen still more, for they were so pelt, 
ed, that they could not march along the road 
in their ranks, and the ascents were so high, 
that the cavalry were not able to march against 
the enemy ; the precipices also, and val- 
leys into which they frequently fell, and tuin- 
bled down, were such on each side of them, 
that there was neither place for their fligld, 
nor any coutrivanee could be thought of 
for their defence ; till the distress they were 
at la.st in was so great, that they betook them- 
selves to lamentations, and to such mournful 
crie.s as men use in the utmost despair : the 
joyful acclamations of the Jews also, us they 
encouraged one another, echoed the sounds 
back again, these last composing a noise of those 
that at once rejoiced and were in a rage. In- 
deed these things were come to such a pass, 
that the Jews had almost taken Cestius’s en- 
tire army prisoners, had not the night come 
on, when the Romans fled to Bethoron, anil 
the Jews seized upon all the places round 
about them, and watched for their coming out 
[in tlip morning]. 

9. And then it was that Cestius, despairing 
of obtaining room for a public march, contriv- 
ed how lie might best run away ; and when 
he had selected four hundred of the most 
courageous of his soldiers, ho placed thi in at 
the strongest of their fortifications ; and gave 
order, that when they went up to the morn- 
iiig guard, they should erect their ensigns, iluit 
the Jews might be made to believe that the 
entire army was there still, while he himself 
took the rest of his forces with him, and 
marched, without any noise, thirty furlongs. 
But when tlic Jews perceived, in the morning, 
that the camp was empty, they ran upon 
those four hundred who had deluded them, 
and immediately threw their darts at tiiern, 
and slew them ; and then pursued after Ccs- 
tius. But he had already made use of a great 
part of the night in his flight, and still march- 
ed quicker when it was day ; insomuch, that 
the soldiers, through the astonishment and 
fear they were in, left behind them their en- 
gines for sieges, and for throwing of stones, 
and a great part of the instruments of Mar. 
So the Jews went on pursuing the Romans a 
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far as Aiitipatris ; after which, seeing they 
could not overtake them, they came back and 
took the engines, and spoiled the dead bodies ; 
and gathered the prey together which the Ro- 
mans had left behind them, and came back 
running and singing to their metropolis; 
while they had themselves lost a few only, 
hut had slain of the Romans dve thousand and 
three hundred footmen, and three hundred 
and eighty horsemen. This defeat happened 
on the eighth day of the month Dius I Mar- 
hesvan], in the twelfth year of the reign of 
Nero. 


CHAPTER XX. 

CliSTfUS SEND8 AMBASSADORS TO NFRO. THE 
PKOPI.E OF DAMASCUS SLAY THOSE JEWS 
THAT LIA'^ED WJTH THEM. THE PEOPLE OF 
JERUSALEM, AtTER ItHEY HAD LEFT OFF] 
PURSUING CESTIUS, RETURN TO THE CITY, 
AND GET THINGS READY FOR ITS DEFENCE, 
AND MAKE A GREAT MANY GENERALS FOR 
THEIR ARMIES, AND PARTICULARLY JOSE- 
PHUS, THE WRITER OF THESE BOOKS. SOME 
ACCOUNT OF HIS ADMINISTRATION. 

§ 1. After this calamity had befallen Cesti- 
us, many of the most eminent of the Jews 
swam away from the city, as from a ship when 
it was going to sink ; Costobarus, therefore, 
uiifi Saul, who were brethren, together with 
Philip, the son of Jacimus, who was the com- 
inander of king Agrippa's forces, ran away 
from the city, and went to Cestius. But then 
how Antipas, who had been besieged with 
them in the king*s palace, but would not fly 
away with them, was afterward slain by the 
seditious, we shall relate hereafter. However 
( I'&'tius sent Saul and his fricnas,at their own 
desire, to Achia, to Nero, to inform him of 
the g«i at distress they were in ; and to lay the 
blame of their kindling the war upon Florus, 
as hoping to alleviate his own danger, by pro 
Yoking his indignation against Florus. 

2. In the mean time, the people of Ha* 
mascus, when they were informed of the de- 
struction of Jie Homans, set about the slaugh- 
ter of those Jews that were among them ; and 
as they had them already cooped up together 
in the place of public exercises, which they had 
done, out of the suspicion they had of them, they 
thought they should meet with nodifflculty in 
the attempt; yet did they distrust their own 
wives, which w'ere almost all of them addict- 
ed to the Jewish religion ; on which account 
it was that their greatest concern was, how 
they might conceal these things from them ; 
so they came upon the Jews, and cut their 
throats, as being in a narrow place, in num- 
ber ten thousand, and all of them unarmed, 
and this in one hour’s time, without any body 
to disturb them. 

3. But as to tliose who had pursued after 


Cestius, when they were returned back to Je- 
rusalem, they overbore some of those that fa> 
mured the Romans by violence, and some 
they persuaded [by entreaties] to join w'itli 
them, and got together in great numbers in 
the temple, and appointed a great many gene- 
rals for the war. Joseph also, the son of 
Gorion,* and Ananus the high-priest, were 
chosen as governors of all affairs w’ithin the 
city, and with a particular charge to repair 
the walls of the city ; for they did not ordain 
Eieazar the son of Simon to that office, al- 
hoiigh he had gotten into his possession the 
prey they had taken from the Romans, and 
the money they had taken from Cestius, to- 
gether with a great part of the public treasures, 
because they saw he was of a tyrannical tem- 
per ; and that his followers were, in their be* 
haviour, like guards about him. However, 
the want they were in of Elcazar's money, 
and the subtile tricks used by him, brought 
all so about, that the people were circumvent- 
ed, and submitted themselves to his authority 
in all public affairs. 

4. They also chose other generals for Idu- 
mea ; Jesus the son of Sapphias, one of the 
high-priests ; and Elcazar the son of Ananias, 
the high-priest ; they also enjoined Niger, the 
then governor of Idumea, f who was of a fa- 
mily that belonged to Perea, beyond Jordan, 
and was thence called the Peraite, that he 
should be obedient to those forenamed com- 
manders. Nor did they neglect the care of 
other parts ot the country ; but Joseph the son 
of Simon was sent as general to Jericho, as 
was Manasseh to Perea, and John, the Essene, 
to the toparchy of Thamina ; Lyclda was also 
added to his portion, and Joppa and Emmaus 
But John, the son of Matthias, was made 
the governor of the toparchies of Gophnitica 
and Acrabastene ; as w'as Josephus, the sen 
of Matthias, of both the Galileos. Gamala 
also, which was the strongest city in those 
parts, was put under his command. 

5. So every one of the other commanders 
administered the affairs of his portion with 
that alacrity and prudence they were masters 
of ; but as to Josephus, when he came into 
Galilee, his first care was to gain the good- 
will of the people of that country, as sensible 
that he should thereby have in general good 
success, although he should fail in other 
points. And being conscious to himself that 
if he communicated part of his power to the 

* From this name of Joseph the son of rtririoii, or 
Gorion (he son of Joseph, as (b. iv, chap, iii, hcct 9.} 
one of the governors of Jerusalem, who was slain at the 
beginning of the tumults by the zealots (b. iv, chap, vi, 
sect. 1), the much later Jewish author of an history ot 
that nation takes his title, and yet personates our true 
Josephus, the son of Matthias ; but the cheat is too gross 
to be put upon the learned world. 

f We may observe here, that the Idumeans, as hav* 
ing been proselytes of Justice since the days of John 
Hyreanus, during about 195 years, were now esteemed 
as part of the Jewish nation, and here provided with a 
Jewish commander accordingly. See the note ui^mi 
A ntiq. b xiii. chap, ix, sect. I. 
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ha fthowld imdLa them hia fast 
iriaB^s ; ABd that he should gain the same 
favpuf from Ihe multitudei if be executed his 
commands by persons of their own country, 
and with whom they were well acquainted ; 
he chose out seventy* of the most prudent 
men, and those elders in age, and appointed 
them to be rulers of all Galilee, as he chose 
seven judges; in every city to hear the lesser 
quarrels; for as to the greater causes, and 
those wherein life end death were concerned, 
he enjoined they should be brought to him 
and the seventy elders. 

6. Josephus also, when he bad settled these 
rules for determining causes by the law, with 
regard to the people*s dealings one with ano- ' 
tier, betook himself to make provisions for 
their safety against external violence ; and as 
hs knew the Romans would fall upon GalU 
lee, be built w'alls in proper places about Jota- 
pata, and Bersabee, and Salamis ; and besides 
these about Caphareccho, and Japha, and Sigo, 
and what they call Mount Tabor, and Tari- ■ 
che«, and Tiberias. Moreover, he built walls 
about tlie caves near the lake of Gennessar, 
which places lay in the Lower Galilee; the 
same as lie did to the places of Upper Galilee, 
as well as to the rock called the Rock of the 
Achabari, and to Seph, and Jamnith, and 
Meroth; and in Gaulanitis liefortiBed Seleu> 
cia, and Sogatie, and Gamala ; but as to those 
of Su'pphoris, they were the only people to 
whom he gave leave to build tbeir own walls, 
and this, because he perceived they were rich 
and wealthy, and ready to go to war, without 
standing in need of any injunctions for that 
purpose. The case was the same with Gisch- 
ala, which had a wall built about it by John 
the son cf Levi himself, but with the consent 
of josephur ; but for the building of the rest 
of the fortresses, he laboured together with 
all the other builders, and was present to 
give all the necessary orders for that purpose. 

* We sec here, and in Josephus’s account of his own 
life, sect. 14, how exactly nc imitated his legislator 
Moses, or perhap only obeyed what he took to be his 
perpetual law, in appointing seven lesser judges, for 
sm^Ier causes, in particular cities, and perhaps for the 
first hearing of greater causes, with tJie liberty erf an ap- 
peal to seventy-one supreme judges, especially in those 
causes where fife and death is eoncenied ; as Antiq. b. 
IV, ch. viii, sect. 14 ; and of his Life, sect. I t. {»ce also 
Of the W'ar, b. iv, ch. v, sect. 4. Moreover, we find 

S ect. 7) that he imitated Moses, as well as the Romans, 
the number and distribution of the subaltern officers 
of his army, as Exod. xviii, 25 ; Dent ii, 15 ; and hi his 
charge against the offences common among soldiers, as 
Deut. xxiii, 9 1 in all which ho showed his great wis- 
dom and piety, and skilful conduct in martial aflkirs. 
Vet may we (liscern in his very high character of Ana- 
nus the nlgh-priest, b iv, ch. v, sect 2, who seems to 
have been thu same that condemned St Jamesi Ihshop 
of Jerusalem to be stoned, under Albinus the procura- 
tor, that when he wrote these books of the War, he was 
not so much as an Kbionite Christian ; otherwise he 
would not have failed, according to his usual custom, to 
have reckoned this his b.irtaarous murder as a just pu- 
nishment upon him for that his cruelty to the chief, or 
rather only Christian bishop of the circumcision. Nor, 
had he then a Christian, could he immediately 
luKve.i|^«n so movingly of the causes of the destruo- 
tuA ^i^salein, without ond word of either the con- 
timnnation of James, or crucifixion of Christ, as he did 
when be was become a Christian afterward. 


He also 'got together an army out of Galilee, 
of more than a hundred thousand young men, 
ail of whom he armed with the old weapons 
which be had collected together and prcjiared 
for them. 

7. And when be had considered that (he 
Roman [lower became invincible, chiefly by 
tbeir readiness in obeying orders, and the 
constant exercise of their arms, he despaired 
of teaching these his men the use of their 
arms, which was to be obtained by experience; 
but observing that their readiness in obeying 
orders was owing to the multitude of Jheii 
officers, he made his partitions in his army 
more after the Roman manner, and appointed 
a great many subalterns. He also distributed 
the soldiers into various classes, whom he put 
under captains of tens, and captains of hun- 
dreds, and then under captains of thousands ; 
and besides tliese he had commanders of 
larger bodies of men. Ho also taught them 
to give the signals one to another, and to call 
and recall the soldiers by the trumpets, how 
to expand the wings of an army, and make 
them wheel about ; and when one wing hath 
had success, to turn again and assist those 
that were hard set, and to join in the defence 
of what had most suffered. He also conti- 
nually instructed them in what concerned the 
courage of the soul and the hardiness of the 
body ; and, above all, he exercised them for 
war, by declaring to them distinctly the good 
order of the Romans, and tliat they were to 
fight with men who, both by the strengtli of 
their bodies and courage of their souls, had 
conquered in a manner the whole habitable 
earth. He told them that ho should make 
trial of the good order they would observe in 
war, even before it came to any battle, in car.e 
they would abstain from the crimes they used 
to indulge themselves in, such as theft, and 
robbery, and rapine, and from defrauding 
their own countrymen, and never to esteem 
the harm done to those that were so near of 
kin to them to be any advantage to them- 
selves ; for that wars are then managed the 
best when the warriors preserve a good con- 
science ; but that such as are ill men in pri- 
vate life, will not only have those for enemies 
which attack them, but God himself also for 
their antagonist. 

8. And thus did he continue to admonisli 
tliem. Now he chose for the war such an 
army as was sufficient, i. e, sixty thousand 
footmen, and two hundred and fifty horse- 
men ; t and besides these, on which he put 
the greatest trust, there were about four thou 
sand five hundred mercenaries : he had also 
six hundred men as guards of his body. Now 
the cities easily maintained the rest of his 

1 1 should think that an army of sixty thousand foo^ 
men should require many more than two hundred am 
fifty horsemen ; and we find Josephus had more horse- 
men under his command than two hundred and fifty ii« 
his future history. I suppose the nunioer of the thou 
sands is dropped in our pres&it copies. 
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artnfr excepting the mercenaries ; for every 
one of the cities enumerated before sent out 
:half their men to their armyi end retained the 
other half at home, in order to get provisions 
' for them : insomuch that the one part went to 
the war. and the other part to Uieir work ; 
and so those that sent out their corn were 
paid for it by those that were in arms, by that 
security which they enjoyed from them. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

CONCERNING JOHN OF GISCHALA. JOSEPHUS 

USES STRATAGEMS AGAINST THE PLOTS JOHN 

LAID AGAINST HIM, AND RECOVERS CERTAIN 

CITIES WHICH HAD REVOLTED FROM HIM. 

§ 1. Now, as Josephus was thus engaged in 
the administration of the affairs of Galilee, 
tiie^ arose a treacherous person, a man of 
Gischala, the son of Levi, whose name was 
John. His character was that of a very cun- 
ning, and very knavish person, beyond the 
ordinary rale of the otlier men of eminence 
there; and for wicked practices he had not 
his fellow anywhere. Poor he was at first, 
and for a long time his wants were a liin- 
derancp to him in his wicked designs. He 
was a ready liar, and yet very sharp in gain- 
ing credit to his fictions: he thought it a 
point of virtue to delude people, and would 
delude even such as were the dearest to him. 
He was a hypocritical pretender to humani- 
ty, but, where be had hopes of gain, he spar- 
ed not the shedding of blood : his desires 
were ever carried to great things, and he en- 
couraged his hopes from those mean wicked 
tricks which he was the author of. He had 
a peculiar knack at thieving ; but in some 
time he got certain companions in his impu- 
dciii practices ; at first tliey were but few, 
but as be proceeded on in his evil course, they 
became still more ami more numerous. He 
took care that none of his partners should be 
easily caught in their rogueries, but chose 
such out of the rest as had the strongest con- 
stitutions of body, and the greatest courage 
of soul, together with great skill in martial 
affairs ; so he got together a band of four 
hundred men, who came principally out of 
the country of Ty*'c» were vagabonds that 
had run away irom its villages ; and by the 
means of these be laid waste all Galilee, and 
irritated a considerable number, who were in 
great expectation of a war then suddenly to 
arise among them. 

2. However, John*8 want of money had 
hitherto restrained him in his ambition after 
command, and in his attempts to advance 
himself ; but when he saw that Josephus was 
highly pleased with the activity of bis temper, 
he persuaded him, in tlie first place, to intrust 
him with the repairing of the walls of his na- 


tive city [Gischala] ; in which work he got a 
great deal of money from the rich citizens* 
He after that contrived a very shrewd trick, 
and pretending that the Jews who dwelt in 
Syria were obliged to make use of oil that 
was made by others than those of their own 
nation, he desired leave of Josephus to send 
oil to their borders ; so he bought four am- 
pboree with such Tyrian money as was of the 
value of four Attic drachmae, and sold every 
half-amphora at tiie same price ; and as Ga- 
lilee was very fruitful in oil, and was pecu- 
liarly so at that time, by sending away great 
quantities, and having the sole privilege so to 
do, he gathered an immense sum of money 
together, which money he immediately used 
to the disadvantage of him who gave him that 
privilege; and, as he supposed, that if he 
could once overthrow Josephus, he fthould 
himself obtain the government of Galilee; so 
he gave order to the robbers that were under 
his command, to be more zealous in their 
thievish expeditions, that by the rise of many 
that desired innovations in the country, he 
might either catch their general in his snares, 
as he came to the country’s assistance, and 
then kill him ; or if he should overlook the 
robbers, he might accuse him for his negli- 
gence to the people of the country. He also 
spread abroad a report far and near, that 
Josephus was delivering up the adminis- 
tration of affairs to the Homans ; — and many 
such plots did he lay, in order to ruin him. 

S. Now at the same time that certain young 
men of the village Dabaritta, who kept guard 
in the Great Plain, laid snares for Ptolemy, 
who w'as Agrippa’s and Bernice’s steward, 
and took from him all that he had with him ; 
among which things there w'crc a great many 
costly garments, and no small number of sil- 
ver cui)s, and six hundred pieces of gold ; yet 
were they not able to conceal what Hiey had 
stolen, but brought it all to Josephus, to Ta- 
richese. Hereupon he blamed them for the 
violence they had offered to the king and 
queen, and deposited what they brought to 
him with Enens, the most potent man of Ta- 
richece, with an intention of sending the things 
back to the owners at a proper time; which 
act of Josephus brought him into the greatest 
danger; for tliose that had stolen the things> 
had an indignation at him, both because they 
gained no share of it for themselves, and be- 
cause tliey perceived beforehand what was Jo- 
sephus’s intention, and that he would freely 
deliver up what had cost them so much 
pains to the king and queen. These ran 
away by night to their several villages, and 
declared to all men that Josephus was going 
to betray them ; they also raised great disor- 
ders in all the neighbouring cities, insomuch 
that in the morning a hundred thousand arm- 
ed men came running together; which mul- 
titude was crowded together in the hippo- 
drome at Taricheap, and -»ade a vc»'y peevish 
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clamour against him ; while some cried out, ' 
that they should depose the traitor; and o- 
tilers, that they should burn him. Now John 
irritated a great many, as did also one Jesus, 
the son of Sapphias, who was then governor 
of Tiberias. Then it was that Josephuses 
^friends, and the guards of his body, were so 
afiWghted at this violent assault of the mul- 
titude, that they all fled away but four; and 
tfs be was asleep, they awaked him, as the 
(}eople were going to set fire to the house; 
and although those four that remained with 
him persuaded him to run away, he was nei- 
ther surprised at his being himself deserted, 
nor at the great multitude that came against 
him, but leaped out to them with his clothes 
rent, and ashes sprinkled on his head, with 
his hands behind him, and his sword hanging 
at his neck. At this sight his friends, espe- 
daily those of Taricheas, commiserated his 
condition ; but those tliat came out of the 
country, and those in their neighbourhood, 
to whom his government seemed burdensome, 
reproached him, and bade him produce the 
money which belonged to them all immedi- 
ately, and to confess the agreement he had 
made to betray them ; for they imagined, from 
the habit in which he appeared, that he could 
deny nothing of what they suspected concern- 
ing him, and that it w'as in order to obtain 
pardon, that he had put himself entirely into 
so pitiable a posture ; but this humble appear- 
ance was only designed as preparatory to a 
stratagem of his, who thereby contrived to 
set those that were so angry at him at vari- 
ance one with another about the things they 
were angry at. However, he promised he 
would confess all : hereupon he was permit- 
ted to speak, when he said, ** I did neither 
intend to send this money back to Agrippa, 
nor to gain it myself ; for I did never esteem 
one thal w'as your enemy to be my friend, nor 
did 1 look upon what would tend to your 
disadvantage, to be my advantage. But, O 
you people of Tai iclico', I saw thal your city 
stood in more need than others of fortiheation 
for your security, and that it wanted money, 
in order for the building it a wall. 1 was 
also afraid lest the people of Tiberias and o- 
ther cities should lay a plot to seize upon 
these spoils, and therefore it was that I in- 
tended to retain (his money privately, that 
1 might encompass you with a wall. But if 
this does not please you, I will produce what 
was brought me, and leave it to you to plun- 
der it : but if 1 have conducted myself so 
well as to please you, you u.ay, if you please, 
punisn your benefactor,*’ 

4. Hereupon the people of Taricheo* loudly 
commended him ; but those of Tiberias, with 
the rest of the company, gave liim hard names, 
and threatened what tliey would do to him ; 
so botJi sides left ofl'quarrelling with Josephus, | 
and fell to quarrelling with one another. So ' 
M grew bold upon the dependence be had on 


his friends, which were the people of Tarichea?, 
and about forty thousand in number, and 
spake more freely to the wdiole multitude, and 
reproached them greatly for their rashness ; 
and told them, that with this money he would 
build walls about Tarichea?, and would put 
the other cities in a state of security also ; for 
that they should not want money, if they would 
but agree for whose benefit it was to be pro- 
cured, and would not suffer themselves to be 
irritated against him who had procured it for 
them. 

5. Hereupon the rest of the multitude that 
had been deluded retired ; but yet so tliat they 
went away angry, and two thousand of theni 
made an assault upon him in their armour 
and as he was already gone to his own house, 
they stood without and tlircatened him. On 
which occasion Josephus again used a sccoiu) 
stratagem to escape them ; for he got upon 
the top of the house, and with his right ^nd 
desired them to he silent, and said to tnein, 
“ I cannot tell what you would have, nor can 
hear what you say, for the confused noise you 
make:** but he said he would comply with all 

j their demands, in case they would but send 
some of their number in to him that might 
talk with him about it. And when the prin- 
cipal of them, with their leaders, heard this, 
they came into the house. Heathen drew 
them to the most retired part of the house, and 
shut the door of that hall where he put them, 
and then had them whipped till ever}* one of 
their inward parts appeared naked. In the 
mean time the multitude stood round the 
house, and supposed that he had a long dis- 
course with those that were gone in, abou* 
what they claimed of him. He had then the 
doors set open immediately, and sent the nun 
out all bloody, which so terribly affrighted 
those tliat had before threatened him, that they 
threw away their arms and ran away. 

6. But as for John, his envy grew grealct 
[upon tills escape of Josephus], and iie framed 
a new' plot against him ; lie pretended to ht 
sick, and by a letter desired that Josephus 
would give fiim leave to use the hot baths 
that were at Tibe'.ias, for the recovery of his 
health. Hereupon Josephus, who hitherto 
suspected nothing of John’s plots against him, 
wrote to the governors of the city, that they 
would provide a lodging and necessaries for 
John ; which favours, when be had made use 
of, in two days* time he did what he came 
about; some he corrupted with delusive frauds, 
and others with money, and so persuaded them 
to revolt from Josephus. This Silas, wlio was 
appointed guardian of tlie city by Josephus, 
wrote to him immediately, and informed him 
of the plot against him ; which epistle, when 
Josephus had received, he marched witli great 
diligence all night, and came early in the morn- 
ing to Tiberias ; at which time the rest of the 
multitude met him. But John, who suspected 
that his coming was not for his advantage, sent 
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however one of his friends, and pretended that less they prevented him. This accusation the 
be was sick, and that being confined to his bed people were aware of beforehand, but had no 
he could not come to pay him his respects. But regard to it. However, some of the gran * 
as soon as Josephus had got the people of Ti- dees, out of envy, and sonje of the rulers al- 
berias together in the stadium, and tried to dis> so, sent money to John privately, that he 

course with them about the letters that he had might be able to get together mercenary 

received, Johnprivaiely sent some armed men, soldiers, in order to fight Josephus; they aU 

and gave them orders to slay him. But when so made a decree of themselves, and this for 

the people sawthatthearined men wereahouttoj recalling him from his government, yet did 
draw their swords, they cried out;— at which they not thitjlc that decree sufficient ; so they 
cry Josephus turned himself about, and when sent withal two thousand five hundred armed 
he saw that the swords were just at his throat, men, and four persons of the highest rank 
he inarched away in great haste to the sea- amongst them ; Joazar the son of Noniicns, 
shore, and left off that speech which he was go- and Ananias tlie son of Sadduk ; as also 
ing to make to the people, upon an elevation of Simon and Judas, the suns of Jonathan (all 
six cubits high. He then seized on a ship very able men in speaking), that these persons 
which lay in the haven, and leaped into it, with I might withdraw the good-will of the people 
two of his guards, and fled away into the | from Josephus. These had it in charge, that if 
midst of the lake. he would voluntarily come aw'ay, they should 

7. But now the soldiers he had with him permit him to i^eonie and] give an account of his 
took up their arms immediately, and inarched conduct ; but if he obstinately insisted upon 
against the plotters , but Josephus was afraid continuing in his government, they should treat 
lest a civil war should be raised by the envy him as an enemy. Now, Josephus's friends 
of a few men, and bring the city to ruin ; so had sent him word that an army was coming 
he sent some of his party to tell tliem that they against him, hut they gave him no notice be- 
should do no more than provide for their own forehand what the reason of their coming was, 
safety ; that they sliould not kill any body, that being only known among some secret 
nor accuse any for the occasion they liad af- councils of his enemies ; and by this means 
forded [of a disorder]. Accordingly these it was that four cities revolted from him im- 
nien obeyed his orders, and were quiet ; but mediately, Sepphoris, and Gatnala, and Gis- 
the people of the neighbouring country, when jcliala, and Tiberias. Yet did he recover these 
they were informed of this plot, and of the | cities without war ; and when lie had routed 
plotter, got together in great multitudes to | those four commanders by stratagems, and 
oppose John. But he prevented their at- bad taken the most potent of their warriors, 
tempt, and fled away to Gischala, his native he sent them to Jerusalem ; and the people 
ciiy, while the Galileans came running out of [of Galilee] had great indignation at them, 
their several cities to Josephus ; and as they' and were in a zealous disposition to slay, not 
were now become many ten thousands of only these forces, but those that sent them 
armed men, they cried out, that they were also, had not these forces prevented it by ruu- 
coine against John the common plotter against ning away. 

their interest, and would at the same time 8. Now John was detained afterward within 
burn him, and that city whicii had received the walls of Gischala, by the fear he was in 
h 11 .. liereupun Josephus told them that he of Josephus; but within a few days Tiberias 
took their good-will to him kindly, but still revolted again, the people within it inviting 
In* restrained their fury, and intended to sub- king Agrippa [to return to the exercise or 
due his cMiemies by prudent conduct, rather his authority there] ; and when he did not 
than by slaying them ; so he excepted those come at the time appointed, and when a few 
of every city which had joined in this revolt Roman horsemen appeared that day, they cx- 
with Jolin^ by name, who had readily been pelled Josephus out of the city Now, this 
shown him l)y those that came from every revolt of their* was presently known at Tari- 
city, and caused public proclamation to be cheae; and as Josephus had sent out all tlie 
made, that he would seize upon the effects of soldiers that were witli Jiiin to gatlier corn, he 
those (hat did not forsake John within five knew not how either to march out alone against 
days' time, and would bum both their houses the revolters, or to stay where he was, because 
and their fundl’cs with fire. Whereupon three he was afraid the king's soldiers might prevent 
ttiousand of John's party left him immediate- him if he tarried, and might get into the city ; 
ly, who came to Josi phus, and threw their for he did not intend to do any thing on the 
arms down at his feev. John then betook next day, because it was the Sabbath day, and 
himself, together with liis two thousand Sy- would hinder his proceeding. So he con- 
rian runagates, from open attempts, to more trived to circumvent the revoltors by a strata- 
secret ways of treachery. Accordingly he ' gem ; and in the first place, he ordered the 
privately sent messengers to Jerusalem, to ^ gates of Tarichece to be shut, that nobody 
accuse Josephus, as having too great power, . might go out and inform [those of Tiberias], 
and to let them know that he would soon ^ for whom it was intended, what stratagem he 
tome as a tyrant to their metropolis, uii- .was about t. he then got together all the ships 
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that wfr« upon the lake, which, were found 
to be two hundred ^and thirty, and iti each of 
tbctn he put no more than four mariners. So 
he sailed to Tiberias with haste, and kept at 
such a distance from the city, that it was 
not easy for the people to see the vessels, and 
ordered that the empty vessels should float up 
and dawn there, while himself, who had but 
seven of his guards with him, and those un* 
armed also, went so near as to be seen ; but 
when his adversaries, who were still reproach^ 
ing him, saw him from the walls, they were 
so astonished that they supposed all the ships 
were full of armed men, and threw down tlieir 
arms, and by signals of intercession they be- 
sought him to spare the city. 

9. Upon this, Josephus threatened them 
terribly, and reproached them, that when they 
were the first that took up arms against the 
Romans, they should spend their force be- 
forehand in civil dissensions, and do what 
their enemies desired above all things; and 
that besides, they should endeavour so hastily 
to seize upon him, who took care of their 
safety, and had not been ashamed to shut the 
gates of their city against him that built their 
walls ; that, however, he would admit of any 
intercessors from them that might make some 
excuse for them, and with whom he would 
make such agreements as might be for the 
city’s security. Hereupon ten of the most 
potent men of Tiberias came down to him pre- 
sently, and when he had taken them into one 
of his vessels, he ordered them to be carried 
a great way off from the city. He then com- 
manded that fifty others of their senate, such 
as were men of the greatest eminence, should 
come to him, that they also might give him 
some security on their behalf. After which, 
under one new pretence or another, he called 
forth others, one after another, to make the 
leagues between them. He then gave order 
to the masters of those vessels which he had 
thus 61led, to sail away immediately for Ta- 
riches, and to conhne those men in the prison 
there ; till at length he took all their senate, 
consisting of six hundred persons, and about 
two thousand of the populace, and carried 
them away to Tariches. 

10. And when the rest of the people cried 
out, that it was one Clitus that was the chief 
author of this revolt, they desired him to 
spend his anger upon him [only] ; but Jo- 
sephus, whose intention it was to slay nobody, 
commanded one Levius, belonging to his 
guards, to go out of the vessel, in order to 
rut off both Clitus’s hands ; yet was Levius 
afraid to go out by himself alone, to such a 
large body of enemies, and refused to go. 
JSow Clitus saw that Josephus was in a great 
passion in the ship, and ready ito leap out of 
it, in order to execute the punifthtnent him- 
self; be begged therefd^ from the shore, 
that he Would leave him one of his hands, 
which Jose^us agreed to, iipaii condition 


that he would himself cut off the other hand ; 
accordingly be drew hts sword, and wHb hit 
right hand cut off his leflt,«-so great was the 
fear he was in of Josephus himself. And 
t!)us he took the people of Tiberias prisoners, 
and recovered the city again with empty 
ships * and seven of bis guard. Moreover, 
a few days afterward he retook Oiscbala, 
which had revolted with the people of Sep. 
phoris, and gave his soldiers leave to plunder 
it ; yet did he get all the plunder together 
and restored it to the inhabitants; and the 
like he did to the inhabitants of Seppboris and 
Tiberias: for when he had subdued those 
cities, he had a mind, by letting them be 
plundered, to give them some good instruc- 
tion, while at the same time be regained theit 
good-will by restoring them their monej 
again. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

TKX JEWS MAKE ALL EEADY FOR THE WAR 
AND SIMON, THE SON OF GIORAS, FALLS TO 
PLUNDERING. 

§ 1. And thus were the disturbances of Ga- 
lilee quieted, when, upon their ceasing to pro- 
secute their civil dissensions, they betook 
themselves to make preparations for the war 
with the Romans. Now in Jerusalem the 
bigh-pricst A nanus, and as many of the men 
of power as were not in the interest of the 
Romans, both repaired the walls, and made a 
great many warlike instruments, insomuch 
that, in all parts of the city, darts and all sorts 
of armour were upon the anvil. Although 
the multitude of the young men w'ere engaged 
in exercises, without any regularity, and ail 
places were full of tumultuous doings; yet 
the moderate sort were exceedingly sad ; and 
n great many there n ere who, out of the pros- 
pect they had of the calamities that were 
coming upon them, made great lamentations. 
There were also such omens observed as were 
understood to be forerunners of evils, by such 
as loved peace, but were by those that kin- 
dled the war interpreted so as to suit their 
own inclinations ; and the very state of the 
city, even before the Romans came against it, 
was that of a place doomed to destruction. 
However, Ananus’s concern was this, to lay 
aside, for a while, the preparations for the 
war, and to persuade the seditious to consul* 
their own interest, and to restrain the madness 
of those that had the name of zealots : but 
their violence was too hard for him ; and what 
end he came to we shall relate hereafter. 

2. But as for the Acrabbene toparrhy, St- 

V I cannot but think this stratagem of Jotepbu^ 
./hich is related both here and in his Life, sect. 3S, 33, 
to be one of the finest that ever was invented and exaeut- 
ed by any warrior whatsoever* 
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mon, the son of Gioras, got A great number of phindered the country of Idumea with them, 
^ose that were fond of innovations together, ; till both Ananus and his other adversaries 
and betook himself to ravage the country ; were slain ; and until the rulers of that coun- 
nor did he only harass the rich men's houses, try were so afflicted with the multitude of 
but tormented their bodies, and appeared those that were slain, and with the continual 
openly and beforehand to affect tyranny in ravage of what they had, that they raised an 
his government. And when an army was army, and put garrisons into the villages, to 
sent against him by Ananus, and the other secure them from those insults. And in this 
rulers, he and his band retired to the robbers state were the affairs of Judea at that time, 
that were at Masada, and staid there, and 
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CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ABOUT ONB YEAR. 

FROM VESPASIAN’S COMING TO SUBDUE THE JEWS TO THE 
TAKING OF GAMALA. 


CHAPTER L 

VESPASIAN IS SENT INTO SYRIA BY NERO, TO 
MAKE WAR WITH THE JEWS. 

§ 1. When Nero was informed of the Ro 
mans* ill success in Judea, a concealed con- 
sternation and terror, as is usual in such 
cases, fell upon him; although he openly 
looked very big, and was very angry, and 
said, that what had happened was rather ow- 
ing to tile negligence of the commander than 
to any valour of the enemy : and as be thought 
it fit for him who bare the burden of the 
whole empire, to despise such misfortunes, be 
now pretended so to do, and to have a soul 
superior to all such sad accidents whatsoever. 
Yet did the disturbance that was in his soul 
plainly ap^iear by the solicitude he was in 
[how to recover his affairs again]. 

2. And as he was deliberating to whom he 
should commit the care of the east, now it 
was in so great a commotion, and who might 
be best able to* puni^ih the .Tews for their re- 
bellion, and might prevent the same distem- 
per from seizing upon the neighbouring na. 
tions also, ho found no one but Vespasian 
equal to the task, an<l able to undergo the 
great burden of so mighty a war, seeing be 
was growing an old man already in the camp, 
and from his youth had been exercised in 
warlike exploits : he vras also a man that had 
long ago pacified the west, and made it sub- 
ject to the Romans, when it had been put in- 
to disorder by the Germans : he had also re* 


covered to them Britain by his arms, which 
had been little known before ; • whereby he 
procured to bis father Claudius to have a 
triumph bestowed on him without any sweat 
or labour of his own. 

3. So Nero esteemed these circumstances 
as favourable omens, and saw that Vespasian's 
age gave him sure experience, and great skill, 
and that he had his sons as hostages for his 
fidelity to himself, and that the fiourishing 
age they were iii would make them fit iostru- 
ments under their father’s prudence. Per- 
haps also there was some interposition of Pro- 
vidence, which was paving the way for Ves- 
pasian’s being himself emperor afterwards. 
Upon the whole, he sent this man to take up- 
on him the command of the armies that were 
in Syria ; but this not without great encomi- 
ums and flatteriiig cumpellations, such as ne- 
cessity required, and such as might mollify 
him into complaisance. So Vespasian sent 
bis son Titus from Achaia, where he had been 
with Nero, to Alexandria, to bring back with 
him from thence the fifth and tenth legions, 
while he himself, when he had passed over 
tlie Plellespont, came by land into Syria, 

* Take the conflrmatioif’lof tliig in the words of Sue- 
tonius, here produced by Dr. Hudson :— *« In the reign 
of Claudius, says he, " Vespa^an, for the sake of Nar- 
cissus, was sent as a lieutenant of a legion into Ger- 
many. Thence he removed into Britain, and fou^t 
thirty balHes with the enemy.§ ** In Vesp. sect. 4. We 
may also hero note from Josephus, that Claudius the 
emperor, who triumphed for the conquest of Britain, 
was enabled so to do by Ve8pasian*s conduct and brav- 
ery, and that he is here styled ** the Father of Vespa 
Sian.** 
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where he gathered togetlier the Roman farceil^ 1 the horsemen, and were dispersed all the plain 
wtb a consideralllj^ number of auxiliariesioTer, which plain was wide, and all fit for the 
from the kings in that neighbourhood, fborsemen ; which circumstance was very com^ 

modious for tho Romanss, and occasioned the 


CHAPTER IL 

A GliEAT SLAUGHTER OF THE JEWS ABOtTT 

ASCAI.ON. VESPASIAN GOMES TO PTOLE* 

MATS. 

g . Now the Jews, after they had beaten 
Cestius, were so much elevated with tlieir un* 
expected success, that they could not govern 
their zeal, but, like people blown up into a 
flame by tlieir good fortune, carried the war 
to remoter places. Accordingly, they pre- 
sently got together a great multitude of all 
their most hardy soldiers, and marched away 
for Ascalon. This is an ancient city that is 
distant from Jeiusalem five hundred and 
twenty Turlongs, and was always an enemy 
to the Jews ; on which account they deter- 
mined to make their first effort against it, and 
to make their approaches to it as near as pos- 
sible. This excursion was led on by three 
men, who were tlie chief of them all, both for 
strength and sagacity : Niger, called the Pe- 
raite, Silas of Babylon, and besides them, 
John the Essene. Now Ascalon was strong- 
ly walled about, but had almost no assistance 
to be relied on [near them], for the garrison 
consisted of one cohort of footmen, and one 
troop of horsemen, whose captain was Anto- 
nins. 

2. These Jews, therefore, out of their an- 
ger, marched faster than ordinary, and, as if 
they had come but a little way, approached 
very near the city, and were come even to 
it ; but Antonins, who was not unapprised of 
the attack they were ng to make upon the 
city, drew' out his hursemen beforehand, and 
being neither daunted at the multitude nor 
at the courage of the enemy, received their 
first attacks w'ith great bravery ; and when 
they crowded to the very walls, he beat them 
oflp. Now the Jew's were unskilful in w’ar, 
but were to fight with those who were skilful 
therein ; they were footmen to fight with 
horsemen ; they were in disorder, to fight 
thohC tliat were united together; they were 
poorly armed, to fight those tliat were com- 
pletely so ; they were to fight more by their 
rage than by sober counsel, and were expos- 
ed to soldiers tliat were exactly obedient, and 
did every thing they were bidden upon the 
least intimation. So they w'ere easily beaten ; 
for as soon as ever their first ranks were once 
in disorder, they were put to flight by the e- 
nemy*s cavalry, and tiiose of them that came 
behind auch as crowded to the wall, fell upon 
their party's w'eapojis, and became "^one 
another^. Ij^miea; and this so long till they 
to give way to the attacks of 


slaughter of the greatest number of the Jews ; 
for such as ran away, they could overrun 
them, and make them turn t)aok; and when 
they had brought them back after their flight, 
and driven them together, they ran them 
tiirough, and slew a vast number of them, in- 
somuch that others encompassed others of 
them, and drove them before them whitherso- 
ever they turned themselves, and slew them 
easily with their arrows; and the great num- 
ber there were of the Jews seemed a solitude 
to themselves, by reason of the distress they 
W'ere in, while the Romans hod such good 
success with their small number, that they 
seemed to themselves totbc thegreater multi- 
tude ; and as the former strove zealously un 
der their misfortunes, out of the shame of a 
sudden flight, and hopes of the change in 
their success, so did the latter feel no weari- 
ness by reason of their good fortune ; inso- 
much that the fight lasted till the evening, till 
ten thousand men of the Jews* side lay dead, 
with two of their generals, John and Silas 
and the greater part of the remainder were 
wounded, with Niger, their remaining gene- 
ral, who fled away together to a small city o 
Idumea, called Sallis. Some few also of tlm 
Romans w-ere wounded in this battle. 

3. Yet were not the spirits of the Jews 
broken by so great a calamity, but the losses 
they had sustained rather quickened their re- 
solution for other attempts; for, overlooking 
the dead bodies which lay under their feet, 
they were enticed by their former glorious ac- 
tions to venture on a second destruction ; so 
when they had lain still so little a while that 
their wounds were not yet thoroughly cured, 
they got together all their forces, and came 
with greater fury, and in much greater nunv 
bers, to Ascalon j but their former ill fortune 
followed them, As the consequence of their 
unski Ifulncss, and other deficiencies in war; 
fiif Antonius laid ambushes for them in the 
passages they were to go through, where they 
fell into snares unexpectedly, and where they 
were encompassed about w'ith horsemen before 
they could form themselves into a regular 
body for fighting, and were above eight tiiuu- 
sand of them slain : so all th|^ rest of them 
ran away, and with them Niger, who still did 
a great many bold exploits in his flight. How- 
ever, th.ey were driven along together by the 
enemy, who pressed hard upon tliem, into a 
certain strong tower belonging to a village 
called fiezedel. However, Antonius and his 
|'A»'ty, that they might neither spend any con- 
siderable time about this tower, which was 
hard to be taken, nor sufTcr their commander, 
and the most courageous man of them all, to 
escape from them, they set the wall on fire ; 
and as the tower was burning, the Romims 
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wt'Ut Hway rejoicing, as taking it for granted 1 
(liat Niger was destroyed ; but he leaped out [ 
of tlie tower into a subterraneous cave, in the 
innermost part of it, and was preserved ; anc^ 
on tbe third day afterward he spake out of the 
ground to those that with great lamentations 
were searching for him, in order to give him 
a decent funeral; and when he was come 
out, he filled all the Jews with an unexpected 
joy, as though he were preserved by God*s 
providence to he their commander for the 
time to Sbine. 

4. An^d now Vespasian took along with him 
his army from Antioch (which is the metro- 
polis of Syria, and, without dispute, deserves 
the place of the third city in the habitable 
earth that was under the Roman empire, 
both in magnitude and other marks of pros 
perity) where he found king Agrippa, with 
all his forces. Waiting for his coming, and 
marched to Ptolemais. At this city also the 
inhabitants of Sepphoris of Galilee met him, 
who were for peace with the Romans. These 
citizens had ' beforehand taken care of their 
own safety, and being sensible of the power of 
the Romans, they had been with Cestius Gal- 
lus before Vespasian came, and had given 
their faith to him, and received the security 
of his right hand ; and had received a Roman 
garrison ; and at this time withal they receiv- 
ed Vespasian, the Roman general, very kindly, 
and readily promised that they would assist 
him against their own countrymen. Now 
the general delivered them, at their desire, as 
many horsemen and footmen as he thought 
sufiiciont to oppose the incursions of the Jews, 
if they should happen to come against them; 
— and indeed the danger of losing Sepphoris 
would be no small one, in this war that was 
now beginning, seeing it w'as the largest city 
of Galilee, and built in a place by nature 
very strong, and might be a security of the 
whole nation’s [fidelity to the Romans]. 


CHAPTER III. 

A DKSClin*riv)N UF UAI.ILEK, SAMARIA AND 
JUDEA. 

§ 1. Now Phcenicia and Syria encompass 
about the Galilecs, which are tw’o, and called 
the Upper Galileiwaiid tlie Lower. They are 
bounded towards the sun-setting, with the 
borders of the ten i lory belonging to Ptolemais, 
and by Carmel ; wdiich mountain had former- 
ly belonged to the Galileans, but now belong- 
ed to the Tyrians; to which mountain adjoins 
Gaba, which is called the City of Horsemeny be- 
cause those horsemen that were dismissed l>y 

♦ Snanheitn and Re'md both agree, that the two 
citieii here esteemed gnatcr than Antioch, the metro- 
polis of Syria, were home and Alaxnndria ; nor is there 
occasion for doubt in so plain a ease 


Herod the king dwelt therein ; they are bound- 
ed on the south with SamaH«,iind Scythopolis, 
in fax as the river Jordan on the east w ith 
Uippene ana Gadaris, and also w'ith (iaula- 
nitis, and th^ borders of the kingdom of A- 
grippa ; its northern parts are bou iided by Tyre, 
and the country of the Tyrians. As for that 
Galilee which is called the Lower, it extends 
in length from Tiberias to Zabulon, and or 
the maritime places, Ptolemais is its neigh- 
bour; its breadth is from the village called 
Xaloth, which lies in the great plain, as far as 
Uersabe, from which beginning also is taken 
the breadth of the Upper Galilee, as far as the 
village Bacai which divides the land of the 
Tyrians from it; its length is also from Me- 
loth to Thella, a village near to Jordan. 

2. These two Galilecs, of so great largeness, 
and encompassed with so many nations of 
foreigners, have always been able to make a 
strong resistance on all occasions of war ; for 
the Galileans are inured to war from their in- 
fancy, and have been always very numerous; 
nor hath the country been ever destitute of 
men of courage, or wanted a numerous set of 
them ; for their soil is universally rich and 
fruitful, and full of the plantations of trees of 
all sorts, insomuch that it invites the most 
slothful to take pains in its cultivation, by its 
fruitfulness: accordingly, it is all cultivated by 

ts inhabitants, ami no part of it lies idle. 
Moreover, the cities lie here very thick ; and 
the very many villages there are here, are 
>very where so full of people, by the richness 
of their soil, that the very least of them con- 
tain above fifteen thousand inhabitants. 

3. In short, if any one will suppose tha« 
Galilee is inferior to Perea in magnitude, he 
will be obliged to prefer it before it in its 
strength^ for this is all capable of cultivation, 
and is everywhere fruitful ; but for Perea, 
which is indeed much larger in extent, the 
greater part of it is desert, and rough, and 
much less disposed for the production of the 
milder kinds of fruits; yet hath it a moist soil 
[in other parts], and produces all kinds o| 
fruits, and its plains are planted with trees ol 
all sorts, while yet the olive-tree, the vine, and 
the palm-tree, are chiefly cultivated there. 1 1 is 
also sufficiently watered with torrents, which 
issue out of the mountains, and with springs 
that never fail to run, even when the torrents 
fail them, as they do in the dog-days. Now 
the length of Perea is from Macherus to Pella, 
and its breadth from Philadelphia to Jordan ; 
its northern parts arc bounded by Pella, as we 
have already said, as well as its western with 
Jordan ; the land of Moab is its southern 
border, and its eastern limits reach to Arabia, 
and Silbonitis, and besides to Philadelphene 
and Gerasa. 

4. Now, as to the country of Snnaria, it 
lies between Judea and Galilee; it begins at 
a villitge that is in the great plain called Gi- 
nea, and ends at the Acrabbene toparchv 
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and 18 entireljr of the same natura a^ith Jud^a horsemen, and six thousand footmen, under 
for both countries are made up of hills and Placidus the tribune, pitched their camp in 
eillleys, and are moist enough for agriculture^ two bodies in the great plain. The foot were 
and are very fruitful. They have abundance put into the city to be a guard to it ; but tJie 
of trees, and are full of autumntl fruit, both horse lodged abroad in the camp. These 
that which grows wild, and that which is the last, by marching continually one way or 
effect of cultivation. They are not naturally other, and over^running the ||arts of the ad. 
watered with many rivers, but derive their joining country, were very troublesome to 
chief moisture from rain-water, of which they Josephus and bis men ; they also plundered 
have no want; and for those rivers which all the places that were out of the city’s liber, 
they have, all theii waters are exceeding sweet: ty, and intercepted such as durst ^ abroad, 
by reason also of the excellent grass they have, On this account it was that Joseph us^arched 
their cattle yield more milk than do tl^ose in agatnst tl:e city, as hoping to taka what he 
other places ; and, wliat is the greatest sign had lately encompassed with so.strong a wall, 
of excellency and of abundance, they each of before they revolted from Uie rest of the Ga- 
thero are very full of people. lileans, that the Romans would have much 

5. ’In the limits of Samaria <and' Judea lies ado to take it: by which means he proved toe 
' the village Anuath, which is also named Bor- weak, and faihSd of his hopes, both as to fore, 
ceos. This is the northern boundary of ,Ju- ing the place, and to his prevailing with the 
dca. The southern parts of Judea, if they be people of Sepphoris to deliver it up to him. 
measured lengthways, are bounded by a vil- By this means he provoked the Romans to 
lage adjoining to the confines of Arabia ; the treat the country according to the law of war; 
Jews that dwell there call it Jordan. How- nor did the Romans, out of tJie anger they 
ever, its breadth is extended from the river bore at this attempt, leave off' either by night 
Jordan to Joppa. The city. Jerusalem is si- or by day, burning the places in the plain, 
tuated in the very middle ; on which account or stealing away the cattle that wore in the 
some have, with sagacity enough, called that country, and killing whatsoever a{)pcarod ca- 
city the Navel of the country. Nor indeed is pable of fighting perpetually, and leading the 
Judea destitute of such delights as come from weaker people as slaves into captivity ; so that 
the sea, since its maritime places extend as far Galilee was all over filled with fire and blood 
as Ptolemais : it was parted into eleven por- lor was it exempted from any kind of misery 
tions, of which the royal city Jerusalem was or calamity ; for the only refuge they had 
the supreme, and presided over all the neigh* was this, that when they were pursued, they 
bouring country, as tlie head docs over the could retire to the cities which had walls 
body. As to the other cities that were hife- built them by Josephus, 
rior to it, they presided over their several to- 2. But as to Titus, he sailed over from 
parchies ; Gophna was the second of those Achaia to Alexandria, and that sooner than 
cities, and next to that Acrabatta, after them the winter season did usually permit; so he 
Thamna, and Lydda, and Emmaus, and took with him those forces he was sent for, 
Pella, and Idumea, and Pbigaddi, and Hero- and inarching with great expedition, he catnu 
dium, and Jericho; and after them curac Jam- suddenly to Ptolemais, and there finding his 
nia and Joppa, as presiding over the neigh- father, together with the two legions, the fifth 
bouring people ; and besides tliese there was and tenth, which w ere the most eminent legions 
the region of Gamala, and Gaulanitis, and of all, he joined them to that fifteenth legion 
Batanea, and Trachonitis, which are also w'hich was with his father: eighteen cohorts 
parts of the kingdom of /igrippa. This [last] followed these legions ; there came also five 
country begins at Mount Libanus, and the cohorts from Cesarea, with one troop of horse- 
fountains of Jordan, and reaches breadthw'ays men, and five other troops of horsemen from 
to the lake of Tiberias ; and in length is ex- Syria. Now these ten cohorts had severally 
tended from a village called Arplia, as far as a thousand footmen, but the other thirteen 
Julias. Its inhabitants are a mixture of Jews cohorts had no more than six hundred foot, 
and Syrians.— And thus have 1, withal! pos- mena-piece, with a hundred and twenty horse- 
sible brevity, described the country of Judea, men. There w ere also a consiiicrable nuin- 
and those that lie round about it. ber of auxiliaries got togetJier, (hat came from 

the kings Antiochus, and Agrippa, and Sohe- 
mus, each of them contributing one thousand 
footmen that were archers, and a thousand 
CHAPTER IV. horsemen. Match us also, the king of Ara^ 

bia, sent a thousand horsemen, besides five 
iOBEFHUS MAKES AN ATTEMPT UPON SEPPHO- thousand footmen, the greatest part of whom 
BIS, BUT IS REPELLED. TITUS COMES WITH were archers ; so that Uie whole army, includ- 
A OBEAT ARMY TO FTOLKMAis. ng the auxiliaries sent by the kings, os well 

lorscmen as footmen, when all were united 
Now the auxiliaries who were sent to as. ogether, amounted to sixty thousand, besidei 
people of Sepphoris, being a thousand he servants, who, as they follow'ed in vast 
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numbers, so because they had been trained up 
in war with the rest, ought not to be dis- 
tinguished from the fighting men ; for as they 
were in their masters* service in times of 
peace, so did they undergo the like dangers 
with tliem in times of war, insomuch that 
they were inferior to none, either in skill or 
in strength, only they were subject to their 
masters. 


CHAPTER V. 

A DESClUrnON OF THE HOMAN ARMIES AND 

roman camps; and what the romans are 

. COMMENDED FOB. 

^ J. Now here one cannot but admire at the 
precaution of the Romans, in providing them- 
selves of such household servants, as might 
not only serve at other times for the common 
oflices of life, but might also be of advantage 
to them in their wars ; and indeed, if any one 
does but attend to the other parts of their mi- 
litary discipline, he will be forced to confess 
that their obtaining so large a dominion, hath 
been the acquisition of their valour, and not 
the bare gift of fortune ; for they do not be- 
gin to use their weapons first in time of war, 
nor do they then put their hands first into 
motion, while they avoided so to do in times 
of peace ; but, as if their weapons did always 
< ling to them, they have never any truce from 
warlike exercises ; nor do they stay till times 
of war admonish them to use them ; for their 
military exercises differ not at all from the 
real use of their arms, but every soldier is 
every day exercised, and that with great dili- 
gence, as if it were in time of war, which is 
the reason why they bear the fatigue of bat- 
tles so easily ; for neither can any disorder 
rem<-^e them from tlieir usual regularity, nor 
can fear aPriglit them out of it, nor can labour 
lire them , which firmness of conduct makes 
them always to overcome those that have not 
the same firmness; nor would he be mistaken 
that should call those their exercises unbloody 
battles, and their battles bloody exercises. 
Nor can their enemies easily surprise them 
with the suddenness of their incursions; for 
as soon as they have marched into an enemy’s 
land, they do not begin to fight till they have 
walled their camp about; nor is the fence 
they raise ras’dv made, or uneven ; nor do 
they all abide in it, nor do those that are in 
it take their places at random ; but if it hap- 
pens that the ground is uneven, it is first le- 
velled ; their camp is also four-square by 
measure, and carpenters are reaily, in great 
numbers, with their tools, to eiect their build- 
ings for them. • 

• This description of the exact symmetry and regu- 
larity of the Roman armv, and of tne Homan encamp* 
ineuts, with the aouiidiaj tlicir trumpets, ic. and or 


2. As for what is within the camp, A is set 
apart for tents, but the outward circumference 
h.ith the resemblance of a wall, and is adorned 
with towers at equal distances, where between 
;he towers stand the engines for throwing 
arrow's and darts, and for slinging stones, and 
where they lay all other engines that can an- 
noy the enemy, all ready for their several 
operations, 'riicy also erect four gates, one 
at every side of the circumference, and those 
.arge enough for the entrance of the beasts, 
and wide enough for making excursions, if 
occasion should require. They divide the 
camp within into streets, very conveniently, 
and place the tents of the commanders In the 
middle ; but in the very midst of all is the 

iieral’s own fent, in the nature of a temple, 
insomuch that it appears to be a city built on 
the sudden, with its market-place, and place 
for handicraft trades, and with seats for the 
officers, superior and inferio*; where, if any 
diflerenees arise, their causes ■«e heard and 
determined. The camp, and all vhat is in it, 
s encompassed with a w'all round about, and 
that sooner than one would imagine, and this 
by the multitude and the skill of the labour 
ers ; a-nd, if occasion require, a trench is drawn 
round the whole, whose depth is four cubits 
and its breadth equal. 

3. When they have thus secured themselves, 
tliey live together by companies, with quiet- 
ness and decency, as are all their other affairs 
managed with good order and security. Each 
company hath also their wood, and their corn, 
and their water brought them, when they 
itaiid in need of them ; for they neither sup 
nor dine as they please themselves singly, bu 
all togctlicr. Their times also for sleeping, 
and watching, and rising, are notified before- 
hand by the sound of trumpets, nor ia any 
thing done without such a signal ; and in the 
morning the soldiery go every one to their 
centurions, and these centurions to their tri- 
bunes, to salute them ; with whom all the 
superior officers go to the general of the whole 
army, who then gives them of course the watch- 
word and other orders, to be by them carried 
to all that are under tlieir command ; which 
is also observed when they go to fight, and 
thereby they turn themselves about on the sud- 
den, when there is occasion for making sallies, 
as they come back when they are recalled, in 
crowds also. 

4. When they are to go out of their camp, 
the trumpet gives a sound, at which time no- 
body lies still, but at the first intimation they 

dcr of war, described in this and the next chapter, is so 
very like to the symmetry and regularity of tne people 
of Israel in the wilderness (see Description of the I'em- 
ples, ch. ix,) that one caiuiot well avoid the supposal, 
that the one was the ultimate pattern of the other, and 
that the tai tics of the ancienta were taken from the 
rules given by God to Moses. And it is thought by 
some skilful in Uiese matters, that these accounts of Jo- 
seplius, as to the Homan camp and armour, and con- 
duct in war, are preferable to those in liie Homan au 
thoiB tlicniselves. o 2' 
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rake down their tents, and all is made ready 
for their going out; then do the trumpets 
sound again, to order them to get ready for 
the march ; then do they lay their baggage 
suddenly upon their mules and other beasts of 
burden, and stand, at the place for start- 
ing, ready to march ; when also they set fire 
to their camp, and this they do because it will 
be easy for them to erect another camp, and 
that it may not ever he of use to their ene- 
mies. Then do tlie trumpets give a sound 
the third time, that they are to go out in order 
to excite those that on any account are a little 
tardy, that so no one may he out of his rank 
when the army marches. Then does the crier 
stand at the general’s right hand, and asks 
them thrice, in their own tongue, whether they 
be now ready to go out to war or not. To 
which they reply as often, with a loud and 
cheerful voice, “ We eady.” 

And this they do almost before the question is 
asked them ; they do this as filled with a kind 
of martial fury, and at the time that they so 
cry out, tliey lift up their right hands also. 

5. When, after this, they are gone out of 
their cam}), they all inarch without noise, and 
in a decent manner, and every one keeps his 
own rank, as if they were going to w-ar. 'I'he 
footmen are armed with breast-plates and head- 
pieces, and have swords on each side ; but the 
sword wlncli is upon their left side is much 
longer than the other; for that on the right side 
is not longer than a span. Those footmen also 
that are cliosen out from amongst the rest to hi 
about the general himself, have a lance and a 
buck ler ; bu t the rest of the foot-soldiers have a 
spear and a long buckler, besides a saw and a 
basket, a pick-axe and an axe, a thong of 
leatluT, and a hook, with provisions for three 
days ; so that a footman hatli no great need of 
a mule to carry his burdens. The horsemen 
have a long sword on their right sides, and a 
long pole in their hand ; a shield also lies by 
them obliquely on one side of their horses, 
with three or more darts that are borne in their 
quiver, having broad points, and no smaller 
than spears. They have also head-pieces and 
breast-plates, in like manner as have all the 
footmen. And for those that arc chosvn to 
be about the general, their armour no way 
diflers from that of the horsemen belonging 
to other troojis; and he always leads the 
legions forth, to whom tlic lot assigns that em- 
ployment. 

6. This is the manner of the marching and 
resting of the Romans, as also these are the 
several sorts of weapons they use. But when 
they are to fight, iliey leave nothing without 
forecast, nor to he done off hand, but counsel 
is ever first taken before any work is begun, 
and what hath been theie resolved upon is 
put in execution presently ; for which reason 
they seldom commit any errors ; and if they 
nave been mistaken at any time, they easily 
correct those mistakes. They also esteem any 


errors they commit upon taking counsel be- 
forehand, to be better than such rash success 
as is owing to fortune only ; because such a 
fortuitous advantage tempts them to be in- 
considerate, while consultation, though it may 
sometimes fail of success, hath this good in 
it, that it makes men more careful hereafter; 
but for the advantages that arise from chance, 
they are not ow'ing to him that gains them; 
and as to what rnclanclioly accidents iiappen 
unexpectedly, there is this comfort in them, 
that they had however taken the best consul, 
tations they could to prevent them. 

7. Now they so manage their preparatory 
exercises of their weapons, that not the bodies 
of the soldiers only, hut their souls, may also 
become stronger : tliey are moreover hardened 
for war by fear; for their laws inflict capital 
punishments, not only for soldiers running 
away from their ranks, but for sloth fulness 
and inactivity, though it be hut in a lesser 

ree ; as are their generals more severe than 
fheir laws, for they prevent any imputation of 
cruelty towards those under condemnation, 
by the great rewards they bestow on the va- 
liant soldiers; anti the readiness of obeying 
their commanders is so great, that it is very 
ornamental in peace; but when they come to 
a battle, the wliole army is but one body, so 
well coujiled together are their ranks, so sutU 
den are their turnings about, so sharp their 
hearing as to what orders are given them, so 
quick their sight of the ensigns, and so nim- 
ble are their hai ds when they set to work ; 
whereby it comes to pass, that what they do 
is done quickly, and what they suller they 
bear with the greatest i>atiencc. Nor can we 
find any exanqilcs where they have been con- 
quered in battle, when they came to a close 
fight, either by the multiludc of the enemies, 
t)r by their stratagems, or by the difficulties 
ill the places they were in ; no, nor by fortune 
neither, for their victories have been surer to 
ihein than fortune could have granted them. 
In a case, therefore, where counsel still goes 
before action, and where, after taking the best 
advice, that advice is followed by so active an 
aimy, what wonder is it that Euphrates on 
the east, the ocean on the west, the most fer- 
tile rctrioiis of Libya on the south, and the 
Danube and the Rhine on the north, are the 
limits of this empire. One might well say, 
that the Roman possessions are not inferior to 
the Romans themselves. 

8. This account 1 have given the reader, 
not so much with the intention of commend- 
ing the Romans, as of comforting those that 
have been conquered by them, and for deter- 
ring others from attempting innovations un- 
der their government. This discourse of the 
Roman military conduct may also perhaps be 
of use to such of the curious as are ignorant 
of it, and yet have a mind to know ib ^ 
return now' from this digression. 
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CHAP'J'ER \i. 

PI.ACIDUS ATTEMPTS TO TAKE JOTAPATA, AND 
IS BEATEN OEF. VESPASIAN MAUCHES INTO 
GALILEE. 

^ 1. And now Vespasian, with his son Titus, 
iiad tarried some time at Ptolcmais, and had 
puk Iiis army in order. But when Placidus, 
,vho had overrun GaHIe :1 had besides 
slain a number of those whom he had cau,''ht 
(which were only the weaker part of the Ga- 
lileans, and such as were of timorous souls), 
Kiw that the warriors ran always to those ci- 
ties whose walls had been built by Josephus, 
he marched furiously against Jotapata, which 
was of them all the strongest, as supposing 
he should easily take it by a sudden surprise, 
and that he should thereby obtain great ho- 
nour to himself among the commanders, and 
bring a great advantage to them in their fu- 
ture campaign ; because, if this strongest 
place of tliem all w'erc once taken, the rest 
would be so allVighted as to sinreiuier them- 
selves. But he was mightily mistaken in his 
undertaking j for the men of Jotapata w'ere 
apprized of his coming to attack tliein, and 
came out of (he city, and expected him there. 
So they fought the Homans bri:>kly when they 
least expected it, being both many in num- 
ber, and prepared for iighlin-r, and of great 
alaciity, as esteeming their country, their 
wives, and their children, to be in danger, 
and easily put the Romans to flight, and 
wounded many of them, and slew seven ofj 
them ; * because their retreat was not made in 
a disorderly niunmu’, because the strokes only 
touched the surface of their bodies, which, 
were coveied witli their armour in all parts, j 
and bccau-se the Jews did rather throw their 
weapons upon them from a great distance, 
til. ' vC'iiUire to come hand to hand with them, 
and luul only light armour on, while the others 
were co'opletcly armed. However, three men 
ot the jeovs’ side were slain, and a fev\' wound- 
ed ; so rlacidus:, finding himself unable to as- 
sault ihe city, ran away. 

‘i. But . s \ espasian had a great miud to 
fall upon Galilee, he marclied out from Ptole- 
inais, li.'iving put his ariny into that order 
wherein the Uomaiis used to march. He 
ordered lliose auxiliaries which were lightly 
• 

* I eancot lat tierc olwerve an eastern way of speak- 
ing, fiv<iucut ana-i.,' tlieui, l)ut not nsiial ainonRus, where 
the word " only" or “ alone” is not set down, hnt perhaps 
some way siijiplieil in the pronunciation. 'I'hus Jose- 
phus here says, that tho.^e Jotjmata slew seven of the 
Koiruflis as they were niandi nf,^ olT, because (he liomans’ 
retreat was regular, (heir bodies were eovered o'-er with 
their armour, and the Jews fought at some distance ; 
his meaning is clear, that these were the reasmis why 
they slew only, or no more Ihan seven. I have met 
with many the like examples m the Scriptures, in Jose- 
phus, &c.; hut did not note down (he particular places, 
i'his observation ought to be liornc in mind upon many 
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armed, and the archers, to march first, 
that they might prevent any sudden insults 
from the enemy, and might search out the 
woods that looked suspiciously, and were 
capable of ambuscades. Next to tluse fol- 
lowed that part of the Romans who were 
most completely armed, both footmen and 
horsemen. Next to these follow'ed ten out 
of every hundred, carrying along with them 
their arms, and what was necessary to mea- 
sure cut a camp withal ; and after them, 
such as were to make the road even and 
I straight, and if it were anywhere rough and 
j hard to be passed over, to plane it, and to 
cut down the woods that hindered their march, 
that the army might not be in distress, or 
tired with their march. Behind tliese he set 
such carriages ofihe army as belonged both 
to himself and to the other commanders, with 
a considerable number of their liorscmen for 
their security. After these he marched him- 
self, having with him a select body of foot- 
men, and horsemen, and pikemen. After 
these came the peculiar cavalry of his own 
legion, for there were an hundred and twenty 
horseman that peculiarly belonged to every 
legion. Next to these came tiie mules that 
carried the engines for sieges, and the other 
iva/like machines of that nature. After these 
came the commanders of the cohorts, and tri- 
bunes, having about them soldiers chosen out 
of (he rest. Then came the ensigns encompas- 
sing the eagle, which is at the head of every 
Uomun legion, the king, and the strongest of all 
birds, whicJi seems to them a signal of domi- 
nion, and an omen tliat they shall conquer all 
against whom they march ; these sacred en- 
signs arc followed by the trumpeters. Then 
came the main army in their squadrons and 
battalions, with six men in deptii, which were 
followed at last by a centurion, who, according 
to custom, observed the rest. As for the ser- 
vants of every legion, they all followed the 
footmen, and led tiiu baggage of tlie soldiers 
which was borne by the nmles and other beasts 
of burden. But behind all the legions came 
the whole multitude of the mercenaries ; and 
those that bn.ught up the rear came last of all 
j for the security of the wliole army, being both 
I footmen, and those in their armour also, with 
I a great number of hoi semen. 

I 3. And thus did Vespasian march with his 
army, and came to tiie bounds of Galilee, 
where be pitched his camp and restrained his 
soldiers, wlio were eager for war ; he also 
showed his army to the enemy, in order to 
allVight them, and to allbrd them a season for 
! repentance, to sec wlieilior they would change 
their minds before it came to a battle, and at 
the same time he got ihings ready for besieg- 
ing Uieir strong-hold^. And indeed this sight 
of the general brought many to repent of their 
revolt, and put them ail into a consternation ; 
for those Uiat were in Josephus’s camp, wiiicb 
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was at the city called Garis, not far from 
Sepphoris, when they heard that the war was 
come near them, and that the Romans would 
suddenly fight them hand to hand, dispersed 
themselves and fled, not only before they 
came to a battle, but before the enemy ever 
came in sight, while Josephus and a few others 
W’cre left behind ; and as he saw that he had not 
tin army sulflcicnt to engage the enemy, that 
the spirits of the Jews were sunk, and that the 
greater part would willingly coinu to terms, 
if they might be credited, he already despair- 
ed of the success of the whole war, and de- 
termined to get as far as he possibly could, 
out of danger; so he took those that staid 
along with him, and fled to Tiberias. 


CHAPTER Vn. 

VESPASIAN, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE CITV 

GADARA, MARCHES TO JOTAPATA. AFrEU 

A LONG SIEGE, THE CITY IS BETUAYED BY A 

DESERTER, AND TAKEN BY VESPASIAN. 

§ 1. SoVespa>'ian marched to the city Gadara, 
and took it upon the first onset, because be 
found it destitute of any considerable number 
of men grown up and fit for war. He came 
then into it, and slew all the youth, the Ro- 
mans having no mercy on any age whatso- 
ever ; and this wa« done out of the hatred 
they bore the nation, and because of the ini- 
quity they had been guilty of iu the aflair of 
Cestius. He also set fire, not only to the 
city itself, but to all the villas and small cities 
that were round about it ; some of them were 
quite destitute of inhabitants; and out of 
some of them he carried the inhabitants as 
slaves into captivity, 

2. As to Josephus, bis retiring into that city 
which he chose as the most fit for his security, 
put it into great fear ; for the people of Ti- 
berias did not imagine that he would have 
run away, unless he had entirely despaired of 
the success of the war ; and indeed, as to 
that point, they were not mistaken about bis 
opinion ; for he saw whither the afl’airs of the 
Jews would end at last, and was sensible 
that they ha- but one way of escaping, and 
that was by repentance. However, although 
he expected that the Romans w'ould forgive 
him, yet did he choose to die many times over 
jatherthan to betray his country, and to dis- 
honour that supreme command of the army 
which had been entrusted with him, or to 
live happily under those against wlioni he was 
sent to fight. He determined, therefore, to 
give an exact account of affairs to the {iirinci* 
pal men at Jerusalem by a letter, that he 
might not, by too much aggrandizing the 
power of tlie enemy, make them too timorous ; 
nor, by relating that their power beneath the 
truth, might enccurage thera to stand out 


when they were perhaps disposed to repent- 
ance. He also sent them word, that if they 
thought of coming to terms, they must sud- 
denly write him an answer ; or if they re- 
solve upon war, they must send him an army 
sufficient to fight the Romans. Accordingly 
he wrote these things, and sent messengers 
iimiiediatcly to carry his letter to Jerusalem. 

3. Now Vespasian was very desirous of de- 
molishing Jotapata, for he had gotten intelli. 
gcncc that the greatest part of the enemy had 
retired thither; and that it was, on other ac. 
counts, a place of great security to them. Ac- 
cordingly he sent both footmen and horsemen 
to level the riKid, which was mountainous and 
rocky, not without dilliculty to be travelled 
over by footmen, but absolutely impracticable 
for horsemen. Now these workmen accom- 
plislicd what they were about in four days’ 
time, and opened a broad w^ay for the army. 
On the fifth day, which was the twenty-first of 
the month Artemisius (Jyar) Joscpluis pre- 
vented him, and came from Tiberias, and 
went into Jotapata, and raised the drooping 
spirits of the Jews. And a certain deserter 
told this good news to Vespasian, that Jose- 
phus had removed himself thither, which 
made him make haste to the city, as suppos- 
ing, that with taking that he should take ail 
Judea, in case he could but withal get Jose- 
phus under his power. So he took tliis news 
to be of the vastest advantage to him, and be- 
lieved it lo be brought about by the provi- 
dence of God, that he wlio appeared to be the 
most prudent Juan of all their enemies, had of 
his own accord, shut hiinself up in a place of 
sure custody. Accordingly he sent Placidus 
with a thousand horsemen, and Ehiitiusa de- 
curion, a person that was of cminency both in 
council and in action, to encompass llie city 
round, that Josephus might not escape away 
privately. 

4. Vespasian also, tlic very next day, took 
his whole army and I'ollow'cd them, and by 
marching till late in the evening, arrived then 
at Jotapata ; and bringing bis army to the 
nortljcrn sid^ of the city, he pitched his camp 
on a certain small hill which w’as seven fur- 
longs from the city, and still greatly endea- 
voured to be well seen by the enemy, to pul 
them into a consternation, wliieh was indeed 
so terrible to the Jews immediately, that no 
one of them durst go out beyoinl the wall. 
Yet did the Romans put ofi' the attack at that 
time, because they hail marched all the day, 
although they placed a double row of batta- 
lions round the city, with a third row beyond 
them round the whole, which consisted of ca- 
valry, in order to stop up every way for an 
exit ; which thing making the Jews de- 
spair of escaping, excited them to act more 
boldly ; for nothing makes men fight so de- 
sperately ill war us necessity. 

5. Now' when an assault was made the nex 
day bv the Romans, the Jews at first stttifc 
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out of the walls, and opposed them ; and met I 
them, as having formed themselves a camp I 
before the city walls. But when Vespasian 
had set against thetn the archers and slingers, 
and the whole multitude that could throw to 
a great distance, he permitted them to go to 
work, while he himself, with th« footmen, 
got upon an acclivity, whence the city might 
easily be taken. Josephus was then in fear 
for the city, and leaped out, and all the Jew- 
ish multitude with him ; these fell together 
upon the Romans in great numbers, and drove 
them away from llie wall, and performed a 
great many glorious and bold actions. Yet 
did they suffer as much as they made the 
enemy suffer ; for as despair of deliverance 
encouraged the Jews, so did a sense of shame 
equally encourage the Romans. These last 
had skill as well as strength ; the other had 
only courage, which armed them, and made 
them fight furiously. And when the figlit 
had lasted all day, it was put an end to by the 
coming on of the night. They had wounded 
a great many of the Romans, and killed of 
them thirteen men ; of the Jews* side seven- 
teen w'ere .slain, and six hundred wounded. 

6. On the next <lay the Jews made another 
attack upon the Romans, and went out of 
the w alls, and fought a much more desperate 
battle with them Uian before ; for they were 
now become more courageous than formerly, 
•and that on account of the unexpected good 
opposition they had made the day before, as 
they found the Romans also to fight more de- 
sperately ; for a sense of shame inilamcd the^e 
into a passion, as esteeming their failure of a 
sudden victory to be a kind of defeat. Thus 
dill the Romans try to make an impression 
upo«i the Jews till the fifth day continually, 
while the people of Jotapata made sallies out, 
and fought at the walls most desperately ; 
nor were the Jews affrighted at the strength 
of J-c enemy, nor were the Romans discou- 
raged at ‘.he difficulties they met with in tak- 
ing the e.’y. 

7. Now Jotapata almost all of it built 
upon a precipice, having on all the other sides 
of it every way valleys immensely deep and 
steep, insoi- uch that those who would look 
down would have their siglit fail them before 
it reaches to the bottom. It is only to be 
come at on the north side, where the utmost 
part of the city is built on the mountain, as 
it ends obliquely at a plain. This mountain 
Josephus had <micuiti passed with a wall when 
he fortified the city, that its top miglit not be 
capable of being seized upon by the enemies. 
Tlie city is covered ..li round with other 
mountains, and can no way be seen till a man 
comes just upon it. And this was the strong 
situation of Jotapata. 

d. Vespasfian, therefore, in order to try how 
he might o crcuine the natural strength of 
the place, a* well as the bold defence of the 
Jews, made i rcsolntion to «rosecute tlie siege 


with vigour. To that end he called the com- 
manders that were under him to a council of 
war, and consulted with them whicli way the 
assault might be managed to the best advan- 
tage ; and when the resolution was there ta- 
ken to raise a bank against that part of the 
wall which was practicable, he sent his whole 
army abroad to get the materials together. 
So when they had cut down all the trees on 
the mountains that adjoined to the city, and 
had gotten together a vast heap of stones, be- 
sides the wood they had cut down, some ox 
them brought hurdles, in order to avoid tlm 
effects of the darts tliat were shot from above 
them. These hurdles they spread over their 
banks, under cover whereof they formed their 
bank, and so were little or nothing hurt by 
the darts that were thrown upon them from 
the wall, while others pulled the neighbour- 
ing hillocks to pieces, and perpetually brought 
earth to them ; so that while they were busy 
three sorts of ways, nobody was idle. How- 
ever, the Jews cast great stones from the walls 
upon the hurdles which protected the men, 
n'ith all >rts of darts also ; and the noise 
of what could not reach them was yet so ter- 
rible, that it w'iis some impediment to the 
workmen. 

9. Vespasian then set the engines for throw- 
ing stones and darts round about the city ; 
the number of the engines was in all a hun- 
dred and sixty ; and bade them fall to work 
and dislodge those that were upon the wall, 
At the same time such engines as were intend- 
ed for that purpose, threw at once lances upon 
them w ith great noise, and stones of the weight 
of a talent were thrown by the engines that 
were prepared for that purpose, together with 
fire, and a vast multitude of arrows, which 
made tlie wall so dangerous, that the Jews 
durst not only not to come upon it, but durst 
not come to those parts within the walls which 
were reached by the engines ; for the multi- 
tude of the Arabian archers, as well also as 
all those that threw darts and slung stone.s, 
fell to work at the same time with the engines. 
Yet did not the others lie still when they 
could not throw at the Romans from a high, 
er place; for they tlien made sallies out of 
the city like private robbers, by parties, and 
pulled away the hurdles that covered the 
workmen, and killed them when they were 
thus naked ; and when those workmen gave 
way, these cast away the earth that composed 
the bank, and burnt the wooden parts of it, 
together with the hurdles, till at length Ves- 
pasian perceived that the intervals there were 
between the works were of disadvantage to 
him ; for those spaces of ground afforded the 
Jews a place for assaulting the Romans. So 
he united the hurdles, and at the same time 
! joined one part of the army to tire other, 

I which prevented the private excursions of the 
Jews. 

10. And when the bank was now raised^ 
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and brought nearer than ever to the battle- othet necessjiries, and that the men were of 
ments that belonged to the w'ails, Josephus good courage, and being desirous to protect 
thought it would be entirely wrong in him tlie siege to the Romans longer than they ex- 
if he could not make no contrivances in oppo- pected, ordered their drink to be given them 
sition to theirs, and that might be for the city’s by measure ; but this scanty distribution of 
preservation ; so he got together his work- water by measure w’as deemed by them as a 
men, and ordered them to build the wall thing more hard upon them than the want of 
higher; and when they said that this was im- it; and their not being able to drink as inucn 
possible to be done while so many darts were as they would, made them more desirous of 
thrown at them, he invented this sort of cover drinking than they otherwise had been ; nay, 
for them:— He bade them fix piles, and ex- they were so much disheartened herel)y as if 
pand before them raw hides of oxen newly they were come to the last degree* of thirst, 
killed, that these hides by yielding and hoi- Nor were the Romans unacquainted with the 
lowing themselves when the stones were state they were in, for when they stood over- 
thrown «t them might receive them, for that against them, l)eyond the wall, they could see 
tne otner darts would slide off them, and the them running together, and taking their water 
fire that w'as thrown would he quenched by by measure, which made them throw their 
the moisture that was in them ; and these he javelins thither, the place being within tljcir 
set before the workmen ; and under tliem reach, and kill a great many of tliein. 
these workmen went on with tlicir works in 13. Hereupon Vespasian hoped that tlieir 
safety, and raised the wall higher, and that receptacles of water would in no long time be 
both by day and by night, till it was twenty emptied, and that they would he forced to de. 
cubits high. He also built a good number liver up the city to him ; but Josephus being 
of towers upon the wall, and fitted it to strong minded to break such his hoi)e, gave command 
battlements. Tliis greatly discouraged the that they should wet a great many of their 
Romans, who in (heir own opinions were al- clothes, and hang them out about the battle- 
ready gotten within the wails, w'hile they w’ore ments, till tlie entire walls was of a sudden ;ill 
now' at once astonished at .losephus’s contri- wet with the running down of the water. At 
vance, and at the fortitude of the citizens that this sight the Romans were discouraged, and 
were in tlie city. under consternation, when they saw them able 

11. And now V'espasian was plainly irri- to throw' away in sport so much water, when 
tated at the great subtilty of this stratagem, they supposed them not to have enough to 
and at the boldness of the citizens of Jotapa- drink tbemseives. This made the Ilo 

ta ; for taking heart again upon the building | general despair of taking the city by their 
of this wall, they made fresh sallies u})on the want of necessaries, and to betake himself a. 
Romans, and Ijad every day conllict.s with gain to arms, and to try to force them to sur- 
tliem by parties, together with all such con- render, which w'as what the Jews greatly de- 
trivances as robbers make use of, and witfi the sired ; for as they despaired of either theiii- 
pluudering of all that caine to hand, as also selves or their city being able to escape, they 
with the setting fire to all the other works ; prefcrreil a <leath in battle before one by 
and this till Vespasian made liis army leave hunger ami thirst. 

oiV fighting them, and resolved to lie round 14. However, Josejdius contrived another 
the city, and to starve thorn into a surrender, stratagem besides the foregoing, to get plenty 
as supposing that either they would be forced of what they wanted. — There was a certain 
to petition him for mercy by want of jirovi- rough and iincvcH place that could hardly he 
sions, or if they should have the courage to ascended, and on that account was not guard • 
hold out till the last they should perish by fa- cd by tlie soldiers ; so Josephus sent out cer 
mine : and he concluded he should corijiier tain persons along the western parts of the 
them the more easily in fighting, if he gave valley, and by them sent letters to whom be 
them an interval, and then fell ujion them pleased of the Jews that w-ere out of the city, 
when they w'ere weakened by famine ; but and procured from them what necessaries so- 
still he gave orders that they should guard ever they wanted in the city in abundance; 
against their coming out of the city. he enjoined them also to creep generally along 

12. Now the besieged had plenty of corn by the watch as they came iii‘lo the city, and 
within the city, and indeed of all other neces- to cover their hacks with ^uch sheep-skins as 
saries, but they wanted water, because there had their wool upon them, that if any one 
was no fountain in the city, the people being should spy them in the niglit-time, they might 
there usually satisfied with rain-water; yet it be believed to be dogs. Tin's was done till 
is a rare thing in that country to have rain in the watch perceived their contrivance, and cn- 
summer, and at this season, during the siege, compassed that rough place about themselves, 
they* were in great, distress for some contri- 15. And now it was that Josephus perceiv- 
vance to satisfy their thirst; and they were cd that the city could not hold out long, and 
very sad at tHs time particularly, as if they tliat his owm life would be in doubt if he con- 
were already in want of water entirely, for tinned in it; so he consulted how he and tbe 
Josephus seeing that the city abouinled with I must potent men of the city might fly out o: 
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it. When the multitude understood this, they 
came all round about him, and begged of him 
not to overlook them while they entirely de- 
pended on him, and him alone ; for that there 
was still hope of the city’s deliverance if he 
would stay with them, because every body 
would undertake any pains with great cheer- 
fuliiess on his account, and in that case there 
would be some comfort for them also, though 
they should be taken : that it became him iiei 
ther to fly from his enemies, nor to desert his 
friends, nor to leap out of that city, as out of 
a ship that was sinking in a storm, into ^hich 
he came when it was quiet and in a calm ; for 
that by going away he would be the cause of 
drowning the city, because nobody would then 
venture to oppose the enemy when he was 
once gone, upon w'hom they wholly confided. 

If). Hereupon Josephus avoided letting 
them know that he was to go away to provide 
for his own safety, but told them that he would 
go out of the city for tlieir sakes ; for that if 
he staid with them, he should be able to do 
them little good while they were in a safe 
condition j and that if they were once taken, 
he should only perish with tliem to no pur- 
pose ; but that if he were once gotten free 
from this siege, ho should be able to bring 
them very great relief ; for that he w'ould then 
iuimediately get the Galilenus together, out 
of the country, in great multitudes, and draw 
llie Homans off their city by another war. 
'i'hat he did not see what advantage he could 
bring to them now, by slaying among them, 
hut only provoke the Homans to besiege them 
more closely, as esteeming it a most valuable 
thing to take him ; but that if they were once 
iufonued that ne was fled out of the city, they 
would greatly remit of their eagerness against 
it. Yet did not this plea move tlie people, 
but inflamed them the more to hang about 
hiip Accordingly, both the children and the 
old men, and the women with their infants, 
came inomiiing to him, and fell down before 
him, and all of them caught hold of bis feet, 
and held him fast, and besought him, with 
great lamentations, that he would take his 
share with them in their fortune; — and I 
think thi-y did this, not that they envied his 
delivura ice, but that they hoped for their 
own ; for they could not think they should 
siiH'cr any great luisfortane, provided Jose- 
phus would but stay with them. 

17. Now, Jdsephus tliouglit, that if he re- 
solved to stay, d would be ascribed to their 
entreaties; and if he resolved to go away by 
force, he should be gut into custody. His 
commiseration also of die people under their 
lamentations, had much broken that of his ea- 
gerness to leave them; so he resolved to stay, 
and arming himself with, the common dcspMr 
of the citizens, he said to tin Now is the 
time to begin to fight in earnest, when there 
is no hope of deliverance left. It is a brave 
thing to prefer glory before life, and to set 
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about some such noble undertaking as may 
be remembered by late posterity.” Having 
said this, he fell to work immediately, and 
made a sally, and dispersed the enemies’ oui- 
guards, and ran as far as the Roman camp it 
self, and pulled the coverings of their tents 
to pieces, that were upon their banks, and set 
fire to their works. And this was the man- 
ner in which he never left off fighting, nei- 
ther the next day nor the day after it, but 
went on with it for a considerable number of 
both days and nights. 

18. Upon this, Vespasian, when he saw 
the Romans distressed by these sallies (al- 
though they were ashamed to be made to run 
away by the Jews ; and when at any time they 
made the Jews run away, their heavy armour 
would not let them pursue them far; while 
the Jews, when they had jicrformed any ac- 
tion, and before tliey could be hurt themselves, 
still retired into the city), ordered his armed 
men to avoid their onset, and not to fight it 
out with men under desperation, while no- 
thing IS more courageous than despair ; biu 
that their violence would be quenciied when 
they saw they failed of tlieir iiurposes, as fire 
is quenched when it wants fuel ; and that it 
was most proper for the Homans to gain their 
1 victories as clieap as they could, since they 
I are not forced to figlit, but only to enlarge 
I their own dominions. So he repelled the 
! Jews in great measure by the Arabian arch- 
ers, and the Syrian sliiiger.s, and by those that 
threw stones at them, nor was there any in- 
termission of the great number of their of- 
fensive engines. Now, the Jews suflerod 
greatly by these engines, without being able 
to escape from them ; and when these engines 
j throw their stones or javelins a great way, and 
the Jews were within their reach, they pressed 
hard upon the Romans, and fought despeiale- 
ly, without sparing either soul or body, one 
part succouring another by turns, when it was 
tired down. 

19. When, therefore, Vespasian looked up- 
on himself as in a manner besieged by these 
sallies of the Jew.s, and when his banks were 
now not far from the walls, he determined to 
make use of his battering ram. This batter- 
ing ram is a vast beam of wooil like the mast 
of a ship; its. fore-part is armed with a thick 
piece of iron at the head of it,, w'hich is so 
carved as to lit like the head of a ram, w hence 
its name is taken. Tiiis ram is slung in the 
air by ro}>c.s passing over its middle, and is 
j hung like the balance in a pair of scales from 
I another beam, and braced by strong beams 
I that pass on both sides of it in the nature of 
la cross. When this ram is pulled backward 
: by a grcit number of men with united force, 

I and then thrust forward by the same men, 
with a mighty noise, it batters the walls with 
that iron part w-hich is prominent; nor is 
there any tower so strong, or walls so broad, 
j that can resist any more than its first batte- 
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lies, but all are forced to yield to it at last. 
This was the experiment which the Roman 
general betook himself to when he was eager- 
ly bent upon taking the city, and found lying 
in the field so long to be to his disadvantage, 
because the Jews would never let him be 
quiet. So these Romans brought the several en- 
gines for galling an cMiemy nearer to the walls, 
that they might reach such as were upon the 
wall, and endeavoured to frustrate their at- 
tempts } those threw stones and javelins at 
them ; in the like manner did the archers and 
slingers come both together closer to the wall. 
This brought matters to such a pass that none 
of the Jews durst mount the walls, and then 
it was that the other Romans brought the 
battering ram that was cased with hurdles 
all over, and in the upper part was secured 
with skins that covered it, and this both for 
the security of themselves and of the engine. 
Now, at the very first stroke of this engine, , 
the wall was shaken, and a terrible clamour 
was raised by the people within the city, as if 
they w'ere already taken. 

20. And now, when Josephus saw this ram 
still battering the same place, and that the 
wall would quickly be thrown down by it, be 
resolved to elude for a while the force of the 
engine. With this design he gave orders to 
(ill sacks with chaff, and to hang tliem down 
before that place where tiu-y saw the ram al- 
ways battering, th:U the stroke miglit be turn- 
ed aside, or that the place niiglit feel less of 
the strokes by the yielding nature of ll»e 
chail'. This contrivance very much delayed 
the attempts of the Homans, because let 
them remove tlieir engine to what part they 
pleased, those that w ere above it removed their 
sacks, and placed themovcr-agalnst the strokes 
it made, insomuch that the wall was no way 
hurt, and ihishy diversion of the strokes, till the 
Romans made an opposite contrivance of long 
poles, and by tying hooks at tlieir ends, cut 
off the sacks. Nov^, when the battering ram, 
thus recovered its force, and the wall having 
been hut newly built, was giving way, Jose- 
phus and those about him, had afterward im- 
mediate recourse to fire, to defend themselves 
withal ; whereupon they took what materials 
soever they had llnr. \^erc but dry, and made 
a sally tliree ways, and set fire to the machines, 
and the hurdles, and the hanks of the Ho- 
mans themselves ; nor did the Homans well 
know how to come to their assistance, being 
at once under a consternation at the Jews’ 
boldness, and being prevented by the dames 
from coming to their assistance ; for the ma- 
terials being dry vvitli the bitumen and pitch 
that were among them, as was brimstone also, 
the fire caught hold of everything immediate- 
ly • and what cost the Homans a great deal 
of pains, w'as in one hour consumed. 

21. And here a certain .Jew appeared wor- 
thy of our relation and commendation ; he 
•vas the son of Sameas^ and w'as called £lea- 


zar, and was born at Saab, in Galilee. This 
man took up a stone of vast bigness, and 
threw it down from the wall upon the ram, 
and this w'ith so great a force that it broke off 
the head of the engine. Ho also leaped down 
and took up the head of the rarn from the 
midst of them, and without any concern, car 
ried it to the lop of the wall, and this, w'hile 
he stood as a fit mark to be pelted by all his 
enemies. Accordingly, he received the strokes 
upon his naked body, and was wounded with 
five darts ; nor did he mind any of them while 
he went up to the top of the wall, where he 
stood in sight of them all, as an instance of 
the greatest boldness ; after which he threw 
himself on a heap with his wounds upon hinij 
and fell down, together with the head of the 
ram. Next to him, two brothers showed their 
courage; their names %vere Netir and Philip, 
both of them of the village Huma, and both 
:)f them Galileans also; these men leaped up- 
;>n the soldiers of the tenth legion, and fell 
jpon the Romans with such a noise and force 
as to disorder their ranks, and put to flight 
all upon w'liomsoever they made their as- 

ilts. 

22. After these men’s performances, Jose- 
phus, and the rest of the multitude with him, 
took a great deal of fire, and burnt both the 
machines, and their coverings, with tlie works 
belonging to the fifth, and to the tenth legion, 
which they put to fliglit ; when others fol 
lowed them immediately, and buried those in- 
struments and all their materials under ground. 
However, about the evening the Homans 
erected the battering ram again, against that 
part of the wall which had sufl’erod before ; 
where a certain Jew that defended the city 
from the Homans hit Vespasian with a d ot 
in his foot, and wounded him a little, the dis- 
tanc»r beingso great, thatnomighty impression 
could be made by the dart thrown so far oil 
However, this caused the greatest disorder 
among the Homans ; for when tho.' who 
»tood near him saw his blood, they dis- 

turbed at it, and a report went abroad, through 
the whole army, that the general was wound- 
ed, wliile ll>e greatest part left the siege, and 
came running together with surprise and fear 
to the general ; and before them all came Ti- 
tus, out of the concern he had for his father, 
insomuch that the multitude were in great 
confusion, and this out of the regard they had 
for their general, and by rea<»on of the agony 
that the son was in. Yet did the fatliei soon 
put an end to the son’s fear, and to tlie dis- 
order the army wuis under, for being superior 
to his pains, and endeavouring soon to he 
seen by all that had been in a fright about 
him, lie excited them to fight the Jews more 
briskly ; for now every body was willing to 
expose himself to danger immediately, in or- 
der to avenge their general ; and then they 
encouraged one another with loud voices, and 
ran hastilv to the walls. 
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2S. But still Josephus and those with him, 
although they fell down dead one upon anoth- 
er by the darts and stones which the engines 
threw upon them, yet did not they desert the 
wall, but fell upon those who managed the 
ram, under the protection of the hurdles, 
with fire, and iron weapons, and stones ; and 
these could do little or nothing, but fell 
themselves perpetually, while they were seen 
by those whom they could not see, for the 
light of their own flame shone about them, 
and made them a most visible mark to the 
enemy, as they were in the clay-time, while 
the engines could not be seen at a great dis- 
tance, and so what was thrown at them was 
hard to be avoided ; for the force with which 
these engines throw stones and darts made 
them hurt several at a time, and the violent 
noise of the stones that were cast by the en- 
gines was so great, that thc?y carried away the 
pinnacles of the wall, and broke olT the cor- 
ners of the towers ; for no body of men could 
he so strong as not to be overthrown to the last 
rank oy the largeness of the stones ; and any 
one may learn the force of the engines by 
wliat happened thi-s very night ; for as one of 
those that stood rotmd about Josephus was 
near the wall, his head was carried away by 
such a stone, and bis skull was flung as far 
us tliree furlongs. In the day-time also, a 
woman with child had her belly so violently 
^triK'k, as she was just come out of her house, 
that the infant was carr>ed to the distance of 
half a furlong; so great was the force of that 
engine. The noise of the instruments them- 
y,elves was very terrible, the sound of the darts 
and stones that w'ero tlirown by them, was so 
also ; of the same sort was that noise the dcJid 
bodies made, when they were daslied against 
ihe wall ; eoJ indeed dreadful was the cla- 
mour vdii' lj these tilings raised in the women 
within tlie city, which was echoed back at the 
same hnue by the cries of such as were slain ; 
while t!u‘ whole sjj.ue of ground whereon 
they fougl ‘ ran with blood, and the wall might 
have been ascended over by the bodies of 
the dead carcasses ; tlie mountains also con- 
tributed to increase the noise by their echoes; 
nor was tliei ; on that night any filing of ter- 
ror wanting that could either all’ect the near- 
ing or the sight ; yet did a gn-ai part of tliose 
that fought so hard for Jotapata fall luaiifuliy, 
as were a great part of them wounded. How- 
ever, the moruiug watch was come ere the 
wall yicldeii tc 'he machines employed against 
it, though it liad been battered without inter- 
mission. However, iho a.> witliin covered their 
bodies with their armour, and raised works 
over-against that part wliicl: was thrown 
down, beibre tliose machines were laid by 
which the Homans were to ascend into the 
city. 

24, In the morning Vespasian got his army 
together, in order to take the city [by storm 1, 
alter a little recreation upon liie hard pains 
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they had been at the night before; and as he 
was desirous to draw otF those that opposed 
him from the places where the wall had been 
thrown down, he made the most courageous 
of the horsemen get off their horses, and 
placed them in three ranks over against those 
ruins of the walls, hut covered with their ar- 
mour on every side, and with poles in their 
hands, that so these might begin their ascent 
as soon as the instruments for such ascent were 
laid ; behind them he placed tlie flower of the 
footmen ; but for the rest of the horse, he 
ordered them to extend themselves over- 
against the wall, upon the whole hilly coun 
try, in order to prevent any from escaping out 
of the city w'hcn it should be taken ; and be 
hind these he placed tlie archers round about, 
and coinniandcd them to liave all their dart*: 
ready to slioot. The same command he gave 
to tile slingers, and to those that managed the 
engines, and bade them to take up other lad- 
ders and have them ready to lay iijioii those 
parts of the wall which were yet untouched, 
that the besieged might be engaged in trying 
to hinder their ascent by them, and leave the 
guard of the parts that were tlirown dow’n 
while the rest of them should be overborne b} 
the darts cast at them, and might aflbrd liis 
men an entrance into the city. 

25. Hut Josephus, understanding the mean- 
ing of Vespasian’s contrivance, sot the old 
men, together witli tliose that were tired out, 
at the sound parts of the wall, as expecting 
no harm from those quarters, but set the 
strongest of his men at the place whore the 
wall was broken down, and before them all, 
six men by tliemselves, among w'lioin he took 
his share of the first and greatest danger. 
He also gave orders, that when the legions 
made a'shout they shouhl stop their cars, that 
they might not be afl'rightec’ at it, and that, 
to avoid the multitude of the enemies’ darts, 
they should bend down on their knees, and 
cover themselves with their shields, and that 
they should retreat a little backward for a 
while, till the archers should have emptied 
their quivers : but that, when tlie Romans 
should lay their instruments for ascending the 
walls, they should leap out on the sudden, 
and with their own instruments should meet 
the enemy, and that every one should strive 
to do his best, in order not to defend his own 
city, as if it w^ere possible to be preserved, 
but in order to revenge it, wlien it was alrea- 
dy destroyed ; and that they should set before 
their eyes how their old men were to be slain, 
and their children and their wives to be killed 
immediately by the enemy ; and that they 
would beforehand spend all their fury, on ac- 
count of the calamities just coming upon them, 
and pour it out on the actois. 

26. And thus did Josephus dispose of both 
Ills bodies of men ; but then for the useless part 
of the citizens, the women and children, when 
thev saw their city encompassed by a three • 
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fold army (for none of the usual guards that 
had been fighting before were removed), when 
they also saw not only the walls thrown down, 
but their enemies with swords in their hands, 
as also the hilly country above them shining 
with their weapons, and the darts in the hands 
of the Arabian archers, they made a final and 
lamentable outcry of the destruction, as if the 
misery were not only threatened, but actual- 
ly come upon them already. Hut Josephus 
ordered the women to be shut up in their 
houses, lest they should render the warlike 
actions of the men too cifeminate, by making 
them commiserate their condition, and com- 
manded them to hold their peace, and threat- 
ened thcjn if they did not, while he came him- 
self before the breach, where his allotment 
was ; for all those who brought ladders to 
the other places, ho took no notice of them, 
but earnestly waited for the shower of arrows 
that was coming. 

27. And now the trumpeters of the several 
Roman legions sounded together, and the ar- 
my made a terrible shout; and the darts, as 
by order, fiew so last that they intercepted the 
light. However, Josephus’s men remember- 
ed the charges he had given them, they stop- 
ped their ears at the sounds, and covered their 
bodies against the darts; and as to the en- 
gines that were set ready to go to work, the 
Jews ran out upon them, before those that 
sltould have used them wore gotten upon 
them. And now', on the ascending of t]ie| 
soldiers, there was a great conflici, ami many; 
actions of the hands and of tlie soul were ex- 
Itihited, while the Jews did earnestly cnde.i- 
vour, in the extreme danger they were in, 
not to show’ less courage than those who, 
without being in daitger, fought so stoutly 
against them ; nor did they leave struggling 
with the Romans till they either fell down 
dead themselves, or killed their antagonists. 
Hut the Jews grow weary with defending 
themselves continually, and had not enow' 
to come in their places to succour them, — 
while, on the side of the Romans, fresh men 
still succeeded those that were tired ; and 
still new men soon got upon llte machines 
for ascent, in the room of those that were 
thrust down ; those encouraging one another, 
and joining ‘side to side with their shields, 
ivhich were a protection to them, they bec.iuie 
a body of men not to he broken ; and as this 
baud ttirust away the Jews, as though they 
were themselves but one body, tliey began al- 
ready to get upon the wall. 

28. Then did Joseplius take necessity for 
lus counsellor in this utmost distress (w’hicli 
necessity is very sagacious in invention, when 
it is irritated by despair), and gave orders to 
pour scalding oil upon those whose sliicldsj 
protected them. Whereupon they soon got] 
it ready, being many that Inoiight it, and 
what they brought being a great quantity al- 
ao, and poured it on all sides upon the Ro- 


mans, and threw down upon them their ves- 
sels as they were still hissing from the heat 
of the fire : this so burnt the Romans, that 
it dispersed that united band, who now turn, 
bled down from the wall with horrid ]>ains, 
for the oil did easily run down the whole 
body from head to foot, under their entire 
armour, and fed upon their flesh like flame it- 
self, its fat and unctuous nature rendering it. 
soon heated and slowly cooled ; and as the 
men were cooped up in their head pieces and 
breast-plates, they could no way get free 
from this burning oil ; they could only leap 
and roll about in their pains, as they fell down 
from the bridges they had laid. And as they 
were thus, beaten back, and retired to their 
own party, wlio still pressed them forward, 
they were easily wounded by those that v\’ere 
behind them. 

29. However, in this ill success of the Ro. 
mans, their courage did not fail them, nor 
did the Jews want prudence to oppose tlioin ; 
for the Romans, although they saw their 
own men thrown down, and in a miserable 
condition, yet were they vehemently bent 
against those that poured the oil upon them, 
while every one reproaclied the man hefon 
him as a coward, and one that hindered liiin 
from exerting himself; and while the Jews 
made use of anolhei stratagem to prevent their 
ascent, and poured boilittg fenugreek upuii 
the boards, in order to n;ake thetn slip and 
fall down ; by which means neither could 
those that were coming up, nor those that 
were going down, stand on their feet ; hut 
some of them fell backward upon the ma- 
chines on w'hich they ascended, and weiv 
trodden upon ; many of them fell down on 
the bank they had raisoil, and when they 
were fallen upon it were ^dain by the Je\^s; 
for when the Romans could not keep Ilu ir 
feet, the Jews being freed from tight ing hand 
to hand, hatl leisure to tlirow their darts at 
them. So the general called oil those sol- 
diers in the evening that, liad sutlered so 
sorely, of wlioni the number of the slain was 
itot a few, while that of the wounded was 
still greater; Init of the jicople of Jotajiata no 
iiiorc than six men were hilij-d, altliougli 
more than three hundred wti\ carried oM 
w'ounded. J’his fight happened on thetwen- 
lietii day of the month Desius [Sivaii]. 

30. Ilereupon Vespasian comforted lii^! 
army on occasion of what had happened, and as 
he found them angry indeed, but rather want- 
ing somewhat to do than any farther exhorfa- 
tions, he gave orders to raise the hanks still 
higher, and to erect three towers, each fihy 
feel high, and that they should cover them 
with plates of iron on every side, that tiny 
might be both firm by their weight, and not 
easily liable to be set on fire. These towers 
he set upon the h.'inks, and placed upon them 
such as could slioot darts and arrows, with the 
lighter engines for throwing stones and dart*? 
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also ; and besi<les these, he set upon them the by their own friends, which quite broke their 
outest men among the slingers, who not be- spirits: and at last they died, cursing not the 
ing to be seen by reason of the height they | Romans, but their own citizens, till they were 
stood upon, and the battlements that protect- all destroyed, being in number twelve thou- 
ed them, might throw their we.ipons at those sand. So Trajan gathered that the city w'as 
that were upon the wall, and were easily seen empty of people that could fight, and although 
by them. Hereupon the Jews, not being there should a few of them be therein, he 
easily able to escape those darts that were supposed that they would be too timorous 
thrown down upon their heads, nor to avenge to venture upon any opposition ; so he resorv- 
thcmselvcs on those whom they could not sec, ed the taking of the city to the general. Ac- 
and perceiving that the height of tlic towers cordingly he sent messengers to Vespasian, 
was so great, that a dart which they threw and desired him to send his son Titus to fin- 
with their hand could hardly reach it, and that ish the victory he had gained. Vespasian 
iIjc iron plates about them made it very hard hereupon imagining there might be some 
to come at tliem by fire, they ran away from pains still necessary, sent bis son with an 
the walls, and fled hastily out of the city, and j army of five hundred horsemen, and one thou- 
fell upon those that shot at them. And thus Uaiid footmen. So he came quickly to the 
did the people of Jotapata resist the Romans,! city, and put his army in order, and set Tra- 
while a great number of them were every day , jau over the left wing, while he had the riglit 
killed, without their being able to retort the himself, and led them to the siege : and when 
evil upon their enemies; nor could they ; the soldiers brought ladders to be laid against 
keep them out of the city without danger to the wall on every side, the Galileans opposed 
themselves. them from above for a while; hut soon after- 

31. About this time it was that Vespasian ward they left the walls. Then did Titus’s 
sent out Trajan against a city called Japlui, men leap into the city, and seized upon it 
that lay near to Jolapata, and that desired in- presently; but when those that were in it 
novations, and was puded up with the unex- were gotten together, there was a fierce bat- 
pected length of the opposition of Jotapata. tie betw'ceu them ; for the men of power fell 
Tins Trajan was the commander of the tenth | upon the Romans in the narrow streets, and 
legion, and to him Vesiiasian committed one ■ tlic women threw whatsoever came next to 
thousand horsemen, and tw o thousand foot- ! hand at tltem, and sustained a fight with them 
men. When Trajan came to the city, hot for six hours* time; but when the figliting 
found it hard to 1)« taken, for besides the na- l men were spent, the rest of the multitude I)ad 


toral strength of its situation, it was also se- 
cured by a double w all ; l)ut when be saw 
the people of this dly coming out of it, and 
ready to fight lum, lie joined battle with 
them, and after a short resistance which they 
made, he pursued alter them ; and as they 


their throats cut, partly in the open air and 
partly in their own houses, both young and 
old together. So there were no males now 
remaining, besides infants, who wdth the w’o- 
men, were carried as slaves into captivity ; so 
that the .number of the slain, both now in the 


tle<l to tiieir first wall, the Romans folio W'ed i city and at the former fight, was fiftceji thou- 
them so closely, that they fell in together ! sand, and the captives were tw'O thousand 


with 0)tMU 
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their fellow-vitizens shut them out, 
afraid that tlie Romans would force 


but w hen the .Tews were endea- . one hundred and thirty. Tliis calamity be- 
et again within their second \.all, jfel the Galileans on the twenty-fifth day of 
:is being \ the month Desius [Sivan]. 

them- j 33. Nor did the Samaritans escai)e their 
selves in with them. It was certainly God, j share of misfortunes at this time ; for they as- 
therefoic, w lio brought tlie Romans to punish [ sembled themed ves together upon the inoun- 
the (,i.iliieaiu and did then expose the people ! t.ain called Geriz/.iin, which is with them a 
of the city every one of them manifesily to be holy mountain, and there they remained ; 
destroyed by their bloody enemies; for they ; which collection of thoirs, as well as the cour- 
fell upew the gates in great crowds, rnd ear- ! ageous minds they showed, could not but 
neslly cal' big to those that kept thew, and ! threaten somewhat of war ; nor were they ren- 
ihat by their names also, yoi had they their |dered wiser by the miseries that had come up- 
throats cut in the'vcT-y midst of llieir suppli- ion their neighbouring cities. They also, not- 
cations ; for the ..uemy shut the gates of the | withstanding the great success the Romans 
first wall, and their own citizens shut the gates had, marched on in an unreasonable inar..iier, 
of the second, so they were enclosed l)etvvceii depending on their own weakness, and were 
two walls, and were slaiii in great numbers [disposed for any tuimilc upon its first appear- 
together; many of tlicm were run tlirough ! ance. Vespasian therefore thought it best to 
by swords of their owu men, and many by ; prevent their motions, and to cut olf the foun- 
their own swords, besides an immense nuin. < ilation of ir attempts ; for although all Sa- 
ber that were slain by the Romans ; — nor had | maria had ever garrisons settled among them, 
they any courage to revenge themselves; for 'yet did the number of those that were come to 
there was added to the consternation they • mount Gerizzim, and their conspiracy to- 
were in from tho enemy, tlieir being betrayed J gether, give ground to fear wdiat tliey would 
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be at ; he therefore sent thither Ccrcalis, the 
connmander of the hfth legion, with six hun- 
dred horsemen and three thousand footmen, 
who did not think it safe to go up to the 
mountain and give them battle, because many 
of the enemy were on the higher part of the 
ground ; so he encompassed all the lower 
part of the mountain with his army, and 
watched them all that day. Now it happened 
that the Samaritans, who were now destitute 
of water, were inflamed with a violent heat 
(foritwas summer-time, and the multitude had 
not provided themselves with necessaries) in- 
somuch that some of them died that very day 
witli heat, while others of them preferred sla- 
very before such a death as that was, and fled 
to the Honi.-ms ; by whom Cerealis understood 
that those who still stayed there were very 
much broken by their misfortunes. So he 
went up to the mountain, and having placed 
his forces round about the enemy, be, in the 
first place, exliorlcd them to take the security 
of his right hand, and come to terms with him, 
and thereby save themselves ; and assured 
them, that if they would lay down their arms, 
he would secure them from any harm ; but 
when he could not prevail witlj them, he fell 
upon them and slew them all, being in number 
eleven thousand and six hundred. This was 
done on the twenty-seventh day of the month 
Desius [Sivan]. And these were the calami- 
ties that befel the Samaritans at this time. 

33. Hut as the people of Jotapata still held 
out manfully, and hore up under tiieir miseries 
beyond all that could be hoped for, on the forty- 
seventh day [of the siege] the banks cast up 
by the Romans were become higher than the 
wall ; on which day a certain deserter went 
to Vespasian, and told him, how few were left 
in the city, and how weak they were, and that 
they had been so worn out with perpetual 
watching, and also perpetual fighting, that they 
could not now oppose any force that came a- 
gainst them, and that they might he taken by 
stratagem, if any one w-oiild attack them ; for 
that about the last watcli of the night, when 
they thought they might have some rest from 
the hardsliips they were under, and when r. 
morning sleep used to come upon them, as 
they were thoroughly weary, he said the w-alch 
used to fall asleep; accordingly his advice 
was, that they should make tlieir attack at| 
that hour. Hut Vespasian had a suspicion 
about this deserter, as knowing how faithful 
the Jews were to one another, and how mucli 
they despised any punishments that could be 
inflicted on them ; this last, because one of 
the people of Jotapata had undergone all sorts 
of torments, and though they made him pass 
through a fiery trial of his enemies in his ex- 
amination, yet would he inform them nothing 
of the affairs w'ithin the city, and as he was 
crucified, smiled at them ! However, the pro- 
bability there was in the relation itself did 
partly confirm the truth of what the deserter 


told them, and they thought he might pro* 
bably speak the truth. However, Vespasian 
thought they should be no great suflerers if 
the report was a sham ; so he commanded 
them to keep the man in custody, and pre- 
pared the army for taking the city. 

34. According to which resolution they 
marched w'ithout noise, at the hour that had 
been told tliem, to the wall ; and it was Titus 
himself that first got upon it, with one of his 
tribunes, Domitiiis Sabinus, and had a few of 
the fifteenth legion along with him. So they 
cut the throats of tlie watch, and entered the 
city very quietly. After these came Cerealis 
the tribune, and Tlacidus, and led on tliose 
that were under them. Now when the cita- 
del was taken, and the enemy were in the 
very midst of the city, and when it was already 
day, yet was not the taking of the city known 
by those that held it ; for a great many of 
them were fast asleep, and a great mist, which 
then by chance fell upon the city, hindered 
those that got up from distinctly seeing the 
case they were in, till the whole Roman army 
vas gotten id tliey we .‘d ip only 

to find the miseries they were under; and 
they were slaying, they perceived the city was 
taken. And for the Romans, they so well re- 
membered what they had suflered during the 
siege, that they spared none, nor pitied any 
but drove the people down the precipice 
from the citadel, and slew’ them as they drovs 
them down; at which time the difticnities of 
the place hindered those that were still able 
to fight from defending themselves; for as 
they were distressed in tlie narrow streets, and 
could not keep tJ.eii* feet sure along the pre 
cipice, tliey w ere overpowered w ith the crowd 
of those that came fighting them down from 
the citadel. This provoked u great many, 
even of those chosen men that were about 
Josephus, to kill tliemsehes with their own 
j hands ; for when they saw that they could kill 
none of the Romans, they resolved to prevent 
being killed by the Romans, and got logetlu r 
ill great luimlujrs, in the utmost parts of lln! 
cit), and killed iheniselves. 

3J. However, such of the watch as at the 
first perceived they were taken, and ran away 
I as fast as they could, went up into one of the 
I towers on the north side of the city, and for 
a while defended themselves there; but as 
they were cneompassed wdtli a multitude of 
enemies, they tried to use 'their right hands 
w hen it was too laU*, and at length they cheer- 
fully offered their necks to be cut off by tliose 
that stood over them. And the Romans might 
have boasted that the conclusion of that siegv 
was without blood lOo their side], if there had 
not been a centurion, Antonins, who was shun 
at the taking of the city. His death was oc- 
casioned by the following treachery ; for there 
was one of those that were fled into the ca- 
verns, which were a great number, who de- 
sired that this Antonius would reach him h** 
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right hand for his security, and would assure 
luin that he would preserve him, and give him 
his assistance in getting up out of the cavern ; 
accordingly, he incautiously reached him his 
right hand, when the other man prevented 
liim, and stabbed him under his loins with a 
spear, and killed him immediately. 

36. And on this day the Romans slew all 
the multitude that appeared openly ; but on 
the following days they searched the hiding- 
places, and fell ujjon those that were under 
<iround, and in the caverns, and went thus 
through every age, excepting the infants and 
the women, and of these there w ere gathered 
together as captives twelve hundred ; and as 
for those that were slain at the taking of the 
city, and in the former fights, they were num- 
bered to be forty thousand. So Vespasian 
gave order tliat the city should be entirely de- 
molished, and all the fortifications burnt down. 
And thus was Jotapata taken, in the thir- 
teenth year of the reign of Nero, on the first 
day of the month Paneinus [Tamuz]. 


CHAPTER VIll. 

now JOSEPHUS WAS DISCOVERED BY A WOMAN 
\ND W AS WILLING TO DELIVER HIMSELF UP 
TO THE ROMANS; AND WHAT DISCOURSE HE 
HAD WITH HIS OWN MEN, WHEN THEY T:N 
DKAVOURED TO HINDER HIM ; AND WTIAT 
HE SAID TO VESPASIAN, WHEN HE W'AS 
BROUGHT TO HIM ; AND AFTER WHAT MAN- 
NER VESPASIAN USED HIM AFTERWARDS. 

§ 1. And now the Romans searched for Jo- 
sophus, both out of the hatred they bore him 

!iiul because their general was very desirou- 
to bar him taken ; for he reckoned tliat if In 
were once taken, the greatest part of the wa 
would be ovei'. Tliey then searched amon. 
the dead, and looked into the most conccalei 
recesses of the city ; but as the city was firs: 
taken, he was assisted by a certain superna- 
tural providence ; for he %viihdrew himsel 
from the enemy when he was in the midst oi 
them, and leaped into a certain deep pit, 
whereto there adjoined a large den at oncsid 
of it, whicli den could not be seen by thos 
that were above ground ; and here he ni' 
with forty persons of eminence that had con- 
cealed themselves, «nd with provisions enoU;^ 
to satisfy them for not a few days. So in tli 
day-time he hid himself from the enemy, wli 
had seized upon all places ; and in the nigh 
time he got up out of the den, and lookec 
about for some way of escaping, and took ex 
act notice of the watch ; but as all places wen 
guarded everywhere on his account, that then 
was no way of getting off’ unseen, he weni 
down again into the den. Thus he concealec 
himself two days ; but on the third day, whe. 
they had taken a woman who had been witl 
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lem, he was discovered. Whereupon Vespa- 
an sent immediately and zealously two tri. 
unes, Paulinus and Gallicaniis, and ordered 
lern to give Josephus their riglit hands as a 
ccurity for his life, and to exhort him to 
ome up. 

2. So they came and invited the man to 
ome up, and gave him assurances that his liie 
iiould be preserved ; but they did not prevail 
vith him ; for he gathered suspicions from the 
•robability theie was that one w ho had done 
o many things against the Romans must suf- 
‘cr for it, though, not from the mild temper 
f those that invited him. However, he was 
.fraid that he w'as invited to come up, in order 
o be punislied, until Vespasian sent besides 
hese a third tribune, Nicanor, to him ; lit 
as one that was well known to Josephus, and 
lad been bis familiar acquaintance in old 
imc. When lie was come, he enlarged upon 
he natural mildness of the Romans tow'ards 
[lose they have once conquered ; and told 
im, that he had behaved himself so valiantly, 
.hat the commanders rather admired than hau 
:‘d him ; that the general was very desirous to 
tiave him brouglit to him, not in order to pu- 
nish him, for that he could do though he 
should not come voluntarily, but that he was 
determined to preserve a man of his courage. 
He moreover added this, that Vespasian, had 
\io been resolved to impose upon liim, would 
not have sent to him a friend of his own, nor 
put the fairest colour upon the vilest action, 
i)y pretending friendship and meaning perfi- 
cliousness ; nor would he have himself acquU 
csced, or come to him, liad it been to deceive 
lim. 

3. Noiv, as Josephus began to hesitate with 
himself about Nicanor’s proposal, the soldiery 
.ere so angry, that they ran hastily to set fire 
to the de-n ; but the tribune would not permit 
them so to do, as being very desirous to take 
the man alive. And now, as Nicanor lay hard 
at Josephus to comply, and he understood 
how the multitude of the enemy threatened 
him, he called lo mind the dreams which he 
had dreamed in the night-time, whereby God 
had signified to him beforehand both the fu- 
ture calamities of the Jews, and the events 
that concerned tlie Roman emperors. Now 
Josephus was able to give shrewd conjectures 
about the interpretation of such dreams as 
have been ambiguously delivered by God. 
Moreover, he was not unacquainted with the 
prophecies contained in the sacred books, as 
being a priest himself, and of the posterity of 
priests : and just then was he in an ecstacy ; 
and setting before him the tremendous images 
of the dreams he had lately had, he put up a 
secret prayer to God, and said , —§ ** Since it 
pleaseth thee, who hast created the Jewish 
nation, lo depress the same, and since all their 
good fortune is gone over to the Romans ; 
and since thou hast made choice of this soul 
of imne to foretel what is to come to pas 
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hereafter, 1 willingly give them my hands, 
•lud am content to live. And I protest open- 
. y, that 1 do not go over to tlie Romans as a 
deserter of the Jews, but as a minister from 
thee.’* 

4. When he had said this, he complied with 
Nicaiior's invitation. But when those Jews 
who had fled with him, understood that he 
yielded to those that invited him to come up, 
they came about him in a body, and cried out, 
“ Nay, indeed, now may the laws of our fore- 
fathers, which God ordained himself, well 
groan to purpose; that God we mean who 
hath created the souls of the Jews of such a 
temper, that they despise death. O Josephus ! 
qrt thou still fond of life; and canst thou 
bear to see the light in a state of slavery ? How 
soon hast thou forgotten thyself! How many 
hast tliou persuaded to lose their lives for 
liberty ! Thou hast therefore had a false re- 
putation for manhood, and a like false repu- 
tation for wisdom, if thou canst hope for pre- 
servation from tlioso against whom thou hast 
fought so zealously, and art however willing 
to be preserved l)y thorn, if they be in earnest. 
But although the good fortune of the Rt>- 
mans hath made thee forget thyself, we ought 
to take care that the glory of our forefathers 
may not be tarnished. We will lend thee 
our right hand aiul a sword; and if thou wilt 
die willingly, thoo wilt die as general of the 
Jews; but if iiiiwilliiigly, thou wilt die as a 
traitor to them.” As soon as they said this, 
they began to thrust their swords at him, and i 
threatened they would kill him, if he thought ! 
of yieldijig himself to the Romans. 

5. U})on this, Josephus was aiVaid of their 
attacking him, and yet tliought he should 
be a betrayer of the commands of God if he 
died before they were delivered. So he be- 
gan to Uilk like a philosopher to them in the 
distress he was then in, when he said thus to 
them : — “ O my friends, why are we so ear- 
nest to kill ourselves? and why do we set our 
soul and body, which are such dear compan- 
ions, at such variance ? Can any one pretend 
that I am not the man I was formerly ? Nay, 
the Romans are sensible how that matter 
stands well enough. It is a brave thing to 
<lie in war; but so that it he accordingtu the 
law of war, by the hand of conquerors. If, 
therefore, I avoid death from the sword of 
the Romans, I am truly worthy to be killed 
by my own sword, and my own hand ; hut if 
they admit of mercy, and would spare their 
enemy, how much more ought we to have 
mercy upon ourselves, and to spare ourselves I 
for it is certainly a foolish thing to do that to 
ourselves which we quarrel with them for do- 
ing to us. 1 coiifts:, freely, that it is a brave 
thing to die for liberty ; but st;ll so that it be 
in war, and done by those who take that li- 
berty from us ; but at present »jur enemies do 
neither meet us in battle, nor do they kill us. 
Now, he is equally a coward who will not die 
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when he is obliged to die, and he who will 
die when he is not obliged so to do. What 
are we afraid of, when we will not go up to 
the Romans ? Is it death ? If so, what w e arc 
afraid of, wlicn wc but sur-jicct our enemies 
will inflict it on ns, shall ^vc? iiiflict it on our- 
selves for certain ? But it may be said, wo 
must be slaves. And are we then in a clear 
state of liberty at present? It may also he 
sahl, that it is a manly act for one to kill him- 
self. No, certainly, but a most unmanly one; 
as I should esteem that pilot to be an arrant 
cowarti who, out of fear of a storm, should 
sink his ship of his ow'n accord. Now, self- 
murder is a crime most remote from the com- 
mon nature of all anin'.als, and an instam.o 
of impiety against God our Creator : nor in- 
deed is there any animal that dies by its 
own contrivance, or by its own nieaiis ; for 
the desire of life is a law engraven in tin 
all ; on which account deem those that 
openly fake it away from us to be our ( 
mies, c.nd those tliat do it hy treachery, are 
punished for so doinp , And do nut you 
think taKit God is very angry vvljcn a tnan 
does injury to what he heth bestow ed on him ? 
for from him it is that we have received tujr 
being; and we ought to leave it to his dis- 
posal to take that bciiig away from us. The 
bodies of all men are indeed mortal, and are 
created out of corru])fihle matter; but the 
soul is ever immortal, and is a portion of the 
Divinfy that inhabits our bodies. Besides, 
if any one destroys or abuses a deposituin lie 
liath received from a mere man, In 
e«l a wicked and perlidious person ; but ilieii 
if any one east out of his body this divine 
tit'poiilum, cun we imagine that he who is 
there affronted does not know of it. IMorc- 
ovi-r, our law’ justly Oid.u'ns, that slaves who 
nin away from their master shall be punished, 
though the m.isters they ran away from may 
have been wicked masters to them. And 
sh.ill we endeavour to run away from G'ml, 
who is the best of all masleis, and not. tliink 
ourselvi . iiighiy guilty of impiety ? Do net 
you know that those who depart oni ef 
this life, according to the law of nature, and 
p.'iy that debt w liich was received I’roin God, 
v\hen he that lent it us is pleased to require 
it back, tnjoy eternal fame ? that their hour’s 
and their posterity are sure, that their sunis 
.are pure and obedient, and ol)tain a most ho- 
ly place in heaven, from whence, in the te- 
volution of ages, they are ag.vin sent into pure 
bodies; while the souls of tliose vv’nose hands 
have acted madly against themselves, are re- 
ceived hy the darkest place in Hades, ami 
while God, who is their father, punishes 
those that ofl’end against either of them ia 
their posterity ? for which reason God bales 
such doings, and the crime is punished by 
our most wise legislator. Accordingly uiir 
laws determine, that the bo<lies of such ua 
kill themselves should be exposed till tJ*** 
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sun be set, without burial, although at the 
sfttiie time it be allowed by them to be lawful 
to buiy our enemies [sooner]. The laws of 
other nations also enjoin such men’s hands 
to be cut oil’ when they arc dead, which had 
been made use of in destroying them- 
selves when alive, while they reckoned that 
as the body is alien from the soul, so is the 
hand alien from the body. It h therefore, 
my friends, a right thing to reason justly, and 
not add to the calamities which men bring 
upon us, impiety towards our Creator. If 
we have a mind to preserve ourselves, let us 
do it ; for to be preserved by those our ene- 
mies, to whom we have given so many de- 
monstrations of our courage, is no way in. 
glorious ; but if we have a mind to die, it is 
good to die by the hand of those that have 
conquered us. For my part, 1 will not run 
over to our enemies* quarters, in order to be 
a traitor to myself; for certainly 1 should 
tlicn be much more foolish than those that 
deserted to the enemy, since they did it, in 
order to save themselves, and I should do it 
for my own destruction. However, I hearti- 
ly wish the Romans may prove treacherous 
in this matter : for if, after their oiler of their 
right hand for security, I be slain by them, I 
shall die cln’erfully, and carry away with me 
the sense of their perfidiousness, as a conso- 
lation greater than victory itself.” 

6. Now these and many the like motives 
Old Jos(?phus use to these men, to prevent 
their murdering themselves ; but desperation 
had shut their ears, as having long ago devot- 
ed themselves to die, and they were irritated at 
Josephus. They then ran upon him with their 
swords in their hands, one from one quarter, j 
ami anotlter from auoilier, and calledliiin a cow- | 
ard, and every one of them appeared openly ' 
as if were ready to smite him ; but, he call- 1 
ing to one of them by name, and looking j 
like a general to another, and taking a third 1 
by tile hand, and making a fourth ashamed of 
himself, by praying him to forbear, and being 
in this i ondition distracted with various pas- 
sions (as he 'veil might in the great distress 
he was then in), he kept oil’ everyone of their 
swords from killing him, and was forced to 
do like such wild beasts as are encompassed 
about on every side, who always turn them- 
selves against those that last touched them. 
Nay, some of their right hands were debili- 
tated by the rcvei^-'iicc they bare to their ge- 
neral ill these his fatal calamities, and their 
swords dropped out of their hands ; and not 
a few of them there were, who, when they 
aimed to smite him with their swords, wese not 
thoroughly either willing or able to do it. 

7. However, in this extreme distress, he 
was not destitute of his usual sagacity ; but 
trusting himself to the providence of God, he 
put his life into hazard [in the manner fol- 
lowing] ; — ** And now,” said he, ** since it 
is resolved among you that you M'ill die. 
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come on, let us commit our mutual deaths to 
determination by lot. He whom the lot falls 
to first, let him be killed by him that hath the 
second lot, and thus fortune shall make its 
progress through us all; nor shall any of us 
perish by his own right hand, for it would be 
unfair if, when the rest arc gone, somebody 
should repent and save himself.” This pro- 
posal appeared to them to be very just ; and 
when he had prevailed with them to determine 
this matter by lots, he drew one of the lots for 
himself also. He who had the first lot laid 
his neck bare to him that had the next, as 
supposing that the general would die among 
them imihediately ; for they thought death, 
if Josephus might but die with them, was 
sweeter than life ; yet was he with anothet 
left to the last, whether we must say it hap- 
pened so by chance, or whether by the provi- 
dence of God : and as he was very desirous 
neither to be condemned by the lot, nor, if he 
had been left to the last, to imbrue his right 
hand in the blood of bis countryman, he per- 
suaded hill to trust his fidelity to liim, and to 
live as wel as himself. 

3. 'riiua Josephus escaped in the war with 
the Romans, and in this his owm war with 
his friends, and was led by Nicanor to Vespa- 
sian i but now all the Homans ran together 
to sec him, and as the multitude pressed one 
upon another about tlieir general, there was 
a tumult of a various kind; while some re- 
joiced that Josephus was taken, and some 
threatened him, and some crowded to see him 
very near; but those that were more remote 
cried out to have this their enemy put to 
death, while those that were near called to 
mind the actions he had done, and a deep 
concern appeared at the change of his fortune. 
Nor were there any of the Roman command- 
ers, how much soever they liad been enrag- 
ed at him before, but relented when they 
came to the siglit of him. Above all the rest, 

; Titus’s own valour, and Josephus's own pa- 
tience under his atHiclions, made him pity 
[him, as did als ' the commiseration of his age, 

I when he recalled to mind that but a little 
I while ago he was fighting, but lay now in the 
I hands of his enemies, wiiich made him con- 
sider the power of fortune, and how quick is 
the turn of afi'airs in war, and how no state 
jof men is sure; for which reason he then 
made a great many more to be of the same 
pitiful temper with himself, and induced them 
to commiserate Josephus. He was also of 
great weight in persuading his father to pre- 
serve him. However, Vespasian gave strict 
orders that he should be kept with great cau- 
tion, as though he would, in a very little time, 
send him t:> Nero. 

9. When Josephus heard him give those 
orders, he said that he had somewhat in his 
mind that he would willingly say to himself 
alone. When therefore they were all ordered 
j to withdraw, excepting Titus and two of their 
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friends, he said, “ Thou, O Vespasian, think- rea, wbitfh lay by the sea-siile. This was a 
est no more than that thou liast taken Jose- very great city of Judea, and for the greatest 
phus himself captive ; but I come to thee as part inhabited by Greeks ; the citizens here 
a messenger of greater tidings ; for had not received botli the Roman army and its gene- 
1 been sent by God to thee, 1 knew what was ral with all sorts of acclaniations and rejoic- 
the law of the Jews in this case,* and how it ings, and this partly out of the good-will tht’y 
becomes generals to die. Dost thou send me bore to the Romans, but principally out of the 
to Nero ? For why ? Are Nero’s successors hatred they bore to those that were conquered 
till they come to thee still alive? Thou, O by them; on which account they came cla- 
Vespasian, art Ca'sar and emperor, thou, and mouring against Josephus in crowds, and dc, 
this thy son. Rind me now still faster, and sired he might be put to death ; but Vespasian 
keep me for thyself, for thou, O Caesar, art passed over this petition concerning him, as 
not only lord over me, but over the land and oflfered by the injudicious multitude, with a 
the sea, and all mankind ; and certainly I de- bare silence. Two of the legions also he 
serve to be kept in closer custody than 1 am placed at Cesarca, that they ntight there take 
now in, in order to be punished, if I rashly their winter-quarters, as perceiving the city 
affirm any thing of God.” When he had said very fit for such a purpose ; but he i)laccd the 
this, Vespasian at present did not believe him, tenth and the fifth at Scythopolis, that he 
but supposed that Josephus said this as a cun- might not distress Cesarea with the entire 


ning trick, in order to his own preservation ; 
but in a little time he was convinced, and bc-| 
lieved what he said to bo true, God himself j 
erecting his expectations, so as to think of j 
obtaining the empire, and by other signs fore- 
showing his advancement. He also found 
Josephus to have spoken truth on other occa- 
sions ; for one of those friends that were pre- 
sent at that secret conference, said to Jose- 
phus, “ I cannot but wonder how thou couUl- 
est not forctel to the people of Jotapat.a that 
they should be taken, nor couldest forctel this 
captivity which hath happened to thyself, un- 
less what thou now sayest be a vain thing, in 
‘)rder to avoid the rage that is risen against 
thyself.” To which Josephtis replied, 1 
did foretel to the people of Jotnpata that they 
would be taken on the forty-seventh day, and 
that I should be caught alive by the Romans.” 
Now when Vespasian had inquired of the cap- 
tives privately about these predictions, he 
foiind them to be true, and then he began to 
believe those that concerned himself. Yet 
did he not set Josephus at liberty from his 
bands, but bestowed on him suits of clothes, 
and other precious gifts ; lie treated him also 
in a very obliging manner, and continued so 
to do, Titus still joining his interest in the 
honours that were done him. 


CHAPTER IX. 

now JOPPA WAS TAKEN, AND TIBElllAS DEI.I- 
VEar.D UP. 

§ 1. Now Vespasian returned to Ptolemais 
on the fourth day of the month Panemus 
[Tamuz], and from thence he came to Cesa- 

• I do not know where to find the iaw of Moses iierc 
./lentioned by Josephus, .-nitl afterwards by Kleaxar. b. 
vii, ch. viii, sect. 7, and almost iinpbed in b. i, ch. xill, I 
sect. 10, by Josephns’s commendation of Phasaelus for 
doing so; 1 mean whereby Jewish generals and ih.'OuIc 
were obliged to kill themselves, rathi r than go into sla- 
very under .ncathens. ’ loubt this would have been no 


army. Tliis place was warm, even in winter, 
as it was siifVocating Iiot in the summer-iim 
by reason of its situation in a j)lain, and i 
to the sea [of Galilee\ 

2. In the mean time there were gathered 
together, as well such as had seditiously got 
out from among their enemies as those that 
had escaped out of the demolisljed cities, 
which were in all a great number, and repair 
ed Joppa, which had been left desolate by 
Cestius, that it might serve them for a place 
of refuge ; and becauEO the adjoining region 
had been laid waste in the war, and was not 
capable of supporting I’hem, they determined 
to go ofl' to sea. They also built ihemsclvcs 
a great many piratical ships, and turned pi 
rates upon the seas near to Syria, and Phttini 
cia, and Egypt, and made those seas unnavi- 
gable to all men. Now as soon as Vespasian 
knew of their conspiracy, he sent both foot- 
men and horsemen to Joppa, which was un- 
guarded in tliu night-time; however, those 
that were in it perceived lh.it they should he 
attacked, and were afraid of it ; yet did they 
not endeavour to keep the Romans out, hut 
lied to tiieir shijis, and lay at sea all niglit, 
out of the reach of their darts. 

3. Nuw^Joppa is not naturally a haven, 
for it ends in a rough shore, where all the 
rest of it is straight, but the two ends hend 
towards each other, where there are deep 
precipices, and great stones that jet out into 
the sea, and where the chains wherewith An- 
droinetla was bound have left their footsteps, 

[which attest to the antiquity of that fable* 

I but the north wind ojipo.ses and beats upon, 
the shore, and dashes mighty waves agains.t 
the rocks which receive them, and renders 
the haven more dangerous lhau the country 
they had deserted. Now as those people ol 
I Joppa w'crc flf)ating about in this sea, in the 
morning there fell u violent wind upon them; 

Iwtter than *• »cIf-TOurtlcr and I believe it was rather 
some vain doclrino, or Interpretation, of the rigid 1 
risees,or F.sscnes, or llorodians, than a just conseqvieiic*? 
from any law of God delivered by Moses* 
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it is called by those that sail there ** the black 
north wind,’* and there dashed their ships one 
against another, and dashed some of them 
against the rocks, and carried many of them 
by force, while they strove against the oppo- 
site w’avcs, into the main sea ; for the shore 
was so rocky, and had so many of the enemy 
upon it, that they were afraid to come to 
land ; nay, the waves rose so very high, that 
they drowned them ; nor was there any place 
whither they could fly, nor any w'ay to save 
themselves : while they were thrust out of the 
sea, by the violence of the wind, if they staid 
where they were, and out of the city by the vio- 
lence of the Romans; and much lamentation 
there was when the ships were dashed against 
one another, and a terrible noise when they 
were broken to pieces ; and some of the mul- 
titude that were in them were covered with 
the waves, and so perished, and a great many 
were embarrassed with shipwrecks; but some 
of them thought, that to die hy their own 
swords w'as lighter than hy the sea, and so 
they killed themselves before they were 
drowned ; although the greatest part of them 
>vere carried by the waves, atid dashed to 
pieces against the abrupt paits of the rocks, 
insomuch that the sea was bloody a long way, 
and the maritime parts were full of dead bo- 
dies; for the Romans came upon those that 
were carried to the shore, and destroyed them ; 
and the number of the bodies that wore thus 
throw’u out of the sea was four thousand and 
two hundred. riic Romans also took the 
riiv without opp(>dtioii, and utterly destroyed 
it. 

4. And thus was Joppa taken twice by the 
Romans lu a little time; but Vespasian, in 
order t(' prevent these pirates from coming 
tbii’ v^r any more, erected a camp tlicre, where 
the citadel of Jojipa had been, and left a body 
of horse in it, with a few footmen ; that these 
lasL inighi stay there and guard the camp, 
and the horsemen might sjtoil the country 
that lay round it, and might destroy the neigh- 
bouring vill iges and smaller cities. So these 
troops overran the country, as they were or- 
deretl to do, .'ml every day cut to pieces and 
laid desolate the whole region. 

5. Hut mivv, wdien the late of Jotapata was 
related at Jeru.salem, a great many at the first 
disbelieved it, on account of the vastiiess of 
the calamity, .. al because they had no eye- 
witness to attest'the truth of wliat was related 
about it ; for not one person was saved to be 
a messenger of that m-ws, but a fame was 
spread abroad at random that the city was 
taken, as such fame usually spreads bad news 
about. However, the truth was known by 
degrees, from the places near Jotapata, and 
appeared to all to be loo true. Yet were 
there fictitious stoiies added to what was 
really done ; for it was reported that Josephus 
was slain at the taking of the city ; which 
piece of news fill< il Jerusalem full of sorrow. 
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In every house also, and among all to whom 
any of the slain were allied, there was a la- 
mentation for them; but the mourning foi 
the commander was a public one ; and some 
mourned for tlmse that had lived with them, 
others for their kindted, others for their 
friends, and others for their brethren, but all 
mourned for Josephus ; insomuch that the 
lamentation did not cease in the city before 
the thirtieth day ; and a great many hired 
mourners,* with their pipes, who should be- 
gin the melancholy ditties for them. 

(7. But as the (ruth came out in time, it 
appeared how the affairs of Jotapata really 
stood; yet it was found that the death of Jo- 
sephus was a fiction ; and when tliey under- 
stood that he alive and was among the 
Romans, and that the commaiideiK treated 
him at another rate than they treated cap- 
tives, they were as vehemently angry at him 
now as they had shown their good-will be- 
fore, when he appeared to have been dead. 
He was also abused by some as having been 
a coward, and by others as a deserter; and 
the city was full of indignation at him, anti of 
reproaches cast upon him ; their rage was al- 
so aggravatctl by their afilictiuns, and more 
inflamed hy their ill success; and what usual- 
ly becomes an occasion of caution to wise 
men, 1 mean affliction, became a spur to them 
to ventiiie on f.u iher calamities, and the eru\ 
of one misery became still the beginning «)f 
another ; they thcrefV)re resolveil to fall on 
the Romans the more vehemently, as resolv- 
ing to be revenged on him in n venging them- 
selves on the Romans. And this was the 
state of Jerusalem as to (he troubles which 
now came upon it. 

7. But Vespasian, in order to see the king- 
dom of Agrippa, while the king persuaded 
himself so to ilo (partly, in order to his treat- 
ing the general and his army in the best and 
most splendid manner his private affairs won Id 
enable him to do, and partly that he might, 
hy their inea;.s, correct such things as were 
amiss in his government), he removed from 
that Cesarea which was by the sea-side, and 
went to that which is called Cesarea Phi- 
lippi ;j* and there he refreshed his army for 
twenty days, and was himself feasted by king 
Agrippa, where he also returned public thanks 
to God for tlie good -uccess he had had in his 
undertakings. But as as he was in- 

formed that Tiberias w'as fond of innovations, 
and that Taricheat had revolted, both which 
cities were parts of the kingdom of Agrippa, 
and was satisfied w'ithin himself that the Jews 
were everywhere perverted [from their obe- 

*■ These puWie mourners, hired upon the siiptH^sed 
deatli of Josephus, and the real death of many more, 
illustrate some passages in Uie Bible, wliieh suppose 
Uio same custom, as Mat. xii, 17; where the reader 
may consult the notes of Grotius. 

1 of this I'esarea Philippi, twice mentioned in our 
New Testament (Mat. xvi, 13; MarK viii, 27), therf 
arc coins stUl extant, os Sjtanheim here informs mt. 

2 U 
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dience to their governors], he thought it sea* them to cotiiiuo at Tiberias, so tJiey ran awny 
sonable to make an expedition against those to Taricheae. The next day Vespasian sent 
cities, and that for the sake of Agrippa, and Trajan before, with some horsemen to the 
in order to bring his cities to reason. So he citadel, to make trial of the multitude, whe 
sent away his son Titus to [the other] Cesarea, ther they were all disposed for peace ; and as 
that he might bring the army that lay there to soon as he knew that the people were of the 
Scythopolis, whicli is tlie largest city of Deca- same mind with the petitioner, he took his 
polis, and in the neiglibourhood of Tiberiiis, army, and went to the city ; upon which the 
whither he came, and where he waited for his citizens opened to him their gates, and met 
son. He tlien came with three legions, and him with acclamations of joy, and called him 
pitched his camp thirty furlongs off Tiberias, their saviour and benefactor. But as the army 
at a certain station easily seen by the innova- was a great while in getting in at the gates, 
tors ; it is named Sennabris. He also sent tliey were so narrow', Vespasian commanded 
Valerian, a decuiion, with fifty horsemen, to the south wall to be broken down, and so 
s}>eak peaceably to those that were in the city, made a broad passage for their entrance, 
and to exhort them to give him assurances of However, lie charged them to abvStain from 
their fidelity ; for he had heard that the peo- rapine and injustice, in order to gratify the 
pie were desirous of peace, but were obliged king; and on his account spared the rest of 
by some of the seditious part to join with the wall, while the king undertook for them 
them, and so were forced to fight for them, that they should continue [faitliful to the Ro- 
When Valerian had marched up to the place, mans] for the time to come. And thus did 
and was near the wall, he allighted off his he restore tins city to a quiet state, after it 
horse, and made those that wtMe with him do had been grievously afflicted by the sedition, 
the same, that they might not be thought to 
come to ^ki^lnish with them ; but before they 
could come to a discourse one w ith another, 

the most potent men among tlie seditious CHAPTER X. 

made a sally upon them armed ; their leader 

was one whose name w’as Jesus, the son of HOW TARicii£.<i;: was TAKEN, a description 
dhaphat, the principal head of a band of rob- OF THE lliVKll JORDAN, AND OF The COUN 

bers. Now Valerian, ncitiier thinking it safe TRY OF gennesaretil 

to fight contrary to the commands of the ge- 
neral, though l>e "ere secure of a victory, and ^ J. And now Vespasian pitched his canj|. 
knowing llr.it it was a very fiazardous under- between this city and Turiclieie, hut fortifieil 
taking for a few to fight with many, for those his camp more strongly, as suspecting that he 
that were unprovided to tight those that were sliould be forced to stay there, and have a 
ready, and being on of tier accounts surprised ! long war; for all the innovators had gotten 
at this unexpected on, set of the Jews, he ran ' together at Tariche.e, tis relying upon the 
away on foot, as did five of the rest in like • strength of the city, and on the lake that lay 
manner, and left llicir liorses behind them ; i by it. This lake is called by the people of 
which horses Jesus led aw ay into the city, and ' the country the of (n'nnt sart lh. Tlie 

rejoiced as if they had taken them in battle, ! city itself is situate'' like Tiberias, at the bot- 
and not by lieaclicry. j tom of a mountain ; and on tlio.-e sides which 

8. Now the seniors of the people, and such I arc not washed by the sea, had fieen strongly 
as were of principal authority among them, . fortificil by .Josephus, though not so strongly 
fearing what would be the issue of this matter, j as Tiberias; for the wall of Tiberias had been 
fled to the caiup of the llornans ; they then built at the beginning of the Jew's’ revolt, 
took their king along witli them, and fell j when he had great jilenty of money, and great 
down bel’ore Vespasian, to supplicate his fav- ; power, but 'raiichfe p.trtook only tJie rcniaini 
our, and besought l)im not to overlook them, J of that liberality. Yet bad they a great nuni- 
nortoimpute thernadnessof a few tothe whole | her of ships gotten ready upon tlie lake, that 
city, to spare a people that had been ever civil ; in case they were heaferi at land, they might 
and obliging to the Romans ; but to bring the j retire to them ; and they were so fitted up, 
authors of this revolt to due punishment, who i that they might undertake a* sca-figlit also, 
had hidicrto so watched them, that tliough ; But as the Romans were building a wall a- 
they were zealous to give them the security of bout their camp, Jesus and liis party were 
iheir right hands of a long time, yet could they neither aiJrighted at their iiuinbcr nor at the 
not accomplish the same. Witli those suppli- ' good order they were in, but made a sally 
cations the general complied, although he upon tlicm ; and at the very first onset tlie 
were very angry at tl.c wiiol* city about the . builders of the wall were dispersed ; and these 
carrying off Ids hoi-.es, and this because he , pulled what little they bad before built to 
saw tliat Agrippa was uiuler a great concern pieces ; but as soon as they saw the armed 
forthem. So when Vespasian and Agrippa bad men getting together, and before they had 
accepted of their right hands by way of securi - 1 suffered any thing themselves, they retired to 
ly Jesus and I is party thought it not safe for, their own men. But then the Romans pur- 
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sued them, and drove them into their ships, merous armies are more hurt by themselves 
where they launched out as far as might give than by their enemies. It is boldness and 
them an opportunity of reaching the Romans rashness, the effects of madness, that conduct 
with what they threw at them, and then cast of tlie Jews. Those passions indeed make a 
anchor, and brought their ships close, as in a great figure when they succeed, but are quite 
lino of battle, and thence fought the enemy j extinguished upon the least ill success ; but we 
from the sea, who were themselves at land. I are led on by courage, and obedience, and 
But Vespasian hearing that a great multitude ! fortitude, which shows itself indeed in our 
of them were gotten together in the plain that | good fortune, but still does not for ever de- 
was before the city, he thereupon sent his j sort us in our ill fortune. Nay, indeed, your 
son, with six hundred chosen horsemen to ' fighting is to be on greater motives than those 
disperse them. ! of the Jews; for although they run the ha. 

2. But when Titus perceived that the cne-jzard of war for liberty, and for tlieir country, 
my was very numerous, he sent to his father, ! yet what can be a greater motive to us than 
and informed him that he should want more 'glory ? and that it may never be said, that af. 
forces. But tis he saw a great many of* the | ter we have got dominion of the habitable 
horsemen eager to fight, and that before any earth, the Jews are able to confront us. We 
succours could come to them, and that yet must also reflect upon this, that tliere is no 
some of them were privately under a sort of! fear of our sufFering any incurable disaster in 
consternation at the multitude of the Jews, the present case ; for those that are ready to 
he stood in a place whence he might be heard, i assist us are many, and at hand also ; vet it is 
and said to them, “ My brave Romans! fori in oiir power to seize uj)on this victory our- 
it is right for me to put you in mind of what | selves; and I think we ought to prevent the 
nation you are, in the beginning of my speech, | coming of those my father is sending to us 
that so you may not be ignorant who you arc, j for our assistance, that our success may be pe- 
and who they are against whom we are going jculiar to ourselves, and of greater reputation 
to fight. For a:i to us, Romans, no part ofi to us ; and I cannot but think this an oppor- 
the habitable earth hath beett able to escape ; tunity wherein my father, and I, and you, 

shall be all put to the trial, whether he be 
w'orthy of his former glorious performances, 


our hands hitherto ; but as for the Jews, tliat 
I may speak of them too, though they have 
h(*en already beaten, yet do they not give up 
the cause; and a sad thing it would be for us 
lo grow weary under good success, when they 
bear up under their misfortunes. As to the 
ilacrity which you show publicly, I see it, 
and rejoice at it ; yet am I afraid lest the 
uuiltiuide of the enemy should bring a con- 
tealed fright upon some of you ; let such a 
one consider again, who we are that are lo 
liglit : and who those are against whom we are 
to fi^i ’. Now these Jews, though they be very { 


whether I be his sou in reality, and whether 
you be really my soldiers; fnr it is usual for 
iny father to conquer ; and for myself, 1 
should tiot bear tin; thoughts of returning to 
l>im if I were once taken by the enemy ; and 
how will you be able to avoid being ashamed, 
if you do not shew equarl courage with your 
commander, when he goes before you into 
danger? For you know very well that 1 shall 
go into the danger first, and make the first 
alt.ack upon the enemy. Do not you there- 


hold an<l g'''*at (lesj)isersof dentil, arebutadis- fore desert me, but persuade yourselves that 
orderly l)odv, and iiiiskiirnl in war, and may God will he assisting to my onset. Know 
rather be called a rout than an army; while 1 this also before we begin, that we shall now 
need sav nothing of our skill and our good or- have better success than we should have, if 

wc were to fight at a distance." 


tier; forthisis the reason why wc Homans alone 
are cxercisi d 'or war in time of peace, that we 
may not think of nomher for nurnher when we 
t^oine to fight with our enemies ; for what ad- 
vantage fhoulf] we reap by our ccmtinual sort 
of warfare, if we must still be cijual in num- 
ber to such as h;i\e not b»xMi used to war ! 
Consider fa. tin that voii are to have a con- 
flict with men in Idlect unarmcil, while you 


3. As Titus was saying this, an extraordi- 
nary fury fell upon the men ; and as IVajan 
was aheady coir.e before the fight began, with 
four hundred horsemen, they were uneasy at 
it, because tlie reputation of tlie victory would 
be diminished by being common to so many. 
Vespasian bad also sent both Antonius and 
Silo, with two thousand archers, and had given 


are well armed ; with footmen, while you are it them in charge to ^eire upon the mountain 
horsemen; with those tlia have no good gentv tiiai was over-against the city, and repel those 
lal, while you have one, and .v. these, ailv.iii- 1 that were upon the wall; which archers did 
tages m;ike you in effect manifold more than as they were commanded, and prevented those 
you .arc, so do then tiisadvaiitages mightily I that attempted to assist them that way; and 
diminish their number. Now it is not the 1 now Titus made his own horse march first 
niultitude of men, though they be soldiers, j against the enemy, as did the others w ith a 
that manages wars ujth success, but it is their jreat noise after him, and extended themselves 
bravery that does if, though they bo but a few ; upon the plain as w’ide as tiie enemy who con- 
lor a few are easily set in battle array, and | fronted them ; by w'hicli means they appeared 
“'an easily assist om* another, while over-nii- j much more numerous than they reallv were 
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Now the Jews, although they were surpris- 
ed at their onset, and at their good order, 
made resistance against their attacks for a 
little while ; but when they were pricked with 
their long poles, and overborne by the violent 
noise of the horsemen, they came to be tram- 
pled under their feet; many also of them 
were slain on every side, which made them 
disperse themselves and run to the city, as 
fast as every one of them was able. So Titus 
pressed upon the hindmost, and slew them ; 
and of the rest, some he fell upon as they 
stood on heaps, and some he prevented, and 
met them in the mouth, and run them through; 
many also he leaped upon as they fell one 
upon anotlier, ami trod them down, ami cut 
off all the retreat they had to the wall, and 
turned them hack into the plain, till at last 
they forcetl a passage by their multitude, and 
got away, and ran info the city. 

4. Hut now there fell out a terrible sedi- 
tion among them within the city ; for the in- 
habitants themselves, who had possessions 
there, nud to whom the city belonged, were 
not di-spoaed to light from the very !>eginning; 
and now the less so, because they had been 
beaten : but the foreigners, who were very 
numerous, would force them to tight so mucli 
the more, insomuch, that there was a clamour 
and a tumult among tliem, as all mutually 
angry one at another; an*! when Titus heard 
this tumult, for he was not far from the wall, 
he cried out, “ Fellow soldiers, now is the 
time; and wliy do we make anj delay, when 
God is giving up the Jews to us? 'lake the 
vicK.ry which is given you : do not you hear 
what a noise they make? 'Fhose that have 
escaped our hands arc in an uproar against 
one another. We have the city if wo make 
haste; but besides haste, we must undergo 
sotne labour, and use some courage; for no 
great thing uses to be accomplished wiihout 
danger ; accordingly we imist not only pre- 
vent their uniting again, which necessity will 
soon compel them to do, hut we must also 
prevent the coming of our own men to our 
assistance, that as few as we are we may con- 
quer so great a multitude, and ni.ay ourselves 
alone take the city. 

5. As soon as ever Titus had said this, he 
leaped upon his hr)rse, and rode apace down 
to the lake; by which lake he marched, and 
entered into the city the first of them all, as 
did the others soon after him. Hereupon 
those that were upon the walls were seized 
w ith a terror at the boldness of the attempt, 
nor durst any one venture to fight w ith him, 
or to hinder him ; so they left guarding the 
city, and some of those that were about Jesus 
fled over the couiory, while others of them 
ran down to the lake, and met the enemy in 
the teeth, and some were slain as they were 
getting up into ships, but others of them, 
as they attempted to overtake those that were 

.already gone aboard, 't’hcre was also a great 


slaughter made in the city, while those lb- 
reigners that had not fled away already, made 
opposition ; but the natural inhabitants were 
killed without fighting : for in hopes of Ti- 
tus’s giving them his right hand for their se- 
curity, and out of the consciousness that they 
had not given any consent to the war, they 
avoided fighting, till Titus had slain the au. 
thors of this revolt, and then put a stop to 
any further slaughters, out of commiseration 
of these inhabitants of the place ; but for 
those that had fled to the lake, upon seeing 
the city taken, they sailed us far as they pos- 
sibly could from the enemy. 

6, Hereupon Titus sent one of his horse- 
men to his father, and let him know the good 
news of wliat he had done ; at w hich, as was 
natural, he was very joyful, both on account 
of the courage and glorious actions of his 
son ; for lie thought that now- the greatest ji.n t 
of the war was over. He then came thither 
himself, and set men to guard tlie city, and 
gave them command to take care that nobody 
got privately out of it, but to kill such as :U- 
tempted so to do; and on the next day he 
went dow’ti to the lake, and commanded that 
vessels should he fitted up, in order to 
pursue those that had escaped in the ships. 
These vessels were quickly gotten ready ac- 
cordingly, because there was great plenty »)t' 
materials, and a great number of artificer:; 
also. 

7. Now this lake of Gennesareth is socall- 
e<i from the country adjoining to it. Its 
hreadt/i is forty furlongs, and its length one 
hundred and forty ; its waters are sweet, aiid 
very agreeable for drinking, for they are finer 
than the thick waters of other fens ; tlie lake 
is also piiri‘. and on every side enils directly 
at the shores and at the sand ; it is also of a 
temperate nature w'hen you draw it up, and (d 
a more gentle nature than river or fountaiti 
water, and yol always cooler than one couhl 
ex})ecl in so diffuse a place as this is. Now 
when tin’s water is kept in the open air, it is 
as cold as that snow which the country peo- 
ple are accustomed to make by night in suni- 
iner. 'I'herc are sevi ral kinds of fish in it, 
diirereiU both to the taste and the sight fioiii 
those elsewhere: it is divided into two parts 
by the river .Iordan. Now Panium is thought 
to he the fountain of Jordan, but in reality it 
is carried thither after an occult manner from 
the place called i’hiala: this place lies as yon 
go lip to Trachonitis, and is a hundred and 
twenty furlongs from Cesarca, and is not far 
out of the road on the right hand ; and indeed 
it hath its name of Phiala [vial or howl] very 
justly, from the roundness of its circuuifer- 
ence, as being round like a wheel; its water 
continues always up to its edges, without ei- 
ther sinking or running over ; and as this on- 
gin of Jordan was formerly not known, it 
was discovered so to be when Philip was te- 
trarch of Trachonitis ; for he had chaft thrown 
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into Phiala, and it was found at Parnum, 
where the ancients tiiought the fountain-head 
of the river was, whither it had been there- 
fore carried , by the waters]. As for Paniuni 
itself, its natural beauty had been improved 
by the royal liberality of Agrippa, and adorn- 
ed at his expenses. Now Jordan’s visible 
stieam arises from this cavern, and divides 
tlie marshes and fens of the lake Semechoni- 
tis : when it hath run another hundred and 
twenty furlongs, it first passes by the city Ju- 
lias, and then passes through the middle of 
the lake Geiincsareth ; after which it runs a 
long way over a desert, and then makes its 
exit into the lake Asphaltitis. 

8. The country also that lies over-against 
this lake hath the same name of Gennesareth; 
its nature is wonderful as well as its beauty; 
its soil is so fruitful that all sorts of trees can 
grow upon it, and the inhabitants accordingly 
plant all sorts of trees there ; for the temper 
of the air is so well. mixed, that it agrees very 
well with those several sorts, particularly wal- 
nuts, which reiiuire tlie coldest air, flourish 
there in vast plenty ; there are palm-trees also, 
which grow best in hot air; fig-trees also and 
olives grow near them, which yet require an 
air that is more temperate. One may call this 
place the ambition of nature, where it forces 
those plants that are naturally enemies to one 
: ’lotlier to agree together : it is a happy con- 
•ention of the seasons, as if every one of them 
laid claim to this country ; for it not only nou- 
rishes diflereiit sorts of autumnal fruit beyond 
men’s expectation,, but preserves thenn a great 
whih ; it supplies men with the principal fruits, 
with grapes and tigs continually, during ten 
months of t’.;e year,* and the rest of the fruits 
IS they become ripe together, through the 
.vhrlo year; for besides the good temperature 
i)f air, It is also wj }d fr< 

tile fountain. The people of the country call 
it Gaphai '.aiim. Some have thought it to be 
a vein of the Nile, because it produces the 
CoracMi fish as well as that lake does which 
is near In Vlexandna. 'I’lic lengllj of this 
country e\l« iids itself along the banks of this 
lake that bears the same name, for thirty fur- 
longs, and is in breadtii twenty ; and this is 
the nature of that place. 

9. But now, when the vessels were gotten 
ready, Vespasian put upon ship-board as 
many of lus f -es as lie thought sullicient to 
be too hard fof those that were upon the 

* It may bo wortli our wniln to observe here, that 
near this lake of (hMuiesareth mupos and figs hong on 
tlic trees ten months of tlte yejir. VVe may observe al- 
so, that in t’yril t)f Jenisalem, Cateches. xviii, scet. 3, 
which was delivered not long Ix'fore Kaster, there were 
no fresh leaves of flg-tiees, iioi hunches of fresh graues 
in Judea ; so that when St. Mark says, ch. xi, ver. 13, 
-nat our Saviour, soon after the same time of the year, 
fame an<l “ found Icav -s" on a fig-tree iu>ar Jerusulein, 
hut “ no figs, because the time of now “ figs” ri))ening 
* was not yet,” he sayv very true ; nor were they there- 
fore other than old leaves whieli our Sa\ iour saw, and 
nld figs which he r%peeted, and which even with us 
wnnnumly hang on the trees all winter long. 


.ake, and set sail after them. Now these, 
which were driven into the lake could neither 
fly to the land, where all was in their ene- 
mie.s* hand, and in war against them, nor 
could they fight upon the level by sea, for 
their sliips were small and fitted only for pi- 
racy ; they were too weak to fight with Ves- 
pasian’s vessels, and the mariners that were 
in them were so few, that they were afraid to 
:ome near the Romans, who attacked then.) in 
great numbers. However, as they sailed 
round about the vessels, and sometimes as 
they came near them, they threw stones at 
the Romans wdicn they were a good way ofl, 
or came closer and fought them ; yet did 
they receive tlie greatest harm themselves in 
both cases. As for the stones they threw at 
the Romans, they only made a sound one af. 
ter another, for they tlirevv them against such 
were in their armour, while the Roman 
darts could reach the Jews thomselvc and 
when tiiey ventured to come near the Ro- 
mans, they became sulTercrs themselves be- 
fore they could do any harm to the other, 
and were drowned, they and their ships toge- 
ther. As for those that endeavoured to come 
to an actual fight, the Romans ran many o( 
them through with their long poles. Some- 
times the Romans leaped into their ships, 
with swords in their hands, and slew them ; 
but when some of them met the vessels, the 
Romans caught them by the midille, and de- 
itroyed at once their ships and themselves 
who were taken in them. And for such as 
were drowning in the sea, if they lifted tlieir 
leads up above the water they were either 
killed by darts, or caught by the vessels ; 
but if, 'in the desperate case they were in, 
they attempted to swim to th< ir enemies the 
Romans cut oT either tlieir heads or their 
hands; and i dt d they iestroyed after 

various manners everywhere, till the rest, be- 
ing put to flight, were forced to get upon the 
land, while the vessels eiieompasscil them 
about [on the sea] : but as many of these 
were repulsed when they wen? getting ashore, 
they were killed by the darts upon the lake; 
and the Romans leaped out of their vessels, 
and destroyed a great many more upon the 
land : one might then see the lake all bloody, 
and full of dead boilies, for not one of them 
escaped. And a terrible stink, and a very 
sad sight there was on the following days 
over that country ; for as for the shores, they 
were full of shipw recks, and of dead bodies 
all swelled; and as the dead bodies were in- 
flamed by the sun, and pu trifled, they cor- 
rupted the air, insomuch that the misery was 
not only the object of commiseration to thf 
Jews, but to those that hated them, and had 
been the authors of that misery. This w’as 
the upshot of the sca-fight. The number of 
the slain, including those that were killed in 
the city liefore, was six thousand and five 
bund red. 
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10. After this fight was over, Vespasian 
sat upon his tribunal at Taricheae, in order 
to distinguish the foreigners from the old in- 
habitants ; for those foreigners appear to have 
begun the war. So he deliberated with the 
other commanders, whether he ought to save 
those old inhabitants or not. And when 
those commanders alleged that the dismission 
of them w'ould be to his own disadvantage, 
because, when they were once set at liberty, 
they would not be at rest, since they would 
be people destitute of proper habitations, and 
would be able to compel such as they fled to, 
to fight against us, Vespasian acknowledged 
that they did not deserve to be saved, and 
that if they had leave given them to Hy away, 
they would make use of it against tiiose that 
gave them that leave. But still he considered 
with himself after what manner they should 
be slain j* for if he had them slain tliere, he 
suspected the people of the country would 
thereby become his enemies ; for that to be 
sure they would never bear it, that so many 
that had been supplicants to him should be 
killed ; and to oti'er violence to them, after 
he had given them assurances of their lives, 
he could not himself bear to do it. How- 
ever, his friends were too hard for him, and 
pretended that nothing against Jews could be 
any impiety, and that he ought to prefer what 
was profitable before what was fit to be done, 
where both could not be made consistent. 


So he gave them an ambiguous liberty to do 
as they advised, and permitted the prisoners 
to go along no otlier road than that which 
led to Tiberias only. So they readily be- 
lieved what they desired to be true, artui went 
along securely, with their effects, the way 
W'hicli was allowed them, w'hiic the Romans 
seized upon all the road that led to Tiberias, 
that none of them might go out o4' it, and 
shut them up in the city. Then came Ves- 
pasian, and ordered them all to stand iti the 
stadium, and commanded them to kill the 
old men, together with the others that were 
useless, who w’cre in number a thousand and 
two hundred. Out of the young men he 
chose six thousand of the strongest, and sent 
them to Nero, to dig through the Isthmus, 
and sold the remainder for slaves, being thirty 
thousniui and four himdred, besides such as 
he made a present of to Agripp.i ; for as to 
those that belonged to his kingdom, he gave 
him leave to do what ho pleased with them; 
however, the king sold these also for slaves; 
but for the rest of the multitude, who were 
Trachonites, and Gaulanites, and of Hippos, 
ami some of Gadara, the greatest })art of 
them were seditious persons and fugitives, 
who were of such shameful characters that 
they preferred war before peace. These pii- 
sonors were takem on the eighth day of tliw 
month Gorpia'us [EJuIJ, 
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FROM THE SIEGE OF GAMALA TO THE COMING OF TITUS TO 
BESIEGE JERUSALEM. 


CHAPTER I. 

THE SIEGE AND TAKING OF GAMALA. 

§ 1. Now all those Galileana who, after the tak- 
ing of Jotapata, had revolted from the Ro- 
mans, did, upon the conquest of Tarichere, 

* Th*u is the most cruel and barbarous action that 
Vespaskui ever did in this wludo war, as he did it with 
great reluctance also. U was done With after public 
assurance given of sparing the prisoners’ Jives, and 
when all knew an«l confessed that these prisoners were 
no way guilty of any letli'.ion agai ist tlic Homans. Nor 
indeea did Titi '-. now give his consent, so far as appears. 


deliver themselves up to them again. And me 
Romans received all the fdrtresr.es and iht? 
cities, excepting Gischala and ihoso lluit had 
seized upon mount Tabor ; Gamala also, 

nor ever .act (»f himself so barlvarously ; nay, M)(*n atter 
this, 'ritusgrew tjnite weary of sluslding blootl and *>* 
punishing the innocent with the guilty, andfia\c 
jH-opleor t.isehala leave to keep the Jewish Sabbatn, 
b. iv, ch. ii, sect. 3, H, in the midst of their siege. 
was V espasiau disposed to do what he did, till h« 
ci'rs persuaded him, ami th.U from two priiieipal topics, 
viz. that nothing could be unjust that wa.s »l»>ne agamia 
Jews; and that when both cannot beeon.sistcnt, 
tage must prevail over ju —Admirable court 
trines tlicse 1 
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which is a city over against Taricheae, but on 
the other side of the lake, conspired with 
them. This city lay upon the borders of A- 
grippa’s kingdom, as also did Sogaiiu and Se- 
leiicia. And these were both parts of Gau- 
lanitis ; for Sogana was a part of that called 
the Upper Gaulanitis, as was Gamala of the 
Lower ; while Selcucia was situated at the 
lake Semechonitis, w'hieh lake is thirty furlongs 
in breadth, and sixty in length ; its marshes 
reach as far as the place Daphne, which in oth- 
er respects, is a delicious place, and hath such 
fountains as supply water to what is call .‘d 
Little Jordan, under the temple of the gold 
en calf,* where it is sent into (rreat Jordan. 
Now Agrippa had united Sogana and Seleu- 
cia by leagues to himself, at the very begiii- 
lung of the revolt from the Romans; yet did 
not Gamala accede to them, but relied upon 
the difliculty of the place, which was greater 
tlian that of Jot;ipata, for it was situated upon 
a rough ridge of a high mountain, with a 
kind of neck in the middle : where it begins 
to ascend, it lengthens itself, and declines a 
much downward before as behind, insomuch 
that it is like a camel in figure, from whence it 
is so named, although the people of the country 
do not pronounce it accurately. Both on the 
side and the face there are abrupt parts di- 
vided from the rest, and ending in vast deep 
valleys ; yet are the parts behind, where they 
are joinetl to the mountain, somewhat easier 
of ascent tiiaii the other ; but then the peo- 
ple belonging to the place have cut an obrupie! 
ditch tlu re, and made that hard to be ascended 
also. On its acclivity, whicli is stiaight, 
houses are built, and those very thick and 
close to one another. The city alsoh mgs so 
strangely, that it looks as if it would fall 
doe II iijioM itse f, so sharp is it at the top. It 
is exposed to the south; and its southern 
mount, which reaches to an immense height, 
was in the nature of a citadel to the city ; 
and above that was a precipice, not walled 
about, but extending ii .elf to an immense 
depth. T 'ore was also a spring of water 
within 111 at the utmost limits of the 

city. 

a. As this city was naturally hard to be 
taken, so had Josephus, by building a wall 
about It, made it still stronger, as also by 
ditches and mines under ground. The peo- 
ple that were .. it were made more bold by 
the nature of the place than the people of Jo- 
tapata had been, but it bad much fewer fight- 
ing men in it ; and the> had sucli a confidence 
in the situation of the place, tiiat they thought 
the enemy could not be too many for them ; 
for the city had been filled with those that had 

• Here we have the exact situation of one of Jerobo- 
am’s ** golden calves,' at tlio exit of l.itilc Jordan, into 
Great Jordan, near :i plnv called Daphne, but of old 
Dan. See the note on Anliq. b. viii, ch. viii, sect. 4. 
But Heland suspecis that even nerc we should read Dan 
instead of Daphne, there being nowhere else any men- 
tion ot a place call-d r-apluie hereabouts. 


fled to it for safety, on account of its strength ; 
on which account they had been able to resist 
those whom Agrippa sent to besiege it foi 
seven months together. 

‘d. But Vespasian removed from fjintnaus, 
where he had last pitched his camp before the 
city Tiberias (now Eiumaus, if it be interpret- 
ed, may be rendred “a warm bath,” for there- 
in is a spring of warm water, useful for heal- 
ing) and came to Gamala ; yet was its situa- 
tion such that he was not able to encompass it 
all round with soldiers tn watch it ; but where 
the places were practicable, he set men to 
watcli it, and seized upon the mountain which 
Was over it. Anil as the legions, according 
to their usual custom, were fortifying' thcii 
camp upon that mountain, he began to cast 
up banks at the bottom, at the jiart towards 
1 the east, where the higi est tower of the whole 
Icity was, and where tlie fifteenth legion pitch- 
ed their camp ; while the fifth legion did duty 
1 over-against the midst of the city, and whilst 
I the tenth legion filled up tlie ditches and 
valleys. Now at this time it was tliat as king 
Agrippa was come nigh the walls, and was en- 
deavouring to speak to those that were on 
tlie walls about a surrender, he was hit wiih 
a stone on his right elbow by one of the sling- 
ers ; he was then immediately surrounded 
with his own men. But tlie Homans were 
excited to set about the siege, by tlicir indig- 
nation on the king’s account, and by their fear 
on their own account, as concluding that those 
men would omit no kinds of barbarity a gainst 
foreigners and enemies, who were so eniagec 
against one of their own nation, and one that 
advised them to nothing but what w’as for their 
own advantage, 

4. Now when the banks were finished, 
which was done on the sudden, both by the 
multitude of hands, and by their being ac- 
customed to such work, they brought the 
machines; but Chares anil Joseph, who were 
the most potent men of the city, set tlicir arm- 
ed men in order, though already in a fright, 
because they did not suppose that the city 
could aid o;.l long since they h.ul not a 
suffii t q itity either of natcr, or of other 
necessaries. However, these their leaders en- 
j ed them, and brought them out upon 

I the wall, and for a while indeed they drove a- 
I way those that were bringing the machines; 

; but when those machines threw darts and 
I stones at them, they retired into the city ; 
{then did the Romans bring battel ing rams to 
I three several places, and made the wall shake 
[and fall]. They then poured in over the 
, parts of the wall that were thrown down, with 
a mighty sound of trumpets and noise of ar 
inour, and with a shout of the soldiers, and 
brake in by force upon those that were in the 
city; but these men fell upon the Romans for 
sonic time, at their first entrance, anti prevent- 
ed their going any farther, and with great 
courage beat them back ; and the Romani 
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were so overpowered by the greater multi, 
tude of the people, who beat them on every 
side, that they were obliged to run into the 
upper parts of tlie city. Whereupon the peo- 
ple turned about, and fell upon their enemies, 
who had attacked them and thrust them down 
to the lower parts, and as they were distressecl 
by the narrowness and difficulty of the place, 
slew them ; and as these liomans could neither 
beat those back that were above them, nor es- 
cape the force of tlieir own men that w'erc 
forcing their way forward, they were compel, 
led to fly into their enetniesMiouses, which were 
low ; but these houses being tlius full of sol. 
diers, whose weight they could not bear, fell 
down suddenly ; and when one house fell, it 
shook down a great many of those that w-ere 
under it, as did those do to such as were un- 
der them. By this means a vast number of 
the Romans perished ; for they were so ter- 
ribly distressed, that although they saw the 
houses subsiding, they were compelled to leap 
upon the tops of them ; so tliat a great many 
were gixwind to powder by these ruins, and a 
great many of those that got I'lrom under them 
lost some of tlieir limbs, but still a greater 
number were suilbcatcd by the dust that arose 
from those ruins. The people of CJaniaJa sup- 
posed this to be an assistance afforded them 
by (iod, and without regarding what damage 
they sufi’ered themselves, they pressed forward, 
and thrust the enemy upon the tops of their 
houses ; and when they stumbled in the sharp 
and narrow streets, and were perpt'tiially 
tumbling dowTi, they threw their ston cs or 
darts at them, and slew' them. Now the very | 
ruins afforded them stones en<r>'w j and fur i ron 
weapons, the dead men of the enemy’s .si tie | 
afforded them what they wantetl ; for drawing 
the swords of those tlial were dead, they made | 
use of them to dispatch such as were only half 
dead ; nay, there were a great number who, 
upon their falling dovvn from the tops of the 
:iieiiibelves, ami uicu «iit* 
that manner : nor indeed was It easy for those 
that were beaten back to fly away ; for they 
were so unacquainted with the ways, and the 
dust w as so thick, tliat they warulered about 
witliout knowing one another, and fell down 
dead among the c row'd. 

5. 'I’liose therefore that were able to find 
the ways out of the city retired. But now Ves- 
pasian always staid among those that were ; 
hard set; for he w'as deeply affected withj 
seeing the ruins of the city falling upon his ; 
army, and forgot to take care of his own pre- j 
servation. He went up gradually towards | 
the highest parts of the city before he was a- 
wnre, and was left in the midst of dangers, 
having only a very few witlj him ; for even 
his son Titus was nut w-jih him at that time, 
having been then sent into hyria to Mucianus. 
However, he thought it not safe to fly, nor 
did he esteem it a fit thing for him to do; 
but calling to mind the actions he had done I 


from his youth, and recollecting his courage, 
as if he had been excited by a divine fury, lie 
covered himself and those that were with him 
w'ith their shields, and formed a testudo over 
both their bodies and their armour, and boru 
up against the enemy’s attacks, who came ruiv 
niiig down from the top of the city, and 
without showing any dread at the multitude 
of the men or of their darts, he endured all, 
until the enemy took notice of that divine 
courage that was within him, and remitted of 
their attacks ; and when they pressed less 
zealously upon him, he retired, though with- 
out showing his back to them, til he was 
gotten out of the walls of the city. Now a 
great number of the Romans fell in this bat- 
tle, among whom was Ebiitius, the decurion, 
a man who appeared not only in this engage- 
ment, wherein he fell, but everywhere, and 
in former engagements, to be of the tnu st 
, courage, and one that had tloue very great 
mischief to the Jews, But there was a cen- 
turion, whose name was Gallus, who, during 
this disorder, being encompasseil about, he 
and ten other st»hliers privately crept into the 
house of a certain person, wliere lu? heard 
them talking at supper what the people in- 
tended to do against the Romans, or about 
themselves (for both the man himself and 
those with him were Syrians). So he got up 
in the night-time, and cut all their throats, 
and escaped, togetlicr with his soldiers, to the 
Romans. 

6'. And novv Vespasian comforted Iiis 
army, which was inucli dejected, by refle 
oil their ill siicci'ss, and hecause they had 
never before fallen into such a calamity, and 
besides this, because they were greatly asham- 
ed that they had left their general alone in 
great dangers. As to what concerned him- 
self, he avoideil to say any thing, that he might 
by no means seem to comj>lain of it; hut he 
said that ought to hear manfnllv what 

u:>uatiy laiis uiii I'l uiti, iiini 

deling what the natuo* of war is, and how it 
can never be liiat vve must conquer wilhont 
bloodshed on our own side ; for there stands 
about us that fortune which is of its own na- 
ture mutable; that while they had killed so 
many ten thousands of tin; Jews, tJiey had 
now paid iheir small share of the reckt)niiig 
to fate ; and as it is the part of weak people 
to be loo much pulled up with good success, 
so is it the part of cowards to be too much 
ailrighted at that which is ill ; for the change 
from the one to the other is sudden on both 
iide and he is the best warrior who is of 
a sober mind under misfortunes, that he may 
continue in that temper, and cheerfully re- 
cover what hath been lost formerly ; ninl as 
for w’hat had now hnp()ened, it was neither 
owing to tlieir own elleminacy nor to the va- 
lour of the .Tewg, but the dillicully of the 
place was the occasion of their advantage, an 
of our disappointment. Upon reflecting on 
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which matter one might blame your xeal 
perfectly ungovernable ; for when the enemy 
had retired to their highest fastnesses, you 
ought to have restrained yourselves, and nor, 
by presenting yourselves at the top of the 
city, to be exposed to dangers; but upon 
your having obtained the lower parts of the 
city, you ought to have provoked those that 
had retire<l thither to a safe and settled bat- 
tle ; whereas, in ruslnng so hastily upon vic- 
tory, you took no care of your own safety. 
13iit this incautiousness in war, and this mad- 
ness of zeal, is not a Homan maxim. While 
wc perform all that we attempt by skill and ' 
good order, that procedure is only die part ofi 
barbarians, and is what tlie Jews cliiefly sup- I 
port themselves by. We ought therefore to! 
return to our own virtue, and to be rather 
angry than any longer dejected at this unlucky 
inisfoitune; and let every one seek for his 
own consolation from his own band; for by 
this means he will avenge those that have 
been destroyed, and punish those that have 
killed them. For myself, 1 will endeavour, 
as 1 have now done, to go first before you a- 
gainst your enemies in every engagement, 
and to be the la.^t that retires from it. 

7, So Vespasian encouraged his army by 
this speech ; but for the people of Gamala, it 
happened that they took courage for a little 
\khiie, upon such great and unaccountable I 
.aucess as tliey had had. iJiit wlien they con-j 
sidered with tlieniselves that they had now' no * 
hopes of any terms of accommodation, and | 
nHejting upon it that they could not getj 
awav, and that tlieir provisions began already * 
io be short, they were exceedingly cast down, . 
and tli'‘ir courage failed them ; yet did they | 
not neglect what might be for their preserva-' 
tio'! so i’.ir as they vvere able, but the most 
com ageons among tbeiii guarded those parts 
of the wall that were beaten down, while the 
mere infirm did llie same to the rest of the 
wall tliat still remained round the city. And 
as the Homans raised their banks, and at- 
tempted to ijet into the city a second time, a 
great many of tlu*m fled out of the city 
through impri'clit iblc valleys, uiiere no guards 
were placed, as also tlirougli subterraneous 


be ascended on its north side ; its top is a plain 
of twenty-six furlongs, and all encompassed 
w'ith a w'all. Now, Josephus erected this so 
long a wall in forty days’ time, and furnished 
it with other materials, and w’ith water from 
below, for the inhabitants only made use of 
rain water ; as therefore there was a great 
multitude of people gotten together upontliis 
mountain, Vespasian sent IMacidus, with six 
hundred horsemen, thither. Now, as it was 
impossible for him to ascend the mountain, 
he invited many of them to peace, by the 
ofler of Ids right hand for their security, and 
of his intercession for tliem. Accordingly 
tliey came down, but with a treacherous de- 
I sign, as w'ell as he had the like treacherous 
j design upon them on the other side ; for Fla- 
, cidus spoke mildly to them, as aiming to take 
them when he got them into the j)lain ; they 
also came down, as complying w ith his pro- 
posals, but it was in order to fall iijion him 
when he w-as not aware of it : however, Pla- 
cidij ' y stratagem was too hard for theirs ; for 
when the .Je%vs began to fight, be pretended 
I to riiii away, and w hen they were in pursuit 
j of tlie Homans, he enticed them a great u'ay 
along the plain, and then made his horsemen 
j turn back ; whereupon he heat tliein, and slew 
'a great number of them, and cut off the re- 
treat of the rest of the multitude, and hin- 
dered their rtturn. So they left Tabor, and 
fled to Jerusalem, while the ptoj)le of the 
country came to terms with him, for their 
water failed them, and so they delivered up 
the mountain and themselves to Placidus. 

9. But of the ))eoj>le of Gamala, those that 
were of the bolder sort fled away and hid 
themselves, while the more infirm perished by 
I famine; but the men of war sustained the 
j siege till the two-and-tw entielh day of the 
.month Hyperheretaeus [Tisri], when three sol- 
diers of the fifteeuth legion, about tlie morn-. 

' ing-watch, got under a high tower that was 
near, and undermined it without making any 
I noise ; nor w' en they either came to it, which 
was in the night-time, nor when they were un- 
der it, did those that guarded it perceive them. 

! These soldiers then, upon their coming, avoid- 
|cd making a noise, and when they' had rolled 


iiad was brougi.: together from all (|uartcrs, 
and reserved for the fighting men. 

8. And these were !he hard circumstances 
the people of (iamala w’erc in. But now 
Vespasian went about other work by the by, 
during this siege, and that was to subdue 
those that had seized u]'on Mount Tabor, a 
place that lies in the middle between the great 
plain and ScythojMdis, whose top is elevated 
as high as thirty furlongs,* and is hardly to 

* These numl)ors in .liisophir of thirty furlongs* 
*»seent to the top of T.ibor, whether w’C estimate 

U by winding and gradual, or by jici pendieular uititude,, 


Geminus’s perpendicular allitude of almost fourteen 
furlongs here noted by Dr. Hudson, do none of them 
agree with the aiithcntie testimony of Mr. Maundrel, 
an eye-wiUiess ijiiige 1 1 .?i who says he was not an hour 
in {letfing up to the top of this Mount Talxir, and that 
the area of the top is an oval of about two furlongs ill 
length, and one in breadlli. So I rather suppose Jose- 
phus wrote three furlongs for the aseent, or altitude, 
instead of thirty ; and six furlongs for tlie cireuinfer 
em*catthc p, instead of twenty-six. — since a moun- 
j tain of only diree furloiiijs’ perpendicular altitude may 
j easily require near an hour’s asix'ut ; and the ciremnfec- 
jeueeof an oval of the foregoing quantity, is near six 
furlongs. Nor cx*rtainly could such a vast eireumfer- 
ciu'cas twenty-six furlongs, or three mile- and a quarter, 
at that height be emxnnpassed with a wa’J, mehuiing a 
trench and other fortifications (perhaps those still re- 
maining, ibid.) in the small interval of forty days, a« 
Josephus heie says they were by himself 
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away hastily ; whereupon the tower fell down 
on a sudden, with a great noise, and its guard 
fell headlong wflli it; so that those that kept 
guard at other places, were under such dis- 
turbance, that they ran away ; the Romans 
also slew many of those that ventured to op- 
pose them, among whom was Joseph, who was 
slain by a dart, as he was running away over 
that part of the wall tliat was broken down: 
but as those that were in the city were greatly af- 
frighted at the noise, they ran hither and thither, 
and a great consternation fell upt)n them, as 
though all the enemy had fallen in at once upon 
them, 'riien it was that Chares, who was ill, and 
under the physicians’ hands, gave up the ghost, 
the fear he was in greatly con Irihu ting to make 
his distemper fatal to him. Rut the Romans 
so well remembered their former ill success, 
that they did not enter the city till the three- 
arul-twentieth day of the foremcntioncil month. 

10. At which time Titus, who was now^ re- 
turned, out of the indigii.ition he had at the 
destruction the Romans had undergone while 
he w as absent, took two hundred chosen horse- 
men, and some footmen with biiii, and enter- 
ed without noise into the city. Now, as the 
watch perceived that he was coming, they 
made a noise, and betook themselves to their 
arms ; and as this his entrance was presently 
known to those that w ere in the city, some of 
them caught hold of their children and their 
wives, and drew' them after them, and lied a- 
w'ay to the citadel, with lamentations and cries, 
w’hilc others of them went to meet Titus, and 
were killed perpetually; hut '>0 many of them 
as w ere hindered from running up to the cit.a- 
del, not know itig what in the world to do, fi II 
among the Roman guards, while the groans 
of those llial were killed were prodigious- 
ly great everywhere, and blood ran down 
over all the lower parts of the city, from the 
upper. Rut then Vespasian himself came to 
his assistance against those that had fled to the 
citadel, and brought his hole army with 
him ; now' this upper j)ai t of the city was every 
way rocky, and diflicult of a'-eent, and elevat- 
ed to a vast altitude, and very full of people 
on all sides, and encompassed with precipices, 
whereby the Jews cut oil' those that came up 
to them, and did much mischief to others hy 
their darts and the large st«»m s which they 
rolled down upon them, while they were them- 
selves so high that the enemy’s darts could 
hardly reach them. However, there arose 
such a divine storm against them as was instru- 
mental to their destruction ; this carried the 
Roman darts npoii them, ami made those 
which they threw return hack, and drove them 
obliquely away from them : nor could the 
Jews indeed stand uj)on their precipices, by 
reason of the violence of the w ind, having no- 
thing that was stable to stand upon, nor could 
they see those that were ascending up to them ; 
so the Roincns got up and surrounded them, 
and some they slew before the) could defviul 


tlicmseWes, and others as they were delivering 
up themselves ; and the remembrance of those 
that w'cre slain at their former entrance into 
ihecity increased tljeir rage against them now*; 
a great numher also of those that were sur- 
rounded on every side, and despaired of es- 
caping, threw their children and their wives, 
and lliomselvcs also, down the precipices, in- 
to the valley beneath, which, near the citadel, 
h.ad been dug hollow to a vast (lc|)th ; hut so it 
happened, that tlie anger of the Romans ap- 
]>eared not to he so extravagant as was the 
madness of those that were now taken, while 
the Komatis slew- hut four thousand, whereas 
the number of those that hail thrown them^ 
selves down was found to be five thousaiul ; 
nor did any one escape except two women, 
who were the daughters of Philip, and Pliili)) 
liimself was the son of a ccTtain eminent man 
called Jacimiis, w ho had been general of king 
Agrippa’s army ; and these did therefore es- 
cape, because tliey lay concealed from the riglii 
of the Romans w hen the city was takeii ; fur 
otherwise they spared not so much as tlie in- 
fants, of whom many were flung down hv 
them from the citadel. And tlnis w.is Ci.i 
mala taken on the thrce-and-twcntietli day of 
the month IIypcrbcreta?us [Tisri whereas the 
city had first revolted on tlie four-anil-tw eii 
tieth day of the month Gorpiaus [Ivluli. 


(M1AI*TER U. 

TIIK SURRENDKH OF THK SMALL CITY OF CIS. 

niALA ; JOHN FLIES FROM IT TO JLRI'Sa. 

LKM. 

§ 1. Now, no place of Galilee remained to 
be taken but the small city of Giscliala, whose 
inhabitants yet were ilcsirous of peace; for 
they were generally hushaiulmen, and always 
applied themselves to cultivate the fruits of 
the earth. However, there a great 

iiiiinber that helongeil to a hriiiil of robbers, 
tliat were already c(;rrupfed, and had crept in 
among them, and some of the governing part 
of the citizens were sick of the same dislcni- 
per. It was John, the son of a certain man 
whose name was Levi, that drew them into 
thi'. rebellion, and encouraged (hem in it. 
He was a cunning knave, and of a temper 
that could put on various shapes; very rash 
in expecting great things, and very sagacious 
in bringing about w'hat he hoped (or. It was 
known to every body that he was foml of war, 
in order to thrust himself into authority ; and 
the seditious part of the people of Gischala 
wore under his management, Ly wliose means 
the populace, who seemed ready to send am- 
bassadors in order to a surrender, waited for 
the coming of the Homans in battle array. 
Vespasian sent against them Titus, with a 
thousand horsemen, hut withdrew the tenth 
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legion to Scytliopolis, while he returned to 
Cesarea, with the two other legions, that he 
might allow them to refresh themselves after 
their long and hard campaign, thinking with- 
al that the plenty whicli was in those cities 
would improve their bodies and their spirits, 
against the difficulties they were to go through 
afterwards ; for he saw tliere would be occa- 
sion for great pains about Jerusalem, which 
was not yet taken, because it was the royal 
city, and the principal city of the whole na- 
tion ; and because those that had run away 
from the war in other places got all together 
thither. It was also naturally strong, and 
the wal* that were built round it made him 
not a little concerned about it. IMoreover, 
he esteemed the men that were in it to bo so 
courageous and hold, that even without the 
consideration of the walls, it would be haul 
to subdue tliem ; for which reason he took 
care of and exercised his soldiers beforehand 
for the work, as they do wrestlers before they 
begin their undertaking. 

2. Now Titus, as lie rode up to Gischala, 
found it would be easy for him to take the 
city upon the first onset; but knew withal, 
that if he took it by force, the multitude 
woidd be destroyed by llic soldiers without 
mercy. (Now ho was already satiated with 
the shedding of blood, and pitied the major 
part, who would tlien perish, without ilisiinc- 
aoii, together with the guilty.) So he was 
rather desirous the city might be surremlercd 
up to him on terms. Accordingly, when he 
saw the wall foil of those men that were of 
tile Corrupted party, he said to them,— That 
he cqiild noi. but w'onder what it was they de- 
pended on, when llie> alone staid to fight the 
Romans, after every other city w'as taken by 
then! ; especially wlien they have seen cities 
mutii better fortified than theirs is, overthrowm 
by a single attack upon them ; \Yhile as 
inai.y as have entrustect tlicmselves to the se- 
curity of the Romans’ right hands, which he 
now ol’ers to them, w itliont regarding their 
former insol iice, do enjoy their own posses- 
sions in safety ; for tliat while they had hopes 
of recovoing theii liberty, they might be par- 
doned ; but that their continuance still in 
their opposition, wlien they saw that to be im- 
possible, was inexcusable; for that, if they 
will not comply with such humane oilers, and 
right hands foi curily, they should have ex- 
peritmee of such^ war as would spare nobody, 
and should soon he mrele sensible that their 
wall would be but a trihe, when battered by 
the Roman machines; in depending on which, 
they demonstrate themselves to be the only 
Galileans tliat were no better than arrogant 
slaves and captives. 

3. Now none of the populace durst not 
only make a reply, but durst not so much as 
get upon the wall, for it was all taken up by 
the robbers, tvbo also the guard at the 
gates, in order to prv vent any of the rest from 
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going out, in order to propose terms of sub- 
mission, and from receiving any of the horse- 
men into the city. Rut John returned Titus 
this answer, — That for himself he w'as content 
to hearken to his proj)osals, and that he would 
either persuade or force those that refused 
them. Yet he said, tliat Titus ought to have 
such regard to the Je law, giant 

them leave to celebrate that day, which w'as 
the seventh day of the week, on which it was 
unlawful not only to remove their arms, but 
even to treat of peace also ; and tliat even the 
Romans were not ignorant how the period of 
the scventli ilay was among them a cessation 
from all labours; and that he who should 
compel them to transgress the law about tliat 
day, would be equally guilty with those that 
were compelled to transgress it : and that 
this delai aid be of no advantage to him ; 
for why should any body think of‘ doing any 
thing in the night, unless it was to Hy away ? 
v%liicli he might prevent by placing his camp 
round about them : and that they should 
think it a great point gained, if they might 
not be obliged to transgress the laws of their 
country ; and that it would be a right thing 
for him, who designed to grant them peace, 
without their expectation of such a favour, to 
preserve the laws of those they saved inviol- 
able. Thus did this man jiiit a trick upon 
Titus, not so much out of regard to the se* 
venth day as to his own preservation, for he 
was afraid lest he sliould he quite deserted if 
the city should be taken, and bad bis hopes 
of life in tliat night, and in his flight therein. 
No>v this was tiie work of God, who there- 
fore preserved this John, tliat he might bring 
on the Uestriiction of Jerusalem ; as also it 
was his work that 'I’itus wa. prevailed with 
hy this pretence for a delay, and that he pitch- 
ed Iiis camp farther off the city at Cydessa. 
This Cydessa was a strong moditerraneau 
village of the Tyrians, which always hated 
and made war against the Jews; it had also 
a «;reat number of inliabitanls, and was 
well fortified ; which made it a proper place 
for such as were enemies to the Jewish na- 
tion. 

-1. Now, in the night time, when John saw 
that there was Roman guard about the 
city, he seized the opportunity directly, and, 
taking with him not only the armed men that 
were about him, but a considerable number 
of those that had little to do, together with 
their families, he lied to Jerusalem. And 
indeed, though the man was making haste to 
get away, and was tormented with fears or 
being a captive, or of losing his life, yet did 
he prevail with himself to take out of the 
city along with him a multitude of women and 
children, as tar as twenty furlongs ; but there 
he left tlicm as he proceeded flirtlier on his 
journey, where those that were left behind 
made sad lamentations ; for the fartlier every 
one was come from his owui people, the nearer 
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they thought themselves to be to their ene- 
mies. They also affrighted themselves with 
this thought, that those wh " would carry them 
into captivity were just at hand, and still turn- 
ed themselves back at the mere noise they 
made themselves in tliis their hasty flight, as 
if those from whom they fled were just upon 
them. Many also of them missed their ways; 
and ihe earnestness of such as aimed to outgo 
the rest, threw down many of them. And 
indeed tlierc was a miserable destruction made 
of the women and children ; while some of 
them took courage to call their husbands and 
kinsmen back, and to beseech them, with the 
bitterest lamentations, to stay for then\ ; but 
John’s exhortation, who cried out to them to 
save themselves, and fly away, prevailed. He 
said also, that if the Romans should seize 
.ipon those whom they left behind, they would 
ne revenged on them for it. So this nuilti 
tilde that run thus away was dispersed abroad, 
according as each of them was able to run, 
one faster or slower than another. 

5 . Now on the next day Titus came to the 
wall, to make tiie agreement ; whereupon the 
people opened their gates to him, and came 
out to him, with their children and wives, and 
made acclamations of joy to him, as to one 
tliat had been their benefactor,, and had deli, 
vered the city out of custody ; they aUo in- 
formed him of Jolm’s flight, and besouglit 
(M.w vw ^ ...id to come in and t.—o 

the rest of those tiiat were for innovations to 
punishment; hut 'ritus, not so much regard- 
ing the supplications of tlie people, sent part 
of his horsemen to pursue after John, but 
they could not overtake him, for he was got- 
ten to Jerusalem befure ; they also slew six 
ihousaml of the women and children who 
went out with him, hut returned hack and 
brought with them almost three thousand. 
However, Titus was greatly dis]jleasetl that 
he had not been able to bring this John, who 
had deluded him, to punishmei.t ; yet he had 
captives enough, as well as tlie corrupieil j»ai i 
of the city, to satisfy his anger, when it miss- 
ed of John. So he cute red the city in ihe 
midst of acclamations of joy ; and when he 
had given orders to the soldiers to pull down 
a small part of the wall, as of a city taken in 
war, he rcjiressed those that had disturbed the 
city rather by threatenings than by executions; 
for he thought that many would accuse inno- 
cent persons, out of their own aiiimoMties and 
quarrels, if he should attempt to distinguish 
those that were worthy of punishment from 
the rest; and that it wa^ hvUer lo let a guilty 
person alone in his fears, than to destroy with 
liim any one that did not deserve it ; for that 
prob.‘»H>^ such a one might be taught pru- 
dence, by the fear of tlie punishment he had 
deserved, and have a shame upon him for his 
former offences, when he h.ad been forgiven ; 
but that the piinishrnent of such as have been 
/ice put to dc?/Ji could never be retrieved. 


However, he placed a garrison in the city for 
its security, by which means he should restrain 
those that were for innovations, and should 
leave those that were peaceably disposed in 
greater security. And thus was all Galilee 
taken ; but this not till after it had cost the 
Romans much pains before it could be taken 
by them. 


CHAPTER III. 

CONCERNING JOHN OF GISCliaLA. CONCERN 

ING THE ZEALOTS, AND TIIE HIGll-PiUEST 

ANANUS ; AS ALSO HOW THE JEWS RAISED 

SEDrriO.NS ONE AGAINST ANOTHER [iN JK 

rusalem]. 

§ 1. Now, upon John’s entry into Jerusa- 
lem, the whole body of the people were in an 
uproar, anti ten thousand of them crovvdetl 
about every one of the fugitives that were 
come to them, and iiujuired of them wluit 
miseries had liajipened abroad, when their 
breath was so short, anti hot. and quick, that 
of itself it declared the great distress they 
were in ; yet tlid they talk big under theii 
misfortunes, anti pretended to say that tlie\ 
liatl not fled away from the Romans, hut 
came thither in order to light them with le^s 
hazartl ; fur that it w oultl be an nnreasonahle 
anti a fruitless tiling for them to expose thtMu- 
selves to desperate hazards about Gischala, 
and such weak cities, whereas tliey ought to 
lay up their weapons and their zeal, and it? 
serve it lor their metropolis. Rut when they 
related to them the taking of Gischala, aiul 
their decent departure, as they' preteiitletl, 
from that place, many of the people uiidei- 
stood it to be no better than a flight ; aiul 
especially when tiu* people were told of those 
th;it were made captive'., they were in gn it 
confusion, ami guessed those things to he 
plain indicalioii^ tliat they should be taken 
aCo ; but Ibr.lohn, he was very little coucern- 
eil lor those whom he hail left hehimi him, 
hut went about among all tiie people, and 
persuaded them to go to war, by the liojies 
he gave them. He aftirmed that the all'airs 
of the Romans were in a weak condition, and 
extolled his ow n power. He also jested up- 
on the ignorance of the unsl^ilful, as if those 
Koiiiaiis, although they should take to them- 
selves wings, could never fly over the wall of 
Jerusalem, who found sueh great dilliculties 
ill taking the villages of Galilee, and had 
broken their engines of war against their 
wails. 

2. These harangues of John’s corriijited a 
great part of the young men, and pufled them 
up for the war ; but as to the most prudent 
part, and those in years, there was not a man 
of them hut foresaw wliat was coming» nnr 
made lamentation on that account, as if tli« 
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city was already undone, and in this confu- 
sion were the people; but then it must be 
observed, that the multitude that came out of 
the country were at discord before the Jeru- 
salem sedition began ; for Titus went from 
Gischala to Ccsarea ; and Vespasian from 
Cesarea to Jamniaand Azotus, and took them 
both ; and when he had put garrisons into 
them he came back with a great number of 
the people, who were come over to him, upon 
his giving them his right hand for their pre- 
servation. There were besides disorders and 
civil wars in every city ; and all those that 
were at quiet from the Uoinans turned their 
hands one against another, 'I'here was also 
a bitter contest between those that were 
fond of war, and those that were desirous of 
peace. At the first this quarrelsome temper 
caught hold of private families, who could not 
agree among themselves ; after which those 
people that were the dearest to one another, 
brake through all restraints with regard to 
each other, and every one associated with 
(hose of his own u))iMioi:, and began already 
to stand in opposition one to anotlicr ; so that 
seditions arose everywhere, while those that 
were for Innovations, and were desirous of 
war, by their youth and boldness, were too 
liard for the aged and the prudent tnen ; and, 
in the first place, all the pe4)ple of every 
place betook themselves to rapine; after 
n hich they got together in bodies, in order to 
rob the people of the country, insomuch that 
for barbarity and imhpiity those of the same 
nation did no way diiler from the liomaiib; 
nay, it seemed to be a much lighter thing to 
be ruined !iy the Romans than by themselves. 

h. Now the Roman garrisons, wliich guard- 
ed the cities, partly out of their uneasiness to 
take such trouble u])Oii them, and partly out 
of .1 e liatic tl tljey hare to the Jewish natii)t>, 
•lid little or nothing towards relieving the 
miscrabii, till the captains of tliese troops of 
robbers, being satiated with rapines in the 
country, got all together from all parts, and 
became a band of wickedness, and all toge- 

tl--. Te ale..., which /he 

come a eity without a governor, and, as the 
ancient custom was, received witliout distinc- 
tion ail that belonged to their nation ; and 
these they then received, because all men 
supposed that those who came so fa.it into the 
city, came o .* of kindness, and for their as- 
sistance, although these very men, besides the 
seditions they raised, were otherwise the di- 
rect cause of the city’s destruction also ; for 
as they w’ere an unprolitahlc and a useless 
multitude, they spent those provisions be- 
forehand, which miglit otherwise have been 
sufficient for the fighting men. Moreover, 
besides the bringing on of the war, they were 
the occasion of sedition and famine therein. 

4. I’hcre W’cre, besides these, other robbers 
that came out of the country, and came into 
tlie city, and joiMing to them those that were 


THE JEWS. 681 

worse than themselves, omitted no kind of 
barbarity ; for they did not measure their 
courage by tlieir rapines and plunderings on 
ly, but proceeded as far as murdering men , 
and this not in the night-time or privately, or 
with regard to ordinary men, but did it open- 
ly in the day-time, and began with the most 
eminent persons in the city ; for the first man 
they meddled with was Aniipas, one of the 
royal lineage, and the most potent man in the 
whole city, insomuch that the public trea- 
sures were committed to his care ; him they 
took and confined, as they did in the next 
])lace to Levias, a person of great note, with 
Sophas, the son of Raguel ; both of whom 
were of royal lineage also. And besides these, 
they did the same to the principal men of the 
country. This caused a terrible consterna- 
tion among the people ; and every one con- 
tented himself with taking care of his own 
safety, as they would do if the city had been 
taken in war. 

5. But these were not satisfied with the 
bonds into which they had put the men foic- 
mentioned ; nor did they think it safe for 
them to keep them thus in custody long, since 
they were men very powerful, and had nume- 
rous fatnilies of their own that were able to 
avenge them. Nay, they thought the very 
people would perhaps he so moved at these 
unjust proceedings, as to rise in a body against 
them : it was therefore resolved to have them 
slain. Accordingly, they sent one John, who 
was the must bloody-minded of tlicm all, to 
do that execution : this man was also called 
“ the son of Dorcas,*” in the language of 
our country. 'IVn more men went along 
with him into the prison, with their swords 
drawn, and so they cut iht throats of those 
that w ere in custody there. The grand lying 
prttence these men made for so flagrant an 
enormity was this, that these men luul had 

nfe ilh the Ro . fo kIc 

of Jerusalem to them ; and so they said they 
had slain only such as were traitors to their 
eominon liUerty. Upon the whole, they grew 
! tlie more insolent ii})on this hold prank of 
their.s, as though they had been tlie benefac- 
tors and savi nus of the city. 

6. Now, the people were come to that degree 
of meanness and fear, and these robbers to that 
degree of madness, that these last took upon 
them to ap|>oint high priests, j* So w-hen they 

* This name Dorea-: in Orcck, was Tabitha in He- 
brew %)r Syriae, as Act.- ix, .)(). Aeconiingly, som« of 
the maniiseripts set it down liere Talvtba or Tabem. 
Nor can the context in Josephus be ni.ade out but 
supposing the reading to have been this : “ 1'he .son of 
Tabitha; which, in the language of our country, tie- 
notes Uorent," [or a doe]. 

t Here ve may diseo\x*r the utter disgrace and ruin 
of the high-nnesthood among the Jews, wlu n ninii> 
.serving, ignoble, and vile persons were a<lvamv<l to that 
olliee by the seilitious; which sort of high-priests, a.s 
.losephus well remarks here, were thciciipon obliged tc 
comply with and a.ssist those that ad\ aiiecd them in 
their impious practices. 'I'hc names of these high- 
pric'sta, or rather ridieiilous and profane persons, were 
X'sus the son oi Damneus, Jesus the son of Gamalitd, 
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had disannulled the succession, according to 
those families out of whom tlie high.pr'Vsts 
used to be made, they ordained certain un- 
known and ignoble persons for that office, 
that they might have their assistance in their 
wicked undertakings; for such as obtained this 
highest of all honours, without any desert, 
w’ere forced to comply with those tJiat bestow- 
ed it on them. They also set the principal 
men at variance one with another, by several 
sorts of contrivances and tricks, and gained 
the opportunity of doing what they pleased, 
by the mutual quarrels of those who might 
have obstructed their measures ; till at length, 
when they were satiated with the unjust ac- 
tions they had done towards men, they trans- 
ferred their contumelious behaviour to God 
himself, and came into the sanctuary with 
polluted feet. 

7. And now tlie multitude were going to 
rise against them already; for A nanus, the 
ancientest of the high -priests, persuaded them 
to it. He was ry prudent man, and had 
perhaps saved i city if he could hut havees 
caped the hands of those that plotted against 
him. Those men made the temple of God 
a strong l)old for them, and a place whither 
they might resort, in order to avoid the trou- 
bles they feareil from the people; the sanctu- 
ary was now become a refuge, and a shop of 
tyranny. They also mixed jesting among tlie 
miseries they introduced, which was more in- 
tolerable than w hat tliey did ; /or, in order to J 
try what siirjjrise the people would be uiuler, 
and how far tJieir own power extended, tJiey 
undertook to dispose of the high priesthood 
by casting lots for it, w hereas, as w e have said 
already, it was to descend hy succession in a 
family. I'hc pretence they made for this 
strange attempt was an arK’ient practice, while 
they said that of old it wa^ iletennlned by lot ; 
but in truth, it wa>i no better than a dissolu- 
tion of an umler.iahle law, and a cunning con- 
tri*uuco to seize upon the goveiument, derived 
from those that presumed to appoint gover- 
nors as they themselves pleased. 

JIereup4>n they sent lor one of lliepon- 
tilical tribes, wlii< h is called Eniaehim,* and 
cast lots whicl) of it should Iw tljc liigh-iuiest. 
IJy fortune, flic Jot so fell as t(» <lernonstratc 
tlieir iniquity after the plainest manner, for it 
fell upon <jne whose name was J^liaimias, the 
>11 ol' Sauiuel, of the village Aphtha. He 
was a man not only uinvoilhy of the high- 
priesthood, but that did not well know what 
the high- pricsthoc/d was; such a mere rustic 

MatthiiLc tfkc son of 1 luoi hilns, aiul that puKli^dows 
Ignoratnus l^/ianiiias, tlie son of .••iaiiiiieJ; all wh»>ni we 
ili.ili meet with in Josephos’s future history of this war ; 

do we meet with any other .MMiiueh as pret. 
hq;h*p»^icsfs after PhaimLiis, till Jei u.^aleui wa.s taken and 
deatroyed. 

* lliis tribe or (Oil rse of the hifih-priests, or prit-sts 
here called f-iimohmi, st c m;. to the learned Mr. I.owlh, 
one well \erscd in Josephus, to he that ai 1 Chron.xxiv, . 
12, “ the course of Jakim,” where some eopies have 
** the course of fslidkim ami 1 tlnuk tliii to be by no 
means an improbable eonh.‘ctuie. 


I was he ! yet did they hale this man, without 
j his own consent, out of the country, as if they 
were acting a play upon the stage, an'' 
adorned him with a counterfeit face ; they al- 
so put upon him the sacred garments, and 
iijron every occasion instructed him what he 
was to do. This horrid piece of wickedness 
was sport and pastime with them, but occa- 
sioned the other priests, who at a distance 
saw their law made a jest of, to shed tears, 
and sorely lament the dissolution of such n 
sacred dignity. 

9. And now^ the people could no longer 
bear tbe insolence of this procedure, but did 
altogether run zealously, in order to over 
throw that tyranny ; and indeed they were 
Gorian the son of Josejihiis, and Symeon the 
son of Gamaliel, f who encouraged them, hy 
going up and down when they were assem- 
bled together in crowds, and as they saw them 
alone, to bear no longer, but to inflict punislu 
nient upmi these pests and plagues of their 
freedom, and to purge the temple of tliese 
bloody polluters of it. The best csleeim-d 
also of the high-priests, Jesus the son of (la- 
mala, an<l A nanus the son of A nanus, when 
they vveie at their assemblies, bitterly reproach- 
ed the people for their sloth, amlexciteil them 
against the zealots ; for tliat was the name 
they W'ent by, as if they were zealous in good 

ndertakin m 1 were not ratlier zealous in 
he worst actions, and extravagatit in tlieiu 
beyond the example of othe 

10. And now, when the multitude wtra 
gotten together to an assembly, ami every ona 
was in indignation at these men’s seizing up- 
on the sanctuary, at their rapine and munkis, 
but bad not yet begun llieir attacks upon them 
(the reason of which was this, that they ima- 
gined it to be a dilliciilt thing to siijjpiess 
ibe-e zealots, as indeed the case was), Ananns 
stood in the midst of them, id 

eyes freijucntly at the temple, and h.iving a 
flood of tears in his eye.'*, he said, — “ C'l r- 
tainly, it liad been g«M>d for me to die befoie 
1 bail seen tlie house of God lull of so m.iny 
. abominations, or llu se sacred places that ouglit 
I not to be trodden upon at random, tilled with 
I the feel of these blood-shedding villains; yet 
do 1, who am elotiied with the vestments of 
I the high-priesthood, and am called by that 
inost venerable name bigh piiest i, still 
live, and am but too fond of living, and can- 
not endine to imdergu a death wliieli would 
be the gloiy of my olil age; atid if 1 weiedia 
only person concerned, and, as it were, in a 
de.sert, 1 would give up my life, and that alone 

/ This .Syircon, flu* son of (Jainalicl, is mentioneu 

:• presiilrnt of the ./I’wi.vh snnhciiriin. and one iliat 
perislietl in the dcslniLlu f Jcrnsalein, by the Jew 
rabbins, as Keluiul oIm-ivcs on tins niaec. He also tdl.s 
ns that those rabbins nii iition one .lesus the m)Ii ot (''i- 
nala, as once a bigh piiest, — but tins long IhIoic ilifi 
destruction of Jerusulein ; no that if he were the sina' 

K ersoii with this Jesus the son of (Jamala, in Josepla's, 
e must have liveil to be very old, or they have w-'’*' 
vwv bad ehronoloitcrs. 
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for God’s sake ; for to what purpose is it to 
live among a people insensible of their cala- 
mities, and where there is no notion remaining 
of any remedy for the miseries that are upon ; 
them ? for when you are seized upon, you 
bear it ! and when you are beaten, you are 
silent ! and when the people are murdered, 
nobody dare so much as send out a groan 
openly ! O hitter tyranny that wo are under ! 
But why do I complain of the tyrants ? Was 
it not you, ami your suHcrance of them, that 
have nourished them ? Was it not you that 
overlooked those that first of all got together, , 
for tlioy were then but a few, and by your j 
silence made them grow to be many ; and by , 
conniving at them when they took, arms, in ' 
effect armed them against yourselves ? You 
ought to have then prevented their first at- 
tempts, when they fell a reproaching your re- 
lations; but by neglecting that care in time, 
YOU have encouraged these wretches to plun- 
der men. When houses were pillaged, no- 
body said a word, which was the occasion why 
they carried off the owners of those houses; 
aiul when they were drawn through the midst 
of the city, nobody came to their assistance, 
lliey then pioccetled to put those wdioin you 
liad helviiyed into their hands, into bonds. 1 
do not say how many, and of what characters 
those men were whom they thus served, but 
i'eitainly they were such as were accused by 
and condemned by none ; and since no- 
InxI) succoured them when they were in bonds, 
the consc<juencc was, that you saw the same 
persons slain. Wo have seen (Ids also ; so 
that still the best of the herd of brute ani- 
mal., as it were, have been still led to be sa- 
criliced, whei yet nobody said one word, or 
moved Ills right liand for their preservation. 
Will you lu ar, therefore, — will you bear to 
see V V r sanctuary trampled on ? and will 
von lay stoj s for these profane wretches, up- 
jn wliicli til y may mount to higher degrees 
of insolence Will not you pluck them down 
from their exaltation ? for even by tliis time, 
they ha»l paxveiled to higher enormities, if 
they had Ihai able to overthrow any thing 
greater than tlie sanctuary. They have seized 
upon the strongest place of the whole city ; 
you may call it tlie te;nple, if you please, 
though it l»c like a citadel or fortress. Now, 
while you have tyranny in so great a degree 
walled in, and ■" your enemies over your 
heads, to what putpose is il to take counsel ? 
and what have you to Mijiport your minds 
withal ? Perhajjs you w; it for the Homans, 
tiiat they may protect our iioly places : are 
our matters tlien hroughi to that pass ? and 
are we come to that degree of misery, that our 
enemies tlieinselves are expected to pity us? 
O wretched creatures ! will not you rise up, 
and turn upon those that strike you ^ which 
you may observe in wlUl beasts themselves, 
that they will avenge themselves on those that 
strike them. Will i:ot you call to mind, every 
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one of you, the calamities you yourselves 
have suffered ? nor lay before your eyes what 
afflictions you yourselves have undergone ’ 
and will not such things sharpen your souls 
to revenge ? Is therefore that most honoiira- 
hle and most natural of our passions utter] v 
lost, I mean the desire of liberty ? Truly, 
we arc in love with slavery, and in love witii 
those that lord it over ns, as if wo had receiv- 
ed that principle of subjection from our an- 
cestors ! yet did they undergo many and 
great wars for the sake of liberty, nor were 
they so far overcome by llic power of the 
Egyptians, or the Modes, but that they still did 
what they thonglit fit, notwithstanding tlieir 
commands to the contrary. And what occa- 
sion is there now for a war with the Koinaiis ^ 
(I meddle not with determining whether it be 
an advantageous and profitable war or not. ) 
W'hat pretence is there for it ? Js it not that 
we may enjoy our liberty ? Besides, shall we 
not bear the lords of the haliitable earth to be 
lords over us, and yet bear tyrants of our 
own country ? Although I must say that sub- 
mission to foreigiu rs may be fiorne, because 
fortune hath alre.uly doomed us to it, while 
submission to wicked people of our own na- 
tion is too unmanlv, and brought upon us by 
' Ho ■ 1 h! 

had occasion to mention the Homans, I will 
not conceal a thing that, as 1 am speaking, 
comes into my mind, and affects me consider- 
ably; — it is this, that though we should be 
taken by them (God forhid the event should 
be so !) yet can we undergo nothing that will 
he harder to be borne than what these men 
have already brought upon us. How then 
can we avbid shedding of tears, when we see 
the Roman donatitms in our .einples, while 
we withal seetlioscof our own nation taking 
our spoils, and plundering our glorious me- 
tropolis, and slaughtering our men, from 
which enormities timse Homans themselves 
would have abstained? to see those Romans 
never going beyrud the hounds allotted to pro- 
fane persons, nor venturing to brea upon 
any of our sacred customs ; nay, having hor- 
ror on their minds when they view' at a dis- 
tance those saert d walls, wliile some that have 
been born in this very country, .nid brought 
up in our eustoin?, and Oiilled Jews, do walk 
about in the midst of the holy })Iaces, at the 
very time when their hands are still warm with 
the siaiigliter of their own countrymen. Be- 
sides, can any one be afraid of a war abroad, 
and that with such as will have comparatively 
inuch greater moderation than our own people 
have ? Eor truly, if we may suit our words to 
the things they represent, itis probable one may 
hereafter find the Homans to bo the supporters 
of our laws, and those within ourselves the 
suhverters of them. And now 1 am persuad- 
ed that every one of you here comes satis.'ied 
before I speak, that these ovei throw ers of oui 
liberties deserve to be destroved- and that no 
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body can so much as devise a punishment that 
they have not deserved by what they have 
done, and that you are all provoked against 
them by those their wicked actions, whence 
you have sutrered so greatly. Hut perhaps 
many of you are affrighted at the multitude 
of tho^e zcalotvS, and at their auiiaciousness, 
iS well as at the advantage they have over us 
in their being higher in place than we are; 
for these circumstances, as they have been 
occasioned by your negligence, so will they be- 
come still greater by being still longer ne- 
glected ; for their multitude is every day aug- 
mented, hy every ill inan*s running away to i 
those that arc like to themselves, and their 
audaciousness is therefore inflamed, because 
they meet with no obstruction to their designs. 
And for their higher place, they will make 
use of it for engines also, if we give them time 
to do so ; but be fissured of this, that if we 
go up to fight them, they will be made tamer by 
their own consciences, and what advantages 
they have in the height of their situation, they 
will lose by the opposition of their reason ; 
perhaps also God liimsclf, w-ho hath been 
affronted by them, will make what they throw 
at us return against themselves, and these im- 
pious wretches will be killed by their own 
darts: let us but make our appearance be- 
fore them, and they will come to nothing. 
However, it is a right thing, if there should be 
any danger in the attempt, to die before these 
holy gates, and to spend our very lives, if not 
for the sake of our childrt u and w ives, yet for 
God’s sake, and for the sake of his sanctuary, 
f will assist you, both with tny counsel and 
with my hand ; nor shall any sagacity of ours 
be wanting for your support ; nor shall you 
see that I will be sparing of my body neither.” 

11. By tliese motives Ananus encouraged 
the multitude to go against the zealots, ah 
though he knew' how diilicult it would be to 
disperse them, because of their multitude, and 
their youth, and the courage of their souls ; 
but chieHy because of their consciousness of 
•what they liad done, since they would not 
yield, as not so nnich as hoping for pardon 
at tlie last for those their enormities. How- 
ever, Ananus resolved to undergo whatever 
sutl’erings might coins upon him, raiher than 
overlook things, uoW tliey were in such great 
confusion. So the multitude cried out to 
him to lead them on against those whom he 
Jiad described in his exhortation to them ; 
and every one of them was ruosl readily dis- 
posed to run any hazard whatsoever on that 
account. 

12. Now while Ananus was choosing out 
his men, and putting those that were proper 
for his purpose in array for fighting, the zea- 
lots got information of his ui derlaking (for 
there were some who went to them, and told 
them all that the people were doing) and were 
irritated at it; and leaping out of the temple 
in crowds, and by parties, spated none whom 
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they met with. Upon this, Ananus got the 
populace together on the sudden, w’ho were 
more numerous indeed than the zealots, but 
inferior to them in arms, because they had 
not been regularly put into array for fighting : 
but the alacrity that every body showed, sup- 
plied ail their defects on both sides, the citi- 
zens taking up so great a passion as was 
stronger than arms, and deriving a degree of 
courage from the temple, more forcible than 
any multitude whatsoever; and indeed these 
citizens thought it was not possible for them 
to dwell in the city, unless they could cut off 
the robbers that w'cre in it. The zealots also 
thought that unless they prevailed, there 
would be.no punishment so bad, but it would 
be inflicted on them. So their conflicts were 
conducted by their passions; and at the first 
they only cast stones at each other in the city, 
and before the temple, and threw their jave- 
lins at a distance; but when either of tla'in 
were too hard for the other, they made use 
their swords ; and great slaughter was made 
on both sides, and a great mimher were 
w'ounded. As for the dead bodies of the 
people, their relations carried them out to 
their own houses ; but when any of the zeal- 
ots were wounded, he went up into the tein- 
pie, and defiled that sacred floor with his 
blood, insonmeh that one may say ii was tluii 
blood alone that polluted our s.anetuary. Now 
in these conflicts the robbers always salliiil 
out of the temple, and were too hard for tlu ii 
enemies; but the populace grew' very angry, 
and became more and more numerous, and 
reproached those that gave back, and those 
behind would not aflbrd room to those tli.it 
were going oil’, hut forced them on again, fill 
at length they made their whole body to tiirti 
against their adversaries, and the rohlkis 
could no longer oppose them, Imf w ere forced 
gradually to retiie into the teuijde ; when 
Ananus and his party fell into it at the same 
time together with them.* This .horribly af- 
fiighted the robbers, because it deprived them 
of the first court ; so they fled into tlie inner 
court immediately, and shut the gates. Now, 
Ananus (!i<l not liiiiik lit to make any attacl. 
.against tlie iioly gates, altlioiigh the oilier 
threw their stones and darts :it them I’roni 
above. He also deemed it unlaw ful to intro- 
duce the multitude into that emu i belbre they 
were iiiirilied ; he therefore chose out of them 
all by lot, six thousand armed men, and plac- 
ed them as guards in the cloisters; so there 
was a succession of such guards one after ano^ 

• It is worth noting here, that tliis Ananus, the hr 
of the Jews at this time, and the hiRh-priest, wlm w 
so very unc;uy at the profanation of the .Jewisli eo'ii 
of the temple by the zealots, did not however seiu|) 
the profanation of the “ court of the (lentilcM" as i 
our Saviour’* days it was very much profaned by d 
Jews, ami made a in.irkct-plaee, nay, a “ (ten of tliieyi > 
without scruple. Mat- xxi, I’i, I"': Mark xi, Is, K'. ' 
AccordinRly Josephus hinibelf, when he speaks of d 
two inner courts, calls them both or hvlt/pMcr 

but, sofVir ;ls I rememiK’r, never gives that (•haraetci ' 
the court of the (/entiles. See b. v, ch. ix, »cvt. z. 
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ther, and every one was forced to attend in 
his course ; although many of the chief of the 
city were dismissed by those that then took on 
them the government, upon their hiring some 
of tile poorer sort, and sending them to keep 
tiie guard in their stead. 

13. Now it w'as John who, as we told you, 
ran away from Gischaa, and was the occa- 
sion of all these being destroyed. He was a 
man of great craft, and bore about him in his i 
soul a strong passion after tyranny, and at a! 
distance was the adviser in these actions; andj 
indeed at this time he pretended to be of the 
people’s opinion, and went all about with 
Ananus when he consulted the great men 
every day, and in the night-time also when he 
went round the watch ; but he divulged their 
secrets to the zealots ; and every thing that the 
])Oople deliberated about was by his means 
known to their enemies, even before it had been ! 
well agreed upon by themselves; and by way of 
contrivance how he might not be brought 
into suspicion, he cultivated the greatest 
friendship possible with Ananus, and with the j 
chief of the people ; yet did this overdoing 
of his turn against him, for he llattcrcd 
them so extravagantly, that ho was but tiib 
more sus]>ected ; and his constant attendance 
everywhere, even when he was not invited to 
oo present, made him strongly suspected of 
betraying their secrets to the enemy ; for they 
plainly perceived that they understood all the 
resolutions taken against them at their con- 
sult.itions. Nor was there any one whom 
they had so much reason to suspect of that 
discovery as this John ; yet was it not easy 
.0 get <]uit of him, so potent he 
by Ills wicked practices. lie was also sup- 
ported hy irniny of those eminent men, who 
were to be suited upon all considerable 
allairs ; it was therefore thought reasonable 
to h’ligc him to give them assurance of his 
gi)f)d-will upon oath; accordingly John took 
such an oatli readily, that he would be on the 
people’s side, and would not betray any of 
their counsels or practices to their enemies, 
and would assist them in overthrowing those 
that attacke I tliein, and tliat both by liis hand 
and his advice. So Ananus and his party 
believed his oath, and did now receive him to 
their consultation** without farther suspicion ; 
nay, so far did they believe him, that they 
sent him as their ambassador into the temple 
to the zealots, with proposals of accommoda- 
tion ; for they were very desirous to avoid the 
pollution of the teinph’ as much as they pos- 
sibly could, and that n ^ one of their nation 
should be slain therein, 

H. But now this John, as if his oath had 
been made to the zealots, and for couiirmatioii 
of his good-will to them, and not against 
them, went into the temple, and stood in the 
midst of them, and spake as follows; that he 
had run many liazards on their account, 


in order to let them know of every- 
thing that was secretly contrived against them 
by Ananus and his party; but th.it both he 
and they should be cast into the most immi- 
nent danger, unless some providential assist- 
ance were afforded them ; for that Ananus 
made no longer delay, hut had prevailed witli 
the people to send ambassadors to Vespasian 
to invite him to come presently and take the 
city ; and that he had appointed a fast for the 
next day against them, tliat they might obtain 
admission into the temple on a religious ac- 
count, or gain it by force, and tight with them 
there; that he did not see liow long they 
could cither endure a siege, or how they could 
fight against so many enemies. He added 
farther, that it w’as by the providence of God 
he was himself sent as an ambassador to them 
for an acconimoilation ; for that Ananus did 
therefore offer them such proposals, that 
he might come ujion them w'hen they were 
unarmed : that tliey ought to choose one of 
these two methods ; either to intercede with 
those that guarded them, to save ibeir live*^, 

[ or to provide some foreign assistance for thein- 
I selves ; O'at if they fostered themselves with 
the hopes of pardon, in case they weie sub- 
dued, they had forgotten what desperate tilings 
they had done, or could suppose, that as soon 
as the actors repented, those lliat had sutfeved 
hy them must be presently reconciled to them ; 
while those that have done injuries, thoiigli 
they protend to repent of them, are frtrj'jent- 
{ ly hated by the others for that sort of repent- 
I ance ; and that the sulferers, when they get 
I the power into their hands, arc usually still 
more severe upon the actors ; that the friends 
and kindred of tliose that had been destroyed 
ould alway be laying plots against them, and 
that a largo body of people v\cre very angry 
oil account of their gross breaches of their 
laws and [illegal] judicatures, insomuch that 
although some part might commiserate them 
those would be quite overborne by the ma- 
jority. 

CHAPTER IV. 

THE IDUMEANS BEING SENT FOIl BY THE ZEA- 
LOTS, CAME immediately TO JERUSALEM ; 
AND WHEN THEY WERE EXCLUDED OUT OF 
THE CITY, THEY LAY ALL NIGHT THERE. JE- 
SUS, ONE OF THE HIGH-TUIESTS, MAKES A 
SEEI'X'II TO THEM ; AND SIMON THE IDUMEAN 
MAKES A REELY TO IT. 

1. Now, by this crafty speech, John made 
the zealots afraid ; yet durst he not directly 
name what foreign assistance he meant, but 
in a cove, t way only intimated at the Ida 
means ; hut now that he might particular- 
ly irritate the leaders of the zealots, he ca- 
lumniated Ananus, that he was about a 
2 X 
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ptiece of barbarity, and did in a special man- 
ner threaten them. These leaders were Eiea- 
zar, the son of Simon, who seemed the most 
plausible man of them all, both in consider- 
ing what was fit to be done, and in the ex- 
ecution of what he had determined upon, 
and Zachurias, the son of Plialek ; both 
of whom derived their families fom the 
priests. Now, when these two men had heard, 
not only llic common th « atening.s which be 
longrd to them all, hnt those pecu'i.irly Je- 
Veiled .ngjost themsc'ves ; and besides, how 
Ananusand his party, in o der to secure their 
own dominion, liad invited the Homans to 
come to them, for that also was pa't of John's 
lie, they heiiiatcd a great while what they 
should do, Cfnsideiing the sluotnoss of th 
time by whirh they wc e straitened ; because 
the peop’e we e p epa ed to altaelc them r<My 
soon, and heciuise the suddi imess of tlie p ot 
laid .against them had a’rnost cut off their lu-pes 
of getting any foieign assistance ; for they might 
be under the height of their afilictions be- 
fore any of their confede ates coulil be in- 
formetl of it. However, it was reso’ved to 
ca’l in the Lkuneans ; so they w ole a shod 
letter to tlii.s eth et : - 'I'liat Auanus had im- 
posed oti the peojde, tmd was bet aying th<*i: 
met opolis to llie Rmnans ; that they them- 
selves liad icvo ted from tin? icst, ami were in 
cu.slody in ilie leinp'e, )n account of the p e- 
seivatiou of tlieir ibo t\ ; lliat thee was but 
a sma I lime eft wlie ciii limy mic.lit hope 
for iheir delive. aiice ; ul that unless thev 
wt)uM come immediate y to ihei. assistance, 
tliey should themselves be o. n in the powe 
of nanus, ami the city won d be in the 
power of the Homans. 'I'liey also charged 
the messengers to tell many more circum- 
stances to the rulers of ilic Idmiieans. Now’, 
there were two active men proposed for the 
carrying of this message, and sucli as were well 
able to sj)eak, and to persuade titeui that 
things were in tliis jiosture, and, what was a 
qualification still more mcess.iry than tlie for- 
mer, they were very swilt of foot; for they 
knew well enough that these would imme- 
diately comply with their desires, as being 
ever a tumultuous and disorderly nation, al- 
ways on the watch upon every int'tion, de- 
.ighting in mutations; and upon your flatter- 
ing them ever so little, and petitioning them, 
iiey soon take their arms, and put themselves 
‘nto motion, and make haste l«* a battle, .as if 
it w'ere to a feast. There was indeed occ.'i- 
sion for quick dispatch in the carrying of this 
message; in which point the messengers w’ere 
no way defective. Both their names were 
Ananias ; and they soon came to the rulers of 
the Idumeans. 

2. Now, these rulers were greatly surprised 
at the contents of the. letter, and at what those 
that came with it further told them ; where- 
upon they ran about the nation like ui.'idnien, 
and made proclamation that the people should 


come to w^arj; so a multitude was suddenly 
got together, sooner indeed than the time 
appointed in the proclamation, and every 
body caught up their arms, in order to main- 
tain the liberty of their metropolis ; and twen- 
ty thousand of them were put into battle- 
array, and came to Jerusalem, under four 
commanders, John, and Jacob the son ot 
Sosas ; and besides these were Simon, the 
son of Cathlas, and Phineas, the son of CIus- 
otlius. 

3, Now this exit of the messengers was 
not known either to Ananiis, or to the guards; 
but the approach of the Idumean;? was known 
to him ; for as lie knew of it before they 
came, he ordered tlie gates to be shut against 
them, and that the w'alls should be guarded. 
Yet did not he by any meatui think of fight- 
ing against them, but, before they came to 
blow's, to try what persuasions would do. 
Accordingly, Jesus, the eldest of the high- 
priests next to .4 nanus, stood upon the tower 
that was over- against them, and said thus : — 

iVI.aiiy troubles indeed, and those of various 
kinds, have filltm upon this city, yet in none 
,>f them li.ave I so much wondered at her for- 
tune as now’, when you are come to assist 
wicked men, and this after a manner very 
extraordinary ; for I see that you arc come 
to support the vilest of men ngaiur^t us, and 
this wiih so great alacrity, as you could hard 
ly put on the like, in case our metropolis had 
called you to her assistance .against harhaii- 
aiis ; and if I li.id perceived that your ainiy 
was composed of men like unto those wlio 
invited them, 1 had not deemed your attempt 
so absurd ; for nothing does so much ceme.it 
the minds of men together as the allianee 
there is between their manners ; hut now' for 
these men w ho h.ive invited you, if you wire 
to examine them one by one, every one ot 
them would he found to have deserveil ten 
tlionsand tlealhs ; for the vt iy rascality and 
oirscouring of the whole country, wlio have 
spent in debauchery their ow n suhslaiieo, aiul, 
by w-.ay of trial heforehami, have madly plmi- 
tlered liie neiglihouring villages and cities, in 
the upshot of all, have privately run togethtr 
into this holy city. 'I’hey are robbers, who 
by tlieir prodigious wiekedness liave profaned 
this most sacred iloor, and who are to he now 
seen drinking themselves drunk in the sanctu- 
ary, and expending the sjioils of those whom 
they have slaughtereil upoif their uiisatiahle 
bellies. As for tlie multitude that is with 
you, one may sec them so decently adorned 
in their armour, as it w ould become them to 
he, had their metropolis called them to her 
assistance against foreigners. What can .a 
man call this procedure of yours hut the sport 
of fortune, when he sees a wliole nation com- 
ing to protect a sink of wicked wretches? I 
have for a good while been in doubt what it 
could possibly he that should move you to do 
this so siiddciily ; because certainly you would 
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not take on your armour on. the behalf of must have dissented from the rest of the as 
robbers, and against a people of kin to you, sembly : in which case the public fame of this 
without some very great cause for your so do- matter would have come to you sooner than 
ing ; but we have an item that the Romans any particular indication. But how could 
are pretended, and that we are supposed to that be ! Must there not then have been atn- 
be going to betray this city to tliem ; for bassadors sent to conhrm the agreements * 
some of your men have lately made a clamour And let them tell us who this ambassador was, 
about those matters, and have said they are that was ordained for that purpose. But this 


come tolset their metropolis free. Now, we 
cannot but admire at these wretches in their 
devising such a lie as this ag.ainst us ; for they 


is no other than a pretence of sucli men as are 
loath to die, and are labouring to escape those 
punishments tiiat hang over them for if fate 


knew there was no other way to irritate against had determined that tin's city was to be betray- 
us men that were naturally desirous of liber- cd into its enemies’ hands, no other than these 
ty, and on that account the best disposed to men that accuse us falsely could have the im. 
fight against foreign enemies, but by framing pudence to do it, there being no wickedness 
a tale as if we were going to betray that most wanting to complete tbeir impudent practices 


lesirable thing, liberty. But you ought to 
consider what sort of people they are that 
raise this calumny, and against what sort of 


hut this only that they become traitors. And 
now you Idiimeans arc come hither already 
with your arms ; it is your duty, in the first 


people that calumny is raised, and to gather place, to be assisting to your metropolis, and 
the truth of things, not by fictitious speeches, ; to join with us iii cutting off tliose tyrants 
but out of the actions of botli parties for | that have infringed the rules of our regular 
what occasion is there for us to sell ourselves tribunals, that have trampled upon our laws, 
to the Romans, while it was in our power not and made their swords the arbitrators of 
to have revolted from them at the first, or, right and wrong; for they have seized up- 
when we had once revolted, to have returned on men of great eminence, and under no 
under their dominion again, and this while accusation, as they stood in the midst of the 
the neighbouring countries were not yet laid market-place, and tortured them with putting 
waste? whereas it is not an easy thing to be them into bonds, and, without hearing to hear 
reconciled to the Remans, if >ve were desir- what they bad to say, or wh:jt supplications 
ous of it, now tliey have subdued Galilee, and they made, they destroyed tliLMU. You may, 
,\rc thereby become proud and insolent; and if you please, come into this city, though not 
'o endeavour to please them at the time when in tlie way of war, and take a view of the 
. they arc so near us, would bring such a reproach marks still remaining of what I now say, and 
ii])on us as were worse than deatli. As for . may see the houses that liave been depopulated 
myself indeed, 1 should have preferred peace i by their rapacious hands, with those wives and 
vvitli them before death; but now wc have , families that arc in black, mourning for their 
once made war upon them, and fought with : slaughterol relations ; as also you may bear 
them, I prefer death with reputation, before , tlieii groans and lamentations all the city over ; 
living in (’ai)tivity under them. But farther, ! for there is nobody but hath tasted of the in- 
wlu tlier do they pretend that we, who are the j cursions of these profane wretches, who have 
nilcir of the iieople, have sent thus privately 1 proceeded to that degree of madness, as not 
to the Romans, or hath it been done by the -only to have tansferreil their impudent rob- 
common nllVages of the people? If it bejberies out of tlie country, and the remote 
ourselves only that have done it, let them j cities, into this city, the very face and head ot 
name those triends of ours tliat have been ! the whole nation, but out of the ciiy into the 
sent, as our servants to manage this treachery, 'temple also; for that is now made their re- 
Halh any o.,e been caught as he went out on ^ ccptaclc and refuge, and the fountain-head 
this errand, or seizcxl upon as he came back? i whence their preparations are made against 
Are they in possession of our loiters? How^is. And this place, wliich is adored by the 
could we be concealed from such a vast mim- ha!)i(able world, and honoured by such as oii- 
ber of our fellow citizens, among whom we ly know it by report, as far as the ends of the 
are conversant every hour, while what is done earth, is trampled upon by these wild beast# 
privately in 1: /lountry is, it seems, known horn among ourselves. They ttow triumph 
by the zealots, who are hut few in number, and • in the desperate condition they are already in, 
under confinement also, aiul are not able to when they hear thar one people is going to 
come out of the temple mfo the city ! Is this fight against another people, and one city 
the first time that tliey are become seiisihlc against another city, and that your nation 
how they ought to he punished for their in-! hath gotten an army together against its owii 
solent actions! For while these men were, bowels. Instead of which procedure, it were 
free from the fear they are now under, there highly fit and reasonable, as I said before, for 
Was no suspicion raised that any of us were ' you to Join with us in cutting oil’ these 
traitors. But if they lay this charge against wretches, and in particular to he revenged on 
the people, this must have been done at a ! them for putting this very cheat upon you ; 
public consultation, and not one of the people] I mean, for having the iiupudeuce to luvila 
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you to assist theiu, of wlioni tJiey ought to metropolis to their kin lrecf, profess to make 
have stood in fear, as ready to punish them, them judges of the differences that are among 
But if you have some regard to these men’s them ; nay, wtiile they accuse some men of 
invitation of you, yet may you lay aside your having slain others v^ithoiit a legal trial, they 
arms, and come into the city under the notion do themselves condemn a whole nation, after 
of our kindred, and take upon you a middle an ignominious manner, and have now walled 
u .me between that of auxiliaries and of ene- up that city from their own nation, which used 
)nies, and so become judges in this case. How- to be open even to all foreigners that came lo 
ever, consider what these men will gain by worship there. We have indeed come in great 
being called into judgment before you, for haste to you, and to a war against our own 
such undeniable and such flagrant crimes, who countrymen ; and the reason why we have made 
would not vouchsafe to hear such as had no such haste is this, that we may preserve that 
accusations laid against them to speak a word freedom which you are so uuhapj)y as to he- 
for themselves. However, let them gain this tray. You have probably been guilty of the 
advantage by your coming. But still, if you like crimes against those whom you keep in 
will neither take our part in that indignation custody, and have, I suppose, collected toge- 
wc have at these men, nor judge between us, ther the like plausible pretences agait)st them 
the third thing I have to propose is this, that also that you make use of against us; after 
you let us both alone, and neither insult up- which you have gotten the mastery of those 
on our calamities, nor abide with these plot- within the temple, and keep them in custody, 
ters against their metropolis ; for though you while they are only taking care of the public 
should have ever so great a suspicion that affairs. Yon have also shut the gates of the 
some of us have discoursed with the Romans, city in general against nations that are the 
it is in your power to watch the passages into most nearly related to you ; and while y(>u 
the city ; and in ease any thing that wc have give such injurious commands to others, ytui 
been accused of is brought to light, then to complain that you have been tyranni/ed ovi r 
come and defend your metropolis, and to in- by them, and fix the name of unjust gover- 
flict punishment on those that are found guil- nors upon such as are tyrannized over l)y 
ty ; for the enemy cannot prevent you who your?>elves. Who can bear this, your abuse 
are so near to the city. But if, after all, none of words, while they have a regartl to the 
of these proposals seem acceptable and mo- contrariety of your actions, unless you 
derate, do not you wonder that the gates are; this, that those Jdumcans do now exclude yon 
shut against you, while you bear your arms ^ out of our metropolis, whom you exclude from 
about you.” jlhe sacred offices of your own country ! On 

4. Thus spake Jesus; yet did not the mill- ay indeed justly complain of those tliat are 
titude of the Iduineans give any attention to besieged in the temple, that when they had 
wl)at he said, but were in a rage, because they courage enough to punish those tyrants, whom 
did not meet with a rcaily entrance into the you call eminent men, and free from any ae- 
city. 'idle generals also had indignation at ciisations, because of their being your cimi. 
the offer of laying down their arms, aiul look- pauions in wickedness, they did not h» i;iii 
ed upon it as equal to a captivity to throw with you, and thereby cut off beforehand the 
them away at any man’s itijunctiou whomso- most dangerous parts of this treason. lint 
ever. But Simon, the son of Cathlas, one of if these men have been moie merciful th in 
their commanders, with much ado quieted the the public necessity required, we that are Idii- 
tumult of his own men, and stood so that the means will preserve this house of God, and 
higli-priests might hear him, and said as f'ol- will figlit for our common ctmuiry, and will 
lows: — “ I can no longer wonder that the pa- oppose by war as well those that attack tliein 
Irons of liberty are under custody in the tem- from abroail, as those that betray them from 
pic, since tltere are those that sliut the gates within. Here will w-e abide before the walls 
of our cotninmi city • to their owni nation, in our armour, until either the Itomans grow 
and at the same time arc prepared to admit weary in w'aiiing for you, or you become 
the Romans into it ; nay, perhaps, are dispos- friends to liberty, and repent of wdiat yon 
ed to crown the gates with garlands at their liavi done against it.” 

coining, wdiile they speak to the Idumeuns And now did tin Iditmeans make ;iii 

from their own towers, and enjoin them to acclamation to what Simon had said ; hot 
throw dow n their arms which they have taken Jesus went away sorrow ful, as seeing that 
up for the preservation of its liberty; and i the Idumeaiis were against ail moderate 
while they will not intrust the guard of our counsels, and that the city was besieged on 

both sides ; nor indeed were the minds of the 
Idumcans at rest ; for they w ere in a rage at 
the injury that had been offered them by tluir 
exclusion out of the city ; and when they 
thought the zealots had heeii strong, but saw 
nothing of theirs to support them, they w'cre 
ill doubt about tiic matter, and many of them 


• Thw appellation of .ferusalem given it here by Si- 
mon, the general of t hi Idiinient , " non city’* 

of the Iduineans, wvre proselvtcf of justiee, well 
as of the original naiive Jew.s, greatly eoi. firms that 
maxim of the rabbins, here set down by Keland, that 
Jerusalem was not assigned, or appropriated, to the 
tritie of lienjainin or Judah, but eicry tribe had equal 
right to It [at their coming to worship there at the se- 
veral fesiivals'l.” bee a little before, eh. ill, scei 
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repented that they had come thither. But the of fate, that so both he himself mi^?ht perish, 
»liame that would attend them in case tJiey and the multitude of the guards might perish 
returned without doing any thing at all, so with him ; for truly, as the night was far 
far overcame that their repentance, that they gone, and the storm very terrible, Ananus 
lay all night before the wall, though in a very [gave the guards in cloisters leave to go to 
bad encampment; for there broke out a pro-] sleep; while it came into the heads of the 
digious storm in the night, with the utmost ! zealots to make use of the saws belonging to 
violence, and very strmig winds, with tlie the temple, and to cut the bars of the gales 
largest showers of rain, with continu.:^! light- to pieces. The noise of the wind, and that 
niiigs, terrible thunderiiigs, and amazing con- not inferior sound of the thunder, did here al- 
cijssions and bellowings of the earth, tluit was so conspire with their designs, that the noise 
in an earthquake. These tilings were a ina- of the saws w'as not heard by the others, 
nifest indication that some destruction wasj 7. So they secretly w’ent out of the tcmjile 
roniing upon men, when the system of the I to the wall of the city, and made use of their 
uinid W'as put into tin's disorder; aiid any one |saw's, and ojiened that gate which was over- 
wouJd guess that these wonders foreshowed : against the Idiiineans. Now at first there 
Millie grand calamities that were coming. j came a fear upon the Iduineans themselves, 
6. Now the opinion ol tlie Iduineans and which disturbed them, as imagining that A- 


of the citizens was one and the same. The 
Iduineans thought that God was angry at their 
taking arms, and that they would not escape 
punishment for their making war upon their 
metropolis. Ananus and his party thought 
that they had conquered without fighting, 


nanus and his party were coming to attack 
them, so that every one of lliem had his right 
hand upon his sword, in order to defend him- 
self ; but they soon came to know who they 
were that came to them, and were entered the 
city. And bad the Id u means then tallen up- 


juid that God acted as a general for them ; | on the city, nothing could have hindered them 
hut truly they jiroved both ill conjectures at 'from destroying the people, every man of 
what W'as to come, and made those events to | them, such was the rage they were in at that 
be ominous to their enemies, while they were | time; but they first of all made haste to get 
tlunnselvcs to undergo the ill eflects of them ;Ithe zealots out of eustiidy, which those that 
for the Iduineans fenced one another by unit- ! brought them in earnestly desired them to do, 
ing their bodies into one band, and thereby * and not overlook tliose fur whose sake they 
kept themselves warm, and connecting their 'were come, in the midst of their distresses, 
shields over their heads, were not so much ! nor to bring them into a still greater danger ; 


hurt by the rain. But the zealots w'ore more 
deeply concerned for the danger these men 
were in tlian they were for tiiemselves, and 


for that when they had once seized upon the 
guards, it would be easy fortliem to fall upon 
the city ; hut that if the city were once alarmed. 


der their coming into the temple. 


got together, and looked about them, to see j they would not then he able to overcome those 
wlietlier they could devise any means of as- .guards, because as soon as they should per- 
sisting them. The hotter sort of them thought j ceive they w'ere there, they would put them- 
ii. best to force their guards with their arms, selves in order lo figlit them, and would hii\- 
iiiid alter dial to fall into the midst of the ci- 
tv a; ' publicly open the gates to those that 
eame to their assistance; as supposing the 
;. iaril,s would he in disorder, and give way at 
s udi an unexjveclcd alteinjit of theirs, espe- 
cially as the greater part of them were uii- 
arined and unskilled in the alfuirs of w ar ; and 
that besides, the multitude of the citizens 
would not be easily gathered togetlier, but 
confined to their houses by the storm ; and 
that if theie were any hazard in tlieir iinder- 
h'king, it became them to sutler any thing 
whatsoever themselves, rather than to over- 
look so great a multitude as were miserably 
perisliing on their account. But the 


CIIABTER V. 

TllK CUliF.I/l V r.r THK IDl’MFANS, W HFN THEY 
W’r.HK r.OTTKN INTO TUt: TKMILE, DFUing 
TU t: STOUM ; AND OF J IIF ZKAl.OTS. CON- 
CKHMNG THE SLAI GHTEK OF A S AM S, AND 
JESFS, AND .'-ACIIAUIAS ; AND HOW TUB 
IDUMEANS UKTiaED HOME. 

^ I. Tuts advice pleased the Idnmcans, and 
they ascended through the city to the temple. 
The zealots were also in great expectation of 
prudent pait of them disapproved of this for- their coming, and earnestly waited for them, 
cihle method, because tin y saw not only the When therefore these were entering, they al- 
g'iards about them very numerous, hut the ! so came boldly out of the inner temple, and 
walls of the city itself carefully watched, by i mixing themselves with the Iduineans, they 
nason of the Idumeans. They also supposed I attacked the guards; and some of those that 
t'lat Ananus w'ould be cvcryw’lierc, .and visit j were upon liic watch, hut were fallen asleep, 
the guards every hour; which indeed was j they killed as they were asleep ; but as those 
done upon other nigiits, hut was omitted that ; that wore now awakened made a cry, the wdiole 
riiglit, not by reason of any slotiifuliiess of i multitude arose, and in the amazement tiiey 
Ananus, hut by the overhearing appointment Uvere in caught hold of their arms inunodiau*- 
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ly, and betook themselves to their own de- 
fence ; and so long as they tiiought they were 
only the zealots who attacked them, they 
went on boldly, as hoping to overpower them 
by their numbers; but when they saw others 
pressing in upon them also, they perceived 
the Idiiineans got in ; and the greatest 

part of them laid aside their arms, together 
w’ith their courage, and betook themselves to 
lamentations. lJut some lew of the younger 
sort covered themselves with their armour, 
and valiantly received the Idumeans, and for 
a while prt)tecte(l the multitude of okl men. 
Others, indeed, gave a signal to those that 
were in the city of the calamities they were 
in ; but when these were also made sensible 
that the Idniiieans were come in, none of them 
durst come to their assistance; only they re- 
turned the terrible echo of wailing, and la- 
mented tin misfortunes. A great ht)wlin^ 
of the women was excited also, and every one 
of the giiauls were in danger of being killed. 
The zealots also joined in the shouts raised 
by the Idumeans ; and the .storm itself ren- 
dered the cry more terrible ; nor did the Idu- 
ineans spare any body ; for as they arc natu- 
rally a most barharous ami bloody nation, 
and bad been distressed by the teoipesf, they 
made use of their weapons against those that 
hud shut the gater> against them, and acted in 
the same manner as to those that supplicated 
for their lives, and to those that fought tl 
insomuch that they ran through those will 
their swords who desired them to remember 
the relation there wa*. between them, and be; 
ged of them to have re;, aid to their common 
temple. Now there was at pi ent neither 
any place for flight nor any hope for preser- 
vation ; but as they were driven one upon 
another in heaps, so were they slain, 'i'hus 
the greater part were driven together by force, 

I there was now no place of retirement, and 
the murde iip( ul, lii 

lo other way, tlnew themselves down head- 
long into the city; uhciaby, in my opinion, 
they underwent a more miserable destruction 
than that vvhich tiny avoided, because that 
was a voluntai-y one. And now the outer 
temple was all of it overllowed with blood ; 
and that day, as it came on, saw eight thou- 
sand five hundred dead bodies there. 

2 , liut the rage of the Idumeans was not 
satiated by these slaughters; but they now 
betook tbetruelves to the city, and j)lundered 
every house, and slew everyone they met; and 
for the othei multitude, they esteemed it 
needless to go ou with killing them, but they 
nought for the high-priests, and i-lie generality 
went with the greatest zeal ag.iin^-t them; and 
us soon as they caught them (hey slew them, 
and then btarnling upon their dead bodies, in 
way of je.st, upbraide<l Ananns with his kind- 
ness lo the people, and Jesus with his speech 
made to them from the wall. Nay, they pro- 
cvedeil to tljai degree of impiety, as to cast 


I away their dead bodies without burial, al- 
though the Jews used to take so mucii care 
of the burial of men, that they took down 
those that were condemned and crucified, and 
buried them before the going down of the sun. 
1 should not mistake if I said that the death of 
Ananus was the beginning of the destruction 
of the cic^, and that from this very day may 
be dated the overthrow of her wall, and the 
ruin of her affairs, whereon they saw their 
liigli-pricst, and the procurer of their preser- 
vation, slain ill the midst of their city. He 
was on other accounts also a venerable, and a 
very just man ; and besides the grandeur of 
that nobility, and dignity, and honour, of 
which he was possessed, he had heen a lover 
of a kind of parity, cfvcii with regard to the 
meanest of the people ; he was a prodigious 
lover of liberty, and an admirer of a demo- 
cracy in government ; and did ever prefer the 
public welfare before his own advantage, and 
preferied peace above all things; for he was 
thoroughly sensible lhat the Romans were 
not to be comjuereil. He also I'ore.saw that 
of necessity a war would follow, and that mi- 
less the Jews ma<le up matters witli tiurm vei v 
dexterously, they would be destroyed ; to say 
all in a W’urd, if Ananns had survived thev 
had certainly coinj>i)UiiLled matters; for he 
lasliiewd man in sjieaking and persu.ni. 
ing the pcojile, and had alrc.iily gotten i!ie 
mastery of those that opposed ins designs, or 
were for the war. And the Jews had then 
I put abuntlancu of delays in the way of tlji 
j Romans, if they had had such a geiienil a^ 
he was. Jesus was also joined with him ; 
and although he wa.s inferior to him uj)oii the 
coiujiarison, he was superior lo the rest ; and 
1 cannot but think that it was because (iod 
had doomed this city lo destruction, as a ])ol- 
liited city, and was resolved to jiiirge his 
sanctuary by fire, that he cut oil' these their 
id sill ti-n 

that a little before Jtad worn the sacred g;ir- 
ments, and had \nesided over the public wor 
ship,* aiul had heen esteemed venerable by 
those that dwelt on the whole li.dnlable eailh 
when they ca-me into our city, were cast out 
naked, and .seen to be the food of <logs anil 
wild beasts. And 1 cannot but imagine that 
virtue itself groaned at these men’s case, 
and lamented lhat she w'us here so terribly 
conquered by wickedness. And this at last 
I was the end of Ananus and* Jesus. 

3. Now’ after tJie.se \»'ere slain, the zealots 
and the mulliliide of the Idumeans fell niaai 
the people as upon a flock of profane animals, 
and cut their throats; and, for the ordinary 
sort, tluy were destroyed in what place soever 
they cauglit tliem. Rut for the noblcmt’n 
and the youtii, tiiey first caught them and 
bound them, and shut them up in prison, and 

♦ Kctrpuxr, Sfrrxttu, or “ worldly worship, ' as il’f 
author to the lUrbrews ealls the sanctuary tcyt 
c» '* *' wtirdlv .sancluary.*’ 
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put off' their slaughter, in hopes that some of 
them would turn over to their party ; but not! 
one of them would comply with their desires, 
hut all of them preferred death before being 
inrolled among such wicked wretches as acted 
against their own country. But this refusal 
of theirs brought upon them terrible tor- 
ments; for they were so scourged and tortur- 
ed, that their bodies were not able to sustain j 
their torments, till at length, and with diffi-j 
ulty, they had the favour to be slain. Th»sc| 
whom they caught in the day-time, were slain 
in the night, and then their bodies were carri- 
ed out and thrown away, that there might be 
room for other prisoners ; and the terror that 
w’as upon the peojde was so great, tliat no one 
had courage enough eitlier to weep openly for 
the dead man tliat was lelated to him, or bury j 
him ; but those that were shut up in tl h-l 
own houses, could only slied tears in secret, 

id durst not even groan itiu 
tion, lest any of ibei » sho ild la 

tliem ; for if tliey did, tliose that 
ed for otliers Soon underwent the same death 
with tin se whom tliey mourned for. Only 
in the n ^!it-time tliey would take up a little 
dust and throw’ it upon their bodies ; and even 
some that were the most ready to expose tliem- 
selves to danger, would do it in the day-time: 
and there were twelve thousand of the belter 
sort who perished in this manner. 

4 . And now these zealots and Idumean.s 
were <|uite weary of barely killing men, so 
they hail the impudence of setting up ficti- 
tious tribunals and judicatures for that pur- 
pose ; aiul as tliey intended to have Zacliarias,* 
the son of Baruch, one of the most eminent 
of the citixeiis, slain, — so what jirovoked them 
against Jii’ii was, that liatred of w ickedness i 
and love of liberty whiclt were so eminent in 
him ; be was also a rich man, so that by tak- 
ing liim off, they did not only hope to seize 
Ills effects, Imt also to gel rid of a man that 
had gre.r. power to destroy them. So they 

* Seme eemmonlators are readv to suppose that this 
“ Zacnaria- , the son of Uarueli,’’ lierc most uiijuslly 
slain by tl'.c Jews in the temple, was the very same per- 
sor, wiih “ Z. liari.-.s, the son of ltar.u'hia.s,” wJnnn our 
Savio-T s:i>s the Jews “ slew between the temple aiul the 
altar," Mat. xxiii, o 'I Ins is a somewluat straiifje ex- 
position; since Zeeliariah the prophet was really *’ the 
son of Harachiah,” anil ‘‘ grainlMin oi iiUlo” (Zeeh. i, 
I); and how he died, we have no other aewunt, than 
that befori? ns in St. Matthew : while this •• Zaehaiias” 
was “ the son of Hani' li." Sinee the slaiijjhler was past 
when our Saviour } i)ake those w’ouls, tlie Jews tlieii haii 
already slain hi. . tfUen as this slauKhler of " Zaeharias, 
the .son of IJariieh,’ in .lo-eplius, was then alxtui thirty- 
four years future. Anil since tli it slan ffiter was “ bt^’- 
tween the temjile and the altar," in the court of the 
priests, on of tlio most sac \\l and remote parts of the 

whole temi. . , .. ... ' ^ ... vords, 

in the iniitdle of the Icinple, .md omcli the iiu t )»ri>- 
bable in the court of Israel only (for we h.xvc 
niation that the zealots had at this lime pmf.med (he 
court of the prlc.sts. .Sec b. v, eh. i, sci-t. 'jf. ,\,,r do 
I Indicvc that our .losonluis, who .always insists on t.'ie 

t ieeuiiar siicredne.ss of die miosl . ml of the holy 
louse that w«s jii it, have omitted ‘rial an 

Aggravation of this barbarous murder, a.s jicrpetratcd in 
A place so very lioly, h;nl that been the true place of it. 
See Antiq, b. xi, eh. vii, wet. 1, and the not* here on 
“• V, ch. I, ueef. 


called together, by a public proclamation, se- 
venty of the principal men of the populace, 
for a show, as if they were real judges, while 
they bad no proper authority. Before these 
was Zaeharias accii.sed of a design to betray 
their polity to the Romans, and having trai- 
torously sent to Vespasian for that purpose. 
Now there appeared no jiroof or sign of what 
he was accused; hut they affirmed them- 
selves that they were well persuaded that so 
it was, and desired that such their jiffirmation 
might he taken for sufficient evidence. Now 
when Zaeharias clearly saw that there w’as no 
way remaining for his escape from them, as 
having been treacherously called before them, 
and then put in prison, but not with any in- 
tention of a legal (rial, he took great liberty 
of speech in that despair of life he was under. 
Accordingly he stood up, and laughed at their 
pretended accusation, and a few words 

nfuted till . laid i liis charge ; after 

-vhicli he tn ?d his spt h to his accusers, 
and went over distinctly all their trans jrcssions 
of the law, and made heavy lamentations 
upon the confusion they had brought publir 
aff'air.s to; in the mean time the zealots grev 
tuinulliious, anil had much ado to abstain 
from drawing their swords, although they de 
signed to preserve the appearance and show 
of judicature to the end. They were also 
desirous, on other accounts, to try the judges 
w'hether they would be mindAtl of what 
W’as just at their own peril. Now the seven- 
ty judges brought in their verdict, that the 
person accused was not guilty, — as choosing 
rather to die themselves with him, than to 
have his deatli laid at their doors; hereupon 
there arose a great clamour of the zealots 
upon bis acquittal, and they all had indigna- 
tion at the judges, for not understanding that 
the authority that was given them w'as but in 
jest. .So two of the boldest of them fell upon 
Zaeharias in the middle of the temple, and 
slew him ; and as he fell down dead they 
bantered him, and said, “ Thou hast also 
our verdict, and this will prove a more sure 
acquittal to tiiec than the other.” They also 
threw him down out of the temple immedi- 
ately into the valley beneath it. Moreover, 
tliey struck tlie judges w’ith the backs of their 
swords, by way of abuse, and thrust them 
out of the court of the temple, and spared 
their lives with no other design than that, 
when they were dispersed among the peojile 
in the city, they might become their messen- 
gers, to let them know they were no belter 
than slaves. 

5. But by this time the Idumeans repent- 
ed of their coming, and were displeased at 
what had been done ; and when they were as- 
sembled together by one of the zealots, w'lio 
had come privately to them, he declared to 
I them what a number of wricked pranks they 
bad themselves done in conjunction with those 
thiit invited them, and gave a particular ac- 
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count of what mischiefs had been done against which these Idumeans retired from Jerusalem, 
their metropolis.— He snici, that they had ta- and went home; which departure of theirs was 
ken arms, as though the high>pries}.!; were be- a great surprise to both parties ; for the peo- 
traying their metropolis to the Romans, but pie, not knowing of their repentance, pulled 
had found no indication of any such trea- up their courage for a while, as eased of so 
chery ; but that they had succoured those many of their enemies, while the zealots grow 
that had pretended to believe such a thing, more insolent, not as deserted hy their confu 
while they did themselves the works of w-ar derates, but as freed from such men as might 
and tyranny, after an insolent manner. It hinder their designs, and put some stuj) to 
had been indeed their business to have hin- their wickedness. Accordingly they made no 
dcred them from such their proceedings at longer any delay, nor took any deliberation 
the first, blit seeing they hail once been part- in their enormous practices, hut made use of 
ners with thciu in sliedding the blood of their the shortest methods for all their executions; 
own countrymen, it was high time to j)ut a and what they had once resolved u})on, they 
stop to such crimes, and not continue to af- put in practice sooner than any one could 
ford any more assistance to such ns are sub- imagine; but their thirst w'as chiefly after the 
verting the laws of their forefathers ; for that blood of valiant men, and men of good faini- 
if any had taken it ill that the gates had been lies; the one sort of whom they destroyed out 
slint against them, and they had not been of envy, the other out of fear ; for they tljoughi 
permitted to come into the city, yet that those their whole security lay in leaving no potent 
who had excluded them have been punished, men alive; on which account they slew do. 
and Ananiis is dead, and that almost all those lion, a person eminent in dignity, and on ac« 
people had been destroyed in niglit’s count of his family aho ; he was also for de- 

That one may perceive many of them- mocracy, and of as great boldness and free, 
selves now repenting for what they had done, dom of spirit as were any of the Jews who. 
and might see the horrid barbarity of those soever ; the principal thing that ruined liiin, 
that had invited them, and that they had no aihled to his other advantages, was his free, 
regal d to such as had saved them; that they speaking. Nor did Niger of Perea escape their 
were so impudent as to perpetrate the vilest hands; he had been a man of great valour in 
things, under the eyes of those who had sup- their war with the Romans, but was now 
ported tin id that I heir wicked actions draw n through the middle of the city, aiai, 

would he laid to the charge of the Iduuieaiis, as he went, he frequently cried out, and show 
•ind would be so laid to their charge, till ed the scars of his wounds ; and when he was 
somebody obstructs their proceedings, or sepa- draw'ii out of the gates, and despaired of his 
rates hiinstlf from liie same wicked action ; f preservation, he besought them to grant him 
that they therefore* ought to retire home, since | a burial ; hut as they had threatened him he- 
thc imputation of (reason apj-.cars to he a ca- | forehand not to grant him any spot of eartii 
lunmy, and that there was no expectation ' for a grave, which he chielly desired of them, 
of the coining of the Romans at this time, so did tluy slay him [without permitting him 
and that the government of the city was se- to be huriedl. Now when they were slaying 
cured by such walls as cannot easily he thrown him, he made this iminecation upon thtiii, 
I'own; and, by avoiding any farther fellow- that tliey might undergo both famine and 
ship with these bad men, ;o make some ex- pestilence in this war, and hesiiles all that, 
cose for themselves, as to w jiat they had been they might come to the niimml slaughuT o/ 
so far deluded, as to have hecn partners v.ith one another ; all which impreeations (iixi cen- 
thcin hitherto. : firiiiefl against tiiese iuqiious men, and was 

! what came most justly upon them, when luif 
Jong afterward they tasted of their own mad 


ness in their mutual seditious one against an o 
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tiler. So when this Niger was killed, tho.r 
fears of heiiig ovirlurned were diininisheJ, 


HOW THK ZI AI.OTS, W'HKN TULY WEKK FUF.EI) 


ami indeed there was no part of the people 


FHO.M THE IL)U.MI:anS, SLEW' A GREAT MANY, blit they found out some pretence to destroy 
MORE OF THE CITIZENS; ANH HOW VE.SPA- j them ; tor soiiic wcro therefore slain, htcaiiM.' 


SIAN IHSSUADED THK ROMANS, W'HEN THEY 
WIRE VERY EARNEST TO MARCH AGAINST 
THE JEWS, FROM PUOCLEUING IN THE WAR 
AT THAT TIME. 

§ 1 . The Idumeans complied witii these 
persuasions ; and in the hist place, they set 
those that were in the prisons at liberty, being 
about two thousand of the populace, who 
litereiipon fled away immediately to Simon, 
une whom we shall speak of presently. After 


they had had dillerences v>itli some of them ; 
and as to those that had nut opposed them in 
times of peace, they w'atched seasonable op- 
portunities to gain some accusation against 
them ; and if any one did not come near them 
at all, lie was under their suspicion as a proud 
man ; if any one came with boldness, he was 
esteemed a contemner of them ; and if any 
one came as aiming to oblige tlietn, he was 
supposed to have sinne treacherous plot a- 
gainst them i while the only punishment of 
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crimes, whether they were of the greatest or 
smallest sort was deatl). Nor could any one 
escape, unless he were very inconsiderable, 
either on account of the meanness of his 
birth, or on account of his fortune. 

And now all the rest of the commanders 
of the Romans deemed this sedition among 
their enemies to be of great advagtage to them, 
a IK. were very earnest to march to the city ; 
and they urged Vespasian as their lord and 
gtm ral in all cases, to make haste, and said 
to him, That “the providence of God is on our 
side, by setting our enemies at variance against 
one another; that still the change in such cases 
may be sudden, and the Jews may quickly 
be at one again, cither because they may be 
tired out with their civil miseries, or repent 
them of such doings.” Rut Vepasian replied, 
that they were greatly mistaken in what they 
tliought fit to be done, as those that, upon the 
tlieafre love to make a show of their hands, 
and of their weapons, but do it at their own 
hazard, without considering what was for their 
advantage, and for their security; for that if 
the} now go and at lack the city immediately, 
they shall but occasion their enemies to unite 
fogc'ther, and slnall convert tlieir force, nowit 
is in its height, against themselves ; but if they 
stay a while they shall have fewer enemies 
because they will be consumed in this sedi- 
tion : that God acts as a general of the Ro- 
mans better than he can do, and is giving the 
Jews up to them without any pains of their 
own, and granting their army a victory with- 
out any danger; that thcreforeit is their best 
way, while tlieir enemies are destroying each 
other with their own hands, and falling into 
the greatest of misfortunes, wliich is that of 
sedition, to sit still as spectators of the dangers 
they ruo wko, rather than to light hand to 
hand wdtn men that love murdering, and an 
mad one against another. “ Rut if any one 
imagines tliat the glory of victory, when it i 
goLten without fighting, will be more insipid, 
let him know this much, that a glorious suc- 
cess, quietly obtained, js more profitable than 
the dangers of a battle ; for we ought to es- 
teem those diat do what is agreeable to tem- 
perance and pruiience, no less glorious than 
those that have gained great lepiitation by 
tlieir actions iii war ; that he shall lead 
his army with greater f<»rce when their ene- 
mies are diministied, and his own army refresh- 
ed after the cou;inual labours they had under- 
gone. However, that this is m>t a proper 
time to propose to ourselves the glory of vic- 
tnry ; for that the Jews are not now employ- 
ed in making of armour or building of walls, 
nor indeed in getting together aiixiiiaries, 
while the advantage will be on their side whe 
give them such opportunity of delay ; but 
lliat the Jews are vexed to pieces every day by 
their civil wars and dissensions, and arc under 
greater misfortunes than, if they were once 
■*4ken, could be inilicted on them bv us. 


Whether, therefore, any one hath regard to 
what is for our safety, he ought to sufier these 
Jews to destroy one another ; or whether he 
hath regard to the greater glory of the action, 
we ought by no means to meddle with these 
men, now they are afflicted with a distemper 
at home ; for should we now conquer them, it 
would be said the conquest was not owing to 
our bravery, but to their sedition.” 

3. And now the commanders joined in 
their approbation of what Vespasian had said, 
and it was soon discovered how wise an opi- 
nion he had given ; and indeed many there 
w’ere of the Jews that deserted every day, and 
fled away from the zealots, although their 
flight w’as very difficult, since they had guard- 
ed every passage out of the city, and slew 
every one that was caught at them, as taking 
it for granted they were going over to the 
Romans; yet did he who gave them money 
get clear ofl’, while lie only that gave them 
none was voted a traitor. So the upshot was 
this, that the rich purchased their flight by 
money, while none but the poor were slain. 
Along all the roads also vast numbers of dead 
bodies lay in heaps, and even many of those 
that were so zealous in deserting, at length 
chose rather to perish within the city; for the 
ht»pes of burial made death in their own city 
appear of the two less terrible to them. But 
these zealots came at last to that degree of 
barbarity, as not to bestow a burial eitlier on 
those slain in the city, or on those that lay 
along the roads ; but as if they had made an 
agreement to cancel both the laws of tlieir 
country and the laws of nature, and, at the 
same time that they defiled men with the*- 
wicked actions, they would pollute the Divi- 
nity itself also, they left the dead bodies ,to 
putrify under the sun : and the same punish, 
ineul was allotted to such as buried any, as 
to those that deserted, which was no other 
than death; while he that granted the favour 
of a grave to another, would presently stand 
in need of a grave himself. To say all in a 
word, no otlv r gentle passion was so entirely 
lost among them as mercy ; for what were the 
greatest ol>jects of pily did most of all irritate 
these wretches, and they transferred their 
rage from the living to those tliat had been 
sl.ain, and from the dead to the living. Nay, 
the terror was so very great, that he who sur- 
vived called them that were first dead happy, 
as being lU rest already ; as did those that 
were under torture in the prisons, declare, 
that, upon this comparison, those that lay un- 
biiricd were the happiest. These men, there- 
fore, trampled upon all the laws of man, and 
laughed at the laws of God ; and for the ora- 
cles of tl.., prophets, they ridiculed them as 
the tricks of jugglers ; yet did these prophets 
foretell many things concerning [the rewards 
of] virtue, and [punishments of] vice, which 
when these zealots violated, they occasioned 
the fulfilling of those very prophecies belong 
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ing to their own country : for there was a 
certain ancient oracle of those men, tliat the 
city should then be taken and the sanctuary 
burnt, by right of war, when a sedition should 
invade the Jew's, and their own hand should 
pollute the temple of God.* Now, w-tiile 
these zealots did not [(juite] disbelieve these 
predictions, they made themselves the instru- 
ments of their accomplishment. 


CHAPTER VII. 

HOW JOHN TYRANNIZED OVER THE REST ; AND 
WHAT MISCHIEFS THE ZEALOTS DID AT MA- 
SADA. HOW ALSO VESPASIAN TOOK GADAUA ; 
AND WHAT ACTIONS WERE PERFORMED BY 
PLACI DUS. 

§ 1. IIy this time John was beginning to 
tyrannize, and thought it beneath him to ac- 
cept of barely the same honours that others 
had ; and joining to himself by degrees a 
party of tlie most wicked of lliem all, he 
broke oft’ from the rest of the faction. This 
was brought about by his still disagreeing 
with the opinions of others, and giving out 
injunctions of his own, in a very imperious 
manner ; so that it was evident lie was setting 
up a monarchical power. Now some sub- 
mitted to iiiin out of tlieir fear of him, and 
others out of their good-will to him; for he 
was a slirew d man to entiee men to him, both 
Dv deluding them and jiiitting cheats upon 
tiiem. Nay, many there were that thougiit 
tliey should he safer themselves, if the causes 
of their past insolent actions should now he 
reduced to one head, and not to a great many. 
His activity was so greaf, and (liat both in 
action and counsel, that he had not a few 
guards about him ; yet was there a great party 
of his antagonists that left him ; among whom 
envy at him weighed a great deal, while they 
tlionght it a very heavy tiling to be in suh- 
iection to one that was formerly their equal. 
Put the main reason that moved men against 
liim was the dread of nmnarchy, for they 
could not hope easily to put an end to his 
power, if he had once obtained it; and yet 
they knew tliat he would liave this pretence 

♦ This prediction, that the city (JeruMiIcin) should 
then “ betaken, anti the sanctuary Ijurnt by right of war, 
when a scdiiitni should inv.'idc the Jews, and their own 
hands should pollute that temple;” or, as it is, b. vi, eh. 
ii, sect. 1, when any one slunild iK'gin to slay his 
ctiuntrynien in the city," is wanting in our present co- 
pes of the <Jl(l T'eslament. See Essay on the Old Tes- 
tannent, p. Ihl — lit;. Hut this pretiieliun, as Josephus 
well remarks here, th.jugh, with other predictions of 
the urophets, it was now laughed at by the seditious, 
was by iheir very ineaiis sooti csactly tultilled. H«>w- 
es'cr, 1 cannot but here lake notice oi iVioliiis's positive 
assertion u{>on Mat. xxvtj 9, here qu<ned by Dr. Hud- 
son, that “ it ought to lie taken tor granted, ius a eerUin 
truth, that many predietions of the Jewish prophets 
were preserved, not in wriling. but by meinory.” VVnere- 
SA, it seems to me so far from certain, that I tiiink it has 
AO evidence tun probability at all. 


always against them, that they had opposed 
him when he was first advanced ; while every 
one chose rather to suffer any thing w hatso- 
ever in war, than that, when they had been 
in a voluntary slavery for some time, they 
should afterward perish. So the sedition was 
divided into two parts, and John reigned 
in opposition to his adversaries over one of 
hem : hut for their leaders, they watched one 
another, nor did they at all, or at least very lit- 
tle, meddle with arinsin their quarrels; hutthey 
fought earnestly against the peojile, and con. 
tended one w ith anotiier which of them should 
bring home the greatest prey. Hut because 
the city had to struggle with three or tiie 
greatest misfortunes, war, and tyram y, umf 
sedition, it appeared, upon the comparison, 

I that the war was the least troublesome to tlie 
populace of them all. Accordingly they ran 
away from their own houses to foreigners, ami 
obtained that preservation from the lloinan 
which they despaired to obtain among ilnir 
ow'n people. 

*J, And now' a fourth misl'ortniie arose, in 
order to bring our nation to destruction. 
There was a fortress of very great strength 
not far from Jerusalem, which had been built 
by our ancient kings, both as a repository for 
their eficcts in the hazards of war, and for the 
preservation of their bodies at the same time. 
It is called Masada. Those that were called 
Suarii had taken possession of it formerly ; 
hut at tin’s time they over-ran tlic neighbour 
ing countries, aiming only to procure to them- 
selves necessaries ; for the fear they were then 
in prevented their further ravages ; but when 
once they were informed that the lloinan army 
lay still, and that the Jew's w'ero divided between 
setiition and tyrnmiy, they boldly undertook 
greattvr matters ; and til the feast of niileavi-n- 
ed bread, which the Jews celebrate in memory 
of ilieir deliverance from the Egyptian la)tul- 
age, when they were sent back into tlie coun- 
try of their forefathers, they caim.' down hy 
night, w ithout being discovered hy tliosc that 
could liave jirevented them, and over-ran a 
eeriain small city called Engaddi : — in which 
expedition they jirevented those citizens that 
could liave .stopped them, heroic tliey (v)iilil 
arm themselves and light them. 'I'hey also 
dispersed them, and cast them out of the city. 
As for such as ctnild not run away, being 
women and children, they slew' of tlieni above 
seven hundred. Afterward,” wlien they had 
carried every thing out of their houses, and 
had seized upon all the fruits that were in a 
flourishing condition, they brought them into 
Masada. And iiuleed these men laid all the 
villages that w'crc about tlie fortress w-aste, and 
made the whole country desolate ; while there 
came to them every day from all parts, not a 
few men as corrupt as themselves. At this 
lime all the other regions of Judea that had 
hitherto been at rest w ere in motion, hy means 
of the robbers. Now as it is in a human body> 
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if the principal part be inflamed, all the mem> 
bcrs are subject to the same distemper, so by 
means of the sedition and disorder tiiat was in 
the metropolis had the wicked men that were 
in the country opportunity to ravaj^e the same. 
Accordingly, when every one of them had 
plundered their own villages, they then retired 
into tlie desert ; yet were these men that now 
got together and joined in tlie conspiracy by 
parties, too small for an army, and too many 
for a gang of thieves ; and thus did they fa“ 
upon the lioly places * and the cities ; yet did j 
It now so happen that they were sometimes I 
very ill treated by those upon whom they fell 
with such violence, and w-ere taken by them 
as men are taken in war : but still they pre - 
vented any farther punishment as do robbers, 
who as sooji as their ravages [are discovered], 
run their w'ay. Nor was there now any part 
of Judea that was not in a ini:;erable coiidU 
tioTi, as well as its most eminent city also, j 
J. These things were told Vespasian by j 
deserters ; for althougli tlie seditious watched i 
all the passages out of the city, aiul destroyed i 
all, w'hosoever they were, that came thither, ! 
yet w'crc there some tliat had concealed them- 
selves, and, w hen they liad fled to the Homans, 
persuaded their general to come lo their city’s J 
assistance, and save the renmin<ler of the peo- ■ 
nle ; informing him withal, that it was upon® 
account of the people’s good-will to the Ho-' 
mans that many of them w'cre already slain, ® 
a?)d the survivors in danger of the same treat- ! 
inent. Vespasian did indeed already pity the 
calamities these men were in, and arose, in 
appearance, as tlumgli he was going to be- j 
si<‘ge Jerusalem, — but in reality to deliver 
them from a | worse] siege they were already . 
umler. However he was obliged at first to 
overthrow w'hat remained elsewhere, and to ■ 
1» ”ve nothing out of Jerusalem behind him, 
that miglit interrupt him iii that siege. Ac- 
cordingly he marched against Ga<iara, the 
ii.etropolis of Herea, which was a place of 
strength, and entered tliat city on the fourth 
day of the month Dystrus [ Adar] ; fur the 
men of power had sent an embassage to Iiiin, 
without tlie knowledge of the seditious, to 
treat about a surrender ; which they did out 
of the desire they had of peace, and for saving 
their effects, because many of the citizens of 
Gadara were rich men. This embassy the 
oppo^,ite party knew nothing of, hut discover- 
ed it as Vespa*:an was approaching near the 
city. However, tliey ilespaircd of keeping 
possession of the ci:y, as being inferior in 

• fiy these or “ holy iw lUstii.et from 

cities, must be iiicaui “ inoseueha',” or " lumses of 
prayer” out of cities; of whieli wo fiiul mi iition ma<le 
m the New TesUuuenl and other authors. See Luke 
vi, lit; Aels xvi, l.S, Ki; Aiiti<i h. xiv, eh. x, soot. ; 
Josopfius’s iafo, sect. Ol. lu qua (e qujvro proseu- 
cha; Juven.'il Sat. ili, ver. t'PtJ. They were situated 
sometimes by the sides of rivers, Acts xvi, l.>, or by 
the sca-sidc, Aniiq. b. xiv, ch. x, sect. ‘i’3. So did the 
seventy-two iutcr])TeU‘rs po to pray every mormng by 
tlie sea-side, before they went to their work, b. xii, ch. 
u sect. 12. 
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number to their enemies who were within the 
city, and seeing the Romans very near to the 
city; so they resolved to fly, but thought it 
dishonourable to do it without shedding some 
hlood, and revenging themselves on the au- 
thors of this surrender; so they seized upon 
Dolcsus (a person not only the first in rank 
and family in tiiat city, but one that seemed 
the occasion of sendingsuch an embassy) and 
slew him, and treated his dead body after a 
barbarous manner, so very violent was their 
anger at him, and then ran out of the city. 
And as now' the Homan army was just upon 
them, the people of Gadara aiimitted Vespa- 
sian with joyful acclamations, and received 
from him the security of his right hand, as 
also a garrison of horsemen and footmen, to 
guard them against the excursions of the 
runagates ; for as to their wall, they had pull- 
ed it down before the Romans desired tnem 
so to do, that they might thereby give them 
assurance that they were lovers of peace, and 
that, if they had a mind, they could not now 
make war against them. 

d. And now Vespasian sent Placidus againnt 
those that had fled from Gadara, with five 
hundred horsemen, and three thousand foot- 
men, while he returned himself to Cesarea, 
with the rest of the army. Hut as soon as 
these fugitives saw the horsemen that pursued 
them just upon their backs, and before they 
cain<! to a close flglit, they ran together to a 
certain village, which was called Hellienna- 
bris, where finding a great multitude of young 
men, and arming them, partly by their own 
consent and partly by force, tliey rashly and 
suddenly assaulted Placidus and the troops 
that were witli him. 'I'hese horsemen at the 
first onset gave way a little, as contriving to 
entice them farther off the wall ; and wlien 
they b;id drawn them into a place fit for theli 
purpose, they made their horse encompass 
them round, and threw their darts at them. 
St) the horsemen cut olf the flight of the fu- 
gitives, while the foot terribly destroyed those 
that fought 'gainst lliern ; for those Jews did 
I no more than show their courage, and then 
' were destroyed ; for as they fell upon the 
Romans w'hen tliey w’cre joined close together, 
and, as it were, walled about w-ith their en- 
tire armour, they were not able to find any 
place where liie darts could enter, nor were 
, they any way able to break their ranks, while 
i they were themselves run through by the Ho- 
man darts, and, like the wildest of w-ild beasts, 
rushed upon the points of the others’ sw ords ; 
;SO some of them were destroyed, as cut with 
' their enemies’ swords upon their faces, and 
others w'erc dispersed by the horsemen. 

I Ni w Placidus*s concern was to exclude 
them in their flight from getting into the vil- 
lage ; and causing his horse to march conti- 
; nually on that side of them, he then turned 
j short upon them, and at the same lime his 
linen made use of their darts, and easily took 
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their aim at those that were the nearest to them, 
as they made those that were farther otf turn 
back by the terror they were in, till at last 
the most courageous of them brake through 
those horsemen and iled to the wall of the 
village. And now those that guarded the 
wall w'tere in great doubt what to do ; for 
they could not bear the tlioughtsof excludii; 
tliose that came from Gadara, because of their 
own people that were among them ; and yet, 
if they should admit them, they expected to 
perish with them, which came to pass accord- 
ingly ; for as they were crowding together at 
the wall, the Roman horsemen were just ready 
to fall ill with them. However, the guards 
prevented them, and shut the gates, when 
I’lacidus made an assault upon them, and, 
fighting courageously till it was dark, he 
got possession of tlie wall, and of the peo^ 
pie that were in the city, when the useless 
multitude were destroyed j but those that 
were more potent ran away ; and the soldieis 
plutidered the houses, and set the village on 
tire. As for those that ran out of the village, 
they stirred up such as were in the country, 
and exaggerating their own calamities, and 
telling them that the whole army of the Ro- 
mans were upon them, they put them into 
great fear on every si<le ; so they got in great 
numbers together, and lied to Jericho, for 
tliey knew no other place that could adbrd 
them any hope of escaping, it being a city 
tiiat hud u strong w'ull, and u great multitude 
of iniiabitants. But RIacidus, relying much 
upon his horsemen and his former good suc- 
cess, followed tiicm, and slew all that he over- 
look, as far as Jordan ; and when he had 
driven the whole multitude to the river-side, 
where they were stopped by the current (for 
it had been augmented lately by rains, and 
was not fordable) be pul his soldiers in array 
4/ver-against them ; so the necessity the others 
were in, provoked them to hazard a battle, 
because there was no place whither they 
could flee. They then cxteiiUed themselves 
a very great way along the hanks of the 
river, and sustained the darts tiiat w ere thrown 
at them as well as the attacks of the hoise- 
luen who beat many of them, and piislied 
them into the current. At whieli fight, hand 
to hand, fifteen thousand of them were slain, 
while the number of those that were unwil- 
lingly forced to leap into Jordan was prodi- 
gious. There were besides, two thousand 
and two hundred taken prisoners. A mighty 
prey was taken also, consisting of asses, and 
sheep, and camels, and oxen. 

(5. Now this destruction that fell upon the 
Jews, as it was not inferior to any of the rest 
ii- itself, so did it still appear greamr than it ! 
really was; and this, because not only the! 
whole of the country through which they ded | 
was filled with slaughter, and Jordan could | 
not be passed over, by reason of the dead j 
bodies that w ere in il, but because the lake As- i 


phaltitis was also full of dead bodies, that were 
carried down into it by the river. And now 
Placidiis, after this good success that he had, 
fell violently upon the neiglibouring smaller 
cities and villages; when he took Abiiu, and 
Julias, and Bezemoth, and all those that lay 
as far as the lake Asphaltitis, and put such 
of the deserters into each of them as he 
he thought proper. He then put his soldiers 
on board the ships, and slew such as had tied 
to the lake, insomuch that all IVrca iiad ei- 
ther surrendered themselves, or were taken hy 
the Romans, as far as Macherus. 


CHAPTER VIll. 

HOW VKSP ASIAN, UPON IIEAUING OF SOME COM . 
AIOTIONS IN GALL,* MADE HASTE TO FINISH 
THE JEWISH WAR. A DESCRIPTION OF JE- 
RICHO, AND OF THE GREAT PLAIN ; WITH 
AN ACCOUNT BESIDES OFTIIE LAKE ASliniAL- 
TITIS. 

§ 1. In the mean time, an account came that 
there were commotions in Gall, and that Vin- 
dex, together with ihe men of power in that 
country, hud revolted from Nero; which alJair 
is more accurately doftcrihed elsewhere. 'I'his 
report thus related to Vespasian, excited him 
to go on briskly with the war; for he foresaw 
already the civil wars v\hich were coming upon 
them, nay, that the very goveinment was in 
danger; and he tiiought, if he could (irst re- 
duce the eastern parts of the empire to peace, 
he should make the fears for Italy the ligliter; 
while therefore the winter was his Jiituirance 
[from going into the field], he put garrisons 
into the villages and smaller cities for their 
security; he put decurions also into the villa- 
ges, and centurions Into the eiiies; he besides 
this rebuilt many of tlie cities that had been 
laid waste ; but at the beginning of the spring 
he took the greatest part of his army, and led 
it from Cesarea to Antipatris, where he spent 
two days in settling the aH'aiis of that city, 
and then, on the third day, he marched on, 
laying waste and burning ail the nr igfibuur- 
ing villages. And when he had laid waste 
itll the places about the toparchy of Thamnas, 
he passed on to Lydda and Janmia ; and 
when both tlio'-e cities had come over to him, 
he placed a great many of Ihose that had 
come over to him [from other places] as in- 
habitants therein, and then came to Ernmaus, 
w'here he seized upon the passages which 
led thence to their metropolis, and fortified 
his camp, and leaving the fifth legion therein, 
he came to the toparchy of Belli letephoii. 
He then destroyed that place, and the neigh- 
bouring places, by fire, and fortified, at pro])cr 
places, Uie strong holds all about Idumea, 

« (ir. (iaratt;i. »ui<l so every when* 
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uiid M'hcn hu had seized upon two villages, 
which w-erc in the very midst ol' Idumea, I3e- 
tiiris, and Caphartobas, he slew above ten 
thousand of the people, and carried into ca|>- 
tivity above a thousand, and drove away the 
rest of the multitude, and placed no small 
part of his own forces in them, who over-ran 
and laid waste the whole mountainous coun- 
try ; wliile he, with ihc rest of his forces, re- 
turned to Kmmaus, wlieiicc he came down 
througli the country of Samaria, and hard by 
the city, by others called Neapolis (or Sicheni) 
but by the people of that country Mabortha, 
to Corea, where he pitched his camp, on the 
second day of tiie month DiCsius [Siv.in] ; and 
on the day following he came to Jericho ; on 
which day Trajan, one of his commanders, 
joined him with the forces he brought out of 
Perea, all the places beyond Jordan being 
subdued already. 

U. Hereupon a great multitude prevented 
their apjrroacli, and came out of Jericho, and 
fled to those mountainous parts tliat lay over- 
against Jerusalem, while that part which was 
left behind was in a great measure destroyed; 
they also found the city desolate. It is situ- 
iited in a piaJn ; but a naked and barren 
mountain, of a great length, hangs over it, 
wiiich extends itself to the land about Scytho- 
polls northward, but as far as the country of 
Sedoin, and the utmost limits of the lake As- 
piialtitis soutliward. This mountain is all of 
iL very uneven and utiinhabited, by reason of 
its barrenness: there is an opposite mountain 
that is situated over-against it, on the other 
side of Jordan ; this la:>l begins at Julias and 
the northern quarters, aiui extentls itself 
southward as far as Soinorrhon,* wliich is the 
bounds of Tetra, in Arabia. In this ridge of 
mountains there is one called the Iron Moun- 
tain, that runs in length as far as Moab. Now 
the region (hat lies in the middle between these 
ridges of inoLiiitains, is called the Great Plain ; 
it reaches from the village Ginnabris, as far 
as the lake Asplialtilis ; its leiigtii is two hun- 
dred aiul tliirty furlongs, and its breadth a 
hundred and tw'enty, and it is divided in the 
midst by Joi dan. It hath two lakes in it; 
that of Asphaltitis, and that of Tiberias, w hose 
natures are opposite to each other ; for the 
former is salt and unfruitful; but that of Tibe- 
as is sweet and fruitful. This plain is much 
burnt up in summer-time, and, by reason of 
the extraordinat*) heat, contains a very un- 
wholesome air ; it is all destitute of water ex- 
cepting the river Jordan, which water of 
Jordan is the occasion wliy those plantations 
of palm-trees that are near its banks, are more 
nourishing, and much more fruitful, as those 

• Whether this Somorrhon, or Soitiorrha, ought not 
wJ be here written Gomnrrha, as st)mc MSS. iii a man- 
ner have it (for the place meant by Josephus seems to 
be near Segor, or Zoar. at the very south of the Dead 
sea, hard by which stood Sodom and (Jomorrha), can- 
not now bp certainly dctei mined ; but seems bv no means 
unprobable. 
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that are remote from it not so flourishing, or 
fruitful. 

3. Notwithstanding which, there is a foun- 
tain by Jericho, that runs plentifully, and is 
very fit for w'atering tlie ground ; it arises 
near the old city, which .loshiia, the son of 
Nun, the general of the Hebrews, took the 
first of all the cities of the land of Canaan, 
by right of war. The report is, that this 
fountain, at the beginning, caused not only 
the blasting of the earth and the trees, but of 
the children born of w'omen ; and that it was 
entirely of a sickly a»id corruptive nature to 
all things whatsoever, but that it w'as made 
gentle, and very wholesome and fruitful, by 
ihe prophet Elisha. This prophet was fami- 
liar with Elijah, and was his successor, who 
W'hen he once was the guest of the people of 
Jericho, and the men of the place had treated 
him very kindly, he both made them amends 
as well as ti»e country, by a lasting favour ; 
for he went out of the city to this fountain, 
and threw’ into the current an earthen vessel 
full of salt; after which he stretched out his 
rigliteous hand unto heaven, and, pouring 
out a mild drink-oll’ering, he made this sup- 
plication, — Tliat the current might be molli- 
lled, and that the veins of fresh water might 
be opened : that God also w'oiikl bring int .» 
the place a more temperate and fertile air for 
the current, and would bestow upon the pco- 
pic of that country plenty of the fruits of the 
earth, and a succession of children ; and that 
this prolific water might never fail them, 
while they continued to be righteous."'* To 
these prayers Elisha joined proper operations 
of his hands, after a skilful manner, and 
changed the fountain; and that water, wdiich 
had been the occasion of barrenness and fa- 
mine before, from tiiat time did supply a nu- 
merous posterity, and ailorded great abun- 
dance to the country. Accordingly, the 
power of it is so great in watering the ground, 
that if it do but once touch a country, it af- 
fords a sweeter nourisliment than other waters 
do, when they lie so long upon them, till they 
are satiatcel with them. For which reason, tlie 
advantage gained from other waters, when 
they flow in great plenty, is but small, while 
that of this water is great when it flows even 
in little quantities. Accordingly it waters 
a larger space of ground than any other wa- 
ters do, and p.asses along a plain of seventy 
furlongs long, and twenty broad ; wherein it 
affords nourishment to those most excellent 
gardens that are thick set with trees. There 
are in it many sorts of palm-trees tliat are 
watered by it, different from each other in 
taste and name ; the belter sort of them, when 
they are pressed, yield an excellent kind of 
honey, not much inferior in sweetness to other 

♦ 'I his excellent prayer of Elisha is wanting in our 
copies, 2 Kings ii. 21, 22, tJiough it be rcfevre«l to a.so 
in tlie Aiiostoiical Constitutions, b. vii, ch. 1 «*ia tlie 
success of it is mentioned in them all 
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honey Tliis country withal produces honey 
from bees ; it also bears that balsam wdiich is 
the most precious of all the fruits in that 
place, cypress-trees also, and those that bear 
myrobalanum ; so that he who should pro- 
nounce this place to be divine would not be 
mistaken, wherein is such plenty of trees pro- 
duced as are very rare, and of the most excel- 
lent sort. And indeed, if we speak of those 
other fruits, it will not be easy to light on any 
climate in the habitable earth that can well be 
compared to it, — what is here sown comes up 
in such clusters: the cause of which seems 
to me to be the warmth of the air and the fei- 
tility of the waters; the warmth calling forth 
the sprouts, and making them spread, and the 
moisture making every one of them take root 
finnly, and supplying that virtue which it 
stands in need of in summer-time. Now' this 
country is then so sadly burnt up, that no- 
body cares to come at it ; and if the water be 
drawn op before sun-rising, and after thattx- 
posed to the air, it becomes exceeding cold, 
and becomes of a nature quite contrary to the 
ambient air: as in winter again it becomes 
warm; and if you go into it, it appears very 
gentle. The ambient air is here also of so 
good a temperature, that the people of the 
country are clothed in linen only, even when 
snow covers tlic rest of Judea. This place is 
one liundied and fifty furlongs from Jerusa- 
lem, and sixty fnwn Jordan, The country, 
as far as Jerusalem, is desert and stony ; but 
that as far as Jordan and the lake Asphal- 
titis lies lower indeed, though it be equally 
desert and barren. 13ut so much shall suf- 
fice to have been said about Jericho, and of 
the great happiness of its situation, 

4. The nature of the lake Asphaltitis is 
l'so worth describing. It is, as 1 have said 
already, bitter and unfruitful. It is so light 
[or thick] that it bears up the heaviest things 
that arc thrown into it ; nor is it easy for any 
one to make things sink therein to the bottom, 
if he had a mind so to do. Accordingly, 
w hen Vespasian w ent to see it, he commanded 
that some who could not swim, should nave 
their hands tied behind them, and be thrown 
into llie deej), when it so happened that they 
ail swain as if a wind had forced them up- 
wards. Moreover, the change of the colour 
of tl lis lake is wonderful, for it clianges its 
appearance thrice every day ; and 
of the sun fall diHereritiy u))on it, tlie light is 
variously rctlccted. However, it casts un 
black clods of bitumen in many parts of it; 
these swim at the top of the water, and re- 
semble both in sh.'ipe and bigness headless 
bulls : and when the labourers that belong to 
(he lake come to it, and catch hold of it as it 
hangs together, they draw it into their ships; 
but when the ship is full, it is not easy to cut 
off the rest, for it is so tenacious as to make 
(he ship hang upon its clods till they set it 
loose w ith Uie menstrual blood of w'otnen» and 


w'ith urine, to which alone it yields. This 
bitumen is not only useful for the caulking of 
ships, but for the cure of men’s bodies : ac- 
cordingly it is mixed in a great many medi- 
cines. 'fhe length of this lake is five hun- 
dred and eighty lurlongs, where it is extend- 
ed as far as Zoar, in Arabia ; and its breadth 
is a hundred and fifty. The country of So- 
dom borders upon it.* It was of old a most 
happy land, both for the fruits it bore and the 
riches of its cities, although it be now all 
huriil up. It is related how’, for the impiety 
of its ‘‘nliabitaiits, it was burnt by iightning ; 
in consequence of which there are still the 
remainders of that divine Hie; and the traces 
[or shadow's] of the five cities are still to be 
seen, as well as the ashes growing in their 
fruits, which fruits have a colour as if they 
were fit to be eaten ; but if you pluck lliein 
with vour hands, they dissolve into smoke and 
ashes. And thus what is related of this land 
of Sodom hath these marks of credibility 
w'hicli our very sight affortls us. 


CHAPTER IX 

THAT VESPASIAN, AETEK HK HAD TAKEN UA- 
DARA, MADE PHKi’AKATION lt)H Till: SN .IK 
OF JERUSALEM ; JlCT THAT, UPON HIS HLAlt- 
ING OF THE DEATH OF NERO, HE t:HAN(;i.L» 
HIS INTENTIONS: AS ALSO, (JONUiRMNO 

SIMON OE c;lrasa. 

1. And now Vespasian had fortified allthe 
places round about Jerusalem, and erected 
citadels at Jerieho and Adida, and placed gar- 
risons ill them both, partly out of his own 
Romans, and partly out of the body of his 
auxiliaries. He also sent Lucius Amiius to 
(ierasa, ai;d ilelivcrod to him a body of horse- 
men, uiul a cmisiderable mimbi r of I’eufineii. 
So when lie had taken the city, w hich he did 
at the first onset, he slew a thousand of those 
young men who had not prevented him by 
living away; but he took their families cap- 
tive, and permitted his soldiers to jdumler 
them of their ellects ; after which he set. fire 
to their houses, and went away to tlie ailjoin 
ing villages, while the men of power tied 
away, and tiic weaker part were ilestroyed, 
and what was remaining wassail hnrnt down. 
And now- the war having gone through all 
the mountainous country, and all the plain 
country also, those tliat were at Jerusalem 
were deprived of the liberty of going out of 
the city ; for as to such as li:;d a mind to de- 
sert, they were watched by the zealots; and 
as to such ns were not yet on the side of the 
liomaiis, their artr.y kept them in, by encom- 
passing the city round about on all sides. 

2. Now as Vespasian was returned to Ce- 


Sce the note on b. v eh. xiii, swit 
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sarea, and was g^etting ready with all his army empire being then in a fluctuating condition, 
to march directly to Jerusalem, he was in- and did not goon with their expedition against 
fonncd that Nero was dead, after he had reign- the Jews, but thought that to make any attack 
ed thirteen years and eigltt days. But as to upon foreigners was now unseasonable, on 
any narration after what manner he abused account of the solicitude they were in for their 
liis power in the government, and commit- own country. 

ted the management of all'airs to those vile 3. And now there arose another war at Je- 
wretches, Nymphidius and Tigellinus, his rusalein. There was a son of Giora, one Si- 
unworthy freed-inen ; and how he had a plot mon, by birth of Gerasa, a young man, not 
laid against him by them, and was deserted so cunning indeed as John [of Gischala], who 
by all his guards, and ran away with four of had already seized upon the city, but superior 
his most trusty freed-men, and slew himself in strength of body and courage; on which 
in the suburbs of Rome ; and how those that account, when he had been driven away from 
occasioned his death were, in no long time, | that Acrabatiene toparchy, which he once had, 
brought themselves to punishmcMit: how’ alst by Ananus the high-jrriest, he came to those 
the war in Gall ended ; and how Galba w'as robbers who had seized upon Masada. At 
made emperor,* and returned out of Spain to first they suspected him, and only permitted 
Rome ; and how he was accused by the sol- him to come with the women he brought with 
diers as a pusillanimous person, and slain by him into the low’er part of the fortress, while 
treachery in the middle of the market-place they dwelt in the upper part of it themselvc'^. 
at Rome, and Otho was made emperor ; with However, his manner so well agreed with 
his expeclitioti against the commanders of Vi- theirs, and he seemed so trusty a man, that he 
tellius, and liis destruction thereupon; and w'ent out with them, and ravaged and destroy- 
hesides what troubles there w'ere under Vi- ed the country with them about Masada ; yet 
tellius, and tiie fight that was about the Ca- when he persuaded them to undertake greater 
pitol ; as also how' Anionius Primus and Mu- things, he could not prevail with them so to 
slew Vitcllius, and his German le-jdo; for as they were accustomed to dwell in 
gions, and thereby put an end to that civil that citadel, they were afraid of goitig far from 
war, — 1 have onjitted to give an exact ac- that whicl w’as their hiding-place; but ho 
I'ount of them, because they are well known alfecting to tyrannize, and being fond of great- 
by all, and they are described by a great num- ness, when he had heard of the death of An- 
ber of Greek and Roman authors ; yet for anus, left them, and went iiHo the moiiii- 
:.he sake of the connection of matters, and taiiioiis part of the country. So he proclaim- 
that iny history may not be incoherent, 1 have ed liberty to those in slavery, and a reward to 
just touched upon every thing briefly. Where- those already free, and got together a set of 
fore Vespasian put ofV at first his expedition wicked men from all quarters, 
agaitist Jerusalem, and stood waiting whither 4. An<l as he had now a strong body of 
the empire would be transferred after the men aboiU him, he over-ran the villages that 
death t)f Nero. Moreover, when he heard lay in the uuninlainous country, and when 
that Galba was made emperor, be attempted there were still more and more that came to 
iiotl.ing till lu? also should send him some di- him, he ventured to go down ii.to the lower 
rectioiis about the war; however, he sent his parts of the country, and since he was now 
son Titus to him, to salute him, and to re- j become formidable to the cities, many of the 
ceive his commands about the Jews. Upon | men of power were corrupted by him ; so that 
the very same errand did king Agrippa sail jhis army was no longer composed of slaves 
along vit!) Titus to Galba ; hut as they were; and robbers, but a great many of the populace 
sailing in llieir long ships by the coasts of | were obedient to him as to their king. He 
Achaia, for it was winter-time, they heard ! then over-ran the .Acrabattene toparchy, and 
that Gal* a was sbiiii, before they could get to! the places that reached as far as the Cireat 
him, after he had reigned seven months and Idumea ; for hebuilta wall at a certain village 
as many days. After whom Otho took the j called Nain, and made use of that as a fortress 
government, and undertook the management for his own parly’s security ; and at the val- 
of public aflairs. So Agrippa resolved to go '■ ley called Paran, be enlarged many of the 
on to Rome WlLi^')ut any terror on account of* caves, and many others he found ready for his 
the change in the government ; but I’itus, by purpose ; these he made use of as reposito- 
a divine impul.se, sailed back from Greece to jries for his treasures, and receptacles for his 


Syria, and came in grcai liaste to Cesarea, to 
his father. And now they were both in siis- ! 
pense about tJie public affairs, the Homan ^ 

' Of these Roman afTiiirs and tumults under Galba, ! 
Gtho, and Vitellius, here only touched upon by Jose- 
phus, sec I’acitus, Siu ttmins, and Dio, more largely. 
However, we may observe with Ottius, tliat Josephus 
writes the t.ame of the second of them not Otto, with 
many others, but Otho, with the coins. See also the 
note on eh xi, seed. 4 . 


prey, and therein he laid up the fruits that he 
had got by rapine ; and many of his partizans 
had their dwelling in them ; and he made no 
secret of it that he was exercising his men be- 
forehand, and making preparations for the 
as.sau]t of Jerusalem. 

5. Whereupon the zealots, out of the dread 
they were in of his attacking them, and being 
willing to prevent one that was growing up to 
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oppose them, went out against him with their 
weapons, Simon met them, and joining bat- 
tle with them, slow a considerable number of 
them, and drove the rest before him into the 
city ; but durst not trust so much upon his 
forces as to make an assault upon tlie walls; 
but ho resolved first to subdue Idumea, and 
as he had now tw'onty thousand armed men, 
he marched to the borders of their country. 
Hereupon the rulers of tlie Idu means got to- 
gether on the sudden the most warlike part of 
their peo})le, about twenty-five thousand in 
number, and |H'nnitted tlie rest to be a guard 
to their ow'ii country, by reason of the in- 
cursions that were made by the Sicariillint were 
at Masada. Thus they received Simon at their 
Dorders, where they fouglu him, and conti- 
nued the battle all that day ; and the dispute 
lay whether they had conqucreil him or been 
conquered by him. So he went back to Nain, 
as did the Iduincans return home. Nor was it 
long ere Simon came violently again upon their 
country; when he pitched his camp at a cer- 
tain village called 'J’hccoe, and sent Elea/ar, 
one of his companions, to those that kept gar- 
rison at Herodium, and in order to persuade 
them to surrender that fortress to him. The 
garrison received this man readily, while they 
knew nothing of what ho came about ; but as 
soon as he talked of the surrender of the place, 
they fell upon him witli their drawn swords, 
till he found he had no place for flight, when 
he threw himself dow n from the wall into the 
valley beneath ; bo he died immediately : but 
the Idiimeans, who were already much afraid 
of Simon’s pow'er, thought fit to take a view 
of the enemy’s army before they hazarded a 
battle w'ith him. 

6. Now', there was one of their comman- 
ders, named Jacob, w fio ofl'ered to serve them 
readily upon that occasion, but h^d it in his 
mind to betray them. He went therefore 
from the village Aliirus, wherein the army of 
the Idurneans were gotten together, and came 
to Simon, and at the very first he agreed to 
betray bis country' to bim, and took assuran- 
ces upon oath from him that he should al- 
vt'ays have him in esteem, and then promised 
bim that he would assist him in subdtiing all 
Idumea under him ; upon which account he 
was feasted after an obliging manner by Si- 
mon, and elevated by his mighty promises ; 
end w'hen he was returned to his own men, 
he at first belied the army of Simon, and said 
it was manifold more in number than what 
it was ; after w hich, he deJtlerously persuaded 
the connnunders, and by degrees th« whole 
multitude, to receive Simon, and to surrender 
the whole government up to him without 
fighting ; and as he was doing this, he invited 
Simon by his messengers, and promised him 
Co disperse the Idurneans, which he performed 
also ; for as soon as their army w as nigh them, 
he first of all got upon iris horse, and fied, 
together with those whom he had corrupted ; 


hereupon a terror fell upon the whole multi- 
tude; and before it came to a close fight, 
tliey broke tbeir ranks, and every one retired 
to his owm borne. 

7. Thus did Simon unexpectedly march 
into Idumea, without bloodshed, and made a 
sudden attack upon the city Hebron, and 
took it ; w'herein he gi)t possession of a great 
deal of prey, and plundered it of a vast quan- 
tity of f^iuit. Now, the people of the coun- 
try say, that it is an ancienter city, not only 
than any in that country, but than Memphis 
in Egypt, and accordingly its age is reckomd 
at two thousand and three hundred years 
They also relate that it had been the habita- 
tion of Abram, the progenitor of the Jews, 
after he had removed out of Mesopotamia ; 
and they say that his posterity descended from 
thence into Egypt, whose inonuinerits are lo 
this very time shown in that small city ; jlie 
fabric of which monuments are of the most 
excellent marble, arid wrought after the most 
elegant inanuer. There is also there shown, 
at the distance of six furlongs frtim the citv, 
a very large turpentine-tree ; * and the repi)i t 
goes, that this tree has continued ever since 
tlie creation of the world. Thence did Simon 
make his progress over all Idumea, and did 
not only ravage the cities and villages, hat 
laid waste the whole country ; for, hesioVs 
those that were completely armed, he had 
forty thousand men that followed him, inso- 
much that ho ha<l not jndvisions enough to 
sudice such a multitude. Now, besides this 
want of provisions that he was in, he was of 
a barbarous disposition, and bore great anger 
at this nation, by which nuans it cametop:tss 
that Idumea was greatly depopulated ; and 
as one may see all tlie wooils behind despoiled 
of their leaves by locusts, after they have heiti 
there, so was there nothing left behind Si- 
mon’s army hut a desert. Some places they 
burnt down, some they utterly deniolisliecf 
and whatsoever grew' in the country, they 
either trod it down or fed upon it, and by 
their marches they made the ground that was 
cultivated, harder and more iintnictable than 
that which was barren. In short, there was 
no sign remaining of tliosc places that had 
been laid Waste, that ever they had had a be- 

8. This success of Simon excited the zea- 
lots afresh ; and though they were afraid to 
fight him openly in a fair Imtt/e, yet did they 
lay ambushes in the passes, and seized upon 
his wife, with a considerable number of her 
attendants; whereupon they came back to 
tlie city rejoicing, as if they liad taken Simon 
himself captive, and were in present expecta- 
tion that he would lay down his arms, and 

• Some of the aiicicntA call this famous tree, or 
an oak ; others, a tur|H;ntine tree, or grove. It has Iwi i 
very famous in all the past ages, and is sii, 1 supposv, a 
thw day, and that particularly for an eminent rnArr, 
meeting of merchants there every year, as the travcia^ 
inform us. 
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make supplication to them for his wife $ but 
instead of indulging any merciful affection, 
be grew very angry at them for seizing his 
beloved wife ; so he came to the wall of Jeru- 
salem, and, like wild beasts when they are 
wounded, and cannot overtake those that 
wounded them, he vented his spleen upon all 
persons that he met with. Accordingly, he 
caught all those that were come out of the 
cit 3 «>gates, either to gather herbs or sticks, 
who were unarmed and in years; he then 
tormented them and destroyed them, out of 
the immense rage he was in, and was almost 
ready to taste the very flesh of their dead bo- 
dies. He also cut off the hands of a great 
many, and sent them into the city to astonish 
his enemies, and in order to make the people 
fall into a sedition, and desert those that had 
been the authors of liis wife’s seizure. He 
also enjoined them to tell the people that Si- 
mon. swore by the God of the universe, wjio 
secs all things, that unless they will restore 
him his Wife, he will break dowm their wall, 
and inflict the like punishment upon all the 
citizens, without sparing any age, and with- 
out making any distinction between the guilty 
and the innocent. These tlireatenings so 
greatly affrighted, not the people only, but 
the zealots themselves also, that tliey sent his 
wife back to him,— -when he became a little 
milder, and left off his perpetual blood-shed- 
ding, 

9. But now sedition and civil war prevail- 
ed, not only over Judea, but in Italy also; 
for now Galba was slain in the midst of the 
Roman market-place ; then w-as Otho made 
emperor, and fought against Vitellius, who 
set up for emperor also ; for tlie legions in 
Germany had chosen him : but when he gave 
battle to Valens and Cecinna, who were Vi- 
tellins’s generals, at Betriacum, in Gall, 
Otho gained the advantage on the first day ; 
but on the second day Vitellius*s soldiers bad 
the victory; and after much slaughter, Otho 
slew himself, when he had heard of this 
defeat at Brixia, and after he had managed 
the public affairs three months and two 
days. • Otho’s army also came over to Vi- 
tellius’s generals, and he came himself down 
to Rome with his army ; but in the mean 
time Vespasian removed from Cesarea, on 
the fifth day of the month Da*sius [Sivan], 
and marched against those places of Judea 
which were nos’yet overthrown. So he w'ent 
up to the mountainous country, and to«k 
those two toparchies that were called the 
Go^hni tick and Acrabatiene toparchies. After 

hich betook Bethel and Kphiaim, two small 
cities ; and when he had put garrisons into 
them, he rode as far as Jerusalem, in which 
inarch he took many prisoners, and many 
captives. But Cerealis, one of bis comman- 

* Suetoiilui diflisrs nardly three days fVom Josephus, 
Md sa]^ otho ponied on tho uiiiety-flfth day of his 
<»tgn. In Othotu Sec Uie «<'♦« cli. x\, sect, 1* 


ders, took a body of horsemen and footmen, 
and laid waste that part of Idumea which 
was called the Upper Idumea, and attacked 
Capliethra, which pretended to be a small city 
and took it at the first onset, and burnt it 
down. He also attacked Capharahini, and 
laid siege to it, for it had a very strong wall ; 
and when he expected to spend a long time 
in that siege, those that were within opened 
their gates on the sudden, and came to beg 
pardon, and surrendered themselves up to 
him. When Cerealis had conquered them he 
went to Hebron, another very ancient city. I 
have told you already, that this city is situated 
in H mountainous country not far off Jerusa- 
lem ; and when he had broken into the city 
by force, what multitude and young men were 
left therein he slew, and burnt down the city; 
so that as now all the places were taken,) ex- 
cepting Herodium, and Masada, and Mache- 
rus, which were in the possession of the rob- 
bers, so Jerusalem was what the Romans at 
present aimed at. 

10. And now', as soon as Simon had set 
his wife free, and recovered her from the zea- 
lots, be returned back to the remainders of 
Idumea, and driving the nation all before 
him from all quarters, he compelled a great 
number of them to retire to Jerusalem ; he 
followed them himself also to the city, and 
encompassed the wall all round again ; and 
when he lighted upon any labourers that were 
coming thither out of the country, he slew 
them. Now this Simon, who was without the 
wall, was a greater terror to the' -^peuple than 
the Romans themselves, as were the zealots 
who were w'ithin it more heavy upon them 
than both of the other ; and during this 6me 
did the mischievous contrivances and courage 
[of John] corrupt tfic body of the' Galileans ; 
for these Galileans had advanced Uiis John, 
and made him very potent, who made them a 
suitable requital from the authority he had 
o))taincd by their means; for he permitted 
them to do all things that any of them desired 
to do, while their inclination to plunder was 
insatiable, as was their zeal in searching the 
houses of the rich ; and for the niurderiog of 
tlie men, and abusing of the w'omen, it w'as 
sport to them. The^ also devoured what 
spoils they hud ta|ten, together with their 
blood, and indulged themselves in feminine 
wan ton ness, without any disturbance, till they 
were satiated therewith: while they decked 
I their hair, and put on women*s garments, and 
I were besmeared over with ointments ; and 
that they r|ight appear very comely, they had 
I paints under their eyes, and imitated, not on- 
ly the ornaments, but also the lusts of wo- 
men, and were guilty of such intolerable un- 
cleanness, tliat they invented unlawful plea- 
sures of that sort. And thus did they roll 
themselves up and down the city, as in a bro- 
tfiel-house, and defiled it entirely with their 
impure actions : nay, while their fiices looked 
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^ke the fa<*e8 of #binen, they killed with their 
#i^t hands; and when their gait was effe- 
minate, the^^ presently attacked men, and be- 
catne warriors, and drew their swords from 
under jtheir finely dyed cloaks, and ran every 
body through whom they alighted upon. 
However, Simon waited for such as ran 
away from John, and was the njpre bloody 
of the two : and he who had escaped the 
tyrant within the wall, was destroyed by the 
other that lay before the gates; So that all 
attempts of Hying and deserting to the Ro. 
mans were cut off, if any had a mind so to 
do. 

11. Yet did the army that was under 
John raise a sedition against him ; and all the 
Idumeans se}>aratcd themselves from the ty- 
rant, and attempted, to destroy him, and this 
out, of their envy at his power and hatred of 
his cruelty ; so they got together, and slew 
many of the zealots, and drove the rest before 
them into that royal palace that was built by 
Grapte, who was a relation of Izates, the king 
of Adiabene ; the Idumeans fell in with them 
and drove the aealots out thence into the tem- 
ple, and betook themselves to plunder John's 
effects ; for both he himself was in that pa- 
lace, and therein had he laid up the spoils he 
had acquired by his tyranny. In the mean 
time the multitude of those zealots that were 
dispersed over the city ran together td the 
temple unto those that had fled thither, and 
John prepared to bring them down against 
the people and the Idumeans, who were not 
so much afraid of being attacked by them, 
(because they were themselves better soldiers 
than they), as at their madness, lest they should 
privately sally out of the temple and get a- 
mong tliem, and not only destroy them, but 
set the city on fire also. So they assembled 
themselves tc^cthcr, and the high -priests w iih 
them, and took counsel after what manner 
they should avoid their assault. Now it was 
God who turned their opinions to the worst 
advice, and thence they devised such a reme- 
dy to get themselves free, as was worse than 
the disease itself. Accordingly, in order to 
overthrow John, they determined to admit 
Simon, and earnestly to desire tlie introduction 
of a second tyrant into the city ; which reso- 
lution they brought to perfection, and sent 
Matthias, the high-priest, to beseech this Si 
mon to come in to them, of whom they had 
so often been afraid. Those also that had 
fled from the zealots in Jerusalem Joined in 
this request to him, out of the desire they had 
of preserving their bouses and their effects. 
Accordingly he, in an arrogant maffner, grant- 
ed them his lordly protection, and came into 
the city, in order to deliver it f^rom the zealots. 
The people also made joyful acclamations to 
him, as their saviour and their preserver ; but 
when be was come in, with his army, he took 
'are to secure bis own authority, and looked 
non those (hat bad invited him to be no less 
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his enemies than those against whom theinvita- 
tion was intended. 

12. And thus did Simon get possession of 
Jerusalem, in the third year of the war, in the 
month Xanthicus [Nisan] ; whereupon John, 
with bis multitude of zealots, as being both 
prohibited from coming out of the temple, 
and having lost their power in (he city (foi 
Simon and his party had plundered them of 
what they had) were in despair of deliverance. 
Simon also made an assault upon the temple, 
w'ith the assistance of the people, while the 
others stood upon the cloisters and the battle- 
ments, and defended themselves from their 
assaults. However, a considerable number 
of Simon's party fell, and many were carried 
off wounded ; for the zealots threw their darts 
easily from a superior place, and seldom failed 
of hitting their enemies; but having the ad- 
vantage of situation, and having withal erect- 
ej four very large towTrsaforehand, that their 
darts might come from higher places, one at the 
north-east corner of the court, one above tlie 
Xystus, the third at another corner over-against 
the lower city, and the last was erected above 
the top of the Pastophoria, where one of the 
priests stood of course, and gave a signal be- 
forehand, with a trumpet,* at the beginning of 
every seventh day, in the evening twilight, as 
also at the evening when the day was finished, 
as giving notice to the people wlten the) 
were to leave off work, and when they were 
to go to work again. These men also set 
their engines to cast dajts and stones withal, 
upon those tow’ers, with tiieir archers and 
slingers. And now Simon made his assault 
upon the temple more faintly, by reason tiial 
the greatest part of his men grew weary of 
that work ; yet did he not leave off his oppo- 
sition, because his army was superior to the 
others, although the darts which were thrown 
by the engines were carried a great way, and 
slew many of those that fought for him. 


CHAPTER X. 

HOW THI5 SOLDIERS, ROTH IN JODEA AND 
EGYrr, PROCLAIMED VESPASIAN EMPEROR ; 
AND HOW VESPASIAN REI.EASEI) JOSEPHUS 
PROM HIS RONDS. 

§ I. Now, about this very Wme it was that 
Igravy calamities came about Honip on all 
sides ; for Vitellius was come from Germany 
with his soldiery, and drew along with him a 

• This beginning and ending the observation of the 
Jewish Sevcntii Day, or SablntH, with a blowjns 

of a trumpet, is rcirurkable, and nowhore oIfc men- 
tioned, that 1 know of. Nor ir Rel|Uid*s conjeouire here 
improbable, that this was the very pluee that has 
xlcu our commentators so long, called ** Musach Sao- 
the « Covert of tlie Sabbath.** if that be the true 
dine, 2 Kings xvl, 18 1 because here the proner priest 
undiw a ** covering” to proclaim the begin* 
f ending of every Jewili l^bbath. 
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great multitude of other men besides. And I 
when the spaces allotted for soldiers could not 
contain them, he made all Rome itself his 
campy and filled all the houses with armed 
men ; which men, when they saw the riches 
of Romo with those eyes which had never 
seen such riches before, and found themselves 
shone round '^about on all sides with silver 
and gold, they had much ado to contain their 
covetous desires, and were ready to betake 
themselves to plunder, and to the slaughter 
of such as should stand in their way. And 
this was the state of affairs in Italy at that 
time. 

2. But when Vespasian had overthrown 
all the places that were near to Jerusalem, he 
returned to Cesarea, and hard of the troubles 
that were at Rome, and that VitelHus was 
emperor. This produced indignation in him, 
although he well knew how to be governed, 
as well as to govern, and could not with any 
satisfaction own him for his ford who acted 
so madly, and seized upon the government 
as if it were absolutely destitute of a gover- 
nor. And as this sorrow of his was violent, 
he was not able to support the torments he 
was under, nor to app/y liimself farther in o- 
ther wars when his native country was laid 
waste ; but then, as much as his passion ex- 
cited him to avenge his couiitry, so much was 
he restrained by the consideration of his dis- 
tance therefrom ; because fortune might pre- 
vent him, and do a world of mischief before 
he could himself sail over the sea ,to Italy, 
especially as it was still the winter season ; 
so he restrained his anger, how vehement so- 
ever it was, at this time. 

3. But now his commanders and soldiers 
met in several companies, and consulted o- 
penly about changing the public affairs 
and, out of their indignation, cried out, how 
“ at Rome there are soldiers that live deli- 
cately, and when they have not ventured so 
much as lo hear the fame of war, they ordain 
v/hom they please for our governors, and ir 
hoper of gain make them emperors; while you, 
who have gone tiirough so many labours, and 
are grown into years under your helmets, 
give leave to others to use such a power, 
when yet you have among yourselves one 
more worthy to rule than any whom they 
have set up. Now what juster opportunity 
shall they ever have of re(j|uiting their gene- 
rals, if they not make use of this that is 
now before them ? while there is so much 
juster reason for Vespasian’s being emperor 
than for Vitcllius; a- they are themselves 
more deserving than those that made the o- 
ther emperors ; for that they have undergone 
as great wars as have the troops that come 
from Germany; nor are they inferior in war 
to those that have brought that tyrant to 
Home, n^r have they undergone smaller la- 
bours tljilii they; for that neither will the 
Homan senate, nor people, bear sueh a lasci- 


vious emperor as ViteUiusi if he be coni;^ 
pared with their chaste Vespasian ; nor will 
they endure a most barbarous tyrant, instead 
of a good governor, nor choose one that hath 
no child,* to preside over them, instead of 
him that is a father; because the advance- 
ment of men’s own children to dignities is 
certainly the greatest security kings can have 
for tliemseWcs. Whether, therefore, we esti- 
mate the capacity of governing from the skill 
of a person in years, we ought to have Ves- 
pasian, — or whether from the strength of a 
young man, we ought to have Titus ; for by 
this means we shall have the advantage of both 
their ages, for that they will afford strength 
to those that shall be made emperors, they 
having already three legions, besides other 
auxiliaries from the neighbouring kings, and 
w'ill have farther all the armies in the east to 
support them, as also those in Europe, so far 
as they are out of the distance and dread of 
Vitcllius, besides such auxiliaries as they may 
have in Italy itself; that is, Vespasian’s brow 
ther,f and his other son [Domitian] ; the one 
of whom will bring in a great many of those 
young men that are of dignity, while* the o- 
thcr is intrusted with the government of the 
city, which office of iiis will he no small 
means of Vespasian’s obtaining the govern- 
neiit. Upon the whole, the case may be 
such, that if we ourselves make farther delays, 
the senate may choose an emperor, whom the 
soldiers, who are the saviours of the empire, 
will have in contempt,” 

4, These were the discourses the soldien 
bad in their several companies ; after which 
they got together in a great body, and, en- 
couraging one another, they declared Vespa- 
sian emperor,^ and exhorted him to save the 
government which was now in danger. Now 
Vespasian's concern had been for a consider- 
able time about the public, yet did not he in- 
tend to set up for governor himself, though 
his actions showed him to deserve it, while 
he preferred that safety which is in a private 
life before the dangers in a state of such dig- 
nity ; but when ho refused the empire, the 

* The Roman authors thar now remain, say Vi* 
tcllius hail childien ; whereas Josephus iutrotiuocs here 
the Roman soldiers in Judea saying he had ncme. 
Which of these assertions was |tie truth I know not. 
Spaiiheim thinks he has given a pmiliar reason for cal* 
ling Vitellius ** rhiidless,'’ though he really had child- 
ren. Diss. de Num. p. 049, 6.^0; to which it appeera 
very diitlcult to give our assent 

t This brother of Vespasian wnt Flavius Sabinus. as 
Suetonius informs us, in Vitell. sect. 13 { and in Vespaa 
sect 2. He is also naiueii by Josephus presently, eh 
xi. sect. d. 

t It is plain by the nature of the thing, as well as by 
Josephus and Eutropius, that Vespasian was first of all 
saluted emperor in Judea, and not till some time after- 
ward in Egypt Whence Tacltu^s and Suetonius's nr^ 
sent copies must be corrected, when they both say that 
he was first proclaimed in Egypt, and that on the kal- 
ends of July, while they still say It was the flfUi of the 
Nones or lues of the same July before ho was proclatni- 
ed in Judea. I suptiose the month they there intended 
was June, and not July, as the copies now have it', not 
does Tacitus’s coherence imply less. See Essay on the 
Revelation^ page 136 
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CommapuJers ii^i^t^d th« more earnestly upon 
Us at^teptanice f and the soldiers eame about 
blpQ» with their drawn swords in their hands, 
threatened to kill him, unless be would 
now Uee according to his dignity. And when 
he bad shown his reluctance a great while, 
and bad endeavoured to thrust away this do- 
fuinioa from him, he at lengtli, being not 
able to persuade them, yielded to their solid* 
tations that w'ould salute him emperor. 

5- So upon the exhortations of Mucianua 
and the other commanders, that he would ao* 
cept of the empire, and upon that of the rest 
of the army, who cried out that they were 
willing to be led against all his opposers, he 
was in the first place intent upon gaining the 
dominion over Alexandria, as knowing that 
Egypt was of the greatest consequence, in or- 
der to obtain the entire government, because 
of its supplying corn [to Rome] ; which corn, 
if he could be master of, he hoped tp dethrone 
Vi tel li us, supposing he should aim to keep 
the empire by force (for be would not be able 
to support himself, if the multitude at Home 
should once be in want of foot!) ; and because 
he was desirous to join the two legions that 
were at Alexandria to the other legions that 
were with him. He also considered with 
himself, that he should then have that coun- 
try for a defence to himself against the un- 
certainty of fortune; for Egypt* is hard to 
be entered by land, and hath no good havens 
by sea. It hath on the west the dry deserts 
of Libya ; and on the south S) ene, that di- 
vides it from Ethiopia, as well as the cataracts 
of tile Nile, that cannot be sailed over; and 
on the east the Red Sea, extending as far 
as Coptus; and it is fortified on the north by 
the land that reaches to Syria, together with 
that called the Egyptian Sea, having no ha- 
vens in it for ships. And thu:> is Egypt wall- 
ed about on every side. Its length between 
Pelusium and Sycne is two thousand furlongs, 
and the passage by sea from Plinthine to Pe- 
lusium, is three thousand six hundred fur- 
longs. Its river Nile is navigable as far as 
the city called Elephantine, the forenanicd ca* 
taracts hindering ships from going any farther. 
The haven also of Alexandria is not entered 
by the mariners without difficulty, even in 
times of peace ; for the passage inward Is 
narrow, and full of rocks, that lie under the 
water, which oblige the mariners to turn from 
a straight direction : its left side is blocked up 
by works made by men’s bands on both sides ; 
on its right side lies the island called Pharus, 
which is situated just before the entrance, and 
supports a very great tower, that affords the 
ot a fire to such as sail witliin three hun- 
c^vd furlongs of It, that ships may cast anchor 
a gteat way off in tlie night-time, by reason 
of the difficukyRof sailing nearer. About this 

s Here we have an authentic descripilon of the 
bottsds sod dteusastaiiees of B^gypt in the days of Vcs> 
easian and TiOw.** 


island are built very great piers, the handy, 
work of men, against which vi^n tbe sea 
dashes itself^ and its waves are broken against 
tliose boundaries, the navigation becomes very 
troublesome, and the entrance through so nar. 
row a passage is rendered dangerous ; yet is 
the haven itself, when you are got into it, a 
yery safe one, and of thirty furlongs in large- 
ness ; into which is brought what tlic country 
wants, in order toils happiness; as also what 
abundance the country affords more than it 
wants itself, is hence distributed into all the 
habitable earth. 

6. Justly, therefore, did Vespasian desire 
to obtain that government, in order to corro> 
borate bis attempts upon the whole of the 
empire ; so he immediately sent to Tiberius 
Alexander, who was then governor of Egypt 
and of Alexandria, and informed him what 
the army had put,hun upon, and how he, be- 
ing forced to accept of the burden of the 
government, was desirous to have him for his 
confederate and supporter. Now as soon as 
ever Alexander bad read this letter, he readily 
obliged the legions and the multitude to take 
the oath of fidelity to Vespasian, both whom 
willingly complied with him, as already ac. 
quainted with the courage of the man, from 
that his conduct in their neighbourhood. Ac- 
cordingly Vespasian, looking upon himself as 
already intrusted with the government, got 
all things ready for his journey [to Rome]. 
Now fame carried this news abroad more sud- 
denly than one could have thought, that he 
was emperor over the east, upon which every 
city kept festivals, and celebrated sacrifices 
and oblations for such good news ; the legions 
also that were in Mysia and i’annonia, who 
had been in commotion a little before, on ac- 
count of this insolent attempt of Viteilius, 
were very glad to take the oath of fidelity to 
Vespasian, upon his coming to the empire. 
Vespasian then removed from Cesarea to 
Berytus, where many embassages came to 
him from Syria, and many from other pro- 
vinces, bringing with them from every city 
crowns, and the congratulations of tbe peo- 
ple. Mucianus came also, who was the pre- 
sident of the province, and told him with 
what alacrity the people [received the news 
of bis advancement], and how the people of 
every city had taken the oath of fidelity to 
him. 

7, So Vespasian’s good fortune succeeded 
to his wishes everywhere, and the public af- 
fairs were, for the greotest part, already in his 
hmids ; upon which he considered that he had 
not arrived at the government without Divine 
Providence, but that a righteous kind of fate 
bad brought tbe empire under his power; for 
as lie called to mind tbe other signals, which 
had been a great many everywhere, that fore- 
told he should obtain the govemroent, so did 
be remember what Josephus had said to him 
when he ventured to foretel bit coming to the 
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empire while Nero was alive ; so he was much 
concerned that this man was still in bonds 
with him. He then called for Mucianus, to- 
gether with his other commanders and friends, 
and, in the first place, he informed them what 
a Yaliant man Josephus had been, and what 
great hardships he had made him undergo in 
the siege of Jotapata. After that he related 
those predictions of his * which he had then 
suspected as fictions, suggested out of the 
fear he was in, but which had by time been 
demonstrated to be divine. ** It is a shame- 
ful thing (said he) that this man who hath 
foretold my coming to the empire beforehand, 
and been the minister of a divine message 
to me, should still be retained in the condition 
of a captive or prisoner." So he called for 
Josephus, and commanded that he should be 
set at liberty ; whereupon the commanders 
promised themselves glorious things, from this 
requital Vespasian made to a stranger. Titus 
was then present with his father, and said, 
** O father, it is but just that the scandal [of 
a prisoner] should be taken off Josephus, to- 
gether with his iron chain ; for if we do not 
barely loose his bonds, but cut them to pieces, 
he will be like a man that hath never been 
bound at all." For that is the usual method 
as to such as iiave been bound witiiout a cause. 
This advice was agreed to by Vespasian also; 
so there came a man in, and cut the chain to 
pieces; while Josephus received this testimony 
of his integrity for a reward, and was more- 
over esteemed a person of credit as to futuri- 
ties also. 


CHAPTER XI. 

THAT UPON THE CONQUEST AND SLAUGHTER 
OP VlTEt.LIUS, VESPASIAN HASTENED HIS 
JOUUN i:Y TO HOME ; BUT TITUS HIS SON 
RETtfbNED TO JERUSALEM. 

§ 1. And now, when Vespasian had given 
answers to ihe embassages, and had disposed 
of the places of power justly, f and according 

* As Daniel was preferred by Darius and Cyrus, on 
account of his havlne foretold the destruction of the Ba- 
bylonian raonatehy oy their means, and the consequent 
exaltation of the Medes and Persians, Dan. v, vl; or 
rather, as Jt^rcmiali, when he was a prisoner, wtis set at 
liberty, and hpiioi:rubly treated by Nebuxaradan, at the 
command of Nebuchadnezzar, on account of his having 
foretold the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babyloni- 
ans, Jer. xl, 1—7 1 so was onr Josephus set at libetty and 
honourably treated, on ace* unt of his having foretold 
the advancement of and l'itu.s to tiic Homan 

empire^ All these are most eminent instances of the 
interposition of Divine Providence, and of the certainty 
of divine predictions In the groat revolutions of the four 
monarchies. Several such-IlKc examples there are, both 
In the sacred and other histories ; as in the case of Jo- 
seph in Gtfypt, and of Jaddun the high-priest, in the 
days of A^aiider tlio Grtat, *c. 

T This is weB observed by Josephus, that Vespaslanj 
in order to secure his success, and establish his govern- 
oieht at nrst, distributed his ofllces and plaees upon the 
foot of lustiee, and bestowed them on audi as beat de- 
icrved them, and wore best At for them. Which wise 


to every one’s deserts, he came to Antioch, 
and consulting which way he had best take, 
he preferred to go to Rome, rather than to 
march to Alexandria, because he saw that 
Alexandria was sure to him already, but that 
the affairs at Rome were put jjnto disorder by 
Vitellius; so he sent Mucianus to Italy, and 
committed a considerable army both of horse- 
men and footmen to him ; yet was Mucianus 
afraid of going by sea, because it was the 
middle of winter ; so he led his army on foot 
ihrough Cappadocia and Phrygia. 

2. In the mean time Antonius Primus took 
the third of the legions that were in Mysia, 
for he w-asi president of that province, and 
made haste, in order to fight Vitellius; where- 
upon Vitellius sent away Cecinna, with a great 
army, having a mighty confidence in him, be- 
cause of his having beaten Otliu. This Ce- 
cinna marched out of Rome in great haste, 
and found Antonius about Cremona in Gall, 
which city is in the borders of Italy; but 
when he saw there that the enemy were nu- 
merous and in good order, he durst not fight 
them ; and as he thought a retreat dangerous, 
90 he began to think of betraying his army to 
Antonius. Accordingly, he assembled the 
centurions and tribunes that were under his 
command, and persuaded them to go over to 
Antoiiius, and this by diminishing the repu- 
tation of Vitellius, and by exaggerating the 
power of Vespasian. He also told them, that 
with the one there w as no more than the bare 
name of dominion ; but with the other was 
the power of it ; and that it was better for 
them to prevent necessity, and gain favour, 
and, while they were likely to be overcome in 
battle, to avoid the danger beforehand, and go 
over to Antonius willingly ; that Vespasian 
was able of himself to subdue what had not 
yet submitted, without their assistance, while 
Vitellius could not preserve what he had al- 
ready with it. 

3. Cecinna wid this, and much more to the 
same purpose and persuaded them to com- 
ply with him ; and both he and his army de- 
serted ; but still the very same night the sol- 
diers repented of what they bad done, and a 
fear seized on them, lest perhaps Vitellius who 
sent them should get the better ; and drawii^ 
their swords, they assaulted Cecinna, in or- 
der to kill him ; and the thing had been done 
by them, if the tribunes bad not fallen upon 
their knees, and besought them not to do it : 
so the soldiers did not kill him, but put him 
in bonds, as a traitor, and were about to send 
him to Vitellius. When [Antonius] Primus 
heard of this, he raised up his men immedi- 
ately, and made them put on their armour, 
and led them against those that had revolted ; 
hereupon they put themselves^n order of 

conduct in# mere heathen, ought to put those rulen 
and ministers of state to shame, who. professing Chris- 
tianity, act oUicrwise, and thereby expose themschret 
and their kingdoms to vice and destrucuoo. 
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tie, and made resistance for a while, but wen 
soon beaten, and fled to Cremona ; then di* 
Primus take his horsemen, and cut ofl' thei 
entrance into the city, and encompassed ain 
destroyed a great multitude of them befor< 
the city, and fell into the city together with th« 
rest, and gave leave to his soldiers to plundei 
it. And here it was that many strangers 
who were merchants, as well as many of the peo 
pie of that country, perished, and among thci 
Vitellius’s whole army, being thirty thousaiu 
and two hundred, while Antoiiius lost no men 
of those that came with him from Rlysia thar. 
four thousand and five hundred ; he then 
loosed Cccinim, and sent him to Vespa'<iati 
to tell him the gootl news. So he came, an 
was received by him ; and covered the scan 
dal of his treachery by the unexpected h 
Hours h received from Vespasian. 

4. And now, upon the news that Antoii. 
us was approaciiing, Sabin us took courage ai 
Rome, and assembled those cohorts of soldier; 
that kept watch by night, and in the night 
time seized upon (he capitol ; and, as the day 
came on, many men of character came over 
to him, with Domitian, his brother's son. 
whose encouragement was of very great 
weight for the compassing the government. 
Now, Vitcllius was not much concerned at 
this Primus, but was very angry with those 
that had revolted with Sabinus ; and thirsting, 
out of his natural barbarity, after noble blood, 
he sent out tliat part of the army which came 
along with him to fight against the capitol j 
and many bold actions were done on this side 
and on the side of those that held the temple. 
But at last, the sohlieri; that came from Ger- 
many, being too numerous for the otlicrs, got 
the hill into ihtir possession, where Domitian, 
with many other of the principal Homans, 
providentially escajictl, while the rest of the 
multitude were entirely cut to pieces, and Sa- 
binus himself was brought to Vitcllius and 
then slain: the soldiers also plundered the 
temple of its ornaments, and set it on fire. 
But now within a day’s time came Antoiiius, 
with his ill my, iind were met by Vitcllius 
and his army ; and having had a battle in 
three several places, the last were all destroy- 
ed. rhen did Viteiiius come out of the pa- 
lace, ip 'his cups, and satiated with an extra- 
vagant and luxurious meal, as in the last ex- 
tremity, and being drawn along through the 
multitude, and abused with ail sort of tor- 
ments, had his head cut off in the midst of 
Rome, having retained the government cigl.. 
months and five days and had lie lived much 
longerj I cannot but think the empire would 

• The numbers in Jiisephus, ch. Ix, sect 2, 9, for 
Galba 7 months 7 days, for Otiio 3 months 2 days, and 
here for Viteiiius S months'3 days, do not agree with any 
Aonuui historians : who also dltagroe among tiicinselves. 
And. indeed, Scaliger justly complains, as Dr. Hudson 
observes on chan, ix, sect. 2, that this |ieriod is very 
oonftu^ and uncertain in tiie ancieni authors. I'hey 
were probably some of them contemporary together for 
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not have been sufHclent for his lust. Of the 
others that were slain, were numbered above 
fifty thousand. This battle was fought on the 
third day of the month Apelicus [Casleu] ; 
on the next Mucianus came into the city 
with his army, and ordered Antonius and his 
men to leave off killing; for they were still 
searching the houses, and killed many of V^i. 
tellius’s soldiers and inanytjf the populace, as 
supposing them to be of his party, preventing 
by their rage any accurate distinction between 
them and others. He then produced Domi- 
tian, and recommended him to the multitude, 
until his father should come himself: so the 
people being now freed from their fears, made 
acclamations of joy for Vespasian, as for 
their emperor, and kept festival-days for his 
confirmation, and for the destruction of Vj. 
tel Hus. 

5. And now, as Vespasian was come to 
Alexandria, this good news came from Home, 
and at the same time came embassies from all 
his own habitable earth, to congratulate him 
upon his advancement ; and though this Alex- 
lulria was the greatest of all cities next to 
Home, it proved too narrow to contain llie 
multitude that then came to it. So upon this 
tonfirmation of Vespasian’s entire govern. 
;ncnt, which was now settled, and upon tlie 
.inexpected deliverance of the nuhlic affairs 
•f the Homans from ruin, Vespa.sian turneil 
lis thoughts to what remained unsubdued in 
^udea. However, he himself made Imstc to 
:o to Rome, as the winter was now almost 
»vcr, and soon set the affairs of Ak'.xaiuliia in 
■rdcr, but sent his son Titus, with a seleet 
art of his army, to destroy Jerusalem. So 
ilus marched on fool as far as Nicopoli.s, 
hich is distant twenty furlongs from Alex- 
ulria ; there he {Hit his army on board some 
»ng ships, and sailed upon the river along 
1 C Mendoiau Nomus, as far as the city 
.'hmuis ; there he got out of the ship.s, and 
•alked on foot, and lodged all night al a small 
ty called I'unis. His second station was Ile- 
icleopolis, and his third Pelusiiim ; he then 
freshed his armyal that place for two day.s; 
id on the third passed over the moiilh.s of 
ic Nile al Pelusium ; he then proceeded o e 
ition over the desert, and pitched his cainp 
the temple of the Casian Jupiter, f and on 
* next day at Oslracino. This station had 
i no water; but the jicople of the country 
I iiiake use of water broiiglit from other places. 
After this lie rested at Hhiiiocolura, and fioi 
thence he went to Raphia, which was his 
fourth station. This city is the beginning of 

some time; one of the best evidences we have, I mean 
Ptolemy's Canon, omit* them all, as If they did 
together reign one whole year, nor had a single 
or New Year's Day (whiwi then fell upon Aufi'S.M” 
their entire reign*. Dio, aleo, who say* that Vrteltiui 
reigned a year within ten days, doe* yet estimate ail tl)<||r 
reitfiu together at no more than one year, one montn, 
ana two day*. 

1 There are coins of this Casian Jupiter still extanw 
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Syria. For his fiftli station he pitched his to Joppa, and from Joppa to Cesarea, having 
camp at Gasa; after which he came to As- taken a resolution to gather all his other 
calon, and thence to Jainnia, and after that forces together at that place. 


BOOK V. 


CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF NEAR SIX MONTHS. 

FROM THE COMING OF TITUS TO BESIEGE JERUSALEM, TO THE 
GREAT EXTREMITY TO WHICH THE JEWS WERE REDUCED. 


CHAPTER 1. 

CONCERNING THE SEDITIONS AT JERUSALEM, 
AND WHAT TERRIBLE MISERIES AFFUCTED 
THE CITY BY THEIR MEANS. 

§ 1. When therefore Titus had marched over 
that desert which lies between Egypt and 
Syria, in the manner forementioned, he came 
to Cesarea, having resolved to set his forces 
in order at that place, before he began the 
M'ar.^ Nay, indeed, while he was assisting his 
father at Alexandria, in settling that govern- 
ment which had been newly conferred upon 
them by God, it so liappened that the sedition 
at Jerusalem was revived, and parted into ; 
three factions, and that one faction fought 
against the other ; which partition in such 
evil cases may be said to be a good thing, and 
the effect of divine justice. Now as to the 
attack the zealots made upon the people, and 
which I esteem the beginning of the city’s 
destruction, it hath been already explained 
after an accurate manner ; as also whence it 
arose, and tu how great a mischief it was in- 
creased ; but for the present sedition, one 
should not mistake if he called it a sedition 
begotten by another sedition, and to be like a 
wild beast grown mad, which, for want of food 
from abroad, fell now upon eating its own flesh. 

2. For Eleazar, the son of Simon, who 
made the first separation of the zealots from 
the people, and made them retire into the 
temple, appeared very angry at John’s inso- 
lent attempts, which he made every day upon 
the people ; for this man never left off mur- 
dering; but the truth was, that he could not 
bear to submit to a tyrant who set up after 
him. So he being desirous of gaining the 
entire power and dominion to himself, revolt- 
ed from John, and took to his assistance Ju- 
ttts the son of Chelcias, and Simon the son* of 


Ezron, wno were among the men of greatest 
power. There was also with him Hezekiah 
the son of Chobar, a person of eminence. 
Each of these were followed by a great many 
of the zealots ; these seized upon the inner 
court of the temple,* and laid their arms up- 
on the holy gates, and over the holy fronts of 
that court ; and because they had plenty of 
provisions, they were of good courage, for 
there was a great abundance of what was con- 
secrated to sacred uses, and they scrupled not 
the making use of them ; yet were they afraid, 
on account of their small number; and when 
they had laid up their arms there, they did 
not stir^from the place they were in. Now 
as to .Tuhn, what advantage he had above 
Eleazar in the multitude of his followers, the 
like disadvantage he had in the situation he 
was in, since he had his enemies over his 
head ; and as he could not make any assault 
upon them without some terror, so was his 
anger too great to let them be at rest ; nay, 
although he sull’ered more mischief froni Elea- 
zar and his party than he could inflict upon 
them, yet would he not leave off assaulting 
them, insomuch that there were continual sal- 
lies made one against another, as well as darts 
thrown at one another, and the temple was de- 
filed everywhere with murders. 

3. But now the tyrant Simon, the son of 
Gioras, whom the people had invited in, out of 
the liopes they had of his assistance in tlie great 
distresses they were. in, having in his power the 
upper city, and a great part of the lower, did 
now make more vehement assaults upon John 

» This iippoars to be the first time that the zealots 
ventured to ptdiute this most sacred court of the temple, 
which was the court of the priests, wherein the temple 
itself an i the altar stood. So that the ooiyccture of 
those that would interpret that Zacharias, who was 
slain “ between the temple ann the altar” several months 
before, b. iv, ch. v. sect. 4. as If he were slain there by 
these zealots, is groundless, as I luive ncii*>«i on r' 
Place alreadv. 
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«nd fail party, because they were fought against But 1 must restrain myself from these pas-, 
firom above also ; yet was he beneath their sions by tlte rules of history, since this is not 


situation, when he attacked them, as they were 
beneath the attacks of the others above them. 
Whereby it came to pass, that John did both 
receive and inflict great damage, and that 
easily, as he was fougiit against on both sides ; 
and the same advantage that Eleazar and bis 
party had over him, since be was beneath them, 
the same advantage had he, by his higher 
situation, over Simon. On which account he 
easily repelled the attacks that were made from 
beneath, by the weapons thrown from their 
hands only ; but was obliged to repel those 
that threw darts from the temple above him, 
by his engines of war ; for he had such en- 
gines as threw darts, and javelins, and stones, 
and that in no small number, by which he did 
not only defend himself from such as fought 
against him, but slew moreover many of the 
priests, as they were about their sacred minis- 
trations ; for notwithstanding these men were 
mad with all sorts of impiety, yet did they still 
admit those that desired to offer their sacri- : 
faces, although tliey took care to search the ' 
people of their own country beforehand, and j 
both suspected and watched them ; while they 
were not so much afraid of strangers, who, 
although they had gotten leave of them, how 
cruel soever they were, to come into that 
court, were yet often destroyed by this sedi- 
tion : for those darts that were thrown by the 
engines came with that force, that they went 
all over the buildings, and reached as far as 
the altar, and the temple itself, and fell upon 
the priests, and those * that were about the 
sacr^ offices; insomuch that many persons 
who came thither with great xealfrom the ends 
of the earth, to offer sacrifices at this celebrat- 
ed place, which was esteemed holy by all 
mankind, fell down before their own sacrifices 
themselves, and sprinkled that altar winch was 
venerable among all men, both Greeks and 
Barbarians, with their own blood ; till the 
dead bodies of strangers were mingled to- 
gether with those of their own country, and 
those of profane persons with those ot the 
priests, and the blood of all sorts of dead car- 
cases stood in lakes in the holy courts them- 
selves. And now, ** O most wretched city, 
what misery so great as this didst thou siifTer 
from the Romans, when they came to purify 
thee from thy intestine hatred ! For thou 
couldst be no longer a place fat for God, nor 
couldst thou longer continue in being, after 
thou hadst been a sepulchre for the bodies of; 
thine own people, and hadst made the holy house 
itself a buryiiig-place in this civil war of tliine ! 
Yet may St thou again grow better, if perchance 
tbpu wilt hereafter appease the anger of that 
God wfao is the author of tliy destrixtion.f ** 

• The teyltcf. 

t This is an excellent reflection of Josephus, includ- 
ing hta hopes of the restoration of the Jews upon their 
repentance. See Antiq. b iv, ch. vlti sect 46 which 


a proper time for domestic lamentations, but 
for historical narrations; 1 therefore return 
to the operations that follow in this sedition. 

4. And now there were three treacherous 
factions in the city, the one parted from the 
other. Eleazar and his party, that kept the 
sacred first-fruits, came against John in their 
cups. Those that were with John plundered 
the populace, and went out with zeal against 
Simon. This Simon had his supply of pro- 
visions from the city, in opposition to the se- 
ditious. When, therefore, John was assault- 
ed on both sides, he made his men turn about 
throwing his darts upon those citizens that 
came up against him, from the cloisters he 
had in his possession, while he opposed those 
that attacked him from the temple by his en- 
gines of war ; and if at any time he was freed 
from those that were above him, which hap- 
pened frequently, from their being drunk 
and tired, he sallied out with a great number 
upon Simon and bis party; and this he did 
always in such parts of the city as he could 
come at, till he set on fare those houses that 
'ere full of corn, and of all other provisions. | 
The same thing was done by Simon, when, 
upon the other's retreat, he attacked the city 
also ; as if they had, on purpose, done it to 
serve the Romans, l)y destroying what the 
city had laid up against the siege, and by thus 
cutting off’ the nerves of their own power. 
Accordingly, it so came to pass, that all , the 
places that were about the temple were burnt 
down, and were become an intermediate de- 
sert space, ready for fighting on both sides ; 
and that almost all the corn was burnt, which 
would have been sufficient for a siege of many 
years. So they were taken by the means of 
the famine, which it was impossible they 
should have been, unless they had thus pre- 
pared the way for it by tliis procedure. 

5. And now, ns the city was engaged in a 
war on ail sides, from these treacherous crowds 
of wicked men, the people of the city, be- 
tween them, were like a great body torn in 
pieces. The aged men and the women were 
in such distress by their internal calamities, 
that they wished for the Romans, and earnest- 
ly hoped for an external war, in order to their 
delivery from their domestic miseries. The 
citizens themselves were under a terrible con- 
sternation and fear ; nor had they "any oppor- 

I is the grand Hone of Israel,’* as Manasseh-bcn-Isrsel, 
the famous Jewish rabbi, styles it, in his small but iv 
markable treatise on that subject, of which the Jewish 
prophets are everywhere full. See the principal of those 
prophecies collected tewether at the end of the Essay on 
tlie Hevelatioii, page 5^, dec. 

± This destruction of such a vast quantity of corn 
and other provisions, as was sufficient for many y^rs, 
was the direct occasion of that tenribte faroine, which 
consumed incredible numbers of Jews in Jerusalem dur- 
ing its siege. Nor probably could the Romans have 
taken this city, after all, had not these seditious Jews 
beeirso infatuated as thus madly to destroy, wiiat Jiv 
senhus here Justly stvict » The nerves of their power 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 


chap. n. 


709 


tunity of taking counsel, and of changing their ters, where alone he cotdd erect them where- 


conduct ; nor were there any hopes of com- 
tng to an agreement with their enemies ; nor 
could such as had a mind flee away ; for 
guards were set at all places, and the heads I 
i^f the robbers, although they were seditious ' 
one against another in other respects, yet did 
they i^ree in killiug^those that were for peace 
with the Romans, or were susf)ected of an in- 
clination to desert to them, as their common 
enemies. They agreed in nothing but this, 
to kill those that were innocent. The noise 
also of those that were fighting was incessant, 
both by day and by night ; but the lamenta- 
tions of those that mourned exceeded the 
other ; nor was there ever any occasion for 
them to leave off their lamentations, because 
their calamities came perpetually one upon 
another, although the deep consternation they 
were in prevented their outward wailing ; but 
being constrained by their fear to conceal 
their inward passions, they were inwardly tor- 
mented, without daring to open their lips in 
groans. Nor was any regard paid to those 
2iat were still alive, by their relations ; nor 
was there any care taken of burial for those 
that were d«ad ; the occasion of both which 
was this, that every one despaired of himself ; 
for those that were not among the seditious 
had no great desires of any thing, us expect- 
ing for certain that they should very soon be 
destroyed ; but for the seditious themselves, 
they fought against each other, while they 
trod upon the dead bodies as they lay heaped 
one upon another, and taking up a mad rage 
from those dca<l bodies that were under their 
feet, became the fiercer thereupon. They, 
moreover, were still inventing somewhat or 
other that was pernicious against themselves ; 
and when they had resolved upon any thing, 
they exeettted it without mercy, and omitted 
no method of torment or of barbarity. Nay, 
John abused the sacred materials,* and em- 
ployed them in the construction of his en- 
gines of war ; for the people and the priests 
had formerly determined to support the tem- 
ple, and raise the holy house twenty cubit: 
ikigher *, fur king Agrippa had at a very great 
expense, and wiih very great pains, brought 
thither such materials as were proper for that 
purpose, being pieces of timber very well 
worth seeing, both for their straightness and 
their largeness : but the war coming on, and 
interruptiiig the w'ork, John had them cut, 
and prepared for the building him towers, he 
finding them long enough to oppose from 
them those his adversaries that fought him from 
the temple that was above him. He also had 
them brought and erected behind the inner 
court over-against the west end of tlic clois- 


as, the other sides of that court had so many 
steps as would not let them come nigh enough 
the cloisters. 

6, Thus did John hope to be too hard for 
his enemies by these engines constructed by 
‘m impiety ; but God himself demonstrated 
hat his pains would prove of no use to him, 
by bringing the Romans upon him before he 
‘ lad reared any of his towers ; for Titus, 
when he had gotten together part of his forces 
about him, and had ordered the rest to meet 
him at Jerusalem, marched out of Cesarea. 
He had with him tlmse three legions that bad 
accompanied his father when he laid Judea 
waste, together with that twelfth legion which 
had been formerly beaten with Cestius ; which 
legion, as it was otherwise remarkable for its 
valour, so did it march on now with greater 
alacrity to avenge themselves on the Jews, as 
remembering what they had formerly suffered 
from them. Of these legions he ordered the 
fifth to meet him, by going through Emmaus, 
and the tenth to go up by Jericho ; he also 
moved himself, together with the rest ; besides 
whom marched those auxiliaries that came from 
the kings, being now more in number than be- 
fore, together with a considerable number that 
came to bis assistance from Syria. Those al- 
so that had been selected out of these four 
legions, and sent with Mucianus to Italy 
had their places filled up out of these soldiers 
that came out of Egypt with Titus, w'ho were 
two thousand men, chosen out of the armies 
at Alexandria. There followed him also three 
thousand drawn from those that guarded the 
river Euphrates ; as also, there came Tiberius 
Alexapder, who was a friend of his, most 
valuable, both for his good-will to him and 
for his prudence. He had formerly been go- 
vernor of Alexandria, but was now. thought 
worthy to be general of the army [under Ti- 
tus]. The reason of this was, tliat he had 
been the first who encouraged Vespasian very 
lately to accept this his new dominion, and 
joined himself to him with great Hdelify, when 
things were uncertain, and fortune had not 
yet declared for him. He also followed Ti- 
tus as a counsellor, very useful to him in this 
war, botii by his age and skill in such affairs. 


CHAPTER 11. 

HOW TITUS MARCHED TO JERUSALEM, AND 
HOW HE WAS IN DANGER AS HE WAS TAK- 
ING A VIEW OF THE CITY. OF THE PLACE 
ALSO WHERE HE PITCHED HIS CAM?. 

§ 1. Now, as Titus was upon his march in- 
to the enemy's country, the auxiliaries tliat 



. * 1 hU timber, we see, was designed for the rebuild^ t There being no gate on the west, and only on the 
tlMMe twenty additional cubits of the holy house west side of the court of the priests, and so no steps 
abo ve the hundred, which had fallen down some years | there, this was the only side that the seditious, undo. 
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were sent by the kings inarched first, having j 
all the other auxiliaries with them ; after whom 
followed those that were to prepare the roads 
and measure out the camp ; then came the 
commander’s baggage, and after that the other 
soldiers, who were completely armed to sup- 
port them ; then came Titus himself, having 
with him another select body ; and then came 
the pikemen ; after whom came the horse be- 
longing to that legion. All these came before 
the engines; and after these engines, followed 
the tribunes and the leaders of the cohorts, 
with their select bodies ; after these came the 
ensigns, with the eagle; and before those en- 
signs came the trumpeters belonging to them ; 
next these came the main body of the army in 
their ranks, every rank being six deep ; the 
servants belonging to every legion came after 
these ; and before these last their baggage; the 
mercenaries came last, and those that guarded 
them brought up the rear. Now Titus, ac* 
cording to the Roman usage, went in the front 
of the army after a decent manner, and march- 
ed through Samaria to Gophna, a city that 
had been formerly taken by his father, and 
was then garrisoned by Roman soldiers ; and 
when he had lodged there one niglit, he march- 
ed on in the morning ; and when ho imd gone 
as far as a day’s inarch, he pitched his camp 
at that valley which the Jews, in their own 
tongue, call ** the Valley of Thorns,” near a 
certain village called Gabaothsaul, which sig- 
nifies the Hill of Saul,'* being distant from 
Jerusalem abouc thirty furlongs. There it 
was that he chose out six hundred select horse- 
men, and went to take a view of the city, to 
observe what strength it was of, and how 
courageous the Jews w ere ; whether, when 
they saw him, and before they came to a di- 
rect battlfc*, they would be allViglitcd and sub- 
mit ; for he had been informed, what was 
really true, that the people who were fallen 
under the power of the seditious and the rob- 
bers, were greatly desirous of peace ; but be- 
ing too w’eak :o rise up against the rest, they 
lay still. 

2, Now, so lung as he rode along the 
straight road which led to the wall of the 
city, nobody appeared out of the gates ; but 
when he went out of tliat road, and declined 
towards the tower Psephinus, and led the 


him to go forward, because all the places had 
trenches dug in them from the wall, to pre- 
serve the gardens round about, and. were full 
of gardens obliquely situated, and of many 
hedges ; and to return back to his own men, 
he saw It was also impossible, by reason of 
the multitude of the enemies that lay between 
them; many of whom jid not so muc'n as 
know that the king * was in any danger, but 
supposed him still among them. So he per- 
ceived, that his preservation must be wholly 
owing to his own courage, and turned his 
horse about, and cried out aloud to those that 
were about him to follow him, and ran with 
violence into the midst of his enemies, in or- 
der to force bis way through them to liis own 
men. And hence wc may principally learn, 
that both tlie success of wars, and the dangers 
that kings f are in, are under the providence 
of God ; for while such a number of darts 
were thrown at Titus, when he had neither 
his head- piece on, not his hi east-plate (for, as 
1 told you, he went out not to fight, hut to 
view the city), none of them touched his body, 
but went aside without hurting him ; as if all 
of them missed him on purpose, and only 
made a noise as they passed by him. So he 
diverted those perpetually with his sword that 
came on his side, and overturned many of 
those that directly met him, and made liis 
horse ride over those that were overthrown. 
The enemy indeed made a great shout at the 
boldness of Ciesar, f and exhorted one aiio- 
ther to rush upon him. Yet did these against 
whom he inarched fly away, and go ofl* from 
him in great numbers; while those that were 
in the same danger witli him kept up close to 
him, though they tvere wounded both on their 
backs and on their sides ; for they had each 
I of them but this one hope of escaping, if they 
I could assist 'I'itiis in opening himself a way, 
j that he might nut be encompassed round by 
bis enemies before he got away from them. 
Now, there w ere two of those that w’cre witli 
him, but at sonic distance ; the one of w hom 
the enemy encompassed round, and slew him 
with their darts, and his horse also; but the 
other they slew' as he leaped down from his 
horse, and carried ofl' his horse with them. 
13ut Titus escaped with the rest, and came 


band of horsemen obliquely, an iniiiiense 
number of the Jews leaped out suddenly at 
the lowers called the “ Women’s Towers,” 
through that gate which was over-against the 
monuments of queen Helena, and intercepted 
bis horse ; and standing directly opposite to 
those that still ran along the road, idniiered 
tliem from joining those that had declined 
out oi it. They intercepted Titus also, with 
a few others. Now it was here impossible for 

to the doifiters of that court end-ways, though uiion the 
floor of the court oi Israel. See the scheme of that 
temple. In the dcscrlptiou of the temples hereto belong 
Inf*. 


* Wc may here note, that Titus is here called “ a 
king," and “ Cwsar," by Josephus, even while he was 
no more than the emperor’s son, and general of the 
Uomaii ar\ny, and his father Vespasian wns still alive j 
just as the New 'I'estamcnt says “ Archelaus reigned, 
or “ was king," (Mai. ii, SJ'J) though he was properly no 
more than cthnatch, as Josephus assures us, Antiq. b. 
xviii, eh. xl, st'ct. 4. Of the War, b. ii, ch. vi,scet. 5. 
Thus abo the Jcw.s callcii the Roman emjHJrors “ Kines, 
though they never Uwk tiuit title to thcnisclve-i : ' 'y* 
have no khig but Caesar," John xix, 15. “ .Submit to 

the 'king a.s supreme," I l*et. il, 1.3. 17 t.whioh isalso the 
language of tiic ATvwtolicni C'on8titution.H, li. 
iv, 1.3 Tv. 19; vi, if, 25; vii, 16; viii. S. 1.3; and e'f'": 
where in the New Testament, Mat. x, 18; xvu, 25 , i 
Tim, Ii, 2; and In Josephus also; though J 
Josephus parttcularly esteemed Titus as joint-king wit 
his rather ever since his divine dreams that declare 
them both such, h. ili. ch. viii, sect. 9. 
f See the above nctf « 
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safe to the camp. So this success of the | and ran out upon the tenth legion, and fell 
Jews’ Brst attack raised their minds, and gave' upon the Romans with great eagerness, and 
them an ill -grounded hope ; and this short in- with a prodigious shout, ns they were fortify- 
clination of fortune, on their side, made them ing their camp These Romans were caught 
very courageous for the future. ’in different parties, and this in order to per- 

3. But now, as soon as that legion that had form their several works, and on that account 
been at Einmaus w as joined to Caesar at night, had in great measure laid aside their arms ; 
he removed thence, when it was day, and came for they thought the Jews would not have ven- 
to a place called Scopus ; from whence the lured to make a sally upon them ; and hail 
city began already to be seen, and a plain they been disposed so to do they supposed their 
view might he taken of the great temple, sedition w ould have distracted them. So they 
Accordingly, this place, on the north quarter | w'ere put into disorder unexpectedly; when 
of the city and adjoining thereto, was a plain, ! some of them left their works they were about, 
and very properly named Scopus [the pros- 1 and immediately marched off, while many ran 
pect] ; and w'as no more than seven furlongs • to their arms, but were smitten and slain be- 
distant from it. And here it was that Titus fore they could turn back upon the enemy, 
ordered a camp to be fortiiied for two legions' The Jews became still more and more in num- 
that were to be together ; but ordered another her, as encouraged by the good success of 
camp to be fortified, at three furlongs farther , those that first made the attack ; and, while 
distance behind them, for the fifth legion ; for j they had such good fortune, they seemed, 
he thouglit that, by marching in llie night, I both to themselves and to fhe enemy, to be 
they might be tired, and might deserve to be! many more than they really were. The dis 
covered from the enemy, and with less fear -orderly way of their figliting at first put the 
might fortify theinselvos ; and, as these were | Homans also to a stand, who had been con 
now beginning to build, the tenth legion, who j stantly used to fight skilAilly in good order, 
came through Jericho, was already come to and with keeping their ranks, and obeying 
the place, where a certain part of armed men the orders that were given them ; for which 
had formerly lain, to guard that pass into the reason the* Romans were caught unexpected- 
city, and had been taken before by Vespasian. ly, and were obliged to give way to the as- 
'I'hesc legions had orders to encamp at the saults that were made upon them. Now' when 
distaiiCe of six furlongs from Jerusalem, at these Romans were overtaken, and turned 
tlie mount called the mount of Olives,* which back upon the Jews, they put a stop to their 
lies over-agaiiist the city on the east-side, and career ; yet, when they did not take care 
is parted from it by a. deep valley, interposed ! enough of themselves through the vebemency 
between them, which is named Cedron, | of their pursuit, they were wounded by them ; 

4. Now, when hitherto the several parties j but, as still more and more Jews sallied out 
in the city bad been dasliing one against an- of the city, the Romans were at length brought 
other perpetually, this foreign war, now' sud- ! into confusion, and put to flight, and ran a- 
denly come upon them after a violent man- j way from their camp. Nay, things looked as 
neV, put the first stop to their contentions one', though the entire legion would have been in 
Bgaiust another; and, as the seditious now j danger, unless Titus had been informed of the 
saw' with astonishment the Romans pitching ' case they w ere in, and had sent them succours 
three several camps, they began to think of , immediately. So he reproached them for their 
an awkward sort of concord, and said one to | cowardice, and brought those back that were 
another, — “ What do we here, and what do j running away, and fell himself upon the Jews 
we mean, when we suffer three fortified walls .on their flank, with those select troops that 
to be built t> coop us in, that we shall not be were with him, and slew a considerable num. 
able to breathe freely? while the enemy is i her, and wounded more of them, and put 
securely building a kind of city in opposition them all to flight, and made them run aw-ay 
to us, and while we sit still within our owm j hastily down the valley. Now as these Jews 
w'alls, and become spectators only of what ' suffered greatly in the declivity of the valley, 
they are doing, vvith our hands idle, and our ; so, when they were gotten over it, they turn- 
armour laid by, us if they were about some-jed aliout, and stood over-against the Romans, 
what that was tor our good and advantage, [fiaving the valley betwecMi them, and there 
We are, it seems,” so did they cry out, “ only fought with them. Thus did they continue 
courageous against ouis-lves, while the Ro- the fight till noon ; but, when it was alrea- 
mans are likely to gain the city without blood- : <ly ** little after noon, Titus set those that 
shed by our sedition.” Thus did they en-!came to tlie assistance of the Romans with 
courage one anollier when they w ere gotten kim, and those that belonged to the cohorts, 
together, and took their armour immediately, to prevent the Jews from making any more 

^ _ sallies, and then sent the rest of the legion 

of Jerusalem, at about the distance of tiveorsix fur- ® upper part of the mountain, to fortify 


Jongs, with the valley of Cedron Interposed between their camp, 
that mountain and the city, are things well known ixrth e nru:,. 
in the Old and New Testament, In Josephus elsewhere, 

Stif! in all *K.. ' 


and in all the descriptions of Palestine. 


5. This march of the Romans seemed to 
the Jews to be a flight; and as the w-afeh 
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natif who was placed upon the wall, gave a 
signal by shaking his garment, there came 
out a fresh multitude of Jews, and that with 
such mighty violence, that one might compare 
it to the running of the most terrible wild 
beasts. To say the truth, none of those that 
opposed them could sustain the fury with 
which they made their attacks; but, as if 
they had been cast out of an engine, they 
brake the enemies* ranks to pieces, who were 
put to flight, and ran away to the mountain ; 
none but Titus himself, and a few others 
with him, being left in the midst of the accli- 
vity. Now tliese others, who were his friends, 
despised the danger they were in, and were 
ashamed to leave their general, earnestly ex- 
horting him to give way to these Jews that 
are fond of dying, and not to run into such 
dangers before tliose that ought to stay before 
him ; to consider what his fortune was, and 
not, by supplying the place of a common 
soldier, to venture to turn back upon tlie ene- 
my so suddenly ; and this because he was 
general in the war, and lord of the habitable 
earth, on whose preservation the public affairs 
do all depend. These persuasions Titus 
8(«med not so much as to hear, but opposed 
those that ran upon him, and smote them on 
the face; and, when he had forced them to 
go back, he slew them : he also fell upon 
great numbers as they marched down the 
hill, and thrust them forward; while those 
men were so amazed at his courage and his 
strength, that they could not fly directly to 
the city, but declined from him on both sides, 
and pressed after those that fled up the hill ; 
yet did he still fall upon their flank, and put 
a stop to their fury. In the mean time, a 
disorder and a terror fell again upon those 
that were fortifying their camp at the top of 
the hill, upon tlieir seeing those beneath them 
running away, insomuch that the whole legion 
was dispersed, while they thought that the 
sallies of the Jews upon them were plainly 
insupportable, and that Titus was himself put 
to flight; because they took it for granted 
that, if be had staid, the rest would never 
have fled for it. Thus were they encompass- 
ed on every side by a kind of panic fear, and 
some dispersed themselves one way, and some 
another, till certain of them saw their general 
in the very midst of an action, and, being un- 
der great concern for him, they loudly pro- 
claimed the danger he was in to the entire 
legion; and now shame made them turn 
back, and they reproached one another, that 
they did worse than run away, by deserting 
Cassar. So they used their utmost force a- 
gainst the Jews, and declining from the 
straight declivity, they drove them in heaps 
into the bottom of the valley. Then did the 
Jews turn about and flght them ; but as they 
were themselves retiring, and now, because 
the Romans had the advantege of the ground, 
and were «diove the Jews, tliey drove them 


all into the valley. Titus also oressed upon 
those that were near him, and sent the legion 
again to fortify theii;, camp; while he, and 
those that were with him before, opposed the 
enemy, and kept them from doing fartlier 
mischief ; insomuch that, if 1 may be allow, 
ed neither to add any thing out of flattery, 
nor to diminish any thing out of envy, but 
to speak the plain truth, Cassar did twice de- 
liver that entire legion when it was in jeopar- 
dy, and gave them a quiet opportunity of for- 
tifying tlieir camp. 


CHAPTER III. 

HOW THE SEDITION WAS AGAIN EEVIVED 
WITHIN JERUSALEM, AND YET THE JEWS 
CONTRIVED SNARES FOR THE ROMANS. HOW 
TITUS ALSO THREATENED HIS SOLDIERS FOR 
THEIR UNGOVERNABLE RASHNESS. 

§ 1. As now the war abroad ceased for a 
while, the sedition within was revived; and 
on the feast of unleavened bread, which was 
now come, it being the fourteenth day of the 
month Xanthicus [Nisan], when it is believ- 
ed the Jews were first freed from the Ei^yp- 
tians, Eleazar and bis party opened the gates 
of this [inmost court of the] temple, and ad- 
mitted such of the people as were desirous to 
worship God into it.* But John made U!s« 
of this festival as a cloak for his treacherous 
designs, and armed the most inconsiderable 
of his own parly, the greater part of whom 
were not purified, with weapons concealed 
under their garments, and sent them with 
great zeal into the temple, in order to seize 
upon it; which armed men, when they w'ere 
gotten in, threw their garments away, and 
presently appeared in their armour. Upon 
which there was a very great disorder and 
disturbance about the holy house ; while the 
people w'ho had no concern in the sedition, 
supposed that this assault was made against 
ail without distinction, as the zealots thought 

• Here we see the true occasion of those vast num- 
bers of Jews that were bi Jerusalem during this siege 
by Titus, and perished therein ; that the sic^e began at 
the feast of the passover, when such prodigious nuiiti- 
tudes of Jews and proselytes of the gate were come 
from all iiarts of Judea, and from other countries, in 
order to celebrate that great festival. See the note, b. 
vi, ch. ix, sect. 5. Tacitus himself informs us, thatthe 
number of men, women, and children^ in Jerusalem, 
when it was besieged by the Romans, as he had been 
informed, was 6i)n,0(^0. This information must Ivive 
been laken from the Homans ; for Josephus never men- 
tions the numbers of those that were besiegeil, only he 
lets us know, that of the vulgar, carried dead out of the 
gates, and buried at the puDlic charges, was the like 
number of 600,000, ch. vill, sect. 7- However, when 
Oestius Callus came first to the siege, that sum in 1 s- 
cftus is no way iliisagreeabJe to Josephus’s histoiy, though 
they were become much more numerous when Titu? 
encoDipatiscd the city at the passover. As to the num- 
ber that perishctl during the siege, Josephus assures us, 
as we shall see hereafter, they were 1,100,000, beside 
97,000 captives. But Todtus’i history of the last part 
of this siege » not now extant; so we cannot compars 
his paialleT nui ben with those of Josephus. 
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it waa made against themselves only« So 
these left off guarding the gates any longer, 
and leaped down from their battlements be- 
fore they came to an engagement, and fled 
away into the subterranean caverns of the 
temple; while the people that stood trem- 
bling at the altar, and about the holy house, 
were rolled on heaps together, and trampled 
upon, and w'ere beaten both with wooden and 
with iron weapons without mercy. Such 
also, as had differences with others, slew 
many persons that were quiet, out of U)eir 
own private enmity and hatred, as if they 
were opposite to the seditious ; and all those 
that had formerly offended any of these plot- 
ters, were now known, and were now led away 
to the slaughter; and, when they had done 
abundance of horrid mischief to the guiltless, 
they granted a truce to the guilty, and let 
those go oft' that came out of the caverns. 
These followers of John also did now seize 
upon this inner temple, and upon all the war- 
like engines therein, and then ventured to op- 
pose Simon. And thus that sedition, which 
had been divided into three factions, was 
now reduced to two. 

2. But Titus, intending to pitch his camp 
nearer to the city than Scopus, placed as many 
of his choice horsemen and ibotmen as lie 
thought sufheient, opposite to the Jews, to 
prevent their sallying out upon them, while he 
gave orders for the whole army to level the 
distance, as far as the wall of the city. So 
they threw down all the hedges and walls 
which the inhabitants had made about their 
gardens and groves of trees, and cut down all 
the fruit-trees thai lay between them and the 
wall of the city, and filled up all the hollow 
places and the chasms, and demolished the 
rocky precipices with iron instruments ; and 
thereliy made all the place level from Scopus 
to Herod’s monuments, which adjoined to 
tile pool called the Serpent’s Pool. 

3, Now at this very time, the Jews contriv- 
ed the following stratagem .against the Ro- 
mans. The bolder sort of the seditious went 
out at the towers, called the Women’s Towers, 
as if they had been ejected out of the city by 
those who were for peace, and rambled about 
as if they were afraid of being assaulted by 
the Romans, and were in fear of one another ; 
while those that stood upon the wall, and 
seemed to be of the people's side, cried out 
aioud for peace, and entreated they might 
have security for their lives given them, and 
called for the Romans, promising to open the 
gates to them ; and as tliey cried out after 
that manner, they threw stones at their owm 
people, as though they would drive them 
away from the gates. These also pretended 
that they were excluded by force, and that 
they petitioned those that were within to let 
them in ; and rusliing upon the Romans per- 
petually, with violence, they then came back, 
end seemed to be in great disorder. Now 


the Roman soldiers thought this cunning 
stratagem of theirs was to be believed real, 
and thinking they bad the one party under 
their power, and could punish them as they 
pleased, and hoping that the other party would 
open their gates to them, set to the execution 
of their designs accordingly. But for Titus 
himself, he had this surprising conduct of the 
Jews in suspicion ; for whereas he liad invited 
them to come to terms of accommodation, by 
Josephus, but one day before, he could then 
receive no civil answer from them ; so he or- 
dered the soldiers to stay where they were. 
However, some of them that were set in the 
front of the works prevented him, and catch- 
ing up their arms ran to the gates ; whereup 
on those that seemed to have been ejected at 
the first retired ; but as soon as the soldiers 
were gotten between the towers on each side 
of the gate, the .Tews ran out and encompass- 
ed them round, and fell upon them behind, 
while that multitude which stood upon the 
wall, throw a heap of stones and darts of all 
kinds at them, insomuch that they slew a con- 
siderable number, and wounded many more ; 
for it was not easy for the Romans to escape, 
by reason those l>ehind them pressed them 
forward ; besides which, the shame they were 
under for being mistaken, and the fear they 
w ore in of their commanders, engaged them 
to persevere in their mistake ; w'herefore they 
fought wdth their spears a great while, and re 
ceived many blows from the Jews, though in- 
deed they gave them as many bluw's again, 
and at last repelled those that had encompass- 
ed tliem ;tbout, while the Jews pursued them 
as they retired, and followed them, and threw 
darts at, tiiem as far as the monuments of 
queen Helena. 

4. After this these Jews, without keeping 
any decorum, grew' insolent upon their good 
fortune, and jested upon the Romans, for be- 
ing deluded by the trick they had put upon 
them, and niidung a noise w ith beating their 
shields, leaped for gladness, and m.ade joyful 
exclamations; while these soldiers were re- 
ceived with tbreatenings by their officers, and 
with indignation by Ccesar himself w ho spake 
to them thus] : Tiiese Jews, who are only 
conducted by liicir madness, do every thing 
with care and circumspection ; they contrive 
stratagems, and lay ambushes, and fortune 
gives success to their stratagems, because they 
arc obedient, and preserve their good-will and 
fidelity to one anoUier ; while the Romans, to 
whom fortune uses to be ever subservient, by 
reason of their good order, and ready sul^ 
mission to their commanders, have now had 
ill * success by their contrary behaviour, and 
by not being able to restrain their hands from 
action, tliey have been caught ; and that which 
is the most to their reproach, they have gone 
on w'ithout their commanders, in the very pre- 
sence of Ceesar. “ Truly,” says Titus, the 
i laws of war cannot but groan heavily, as will 
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my father also himself, when he shall be in. 
formed of this ivound that hath been given us, 
since lie, who is grown old in wars, did never 
make so great a mistake. Our laws of war 
do also ever inflict capital punishment on 
those that in the least break into good order, 
while at this time they have seen an entire 
army run into disorder. However, those that 
have been so insolent shall he made inimcdi. 
ately sensible, that even they who conquer 
among the Romans without orders for fight- 
ing, are to be under disgrace.** When Titus 
had enlarged upon this matter before the 
commanders, it appeared evident that he 
would execute the law against all those that 
were concerned ; so these soldiers* minds sunk 
down in despair, as expecting to be put to 
death, and that justly and quickly. However, 
the other legions came round about Titus, 
and entreated his favour to these their fellow- 
soldiers, and made supplication to him, that 
he would pardon the rashness of a few, on 
account of the better obedience of nil the 
rest ; and promised for them th^t they should | 
make amends for their present fkult, by their 
more virtuous behaviour for the time to come. I 
5. So Caesar complied with their desires, | 
and with what prudence dictated to him also ; 
for he esteemed it fit to punish single persons 
by real executions, but that the punishment 
of great multitudes should proceed no farther 
than reproofs ; so he was reconciled to the 
soldiers, but gave them a special charge to 
act more wisely for the future; and he con> 
sidered with himself how he might be even 
with the Jews for their stratagem. And now 
when the space between the Homans and the 
wall had been levelled, which was done in 
four days ; and as he was desirous to bring 
the baggage of the army, with the rest of the 
muUllude that followed biiuj safely to the 
camp, he set the strongest part of his army 
over-against that wall wiiich lay on the north 
quarter of the city, and over-against the wes- 
tern part of it, and made his army seven deep, 
with the footmen placed before them, and the 
horsemen behind them, each of the last in 
three ranks, whilst liie archers stood in the 
midst in seven ranks. And now as the Jew's 
were prohibited, by so great a hrxly of men^ 
from making sallies upon the Homans, both 
the beasts that bare the burdens, and belong- 
ed to the three legions, and the rest of the 
multitude, marched on without any fear. 
But aa for Titus himself, he was but about two 
furlongs distant from the wall, at that part of 
it where was the corner,* and over against 
that tower wliich was called Psephinus, at 
which tower the compass of the w all belonging 
to tlie north bended, and extended itself over- j 
against the west ; but the other part of the 
army fortibed tliemselves at the tower called 

* Serbian, says Dr. Hudson, here was that gate, call* 
id the' ** Gate of the Corocr,' iu 'l Chr. xxvi, 9. Sec 

iv, aaltr 


Hfppicus, and was distant, in like manner, 
but two furlongs from the city. However, 
the tenth legion continued in its own place, 
upon the Mount of Olives. 


CHAPTER IV. 

THE DESCRIPTION OF JERUSALEM. 

$ 1. The city of Jerusalem was fortified with 
three walls, on such parts as were not encom - 
passed with unpassablc valleys ; fqr in such 
places it had but one wall. The city was 
built upon two hills which are opposite to one 
another, and have a valley to divide then 
assunder ; at which valley the corresponding 
rows of bouses on both hills end. Of these 
hills, that which contains the upper city is 
much higher, and in length more direct, Ac 
cordingly, it was called the Citadel,** by 
king David ; he was the father of that Solo, 
mon who built this temple at the first ; but it 
is by us called the “ Upper Market-place." 
But the other hill, which was called “ Acra," 
and sustains the lower city, is of the shape 
of a moon w'hen she is horned ; over-against 
this was a third liill, hut naturally lower than 
Acra, and parted formerly from the other by 
abroad valley. However in those times when 
the Asamoneans reigned, they filled up that 
valley with earth, and had a mind to join the 
city to the temple. They then took off part 
of the height of Acra, and reduced it to bo of 
less elevation than it was hcforc, that the tem- 
ple might be superior to it. Now the Valley 
of Uie Cheese-mongers, as it was called, and 
was that which we told you before distinguish- 
ed the hill of the upper city from that of the 
lower, extended as far as Sik>am ; for that 
is the name of a fountain which hath sweet 
w'ater in it, and this in great plenty also. But 
on the outsides, those hills are surround- 
ed by deep valleys, and by reason of the pre- 
cipices to them belonging on both sides, they 
are everywhere unpassable. 

2. Now, of these three walls, the old one 
was hard to be taken, both by reason of the 
valleys, and of that hill on which it was built, 
and which w'as above them. But besides that 
great advaulaga, as to the place where tlioy 
were situated, it was also built very strong ; 
because David and Solomon, and the follow- 
! ing kings, were very zealous about this work. 

; Now that wall began on the north, at the 
I tower called “ Hippicus,’* and extended as 
I far as the ** Xistus,** a place so called, aiu 
I then, joining to the council-house, ended at 
the west cloister of the temple. But il w* 
go the other way westward, it began at the 
same place, and extended through a place 
called “ Bethso,** to the gate of the Esseii^ » 
and after that it went southward, having > 
bending above the fountain ^loam where > 
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also bends again towards the east at Solomon’s i :urrets of three cubits altitude, insomuch that 
pool, and reaches as far as a certain place the entire altitude extendi d as far as twenty, 
which they called “ Ophlas,” where it was five cubits. 

joined to the eastern cloister of the temple. ! 3. Now the towers that were upon it were 

The second wall took its beginning from that wenty cubits in breadth and twenty cubits 
gate which they called Gcnnath,*’ which be- n heiglit ; they were square and solid, as 
longed to the first wall ; it only encompassed was the wall itself, wherein the niceness of 
the northern quarter of the city, and reached as he joints and the beauty of the stones were 
far as the tower Antonia. The beginning of no way inferior to those of the holy house it- 
the third wall was at the tower Hippicus, self. Above this solid altitude of the towers, 
whence it reached as far as the north quar- which was twenty cubits, there were rooms 
ter of the city, and the tower Psephinus, of great magnificence, and over them upper 
and then was so far extended till it came rooms, and cisterns to receive rain-water 
over-againut the monuments of Helena, which They were many in nntnber, and the steps 
Helena was queen of Adiabene, the daughter by which you ascended up to them were every 
of Izates *. it then extended farther to a great one broad ; of these towers then the third 
length, and passed by the sepulchral caverns wall had ninety, and t'.ie spaces bet ween them 
of the kings, and bent again at the tower of were each two hiiiulred cubits ; but in the 
the corner, at the monument which is called middle wall were forty towers, and the old 
the “ Monument of the Fuller,” and joined w'all was parted into sixty, while the whole 
to the old wall at the valley called the “ Val- compass of the city was tliirty -three furlongs. 
Icy of Cedron.” It was Agrippa who en- Now the third wall was all of it wonderful; 
compassed the parts added to the old city with yet was the tower Psephinus elevated above 
this wall, which had been all naked before ; t at the north-west corner, and there Titus 
for as the city grew' more populous, it gradu- pitched his own tent j for being seventy cu- 
ally crept beyond its old limits, and those bits higli, it both afforded a prospect of Ara- 
parts of it that stood northward of the temple bia at sun rising, as well as it did of the ut> 
and joined that hill to the city, made it con- most limits of the Hebrew' possessions at the 
siderably larger, and occasioned that bill, sea westward. Moreover, it was an octagon, 
which is in number ti»e fourth, and is called and over-against it was the tower Hippicus ; 

“ Bezetha,” to be inhabited also. It lies over- and hard by two others were erected by king 
Bgainst the tower Antonia, but is divided from Herod, in the old wall. These w'ere for 
it by a deep valley, which was dug on pur- largeness, beauty, and strength, beyond all 
pose, and that in order to hinder tlio founda- that were in the habitable eaitli; for besides 
tions of the tower of Antonia from joining to the magnanimity of his nature, and his mag- 
Ihis hill, and thereby affording an opporiuni- nificence towards the city on other occasions, 
ty for getting to it with case, and hindering le built these after such an extraordinary 
the security that arose from its superior eleva- manner,, to gratify his own private affections, 
lion ; for which reason also that depth of the and dedicated these towers to the memory of 
ditch made the elevation of the towers more those three persons who had been the deares^ 
reinai knble. This new-biiiU part of the city to him, and from whom ho named them, 
w'as called Bezetha,” in our language, which, They were his brother, his friend, and his 
if interpreted in the Grecian language, may wife. This wife he had slain, out of his 
be called ” the New City.” Since, therefore, love [and jealousy], as we have already relaU 
its inhabitants stood in need of a covering, the ed ; the other tw'o he lost in war, as they were 
father of the present ^ing, and of the same courageously lighting. Hippicus, so named 
name with h‘m, Agrippa, began that wall we from his friend, was square ; its length and 
spoke of j but he left off building it when he breadth were each twenty-five cubits, and its 
had only laid ihe foundation, out of the fear height tliirty, and it had no vacuity in it. 
he was in of Claudius Cicsar, lest he siiould Over this solid building, wliich was composed 
suspect that so strong a wall was built, in or- of great stones united together, there was a 
der to make some innovation in public affairs ; reservoir twenty cubits deep, over which there 
fur the city could no way have been taken if was a house of two stories, whose height was 
that wall had been finished in the manner it was tw'enty-five cubits, and divided into several 
begun ; as its parts were connected together parts ; over which were battlements of two 
by stones twenty cubits long, and ten cubits cubits, and turrets all round of three cubits 
broad, w'hich could never have either been easi- high, insomuch that the entire height added 
ly undermined by any iron tools, or shaken by together amounted to fourscore cubits. The 
any engines. The wall was, howeviHy ten second tower, which he named from his bro- 
cubits wide, and it would probably have had a ther Phasaelus, had its breadth and its height 
height greater than that, had not his zeal who e(|ual, each of them forty cubits ; over which 
began it been hindered from exerting itself, was its solid height of forty cubits ; over 
After this it was erected with great diligence which a cloister went round about, whose 
by the Je\Vs, jas high as twenty cubits, above height was ten cubits, and it was covered 
which it had IttUlements of two cubits, and from enemies by breast-works and bulwarks 
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ttiMwfii also fi&ilt that deleter ane&er | besides many porticoes, eiie beyond another, 
tofwer, parted into magnificent rooms and a round Sbout, and in each of those porticoes 
place for bathing; so that this tower Wanted curious pillars ; yet were all the courts that 
nothing that tni^t make it appear to be a were exposed to the air everywhere green, 
royal palace. It was also adorned with bat- There were moreover several groves of trees, 
tiemeitts and turrets, more than was the fore- and long walks through tliem, with deep 
Ijoinjgf and the entire altitude was about nine- canals, and cisterns, Uiat in several parts were 
^ cubits; the appearance of it resembled the filled with brazen statues, tlirough which the 
tower of Phams, which exhibited a fire to water ran out. There were withal many 
such as sailed to Alexandria, but was much dove-courts * of tame pigeons about the ca- 
larger than it in compass. This was now nals ; but, indeed, it is not possible to give a 
converted to a house, tvberein Simon exercis- ctmplete description of these palaces ; and the 
ed his tyrannical authority. The third tower remembrance of them is a torment to one, 
was Mariamnc, for that was his queen’s os putting one in mind what vastly tich build- 
name; it was solid as high as twenty cubits; ings that fire which was kindled by the rob- 
Its breadth and its length were twenty cubits, bers hath consumed ; for these were not burnt 
and were equal to each other ; its upper by the Romans, but by these internal plotters, 
buildings were more magnificent, and had as we have already related, in the beginning 
greater variety than the other towers bad; of their rebelHoo. That fire began at the 
for the king thought it most proper for him tower of Antonia, and went on to the palaces, 
to adorn that which was denominated from hU and consumed the upper parts of the three 
wife, better than those denominated from towers themselves, 
men, as those were built stronger than this 

that bore his wife’s name. The entire height — — 

of this tower was fifty cubits. 

4. Now as these towers were so very tall, CHAPTER V. 

they appeared much taller by tfiie place on 

which they stood ; for that very old wall A »RSi7RimON OF THE TEMPLE, 

wherein they were, was built on a high hill, 

and was itself a kind of elevation that was still' 5 Now this temple, as I have already said, 
thirty cubits taller ; over which were the towers was built upon a strong bill. At first the 
situated, and thereby were made much higher plain at the top was hardly sufficient for the 
10 appearance. The largeness also of the holy house and the altar, for the ground abou 
stones was wonderful, for they were not made it was very uneW^n, and like a precipice ; but 
of common small stones, nor of such large when king Solomon, who was the person that 
ones only as men could carry, but they were built the temple, had built a wall to it on its 
of white marble, cut out of the rock; each east side, there was then added one cloister 
stone was twenty cubits in length, and ten in founded on a bank cast up for it, and on the 
breadth, and five in depth. They were so ex- other parts the holy housu stopd naked ; but 
actly united to one another, that each tower in future ages the people added new batiks, f 
looked like one entire rock of stone, so grow- and the hill became a larger plain. They 
ing naturally, and afterwards cut by the hands then broke down the wall on the north side, 
of the artificers into their present shape and And took in as much os sufficed afterward for 
cturners ; so little or not at all, did tlieir the compass of the entire temple ; and when 
joints or connection appear. Now as these they had built walls on tlirec sides of the tern- 
towers were themselves on the north side of plc round about, from^ie bottom of the hill, 
the wall, the king had a palace inwardly there- and had performed a work tliat was greater 
to adjoined, which exceeds all ray ability to than could be hoped fur (in which work long 
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describe it ; for it was so very curious as to 


♦ These dove<ott*ts in Josephus, built by Herod the 


want no cost or skill in its construction, but Great, are, in the opinion »r Reland, the very same that 
w.. enurelywlled about to the height of 

thirty cubits, and was adorned with towers at suppose otherwise, since in both accounts they were ex- 
eqnal distances, and with large hed-chambers, pr^y tame pigeons which were kept in ffiem. 

.u a. I j • I. j r ® u j j .. + See the description ol the tcipples hereto belong* 

that would conUin beds for a hundred guesU im, ch. xv. But note, that what Josephus here say* 
ai’piec^, in which the variety of the stones is of the original scratiness^ this Mount Mwah, gjat U 

u j i* I r was quite too little for the temple, aud that at first It 

not to be expressed ; for a large quantity of held only one cloister, or court of Solomon’s building, 

those that were rare of that kird was collected and that the foundations wore forced to be added long 
W*«her. Their rooft wer. .!» wonderful, 

both for the length of the beams and the splen- the Scriptures, and not at all confirmed by his exactei 
dour of tbeir ornnnienu. The number of the *hCT“tto^rt ^ ™”S 

nppms was also very, great, and the variety of afterward to be encohitiaiBed with cloisters, the south 
ciha fitflirea that were about them wstm nrndi foundation for these olobters was found not to ^ 

ngurcs tnat were about tiiem was prodi- we or fimi enough, and waamised, and tlwt^ditio^ 

; Ibeir furniture was complete, and the ai touadatloti suppl'd by gr^ pillars and arches un- 
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ages were spent by tfiem, as nell as all their 
sdcred treasures were exiiausted, which were 
still replenished by those tributes which were 
sent to God from the whole habitable earth), 
they then encompassed their upper courts with 
cloisters, as well as they [afterward] did the 
lowest [court of the] temple. The lowest 
part of this w as erected to the height of three 
hundred cubits, and in some places more ; yet 
did not the entire depth of the foundations 
appear, for they brought earth, and filled up 
the valleys, as being desirous to make them 
on a level with the narrow streets of the city ; 
w'lierein they made use of stones of forty cu- 
bits in magnitude ; for the great plenty of 
money they then had, and the liberality of 
the people, made this attempt of theirs to 
succeed to an incredible degree ; and what 
could not he so much as hoped for as ever to 
he acconiplislied, was, by perseverance and 
length of time, hrouglit to perfection. 

2. Now’, for the works that were above 
these foundations, these w'ere not un w'orthy 
of such foundations; for all the cloisters were 
double, and the pilla-rs to them belonging were 
twenty-five cubits in height, and supported 
the cloisters. These pillars were of one en- 
tire stone each of them, and that stone was 
white marble ; and the roofs were adorned 
with cedar, curiously graven. The njitural 
nugnificence, and excellent polish, and the 
harn’ony of the joints in these cloisters, af- 
(orded a prospect that was very remarkable ; 
nor was it on the outside adorned with any 
work of the painter or engraver. The clois- 
ters [of the outmost c<ntrt] were in breadth 
thirty cubits, wliile the entire compass of it 
was, by measure, six furlongs, including the 
tower o^ Antonia ; those entire courts that 
were exposed to the air were laid with stones 
of all sorts. When you go tlirough these 
[first j cloisters, unto the second [court of the] 
temple, there was a partition made of stone 
all round, whose height was three cubits; its 
construction was very elegant ; upon it stood 
pillars, at equal distances from one another, 
declaring the hrw of purity, 'iome in Greek, 
and some in Homan letters, tliat “ no fo- 
leigner sloiild go within that sanctuary;*’ 
for that second [court of the] leinple was 
called ** the Sanctuary,” and w-as ascended to 
by fourteen steps from the first court. This 
court was four-square, and had a w’oll about 
it peculiar to itstuf; the height of its buildings, 
although it was on the outside forty cubits,* 

• What Josephus s(?em.s liei e to mean is this : — That 
these pillars, supporting the elnisu-rs ii’ the seemid cciirt, 
had their fuumhitions or lowest parts iis»ieep as the fUnu 
of the first or lowest court ; but that so far of those low- 
est parts as were equal to tl\e eli \anoiiof the upper 
floor above the lowest, were, and must he, hidden on 
the inside by the ground or rock itself, on which that 
upper court was built: so that forty cubits visible lKd«>w, 
were reduced to twenty-li\e visible aliove, .uid implies 
the difference of tlieir hei>>hts to lx> tifiecu cubits. l be 
*”®^'*\difBeulty lies lieie, li -w fourteen or fifteen steps 
should give an ascent of flftcc^n cubits, half cubit 
scennng sufficient for a single step, i’ossiblj there were 
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was hidden by the steps, and on tho inside 
that height was but twenty-five cubits ; for it 
being built ovcr-againsl a higher part of the 
hill with steps, it was no farther to be entire- 
ly discerned within, being covered by the hill 
itself. Beyond these fourteen steps there was 
the distance of ten cubits: this was all plain, 
whence there were other steps, each of five 
cubits a-picce, Unit led to the gates, which 
gates on tlie north and south sides were eight, 
on each of those sides four, and of necessity 
two on the east ; for since there was a parti- 
tion built for the women on that side, as the 
proper place wherein they were to worship, 
there was a necessity of a second gate for 
them : this gate was cut out of its wall, over- 
against the first gate. There was also on the 
other sides one southern and one northern 
gate, through which was a passage into the 
court of the women ; for as to the other gates, 
the women were not allowed to pass through 
them ; nor when they went through their own 
gate could they go beyond their own wall. 
This place was allotted to the women of our 
own country, and of other countries, provid- 
ed they were of tho same nation, and that 
equally ; the western part of this court had 
no gate at all, but tho wall was built entire 
on that side ; hut then the cloisters which 
were betwixt the gates, cxtenrled from the 
wall inward, before the chambers ; for they 
were supported by very line and large pillars. 
These cloisters were single, and, excepting 
their magnitude, were no way inferior to those 
of the lower court 

3, Now nine of these gates were on every 
side covered over with gold and silver, as were 
the jambs of their doors and their lintels; 
but there was one gate that was without [the 
inward court of] the holy hoirse, which was 
of Corinthian brass, and greatly excelled those 
that were only covered over with silver and 
gold. Each gate had tv/o doors, whose height 
was severally thirty cubits, and their breadth 
fifteen. However, they had large spaces with 
in of thirty ^obits, and had on each side 
rooms, and those, both in breadth and in 
length, built like towers, and their height was 
above forty cubits. Two pillars did also sup- 
port these rooms, and w'ere in circumferencr 
tw'clve cubits. Now the magnitudes of the 
other gates were equal one to another; but 
that over the Corinthian gate, whicli opened 
on the east over-against the gate of the holy 
house itself, w.as much larger ; for its height 
was fifty cubits ; and its doors were forty cu- 
bits ; and it was adorned after a most costly 
manner, as having much richer and thicker 
plates of silver and gold upon them than the 
other. Tbvse nine gates had that silver and 
gold poured upon tliem by Alexander, the 

fourteen or fifteen steps at the parlition-wall. and four- 
teen or fifteen more thence into the wnnt itself, whidi 
would biing tlte whole near to the just proportion. See 
seer .•>, infra* But 1 detcnnine nothing. 
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father of Ttberiiif. Now there were fifteen 
steps, which led away from the wall of the 
court of the women to this greater gate; 
whereas those that led thither from the other 
gates w'cre five steps shorter. 

4. As to the holy house itself, which w'as 
placed in the tnidst [of the inmost court], 
that most sacred part of the temple, it was 
ascended to hy tw^elve steps; and in front its 
height and its breadth were equal, and each a 
hundred c»d)its, though it was behind forty 
cubits narrower ; for on its front it had what 
may be styled shoulders on each side, that 
passed twenty cubits farther. Its first gate 
was seventy cubits high, and twenty-five cu- 
bits broad ; but this gate had no doors ; for it 
representetl tile universal visibility of heaven, 
and that it cannot be excluded from any place. 
Its front was covered with gold all over, and 
through it the first part of the house, that was 
more inward did all of it appear ; which, as it 
was very large, so did all the parts about the 
more inward gate a])])ear to shine to those that 
saw them; hut then, as the entire house was 
divided into two parts within, it w'as only the 
first part of it that was open to our view'. Its 
height extended all along to ninety cubits in 
height, and its length was fifty cubits, and 
its breadth twenty ; but that gate w'hich w-as 
at this end of the first part of the house w'as, 
as we have already observed, all over covered 
w'lth gold, as was its whole wall about it: it 
had also golden vines above it, from which 
clusters of grapes hung as tall as a man's 
height ; but then this house, as it was divided 
»wfo two parts, the inner part was lower tlian 
the appearance of the outer, and had golden 
doors of fifty. five cubits altitude, and sixteen 
in breadth ; but before these doors there was 
a veil of equal largeness with the doors. It 
was a Babylonian curtain, embroidered with 
blue, and tine linen, and scarlet, and purple, 
and of a contexture that was truly womierful. 
Nor was this mixture of colours without its 
mystical interjirelalion, but was a kind of 
image of the universe; for bytlie scarlet there 
seemed to be enigmalically signified lire, by the 
fine flax tJie earth, by the blue the air, and by 
the purple the sea ; two of them having their 
colours the foundation of this resemblance ; 
but the fine llax and the purple have their own 
origin for that foundation, the earth producing 
the one, and the sea the other. This cur- 
tain had also embroidered upon it all that was 
mystical in the heavens, excepting that of the 
[twelve] signs, representing living creatures. 

5. When any person entered into the tem- 
ple, its floor received them. 'Hi is part of the 
temple therefore was in height sixty cubits, 
and its length the same ; whereas its breadth 
was but twenty cubits : but still that sixty 
cubits in length was divided again, and the 
first part of it cut ofl at forty cubits, and bad 
in it three things that were very wonderful 
and famous among all mankind ; the candle- 


stick, the table [of sbuw-brcad,] and the altar 
of incense. Now, the seven lamps signified 
the seven planets ; for so many there w'ere 
springing out of the candlestick. Now, the 
tw'clve loaves that were upon the table signi- 
fied the circle of the zodiac and the year; but 
the altar of incense, by its thirteen kinds of 
sweet-smelling spices with which the sea re- 
pleniKhed it, signified that God is the possessor 
of all things that are both in the iininliabitablu 
and habitable parts of the earth, aiirl that they 
are all to be dedicated to bis use. But the 
inmost part of the temple of all w as of tw enty 
cubits. This was also separated from the 
outer part by a veil. In this there was no. 
thing at all. It was inaccessible and invh). 
lable, and not to be seen by any ; and was 
called the Holy of Holies. Now, about the 
shies of the low er part of the temple there were 
little houses, with passages out of one into 
another; tliere were a great many of them, 
and they were of three stories liigh ; there 
were also entrances on each side into them 
from the g.ite of the temple. But the supe- 
rior part of the temple had no such litilt 
houses any farther, because the tem}>Ie was 
there narrower, and forty cubits higher, aiui oi 
a smaller body than the lower parts of it. 
Thus we collect that the whole height, in- 
cluding the sixty cubits from the floor, 
amounted to a hundred cubits. 

6. Now' the outward face of the temple in 
its front wanted nothing that was likely to 
rpi ‘itlu ids r tin 

ereii all over with plates of gold of 
great weight, and, at the first rising of the sun, 
reflected back a very fiery splendour, and 
made those who forced themselves to looL 
upon it to turn their eyes away, just as they 
would have done at the sun’s own rays. IJnt 
this temple ajipeared to strangers, when tliev 
were at a ilistaiice, like a mountain co\( ied 
wilh snow ; for, as to those parts uf it dint 
were not gill, they w ere exceeding white. On 
its top it had spikes with sharp points, to pre- 
vent any {xdiutiun of it hy birds silting upon 
it. Of its stones, some of them were forty- 
fiv(‘eul)its in length, five in height, and six in 
hreadlli. Belbre this temple stood the altar, 
fifteen cubits high, and etjual both in lenglii 
and breadth ; each of which dimensions was 
fifty cubits. 'J'he figure it was built in was 
a square, and it liatl corners like horns; and 
the passage up to it was by a« insensible nc- 
clivity. It was funned without any iron tool, 
nor did any such iron tool so niiicli as 
touch it at any time. There was a wall ot 
partition, about a cubit in height, made of 
fine stones, and so as to be grateful to tlic 
sight ; this encompassed the holy house ami 
the altar, and kept the people that were on 
the outeide ofF from the priests. Moreover 
those that bad tlie gonorrlioja and the lejiros)' 
were excluded out of the city entirely ; 
men also, when their courses were upon them. 
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were shut out of the temple ; nor when they 
were free from that impurity, were they al- 
lowed to go beyond the limit before-mention- 
ed ; men also, that were not thoroughly pure, 
were prohibited to come into the inner [court 
of the] temple ; nay, the priests themselves 
that were not pure, were prohibited to come 
into it also. 

7. Now all those of the stock of the priests 
tliat could not minister by reason of some de- 
fect in their bodies, came within the partition 
together with those that had no such imperfec- 
tion, and had their share with them by reason 
of their stock, but still made use of none ex- 
cept their own private garments; for nobody 
but he that ofKciu.ted had on his sacre<i gar- 
ments; but then these priests that were with- 
out any blemish upon them, went up to the 
altar clothed in fine linen. They abstained 
chiefly from wine, out of tliis fear, lest other- 
wise tliey should transgress some rules of their 
ministration. The high-pricst did also go 
lip vritli them ; not always indeed, but on 
the seventh days and new moons, and if 
any festivals belonging to our nation, which 
wc celebrate every year, happened. W’hen 
ne ofliciated, he had on a pair of breeches that 
reached beneath his privy parts to his thighs, 
and had on an inner garment of linen, togeth- 
er with a blue garment, round, without seam, 
with fringe-work, and reaching to the feet, 
riiere were also golden bells that hung upon 
the fringes, and pomegranates intermixed a- 
mong them, 'I'lie bells signifled tliumier, 
and the pomegranates lightning, liut that 
girdle that lied the garment to the breast, 
wav embroidered with five row's of various co- 
lours of gold, and purple, and scarlet, as also 
of fine linen and blue ; with which colours, 
wetol(l>ou before, the veils of the temple were 
; roidered also. J'he like embroidery was 
upon the ephod ; but the quantity of .^old 
therein was greater. Its figure was that of a 
stomacher for the breast. There were upon it 
two golden buttons like small shields, whicl 
buttoned the epliod to the garment : in these 
buttons enclosed two very large and 

very excellent sardonyxes, having the names 
of the tribes of that nation engraved upon 
-hem : on the other part were hung twelve 
Stones, tliree in a row one way, and four 
in the other ; a sardius, a topaz, and 
emerald ; a carbuncle, a jasper, and a sap- 
phire ; an agahL, an amethyst, and a figure ; 
an onyx, a beryl, and a chrysolite ; upon 
every ono of which again engraved one 
of the forementioiK'd n inies of the tribes. A 
mitre also of fine lin n encompassed his 
head, which was tied by a bine riband, about 
which there was another golden crown, in 
which was engraven the sacred name [of God]; 
it consists of foiir vowels. However, the 
high-priest did not wear these garments at 
other times, but a more plain habit ; he only 
did it when he w ent into ti w most sacred part 


of the temple, wdiich he did but once a-year, 
on tliat day when our custom is for all of us 
to keep a fast to God. And thus much con- 
cerning the city and the temple ; but for the 
customs and laws hereto relating, we shall 
speak more accurately another time; fc. 
there remain a great many things thereto re- 
lating, which have not been here touched up- 
on. 

8. Now, as to the tower of Antonia, it was 
situated at the corner of two cloisters of the 
court of the temple ; of that on the west, and 
that on the north ; it was erected upon a rock 
of fifty cubits in height, and was on a great 
precipice ; it was the work of king Herod, 
wherein he demonstrated his natural magna- 
nimity. In the first place, the rock itself w'as 
covered over with smoolli pieces of stone, from 
its foundation, both fur ornament, and that 
any one who would either try to get up or to 
^o down it, might not be able to bold his feet 
i upon it. Next to this, 'and before you come 
I to the edifice of the tower itself, there was a 
I w'all three cubits high ; but within that w'all 
ill the space of the tower of Antonia itself 
was built upon, to the height of forty cubits. 
The inward parts bad the largeness and form 
of a palace, it being parted into all kinds of 
rooms ami other conveniences, such as courts, 
and places for bathing, and broad spaces for 
camps ; iusomueb that, by having all conve- 
liences that cities wanted, it might seem to 
3e composed of several cities, but by its mag • 
aificence, it seemed a palace ; ami as the en- 
tire strucuiro resembled that of a tower, it 
contained also four other di'stiuct towers at its 
four corners ; whereof the others were but 
fifty cubits high ; whereas that w'bich lay upon 
the south-east corner was seventy cubits high, 
that from thence the whole temple might be 
viewed; but on the corner where it joined to 
the two cloisters of the temple, it had passages 
dowm to them both, through which the guard 
(for there always lay in this tower a Roman 
legion) went several ways among the cloisters, 
with tlieir armv, on the Jewish festivals, in 
order to w'atch the people, th.'it they might not 
there attempt to make any innovations ; for 
the temple was a fortress that guarded the 
city, as was the tower of Antonia a guard to 
the temple ; and in that tower were the guards 
of those three. ♦ There was also a peculiar 
fortress belonging to the upper city, which was 
Herod’s palace; but for the hill iiezetha, it 
W'as divided from the tower of Antonia, as we 
have already told \ou; and as that hill on 
which the tow’er of .^ntonia stood, was the 
highest of these three, so did it adjoin to the 
new city, and was the only place tliat hinder- 
ed the sig'it of the temple on the north. And 
this shall suilice at present to have spoken 
about the city and the walls about it, because 

Tliese three guards that lay in the tower of Anto- 
nia must Iw those that guarded the city, the temple, 
and ttie tower of Antonia. 
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I have proposed to myself to make i 
accurate description of it elsewhere. 

CHAPTER VI. 

nONCERNING THE TYRANTS SIMON AND JOHN. 
HOW AT.SO, AS TITUS WAS GOING ROUND THE 
WALL OF THE CITY, NICANOR WAS WOUNDED 
BY A DART; WHICH ACCIDENT PROVOKED 
TITUS TO PRESS ON THE SIEGE. 

§ 1, Now the warlike men that were in the 
city, and the inultitiulc of the seditious that 
were with Siiiion, were ten tliousand, besides 
the Idumcans. Those ten thousand had tifry 
commanders, rtver whom this Simon was su - 
preme. The Idunieaus tliat paid him homage 
were five thousand, and had eiglit command- 
ers, among whom those of greatest fame were 
Jacob, the son of Sosas, and Simon, the son 
of Cathlas. John, who hutl seized upon the 
temple, had six thousand armed nun, under 
twenty commanders ; the zealots also that had 
come over to him, and left otf their opposition, 
were two thousand four hundred, and had the 
same commander that they had furnierly, 
Eleazar, fogetlier with Simon, llie son of Ari- 
nus. Now’, while tliesc factions fouglit one 
against another, the people were their prey on 
both sides, as we liave .>aid already; and that 
part of the people lio would not join wit! 
them ill their nick I jnaelices, weie piunder- 
ed by both factions. Simon lit ld the upper 
city, and the great wal far as Cedron, and 
,s much of the ohl wall as bent from Siloatn 
to the east, and wliicli went down to the pa- 
lace of Monobazus, who was king of 
Adiabeni, beyoiui Euphrates; lie also held 
that fountain, and tlie Acra, wliicli was no 
other than the lower city ; he also lield all that 
readied to the jialace of queen Helena, the 
mother of Monoba/iis; but .John held the 
temple, and the parts thereto adjoining, f<»r a 
great way, as also (Jirlil.i, and the valley call- 
ed “ the Valley of Cedron and when the 
paits that were interposed between their pos- 
sessions were burnt by them, they left a space 
wherein they might figJit with each other; for 
this internal sedition did not cease even when 
the Romans were encamped near their very 
walls. Eut although they had grown wiser 
at the first onset the Homans made uiroii 
them, this lasted but a while ; for they return- 
ed to their former madness, and separated one 
from another, and fought ittmt, and rlid every 
thing that the he^ieg(;rs could desire them to 
do; I’or they never sufi'ered any thing that 
was worse from toe Hom ans than they made , 
each other sufi'ei , nor was there any misery I 
endured l>y the city after these men’s actions 
that could be esteemed new. Hut it was most 
of all unhappy before it was overthrown, 
while thos^ that took it did it a greater kind- 


ness ; for I venture to affirm, that the sedition 
destroyed the city, and die Homnns destroyed 
the sedition, which it was a much harder thing 
to do than to destroy the w'alls ; so that we 
may justly ascribe our misfortunes to our own 
people, and the just vengeance taken on them 
to the Homans ; as to which matter let every 
one determine by the actions on both sides. 

2. Now, when affairs within the city were 
in this posture, Titus went round the city on 
the outside with some chosen horsemen, and 
looked about for a proper place where he 
might make an impression upon the walls; 
hut as ho was in doubt where he could pos. 
sibly make an attack on any side (for the 
place was no way accessible where the valleys 
were, and on ihe other side the first wall ap- 
pi arcd too strong to be shaken by the engines^, 
he thereupon thought it best to make his a*^- 
sault upon the moiuimcnt of John the high- 
priest; for there it was that the fust forlili- 
cation was lower, anil the second was not 
juitied to it, tlie builders neglecting to build 
the wall strong where the new ci-ly was not 
ueh iidi'jbil(.d ; here also was an easy pas- 
sage to the tl)ir«l wall, through which he 
thought to take the upper city, and, through 
the tower of Antonia, the temjde itself. Hut 
at this time, as ho was going roiiinl about the 
city, one of his friends, whose name w'as Ni- 
canor, was womuled with a ilart on his left 
shoulder, as he ajiproaclied, together with Jo- 
hns, too near the and attempted 

discourse to those that w .nc upon tlie wall, 
about terms of peace ; A he w as a person 
known by tl>eni. On ihi i account it was 
that Ctesar, as soon as he knew their velic- 
mence, that they would not bear e\en such 
as approached them to persuade tlier.i to what 
tended to their own preservation, was provok- 
ed to press Oil the siege. He talso at tlie 
same lime gave his soldiers leave to set the 
suburbs on tire, and ordered that they should 
hiing timber together, and raise bulks a- 
gainst the city ; and w hen he had parted his 
army into tliree parts, in order to set ahont 
those works, he placed those that shot darts 
and the archers in the midst of the hanks 
that were then raising; before whom he plac- 
ed those engines that threw javelins, and 
darts, and stones, that he might prevent tlie 
enemy from sallying out upon their woik^, 
and might himler those that wen* upon the 
wall from being able to obstruct them. S<> 
the trees were now- cut dowu immediately, 
and the suburbs left naked. Hut now while 
the timber was earrying to raise the hanks, 
and the whole arn stiy engaged in 

their works, the Jews were not, however, 
quiet ; and it happened that the people of 
.ieiusalem, who had been hitherto plundered 
and murdered, were now of good courage, 
and supposed they should have a breathing- 
lime, while the others were very busy in op- 
posing their enemies without the city, 
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that they sliould now be aven»;ed on those 
that had been the authors of their miseries, 
in case the Romans did but get the victory. 

;j. However, John staid behind, out of his 
fear of- Simon, even while his own men were 
earnest in making a sally upon their enemies 
witliout Yet did not Simon lie still, for lie 
lay near the place of the siege ; he brought 
Ids engines of war, and disposed of them at 
due distances upon the wall, both those 
which they took from Cestius formerly, and 
those which they got when they seized the gar- 
rison that lay in the tower of AntonifU But 
though t.'iey had these engines in their pos- 
session, they liad so little skill in using them, 
that they were in a great measure useless to 
them ; but a few there were who had been 
taught by deserters how to use them, which 
they did use, though after an awkward man- 
ner. So they cast stones and arrows at those 
that were making tl<e banks ; tliey also ran 
out upon tliein by companies, and fought 
with them. Now those that were at work 
covered themselves with hurdles spread over 
their banks, and their engines were opposed to 
them when they made their excursions. The 
engines, that all the legions had ready pre- 
pared for them, were admirably contrived ; 
but still more extraordinary ones belonged to 
the tenth legion ; those that threw darts and 
those that threw stones, were more forcible and 
larger than the rest, by which they not only 
repelled tlie excursions of the Jews, hut drove 
those aw'ay that were upon the walls also. 
Now, the stones that were cast were of the 
weight of a talent, and were carried two fur- 
longs and farther. The blow they gave was 
no way to I n sustained, not only by those that 
stood first in the way, hut by those (hat were 
beyond them for a great space. As for the 
Jew . they at first watched the coining of the 
stone, foi it was of a w-hile colour, and could 
therefore ’ ot only be perceived by the great 
noise it made, but could be seen also before 
it came by its bright iicss ; accortlingly the 
watchmen that sat upon the lowers gave them 
notice when ihe engine was let go, and the 
stone came fiom it, and cried out aloud, in 
their own country language, *• the SON 
COMETH so those lli.it were in its way 
stood off. and threw themselves down upon 

** Whiit sli MiUi be Hie meaning of this signal or wateh- 
word, when the . , hmen saw a stone coining from the 
enfiinc, “ tiik sorf eoMicxii,” or what mistake there is 
in tlie reading, I cannot tell. 'I'he M.S^. both Greek 
and I.atin, all agree in tln.s reading: and I c.aimot ap- 
prove of any groundless eor. eetural alU ration of the 
text from vt 6 e to lot, that not the .von or a stunt. Init 
that the arrow or aart eonictli ; as liath been made by 
Dr. lliidsoii, and not eoru’i'ictl by Havercamp. Had 
Josephus written even his first edition of these Inxiks of 
the war in pure Hebrew, or had llie .lews then usihI the 
Hire Hebrew at Jerusalem, the Hebrew word fi»r a win 

so like that for a stone, ten and ebtn, tJiat sueh acor- 
rc*ction might have hrm more easily adinitteil. But 
Josephus wrote hi.s former etlilioii for the use of tlie Jews 
beyond Euphrates, an<l .‘<1 in the Chahlee language, ns 
he did this Kceond edition in the Greek langiuige; and 
wr was the Chaldee word tor /ton. instead of the He- 
brew ben, and was n.s<‘d, not only in Chaldea, &c. but in 
Judea also, as the Ni w i esLament informs ns. Dio«l- 


the ground ; by which means, and by their 
thus guarding themselves, the stone fell down 
and did them no harm. But the Romans 
contrived how to prevent that by black the 
stone, who then could aim at them w ith suc- 
cess, when the stone w as not discerned before- 
hand, as it had been till then ; and so they 
destroyed many of them at one blow. Yet 
did not the Jews, under all this distress, p^ r- 
niit the Romans to raise their bank ipiiet ; 
but they shrewdly and boldly exerted tlum- 
selves, and repelled them both by night and 
by day. 

4. And now', upon the finishing the Roman 
works, the workmen measured the distance 
there was from the wall, and this by lead and 
a line, which they threw to it from their 
banks; for they could not measure it any 
otherwise, because the Jews would shoot at 
them, if they came f.o leeosure it themselves; 
and when they found that the engines could 
reach the wall, they brought them iliither. 
Then did Titus set his engines at proper dis- 
tances, so much nearer to the wall, that the 
Jews might not he able to npel them, and 
gave orders that they should go to work ; and 
when thereupon a jirodigious noise echoed 
round about from three places, and that on 
the sudden there was a great noise made by 
the citizens that were within the city, and tio 
less a terror fell upon the seditious themselves; 
w'hcreupon both sorts, seting the common 
danger they were in, contrived to make a like 
defence. So those of different factions cried 
out one to another, that they acted entirely as 
in concert with their enemies ; whereas they 
ought however, notwithstanding Giul did not 
grant them a lasting concord, in their present 
circumstances, to lay aside thi ir enmities one 
against another, and to unite together against 
the Romans. Accordingly, Simon gave those 
that came from the temple leave, ny procla- 
mation, to go upon the wall ; John also Idm- 
self, though he could not believe Simon was 
in earnest, gave them the same leave. So on 
both sides they laid aside their hatred and 
their peculiar quarrels, and formed them- 
selves into one body ; they then ran round 
the walls, and having a vast mimher of torches 
with tliem, they threw them at the machines, 

so lets us know, tliat the very Honi.'Uis at nome jiro- 
iiounewl the name of Simon the son of Gioras, liar Pj- 
rasUnlinr (iioras, as we learn from Xi phi I me, page 
217. Kolaiui takes notii-e, " that many will here look 
fora iiiysiery, as tliongh the niemiing wore, that the 
S.in of Go<l eanie now lo fnlie vengeanee on the sins of 
the Jewish nation;” wliich is iiuieed the truth of the 
faet, but h.ardly what the .lews ixmld now mean : un- 
less possibly by way of derision of Chnst’s threaten, 
ing so often that he would eome at the head of tlie Ko- 
111.111 army for their destruction. Hut even this inter- 
irct.ition h;"; but a very small degree* of proliabdity. If 
were to make an emendation by mere eonjeetu’re, 1 
would read instead of vUf, though the likeness 

lx* not so great .is in Ue ; lK*e.iuse that is the word used 
by Josephus just before, as luus been already noted on 
this very occasion, while lof, an arrow or dait, is only a 
ptK'tical word, and never ii.sed by JosepJius elsewhere, 
and is indeed no way suihihle to the occasion, this en- 
(niic not throwing arrows or darts, but great stones, at 
this time. 
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And sliot darts perpetually upon those that 
impelled those engines which battered the 
wall ; nay, the bolder sort leaped out by troops 
upon the hurdles that covered the machines, 
and pulled them to pieces, and fell upon tliose 
that belonged to them, and beat them, not so 
much by any skill they had, as principally by 
the boldness of their attacks. However, Ti- 
tus himself sent assistance to those that were 
the hardest set, and placed both horsemen and 
archers on the several sides of the engines, and 
thereby beat off those that brought the fire to 
them ; he also thereby repelled those that shot 
stones or darts from the towers, and then set 
the engines to work in good earnest; yet did 
not the wall yield to these blows, excepting 
where the battering-ram ol' the fifteenth le- 
gion moved the corner of a tower, while the 
wall itself continued unhurt ; for the wall 
was not presently in the same danger with 
the tower, which was extant fur .above it ; nor 
could the fall of that part of the tower easily 
break down any part of the wall itself toge- 
ther with it. 

5. And now the .Tews intermitted their sal- 
lies for a while ; but when they observed the 
Romans dispersed all abroad at their works, 
and in their several camps (for they thought 
the Jews had retired out of weariness ami 
fear) they all at once tnade a sally at the tower 
Hippicus, through an obsctire gate, and at the 
same time brought fire to burn (be works, and 
went boldly iiji to the Romans, and to their 
very fitrtifications themselves, where, at the 
cry they made, tfiose that were near them came 
presently to their .assistance, and those farther 
off came running after them : an<l here the 
boldness of the Jews was loo hard for the 
good order of the Homans ; and as they beat 
those whom they first fell upon, so they press- 
ed upon those that were now’ gotten together. 
So this fight about tlu^ machines was very hot, 
while the one side tried iiai<i to set them on 
fire, a»id thr other side to |)revent if ; on bolli 
sides there was a confused cry made, and many 
of those in the fore-front of the battle were 
slain. However, the Jews were now trohard 
foi the Romans, by the furious assaults they 
made like (iiadmen; and the fire caught Itohl 
of the works, and both all those works and 
the engines themselves, had been in danger 
of being burnt, had not many 4)f these select 
soldiers that came from Alexanrlria opposed 
themselves to pri?venl it, and had thi-y not 
behaved themselves with greater courage than 
they themselves supposed they could have 
done; for they outdid those in this fight that 
had greater reputation than themselves before. 
This was the state of things till Caesar look 
the stoutest of his horsemen and attacked the 
enemy, while he himself aler twelve of those 
that were in the fore- front of the Jew-s; w'hich 
death ol these men, wlien the rest of the mul- 
titude saw, they gave way, and he pursued 
tliem, and drove them ail into the city, and 


saved the w’orks from the fire. Now it ha|>- 
pened at this fight, that a certain Jew was 
taken alive, who, by Titus’s orders, was cm., 
eified before the wall, to see whether the rest 
of them would be affrighted, and abate of 
their obstinacy. But after the Jews were re- 
tired, John, who was commander of the Idu. 
means, and was talking to a certain soldier of 
his acquaintance before the w'all, was wound- 
ed by a dart shot at him by an Arabian, and 
died iinmediately, leaving the greatest lamen- 
tation to the Jews, and sorrow to the sedi- 
tious ; for he w.is a man of great eminence, 
both for his actions and his conduct also. 


CHAPTER VIT. 

HOW ONK OF THE TOWERS ERECTED RY TtlE 
ROMANS FEI.r. DOWN OF ITS OWN ACCORD ; 
AND HOW THE ROMAN’S, At TER GREAT 
SI.AUGHT'KR HAD BEEN MADE, GOT 1’0>SES. 
SION OF THE FIRST W Al.E, HOW ALSO TITIN 
MADE HIS ASSAUETS UPON THE SECOND 
WALL; AS ALSO, CONCERNING I.ONGIM S 
THE ROMAN, AND CASTOR THE JEW. 

§ 1. Kow’, on the next night, a most sur- 
prising disturbance fell upon the Homans; 
foi wfiereas 'Titus had given orders for lliu 
erection of three towers of fifty cubits high, 
that by setting men upon them at every bank', 
he might from thence drive those away wlm 
were upon the wail, it so happened that one 
ef these towers fell down about midnight ; 
ami as its fall m.ide u very great noise, tc:ir 
fell upon the army, and they, supposing tlhjJ 
the enemy was coming to attack them, ran 
all to their arms. Whereupon a disturhaine 
and a tumult arose among the legions, ainl as 
nobody could tell what had happened, liies 
wenton after a disconsolate manner; and see- 
ing no enemy appear, they were afr.iid one 
of another, ami evi-ry one demanded of hi 
neigh!)our the watch word with great earnest- 
ness, as though iJie Jews had invaded llair 
camp. And now they were like i)eoplc muler 
a panic fear, till Titus was informed of whai 
had happened, and gave orders that all sh.oiihl 
he acquainted with it ; and then, though with 
some dillictdty, they got clear of the distuih- 
aiioe they iiad been under. 

2. Now, fhe.se tow'ers werj^^ very tronhle- 
some to the .Jews, who otherwise opposed flf 
Homans very cour.ageously ; for they ** 
them out of their ligliter engines from those 
towers, as they did also by those that threw 
darts, and the archers, and those that slimg 
stones. For neither could the Jews reach tiio .c 
that were over them, by reason of their height ; 
and it was not practicable to take them, nor 
to overturn them, they w'ere so heavy, nor to 
set them on fire, l)ecause they were envoi id 
with plates of iron. Bo they retired out ol 
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the reach of the darts, and did no longer en- 
deavour to hinder tije impression of tlieir rams, 
which, by continually beating upon the wall, 
did gradually prevail againsl.it; so that the 
wall already gave way to the Nieo, for by that 
name did the Jews themselves call the great- 
est of their engines, because it conquered all 
things. And now, they were for a long while 
grown weary of fighting, and of keepijig 
guards, and were retired to lodge in the night- 
time at a distance from the wall. ft was on 
other accounts also thought hy them to be 
superfluous to guard the wall, there being, 
besides that, two other fortifications still re- 
maining, and they being slothful, and their 
counsels having been ill-concerted on al) oc- 
casions ; so a great many grew lazy and re- 
tired. Then the Romans mounted the breach, 
where Nico had made one, and all the Jews 
left the guarding that wall, and retreated to 
the second wall ; so those that had gotten over 
that wall opened the gates, and received all 
the army within it. And thus did the Romans 
get possession of this first w-all, on the lif- 
teenth day of the siege, which was tire seventh 
day of the month Artemisius [Jyarj, when 
they demolished a great part of it, as well as 
they did of tire northern parts of the city, 
which had been demolished alstr l>y Cestiiis 
formerly. 

"J. And now Titus pitclrcd his camp witliin 
4he city, at that place which was called “ the 
Camp of the Assyrians,” having seized upon 
all that lay as far as Cedron, but look care 
to be cut of the reach of the Jew’s* darts, 
lie then presently began his attacks, upon 
which the Jews divided themselves into seve- 
ral bodies, and courageously ilefended that 
wall ; while John and his faction did it from 
the tow'iT of Antonia, and from the northern 
ch' ter (d’ the temple, and fought the Uoiuans 
before tl ? monument of king Alexander; and 
Simon’s rrmy also took for their share the 
spot of ground that was near John’s monu- 
ment. and fortified it as far as to that gate 
where water was hronght in to the tower 
Hippicns. However, the Jews made violent 
sallies, and that fietpiently also, and in bo- 
dies together out of the gates, and there 
fought tlu* Homans ; and wdien they were 
pursued altogether to the wall, they were 
beaten in tlio.^e fights, as w'anting the skill of 
the Komanf lint when they fought them 
from the w’allS, they were too hard for them, 
the Romans being eiu juraged by their power, 
joined to their skill, were th« Jews by their 
boldness, which was tu.urislied hy the fear 
they were in, and that hai'iliiiess which is na- 
tural to our nation under calamities; they 
were also encouraged still by tlie hope of 
deliverance, as w’cie the Romans hy the liopes 
of subduing them in a little time. Nor tlid 
either side grow weary ; hut attacks and 
figlitings upon the wall, and perpetual sallies; 
out in bodies w ere practised all the day long;j 
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nor were there any sort of wailike engage- 
ments that were not then put in use. And 
the night itself had much ado to part them, 
when they began to figlit in the morning; 
j nay, the night itself was passed without sleep 
on htith sidtfs, ar.d was more uneasy than the 
day to them, while the one was afraid lest th.a 
wall .should he taken, and the other lest the 
Jews should make sallies upon their camps; 
both sides al.so lay in their armour during the 
night-time, and thereby were ready at the 
first appearance of light to go to the battle. 
Now, among the Jews the ambition was w-ho 
should undergo the first dangers, and thereby 
gratify their commanders. Above all, they 
had a great veneration and dread of Simon ; 
and to that degree was he rc^garded by every 
one of those that were iindi r him, that at his 
command they were very ready to kill them- 
selves with their own hands. What made the 
Romans so courageous, was their usual cus- 
tom of conquering and disuse of being de- 
feated, their constant w'ars, and perpetual 
warlike exercises, and the grandeur of their 
dominion; and what was now- their chief en- 
‘ couragement, — Titus, w ho was present cvery- 
, where with them all ; for it appeared a terri- 
i hie thing to grow weary w hile Caesar was 
! there, and fought bravely as well as they did, 
land was himself at once an eye-witness of 
such as behaved themselves valiantly, and he 

■ who was to reward them also. It was, be- 

I sides, esteemed an advantage at present to 
I have any one's valour known hy Ca-sar ; on 
I which account many of them appeared to 
' have more alacrity than strengtli to answer it. 
And now, as the Jews were about this time 
standing in array before the wall, and that in 
a strong bo<ly, and while both parlies were 
throwing their darts at each other, Longinus, 

I one of the equestrian order, leajied out of 

■ the army of the Romans, and leaped into the 
very midst of the army of the Jews; and as 

I they dispersed themselves upon this attack, 
I he slew two of their men of the greatest cou- 
'rage; one ol them he struck in his mouth, as 
he was coming to meet him; the other was 
j slain hy Inm with that very dai t t!:at he drew 
i out of the ho«iy of the other, with which he 
ran this man through liis side as he was rnn- 
. ning away from him; and when he had done 
this, he first of all ran out of the midst of his 
enemies to his ow n side. So this man signa- 
lized himself for his valour, and many there 
were who were ambitions of gaining the like 
reputation. And now the Jews were uncon- 
cerned at what they sufl'ertd themselves from 
the Romans, and were only solicitous about 
w hat mischief they could do them ; and death 
itself set ued a small matter to them, if at 
the same time they could but kill any one 
of their enemies. Rut Titus took care to se- 
cure his own soldiers from harm, as well as 
to have them overcome their enemies. He 
also said that inconsiderate violence was 
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madness ; and that this alone was the true 
courage that was joined with good conduct. 
He therefore commanded his men to take ^ 
rare, when they fought their enemies, that 
they receivwl no harm from them at tlic same 
time; and thereby show themselves to be 
truly valiant men. 

4. And now Titus brought one of his en- 
gines to the middle tower of the north part 
of the wall, in which a certain crafty Jew, 
whose name was (.\istor, lay in ambush, with 
ten others like himself, the rest being fled 
away by reason of the archers. These men 
lay still for a while, as in great fear, under 
their breast-plates ; but when the tower was 
shaken, they arose ; and Castor did then stretch 
out his hand, as a petitioner, and called for 
Caesar, and by his voice moved his compas- 
sion, and begged of him to have mercy upon 
them; and Titus, in the innocency of his 
heart, believing him to be in earnest, and hop- i 
ing that the Jews did now rc])ent, stopped 
the working of the battering-ram, and for- 
bade them to slKH)t at the petitioners, and 
bade Castor say what he had a mind to say to 
him. lie said that he would come down, if he 


j of bis who were zealous to go to him, 

/ still there was one JEneas, a deserter, 
'said he would go to him. Castor also calld 
to them, that somebody should come and re. 
ceive the money which he had with him ; this 
made iEiieas the more earnestly to run to him 
with his bosom open. I'licn did Castor take 
up a great stone, and threw it at him, wljicli 
missed him, because he guarded hiuiMclf a- 
gainst it; but still it wounded another soldier 
that was coining to him. When Ciesar un- 
derstood that this was a delusion, he perceiv- 
ed that mercy in war is a pernicious thing, 
because such cunning tricks have less place 
under the exercise of greater severity. So 
he causi tl the engine to work more strongly 
than before, on account of liis anger at the de- 
ceit put upon liim. Ihit Castor ami his com- 
nioiis set tlie tower on fire when it began 
give way, anti leaped through the flame into 
a liidtlcn vault that was under it; which made 
the Homans farther suppose that they were 
men of great courage, as having cast them- 
selves itito the tire. 


would give him his right hand for his securi- 
ty. To which Titus replied, that he was 
well pleased with such his agreeable conduct, 
and would be well pleased if all the Jews 
would be of his mind ; and that he was ready 
to give the like security to the city. Now- 
five of the ten dissembled with him, and pre- 
tended to beg for mercy ; while the rest 
cried out aloud, that they would never be 
slaves to the Homans, while it was in their 
power to die in a state of freedom. Now- 
while these men w-ere quarrelling for a long 
while, the attack was delayed ; Castor also 
iciit to Simon, and told him lliat they might 
talce some time for consultation about what 
was to be done, because he would elude the 
power of the Homans for a consitlerable time. 
And at the same time that he sent thus to 
him, he apjicared openly to exiiort those that 
were obstinate to accept of Titus’s hand for 
their security ; but they seemed very angry 
at it, and brandished tiieir naked sw-ords upon 
the breast-works, and struck themselves upon 
their breast, and fell down as if they had 
been slain. Hereujion Titus, and those with 
him, were amazed a>t the courage of the nicu ; 
and as they were not able to see exactly what 
was done, they admired at their great fortitude. 


CIIAl fEH VI 11. 

HOW THE ROMANS TOOK THE SECOND WAl.l 
TWICE, AND GOT At.L READY TOR TAKING 
THE Till UD WALL. 

^ 1. Now C.TJsar took this wall there on tlio 
fifth day after h, had taken the first ; and 
when the Jews liad fled from him, he entered 
into it with a thousand armed men, and those 
of his choice troops, and this at a place where 
w-erc the merchants of wool, the braziers, and 
the market for cloth, and w here the narrow 
►ireets led obliipiely to the w-all. ^Vhereforc•, 
if Titus had eillier demolished a larger partui' 
the wall immediately, or had come in, and ac- 
cording to the law of war, had laid waste wliai 
was left, his victory would not, 1 suppose, have 
been mixed with any lo.ss to himself; hut 
now-, out of the hope he had that he should 
make the Jews ashamed of their obstinacy, by 
not being willing, when he was able to alilict 
them more than he needed to do, he did not 
widen the breach of the wall in order to iiiaki 
a safer retreat upon occasion ; for he did not 
think they would lay snares I’or him that did 
, them such a kiiulness. When therefore lie 
came in, lie did not jiermit his soldiers to kill 


and pitied their calamity. During this inter- any of those they caught, nor to set fire lu 
val, a certain person shot a dart nt Castor, and their houses neither; nay, he gave leave m 
wounded him in his nose ; w’hereu[)(m he pre- the seditions, if they had a mind, to figl't 


.tcntly pulled out the dart, and shewed it to Ti- w itiiout any harm to the people, and jiromisci 
tus, and complaim*d that this was unfair treat- to restore the people’s elleets to them; lor he 
inent: so (.,’ajsar rir-proved him that shot the dart, w-as very desirous to preserve the city for his 
and sent Joseplms, who then stood by him, to own sake, and the temple for the sake ol the 
give his right haiul to Castor. Hut Joseph r« city. As to tlie people, he had them ol a 

said that he would not go to him, l/ecausc j long time ready to comply w ith his proposals ; 

these pretended petitioners meant nothing ^ but as to the fighting men, this humanity ol 
tiint wasg'Kjd ; he also restrained those friends I his seemed a murk of his w-eakiiess ; and they 
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imagined that he made these proposals because 
he was not able to take the rest of the city. 
They also threatened death to the people, if 
they should any one of them say a word about 
a surrender. They moreover cut tlie throats 
of such as talked of a peace, and then attack- 
ed those Romans that were come within tlic 
wall. Some of them tliey met in the nar- 
row streets, and some they fought against from 
their liouses, while they made a sudden sally 
out at the upper gates, and assaulted such 
Homans as were beyond the wall, till those 
that guarded the wall were so affrighted, that 
they leaped ilown from their towers, and re- 
tired to their several camps ; upon which a 
great noise was made by the Romans that 
were within, because tliey were encompassed 
round on every side by their enemies ; as also 
by them that were witliout, because they 
were in fear for th().^e that were left in tliecity. 
'J’hus did the Jews grow more numerous per- 
jietually, and had great advantages over the 
Romans, by their full knowledge of those 
narrow lanes ; and ilicy wounded a great 
many of them, ami fell upon them, and drove 
them out of the city. Now’ these Romans 
were at juv.^ent forced to make the best resis- 
tance lliey could ; for they were not able, in 
great numbers, to got out at the breach in the 
wall, it was so narrow. It is also probable 
diat all those that were gotten within had 
boon cut to pieces, if Titus had not sent them 
succours; for he ordered the archers to stand 
at the upper ends of these narrow' lanes, and 
lie stood himself where was the greatest mul- 
titude of his eiieniie.s, and with his darts he 
put a stop to them ; as with him did Domi- 
tius Sabin 'S also, a valiant man, and one 
that in this battle appeared so to be. Thus 
did (viesar continue to shoot dart.H at the Jews 
con .'iiiially, and to hinder them from coming 
upvui Iris mt'u, and this untill all his soldiers 
had retre’ted out of the city. 

' 2 . And thus were the Romans driven out, 
after they had po'.sessed thejnselves of the 
second waih Whereupon the tigliting men 
that were ii the city were lifted up in their 
minds, and were elevated upon this their gooil 
success, and began to think tliat the Romans 
would never venture to come into the city any 
more; and that, if they kept within it them- 
sedves, they shoirld not be any more comjuer- 
ed ; for iJoi’ had blinded their minds for 
the tiansgr essibns they had been guiity of, 
nor could tlicy see how’ much gi'oatcr forces 
the Romans had than those that were now 
expelled, no more than they could di.scern 
how’ a famine w'as ci'eejring upon them ; for 
liilherlo they had fed themselves out of the 
public miseries, and drank the blood of the 
'-’ity. But now poverty bad for a long time 
seized upon the better pan, and a great iiuiny 
had died already for want of necessaries; al- 
though the seditious indeed supposed the de- 
struction of the people to be an casemmit to 


themselves ; for they desired that none others 
might be preserved but such as were against 
a peace with the Romans, and were resolved 
to live in opposition to them, and they were 
pleased when the multitude of those of a con- 
trary opinion were consumed, as being then 
freed from a heavy burden : and this was their 
disposition of mind witJi regard to those that 
were within the city, while they covered them- 
selves with their armour, and prevented the 
Romans, when they were trying to get into 
the city again, and made a wall of their own 
bodies over-against that part of the wall that 
was cast down. Thus did they valiantly dc«- 
feiid themselves for three days ; but on the 
fourth day they could not support themselves 
against the vehement assaults of Titus, but 
were compelled by force to fly whither they 
had lied before ; so he quietly possessed him- 
self again of that wall, and demolished it en- 
tirely ; and when he had put a garrison into 
the towers that w ere ou the south parts of the 
city, he contrived how he might assault the 
tliird wall. 


CHAPTER IX. 

TlTl-’S, WllKNJ THK JEWS WERE NOT AT ALL 
MOI.LIUKD JJY HIS LEAVING OFF THE SIEGE 
FOR A WHILE, SET HIMSELF AGAIN TO FRO- 
SEOLTK Tin: SAME ; BUT SOON SENT JOSE- 
PHUS TO DISCOURSE WITH HIS OWN COUN- 
TRYMEN ABOUT PEACE. 

§ 1. A RESOi:uTiON was now taken by Titus 
to relax the siege for a little while, and to af- 
ford the seditious an intervr.l for considera- 
tion, and to see whether the demolishing of 
their second wall w ould not make them a lit- 
tle more compliant, or whether they were not 
somewhat afraid of a famine, because the 
I spoils they had gotten by rapine would not be 
: suthcieiit for them long ; so he matle use of 
this relaxation, in order to compass his own 
designs. Accordingly, as the usual appointed 
time when he must distribute subsistence-mo- 
ney to the soldiers was now come, lie gave 
orders that the commanders should put the 
army into batthi array, in the face of tlie ene- 
my, and then give every one of the soldiers 
their pay. 8o the soldiers, according to cus- 
tom, opened the cases wherein their arms be- 
fore lay covered, and mavclred with tiieii 
breast- pl.ites on ; as did the Irursemen le.id 
their horses in their tine ti’uppings. Then 
<iid the places that were before the city shine 
very splendidly for a great way ; nor was there 
any thing so graleful to Titus’s own men, or 
so terrible to the enemy as that sight; for the 
whole old wall and the north side of the tem- 
ple were full of spectators, and one might see 
the houses full of such as looked at them ; nor 
was therr* any part of the city which was not 
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covered over with their multitudes ; nay, a 
very great consternation seized upon the har- 
diest of the Jews themselves, when they saw 
all the army in the same place, together with 
the fineness of their arms, and the good or- 
der of their men; and I cannot but think 
that the seditious would have changed their 
minds at that sight, unless tlie crimes they 
had committed against the people had been 
so horrid, that they despaired of forgiveness 
from the Romans ; but as they believed death 
with torments must be their punishment, if 
they did not go on in the defence of the city, 
they thought it much better to die in war. 
Fate also prevailed so far over them, that the 
innocent were to perish with the guilty, and 
the city was to be destroyed with the seditions 
that were in it. 

2. Thus did the Homans spend four days 
in bringing this subsistence-money to the 
several legions ; but on tbe fifth day, when 
no signs of jieace appeared to come from the 
Jews, Titus divided his legions, and began to ! 
raise banks, both at tlie lower of Antonia and 
at John’s inonuinent. Now his designs were j 
to take the upper city at that monument, and 
the temple at the tower of Antonia ; for if 
the temple were not taken it would he dan- 
gerous to keep the city itself ; so at each 
these parts he raised him hanks, each legion 
raising one. As for those that wrought at 
John’s irionumeiit, the Idurneans, and those 
that were in arms with Simon, made sallies 
upon them, and put some stop to them ; while 
John’s party and the multitude of zealots with 
them did the like to those that were before 
the tower of Antonia. These Jews were now 


j>le, and not to be more obdurate in these cases 
than foreigners themselves ; for that the Ho- 
mans, who had no relation to those things, had 
a reverence for their sacred rites and places, 
althougli they belonged to their enemies, and 
had till now kept their hands off from meddl- 
ing with them; while such as were brought 
up under them, and, if they he preserved, 
will be the only people that will reap the bene 
fit of them, hurry on to have them destroyed, 
lliat certainly they have seen their strongest 
demolished, and that the wall still re- 
maining was weaker than those that w'ere al- 
ready taken. That tliey must know the Ho- 
man power was invincible, and that they had 
been used to serve them ; for, that in case it 
be allowed a right thing to fight for liberty, 
that ought to have been done at first ; but for 
them that have once fallen under the power of 
the Homans, and have now submitted to them 
for so many long years, to preteiul to shake oil 
that yoke afterward, was the work of sucli as 
li.id a mind to die miserably, not of such as were 
lovers of liberty. Resides, men may well 
enough grudge at the dishonour of owning ig- 
j noble masters over them, but ought not to do 
1 so to those who have all things under their com- 
mand : for what part of the world is there that 
hath escaped the Homans, unless it he such as 
are of no use, for violeJU heat or violent cc'ld ? 
And evident it is, that fortune is on all hands 
gone over to them ; and that (;od, when he 
l»ad gone round the nations with this domin- 
ion, is now settled in Italy. That, moreover, 
it is a strong and fixed law, even among hrnfc 
beasts, as well as among men, to yield to those 
that are too strong for them ; and to siilli r 


too bard for the Homans, not only in direct 
fighting, because they stood upon the bigher 
ground, but because they had now learned to 
use their own engines; for their continual use 
of them, one day after another, did by degrees 
improve their skill about them ; for of one 
sort of engines for darts they had three liuii- 
dred, and forty for stones ; by tlie means of 
which they made it more tedious for the Ho- 
mans to raise their hanks ; but then lilus, 
knowing that the city would be either saved 
or destroyed for himself, did not onlyj)roceed 
earnestly in the siege, hut did not omit to have 
the Jews exhorted to repentance; so lie mixed 
good counsel with his works for the siege ; 
and being sensible that exhortations are fre- 
quently more etlectual than arms, he persuad- 
ed them to surrender the city, now in a man- 
ner already taken, and thereby to save them- 
selves, and sent Josephus to si>eak to tiiem in 
their own language ; for he imagined they 
might yield to the persuasion of a countryman 
of tlicir own. 

3. So Josephus went roundabout tbe wall, 
and tried to find a place that was out of the 
reach of their darts, and yet w'ithin their liear- 


tliosc to have dominion who are too hard foi 
the rest in war ; for which reason it was (hat 
tliiir forefathers, wlio were lar superit)r to 
them both in their souls and bodies, and othi i 
advantages, did yet submit to the Homans; 
which they would not have suHered, had they 
not known that God was with them. As for 
themselves, what can tliey depend on in this 
their opposition, when the greatest part of 
their city is already taken ? and when those 
that are within it are under gici'c r miseries 
than if they were taken, although their walls 
be still standing ? For that the Homans 
are not unacquainted witli that famine which 
is in the city, whereby the people are alrea<ly 
consumed, and the fighting men will in a 
little time be so too ; for although the Ho- 
mans should leave ofiT the siege, and not 
fall upon the city with their swords in their 
hands, yet was there an insuperable war that 
beset them within, and was augmented every 
hour, unless they were able to wage w'ar with 
famine, and figl)t against if, or could alone 
conquer their natural aj>])etifes. He added 
this farther. How right a tiling it was to 
change their conduct before their calamities 


ing,andbe30ughtthem, in uiany words, tospare were become incurable, 
lliembelves,to sparetheircountry and theiriem- 1 to such advice as might 


and to have recourse 
preserve them, wbde 




oppoJ’tunity was offered them for so doing ; reckoned upon liim as upon his invincible sup- 
for that the Romans would not he mindful of porter, instead of his own army. Was not 
their past actions to their disadvantage, unless our queen setvt back, without any defilement, 

they persevered in their insolent behaviour to to her husband, the very next evening ? 

the end ; because they were naturally mild in while the king of Egypt fled away, adoring 
tlieir conquests, and preferred what was pro- this place which you have defiled liy shedding 
fitahle, before what their passions dictated to thereon the blood of your countrymen; and 
them ; which profit of theirs lay not in leaving he also trembled at those visions which he 
the city empty of inhabitants, nor the conn- saw in the night-season, and bestowed both 
try a desert ; on which account Ca?sardid now silver and gold on the Hebrews, as on a peo 
offer them his right hand for their security, pic beloved of God. Shall I say nothing 
Whereas, if he took the city by force, he shall I mention the reiinival of our father* 
would not Save any one of them, anrl this es- info Egypt, who, wlicn they were used tyran- 
pecially, if they rejected his offers in these nically, and were fallen under the power of 
their utmost distresses ; fo the walls that foreign kings for four hundred years toge- 
were already taken, could not but assure them * tlier, and might have defended themselves by 
that the third wall would (piickly be taken i war and by fighting, did yet do nothing but 
also ; and though their fortifications should ! commit themselves to God ? Who is there 


prove too strong for the Rutnans to break j 
through them, yet would the famine fight for | 
the Romans against them. 

4. While Josephus was making this ex- 
hortation to the Jews, many of them jested 
upon him from the wall, and many reproach- 
ed him ; nay, some threw their darts at him ; 
■jut when lie could not himself persuade them 
by such open good advice, he betook himself 
to the histories hedonging to their own nation; 
lid cried out aloud, “ O miserable creatures! 
Are you so unmindful of those that used to 
ssist you, that you will fight by your wea- 
pons and by your hands against the Romans ? 
AVheti did we ever coiujiier any other nation 
Dy such means? and when was it iliat God, 
who is the (’rcator of the Jewish people, did 
not avenge (hem when they had been injured ? 
Will not you turn again, and look hack, and 
consider v. hence it is that you figlit with such 
violence, ;nd how gr<*at a Supiiorter you have 
profanely aliused ? W’ill not you n call to | 
mind the prodigious things done for your 
tv 1 1 fathers and tliis holy place, and hov'" great 
tneuiies of yours were by him subdued un-- 
(h*r you ■ I even tremble myself in declaring 
the works of God before your ears, that are 
iinvvorthy to hear them : however, hearken 
to me, III It you may be informed how you 
fight, not only against the Ifomaiis but a- 
gainst t»od himself. In old times there was 


that does not know that Egypt was over-run 
with all sorts of wild beasts, and consumed 
by all sorts of distempers ? how their land 
did not bring forth its fruit ? how the Nile 
failed of water; Jiow the ten plag of E- 
gypt followed one upon another ? and how, 
by those means, our fathers were sent aw^ay, 
under a guard, without any bloodshed, and 
without running any dangers, because God 
conducted them as his peculiar servants? 
j Moreover, did not i*alcstine groan under the 
j ravage the Assyriansf made, when they ciu*. 
ried away our sacred ark ? as ilid their idoV 
Dagon, and as also did that entire nation of 
xl it away, bow they 
smitten w ith a loathsome ilistcmper in the se- 
I cret parts of their bodies, when their very 
bowels came down together with what they 
had eaten, till those hands that stole it away 
were obliged to bring it back again, and that 
with the sound of cymbals and timbrels, and 
other oblations, in order to appease the anger 
of God for their violation of his holy ark. 
It was God who then became our general, 
j and accomplished these great things for our 
I fathers, anti this l)ecanse they <lifl not meddle 
with war aiul fighting, hut committed it to 
him to judge about their affiirs, Wlien Sen- 
I nachc*ril), king of A-syrla, brought along w-ith 
him all Asia, anil encompassed this city 
round w'ith liis army, did he liill by the hands 


one Nccao, king of Egypt, who w’as also call- of men? were not tliose hands lifted up 


ed J^haiaoh : he came with a prodigious army to God in prayers, without meddling with 


ol‘ soldiers, and seized qncen Sarah, the mo- 
ther of our nation. What did Abraham our 
l>rogenitor then do ? Did he defend himself 
from this injurious person by war, allliough 
he had three hundred and eighteen captains j 
under liim, and an iiiimeiise army under each 1 
of them? Indeed, lie deemed them to he no 
number at all without God’s assistance, and I 
only spread out his liauds tow-ards this holy 
place,* which have polluted, ami 

* Josephus suppuM's, in this his aihiiirable speech to 
the Jews, that not Abuitiain only, but I'liaraoh king of 
^^k'Ypt, prayed towaids a temple at Jerusalem, or towards 
Jw isidein ils*df, in vhuli were Mount Sion and Mount 


Moriah, on which the tabernacle and temple did after 
wards stand; and this long liefore either the Jewish t;i- 
bcrnaele or temple were built ; nor is the famous com- 
mand given by (iod to Abruliam, to go twoortlirce 
flavs* journey, on puri) 0 >e to oiler up his son Isaac there, 
iiiifavourable to such ii 

f Note here, that J jscplms, in this his same admira- 
ble speeeh, calls the Syrians, nay, even the rhilistines, 
on the most south part of Syria, Assyrians ; which Ue- 
land observes as what was common among the ancient 
Note also, that Josephus might weilputUie 
Jews ii mind, as he iloes here more than onee, of theii 
wonderful and truly miraeuloiis deliverance from Seiv 
naeherib, king of Assyria, while the Jlomaii army, and 
himself with ihein, were now eneamiK'd upon and be- 
vond that very spot of ground where tlie AssyriiUi annv 
lay 78i> years b. tore, and which retained the very nam« 
of the Camp of the Assyrians to that very day. Sim 
chap, vii, sect. 3 ; and chap, xii, sect. 
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their arms, when an angel of God destroy- selves, although they had been guilty of such 
ed that prodigious army in one night ? olicnces with regard to our sanctuary and 
when the Assyrian king, as he rose next day, our laws, as you have ; and this while they 
found a hundred fourscore and live thousand | had much greater advantages to go to war 
dead bodies, and when he, with the remain- than you have. Do not we know wliat 
der of his army, fled away from the Hebrews, end Antigonus, the son of A ristohulus, came 
though they were unarmed, and did not pur* to, under whose reign God provided that 
BUe them ! You are also acquainted with the this city should be taken again upon account 
slavery we were under at Babylon, where the of the people’s oflences ? When Herod, the 
people were captives for seventy years; yet son of Antijiater, brought upon us Sosins, and 


were they not delivered into freedom again 
before God made Cyrus his gracious instru- 
ment in bringing it about; accordingly they 
were set free by iiim, and did again restore 
the worship of their Deliverer at his temple. 
And, to speak in general, we can produce no 
example wherein our fathers got any success 
by war, or failed of success, when w-ithout 
war they coimnittod themselves to God. When 
they staid at home* tJiey conquered, as pleased 
their Judge ; but when they went out to fight 
they were always dissappointed : for example, 
when the king of Babylon beseiged this very 
city, and our king Zedekiah fought against 
him, ct iitrary to what predictions were made 
to him by Jeremiah the prophet, he was at 
once taken prisoner, and saw the city and the 
temple demolislicd. Yet how much greater 
w'as the moderation of that king, than is that 
of your present governors, and that of the 
people then under him, tiian is that ol’you at 
this time! for when Jeremiah ciied out aloud, 
hov- very angry God wa» at them, because of 
llieu transgressions, and told them that they 
should he taken prisoners, unless they oulti 
surrender up their city, neither did tin king 
nor the people put him to death ; but for you 
(to pass over wliat you have done within the 
city, which I am not able to describe, as your 
wickedness dcbcrves) you abuse me, and 
throw darts at me, who only exhort you to 
save yourselves, as being provoked when you 
are put in mind ofyour sins, and cannot hear 
the very mention of those crimes which you 
every day perpetrate. For another example, 
when Aiitiocbus, who was called Epiphaties, 
lay before this city, and had been guilty of 
many indignities against God, and our fore- 
fathers met him in arms, they then were slain 
in the bailie, this city was plundered by our 
enemies, and our sanctuary made desolate for 
three years and six mouths. And what need 
1 bring any more extunples ! Indeed, what 
can it be that hath stirred up an army of the 
Romans against our nation ? Is it not the 
impiety of tlic inhabitants? Whence did our 
servitude commence ? Was it not derived 
from the seditions that were among our fore- j 
fathers, when the madness of Aristobuliis and { 
Hyreanus, and our mutual quarrels, brought' 
Foinpey upon tins city, and when God re- 
duced those under subjection to the Romans, 
who were unworthy of the liberty they had 
enjoyed ? After a siege, therefore, of three 
months, they w ere forced to surrender thein- 


SosiuK brought upon us the Roman army, 
they were tlieii encompassed and besieged for 
six months, till, as a punishment for their sins, 
they w'cre taken, and the city was plunderecl 
by the enemy. Thus it appears, that arms 
were never given to our nation ; hut that wo 
are always given up to be fouglit against, and 
to he taken ; for 1 suppose, that such as in- 
habit this holy place ought to commit tlic 
disposal of all things to God, and then only 
to disregard the assistance of men when iliey 
resign themselves up to their arbitrator, who 
is above. As for you, what have you done* of 
those things that are recommended by our le- 
gislator ! and what have you not done of 
those things that he hath condemned j How 
much more inqnous are you than those who 
were so quickly taken ! You have not avoided 
so much as those sins w hich are usually done 
in secret ; J mean thefts, and tieacherons 
against men, and adulteries. You are quar- 
relling about rapines and uKirders, and invent 
strange ways of wickedness. Nay, the tem- 
ple itself is become the receptacle of all, and 
this divine place is polluted by the bauds of 
those of our own country ; which place hath 
yet been reverenced by the Romans w l)en it was 
at a distance from them, when tliey liavc suf- 
fered many of their own customs to give 
place to our law-. And, after all this, do von 
expect Him whom you have so imj)iously 
abused to be your supporter ^ To be sure 
then you have a right to be petitioners, and 
to call upon Him to a-sist you, so pure are 
your hands! Did your king [llezekialij 
lift up such hands in prayer to God against 
jthe king of Assyria, when he destroyed that 
; great army in one night ? And do the llo- 
iiuans commit such wickedness did the king 
I of Assyria, that you may have reason to hope 
I for the like vengeance upon them ? Did not 
I that king accept of money from our king iip- 
lOii this condition, that he should not destroy 
the city, and yet, contrary to the oath he had 
j taken, he came down to burn tite temple? 

; while the Romans do demand no more than 
I that accustomed tribute which our fathers 
paid to their fathers; and if they may but 
once obtain that, they neither aim to destroy 
this city, nor to touch this sanctuary ; nay, 
they will grant you besides, that your poste- 
rity shall be free, and your possessions secured 
to you, and will preserve your holy laws in- 
violate to you. And it is plain madness to 
expect that God should appear as well <lis 
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posed towards the wicked as towards the I 
righteous, since he knows when it is proper j 
to punish men for their sins immediately , 
accordingly he brake the power of the Assy- 
rians the very first night that they pitched 
their camp. Wherefore, had he judged that 
our nation was worthy of freedom, or the 
Romans of punishment, he had immediately 
inflicted punishment upon those Romans, as 
ic did upon the Assyrians, wlien Ponipey be- 
gan to meddle witli our nation, or when after 
him Sosius came up against us, or when Ves- 
pasian laid waste Galilee, or, lastly, when 
Titus came first of all near to this city; al- 
though Magnus and Sosius did not only suf- 
fer notliing, but took the city by force ; as 
did Vespasian go from the war he made a- 
jrainst you to receive the empire ; and as for 
Titus, those springs that w'ere formerly al- 
most drie<l up when they were under your 
power,* since lie is come, run more plentiful- 
ly than they did before; accordingly, you 
know that Siloam, as well as all the other 
springs that were without the city, did so far 
(ail, that water was sold by distinct measures ; 
whereas they now' have such a great quantity 
of water for your enemies, as is sufficient not 
only for drink both for themselves and their 
cattle, but for watering their gardens also. 
The same wonderful sign you had also ex- 
perience of formerly, when the fore-mention- 
cd king of Babylon made war against us, 
,uid when he took the city and burnt the 
temple ; while yet I believe the Jews of that 
age were not so impious as you are. Where- 
fore I cannot but suppose that God is fled out 
of his sanctuary, and stands on the side of 
those again it whom you fight. Now, even a 
man, if he bo but a good man, will Hy from 
an iinpuve bouse, and will bate those that are 
in ir ; and do you persuade yourselves that 
Ciov* will abide with you in your iniquities, 
who sees all secret things, and hears what 
is kept nio‘:t private ! Now, what crime 
there, 1 pray you, that is so much as kept 
secret among you, or is concealed by you ! 
nay, nhat is there tliat is not open to your 
vciy euemie-. ! for you show your transgres- 
sions iftc r a pompous manner, and contend 
one with another which of you shall be more 
wicked than another ; and you make a pu- 
blic demonstration of your injustice, as if it 
were virtue ! However, there is a place left 
for your presc* 'Ution, if you be willing to 
accept of it; and God is easily reconciled to 
those that confess their faults, and repent of 
Uiem. O hard-hearted wretches as you are ! 

• This drying up of the Jerusalem fuuntain of Silo- 
lun, when the . lews wanted it, and its flowing abundant- 
ly when the enemies -if tlie Jews wanted it, and these 
jx)th in the days of Zedekiah and of Titus (and this 
its a certain event well known by the Juws at tliat 
time, as Josephus heri; tells them openly to their faces) 
reinarkable instances of a Divine Providence 
tor the punishment of tiu; Jewish nation, when they 
were grown very wicked, at both those times of tlic de- 

vtruction of Jerusalem 


cast away all your arms, and take pity of 
your country already going to ruin ; re- 
turn from your wicked ways, and have re- 
gard to the excellency of that city which you 
are going to betray, to that excellent temple 
with the donations of so many countries in 
it. Who could bear to be the first to set that 
temple on fire ! who could be willing that 
these things should be no more ! and what is 
there that can better deserve to be preserved ! 

0 insensible creatures, and more stupid than 
are the stones themselves ! And if you can- 
not look at these things with discerning eyes, 
yet, however, have pity upon your families, 
and set before every one of your eyes your 
children, and wives, and parents, who will be 
gradually consumed either by famine or by 
war. I am sensible that this danger will ex- 
tcMid to my mother, and wife, and to that fa- 
mily of mine who have been by no means ig- 
noble, and indeed to one that hath been very 
eminent in old time; and perhaps you may 
imagine that it is on their account only that 

1 give you this advice; if that be all, kill 
them; nay, take my own blood as a reward, 
if it may but procure your preservation ; for 
I am ready to die in case you will but return 
to a sound mind after my death.” 


CHAPTER X. 

HOW A GKKAT MANY OF THE PEOPI.E EAR- 
NESTLY ENDEAVOURED TO DESERT TO THK 
ROMANS; AS ALSO WHAT INTOLERABLE 
THINGS THOSE THAT STAID BEHIND SUE- 
FEIRED BY FAMINE, AND THE SAD CONSE- 
QUENCES THEREOF. 

§ 1. As Josephus was speaking thus with a 
loud voice, the seditious would neither yield 
to what he said, nor did they deem it safe for 
them to alter their conduct ; but as for the 
people, they had a great inclination to desert 
to the Romans ; accordingly, some of them 
sold what they had, and even the most pre- 
cious things that had been laid up as treasures 
by them, for .a very small matter, and swal- 
lowed down pieces of gold, tliat they miglit 
not be found out by the robbers ; and when 
they had escaped to the Romans, went to stool, 
and had wherewithal to provide plentifully 
for themselves ; for Titus let a great number 
of them go away into tlie country, whither 
they pleased ; and the main reasons why they 
were so ready to desert were these ; That now 
they should be freed from those miseries 
which they had endured in that city, and yet 
should not be in slavery to the Romans : 
however, John and Simon, with their factions, 
did more carefully watch these men’s going 
out than they did the coming in of the Ro- 
mans ; and, if any one did but ati'ord the least 
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shadow of suspicion of such an intention, his 
throat was cut immediately. 

2. But as for the richer sort, it proved all 
one to them whether they staid in the city or 
attempted to get out of it, for they were 
equally destroyed in both cases ; for every 
such person was put to death under this pre* 
tence, that they were going to desert,— but in 
reality that the rolihers might get what they 
had. 'J'he madness of the seditious did also 
increase together with their ianiitie, and both 
those miseries were every day inflamed more 
and more ; for there was no corn which any- 
where appeared publicly, but the robbers came 
running into, and searched men’s private 
bouses ; and then, if they found any, they 
tormented them, because they had denied they 
had any ; anti if they found none, they tor- 
mented them worse, because tliey supposed 
they had more carefully concealed it. 'i’he 
indication they made use of whetlu r they liad 
any or not, was taken from the bodies of these 
miserable wietches; which, if they were in 
good case, they supposed they were in no want 
at all of food ; but if they were wasted away, 
they walked olf v\ithout searching any far- 
ther: nor did they think it proper tu kill such 
as these, because they saw they would very 
soon die of themselves for want of food. 
Many there were indeed who sold what they 
had for one measure; it was of wheat, if they 
were of the richer sort ; but of barley, if they 
were poorer. When these had so done, they 
shut themselves up in the inmost rooms of 
their houses, and ate the coni tliey Iiad gotten; 
some did it without grimiing it, by reason of 
the extremity of the want they were in, and 
others bakeil bread of it, according as neces- 
sity and -fear dictated to them : a table was 
iiow'herc laid for a distinct meal, but they 
snatched the bread out of the lire, half-baked, 
and ate it very hastily. 

3. It was now a miserable case, and a 
sight lliat would justly bring tears into our 
eyes, bow men stood as to their food, while 
the more powerful had more than enough, 
and the weaker were lamenting [for want of 
it]. But the famine was too hard for all other 
passions, and it is destructive to nothing so 
much as to modesty ; for what was otherwise 
worthy of reverence was in this case despised; 
ioAOiTuicli that children juilled the very mor- 
sels that their fathers were eating out of their 
very mouths, and what was still more to be 
pitied, so did the mothers do as to their in- 
fants ; and when those that were most dear 
were perishing under their hands, they were ! 
not ashamed to take from them the very last 
drops that might preset vc their lives; and 
while they ate aftv r this maimer, yet were they 
not concealed in so doing ; but the seditious 
everywheie came upon them iminediateli^ and 
snatched away from them v/hat tliey had got- 
ten from others ; for when they saw any house 
vliut up, this was to them a signal that the 
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people w'itliin had gotten some food ; whe*re- 
upon they broke open the doors, and ran m, 
and took pieces of what they were eating, 
almost up out of their very throats, and this 
by force : the t)ld men, w'ho held their 
food fast, were beaten ; and if the women 
hid what they had within their hands, their 
hair was torn for so doing ; nor w'as there 
any commiseration shown either to the aged 
or to infants, but they lifted up children from 
the ground as they hung upon the morsels 
they bad gotten, and shook them down upon 
the floor ; but still were they more barbarous- 
ly cruel to those that had prevented their 
coming in, and had actually swallowed down 
what they w'ere going to seize upon, as if they 
had been unjustly defrauded of their right. 
They also invented terrible methods of tor. 
iiicnt to discover where any food was, and 
the}' were these ; to stop up the passages ot 
the privy parts of the miserable wretches, and 
to drive sharp stakes up their fundaments ! 
and a man was forced to bear what it is terri- 
ble even to hear, in order to make him con- 
fess that he had hut one loaf of bread, or that 
he might discover a handful of barley-meal 
that was concealed ; and this was done wher 
these tormentors were not tlieni.,elves hungry; 
for the thing had been Jess bai barons liad ne- 
cessity forced them to it; but this was done 
to keep their madness in exercise, and as inaL 
ing prej-.aration of provisions for themselves 
for the Ibllcjwiug days. 'I'hese men went al^o 
to meet those that had crept out of the city 
by night, as far as ilie lloiiian guards, to ga- 
ther some plants and lierhs that grew’ wild; 
and when those jieople thought they had got 
clear of the enemy, these snatched from tliein 
what they had brought with them, even while 
they had frequently entreated them, and th.ii 
by calling upon the tremendous name of (jli^d, 
t«> give them hack some part of what they had 
hroiighl ; though these would not give thi'in 
the least crumb; and they were to bewail 
contented that they were only spoiled, and 
not slain at the same lime. 

4. Those were the aiflietions which the 
low'cr son of people suffered from tlie-e ty- 
rants’ guards; but for the men that were in 
dignity, and wilhal were rich, they were car- 
ried before the tyrants themselves ; some of 
whom were falsely accused of laying treaclie- 
rous jilots, and so were destroyed ; others of 
them were charged with designs of hetrayiiig 
the city to the liomans : hut the readiest w ay 
of all was this, to suborn somebody to aflirm 
that they were resolved to desert m the ene- 
my ; and he who was utterly dc'-poiled of 
what he had by Simon, was sent back again 
to John, as of those who had been already 
piiintlerod by .)ohn, Simon got wliat remain- 
ed ; insomuch that they drank the blood of 
the populace to one another, ami divided the 
dead bodies of the poor creatures betv'cen 
them ; so that although, on account of then 
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ambition after dominion, they contended with ' 
each other, yet did they very well agree in 
their wicked practices; for he that did not 
communicate what he had got by the miseries 
of others to the other tyrant, seemed to be too 
little guilty, and in one respect only ; and he 
that did not partake of what was so cornmunu 
cated to him, grieved at this, as at the loss of 
what was a valuable thing, that he had no 
share in such barbarity. 

5. It is therefore impossible to go distinct- 
ly over every instance of these men’s iniquity. 

[ shall therefore speak my mind liere at once 
brielly : — Tliat neither did any other city ever 
sillier such miseries, nor did any age ever 
breed a generation more fruitful in wicked- 
ness than this was, from the beginning of the 
world. Finally, they brought the Ilehrcw 
luition into contempt, that they might them- 
selves a i>pear comparatively less impious with 
regard to strangers. They confessed what 
was true, that they were the slaves, the scum, 
and the spurious and abortive oflspring of our 
nation, while they overthrew the city them- 
selves, and forced the Romans, whether they 
would or no, to gain a melancholy reputation, 
l)y acting gloriously against them, and did 
almost draw that fire upon the temple, which 
tlu'v seemed to think came too slowly; and, 
iinleed, wlu n they saw that temple burning 
l''•^)!n the upper city, they were neither trou- 
Ijed at it, nor did they shed any tears on 
that account, while yet these passions were 
discovered among the Romans themselves ; 
which circiiinstanccs we shall speak of here- 
afte*- in their proper place, when \vc come to 
treat of such matters. 


CHAPTER xr. 

HOW Tltr. Ii:vvs WI^RE CUUCIFiED BEFORE THE 
WAI.LS Ol THE CITY. CONCEHNING ANTI- 
OCllUS EPIFIIANES ; AND HOW THE JEW: 
OV irnillEW THE HANKS THAT HAD BEE> 
UAISEU l.Y THE ROMANS. 

§ 1. So now J’ltus’s hanks were advance^ 
a great way, nolw'ithsianding his soldiers had 
been very much distressed from the wall. H 
then so:H. a party of horsemen, and ordere 
they should lay ambushes for those that wei 
Out into the > Ueys to gather food. Some < 
these were indeed fighting men, who were m 
Contented with what they got by rapine ; buv 
the greater part of them were poor people, 
who Were deterred from deserting by tiie con- 
cern they were under for their own relations: 
for they could not hope to escape away, to- 
gether with their wives and children, without 
the knowledge of the seditious ; nor could 
they think of leaving these relations to be 
slain by the robbers on their account; nay, 
tile severity of the fuinine made tliein bold in 


Ims going out ; so nothing remained but 
lat, when they w'ere concealed from the rob- 
•ers, they should be taken by the enemy ; and 
/hc*n they were going to be taken, they were 
orced to defend themselves, for fear of being 
•unisheil : as after they had fought, they 
liougiit it too late to make any supplications 
or mercy : so they were first whipped, and 
;hcn tormented with all sorts of tortures be - 
:bre they died, and vi-ere then crucified be- 
orc the wall of the city. This miserable 
ocedurc made Titus greatly to pity them, 
while they caught every day five hundred 
ws ; nay, some days they caught more ; yet 
lid it not appear to be safe for him to let those 
.hat were taken by force go their way ; and 
;o set a guard over so many, he saw would 
.)e to make such as guarded them useless to 
him. T’he main reason why he did not forbid 
.hat cruelty was this, that he hoped the Jew’s 
night perliaps yield at that sight, out of feaf 
cst they might themselves afterwards be liable 
;o the same cruel treatment. So the soldiers 
out of the wrath and hatred they bore tlie 
Jews, nailed those llu y caught, one after one 
way, aiul anotlier after anot her, to the crosses, 
by way of jest ; when their multitude was so 
rent, that room was wanting for the crosses, 
and cros.ses wanting for the bodies.* 

2. Rut so far were tlje seditiou.s from re- 
penting at this sad siglit, that, on the contrary 
they made the rest of the multitude believe 
otherwise; for they brought the relations of 
those that had deserted upon the wall, with 
such of the populace us were very eager to 
^o over upon the security ofiered them, and 
ihowed them what miseries those underweni 
who fled to the Romans; and told them that 
those who were caught were supplicants to 
them, and not such as wen- taken prisoners. 
This sight kept many of Ihose within the city 
who were so eager to desert, till the truth was 
known ; yet did some of them run away im- 
mediately as unto certain punishment, esteem- 
ing death from their enemies to he a quiet de- 
parture, if compared w ith that by famine. So 
Titus commanded that the hands of many of 
those that were caught should he cut off, that 
they might not be thought deserters, and 
might be credited on accoutit of the calamity 
they were under, and sent them in to John 
ami Simon, with this exhortation, that they 
would now at length leave otf [their madnessi, 
and not force him to destroy the city, where- 
by they would liave those advantages of re- 
pentance, even in their utmost distress, that 
they would preserve their own lives, and so 
fine a city of their own, and that temple w hich 
was their peculiar. He then went round a- 
bout the hanks that wore cast up, and hasten- 

* Roland very properly takes notice liere, howju.«fIy 
this judgment came upon the Jews, wficu ilit'\ wire 
crucitied in such multitudes together, that the Itomaus 
wanted room for the crosses, ami crosses tor tlie bodies 
of these Jews, since they had brought this jiulgmcut 
on Uieinselvcs hy the crucifixion of tlieir Messiah. 
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ed them, in order to show that his words 
should in no long time be followed by his deeds. 
In answer to which, the seditcus cast re- 
proaches upon Caesar himself, and upon his 
father also, and cried out with a loud voice, 
that they contemned death, and did well in 
preferring it before slavery ; that they would 
do all the mischief to the Romans they could 
tvhile they had breath in them ; and that for 
their own city, since they w'cre, as he said, to 
be destroyed, they had no concern about it, 
and that the wojld itself was a better temple to 
God than this. That yet this temple would 
be preserved by him that inhabited therein, 
whom they still had for their assistant in this 
war, atid did therefore laugh at all his threat- 
enings, which would come to nothing; because 
the conclusion of the whole depended upon 
God only. 'I'hese w'ords were mixed with 
reproaches, and with tlrem they made a mighty 
lamour. 

3. In the mean time Antiocluis Epiphanes 
came to the city, having with him a conside- 
rable number of other armed men, and a band 
called the ?Jacedonian Hand about him, all 
of the same age, tall, and just past their child- 
hood, armed, and instructed after the Mace- 
donian manner, whence it was that they took 
that name. Yet w'ore many of them unwor- 
thy of so famous a nation ; for it had so hap- 
pened, that the king of Commagene had flou- 
rished more than other kings that were un- 
der the power of the Romans, till a change 
happened in his condition ; and when he was 
become an old man, he declared plainly that 
we ought nr^t to call any man happy before 
he is dead. Hut this son of his, who was 
then come thither before bis father was de- 
caying, said that he could not but wonder 
what n)ade the Romans so tardy in making 
their attacks upon the wall. Now he was a 
warlike man, and naturally bold in exposing 
himself to dangers; he w'as also so stn)ng a 
man, that his boldness seldom failed of bav- 
ing success. Upon this, Titus smiled, and 
said he w'ould share the pains of an attack 
with him. However, Antiochus w'ent as he 
then was, and w'ith his Macedonians made a 
sudden assault upon the wail ; and, indeed, 
for hi-i ow n part, his strength and skill were 
so great, tlmt he guarded himself from the 
Jewish darts, and yet shot his darts at them, 
while yet the young men with him were al- 
most all sorely galled ; for they had so great 
a regard to the promises that I)ad been made 
of their courage, .tliat they would needs per- 
severe in their fighting, and at length many 
of them retired, but nut till they were wound- 
ed; and then they perceived that true Mace- 
donians, if they were to he conquerors, must 
have Alexander’s good fortune also. 

4. Now, as the Romans began to raise their 
banks on the twelfth day of the month Arte- 
inisius [Jyur], so had they mnch ado tottnish 
them by the twenty-ninth day of the same 


month, after they had laboured hard for se- 
venteen days continually ; for there were now 
four great banks raised, one of which was at 
the tower of Antonia ; this was raised by the 
fifth legion, over-agaiiist the middle of that 
pool which W'as called Struthius. Another 
was cast up by the twelfth legion, at the dis- 
tance of about twenty cubits from the other. 
Hut the labours of the tenth legion, which lay 
a great way olF these, w'cre on the north quar- 
ter, and at the pool called Atnygdalon ; as 
was that of the fifteenth legion about thirty 
cubits from it, and at the high priest's monu- 
ment. And now, when the engines were 
brought, John had from within undermined 
the space tliat was over-against the tower of 
Antonia, as far as the banks themselves, and 
had supported the ground over the mine with 
beams laid across one another whereby the 
Roman works stood upon an uncertain foun- 
dation. Then did he order such materials to 
be brought in as were daubed over wiili pitch 
and bitumen, and set them on fire ; and us 
the cross beams that supported the banks were 
burning, the ditch yiehleil on the sudden, 
and the banks were shaken down, and fell in- 
to the ditch with a prodigious noise. Now 
at the first there arose a very tliick smoke and 
<lust, as the fire was choked with the fall of 
the hank ; hut as the suffocated materials were 
now gradually consumed, a plain flame brake 
out ; on which sudden appearance of tlm 
flame a consternation fell upon the Romans, 
and the shrewtlness of the contrivance dis- 
couraged them; and indeed, this accident com- 
ing upon them at a time when they thought 
they had already gained their point, cool- 
ed their hopes for the time to come. They 
also thought it would bo to no purj)ose i<i 
take the pains to extinguish the fire, siiici', 
if it were extinguished, the banks were swal- 
lowed up already [and become useless] to 
them. 

5. Two days after this, Simon and his party 
made an attempt to destroy the other hanks; 
for the Hvunans had brought their engines to 
hear there, and began already to make llic 
wall shake. And here one Tephtheus, of 
Carsis, a city of Galilee, and Megassarus, 
one w ho was deriveil from some of queen Ma- 
riamne's servants, and with them one from 
Adiabene, lie w'as the son of Nabateus, and 
called by the name of Uhagiras, from the ill 
fortune he had, the word sigiti lying a lame 
man,” snatched some torches and ran sudden- 
ly upon the engines. Nor were there, dur- 
ing this war, any men that ever sallied out of 
the city who were their superiors, either in 
their own boldness, or in the terror tlicy struck 
into their enemies; fur they ran out uponllie 
Romans, not as if they were enemies, but 
friends, without fear or delay ; nor did they 
leave their enemies till they bad rushed vi(v 
lently through the midst of them, and set their 
machines on fire ; and though they had darts 
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thrown at them on every tide/ and were on 
every side assaulted, with their enemies* 

7 words, ye,t did they withdraw them* 
iclves otit of the dangers they were in, till the 
(ire had caught hold of the instruments ; but 
when the dame went up, the Romans came 
running from their camp to save their en- 
gines. Then did the Jews hinder their suc- 
cours from the wall, and fought with those 
that endeavoured to quench tlie fire, with- 
out any regard to the danger their bodies 
were in. So the- Romans pulled the engines 
out of the fire, while the hurdles that covered 
them were on fire ; but the Jews caught hold 
of the battering-rams through the flame it- 
self, and held them fast, although the iron 
upon them was become red hot ; and now the 
fire spread itself from the engines to the 
banks, and prevented those that came to de- 
fend them ; and this while the Romans 
vt'cre encompassed round about with the 
flame ; and, despairing of saving their works 
from it, they retired to their camp. Then 
did the Jews become still more and more in 
number by the coming of those that were 
within the city to their assistance ; and as they 
were very hold upon the good success they 
had had, their violent assaults were almost ir- 
resistible ; nay, they proceeded as far as the 
fortifications of the enemy’s camp, and fought 
•vith their guards. Now there stood a body 
of soldiers in array before that camp, which 
‘succeeded one another by turns in their ar- 
mour; and as to those, the law of the Ro- 
mans was terrible, that he who left his post 
flufre, let the occasion be wliatsoevcr it might, 
he was to die for it ; so that body of soldiers, 
preferring rather to die in fighting courage- 
ously, Uiun as a punishment for their cowar- 
dice, stood firm ; and at the necessity these 
num were in of standing to it, many of the 
Olliers that had run away, out of shame, 
turned b ick again ; and when they had sei 
fheir engines against the wall, they kept tin 
multitude from coming more of them out ol 
the city ; [which they could the more easily 
do] because they luui made no provision foi 
preserving or guarding their bodies at thi; 
time ; for ihc Jews fought now hand to hand 
with all that came in their wavj and, withou' 
any caution, fell against the points of thei: 
enemy’s spears, and attacked them bodie: 
against bodies ; for they were now too hard 
for the not so much by their olhe: 

warlike actions, as by these courageous as- 
saults they made noon them ; and the Ho 
mans gave way muit to their boldness than 
they did to the sense of the harm they had re 
ceived from them. 

6. And now Titus was come from th< 
tower of Antonia, wh ther he w'as gone t 
look out for a place for raising other banks 
and reproached the soldiers greatly for per- 
mitting their own walls to be in danger, wher 
tbevhad taken the walls of their enemies ani 


tustained the fortune of men besieged, while 
he Jews were allowed to sally out against 
bem, though tliey were already in a sort of 
rison. He then went round al>out the one- 
ny with some chosen troops, 'and fell upon 
heir flank himself; so the Jews, who had 
3een before assaulted in their faces, wheeled 
bout to Titus, and continued the fight. 
Tlie armies also were now mixed one among 
mother, and the dust that was raised so for 
lindered them from seeing one another, and 
he noise that was made so far hindered theno 
rom liearing one another, .that neither side 
:ould discern an enemy from a friend. How- 
ver, the Jews did not flinch, though not so 
much from their real strength, as from their 
lespair of deliverance. The Romans also 
would not yield, by reason of the regard tliey 
‘lad to glory, and to their reputation in war, 
nd because Caesar himself went into the dan- 
ger before them ; insomuch that I cannot but 
hink the Romans would in the conclusion 
liave now taken even the whole multitude of 
,he Jews, so very angry were they at them, 
lad tliese not prevented the upshot of the ^ 
lattle, and retired into the city. However, 
seeing the banks of the Romans were de- 
molished, these Romans were very much cast 
down upon the loss of what had cost them so 
long pains, and this in one hour’s time; and 
many indeed despaired of taking the city 
with their usual engines of war only. 


CHAPTER XII. 

TITUy THOUGHT FIT TO ENCOMPASS THE ClTt 
ROUND WITH A WALL ; AFTER WHICH THB 
FAMINE CONSUMED THE PEOPLE BY WHOLE 
HOUSES AND FAMILIES TOGETHER. 

1. And now did Titus consult w'ith his 
commanders what was to be done. Those 
that were of the warmest tempers, thought 
he should bring the whole army against the 
city and storm the wall ; for that hitherto no 
more than a part of their army had fought 
with the Jews ; but that in case the entire 
army was to come at once, they wouM not be 
able to sustain their attacks, but would be 
overwhelmed by their darts : but of those that 
were for a more cautious management, some 
were for raising their banks again ; and others 
advised to let the banks alpne, but to lie still 
before the city, to guard against the coming 
out of the Jews, and against their carrying pro- 
visions into the city, and so to leave the enemy 
to the famine, and this without direct fight- 
ing W'ith them ; for that despair w'as not to be 
conquered, especially as to those w'ho are de- 
sirous to die by the sword, while a more ter- 
rible misery than that is reserved for them. 
However, Titus did not think it hi for 
3 A 
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great an army to lie entirely idle, and that yet 
it was in vain to fight with those that would 
be destroyed one by another ; be also showed 
thein how impracticable it was to cast up any 
more banks, for want of materials, and to 
guard against the Jews* coming out, still more 
impracticable ; as also, that to encompass the 
whole city round with his army, was not very 
easy, by reason of its magnitude and the dif- 
ficulty of the situation ; and on other accounts 
dangerous, upon the sallies the Jews might 
make out of the city ; for although they might 
guard the known passages out of the place, 
yet Would tliey, when they found themselves 
under the greatest distress, contrive secret 
j)assages out, as being well acquainted with 
all such places ; and if any provisions were 
carried in by stealth, the siege would thereby 
be longer delayed. He also owned, that he 
was afraid that the length of time thus to be 
spent, would diminish the glory of his suc- 
cess; for though it be true, (hat length of 
time will perfect every thing, yet, that to do 
what we do in a little time, is still necessary 
to the gaining reputation : th<it therefore his 
opinion w'as, that if they aimed at quickness 
joined with security, they must build a wall 
round about the whole city ; which was, he 
thought, the only way to prevent the Jews 
from coming out any tvay, and that then they 
would either entirely despair of saving the 
city, and so would surrender it up to him, or 
.le still the more easily conquered when the 
famine had farther weakened them ; for that 
besides this wall, he would not lie entirely at 
rest afterward, but would fake care then to 
have banks raised again, w'hen those tliat 
would oppose them w ere become weaker : but 
that if any one should think such a work to 
be too great, and not to be finished without 
much difliculty, be ought to consider that it 
is not fit for Romans to undertake any small 
work, and that none but God himself could 
rvitb ease accomplisli any great thing whatso- 
ever. 

2. These arguments prevailed with the 
commanders. So Titus gave orders that the 
army should be distributed to their several 
shares of this work ; and indeed there now' 
came upon the soldiers a certain divine fury, 
so that they did not only part the whole wall 
that was to he built among them, nor did on- 
ly one legion strive with another, hut the les- 
ser divisions of the army did the same ; inso- 
much that each soldier wa^ ambitious to please 
his dccurion, each decuriou his centurion, 
each centurion his tribune, and the ambition 
of the tribunes w as to please their superior 
commanders, w'hile Cesar himself took notice 
of and rewarded the like contention in those 
commanders; for he went round about the 
works many times every day, and took a view 
of what was done. Titus began the wall from 
the Camp of the Assyrians, where his own 
camp was pitched, and drew it d^wn to the 


lower parts of Cenopulis ; tl*ence it went a* 
long the valley of Cedron to the Mount ot 
Olives ; it then bent towards the south, and 
encompassed the mountain as far as the rock 
called Peristereon, and that other hill which 
lies next it, and is over the valley which reaches 
to Siloam; whence it bended again to the w’est, 
and w'ent down to the valley of the Fountain, 
beyond which it went up again at the monu- 
ment of Ananus the high-priest, and encom- 
passing that mountain wlicre Pompey had fur. 
mcrly pitched liis camp, it returned back to 
the north side of the city, and was carried on 
as far as a certain village called The House 
of the Erebinthi ;** after which it encompass- 
ed Herod’s monument, and there, on the east, 
was joined to Titus’s owm camp, where it be- 
gan. Now the length of this wall was forty 
furlongs, one only abated. Now at this wall 
w ithout were erected thirteen places to keep 
garrisons in, the circumference of which, pm 
together, amounted to t«i furlongs ; the whole 
was completed in three days : so that what would 
naturally have required some months, was 
done in so short an interval as is incredible. 
When Titus had therefore encompassed the 
city with this wall, and put garrisons into pra. 
per places, he went round the wall, at the first 
w'atch of the night, and observed how the guard 
w'as kept ; tl)e second watch he allotted to 
Alexander ; the commanders of legions took 
the third w'atch. They also cast lots among 
themselves who should be upon the watch in 
the night-time, and w ho should go all night 
long round the spaces that were interposed 
between the garrisons. 

4, So all hope of escaping was now cut o/T 
from the Jews, together with their liberty of 
going out of the city. Then did the famine 
widen its progress, and devoured the jieople 
by whole houses and families ; the up])er 
rooms were full of women and children that 
were dying by famine ; and the lanes of the 
city w'cre full of the dead bodies of the aged ; 
the children also and the young men wander- 
ed about the market-places like shadows, ail 
swelled with the famine, and fell down dead 
w’hcrcsoever their misery seized them. As 
for burying them, tliosc that were sick them- 
selves were not able to do it; and those that 
were hearty and well, were deterred from do- 
ing it by the great multitude of those dead 
bodies, and by the uncertainly there w-as how 
soon they should die themselves ; for many 
died as they were burying others, and many 
went to their coffins before that fatal hour 
W'as come! Nor was there any lamentation 
made under these calamities, nor were heard 
any mournful complaints ; but the famine 
confounded all natural passions; for those 
who were just going to die, looked upon those 
that were gone to their rest before thern with 
dry eyes and open mouths. A deep silence 
also, and a kind of deadly night, had seized 
upon the city ; w'hile yet the robbers were 
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still more terrible than these miseries were 
themselves ; for they brake open those houses 
which were no other than graves of dead bo- 
dieS) and plundered them of what they had ; 
and carrying off the coverings of their bodies, 
went out laughing, and tried the points of 
their swords on their dead bodies; and, in 
order to prove what mettle they were made 
of, they thrust some of those through Umt 
still lay alive upon the ground ; but for those 
that entreated them to lend them their right 
hand, and their sword to dispatch them, they 
were too proud to grant their requests, and 
left them to be consumed by the famine. 
Now every one of these died with tlieir eyes 
fixed upon the temple, and left the seditious 
alive behind them. Now the seditious at 
first gave orders that tlie dead should be buri> 
ed out of the public treasury, as not enduring 
the stench of their dead bodies. But after- 
wards, when they could not do that, they had 
them cast down from the walls into the valleys 
beneath. 

4. However, wdien Titus, in going his 
rounds along those valleys, saw them full 
of dead bodies, and the thick putrefaction 
running about them, he gave a groan ; and, 
spreading out his bands to heaven, called 
God to witness that this was not his doing: 
and such was the sad case of the city itself. 
But the Romans were very joyful, since none 
of the seditious could now make sallies out 
of the city, because they were themselves dis- 
consolate; and the famine already touched 
them also. These Homans besides, had great 
plenty of corn and other necessaries out of 
Syria, and out of the neighbouring provinces; 
many of whom would stand near to the wall 
of th» city, and show the peo\)lc what great 
quantities of provisions tlicy had, and so make 
the enemy more sensible of their famine, by 
the great plenty, even to satiety, which they 
had themselves. However, when the sedi- 
tious still showed no inclination of yielding, 
Titus, out of his commiseration of the people 
that remained, and out of his earnest desire 
of rescuing what was still left out of these 
miseries, began to raise his hanks again, al- 
though materials for them were hard to be 
come at ; for all the trees that were about the 
city had been already cut down for the mak- 
ing of tlie former banks. Yet did the soldiers 
bring with them other materials from the dis- 
tance of ninety •furlongs, and thereby raised 
banks in four parts, much greater than the 
former, though this was done only at the 
tower of Antonia. So Caesar went his 
rounds through the legions, and hastened on 
the works, and showed the robbers iliat they 
were now in his hands. But these men, and 
these only, were incapable of repenting of 
the wickedness they had been guilty of; and 
separating their souls from their bodies, 
they used them both as if they belonged to 
other folks and not to themselves. For no 


gentle affection could touch their souls, noi 
could any pain affect their bodies, since they 
could still tear the dead bodies of the people 
as dogs do, and fill the prisons with those 
that were sick. 


CHAPTER XIII 

THE GREAT SLAUGHTERS AND SACRILEGE 
TrfAT WERE m JERUSALEM. 

§ 1. Accordingly Simon would not sufler 
Matthias, by whose means he got possession 
of the city, to go off without torment. This 
Matthias was the son of Boethus, and was 
one of the high-priests, one that had been 
very faithful to the people, and in great es- 
teem with them : he, when the multitude 
were distressed by the zealots among whom 
John was numbered, persuaded the people to 
admit this Simon to come in to assist them, 
while he had made no terms with him, nor 
expected any thing that was evil from him. 
But when Simon was come in, and had got- 
ten the city under his power, he esteemed 
him that had advised them to admit him as 
his enemy equally with the rest, as looking 
upon that advice as a piece of his simplicity 
only: so he had him then brought before 
him, and condemned to die for being on the 
side of the Romans, without giving him leave 
to make his defence. He condemned also 
his three sons to die with him : for as to the 
fourth, he prevented him, by running away 
to Titus before. And when he begged for 
this, that he might be slain before his sons, 
and that as a favour, on account that he had 
procured the gates of the city to be opened 
to him, he gave order that he should be slain 
the last of them all ; so he was not slain till 
he had seen his sons slain before his eyes, and 
that by being produced over-against the Ho- 
mans ; for such a charge had Simon given to 
Ananus, the son of Bamadus, who was the 
most barbarous of all his guards. lie also 
jested upon him, and told him that he might 
now see whether those to whom he intended 
to go over, would send him any succours or 
not; hut still he forbade their dead bodies 
should be buried. After the slaughter of 
these, a certain priest, Ananias, the son of 
Masainbuliis, a person of eminency, as also 
Aristcus, the scribe of the sanhedrim, and born 
at Emmaus, and with them fifteen men of 
figure among the people, were slain. They 
also kept Josephus’s father in prison, and 
made public proclamation, that no citizen 
whosoever should either speak to him him- 
self, or go into his company among others, 
for fear he should betray them. They also 
slew such as joined in lamenting these men, 
without any farther examination. 
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2. Now' M hen J udas, the son of Judas, who 
was one of Simon’s under officers, and a per- 
son intrusted b> him to keep one of the towers, 
saw this procedure of Simon, he called to- 
gether ten of those under him, that were most 
faithful to him (perhaps, this was done partly 
out of pity to those that had so barbarously 
been put to death ; but, principally, in order 
to provide for his own safety) and spoke thus 
to them “ How long shall \vc bear these 
iniseries ; or, what hopes have wc of deliver- 
ance by thus continuing faithful to such 
wicked w< etches ? Is not the fattfiine already 
come against us ? Are not the Itornans in a 
manner gotten within tlie city ? Is not Simon 
become unlaithful to his benefactors ? and, 
is there not reason to fear he will very soon 
bring us to the like punishment, while the 
security the Romans oiler us is sure ? Come 
on, let us surrender up this wall, and save 
ourselves and tlm city. Nor will Simon be 
very much hurt, if, now he despairs of delivci- 
jincc, he be brought to justice a little sooner 
than he thinks on.” Now these ten were 
prevailed ujion by those arguments; so he 
sent the rest of those that were under him, 
some one way and some another, that no dis- 
covery might be made of what they had re- 
solved upon. Accordingly lie called to the 
Romans from the tower, about the third hour ; 
but they, some of them out of pride, despised 
what he said, and others of them did not be- 
lieve him to be in earnest, though the greatest 
number <le!ayed the matter, as believing they 
should gel posst ssion of the city in a little 
cinie, without any hazard : but when Titus 
was just coming thither with his armed men, 
Simon was acquainted with the matter before 
he came, and jiresently tot)k the tower into bis 
own custody, before it was surrenderd, and 
seized upon these men, and put them to 
death in the sight of the Romans them- 
selves ; and when he had mangled their dead 
bodies, he threw them down before the w'all 
of the city. 

.‘3. In the mean time, Josephus, as he was 
going round the city, had his head wounded 
by a stone that w'as thrown at him ; upon 
which he fell down as giddy. Upon w'liicli 
fall of his the Jews made a sally, and ho had 
beck. hurried aw'ay into the city, if Caesar had 
not .sen» rr“*^ to protect him immediately; 
and, as these men were fighting, Josephus was 
taken up, thougii he heard little of what was 
done. So the seditious supposed they had 
now slain that man whom they were the most 
desirous of killing, and made thereupon a 
great noise, in way of rejoicing. This ac- 
cident was told in the city ; and the multi- 
tude that remained became very disconsolate 
at the news, as being persuaded that he was 
really dead, on wiiose account alone they could 
venture to desert to the lioinans ; but when 
Josephus’s mother heard in prison that her 
son was dead, she said to those that watched 
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about her. That she had always been of opin 
ion, since the siege of Jotapata, [that he would 
be slain], and she should never enjoy him 
alive any more. She also made great lamen- 
tation privately to the maid-servants that were 
about her, and said. That this was all the ad- 
vantage she had of bringing so extraordinary 
a person as this son into the world ; that she 
should not be able even to bury that son of 
hers, by whom she expected to have been 
buried herself. However, this false report did 
not put his mother to pain, nor alford merri- 
ment to the robbers long ; for Josephus soon 
recovered of his wound, and came out, and 
cried out aloud. That it would not he long vre 
they should he punished for this wound tho^ 
had given him. He also made a fresh exhor- 
tation to the people to come out, upon the 
security that would he given them. This 
sight of Josephus encouraged the people greau 
ly, and brought a great consternation upon 
the seditious. 

4. Hereupon some of the deserters, having 
no other way, leaped down from the wall 
mediately, while others of them went out of 
the city with stones, as if th'.'y would 
them; but thereupon, they fled away to the 
Romans ; — but here a worse fate accompanied 
these than what they had found within the 
city ; and they met with a quicker dispatch 
from the too great abundance they had among 
the Homans, than they coulci have done from 
the famine among the Jews; for when the} 
came first to the Romans, they w’cre pulfeil up 
by the famine, ami svvelled like men in a 
dropsy ; after which they all on tlie siulilen 
over-lilled those bodies that were before empt}-, 
and so hurst asunder, excepting such only as 
were skilful enough to restrain their appetili s, 
and, by degrees, took in tiieir food into hodics 
unaccustomed thereto. Yet did another jilaguc 
seize upon those that weie thus preserved ; fur 
there was found among the Syrian deserters 
a certain person who was caught gaihering 
pieces of gold out of the excrements of the 
Jews’ bellies ; for the deserters used to swal- 
low such pieces of gold, as we told you before, 
when they came out ; and for these did the 
seditious search them all ; for there was a 
great quantity of gold in the city, instmuich 
that as much w’as now sold [in the Roman 
camp] for tw'elve Attic [drams ', as was sold 
before for twenty-live ; hut when this con- 
trivance was discovered in ®no instance, the 
fame of it filled their several camps, that the 
deserters came to them full of gold. So the 
multitude of the Arabians, with the Syrians, 
cut up those that came as supplicants, and 
learched their bellies. Nor does it seem to 
me that any misery befel the Jews that was 
more terrible than this, since in one night s 
time about two thousand of these desertcis 
were thus dissected. 

5. When Titus came to the knowledge ot 
this wicked practice, he had like to have sm 
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rounded those that had been guilty of it with 
his horse, and have shot them dead ; and he 
had done it, had not their number been so 
very great, and those that were liable to this 
punishment would have been manifold, more 
than those whom (hey had slain. Houever, 
he called together the commanders of the auxi- 
liary troops he had witli him, as well as the 
commanders of the Roman legions (for some 
of bis own soldiers had been also guilty here- 
in, as he had been informed) and had great 
indignation against both sons of them, and 
spoke to them as follows ; — “ What ! have 
any of my owoi soldiers done such things as 
iljis out of the uncertain hope of gain, with- 
out regarding their ow'n weapons, which are 
made of silver and gold? Moreover, do the 
Arabians and Syrians now first of all begin to 
govern themselves as they please, aiid to in- 
dulge their appetites in a foreign war, and 
then, out of their barbarity in murdering men, 
and out of their hatred to the Jews, get it 
ascribed to the Romans ?*’ — for tin's infamous 
practice was said to be spread among some of 
his own soldiers also. Titus then threatened 
that he would put such men to death, if any 
of them were discovered to be so insolent as 
to do so again : moreover, he gave it in charge 
to the legions, that they should make a search 
after such as were suspected, and should bring 
them to him ; but it appeared that the love of 
money was too hard for all their dread of 
punishment, and a vehement desire of gain is 
natural to men, f|d no passion is so venture- 
some as covetousness , otherwise such pas- 
sions have certain bounds, and arc subordi- 
nate to fear ; but in reality it was God who 
condemned the whole nation, and turned 
every ccmr.se that was taken for ilieir preser- 
vation to their desiruction. This, therefore, 
wl M-h was forbidden l)> Ca*sai under such a 
threatening, was venliircd upon privately a- 
gainst the jleserters, and these barbarians would 
gtj out still, and meet those that ran away be- 
fore any saw them, and looking about them to 
tliat no Romans spied them, they dissected 
them, and pulled this polluted money out of 
their bow'els ; w hich money was still found in 
a fev* c.f the?n, while yet a great many were 
destroyed by the bare hope there was of thu 
getting by them, which miserable treatment 
made many that were deserting to return back 
again Into the city. 

fj. But as fpr John, when he could no 
longer plunder the j)eople, he betook himself 
to sacrilege, and mel‘cd down many of the 
r>acred utensils, which had been given to the 
temple ; as also many of those vessels which 
were necessary for such as ministered about 
holy things, the caldrot^s, the dishes, and the 
tables; nay he did not abstain from those 
pouriiig-vcssels that were sent them by Au 
gustus and his wife ; for the Roman emper- 
ors did ever both honour and adorn this tem- 
ple* whereas this man, who was a Jew, 


seized upon what were .he donations of fo- 
reigners ; and said to those that were with 
him, that it w'as proper for them to use divine 
things while they were fighting for the Divi- 
nity, without fear, and that such whose war- 
fare is for the temple, should live of the temple , 
on which account he emptied the vessels of that 
sacred wine and oil, which the priests kept to 
lie poured on the hurnt-oflerings, and which 
lay in the inner court of the temple, and dis- 
tributed it among the multitude, who, in their 
anointing themselves and drinking, used [each 
of them] above an i) in of them: and here J 
cannot but speak my mind, and what the con- 
cern I arn under dictates to me, and it is this : 

I suppose, that had the Romans made any 
longer delay in coining against these villains, 
the city would either have been swallowed uii 
by the ground opening upon them, or been 
overflowed by water, or else been destroyed 
by such thunder as the country of Sodom • 
perished by, for it had brought forth a gene- 
ration of men much more atheistical than 
rere those that suffered such punishments ; 
for by their madness it was that all the people 
came to be destroyed. 

7. And indeed, why do 1 relate these par- 
ticuhir calamities ? — while Manneus, the sot* 
of Ljzarus, came running to 'fitus at this 
very time, and told him that there iiad been 
carried out through that one gate, which wjh 
entrusted to his care, no fewer than a luxn* 
dred and fifteen thousand eight huiulred and 
eighty dead bodies, in t\ie interval between 
the fourteenth day of the montli Xauthicus 
[Nisan when the Romans pitcherl their camp 
by the city, anti the first day of the month 
raueimis [Tamuz], This was itself a pro- 
digioifs multitude; and though this man was 
not himself set as a govenu r at that gate, yet 
was he appointed to pay the public stipend 
for carrying these bodies our, and so t\as 
obliged of necessity to number ibem, while 
the rest were buried by their relations, though 
all their burial was but this, to bring them 
away, and cast them out of the city. After 
this man (here ran away to ritus many of tlie 
eminent citizens, and told him the entire num- 
ber of the poor that were dead ; and that no 
fewer than six hundred thousand were thrown 
out at the gates, though still the number of 
the rest could not be discovered ; and they 
told him farther, that when they were no 
longer able to carry out the dead bodies of 
the poor, they laid their corpses on l.caps iu 
very large houses, and shut them up therein ; 
as also that a medirnnus of wheat was sold 
for a talent ; and that when, a while aficr- 

* Josephus, both here and before (b. iv, ch. viii, sect. 
4) esteem., the land of Sodom, not as part of the lake 
Avphaltitis, or under its waters; but near it oulv, as 
I'acitus al.so took the same notion from liim (Hist, v, 6 , 
7 ), which the great Kekand takes to bi> tlio very truth, 
both in his note on this place and iu his ralcstina (tom. 
i. p. 254 — 258) ; thouj^h i rather suppose part of (Juit re- 
^ gion of Penta]M)listo lie now uiuicr tlio w ttei.s of thesouth 
; part of that sua; but perhaps not the wliole country. 
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ward, it was not possible to gather herbs, by 
reason the city was all walled about, some 
persons were driven to that terrible distress as 
to search the common sewers and old dung> 
hills of cattle, and to eat the dung which they 
got there ; and what they of old could not 
endure so much as to see, thev now used for 
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j food When the Romans barely heard all 
‘ this, they commiserated their case ; while the 
seditious, who saw it also, did not repent, but 
sufiercd the same distress to come upon them, 
selves; for they were blinded by tliat fate 
which was already coming upon the city, and 
upon themselves also. 


BOOK VI. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ABOUT ONE MONTH. 


PROM THE GREAT EXTREMIT\ 
REDUCED, TO THE TAKING 


CHAPTER I. 

THAT THE MISERIES OF THE JEWS STHX GREW 
WORSE; AND HOW THE ROMANS MADE AN 
ASS^AULT UPON THE TOWER OF ANTONIA. 

j 1. Thus did the miseries of Jerusalem 
grow worse and worse every day, and the se- 
ditious were still mure irritated by the cala- 
mities they were under, even while the famine 
preyed upon themselves, after it l.ad preyed 
upon the people. And indeed the multitude 
of carcases that lay in heaps one upon ano- 
ther, was a horrible sight, and produced a 
pestilential stench, which was adiinderance to 
those that would make sallies out of the city 
and fight the enemy ; but as those were to go 
in battle-array, who had been already used to 
ten thousand murders, and must tread upon 
those dead bodies as they inarched along, so 
were not they terrified, nor did they pity men 
as they marched over them ; nor did they 
deem this allront uflered to the deceased to 
be any ill omen to themselves; but as they 
had their right iiaiids already polluted with 
the uiurders of their ow n countrymen, and in 
that condition ran out to fight with foreign- 
ers, they seem to me to have cast a reproach 
upon God himself, as if he were too slow in 
punishing them ; for the war was not now 
gone on with as if they had any hope of vic- 
tory ; for they gloried after a brutish manner 
in that despair of deliverance they were al- 
ready in. And now the Homans, although they 
were greatly distressed in getting together their 
materials, raised their banks in one-and- twen- 
ty days, after they had cut down all the trees 
that were in the country that adjoined to the 
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city, and that for ninety furlongs round about, 
as I have already related. And truly, the very 
view itself of the country was a melancholy 
tiling; for those places w'hich were before 
adorned vvitli trees and pleasant gardens, werL> 
now' become a desolate country every way, 
nd its trees were nil cut ttowii : nor could 
any foreigner that had formerly seen Judea 
and the tuoKt beautiful suburbs of the city, 
and now saw it as a desert, but lament and 
mourn sadly at so great a change; for the 
war had laid all signs of beauty quite waste : 
nor, if any one that bad known the place 
before, bad come on a sudden to it now, 
would he have known it again ; hut though 
be were at the city itself, yet would he huv 
inquired for it notwithstanding. 

2. And now tiie banks w'ere finished, tlic) 
atTorded a foundation for fear both to the 
Romans and to the Jews ; for the Jews ex- 
pected that the city would be taken, unless 
they could burn those banks, as did the Ho- 
mans expect that, if these were once burnt 
down, they should never be able to take it; 
for there was a mighty scarcity of materials, 
and the bodies of the soldiers began to fail 
with such hard labours, as *did their souls 
faint with so many, instances of ill success , 
nay, the very calamities themselves that were 
in the city proved a greater discouragement to 
the Romans than to those within the city; for 
they found the fighting men of the Jews to 
be not at all mollified among such their sore 
afBictions, while they had themselves perpetu - 
ally less and less hopes of success, and their 
banks were forced to yield to the stratagenii 
of the enemy, their engines to the firmness of 
their wall, and their closest fights to the bol J 
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ness of their attack; and, what was their 
greatest discouragement of all, they found 
the Jews' courageous souls to be superior to 
the multitude of the miseries they were un- 
der by their sedition, their famine, and the 
ivar itself ; insomuch that they were ready to 
imagine that the violence of their attacks was 
invincible, and that the alacrity they shewed 
would not be discouraged by their calamities ; 
for what would not those be able to bear if 
they should be fortunate, who turned their 
very misfortunes to the improvement of their 
valour! These considerations made the Ro- 
mans keep a stronger guard about their banks 
than they formerly had done. 

S. But now John and his party took care 
for securing themselves afterward, even in 
case this wall should be thrown down, and 
fell to their work before the battering-rains 
were brought against them. Yet did they 
not compass what they endeavoured to do, 
out as they were gone out with their torches, 
they came back under great discouragement, 
before they came near to the banks ; and the 
reasons were these : that in the first place, 
their conduct did not seem to be unanimous, 
but they went out in distinct parties, and at 
distinct intervals, and after a slow manner, 
and timorously, and, to say all in a word, 
witliout a Jewish courage ; for they were now 
defective in what is peculiar to our nation 
diat is, in boldness, in violence of assault, and 
in running upon the enemy all together, and 
in persevering in^'what they go about, though 
they do not at first succeed in it ; but they 
now went out in a mure languid manner than 
usual, and at the same time found the Ro- 
mans set in array, and more courageous than 
ordinary, and that they guarded their banks 
both with tlieir bodies and their entire armour, 
aii.i this to such a degree on all sides, that 
they left no room for the tire to get among 
them, ard that every one of their souls was 
Ml such good courage, that they would soon- 
er die than desert their ranks ; for besides 
their notion that all their hopes were cut off, 
ill case tlu‘> works were once burnt, the sol- 
diers were greatly ashamed that subtilty should 
be quite too liard for courage, madness for 
armour, multitude for skill, and Jews for Ro- 
mans. The Romans had now also anothe 
advantage, in that their engines for sieges co- 
operated w’»h them in throwing darts and 
stones as far all the Jews, when they were 
coming out of the city ; whereby the mai 
that fell became an inpediment to bini that 
was next to him, as did the danger of going 
farther make them Jess zealous in their at- 
tempts; and for those that had run under thi 
darts, some of tliem were terrified by the good 
order and closeness of tlie enemies’ ranks be- 
fore they came to a close fight, and others 
were pricked with their spears, and turned 
back again ; at length they reproached oir 
another for their cowardice, and retired witli- 


>ut doing any thing. This attack was made 
pon the first day of the month Panemus 
Tamuz]. So, when the Jews were retreated, 
:he Romans brought their engines, although 
hey had a41 the while stones thrown at them 
Tom the tower of Antonia, and were assault- 
ed by fire and sword, and by all sorts of darts, 
rhich necessity afforded the Jews to make 
ise of ; for although these bad great depend- 
ince on their own wall, and a contempt of the 
Roman engines, yet did they endeavour to 
hinder the Romans from bringing them. Now 
:hesc Romans struggled hard, on the contra- 
y, to bring them, as deeming that this zeal of 
;he Jews was in order to avoid any impres- 
ion to be made on the tower of Antonia, he. 
cause its wall was but weak, and its founda- 
Jons rotten. However, that lf-\ver did not 
ield to the blows given it from the engines ; 
etdid the Romans bear the impressions made 
jy the enemies* darts which w'ere perpetual, 
ly cast at them, and did not give v/ay to any 
Df those dangers that came upon them from 
ibove, and so they brought their engines to 
►ear ; but then, as they were beneath the other, 
and were sadly wounded by the stones thrown 
down upon them, some of them threw their 
shields over their bodies, and partly with their 
hands, and partly with their bodies, and 
partly with crows, they undermined its foun- 
dations, and with great pains they removed 
of its stones. Then niglit came upon 
both sides, and put an end to this struggle 
for the present; however, that nigot the w^all 
was so shaken by the battering-rams in that 
place where John liad used his stratagem be- 
fore, and had undermined their banks., that 
the gr.ound then gave way, and the wall fell 
down suddenly. 

4. When this accident had unexpectedly 
happened, tlie minds of both parties were va- 
riously affected ; for though one would ex- 
pect that the Jews would be discouraged, be- 
cause this fall of their wall was unexpected 
by them, and they had made no provision in 
that case, yet did they pull up their courage, 
because the tow’er of Antonia itself was still 
standing ; as was the unexpected joy of the 
Romans at tliis fall of the wall soon quenched 
by the sight they had of another wall, which 
John and his j)arty had built within it. How- 
ever, the attack of this second wall appeared 
to be easier than that of the former, because 
it seemed a thing of greater facility to get up 
to it through the parts of the former wall tliat 
were now thrown down. This new wall ap- 
peared also to be much weaker than the tower 
of Antonia^ and accordingly the Romans 
imagined that it had been erected so much 
on the sudden, tiiat they should soon over- 
throw it; yet did not any body vtMiture now 
to go up to this wall : for that such as first 
ventured so to do must certainly ho killed. 

5. And now Titus, upon consideration that 
the alacrity of soldiers in war is chieth' ex 
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cited by hopes and by good words, and that 
exhortations and promises do frequently make 
men to forget the hazards they run, nay, and 
sometimes to despise death itself, got together 
the most courageous part of his army, and 
tried what he could do with his men by these 
ntethods:— “ O fellow-soldiers,” said he, “to 
make an exhortation to men to do what hath 
no peril in it, is on that very account inglorious 
to such to whom that exhortation is made ; and 
indeed so it is in him that makes the exhorta- 
tion, an argument of his own cow ardice also, 

I therefore think, that such exhortations ouglit 
then only to be made use of when affairs arc 
in a dangerous condition, and yet are worthy 
of being attempted by every one themselves j 
accordingly, I am fully of the same opinion 
with you, that it is a difficult task to go up 
this wall ; hut that it is proper for those that 
desire reputation for their valour to struggle 
with difhculties in such cases, will then ap- 
pear, when I have particularly shown that it 
is a brave thing to die with glory, and that 
the courage here necessary shall not go un- 
rewarded in tliose that first begin the attempt; 
and let my hrst argument to move you to it 
be taken from what prubahly some would 
.hink reasonable to dissuade you, I mean the 
constancy and patience of these Jews, even 
under their ill successes ; for it is unheconi- 
ing you, who are Romans and my soldiers, 
who have in peace been taught how to makel 
wars, and who have also been used to con- ! 
quer in those wars, to be inferior to Jews, 
either in action of the hand or in courage of, 
the soul, aiul this especially when you are at 
the conclusion of your victory, and are as- 
sisted by' God himself; for as to our misfor- 
tunes, they have been owing to the madness 
of the Jews, w hile their sidierings have been | 
owing to your valour, and to- the assistance! 
God hath afforded you ; for as to tne sedi- 
tions they have been in, and. the famine they 
arc under, and the siege they now endure, 
and the fall of their walls w ithout our engines, 
what can tfiey all he hnt demonstratiotis of 
God’s anger ageinst them, ainl of his assis- 
tance afforded us ? It will imt therefore he 
proper for you, eitlier to show yourselves in- 
ferior to those to whom you arc really superi- 
or, or to betray that divine assistance which 
is afforded you ; and indeed, how can it be 
esteemed othcrw'isc than a base and iinw’orthy 
thing, that while the Jews, who need not be 
much ashamed if they he deserted, because 
they have long learned to be slaves to others, 
do yet despise death, that they may be so 
no longer, — and do make sallies into the 
very midst of us frequently, not in liopes of 
conquering us, but merely for a demonstra- 
tion of their courage j we, who have gotten 
possession of almost all the w'orld that belongs 
to either land or sea, to whom it will be a 
great shame if w*e do not conquer them, do 
not once undertake any attempt against our 


enemies wherein there is much danger, but 
sit still idle, with such brave arms as we have, 
and only wait till the famine and fortune do 
.our business themselves, and this when we 
have it in our power, w ith some small hazard, 
to gain all that we desire ! For if we go up 
to this tower of Antonia, we gain the city; 
for if there should he any more occasion for 
fighting against those willnn the city, which 
1 do not suppose there will, since w-e s^iiH 
then be upon the top of the lull,* and be up- 
on our enemies before they can have taken 
breath, these advantages promise us no less 
than a certain and sudden victory. As for 
myself, 1 shall at present ware any commen- 
dations of those who die in w ar,f and omit to 
speak of the inunortalily of those men who 
are slain in the midst of their martial hra- 
ery ; yet cannot I forbear to imprecate np 
on those who are of u contrary disposiUoji, 
lliat they may die in time of })eace, by some 
distemper or other, since their souls are al. 
ready condemned to the giavo, together with 
their bodies; for what man of virtue is there 
who docs not know that those souls which are 
severed from their Hcshly bodies in battle.s by 
the sw'ord, are received by the ether, that 
purest of elements, and joined to that com- 
pany which arc placed among the stars; that 
they become good demons, and propitious 
heroes, and show' themselves as such to flieir 
posterity aliervvards? while upon those souls 
that wear away in and with their distempered 
bodies, comes a subterranean night to dissolve 
them to nothing, and a deep oblivion to take 
away all the remembrance of them, and this, 
notwithstanding they be clean IVom alt sputa 
and defilements of this world; so that, in this 
case, the soul at the same time comess to the 
utmost bounds of its life, and of its body, atid 
of its memorial also; but since fate lialli de- 
termiiied that death is to come of necessity 
upon all men, a sword is a better instiinnent 
for that purpose than any disease whatsoever. 
Why, is it not then a very mean thing fur us 
not to yield uj) that to the public benefit, 
which we must yield up to fate? Ami this 
discourse have 1 made, upon the supposition 
that those who at first attempt to go upon 
this w'all must needs be killed in the attempt, 
though still men of true couracc have a 
chance to escape even in the most hazardous 
undertakings; for, in the first place, tiiatjrart 

* Reland note? here, very pertinently, that the towei 
of Antonia stooil higher than lire floor of the temple or 
court adjoining to it; and that accouUngly they Ic- 
ticendetl thence into the temple, as Josephus elsewhere 
spiraks also. See b. vi, ch. ii, scet. 6. 

fin this speech of Titus wrMiiay clearly see the tro- 
fioiis which the Homans then had of death, and of the 
h<ippy state of those who died bravely in war, ariri the 
contrary estate of therse who died ignobly in their beds 
by siikness. Relniid here also prothiees tw;o jiaralltl 
passages, the one out of Atn.nianus Marccllimts, con- 
ceniiirg the Alanr, lib. 31, that they judged that mari 
happy who laid dow'n his life in battle the other oI 
Valerius Vaximus, lib. xi, e. 6, who B.ays, “that the 
Cimbri and Celtiberi exulted for joy in the army, as be- 
ing to go out of the world gloriously and happilv.” 
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of the former wall that is thrown down, is 
easily to be ascended ; and for the new-built 
wall, it is easily destroyed. Do you, there- 
fore, many of you, pull up your courage, and 
get about this work, and do you mutually en- 
courage and assist one another ; and this your 
bravery will soon break the hearts of your e- 
nemies ; and perhaps such a glorious under- 
taking as yours is may be accomplished with- 
out bloodshed ; for although it be justly to be 
supposed that the Jews will try to hinder you 
at your first beginning to go up to them, yet 
when you have once concealed yourselves 
from them, and driven them away by force, 
they will not be able to sustain your efforts 
against them any longer, though but a few 
of you prevent them, and get over the w'all. 
As for that person who first mounts the wall, 

I should blush for shame if I did not make 
him to be envied of others, by those rewards 
I would bestow upon lain. If such a onej 
escape with his life, he shall have the com- 
mand of others that are now but his ccpiuls ; 
although it be true also, that the greatest re- 
wards wif accrue to such as die in the at- 
tempt.' 

6. Ui^on this speech of Titus, the rest of 
the multitude were affrighted at so great a 
danger. But there was one whose name wag 
Sahinus, a soldier that served among the co- 
horts, and a Syrian by birth, who appeared to 
be pf very great fortitude, both in the actions 
he had done and the courage of his soul he 
had shown ; although any body would have 
thought, before he came to his work, that he 
was of such a weak constitution of body, that 
he was not fit to be a soldier ; for his colour 
was black; bis flesh was lean and thin, and lay i 
close together ; but there was a certain heroic j 
soul that dwelt in this small body, which body' 
w.ks indeed much too narrow for that peculiar i 
courage which was in him. Accordingly he 
was the first that rose up ; when he thus 
spake : — ** 1 readily surrender myself to thee, 
O Caesar : I first ascend the wall, and I 
heartily wish that my fortune may follow my 
courage ai d iny resolution. And if some ill- 
fortune grudge me the success of my under- 
taking, take notice that my ill-success will not 
be unexpected, but that I choose death volun- 
tarily for thy sake,” When he had said this, 
and had spread out his shield over his head 
with his left hand, and had, with his right 
hand, drawnliks sword, he marched up to the 
wall Just about the sixth hour of the day. 
There followed him eleven others, and no 
more, that resolved to imitate his bravery ; 
but Stitt this was the principal person of them 
all, and went first us excited by a divine fury. 
Now those that guarded the wall shot at them 
from thence, and cast innumerable darts upon 
them from every side; they also rolled very 
large stones upon them, which overthrew some 


of those eleven that were with him. ' But as 
for Sabinus himself he met the darts that were 
cast at him, and though he was overwhelmed 
with them, yet did he not leave off' the vio- 
lence of his attack before he had gotten up on 
the top of the wall, and had put the enemy tc 
flight. For as tlic Jews were astonished at 
his great strength, and the bravery of his soul | 
and as, withal, tiiey imagined more of them 
had got upon the wall than really had, they 
were put to flight. And now one cannot 
but complain here of fortune, as still envious 
of virtue, and always hindering the perform- 
ance of glorious achievements : this was the 
case of tije man before us, when he had jiis»t 
obtained his purpose ; for he then stumbled 
at a certain large stone, and fell down upon 
it headlong, with a very great noise. Upon 
which the Jews turned hack, and when they 
saw him to he alone, and fallen down also, 
they threw darts at him from every side. 
However, he got upon his knee, and covered 
himself with his shield, and at the first de- 
fended himself against them, and wounded 
many of those that came near him ; but he 
was soon forced to relax his right hand, by 
the multitude of the wounds that had been 
given him, till at length he was quite covered 
jover with darts before he gave up the ghost. 
He was one who deserved a better fate, by 
reason of bis bravery ; but, as might be ex- 
pected, he fell under so vast an attempt. As 
for the rest of his partners, the Jews dashed 
three of them to pieces witli stones, and slew 
them as they were gotten up to the top of the 
wall ; the other eight being wounded, were 
pulled down and carried back to the camp. 
These things were done upon the third daj 
of the month Panemus [Tamuzj. 

7. Now two days afterward, tw'clve of these 
men that were on the fore-front, and kept 
watch upon the banks, got together, and call- 
ed to them the standard-bearer of the fifth le- 
gion, and two others of a troop of horsemen, 
and one trumpeter; these went without noise 
about the ninth hour of the night, through the 
ruins, to the lower of Antonia ; and when they 
had cut the throats of the first guards of the 
place, as they were asleep, they got possession 
of the wall, and ordered the trumpeter to 
sound his trumpet. Upon which the rest of 
the guard got up on the sudden, and ran away 
before any body could see how many they w’ere 
that were gotten up ; for partly from the feai 
they were in, and partly from the sound of 
the trumpet w hich they heard, they imagined 
a great number of the enemy were gotten up. 
But as soon as Ct^esar heard the signal, he 
ordered the army to put on their armour im- 
mediately, and came thither with his com- 
manders, and first of all ascended, as did the 
chosen men that were witli him. And as the 
Jews were flying away to the temple, they fell 
into that mine which John had dug under the 
Homan banks. Then did the seditious of 


* See the note f on page 7i()- 
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both Uie bodies of the Jewish army, as well 
that belonging to John, as that belonging to 
Simon, drive them away; and indeed were no 
way wanting as to the highest degree of force 
and alacrity j for they esteemed themselves 
entirely ruined if once the Homans got into 
the temple, as did the Romans look upon the 
same thing as the beginning of their entire 
comjuest. So a terrible battle was fought at 
the entrance of the temple, while the Romans 
were forcing their way, in order to get pos« 
session of that temple, and the Jews were 
driving them back to the tower of Antonia ; 
in which battle the darts were on both sides 
useless, as well as the spears, and both sides 
drew their swords, and fought it out hand to 
hand. Now during this struggle, the posi- 
tions of the men were undistinguished on both 
sides, and they fought at random, the men 
being intermixed one with another, and con- 
founded, by reason of the narrowness of the 
place ; while the noise that was made fell on 
the ear after an indistinct manner, because it 
was so very loud. Great slaughter was now 
made on both sides, and the combatants trod 
upon the bodies and the armour of those that 
wci>e dead, and dashed them to pieces. Ac- 
cordingly, to wlilch side soever the battle in- 
clined, those that had the advantage exhorted 
one another to'go on, as did those that were 
beaten make great lamentation. Rut still 
there was no room for flight, nor for pursuit, 
but disorderly revolutions and retreats, while 
the annies were intermixed one with another; 
but those that were in the first ranks were 
under the necessity of killing or being killed, 
without any way for escaping ; for those on 
both sides that came behind, forced those be- 
fore them to go on, without leaving any space 
between the armies. At length the Jews* 
violent zeal was too hard for the Romans* 
skill, and the battle already inclined entirely 
that way ; for the light had lasted from the 
ninth hour of the night till the seventh hour 
of the day, while the Jews came on in crowds 
and had the danger the temple was in for their 
motive ; the Romans having no more here 
than a part of their army ; for those legions, 
on which the soldiers on that side depended, 
were not come up to them. So it was at pre- 
sent thought sufficient by the Romans to take 
possession of the tower of Antonia. 

8. But there was one Julian, a centurion, 
that came from Bithynia; a man he was of 
great reputation, whom I bad formerly seen 
in that war, and one of the highest fame, 
both for his skill in war, his strength of body, 
and the courage of his soul. This man, see- 
ing the Romans giving ground, and in a sad 
condition (for he stood by Titus at the tower 
of Antonia), leaped out, and of himself alone 
put the Jews to flight when they were already 
conquerors, and made tliun retire as far as 
the corner of the inner court of the temple : 
from him the multitude fled away in crowds . 


as supposing that neitlier his strength nor his 
violent attacks could be those of a mere man. 
Accordingly he rushed through the midst of 
the Jews, as they were dispersed all abroad, 
and killed those that he caught. Nor, in 
deed, was there any sight that appeared more 
wonderful in the eyes of Caesar, or more ter- 
rible to others, than this. However, be was 
himself pursued by fate, which it was not 
possible that he who was but a mortal man 
should escape ; for as be had shoes all full of 
thick and sharp nails,* as had every one of 
the other soldiers, so when he ran on the 
pavement of the temple, he slipped, and fell 
down upon his back with a very great noise, 
which was made by his armour. This made 
those that were running away to turn back ; 
whereupon those Romans that were in tlie 
tower of Antonia set up a great shout, us 
they were in feai for the man. But the Jews 
gut about him in crow'ds, and struck at him 
with their spears, and with their swords on 
all sides. Now he received a great many ol 
the strokes of these iron weapons upon liia 
shield, and often attempted to get up again, 
but was thrown down by those that struck at 
him ; yet did ho, as he lay along, stab many 
of them with his sword. Nor was he soon 
killed, as being covered with his helme 
and his breast plate in all those parts of hit 
body where he might be mortally wounded , 
he also pulled his neck close to his body, till 
all his other limbs were shuttered, and nobody 
durst come to defend him, and tlien he yield- 
ed to his fate. Now Cesar was deeply af- 
fected on account of this man of so great 
fortitude, and especially as he was killed in 
the sight of so many people ; he was desir- 
ous himself to come to his assistance, but the 
place would not give him leave, while such 
as could have done it were too much terrified 
to attempt it. Thus when Julian had strug- 
gled with death a great while, and had let 
but few of those that hud given him liis mor- 
tal wound go ofl' unhurt, he had at last his 
throat cut, though not without some diflicul- 
ty ; and left behind him a very great fame, 
not only among the Romans and with Caesar 
himself, but among his enemies also ; then 
did the Jews catch up his dead body, and put 
the Romans to flight again, and shut them 
up in the tower of Antonia. Now those tiiat 
most signalized themselves, and fought must 
zealously in this battle of the Jewish side, 
were one Alexas and Gyphtheus, of John’s 
party; and of Simon’s party were Malachias, 
and Judas the son of Merto, and James the 
son of Sosas, the commander of the Idume- 
ans ; and of the zealots, two brethren, Simon 
and Judas, the sons of Jairus. 

• No wonder that this Julian, who had so many 
nails in his shoes, 8li()piKl upon the pavement of ih« 
temple, which was smooth, and laid with marble oi 
dittVrent colours. 
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CHAPTER ir. 

HOW TITUS GAVE ORDERS TO DEMOLISH THE 
tower op ANTONIA, AND THEN PERSUADED 
JOSEPHUS TO EXHORT THE JEWS AGAIN [TO 
A surrender]. 

§ 1. And now Titus gave orders to his sol- 
diers that were with him to dig up the foun- 
dations of the tower of Antonia, and make 
him a ready passage for his army to come up ; 
while he himself had Josephus brought to him 
(for he had been informed that on that very 
day, which was the seventeenth day* of Pane- 
inus [Tainuz], the sacrifice called “ the Daily 
Sacrifice** had failed, and had not been of- 
fered to God for want of men to uBcr it, and 
that the people were grievously troubled at 
it) and commanded him to say the same things 
to Joiin that he had said before, that if he had 
any malicious inclination for fighting, he 
inii;ht come out with as many of his men as 
he pleased, in order to fight, without the 
danger of destroying either his city or temple ; 
but that he desired he w^ould not defile the 
temple, nor thereby offend against God. That 
he might, if he pleased, offer the sacrifices 
which were now discontinued, by any of the 
Jews whom he should pitch upon. Upon 
this, Josephus stood in such a place where he 
.night be heard, not by John only, but by 
.jiany more, and then declared to them what 
Caesar had given him in charge, and this in the 
Hebrew language.f So he earnestly prayed 
them to spare their own city, and to prevent that 
fire which was just ready to seize upon the tem- 
ple, and to offer their usual sacrifices to God 
therein. At these words of his a great sadness 
and silence were observed among the people. 
But the tyrant himself cast many reproaches 
i^pon Josephus, with imprecations besides; and 
at last added this withal, tliathe did never fear 
the taking of the city, because, it was God’s 
own city. In answer to which, Josephus 
said tlius, with a loud voice; — ** To be sure, 
thou hast kept this city wonderfully pure for 
God*s sake! the temple also continues entire- 
ly unpolluted 1 Nor hast thou been guilty of 
any impiety against him, for whose assistance 
thou hopest ! He still receive.s iiis accustom- 
ed sacrifices! Vile wretch that thou art/ 
if any one should deprive thee of t!)y daily 
food, thou wouldst esteem him to be an ene- 

♦ This was a veryremarkable day indeed, the seven- 


Dan. ix, 27 ; for from the month of February, a. o. 
66, about which time Vespasian entered on this war, to 
this very time, was Just three years and a liaif. Sec 
Bishop Lloyd’s Tables of Chronology, publishtd by Mr. 
Marshall, on this year. Nor is it to be omitted, what 
very nearly confirms this duration of the war, that four 
years before the war began, was somewhat above seven 
years five months before the destruction of Jerusalem, 
chap, V, sect 3. 

f i he same that in the New Testament is always so 
and was then the common language of the Jews 
»n Judea, which was the Syrian dialect. 


my to thee; but thou hopest to have that 
God for thy supporter in this war whom thou 
hast deprived of his everlasting worship ! and 
thou imputest those sins to the Romans, who 
to Uiis very time take care to have our laws 
observed, and almost compel these sacrifices to 
be still offered to God, which have by tliy 
means been intermitted ! Who is there that 
can avoid groans and lamentations at the a 
mazing change that is made in this city ! since 
very foreigners and enemies do now correct 
that impiety which thou hast occasioiied : 
while thou, who art a Jew, and wast educat- 
ed in our laws, art become a greater enemy 
to them than the others I But still, John, it 
is never dishonourable to repent, and amend 
what hath been done amiss, even at the last 
extremity. Thou hast an instance before thee 
in Jechoniah,| the king of the Jews, if thou 
hast a mind to save the city, who, when the 
king of Babylon made war against him, did, 
of his own accord, go out of this city before it 
was taken, and did undergo a voluntary cap. 
tivity witli his family, that the sanctuary 
might not be delivered up to the enemy, and 
that he might not see the house of God set 
on fire : on which account he is celebrated 
among all the Jews, in their sacred memori* 
als, and his memory is become immortal, and 
will be conveyed fresli down to our posterity 
through all ages, ’rhis, John, is an excellent 
example in such a time of danger ; and 1 
dare venture to promise that the Romans 
shall still forgive tliee. And take notice, that 
1, who make this exiiortation to thee, am one 
of thine own nation ; I, who am a Jew, do 
make this promise to thee. And it will be- 
come thee to consider who 1 am that give thee 
tins 'counsel, and whence 1 am derived ; for 
while 1 am alive I shall rever be in such sla- 
very as to forego my own kindred, or forget 
the laws of our forefathers. Thou hast in- 
dignation at me again, and makest a clamour 
ai me, and reproachest me ; indeed, I cannot 
deny but 1 am worthy of worse treatment 
than all this amounts to, because, in opposi- 
tion to fate, 1 make this kind invitation to 
thee, and endeavour to force deliverance upon 
those wJiom God hath condemned. And who 
is there that does nut know what the writings 
of the ancient prophets contain in them,— and 
particularly tliat oracle § which is just now 
going to be fulfilled upon this miserable city . 
— for they foretold that this city should be 
then taken when somebody shall begin the 
slaughter of his own countrymen ! and are 
not both the city and the entire temple now 
full of the dead bodies of your countrymen ? 
It is God therefore, it is God himself who is 
bringing on this fire, to purge that city and 

t Out ptesent copies of the Old Testament want this 
encomium uimn king Jeehoniah or Jehoiachim, which 
it seems was in Josej^ius’s copy. 

{ Of this oracle, see Uie note on book iv, chap, vl 
sect. 3. 
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temple by means of the Romansi* and is go- 
ing to pluck up this city» which is full of your 
pollutions.'* 

2. As Josephus spoke these words with 
groans, and tears in his eyes, his voice was 
intercepted by sobs. However, the Romans 
could not but pity the affliction he was under, 
and wonder at his conduct. But for John, 
and those that were with him, they were but 
the more exasperated against the liomans on 
this aocoiint, and were desirous to get Jose- 
phus also into their power : yet did tiuit dis- 
course influence a great many of the better 
sort; and truly some of them were so afraid 
of the guards set by the seditious, that they 
tarried where they were, but still were satis- 
fied that both they and the city wore doomed 
to destruction Some also there were who, 
watching for a proper opportunity when they 
might quietly get away, fled to the Romans, 
of whom were the high-priests Joseph and 
Jesus, and of the sons of high-priests three, 
whose father was Ishmael, who was beheaded 
in Cyrene, and four sons of Matthias, as also 
one son of the other Matthias, who 'ran away 
after his father’s (Jeath,f and whose father was 
slain by Simon, the son of Gioras, with three 
of his sons, as 1 have already related : many 
also of the other nobility went over to the 
Romans, together with the high-priests. Now 
Caisar not only received these men very kind- 
ly in other respects, but, knowing they would 
not willingly live after the customs of other 
nations, he sent them to Gophna, and desired 
them to remain there for the present, and told 
them, that when he was gotten clear of this 
w'ar, he would restore each of them to their 
possessions again ; so they cheerfully retired 
to that smalt city which was allotted them, 
without fear of any danger. But as they did 
not appear, the seditious gave out again, that 
fliese deserters were slain by the Romans, — 
which w'as done, in order to deter the l^t 
from running away by fear of the like lrea^ 
ment. This trick of theirs succeeded now for 
a while, as did the like trick before ; for the 
rest were hereby deterred from deserting, by 
fear of the like treatment. 

3. Howx’ver, when Titus had rec.alled those 
men from Gophna, he gave orders that they 
should go round the wall, together with Jo- 
sephus, and show themselves to the people ; 

► Josephus, both here and in many places elsewhere, 
speaks so, that it is most evident he was fully satisfied 
that God was on the Romans’ side, and made use of { 
them now for the destruction of that wickeil nation of i 
the Jews, which was for certain the true state of this , 
matter, as the prophet Daniel first, and our Saviour i 
himself afterwards, had clearly foretold. See Lit. Ac- 
compl. of Proph. p. til, Ac. I 

t Josephus had before told us, book v, ch. xiii, sect. I 
J, that this fourth son of Matthias ran away to the Ho- 
mans before” his fatlujr’s and brethren’s slaughter, 
and not ** after" it, as here. The former account is, in 
all probability, the tiuest; for had not that fourth son 
escaped before the others were caught and put to death, 
he had been caught and put to death with them. This 
Uist account, therefore, kHjks like an instance of a small 
U!'>dvertcncc of Josephus in the place Ufoic us. 


upon which a great many fled to the Romans. 
These men also got in a great number together, 
and stood before the Romans, and besought 
the seditious, with groans, and tears in their 
eyes, in the first place to receive the Romans 
entirely into the city, and save that their own 
place of residence again ; but that, if they 
would not agree to such a proposal, they 
would at least depart out of the temple, and 
save the holy house for their own use ; fot 
that the Romans would not venture to set the 
sanctuary on fire, but under the most pressing 
necessity. Yet did the seditious still more 
and more contradict them ; and while thry 
cast loud and bitter reproaches upon these 
deserters, they also set their engines for 
throwing of dans, and javelins, and stones, 
upon the sacred gates of the temple, at due 
distances from one anoLie/, insomuch that all 
the space round about within the temple 
might be compared to a burying-ground, so 
great was the number of the dead bodies 
therein ; as might the holy house itself be 
compared to a citadel. Accordingly, these 
men rushed upon these holy places in their 
armour, that were otherwise unapproachable, 
and that while their hands were yet w'arin 
with the blood of their own people whiel; 
they had shed ; nay, they proceeded to sucli 
great transgressions, that the very same indig. 
nation which Jews would naturally have a. 
gainst Romans, had they been guilty of sueli 
abuses against them, the Romans now ’had 
against Jews, for their impiety in regard to 
their own religious customs. Nay, indeed, 
there were none of the Roman soldiers who 
did not look with a sacred horror upon the 
holy house, and adored it, and wished that 
tlie robbers w'ould repent before their miseric'i 
became incurable. 

4. Now' Titus was deeply aficcled with this 
state of things, and reproached John and liis 
party, and said to them, “ Have not you, vile 
w retches that you are, by our [)e‘rmis.sioM, put 
up this partition-w'all I before your sanctuary ? 
llavc not you been allowed to put up the 
pillars thereto belonging, at due distances, 
and on it to engrave in Greek, and in your 
own letters, this prohibition, that no foreigner 
should go beyond that wall? Have not we 
given you leave to kill such as go beyond it, 
though lie were a Roman ? And what do you 
do now, you pernicious villains ? Why do you 
trample upon dead bodies in •this temple? 

I and why do you pollute this holy house with 
[the blood both of foreigners and Jews them- 
selves ? I appeal to the gods of my own coun- 
try, and to every god that ever had any re- 
gard to this place (for I do not suppose it to 
be now regarded by any of them) ; 1 also ap- 
peal to my own army, and to those Jews that 
are now with me, and even to you yourselves, 

t Of this partition-wall separating Jews and Gentiles, 
with its pillars and inscription, sec the description of ths 
temples, chap. xv. 
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that 1 do not force you to defile this your 
sanctuary ; and if you will but change the j 
place whereon you will fight, no Roman shall 
either come near your sanctuary, or olfer any 
affront to It ; nay, I w'ill endeavour to pre- 
serve you your holy house, wdiether you will 
or not.** * 

5, As Josephus explained these things 
from the mouth of Casar, both the robbers 
and the tyrant thought that these exhortations 
proceeded from Titus’s fear, and not from his 
good-will to them, and grew insolent upon it; 
but when Titus saw that these men were nei 
ther to be moved by commiseration towards 
themselves, nor had any concern upon them 
/o have the holy house spared, he proceeded, 
unwillingly, to go on again with the war a- 
gainst them. He could not indeed bring all 
his army against them, the place was so nar- 
row ; but choosing thirty soldiers of the most 
valiant out of every hundred, and committing 
a thousand to each tribune, and making Ce- 
realis their commander-in-chief, he gave or 
dersthat they should attack the guards of the 
temple about the ninth hour of that night ; 
but as he was now in his armour, and pre- 
paring to go down with them, liis friends 
would not let him go, l)y reason of the great- 
ness of the danger, and what the command- 
ers suggested to them ; for they said, that he 
would do more by sitting above in the toNver 
t)f Antonia, as a dispenser of rewards to those 
soldiers that si, lalizcd themselves in the fight, 
than by coinii down and liazarditJg bis own 
person in the fore- front ol' them ; for tlwit 
they would all fight stoutly while Caesar 
looked upon them. Witli this advice Caesar 
complied, and said, that the only reason lie 
had for such compliance with the soldiers was 
this, that lie might be able to judge of their 
. ourageotis actions, and that no valiant soldier 
might lie concealed, and mi^s of his reward ; 
and n'> cow’anlly soldier might go unpunished ; 
but that he might himself be an eye-witness, 
and able to give evidence of all that was done, 
who was to be the (lisposer of punishments 
and rev\ irds to them. So he sent the soldiers 
about their work at the hour foremen tioned, 
while he went out himself to a higher place 
in the tower of Antonia, wlience he might sec 
what was done, ami there jd wnth npt 
lienee to see the event. 

6. Ilo'vevcr, the soldiers that were sent did 
not find the guards of the temple asleep, as they 
hoped to have done ; but were obliged to fight 
with them immediately hand to hand, as they 
rushed with violence upon them with a great 
shout. Now, as soon as the rest within the 
temple heard that shout of those that were 
upon the watch, they ran out in troops upon 
them. Tlien did the Romans receive the on- 

* That these seditious Jews were the direct occ^ions 
of their own dcHlniction, and of tlie conflagration of 
their city and temple; and that Titus eatnestly and 
constantly laboured to save lx)th, i.s here and every- 
where most evident in Josephus. 
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set of those that came first upon tliem ; but 
those that followed them fell upon theii own 
troops, and many of them treated their own 
soldiers as if they had been enemies ; for the 
great confused noise that was made on both 
sides, hindered them from distinguishing one 
another’s voices, as did the darkness of the 
night hinder them from the like distinction 
by the sight, besides that blindness which arose 
otherwise also from the passion and the fear 
they were in at the same time; for which rea- 
son, it was all one to the soldiers who it was 
they struck at. However, this ignorance did 
less harm to the Romans than to the Jews, 
because they were joined together under their 
shields, and made their sallies more regularly 
than the others did, and each of them remem- 
bered their watch-word; while the Jews were 
perpetually (ii^)j;er.sed abroad, and made their 
attacks and retreats at random, and so did fre- 
quently seem to one another to be enemies; for 
every one of them received those of their owtv 
men that came back in the dark as Romans and 
made an assault upon them ; so that more of 
them were wounded by their owm men than by 
the enemy, till, upon the coming on of the day, 
the nature of the fight was discerned by the 
eye afterward. Then did they stand in battle- 
array in distinct bodies, and cast their darts 
regularly, and regularly defended themselves , 
nor did either side yield or grow weary. The 
Romans contended w ith each other w ho should 
fight the most strenuously, both single men 
and entire regiments, as being under the eye 
of Titus; and every one concluded that this 
day would begin his promotion if he fought 
bravely. 'Hie great encouragements wddeh 
the Jews bad in view' to act vigourously were 
their fear for themselves and for the temple, 
and the presence of tlieir lyrant, who exhorted 
some, and beat and threatened others to act 
courageously. Now, it so happened, th.*!! 
this fight was for the most part a stationary 
one, wherein the soldiers went on and came 
back in a short lime, and suddenly ; for there 
was no long spact* of ground for either of 
their flights or pursuits, but still there was a 
tumultuous noise among the Romans from 
the tower of Antonia, who loudly cried out 
upon all occasions for their own men to press 
geously, when they were too hard for 
the Jew's, and to stay when tliey were retire- 
ing backw'ard ; so that here was a kind of 
theatre of war ; for what w'as done in this 
fight could not be concealed either from Ti 
tus or from those that w'ere about him. At 
length, it appeared that this fight, which be- 
gan at the ninth hour of the night, w'as not 
over till past the fifth hour of the day ; and 
that, in the same place where the battle be- 
gan, neither party could say they had made 
the other to retire ; but both the armies leR 
the victory almost in uncertainty between 
them ; wherein those that signalized them- 
selves on the Roman side were a great manv 
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but on tlie Jevrish side, and of those tliat care of their bodies, and that therefore they 
were with Simon, Judas the son of Merto, should very easily beat them ; — but the Ro- 
and Simon the son of Josias; of the Idume- mans were apprised of their coming to attack 
ans, James and Simon, the latter of whom them beforehand, and running togetlier from 
was the son of Cathlas, and James was the the neighbouring camps on the sudden, pre- 
son of Sosas ; of those that were with John, vented them from getting over their fortifies 
Gyphtheus and Alexas ; and, of the xealots, tion, or forcing the wall that was built about 
Simon, the son of Jairus. them. Upon this came on a sharp fight, 

7. In tlic mean time, the rest of the Ro- and here many great actions were performed 
man army had, in seven days* time, over- on both sides ; while the Romans showed 
thrown [some] foundations of the tower of both their courage and their skill in war, as 
Antonia, and had made a ready and broad did the Jews come on them with immoderate 
way to the temple. Then did the legions violence and intolerable passion. Theonopar- 
come near the first court,* and began to raise ty were urged on by shame, and the other by 
their banks. The one bank was over-against necessity ; for it seemed a very shameful 
the north-west corner of the inner temple ;f thing to the Romans to let the Jews go, now 
another was at that northern edifice which was they were taken in a kind of net ; while the 
between the two gates; and of the other two, one Jews had but one hope of saving themselves, 
was at the western cloister of the outer court* and that was, in case they could by violence 
of the temple ; the other against its northern break through the Roman wall: — and one, 
cloister. However, these w'orks were thus whose name was Pedanius, belonging to a 
far advanced by the Romans, not without party of horsemen, when the Jews were al- 
great pains and difficulty, and particularly ready beaten and forced down into the valley 
by being obliged to bring their materials from together, spurred his horse on their flank 
the distance of a hundred furlongs. They with great vehemence, and caught up a cer- 
had farther difficulties also upon them : some- tain young man belonging to the enemy by 
times, by the over-great security they were in his ancle, as he was running away. The 
that they should overcome the Jewish snares man was, however, of a robust body, and in 
laid for them, and by that boldness of the Jews his armour ; so low did Pedanius l)end him- 
which their despair of escaping had inspired self downward from his horse, even as he was 
them withal ; for some of their horsemen, galloping away, and so great was the strength 
when they went out to gather wood or hay, of his right hand, and of tl)e rest of his body, * 
let their horses feed, without having their hri- as also such skill had he in horsemanship, 
dies on during the time of foraging; upon So this man seized upon that his prey, as 
which liorses the Jew's sallied out in whole upon a j)rccious treasure, and carried him as 
bodies, and seized thorn; and w’hon this was his captive to Cfcsar: whereupon Titus ad- 
continuaUy done, and Caesar believed, what mired the man that had seized the other 
the truth w'as, that the horses were stolen for his great strength, and ordered the man 
more by the negligence of his own men than that was caught to he punished [with death] 
by the valour of the Jews, he determined to for his attempt against the Roman wall, 
use greater severity to oblige the rest to take but l>etook himself to the siege of the tem- 

. care of their horses ; so he commanded that pie, and to pressing on the raising of the 
one of those soldiers who had lost their horses banks. 

should be capitally punished; whereby he so 9. In the mean time, the Jlwvs wxre so dis- 
terrified the rest, that they preserved their tressed by the fights they had been in, as the 
horses for the time to come ; for they did not war advanced higher atid liiglier, and creep- 
any longer let them go from them to feed ing up to the holy house itself, that tliey, as 
by themselves, but, as if they had grown to it were, cut off those limbs of their body 
them, they went always along with them which were infected, in order to prevent the 
wlien they wanted necessaries. Thus did distemper’s spreading farther; for they set 
the Romans still continue to make war a- the norlh-w'est cloister, which was joined to 
gainst the temple, and to raise their banks a- the lower of Antonia, on fire, and after that 
gainst it. brake off’ about twenty cubits of that cloister, 

8. Now, after one day had been interpos- and thereby made a beginning iif burning the 
ed since the Romans ascended the breach, sanctuary : two days after which, or on the 
many of the seditious were so pressed by the tw'enty-fourth day of the forenamed month 
famine, upon the present failure of their rav- [Panemus or Tamuz], the Romans set fire to 
ages, that they got together, and made an at- the cloister that joined to the other, when the 
tack on those Roman guards that were upon fire went fifteen cubits farther. The Jews, 
the Mount of Olives, and this about the ele- in like manner, cut off its roof; nor did they 
venth hour of the day, as supposing first, that entirely leave off what they were about till 
they would not expect such an onset, and, in the tower of AntQnia was parted from the 
the next place, that they were then taking temple, even when it was in their power to 

I have stopped the fire ; nay, they lay still 

The Court of the Ckutilefc t TJui Court of Israel. | while the temple was first set on fire, and 
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deemed this spreading of the fire to be for 
their own advantage. However, tlie armies 
were still fighting one against another about 
the temple ; and the war was managed by 
continual sallies of particular parties against 
one another. 

10. Now there was at this time a man 
among the Jews ; low of stature he was, and 
of a despicable appearance ; of no character 
either as to his family, or in other respects: 
his name was Jonathan. He went out at the 
high-priest John’s monument, and uttered 
many other insolent things to the Romans, 
and challenged the best of them all to a sin- 
gle combat; but many of those that stood 
there in the army huffed him, and many of 
them (as they might well be) were afraid of 
him. Some of them also reasoned thus, and 
that justly enough : that it was not fit to fight 
with a man that desired to die, because those 
that utterly despaired of deliverance had, be- 
sides other passions, a violence in attacking 
men that could not be opposed, and had no 
regard to God himself ; and tluU to hazard 
one’s self with a person, whom if you over- 
come, you do no great matter, and by whom 
it is hazardous that you may be taken pri- 
soner, w’oiild be an instance, not of manly 
courage, but of unmanly rashness. So there 
being nobody that came out to accept the 
man’s challenge, and the Jew cutting them 
with a great number of reproaches, as cow- 
•|»rds.(for he was a very haughty man in him- 
self, and a great despiserof the Romans), one 
whose name was Pudens, of the body of horse- 
men, out of his abomination of the other’s 
words, and of his impudence withal, and per- 
haps out of an inconsiderate arrogance, on 
account of the other’s lowness of stature, ran 
out to him, and was too bard for him in other 
respects, but was betrayed by bis ill-fortune ; 
for he fell down, and as be was down, Jona- 
than caiPv! running to him, and cut his throat, 
and then standing upon his dead body, he 
brandished his swo^d, bloody as it was, and 
shonk his shield with his left hand, and made 
many acclamations to the Roman army, and 
exulted over the dead man, and jested upon 
the Romans ; till at length one Priscus, a cen- 
turion, shot a dart at him as he was leaping 
and playing the fool with himself, and there- 
by pierced him through : upon which a shout 
was set up both by the Jews and the Romans, 
though on difierent accounts. So Jonathan 
grew giddy by the pain of his wounds, and 
fell down upon the body of his adversary — a 
plain instance how suddenly vengeance may 
come upon men that have success in war, 
without any just deserving of the same. 


CHAPTER III. 

CONCERNING A STRATAGEM THAT WAS DEVISEO 
BY THE JEWS, BY WHICH THEY BURNT MANY 
or THE ROMANS ; WITH ANOTHER DESCRIP- 
TION OF THE TERRIBLE FAMINE THAT WAS 
IN THE CITY. 

§ 1. But now the seditious that were in the 
temple did every day openly endeavour tc 
beat off the soldiers that were upon the banks, 
and on the twenty-seventh day of the fore- 
narned month [Panemus, or Tamuz], contriv- 
ed such a stratagem as this : — They filled that 
part of the western cloister • which was be- 
tween the beams, and the roof under them, 
with dry materials, as also with bitumen and 
pitch, and then retired from that yjace as 
though they were tired with the pains they 
had taken; at which procedure of theirs, many 
of the most inconsiderate among the Romans, 
who were carried away w'ith violent passions, 
followed hard after them as they were retiring, 
and applied ladders to the cloister, and got 
ip to it suddenly ; but the prudent part oi 
them, when they understood this unaccounta- 
ble retreat of the Jews, stood still where they 
were before. However, the cloister was full 
those that were gone up the ladders ; at 
w'hich time the Jews set it all on fire ; and as 
the flames burst out everywhere on the sud- 
den, the Romans that were out of the danger 
were seized with a very great consternation, 
as were those that were in the midst of the 
danger in the utmost distress. So when they 
perceived themselves surrounded with the 
flames, some of them threw themselves dowm 
l)ackwards into the city, and some among their 
enemies [in the temple] ; as did many leap 
down to their own men, and broke their limbs 
to pieces : but a great number of those that 
were going to take these violent methods, were 
prevented by the fire ; though some prevented 
the fire by their own swords. However, the 
fire was on the sudden carried so far as to 
surround those who would have otherwise 
perished. As for Caesar himself, he could 
not, however, but commiserate those that thus 
perished, although they got up thither witli- 
out any order for so doing, since there was no 
way of giving them any relief. Yet was this 
some comfort to those that were destroyed, 
that every body might see that person grieve, 
for whose sake they came to their end ; for 
he cried out openly to them, and leaped up, 
and exhorted those that were about him to 
do their utmost to relieve them. So every 
one of them died cheerfully, as carrying 
along with him these words and this intentiou 
of Caesar as a sepulchral monument. Some 
there were, indeed, who retired into the wall 
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• Of the Coui;t cf the Gentilc«. 



WAES OF THE 


BOOR Vt 


of clcwsteir, which was broad, and were 
preserved out of the fire, but were then sur- 
rounded by the Jews* and although they 
made resistance against the Jews for a long 
time, yet were they wounded by them, and at 
length they all fell down dead. 

2. At the last, a young man among them, 
whose name was Longus, became a decora- 
tion to this sad aflhir, and while every one of 
them that perished were worthy of a memo|;ial, 
this man appeared to deserve it beyond all the 
rest. Now the Jews admired this man for his 
courage, and were farther desirous c»*’ having 
him slain; so they persuaded him to come 
down to them, upon security given him for 
his life. But Cornelius, his brother, persuad- 
ed him, on the contrary, not to tarnish his 
own glory nor that of the Roman army. He 
complied with this last advice, and lifting up 
bis sword before both armies, he slew himself. 
Yet vdls there one Artorius among tlmse sur- 
rounded with the fire, who escaped by his 
subtilty ; for when he had with a loud voice 
called to him Lucius, one of his fellow sol- 
diers that lay with him in the same tent, and 
said to him, “ 1 do leave thee heir of all I have, 
if thou wilt come and receive me.‘* Upon this 
he came running to receive him readily ; Ar- 
torius then threw himself down upon him, and 
saved his own life, while he that received him 
was dashed so vehemently against the stonc- 
pa>vement by the other’s weight, that he died 
immediately. This melancholy accident made 
the Romans sad for a while, but still it made 
them more upon their guard for the future, 
and was of advantage to them against the de- 
lusions of the Jews, by w Inch they were great- 
ly damaged through their iinacquaintedness 
with the places, and with the nature of the in- 
habitants. Now’ this cloister was burnt down 
as far as John’s tower, which he built in the 
war he made against Simon over the gates that 
led to the Xyslus. The Jews also cut off the 
rest of that cloister from the temple, after they 
had destroyed those that got up to it. But 
the next day the Romans burnt down the 
northern cloister entirely, as far us the east 
cloister, w hose common angle joined to the 
valley that was called Cedron, and was built 
over it ; on wliich account the depth was fright- 
ful. And this w’as the state of the temple at 
that time. 

8. Now of those that perished by famine 
jii thd city, the number w’as prodigious, and 
the miseries they underwent were unspeak- 
able ; for if so much as the shadow of any 
kind of food did anywhere appear, a war was 
commenced presently ; and the dearest friends 
fell a fighting one with another about it, 
snatching from each other the most miserable 
supports of life, ^or would men believe that 
those who were dying had rto food ; but the 
robbers would search them when they were 
expiring, lest any one should have concealed 
food in their bosoms, and counterfeited dying : 


nay, these robbers gaped for want, and ran 
about stumbling and staggering along like mad 
dogs, and reeling against the doors of the 
houses like drunken men ; they would also, in 
the great distress they were in, rush into the 
very same houses two or three times in one 
and the same day. Moreover, their hunger 
was so intolerable, that it obliged tliem to 
chew every thing, w’hile they gathered such 
things ns the most sordid animals would not 
touch, and endured to eat them ; nor did they 
at length abstain from girdles and shoes; and 
the very leather w hich belonged to their shields 
they pulled off and gnawed ; the very wisps ot 
old hay became food tO some; and some 
gathered up fibres, and sold a very small 
weight of them for four Attic [drachma? ^ 
But W'hy do I describe the shameless impu. 
dence that the famine brought on men in their 
eating inanimate things, while I am going 
to rdate a matter of fact, the like to w hich no 
history relates, * either among the Greeks or 
Barbarians ! It is horrible to speak of it, and 
incredible when heard. I bad indeed willing, 
ly omitted this calamity of ours, that I miglit 
not seem to deliver what is so portentous to 
posterity, but tliat I have innumerable wit- 
nesses to it in iny own age ; and besides, my 
country would have had little reason to thanj< 
me for suppressing the miseries that she under 
went at this time. 

4. There was a certain w’oman that dweh 
beyond Jordan, her name w’as Mary ; hei* 
father w’as Eleazar, of the village IJetheznh, 
which signifies t/ie House of IIj/ss')}^. She 
was eminent for her family and her wealth, 
and had fled away to Jerusalem with the resl 
of the multitude, and was with them besieg- 
ed therein at this time. The other cflects of 
this woman had been already seized upon ; 
such I mean as she had brought with her out 
of Perea, and removed to tlic city. What she 
had treasured up besides, as also what food 
she had contrived to save, had been also carri- 
ed offby the rapacious guards, who came evoy 
day running into her house for that purpose. 
I'his pul the poor woman into a very great 
nassion, and by the frequent reproaches and 

V Wh.'jt Josephus observes here, that no parallel ex- 
amples had been recorded before his time of hiu li sieges, 
wherein mothers were forced bv extremity of famiiic to 
cat their own children, as had b(«n threatened to Die 
Jews in the law of Moses, u|)on obstinate disobediiiKo 
and more than once fulfilled (see my Hoyle’s I.eeturc! 
p. 210 — 2H), is bv Ur. Hudson supposed to have haa 
two or three parallel examples in later ages. lie might 
have had more examples, 1 suppose, of persons on ship- 
board, or in a desert island, casting lots for each others 
bcKlies ; but .'ll] this was only In cases where they u 
of no possible way to avoid death themselves, but by 


and to save both their city and their temple, 
zealots, the robbers, ajid the setlitioiis, would by*'*’’**™ 
to no terms of. submission. They voluntarily chose w 
reduce the ciiizens to that extremity, m to force m 
thers to this unnatural barKwity, whichf In aU 
cunistanccs, has not, 1 still suppose, been hitherto v 
.iuicie*' among the rest of mankind. 
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imp^t'Cfltionti she cast at these rapacious vil- j lieve it, and others pitied the distress which 
lains, she had provoked them to anger against the Jews were under; but there were many 
her ; hut none of them, either out of the in- of them who were lierehy induced to a more 
(lignationshehadraisedagainsthersclf, or out bitter hatred than ordinary against our na- 
of the commiseration of her case, w ould take a- tion ; — but for C»sar, he excused himself 
^-ay her life; and if she found any food, she per- jeforc God as to this matter, and said, that he 


ccived her labours were for others, and not for 
lierself ; and it was now become impossible for 
her any way to find any more food, w hile the 
famine pierced through her very bowels and 
marrow^, wlien also her passion was fired to a de- 
gree beyond the famine itself : nor did she con- 
sult with anything but with her passion and the 
necessity she was in. She then attempted a 
most unnatural thing ; and snatching up her 
son, who was a child sucking at her breast, 
she said, “ O thou miserable infant ! for whom 
shall I preserve thee in this war, this famine, 
and this sedition ? As fo the w-ar with the 
Homans, if they preserve our lives, we must 
be slaves ! This famine also will destroy us, 
even before that slavery eonies upon us ; — yet 
are these seditious rogues more terrible than 
both the other. Come on ; be thou my food, 
and be thou a fury to these seditious varlets 
and a by-word to the world, wliich is all that 
is now w'anting to complete the calamities of 
ns Jews.” As soon as she had said (his she 
slew her son ; and then roasted him, and ate 
t!>o one half of him, and k(‘j>t the other half 
by l.er concealed. Upon this the seditious 
f^ine in presently, and smelling the horrid 
scent T)f this food, they threatened her, that 
they would cut her throat immediately if she 
did not show them what food she had gotten 
ready. She replied, that she had saved a very 
lii;. portion of it for them ; and withal un- 
covered what was left of her son. Hereupon 
they were seized with a horror and amaze- 
ment of mind, and stood astonished at the 
si l>t ; when she said to them, “ This is mine 
own SOP ; and what hath been done was mine 
own dc’ng! Come, eat of this food ; for I 
li.ivc eaten of it myself ! Do not you pretent 
to be either more tender (Iran a woman, 01 
more comnassionate than a mother ; but if you 
he so sci u oulous, ajid do abominate this iny 
sacrifice, as I have eaten the one half, let llu 
rest be reserved for me also.” After wbich, 
those men went out trembling, being never so 
much allVighled at any thing as tliey were a' 
this, and with some difficulty they left the rcsi 
of that me.'’t to the mother. Upon which tin 
whole city wai-j^fiiU of this horrid action im 
mediately; and wlnle every l.mdy laid thi 
miserable case befor'j their own eyes, they 
trembled, .as if this unheard-of action had 
been done by themselves. So those that were 
thus distressed by the famine were very de- 
sirous to die ; and those already dead were 
esteemed happy, because they bad not lived 
long enough either to hear or to see such mi- 
Beries. 

5. This sad instance was quickly told to 
die Romans, some of whom could not be- 


lad proposed peace and liberty to the Jew s, 
IS well as an oblivion of all their former in- 
iolcnt practices; but that they, instead of con- 
:ord, bad chosen sedition ; instead of peace, 
ivar ; and before satiety and abundance, a fa- 
mine. 'That they bad begun with tlieir own 
ands to burn down that temple, which wo 
ave preserved hitherto; and that therefore 
-hey des<?rved to eat such food as this w^as. 
That, however, this horrid action of eating 
.)ne*s own child, ought to he covered witli the 
;)verthrow of their very country itself; and 
men ought not to leave such a city upon the 
labitable e.arth to he seen hy the sun, wherein 
mothers are thus fed, although such food be 
fitter for the fathers than for the mothers to 
‘at of, since it is they that continue still in a 
state of war against us, after tliey have un- 
dergone such miseries as these. And at the 
same time that he said this, he reiiecied on the 
lesperate condition these men must be in ; 
nor could he expect that such men could be 
recovered to sobriety of mind, after they had 
endured those very sufferings, for the avoid- 
ing whereof it only was probable tliey might 
lave re])entetl. 


CUArrEK IV. 

WIIKN TIIK BANKS WL’KE COMM.ETED, AND THE 
BATTKaiNG-HAMS BROUGHT, AND COULD DO 
NOTHING, TITUS GAVE OiUlEllS TO SET FIRE 
TO THE GA'i'ES OF THE I’EMPLE ; IN NO LONG 
TIME AFI EK WHICH. THE HOLY HOUSE H'SELF 
WAS BURNT DOWN, EVEN AC.AINST HIS CON- 
SENT. 

§ 1. And how two of the legions ha<l com- 
pleted their banks on the eighth d.ay of the 
month Lous [ Al)]. AVhereupon Titus gave or- 
ders that the battering-rams should be brought 
and set over-against the western edifice of the 
inner temple ; for belore these were brought, 
the firmest of all the otiicr engines had bat- 
tered the wall for six days together wiiliout 
ceasing, without making any impiession up- 
on it; but the vast largeness and stj'ong con- 
i nexioii of (he stones were superior to that en- 
gine, and to (he other battering-rams also. 
Other Romans did indeed undermine the 
foundations of the nortliern gate, and, after a 
world .>f pains, removed the outernmst stones, 
yet was the gate still upheld by the inner 
stones, and stood still unhurt; till the work- 
men, dApairing of all such attempts by en- 
gines and crow's, brought their ladders to the 
cloisters. Now tin Jtwvs did not interrupt 
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them in so doing ; 3ut when tliey were gotten 
up, they fell upon them and fought with them; 
some of them they thrust down, and threw 
them backwards headlong; others of them they 
met and slew ; they also beat many of those 
that went down the ladders again, and slew 
them with their swords before tliey could 
bring their shields to protect them ; nay, stHue 
of the ladders they threw down from above 
when they were full of armed men ; a great 
slaughter was matle of the Jews also at the 
same time, while those that bare tht^ ensigns 
fought hard for them, as deeming it a terrible 
thing, and what would tend to their great 
shame, if they permitted them to be stolen 
away. Yet did the Jews at length get pos- 
session of these engines, and destroyed those 
Uiat had gone up the ladders, wliile the rest 
were so intimidated by what those sulfercd 
who were slain, that they retired; although 
none of the Homans died without hav ; dont 
good service before his death. Of the sedi- 
tious, those that had fought bravely in the 
former battles, did the like now^ ; as besides 
them did Kleazar, the brother’s son of Simon 
the tyrant. Rut when Titus perceived that 
his endeavours to spare a foreign temple turn- 
ed to the damage of his soldiers and made 
them be killed, he gave order to set the gates 
on fire. 

2. In the mean time there deserted to him 
Ananus, who came from Emmaus, the most 
oloody of all Simon’s gunr(l:>f and Archelaiis, 
the son of Magadatus, they hoping to be still 
forgiven, because they left the Jews at a time 
when they were the compierors. Titus ob- 
jected this to these men, as a en lining trick 
of theirs; and as he had been informed of 
their other barbarities toward the Jews, he 
was going in all haste to have them hoili 
slain. lie told them that they were only 
driven to this desertion because of the utmost 
distress they were in, and did not come away 
of their own good disposition ; and that tho'^o 
did not deserve to he preserved, by whom 
their own city was already set on fire, out of 
which fire they now hurried themselves away. 
However, the security he had promised de- 
serters overcame his resentments, and he dis- 
missed them accordingly, though he did not 
give them the same privileges tliat he had af- 
forded to others ; and now the soldiers had 
already put fire to the gates, and the silver 
that was over them quickly carried the flames 
to the wood that was within it, whence it 
spread itself all on the sudden, and caught 
hold of the cloisters. Upon the Jews’ seeing 
this lire all about them, their spirits sunk, 
together with tl- jir bodies, and they were un- 
der such astonishment, that not one of tlicin 
made any hasie, either to liefeiid himself or 
to quench the fne, but they stood as mute 
spectators of it only. However, they did not 
lo grieve at the loss of what was now burn- 
ing as to grow wi»er thereby for the time to 


come; but as though the holy house itself 
had been on fire already, they whetted their 
passions against the Romans. This fire pre- 
vailed during that day and the next also; for 
the soldiers were not able to burn all tlie 
cloisters that were round about together at 
one time, but only by pieces, 

3. But then, on the next day, Titus com- 
manded part of his army to quench the fin*, 
and to make a road for the more easy niarcli. 
ing up of the legions, while he himself ga- 
thered the commanders together. Of those 
there were assembled the six principal per- 
sons: Tiberius Alexander, the coinmaiuKr 
[under the general] of the whole army; with 
Sextus Cerealis, the commander of the liftii 
legion ; and Larcius Lepidus, the command 
er of the tenth legion ; and Titus Frigius, 
the coiiiiiiander of the fifteenth legion : tlioe 
was also with them Eteriiius, the lender of 
the two legions that came from Alexandria - 
and Marcus Antonins Juliaiius, jirocuratoi 
of Judea : after these came together all the 
rest of the procurators anil tribunes, 'litns 
proposed to these that they should give him 
their advice what should be done about the 
holy house. Now, some of these thought it 
would be the best way to act according to the 
rules of war [and demolish it] ; because the 
Jews woulil never leave olf rebelling while 
that house was standing ; at which house it 

I was that they used to get all together. Others 
of them were of opinion, that in case lh’« 
Jews would leave it, and none of them wouM 
lay their arms up in it, he might save it; but 
tliat in case they got upon it, ami fought a!i^' 
more, he might burn it; because it must then 
he looked upon not as a holy house, but as 
citadel; and that the impiety of Iniining 
would then belong to those that forced this 
to be done, and not to them. Rut 'litm 
said, that “ alliiough tlie Jews should get 
upon that holy house, and light us theme, 
yet ought we not to revenge ourselves on 
things th.it are! inanimate, instead of the men 
themselves ;” and that he was not in any case 
for burning down so vast a work as that wa-, 
because this would be a mischief to the lio- 
inans themselves, as it would he an ornament 
to their government while it continued. So 
Fronto, and Alexander, and Cerealis, grew 
bold upon that ileclai ation, and agreed to tiie 
j opinion of Titus. J'hen w'as this asseinlily 
■dissolved, when Titus had g,iveii orders *■" 
the commanders that the rest of their forces 
should lie still; but that they should make 
use of such as w ere most courageous in this 
attack. So lie commanded that the chosen 
men tli.it were taken out of the cohorts should 
make their w-ay tlirougli the ruins, and queiul/ 
the lire. 

4. Now it is true, that on this day the 
Jews were si» weary, and under such constc.’- 
nation, that they refrained from any attacks; 
but on the next day they gathered their wla^I« 
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force together, and ran upon those that 
guarded the outward court of the temple, 
very boldly, throu<}h the east gate, and this 
{ibout the second hour of the day. These 
guards received tliat their attack with great 
bravery, and by covering themselves with 
their shields before, as if it were with a wall, 
they drew their squadrons close together ; yet 
was it evident that they could not abide there 
very long, but would be overborne by the 
multitude of those that sallied out upon them, 
and by the heat of their passion. However, 
Caesar seeing, from the tower of Antonia, that 
this squadron was likely to give way, he sent 
some chosen horsemen to support them. 
Hereupon the Jews found themselves not 
able to sustain their onset, and upon the 
slaughter of those in tlie fore-front, many of 
the rest were put to flight ; but as the lltJ- 
iiians were going off’, the Jews turned upon 
tliein and fought them; and as those Homans 
came back upon tlieni, they retreated again, un- 
til about the fifth liour of the day they were 
overborne, and shut themselves up in the 
inner [court of the] temple. 

5. So Titus retired into the tower of 
Antonia, a-nd resolved to storm tlie temple 
tlje next day, early in the morning, with 
his whole army, and to encamp round 
about the holy house ; but, as for that house, 
God had for certain long ago doomed it to 
the fire; and now that fatal day was come, 
according to tlie revolution of ages ; it was 
ilie tenth <lay of the month Lous [Ab], upon 
^\hich it was formerly burnt by the king of 
llabylon ; although these flames took their 
rise from the Jews themselves, and were oc- 
casioned by them ; for upon Titus’s retiring, 
the seditious lay still for a little while, and 
then aHacked the Romans again, wlicn those 
th u guarded the holy house fought with those 
tliat qucMched the fire that was burning in the 
iimer [court of the] temple; but these Ro- 
mans put the Jews to flight, and proceeded as 
far as tlie holy house itself. At whicli time 
one of the soldiers, w'itliout slaying for any 
ertlers, an 1 without any concern or dread up- 
on him at so great an undertaking, and being 
hurried on by a certain divine fury, snatch- 
ed somewhat out of the materials that were 
on file, and being lifted up by another soldier, 
he set fire to a golden window, through which 
there >vas a passage to the rooms tliat were 
round about tlie holy house, on the north side 
of it. As the Haines went upward tlie Jews 
made a great churiom, such as so mighty an 
allliciion required, and ran together to pre- 
vent it; and now tliey spared not tiieir lives 
any longer, nor suHered any thing to restrain 
their force, since that holy house was perish- 
ing, for whose sake it was that tliey kept such 
a guard about it. 

6. And now a certain person came running 
to Titus, and told him of tliis lire, as he was 
^■esting himself in his tent after tiie last bat- 
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tie ; whereupon he rose up in great haste, 
and, as he was, ran to the holy house, in or. 
der to have a stop put to the fire ; after him 
followed all his commanders, and after them 
followed tlie several legions, in great astonish- 
ment; so there was a great clamour and tu - 
mult raised, as was natural upon the disor- 
derly motion of so great an army. Then did 
Caesar, both by calling to the soldiers that 
were fighting, with a loud voice, and by giv - 
ing a signal to them with his right liand, or- 
der them to quench the fire ; but they did not 
he.ar what he said, though he spake so loud, 
having their ears already dinned by a greater 
noise another way ; nor did they attend to the 
signal he made with his hand neither, as still 
some of them were distracted with fighting, 
and others with passion ; but as fi:r the le- 
gions that came running thither, neither any 
persuasions nor any threatenings could re- 
strain their violence, but each one’s own pas- 
sion was his commander at this time ; and as 
they were crowding into the temple together, 
many of them w'cre trampled on V)y one ano- 
ther, wliile a great number fell among the 
ruins of llie cloistei's, which were stillhotanJ 
smoking, and were destroyed in the same mi- 
serable way with those whom tliey had con- 
quered ; and when they were come near the 
holy house, they maile as if they did not so 
much as hear Ccesar’s orders to the contrary ; 
but they encouraged those tliat were before 
them to set it on fire. As for the seditious, 
they were in too great distress already to af- 
ford their assistance [towards quenching the 
fire]; they were every where slain, and every- 
where beaten ; and as for a great part of tlie 
people, they were weak and without arms, 
and had their throats cut wherever they were 
caught. Now, round about the altar lay dead 
bodies heaped one upon another ; as at the 
steps* going up to it ran a great quantity of 
their blood, whither .also the dead bodies that 
were slain above 1 on the altar] fell down. 

7, And now, since Ctesar was no way able 
to restrain the enthusiastic fury of the soldiers, 
and the fire proceeded on more and more, he 
went into the holy place of the temple, with 
his commanders, and saw it, with what was in 
it, which ho found to be far superior to what 
the relations of foreigners contained, and not 
inferior to what we ourselves boasted of and 
believed about it ; but as the flame had not 
as yet reached to its inward parts, but was still 
j consuming the rooms that were about the holy 
I house, and Titus supposing what the fact was, 
that the house itself might yet be saved, he 
came in haste and endeavoured to persuade 

* Tht ;• steps to tlie altar of burnt-olTering seem here 
; either an improper and inaecurate expression of Jose- 
i phus, since it was unlawful to make ladder-steps (see 
I Dosoviption of the 'I'emples, chap, xiii, and note on An- 
I ii(j. b. iv, chap, viii, sect. .S); or else tliose steps or stairs 
i we now use were invented before the days of lleroti the 
! (ireat, and had been here buill by him ; though the Iii> 
j ter .lews always deny it, ami say that even Herod’s altar 
I w.is aseeiulcd to by an aeclivity'oniy. 
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the soldiers to quench the tire, and gaveorder age, or any reverence of gras ity ; hut c/iiidro,i 
to Liberaliiis the centurion, and one of those and old men, and jjro/ane persons, and priests' 

spearmen that were about him, to beat the i tvere aJI slain in the same manner j so that 
soldiers that were refractory with their staves, ' this war went round all sorts of men, and 
and to restrain them ; yet were their passions brought them to deslruction, and as well those 


too hard for the regards tlicy had for C.-esar, 
and the dread they Ijad of him who forbade 
them, as was their hatred of the Jews, and a 
certain vehement inclination to tight them, 
too hard for them also. Moreover, the hope 
of plunder induced many to go on, as having 
this opinion, that all the places within were 
full of money, and .ms seeing that all round 
about it was m f gohl ; and besides, one | 
of those that went into the place prevented | 
Ca‘sar, when he ran so hastily out to restrain 
the soldiers, and threw the fire uptin the hinges 
of the gate, in the dark ; whereby the llame 
burst out fron> will, in tl'.e holy house itself 
immediately, when t)je commanders retireih 
and Cicsar with them, and when nobody any 
Longer forbade those that were without to set 
fire to it; and thus was the holy house burnt 
down, vdihoni Cics.ir’s ai)j rubation. 

8. Now, although any one would justly 
lament the destruction tjf such a work as this 
was, since it w as the most a«lmirable of all the 
works that we have seen or hear<l of, both ft»r 
its curious structtire and its magnitude, and 
also for the vast wealth bestowed upon it, as 
*vell as for the glorit)us reputation it bad for 
its holiness ; yet might such a one comhni 
himself w ith tiiis thought, that it was fate that 
decreed it so to be, uhicii is inevitable, both 
as to living creatures and as to works and 
places also. However, otie cannot hut %vonder 
at the accuracy of thi;-, pi riod thereto relating ; 
for the same motith atid <lay were now observ- 
ed, as 1 said before, wherein the holy house 
was burnt formerly by the liabylonians. Now 
the luimher of years tiiat passed from its first 
foundation, which was laid by king Solomon, 
till this its <U si ruction, w hich happened in the 
second year of '.he reign of Vespasian, arc col- 
lected to he one thvXt^and one hundred and 
thirty, besides seven monilts and fifteen days ; 
I0id from llic second building of it, which \^as 
done by Ilaggai, in the second year of Cyrus 
the king, till its destruction under Vespasian, 
tliere were six hundred and thirty-nine years 
and forty- five days, 


CHAPTER V. 

THE GREAT DISTRESS THE JEWS WERE IN UPON 
THE CONI EAGUATION Of THE HOLY HOUSE. 
CONCERNING A FALSE PROPHET, AND THE 
SIGNS THAT PRECEDED THIS DESTRUCTION. 

^ 1. While the holy house was on fire, every 
thing was plundered that cainc to hand, and 
ten thousand of tliose that were caught were 
%lain ; nor waF there a comiiiiscratioii of any 


that made supplication for their lives, as those 
that defended themselves by fighting. The 
flame was also carried along way, and made an 
i eclio, together with the groans of those that 
.were slain; anil because this bill was high, 
land the works at the temple w-ere very great, 
one would have thought the whole city had 
been on fire. Nor can one imagine any thing 
cither greater or more terrible than this noise ; 
for there vvn> at once a shout of the Roman 
legions, who were inarching all togetlier, and 
a sad claniunr of the seditions, who w'ere now 
surrounded with fire and sw-ord. The people 
also that w ere left above w i;re btiitcn back upor. 
the enemy, and under ;• great consternation, 
and made sad moans at the calamity they WYie 
under; the multitude also that was in ihetiiy 
joined in this outcry with those that were upon 
the hill ; and besides, many of those that werd 
wo:n away by the famine, and their moutiis 
almost closed, when they saw the lire of the 
holy bouse, Hiey ex rted tiieir utmost strength, 
and brake out into groans and outci it s again ; 
Perea*' did also return the echo, as well as 
the mountains round about [the city], and 
augmented the force of the entire noise. Yet 
was the misery itself more terrible than this 
disorder; Ibr one would have tbouglit that 
the hill itself, on which the temjile stood, 
was seething-hot, as full of lire on every pait 
of it, that the blood was larger in (pianiity 
than the fire, and those that were slam icoie 
in number than those that skwv them ; for the 
ground did nowhere appear visible, Ibr the 
dead bodies that lay on it; hut the soldicis 
wtmt over lieajis of these bodies, as they laii 
upon suih O', lied from them. And now it 
was that the niuliitude of ibe robbers were 
thrust out ; of tlie inner court of the temple] 
by the Romans, and bad inucb ado to get into 
the outer court, and from thence into the eiiy, 
while the remainder of the populace lied itiia 
the cloister of that outer court. As for tiic 
juiests, some of them plucked up IVoin tJic* 
holy house the s]iikc.sf that were npoii it, 
with their bases, wbicli were made of lead, 
and shot tbein at the Romans im teail of daits. 
But ibcn as they gained nothing by so doing, 

♦ This Ferca, if the word Ik? noi inisUikcMi in i.hu 
copies, euniKit well he that I'erea which was heyoud Jor- 
dan, the mountains of which were at a eoiisiderabk' 
distance from Jord.'in, and much too remote from .Imi- 
Salem to join in this echo at the conllagratioii of ihe 
temple; hut IVrea must he rather some inoimlaiiis In'- 
yond the brook l edron, as was the Mount of (Ilivo.s 
'or some others about such a distance fiorn Jerusalem ; 
which observation is so obvious, that it is a wonder our 
cumineiitatoi.') here take iio notice of it. 

f llclaiid, 1 think, here judj'cs well, when he inter 

f )rels these spikes (of tliose lliai stood on the lop ot tl'« 
loly house) with viiarp points: they were lixisl int‘* 
lead, to-proveiit th.' biids from sitting tlw?re, and detd- 
ing the holy house ; for sui h spikes there were now un- 
oii it, as Josephus himself hath already assured us, 

V, ell, V, »et!t. d. 
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nd as the fire burst out upon tliein, they re* to see, or minds to consider, did not rogHrd 
tired to the wall that was eight cubits broad, the denunciations that God made to them, 
and there they tarried ; yet did two of these 'I’hus there was a star resembling a sword, 
of eminence among tlieiii, who might have wdiich stood over the city, and a comet, tl»at 
saved themselves by going overtothe lioinaii.s, continued a whole ycar.f Thus'alsu, before 
or have borne up with courage, and taken their the Jews’ rebell , and betbre those commo- 
fortune witli the others, throw themselves into tions which preceded the war, when the peo- 
the fire, and were burnt together with the holy pic were come in great crowds to the fea>t of 
bouse ; their names were Meii us the son of unleavened bread, on the eighth day of the 
Belgas, and Joseph tlie son of Dakms. month Xanthicus ^ [Nisan], and at the ninth 

2. And now the Homans, judging that it hour of the niglit, so great a light shone round 
was in vain to spare what w-as round about the the altar ami liie lioly liouse, that it appeared 
holy house, burnt all those places, as also the to be bright day-time; wliich light lasted for 
remains ot the cloisters and the gates, two ex- half an hour. This light seemed to be a good 
cepted ; the one on the east side, and the other a to the unskilfid, but was so interpreted 
on the south ; both which, however, they burnt by the sacred scribes, as to portend those 
afterw'ard. They also burnt down liie treasury- events that follow-ed immediately iipun it. At 
chambers, in which was at» immense quantity the same festival also, a heifer, as she was led 
of money, and an immense number of gar- by the high-priest to be sacrificed, brought 
ments, and otlier precious goods, there reprr- forth a lamb in the midst of the temple, 
sited; and, to speak all in a few words, there Moreover, the eastern gate of the inner [court 
it was that the entire riches of tlie Jews were of the j temple, which was of brass, and vast- 
heaped up together, while the rich people had ly heavy, ami had been with ilifiiculty shut 
there built llieinselves chambers [to contain by twenty men, and rested upon a basis arm- 
such furniture]. 'J'he soldiers also came to ‘d with iron, and had holts histened very ileep 
the rest of the cloisters that were in the outer into the firm floor, w hich there made of 
[court of the] temple, w liither the women and one entire stone, was seen to he opened of it# 
children, and a great mixed multitude of the own accord about tlie sixth hour of the night, 
people fled, in number about six thousand. Now, those that kept watch in the temple 
Hut before Ctesar had determined any thing came hereupon running to the captain of the 
about these peo]de, or given the commanders temple, and told him of it ; who then came 
any orders relating to tiiein, tlie soUliers werejup thither, and not without great ditficulty, 
in such a rage, that they set the cloister on was able to shut the gate again. This also 
fire; by which means it came to p.iss tliat | appeared to the vulgar to he a very happy 
some of these w ere destroyed by throwing j prodigy, as if God did tliereliy open them the 
tl.’eiiiselves down headlong, and some were gate of happiness. Hut the men of learning 
burnt in tiic cloisters themselves. Nor did understood it, that the security of their holy 
any one ol them escape w ith his life. A false i house ^vas dissolved of its own accord, and 
prophet * was the occasion of these people’s that the gate w'as opened fo'- the advantage of 
de-' ruction, who had made a public proela* their enemies. So these publicly declared, 
inaiion in (he city that very day, that God that this signal foreshow etl the desolation that 
commandevl them to get uji upon the temple, was coining upon them. liesides these, a few 
and that there they slioiild reCi'ivo niiiaeu- days after that feast, on the one-aiul-twenti- 
lous signs of their deliverauce. Now, there eih day of the month Artemisius [Jyar], a 
was I'.ieii a great niinibi r of false jnophets sub- certain prod'gious and incredible pheiiome- 
orned by t ie tyrants to impose upon tlie peo- non ajipeared ; 1 supiiose the account of it 
pie, wlio denounced this to them, th.it they woulil seem to he a fable, were it not related 
should wait for deli vera nee from God ; and this by those that saw it, and w ere not the events 
was in order to keep them fi\)m deseiting, and that followed it of so considerable a nature as 
that they might be Imoyed up above fear and (o deserve such signals; for, before sun-set 
care by such hopes. Now, a man that is in ting, chariots and troops of soldiers in their 
adversity do^ easily comply with such pro- I mu'oiir were seen running about among the 
mises ; for w such a seducer makes him j clouds, and sut rounding of cities. Moreover, 
believe that he "shall be delivered from those at that feast wliich we call Tentecost, as the 


miseries which opple^s him, then it is that the 
patient is full of hopes of such deliverance. 

d. Thus were the miserable people persuaded 
by these deceivers, and such as belied God 
himself ; while tliey did not attend, nor give 
credit, to the signs tfiat wore so evident, and 
did so plainly foretell their future desolation ; 
but, like men infatuated, without either eyes 

* Reland here justly takes notice that these Jews 
who had despised tlir true Prophet, were deservedly a- 
Dusetl and deluded by ihcse tabe ones. 


f Whether .fosephus tneaiis th.vt this sUr was differ- 
ent from the eoinct which lasted a whole year, I cannot 
certainly detenu inc. His words most favour their be- 
ing different one from another. 

i Sinee Jose)ihu$ still uses the SyrcvMucedonian 
mouth .X.tiiUueus for the Jewish mouth Nisan, this 
eighth, or, .as Nieephorus reads it, this ninth of Xanlhi- 
eu.s, or Nisau, was almost a week befoie the Passo\e.', 
on the fouvleenlh ; about which time w e learn from SU 
John that many used to go “ out of the eouniry to Je- 
lusalem, to purify thenisolves,” John xi, .W, with xii, 
1 ; in agreement with Jostqihus also, book v, cli. iii, «a:U 
1. And it might well be, that in the sight of these tiu» 
extraordinary Tight migJit appear. 
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priests were going by night into the inner • 
[court of the] temple, as their custom was, to 
perform their sacred ministrations, they said 
that, in the first place, they felt a quaking, 
and heard a great noise, and after that they 
heard a sound as of a great multitude, say- 
ing, “ Let us remove hence.*’ Rut, what is 
still more terrible, there was one Jesus, the 
sun of Anamis, a plebeian and a husbandman, 
who, four years before the war began, and at 
a time when the city was in very great peace 
and prosperity, came to that feast whereon 
it is our custom for every one to make taber- 
nacles to God in the temple, f began on a 
sudden to cry aloud, “ A voice from the 
east, a voice from the west, a voice from the 
four winds, a voice against Jerusalem and the 
holy house, a voice against the bridegrooms 
and the brides, and a voice against this 
whole people !” This w’as his cry, as he 
went about by day and by night, in all the 
lanes of the city. However, certain of the 
most eminent among the populace had great 
indignation at this dire cry of his, and took up 
the man, and gave him a great number of se- 
vere stripes ; yet did not lie either say any 
thing for himself, or any thing peculiar to 
those that chastised him, but still he went on 
with the same words which he cried before. 
Hereupon our rulers supposing, as the case 
proved to be, tliat lliis was a sort of divine fury 
in the man, brought Jiiin to the Roman pro- 
curator; where he was whipped till liis bones 
were laid bare; yet did he not make any sup- 
plication for himself, nor shed any tears, but 
turning his voice to tlie most lamentable tone 
possible, at every stroke of the whip his an- 
swer was, “ W oj wo to Jerusalem !” And 
when Alhinus (/or he v>as then our procura- 
tor) asked him, Who he was t and whence he 
came ? and why he uttered such words ? he 
made no manner of reply to what he said, but 
still dill not leave oil' his melancholy ditty, till 
Aliiinus took him to be a madman, and dis- 
missed him. Now', during all the time that 
passed before the war l)ega*u, this man did 
not go near any of the citizens, nor was seen 
by them while he said so; but he every day 
uttered lliesc lamentable words, as if it were 
his premeditated vow, “ Wo, wo to Jeru- 
salem i” Nor did he give ill words to any 
of those that heat him every day, nor good 
words to those that gave him food ; but this 
was his reply to all men, and indeed no other 
than a melancholy presage of what was to 

» This here seems fo be the eourt of the priests. 

f Both U eland .-md I lavercaiiip in this plaice alur the 
natural piiiictiiat'oM and .sense of .losephus, and tliis 
contr. ry to the onmion of Valesius and l)r. Hudson, lest 
Jo.sephns shot. Id njiy that I'he .1 s bidll booths f)r tents 
within tlie temple at thf feast of lati na.'les: which the 
later rahbiiis wj'l not allow lo have be . the ancient 
practice: hut then, since it is exjiiessly i I us in Nche- 
iniah, eh. viii, lb’, that in still elder tii ‘ the Jews 
iriade booths in the courts of the> hi of Uod” at that 
festival, Josej)hiJs may well perunltcd to say the 
Sitii.c. And 'I, ilie modern rabbins are of very 

small autliuiity n iM such niattm of remote antupiity 


come. This cry of his was the loudest at the 
festivals ; and he continued this ditty for se- 
ven years and five months, without grow'itig 
hoarse, or being tired therewith, until the 
very time that he saw his presage in em riost 
fulfilled in our siege, when it ceased ; for as 
he was going round upon the wall, he cried 
out with his utmost force, “ Wo, wo to thu cify 
again, and to the people, and to the holy 
house!” And just as he added at the last,— 
“ Wo, wo to myself also !” there came a stone 
out of one of the engines, and smote him, 
and killed him immediately : and as he was 
uttering the very same presages, he gave up 
the ghost. 

4. Now’, if any one consider these things, 
he will find that God takes care of mankind, 
and by all ways possible foreshows to our 
i race what is for their preservation; but tJiat 
inen perish by those miseries which they mad. 
ly and voluntarily bring upon themselves 
for the Jews, by demolishing the tower of 
Antonia, had made their temple four. square, 
while at the same time they had it written in 
their sacred oracles, — “ That then should 
their city be taken, as w ell as their holy house, 
when once their temple should become four 
square.' Rut now vvhat did most elevate 
them in undertaking this war, was an ainhi- 
guous oracle that was also found in their sa- 
cred writings, Jiow, “about that time, o.»ie from 
flieir country sliould become governor of tfV 
habitable earth.” 'J'lie Jews took this pre- 
diction to belong to themselves in particular 
and many of the wise men were thereby de- 
ceived in their determination. No this 
oracle certainly denoted the governmetit 
Vespasian, who was appointed emperor 
Judea. However, it is not po.ssible for ini 
to avoid fate, although they see it beforeliaiuJ. 
Rut tin men inlerpieted some of these sig- 
nals according to their own })leasure* ; ami 
some of them they utterly desjii.sed, until their 
madness was demonstrated, both by the tak- 
ing of their city and their own desiructioii. 


CHARTER VI. 

now TIIK ROMAN.S CAKlttKf) TIIJ-IU KNS]GN'.S TO 
THK TK.MIMJ;, AM) MABL JOYf UL ACCT-AMA- 
TIONS TO TITUS. THK SPUIX'll THAT TITUS 
MAUK TO THK JKtVS \VHL\ TllKY MADY 
SUPl'UICATION FOR MKIUIY. V/HAT llEffY 
TIIKY MADK THERKTO ; AND HOW THAT Ki:- 
IM.Y MOVED TTTUS’S INDIGNATION AGAINST 
THEM. 

§ 1. And nowr the Romans, upon the flight of 
the seditious into the city, and upon tlieburu- 
ing of the holy house itself, and of all tlie 
buildings round about it, brought their en- 
signs to the temple,* and set them over-agaiiiut 

* Take? Havcrcamp’s note here. •* 'fhis (says he) is 
remarkable i»laee ; and 'Tertiiliian truly says in lus Aim 
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its eastern gate ; and there did they offer sa- 
crifices to them, and there did they make Ti- 
tus imperator,* ^ith the greatest acclamations 
of joy. And now all the soldiers had such 
vast quantities of the spoils which they had 
gotten by plunder, that in Syria a pound 
weight of gold was sold for half its former 
value, lint as for those priests that kept 
themselves still upon the wall of the holy 
house, f there was a boy that, ont of the thirst 
he was in, desired some of the Roman guards 
to give him their right hands as a security for 
his life, and confessed he w'as very thirsty. 
These guards commiserated his age, and the 
distress he was in, and gave him their right 
hands accordingly. So he came down him- 
self, and drank some water, atui filled the ves- 
sel he had with him when he catne to them 
with water, aitd then went off, and fled away 
to his own friends ; nor could any of those 
guards overtake him ; but still they reproach- 
ed him for his perfidiousness. To which he 
made this answer : — “ I have not broken the 
agreement; for the security I had given me 
was not in order to my staying with you, but 
only in order to my coming down safely, and 
taking iq) some water ; both which things I 
have performed, and thereupon thli»k myself 
to have been faithful to my engagement.** 
Hereupon those wdiom the child had imposed 
ujmn admired at his cunning, and that on ac- 
<rf)iint of his a„.. On the fifth day aftcr- 
./artf, the priests that were pined with the fa- 
mine came down, and when they were brought 
to Titus by the guards, they begged for their 
lives : but he replied, that the time of pardon 
w'as over as to tliem ; and that this very holy 
house, wii whoso account only they could 
justly liopo to be preserved, was destroyed ; 
and thill it was agreeable to their olHce that 
piiests should perish wdth the house itself to 
which ihoy belonged. So he ordered them to 
be put lo death. 

*2. 15ut as for the tyrants tlicmsclvos, and 
Ihc e that were with them, when they found 
that thc} were encompassed on every side, 
and, as it were, walled round, without any 
method of csc.ipittg, they desired to treat with 
Titus byword of mouth. Accordingly, such 
was the kindness of his nature, and his desire 
of preserving the city from destruction, join- 
ed to th idvicc of his friends, wh 
thought t. obbers were come to a temper, 
tliat he placet! blmsclf on the western side of 

logctic, ch. XVI, p. k;?, tliat the entire lelifoonof the 
Roman cjiinp .liniost consisted in worsliij»pi',i»j the en- 
signs, in swearing by the ensigns, anti iti jireferring the 
ensigns before all the [other I gods.” Set wliat Haver- 
ciunp says upon tliat plaee of Tertullian. 

* This declaring fit ns imnerator by the soldiers, up- 
on such signal snceess, and tno shivighter of such a v.-ist 
nuinbi’r of enemies, was affording to the usual pnictiec 
ot the Romans in like cases, as Relaiul assures us on 
this platic. 

+ The .lews of later times agree with .Josephus, that 
there were hiding places or si'cret chambers atiout the 
holy house, as Relatitl heiciiilonns us, where he thinks 
he has found tl.csc cry walls deserihetl hv them. 


the outer [court of the] temple ; for there 
were gates on that side above the Xystus, and 
a bridge that connected the upper city to the 
temple. This bridge it was that lay between 
the tyrants and Caesar, and parted them ; 
while the multitude stood on each side ; those 
of the Jewish nation about Simon and John, 
with great hope of pardon ; and the Romans 
about Ciesar, in great expectation how Titus 
would receive their supplication. So Titus 
charged his soldiers to restrain their rage, 
iiid t«> let their darts alone, and appointed an 
interpreter between them, which was a sign 
that he was the conqueror, and first began 
the discourse, and said, “ I hope you, sirs, 
are now satiated with the miseries of your 
country, who have not had any just notions, 
cither of our great power, or of your own 
jrcat weakness ; hut have, like madmen, af- 
ter a violent and inconsiderate manner, made 
nch attempts, as have brought your people, 
your city, and your holy house, to destruc- 
tion. You have been the men that have 
never left oil' rebelling since I’ompcy first 
conquered you; and have, since that time, 

' open war with the Romans. Have 
you depended on your multitude, while a 
very small part of the Roman soldiery have 
been strong enough for you ? Have you re- 
lied on the fidelity of your confederates ? 
and what nations are there, out of the limits 
of our dominion, that would choose to a.ssist 
the Jews before tlie Romans ? Are your bo- 
dies stronger than ours nay, you know that 
the [strong] Germans themselves are our 
servants. Have you stronger walls than we 
have ^ Pray, what greater obstacle is there 
thaiv the wall of the ocean, with which the 
Hritons are encompassed, and yet do adore 
the arms of the Romans Do you erceeii 
us in courage of soul, and in the sagacity of 
your commanders ? Nay, indeed, you can- 
not but know that the very Cariliaginians 
have been conquered by us. It can therefore 
be nothing certainly but the kindness of us 
Romans which hath excited you against us; 
who, in the first place, have given you this 
laud to possess; and, m the next place, have 
set over you kings of your own nation ; and, 
in tlie third place, have preserved the laws of 
your forefathers to you, and have witlial per- 

*d you to li e, cither by yourselves or a-. 

^ others, it should please you ? and, 
what is our chief favour of all, we have given 
you leave to gather up that tribute which is 
paid to God, ^ with such other gifts that are 
dedicated to him ; nor ha 'e we called those 
that carried these donations to account, nor 
prohibited them ; till at length you became 
richer than w'e ourselves, even when yon w'ere 
our enemies; and you made preparations for 

Spanheim notes here, that tlic Romans nswl to 
perinit the Jews to oolleet their -aered tribute, and 
ssend it to Jerusalem ; of which "r have had nhimdatit. 
evidence in Josephus alreaily other ocea-sioiv^. 
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war against us with our own money: nay, | my soldiers, when they were set upon your 
after all, when you were in the enjoyment of | slaughter, from their severity against you. 
all these advantages, you turned your too After every victory I persuaded you to peace, 
greatpleiity against those that gave it you, aiKl as tliough 1 had been myself cofupicred. 
like merciless serpents, have thrown out your When I came near your temple I again de- 
poison against those that treated you kindly, parted from the laws of war, and exhorted yon 
I suppose, therefore, that you might despise to spare your own sanctuary, and to preserve 
the slothfulness of N* ro, and, like limbs of your holy house to yourselves. I allowed yo 
the body that are broken or dislocated, you a quiet exit out of it, and security for your 
did then lie quiet, waiting for some other preservation: nay, if you had a miiul, I gave 
time, though still witli a malicious intention, you leave to fight in another place. Yet have 
and have now shown your distemper to be you still despised every one of my proposals, 
greater than ever, and liave extended your and have set fire to your lioly house with youi 
desires as far as your impudent and immense own hands. And now, vile wretches, do you 
liopcs would enable you to do it. At this | desire to treat w ith me by w ord of mouth ? ^’o 
time my father came into this country, not what purpose is it that you would save such 
with a design to punish you for w'hat you a holy house as this was, which is now di'stroy . 
had done under Cestiiis, hut to admonish 1 cd ? What preservation can you now de 
you ; for, had he come to overthrow your iia- 1 after the destruction of your temple ? Yet 
tioti, he had run direjtly to yotir fiunitain- ■ do you stand still at this very time in your 
head, aixl had iinn)ediately laid this city ’ armour ; nor can you bring yourselves so 
waste; wliercas he went and burnt Galilee I much as to pretend to be supplicants even in 
and the neiglihouring parts, ami therehy gave this your utmost extremity ! O miserable cre i- 
you time for repentance; which instance of lures! what is it yon depend on ? Are not 
humanity you took for an argument Of his your people dead? is not yuur holy house 
weakness, and nourished up your impudence ! gone ? is not your city in rny power? and 
by our mildness. When Nero was gone out. are not your own very lives in inj hands ? 
of the world, you did as the wickedest ! And . ini still deem it a part of valour to 
wretches would liavo done, and encouraged ' die However, I will not imitate your mad- 
yoursclves to act against us by our civil dis- ^ ness. If you throw down your arms, and de- 
sensioiis, j j abused that time, when both I ; liver up your bodies to me, I grant you your 
and my father were gone away to Egypt, j lives ; and I will act like a mild master of a 
to make preparations for this war. Nt»r family ; what cannot be healed sball be j)nn- 
were you ashamed to raise (ii'.tui bailees a- ; islied, and the n-st I will preserve for iny own 
gainst us when w'c were nuule emperor’s, and use.” 

this while you had exjrc rienced how' mild we ' 3* To the offer of 'i’itus they m;>do this 

had been, when we w.ji** no more than gene- reply : — Thut they could not accept of it, be- 
rals of the army ; but wlien the governmen cause they hud sw’orn never to lio so; hut 
devolved Jp( id all othr people llu desired they might. Irave leave to 

did thereupon lie quiet, anil even foreign na- | through the wall that Irad lieen made about 
tions sent embassies, and congnituiated our ! them, wu’th their wives and eliildien; for that 
access to the government, then did you Jews | they would go into the desert, and leave the 
show yourselves to be oiir enemies. You * city to him. .\t this Tiiiis bad great indig- 
sent embassies to those of yonr nation that are | nation ; that, wlieii they wei i! in the case of 
beyond Euphrates, to assi.'.t you in your rais- ! men already taken captives, they should pre- 
ing disturbance new walls wei’e built by tend to make their own terms with him as if 
you round you. city, sedition.s arose, and one they had been coiKpierors ! So lie ordered this 
tyrant contended against another, and a civil proclamation to be made to them, That tlu v 
war broke out among you ; such, indeed, as >;liould no more come out to him as dcs.erteis, 
became none but so w icked a people as you | nor hope for any farther '■eenrity ; for that lie 
are. I then came to this city, as unwillingly would henceforth spare nobody, hut fight them 
sent by v.'.y latiier, ami received nieiaticboly with bis whole army and that they must save 
injunctions from him. When I heard that , themselves us well as they could ; for that he 
the people were disposed peace, J rejoiced would from henceforth tieal tlibm according 
at it: 1 exhoited you to leave off these pro- ; to the laws of w.ir. So he gave orders to the 
ceediugs befoie I began thi> w'ar 1 spared soldiers both to burn and to plunder the city ; 
you even when you had fought against me a ^ who did nothing indeed that ilay ; but on (he 
great while ; I gave rny right h ind as security next day they set lire to the repository of the 
to the deserters; i observed what 1 hud pro- archives, to Acra, to the council-house, ami to 
inised faithfully. When they fird to me, I the* place called Ophlas ; at w’hicli time the 
had compassion of many of tho-.e that 1 had fire proceedetl as far as the palace of queen 
taken captive; I tortured those that w'ere Helena, which was in the middle of Acra : 
eager for war, in order to restrain them. It i the lanes also were burnt down, as were also 
was unwillingly tliai. I brought my engines of | those houses that were full of the dead hodicn 
war against your walls; I always prohibited of such as were destroyed by famine 



WARS OK THK JEWS. 


CHAP. vn. 




4, On tlie same tlay it was that the sons 
and brethrtMi of Izates tiie king, together with 
niany others of the eminent men of the popu- 
lace, got together there, and besought Caesar 
to give them his right hand for their security. 
Upon which, though he was very angry at ail 
tl)at were now remaining, yet did he not lay 
aside his old moderation, but received these 
men. At that time, indeed, he kept them all 
in custody, hut still hound the king’s sons and 
kinsman, and led them with him to Rome, in 
order to make them hostages for their coun- 
try’s fidelity ro the Roinan.s. 


CllAlM'Ell VII. 

wiiAT ArnaiWAiiDs hkfkl the seditious, 
WHEN THEY HAD DONE A GREAT DEAL OF 
MISCHIEF, AND SUFFEllED MANY MISFOR- 
TUNES : AS ALSO HOW C.K.SAR BECAME MAS- 
TER OF THE UlTER CITY. 

§ 1. And now the seditious rushed into the 
royal iialace, into which many had put their 
ctfects, because it w-as so strong, and drove 
die Ilonicuis away from it. They tUso slew 
all the people that had crowded into it, who 
were in luimher about eight thousand four 
Imndreil, and plundered them of what (hey 
had. 'riiey also took two of the ilonians 
alive ; tlie one was a horseman, and the other 
a footman. They then cut the throat of the 
toittman, and immeiliately had him drawn 
tlirongh the uhole city, as revenging them- 
selves upon tlie whole body of llic Romans 
hy this oiio iiist.iuce. liut the horseman sai(l 
he had somewhat to suggest to them, in or- 
i! r to ilieir preservation ; whereupon he was 
lit . ught before Simon ; but he having nothing 
to say ».bcii he was there, he was delivered to 
Vrdala., one of his commanders, to be pun 
idled, wlio bound his hands behind him, and 
put :i riband over liis eyes, and then brought 
l.iui tint over-against the Romaii.s, as intend- 
ing to cu oir his head. Rut llie man pre- 
vented that ev.-eutlon, and ran away to the 
Romans, and this while the Jewi>.li execniiuner 
was drawing out his sword. Now vUicti he 
was gotten away from the enemy, Titus could 
not think of putting him to death ; but be- 
cause he Vi. ’lied him unwoitliy of being a 
Roman soldie*r any longer, on account th.it 
he had been taken alive by the enemy, he took 
away his arms, and ejected him out of the 
legion whereto lie had beio.iged j which, to one 
that had a sense ol* shame, was a penalty se- 
verer than death itself. 

iJ. On the next day the Romans drove the 
robbers out of the lower city, and set all on 
fire as far as Silo.im. The.>e soldiers were 
indeed glad to see the city destroyed. But 
they missed the plunder- because the seditious 
hud carried oil ;dl their clfecti., and were re- 


tired into the upper city ; for they did not yet 
at all repent of the mischiefs they had done, 
but were insolent, as if they had done well j 
for, as they saw the city on fire, they appeared 
cheerful, and put on joyful countenances, in 
expectation, as they said, of deatli to end their 
miseries. Accordingly, as the people were 
now slain, the holy house was burnt down, 
and the city was on fire, there was nothing 
farther left for the enemy to do. Yet did not 
Josephus grow weary, even in this utmost ex. 
tremity, to beg of them to spare what was left 
of the city ; he spake largely to them about 
their barbarity and impiety, and gave them his 
advice, in order to their escape, though he 
gained nothing thereby more than to be laugh- 
ed at by them ; and as they could not think 
of surrendering themselves up, because of tin 
oath they laid taken, nor w'ere strong cnougl 
to fight with the Romans any longer upon the 
square, as being surrounded on all sides, and 
a kind of prisoners alriatly, yet were they so 
accustomed to kill people, that they could not 
restrain their right hands from acting accord- 
ingly. So they dispersed themselves before 
the city, and laid themselves in ambush a- 
mong its ruins, to catch those that at'.empted 
to desert to the Horiiaiis ; accordingly many 
such deserters were caught by them, and were 
all slain ; for tliesc were too weak, by reason 
of their want of food, to fly away from them 
so their dead bodies were t.irown to the dogs. 
Now every sort of death was Uioiight more to- 
K rable than the famine, insomuch that, though 
the Jews despaired now of mercy, yet w'ould 
they Hy to the Romans, and would themselve.s, 
even of their own accord, fall among the mur- 
derous rebels also. Nor was there any place 
in the city that had no dead bodies in it, but 
what was entirely covered with those that w’vre 
killed either by the famine or the reovdlion ; 
and all was full of the dead bodies of such 
as havl perished, either by that sedition or by 
that famine. 

3. now the last hope whicli supported 
the tyrants and that crew of robbers vxlio were 
with them, was in the caves and caverns under 
ground; whitlser, if they could once fly, they 
did notexi)eci Ui be searcheil for; but endea- 
voured, that after the whole city should be 
. destroyed, and the Romans gone away, they 
might come out again, and escape from them. 
This was no better than a dream of theirs; for 
they were not able to lie liiii either from God 
oi from the Roinan.s. However, they depend- 
ed on these umler-groiind subterfuges, and 
set more places on fire than did the Romans 
themselves; and those tiiat fled out of their 
houses thus set on fire, into ditches, they 
killed vxilhout mercy, and pillaged them also; 
and if they discovered food belonging to any 
one, tlicy seized upon it and swallowed it 
down, together with their blood also ; nay, 
they were now come to fight one with another 
about tbeii* plunder ; and 1 cannot but think 
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that, had not their destruction prevented it, 
their barbarity would have made them taste 
of even the dead bodies themselves. 


CHAPTER VI 11. 

HOW C^.SAH UAISEI) BANKS ROUND ABOUT THE 
UPPER CITY,* AND WHEN THEY WERE COM- 
PLETED, GAVE ORDERS FOR THE MACHINES 
TO BE BROUGHT. HE THEN POSSESSED HIM- 
SELF OF THE WHOLE CITY. 

§ 1. Now', when Ca’sar perceived that the 
upper city was so steep, that it could not pos- 
sibly be taken without raising banks aga*Inst 
it, he distributed the several parts of that work 
among liis army, and this on the tw'ontieth 
day of the mouth Lous [Ab\ Now, the car- 
riage of the materials was a diflicult task, 
since all the trees, as I have already told you, 
that were about the city, within llie distance 
of a hundred furlongs, liad their branches cut 
oir already, in order to make the former banks. 
The w orks that belonged to the four legions 
w'ero erected on the west side of the city, 
over-agalnst the royal palace ; but the whole 
body of the auxiliary troops, with the rest of 
the multitude that were v/ith them, [erected 
their banks] at-thc Xystiis, v/hencetlK*y reach- 
ed to the bridge, and that tower of Simon, 
W'hich he had bijilt as a citadel for himself 
against John, wlicn they were at war one with 
another. 

2. It was at this time that the commander* 
of the Idumeans got together privately, and 
took counsel about surrendering up them- 
selves to the Romans, Accordingly, they 
sent five men to Titus, and entreated him t«) 
give them his right hand for their security. 
So Titus thinking that the tyrants would 
yield, if the Idumeans, upon wfioni a great 
part of the w'ar depended, were once with- 
drawn from them, after some reluctance and 
delay, complied with them, and gave them se- 
curity for their lives, and sent tlie five men 
back ; but as these Idumeans were preparing 
to march out, Simon perceived it, and imme- 
diately slew the five men that had gone to 
Titus, and took their cornmanders, and put 
them in prison, of whom tlie most eminent 
was J.acob, the son of Sosas ; but as for the 
multitude of the Idumeans, v'hodid not at all 
know what to do, now their commanders 
were taken from them, he had them watched, 
and secured the walls by a more numerous 
garrison. Yet could not tiiat garrison resist 
those that were deserting ; for altliough a great 
number of them were slain, yet were the de- 
serters many more in number. These w'ere 
all received by the Romans, because 'Htus 
bimself grew negligent as to his former orders 

That is. Mount Sion. 


for killing them, and because the very soldiers 
grew weary of killing them, and because they 
hoped to get some money by sparing them • 
for they left only the populace, and sold the rest 
of the inultitude,f with their wives and chi), 
dren, and every oneof them at a very low price 
and that because such as were sold were very 
many, and the buyers very few ; and ahhouoh 
Titus had made proclamation beforehand 
that no deserter should come alone by him- 
self, that so they might bring out their fatni. 
lies with them, yet did he receive such as these 
also. However, he set over them such as 
were to distinguish some from others, in or. 
der to see if any of them deserved to be ])nn- 
ished ; and indeed the number of those tluu 
were sold was immense; but of the ])opulacp 
above forty i id were saved, wliom CVe- 

sar let go whilher every one of them pleased. 

3. But now at this time it was that one of 
the priests, the son of Thebnthus, whose name 
was Jesus, upon his having security given 
him, by the oath of Caesar, that he should be 
preserved, upon condition that lie should de- 
liver to him certain of the jirecioiis things that 
had been reposited in the temple,^ came out 
of it, and delivered him from the wall of (he 
holy house two candlesticks like to those that 
lay in the holy house, with tables, and cis. 
terns, and vials, all made of solid gold, and 
very heavy. Tic also delivered to liim the 
veils and the garments, with the jireciou' 
stones, and a great number of other precious 
vessels that belonged to their sacred worsliip, 
The treasurer of tlie temple also, whose nami' 
was Phineas, was seized on, and sJiowcd Ti- 
tus tlie coats and girdles of tlie jiriesls, with 
great quantity of purple and scarlet, which 
were there reposited for the uses of the veil, 
as also a great deal of cinnamon and ca^^i;i, 
with a large fjuantity of other sweet sj.ices,§ 
which used to be mixed together, and ofi’ered as 
incense to God every day. A great many otlii r 
treasures were also delivered to liim, Mif/i sa- 
cred ornaments of the temple not .a fi w ; 
which things thus delivered to Titus, obtain- 
ed of him for this man the same pardon that 

f This inmuTierahle multitude of .Jews that were* 

sold” l>y the Itouiaris, wc?re an eminent eonipletioii ot 
(hat’s ancient threatenin;; by Moses, that if they aposta- 
tized from the olxrdieiiee to his laws, tlu'y shi)ulil l)e 
‘•sold unto their enemies for hondmen and hondwo- 
meii." Deut. xxviii, (j8. .See more espeeially the note 
oil eh. ix, ht;et. i?. IJut one thmi; hei<: is peculiarly u - 
mavkahle, that Mosi's adds, — Thou|'h they should Ik: 
“ .sold” for «laves, yet " no man should buy lliem i. 
cither tlicy should have none to redei'in tliem from this 
sale into slavery; or rather that the slaves to be si'ni 
should Ik* more than were the purchasers for them, and 
so they should he sold for little or nothing ; whieli is 
what Jo.sephus hereaJfirrns to Jiavc been the case at tins 
time. 

t What became of these spoils of the twnple tfiat es- 
caped the fire, see .Josephus himself hereafter, h. viu ch- 
V, sect. 5, and H eland //r Spoliis Tenipli, p. l i'ti— U>f<. 

^ These various sorts of s\uees, even tnorejhan tliose 
four which Moses prescribed (Exod. xxxi, gh. ^ 
were used in their public worshiji under Herod 9 teui' 
pie, partieuiarly eimiamon and cassia; which Hchina 
take* partic ular notice of, as agreeing with the latter 
tcsUniuny of the 'J’almndists. 
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he had allowed to such as deserted of their 
own accord. 

4. And now were the banks finislied on the 
seventh day of the month Gorpieus [Elul], in 
eighteen days* time, when the Romans brought 
their machines against the wall ; but for the 
seditious, some of tlieni, as despairing of sav- 
ing tlie city, retired from the wall to the cita- 
del ; others of them went down into the sub- 
terranean vaults, though still a great many of 
them defended themselves against those that 
brought the engines for the battery ; yet did 
the Romans overcome thciii by their number 
and by their strength ; and, what was the 
principal thing of all, by going cheerfully 
al>out their work, while the Jews were quite 
dejected and become weak. Now, as soon as 
a part of the wall was battered down, and cer- 
tain of the towers yielded to the impression 
of the battering-rams, those that opposed 
themselves fled away, and such a terror 
upon the tyrants, as was much greater than 
the occasion required ; for before the en- 
emy got over tlie breach they were quite 
stunned, and were immediately for flying 
away ; and now one might see these men, 
wlio liad hitherto been so insolent and arro- 
gant in their wicked practices, to be casi 
down and to tremble, insomuch that it woulc 
pity one’s heart to observe the ciiange tha 
was made in those vile persons. Accordingly 
tliey ran with great violence upon the Ro- 
man w'all that encompassed them, in order to 
force away those that guarded it, and to break 
through it, and get away; but when they saw 
that those vvljo had formerly been faithful to 
them, had gone away (as indeed they were 
fled whiificrsoever the great distress they w’cri 
in p^’isuaded them to flee) as also when thos' 
’hat came running before the rest told their 
lijat tile western wall was entirely overthrown 
while odiers said the Uoinans were gotten ij 
and Olliers that they were near, and lookin 
out for them, which were only (he dictates c 
their fear which imposed upon their sight 
they fel’ upon their faces, and greatly lament 
ed their own mad conduct ; and their nerve 
wen so terribly loosed, that they could not fle 
away ; and here one may chiefly reflect on th 
power of God exercised upon these wicke 
wTeiches, and on the good fortune of the Ro 
mans; for these tyrants did now whally de- 
prive them elves of the security they had i 
their own pdwer, and came ilown from thos« 
very towers of their own accord, wherein th 
could have never boon taken by force, nor in 
deed by any other way tnaii by famine. An 
tlius did tile Romans, when they had takei 
sucli great pains about weakei walls, get b 
good fortune what they could never have got- 
ten by their engines; for tliree of these tow’ 
ers were too strong for all mechanical engine 
whatsoever ; concerning which we have trea' 
od of before. 

6, So they now left these towers of their 


flves, or rather they were ejected out of 
:ieni by God himself, and fled immediately 
o that valley which was under Siloam, where 
aey again recovered themselves out of the 
read they were in for a while, and ran vio- 
mtly against that part of the Roman wall 
liich lay on that side ; but as their courage 
'as too much depressed to make their attacks 
nth suflicient force, and their power was now 
Token with fear and affliction, they were re- 
iilscd by the guards, and disjiersiiig tliern- 
elves at distances from each otlier, went down 
nto tlie subterranean caverns. So tlie Ro- 
lans being now become masters of the walls, 
:iey both placed their ensigns upon the tovv- 
rs, and made joyful acclamations for the vic- 
ory they had gained, as having found the end 
if this war much lighter than its beginning ; 
or when they had gotten upon the last wall, 
without any bloodshed, they could hardly be- 
"*eve what tiiey found to be true ; but seeing 
obody to oppose them, they stood in doubt 
what such an unusual solitude could mean. 
Rut when they went in numbers into the lanes 
.>f the city, with their sworils drawn, they slew 
hose whom tliey overtook, without mercy, 
and se-t fire to the houses whither the Jewf 
were fled, and burnt every soul in them, anr 
iuiil waste a great many of the rest ; and when 
.hey were come to the houses to plunder 
them, they found in them entire families of 
dead men, and the upper rooms full of dead 
corpses, that is of such as died by the famine ; 
they then stood in a horror at this sight, and 
went out without touching any tbing. But 
although they had this commiseration for 
such as were destroyed in that manner, yet 
had they not the same for those that were still 
alive, but they ran every one through whom 
they met with, and obstructed the very lanes 
with their dead bodies, and made the whole 
city run down with blood, to such a degree 
indeed that the fire of many of the houses was 
quenched with these men’s blood. And truly 
so it happened, that though the slayers left off 
at the evening, yet did the fire greatly pre- 
vail in the night ; and as all was burning, 
came that eighth day of the month Gorpieus 
[Elul] u}>on Jerusalem ; a city that had been 
liable to so many miseries during this siege^ 
that, had it always enjoyed as much happiness 
from its first foundation, it would certainly 
have been the envy of the world. Nor did 
it on any other account so much deserve these 
sore misfortunes, as by producing such a 
generation of men as were the occasions of 
this its overthrow. 
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CPI AFTER IX. 

WHAT INJUNCTIONS C^SAR GAVE WHEN HE 
WAS COME WITHIN THE CITY. THE NUM- 
BER OF THE CAPTIVES, AND OF TllOSF. THAT 
PERISHED IN THE SIEGE; AS ALSO CONCERN- 
ING THOSE THAT ESCAPKI) INTO THE SUB- 
TERRANEAN CAVERNS, among WHOM W'ERE 
THE TYRANTS SIMON AND JOHN THEMSELVES. 

> 1. Now, when Titus was come into tliis 
[upper] city, lie ailinired not only some other 
places of strength in it, but particularly those 
strong towers which the tyrants, in their mad 
conduct, had relinquished ; for when he saw 
their solid altitude, and the largeness of their 
several stones, and the exactness of their joints, 
as al.so how great was their breadth, and how 
extensive their length, he exjiressed himself 
after tlie manner follow ing ; — “ We have cer- 
tainly had God for our assistant in this %var, 
and it wau no other than God who ejected the 
Jew’s out of these fortiticutions ; for what 
could the hands of men, or any machines, <lo 
towards overtliro j these towers !’* At w hich 
lime he had nany ch <liscourses to hit 
friends j he also let such go free a* hud been 
bound by the tyrants, and were loft in the 
prisons. 'I’o conclude, v, ben he entirely demo- 
lished the rest of the city, ami overthrew its 
W'alls, he left these towers as a monument of 
nis good fortune, which had pnned his auxi- 
liaries, and enabled liim to take what could 
not otlierw’ise have been taken by him, 

2. And now, since his soldiers were already 
quite tired with killing men, and yet there 
appeared to be a vast iniiltilude still remain- 
ing alive, Ca*sar gave orders that they should 
kill none but those that were in arms, and 
opposed them, but should take the rest alive, 
IJut, together with tho.se whom they had 
orders to slay, they slew the aged and the in- 
firm ; but for those that were in their Hourish- 
ing age, and who might be useful to them, 
they drove them together into the temple, and 
shut them up within the walls of the court of 
the women ; over which Cae-aur set one of his 
freed men, as also PVonto, one of his own 
friends ; which last was to determine every 
one’s fate, according to his merits. So 
this Fronto slew all those that had been sedi- 
tious and robbers, who were impeached one 
by another ; but of the young men be chose 
out the tallest and rao.st beautiful, and re- 
served them for the triumph ; and as lor the 
rest of the murltitude that wore above seven- 
teen years old, he put them into bonds, and 
sent them to the Egyptian mines. • Titus also 
sent a great number into the provinces, as a 
present to them, that they might be destroy ed 

• See the several predictions that the .lew.s, if they 
became obitinate in their idolatry hihI wickedne.sM, should 
be sent again, or sold into Egypt, for their puni.shmcnt, 
Dc’Ut. xxviii. 68 ; Jer. xliv, 7 : Hos. viii, J3 ; ix, 3 ; xi, 
3 ‘»; 2 Esd. xv. iO— li. with Authentic Records, part i, 
p. 49, 121, and R'rJan.i Pal<i>stina, tom. 715 


upon tlioir theatres, by the sword and by the 
wild beasts; but those that were under seven- 
teen years of age were sold for slaves. Now 
during the days wherein P’ronto was distin. 
guishing these men, there perished, for want 
of food, eleven thousand ; some of w hom did 
not taste any food, through the hatred their 
guards bore to tiiein ; and others would not 
take in any when it was given them. The 
multitude also was so very great, that they 
were in want even of corn for their sustenance. 

3. Noav the number f of those that were 
carried captive this whole 

collected to be ninety -seven thousand ; as w a-, 
the number of those that perished during fhe 
whole siege eleven hundred thousainl, the great - 
er part of whom w'ere indeed of the same na- 
tion [with the citizens of Jerusalem ', but not 
belonging to the city itself; for they were 
come up from all the country to the feast , 
unleavened bread, and were on a sinlden shut 
up by an army, wliicli, at the very (iisS occa- 
.•d so great a strailness tii.il 

there came pestilential destruction ujion 
them, and oon afterward • uch a famine, as 
lestroyed them more siuhienly. And that 
this city could contain so many people in it, 
is manifest by that number of ilu in \vl)ieh was 
taken under Cestius, who being desirous of 
informing Nero of the power of the city, who 
otherwise was disposed to contemn that na- 
tion, entreated the high-priejts, if the thing 
were possible, to lake the number of their 
whole multitude. So these high-priests, upon 
the coining of their feast which i.i called the 
Fas.sover, when they slay their sacrifices, from 
the iiinili hour till the ele\enth, but so that 
a company not less than ten ^ belong to evi ry 
sacrifice (for it is not lawful for them to fiast 
singly by themsvlves), and many of ns are 
tw'cnty in a coiiijiaiiy, found the number of 

t The whole inultitiulc of the Jews that were de- 
•stroved (luring the entire seven years before this time, 
in all the counlries of and bordering on Judea, is .snui- 
ined up by vViehbisliopUshcr, from Lip>ius, out of Jose- 
phus, at the year of C.'hrisi "0, and amounts to 1 ,3.i7, LiO. 
.Noreonld there have been that number of Jews m Je- 
rusalem U» be dejlruytj.l m this siege, as will be presei.t- 
ly set «lowii by Josephus, but that lx>th Jews and prose- 
lytes of justiet! wore just then come up out of tlie oilier 
e.juutries of Galilee, Namarki, and Perea, and 

Ollier remoter regions, tothe Pa.s.soM r, in v.-ud mir>'*ns, 
and tlicieia cooped up, as in a prismi, by the il'/iiian 
army, as Josephus himself well (jbserves, ni thisaml tlie 
next beeliou, and as is exactly related el.se where, h. v, 
eh. iii, sect. I ; and eh. xiii, sect. 7. 

J This imnilKT of a eoixpauy for one paselral l.-unb, 
iK'tween ten and twenty, aeree-s exactly 'Vjth the number 
thirteen, atom Savmui’s lail passover. As to the whoic 
number of the Jews that u;.eil to lome up to the Pa.s.>- 
over, anil e.'rt of it at Jerusalem, see the note on b. n. 
eh. XIV, s(H?t. 3. Thi.s number ought to be here indeeil 
just ten timeslhe number of the lamlis, or just -,a6o,U '(|i 
by Jo.scp)ius's own ren ... ' ‘ n his pre- 

sent copies, no lcs.s than 2,7'*<l,()Ut', which last number 
is, however, nearest the oth« r number in the place now 
cited, which Is 3,i OO.OUO. Hut wliat is here eliieliy u- 
markable is this, that no foteign nation ever came tnuj 
to destroy the Jews at anv of their solemn festivals, from 
the days of Mo^^ew till this time, but came now upon 
their apostaiy from God, and from qbedieiu’e to him* 
Nor is it iiossible, in tiie nature of tilings, that in a y 
other nation such vast numbers should be gtitten t<)g& 
thcr, and perish In the siege of any one city whatsoexc 
as now happened in Jerusalem. 
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saciifices was two hunoVcd anil fifiy-six lliou- 
sand five hundred ; ivhich, ujion the allow- 
since of no more than ten that feast ethe 
amounts to two millions seven hundred tliou-- i 
sand and two hundred persons that were pure 
and holy ; for as to those that have the lepro- 
sy, or the gonorrheea, or women that have their 
monthly courses, or such as are otherwise pol- 
luted, it is not lawful for tliem to be partakers 
of lliis sacrifice ; nor indeed for any foreign- 
ers neither, who come hitherto worship. 

4. Now this vast multitude is indeed col- 
eclcd out of remote places, hut tlte entire na- 
tion was now sluit up hy fate as in a prison, and 
the Roman army encompassed the city wlien 
,t was crowded with inhabitants. According- 
ly the multitude of those that therein perisli- 
cd, exceeded all the destructions that either 
men or God ever broiiL'lit upon the world ; 
for, to speak only of what w-as publicly known, 
tiic Romans slew some of tliein, some they 
carried captives, and others lliey made search 
for under ground, and wljcn they found where 
they w'ere, they broke up the ground and 
slew all they met with. Tlierc ivere also 
found slain there above two thousand poisons, 
partly by tbclr own liands, and partly by one 
another, but ebiedy destroyed by the famine; 
but then, tl.e ill savotir of the dead bodies 
was most oflensive to those that lighted upon 
them, insomuch that some were obliged to 
get away immediately, while others were so 
greedy of gain, that they would go in among 
the dead bodies that lay in heaps, and. tread 
upon them ; for a great deal of treasure was 
found in the'-e caviuiis, and the hope of gain 
made every way of getting it to be esteemed 
lawful. Many also of those that had been 
put in prison by the tyrants were now brought 
out ; for they did not leave off their barbarous 
. uelty at the very last : yet did (Jod avenge 
himsi If upon tliem both, in a manner agree- 
able ‘o justice. As for John, he wanted 
fov)d, together with his brethren, in these ca- 
verns, ami begged tli.at the Romans would 
now give him liieir right hand for bis securi- 
ty, wl.ii; be bad often proudly rejected be- 
fore ; but for Simon, lie struggled hard witli 
the distress he was in, till he was forccil to 
Minonder hiiusclf, as we sh.ill relate hereaf- 
ter; so he was reserved for the triumph, and 
to be then slain : as was Jo!m condemned to 
perpetual MnprisonmciU ; and now the Ro - 
mans set firejto the extreme parts of the city, 
and burnt them do'vn, and i*niirely demolish- 
ed its walls. 


CHARTKIl X. 

that whkhkas the city of .iehusai.em had 

BEEN FIVE TIMES TAKEN FORM EH I. Y, THIS 
'»'AS THE SECOND TIME OF ITS DESOLATION. 
A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF ITS H1.STORY. 

^ 1. And thus was Jerusalem taken, in the 


‘Second year of the reign of Vespasian, on the 
eighth day of the month Gorpieus [Elul], It 
had been taken five • times before, though 
this w as the second time of its dcsol.ition ; for 
Shishak, the king of Egypt, and after him 
Antiochus, aud after him Pompey, and af- 
ter them So ius and Herod took the city, but 
still iireserved it ; but before all these, tlie 
king of Rahylon Cv'inquered it, and made it 
desola»c, one thousand four hundred and sixty- 
eiglit years and six montlis after it was built. 
But be who first built itf w’as a potent man 
among the Canaanites, and is in our tongue 
called f IMeIehisedek\ the Righteous King, for 
such he really was ; on which account he was 
[there' the first priest of God, and first built 
a temple [tlierel, and called the city Jerusalem, 
whicli was formerly called Salem. However, 
David, the king of the Jews, ejected the Ca- 
naanites, and settled bis ow n people therein. 
It was d.fiuolisbe.l entirely by the Babyloni- 
ans, four hundred and seventy-'^even years 
and six months after him. And from king 
David, who was l)je first of the Jews w ho reign- 
ed therein, to this destruction uiuier J'itus, 
were one thousand one hundred and seventy- 
nine years ; hut from its first building, till this 
last destruction, were two thousand one hun 
died and sevetity-seven years ; yet hath not its 
great ant iijuity, nor its v.ist riches, nor tlie dif- 
fusion of its nation over all the habitable e.nrth, 
nor the greatness of the veneration p.u'd to it on 
a religious account, been sufficient to preserve 
it from being destroyed. And thus ended the 
siege of Jeru'julcm. 

• flesiilcs these five here cnuiner.'itcd, wlio had taken 
J“nisaiein of old, .l()si'}>hus, uju»i farther rccollertio]), 

•Rons a sixth, Antiq. b. xii, eh. i, seet. 1, who s’lOuUl 
have hi'en here inserted in the ^ee()n^l |ilaee; 1 iv.ean 
I’t demy, the sun of Lagus. 

t W l\y the jireat Doeliart shouhl say (Dc Ehoenic. 
(’olon. h. ii, ch. iv,), that “ There are \n this clause ot 
.losephus as many mistakes as wtmls," 1 do by no means 
.losephiis thoii{Tlit Melchise«lek first built, 
or ratlier rebuilt ancl adorned this eity, and that it w.as 
then e.iiled Salem, :is Hsal. Ixxvi, 2; that it afterwar.li 
eaineli' he eallcd Jerusalem *, .uutthat Melehisedek, be- 
i Of? a priest as well as a kinp, built to the true Grxl 
therein a temple, or nl.aee for publie divine worship and 
.sacrifice; a)i whiel) t ninths may be very true for aught 
we know to the eoiitraiy; and for the word ogtv, or 
Temple, as if it innsl needs belong to the grc.at temple 
built bv Solomon Ion-; afli-i ward, .lusephus himself UsC-i 
►aor, for the small laheni.n le of Moses, Antiq. b. hi, ch. 
vi, seet. 4. See also .Antitj. b. iii, eh. vi, s. et 1, as he 
here presciitiv u.ses for a I.argeand splemlid syna- 
gogue of the .lews at Anlioeh only, b. vii, eh. iii, si et. .I. 

»*,( This is the proper pl.iee for .sueli as h.ave closely 
attendeii to these latter Inroksoi the War, to peruse, and 
that with equ.al attention, those distinct and plain pre- 
dictions of Jesus of Nazareth, in the Gospels thereto 
relating, lus compared with their ex.''ct completions in 
Josephus’s history ; upon which eompleticrns, as Dr. 
Whiibv well observes, Annot. on Matt, xxiv, *2, no small 
part of the evidenw' for the truth of t) e ('hristian reli- 
gion does tlepeiui ; and as 1 have, step by step, compar- 
ed them together in my lAtrral Accomfiiishi/ieni of 
Scriplvre Prophecies, The reaiier is to observe farther, 
that iIk true reason why I have so seldom taken notice 
of those oomplelions in the course of these note.s, not- 
withstanding their Ix-ing so very remarkable, and fre- 
qiientiy so very obvious, is this, that I had entirely 
prevented myself iuthat treatise beforehand; to which, 
therefore, 1 must here, once for all, seriously refer everjf 
inquisitive reader. 



BOOK VII 


CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ABOUT THREE YEARS. 

FROM THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM BY TITUS, TO THE SEDITION 
OF THE JEWS AT CYRENE. 


CHAPTER I. 

HOW THE ENTIllE CITY OF JEHCSALEM WAS 
DEMOLISHED, EXCEFITNG THREE TOWERS ; 
AND now TITUS COMMENDED HIS SOLDIERS, 
IN A SPEECH MADE TO THEM, AND DISTRI- 
BUTED REWARDS TO THEM, AND THEN DIS- 
MISSED MANY OF THEM. 

§ 1. Now, as soon as the army had no more 
people to slay or to plunder, because there re- 
mained none to be the objects of their fury 
(for they would notiiave spared any, had there 
remained any other such work to be done) Cae- 
sar gave orders that they sliould now demolish 
the entire city and temple, but should leave 
as many of the towers standing as were of the 
greatest etniiiency ; that is, Phasaelus, and 
Ilippicus, and 31ariamne, and so much of the 
wall as enclosed the city on the west side. 
This wall was spared, in order to afford a 
camp for such as were to lie in garrison ; as 
w'ere the towers also spared, in order to de- 
monstrate to posterity what kind of city it 
was, and how well fortified, which the Roman 
valour had subdued ; but for all the ’•est of 
the wall, it was so thoroughly laid even with 
the ground by those that dug it up to the foun- 
dation, that there was left nothing to make 
those that came thither believe it had ever 
been inhabited. This was the end which Je- 
rusalem came to by the madness of those that 
were for innovations ; a city otherwise of great 
inagnificoncc, and of mighty fame among all 
mankind. 

2. But Cajsar resolved to leave there as a 
guard the tenth legion, with certain troops of 
horsemen, and companies of footmen. So, 
having entirely completed this war, lie was 
desirous to commend his whole army, on ac- 
count of the great eYpioits they had perform- 
ed, and to bestow proper rewards on such as 
had signalized themselves therein. He had 
therefore t great tribunal made for him in the 
iiiidat of the pfaco where he had formerly en- 


I camped, and stood upon it with his principa. 
commanders about birn, and spake so as to l>o 
heard by the whole army in tlic manner fol- 
lowing : — That he returned them abundance 
of thanks for their good-will which they had 
shown to him ; lie commended them for tliat 
ready obedience they had exhibited in llii.s 
whole war; — which obedience had appeared in 
the many anti great dangers they liad coura- 
geously undergone ; as also, for that courage 
they had shown, and had thereby augmented 
of themselves their country’s power, and had 
made it evident to all men, t/iat neither the 
multitude of their enemies, nor the strength of 
their places, nor the largeness of their cities, 
nor the rasli boldness and brutish rage of their 
antagonists, were sufficient at any time to get 
clear of the Roman valour, although some of 
them may have fortune in many respects on 
their side. He said farther, that it was but 
reasonable for them to pul an end to tJiis 
war, nov/ it had lasted so long, for they liad 
nothing better to wish for when they en- 
tered into it ; and that this liappened more, 
favourably for them and more for their glory, 
that all the Romans had willingly aecepfeil 
of those for their governors, and the curators 
of their duininion.s, whom they had chosen for 
them, and had sent into their own country 
for that purpose, w hich still continued under 
the management of thosie whom they had 
pitched on, and were thankful to them for 
pitching upon them. That accordingly, al- 
though he (lid both admire and mnderly re- 
gard them all, because he knew tliat every 
one of them had gone as cheerfully about 
their work as their abilities and opportunities 
would give them leave, yet, he said, that he 
would immediately bestow’ rewards and dig- 
nities on those tliat had fought llie most brave- 
ly, and with greater force, and had signalized 
tiieir conduct in the most glorious manner, 
and had made his army more famous by tlieir 
noble exploits ; and dial no one who had been 
willing to take more pains than another 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 


CHAP. H. 

slioulJ miss of a just retribution for the same ;! 
for that he liad been exceedingly careful about 
this matter, and that the more, because he 
had much rather reward the virtues of lus fel- 
low-soldiers than punish such as had odended. 

3. Hereupon Titus ordered those whose 
business it was, to read the list of all that had 
performed great exploits in this war, whom 
he called to him by their names, and com- 
njcndcd t!»em before the company, and re- 
joiced in them in the same manner as a man 
would have rejoiced in his own exploits. He 
also put on their heads crowns of gold, and 
o-olden ornaments about their necks, and gave 
them long spears of gold, and ensigns that 
were made of silver, and removed every one 
of them to a higher rank : and besides this, 
he plentifully distributed among them, out of 
the spoils and the other prey they had taken, 
silver, and gold, and garments. So when 
they had all these honours bestowed on them, 
according to his own ajjpointment made t 
every one, and he had wislied all sorts of hap- 
piness to the whole army, he came <lown, 
among the great acclamations which were 
made to him, and then betook himvelf to of- 
fer thank-oncrings [to the gods], and at once 
sacrificed a vast number of oxen, that stood 
ready at the altars, and distributed them among 
the army to feast on ; and when he had staid 
throe days among the principal commanders, 
atid so long feasted with them, he sent away 
•tlie rest of liis army to the several places where 
liiey would be everyone best situated; but 
permitted the tcntli legion to stay, as a guard 
at Jerusalem, and did not send them away 
b'^yond Kuphrates, \>herc they had been be- j 
ami as he remembered that the twelfth 
legion had given way to the Jews, under Ccs- 
tius their getvral, he expelled them (»nt of all 
■ , ria, for they had lain formerly at llaphanea, 
and sent rhein away to a place called Mele- 
line, near Euphrates, >vhich is in tlie limits of 
Armenia and Cappadocia; he also thought 
fit that tw'o of the legions should slay with 
liim till he should gi' to Egypt. He then 
went tlo VII with his army to that Cesarea 
which lay by the sea-.side, and there laid up 
the rest of his spoils in great quantities, and 
gave order that the captives should he kept 
there ; for the winter-season hindered him then 
from sailing into Italy. 


CTIAI*TER II. 

now TITUS EXIIIBITEO Al.L SORTS OF SHOWS AT 
CESAREA PlULIPl'I. CONCERNING SIMOM THE 
tyrant, HOW IlE WAS TAKEN, AND RESERV- 
ED FOR THE TRIUMPH. 

§ 1. Now, at the same time that Titus Caesar 
lay at the siege of Jerusalem, did Vespasian 
go on board a merchant-ship, and sailed from 
Alexandria to Rhodes; whence he sailed away 
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n ships with three rows of oars ; and as he 
touched at several cities that lay in his road, 
he was joyfully received by them all, and so 
passed over from Ionia into Greece ; whence 
le set sail from Corcyra to the promontory of 
lapyx, whence he took his journey by land. 
But as for Titus, ho marched from that Cesa- 
rca which lay by the sea-side, and came to that 
which is named Cesarea Philippi, and staid 
there aconsiderabie time, and exhibited all sorts 
of show's there; and here a great number of 
the captives were destroyed, some being thrown 
to wild beasts, and others in multitudes forced 
to kill one another, as if they were enemies. 
And here it was that Titus was informed of 
the seizure of Simon, the son of Gioras, w'hich 
w'as made after the manner following: — This 
Simon, during tlie siege of Jerusalem, was 
in the upper city ; but when the Roman army 
were gotten within the walls, and were laying 
the city tvaste, he then took the most faithful 
of his friends with him, and among them some 
that were stone-cutters, with those iron tools 
which belonged to their occupation, and as 
great a quantity of provisions as w'ould suf- 
fice them for a long time, and let himself 
and them all down into a certain subterrane- 
ous cavern that was not visible above ground. 

I Now', so far as had been digged of old, they 
' went onw'ard along it without disturbance ; 
but where they met with solid earth, they dug 
a mine under ground, and this in hopes that 
they should be able to proceed so far as to 
rise from under ground, in a safe place, and 
by that means escape ; but when they came to 
oake the experiment, they were disappointed 
of their hope ; for the miners could make but 

ill progress, and that with difficulty also ♦ 
iiisomucii that their pro ’ though they 

distributed them by measure, began to fail 
them. And now Simon, thinking he might 
be able to astonish and delude the Romans, 
put on a w hite frock, and buttoned upon him 
a purple cloke, and appeared out of the ground 
in the place where the temple had former, 
ly been. At the first, indeed, tliose that 
saw him were greatly astonished, and stood 
still where they were ; but afterward they 
came nearer to him, and asaed him who he 
W’as. Now Simon w'OulJ not tell them, l)ut 
hade them call for their captain ; and when 
they ran to call him, Terentius Rufus,* w’ho 
was left to command the army there, came to 
Simon, and learned of him the whole truth, 
and kept him in bonds, and let Caesar know 
that he was takesi. Thus did God bring this 
man to he punished for what bitter and sa- 
vage tyranny he had exercised against his 

■ Thi . Terentius Rufus, as Reland in part observes 
here, is the s;imc person whom the Tahnuuists call Tur- 
ntis Rufus ; of whom they relate, tiiat lie ploughed 

Sion as a field, and made Jerusalem become .is 
hc:ip$, and the mountain of the house as the high place* 
of a forest;” which was long before foretold by the pro- 
phet Micah (iii, and quottHl from him in the pro- 
phecies of JerciniaJi (xxvi, 
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countrymen, by those who were his worst eno- j the Jews wiio remained at Antioch were 
mies ; and this while he was not subdued by der accusations, and in danger of perishin^r 
violence, but voluntarily delivered himself up from the disturbances that were raised against 
to them to be punished, and that on the very then, by the Antiochians, and this both on ac. 
same account that he had laid false accusa- count of the slanders spread abroad at this 
tions against many Jews, as if they were fall- time against them, and on account of wlmt 
ing away to the Romans, and had barbarous- pranks they had played not long before; which 
ly slain them ; for wdeked actions do not 1 am obliged to describe without fail, thoij<rh 
escape the divine anger, nor is justice too weak briefly, that I may the better connect my nar. 
to punish offenders, hut in time overtakes ration of future actions with those that went 
those that transgress its laws, and inflicts its before. 

punishments upon the wicked in a manner so .S. For as the Jewish nation is widely dis- 
much more severe, as they expected to escape persed over all the habitable earth among its 
it on account of their not being punished im- inhabitants, so it is very imich intermingled 
mediately. * Simon was made sensible of with Syria by reason of its neighhonrliood 
this, by fal iindi r the indignation of the . and had the greatest multitudes in Antiocli 
Romans. This rise of his out of the ground by reason of tlie largeness of the city, wheiv- 
did also occasion the discovery of a great! in the kings, after Antiocliiis, had allbrded 


number of others of the seditious at thnttinn 
who had hidden themselves under ground; 
but for Simon, he was brought to Ciesar in 
bonds, when he was come back to that Ce.sa* 
rea which was on the sea-side ; who gave or- 
ders that he should be kept against that tri- 


theni a habitation with the most undistuiljed 
tranquillity; for though Antiochus, wJio was 
called Epiphanes, laid Jerusalem waste, and 
spoiled the temple, yet did those that succeed 
ed him in the kingdom restore all the dona- 
tions that were made of brass to the Jews of 


CHAPTER HI. 


umpli which he was to celebrate at Rome tip- Antiocli, and dedicated them to their syna- 
on this occasion. gogue; and granted them flu* enjoyment nf 

equal piivileges of citizens with the Creeks 
themselves; and as the succeeding kings 
treated them after the same tnaiiner, llieybotli 
multiplied to a great r.umher, and adorned 
their temple | gloriously by fine ornainent.N, 
now TITUS, ri’ON the OI.I.I.BUATION of his and with great imigniHcence, in the use r/ 
brother's and I’ATHiai's liIRTU-UAYS, HAD I what iuul been givi ii them. I’liey also imulii 
MANY OF THE JEWS SLAIN. CONCERNING proselytes of a great many of the Greeks per 
THE DANGER THE JEWS WERE IN AT ANTJ- petually, and thereby, alter a sort, broiiglii 
OeH, UY MEANS OF THE TRANSGRESSION AND them to he a portion of their own body. ]>ut 
IMI lETY OF ONE ANTIOCHUS, A JEW. about this time w hen the present war began, 

and Vespasian was newly sailed to Syria, and 
§ 1. While Titus was at Cesarea, he so- all men liad taken np a great hatred agaiiut 
lemrdzed the birth-day of his brother [Domi- the Jews, then it was that a certain jiersnii 
tian] after a H-|)lendid manner, and inflicted a; whose name was Antiochus, being one of the 
great deal of the punishment intended for the j Jewish nalion, and greatly respected on ac- 
Jews in hoiu)ur of him: for the number of ; count of his father, who was governor uf llie 
fliose that were now slain in lighting with the Jews at Antioch, § t ame iqion the tlu afie at 
I easts, and were burnt, .ind fought with one a time when the peojile of Antioch ueie a,. 
•Muither, exceeded two thousand five hiindied. j seinhled together, ami lu'came an in/onik r 
Yet did all this seem to the Homans, when j against his lather ; and accused both him anti 
they were thus destroying ten thousand seve- ! others, that they had resolved to horn flic* 
ral ways, to be a punishment beneath their j whole city in one night; he also deliveifd 
dcM its. After this, Casar came to l}erytus,f | up to them some Jews that were foreigners, 
w hich is a ciiy of Plujenicia, and a Roman co- as partners in their resolutions. Wlien the 
lony, and staid there a longer time, and exhibit- peojile heard this, they could not refrain their 
ed a still more pompous solemnity about his fa- passion, hut commanded tiiat those who were 
ther's birth-day, both in tiie magnificence of, delivered up to them shouKl luve lire hronghi 
the shows, and in the other vast expenses he j to burn them; who were accordingly all 
was at in his devices thereto belonging; so 
tliat a great multitude of the captives were 
here destroyed after the same manner as be- 
fore. 


Sec the n<»tL' on b vi, 


2, it happened also about this time, that 


• See Rocle.;. viii, ll. 

f This Herytus was certainly a Roman colony, and 
has coins extan': that witness the same, as Hudson and 
hpanhein. inform us. See the note, Aitiq. b. xvi, eh. 
XI. sect. 1. 


I i. e. Tlicir synagogiie. 

X, sect. i. ... 

T ho .lews at Antioch and Alexandria, the two pnn- 
crliial cities in ali the east, had llowed them, both hy 
Hie Mamlonians, and atterwanls by the Homans, a I'/v 
venior of their own, who was exempt from (he luristiic 
tion of the rither eivil governors. He was ealled 
times b.nrely •• governor,” .sometimes •• ethiuireh. a 
[at Alexandria] “ Hlabareh,”as Dr. Hiid.soii tah' s 
on this ])Uce, outof Fuller’s Miseellanie.s. , 

the like governor or governors allowed them at « ^ 
under their captivity there as the Hi.stoiv of. 
implies. 
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burnt upon the theatre immediately. They 
did also fall violently upon the multitude of 
the Jews, as supposing, that by punishing 
them suddenly they should save their own 
city. As for Antiochus, he aggravated the 
rage they were in, and thought to give them 
a demonstration of his own conversion, and 
of his hatred of the Jewish customs, by sacri- 
ficing after the manner of the Greeks : he 
persuaded the rest also to compel them to do 
the same, because they would by that means 
discover who they were that had plotted a- 
gainst them, since they would not do so ; 
and when the people of Antioch tried the ex- 
periment, some few complied ; but those that 
would not do so were slain. As for Antio- 
chus himself, he obtained soldiers from the 
Roman commander, and became a severe 
master over his own citizens, not permitting 
them to rest on the seventli day, but forcing 
them to do all that they usually did on otlv 
days ; and to that degree of distress did he 
reduce them in this matter, that the rest of 
the seventh day was dissolved not only at 
Antioch, but the same thing which took 
thence its rise, was done in other cities also, 
in like manner, for some small time. 

4. Now, after these misfortunes had hap- 
pened to the Jews at Antioch, a second cala- 
mity bcfel tlieiii, the description of which 
when we were going obout, wo premised the 
account foregoing ; for iijion this accident, 
whereby the four-s<|uaro market-place was 
burnt down, as well as the archives, and the 
place where the public records w'ere preserv- 
ed, and the royal palaces (and it was not 
Without dilficnlty that the fire was then put a 
stop to, which was likely, by the fury where- 
with it was carried along, to have gone over 
the wlu)ie cit}), Antioclius accused the Jews 
a the occasion of all the mischief tliat wais 
done. Now this Induced the pe<iple of An- 
tioeli, ” ho were now under the immediate 
persuasion, by reason of the disorder they 
were in, that this caluimiy was true ; am] 
won hi have been under the same persuasion, 
‘.ven tlioL’gh they had not borne an ill-will at 
the Jews before, to believe this man’s accu- 
sation, especially when they considered what 
had i)een done before; and this to such a de- 
gree, that they all fell violently upon tliosi 
that were accused ; and this, like madmen, 
in a vciy f rious rage also, even as if they 
hud seen the Jews in a manner setting fire 
themselves to the city ; nor was it without 
difficulty that one (hieius Collcgas, the le- 
gate, could prevail witli them to permit the 
aifairs to be laid before Capsar ; for as to Ce- 
sennius Fetus, the presidentof Syria, Vespasian 
had already sent him away ; and so it hap- 
pened, that he was not yet come back thither. 
Hut when Collegas had made a careful in- 
quiry into the matter, he found out the truth, 
that not one of those Jews that were ac- 
'Jused by Antinebub bad any band in U*. but 


that all was done by some vile persons greatly 
in debt, who supposed, that if they could once 
set fire to the market-placcj and burn the 
public records, they should have no fiirther 
demands made upon them. So the Jews 
were under great disorder and terror, in the 
uncertain expectations of what would be 
the upshot of those accusations against them. 


CHAPTER IV. 

low VESPASIAN WAS ULCEIVED AT ROME; AS 
ALSO HOW THE GERMANS REVOLTED FROM 
THE ROMANS, BUT WERE SUBDUED. THAT 
THE SARMATIANS OVER-HAN MYSIA, BUT 
WERE COMPELLED TO RETURN TO THEIR 
OWN COUNTRY AGAIN. 

5 1. And now Titus Ctesar, upon the news 
that was brought him concerning his father, 
that his coming was much desired by ail tlie 
Italian cities, and tliat Rome especially re- 
ceived him with great alacrity anil splendor, 
betook himself to rejoicing and pleasures to a 
great degree, as now freed from the solicitude 
he had been under, after the most agreeable 
manner. For all men that were in Italy show- 
ed their respects to him in their minds, be. 
fore he came thither, as if lie were already 
come, as esteeming the very expectation they 
had of him to be his real \»resencc on account 
of the great desires they had to see him, and 
because the good-will they bore him was en- 
tirely free and unconstrained ; for it was a 
desirable thing to the senate, who well re- 
membered the calamities they had undergone 
in the late changes of their governors, to re- 
ceive a governor who was adorned with the 
gravity of old age, and with the highest skill 
in the actions of war, whose advancement 
would be, as they knew, for nothing else bu* 
for the preservation of those that were to be 
governed. Moreover, the people had beer 
so harrassed by their civil miseries, that 
they w'ere still more earnest for his coming 
immediately, as supposing they should then 
be firmly delivered from their calamities, 
and believed they should then recover their 
secure tranquillity and prosperity; and for 
the soldiery, they had the principal regard 
to him, for they were chiefly apprised of 
his great exploits in war ; and since they 
had experienced the want of skill and want 
of courage in other commanders, they wen 
very desirous to be freed from that great 
shame they had undergone by their means 
and hc.irtily wished to receive such a prince 
as might be a security and an ornament to 
them ; and as this good-will to Vespasian 
was universal, those that enjoyed any remark- 
able dignities could not have patience enough 
to stay in Rome, but made haste to meet liim 
3 C 
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at a very great distance from it ; nay, indeed, 
none of the rest could endure the delay of I 
seeing hini, but did all pour out of the city in 
such crowds, and were so universally possess- 
ed with the opinion that it was easier and 
better for them to go out than to stay there, 
that this was the very first time that the city 
joyfully perceived itself almost empty of its 
citizens ; for those that staid within were fewer 
than those that went out ; but as soon as the 
news was come that he was hard by, and those 
that had met him at first related with what 
good hiinioiir he received every one tliat came 
to him, then it was that the wlmle multitude 
that had remained in the city, with their wives 
and children, came into the road, and waited for 
him there; and for those w'hoin he passed by, 
they made all sorts of acclamations on account 
of the joy they had to see him, and the plea* 
santness of his countenance, and styled him 
their Henefactor and Saviour, and the only 
person who was worthy to be ruler of the city 
of Rome ; and now the city w'as like a temple, 
full of garlands and sweet odours ; nor was 
it easy for him to come to the royal palace for 
the multitude of people that stood about him, i 
where yet at last he performed his sacrifices 
of llianksgivings to his household gods, for 
his safe return to the city. The multitude 
did also betake themselves to feasting ; which 
feasts and driiik-oircrings they celebrated by 
tlieir tribes, and their families, and their neigh- 
bourhoods, and still prayed God to grant that 
Vespasian, his sons, and all their posterity,! 
miglit continue in the Homan government fori 
a very long time, and that his dominion might 
be preserved from ail opposition. And this 
was the manner in wln'ch Rome so joyfully 
receiveil Vespasian, and thence grew im- 
mediately into a state of great prosperity. 

2. I5ut before this time, and while Vespa- 
sian w'.'is about Alexandria, and Titus was 
lying at the siege of Jerusalem, a great multi- 
tude of the Germans were in commotion, and 
tended to rebellion ; and as the Gauls in their 
neighbourhood joined with them, they con- 
spired together, and had thereby great hopes 
of success, and that they should free them- 
selves from the dominion of the Homans. 
The motives that induced the Germans to this 
attempt for a revolt, and for beginning the 
w'ar, were these : — In the first place, the nature 
[of the people], which was destitute of just 
reasonings, and ready to throw themselves 
rashly into danger upon small hopes; in the 
next place, the haired they bore to those that 
were their governors, while their nation had 
never been conscious of subjection to any but 
to the Romans, and that by compulsion only, 
Jlesides these motives, it was the opportunity 
that now offered itself, which above all the 
rest prevailed with them so to do ; for when 
they saw' the Roman government in a great 
internal disorder, by the continual changes of i 
its rulers, and understood that every part of 


the habitable earth under them was in an un. 
settled and tottering condition, they thought 
this was the best opportunity that could afford 
itself for themselves to make a sedition, when 
the state of the Romans was so ill. Classicus * 
also, and Vitellius,f two of their commanders, 
puffed them up with such hopes. These had 
for a long time been openly desirous of such 
an innovation, and were induced by tho pre- 
sent opportunity to venture upon the declara- 
tion of their sentiments ; the multitude was 
also ready ; and when these men told them of 
what they intended to attempt, that news was 
gladly received by them. So when a great 
part of the Germans had agreed to rebel, and 
the rest were no better disposed, Vespasian, 
as guided by divine Providence, sent letters 
to Petilius Cercalis, who had formerly had 
the command of Germany, whereby he de- 
clared him to have the dignity of consul, and 
commanded him to take upon him the govern- 
ment of Britain ; so he went whither lie was 
ordered to go, and when he was informed of 
the revolt of the Germans, he fell upon them 
as soon as they w ere gotten together, and put 
his army in battle array, and slew a great 
I multitude of them in the fight, and forced 
I them to leave off their madness, and to grow 
Wiser; nay, had he not fallen thus suddenly 
upon them on the place, it had not been long 
ere they would however have been brought to 
punishment; for as soon as ever tlic news of 
tlieir revolt was come to Rome, and Ca-sar 
Doinitiaii was made acquainted witli it, he 
made no delay even at that his age, when ho 
was exceeding young, but uiulertook this 
weighty affair. He had a courageous mind, 
from his father, and had made greater improve- 
ments than belonged to sucli an age : accord- 
ingly he marched against the barbarians ini- 
inediately; whereupon their hearts failed 
them at llie rumour of his approach, and they 
submitted themselves to him with fear, and 
thoughtit a happy thing that llicy were hroiiglil 
under their old yoke .again without siitlbriug 
any farther mischiefs. Wlien therefore Do- 
mitian had settled ail the affairs of Gaul in 
sucli good order, that it w’ould not be easily 
put into diiorder any more, he returned to 
Rome with honour and glory, as having per- 

* This Classicus, and Civilis, and Orcalis, arc naini-s 
well known in Tnciius: the two former as moving sedi- 
tion against tho Itomans, ami the last. .a.s sent to rejire-ss 
them DV Vespasian, just as they are Here described by 
Josephus; which is the case also of Konteius Agv'pi'S 
and Ruhrius Gallus, in sect. 3 ; but as to the very t;o 
vourable account presently given of I)omitian, paru* 
cularly as to his designs in this his (lallicand (lennauic 
ex|KKlition, it is nota little contrary toth.at in .Suetonius, 
Vesp. sect. 7. Nor are the reasons unobvious that might 
occasion tins great diversity ; Doraitian was one of Jo- 
sephuss patrons, and when he published these books ot 
the Jewish war, was very young, and had hanhy begun 
those wicked practices which rendered him so infamous 
afterward; while Suetonius seems to have been too 
young and too low in life to receive any rcmarkaDie 
favours from him ; as Domltlan was certainly very lewo 
and cruel, and generally hated, when Suetonius wrote 
about him. 

f Civilis — TacU, 
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formed such exploits as were above His own 
age, and worthy of such a father. 

3, At the very same time with the fore- 
mentioned revolt of the Germans, did the 
bold attempt of the Scythians against the 
Romans occur ; for those Scythians who 
are called Sarmatians, being a very nu- 
merous people, transported themselves over 
the Danube into Mysia, without being per- 
ceived ; after which, by their violence, and 
entirely unexpected assault, they slew a great 
many of the Romans that guarded the fron- 
tiers ; and as the consular legate Fonteius 
Agrippa came to meet them, and fought cou- 
rageously against them, he was slain by them. 
They then over-ran all the region that had 
been subject to him, tearing and rending 
every thing that fell in their vvay ; but when 
Vespasian was informed of what had happen- 
ed, and how Mysia was laid waste, he sent 
away Uubrius Callus to punish these Sarma- 
finns j by whose means many of them perislv- 
ed in the battles he fought against them, and 
that part which escaped lied with fear to their 
own country. So when this general had put 
an end to tlie war, he provided for the future 
security of the country also ; for he placed 
more and more numerous garrisons in the 
place, till he made it altogether impossible for 
the barbarians to pass over the river any 
more ; and thus had this war in Mysia a sud- 
den conclusion. 


River,* — that name being taken from the sa- 
cred seventh day among the Jews. 

2. But when the people of Antioch were 
informed that Titus was approaching, they 
were so glad at it, that they could not keep 
within their walls, but hasted away to give 
him the meeting ; nay, they proceeded as far 
as thirty furlongs, and more, with that inten - 
tion, These were not the men only, but a 
multitude of women also with their children 
did the same ; and w'hen they saw him com- 
ing up to them, they stood on both sides of 
the way, and stretched out their right hands, 
iaiuting him, and making ail sorts of accla- 
mations to him, and turned back together 
with him. They also, among all the accla- 
mations they made to him, besought him all 
the way they went, to eject the Jews out of 
their city ; yet did not 'J'itiis at all yiedd to 
this their petition, but gave them the bare 
hearing of it quietly. However, the Jew's 
were in a great deal of terrible fear, under 
the uncertainty they were in what his opinion 
w’as, and what he would do to them ; for Ti- 
tus did not stay at Antioch, but cuntiinied his 
progress immediately to Zeugma, which lies 
upon the Euphrates, whither came to him 
messengers from Vologcses, king of Parthia, 
and brought him a crown of gold upon the 
victory he had gained over the Jews ; w'liich he 
accepted of, and feasted the king’s messen- 
gers, and then came back to Antioch, And 
when the senate and people of Antioch ear- 
nestly entreated him to come upon their the- 
atre, w’hcrc their whole multitude was assem- 


( 1 1 A PTE R V 

f»N(.:i:Rvr\a thk sauratic Riviiii which ti- 

TUS SAW AS UK WAS .lOUUNEYING THROUGH 
SYHi \ ; AM) now THE PKOn.E OF ANTI- 
OCH CAME WITH A PETITION TO TTTUS 
Af.A’NS'l' THE JEWS, KUT WERE REJECTED 
BY !M ; AS ALSO CONCERNING TITUS’S AND 

Vespasian’s triumph. 

^ 1. Now Titus Ctesir tarried some time at 
Berytus, as we told you before. He thence 
removed, and exhibited magnificent shows in 
ad those cities of Syria through w’liich 
went, and made use of the captive Jews as 
public instances of the destruction of that na- 
tion. He then saw a river as ho went alon 
of such a "’.'itiire as deserves to be recorded in 
history ; it runs in the middle between Ar- 
cca, belonging to Agrippa’s kingdom, and 
Uaphanca. It hati. aomewhat very peculiar 
in it ; for when it runs, its current is strong, 
and has plenty of water; after which it; 
springs fail for six days together, and leave 
its channel <iry, as any one may see ; after 
which days it runs on the seventh day as it 
did before, and as though it had undergone 
no diangc at all : it hath also been observed 
to keep this order perpetually and exactly; 
W’hence it is that thev call it the Sabbatic 


bled, and expected him, he complied with 
great humaniiy ; but when they pressed him 
with much earnestness, and continually beg- 
ged of him, that he would eject the Jews out 
of their city, he gave them this very iiertinent 
answer ; — How can this be done, since that 
country of llieirs, whither the Jew's must be 
obliged then to retire, is destroyed, and no 
place will receive them besides ?” Where- 
upon the people of Antioch, when they had 
failed of ftuccess in this their first request, 
made him a second ; for they desired that he 
would order those tables of brass to he re- 
moved, on which the .Tews’ privile w-ere 
engraven. How'ever, Titus would lot grant 
that neither, but permitted llie Jew's of An- 
tioch to continue to enjoy the very same pri- 
vileges ill tliat city which they had before, 
and then departed for Egypt; and as became 
to Jerusalem in liis progress, and compared 
the melancholy condition he saw it then in, 

* Since in these later ages this Sabbatic River, once 
so famous, whicli, by Josephus's at'count here, ran every 
seventh day, and rested on six, but according to P)iny, 
Nat. Hist. 'xxxi, II, ran pernetually on six days, and 
rested on the seventh (though it no way appe;irs by ei- 
ther of their accounts that the sevt nth day of this rj\ er 
was tlie Jewish seventh day or Sabliath), is quite vanish- 
ed, I shall add no more about it : only see Dr. Hudson's 
note. In Varenius’s Geography, , 17, the reader will 
find ' instances of such perieilieal fountains and 
ivers, though none of their periods a cre that of a jusi 
week, as of old this appears to have been. 
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wiih the ancient glory of the city, and called 
to mind the greatness of its present ruins, as 
well as its ancient splendor, he could not but 
pity the destruction of the city, — so far was 
he from boasting that so great and f'oodly a 
city as that was, had been by him taken by 
force ; nay, he frequently cursed those that 
ii.'id been the authors of their revolt, and had 
brought such a punishment upon the city ; in- 
somuch that it only appeared that he did not 
desire that such a calamity as this punishment 
of theirs amounted to, should be a demonstra- 
tion of his courage. Yet was there no small 
quantity of the riches that had been in that 
city still found among its ruins, a great deal 
of which the Homansi dug up ; but the greatest 
part was discovered by those who were cap- 
tives, and so they carried it away, I mean the 
gold and the silver, and the rest of that most 
precious furniture wliich the Jews had, and 
which the owners had treasured up under 
ground, against the uncertain fortunes of war. 

3. So Titus to(»k the journey he intended 

into Egypt, and passed tlie desert very 

suddenly, and came to Alexandria, and took 
up a resolution to go to Rome by sea. And 
as he was accompanied by two legitms, he 
sent each of them again to the places whence 
they had befo’^e come; the rifih he sent to 
Mysia; and the fifteenth to Pannonia : as 
for the leaders of the captives, Simon and 
John, with the otiier seven hundred men, 
whom he had selected out of the rest as be- 
ing eminently tall and hutulsotne of body, he 
gave order that lliey should be soon carried 
to Italy, as resolving to produce them in liis 
iriumpli. So when he had had a prosperous 
voyage to his mind, tlie city of Rome behav- 
ed itself in his nceplion, and their meeting 
him at a distance, us it did in the case of his 
father. But what made the most splendid 
appearance in Titus's opinion was, when his 
father met him, and received him ; but still 
the multitude of the citizens conceived the 
greatest joy vvhen they saw them all three to- 
gether, * as they did at this time : nor were 
many days overpast wiien they determined to 
have but one triumpb, that should be common 
to both of them, on account of the glorious 
exploits they had performed, although the se- 
nate had decreed each of them a separate tri- 
umph by himself. So when notice had been 
given beforehand of the day appointed for 
this pompous solemnity to be made, on ac- 
count of their victories, not one of the im- 
mense multitude was left in the city, but eve- 
ry body went out so far as to gam only a 
station where they might stand, and left only 
such a passage as was necessary for those that 
were to be seen to go along it. 

4. Now all the. soldiery marched out be- 
forehand by companies, and in their several 
ranks, under tlteir several commanders, in the 

Vetpasi2vn and lustwosotiH, Tilus aiul DomitUui. 


night-time, and were about the gates, not of 
the upper palaces, but those near the temple 
of Isis ; for there it was that the emperors 
had rested the foregoing night. And as soon 
as ever it was day, Vespasian and 'I’itus came 
out crow'iied with laurel, and clothed in those 
ancient purple habits which were proper to 
their family, and then went as far as Octa- 
vian’s Walks; for there it was that the se- 
nate, and the princi]>al rulers, and those that 
had been recorded as of the equestrian ortlcrr, 
wailed for them. Now a tribunal had been 
erected before the cloisters, and ivory chairs 
had been set upon it, when they came and 
sat down upon them. Whereupon the sol- 
diery made an acclamation of joy to them im- 
mediately, and ail gave them attestations of 
their valour; while they were themselves 
without their arms, and only in their silken 
garments, and crowned with laurel ; then 
Vespasian accepted of these shouts of theirs ; 
but while they were still disposed to go on in 
such acclamations, he gave them a signal of .si- 
lence. And when every body entirely held their 
peace, he stood up, and covering the greatest 
part of his head with his cloak, he put up the 
accustomed solemn prayers ; the like prayers 
did 'fitus put up also ; after which prayers 
Vespasian matle a short speech to all the peo- 
ple, and then sent away the soldiers to a din- 
ner prepared for them by the emperors. 
I'hen ditl he retire to that gale whiclj was 
callcti the Gate of the Fomp, beeauso pom- 
pous shows do always go through that gate, 
there it was tliat they tasted some food, and 
wlien they had put on their triumphal gar 
ments, and had olfered sacrifices to the gods 
that were placed at the gate, they sent the 
triumph forward, and marched through ihi 
I theatres, that they might be the more ea.sily 
I seen by the multitude. 

5. Now it is impossible to describe the 
mukitiule of the shows as they deserve, 
the maguificence of them all ; such indeed as 
a man could )iot easily think of as performed 
either by the labour of workmen, or the va- 
riety of riches, or the rarities of naliirc ; for 
alino.st all such curiosities as the most happy 
nieii ever get by piece-meal were here heaped 
one upon another, and tliosc both admirable 
and costly in their nature ; and all brought 
together on that day, demonstrated the vastness 
of Uie dominions of the Romans; for there was 
here to be seen a mighty quavitity of silver, 
aiRl gold and ivory, contiived into all sorts of 
things, and did not appear as carried along 
in pompous show only, but, as a man may say, 
running along like a river. Some parts were 
composed of the rarest purple bangings, and 
so carried along; and others accurately ro 
presented to the life what was embioidered by 
the arts of the Babylonians. 'There were al.so 
! precious stones that w’crc transparent, some 
I set ill crowns of gold, and somein other ouches, 
as the workmen pleased ; and of these such 
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a vast number were brought, that we could 
not but thence learn how vainly we imagined 
any of them to be rarities. The images of 
the gods were also carried, being as well 
wonderful for their largeness, as made very 
artificially, and with great skill of the work- 
men ; nor were any of these images of any 
other than very costly materials ; and many 
species of animals were brought, everyone in 
their own natural ornaments. The men also 
who brought every one of these shows were 
groat multitudes, and adorned with purple 
garments, all over interwoven with gold ; those 
that were chosen for carrying these pompous 
shows, having also about them such magnifi- 
cent ornaments as were both extraordinary 
and surprising. Resides these, one might see 
that even the great number of the captives was 
not unadorned, while tlie variety that was in 
tlieir garments, and their fine texture, con- 
cealed from the sight the deformity of their 
bodies. But what afforded the greatest sur- 
prise of all, was tlur structure of the pageants 
lliat were borne along ; for indeed he that 
met them could not but be afraid that tlie bear- 
ers would not be able firmly enough to support 
them, such w’as their magnitude ; for many of 
them wer e so made, that they were on three 
or even four stories, one above another. The 
magnificence also of their structure afforded 
one both pleasure and surprise ; for upon many 
of them were laid carpets of gold. There was 
also’ wrought gold and ivory fastened about 
them all ; and many resemblances of the war. 
and tJiose in several ways, and variety of con- 
trivances, afibrding a most lively portraiture 
of itself ; for there w'as to be seen a happy 
country laid waste, and entire squadrons of 
enemies slain ; while some of them ran away, 
and some were carried into captivity ; with 
walls of great altitude and magnitude over- 
throw'ii, and ruined by machines; with the 
strongest fortilications taken, and the walls of 
most populous cities upon the tops of hills 
sei.:cd on, and an army pouring itself within 
the walls ; as also every place full of slaughter, 
and supplications of the enemies, when they 
were no longtr able to lift up their hands in 
n ay of opposition. Fire also sent upon temples 
vas here represented, and houses overthrown 
and fallin upon their owners : rivers also, 
after they came out of a large and melancholy 
desert, ran luwn, not into a land cultivat- 
ed, nor as cA-ink for men, or for cattle, but 
through a land still on fire upon every sidi 
for the Jew's rclaten that such a thing they 
had undergone during this war. Now the 
workmanship of these representations was so 
magnificent and lively in the construction oi 
the things, that it exhibited w'hat had been 
done to such as did not see it, as if they har 
been there really present. On the top o 
every one of these pageants was placed tin 
commander of the city that was taken, and 
the manner whv‘rein he was uken More 


ver, there follow'cd those pageants a great 
number of ships ; and for tlie other si)oils, 
:hey were carried in great plenty. But for 
Jiose that were taken in the temf)le of Jeru- 
salem,* they made the greatest figure of them 
.11; that is the golden table, of the w eight of 
many talents ; the candlestick also, that was 
made of gold, though its construction were 
ow changed from that which we made use 
3f : for it.s middle shaft was fixed upon a ba- 
;is, and the small branches w'ere produced out 
if it to a great length, having the liketies . of 
a trident in their position, and had every one 
socket made of brass for a lamp at tlie tops 
jf them. These lamps were in number seven, 
and represented the dignity of the number se- 
ven among the Jews ; and the last of all the 
spoils, was carried the Law of the Jews. After 
hese spoils passed by a great many men, car- 
rying the images of Victory, whose structure 
was entirely either of ivory, or of gold. Af- 
er which Vespasian marched in the first place, 
and Titus followed him ; Doniitian also rode 
along with them, and made a glorious appear- 
ance, and rode on a horse tliat was worthy of 
admiration. 

6. Now the last part of this pom])ous show 
W'as at the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, 
whither when they were conic, they stood 
still ; for it w'as the Romans’ ancient custom 
to stay till somebody brouglit the news that 
the general of the enemy was slain. This 
general w’as Simon, the son of Gioras, who 
had then been led in this triumjih among 
the captives ; a rope had also been put upon 
Ills head, and he had been drawn into a pro- 
per place in the forum, and liad wiilial been 
torrheiited by those that drew him along ; and 
the law of tlie Romans required, that male- 
factors condemned to die should be slain there. 
Accordingly, when it was related that there 
was an end of him, and all the {leople had set 
up a shout for joy, they then began to oiler 
those sacrifices wdiicb they had consecrated, 
in the pravers u.scd in such solemnities; which 
when they had finished, they went away to 
the palace. And as for some of the specta- 
tors, the emperors entertained them at their 
own feast , and for all the rest there were no- 
ble preparations made for their feasting at 
home; for this was a festival-day to the 
city of Rome, as celebrated for the victory 
obtained by their army over their enemies, 

* Sue the representations of these Jewish vessels as 
they still st-ind on Titus’s triuinph.al arch at Uoine, ii. 
Reiand’s very curiou.s book de SpoUis Templi, llnough 
Hut what things arc chielly to be noted a;c these ; 
(1.) Hint Josephus says, the candlestick here earritxl in 
(hb triumph w;us not thoroughly like that which was 
usetl In the temple, which appears In tl\e number of tlie 
little knobs and flowers in that on the triumphal arch, 
not well agreeing with Moses’s description, I'xod. xxv 
51 — 36. ('2.) The smallness of the blanches in Jo-so 

phus, compared with the thickness of those on that 
arch, (3.) That the Law or PontaU'ueh does not aj»- 
l)ear on that arch at all, though Joseiihus, an eye-wit- 
ness, a.ssuies us that it was carried in this procession 
All which thiug.s deserve the consideration of the inqui 
sitive reader 
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for the end that was now put to their civil 
miseries, and for the commencement of 
their hopes of future prosperity and happiness. 

7. After these triumphs were over, and 
after the aOairs of the Romans were settled 
on the surest foundations, Vespasian resolved 
to build a temple to I’eace, which he finished 
in so short a time, and in so glorious a man- 
ner, as was beyond all human expectation and 
opinion ; for he having now hy Providence a 
vast quantity of wealth, besides what he had 
formerly gained in his other exploits, he had 
this temple adorned with pictures and statues; 
for in this temple were collected and deposit- 
ed all such rarities as men aforetime used to 
w'ander all over the habitable w’orld to see, 
when they had a desire to see them one after 
another : he also laid up therein, as ensigns 
of his glory, those golden vessels and instru- 
ments that were taken out of the Jewish tem- 
ple. But still he gave order that they should 
lay up their law, and the purple veils of the 
holy place, in the royal palace itself, and keep 
them there. 


CHAPTER VT. 

CONCERNING THE CITY CALLED MACHERU8 ; 

AND HOW I.UCILIIJS BASSliS TOOK THE CITA- 
DEL, AND OTIIL'K PLACES. 

§ 1. Now Lucilius Bassus was sent as legate 
into Judea, and there he received the army 
from Cerealis Vitellius, and took that cita- 
del which was in flerodium, together with j 
tlie garrison that w as in it ; after which he got 
together all the soldiery that was there (wlii<’h 
w'as a large bo<ly, Ixit dispersed into several 
parties), with the teiuli legion, and resolved 
to make war upon Macherns ; for it was high- 
ly necessary that this citadel should be demo- 
lished, lest it might be a means of drawing 
away many into a rcl)ellion, by reason of its 
strength; for the nature of the place was very 
capable of allording the surest hopes of safety 
to tlK>se that possessed it, as well as delay and 
fear to those that should attack it ; for w hat 
was walled in was itself a very rocky hill, 
elevated to a very great height ; which cir- 
cumstance alone made it very hard to he sub- 
dued. It was also so contrived by nature, 
that it could not he easily ascended ; for it is, 
as it were, ditched uhontwith such valleys on 
ail sides, and to such a depth, that the eye 
cannot reach their bott<] , and such as are 
not easily to be passed over, and even such as 
it is impossible to till up with earth; for that 
valley w hich cuts it on the west, extends to 
threescore furlongs, and did not end till it 
came to the lake Asphaltitis; on the same 
side it was also that Macherus had the tallest 
top of its bill elevated above the rest. But 
then for the valleys that lay ou the north and 
south sides, although they are not so large as 


that already described, yet is it in like inaiu 
ner an impracticable thing to think of getting 
over them ; and for the valley that lies on the 
east side, its depth is found to be no less than 
a hundred cubits. It extends as far ns a iiioun- 
tain that lies over-against Macherus, with 
which it is bounded. 

2. Now when Alexander [Janneus], the 
king of the Jews, observed the nature of this 
place, he was the first who built a citadel 
here, which afterwards was demolished by 
Gahinius, when he made w^ar against Aristo- 
buliis ; but w hen Herod cauic to be king, he 
thought the place to be w'orthy of the utmost 
regard, and of being built upon in the firmest 
manner, and this especially because it hiy so 
near to Arabia ; for it is seated in a conve- 
uieiit place on that aeciuint, and hath a pro- 
spect toward that coiiufry; he therefore siir. 
rounded a large space of ground with w'alls 
and towers, and built a city there, out of 
which city there was a way that led up to the 
very citadel itself on the top of the mountain ; 
nay, more than this, he built a wall rouiui 
that top of the hill, and erected towers at the 
corners, of a hundred and sixty cubits 1-igli ; 
in the middle of which place he built a pa- 
lace, after a rnagnincent manner, wherein 
were large aird beautiful edifices. He 
also made a great !))any reservoirs for the 
reception of water, that there might hi* pleiit) 

fit ready for all uses, and those in the pro 
percst places that were aftbrded him there. 
Thus did he, as it were, contend with the na- 
ture of the place, that he might exceed its na- 
tural strength and security (which yet itself 
rendered it hard to be taken) by those forti- 
fieatioiis which were made by the hands r>l 
men. Moreover, lie put u large quantity 
of darts and other uiaehines of war into it, 
and contrived to get every thing thither that 
might any way eonlrihute to its inliahi- 
tants’ security, under the longest siege pos- 
sible. 

3. Now within this place there grew a svui 
of rue,* that deserves our woivder on account 
of its largeness, for it was rto way inferior to 
any fig-tree whatsoever, either in height or 
in thickness ; and the report is, that it had 
lasted ever since the times of Herod, and 
wouhi probably have lasted inueh longer, liail 
it not been cm dow'n by tliose Jews who 
took possession of the place afterward ; hut 

that valley which encfimjrassc' the 
city on the norlli side, there is a certain place 
called Baaras, which produces a root of the 
same name with itself its colour is like to that 

• Spanhelm observeshere, tliar in Grax'la Major an<l 
Sicily tney had rue prodigiously great and durable, list 
this rwc at Macherus. 

t This btrangc ai*eoiint of the i)lai*e and root Baaras 
seems to have been taken from llie magicians, iiul Un 
root to fiave been madir use of in the days of Josepnu 
in that superstitious way of casting our demons, sup 
posed by him to have l»fcn derived froin king 
mon : of which we have already seen lie had a giea^ 
opinion, Antiq b. eh. ii, sect. 5. VVe also 
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of flame, atid towards the evening it sends : 
out a certain ray like lightning : it is not easi- 
ly taken by such as would do it, but recedes 
from their hands, nor will yield itself to be 
taken quietly, until either the urine of a wo- 
man, or her menstrual blood, be poured upon 
it ; *iay, even then it is certain death to those 
that touch it, unless any one take and hang 
the root itself down from his hand, and so 
carry it awjiy. It may also he taken another 
way, without danger, which is this: they dig a 
trench quite round about it, till the hidden 
part of the root be very small, they then tie a 
ilog to it, and w hen tlie dog tries hard to foU 
iuw him that tied him, this root is easily 
plucked up, but the dog dies immediately, as 
if it were instead of the man that w’ould take 
the plant away ; nor after this need any one 
be afraid of taking it into their hands. 
Yet, after all this pains in getting, it is only 
valuable on account of one virtue it hath, 
that if it be only brought to sick persons, it 
quickly drives away those called Demons, 
which arc no other than the spirits of the 
wicked, that enter into men that are alive and 
kill tliem, unless they can obtain some help 
against them. Here are also fountains of 
hot water, that How out of this place, which 
have a very different taste one from the other; 
for some of them are bitter, and others ol 
them are plainly sw'cct. Here are also many 
.eruptions of cold waters, and tliis not only in 
the places that lie lower, and have their foun- 
tains near one another, but, w liat is still more 
w omh rful, here is to be seeit a certain cave 
liard by, whose cavity is not <lecp, but it is 
covered over by a rock that is prominent : a- 
hove tliis rock there stand up two [hills or 
breaMs, as it were, but a little distant out 
from another, the one of which sends out j 
iciintain that is very cold, and the other send 
out o.ic that is very hot; which waters, w'he 
they u.e mingled together, compose a mos 
pleasant bath ; they are medicinal indeed fo 
other maladies, but especially good fo 
fhening the nerves. Tliis place has in 
it also n.iiies of sulphur and alum. 

•J. Now' wliun Bassus had taken a full view 
of this place, he resolved to besiege it by fill- 
ing up the valley that lay on the east side; so | 
he fell hard to work, and took great pains to 
raise his banks as soon :is possible, and by that 
means to v’Mder the siege easy. As for the 
Jews that ware caught in tliis place, they 
separated themsclvis from the strangers that 
were witli them, and they forced tho'.e stran- 
gers, as an otherwise iiocless nuiltiiude, to 
stay in the lower part of tfie city, and undergo 
the principal dangers, while they iheiiiselves 
seized on the upper citadel, and held it, and 

learn the true notion Josephus hart ot demons and 
uemoniacs, exactly like that of the Jews and Christi- 
nas in the New Twtainent, and the first four centuries, 
oee Antiq. b, vi, cli. viii, .scot. b. xi, ch. ii, sect. 


bis both on account of its strength, and to 
>rovide for their own safety. They also sup- 
losed they might obtain their pardon, in case 
ley should at last surrender the citadel, 
lowcvcr, they w'ere willing to make trial, in 
he first place, whether the liopes they had of 
voiding a siege would come to any thing ; 
ith which intention they made sallies every 
lay, and fought witii those tliat met them ; 

1 which conflicts they were many of them 
lain, as they therein slew many of the Ro- 
nans; but still it was the opportunities that 
■resenled themselves which chiefly gained both 
ides their victories ; these were gained by the 
ews, w’hen they fell upon the Romans as they 
I'cre off their guard ; but by the Romans, 
/hen, upon the others’ sallies against their 
anks, they foresaw their coming, and were 
ipon their guard when they received them , 

'Ut the conclusion of this siege did not de- 
fend upon these bickerings, but a certain sur- 
•rising accident, relating to what was done in 
his siege, forced the Jews to surrender the 
citadel. There was a certain young man 
among the besieged, of great boldnes.s, and 
cry active of his hand, his name was Eleazar ; 
le greatly signalized himself in those sallies, 
md encouraged the Jew^s to go out in great 
auinbers, in ordiT to hinder the raising of tlie 
banks, and did the Romans a vast deal of inis- 
rhief when they came to fighting : he so nian- 
iged matters, that those who sallied out, made 
their attacks easily, and returned back withouf 
danger, and this by still bringing up the rear 
himself. Now it happened, that on a cer- 
tain time when the fight was over, and both 
sides were parted, and retired liome, he, in 
way of contempt of the enemy, and thinking 
that none of them would begin the fight again 
at that time, staid witliout the gates, and talked 
with those that were upon the wall, and his 
mind was wholly intent upon what they said. 
Now a certain person belonging to the Roman 
camp, whose name was Rufus, by birth an 
Egyptian, ran upon him suddenly, when no- 
jbody expected such a thing, and carried Jiim 
of}', with his armour itself; while, in the 
mean time, those tliat saw it from the wall 
were under such an amazement, that Rufus 
I prevented their assistance, and carried Eleazar 
to the Roman camp. So the general of the 
Romans ordered that he should be takem up 
naked, set before the city to be seen, and sore- 
ly whipped before llieir eyes. Upon this sad 
accident that befel the young man, the Jews 
wore terribly confounded, and the city, with 
one voice, sorely lamented him, and the 
mourning proved greater than could well be 
supposed upon the calamity of a single person. 
Wlien Bassus perceived that, he began to 
think of using a stratagem against the enemy, 

I and wan desirous to aggravate their grief, in 
order to prevail w ith them to surrender tho 
city for the preservation of tliat man. Nor 
did he fail of his hope; for he commanded 
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them to set up a cross, as if he were just go- 
ing to Imng Eleazar upon it imincdialely ; 
the sight of this occasioned a sore grief among 
those that were in the citadel, and they groan- 
ed vehement!}^, and cried out that they could 
not bear to see him thus destroyed. Where- 
upon Eleazar besought them not to disregard 
him, now he was going to sii Her a most miser- 
able death, and exhorted them to save them- 
selves, by yielding to the Roman power and 
good fortune, since all other people were 
now conquered by them. These men were 
greatly moved with what he said, there being 
also many within the city that interceded for 
him, because he was of an eminent and very 
numerous family ; so they now yielded to their 
passion of commiseration, contrary to their 
usual custom. Accordingly they sent out 
immediately certain messengers, and treated 
with the Romans, in order to a surrender of 
the citadel to them, and desired that they 
might be permitted to go away, and take 
Eleazar along with them. Then did the Ro- 
mans and tlieir general accept of these terms; 
while the multitude of strangers that were in 
the lower part of the city, hearing of the a- 
greemeni that was made by the Jews for them- 
selves alone, were resolved to lly away pri- 
vately, in the night time ; but as soon as they 
had opened their gates, those that had come 
to terms witJi liassiis toUl him of it; whether 
it were that they envied the others’ deliverance, 
or whether it were <lone out of fear, lest an 
occasion should be taken piinst them upon ' 
their escape, is uncertain. Tlie most cour- 
ageous, therefore, of those men that went out 
prevented the enemy, and got away, and lied 
for it ; but for those men that were caught 
within, they were slain, to die number of one 
thousand seven hundred, as were the women 
and the children made slaves ; but as Ikis>>UM 
thought he must perform the covenant he had 
made with those that had surrendered the cita- 
del, he let them go, and restored Eleazar to 
them. 

5. When Rassus had settled these allairs, 
he inarched hastily to the forest of Jarden, as 
it is called ; for lie had heard that a great 
many of those that had lied from Jerusalem 
and Macheni^ formerly, were there gotten 
together. When he wa^ therefore come to 
the place, and understood tluit the former 
news was no mistake, he, in the lirst place, 
surrounded the wliole place with his lior.se- 
men, that sucli of the Jews as had boldness 
enough to try to break through, might have 
no way possible for escaping, by reason of 
the situation of tliese horsemen ; and for the 
footmen, he ordered tliem to cut down the 
trees that were in the wood vvliitlier they were 
Bed, So the Jews were under a necessity of 
performing some glorious exploit, and of 
greatly exposing themselves in a battle, since 
they might perhaps thereby escape. So they 
made a general utack, and with a great shout 


fell upon those that surrounded them, who 
received them with great courage; and so 
while the one side fought desperately, and 
the others w'ould not yield, the fight was pro- 
longed on that acconnt. Hut the event of 
the battle did not answer the expectation of 
the assailants ; for so it happened, that no 
more than twelve fell on the Roman side, 
with a few that were wounded ; but not oii« 
of the Jews escaped out of this battle, for 
they were all killed, being in the whole not 
fewer in number than three thousand, toge- 
ther with Judas, the son of Jairus, their gene- 
ral ; concerning whom we have before spoken, 
that he had been captain of a certain band at 
the siege of Jerusalem, and by going down 
into a certain vault under ground, had pri- 
vately made his est ajie. 

6*. About the same time it was that Ckesnr 
sent a letter to Hassus, and to Eiberius IMax- 
inuis, wlio w'as the proniralor [of Judea], 
and gave order that all Judea should be ex 
posed to sale ; * for lie did not found any 
city there, hut reserved the country for him- 
self. How ever, he assiginal a [ilace for eigh.i, 
hundred men only, wlioiii he had dismissed 
from his army, which he gave them for their 
habitation ; it is called Eumiaus, f and is dis 
t.mt from Jerusalem threescore furlongs. He 
also laid a tribute upon the Jews win 
they were, and enjoined every one of them to 
bring two drachma* every year into tite Caj/i , 
, as they used to pay the same to the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem. And this was the state i)f 
the Jewish aiValvs at this time. 


CllAPTEU VH. 

CONCF.UNING llli: C.AI. AMITY THAT A\’- 

TIOCHirS, KING OF COMMAGENK. AS Al.SU 
CONCKUMNG THE AI.AN-S, AND WHATGHFAT 
MISCHIEFS THEY DID TO THE Ml.DKS ANi) 
ABMEMAN.i. 

^ 1. And now*, in the fourth year of the 
reign of Vespasian, it came to pass that An- 
tiochus, the king of Commagene, witli all his 

• It i.s very remarkable lliat Titus «li(l not tl'.ii 

now «le>olaie country oi' Judea, butouicred it to be.iH 
soBl; nor indeed is ii jjropcriy peopled at this day, tnit 
lic.s ready for its old iiihalalants the Jt w.s, at their luMue 
restoration. See Literal Aeeuinpli.shinent of Proplie- 
eies, p:i(»o “<7. 

i That the city Eminaus, or Aminaus, in Josephus 
and others, wiiieh was the place of tl^e f^overimieu'. ei 
Juliu.« Afrieaiiiis, in th(.- begiiinin>' i>f the third eintoi Vf 
and which he then proein erl to be rebuilt, ami after whieli 
rebuilding it was ealleil Nieopolis, is entirely dillerent 
from that Knimaus which is mentioned by Nt. Luke 
(xxiv, 17) see lleUiiurs I’ahesliua, lib. ii, p.'ige '*-'*»'**“' 
under the name Ammaus also. But he justly thiiiKS 
that that in St. Luke may well lx; the same with this 
Aminau.s before u.s, e.^peeilllly .sinee the Greek eopu’s 
here ti.sually make it sixty furlongs di>t;uit from Jt^rusa- 
lein, as does Nl. Luke, though the i.afin copies say «)my 
thirty. 'I’he place also allolUsi for these HOO 
as for a Homan garrison, in this place, wou.d 
turally not lx* >0 remote from Jerusalem as wa* n 
)ll»er Kmmaus, or NieojHrlls. 
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fjiinily, fell into very great calamities. The 
occasion was this >Cesennius Petus, M'ho 
was president of Syria at this time, whether 
it were done out of regard to truth, or whe- 
ther out of hatred to Antioehus (for wliich 
was the real motive was never thoroughly 
discovered), sent an epistle to Ca'sar, and 
therein told him that Antiociius, with his son 
lipijihanes, had resolved to rebel against the 
Homans, and had made a league witfi the king 
of Partliia to that purpose : that it was there- 
fore fit to prevent them, lest they prevent us, 
and begin such a war as may cause a general 
disturbance in the Kornan empire. Nowj 
Cicsar was disposed to take some care about! 
the matter, since this discovery was made; I 
for the neighbourhood of the kingdoms madoj 
this allair worthy of greater regard j for Sa- 1 
niosata, the capital of Commagene, lies up- 
Oil P^uphrates, and, upon any such design, j 
could ad'ord an easy passage over it to the] 
Parthians, and could also ali’oid them a se- 
cure reception. Petus was accordingly be- 
lieved, and bad authority given him of doing 
w'liat he should think jiroper in tiie case; so 
he set about it without delay, and fell upon 
Commagene before Antiociius and his people 
had the least expectation of his coming ; he 
had witli him the tenth legion, as also some 
cohorts a'ld troops of horsemen. These kings 
also came to liis assistance; — Aristobulus, 
kin^ of the country called Chalcidcne, and 
Sohemus, who was called king of Emesa ; nor 
was there any opposition made to his forces 
when they eiitereil the kingdom ; for no one 
( f tiiat country would so much as lift up his 
hand .against them. When AiUiorhus heard 
this unexpected news, he could not think in 
the least of making war wdth the Homans, 

‘ It dttermined to leave his wdiole kingdom 
ill tile slate wherein it now' w'as, and to retire 
privaO’iy, with his wife and children, as think- 
ing thereby to demonstrate liimself to the 
Homans to be innocent as to the accusation 
laid against him. So he went aw\iy from that 
city as i t as a hundred and twenty furlongs, 
uitv) a plain, and there pitched his tents. 

ii. Petus tnen sent some of his men to 
sei/'e upon Sumosata, and by tlieir means took 
possession of that city, while ho went liimself 
to attack Antiociius witli the rest of his army. 
However the king was not prevailed upon by 
the distress i.e was in to do any thing in the 
way of w ar affainst the Homan.'., but bemoaned 
his own hard fate, and endured with patience 
W’hal he was not aide to prevent. Ikit hi;: 
sons, who were young and unexperienced in 
war, but of strong bodies, were not easily in- 
duced to bear tins calamity witlioiit fighting. 
Epiphanes, therefore, and Callinicus betook 
themselves to military force ; and as the bat- 
tle was a sore one, and lasted all the day long, 
they showed their own valour in u reiiiurkuble 
manner; and nothing but the upproacn of 
night put a period thereto, and that without 


any diminution of their forces ; yet would 
not Antiociius, upon this conclusion of the 
fight, continue there by any means, but took 
his wife and his (laughters, and fled away with 
them to Cilicia ; and, by so doing, quite dis- 
couraged the minds of his own soldiers. Ac- 
cordingly, they revolted, and went over to the 
Homans, out of the despair they were in of 
his keeping the kingdom ; and his case was 
looked upon by all as quite desperate. It was 
therefore necessary that Epiphanes and bis 
soldiers should get clear of their enemies be- 
fore they became entirely destitute of any con- 
federates; nor were there any more than. ten 
horsemen W'ith him, who pa.ssed W'itli him over 
Euphrates, whence they went undisturbed to 
Vologeses, the king of Parthia, where they 
were not disregarded as fugitives ; but bad 
the same respect paid them as if they had re- 
tained their ancient prosperity. 

3. Now when Antiociius was come to Tar- 
sus in Cilicia, Petus ordered a centurion to 
go to him, and send him in bonds to Home. 
How ever, Vespasian could not endure to have 

!a king brought to him in that manner, but 
I (liouglit it fit rather to have a regard to the 
ancient friendship that had been between them, 
than to preserve an inexorable anger upon 
pretence of this war. Accordingly, he gave 
orders that they should take olV his bonds, 
w'hile he was still upon the road, and that he 
should not come to Home, but should now go 
and live at Lacedenion ; he also gave him 
large revenues, that he might not only live in 
plenty, but like a king also. When Epiphanes, 
who before w-as in great fear for his father, 
W'as informed of this, their iniiuls were freed 
from that great and almost incurable concern 
they had been under. Me also hi'ped that 
Caesar would be reconciled to them, * j)ou the 
intercession of Volo jeses ; for all':, ugh he 
lived in plenty, he ki ew not how to bear liv- 
ing out of the Hoiuau empire. So C«sar 
gave him leave, after an obliging manner, and 
he c;une t^' Home ; and as his fatlier came 
(|uickly to him from Lacedenion, he had all 
sorts of respect paid him there, and there he 
remained. 

4. Now there was a nation of the Alans, 
which we have formerly mentioned somewhere 
as being Si'ythiaiis,* and inhabiting at the 
Lake Mentis. This nation about this time 
laid a design of fail ig upon Media and the 
parts beyond it, in order to plunder them ; 
with which iiitoiition they treated with tlie 
king of Ilyrcania; for he was master of that 
p.issage which king Alexander [the GrcaC 

I shut up with iron gates. Tliis king gave 
! them leave to come through them ; so they 
‘ came in great multitudes, and fell upon the 
! Modes unexpectedly, and plundered their 
country, which they found full of people, and 
replenished with abundance of cattle, w hile no- 
• 

• . his i.s iiow wauinm. 
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body durst make any resistance against them ; 
for Facoriis, the king of the country, had fled 
away for fear, into places where they could 
not easily come at him, and had yielded up 
every thing he had to them, and had only 
saved his wife and his concubines from tiiein, 
and that with difficulty also, after they had 
been made captives, by giving them a hun- 
dred talents for their ransom. These Alans 
therefore plundered the country without op- 
position, and with great ease, and then pro- 
ceeded as far as Armenia, laying all waste be- 
fore them. Now Tiridates was king of that 
country, who met them, and fought them, but 
had like to have been taken alive in the bat- 
tle ; for a certain man threw a net over him 
from a great distance, and had soon drawn 
him to him, unless he had immediately cut 
the cord with his sword, and ran away, and 
prevented it. So the Alans, being still more 
provoked by this sight, laid waste the coun- 
try, and drove a great multitude of the men, 
and a great quantity of the other prey they had 
gotten out of both kingdoms, along w ith them, 
and then retreated back to their own country. 


CHAPTER Vni. 

CONCEHNING MASADA AND THOSE SICARH WHO 
KEPT IT ; A>JI) HOW SILVA BETOOK HIMSKL§ ** 
TO FORM THE SIEGE OF THAT ClTAilEl.. 
ELEAEAJl’S SPEECHES TO THE HKSIEGEH. 

§ 1. When liassus was dead in Judea, Fla- 
vius Silva succeeded him as procurator there ; 
who, when he saw that all the test of the 

country was subdued in this war, and that 
there was but one only strong hold that was 
still in lebellion, he got all his army together 
that lay in difl'erent places, and made an ex- 
pedition against it. 'J’liis fortress was called 
Masada. It was one Kleazar, a potent man, 
and the commander of these Sicarii, that had 


avarice, which tiiey afterwards made evident 
by their own actions ; for those that w^ere 
partners with them in their rebellion, joined 
also with them in the war against the llo. 
mans, and went farther lengths with them in 
their impudent undertakings against tbcni ; 
and when they w'erc again convicted of dis- 
sembling in such their pretences, they sii!‘ 
more abused those that justly reproached them 
for their wickedness ; and indeed that was a 
time most fertile in all manner of wicked 
practices, insomuch that no kind of evil deeds 
were then left undone ; nor could any one so 
much as devise any bad thing tliat was new, 
so deeply were they all infected, and strove 
with one another in their single capaci!}, and 
in their communities, who should run the 
greatest lengths in impiety tow’ards God, and 
in unjust actions towards their neighbours ; 
the men of pow'cr oppressing the multitude, 
and the multitude earnestly labouring to de- 
stroy the men of power. The one part were 
desirous of tyrannizing over others ; and the 
rest of ofl'ering violence to others, and of plun- 
dering such as w'ere richer than themselves. 
They were the Sicarii who first began these 
transgressions, and first became barbarous to- 
wards those allied to tliem, and left no word' 
of reproacli unsaid, and no works of perdition 
untried, in order to destroy those whom tlieif 
contrivances 'atVected. Yet did John demon- 
slrate by his actions, that these Sicarii were 
! more moderate than he was himself, for he 
! not only slew’ such as gave him good couii.^cl 
I to do w hat was right, but treated them u or?,! 

! of all, as the most bitter enemies that he liail 
among all the citizens ; nay, he filled his en- 
tire country with ten thousand instances of 
wickedness, such as a man wdio w’as already 
hardened sufficiently in his impiety toward^ 
God, wouhl naturally do; for the food 
unlawful that was set upon his table, and he 
rejected those jiurilications that the huv of liis 
country had ordained ; so that it was no lon- 
ger a wonder if he, who was so mad in his 


seized upon it. He was a descendant f.oin that 
Judas who had persuaded abundance of the 
Jews, as wc have formerly related, not to sub- 
mit to the taxation when Cyrenius was sent in- 
to Judea to make one; for then it was that the 
Sicarii got together against those that were 
willing to submit to the Jtomans, and treated 
them in all respects as if they had been their 
enemies, both by plundering them of wlnat 
they had, by driving away their cuttle, and by 
setting fire to their bouses : for they said that 
they differed not ut all from foreigners, by 
betraying, in so cowardly a manner, that 
frecdotn which Jews tliought worthy to be 
contended for to the utmost, and by own- 
ing that they preferred slavery under the 
Romans before such aconlenlion. Now this 
was in reality no better than a pretence, and 
a cloak for the barbarity which was made use 
of by them, ami to colour over their own 


impiety towards Ciod, did not observe any 
rules of gculleness and common affection to- 
wards men. Again, therefore, w-liat miscliul 
was there which ISimon the son of Gioras did 
not do ? or what kind of abuses did he ab- 
stain from as to those very free men wlio liatl 
set him up for a tyrant? What friendship or 
kindred were there that did not make iiini 
more bold in bis daily miirdtfrs ? for they 
looked upon the doing of mischief to stran- 
gers only, as a work beneath their eourage, 
but thought llieir barbarity towards their near- 
est relations would bo a glorious demonstra- 
tion thereof. The Idumcans also strove with 
these men w'lio should be guilty of the great- 
est madness! for they [allj, vile wretches as 
they were, cut the throats of the high -priests, 
that so no part of a religious regard to G 

might f»c prt'served ; they tlieiice proceeded ta 
destroy utlei ly tiie least remains of a political 
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government, and introduced the most com- n passage for ascent, though not without dif- 
plete scene of iniquity in all instances that ficulty. Now, of the ways that lead to it, 
were practicable ; under which scene, that one is that from the lake Asphaltitis, towards 
sort of people that were called Zealots grew the sun-rising, and another on the west, where 
up, and who indeed corresponded to the name ; the ascent is easier : the one of these ways is 
for they imitated every wdeked work ; nor, if called the as resembling that animal 

their memory suggested any evil thing that in its narrowness, and its perpetual windings ; 
had formerly been done, did they avoid zea- for it is broken off at the prominent precipices 
lously to pursue the same ; and although they of the rock, and returns frequently into it- 
gave themselves that name from their zeal for self, and lengthening again by little and little, 
what was good, yet did it agree to them only hath much ado to proceed forward ; and he 
by way of irony, on account of those they had that would walk along it must first go on one 
unjustly treated by their wild and brutish dis- leg, and then on the other ; there is also no- 
position, or as thinking the greatest mischiefs thing but destruction, in case your feet slip ; 
to be the greatest good. Accordingly, they for on each side there is a vastly deep chasm 
rtll met with such ends as God deservedly and precipice, sufficient to quell the courage 
brought upon them in way of )>unishment ; of every body by the terror it infuses into 
for all such miseries have been sent upon the mind. When, therefore, a man hath 
them as man’s nature is capable of undergo- gone along this way for thirty furlor.gs, the 
iiig, till the utmost peri«)d of their lives, and rest is the top of the hill, — not ending at a 
till death came upon them in various ways of small point, but is no other than a plain upon 
tonii-cnt : yet might one say justly that they the higliest part of the mountain. Upon this 
sull'ered less than they had done, because it top of the hill, Jonathan the high-priest first 
was impossible they could be punished accord- of all built a fortress, and called \t Masada ; 
ing to their deserving ; but to make a lamen- after which the rebuilding of this place ein- 
talion according to the deserts of those win ployed the care of king Herod to a great de- 
fell under these men’s barbarity, tJ)is is not a gree; he also built a wall round about the 
proper ])lace ft)r it : — 1 tlierofore now retur entire top of the hill, seven furlongs long; 
again to the remaining part of the present nar- it was composed of white stone; its height 
ration. was twelve, and its breadth eight cubits ; 

'i. For now it was that tlic Roman gene- there were also erected upon that wall thirty- 
ral came, and led his army against Elcazar' eight towers, each of tlicm fifty cubits high ; 
and* those Sicarii who held the fortress Masa-jout of which you might pass into lesser edi- 
(la togctl’icr with him; and for the whole , fices, which were built on the inside, round 
enuntry adjoining, he presently gained it, and I the entire wall; for the king reserved the 
pill garrisons into the most proper places of top of the hill, which was of a fat soil and 
it: he also built a wall quite round the entire better mould than any valley for agriculture, 
fortress, that none of the besieged might east- that such as committed themselves to this 
ly escape: ho also set his men to guard the fortress for their preservation, might not even 
i veral parts of if ; he also pitched !»is camp there he quite destitute of food, in case they 
in stich an agreeable place as he lia<l chosen should ever be \nt of it from abroad, 

for tl; ■ siege, and at which phice the rock be- Moreover, he built a palace therein at lla 
longing to the fortress did make the nearest western ascent : it was within and beneath 
approach to the neighbouring mountain, the walls of the citadel, but inclined to its 
whicli yet was a place of difficulty for getting north side. Now the wall of this pala'^e was 
plenty o " provi>ions ; for it was not only food very high and strong, and had at its four cor- 
t lint as to be brought from a great distance ners towers sixty cubits high. The fiirnilure 
[to tile army], and this with a great deal of also of the edifices, and of the cloisters, and of 
pain to tliose Jews who were appointed for the baths, was of great variety, and very 
that imrpose, but water was also to be brought costly ; and these buildings were supported 
to the camp, because the place afibrded no by pillars of single stones on every side ; the 
fountaiii dial was near it. When therefore walls also and the floors of the edifices were 
Silva had oruered these afi’airs beforehand, he paved with stones of several colours. He also 
fell to besiegfng the place ; which siege ivas had cut many and great pits, as reservoirs for 
likely to stand in need of a great deal of skill water, out of the rocks, at every one of the 
and pains, by reason of the strength of the places that were inhabited, both above and 
fortress, the nature of which 1 will now do- round about the palace, and before the w'all ; 
scribe. and by this contrivance he endeavoured to 

3, There was n rock not small in circum- have water for several uses, as if there had 
ference, and very high. It was encompassed been fountains there. Here was also a road 
with valleys of such vast depth downward, digged from the palace, and leading to the very 
that the eye couhl not reach their bottoms ; top of the mountain, which yet could not bo 
Shey were abrupt, and such as no animal soon by such as were without [the walls] ; nor 
could walk upon, excepting at two places ofi indeed could enemies easily make use of the 
fhe rock, where it subsides, in order to afibrdl plain roads; for the road on the east side, at 
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we have already taken notice, could not be 
walked upon, by reason of its nature ; and for 
the western road, he built a large tower at its 
narrowest place, at no less a distance from the 
top of the hill than a thousand cubits ; w'hich 
tower could not possibly be passed by, nor 
could it be easily taken ; nor indeed could 
those that walked along it without any fear 
(such was its contrivance) easily get to the 
end of it; and after such a manner was this 
citadel fortified, both by nature and by the 
bands of men, in order to frustrate the attacks 
of enemies. 

4. As for the furniture that w as within this 
fortress, it was still more wonderful on account 
of its splendor and long continuance; for 
here was laid up corn in large quantities, and 
such as would subsist men for a long time ; 
here was also wine and oil in abundance, with 
all kinds of pulse and dates heaped up to> 
gether ; all which Eleazar found there, when 
be and his Sicarii got possession of tl»c fortress 
by treachery. These fruits were also fresh 
and full ripe, and no way inferior to such 
fruits newly laid in, although they were little 
short of a hundred years * from the laying in 
these provisions [by Herod], till the place was 
taken by the Romans ; nay, indeed, when the 
Romans got possession of those fruits that 
were left, they found them not corrupted all 
that wijile : nor should we be mistaken, if we 
su]}posed that the air was here the cause of 
their enduring so long, tl)is fortress being so 
high, and so free from tlie mixture of all 
terrene and muddy particles of matter. There 
was also found here a large quantity of all 
sorts of weapons of war, whicli had been trea- 
sured up by that king, and were suflicient for 
ten thousand men : there was cast iron, and 
brass, and tin, which show that he tuid taken 
much pains to have all things here ready for 
the greatest occasions ; for the report goes 
how Herod thus j)repared this fortress on 
his own account, as a refuge against two 
kinds of danger; the one for fear of the mul- 
titude of the Jews, lest they should depose 
him and restore their former kings to the go- 
vernment ; the other danger was greater and 
more terrible, whicli arose from Cleopatra, 
queen of Egypt, who did not conceal her in- 
tentions, but spoke often to Antony, and de- 
sired him to cut off Ilerod, and entreated 
him to bestow the kingdom of Judea upow 
her. And certainly it is a great wonder 
that Antony did nt rer comply with her com- 
mands in this point, as lie was so miserably 
enslaved to his passion for her; nor should 
any one have been surprised if she had been 
gratified iti such her request. So the fear of 
rhesc dangers made Herod rebuild Masada, 
and thereby leave it for the finishing-stroke 
of the Romans in this Jew ish war. 

> Pliny and others ironfimi tliis strange paradox, that 
gfTovHiuns taid • agaiii-st sirges will continue gwal for 
a hundred yea;* mi Spanhelrn notes upon this place. 
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5, Since therefore the Roman commander 
Silva had now built a wall on the outside, 
round about this whole place, as w'e have said 
already, and had thereby made a most accu. 
rate provision to prevent any one of the be. 
sieged running away, he undertook the siege 
itself, though he found but one single place 
that would admit of the banks he was to raise • 
for bcliind that tower which secured the road 
that led to the palace, and to the top of the 
hill from the west, there was a certain cmin- 
ency of the rock, very broad and very pro- 
minent, but three hundred cubits beneath the 
higliest part of Masada ; it was called the 
White Promontory. Accordingly he got up- 
on that part of the rock, and ordered the arinv 
to bring earth ; and when they fell to that 
work with alacrity, and abundance of them 
together, the bank w'as raised, and became 
solid for two hundred cubits in height. Yet 
was not this bank thought surticiciilly liigh for 
the use of the engines that were to be set upon 
it ; but still another elevated work of great 
stones compacted together was raised upon 
that bank : this was fifty cubits, both in 
breadth and height. The other machines 
that were now got ready were like to those 
that had been first devised by Vespasian, and 
afterwards by Titus, for sieges, ^'hcre 
also a tower made of the height of ,ixl) 
cubits, and all over plated with iron, (nil 
of which the Romans threw' darts and stoiw-i* 
fioni tile engines, a/id soon made those tiiat 
fought from the walls of the place to retire, 
and woulU not let them lift up their heads 
above the works. At the same time hiilva 
ordered that great battering-ram which he 
had made, to h« brought thither, and to be- 
set against the wall, and to make freijiient 
batteries against it, which with dilli- 

culty, broke down a part of the wall 
quite overthrew it. However the 6u 
made haste, and presently built anollur wall 
within tliat, whicli shouhl not be liable to tlie 
same niisfoitune from the machines with the 
other ; it was niaile soft and yielding, and 
so was capable of avoiding the terrible blows 
that allected the other. Jt was framed after 
the following manner: — They laid togctlier 
great beams of wood lengthways, one close to 
tin: end of another, and the same way in 
wf ich they were cut • there were twool these 
rows parallel to one another, and laid at such 
a distance from each other as*’the hreadfli 
the wall required, and earth was put uto the 
space between those rows. Now, that the 
earth might not fall away upon the elevation 
of this bank to a greater height, they farther 
laid other beams over across them, 'id 
thereby bound those beams together that 
lay lengthw'uys. Thisw'ork of theirs was like 
a real edifice ; and w hen the machines were 
applied, the blows were weakened by its yi^' 
ing ; and as the materials by such concussion 
were shaken closer together, the pile by t ift' 
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means became firmer than before. When | reduce us under their power while we ara 
Silva saw this, he thought it best to endeavour alive. We were the very first that revolted 
the taking of this wall by setting fire to it ; from them, and we are the last that fight 
so he gave order that the soldiers should throw against them ; and I cannot but esteem it 


a great number of burning torches upon it: 
accordingly, as it was chiefly made of wood, 
it soon took fire ; and when it was once set 
on fire, its hollowness made that fire spread 
to a mighty flame. Now, at the very begin- 
ning of this fire, a north wind that then blew 
proved terrible to the Romans ; for by bring- 
ing the flame downward, it drove it upon 
them, and they were almost in despair of suc- 
cess, as fearing their machines w'oiild be 
ournt : but after this, on a sudden the w-ind 
changed into the south, as if it were done by 
divine providence; and blc\v strongly the 
contrary way, and carried the flame, and 
drove it against the wall, which was now on 
lire through its entire thickness. So the Ro- 
mans, having now assistance from God re- 
turned to their camp with joy, and resolved 
10 attack their enemies the very next day ; on 
which occasion they set their watch more care- 
fully that night, lest any of the Jews should 
run away from them without being disco- 
vered. 

6. However, neither did Eleazar once think 
of flying away, .vould he permit any one 
else to do so; hut when he their wall 
, burnt down by the tire, and could devise no 
otiier way of escaping, or room for their far- 
‘rlicr .courage, and setting before tlieir eyes 
what the Romans would do to them, their 
children, and ihcir wives, if they got them 
into their power, he consulted about having 
them all lain. Now, as he judged this to be 
the best ihing tliey could do in their present 
circumstances, he gatliered the most courage- 
ous of Ins companions together, and encoii- 
r.v^^ed them to take that course by a speech* 
Ahicli made to them in the manner fol- 
lowing . — “ Siiue we, long ago, my generous 
friends, olved vants to the 

Uo ns, nor to any other than to God him- 
self, who alone is the true and just Lord of 
mankind, die time is now come that obliges 
us to make that resolution true in practice. 
And let us not at this time bring a reproach 
upon ourselves for self-contradiction, while we 
formerly would not undergo slavery, though 
it were then without danger, but must now, 
together slavery, choose such punish- 

ments also as ^ro intoleiable ; I mean this, 
upon the supposiliotr that the Romans once 

* The s|)ccches in (Ii s and the next section, as introiluc- 
ed under the ncrsiin of thi- Kloaziir, are execinliiig re- 
markable, aiui on the nolilest siibiects, the contempt of 
death, and (he dignity and iniinortality of the soul; 
and that not only among the Jews, but among the In- 
‘lians lhemsclvc‘8 also; and are highly worthy incperu- 

of all the curious. It seems as if that philosophic 
lady who surviveti, i )>. ix, sect. 1, 5?, remembered the 
suksianco of these discourses, as s|K)kcn by Klcazar.aiul 
so Josephus elothwl Awm in his own words: at the low- 
est they contain the lew i.'Ji notions on these heads, as 
understood then b\ onr .Joseplact, aiui cannot but dc- 
serve a suiUiblc rev,. ml fnnn us. 


a favour that God hath granted us, that it is 
still ill our power to die bravely, and in a state 
of freedom, which hath not been the case of 
others, who w'cre conquered unexpectedly. It 
*s very plain that we shall be taken within a 
day’s time ; but it is still an eligible thing to 
die after a glorious manner, together with our 
dearest friends. This is what our enemies 
themselves cannot by any means hinder, al- 
though they bo very desirous to take us alive. 
Nor can we propose to ourselves any more to 
fight them and beat them. It bad been pro- 
per indeed for us to have conjectured at the 
purpose of God mucli sooner, and at the very 
first, when we were so desirous of defending 
our liberty, and when we received such sore 
treatment from one another, and worse treat- 
ment from our enemies, and to have been sen- 
sible that the same God, who had of old taken 
the Jewish nation into his favour, had now' con- 
demned them to destruction ; for had he either 
continued favourable, or been but in a lesser 
degree displeased wdth us, he had not overlook- 
ed the destruction of so many men, or delivered 
his most holy city to be burnt and demolished 
by our enemies. To be sure, w e weakly hoptnl 
to have preserved ourselves, and ourselves 
alone, still in a state of freedom, as if we had 
been guilty of no sins ourselves against God, 
nor been partners w ith those of others ; wo alr.o 
taught other men to preserve their lUierty. 
Wherefore, consider how God hath convinced 
us that our hopes were in vain, hy bringing 
such' distress upon us iu the desperate state 
we are now in, and wliicL is beyond all our 
expectations ; for the nature of this fortress, 
W'hich was in itself unconquerable, hath not, 
proved a means of our deliverance ; and even 
while we have still great abundance of food, 
and a great quantity of arms, ar.ii other ne- 
cessaries more than we want, we arc openly 
deprived by God liimscif of all hope of deli- 
verance; for that lire which was driven upon 
our enemies did not, of its own accord, turn 
back upon the wall which we had built : this 
was the ell'ect of God’s anger against us for 
our manifold sins, w hich w e have been guilty 
of in a most insolent and extravagant manner 
w'ith regard to our own countiymen; the pu- 
nishments of which let us not receive from 
the Romans, but from God himself, as exe- 
cuted by our own hands, for these will be 
more moderate than the other. Let our wives 
die before they arc abused, and our children 
before they have tasted of slavery ; and after 
we have sJain them, let us bestow that glori- 
ous benefit upon one another mutually, and 
preserv'e ourselves in freedom, as an excellent 
funeral monument for us. But first let us de- 
stroy our money and the fortress by fire ; for 
1 urn well assured that this w ill be a great grief 
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to tlie Romans, that tht*y shall not be able to 
seize upon our bodies, and shall lail of our 
wealth aho; and let us spare nothing but our 
provisions ; for they will be a testimonial 
when we are dead that we were not subdued 
for want of necessaries; but that, according 
to our original resolution, we have preferred 
death before slavery.” 

7. This was Eleazar’s speech to them. Yet 
did not the opinions of all the a>uditors ac(]Lii. 
esce therein ; but although some of them were 
very zealous to put his advice in practice, and 
were in a manner filled with pleasure at it, 
and thought death to be a good thing, yet had 
those that were most effeniinatc a commisera- 
tion for their w'ives and families ; and when 
tliese men were especially moved by the pros- 
pect of their own certain death, they looked 
wistfully at one another, and by the tears that 
were in their eyes, declared their dissent from 
his opinion. When Eleazar saw these peo- 
ple in such fear, and that their souls were de- 
jected at so prodigious a proposal, he was at raid 
lest perhaps these effeminate persons should, 
by their lamentations and tears, enfeeble those 
that heard what he had said courageously ; 
so he did not leave off exhorting them, but 
stirred up birnself, and recollecting proper 
arguments for raising their courage, Jtc un- 
dertook to speak more briskly and fully to 
them, and that concerning the immortality of 
the soul. So he made a lamentable groan, 
and fixing his eyes intently on those that wept, 
he spake thus Truly, I was greatly mis- 
taken when 1 thought to be assisting to brave 
men who struggled hard for tlteir liberty, and 
to such as were resolved either to live vvith 
honour, or else to tlie; but I find that you 
are such people as are no better than others, 
either in virtue or in courage, and are afraid 
of dying, though you be delivered thereby 
from the greatest miseries, while you ought to 
make no delay in this matter, nor to await 
any one to give you good advice ; for the laws 
of our country, and of God himself, have, 
from ancient times, and as soon as ever we 
could use our reason, continually taught us, 
and our forefathers have corroborated the 
same doctrine by their actions and by their 
bravery of mind, that it is life that is a cala- 
mity to men, ami not death ; for this last af- 
fords our souls their liberty, and sends them 
by a removal into iluir own jilace of purity, 
where they are to be insensible of all sorts 
of misery; for wliile souls are tied down to a 
mortal body, they are partakers of its mise- 
ries ; and really, to speak the truth, they are 
themselves dead ; for the union of what is di- 
vine to what is mortal, is disagreeable. It is 
true, the power of the soul is great, even when 
it is imprisoned in a mortal body ; for by 
moving it after a way that is invisible, it makes 
llie body a sensible instrument, and causes it 
to adva.ire farther in its actions than mortal na- 
ture could atherwise do. However, when it is 


. freed from (hat weight which draws it down to 
I the earth and is connected witii it, it obtains 
its own proper place, and does then become a 
partaker of that blessed pow er, and those a- 
bilities, which are then every way incapable 
of being hindered in their operations. It con- 
tinues invisible, indeed, to the eyes of men, as 
does God himself ; for certainly it is not it- 
self seen, while it is in the body ; for it is 
there after ad. invisible manner, and when it 
is freed from it, it is still not seen. It is this 
soul which hath one nature, and that an in- 
corruptible one also ; but yet is it the cause 
of the change that is made in the body; for 
whatsoever it be which the soul touches, tliat 
lives and flourishes ; and from whatsoever it 
is removed, that withers away and dies : such 
a degree is there in it of immortality. I,ct 
me produce the state of sleep as a most evi 
dent demonstration of the truth of what I say , 
wherein souls, when the body does not dis- 
tract them, have the sweetest rest depending 
on themselves, and conversing with God, by 
their alliance to him ; they then go every, 
where, and foretell many futurities before- 
hand ; and w hy are w'e afraid of death, while 
• are pleased with the rest that w'e have in 
sleep? and how absurd a thing is it to pur- 
sue after liberty while w-c are alive, and yet 
to envy it to ourselves where it will be efer- 
nal ! We, therefore, who have been brought 
up in a discipline of our own, ought to become 
an example to others of our readiness to die ; 
yet if we do not stand in need of foreigners 
to support us in this matter, let us regard 
tlio^e Indians who profess the exercise of j)lii- 
losophy ; for these good men do hut nnwilling. 
ly uiulergo the time of life, and look upon it 
as a necessary servitinle, and make haste to let 
tlieir souls loose from their bodies ; nay, 
when no misfortune pressC'. them to it, nor 
drives them upoti it, these have such a desire 
of a life t»f immortality, that they tell other 
men beforehand that they arc about to de- 
part; an<l nobody hinders them, but every 
one ihiuks them happy men, and gives them 
letters to be carried to their familiar friends 
[th.»t are dead] ; so firmly and certainly do 
they believe that souls converse with one a- 
notiier [in the other world ;. So when these 
men have heard all such connnands that were 
to 1 m given them, they deliver their body to 
the I and, in order to their getting their 
soul a separation from the body, in thegn 
est purity, they die in tin midst of hymns of 
commendations made them ; for their 
dearest friemls conduct them to their death 
more readily than do any of the rest of man- 
kind conduct their fellow-citizens when they 
are going a very long journey, who, at ihe 
same time, weep on their owui account, Imt 
look upon the others as happy persons, as so 
soon to be made partakers ol the immorta 
order of beings. Are not wc, therefore, a- 
shamed to have lower notions than the Indi» 
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ans ? and by our own cowardice to lay a base 
reproach upon the laws of our country, which 
are so much desired and imitated by all man- 
kind ? But put the case that we had been 
brought up under another persuasion, and 
taiiglit that life is the greatest good which 
men arc cap ble of, and that death is a calami- 
ty ; however, the circumstances we are now 
in ought to he an inducement to us to bear 
such calamity courageously, since it is by the 
will of God, and by nccesMity, that we are to 
die ; for it now appears that God hath made 
such a decree against the whole Jewish na- 
Ijon, that wc are to he deprived of this life 
which [he knew] we w'ould not make a due 
use of; for do not you ascribe the occasion 
of your present condition to yourselves, i 
think the Romans are the true occasion that 
this war wc liave had witli them is become so 
dc->truclivc to us all : these things have not 
come to pass by their power, l)iit a more 
pow’crful caii.se hath intervened, and made tis 
ad’ord them an occasion of their appearing t 
1)6 coiKjuerors over us. Wliat Roman wea- 
pons, I pray you, were those, by wliich the 
Jews of Cesarea were On the contra 

ry, when they were no way dispo.se(! to re- 
bel, but were all the while keeping their se- 
venth day festival, and did not so much as 
lift up their hands .tgainst the citizens of C<?- 
sarea, yet did those citizens run upon them in 
. .'real crowds, and cut their throats, and the 
throats of tlieir wives aiid children, and this 
ivitlmut any regard to the Romans themselves, 
who never took us for their enemies till we re- 
volted from them. But some may be ready to 
^ay, tliat truly the people of Cesarea had always 
a (|uarrel against tliose that lived among them, 
and tijat when an oppurtunity ofl'ered itself, 

^ only satisfied the old rancour Uiey had 
agains* them. What then .shall we sav to those 
of ScyMiopolis, who ventined to wage war with 
us on account of the Greeks? Nor did they 
do it by way of revenge upon the lioniaiis, 
when they acted in concert with our country- 
men. Vhorefore you see how little our 
good-will and fidelity to them profited us, 
while they w'cre slain, they and their whole 
families after the most inluunan manner, 
which was all the requital tliat was made 
them for the assistance they had allbrded the 
others^ f r that very same destruction which 
they had prevented from falling upon the o- 
ihers, did thffy suffi'r themselves from them, 
as if they had been ^eady to be the actors a- 
gainst them. It would be too long for me 
to speak at this time of every destruction 
brought upon us for you cannot but know, 
that there w-as m me Syrian city wliicl 

did not slay their Jewish inhabitants, and 
were not more bitter enemies to us than were 
the Romans thL'»nselve.s ; nay, even those ol 
Damascus,* when they were able to allege 

• Sec b. ii, < li. nx, sect. where the number of the 
slain is but 10,UU0. 


no tolerable pretence against us, filled their 
city with the most barbarous slaughter of our 
people, and cut the throats of eighteen thou- 
sand Jews, with their wives and children. 
And as to the multitude of those that were 
slain in Egypt, and that with torments also, 
we have been informed they were more than 
sixty thousand ; those indeed being in a fo- 
reign country, and so naturally meeting with 
nothing to oppose against their enemies, were 
killed in the manner forementioned. As for 
all those of us who have waged war against 
the Romans in our ow'ii country, had vve not 
sufficient reason to have sure hopes of victory ? 
For we hail arms, and walls, and fortresses 
so prepared as not lo be easily taken, and 
courage not to he moved by any dangers in 
the cause of liberty, which encouraged us all 
to revolt from the Romans. But then, these 
advantages sufficed us but for a short time, 
and only raised our hopes, while they really 
appeared to be the origin of our miseries ; 
for all wc had hath been taken from us, and 
ail hath fallen under our enemies, as if these 
advantages were only to render their victory 
over us the more glorious, and were not 
disposed for the preservation of those by 
whom these preparations were made. And 
as for those that are already dead in the war, 

I it is reasonable we sl)ould esteem them 
blessed, for they are dead in defending, and 
not in betraying their liberty ; but as to the 
nultitudc of those that are now under the Ro- 
mans, who would noi pity their condition ? and 
who would not make haste to die, before he 
would sutler the same miseries with them ? 
Somp of them liave been put upon the rack, 
and tortured with lire and whippings, and so 
Jied. Some have been half-devoured by 
wild beasts, and yet have been reserved alive 
1^0 be devoured by them a second time, in or- 
der to ailbrd laughter and sport to our ene- 
mies ; and such of those as are alive still, are 
to be looked on as the most miserable, who 
x*ing so desirous of death, could not come 
It it. And where is now that great city, the 
netropolis of the Jewish naMon, wliich was 
fortified by so many walls round about, which 
had so many fortresses and largo tow'ers to 
defend it, which could hardly contain the in- 
struments prepared for the war, and whicli 
had so many ten thousands of men to tight 
for it ? Where is this city that was believed 
lo have God himself inhabiting therein ? It 
now demolished to the very foundations ; 
and hath nothing but that monument of it pre- 
si rved, I mean the camp of those that have de- 
stroyed it, which still dwells upon its ruins; 
some .mfortunate old men also lie upon the 
ashes of the temple, and a few women are 
there preserved alive by the enemy, for our 
bitter shame and reproach. Now, who is 
there that revolves these things in his mind, 
and yet is able to bear the sight of the sun, 
though he might live out of danger ? Whe 
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is thcr« so much his country’s enemy, or so 
unmanly, and so desirous of living, as not to 
repent that he is still alive ? And 1 cannot 
but wish that we had all died before we had 
seen that holy city demolished by the hands 
of our enemies, or the foundations of our 
holy temple dug up after so ])rofane a man. 
ner. But since we had a generous hope that 
deluded us, as if we might perhaps have been 
able to avenge ourselves on our enemies on 
that account, though it be now become 
vanity, and hath left us alone in this distress, 
let us make liaste to die bravely. Let us 
pity ourselves, our children, and our wives, 
while it is in our power to show pity to them; 
for we arc born to die,* as well as those were 
whom we have begotten ; nor is it in the 
power of t! c most happy of our race to avoid 
it. But for abuses and slavery, and the 
sight of our wives led away after an ignomi. 
nious manner, with their children, these are 
not such evils as are natural and necessary a- 
mong men ; alihougli such as do not pre- 
fer death before those miseries, when it is in 
their power so to do, must undergo even tliein, 
on account of their own cowardice. Wo re- 
volted from the Romans with great preten- 
sions to courage ; and when, at the very last, 
they invited us to preserve ourselves, we 
would not comply with them. Who will 
not, tlierefore, believe that they will certain- 
ly be in a rage at us, in case they can take us| 
alive ? Miserable will then be the young 
men, who will be strong enough in their bo- 
dies to sustain inany torments! miserable | 
also will be those of elder years, who will not 
be able to bear those calamities which young 
men miglit sustain ! One man will be oblig- 
ed to hear the voice of his son imploring help 
of his father, when liis hands are bound ! 
But certainly our hands are still at libeity, 
and have a sword in them ; let them then be 
subservient to us in our glorious design ; let 
us die before we become slaves under our c- 
lemies, and let us go out of the world, toge- 
ther with our children and our wives, in 
state of freedom. This it is that our laws 
command us to do this it is that our wives 
and children crave at our hands; nay, God 
himself hath hrougiit this necessity upon us ; 
while the Koirians desire the contrary, and 
are afraid lest any of us should die before we 
are taken. Lei us therefore make haste, and 
instead of affording them so much pleasure, 
as they hope for in getting us under their 
power, let us leave them an example which 
shall at once cause their astonishment at our 
deatJi, and their admiration of our hardiness 
therein,” 

* Roland here seU down a parallel aj)hori8m of one 
of the Jewish rabbins. V\*c are bom tnat w© may die, 

and die that we -nay live.** 


CHAPTER IX. 

HOW THE PEOPLE THAT WERE IN THE FORTRF.S8 
WERE prevailed ON BY THE WORDS OF EI.E- 
AZAR, TWO WOMEN AND FIVE CHILDREN ON. 
LY EXCErrED, AND ALL SUBMITTED TO BE 
KILLED BY ONE ANOTHER. 

§ I. Now as Elcazar was proceeding on in 
this exhortation, they all cut him off short, and 
made haste to do the work, as full of an un- 
conquerable ardour of mind, and moved with 
a demoniacal fury. So they went their ways, 
as one still endeavouring to he before another, 
and as thinking that this eagerness would be 
a demonstration of their courage and good 
conduct, if tliey could avoid appearing in the 
last class : so great was the zeal they were in 
to slay their wives and children, and them- 
selves also! Nor indeed, \vhen they came to 
the w'ork iiself, did their courage fail tlieni, 
as one might imagine it would have done; 
but they then held fast the same resolution, 
without wavering, which they had upon the 
hearing of Eleazar’s speech, while yet every 
one of them still retained the natural jiassior 
of love to thernseives and tlieir funilics, be- 
cause the reasoning (hey went upon appeared 
to tliem to be very just, even with regard to 
tnosc that were dearest to them ; for the hus- 
bands temlcrly embraced their wives, and 
‘took their children into their arms, and gave 
I the lofigcst parting kisses to them, with tears 
in their eyes. Yet at the same lime did they 
complete what they liad resolved on, as if tbey 
had been executed l)y the hands of strangers, 
and they had nothing else for tlieir coinfoit 
but the necessity they were in of doing tin's 
execution, to avoid that prospect they hail of 
the miseries they were to suffer from tlieir 
enemies. Nor was there at length any one 
of these men found that scrupled to act tlieir 
part in this terrible execution, hut every oiicol 
tliem dispatclud his dearest relations. Miser- 
able men indeed were they ! whose distress 
forced them to slay their own wives and chil- 
dren with their own hands, as the lightest or 
those evils that were before them. So tiny 
being not able to hear tlie grief they were 
under for what they had ilone any longer, and 
esteeming it an injury to those they liad slain, 
to live even the shortest space 1)f lime after 
them, — they presently laid all they had in a 
heap, and set fire to it. They then chose ten 
men by lot out of them, to slay all the rest; 
every one of whom laid himself down by bis 
wife and children on the ground, and threw 
his arms about them, and they offered their 
necks to the stroke of those who by lot exe- 
cuted that melancholy office: and when these 
ten had, without fear, slain them all, tliey 
made the same rule for casting lots for thcni- 
selves, that he whoso lot it w’os should first 
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liill the other nine, and after all, should kill . 
himself. Accordingly, all these had courage 
sufficient to be no way behind one another in 
doing or suffering ; so, for a conclusion, the 
nine offered their necks to the executioner, 
and he who was the last of all took a view of all 
the other bodies, lest perchance some or other 
among so many that were slain should want 
his assistance to be quite dispatched ; and 
when he perceived that they were all slain, he 
set fire to the palace, and with the great force 
of his hand ran his sword entirely through 
himself, and fell down dead near to his own 
relations: So tliese people died with this in- 
tention, that they would leave not so much 
as one soul among them all alive to be sub. 
ject to the Romans. Yet was there an an- 
cient woman, and another who was of kin to 
Eleazar, and superior to most women in pru- 
dence and learning, with five children, who 
had concealed themselves in caverns under 
ground, and had carried water thither for 
their drink, and were hidden there when the 
rest were intent upon the slaughter of one 
another. Those others were nine hundred 
and sixty in number, the women and children 
being withal included in that computation. 
This calamitous slaughter w'as made on the 
lifteenpi day of the month Xantiiicus [Nisan]. 

2. Now for the Romans, they expected 
that they should be fought in the morning, 
wlien accordingly they put on their armour, 
*atid Jaid bridges of planks upon their ladders 
from their banks, to make an assault upon 
the fortress, which they did ; but saw nobody 
as an enemy, but a terrible solitude on every 
side, with a fire within the place, as well as a 
perfect silence. So they w'ere at a loss to 
guess at what had happened. At length they 
made a shout, as if it had been at a blow 
g.ven by the battering-ram, to try whether 
they could bring any one out that was within; 
the w'oiuc'ii hoard this noise, and came out of 
their underground cavern, and informed the 
Romans what had been done, as it was done; 
and the second of them clearly described ail 
both what was said and what was done, and 
the manner of it ; yet did they not easily give 
their attention to such a desperate undertak- 
ing, and did not believe it could be as they 
said ; they also attempted to put the fire out, 
and quickly cutting themselves a way through 
it, they cai within the palace, and so met 
with the multitude of the slain, but rould 
take no pleasure in the fact, though it were 
done to their enemies. Nor could they do 
other than wonder at the courage of their re- 
solution, and the inmiovabio contempt of 
death which so great a number of them had 
shown, when they went through with such an 
action as that was. 


CHAPTER X. 

THAT MANY OF THE SICARII FLED TO ALEX- 
ANDRIA ALSO, AND WIIAT DANGERS THEY 
WERE IN THERE ; ON WHICH ACCOUNT THAT 
TEMPLE WHICH HAD FORMERLY BEEN BUILT 
BY ONIAS, THE HICH-PRIEST, WAS DESTROY 
ED. 

§ 1. When Masada was thus taken, the ge- 
neral left a garrison in the fortress to keep 
it, and he himself went away to Cesarea ; for 
there were now no enemies left in the country, 
it being all overthrowm by so long a war. Yet 
did this war aflbrd disturbances and danger- 
ous disorders even in places very far remote 
from Judea; for still it came to pass that 
many Jews were slain at Alexandria in Egypt; 
for as many of the Sicarii as were able to tiy 
thither, out of the seditious wars in Judea, 
W'ere not content to have saved themselves, 
but must needs be undertaking to'make newr 
disturbances, and persuaded many of those 
that entertained them to assert their liberty, 
to esteem the Romans to be no better than 
themselves, and to look upon God as their 
only Lord and Master. But when part of 
the Jew's of reputation opposed them, they 
slew some of them, and with the others they 
I were very pressing in their exhortations to 
revolt from the Romans ; but when the prin« 
cipal men of tlie senate saw what madness 
they were come to, they thought it no longer 
safe for themselves to overlook them. So they 
got all the Jew's together to an assembly, and 
accused the madness of the Sicahi) and de- 
monstrated that they had bnen the authors of 
all the evils that had come upon them. They 
said also, that “ these men, now they were 
run away from Judea, having no sure hope 
of escaping, because as soon as ever they shall 
be known, they will be soon destroyed by the 
Romans, they come hither and fill us full of 
those calamities w hich belong to them, while 
we have not been partakers with them in any 
of their sins.” Accordingly they exhorted 
the multitude to have a care, lest they should 
be brought to destruction by their means, and 
to make their apology to the Romans for what 
hud been done, by delivering these men up to 
them ; who being thus apprized of the great- 
ness of the danger they were in, complied witli 
what was proposed, and ran with great vio- 
lence upon the Sicaru, and seized upon them; 
and, indeed, six hundred of them were caught 
immediately : but as to all timse that fled in- 
to Egypt,* and to the Egyptian Thebes, it 

• Since Josephus heie informs us that some of these 
Sicarii, or rufllans, went from Alexandria (which was 
iisi-lf in Egypt, in a large sense) into Egypt, and Tlu‘jx*s 
ilicrc situated, Heland well oljservcs, from Vo>s:us, ihut 
Egvpt sometimes denotes Proper or Upper us 

distinct from the Delta, and the lower iwiU near v 
lestiiie. Accordingly, ns he «dd8, those Unit s«v it never 



785i WARS OF 

was not long ere they were caught also, and 
^ brought back, — whose courage, or whether 
we ought to call it madness, or hardiness in 
their opinions, every body was amazed at ; for 
when all sorts of torments and vexations of 
their bodies that could be devised were made 
use of to them, they could not get any one 
of them to comply so far as to confess, or 
seem to confess, that Ciesar was their lord ; 
but they preserved their own opinion, in spite 
of all the distress they were brought to, as if 
they received these torments and the fire itself 
with bodies insensible of pain, and with a 
soul that in a manner rejoiced under them. 
But what was most of all astonishing to the 
beholders, was the courage of the children ; 
for not one of these children was so far over- 
come by these torments, as to name Cajsar for 
their lord. So far does the strength of the 
courage [of the soui] prevail over the weak- 
ness of the- body. 

2. Now Lupus did then govern Alexan- 
dria, who presently sent Caesar word of this 
commotion ; who having in suspicion the rest- 
less temper of the Jews for innovation, and 
being afraid lest they should get together again 
and persuade some others to join wiiii tiietii, 
gave orders to Lupus to demolish that Jewish 
temple which was in the region called Onion, • i 
and was in Egypt, which was built and had 
its denominatio-n from the occasion follow- 
ing : — Onias, tlic son of Simon, one of the 
Jewish high- priests, lied from Antiochus the 
king of Syria, when he made war with the 
Jews, and came to Alexandria; and as Pto- 
lemy received him very kindly on account of 
his hatred to Antiochus, he assured him, that 
if he would comply with ins proposal, he 
would bring all the Jews to his assistance ; 
and when the king agreed to do it so far as 
he was able, he desired him to give him leave 
to build a temple somewhere in Egypt, and 
to worship God according to the customs of 
his own country; for iliat the Jews would 
then he so mucli readier to fight against An- 
tiochus, who had laid waste the temj>ie at Je- 
rusalem, and that they would then come to 
him with greater good-will ; and that, by 
granting them liberty of conscience, very 
many of them would come over to him. 

3. So Ptolemy complied with his proposals, 
and gave him a place one hundred and eighty 
furlongs distant from Meiiiphis.f That No- 

rains in Egypt, must mean the Proper or Upper Egypt, 
because it (foes sf>metiines rain in the other parts, bee 
the note on Antiti. b. ii, ch. vii, sect. 7 ; and b. iii, ch. 
i, sect. 6. 

• Of this temple of Onias's building in Egypt, sec 
the notes on AntU]. b. xiii, eh. iii, sect. 1 : but whereas 
it is elsewhere, both of tlie War, b. i, ch. i, teet. I, and 
in the Antiq. as now quoted, said that this temple was 
like to (hat at Jerusalem, and here that it was not like 
it, but like a tower, 'se(rt. .3, there is some reason to sus- 
the readlns here, and that either the negative |)ar- 
ticle is here to be blotted out, or the word entirety ad 
ded. 

i We must observe, that Josephus here speaks of 
Antiochus, who profaned the ttmple, as now alive, 
when Otiias had leave given him by Philoinetor to build 
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mos w'as called the Nomos of Heliopolis 
where Onias built a fortress and a temple 
not like to that at Jerusalem, hut such as 
resembled a tower. He built it of large 
stones to the height of sixty cubits ; he made 
the structure of the altar in imitation of that 
in our own country, and in like manner 
adorned with gifts, excepting the make of the 
candlestick, for he did not make a candle- 
stick, but had a [single |' lamp hamrfiered out 
of a piece of gold, wdiich illuminated the place 
with its rays, and which he hung by a chain 
of gold ; hut the entire temple was cMicom- 
passed with a wall of burnt brick, though it 
had gates of stone. The king also gave him 
a large country for a revenue in money, that 
both the priests might have a plentiful pro- 
vision made for them, and that God might 
have great abundance of what things were ne- 
cessary for his worship. Yet did not Onias 
do this out of a sober disposition, hut he had 
a mind to contend with the Jews at Jerusalem, 
and could not forget the indignation he h.-uj 
for being banished thence. Accordingly, he 
thought that by building this temple he should 
draw away a great number from them to him- 
self. 'rhere had been also a certain ancient 
prediction made by a [prophet] whose name 
was Isaiah, about six hundred years hetbre, 
that this temple should be built by a man that 
was a Jew iu Egypt. | And this is the histury 
of the building of that temple. 

4. And now Lupus, the governor of Alex-* 
andria, upon the receipt of Cai^sar’s letter, 
came to the tcm[))e and curried out of i! some 
of the donations dedicated theieto, and shut 
up the temple itself ; and as Lupus died a 
little afterward^ Baulin us succeeded him. 
Tills man left none of these donations there, 
and threatened the priests severely if thc'y did 
not bring them all out; nor did he permit 
any who were desirous of worshipping tied 
there, so much as to come near the whole 
sacred place ; hut when lie liud shut up the 
gales, he made it entirely inaccessible, inso- 
much that there remained no longer the least 
footsteps of any divine worship that had been 
in that place. Now the duration of the time 
from the building of this temple till it was 
shut up again, was three liundred and forty- 
three years. 

his temple; whereas it seems not to have been actually 
built till about fifteen years afterwards. Yet, because 
it is said in the Anti p that Onias went to Philoinetor, 
b. xii, ch. ix, sect. 7, during the lifc-tline of that Anti- 
oehus, it is probable he petitioned, and jMirhaps obtain* 
ed his leave then, though it were not actually built ui 
fiiiishetl till fifteen years afterward. 

X Isa. xix, 18—23. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

CONCERNING JONATHAN, ONE OF THE SICARII, 
that stirred UF a sedition in CYRENEf 

and was a false accuser [of the inno- 
cent]. 

§ 1. AnH now did the madness of the SicarUf 
like a disease, reach as far as the cities of Cy- 
rene ; for one Jonathan, a vile person, and by 
trade a w'eaver, came thither and prevailed 
with no small number of the poorer sort to 
give ear to him ; he also led them into the 
desert, upon promising them that he would 
show them signs and apparitions ; and as for 
the other Jews of Cyrene, he concealed his 
knavery from them, and put tricks upon them ; 
but those of the greatest dignity among them 
informed Catullus, the governor of tlie Libyan 
Pentapolis, of his march into the desert, and 
of the preparations ho had made for it. So 
he sent out after him both horsemen and foot- 
men, and easily overcame them, because they 
were unarmed men : of these, many were 
slain in the dglit, but some were taken alive 
and brought to Catullus. As for Jonathan, 
the head of this plot, he lied away at that 
tune; but upon a great and very diUgen' 
search which was made all the country over foi 
him, he was at last taken ; and w'hcn he wa; 
brought to Catullus, he devised a way where 
by he both escaped punishment himself, an( 
atfbrdcd an occasion to Catullus of doin^ 
much mischief ; for he falsely accused th( 
richest men among tiie Jews, and said tha 
they had put him upon what he did. 

2. Now Catullus easily admitted of these 
liis calumnies, and aggravated matters greatly 
aa J made tragical exclamations that he inigl 
also bo supposed to have had a hand in th 
finishing of the Jewish war ; but what wa 
still harder, he did nut only give a too eas; 
beli^'f to his stories, but he taught the Sica. 
to accusi men falsely, He bade this J 
nathan, tuerefore, name one Alexander, 
Jew (with whom he bad formerly had aquai 
rel, and openly professed that he hated him) 
he also got him to name his wife Hernice, 
concerned with him. These two, Catulli 
ordered to be slain ’n the first place; nay 
after them i, • caused all the rich and wealtli 
Jews to be i||ain, being no fewer in all tlr 
three thousand. Tliis, he thought, he migl 
do safely, because ho confiscated their etlect! 
»nd added them to Ceesar's revenues. 

a. Nay, indeed, lest any Jews tliat liv' 
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Isewhere should convict him of his villany, 
le extended his false accusations farther, and 
ersuaded Jonathan, and certain others that 
fere caught with him, to bring un accusation 
^ attempts for innovation against the Jews 
lat were of the best character both at Alex- 
ndria and at Rome. One of these, against 
horn this treaclierous accusation was laid, 
as Josephus, the writer of these books. 
However, this plot, thus contrived by Catul- 
is, did not succeed according to his hopes ; 

>r though he came himself to Rome, and 
rought Jonathan and his companions along 
ith him in bonds, and thought he should 
lave had no farther inquisition made as to 
lose lies that were forged under his govern- 
nent, or by his means, yet did Vespasian sus- 
icct the matter, and make an inquiry how 
ar it was true ; and when he understood that 
;he accusation laid against the Jews was an 
njust one, he cleared them of the crimes 
barged upon them ; and this, on account of 
Titus’s concern about the matter, and brought 
a deserved punishment upon Jonathan ; for 
he W'as first tormented, and then burnt alive. 

4. Rut as to Catullus, the emperors were 
io gentle to him, that he underwent no severe 
condemnation at this time ; yet was it not 
long before he fell into a complicated and al 
most incurable distemper, and died miserably 
He was not only afflicted in body, but the 
distemper in his mind was more heavy upon 
liira than the other ; for he was terribly dis- 
turbed, and continually cried out, that he saw 
the ghosts of those whom he had slain stand- 
ng before him. Whereupon he was notable 
to contain himself, but leappd out of his bed, 
as if both torments and lire were brought to 
him. This his distemper grew still a great 
deal worse and worse continually, and his 
very entrails were so corroded, that they fell 
out of his body, and in that condition he 
died. Thus he became as great an instance 
of divine providence as ever was, and demon- 
strated that God punishes wicked men. 

5. And here we shall put an end to this 
our history ; vvlierein we forirerly promised 
to deliver the same with all accuracy, to such 
as should btj desirous of understanding after 
what manner this war of the Romans with 
the Jews was managed. Of which history, 
how good the style is, must be left to the de- 
termination of the readers ; but for the agree- 
ment with the facts, I shall not scruple to 
say, and that boldly, that truth hath been 
what 1 have alone aimed at through its entire 
composition. 



ANTIQUITY OF THE JEWS, 


iXAVIUS JOSEPHUS 

against 

APION.* 


BOOK I. 


] . I SLTTOSE iliati by my booSis of the An> 
tiquities of the Jews, most excellent Epaphro- 
ditus, f 1 have made it evident to those who 
peruse them, that our Jewish nation is of very 
great antiquity, and had a distinct subsistence 
of its own originally ; as also, I have therein 

* This first book has a wrong title, ft is not written 
Igainst Apion, as is the first part of the sicond book, 
but against those Greeks in general who would not be- 
lieve Josephus’s former accounts of the very ancient 
state of the Jewish nation, in his xx biKtks of Anliiiui- 
ties; and particularly against Agatharchidcs, Manctno, 
Cheremon, and Lysimachus. It is one of the most 
reamed, excellent, and useful Ixxiks of all antiquity; 
and upon Jerome's perusal of this, and the following 
oooks, he declarer, that it seems to him a miraculous 
thill' " how one that was a Hebrew, who had been 
from his infancy instructed in sacred learning, should 
be able to prixluce such a number of testimonies out of 

f irofane authors, as if he had read over all the Grecian 
ibraries.” Kpist. 84. arf Ma^fnumt and the learned Jew, 
Manassch-lien-lsracl, esteemed these two books so ex- 
cellent, as to translate them into the Hebrew; tills we 
leam from his own catalogue of his works, which i have 
seen. As to the time anu place, when and where these 
two books were written, the learned have not hitherto 
been able to determine them any farther than that they 
were written some time after his Antiquities, or some 
time after a. o. 93; which indeed Is too obvious at their 
entrance to be overlooked by even a careless peruser, 
they being directly intended against those that would 
not believe what he had aflvanced in those books con- 
cerning the great antiquity of the Jewish nation. As 
to the place, they all imagine that these two books were 
written where the former were, l mean at Home; and 
1 confess, that 1 myself believeil both those determina- 
tions, till 1 came to finish my notes upon these books, 
when 1 met with plain indications that they were writ- 
ten not at Rome, but in Judea, and this after tlie third 
year of Tr^an, or a. n. 1 00. 

t Take Dr. Hudson’s note here, which, as It justly 
contradicts the common opinions that Josephus cither 
died under Domitlan, or at least wrote nothing later 
than his days, so docs it ptrfeelly agree to my own de- 
terminaijon, flrom Justus of Tiberias, that he wrote or 
finished his own i ife after the third of Trqjan, or a. ». 
IU1« To whidi «\'rddiuialso agrees, IJt rod. No. ZhU. 


declared how we came to inhabit this country 
wherein we now live. Those Antiqqitiei” 
contain the history of five thousand years, 
and are taken out of our sacred hooks ; but 
are translated by me into the Greek tongue. 
However, since I observe a considerable num- 
ber of people giving ear to the reproaches that 
are laid against us by tliuse who bear ill-will 
to us, and will not believe w hat 1 have written 
concerning the antiquity of our nation, while 
U)ey take it for a plain sign that our nation 
is of a late date, because they are not so much 
as vouchsafed a hare mention by the most fa- 
mous historiographers among the Grecians, I 
therefore have thought myself under an obliga- 
tion to write soinew hat hrieHy about these aiib- 
jects in order to convict those that reproach us 
of spite and voluntary falsehood, and to correct 
the ignorance of others, and withal to instruct 
all those who arc desirous of knowing tlie 
truth of what great antiquity we really are. 
As for the witnesses whom I shall produce lor 
the proof of wliat I say, they shall he such as 
are esteemed to he of the greafest reputation 
for truth, and the most skilful in the know, 
ledge of all antiquity, by the Greeks thein- 


nSpaphrotiUu*,'} »* Since Flavius Josephus (says Hr 
Hudson) wrote for finished] his books of AndqiuiifS 
on the thirteenth of Doinitiitn [a. d. 9.1], and aflertnat 
wrote tlie Memoirs of his own Life, as an appendix to 
the bcK>ks of Antiquities, and at last hl» two 
against Apion, and yet dedieaied ail those writings to 
l^taphroiiitus, he can hardly be that Epaphroditus wno 
was formerly secretary to Nero, and was slam on n 
fourteenth [or fifteenth] of Doniltian, after he had ^ 
for a giMxl while in banishment; but aiio^cr Epapln<^ 
ditus, a freed-man, and procurator of Triyan, as say 
G rodu-s on Luke i, 3.” 
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selves. 1 will also show, that those who 
have written so reproachfully anti fiilsely about 
us, are to be convicted by what they have 
written themselves to the contrary. 1 shall also 
endeavour to give an account of the reasons 
why it bath so happened, that there hath not 
been a great number of Greeks who have made 
mention of our nation in their histories. I will 
however, bring those Grecians to light who 
have not omitted such our history, for the sake 
of those that either do not know them, or pre- 
tend not to know them already. 

2. And now, in the first place, I cannot 
but greatly wonder at those men, who sup- 
pose that we must attend to none but Gre- 
cians, when we are inquiring about the most 
ancient facts, and must inform ourselves of 
their truth from them only, while we must 
not believe ourselves nor other mcMi ; for I 
am convinced that the very reverse is the 
truth of tlic case. I mean tliis, — if we will 
not be led by vain opinions, but will make in- 
quiry after truth from facts themselves; for 
they will find, that almost all which concerns 
the Greeks happened not long ago ; nay, one 
may say, is of yesterday only. I s|>eak of 
the building of their cities, the invention of 
their arts, and the description of their laws; 
and as for their care about the writing dowm 
of their histories, it is very near the last thing 
tliey set about. However, they acltnowledgc 
.themselves so far, that they were the Egyp- 
tians*, the Chaldeans, and the Piioenicians (for 
t will not now reckon ourselves among them) 
tliat have preserved the memorials of the most 
ancient and most lasting traditions of man- 
kind ; for almost all these nations inhabit 
such countries as are least subject to destruc- 
tion from the world about them ; and these 
al ’O have taken especial care to have nothing 
omitted of what was [remarkably] done t»- 
mong them ; but their history was esteemed i 
Mcred, and put into public tables, as written; 
by men of the greatest wisdom they had a- 1 
mong them ; but as for the place where the 
Grecians inhabit, ten thousand destructions 
l)»ve overtaken it, and blotted out the memo* 
ry of former actions ; so that they were ever 
beginning a new way of living, and supposed 
that every one of them was the origin of their 
new state. It was also late, and with diffi- 
culty, that tliey came to know the letters 
they now use , for those who would advance 
their use of tli^sc letters to the greatest anti- 
quity, pretend that they learned them from 
the Phoenicians and from Cadmus; yet is 
nobody able to demonstrate lliat they have 
any writing preserved from that time, neither 
m their temples, nor in any other public mo- 
numents. This appears, because the time 
"'hen those lived wlio went to the Trojan war, 
so many years afterward, is in grAt doubt, 
and great inquiry is nnade whether the Greeks 
used their letters at that time ; and the most 
Otvvailing opinion, und that nearest the truth, 


is, that their present way of using those letters 
was unknown at that time. However, there 
is not any writing which the Greeks agree to 
be genuine among them ancienter than Ho- 
mer’s Poems, who must plainly be confessed 
later than the Siege of Troy •. nay, the report 
goes, that even he did not leave his poems in 
writing, but that their memory was preserved 
in songs, and they were put together after- 
ward ; and this is the reason of such a num- 
ber of variations as are found in them.* As for 
those who set themselves about writing their 
histories, I mean such as Cadmus of Miletus, 
and Acusilaus of Argos, and any others that 
may be mentioned as succeeding Acusilaus, 
they lived but a little while before the Per- 
sian expedition into Greece. But then for 
those that first introduced philosophy, and the 
consideration of things celestial and divine 
among them, such as Pherecydes the Syrian, 
and Pythagoras, and Thales, all with one con- 
sent agree, that they learned what they knew 
of the Egyptians and Chaldeans, and wrote 
but little. And these are the things which are 
supposed to be the oldest of all among tlie 
Greeks ; and they have much ado to believe 
1 that the writings ascribed to those men are 
genuine. 

3. How can it then be other than an al>- 
I surd thing for the Greeks to be so proud, ano 
to vaunt themselves to be the only people that 
are acquainted with antiquity, and that have 
delivered the true accounts of those early 
times after an accurate manner . Nay, who 
is there that cannot easily gather from the 
Greek writers themselves, that they knew but 
little on any good foundation when they set 
to w'rite, but rather wrote their histories from 
their own conjectures . Accordingly, they 
confute one another in their own books to 
purpose, and are not ashamed to give us the 
most contradictory accounts of the same 
, things : and I should spend my time to little 
I purpose, if I should pretend to teach the 
Greeks that which they know better than I 
I already, what a great disagreement there is 
between Hellanicus and Acusilaus about their 
'genealogies; in how many cases Acusilaus 
■ corrects Hesiod ; or after what manner Ephe- 
rus demonstrates Hellanicus to have told lies 
in the greatest part of his history ; as does 
I Tiineus in like manner as to Ephorus, and 
j the succeeding writers do to Tiineus, and all 
; the later writers do to Herodotus ; f nor could 

• This preservation of Homer’s Poems by memory, 
aiut not by liis own writing them down, and that thence 
! they were styled Rhapsodies, as sung by him, tike bat- 
' lads, by parts, and not composed and connected together 
: in wmpicte worka, are opinions well known from the 
j ancient ci 'ornentators ; though such supposal seems to 
I myself, as well as to Fabricius, Biblioth. Graec. i, p. 

I and to others, highly improbable. Nor docs Josephus 
I say there were no ancienter writings among the Greeks 
than itomer’s Poems, but that they did not fully own 
any ancienter writing! pretending to such antiquity, 
which is true. ^ _ 

f It well deserves to be considered, that Josef hus hero 
1 says, how alt the following Greek historians looked on 
! Hcroilotus as a fabulous autlior, and FresenUy, sect. 14, 
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Timras agree with Antiochus and Philistius, had no original records to lay for their foun. 
or with Callias, about the Sicilian History, no datidn, which might at once inform those who 
more than do the several waiters of the Atthi* had an inclination to learn, and contradict 
das follow one another about the Athenian those that would tell lies. However, we are 
affairs ; nor do the historians the like, that to suppose a second occasion besides the for. 
wrote the Argolics, about the affairs of the mer of these contradictions ; it is this : Tliat 
Argives. And now what need I say any more those who were the most zealous to write his- 
about particular cities and smaller places, tory, W'ore not solicitous for the discovery of 
while in the most approved writers of the ex- truth,f although it was very easy for them al, 
pedition of the Persians, and of the actions ways to make such a profession ; but their 
which were therein performed, there are so business was to demonstrate that they could 
great differences ! Nay, Thucydides himself write well, and make an impression upon 
is accused by some as writing w'hat is false, mankind thereby ; and in what manner of 
although he seems to have given us the ex- writing they thought they were able to exceed 
actest history of the affairs of his ow n time, others, to that did they apply themselves. 

4. As for the occasions of this so great dis- Some of them betook themselves to the writ- 
agreement of theirs, there may be assigned ing of fabulous narrations ; some of them en. 
niany that are very probable, if any have a deavoured to please the cities or the kings, hy 
mind to make an inquiry about them ; but I writing in their commendation ; others of 
ascribe these contradictions chiefly them fell to finding faults with transactions, 

causes, which I will now mention, still | or with the writers of such transactions, and 
think what 1 shall mention in the first place, thought to make a great figure by so doing; 
to be the principal of all j for if we remem- and indeed these do what is of all tilings the 
ber, that in the beginning (he Greeks had most contrary to true history ; for it is the 
taken no care to have public records of their | great character of true history that all con- 
several transactions preserved, this must for ceined therein both speak and write the same 
certain have afforded those that w'ould after- things; while these men, by writing difl’crent- 
w'ard write about those ancient transactions, jy about the same things, think they shall he 
the opportunity of making mistakes, ami the believed to write with the greatest regard to 
power of making lies also; for this original truth. We therefore [who are Jews] must 
recording of such ancient transactions hath yield to the Grecian writers as to language 
not only been neglected by the other states of and eloquence of composition ; but then uo 
Greece, but even among the Athenians them- shall give them no such preference as to the 
selves also, who pretend to be Aborigines, verity of ancient history ; and least of all as 
and to have applied themselves to learning, to tliat part which concerns the affairs of our 
there are no such records extent; nay, they own several countries. 

say themselves, that the laws of Draco con- e. As to the care of writing down the re- 
cerning murders, which are now extent in cords from the earliest antiquity among the 
WTiting, are the most ancient of their public Egyptians and Babylonians; that the priests 
records ; which Draco yet lived but a little were intrusted therewitli, and employed a phi. 
time before the tyrant Tisistratus.* For as losophical concern about it; that they were 
to the Arcadians, who make such boasts of the Chaldean priests that did so among the 
their antiquity, what need I spiak of them in Babylonians ; and that the Phcenicians, who 
particular, since it was still later before they were mingled among the Greeks, did csjjc. 
got their letters, and learned them, and that cially make use of their letters, both for the 
with difficulty also. common affairs of life, and for tlic deliveritjg 

5. I'liere must therefore naturally arise down the history of conirnou transaciions, 1 
great differences among writers, when they think I may omit any proof, because all men 


how Manctho, the most authentic writer of the Egy)>- 
tian History, greatly complains of his mistakes in the 
Egyptian affairs; as also that Strabo, h. xi, p. 507, the 
most accurate geographer and historian, esteenned him 
such ; that Xenophon, the much more accurate histo- 
rian in the affairs of Cyrus, implies, that Herorlotus’s 
account of that CTcat man is almost entirely Tomantic. 
Sec the notes on Antiq. h. xi, ch. ii, sect 1, and Hutch- 
inson’s Prolegomena to his edition of Xenophon's KCc^ 
ntuin'tt, that we have already seen in the note on An- 
t;q. b. viii, ch. x, sect. .3, how very little Herodotus knew 
about the .Icwish afl'airs and country, and that he greatly 
aflbeted what w^ call the Marvellofus, as Monsieur llof- 
!in has lately and justly detennined ; whence wc are not 
always to de)>etid on the autlu/rity of Herodotus, where 
it is unsupported bv other evidence, but oi.ighf to cxmi* 
|iarc the other evidence with his, and, if it prejKmder- 
atf>, to prefer it before his. I do not mean by tliis, that 
Herodotus wilfully related what he believed to he false 
|as Ctrfsias seems to have done), but that he often want- 
M jeviuence, and sometimes prefened what was marved- 
fcmt to wh^f w; 4 host attested as really true. 

• About !.;• dnrygof Cyrus and DanieL 


f It is here well worth our oliservation, what the rea- 
sons arc that such ancient authors as Hern<ioliis, Jo 
sephus, and others, haM: been read to so liltic piir- 
;k)m; by many learned critics; via. That their main aim 
.las not be<m ehronoiogv or history, but |>hilologyj, to 
know words, and not tilings, they not much cnti'nnj| 
oftentimes into the real contents of ^leir authors, aiKi 
judging which were the most accurate discoverers (» 
truui, and most to be de|>cnded on in the several histu- 
ries, but rather inquiring who wrote the finest style, ann 
hail the greatest elegance in their expressions ; wnu‘n 
ate things of small consequence in comparison ^ 
other. Thus you will sometimes find great 
among the learned, whether Herodotus or l hucydui‘s 
were the finest historian in the Ionic and Attic [y 
writing ; which signify little as to the real value of lacn 
of their histories ; while it would Ik* of much 
ment to IcWlhe reader know, that as the ' 

Herodotus’s history, which begiiw so nimh t^arlicr. aiiu 
reaches so mucb wider than that of 1 ’ y, 

therefore vastly gfcaler; so is tlie most part of l m o 
dides, which belongs to his own times, and fell unU 
his own observation, much the most certain. 
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allow it 80 to be : but now as to our fore* I f God himself by inspiration ; and others 
fathers, that they took no less care about lave written what liath happened in their own 
writing such records (for I will not say they times, and that in a very distinct manner also, 
took greater care than the others I spoke of) 8. For we have not an innumerable mul 
and that they committed that matter to their .itude of books among us, disagreeing from 
high-priests and to their prophets, and that and contradicting one another [as the Greeks 
these records have been written all along have], but only twenty two books, •(• which 
down to our own times witli the utmost ac> contain the records of all the past times ; 
curacy; nay, if it be not too bold for me to say which are justly believed to be divine ; and of 
it, our history will be so written hereafter; — them, five belong to Moses, which contain his 
1 shall endeavour briefly to inform you. laws and the traditions of the origin of man- 
7. For our furefatburs did not only appoint kind till his death. This interval of time 
tne best of these priests, and those that attend* was little short of three thousand years ; but 
ed upon the divine worship, for that design as to the time from the death of Moses till the 
from the beginning, but made provision that reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, who reign- 
the stock of the priests should continue un- ed after Xerxes, the prophets, who were after 
mixed and pure ; for he wiio is partaker of Moses, wTote down what was done in their 
the priesthood must propagate of a wife of the times in thirteen books. The remaining foui 
sajne nation, without having any regard to books contain hymns to God, and precepts 
money, or any other dignities; but he is to for the conduct of human life. It is true, our 
make a scrutiny, and take his wife’s genea- history hath been written since Artaxerxes 
logy from the ancient tables, and procure very particularly, but hath not been esteemed 
many witnesses to it;* and this is our prac- of the like authority with the former by our 

• not only in Judea, but wheresoever any forefathers, because there hath not been an ex- 

body of men of our nation do live ; and ever act succession of prophets since that time; and 
tlicrc, an exact catalogue of our priests’ mar- how firmly wc have given credit to those 
riages is kept ; I mean at Egypt and at Ba books of our own nation, is evident by wliat 
bylon, or in any other place of the rest of the we do ; for during so many ages as have aU 
habitable earth, whithersoever our priests are ready passed, no one has been so bold as 
scattered ; for they send to Jerusalem the an- either to add any thing to them, to take any 
eient names of their parents in writing, as well thing from them, or to make any change in 
as those of their remoter ancestors, and signify them ; but it becomes natural to all Jew's, im- 
who are the witnesses also; but if any war mediately and from their very birth, to esteem 
falls out, such as have fallen out, a great many those books to contain divine doctrines, and to 
of them already, when Anliochus Epipbanes persist it» them, and, if occasion be, willingly 
iiiade an invasion upon our country, as also to die for them. For it is no new' thing for 
when Pompey the Great and Quintilius Varus | our captives, many of them in number, and 
did so also, and prirKipally in tlie wars that fref|uently in time, to be seen to endure racks 
have happened in our own times, those priests mid deaths of all kinds upon the theatres, that 
that survive them comiiose new tables of gc- they may not be obliged to say one word a- 
loalogy out of the old records, and examine gainst our l aws and the records that conUin 
the cireumstances of the women that remain ; them; whereas there are none at all among 
for slili they do not admit of those that have the Greeks who would undergo the least harm 
been captives, as suspecting that they had con- that account, no, nor in case all the writ- 
vc’sation with some foreigners; but what is i*tgs that are among them were to be destroy- 
llie strongest argument of our exact manage- the*y take them to be such discourses 

incnt in this matter is wbat 1 am now going me framed agreeably to the inclinations of 
to say, that we have the names of our high- those that write them ; and they have justly 
priests, from father to son, set down in our the same opinion of the ancient writers, since 
records, for tlio interval of iw’o thousand they see some ol the present generation bold 
years ; and if any one of these have been enough to w’rite about such aflairs, wherein 
transgressors of these rules, they are prohibit- they wvre not present, nor had concern enough 
ed to present tlietnsclves at the altar, or to be to inform themselves about them from those 
partakers of any other of our puritications ; that knew' them ; examples of which may be 
and this is justly, or rather necessarily done, of ours, where some per- 

becausc every one is not permitted of his own ^mis h-aye wriiien histories, and published 
accord to be a writer, nor is there any disagree- them, without luring been in the places con- 
inent in what is written ; they being only pro- corned, or having been near them when the 

phets that have written the original and ear- twenty-two s-vered books of the 

nest accounts of things as they learned them old Testament, see the Supplement to the Kssay on the 

Old Testament, p. sri—SP, vix. those we call canonical^ 

• Of this accuracy of the Jews, Ix'fore and in our “ cxcei>ting the Canticles ; but still v itii this f^rtliCT 

oaviour’* time, in e.arcfii]|y preserving their genealogies . x'ptiun, that the first book of ajwcryphal bo 

all along, particulArly those of the priests, sec Josephus’s taken into the number, instead of our canontcal ^ra. 
Life, sect, l. This accuracy seems to have ended at which seems to lie no more than a later epitome of the 
the destruction of JeruNalein by Titus, or, howevo* other; which two books of Canticles and L^ia, U no wa> 
that by Adrian ^ appears that our Jtweplius ever siiw 
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actions were done ; but these men put a few 
things together by hearsay, and insolently 
abuse the world, and call these writings by 
the name of Histories. 

9. As for myself, I have composed a true 
Iiistory of that whole war, and all the parti* 
culars that occurred therein, as having been 
concerned in all ito transactions; for I acted 
as general of those among us that are named 
Galileans, as long as it was possible for us to 
make any opposition. I was then seized on 
by the liomans, and became a captive. Ves> 
pasian also and Titus had me kept under a 
guard, and forced me to attend them con- 
tinually. At the first 1 was put into bonds; 
but was set at liberty afterward, and sent to 
accompany I'itus when he came from Alex- 
andria to the siege of Jerusalem ; during 
which time there was nothing done which e- 
scaped my knowledge ; for w liat happened in 
the Roman camp 1 sa^, and wrote down 
carefully; and what informations the deser- 
ters brought [out of the city], 1 was the only 
man that understood them. Afterward I got 
leisure at Rome ; and when all my materials 
were prepared for that w'ork, I made use of 
some persons to assist me in learning the 
Greek tongue, and by these means 1 compos- 
ed the history of those transactions; and 1 
was so well assured of the truth of what I re- 
lated, that I first of all appealed to those that 
had the supremo command in that war, Ves- 
pasian and Titus, as witnesses for mo, for to 
them I presented those books first of all, and 
after them to many of the Homans who had 
been in the ivar, I also sold them to many I 
of our o\\ n men who understood the Greek } 
philosophy ; among whom were Julius Ar- 
cliehius, Herod [king of Chalcis], a person of 
great gravity, and king Agrippa himself, a' 
person that deserved the greatest admiration. 
Now all these men bore their testimony to 
me, that 1 had the strictest regard to truth ; 
%%1 jo yet w'ouid not have dissembled the mat- 
ter, nor been silent, if I, out of ignorance, or 
out of favour to any side, either had given 
false Colours to actions, or omitted any of 
thi m. 

10. 'J’htre have been indeed some bad 
men, who have attempted to calumniate my 
histo V, and took it to be a kind of scholastic 
perfoniiancc for the exercise of young men. 
A strange sort of accusation and calumny 
tl is ! since every one that undertakes to de- 
liver the iiistory of actions truly, ought to 
know' them accurately himself in the first 
place, as either having been<H!oncerned in them 
Himself, or been informed of them by such 
as knew them. Now, both these methods of 
knowledge 1 may very properly pretend to 
in the composition of both my works ; for, 
as 1 said, 1 have translated the Antiquities 
out of our sacred hooks ; which 1 easily could 
do, since 1 was a priest by my birth, and 
have siudkd 'hat philosophy which is contain- 


ed in those writings ; and as for the History 
of the War, I wrote it as having been an ac- 
tor myself in many of its transactions, an eye- 
witness in the greatest part of tbe rest, aiui 
was not unacquainted with any thing whatso. 
ever that w'as either said or done in it. How 
impudent then must those deserve to be es- 
teemed, who undertake to contradict me n- 
bout the true state of those affairs ! who, al 
though they pretend to have made use of 
both the emperors’ own memoirs, yet they 
could not be acquainted with our affairs who 
fought against them. 

1 1. This digression 1 have been obliged to 
make, out of necessity, as being desirous to 
expose the vanity of those that profess to 
tvrite histories; and I suppose I have sufij. 
cietitly declared that this custom of transmit^ 
ting down the histories of ancient times hath 
been better preserved by those nations which 
are called Rarbaii.ms, than by the Greeks 
themselves. I am now willing, in the next 
place, to say a few things to those who endea- 
vour to prove that our constitution is but of 
late time, for this reason, as they protend 
that the Greek writers have said nothing a- 
boiit us ; after whicii I shall produce testi. 
monies for our antiquity out of the writings of 
foreigners : I sliall also demonstrate that such 
as cast reproaches upon our nation do it very 
unjustly. 

12. As for ourselves, therefore, wc neithc*' 
inhabit a maritime country, nor do wc delight 
in merchandise, nor in such a mixture with 
other men as arises from it; but the cities 
wc dwell in are remote from the sea, and hav 
ing a fruitful country for our habitutioc, we 
take pains in cultivating that only. Our 
principal care of all is this, to educate 
children well ; ami we think it to be the most 

j necessary business of our whole life, to nij. 

[ serve the laws that have been given us, and 
to keep those rules of piety that have been 
defivered down to us. Since, tliercfore, be- 
sides w'hat we have already taken notice of, 
we have had a peculiar way of living of our 
own, there was no occasion olfered us in an- 
cient ages for intermixing among the Greeks, 
as they had for mixing among the Egyptians, 
by fheir intcrcouse of exporting and import- 
ing their several goods ; as they also mixed 
with the Pluenicians, wdio lived by the sea- 
side, by means of their love of lucre in trade 
and merchandise. Nor did oiqr furefalbers 
betake themselves, as did some others, to rob- 
bery; nor did they, in order M gain more 
wealth, fall into foreign wars, although our 
country conuined inuiiy ten thousands of 
men of courage suflicient for iliat purpose ; 
for this reason it was that the IMioenici.ins 
themselves came soon by trading and naviga- 
tion to be known to the Grecians, and by 
their means the Egyptians became known to 
the Grecians also, us did all those people 
whence the Phoenicians in long voyages ovet 
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the seas carried wares to the Grecians. The ! Vom them • and they do make mention of us 
Medes also and the Persians, when they were Jews in their records, on account of tlie kin- 
lords of Asia, became well known to them ; dred there is between us. Now, when I shall 
and this was especially true of the Persians, have made my assertions good, so far as con- 
who led their armies as far as the other con- cerns the others, 1 will demonstrate that some 
tinent, [Europe]. The Thracians were also of the Greek writers have made mention of us 
known to them by the nearness of their coun- Jews also, that those who envy us may not 
tries, and Scythians by the means of those have even this pretence for contradicting what 
that sailed to Pontus ; for it was so in gene- I have said about our nation, 
ral that all maritime nations, and those that 14. I shall begin with the writings of the 
inhabited near the eastern or western seas, be- Egyptians ; not indeed of those that have 
came most known to thdse that were desirous written in the Egyptian language, which it 
to be writers ; but such as had their habita- ‘;s impossible for me to do. But Manetho 
fions farther from the sea were for the most was a man who was by birth an Egyptian, 
part unknown to them ; which things appear yet had he made himself master of the Greek 
to have happened as to Europe also, where learning, as is very evident ; for he wrote the 
the city of Rome, that hath this long time history of his own country in the Greek 
been possessed of so much power, and hath tongue, by translating it, as he saith himself, 
performed such great actions in war, is never out of their sacred records ; he also finds 
yet mentioned by Herodotus, nor by Thucy- great fault with Herodotus for his ignorance 
dides, nor by any one of their contemporaries; and false relations of Egyptian affairs. Now, 
and it was very lute, and with great difficulty, this Matietho, in the second book of his 
that the Romans became known to the Greeks, Egyptian History, writes concerning us in 
Nay, those that were reckoned the most ex- the following manner. 1 will set dnwn his 
act liistorians (and Epliorus for one) were very words, as if I were to bring the very 
so very ignorant of the Gauls and tlie Spani- man himself into a court for a witness 
ards, that he supposed the Spaniards, who in- “There was a king of ours, whose name was 
hal)it so great a part of the western regions Timaus. Under him it came to pass, I know 
of the earth, to be no more than one city, not how, that God was averse to us, and there 
Those historians also have ventured to de- came, after a surprising manner, men of ig. 
scribe such customs as were made use of by noble birth out of the eastern parts, and had 
them, which they never had either done or boldness enough to make an expedition into 
said; and the reason why these writers did our country, and with case subdued it by 
not know the truth of their affairs, was this, force, yet without our hazarding a battle with 
tnat they had not any commerce together; — them. So when they had gotten those that 
luit the reason why they wrote such falsities governed us under their power, they after- 
w'as this, that they had a miiul to appear to wards burnt down our cities, and demolished 
kntiw' things wdiieli others had not known, the ‘temples of the gods, and used all the in- 
IIow can it dien be any wonder, if our na- habitants after a most barbarous manner : nay, 
‘■,on was no more known to many of the some they slew, and led their children and 

Greeks, nor had given them any occasion their wives into slavery. At length they 

to meiuion them in their writing whih made one of themselves king, whose name was 
they were so rctnote from the sea, and had a Siilatis ; lie also lived at Memphis, and made 
conduct of life so peculiar to themselves ? both the upper and lower regions pay tribute, 
ill. Let us now put the case, therefore, and left garrisons in places that were the most 
that we made use of this argument concerning proper for them. He chiefly aimed to secure 
the Grecians, in order to prove that their na- the eastern parts, as foreseeing that the Assy- 
tion was not ancient, because nothing is said rians, who had then the greatest power, would 
of them in our records ; would not they laiigl be desirous of that kingdom and invadle them ; 
at us all, and probably give the same reasons and as he found in tlie Saite Nomos [Setlj-ro- 
for our silence that I have now alleged, and ite], a city very proper for his purpose, and 

would produce their neighbouring nations as which lay upon the Bubaslic channel, but 

witnesses to their own antiquity ? Now', the with regard to a certain theologic notion was 
very same thing will I endeavour to do ; for called ^variSf this he rebuilt, and made very 
1 will bring the Egyptians and the Plnenicians strong by the walls he built about it, and bj 
as my principal w’itnesscs, because nobody a most numerous garrison of two hundred 
cun complain of their testimony as false, or and forty thousand armed men whom he put 
account that they are known to have borne into it to keep it. Thither Salatis came in 
the greatest ill-will tow'ards us ; I mean this summer-time, partly to gather his corn, and 
as to the Egyptians, in general all of them, pay his soldiers their wages, and partly to 
while of the Plicenicians, it is known the Ty- exercise his armed men, and thereby to terrify 
rians have been most of all in the same ill dis- foreigners. When this man bad reigned 
position towards us : yet do 1 confess that I thirteen years, after him reigned another, 
cannot say the same of the Chaldeans, since whose name was Beon, tor forty-four years ; 
our first lca(ler^ and ancestors were derived after him reigned annffier, railed Apachna^. 
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thirty-six years and seven months ; after him 
Apophis reigned sixty-one years, and then 
Jonias fifty years and one month ; after all 
these reigned Assis forty-nine years and two 
months. And these six were the first rulers 
among them, who were all along making war 
with the Egyptians, and were very desirous gra- 
dually to destroy them to tlie very roots. This 
whole nation was styled Hycsgs, that is, S/ity?. 

for the first syllable Hyc, according 
to the sacred dialect denotes a hng, as is Sos 
a shepherd — but this according to the ordina- 
ry dialect ; and of these is compounded Kycso$ : 
hut some say that those people were Arabians.** 
Now, in another copy it is said, that this word 
does not denote JCmgSy but, on the contrary, de- 
notes Cajditie Shepherds, and this on account of 
the particle Hyc ; for tiiat Hyc, with the aspi- 
ration, in the Egyptian tongue again denotes 
Shcphei'ds, and that expressly also ; and this 
to me seems the more probable opinion, and 
more agreeable to ancient history. [But Ma- 
netho goes oti] “ These people, whom we 
have before named kings, and called shepherds 
also, and their descendants,** as he says, ** kept 
possession of Egypt five hundred and eleven 
ye'ars.** After these, he says, ** That the kings 
of Tb^bais and of the other parts of Egypt 
made an insurrection against the sliepherds, 
and that there a terrible and long war was 
made between them.** He says farther, “ That 
under a king, whose name was Alisphragmu- 
thosis, the shepherds subdued by him, 

and were indeed driven out of other parts of 
Egypt, but were shut up in a place that con- 
tained ten thousand acres : this place was 
named Avaris.” Manetho says,** That tlie shep- 
herds built a wall round all this place, which 



keep all their possessions and their prey with, 
in a place of strength, but that Tliuininosis 
the son of Alisphragmuthosis made an at- 
tempt to take them by force and by siege, 
with four liundred and eighty thousand men: 
to lie round about them ; hut that, upon his; 
despair of taking the plao;; by that siege, tiiey 
came to a composition with them, that they 
should leave k^gypt, and go w'ithout any harm 
to be done them, withersoever they would ; 
and that, after this composition was made, 
they went away with their whole families and 
effects, not fewer in number than two hundred; 
and forty thousand, and look their journey 
from Egypt, through the wilderness, for Sy- 
ria; but that, as they were in fear of the 
Assyrians, who had then the dominion 
over Asia, they built a city in that country 
which is now called Judea, and that large 
enough to contain this great number of men, 
and called it Jerusalem.**'* Now Manetho, in 
another book of his, says, ** Tliat this nation, 

• Here we have an account of the first building of. 
the city of Jerusalem, according to Maiictho, when the 
Phoenician shepherds were expelled out of Egypt, about 
thirty-seven years before Abraham came out of llaran. | 


thus called Shepherds, were also called Cap. 
lives, in their sacred books.** And this ac- 
count of his is the truth ; for feeding of sheep 
was the employment of our forefathers in the 
most ancient ages ; f and as they led such a 
wandering life in feeding sheep, they were 
called Shepherds. Nor was it without reason 
that they were called Captives by the Egyp. 
lians, since one of our ancestors, Joseph, told 
the king of Egypt that he was a captive, | 
and afterivard sent for his brethren into 
gyptby the king’s permission ; but as for these 
matters, I shall make a more exact inquiry 
about them elsewhere. ^ 

15. But now I shall produce the Egyptians 
as witnesses to the antiquity of our nation. J 
shall therefore here bring in IVJanetliu again, 
and what he writes as to the order of the times 
in this case, and thus he speaks : — “ W hen 
this people or shepherds were gone out of 
Egypt to Jerusalem, Tetlimosis the king of 
Egypt, who drove them out, reigned after- 
ward twenty-five years and four months, and 
then died ; after him his son Chebron took 
the kingdom for thirteen years ; after whom 
came Amenophis, for twenty years and seven 
months: then came his sister A messes, for 
twenty-oue years and nine months ; after her 
came Alephres, for twelve years and nine 
months*; after him was Mephrainuthosis, for 
twenty-five years and ten months; after liini 
w'as Tetlimosis, for nine years and eight, 
montiis ; after him came Ainenopliis,' for 
thirty years and ten months ; after him came 
Oriis, for thirty-six years and five montlis; 
then came his daughter Aceiichrcs, for twelve 
years and one mon th ; then was her brother 
Kathotis, for nine years ; then was Acen- 
cheres, for twelve years and five months; 
then came another Acencheres, for twelvi 
years and three months; after him Armais 
for four years and one month ; after him was 
Harnesses, for one year and four months; af- 
ter him came Arniesses Miammoun, for sixty- 
six years and two montlis; after liiin Anie- 
I nophis, for nineteen years and six months; 

1 after him came Selhosis, and Uaniesses, wlio 
I had an army of horse, and a naval force. Tin's 
Iking .appointed his brother Aimais, to he his 
jdejnity over Egypt.’* [In another cojiy it 
stood thus: — After him Came Sethosis, and 
Harnesses, two brethren, the former of whom 
had a naval force, and in a hostile manner 
I destroyed those that met him upon the sea ; 

' but as be slew Harnesses in no long time aftei- 
' ward, so he appointed another of his brethren 
to be iiis deputy over Egypt. "j He also gave 
him ail the other authority of a king, but with 
these only injunctions, that he should not 

+ Gen. xlvi, 32, .31 ; xlvii, 3, 4. . , i 

i 111 our copies of the of Genesis and of 

R hus, this Joseph never ealls himself “ a captive, wm n 
c was with the king of Egypt, though lie can 
i himself “ a servant,’^** a smve,” or “ captive, many 
times in the Testament of the I’welve Patriarchs, uuaa 
Joseph, sect. 1, 11, 13, 11, 13, 16'* 
if I'his is now wanting. 
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wear the diadem, nor be injurious to the queen, | liimself, from some stories of an uncertain orU 
the mother of his children, and that he should ginal, I will disprove them hereafter particu- 
not meddle with the other concubines of the larly, and shall demonstrate that they are no 
king; vvhile he made an expedition against better than incredible fables. 

Cyprus, and Phoenicia, and besides against the 17. I wdll now, tlicrefore, pass from these 
Assyrians and the Modes. He then subilued records, and come to those tliat belong to the 
them all, some by his arms, some without Phoenicians, and concern our nation, and shall 
fighting, and some by the terror of his great produce attestations to what I have said out of 
army ; and being puffed up by the great them. There are then records among the Ty- 
ftiiccesscs he had had, he went on still the rians that take in the history of many years, 
more boldly, and overthrew the cities and and these are public w’ritings, and are kept 
countries that lay in the eastern part' but w'ith great exactness, and include accounts ol 
after some considerable time, Armais, who the fficts done among them, and such as con- 
was left in Egypt, did all those very things, cern their transactions with other nations also. 


by way of opposition, which his brother had 
forbidden him to do, without fear ; for he 
used violence to the queen, and continued to 
make use of the rest of the concubines, with- 
out sparing any of them ; nay, at the persua- 
sion of his friends he put on the diadem, and 
set up to oppose his brotlier ; but tlien, lie 
who was set over the priests of Egypt, w'rote 
letters to Sethosis, and informed him of all that 
had happened, and how his brother had set up 
to oppose him : he therefore returned back 
to Pelusium immediately, and recovered his 
kingdom again. The country also was call- 1 
ed from his name Kpi/gt -y for Manetho says! 
that Sethosis himself was called Egyptiis, as 
wai his brother Armais called Dauaus.” * 

16. This is Manctho’s account; and evi- 
dent it is from the number of years by him set 
down belonging to this interval, if they be sum- 
ined up togetlier, that these shepherds, as they 
are liere called, who were no otlicr than our 
forefathers, were delivered out of Egypt, and 
came thence, and inhabited this country three 
hundred and ninety-three ycar> before Danaus 
came to Argos; altliougli the Argives look 
i.pon him I as their most ancient king. Ma- 
nclho, therefore, bears this testimony to two 
points oi the greatest consecjiience to our pur- 
pose, and those from the Egyptian records 
themselves. In the first place, that we came 
Din of another country into Egypt ; and that 
withal 0,1 r deliverance out of it was so an- 
cient in lime, as to have preceded the siege of 
'I'roy almost a thousand years ; but then, as 
to those things whicli Manetho adds, not from 
the Egyptian records, but, as he confesses 

* Of this P^eyptlan chronologj of IMaiictlio, as mis- 

taken bv Josei»hu8, and of those VlifPiiieian shepherds, 
as falsely supp ised by him, and odiers after him, to 
have h.-cn the Israelites in Kgynt, see Kssay on the Old 
Testament, Appendix, p. 18'J-^188. And note here, tiiat 
when Josephus icUs us that the (Jreeks or Argives look- 
ed on this Danaus as “ a most ancient," 

;he most tuieier*” king of Argos, he need not he 
sujiposwi to mean, in the strictest sense, that they had 
no one King so ancient as he; for it is ecrlaiii that they 
owned nine kings InTore him, and Inaclius at the head 
of them. See Authentic Records, part ii, page 983, 
as Josephus could not but know very well ; but that he 
was esteemed ns very ancient by them, and that they 
knew they had been first tif all denominated “ D/inai ’ 
from this very ancient king Danaus. Nor does this sit- 
perlativc degree always iiniily the most ancient" of all 
without exception, but i.s sometimes to be rendered 
‘‘ very ancient" only, as is the case in the like superla- 
tive degrees of other words also. 

♦ See the ptcwdiiig note. 


those I mean which were worthy of remem- 
bering. Therein it was recortled that the 
temple w'as built by king Solomon at Jerusa- 
lem, one hundred forty three-years and eight 
months before the Tyrians built Carthage ; 
and in their annals the building of our temple 
is related: for llirom, the king of Tyre, was 
the friend of Solomon our king, and had such 
friendship transmitted dowm to him from his 
forefathers. He thereupoti was ambitious to 
contribute to the splendor of this edifice of 
Solomon, and made him a present of one hun- 
dred and twenty talents of gold. He also 
cut down the most excellent timber out of that 
nountain which is so called Libanus, and 
sent it to him for adorning its roof. Solomon 
also not only made him many other presents, 
by w'ay of requital, but gave him a country 
in Galilee also, that was called Chabulon ; 
but there was another passion, a philosophic 
inclination of theirs, which cemented the 
friendship that was betwixt them , for they 
sent mutual problems to one another, with a 
desire to have them unriddled by each other ; 
wherein Solomon was sup.?rior to Hirom, as 
he W'as wiser than he in other respects; and 
many of tlie epistles that passed between them 
are still preserved among the Tyrians. Now’, 
that this may not depend on my bare word, 
I will produce for a witness, Dins, one that 
is believed to have w ritten the Phoenician His- 
tory after an accurate manner. Tiiis Dius, 
therefore, writes, thus, in his Histories of the 
Pluenicians : — “ Upon the death of Abibalus, 
his son Hirom took the kingdom. This king 
raised banks at the eastern parts of the city, 
and enlarged it ; he also j.oined the temple of 
Jupiter Olympius, which stood before in an 
island by itself, to the city, by raising a causey 
between them, and adorned that temple with 
donations of gohl. He moreover went up to 
Idbanus, and had limber cut down for the 
building of temples. They say farther, that 
Solunioii, when he w’as king of Jerusalem, 
sent problems to Hirom to be solved, and de- 
sired he would send others back for him to 
solve, and that he who could not solve the 
problems proposed to him, should pay money 
to him that solved them ; and when Hirom 

X 1 Kings ix, 13 
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had agi eed to the proposals, but was not able 
to solve the problems, he was obliged to pay 
a great deal of money, as a penalty for the 
same. As also they relate, that one Abde« 
mon, a man of Tyre, did solve the problems^ 
and proposed others which Solomon could not 
solve, upon which be was obliged to repay a 
great deal of money to Hirom.** Tiiese things 
are attested to by Dius, and confirm what we 
have said upon the same subjects before. 

18. And now I shall add Menander the 
Ephesian, as an additional witness. This 
Menander wrote the Acts that w'cre done both 
by the Greeks and Barbarians, under every 
one of the Tyrian kings ; and had taken much 
pains to learn their history out of their own 
recoros. Now, when he was writing about 
those kings that had reigned at Tyre, he came 
to Hirom, and says thus : — ** Ui>on the death 
of Abibahis, his son Hirom took the king- 
dom ; he lived fifty-three years, and reigned 
thirty-four. Her.'iised a bank on that called 
the Broad place, and dedicated that golden 
pillar which is in Jupiter’s temple; he also 
went and cut down timber from the moun- 
tain called Libanus, and got timl)er of cedar 
for the roofs of the temples. He also pulled 
down the old temples, and built new ones: 
besides this, he consecrated thetemplesuf Her- 1 
cules and Astarle. He first buUt Hercules’s 
temple, in the month Perltus, and that of As- 
tartc when he made his expedition against the 
Tityans, who noiild not pay him their tribute; 
and wlil^n he had subdued them to himself, 
he returned home. Under this king there 
w'as a younger son of Abdemon, who master- 
ed the problems ivhich Solomon, king of Je- 
rusalem, had recommended to be solved.*’ 
Now the time from this king to the building 
of Carthage, is thus calculated : — “ Upon the 
death of Hirom, Baleazarus his son took the 
kingdom ; he lived forty-threc years, and 
reigned seven years : after him succeeded his 
son Abdastartus ; he lived twenty-nine years, 
and reigned nine years. Now four .sons of 
his nurse plotted against him and slew him, 
the eldest of whom reigned twelve years: 
after them came Astaitus the son of Heleas- 
tartus: he lived fifty- four years, and reigned 
twelve years ; after him came his brother 
Aserymu.s ; he lived fifty-four years, and 
reigned nine years : he w'as slain by his bro- 
ther Pbeles, who took the kingdom and 
reigned but eight months, though he lived 
fifty years : he was slain by Ithobalus, the 
priest, of Astarto, wJio rcii^ncd thirty-two 
years, and lived sixty-eight years: he vi'as 
succeeded by his son Badecorus, who lived i 
f ^rty-five yeaas, and reigned six years ; he was 
succeeded by Matgenus his son ; he lived 
thirty-two years, and reigned nine years; 
Pygmalion succeeded him : he lived fifty-six 
years, and reigned forty-seven years. Now, 
in the seventh year of his reign, his sister fled 
away from him, and buiitihe city of Carthage 


in Libya.** So the whole time from the 
reign of Hirom till the building of Carthage, 
amounts to the sum of one hundred and fifty, 
five years and eight months. Since then the 
temple was built at Jerusalem in the tw'elfth 
year of the reign of Hirom, there were from the 
building of the temple until ^he building of 
Cartilage, one hundred forty-three years and 
eight months. Wherefore, what occasion is 
there for alleging any more testimonies out of 
the Phoenician histories [on the behalf of our 
nation], since what 1 have said is so thor- 
oughly confirmed already ? and to be sure 
our ancestors came into this country long be- 
fore the building of the temple; for it was 
not till we had gotten possession of the whole 
land by war that we built our temple.* And 
this is the point that 1 have clearly proved out 
of our sacred writings in my Antiquitfc.s. 

19. I will now relate what hath been v/rit 
ten concerning us in the Chaldean histories • 
which records have a great agreement with 
our books in other things also. Berosus 
shall be witness to what I say ; he was b) 
bird) a Chaldean, well known iiy the Icameii, 
on account of his publication of the Chaldean 
books of astronomy and pliiJo-sojiiiy among 
the Greeks. This Berosus, therefore, follow, 
ng the most ancient records of that nation, 
fives us a history of the deluge of waters 
that then happened, and of the destruction of 
mankind thereby, and agrees with Mosel’s 
narration thereof. He also gives us an ac- 
count of that ark wherein Noah, the origin 
of our race, was preserved, when it was 
brought to the highest part of the Armenian 
mountains : after which he gives us a cat.r 
logue of the posterity of Noah, and adds the 
1 years of their chronology, and at length conuv 
' down to Naholassai , w ho was king of Baby- 
I Ion, and of the Chaldeans. And when he 
i was relating the acts of this^king, he des'jrihe 
! to us how he sent liii son Nahuchodonosk^ 

I against Egypt, and against our land, with a 
I great auny, upon his being informed that 
they had revolted from him ; and how, hy 
tliat incaniy he subdued them all, and set our 
temple that was at Jerusalem on fire; nay 
and removed our people entirely out of their 
own country, and transferred them to ihiby- 
Ion ; when it so happened that our city was 
desolate during the interval of seventy years 
until the days of Cyrus king of Persia. He 
then says, “ That this Babylonian king con - 
quered Egypt, and Syria, and Phanicia, and 
Arabia; and exceeded in his exploits all fl»at 
had reigned before him in Babylon and Clial- 
dea.** A little after which, Berosus subjoins 
what follows in liU History of Ancient 
Times. I will set down Berosus’s owti ac- 
counts, which are these: — “When Nabo 
lassar, father of Nabuchodonosor, heard that 
the governor whom he had set over Egyi»i 
and over the parts of Celesyria and Pliu;nici«» 
hod revolted from him, he was not able to 
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bear it any longer ; but committing certain as built by Semiramis,* queen of Assyria, 
parts of bis army to his son Nabuchodonosor, and for her false pretence to those wonderful 
who was then but youngs he sent him against edifices thereto relating, as if they were her 
the rebel: Nabuchodonosor joined battle with own workmanship; as indeed in these affairs 
him, and conquered hiin, and reduced the the Chaldean History cannot but be the most 
country under his dominion again. Now it credible. Moreover, we meet with a confir- 
so fell out, that his father Nabolassar fell into mation of what Berosus says, in the archives 
a distemper at this time, and died in the city of the Phoenicians, concerning this king Na- 
of Babylon, after he had reigned twenty- buchodonosor, that he conquered all Syria and 
nine years. But as he understood, in a little Phoenicia ; in which case Philostratus agrees 
time, that his father Nabolassar was dead, he with the others in that history which he corn- 
set the affairs of Egypt and the other coun* posed, w'here he mentions the siege of Tyre ; 
tries in order, and committed the captives he as does Megasthenes also, in the fourth book 


had taken from the Jews, and Phoenicians, 
and Syrians, and of the nations belonging to 
Egypt, to some of his friends, that they might 
conduct that part of the forces that had on 
heavy armour, with the rest of his baggage, 
to Bab) Ionia; while he went in haste, h&ving 
but a few with him, over the desert to Baby- 
lon; whither when he was come, he found 
the public affairs had been managed by tlic 
Chaldeans, and that the principal [)ersoiis a- 
tnong them had preserved the kingdom for 
him. Accordingly he now entirely obtained 
all his father's dominions. He then came, 
and ordered the captives to be placed as colo- 
nies ill the most proper places of Babylonia : 
but fur himself, he adorned the temple of 
Ik', us, and the other temples, after an elegant 
manner, out of the spoils he had taken in this 
war. He also rebuilt the old city, and added 
anoUier to it on the outside, and so fir restor- 
ed Babylon, that none who should besiege it 
afterwards might have it in their power to di- 
vert the river, so as to facilitate an entrance 
into it ; and this lie did by building three 
walls about the inner city, and three about 
the outer. Some of these walls he built of 
! unit brick and bitumen, and some of brick 
uniy. So when he had thus fortilied the city 
with walis, after an excellent manner, and 
had adorned the gates uiagnilicently, he add- 
ed a new' palace to that which his father had 
dwelt in, and this close by it also, and that 
more eminent in its height, and in its great 
spiendoui. It would perhaps require too long 
a narration, if any one were to describe it. 
However, a.s prodigiously large and magnifi- 
cent as it was, it was finished in fifteen days. 
Now in this palace he erected very high 
walks, supported by stone pillars, and by 
planting wiiai w'as called a j)cnsile paradise, 
attd replenishipg it with all sorts of trees, he 
rendered the prospect of an exact resemblance 
of a mountainous country. This he did to 
please In's queen, because she had been brought 
wp in Media, and was fond of a inoutiiainous 
situation." 

20. This is what Berosus relates concern- 
ing the forcmentioneil king, as he relates 
many other things about him also in the third 
hook of his Chaldean History ; wherein be 
J^mplains of tJie Greciun writers for suppos- 
mg, witliout (iuy foundation, that Babylon 


of his Indian History, wherein he pretends to 
prove that the forementionecl king of the Ba- 
bylonians was superior to Hercules in strength 
and the greatness of his exploits ; for he says 
that he conquered a great part of Libya, and 
conquered Iberia also. Now, as to what 1 
have said before about the temple at Jerusa- 
lem, that it was fought against by the Baby- 
lonians, and burnt by them, but was opened 
again when Cyrus had taken the kingdom of 
Asia, shall now be demonstrated from what 
Berosus adds farther upon that head ; for thus 
he says in his third book “ Nabucliodono- 
sor, after he had begun to build the fore- 
mentioned wall, fell sick, and departed this 
life, w hen he had reigned forty-three years ; 
w’berewpon Ifvs son EvUtnerodacb oVkained 
the kingdom. He governed public atlairs 
after an illegal and impure manner, and had 
plot laid against him by Neriglissoor, iiis 
sister's husband, and was slain by him when 
he had reigned but two years. After he was 
slain, Neriglissoor, the person who plotted 
against him, succeeded him in the kingdom, 
and reigned four years ; his son Laboiosoar- 
chod obtained the kingdom, though he was 
but a child, and kept it nine months ; but by 
reason of the very ill-temper and ill practices 
he exhibited to the world, a plot was laid 
against him also by his friends, and he was 
tormented to death. After his death, the 
conspirators got together, and by common 
consent put the crown upon the head of Na- 
bonnedus, a man of Babylon, and one who 
belonged to that insurrection. In iiis reign 
it was that the w'alls of the city of Babylon 
were curiously built with burnt brick and bi- 
tumen ; but when he was come to the seven- 
I teenth year of his reign, Cyrus came out of 
Persia with a great army ; and having already 
conquered all the rest of Asia, he came hasti. 
ly to Babylonia. When Nabonnedus perceiv. 
j ed he was coming to attack him, he met him 
with his forces, and joining battle with him 
was beaten ; and fled away with a few of his 
troops w ith him, and was shut up within the 
' city Borsippus. Hereupon Cyrus took Ba- 
, bylon, and gave order that the outer w alls of 

} ♦ The great Improvements that Nehuchadnes/^r 

, n^aile in the building at B.'ibyioii, do :>o way wntrailict 
those oiieient and authentic testimonies which as«Tii)# 

1 its first building to Nimio«i, .iml its first rebuiiding to 
. Svmimmin, as Berosus seems here to supi)0«s 
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the city should be demolished, because the barbarians, and think none but Greeks to be 


city had proved very troublesome to him, and 
cost him a great deal of pains to take it. He 
then marched away to Borsippus, to besiege 
Nabonnedus ; but as Nabonnedus did not 
sustain the siege, but delivered himself into 
his hands, he was at first kindly used by Cy- 
rus, who gave him Carmania, as a place for 
him to inhabit in, but sent him out of Baby- 
lonia. Accordingly Nabonnedus spent the 
rest of hi.s time in that country, and there 
died.” 

21. These accounte agree with the true 
history in our books ; for in them it is writ- 
ten that Nebuchadnezzar, in the eighteenth 
year of his reign,* laid our temple desolate, 
and so it lay in that state of obscurity for 
fifty years ; but that in the second year of the 
reign of Cyrus, its foundations were laid, 
and it was finished again in the second | year 
of Darius. I will now add the records of 
the Phoenicians ; for it will not be altogether 
superfiuous to give the reader demonstrations 
more than enow on this occasion. In them 
we have this enumeration of the times of their 
several kings : — “ Nabuchodonosor besieged 
Tyre for thirteen years in the days of Ithobal, 
their king ; after him reigned Baal, ten years ; 
after him were judges appointed, who judged 
the people : Ecnibalus, the son of Balsacus, 
two months; Chelbes, the son of Abdeus, 
ten months; Abhar, the high-priest, three 
months ; Mitgonus and Gcrastratus, the sons 
of Abdeleinus, were judges six years; after 
whom Balatoriis reigned one year ; after his 
death they sent and fetched Merbalus from 
Babylon, who reigned four years ; after his 
death they sent for his brother Hirom, who 
reigned twenty years. Under his reign Cyrus 
became king of Persia.” So that the whole in- 
terval is fifty -four years besides three months; 
for in the seventh year of the reign of Ne- 
buchadnezzar he began to besiege Tyre ; and 
Cyrus the Persian took the kingdom in the 
fourteenth year of Hirom. So that the re- 
cords of the Chaldeans and Tyrians agree 
with our writings about this temple ; and the 
testimonies here produced are an indisputable 
and undeniable attestation to the antiquity of 
our nation ; and 1 suppose that v/hat 1 have 
already &aid may be sufficient* to such as are 
not very contentious. 

22. But nov it is proper to satisfy the in- 
quiry of those that disbelieve the records of 

• Thii number in Josephus, that Nebuchadnezzar de- 
stroyed the tempL> ^n the eighteenth year of his reign, 
is a mistake in ttiw nicety of cluonology ; for it was in 
the nincicentii. 

t The true number here for the year of Darius, In 
which the second temple was tUiishod, whether the se- 
cond with our prtrsent copies, or the sixth with that of 
Syncellus, or the tentli with that of Eusebius, is very un- 
eentain; so we had best follow Josephus’s own account 
elsewhere, Antiq. b. xi, ch. iii, sect. 4, which shows us, 
that according to his copy of the Old Testament, after 
the second of Cyrus, that work was interrupted till the 
second of Darius, when in seven years it was flnislied in 
tJie ninth or t^ius. 


worthy of credit, and to produce many of 
these very Greeks who were acquainted with 
our nation, and to set before them such 
as upon occasion have made mention of us 
ill their own writings. Pythagoras, therefore, 
of Samos, lived in very ancient times, and was 
esteemed .i person superior to all philosophers 
in wisdom and piety towards God. Now it 
is plain that he did not only know our doc- 
trines, but was in very great measure a fo|. 
lower and admirer of them. There is not 
indeed extant any writing that is owned for 
his ; \ but many there are who have written 
his history, of whom Ilerniippus is the most 
celebrated, who was a person very inquisitive 
in all sorts of history. Now this Hermippus 
in his first book concerning Pythagoras, speaks 
thus: — ** That Pythagoras, upon the death of 
one of his associates, whose name was Cal 
liphon, a Crotouiatc by birth, affirmed that 
this man’s soul conversed with him both night 
and day, and enjoined him not to pass over a 
place where an ass had fallen down; as also 
not to drink of sucli waters as caused thirst 
again; and to abstain from all sorts of re- 
proaches.” After which he adds thus: 

“ This he did and said in imitation of tlie 
doctrines of the Jews and Thracians, which 
he transferred into his own philosophy.” l or 
it is very truly affirmed of this Pytljagoras, 
that he took a great many of the laws of the 
Jews into his own philosophy. Nor waji our’ 
nation unknown of old to several of the Gre. 
cian cities, and indeed was thought worthy of 
imitation by some of them. This is declared 
by Theophrastus, in his writings concerning 
laws ; for he says that “ the laws of the 'I'v- 
rians forbid men to swear foreign oaths.” 
Among which he enumerates some others, 
and particularly that culled Cortan ; which 
oath can only be found among the Jews, and 
declares what a man may call “ A thing de- 
voted toGotl.” Nor indeed was Herodotus, 
of Halicarnassus, unacquainted with our na- 
tion, but mentions it after a way of his own, 
when he suith thus, in the second book « eii- 
cerning the Colchians. His words are ihcM* : 
— “ The only people who were circumcised in 
their privy members originally, were the Cel- 
chians, the Egyptians, and the Ethiopians; 
but the Phoenicians and those Syrians that are 
in Palestine, confess that tliey learned it from 
the Egyptians ; and as for those Syrians who 
live about the rivers Thermodon and Parthe- 
nius, and their neighbours the Macrones, they 
say they have lately learned it from the Col- 
chiaiis; for these are the only people that are 
circutncisid among mankind, and appear lo 
have dune the very same thing with the Egyp- 

X This is a thing well known by the learned, thatvc 
are not secure that we have any genuine writings oi 
Pythagoras; those (J olden Verses, which are 
remains, being generally supposwl to liave been 
not by himself but by some of his scholars only, 
agreement with what Josephus here atfirnu of nun. 
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tians ; but as for the Egyptians and EthiopL inferior to no one of tlie Peripatetics whom> 
HUS themselves, I am not able to say which of soever, in his first book coticerning sleep, says 
them received it from the other.** This there- that “ Aristotle, his master, related what fol- 
fore is what Herodotus says, that “ the Syri- lows of a Jew,” and set^: down Aristotle’s own 
ans that are in Palestine arc circumcised.” discourse with him. 'I’he account is this, as 
But there are no inhabitants of Palestine that written down by him ; “ Now, for a great 
are circumcised excepting the Jews; and part of what this Jew said, it would be too 
therefore it must be his knowledge of them long to recite it ; but what includes in it 
that enabled him to speak so much concern- both wonder and philosophy, it may not 
ing them. Cherilus * also, a still ancienter be amiss to discourse of. Now, that I may 
writer, and a poet, makes mention of our iia- he plain with thee, Hvperocliides, I shall 


tion, and informs us that it came to tlie as- 
sistance of king Xerxes, in his expedition 
against Greece; for in his enumeration of all 
those nations, he last of all inserts ours among 
the rest, when he says:—** At the last there 
passed over a people, wonderful to be beheld ; 
for they spake the Piicenician tongue with 
their mouths; tlu‘y dwelt in the Solymean 
mountains, near a broad lake ; their heads were 
sooty ; they had round rasures on them ; their 
lieails and faces were like nasty horse-heads 
also, that had been hardened in the smoke.” 1 
thioK, therefore, that it is evident to every body 
that Cherilus moans us, because the Soly- 
mean mountains are in our country, wlareiii 
we inhabit, as is also the lake called Asphalti- 
tis ; for this is a broader and larger lake than 
any other that is in Syria : and thus docs 
Cherilus make mention of us. But now that 
not only tlie lowest sort of the Grecians, but 
those that are held in the greatest admiration 
Tor their philosophic improvtunents among 
them, did not only know the Jews, but, when 
they lighted upon any of them admired tlien: 

it is easy for any one to know ; for Clcar- 
chus, who was the scholar of Aristotle, and 


• Whether these verses of Cherilus, the heathen 
poet, in the days of Xerxes, belong to the Sulyaii in 
I ’ Mdia, tliat were near a small lake, or to the Jews that 
dwelt oil the Solymean or Jerusalem mountains, near 
Ific great an l broad lake AspluiUitis, that were a strange 
people, and $i>ake the l^hceiiieian tongue, is not iigrccd 
vm by the learned. It Is yet eerlain that Josephus here, 
and Eusebius (Priep. ix, 9, p. -11 took them to be 
Jews; and 1 confess I cannot out very much incline to 
the ixtine opinion. The other Solymi'werc not a strange 
people, but healhen idolaters, like the other parts of 
Xerxes’s ar: ly; and that these spake the Phteuieian 
tongue, is next to impossible, as the Jews certainly did ; 
nor is there the least evidence for it elsewhere. Nor 
was the lake adjoining to the mountains of the Solymi 
at all large or broad, in comparison of the Jewisli lake 
Asphaltitis; nor indeetl were these so considerable a 
people as the Jews, nor so likely to be desired by Xerxes 
I T his army as the Jews, to whom he was always very 
favourable. As for tlic rest of Cherilus’s doieription, 
that " their 1 ' *ds were 8tx)ty : that they had round ra- 
sures on their heads ; that their heads 'and faix*s were 
like nasty horso-hcads, which had Ixicu hardenc;d in the 
ttnoke;* these a\fkward characters probably fitted the 
aolmi of Pisidia no better than they ditl the Jews in 
Judea ; and indeed this rcpnxiehful language, here given 
these people, is to me a strong nulication that they were 
the poor despicable Jews, ai d not the Pisidiaii Solymi 
celebrated in Homer, whom Cherilus here describes ; 
nor are we to expect that cither Cherilus or Hecatcus, 
or any other Pagan writers eiteii by Josephus luul Eiise- 
•Jtus, made no mistakes in the Jewish history. If by 
comparing their testimonies with the more authentic re- 
^TOsof that nation, we find them for the main to con» 
the same, as we almost always do, we ought to be 
not to exp<x:t that Urey ever had an exact 
Khowle^ of all the eircuinstanoes of the Jewish af- 
whtch indeed it was almost always inwosaible for 
wem to have.~Siie sect. 


herein seem to thee to relate wonders, and 
what will resemble dreams themselves. Here- 
upon Hypcrochides answered modestly, and 
said, For that very reason it is that all of us 
are very desirous of hearing what thou art 
going to say. Then replied Aristotle, For 
this cause it will be the best way to imitate 
that rule of the Rhetoricians, which requires 
us first to give an account of the man, and of 
what nation he was, that so we may not con- 
tradict our master’s directions. Then said 
Hypcrochides, Go oti, if it so pleases thee. 
This man then [answered Aristotle], was by 
birth a .lew, and came from Celesyria ; these 
Jews are derived from the Indian philoso- 
phers ; they are named by the Indians Calami^ 
and by the Syrians and took, their name 

from the country they inhabit, which is called 
Judea ; but for the name of their city it is a 
very awkward one, for they call it Jerusalem. 
Now this man, when he was hospiUibly treat- 
ed by a great many, came down from the up- 
per country to the places near the sea, and be- 
came a Grecian, not only in bis language, bu: 
in his soul also ; insomuch that when we our- 
selves hapjiened to be in Asia about the same 
places whither he came, he conversed with us 
and with other philosophical persons, and mado 
a trial of our skill in philosophy ; and as he 
had lived with many learned men, he com- 
municated to us more information than he re- 
ceived from us,” This is Aristotle’s account 
of the matter, as given us by Clearebus ; 
which Arist nle discoursed also particularly 
of the great and wonderful fortitude of this 
Jew in Ills diet, and continent way of living, 
as those that please may learn more about him 
from Clearclms’s book itself ; for I avoid set- 
ting down any more than is suliicient for my 
purpose. Now Ciearchus said this by w'ay of 
digression, for his main design was of another 
nature ; but for Hecateus of Abdera, who was 
both a philosopher, ana one very useful in an 
active life, he was contemporary with king 
Alexander in his youth, and afterward was 
with Ptolemy, the son of Lagus ; he did not 
write about the Jewish atfairs by the bye only, 
but composed an entire book concerning the 
Jews themselves ; out of which book 1 am 
willing to run over a few tilings, of which I 
have been treating, by way of epitome. And 
in the first place I will demonstrate the time 
w hen this Hecateus lived ; for he mentions the 
fight that w'as between Ptolemy and Demetri 
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US about Gaza, which was fought in the e. 
leventh year after the death of Alexander, 
and in the hundred and seventeenth olym- 
piad, as Castor says in his history. For 
when he had set down this olympiad, be 
says farther, that “ on this olympiad jPtole- 
my, the son of Lagus, beat in battle Deme- 
trius, the son of Antigonus, who was named 
Poliorcetes, at Gaza.’* Now, it is agreed by 
all, that Alexander died in the hundred and 
fourteenth olympiad ; it is therefore evident, 
that our nation flourished in his time, and in 
the time of Alexander. Again, flecateus says 
to the same purpose, 'as follows: — “Pto- 
lemy got possession of ihe places in Syria after 
the battle at Gaza ; and many, when they 
heard of Ptolemy's moderation and humanity, 
went along with him to Egypt, and were wil- 
ling to assist him in his affairs ; one of whom 
(Hecateiis says) was Hezekiah,* the high- 
priest of the Jews ; a man of aoout sixty-^ix 
years of age, and in gretft dignity among his 
own people. He was a very sensible roan, 
and could speak very movingly, and was very 
skilful in the management of affairs, if any 
other man ever were so ; although, as he says, 
all the priests of the Jews took tithes of the 
products of the earth, and managed public af- 
fairs, and were in number not above fifteen 
hundred at the most.’* Hecatcus mentions this 
I lezekiah a second time, and says, that * as he 
was possessed of so great a dignity, and was 
become familiar with us, so did he take certain 
of those that were with him, and explained to 
them all the circumstances of their people; 
for he had ail their habitations and polity down 
ill writing.’* Moreover, Ilecateus declares 
again, “ what regard wa have for our laws, 
and that we resolve to endure any thing ra- 
ther than transgress them, because we think 
it right for us to do so.” Whereupon he 
adds, that “ although they are in a bad repu- 
tation among their neighbours, and among all 
tliose that come to them, and have been often 
treated injuriously by the kings and gover- 


bring earth thitlier. But the Jews, and they 
only, would not comply with that command ; 
nay, they underwent stripes and great losses 
of what they had on this account, till the king 
forgave them, and permitted them to live in 
quiet.” He adds fartlier, that “ when the 
Macedonians came to them into that country, 
and demolished the [old] temples and the aL 
tarS) they assisted them in demolishing them 
all ;f but [for not assisting them in rebuild- 
ing them] tirey either underwent losses, or 
sometimes obtained forgiveness.” He adds 
farther, that “ tliese men deserve to be adniir. 
ed on that accoiuU.” He also speaks of the 
mighty populoiisness of our nation, and says, 
that “ the Persians formerly carried away 
many ten thousands of our people to Baby. 
Ion, as also that not a few ten thousands were 
removed after Alexander’s death into Egypt 
and Piitciiicia, by reason of the sedition tliat 
was arisen in Syria.” The same person takes 
notice in his history, how large the country 
which we inhabit, as well as of its excellent 
character, and says, that “ the land in which 
the Jews inhabit contains three millions uf 
arour«, ^ and is generally of a most excellent 
ami most fruitful soil; nor is Judea of lesser 
dimensions.” The same man describes our 
city Jerusalem also itself as of a most excel, 
lent structure, and very large, and inhabited 
from the most ancient times. He also dis. 
courses of the multitude of men in it^ aiul uf 
the construction of our temple, after the fol-- 
lowing manner 'riiere are many strong 
places and villages (says he) in the country of 
Judea ; but one strong city there is, about 
fifty furlongs in circumference, which is in- 
habited by a hundred and twenty thousand 
men, or tliercabouts ; § they call it Jerusalem. 

t So I read the text with llaverciunp, though the 
place be liilHcult. 

t This number of arourie or Kg>'pti an acres, 5,{)0{),()U(\ 
each aroura containing a snuare of miu hundial 
tiun cubits (being alxnit ihiee cpiartcrs of an 
acre, and just twice the are.i of the court of the Jewish 
tabeniacie), as contained in the eountry of Judea, will 
be atanu one-third of the entire nunilier of aroiinr in 


nors of Persia, yet can they nut be dissuaded 
from acting what they think best ; but that 
when they are stripped on this account, and 
have torments indicted upon them, and they 
are brought to the most terrible kinds of 
death, they meet them after a most extraor- 
dinary manner, beyond all other people, and 
will not renounce the religion of their fore, 
fathers.” Hecatcus also produces demonstra- 
tions not a few of this their resolute tena- 
ciousness of liicir laws, when he speaks thus: 
“ Alexander was once at Babylon, and had 
an intention to rebuild the temple of Bclus 
that was fallen to decay, and in order thereto, 
he commanded all his soldiers in general to 

• This Ilezekiah, who is here called a high«pricst, is 
not named in Josephus's catalogue ; the real high-prieftt 
at that time being rather Ouios, as Archbishop Other 
supposes. However, Josephus often uses the word 
hieh-prkuU in the plural number, as living many at 
the tame time. See the note on Antiq. b. xx, ch. viii, 
iMt. & 1 


the whole J.iiui of Judea; sup]Nisiiig it one hiuutredaml 
sixty nuMM4ri*«l miles long, and seventy such miles 
broad; which istimaiioii, lor the fruitful pi^rts of it, as 
perhaps here in Hecatcus, is not ihcjcfore very wide 
fniin the truth. The fifty furlongs in compass tor the 
city Jerusalem presently are not very wide from the 
truth also, as Josephus himself describes it, who, of the 
War, 1). V, eh. iv, sect. .3, makes its w.t1I (liiriy-thrcc 
furlongs, bcdiiles the suburbs and gardens ; nay, lie says, 
b. V, ch. xii, sect. 2, that Titus’s wall about it at some 
snuill distance, after the gardens and suburbs weie uc- 
stroyed, was not less than thirty-nine furlongs. 
perhaps were its constant inhabitants. In the uaj^oi 
Ilecaleus, many more than these l-’i),WOO, because room 
w;u always to be left for vastly greater numbers w. icii 
came up at the three great festivals; to say nothing of the 
probable iiicrmse in their numlier bctwciui the 
liecatousand Josephus, which was at least three Im - 
died years; but see a more iiuthontie 'i, 

of thcic measures in my Description of tile J - 
Temples. However, we are not to ex|)eot Hut s 
heathens as Cherilusor Hecatcus, «*' 
cited by Josephus and Euwblus, could avoid nuiyi« 
j many mistakes in the Jewish ^ 

strongly confinn the same history In 
are most valuable altestafiorw to tJiosc J 

accounts we have in the Scriptures luid Josephu 


ceming them. 

t bee the above note. 
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There is about the middle or the city, a wall 
of stone, the length of which is five hundred 
feet, and the breadth a hundred cubits, with 
double cloisters; wherein there is a square 
altar, not made of hewn stone, but composed 
of wliite stones gathered together, having each 
side twenty culnts long, and its altitude ten 
'□bits. Hard by it is a large edifice, wherein 
.here is an altar and a candlestick, both of 
gold, and in weight two talents ; upon these 
there is a light that is never extinguished, nei- 
ther by night nor by day. There is no image, 
nor any thing, nor any donations therein ; no- 
thing at all is there planted, neither grove, 
nor any thing of that sort. The priests abide 
therein both nights and days, performing cer - 
tain purifications, and drinking not the least 
drop of wine while they are in the temple.'* 
Moreover, he attests that we Jews went as 
auxiliaries "along with king Alexander, and 
after him with his successors. I will add far- 
tlicr what he says he learned when he was him- 
self with the same army, concerning the ac 
tions of a man that was a Jew. His words 
are these: — “ As I was myself going to the 
Red Sea, there followed us a man, whose 
name was Mosollam ; he was one of the Jew- 
ish horsemen who con<l acted us ; he was a 
person of great courage, of a strong body, 
and by all allowed to be the most skilful 
archer that was either among the Greeks or 
.barbarians. Now this man, as people were in 
great numbers passing along the road, and a 
certain augur was observing an augury by a 
bird, and requiring them all to stand^still, in- 
'red what they staid for. Hereupon the 
augur showed him the bird from whence he 
took his augury, and told him that if the bird 
staid where he was, they ouglit all to stand 
ill ; but that if he got up, and flew onward, 
they must go forward; but that if he Hew 
backw:rrd, they must retire again, Mosollam 
made no reply, but drew his bow, and shot at 
the bird, and hit him, and killed him ; and as 
the augur and some others were very angry, 
and wish 'd imprecations upon him, he an- 
sw'ercd them thus ; — Why are you so mad as 
to take this most unhappy binl into your 
hands? for how can this bird give us any true 
information concerning our march, which 
could not foresee how to save himself? for 
had he been able to foreknow what was fu- 
ture, he would not have come to this place, 
but would haire been afraid lest IMosollam the 
Jew would shoot at him, and kill him.” But 
of liecateus*s testimonies we have said e- 
nough ; for as to such as desire to know more 
of them, they may easily obtain them from 
his book itself. How-ever, I shall not think 
>t too much for me to name Agatharchides, as 
Having made mention of us Jews, though in 
""ay of derision at our simplicity, as he sup- 
poses it to be ; for when he was discoursing 
of the affairs of Stratonice, ** how she came 
out of Macedonia into Syria, and left her 


husband Demetrius, while yet Seleucus would 
not marry her as she expected, but during the 
time of his raising an army at Babylon, stir- 
red up a sedition about Antioch ; and how 
after that the king came hack, and upon his 
taking of Antioch, she fled to Seleucia, and 
had it in her power to sail away immediately, 
yet did she comply with a dream which for- 
bade her so to do, and so was caught and put 
to death.*’ When Agatharchides had pre- 
mised this story, and had jested upon Stra- 
tonice for her superstition, he gives a like ex- 
ample of what was reported concerning iis, 
and writes thus “ Diere are a people call- 
ed Jews, who dwell in a city the strongest of 
all other cities, which the inhabitants call Je- 
rusalem, and are accustomed tq rest on every 
seventh day;* on which times they make no 
use of their arms, nor meddle with husban- 
dry, nor take care of any affairs of life, but 
spread out their hands in their holy places, 
and pray till the evening. Now it came tn 
pass, that when Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, 
came into this city with his army, these men, 
in observing this mad custom of theirs, in- 
stead of guarding the city, suffered their 
country to submit itself to a bitter lord ; and 
their law was openly proved to have com- 
manded a foolish praclice.f This accident 
taught all other men but the Jews to disre- 
gard such dreams as these were, and not tc 
follow the like idle suggestions delivered as a 
I law, when, in such uncertainty of human 
I reasonings, they are at a loss what they should 
do,” Now this our procedure seems a ridl. 
culous thing to Agatharchides, but will ap- 
pear 40 sucli as consider it without prejudice 
a great thing, and what deserved a great 
many encomiums; I mean, when certain 
men constantly prefer the observation of their 
laws, and their religion towards God, before 
the preservation of themselves and their coun- 
try. 

23. Now, that some writers have omitu d 
to mention ^mr nation, not because they knew 
nothing of us, but because they envied us, or 
for some other unjustifiable reasons, I think 
I can demonstrate by particular iristances; 
foi Hieronymus, who wrote the History of 
[Alexander’s ] Successors, lived at tlie same 
time with Ileiaieiis, and was a friend of 
king Anligouus, and president of Syria. 
Now, it is plain that Hecateus wrote an en- 
itirc book concerning us, while Hieronymus 
! never mentions us iii his history, although he 
I was bred up very near to the places where 
I we live. Thus different from one another 
■are the inclinations of men; while the one 
though ? we deserved to be carefully remem 

* A glorious testimony this of the observation ot the 
Sabbath by the Jews. See Antiq. b. xvi, ch. H, se^ 
4 ; and ch. vi, sect. 2 ; the Life, sect. .>4 ; am* *» ar, Ot 

ch. ix, sect. 1—. 

t Not their law, but the suiicrstitious interpretation 
■ ,>f Uieir leaders, which neither the Maccabees uor oua 
’ blrssrxl Saviour did ever approve of. 

3 E 
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bered, as some ill-disposed passion blinded 
the other’s mind so entirely, that he could 
not discern the truth. And now certainly 
the foregoing records of the Egyptians, and 
Chaldeans, and Phoenicians, together with so 
many of the Greek writers, will be sufficient 
for the demonstration of our antiquity. More, 
oyer, besides those foremcntioned, Theophi . 
lus, and Theodotus, and Mnascas, and Aris. 
topbanes, and Hermogenes, Euhemerus also, 
and Conon, and Zopyrion, and perhaps many 
others (for I have not lighted upon all the 
Greek books) have madedistinct mention of us. 
It is true, many of the men bcdoremcntioned 
have made great mistakes about the true ac> 
counts of our nation in the earliest times, be- 
cause they had not perused our sacred books; 
yet have they. all of them allorded their testi- 
mony to our antiquity, concerning which I 
am now treating. However, Demetrius 
Plialereus, and the elder Philo, with Eupo- 
lemus, have not greatly missed the truth a- 
bout our aflairs; whose les.ser mistakes ought 
therefore to be ibrgiven them ; lor it was not 
in their power to understand our writings 
with the utmost accuracy. 

24. One particular there is still remaining 
behind of what I at first proposed to speak 
to, and that is to demonstrate that those ca- 
lumnies and reproaches, which some have 
thrown upon our nation, are lies, and (o make 
use of those writers’ own testimonies against 
themselves: and lliat in general this self-con- 
tradiction hath happened to many other 
authors by reason of their ill-will to some 
people, 1 conclude, is not unknown to such 
as have read histories with sufficient care; 
for some of them have endeavoured to dis- 


deed the Egyptians took many occasions to 
hate us anti envy us : in the first place, be- 
cause our ancestors had had the dominion 
over their country,* and when they were de- 
livered from them, and gone to their own 
country again, they lived there in prosperity. 
In the next place, the difference of our reli- 
gion from theirs hath occasioned great enmi. 
ty between us, while our way of divine wor- 
ship did as much exceed that which their 
laws appointed, as does tbe nature of God 
exceed that of brute beasts; for so far they all 
agree through the whole country, to esteem 
such animals as gods, although they differ 
from one another in the peculiar worship they 
severally pay to them ; and certainly men they 
are entirely of vain and foolish minds, w'ho Iiavc 
thus accustomed themselves from the begin- 
ning to have such bad notions concerning 
their gods, and could not think of imitating 
that decent form of divine w'orship which we 
made use of, though, wdien they saw our in 
stitutions approved of by many others, they 
could not but envy us on that account ; fJr 
some of tliLMn have proceeded to that degree 
of folly and meanness in their conduct, as not 
to scruple to contradict the 
I cords, nay, to contradict themselves alsu in 
their writings, and yet were so blinded hy 
I their passions as not to discern it. 

[ 26. And now 1 will turn my <i iscour.se to 

one of their prineijKil writers, whom I have ■ 
little before made use of as a witness to. our* 
antiquity; 1 mean Manetho.f He promised 
to interpret the Egyptian history out of their 
sacred writings, and premised this : that “ Our 
people had come into Egypt, many ten thoti 
sands in number, and subdued its inhahi 


grace the nobility of certain nations, and 
of some of the most glorious cities, and have 
cast reproaches upon certain forms of govern- 
ment. Thus hath Theoirompus abused the 
city of Athens, Polycrates that of Lacede- 
mon, as hath he tliat wrote the Tripoliiicus 
(for he is not 'rheopompus, as is siqiposed hy 
some) done by the city of K’hehes. Timeus 
also hath greatly abused the foregoing people 
and others also; and this ill-treatment they 
use chiefly when they have a contest with 
men of the greatest reputation ; some, out of 
envy and malice,— -and others as supposing 


taiits and w lien he had farther confesscu, 
that ** We went out of that country afterwanl, 
and settled in that country w hich is now called 
Judea, and there built Jerusalem and its tem- 
ple.” Now thus far he followed his ancient 
records ; but after this lie permits himself, in 
order to appear to have written what rumours 
and report.s passed abroad uhoiu the Jews, 
and introduces incredible narrations, as if lie 
would have the Egyptian multitude, that had 
the leprosy and other distempers, to have 
been mixed with us, as he says they w ere, and 
that they were condemned to fiy out of Pgypl 


that by this foolish talking of theirs they 
may be thought worthy of being remember- 
ed themselves; and indeed they do by no 
means fail of their hopes, w'ith regard to the 
foolish part of mankind, but men of sober 
judgment still condemn them of great ma- 
lignity. 

25* Now (he Egyptians were the first that 
cast reproaches upon us ; in order to please 
wnich nation, some others undertook to per- 
vert the truth, while they would neither own 
that our forefathers 2 ame into Egypt from 
another country, as the fact was, nor give a 
true accoufi* '^f our departure thence * and in- 


• I’he IMueiiician shephenis, whom Josejihus mis- 
took for the IsraeiittiS. .Sei* the note on sec't. 

f In reading (lii.s and tfie remaining seetioiw of this 
iNKik. nnd some parts of the next, one may easily per- 
ceive tliiit our usually eo«»l and candid author, Joscijhus, 
was highly nRl'iuScil with the impudent calumnic.sof 
Manetho, and thetdher bitter enemies of the Jews, with 
whom he had now to deal, and was tlicreby betrayed into 
a greater heat and passion than ordinary, and that by 
sef|uence he does not hear reason with his usual fairness 
and impartiality ; he seems to depart jiometiincs from o'c 
brevity and sincerity of a faithful hi.<iorian, which is ms 
grand character, and Indulges the prolixity and colours 
of a pleader ana a tlisnutant : areonlingly, 1 
always read tlu-sc sections with less pleasure, tbmi i 
(ho rest of his writings, Uiough 1 fuhy believe i ho ' ■ 
prfiachcs cast on the Jews, which he 
Ui confute and expose, were wholly groundless aim u 
reasonaDla 
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together ; for he mentions Ainenophis, a fic- 
titious king's name, though on that account 
he durst not set down the number of years of 
his reign, which yet he had accurately done 
QS to the other kings he mentions; he then 
ascribes certain fabulous stories to this king, 
as having in a manner forgotten how he had 
already related that the departure of the shep- 
herds for Jerusalem had been five hundred 
and eighteen years before ; for Tethmosis 
was king when they went away. Now, from 
his days, the reigns of the intermediate kings, 
according to Manctho, amounted to three hun- 
dred attd ninety-three years, as he says him- 
self, till the two brothers Sethos and Herine- 
iis ; the one of whom, Sethos, was called by 
that other name of Egyptus ; and the other, 
Ilernieiis, by that of Danaus. He also says 
(hat Sethos cast the other out of Egypt, and 
it’igned fifty-nine years, as did his eldest son 
Uliampses reign after him sixty-six years. 
When Manetho therefore had acknowledged 
that our forefathers w ere gone out of Egypt so 
nuiny years ago he introduces his fictitious king 
Amcnophis, and says thus: — “Tliis king was 
desirous to become a spectator of tlie gods, as 
had Oriis, one of Ins predecessors in that 
kingdom, desired the san.o before him ; he 
also coinmunicaU'd tluit his desire to his 
s ke Amcnophis, who was tin of Papis, 
and one that seemed to partake of a divine 
nature, both as to wisdom and the knowledge 
of I’nturities.” Manetho adds, How this 
namesake of his told liim tliat he might see 
the gods, if he would clear the whole country 
ot the lepers and of the other nnpure people ; 
liiai the king was pleased with this injunction, 
and got together all that had any defects in 
rlioir bodies out of Egypt. And that their 
ii'.iniher w as eighty thousand ; whom he sent 
to those (]uarries which are on the east side 
of the Nile, that they might work iit ihem, 
and might bo separated from the rest of the 
Egyptians.’* He says farther, that “ There 
were some of the learned priests that were 
j)olliiled '.ith the leprosy; but ihnl still this 
Ainenophis. the wise man and the propliot, 
was afraid tiiat the gods would he angiy at 
him and at the king, if there should appear 
to iiave been violence olfered them ; who also 
added this farther [out of bis sagacity about 
futurities], l!?at certain people would come to 
llie assistatice of those polluted wTotebes, and 
would conqutr Egypt, and keep it in their pos- i 
session thirteen years . that, liowevor, he durst j 
not tell the king of these things, hut that he j 
left a writing behind him about all those mat- 
ters, and then slew himself, which made the 
king disconsolate.” After which lie ivrites 
thus, verbatim After those that wiTescnt 
to vvork in the quarries had continued in that 
niiserable state for a long while, the king was 
desired that he would set apart the city Avaris, 
which was then b ft desolate of the shepherds, 
for their habitation and protection ; which de- 


sire he granted them. Now this city, accord- 
ing to the ancient theology, was Trypho’s city 
But when these men were gotten into it, 
and found the place fit for a revolt, they ap- 
pointed themselves a ruler out of the priests 
of Heliopolis, whose name was Osarsijih, and 
they took their oaths that tht‘y would be obe- 
dient to him in all things. He then, in the 
first place, made this law for them, That they 
sliould neither worship the Egyptian gods, 
nor should abstain from any one of those sa- 
cred animals which they have in the highest 
esteem, but kill and destroy them all ; that 
they should join themselves to nobody but to 
those that were of this confederacy. — ^Vhell 
he had made such laws as these, and many 
more such as were mainly opposite to the cus- 
toms of tlic Egyptians,* he gave order that 
they should use the multitude of tlie hands 
they had in building walls about their city, 
and make themselves ready for a war wdth 
king Amcnophis, while he did himself take 
into his friendship the other priests and those 
that were polluted with tliem, and sent am- 
bassadors to those shepherds who had been 
driven out of the land by Tethmosis to the city 
called Jerusalem ; whereby l)e informed them 
! of his own affairs, and of the state of tliose 
others that had been treated after such an ig- 
nominious manner, and desired tliat they 
would come with one consent to his assistance 
in this war against Egypt. He also promised 
that he would, in the first place, bring them 
back to their ancient city and country Avaris, 
j and provide a plentiful maintenance for their 
multitude; that he would protect them and 
I fight for them as occasion sliould require, and 
j would easily reduce tlie country under their 
dominion. These shej)heTds were all very 
glad of this message, and c.-rnie away with 
alacrity all together, being in number two 
hundred thousand men ; and in a little time 
they came to Avaris. And now Amcnophis 
the king of Egypt, upon Ifis being informed 
of tlieir inv.tsion, was in great confusion, as 
calling to mind what Amenophis, tlic son of 
Eapis, had foretold him; aiui, in the first 
place, he assembled the multitude of the Egyp- 
tians, and took counsel with their leaders, and 
i sent for tlieir saereil animals to him, especially 
I the priests distinctly, that they should hide 
for those that were princip.illy worshipped in 
I the temples, and gave a particular charge to 
the images of tlwir gods with the utmost 
care. He also sent his son Sethos, who was 
also named Uamesses from his father llham- 
pses, being but five years old, to a friend of 
his. Ho then passed on with the rest of the 
I Egyptians, being tliree hundred thousand of 
the most warlike of them, against the ene- 
my, who met them. Yet did he not join 

• This is a very valuable tcstiinonv of Manetho, 
(hat the laws of t)saisii)h, or Moses, were not made in 
eompliaucc with, but in opposilitni to, the eiistoius oi 
the Kgyptions. Sec the note on Aiitiq. b. iti, ch. vu^, 
sect, y.’ 
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battle with them ; but thinking that would 28. Now, for the first occasion of this fie*, 
be to fight against the gods, he returned back tion, Manetho supposes what is no better than 
and came to Memphis, where he took Apia a ridiculous thing; for he says that “ King 
and the other sacred animals wiiich he had Amenophis desired to see the gods." What 
sent for to him, and presently marched into gods, I pray, did he desire to see ? If he 
Ethiopia, together with his whole army and meant the gods whom their laws ordained to 
multitude of Egyptians for the king of E- be worshipped, the ox, tiiegoat, the crocodile 
thiopia was under an obligation to him, on and the baboon, he saw them already ; but for 
which account he received him, and took care the heavenly gods, how could he see tliem 
of all the multitude that was with him, while and what should occasion this his desire ? To 
the country supplied all that was necessary for be sure,* it was because another king before 
the food of the men. Me also allotted cities him had already seen them. Me had then been 
and villages for (his exile, that was to be from informed what sort of gods they were, andaf. 
its beginning during those fatally determined ter what manner they had been seen, inso- 
tiiirtocn years. Moreover, he pitched a camp much that he did not stand in need of any 
for bis Etliiopiau army, as a guard to king new artifice for obtaining this sight. Mow. 
Amenophis, upon the borders of Egypt. And ever, the prophet by whose means the king 
this was the state of things in Etliiopia. But thought to compass his design was a wise man. 
for the people of Jerusalem, when they came If so, how came he not to know that such his 
down together with the polluted Egyptians, desire was impossible to be accomplished ? 
they treated the men in such a barbarous for the event did not succeed. And what 
manner, that those who saw' how they sub- pretence could there be to suppose that the 
dued the foreinentioned country, and the hor- gods would not be seen by reason qftbe peo- 
rid wickedness they were guilty of, thought it pie’s maims in their bodies, or leprosy ? for the 
a most dreadful thing; for they did not only gods are not angry at the imperfection of bodies 
set the cities and villages on fire, but w ere not but at wicked practices ; and as to eighty 
satisfied till they had been guilty of sacrilege, thousand lepers and those in an ill state also, 
and destroyed the images of the gods, and how is it possible to have them gathered to- 
used them in roasting those sacred animals gether in one day ? nay, how came the Icing 
that used to be worsiiipped, and forced tlie ijot to comply with the prophet ? for his in- 
oricsts and prophets to be the executioners and junction was, that those that were maimed 
murderers of those animals, and then eject- bbould be expelled out of Egypt, while iJie., 
ed them naked out of the country. It was also king only sent them to work in the quarties, 
reported that the priest, wl\o ordained their as if he were rather in want of labourers, than 
polity and their laws, was by birth of He- intended to purge his country. He says far- 
liopolis ; and his name Osarsiph from Osiris, ther, that “ This prophet slew himself, as 
who was the god of Heliopolis ; but that when foreseeing the anger of the gods, and those 
he was gone over to these ]>eople, his name events which were to come upon Egypt af- 
was changed, and he was called Moses.” terward ; and that he left this prediction for 
27. This is wliat the Egyptians relate a- the king in writing. * Besides, how came it 
bout the Jews, with much more, which I omit to past that this prophet did not foreknow 
for the sake of brevity. But still Manetho his own death at the first ? nay how came 
goes on, that ** After this, Amenophis re- he not to contradict the king in his desire to 
turned from Ethiopia with a great array, as see the gods immediately ? how came that 
did his son llhampses with another army al- unreasonable dread upon him of judgments 
so, and that both of them joined battle with that were not to happen in his life-time ; or 
tile shepherds and the polluted people, and what worse thing could he suffer, out of tin* 
beat them and slew a great many of them, fear of which he made haste to kill himself? 
and pursued them to the bounds of Syria." But now let us see the silliest thing of all : 
These and the like accounts are written by — the king, although he had been informed 
Manetho. But I will demonstrate that he ©f these things, and terrified with the fear of 
trifies, and tells arrant lies, after I have made what was to come, yet did not he even tlicn 
a distinction which will relate to what I am eject these maimed people out of his country, 
going to say about him ; for this Manetho had ^vlien it had been foretold him that he was to 
granted and confessed that this nation was clear Egypt of them ; but, as Manetho says, 
not originally Egyptian, but that they had « H© then, upon their request, gave them 
come from another country, and subdued E- that city to inhabit, wliich had formerly hc- 
gypt, and then went away again out of it. But longed to the shepherds, and was called A- 
that those Egyptians who were thus diseased varis ; whither when they were gone in 
in tlieir bodies were not mingled with us af- crowds (he says) they chose one that had 
terward, and that Moses who brought the formerly been priest of Heliopolis ; and Uiat 
people out was not one of that company, but ibis priest first ordained that they should nei- 
iived many generations earlier, 1 shall endea- iher worship the gods, nor abstain from those 
sour to demonstrate from Manetho’s own 
accrunts tlKmselvcs. 


« Or By Ju|)itar. 
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animals that were worshipped by the Egyp- 
tians, but should kill and eat them all, and 
should associate with nobody but those that 
had conspired with ihem ; and that he bound 
the multitude by oaths to be sure to continue 
in those laws; and that when he had built a wall 
about Avaris, he made war against the king.** 
Manetho adds also, that ** this priest sent 
to Jerusalem to invite that people to come to 
his assistance, and promised to give them A- 
varis; for that it had belonged to the forc- 
fatliers of those that were coming from Jeru- 
salem, oud that when they were come, they 
made a war immediately against the king, 
and got possession of all Egypt.** He says 
also, that “ the Egyptians came with an army 
of two hundred thousand men, and that Ame- 
oophis, tlie king of Egypt, not thinking that 
he ought to fight against the gods, ran away 
presently into Ethiopia, and committed Apis 
and certain other of their sacred animals to 
the priests, and commanded them to take 
care of preserving them.” He says further, 
that ** the'people of Jerusalem came accord- 
ingly upon the Egyptians, and overthre 
their cities, and burnt their temples, and 
slew their horsemen, and in short abstained 
from no sort of wickedness nor barbarity: 
and for that priest who settled their polity 
and their laws,*’ he says ** he was by birth of 
Heliopolis, and his name was Osarsiph, from 
Osiris the god of Heliopolis; but that he 
changed his name, and called himself Moses.** 
He then says, that ** on the thirteenth year 
afterward, Amenophis, according to the fa- 
Uil lime of the duration of his misfortunes, 
came upon them out of Ethiopia with a great 
army, and joining battle with the shepherd: 
and with the polluted people, overcame themj 
if! battle, and slew a great many of them, I 
and pursued them as far as the bounds of : 
Syria.” j 

29. Now Manetho does not reflect upon 
the improbability of his lie ; for the leprous 
people, and the multitude that w'as with them, 
although they might formerly have been an- 
gry at the king, and at those that had treated 
tiieiii so coarsely, and this according to the 
prediction of the prophet ; yet certainly, j 
when they were come out of the mines, and 
had received of the king a city, and a coun^ 
try, they would have grown milder towards 
Jiini. However, had they ever so much hal- 
ed him in pargcular, they might have laid a 
private plot against himself, but would hardly 
have made war against all the Egyptians ; I 
mean this on the account of the great kindred 
they who were so numerous must have had 
among them. Nay still, if they had resolved 
to fight with the ineu, they would not have 
had impudence enough to fight with tlieir 
godi; nor would they have ordained lawsj 
quite contrary to those of their own country, I 
and to those in which they had been bred up 
themielves. Yet are we beholden to Mane- 


tho, that he does not lay the principal charge 
of this horrid transgression upon those that 
came from Jerusalem, but says that the E- 
gyptians themselves were the most guilty, 
and that they were their priests that contrived 
these things, and made the multitude take 
their oaths for doing so ; but still how absurd 
it to suppdsc that none of these people*s 
own relations or friends should be prevailed 
with to revolt, nor to undergo the hazards of 
war with them ; while these polluted people 
were forced to send to Jerusalem, and bring 
their auxiliaries from thence ! What friend- 
ship, I pray, or what relation was there for- 
merly between them that required this assist- 
ance ? On the contrary, these people were 
enemies, and greatly differed from them in 
their customs. He says, indeed, that they 
complied immediately, upon tlieir promising 
them that they should conquer Egypt; as if 
they did not themselves very well know that 
country out of which they had been driven 
by force. Now, liad these men been in want, 
or lived miserably, perhaps they might have 
undertaken so hazardous an enterprise ; but 
as they dwelt in a happy city, and had a large 
country, and one better than Egypt itself, 
how came it about, that for the sake of those 
that had of old been their enemies, of those 
that were maimed in their bodies, and of those 
whom none of their own relations would en- 
dure, they should run such hazards in assist- 
ing them ? For they could not foresee that 
the king w'ould run away from them : on the 
contrary, lie saith himself, that “ A mono- 
phis*s son had three hundred thousand men 
with binti> and met them at Pelusium.” Now, 
to be sure, those that came could not be ig- 
norant of this ; but for the king’s repentance 
and flight, how could they possibly guess af 
it ? He then says, that “ tliose who came from 
Jerusalem, and made this invasion, got the 
granaries of Egypt into their possession, and 
j perpetrated many of the most horrid actions 
j there.’* And thence he reproaches them, as 
though lie had not himself introduced them 
I as oneniies, or as though be might accuse 
such as w’cre invited from another place for 
so doing, when the natural Egyptians them- 
' selves had done the same things before their 
coining, and had taken oaths so to do. How 
ever, ** Amenophis, some time afterward, 
■ame upon them, and conquered them in a 
! battle, and slew his enemies, and drove them 
before him as far as Syria.” As if Egypt 
were so easily taken by people that cam/' 
from any place whatsoever ; and as if those 
that had conquered it by war, when they 
were informed that Amenophis was alive, did 
neither fortify tlie avenues out of Ethiopia 
...to it, although they had great advantages 
lor doing it, nor did get their other forces 
ready for their defence ! but that he followed 
them over the sandy desert, and slew them as 
far as Syria ; while yet it is not an easy tiling 
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for an army to pass over that country, even 
without iighting, 

SO. Our nation, therefore, according to Ma- 
netho, was not derived from Egypt, nor were 
any of the Egyptians mingled with us ; for it 
is to be supposed, that many of the leprous 
and distempered people were dead in the 
mines, since they had been there a long time, 
and in so ill a condition ; many others must 
be dead in the battles that happened after-, 
ward, and more still in the last battle and 
flight after it. 

31. It now lemains that I debi\,te with Ma- 
netho about Moses. Now the Egyptians ac 
knowledge him to have been a wonderful, 
and a divine person ; nay, they wouki wil- 
lingly lay claim to him themselves, though 
after a most abusive and incredible manner ; 
and pretend thi\t he was of Heliopolis, and 
one of the priests of tl at plac<‘, and was eject- 
ed out of it among the rest, on account of his 
leprosy ; although it had been demonstrated 
out of their records, that he lived five hundred 
and eighteen years earlier, and then brought 
our forefathers out of Egypt into Che country 
that is now inhabited by us. But now that 
he was not subject in his hotly to any such ca- 
lamity, is evident from what ho himself tells 
IIS : fur he forbade those that had the leprosy 
either to continue in a eity, or to inhabit a 
village, but commanded that they should go 
about by themselves with their clothes rent ; 
and declares that such as either touch (hem, 
or live under the same root w ith them, should 
be esteemed unclean ; nay, more, if any one 
of their diseases be healed, and ho recover his 
natural constitution again, he appointed them 
certain puriHeations, and w'ashings with 
spring-water, and the shaving (jff all their hair, 
and enjoins that they shall otl’er many sacri- 
fices, and those of several kinds, and then at 
length, to be admitted into the holy city ; al- 
though it were to he expected that, on the 
contrary, if he had been under the same cala- 
mity, he should have taken care of such per- 
6cns beforeimiiJ, and have had them treated 
after a kinder manner, as allectcd with a con- 
cern Ibr those that were to be under the like 
misfortunes with himself. Nor was it only 
those leprous people for whose sake he made 
these laws, but also for such as should he 
maimed in the smallest part of their body, 
who yet are not permitted by him to ofliciate as 
priests; nay, although any priest, already initi- 
ated, should have such a calamity fall upon him 
afterward lir> ordered him to be deprived of. 
hU honour ul officiating. How can it (hen 
be supposed that Moses should ordain such 
laws against himself, to his owui reproach and 
damage who so ordained ihcin ? Nor indeed 
is that other notion of Manetho at ail pro- 
bable, wherein he relates the change of his 
name, and says, that ** he was formerly called 
Osars'ph ;** and this a name no way agree- 
able to tin other, while his true name was 


Mouses, and signifies a person who pr^, 
served out of the water, for the Egypti_,_ 
call water Moii. I think, therefore, 1 h^vg 
made it sufficiently evident that Manetho^ 
while he followed his ancient records, ditlnoj 
much mistake the truth of the history ; |,i,t 
that when he had recourse to fabulous stories, 
without any certain author, he either forged 
them himself, without any probability, or ela 
gave credit to some men who spake so, onto, 
their ill-will to u«. 

32, And now I have done with Manetho, 
I will inquire into what Chcremon says; foi 
he also, when he pretended to write the 

(iati history, sets down the same name thr 
this king that Maneffio did, Amenophis, 
also of his son Harnesses, and then goes on 
thus : — “ The goddess Isis appeared to 
nophis in his sleep, and blamed him tliat her 
temple had been demolished in the war : hut 
that Phritiphantes, the sacred scribe, said to 
him, that in case he would purge Egypt of 
(he men that had puihuions upon tiiein, 
should be no longer troubled with such fright- 
ful apparitions. That Amenophis according, 
ly chose out two hundred and fifty thousand 
of those that were thus disettsed, and cju 
them out of the country: that Moses and Jo- 
seph were scribes, and Joseph was a sacred 
scribe; that their natnes were Egyptian ori- 
ginally ; that of Moses had been Tisiiheii, 
and that of Joseph, Petesejih : that these two 
rainc to Pelusium, and lighted iipon^ throb 
hundred and eighty thousand that had been 
left there by Ainenopliis, he not being willing 
to carry them into Egypt ; lliat these serihes 
made a league of friendship with the:t), ami 
made with them an expedition against Iv^jyiit: 

Amenophis could not sustain their at- 
tacks, hut immediately fled into Kfliiupi i, 
ul left his wife with child behind him, uho 
lay concealed in certain caverns, and ilion* 
brought forth a son, whose name was Me so- 
ne, and who, when he was grown up to man’s 
estate, pursued the Jews into ftlyiia, being 
about two hundred tliousand nu n, and dieii 
received his father Amenophis out i f Ktiiio- 
pia.” 

33. This is the account Chcremon gives 
us. Now, I lake it for granted, that w liat 1 
have .said already hath plainly proved the fal- 
sity of both these narrations ; for had tlu re 
been any real truth at the bottom, it was im- 
possible that they should so ijrentjy disagree 
about the particulars; but for those that in- 
vent lies, what they write will dly 

very diflerent accounts, while they forge wliat 
they please, out of their own heads. Nn"’> 
Manetho says that the king’s desire of seeing 
the gods was the origin of the tjcetioi of tl)e 
polluted people; but Chcremon feigns that U 
was a dream of his own, sent upon him by 
Isis, that was the occasion of it. Manet lo 
says that the person who foresliowed this pur- 
gntion of Egypt to the king, was Amenoplns. 
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()ut this mail says it was Phritiphantes. As 
to the numbers of the multitude that were ex- 
pelled, they agree exceedingly well,* the for- 
mer reckoning them eighty thousaml, and the 
latter at)out two hundred and fifty thousand ! 
^uw, for Manetho, he describes these polluted 
persons as sent first to work in the quarries, 
and says, that after that the city Avaris was 
given tliem for their habitation. As also, he 
relates that it was not till after they had made 
war with tlie rest of the Egyptians that they 
invited the people of Jerusalem to come to 
their assistance ; while Cheremon says only, 
that they were gone out of Egypt, and light- 

upon three hundred and eighty thousand 
men about Pelusiuin, who had been left there 
by Ameiiophis, and so they invaded Egypt 
with them again ; that thereupon Amcnophis 
fled into Ethiopia ; but then, this Cheremon 
commits a most ridiculous blunder in nut in- 
forming us who this army of so many ten 
thousands were, or whence they came ; whe- 
ther they were native Egyptians, or whether 
they came from a foreign country. Nor in- 
deed has this man, who forged a dream from 
Isis about the leprous people, assigned the 
reason why the king would not bring them 
into Egypt. Moreover, Cheremon sets down 
Joseph as driven away at the same time witlj 
Moses, who yet died four generations f before 
Moses ; which four generations make almost 
one hundred and seventy years. Besides ail 
this, Harnesses, the son of Amenophis, by 
Manetho’s account, was a young man, and 
assisted bis father in his war, and left the 
country at tlie same time with him, and He 
into Ethiopia: but Cheremon makes liim to 
have been bom in a certain cave, after his fa- 
iher was dead, and that he then overcame the 
Jews in battle, and «lrove them into Syria, 
being in number about two liutulred thousand. 
O thf' levity of the man I for be neither told 
113 who these three hundred and eighty thou 
sand were, nor how the four hundred ai: 
thirty thousand perished ; whether they fell i 
war, or vent over to liamesses ; and, what 
the strangest of all, it is not possible to learr 
out of him, who they were w hom he ca 
Jews, or to which of these two parties he ap- 
plies that denomination, whether to the tw'c 
hundred and Hfty thousand leprous people, o 
to the llife hundred and eighty thousand tlut 
were about Peldsium. But perhaps it wil 
be looked ufv^n as a silly thing in me to maki 
any larger confutati'vii of such writers as suf- 
ficiently confute themselves ; for had they 
been only confuted by other men, it had bee 
more tolerable. 

34. 1 shall now add to these account: 
about Maiietlio and Cheremon, somevvliai 

• By way of irony, 1 8upii«)se. 
iwJ Josephus estecmeil a generati 

Joseph and Moses to be about 42 or 43 yeai. . 
■l-fu between the earher children, well agrees 

with the duration of human life in those ages. So 
<tuihent. Rec. part il, pages 966, 1019. lOSO, 
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bout Lysimacliiis, who hath taken the same 
opic of falsehood with those forementioned 
■ut hath gone far beyond them in the incre- 
ible nature of his forgeries ; which plainly 
Icmonstrates that he contrived them out of 
is virulent hatred of our nation. His words 
je these : — “ The people of the Jew s being 
eprous and scabby, and subject to certain 
•ther kinds of distempers, in the days of Boc- 
;horis, king of Egypt, they fled to the tem- 
ies, and got their food there by begging ; 
nd as the numbers were very great that were 
alien under these diseases, there arose a scar- 
ity in Egypt. Hereupon Bocchoris, the king 
tf Egypt, sent some to consult the oracle of 
Jupiter] Hammon about this scarcity. The 
;od’s answer was this, that he must purge his 
:cmples of impure and impious men, by ex- 
pelling them out of those temples into desert 
places ; but as to the scabby and leprous peo- 
ple, he must drown them, and purge his tem- 
ies, the sun having an indignation at these 
men being suffered to live; and by this means 
:he land will bring forth its fruits. Upon 
Bucchoris’s having received these oracles, he 
called for their priests, and the attendants 
upon their altars, and ordered them to make 
a collection of the impure people, and to de- 
liver them to the soldiers, to cjirry them away 
into the desert; but to take the leprous peo- 
ple, and wrap them in sheets of lead, and let 
them down into the sea. Hereupon the scab- 
by and leprous people were drowned, and 
the rest were gotten together, and sent into 
Aesert places, in order to be exposed to de- 
struction. In this case they assembled them . 
selves together, and took counsel what they 
should do ; anil determined, that, as the night 
• us coining on, they should kindle fires and 
lamps, and keep watch ; that they also should 
fast the next night, and propitiate the gods, 
in order to obtain deliverance from them. 
That on tlie next day there was one Moses, 
who advised them that llicy should venture 
upon a journey, and go along one road till 
they should come to places fit for habitation : 
that he charged them to have no kind regards 
for any man, nor give good counsel to any, 
but alw ays to advise them for the w orst ; and 
to overturn all those temple.s and altars of the 
gods they should meet with : that the rest 
commended what ho had said with one con- 
sent, and did what they had resolved on, and 
so travelled over the desert. But that the 
difficulties of the journey being over, they 
cainc to a country inhabited, and that there 
they abused the men, and plundered and burnt 
their temples, and then came into that land 
which is called Judea, and there they built a 
city, and dwelt therein, and that their city 
was named Jikrosj/la, from this ilieir robbing 
of the temples; but that still, upon the suc- 
cess they had afterwards, they through course 
of lime changed its denomination, that U 
not be a reproach to them, and cakec* 
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the city Ni^rosolyma, and themselves ffieroso- 
lymites/* 

35* Now this man did not discover and 
mention the same king with the others, but 
feigned a newer name, and passing by the 
dream and the Egyptian prophet, he brings 
him to [Jupiter] Hammon, in order to gain 
oracles about the scabby and leprous people ; 
for he says that the multitude of Jews were 
gathered together at the temples. Now, it is 
uncertain whether he ascribes this name to 
these lepers, or to those that were subject to 
such diseases among the Jews only ; for he 
descries them as a people of the Jews. What 
people does he mean ?. foreigners, or those of 
that country ? Why then dost thou call them 
Jews, if they were Egyptians ? But if they 
were foreigners, why dost thou not tell us 
whence they came ? And how could it be 
that, after the king had thrown many of them 
into the sea, and ejected the rest into desert 
places, there should be still so great a multu 
tilde remaining? Or after what manner did 
they pass over the desert, and get the land 
which we now dwell in, and build our city, 
and that temple which hath been so famous 
among all mankind ? And besides, he ought 
to have spoken more about our legislator than 
by giving us his bare name ; and to have ii>- 
formed us of what nation he was, and what 
parents he was derived from ; and to have as- 
signed the reasons why he undertook to make 
such laws concerning the gods, and concern- 
ing matters of injustice with regard to men 
during that journey. For, in case the people 
were by birth Egyptians, they would not on 


the sudden have so easily changed the cus- 
toms of their country ; and in case they had 
been foreigners, they had for certain some laws 
or other which had been kept by them from 
long custom. It is true, that with regard to 
those who had ejected them, they might have 
sworn never to bear good-will to them, and 
might have had a plausible reason fur so doing. 
But if these men resolved to wage an impla. 
cable war against all men, in case they had 
acted as wickedly as he relates of them, aru^ 
tills while they wanted the assistance of all 
men, this demonstrates a kind of mad con. 
duct indeed ; but not of the men themselves, 
hut very greatly so of him that tells such lie^ 
about them. He hath also impudence eiiougl) 
to say that a name, implying Robbers of the 
temples,” • was given to their city, and that 
this name was afterward changed. The rea. 
sun of vrhicli is plain, that the former name 
brought reproach and hatred upon them in the 
times of their posterity, while, it seems, tho^e 
that built ilie city tliuiiglit they did honour t() 
the city by giving it such a name. So we see 
that this fine fellow had such an unbounded 
inclination to reproach us, that he did not un- 
derstand that robbery of temples is not ex- 
pressed by the same word and name among 
the Jews as it is among the Greeks. But 
why should a man say any more to a person 
who tells such impudent lies ! However, since 
this book is arisen to a competent length, I 
will make another beginning, and endeavour 
to add what still remains to perfect my design 
in the following book. 


BOOK 11. 


§ 1. In the former book, most honoured Epa- 
pbroditus, I have demonstrated our antiquity, 
and confirmed the truth of what I have said, 
from the writings of the Phcciiicians, and 
Chaldeans, and Egyptians. I have, more- 
over, produced many of the Grecian writers, 
as witnesses thereto. 1 have also made a re- 
futation of Manetlio and Cheremon, and of 
certain others of our enemies. I shall nowf 
therefore begin a confutation of the remaining 
authors who have written any thing against 


• Th at is the tneaiiing of Ulmwyte in Greek, not in 
Hebrew. 

+ The former part of this second book is written 
the calumnies of Apkm, and then more briefly 
against the like calumnies of Apollonius Molo. But 
that, Joaaphus leaves oil any more particular re- 
ply to tbosa adversaries of (he Jews, and gives us a large 
and cxcellmt dascription and vindication of that theo* 
cracy wbh^ was trilled for the Jewish nation by Moses, 
Uieir great lcgh(.itor 


us ; although I confess I have had a doubt 
upon me about Apion | the grammarian, 
wbctlicr 1 ought to take the trouble of confut- 
ing him or not; for some of his writings con- 
tain much the same accusations which tiie 
others have laid against us, some things that 
he hath added are very frigid and contemp- 
tible, and for the greatest par^ of wdiat he 
says, it is very scurrilous, and, to speak no 
more than the plain truth, it shews him to 
be a very unlearned person, and what lie lays 
together, looks like the work of a man of very 
bad morals, and of one no better in his whole 
life than a mountebank. Yet, because there 
are a great many men so very loolish, that 
they are rather caught by such orauons thn» 
by what is written with care, and take ploa- 

t Celled by Tiberius CymtHUum Wundi, The drin* 
of the world. 
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sure in reproactiing other men, and cannot 
abide to hear them commended, I thought it 
to be necessary nut to let this man go off 
without examination, who had written such 
an accusation against us, as if he would bring 
us to make an answer in open court. For 1 
also have observed, that many men are very 
much delighted wlien tliey see a man who 
first began to reproach another, to be himself 
exposed to contempt on account of the vices 
he hath himself been guilty of. However, it 
is not a very easy thing to go over this man*s 
discourse, nor to know plainly what he means ; 
yet does he seem, amidst a great confusion 
and disorder in his falsehoods, to produce, in 
the first place, such things as resemble what 
we have examined already, and relate to the 
departure of our forefathers out of Egypt; 
rtiid, in the second place, he accuses tho.se 
Jews that are inhabitants of Alexandria ; as, in 
the third place, he mixes with these things 
such accusations as concern the sacred puri- 
fications, with the other legal rites used in the 
temple. 

2. Now, although I cannot but think that 
1 have already demonstrated, and that abun- 
dantly, more than was necessary, that our 
fathers were not originally Egyptians, nor 
were thence expelled, either on account of 
bodily diseases, or any other calamities of 
that sort, yet will I briefly take notice of what 
Anion adds upon that subject ; for in his third 
book, which relates to the affairs of Egypt, 
lie speaks thus ; — “ 1 have heard of the an- 
fient men of Egypt, that Moses was of Helio- 
polis, and that he thought himself obliged to 
follow the customs of Ins forefathers, and 
offered his prayers in the open air, towards 
the city walls ; but that he reduced them all 
lo be directed towards the sun-rising, which 
was agreeable to the situation of Heliopolis; 
that ne also set up pillars instead of gnomons,* 
under which w'as represented a cavity like that 
cf’ a boat, and the shadow that fell from their 
tops fell down upon that cavity, that it might 
go lou.id about the like course as the sun 
itself goes round in the other.” This is that 
wonderful relation w hich wc have given us by 
this great grammarian. But that it is a false 
one is so plain, that it stands in need of few 
words to prove it, but is manifest from the 
works of Moses ; for when he erected the first 
tabernacle to Gotl, he did himself neither give 
irder for atiy sucli kind of representation to 
oc made at it, nor ordain that those who came 
after him should make such a one. Moreover, 
when in a future age Solomon built his tem- 
nle in Jerusalem, he avoided all such needless 
decorations as Apion hath liere devised. He 
says farther, “How he had heard of the ancient 

men, that Moses was of Heliopolis.** To be 

** This seems fo have Iwcn the first dial that had 
made in Egypt, and was a little before Uie time 
7 KK f has madi ht ; f first] dial in Judea, and about anno 

loo, In the first year of the wventh olympiad, as weshall 
prweniiy. Sih: 2 Kings xx, II ; W! xxxviii ». 


sure that was, because being a younger man 
himself, he believed those that by their elder 
age were acquainted and conversed with him. 
Now, this [man], grammarian as he w as, could 
not certainly tell which w-as the poet Homer's 
country, no more than he could which was the 
country of Pythagoras, who lived comparative- 
ly but a little while ago ; yet does he thus easily 
determine the age of Moses, who preceded them 
such a vast number of years, as depending on 
his ancient men's relation, which shows how 
notorious a liar he was. But then as to this 
chronological determination of the time when 
he says lie brought the leprous people, the 
blind, and the lame, out of Egypt, see how 
well this most accurate grammarian of ours 
agrees with those that have written before him! 
Manetho says that the Jews departed out of 
Egypt, in the reign of Tethmosis, three hun- 
dred and ninety-three years before Danaus filed 
to Argos ; Lysimachus says it w'as under king 
Bocchori.s, that is, one thousand seven hun- 
dred years ago ; Molo and some others deter- 
mined it as every one pleased : but this Apion 
of ours, as deserving to be believed before 
them, hath determined it exactly to have been 
in the seventh olympiad, and the first year of 
that olympiad ; the very same year in w hich he 
says that Carthage was built by the Pticeiii- 
cians. The reason why he added this build- 
ing of Carthage was, to be sure, in order, as 
he thought, to strengthen his assertion by so 
evident a character of chronology. But he 
was not aware that this character confutes liis 
assertion ; for if we may give credit to tlie 
Phoenician records as to the time of the first 
coiViing of their colony to Carthage, they re- 
late that Hirom their \ing was above one 
hundred and fifty years earlier than the build- 
ing of Carthage ; concerning whom I have 
formerly produced testimonials out of those 
I’hoenician records, as also that this Hirom 
was a friend of Solomon when he was build- 
ing the temple of Jerusalem, and gave him 
great assistance in his building tlMt temple; 
while still Solomon himself built that temple 
hundred and twelve years after the Jews 
came out of Egypt. As lor tlie number of 
those that w ere expelled out of Egypt, he hath 
contrived to have the very same number with 
Lysimachus, and s.ays they were a hundred and 
ten thousand. He tl»cn assigns a certain 
wonderful and plausible occasion for the 
name of Sabbath ; for he says, that “ when the 
Jews hud travelled a six days* journey, they 
had buboes in their groins : and that on this 
account it was that they rested on the seventh 
day, as having got safely to that country which 
is now called Judea ; that then they preserved 
the language of the Egyptians, and called 
that day the Sabbath, for that malady of bu- 
boes in their groin was named Sabbatosis by 
die Egyptians.** And would not a man now 
laugh at this fellow’s triHing, or rather ha^ 
Ilia iuxpudence in writing thus ? "NVe must, it 
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seems, take it for granted, that ail tiicse hun- 
dred and ten thousand men must have these 
buboes ! But, for certain, if those men had 
been blind and lame, and had all sorts of dis- 
tempers upon them, as Apion says they had, 
tlwy could not have gone one single day’s 
journey ; but if they had been all able to 
travel over a large desert, and, besides that, to 
fight and conquer those that opposed them, 
they had not all of them had buboes in their 
groins after the sixth day was over; for no 
such distemper comes naturally and of neces- 
sity upon those that travel ; l)ut still, when 
there are many (cn thousands in a camp to- 
gether, they constantly march a settled space 
[in a day]. Nor is it at all probable that 
such a thing should happen by chance ; this 
would be prodigiously absurd to be supposed. 
However, our admirable author Apion hath 
before told us, that “they came to Judea 
in six days’ time;’* and again, that “Moses 
went up to a mountain that lay between £- 
gypt and Arabia, which was called Sinai, and 
was concealed there forty days, and that when 
he came down from thence he gave laws to 
the Jews.*’ But then, how was it possible fur 
them to tarry forty days in a desert place 
w'hcre there was no water, and at the same 
lime to pass all over the country between ' 
that and Judea in the six days? And as for 
this grammatical translation of the word Sab- 
bath, it either contains an instance of his great 
impudence or gross ignorance ; for the words 
Sabbo and SabbcUh are widely diflercnt from 
one another; for the W'ord Sabbath in the 
Jewish language denotes rest from ail sorts of 
work ; but the word Sabbo, as he allirms, de- 
notes among the Egyptians the malady of a 
bubo in the groin. 

3. This is that novel account which the 
Egyptian Apion gives us concerning the Jews' 
departure out of Egypt, and is no i>etter titan 
a contrivance of his own. But w’hy should we 
w'onder at the lies he tells us about our fore- 
fathers, when he affirms them to be of Egyp- 
tian original, when he lies also about himself f 
for although he was born at Oasis in Egypt, 
he pretends to be, as a man may say, the top 
man of all the Egyptians; yet docs he for- 
swear his real country and progenitors, ami 
by falsely pretending to be born at Alexan- 
dria, cannot deny the pravity of his family ; 
for you see how justly he calls those Egyp- 
tians whom he hates, and endeavours to re- 
proach ; for had he not deemed Egyptians 
to be a name of great reproach, he wojild not 
have avoided the name of an Egyptian him- 
self; as we know that those w'ho brag of their 
own countries, value theiT.selvcs upon thedc- 
nomination they actpiire thereby, and reprove 
such as unjustly lay claim thereto. As for 
the Egyptians* claim to be of our kindred, 
they do it on one of the following accounts; 
J mean, cither as they value themselves upon 
it, and pretend to bear that relation to us; or 


else as they would draw us in to be partakers 
of their own infamy. But this fine fellow 
Apion seems to broach this reproachful ap. 
pellation against us [that we w ere originally 
Egyptians], in order to bestow it on the Alex, 
andrians as a reward for the privilege they Imd 
given him of being a fellow. citizen with 
them ; he also is apprised of the ill-will the 
Alexandrians bear to those Jews who are 
their fellow-citizens, and so proposes to him. 
self ♦J reproach them, although he must there- 
by i.icludc all the other Egyptians also ; while 
in both cases he is no better then an irnpu. 
dent liar. 

4. But let us now see what those heavy 
and wicked crimes are which Apion charges 
upon the Alexandrian Jews. “ They cmno 
(siiys he) out of Syria, and inhabited near the 
tempestuous sea, and were in the neighbour, 
hood of the dashing of the waves,*’ Now, if 
the place of habitation iilcludrs any thin» 
that is reproachful, this man reproaches not 
his own real country [Egypt], but what he 
pretends to be his own country, Alexandria • 
for all are agreed in this, that the })art of that 
city whicii is near the sea, is the best part of 
all for habitation. Now, if the Jews gained 
that part of the city by force, and have kepi 
it hitherto withoiU impeachment, this is a rnaik 
of their valour • but in reality it was Alexaii, 
dor himself that gave them that place for th. ii 
habitation, when they obtained equal privi- 
leges there with the Macedonians. Nor can 
I devise what Apion would have said, had 
their habitation been at Necropolis,* and not 
been fixed hard by ihe royal palace [as it is]; 
nor had their nation had the denomination of 
Macedonians given them till this very day [as 
they have]. Had this man now read the i pi,- 
ties of king Alexander, or those of Ptolemy the 
of l^agus, or met with tlie writings of thi 
succeeding kings, or that pillar which is still 
standing at Alexnndrhi, and contains the pri- 
vileges vvliich the great [Julius] Ca*sar be 
stowed upon the Jews; had this man, 1 say, 
known these records, and yet hath the imjiu- 
deuce to write in contradiction to them, he 
hath shown himself to be n wicked man ; but 
if he knew nothing of these records, he hatli 
sliew'ti himself to be a man very ignorant ; 
nay, wlien he appears to wonder how Jews 
could be called Alexandrians, this is another 
like instance of liis ignorance ; for all sucIi 
as are called out to be colonics, althoiigli 
they be ever so far remote from one another 
ill their original, receive their names fmn' 
those that bring them to their new habitations. 
And what occasion is there to speak of others, 
when those of us Jews that dwell at .\nlioch 
are named Antiochians, because Selcucus the 
founder of that city gave them the privileges 
belonging thereto? After the like manner do 
those Jews Uiat inhdbit Ephesus and the othet 


• The burial-place for dead iMKiien, as I “upinaw* 
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cities of Ionia enjoy the same name with those ' 
lhat were originally born there, ^y the grant of 
the succeeding princes ; nay, the kindness and 
humanity of the Romans hath been so great, 
that it hath granted leave to almost all others 
to take the same name of Romans upon them ; j 
1 mean not particular men only, but entire | 
and large nations themselves also; for those' 
anciently named Iberi, and Tyrrheni, and Sa-| 
bini, are now called Romani: and if Apion' 
reject this way of obtaining the privilege of aj 
citizen of Alexandria, let him abstain from 
calling himself an Alexandrian hereafter ; for! 
otherwise, how can he who was born in the 
verv heart of Egypt be an Alexandrian, if 
this way of accepting such a privilege, of which 
he vkoiild have us deprived, be once abrogat- 
ed ? AUliougli indeed these Romans, who are 
iiow the lords of the habitable earth, have lor- 
biddeii the Egyptians to have the privileges 
of any city whatsoever, while this tine fellow, 
who is willing to partake of sucli a privilege 
himself as he is foibidden to tnake use of, en- 
deavours by calumnies to deprive those of itj 
that have justly received it; for Alexander; 
tlid rot tlierefore get some of our nation to , 
Alexandria, because he wanted inhabitants; 
for this his city, on wliose building he had ! 
bestowed so much pains ; hut this was given | 
to our people as a reward; because he had, i 
upon a careful trial, found them all to have! 
been men of virtue and fidelity to him; for,' 
i« Ilccateijs says concerning us, “ Alexander 
liunoiired onr nation to such a degree, that, 
for the equity and the fidelity which the Jews 
had exhibited to him, lie permitted them to 
hold die country of Samaria free from tribute. 
01’ the same mind also was Ptolemy the son 
of Uagus, as to those Jews who dwelt at 
Alexandria.” For he intrusted the fortre.'.ses 
of Kgypt into their liands, as believing they 


ed person of his age, and the others, such as 
were entrusted with the guard of his body, 
should take the care of this matter : nor would 
he certainly have been so desirous of learning 
our law and the philosophy of our nation, 
had he despised the men that made use of it, 
or had he not indeed had them in great ad- 
miration. 

5. Now this Apion was unacquainted with 
almost all the kings of those Macedonians 
\vhom he pretends to have been his progeni- 
tors, — w'ho were yet very well aifccted towards 
us ; for the third of those Ptolemies, who 
was called Euergetes, when he had gotten 
possession of all Syria by force, did not olK r 
bis thank. orterings to the Egyptian gods for 
his victory, but came to Jerusalem, and, ac- 
cording to our own laws, offered many sacri- 
fices to God, and dedicated lo him such gifts 
; as were suitable to such a victory ; and as for 
Ptolemy Pliilometor and his wife Cleopatra, 
they committed their whole kingdom to Jews, 
when Onias and Dositheiis, both Jews, whose 
names are laughed at by Apion, were the ge- 
nerals of their whole army ; but certainly 
instead of reproaching them, he ought to ad- 
mire their actions, and return them thanks 
for saving Alexandria, whose citizen he pre- 
tends to he; for when these .Alexandrians 
were making war with Cleopatra the queen, 
and were in danger of being utterly ruined, 
these Jews brought them to terms of agree- 
ment, and freed them from the miseries of a 
I civil war. “ Rut then (says Apion) Onias 
brought a small army afterward upon the city 
I at the time when. Thermus the Roman am- 
jbiissador was there present.” Yes, do I ven- 
[ture to say, and that In? did rightly and very 
! justly in so doing; for that Ptolemy who was 
j called Physco, upon the death of his brother 
■ Philomeior, came from Cyrene, and would 


wo :ld keep them faithfully aiul valiantly lor; have ejected Cleopatra as well as her sons out 
liim ; and when lie was desirous to secure the | of their kingdom, that he might obtain it for 
government of Cyrene, and the other cities of j himself unjustly, f For this cause then it was 
lihya to himself, he sent a party of Jews to that Onias undertook a war against him on 
iniiah.t them. And for his successor Ptolemy, Cleopatra’s account; nor would he desert 
who was called Pliiladelpims, he did not only that trust the royal family had reposed in him 
set all those of our nation free, who were in their distress. Accordingly, God gave a 


captives under him, but did frequently * give 
money [for their ransoin]; and, what was his 
greatest work of all, he had a great desire of 
knowii g our laws, and of obtaining the books 
of our sacred scriptures: accordingly he de- 
sired tliat* such men might be sent him as 
might interpret o jr law to him ; and in order 
to have them well compiled, lie coiiniiitted 
that care to no ordinary persons, but ordained 
that Demetrius Piialcreus, and Andreas, and 
Aristeas; the first, Demetrius, the most learn- 

* For 'ToXXttYK, ot frfqufnttjjt I woulA heve read 
a great UtnU of money; for we indeetl read, both 
In Aristeas and Josephus, that this rioleniy Phllailcl- 
phus once gave a very great sum of inoiiry lo rcilceni 
alwve 100,000 Jewish captives; but not ot any sums 
of money which Jio disbursed on their aivount at other 
mnes, that I know of. 


remarkable attestation to his righteous proce- 
dure; for when Ptolemy Physco^ had the 
presumption to fight against Onias’s army, 
and had caught all the Jews that were in the 
city [Alexandria^, with their children and 
wives, and exposed them naked and in bonds 
to his elephants, that they might be trodden 
upon and destroyed, and when he had made 

t Rcre begins a gieat defect in the Greek copy: 
but he old I.atin version fully svipplies tliat defect. 

i What error is here generally bclievcil to have btvn 
GoinuiUte<l by our Josephu.s in ascribing a jlclivenuice 
of the Jews to the reign of I’tolcmy Physw, the seventh 
of those Ptolemies, whic/v ba- been universally sup- 
poseil to have hapivnotl uiulcr l*tolcmy I’lulopator, the 
foiwlh of them, is no Ixdtcr than a gross 
nuxienis, (uid not of Joseplius, } 

in the .Vutlient. Rcc part i, p. hO-iOJ, wliithir I 
refer the impiisitive reader. 
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those elephants drunk for that purpose, the him, and what fidelity we shj%«ed to him a^- 


event proved contrary to his preparations ; for 
these elephants left the Jews w'ho w ere expos- 
ed to them, and fell violently upon Physco*s 
friends, and slew a great number of them ; 
nay, after this, Ptolemy saw a terrible ghost, 
which prohibited his hurting those men ; his 
very concubine, whom he loved so well (some 
call her Ithaca, and others Irene), making 
supplication to him, that he would not per- 
petrate so great a wickedness. So he com- 
plied with her request, and repented of what 
he either had already done, or w*as about to 
do ; whence it is well known that the Alexan- 
drian Jews do with good reason celebrate this 
day, on the account that they had thereon 
been vouchsafed such an evident deliverance 
from God. However, Apion, the common 
calumniator of men, hath the presumption to 
accuse the Jews for making tiiis war against 
Physco, when he ought to have commended 
them for the same. This man also makes 
mention of Cleopatra, the last queen of Alex- 
andria, and abuses us, because she was un- 
grateful to us; whereas he ought to have re* 
proved her, who indulged herself in all kinds 
of injustice and wicked practices, both with 
regard to her nearest relations, and husbands 
who had loved her, and indeed in general 
with regard to all the Romans, and those 
emperors that were her benefactors ; who also 
had her sister Arsinoe slain in a temple, 
w'hen she had done her no harm : moreover, 
she had her brother slain by jirivate treachery, 
and she destroyed the gods of her country 
and the sepulchres of her progenitors; and 
while she had received her kingdom from the 
first Caesar, she liad the impudence to rebel 
against bis son* and successor ; nay, she cor. 
rupted Antony with her love- tricks, and ren- 
dered him an enemy to his country, and made 
him treacherous to his friends, and [by bis 
means] despoiled some of their royal authori- 
ty, and forced others in her madness to act 
wickedly ; but what need 1 enlarge upon this 
head any farther, when she left Antony in 
his fight at sea, though lie were her husband, 
and the fatlier of their common children, and 
compelled him to resign up his government, 
w'/tlj the army, and to follow Iwr [into E- 
g}pt] ; nay, when last of all Ca'sar had taken 
Alexandria, she came to (hat pitch of cruelty, 
that she declared she had some hope of pre- 
serving her afiairs still, in case she could kill 
the Jews, though it were with her own band; 
to such a degree of barbarity and perfidious- 
ness had she arrived ; and dotJi any one think 
that we cannot boast ourselves of any thing, 
if, as Apion says, this queen did not at a time 
uf famine distribute wheat among us ? How- 
ever, §tw at length met with the punishment 
she deserved. As for us Jews, wc appeal to 
Che great Cmar what assistance we brought | 


gainst the E^ptians ; as also to the senate 
and its decrees, and the epistles of Augustus 
Caesar, whereby our merits [to the Romans] 
are justified. Apion ought to have looked 
upon those epistles, and in particular to have 
examined the testimonies given on our behalf, 
under Alexander and all the Ptolemies, anti 
the decrees of the senate and of the greatest 
Roman emperors; and if Germanicus was 
not able to make a distribution of corn to all 
the inhabitants of Alexandria, that only shows 
what a barren time it was, and how great a 
want there was then of corn, but tends no- 
thing to the accusation of the Jews ; for what 
all the emperors have thought of the Alex- 
andrian Jews is well known, for this distribu 
tion of wheat was no otherwise omitted with 
regard to the Jews, than it was with regard 
to the other inhabitants of Alexandria ; but 
they still were desirous to preserve w'hat the 
kings had formerly intrusted to their care, 
1 mean the custody of the river . nor did 
those kings think them unworthy of having 
the entire custody thereof upon all occasions. 

6. But besides this, Apion objects to us 
thus “If the Jew's (says he) be citizens of 
Alexandria, why do they not worship the same 
gods with the Alexandrians To which I 
give this answer: Since you are yourselves 
Egyptians, why do you figlit out one againsi 
another, and have implacable wars about youi 
religion ? At this rate we must not call yi/ii 
all Egyptians, nor indeed in general men, be- 
cause you breed up with great care beasts of 
a nature quite contrary to that of men, altlioii ‘di 
the nature of all men seems to be one and tlu> 
same. Now if there be such differences in 
opinion among you Egyptians, why are you 
surprised that those who came to Alexandria 
from another country, and had original laws 
of their ow'ii before, should persevere in the 
observance of those laws ? But still he charges 
us with being the authors of sedition : wliicli 
accusation, if it be a just one, why is it not 
laid against us all, since wc are known to Ixj 
all of one mind ? Moreover, those that search 
into such matters will soon discover that th*. 
authors of sedition liave been such citizens ol 
Alexandria as Apion is; for while they were 
the Grecians and Macedonians who were ie 
possession of this city, there was no seditio*' 
raised against us, and we were permitted to 
observe our ancient solemnities ; but when tlie 
number of the Egyptians therein came to be 
considerable, the times grew confused, and 
then these seditions brake out still more and 
more, while our people continued uncorrupt- 
ed. These Egyptians therefore were the au 
ihors of these troubles, who not having the 
constancy of Macedonians, nor the prudence 
of Grecians, indulged all of them the evil 
manners of the Egyptians, and continued 
their ancient hatred against us ; for what is 
liiMf HO presumptuously charged upon us» 


♦ Siwu • >e>n, and adepCod son. 
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owing to the differences that are amongst 
themselves ; while many of them have not ob- 
tained the privileges of citizens in proper times, 
but style those who are well known to have had 
that privilege extended to them all, no other 
than foreigners ; for it does not appear that any 
of the kings have ever formerly bestowed those 
privileges of citizens upon Egyptians, no more 
tlian have the emperors done it more late- 
ly j while it was Alexander who introduced us 
into this city at first, the kings augmented our 
privileges therein, and the Romans have been 
pleased to preserve them always inviolable. 
Moreover, Apion would lay a blot upon us, 
because we do not erect images to our em- 
perors, as if those emperors did not know 
this before, or stood in need of Apion as their 
defender ; whereas he ought rather to have 
afimired the magnanimity and modesty of the 
Romans, whereby they do not compel those 
that are subject to them to transgress the laws 
of their countries, but arc willing to receive 
the honours duo to them after sucli a manner 
as those who are to pay them esteem cor.sistont 
with piety and with their own laws ; for they 
do not Uiank people for conferring honours 
upon them, when they are compelled by vio- 
lence so to do. Accordingly, since the Gre- 
cians and some other nations think it a right 
thing to make hnages, nay, when they have 
painted the pictures of their parents, and 
wives, and children, they exult for joy ; and 
sothe there are who take pictures for them- 
selves of such persons as were no way related 
10 them : nay, some take the pictures of such 
bevvanlf! as they w'erc fond of. What wonder 
is it then if such as these appear willing to pay 
the same respect to their princes and lords? 
But then our legislator hath forbidden us to 
make images, not by way of denunciation be 
forehand, that the Roman authority was not to 
be honoured, but as despising a thing that was 
neither necessary nor useful for either God or 
Iran ; and he forbade tliem, as we shall prove 
hcreafur, to make these images for any part 
of the animal creation, and much less for God 
himself, who is no part of such animal crea- 
tion. Yet hath our legislator nowdierc for- 
bidden us to pay honours to worthy men, pro- 
vided they be of another kind, and inferior to 
those we pay to God ; with which honours wc 
willingly iestify our respect to our emperors, 
and to the people of lioine ; we also offer 
perpetual sacrifices for them ; nor do we only 
offer them every day at the common expenses 
of all the Jews, but although we offer no other 
such sacrifices out of our common expenses, no 


■uch his materials ; I mean Posidonius and 
Apollonius [the son of | Molo,* who while 
hey accuse us for not worshipping the same 
gods whom others worship, they think tliem- 
lelves not guilty of impiety wlien they tell 
ies of us, and frame absurd and reproachful 
stories about our temple ; whereas it is a most 
ihameful thing for freemen to forge lies on 
any occasion, and much more so to forge them 
about our temple, which was so famous over 
all the world, and was preserved so sacred by 
us ; for Apion hath the impudence to pretend, 
hat ** the Jews placed an ass’s head in their 
holy place)’* and he affirms that this was dis- 
covered w'hen Antiochus Epiphanes spoiled 
our temple, and found that ass’s head there 
made of gold, and worth a great deal of mo- 
ney. 'I'o this my first answer shall be this, 
that had there been any such tiling among us, 
Egyptian ought by no means to have 
thrown it in our teeth, since an ass is not a 
nore contemptible animal than * * *, f and 
goats, and other such creatures, which among 
them are gods. But besides this answer, 1 
say farther, how comes it about that Apion 
docs not understand this to be no other than 
a palpable lie, and to be confuted by the thing 
itself as utterly incredible ? For we Jew’s 
are always governed by the same laws, in 
which we constantly persevere ; and although 
many misfortunes have befallen our city, as 
the like have befallen others, and although 
'J’lieos [Epiphanes"', and Pompey the Great, 
and Licinius Crassus, and last of all Titus 
Ciesar, have conquered us in war, and gotten 
possession of our temple, yet has none of 
them found any such thing there, nor indeed 
any thing but what was agreeable to the strict- 
est piety ; although what they found wc are 
not at liberty to reveal to other nations. But 
for Antiochus [Epiphanes], he had no just 
cause for that ravage in our temple that he 
made ; he only came to it when he wanted 
money, without declaring himself our enemy, 
and attacked us while we w'ere his associates 
and his friends; nor did he find anything 
there that was ridiculous. This is attested by 
many worthy writers ; Polybius of Megalo- 
polis, Strabo of Cappadocia, Nicolaus of Da- 
mascus, Timagencs, Castor the clironologer, 
and Apollodorus, f who all say that it was out 
of Antiochus’s want of money that he broke 
bis league with the Jews, and despoiled their 
temple when it was full of -gold and silver. 
Apion ought to have had a regard to these 
facts, unless he had himself had either an 
ass’s heart or a dog’s impudence ; of such a 


not for our own children, yet do we this as a 
peculiar honour to the emperors, and to them 
alone, while we do the same to no other per- 


f failed more properly Molo, or Apollonius Molo, 
lerwifter; for ApollonluB, the son of Molo, was ano- 
T person, a* Sln-iho informs us, lib. xiv. 


son whomsoever. And let this suffice for an 
answer in general to Apion as to what he says 
with relation to the Alexandrian Jews. 

7. However, I cannot but admire those 
other authors who furnished this man with 


notes, does not now .ip|H’ar. 

j It is great pity that these six Pagan 
mculioiied to have describ^ the famous 
the Jewish temple by Antiochus Lpiphanes, snoma w 
;ill lost ; I mean so far of their writings as wnUined that 
description; though it Is plain Josephus perused them 
aU, as extant in his time. 
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dog I mean as they worship ; for he had no 
other external reason for the lies lie tells of 
us. As for us Jews, we ascribe no honour 
or po;nrer to asses, as do the Egyptians to cro- 
codiles and asps, when they esteem such as 
are seised upon by the former, or bitten by 
the latter, to be happy persons, and persons 
worthy of God. Asses are the same with us 
which they are with other wise men, via. crea- 
tures that bear the burdens that we lay upon 
them; but if they come to our threshing* 
floors and cat our corn, or do not perform 
what we impose upon them, we beat them 
with a great many stripes; because it is their 
business to minister to us in our husbandry 
affairs. But this Apion of ours was cither 
perfectly unskilful in the composition of such 
fallacious discourses, or however, when he 
began [somewhat better], he was nut able to 
persevere in what he had undertaken, since 
he hath no manner of success in (hose re- 
proaches he casts upon us. 

8. He adds another Grecian fable, in order 
to reproach us. In reply to which, it vsould 
be enough to say that they who presume to 
speak about divine worship, ought not to be 
ignorant of this plain truth, that it is a de- 
gree of less impurity to pass through tenij)]es, , 
than to forge wicked caliinuiies of its priests. | 
Now, such men as he are more zealous to jus- 
tify a sacrilegious king than to write what is 
just and what is true about us, and about our 
temple; for when they arc desirous of grati- 
fying Antiochus, and of concealing that per- 
fidiousness and sacrilege which he was guilty 
of, with regard to our nation, when he wanted 
money, they endeavour to disgrace us, and 
tell lies even relating to futurities. Apion 
becomes other men’s prophet upon this occa- 
sion, and says, that ** Antiochus found -in our 
temple a bed and a man lying upon it, with a 
small table before him, full of dainties, from 
the [fishes of the] sea, and the fowls of the 
dry land ; that this man was amazed at these 
daintier thus set before him ; that he imme- 
diately adored the king, upon his coming in, 
as hoping that he would afford him all possi- 
ble assistance ; that he fell down upon his 
knees, and stretched out to him his right hand, 
and begged to be relea'>ed : and that when the 
king bade him sit down, and tell him who he 
was, and why he dw’clt there, and what was 
the meaning of those various sorts of food 
that w ere set befbre him, the man made a la- 
mentable complaint, and with sighs, and tears 
in his eyes, gave him this account of the dis- 
tress he w'as in ; and said that lie was a Greek, 
and that as lie went over this province, in or- 
der to get his living, he w'hs seized upon by 
foreigners, on a sudden, and brought to this 
temple, and shut up therein, and was seen by 
nobody, but was fattened by these curious 
provisions thus set bcfoie him : and that truly 
at the first sudr unexpected advantages seem- 
ed to him matter of great joy ; that, after a 


while they brought a suspicion upon him, and 
at length astonishment, what their meaning 
should he ; that at last he inquired of the ser- 
vants that came to him, and was by them in. 
formed that it was in order to the fulfilliug a 
law of the Jews, which thc7 must not tell 
him, that he was thus fed ; and that they did 
the same at a set time every year : that the) 
used to catch a Greek foreigner, and faltec 
him thus up every year, and then lead him to a 
certain wood, and kill him, and sacrifice with 
their accustomed solemnities, and taste of In's 
entrails, and take an oath upon this sacrific. 
ing n Greek, that they would ever he at en, 
mity with the Giiceks; and tliat then they 
threw the remaining parts of the miserable 
wretch into a certain pit,” Apion adds far- 
ther, that the man said there were but a few 
days to come ere be was to be slain, and im- 
plored Antiochus that, out of the reverence 
he bore to the Grecian gods, he would disap- 
point the snares the Jews laid for his blood, 
and would deliver him from the miseries with 
which he was encompassed.” Now this is 
such a most tragical fable, as is full of nothing 
I but cruelty and impudence ; yet does it not 
excuse Antiochus of his sacrilegious attempts, 
as those who w'lotc it in his vindication are 
willing to suppose ; for he could not presume 
beforehand that he should meet with any sucli 
thing in coming to the temple, hut must 
found it unexpectedly. Hu was ihereloie 
still an itnpious person, (hat was given to 
lawful pleasures, and had no regard to God 
in liis actions. But [as for A})ionj he hath 
done whatever his extruvugant love of lying 
hath dictated to him, as it is most easy to dis- 
cover by a consideration of his writings ; ttjr 
the diflerence of our laws is know n not lo 
regard the Grecians only, but they are piiii- 
cipally opposite to the Egyptians, and losoiiu- 
other nations also; fur w'hilc it so falls out, 
that men of all countries come sometimes aiul 
sojourn among us, iiow comes it about that 
w'c take an oath, and conspire only against the 
Grecians, and tiiat by the efi'usion of their 
blood alr.o ? Or how is it possible that all the 
.lews .should get together to lliese .sacrifices, 
and the entrails of one man should he suffi- 
cient for so many thousands lo taste of them 
jus Apion pretends ? Or why did not the king 
I carry this man, whosoever he w^as, and wluu- 
soever was liis name (which is not set down 
ill Apion’s hook), with great potif][) back into 
his own country ? when he might thereby have 
been esteemed a religious person himself, mul 
a mighty lover of the Greeks, and might there- 
by have procured himself great assisUince from 
all men against that hatred the Jews bore to 
him. But I leave this matter; for tlie proiun 
way of confuting fools is not to use bare words 
but to appeal to the things theniselvc.s tiiat 
make against them. Now then, all such as ever 
saw the construction of our temple, of what na- 
ture it was, know well enough how the puritv 
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of it was never to be profaned; for it had four priests. This, therefore, is the utmost de- 
several courts,* encompassed with cloisters grec of impiety, and a voluntary lie in order 
round about, every one of which had by our to the delusion of those who will not examine 
law a peculiar degree of separation from the into the truth of matters. Whereas such 
rest. Into the first court every body was al- unspeakable mischiefs as arc above related 
lowed to go, even foreigners; and none but have been occasioned by such calumnies that 
women, during their courses, were prohibited are raised upon us. 

to pass through it; all the Jews went into the 10. Nay, this miracle of piety derides us 
second court, as well as their wi\es, when they irther, and adds the following pretended 
v/cre free from all uncleanness ; into the third icts to his former fable ; for he says that this 

wont the Jewish men when they were clean lan related how, “ while the Jews were once 

and purified ; into the fourth went the priests, a long w'ar with the Idumeans, tliere came 
having on tlicir sacerdotal garments; but for man out of one of the cities of the Idume> 
tlie mo?it sacred place, none went in but the is, who there had worshipped Apollo. This 
lilgh-priests, clothed in their peculiar gar- ,an, whose name is said to have been Zabi- 

inentSk Now there is so great caution used us, came to the Jews, and promised that he 

iboiit these offices of religion, that the priests ould deliver Apollo, the god of Dora, into 
are appointed to go into the temple but at heir hands, and that he would come to our 
certain hours : for, in the morning, at the *mplc, if tliey would all come uj) with him, 
opening of the inner temple, those that are to mtl bring the whole multitude of the Jews 
officiate receive the sacrifices, as they do again ith them ; that Zabidiis made liiin a certain 
at noon, till the doors aresliut. Lastly, it is modeii instrument, and put it round iihout 
not so much as lawful to carry any vessel in- lim, and set three rows of lamps therein, and 
to the holy house; nor is there any thing alkcd after such a manner, that he appeared 
therein, but the altar [of incense], the tabl ,o those that stood a great way off him, to be 
[of show-bread], the censer, and the candle- kind of star walking upon the earth : that 
stick, wliicli are all written in tlie law: for the Jews were terribly frighted at so surpris- 
there is nothing farther there, nor are there ig an appearance, and stood very quiet at 
any mysteries performed that may not be distance ; and tliat Zahidus, while they 
spoken of ; nor is there any feasting within mnlinucd so very quiet, went into the holy 
the place. For wdiat 1 have now said is pu- >usc, and carried off that golden head of an 
blicly known, and supported by tlie testimo ass (for so facetiously does he write), and then 
. ny of the whole people, and their operations went his way back again to Dora in great 
lire very manifest; for although there be four lasie.” And say you so, sir! as 1 may re- 
lourses of tlie ])riests, and every one of then ply; then does Apion load the ass, that is 
li.ive above five thousand men in them, yet dt himself, and lays on him a burden of fooleries 
they officiate on certain days only ; and whci aiidJies; for he writes of places that have no 
those days are over, other priests succeed ii being ; and not knowing the cities he speaks 
the performance of tlieir sacrifices, and asseiii of, he changes their situation ; for Idumea 
l>le togvither al mid-day, and receive the key borders upon our country, and is near to Ga 
of the temple, and the vessels by tale, wiihoii za, in which there is no such city as Dora, 
any thing relating to food or drink being although there be, it is true, a city named 
carried into the temple ; nay, we are not al Dora in Piueuicia, near Mount Carmel,, but 
lowed to ofi’er such things al the altar, except it is four days’ journey from Idumea. f Now', 


ing what is prepared for the s:iciirice'>. 

y. Wl’.ai then can W'e say of Apion, I 
iliat he examined njthing that concerne 
these tilings, while still he uttered iiicredibi 
words about them ! But it is a great slum 
for a grammarian not to be able to wri 
true lilstory. Now, if he knew the purity o 
our temple, he hath entirely omitted to tak 
notice of it ; but he forges u story about tl 
seizing of a Grecian, about iiietl’able foo< 
and the most* delicious preparation of dainties, 
and pretends that. strangers could go into u 
place whercinto the noblest men among the 
Jews are not allowed to enter, unless they be 

• It Is remarkable that Josephus here, and I think, 
aowhm else, reckons up four dist inct courts of the tern* 
plc: tliat of the ticntiles, that of the women of Israel, 
that of the men of lirwel, and th.it of the priests; as 
»|«o that the court of the women admitted of the men 
II suppose only of the husbands of tIuMC wi\ es that wen? 
•herein), while the eomt of the men did not admit any 
>*'omen into it st all. 


then, why does this man accuse us, because 
we have not gods in common with other na- 
tions ? If our forefathers were so easily pre- 
vailed upon to have Apollo come to them, 
and thought they saw him walking upon the 
earth, and the stars with him ; for certainly 
those who have so many festivals, wliereir 
they light lamps, must yet, at this rate, have 
never seen a candlestick ! But still it seems 
that wliilc Zahidus took his journey over the 
country, wiiere were so many ten thousand' 
of people, nobody met him. He also, it 
seems, even in a time of war, found the w'alls 
of Jerusalem destitute of guards. I omit the 
rest Sow the doors of tlie holy house were 
seventy \ cubits high, and twenty cubits broad, 
, they were all plated over with gold, and al- 


a the Greek, by a gro.'^ mistake of the 

the Greek, by a like gross nnsUkc of Uit 
- -‘•theW ar, b.v cb ^ sect ' 
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most of solid gold itself, nnd there were no this extraordinary privilege, to have never 


fewer than twenty * men required to shut 
them everyday; nor was it lawful ever to 
leave them open, though it seems this lamp- 
bearer of ours opened them easily, or thought 
he opened them, as he thought he had the 
ass*8 head in his hand. Whether, therefore, 
he returned it to us again, or whether Apion 
took it and brought it into the temple again, 
that Antiochus might find it, and afford a 
handle for ai secotid fable of Apion, is uncer- 
tain. 

11. Apion also tells a false story, when he 
mentions an oath of ours, as if we “swore by 
God, the maker of the heaven, and earth, and 
sea, to bear no good-will to any foreigner, 
and particularly to none of the Greeks.** 
Now this liar ought to have said directly that 
“ we would bear no good-will to any foreign- 
er, nnd particularly to none of the Egypti- 
ans.*’ For then his story about the oath 
would have squared with the rest of his ori- 
ginal forgeries, in case our forefathers had 
oeen driven away by their kinsmen the Egyp- 
tians, not on account of any wickedness they 
had been guilty of, but on account of the ca- 
lamities they were under ; for as to the Gre- 
cians, we are rather remote from them in 
place than different from them in our institu- 
tions, insomuch that we have no enmity with 
tliem, nor any jealousy of them. On the con- 
trary, it hath so happened, that many of them 
have come over to our laws, and some of 
them have continued in their observation, 
although others of them had not courage 
enough to persevere, and so departed from 
them again ; nor did any body ever hear this 
oath sworn by us : Apion, It seems, was the 
only person that heard it, for he indeed was 
the first composer of it. 

12. However, Apion deserves to he admir- 
ed for his great prudence, as to what I am 
going to say, which is this, “ That there is 
a plain mark among us, that w'u neither have 
just laws, nor worship God as wq ought to 
do, because we are not governors, but arc ra- 
ther in subjection to Gentiles, sometimes to 
one nation, and sometimes to another , and 
that our city hath been liable to several cala- 
mities, while their city [Alexandria] hath 
been of old time an imperial city, and not 
used to be in subjection to the Homans. ” But 
now this man had better leave off his brag- 
ging ; for every body but himself would think 
that Apion said what he hath said against him- 
self ; for there are very few nations that have 
had the good fortune to continue many genera- 
tions in the principality, but still the muta- 
tions in human affairs have put them into sub- 
jection under others ; and most nations have 
l)een often subdued, and brought into sub- 
jection, by others. Now for the Egyptians, 
perhaps ilicy are the only nation that have had 

« Two lyindied in the Greek, contrary to the twenty 
in the War. h. vil. ch. 5. sect. S. 


served any of those monarchs who subdued 
Asia and Europe, and this on account, as tliey 
pretend, that the gods fled into their country 
and saved themselves, by being changed into 
the shapes of wild beasts. Whereas these 
Egyptians f are the very people that appear 
to have never, in all the past ages, had one 
day of freedom, no not so much as from their 
own lords. For I will not reproach them 
with relating the manner how the Persians 
used them, and this not once only, but many 
times, when they laid their cities waste, de- 
molished their temples, and cut the throats of 
those animals whom they esteemed to be gods ; 
for it is not reasonable to imitate the clownish 
ignorance of Apion, who hath no regard to 
the misfortunes of the Athenians, or of the 
Lacedemonians, the latter of whom were styl- 
ed by all men the most courageous, and tlie 
former the most religious, of the Grecians. I 
say nothing of such kings as have been fa. 
mous for piety, particularly of one of them 
whose name was Cresus, nor what calamities 
he met with in his life ; I say nothing of the 
citadel of Athens, of the temple at Ephesus, 
of that at Delphi, nor of ten thousand others 
which have been burnt down, while nobody 
cast reproaches on those that were the sufi’er 
ers, but on those that were the actors therein 
But now we have met with Apion, an accii 
ser of our nation, though one that still forgets 
the miseries of his own people, the Egyptituis ; 
but it is that Sesostris, who was once so cele- 
brated a king of Egypt, that hath blinded liim. 
Now we will not boast »)f our kings, David 
and Solomon, though they conquered many 
nations ; accordingly we will let them alone. 
However, Apion is ignorant of what every 
body knows, that the Egyptians were servaius 
to the Persians, and afterwards to flie Mace- 
donians, when they were lords of Asia, and 
were no better than slaves, while w'c have en- 
joyed liberty formerly ; nay, more than that, 
have had the dominion of the cities that lie 
round about us, and this nearly for a hundred 
and twenty years together, until Poinpeius 
Magnus. And when all the kings everywhere 
were conquered by tlie Romans, onr ancestors 
were the only people who continued to be es- 
teemed their confederates and friends, on ac- 
count of their fidelity to them. 

f This notorious disgrace belonging peculiarly lo 
the n(K)ple of iilgypt, ever since the tiiiies of tlic old 
propnets of the Jews, notetl both sect; i, already and 
here, may be conflmicd by the testimony of Isniorus, 
an Egyptian of Pclusium, Eoisti lib. i, Ep. 4S9. And 
this is a remarkable completion of tlie ancient pic-tiic 
tionofGod, by Ezekiel (xxix, H. 15), that the 
should '* be a base kingdom, the basest of the king' 
doms," and that ** it should not exalt itself any more 
above the nations.” The truth of which still farther 
apnears by the present observation of Josephus, tJnn 
these Egyptians liad never, in all the jiast ages since 
Scsostris, had one day of liberty, no not so innch as 
to have been free from despotic power under any 
of the monarchs to that day. And all this has been 
found equally true In the latter ages, under the nonmn^ 
Saracens, Mamelukes, and Turks, mim the days of JO" 
terhus till the present fotalsi^ 
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13 , “ But, says Apion, •* we Jews have 
not had any wonderful men amongst us, not 
any inventors of arts, nor any eminent for 
wisdom.” He then enumerates Socrates, and 
Zeno, and Cleanthes, and some others of the 
same sort ; and, after all, he adds himself to 
them, which is the most wonderful thing of 
all that he says, and pronounces Alexandria 
to be happy, because it hath such a citizen ' 
as he is in it ; for he was the fittest man to ' 
be a witness to his own deserts, although he 
hath appeared to all others no better than 
a wicked mountebank, of a corrupt life, and 
ill discourses ; on which account one may 
justly pity Alexandria, if it should value | 
itself upon such a citizen as he is. But as to ; 
our own men, we have had those who have 
been as deserving of coniniendation as any 
other whosoever ; and such as have perused our 
Antiquities cannot be ignorant of them. 

14. As to the other things which he sets 
down as blame-worthy, it may perhaps bo the 
best way to let them pass without apology, j 
that he may he allowed to be his own accuser, 
and the accuser of the rest of the Egyptians. 
However, lie accuses us for sacrificing animals, 
and for abstaining from swine’s flesh, and 
laughs at us for tiie circumcision of our privy 
members. Now, as for our slaughter of tame 
animals for sacrifices, it is common to us and 
to all other men ; but this Apion, by making 
it a crime to sacrifice them, demonstrates him- 
self to be an Egyptian ; for had he been either 
a Grecian or a Macedonian [as he pretends 
to he^, he had not sliown an uneasiness at it ; 
for those people glory in sacrificing whole lie- 
catoinbs to the gods, and make use of tliosc 
sacrifices for feasting ; and yet is not tlic world 
tljerchy rendered destitute of cattle, ;is Apion 
M'as afraid would come to pass. Yet, if all 
men had followed the manners of the Egyp- 
tians, ilic world had certainly been made de- 
solate as to mankind, but hud been filled full 
of the wildest sort of brute beasts, which, be- 
cause they suppose them to be gods, they 
carefully nourish. However, if any one 
should ask Apion which of the Egyptians ho 
thinks to be the most wise, and most pious of | 
tIuMn all, he would certainly acknowledge the ; 
priests to be so ; for the histories say tliat two j 
things were originally committed to their care | 
l)y their kings’ injunctions, the w’orship of the 
gods, and the support of wisdom and philoso- 
phy. Accordingly, these priests are all cir- 
cumcised, and abstain from swine’s flesh ; nor , 
does any one of the other Egyptians assist 
them in slaying those sacrifices they oiler to 
the gods, Apion was therefore quite blinded 
*n his mind when, for the sake of the Egyp- 1 
tians, he contrived to reproach us, and to ac- | 
case such others as not only make use of lliat J 
conduct of life which he so much abuses, but ! 
liave also taught other ijien to be circumcised, 
as says Hcrudtitus ; which makes me think 
tliat Apion is hereby justly punished for his 


casting such reproaches on the laws of his own 
country ; for he was circumcised himself of 
necessity, on account of an ulcer in his privy 
member ; and when he received no benefit 
by such circumcision, but his member became 
putrid, he died in great torment. Now, men 
of good tempers ought to observe their own 
laws concerning religion accurately, and to 
persevere therein, hut not presently to abuse 
the laws of other nations, while this Apion 
deserted his own laws, and told lies about 
ours; and this was the end of Apion’s life, 
and this shall be the conclusion of our dis- 
course about him, 

15. But now, since Apollonius Molo, and 
Lysimachus, and some others, write treatises 
about our lawgiver Moses, and about our laws, 
which are neither just nor true, and this partly 
out of ignorance, but chiefly out of ill-will to 
us, while they calumniate Moses as an im- 
postor and deceiver, and pretend that our 
laws teach us vvickcdnc*!« but nothing that 
is virtuous, I have mind to discourse 
briefly, accordingly to my ability, about our 
whole constitution of government, and about 
the particular branches of it ; for I suppose 
it will thence become evident that the laws 
we nave given us arc disposed after the best 
manner for the advancement of i)iety, for 
mutual communion with one another, for a 
general love of mankind, as also for justice 
and for sustaining labours with fortitude, and 
for a contempt of death ; and I beg of those 
that shall peruse this writing of mine, to read 
it without partiality ; for it is not my purpose 
to write an encomium upon ourselves, but I 
shaH esteem this us a most just apology for us, 
and taken from those our laws, according to 
whicli we lead our lives, against the many and 
the lying objections that have been made a- 
gainst us. Moreover, since this Apollonius 
docs not do like Apion, and lay a continued 
accusation against us, but does it only by 
starts, and up and down bis discourse, while 
he sometimes reproaches us as atheists, and 
man-haters, and sometimes hits us in the teeth 
with our want of courage, and yet sometimes, 
on the contrary, accuses us of too great bold- 
ness, and madness in our comluct; nay, he says 
that we are the weakest ot all the barbarians, 
and that this, is the reason why we are the only 
people who have made no improvements in 
human life; now I think I shall have then 
sufficiently disi»rovcd all these his allegations, 
vhen it shall appear that our laws enjoin 
I the very reverse of what he says, and that we 
; very carefully observe those laws ourselves* 
jand if 1 he compelled to make mention of the 
I laws of other nations, that are contrary to 
GUI'S, those ought deservedly to thank them- 
selves for it, who have pretended to depreciate 
our laws in comparison of their own ; nor will 
there, 1 think, be any roojn after that for them 
to pretend, either that we have no such laws 
•St ives, an epitome of which 1 will prest*iit 
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to the reader, or that we do not, above all 
men, continue in the observation of them. 

1 6. To begin Uien a good way backward, 
I would advance tliis, in tlie first place, that 
those wlio have been admirers of good order, 
and of living under common laws, and who 
began to introduce them may well have this 
testimony that they arc better than other men, 
both for moderation, and such virtue as is 
agreeable to nature. Indee<t, their endeavour 
was to have every tiling they ordained believ- 
ed to be very ancient, that they might not be 
thought to imitate others, but might appear 
to have delivered a regular way of living to 
others after them. Since then this is the case, 
the excellency of a legislator is seen in pro- 
viding for the people s living after the best 
manner, and in prevailing witli those that are 
to use the laws he ordains for them, to have 
a good opinion of them, and in obliging the 
multitude to persevere in them, and to make 
no changes in them, neither in prosperity nor 
adversity. Now, I venture to say, that our 
legislator is the most ancient of all the legis- 
lators whom we have anywhere heard of; for 
as for the Lycurguses, and Solons, and Za- 
leiicus Locrensis, and all those legislators who 
are so admired by the Greeks, they seem to 
be of yesterday, if compared with our legis- 
lator, insomuch as the very name of a law 
was not so much as known in old times a- 
mong the Grecians. Homer is a witness to 
the truth of this observation, who never uses 
that term in all Ins poems ; for indeed there 
was then no such thing among them, but the 
multitude was governed by wise maxims, and 
by the injunctions of their king. It was also 
a long time* that they continued in the use of 
these unwritten customs, although they w'cre 
always changing them upon several occasions; 
but for our legislator, who was of so much 
greater antiquity than the rest (as even those 
that speak against us upon all occasions do 
always confess), he exhibited himself to the 
people as their best governor and counsellor, 
and included in his legislation the entire con- 
duct of their lives, and prevailed with them 
to receive it, and brought it so to puss, that 
those that were made acquainted with his 
laws did most carefully observe them. 

17. But let us consider his first and great- 
est work ; for when it was resolved on by our 
forefathers to leave Egypt and return to their 
own country, this Moses took the many ten 
thousands that were of the people, and saved 
them out of many desperate distresses, and 
brought them home in safety. And certainly 
it was here necessary to travel over a country 
without water, and full of sand, to overcome 
their enemies, and, during these battles, to 
preserve their children and their wives, and 
tlieir prey ; on all which occasions he became 

• After the greatest part of the world had left 
off th«ir ol'f'd'u T . »• to iJcxl, their original iegisiator. 
Siee Scripture \\. • • jiages G, ?• 


an excellent general of an army, and a most 
prudent counsellor, and one that took the 
truest care of them all : he also so brought it 
about, that the whole multitude depended up- 
on him ; and while he had them always obe- 
dient to what he enjoined, be made no man. 
ner of use of his authority for his own pri- 
vate advantage, which is the usual time when 
governors gain great powers to themselves, 
and pave the way for tyranny, and accustoni 
the multitude to live very dissolutely ; where- 
as, when our legislator w'as in so great autho- 
rity, he, on the contrary, thought he ought to 
have regard to piety, and to show his great 
good-will to the people; and by this means 
he thought he might show the great degree of 
virtue that was in him, and might procure the 
most lasting security to those who had made 
him their governor. When be had therefore 
come to such a good resolution, and had per- 
formed such wonderful exploits, we had just 
reason to look upon ourselves as having him 
for a divine governor and counsellor; and 
when he had first persuaded himselff that 
his actions and designs were agreeable to 
God’s will, he thought it his duty to impress, 
above all things, that notion upon the multi- 
tude ; for those who have once believed that 
God is the inspector of their lives, will not 
permit themselves in any sin ; and this is the 
character of our legislator : he was no iinpos- 
tor, no deceiver, as his revilers say, thoiigli. 
unjustly, but such a one as they brag Mhiosj 
to have been among the Greeks, and othei 
legislators after him ; for some of them sup- 
pose that they had their laws from Jupiter, 
while Minos said that the revelation of l)is 
laws was to be referred to Apollo, and his 
oracle at Delphi, whether they really thought 
they were so derived, or supposed, however, 
that they could persuade the people easily 
that so it was ; but which of these it was who 
made the best laws, and which had the great- 
est reason to believe that God was their au- 
thor, it will be easy, upon comparing those 
Jaws themselves together, to determine; for 

t This language, that Moses jrnr«« tKvrof, “ persuad 
C(l himself” that what ho did was according to (iod’s 
will, can mean no more, by Josephus’s own constant no- 
tions elsewhere, tinui that he was “ firmly perMiiukHl,'* 
that he ha(i “ fully satisfied himself,” that suit was, viz. 
by the many revelations he had received from God, and 
the numerous miracles (lud had enabled him to work, 
as he both in tlu'se very two books against Anion, and 
in his Antiiiuitics, most clearly and frequently assures 
us. This is farther evident from sevenU jiassages lower, 
where he aflirras that Moses was no impostor nordc 
ceiver, and where he assures us that Moseses constitution 
of government was no other than a theocracy; and 
where he says they are to hope for deliverance out of 
their distresses by prayer to God, and that withal it was 
owing in part to this prophetic spirit of Moses that the 
Jews expected a resurrection from tlie dead. See almost 
as strange a use of the like words, iruOnv t«v tdievt “ 
persuade God," Antiq. b. vi, ch. v, sect. 6. 

That is, Moses really was, what the heathen legis- 
lators pretended to be, under a divine direction; nor 
does it yet ap|)ear that these pretensions to a supernatu- 
ral conduct, either in these legislators or oraejes, were 
mere delusions of men without any demoniacal im 
pressions, nor that Josephus took them so to be; tM 
an' icntcst and contcir.j'orary authors did still bclit" 
them to 1 h> superuat iiral* 
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it is time that we come to that point. Now • 
there are innumerable diflerences in the par. 
ticular customs and laws that are among all 
mankind, which a man may briefly reduce 
under the following heads : — Some legislators 
have permitted their governments to be under 
monarchies, others put them under oligar- 
chies, and others under a republican form ; 
but our legislator had no regard to any of 
these forms, but he ordained our government ! 
to be what, by a strained expression, may be 
termed a Theocracy,! by ascribing the autho- 
rity and the power to God, and by persuading 
all the people to have a regard to him, as the 
author of all the good things enjoyed either 
in common hy all mankind, or by each one 
in particular, and of all that they themselves 
obtained hy praying to him in their greatest 
difficulties. He informed them that it was 
impossible to escape God’s observation, either 
in any of our outward actions, or in any of 
our inward thoughts. Moreover, he repre- 
sented God as unbegotten, f and immutable, 
tliroiigh all eternity, superior to all mortal 
conceptions in pulchritude ; and, though 
known to us by his power, yet unknown to 
us as to his essence. I do not now explain 
how these notions of God are the sentiments 
of the wisest among the Grecians, and how 
they were taught thorn upon the principles 


* This whole very large passage is oorrectetl by Dr. 
Hudson, from Eusebius’s citation of it, Prasp. Evangel, 
vhi, S, which is here not a little diil'ereiit from the pre- 
sent MSS. of Josephus. 

f This expression itself, ro areX/- 

rkuuct. that “ Moses ordained the Jewish covcminenr 
to be a Theocracy,” ntay be illustrated by that parall 
expressit'M in the Anticf. b. iii, ch. viit, set!t. 9, that 

Mo-es left it to God to be present at his sacrifices when 
ne ]»lcaseil ; and when he pleased, to be absent.” Both 
ways of speaking sound harsh in the ears of Jews and 
i. hTistians, a.s do several others which Josephus uses to 
the Heathens 1 but still tJicy were not very improper in 
him, when he all along Ihouglit fit to amiinmixiate him- 
self, 1t>’th in his Antiquities, and in these his b<H)ks a- 
ciiust Apion, all writlc-n for the use of the Greeks am 
lomans, to their nolioiu an<l language, and this as fai 
as ever truth would give him leave; though it is verj 
ob.-.ervable withal, that he never uses such expression: 
in his iKioks of (he War, written originally for the Jew: 
ncyond r.uphrates, and in their language, in alt these 
cases. However, Josephus directly supixises the Jewish 
settlement, under Mo.sc$, to be a divine settlement, and 
indeed no other tlian a real Theocracy. 

X These excellent aixounts of the divine attributes, 
and that (iod is not to be at all known in his essence, as 
also some other clear ex]>ressious about the resurrection 
of the dead, and the state of departed souls, &c. in thir 
late work of Josephu-s, look more like (he exalted no- 
tions of the Essenes, or rather Ebionitc (L;hristiaiis, than 
those of a mere Jew or Fhari.see. I’he following large iic- 
eounts also o*; the laws of Mo.se.s, .seem to me to show 
a regard to the higher interpretations and iinproveinents 
of Moses’s laws, derived from Jesus Christ, tli.an to the 
bare letter of them in the Gld 'restament, whence alone 
Josephus took them when he wrote his Autiquities 
nor, as 1 think, can some of these laws, though gene 
rally excellent In their kind, be pronerly now fiiuni 
tnthcr in the copies of the Jewish Pentateuch, or in 
Philo, or in Josephus himself, before he became a Na- 
xarene or Ebionite Christian; nor even all of then? 
among the laws of Catholic Christianity themselves. 1 
desire, therefore, the learneil reader to con.sider, whe- 
ther some of these improvements or interpretations 
might not be neciiliar to the Essenes among tlie Jews, or 
rather to the Nazarenes or Ebionites among the Chris- 
tians, though we have indeed but imperfect accounts of 
those Nazarenes or Ebionite Christians transmitted 
down to us at this dav 


that he afforded them. However, they testi- 
fy, with great assurance, that these notions 
are just, and agreeable to the nature of God, 
and to his majesty ; for Pythagoras, and An- 
axagoras, and Plato, and the Stoic philoso- 
phers that succeeded them, and almost all the 
rest, are of the same sentiments, and had the 
same notions of the nature of God ; yet durst 
not these men disclose those true notions to 
Tiore than a few, because the body of the peo- 
ple were prejudiced with other opinions be- 
forehand. But our legislator, who made his 
ictions agree to his laws, did not only prevail 
with those that were his contemporaries to 
agree with these his notions, but so firmly 
mprinted this faith in God upon all their 
posterity, that it never could be removed. 
The reason why the constitution of this legis- 
lation was ever better directed to the utility 
of all than other legislations were, is this, 
that Moses did not make religion a part of 
virtue, but he saw and he ordained other vir- 
tues to be parts of religion ; I mean justice, 
and fortitude, and temperance, and a univer- 
sal agreement of the members of the cummgj^ 
nity with one another ; for all our actions and 
studies, and all our words [in Moses’s settle- 
ment] have a reference to piety towards God ; 
for he hath left none of these in suspense, or 
undetermined j for there are two ways of com- 
ing at any sort of learning and a moral con- 
duct of life; the one is by instruction in 
words, the other by practical exercises. Now, 
other lawgivers have separated these two ways 
ill their opinions, and choosing one of those 
ways of instruction, or that which best pleas- 
ed -every one of them, neglected the other. 
Thus did the Lacedemonians and the Cre- 
tans teach by practical exercises, but not by 
words ; while the Athenians, and almost all 
the other Grecians, made laws about what 
was to be done, or left undone, but had no 
regard to the exercising them thereto in prac- 
tice. 

18 . But for our legi.s]ator, he very care- 
fully joined these two methods of instruction 
together ; for he neither left these practical 
exercises to go on without verbal instruction, 
nor did he permit the hearing of the law to 
proceed without the exercises for practice; 
but beginning immediately from the earliest 
infancy, and the appointment of every one’s 
diet, he left nothing of the very smallest con - 
sequence to be done at the pleasure and dis- 
posal of the person himself. Accordingly, he 
made a fixed rule of law what sorts of food they 
should abstain from, and what sorts they should 
use; as also, what communion they should have 
with others, what great diligence they should 
use in their occupations, and what times of 
rest should be interposed, that, by living 
under that law as under a father and a mas- 
ter, we might be guilty of no sin, neither 
voluntary nor out of ignorance ; for he did 
not suffer the guilt of ignorance to go OQ 
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without punislmient^ but demonstrated the 
Iaw to be the best and the most necessary in. 
struction of all others, permitting the people 
leave off their other employments, and to as- 
semble together for the hearing of the law, 
and learning it exactly, and this not once or 
twice, or oftener, hut every week ; which thing 
all the other legislators seem to have neglected. 

19. And indeed, the greatest partof mankind 
are so far from living according to their own 

.laws, that they hardly know them ; but wdien 
.hey have sinned they learn from others that they 
have transgressed the law. Those also who are 
in the highest and principal posts of the govern- 
ment, confess they are not acquainted with those 
laws, and are obliged to take such persons for 
their assessors in public administrations as 
profess to have skill in those laws ; but for our 
people, if any body do but ask any one of them 
about our laws, he will more readily tell them all 
than he will tell his own name, and this in 
consequence of our having k‘arned them im- 
mediately as soon as ever w-e became sensible 
of any thing, and of our having them, as it 
]||^*re engraven on our souls. Our trans- 
gressors of them arc but few; and it is im- 
possible, w'hen any do offend, to escape pu- 
nishment. 

20. And this very thing it is that principally 
-reates such a wonderful agreement of mind.s 
amongst us all ; for this entire agreement of 
ours in all our notions concerning God, and 
our having no diflcrence in our course of life 
and manners, procures among us the most 
excellent concord of these our manners that 
is anywliere among mankind ; for no other 
people but we Jews have avoided all dis- 
courses about God that any way contradict 
one another, which yet are frequent among 
other nations; and tliis is true not only a- 
mong ordinary persons, according as every 
one is affected, hut some of the philosophers 
Iiave been insolent enough to indulge such 
contradictions, while some of them have un- 
dertaken to use such words as entirely take 
away the nature of God, as others of them 
have taken away his providence over mankind. 
Nor can any one perceive amongst us any 
difference in the conduct of our lives ; but all 
our w'orks are common to us all. We have 
one sort of discourse concerning God, which 
is conformable to our law, and aflirins that 
he sees all things ; as also, we have but one 
way of speaking concerning the conduct ofj 
our lives, that all other things ought to have 
piety for their end ; and this any body may 
hear from our women, and servants themselves. 

21. Hence hath arisen that accusation 
which some make against us, that we have 
not produced men that have been the inven- 
tors of new operations, or of new ways of 
Speaking; for others think it a fine thing to 
persevere in nothing that has been delivered 
down from their forefathers, and these testify 
it to be an instance of the sharpest wis^Uun 


when these men venture to transgress those 
traditions ; whereas w'e, on the contrary, sup- 
pose it to be our only wisdom and virtue to 
admit no actions nor siipposals that are con- 
trary to our original laws ; which procedure 
of ours is a just and sure sign that our law is 
admirably constituted ; for such laws as are 
not thus w'ell made, are convicted upon trial 
to w'ant amendment. 

22. But while we are ourselves persuaded 
that our law was made agreeably to the will 
of God, it would be impious for us not to 
observe the same ; for what is there in it that 
any body would change ! and what can he 
invented better ! or what can we take out of 
other people’s law's that will exceed it ! Perhaps 
some would have the entire settlement of oui 
government altered. And where .shall we find a 
better or more righteous constitution than ours, 
while this makes us esteem God to be the gover- 
nor of the universe, and permits the priests in ge- 
neral to be the administrators of the principal af. 
fairs, and withal intrusts the government over 
the other priests to the chief high -priest him 
self! which priests our legislator, at their first 
appointment, did not advance to that dignity 
for their riches, or any abundance of other pos- 
sessions, or any plenty they had as the gifts of 
fortune; but he intrusted the principal man- 
agement of divine w’orship to those that exceed 
ed others in an ability to persuade men, and in 
prudence of conduct. These men had the 
main care of the law and of the other parts 
of the people’s conduct committed to them ; 
for they were the priests who were ordained to 
be the inspectors of all, and the judges in 
Joubtful cases, and the punishers of those 
that were condemned to suffer punishment. 

23. What form of government then can he 
more holy than this ! what more worthy knid 
of worship can be paid to God than wc pay, 
where the entire body of the people are pre- 
pared for religion, where an extraordinary 
degree of care is required in the priests, and 
where the whole polity is so ordered as if it 
were a certain religious solemnity ! For what 
things foreigners, when they solemnize such 
festivals, are not able to observe for a few 
lays* time, and call them Mysteries and Sa- 
cred Ceremonies, we observe with great plca- 

ure and an unshaken resolution during oui 
whole lives. What are the things then that 
we are commanded or forbidden They are 
simply and easily known. The* first com- 
mand is concerning Cod, and affirms that 
God contains all things, and is a being every 
way perfect and happy, self-sufficient, ami 
supplying all other beings; the beginning, 
the middle, and the end of all things. He is 
manifest in his works and benefit.s, and more 
conspicuous than any other being whatso- 
ever ; but as to his form and magnitude 
he is most obscure. All materials, let them 
be ever so costly, are unworthy to compose 
an image for him ; and all arts arc unartlul 
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to express Uie notion we ought to have of 
him. We can neither see nor think of any 
thing like him, nor is it agreeable to piety to 
form a resemblance of him. We see his 
tvorks, the light, the heaven, the cartli, the 
sun and the moon, the waters, the generations 
of animals, the p4'oductions of fruits. These 
things hath God made, not with hands, not 
with labour, nor as wanting the assistance of 
any to co-operate with him ; but as his will 
resolved they should be made and be good al- 
so, they were made, and became good imme- 
diately. All men ought to follow this Be- 
ing, and to worship him in the exercise of vir- 
tue; for this way of worship of God is the 
most holy of all others. 

24. There ought also to be biit one temple 
for one God ; for likeness is the constant 
foundation of agreement. This temple ought 
to be common to all men, because he is the 
common God of all men. His priests are to 
be continually about his worship, over whom 
he that is the first by bis birth, is to be their 
ruler perpetually. His business must be to 
oiler sacrifices to God, together with those 
priests that are joined with him, to see that 
the laws be observed, to determine controver- 
sies, and to punisli those that are convicted of 
injustice; while he that does not submit to 
him sliall be subject to the same punishment 
as if he had been guilty of impiety tow'ards 
.God himself. W’lien we offer sacrifices to 
him,' we do it not in order to surfeit ourselves, 
or to be drunken ; for such excesses are 
against the will of God, and would be an oc- 
casion of injuries and of luxury ; but by keep- 
ing ourselves sober, orderly, and ready for our 
other occupations, and being more temperate 
than others. And for our duty at the sa- 
il dices themselves, we ought in the fiist place 
to pray * for tlie common welfare of all, 
and after that our own ; for we are made for 
fellowship one with another ; and he who pre- 
fers the common good before what is peculiar 
to himself, is above all acceptable to God. 
And let our prayers and supplications be 
made humbly to God, not [so much] that be 
would give us w'hat is good (for he hath al- 
ready given that of his own accord, and hath 
proposed the same publicly to all), as that we 
may duly receive it, and when we have re- 
ed It, may preserve it. Now the law has 

appointed several purifications at our sacri- 
• 

• We may here ol)ser^e, how known athin(;it was 
Jinwmg the Jews uiui he.Ulu’iis in this jina many other 
instaiu%8, that saerillces were still ai-oompanieit with 
prayers; whence most i)n’bably ean e thu.'se phrases of 
“ the sacrifice of prayer, tiiu sJterifiee of praise, the sa- 
crifice of thanksgiving.” However, those aneieut forms 
Used at sacrifices are now generally lost, to tlie no small 
damage of true religion. It is here also execeiling re- 
tnarkable, that although the temple at Jerusalem w.is 
built as the only place where the whole nation of the 
Jews were to offer theii s;»enfii?es, yet is there no men- 
tion of the “sacrifices” themselves, but of “prayers” 
only, in Solomon’s long and famous form of devotion 
ftt Its dciliuation, 1 Kings viii, Vf Chron. vi, Sce also 
niany passages citeil in the Aiiostolical Constitutions, 
''■fi. 37, and of the War above, b. vii, chap, v, sect. 6. 


flees, whereby we arc cleansed after a funeral, 
after what sometimes happens to us in bed, 
and after accomp.'inying with our wives, and 
upon many other occasions, too long now to 
set down. And this is our doctrine concern- 
ing God and liis worship, and is the same 
that the law appoints for our pr.ictice. 

25. But then, what are our laws about 
marriage ? That law owns no other mixture 
of sexes but that which nature hath appointed, 
of a man with his wife, and that this be used 
only for the procreation of ciiildren. But it 
abhors the mixture of a male with a male 
and if any one do that, death is his punish- 
ment. It commands us also, wlien we marry, 
not to liave regard to portion, nor to take a 
w'oman liy violence, nor to persuade her de- 
ceitfully and knavishly ; but demand her in 
marriage of him who hath power to dispose 
of her, and is fit to give her away by the 
nearness of his kindred; for, saith the Scrip- 
ture, “ A woman is inferior to her husband in 
all things.-f” l.et her, therefore, be obedient 
to him ; not so, that he should abuse lier, but 
that she may acknowledge her duty to her 
husb.'ind ; for God liath given the authority 
to the liiisbaiul. A husband, therefore, is to 
lie only with his wife whom he hath married ; 
but to have to do with another man’s wife is 
a wicked thing ; which, if any one venture 
upon, death is inevitably his punishment: no 
more can he avoid the same who forces a vir- 
gin betrothed to anollier man, or entices an 
other man’s wife. The law, moreover en- 
joins us to bring up all our ofispring, and 
forbids women to cause abortion of what is 
I begotten, or to destroy it afterward ; and if 
any woman appears to have so done, she will 
be a murderer of her child, by desiro\ hig a 
living creature, and diminishing hum.in kind ; 
if any one, therefore, proceeds to such forni- 
cation or murder, he cannot be clean. More- 
over, the law enjoins, that after the man and 
wife have lain together in a regular way, they 
shall bathe themselves; for there is a defile- 
ment contracted theieby, both in soul and 
body, as if they had gone into another coun- 
try ; for indeed the soul, by being united to 
the body, is subject to miseries, and is not 
freed therefrom again but by death ; on which 
account the law requires this purification to be 
i cnliiely performed. 

26. Nay, indeed, the law does not permit 
us to make festivals at the births of our child- 
ren, and thereby afford occasion of drinking 
to excess ; but it ordains that the very begin- 
ning of our eilucation should be immediately 
directed to sobriety. It also commands us to 
bring those children up in learning and to ex- 
ercise them in the laws, and make them ac- 
quainted with the acts of their predecessors, in 
order to their imitation of them, and that they 
may be nourished up in the laws from their in- 

t This text is nowhere in our present copies of the 
Old Tcstiiineut. 
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fancy, and might neither transgress them, nor 
yet have any pretence for their ignorance of 
them. 

27. Our law hath also taken care of the 
decent burial of the dead, but without any ex- 
travagant expenses for their funerals, and with- 
out the erection of any illustrious monuments 
for them ; but hath ordered that their nearest 
relations should perform their obsequies; and 
hath shewn it to be regular, that all who pass 
by when any one is buried, should accompany 
the funeral, and join in the lamentation. It 
also ordains, that the house and its inhabitants 
should be purified after the funeral is over, 
that every one may thence learn to keep at a 
great distance from the thoughts of being 
pure, if he hath been once guilty of murder. 

2h. The law ordains also, that parents 
should be honoured immediately after God 
himself, and delivers that son who does not 
requite them for the benefits he hath received 
from them, but is deficient on any such oc- 
casion, to be stoned. It also says, that the 
young men should pay due respect to every 
elder, since God is the eldest of all beings. 
It does not give leave to conceal any thing 
from our friends, because that is not true 
friendship which will not commit all things to 
their fidelity : it also forbids the revelation of 
secrets, even though an enmity arise between 
them. If any judge takes bribes, his punish, 
ment is death : he that overlooks one that 
offers him a petition, and this when he is able 
to relieve him, he is a guilty person. What 
is not by anyone intrusted to another, ought 
not to be required back again. No one is to 
touch another’s goods. He that lends money, 
must not demand usury for its loan. These, 
and many more of the like sort, are the rules 
that unite us in the bands of society one with 
another. 

29. It will be also worth our while to see 
what equity our legislator would have us ex- 
ercise in our intercourse with strangers; for it 
will thence appear that he made the best pro- 
vision he possibly could, both that we should 
not dissolve our own constitution, nor shun 
any envious mind towards those tiiat would 
cultivate a friendship with us. Accordingly 
our legislator admits all those that have a 
mind to observe our laws, so to do ; and thii: 
after a friendly manner, as esteeming that 
a true union, which not only extends to our 
own stock, but to those tiiat would live after 
the same manner with us ; yet does he not 
allow those that come to us by accident only 
to be admitted into communion with us. 

80. However there are other things which 
our legislator ordained for us beforehand, 
which of necessity wc ought to do in cotninon 
to all men ; as to atlord lire, and water, and 
food to such as want it; to show them the 
roads ; and not to let any one lie unburied. 
He also would have us treat those that arc es- 
teemed our eiiemies with moderation ; for he 


doth not allow us to set their country on fire, 
nor permit us to cut down those trees that bear 
fruit : nay, farther, he forbids us to spoil those 
that have been slain in war. He hath also 
provided for such as are taken captive, that 
they may not be injured, and especially that the 
women may not be abused. Indeed he hath 
taught us gentleness and humanity so efTectii- 
ally, that he hath not despised the care of 
brute beasts, by permitting no other than a 
regular use of them, and forbidding an^ 
other ; and if any of them come to our houses, 
like supplicants, wc are forbidden to slay 
them : nor may we kill the dams, together 
with their young ones; but we are obliged, 
even in an enemy’s country, to spare and not 
kill those creatures that labour for mankind. 
Thus hath our lawgiver contrived to teach us 
an equitable conduct every way, by using us 
to such laws as instruct us therein ; while at 
the same time he hath ordained, that such ns 
break these laws should he punished, without 
the allowance of any excuse whatsoever. 

SI. Now the greatest part of oflences with 
us are capital ; as if any one be guilty of a- 
dultery ; if any one force a virgin ; if any 
one he so impudent as to attempt sodomy 
with a male ; or if, upon another*s making ar, 
attempt upon him, he submits to be so used. 
There is also a law for slaves of the like na- 
ture, that can never be avoided. Moreover, 
if any one cheats another in measures or , 
weights, or makes a knavish bargain and Sale, 
in order to cheat another ; if any one steal what 
belongs to another, and takes what he never de- 
posited ; all these have punishments allotted 
them, not such as are met with among other na- 
tiiois, hut more severe ones. And as for at- 
tempts of unjust behaviour towards parents, or 
impiety against God, though they be not ac- 
tually accomplished, the oHimders arc destroy- 
ed iiTiniediately. However, the reward for such 
as live exactly according to the laws, is not sil- 
ver or gold ; it is not a garland of ollve-hran- 
j dies or of smallage, nor any such public sign ol 
I comniendatioii ; but every good man hath his 
own conscience bearing witness to himself, and 
by virtueofour legislator’s prophetic spirit, and 
of the linn security God himself alf’ords such 
a one, he believes that God hath made this 
grant to those that observe these laws, even 
though they he obliged readily to die for them, 
that they shall come into being again, and at 
a certain revolution of things reevive a bette* 
life than they had enjoyed before. Nor woid«l 
I venture to write thus at this time, were it 
not well known to all by our actions that 
many of our people have many a time brave- 
ly resolved to endure any siiirerings, rather 
than speak one word against our law. 

32. Nay, indeed, in case it ha<l so fallen 
out, tiiat our nation had not been so thor- 
oughly known among all men as they arc, 
and our voluntary submission to our Jaws had 
lot been so open and manifest as it is but 
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that somebody had pretended to have written 
these laws himself, and had read them to the 
Greeks, or had pretended that he had met with 
men out of the limits of the known world, 
that had such reverend notions of God, and 
had continued for a long time in the firm 
observance* of such laws as ours, I cannot but 
suppose that all men would admire them on a 
reflection upon the frequent changes they had 
therein been themselves subject to ; and this 
while those that have attempted to write s-ome- 
what of the same kind for politic government, 
and for laws, arc accused as composing mon- 
iitrous things, atid are said to have undertaken 
an impossilde task upon them. And here I 
will say nothing of those other philosophers 
who have undertaken any thing of this nature 
in their writings. But even Plato himself, 
who is so admired by the Greeks on account 
of that gravity in his manner and force in his 
wonls, and that ability he bad to persuade 
men beyond all other philosophers, is little 
better than laughed at and exposed to ridicule 
on that account, by those that pretend to sa- 
gacity in political affairs ; altliough he that 
sliall diligently peruse his writings, will find 
his precepts to be somewhat gentle, and pretty 
near to the customs of the generality of man- 
kind. Nay, Plato himself confesseth that it 
is not safe to publish the true notion concern- 
ing God among the ignorant multitude. Yet 
•do some men look upon Plato’s discourses as 
no better than certain idle words set ofl’ with 
great artifice. However, they admire Lycur- 
gus as the principal lawgiver; and all men 
celebrate Sparta for having cont’nued in the 
linn observance of his laws for a very long 
time. So far then we have gained, that it is 
to be confessed a mark of virtue to submit to 
Irtws. * But then let such as admire this iii 
the Lacedemonians compare that duration of 
theirs with more than two thousand ycar^ 
which our political government hath conti- 
nu -d ; and let them farther consider, tha* 
though die Tiacedemonians did seem to ob 
serve their laws exactly while tliey enjoyed 
their liberty, yet that when they underwent a 
change in their fortune, they forgot almost all 
those laws; while we, having been under ten 
thousand changi's in our forlune by the changes 
that happened among tlie kings of Asia, have 
never betrayed our laws under the most pres- 
sing distresses we have been in; nor have \vt 
neglected tliein cither out of sloth or for a 
livelihood, f Nay, if any one will consider 
it, the difliculties and labours laid upon us 
have been greater than what appears to have 

• It may not be amiss to set (town here a very re- 
niarkahie testimony of tlic great philosopher Cicero, as 
to tlie preference of “ laws to pnilosopliy “ I will 
(says he) boldly declare my opinion, though the whok 
world be oftbnded «t it. I prefer this little Ixiok of the 
Twelve Tables alone to all the volumes of the philosii- 
phers. 1 find it Ui he not only of more weight, but also 
much more useful.”— Ora/ore. 

t Or, We have observed our times of rest, and sorts 
or foiKl allowed us [dttring our disUc'sscs'). 


been borne by the Lacedemonian fortitude, 
while they neither ploughed their land nor ex- 
ercised any trades, but lived in their own city, 
>ee from all such pains-taking, in the enjoy- 
ment of plenty, and using such exercises as 
might improve their bodies, while they made 
use of other men as their servants for all the 
necessaries of life, and had their food prepar- 
ed for them by the others ; and these goocl and 
lumane actions they do for no other purpose 
but this, that by their actions and their sufler- 
ngs they may be able to conquer all those 
against whom they make war, 1 need not 
add this, that they have not been fully able to 
observe their laws; for not only a few single 
persons, but multitudes of them, have in 
lieaps neglected those laws, and have deliver- 
ed themselves, together with their arms, into 
the hands of their enemies. 

33. Now as for ourselves, ] venture to say, 
that no one can tell of so many ; nay, not of 
more than one or two that have betrayed our 
laws, no not out of fear of death itself; I do 
not mean such an easy death as happens in 
battles, but that which comes with bodily 
torments, and seems to be the severest kind 
of death of all others. Now I think, those that 
have conquered us have put us to such deaths, 
not out of their hatred to us when they had 
subdued ur», hut rather out of their desire of 
seeing a surprising sight, which is this, whe- 
ther there he such men in the world who be- 
live that no evil is to them so great as to be 
compelled to do or to speak any thit)g con 
trary to their own laws. Nor ought men to won- 
der at us, if we are more courageous in dying 
for our laws than all other men are ; for other 
men do not easily submit to the easier things 
in which we arc instituted ; I mean working 
wdth our hands, and eating but little, and be- 
ing contented to eat and drink, not at ran- 
dom, or at every one’s pleasure, or being un- 
<ler inviolable rules in lying with our wives, 
in magnificent furniture, and again in the 
observation of our times of rest; while those 
that can use their swords in war, and can put 
their enemies to flight when they attack them, 
cannot bear to submit to such law s about their 
way of living; whereas our being accustomed 
willingly to submit to laws in these instances, 
renders us tit to show our fortitude upon othel 
occasions also. 

34. Yet do the I.ysimachi and the Molones, 
and some other writers (un.skilful sophists as 
they are, and the deceivers of young men) re 
proach us as the vilest of all mankind. Now I 
have no mind to make an Inquiry into the laws 
of other nations ; for the custom of our country 
is to keep our own laws, but not to accuse the 
laws of others. And indeed, our legislator hath 
expressly forbidden us to laugh at and revile 
those that are esteemed gods by other people, f 
on account of the very name of God ascribed 

) .See Antiq. b. iv, ch. ' $cct. 10, and us uota. 
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to them. But since our antagonists think to 
run us down upon the comparison of their 
religion and ours» it is not possible to keep 
silence here, especially while what 1 shall say 
to confute these men will not be now first 
said, but hath been already said by many, and 
these of the highest reputation also ; for who 
is there among those that have been admired 
among the Greeks for wisdom, who hath 
not greatly blamed both the most famous 
poets and most celebrated legislators, for 
spreading such notions originally among the 
body of the people concerning the gods ? such 
as these, that they may be allowed to be as 
numerous as they have a mind to have them; 
that they are begotten one by another, and 
that after all the kinds of generation ^^ou can 
imagine. They also distinguish them in their 
places and ways of living, as they would dis- 
tinguish several sorts of animals : as some to 
be under the earth ; some to be in the sea ; and 
the ancientest of them all to be bound in hell ; 
and for those to whom they have allotted 
heaven, they have set over them one, who in ti- 
tle is their father, hut in his actions a tyrant and 
a lord ; whence it came to pass that his wife, 
and brother, and (daughter which daughter 
he brought forth from his own head), made a 
conspiracy against him to seize upon him and 
coniine him, as he had himself seized upon 
and confined his own father before. 

35. And justly have the wisest men thought 
these notions deserved severe rebukes; they also 
laugh at them for determining that we ought 
to believe some of the gods to be beardless and 
young, and others of tiiem to be old, and to 
have beards accordingly; that some are set to 
trades; that one god is a smith, and another 
goddess is a weaver ; that one god is a war- 
rior, and fights w'ith men ; that some of them 
are harpers, or delight in archery ; and be- 
sides, that mutual seditions arise among them, 
and that they quarrel about men, and this so 
far, that they not only lay hands upon one 
another, bnt tiiat they are wounded by men, and 
lament, and take on for such their afllictions ; 
hut what is the grossest of all in point of lasci- 
viousness, are those unbounded Justs ascribed 
to almost all of them, and their amours ; which 
how'can it be other than a most absurd supposal, 
especially when it reaches to the male gods, 
and to the female goddesses also ? More- 
over, the chief of all their gods, and their 
first father himself, overlooks those goddesses 
whom he hath deluded and begotten with 
child, and suffers them to be kept in prison, 
or drowned in the sea. He is also so bound 
up by fate, that he cannot save his own offl 
spring, nor can he bear their deaths without 
shedding of tears. >i-These are tine things in- 
deed ! as are the rest that follow. Adulteries 
truly are so impudently looked on in heaven 
by %\iB gods, that some of them have confess- 
ed they envied those that were found in the 
very act; and why should they not do so, 


when the eldest of them, who is their king 
also, hath not been able to restrain himself in 
the violence of his lust, from lying with his 
wife, so long as they might get into their 
bed-chamber? Now, some of the gods are 
servants to men, and will sometimes be build- 
ers for a reward, and sometimes will be 
shepherds; while others of them, like male- 
factors, arc bound in a prison of brass ; and 
what sober person is there who would not be 
provoked at such stories, and rebuke those that 
forged them, and condemn the great silliness 
of those that admit them for true ! Nay, o- 
thers there are that have advanced a certain ti- 
niorousness and fear, as also madness and fraud, 
and any other of the vilest passions, into the na- 
ture and form of gods, and have persuaded 
whole cities to offer sacrifices to tlie better sort 
of them; on which account they have been ab- 
solutely forced to esteem some gods as the 
givers of good things, and to call others of 
them averters of evil. They also endeavour 
to move them, as they would the vilest of 
men, by gifts and presents, as looking for no- 
thing else than to receive some great mischief 
from them, unless they pay them sucli wages. 

36'. Wherefore it deserves onr inquiry what 
should be the occasion of this unjust mati- 
agement, and of these scandles about the 
Deity. And truly 1 suppose it to be derived 
from the inqierfeet knowledge the heathen le- 
gislators had at first of the true nature of God ; 
nor did they explain to the people even so 
far as thc‘y did comprehend of it; nor did 
they compose the other parts of their political 
settlements according to it, but omitted it as 
a thing of very little consequence, and gave 
leave both to the poets to introduce what gods 
they pleased, and those subject to all sorts of 
passions, and to the orators to procure poll- 
tical decrees from the people for the admission 
of such foreign gods us they thought proper. 
The painters also, and statuaries of Greece, 
had herein great power, as each of them cvnild 
contrive a shape [proper for a god] ; the one 
to be formed out of clay, and the other by 
making a bare picture of such a one ; but 
those workmen that were principally admired, 
had !l)> use of ivory and of gold as the coii- 
itaut materials for their new statues ; [wlicre- 
by it comes to pass that some temples are 
quite deserted, while others are in great es- 
teem, and adorned with all the rites of all 
kinds of purification]. Besides this, tlie first 
gods, who have long fiourished in thehonoiiis 
done them, are now grown old, [while those 
that flourished after them are come in tlieu 
room as a second rank, that I may speak the 
most honourably of them that I can J : nay, cer- 
tain other gods there are who are newly intro- 
duced, and newly worshipped [as we, by way 
of digression have said already, and yet have 
left their places of worship desolate] ; and for 
their temples, some of them are already left 
desolate, and others are built anew, accord- 
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iiig to the pleasure of men ; whereas they 
ought to have preserved their opinion about ' 
God) and that worship which is due to him) 
always and immutably the same. 

37. But now, this Apollonius Molo was 
one of these foolish and proud men. How- 
ever) notiling that I have said was unknown 
to those that were real philosophers among 
the GreekS) nor were they unacquainted with 
those frigid pretenses of allegories [w'hich 
had been alleged for such things] : on which 
account they justly despised them) but have 
still agreed with us as to the true and be- 
coming notions of God ; wlience it was that 
Plato would not have political settlements 
to admit of any one of the other poetS) 
and dismisses even Homer himself, with 
a garland on his head) and with ointment 
poured upon him, and this because he should 
not destroy the right notions of God with 
nis fables. Nay, Plato principally imitated 
our legislator in this point, that he enjoined 
his citizens to have the main regard to this 
jirecept, “ That every one of them should 
learn their laws accurately.” lie also or- 
dained, that they should not admit of foreign- 
ers Intermixing with their own people at ran- 
dom ; and provided tliat the coinmonweallh 
f.hould keep itself pure, and consist of such 
Duly as persevered in their own laws. Apol- 
lonius IVJolo did no way consider this, when 

* lie made it one brancli of liis accusation a- 
gainst us, that we do not admit of sucli as 
have ditt'erent notions about God, nor will we 
have fellowship with those that choose to ob- 
serve a way of living diO'ereiit from ourselves j 
yet is liot this method peculiar to us, but 
common to all other men ; not among the or- 
dinary Grecians only, but among such of 
lliose Grecians as are of the greatist reputa- 
tion among them. Moreover, the I^acede- 
monians continued in their way of expelling 
foreigners, and would not, indeed, give leave 
to their own people to travel abrotid, as sus- 
pecting dial those two tilings would introduci 
a dissolution of their own laws : and perhaps 
there may bo some reason to blame the rigid 
severity of the Lacedemonians^ for tliey be- 
Mowed the privilege of their city on no fo- 
reigners, nor would give leave to them to stay 
among them ; whereas we, though we do not 
tliink fit to imitate other institutions, yet do 
we willingly admit of tliose that desire to par- 
take of ours, which I think i may reckon to 
be a plain indication of our humanity, and at 
the same time of our magnanimity also. 

38, But 1 shall say no more of the Lace- 
demonians. As for the Athenians, who glory 
in having made their city to be common to all 
men, whai their behaviour was, A]>ollonius 
did not know, while they punished those that 
spoke contrary to their laws about the gods, 
without mercy ; for on what otlier account 
^as it that Socrates was put to death by them ? 
Certainly, he neither betrayed their city to its 


enemies, nor was he guilty of sacrilege with 
regard to their temples; but on this account, 
that he swore certain new oaths,* and that 
he affirmed, cither in earnest, or, as some 
say, only in jest, that a certain demon used 
to make signs to him [what he should not 
do]. For these reasons lie was condemn- 
ed to drink poison, and kill himself. His 
accuser also complained that he corrupt- 
ed the young men, by inducing them to des- 
pise the political settlement and laws of theii 
city; and thus was Socrates, the citizen of 
Athens, punished. Tiiere was also Anaxa- 
goras, who although he was of Clazomenae, 
was within a few suffrages of being condemn- 
ed to die, because he said the sun, which the 
Athenians thought to be a god, was a ball of 
lire. They also made this public proclamation, 

“ That they would give a talent to any one 
w’ho would kill Diagoras of INIelos,*’ because 
it was reported that he lauglicd at their mys- 
teries : Portagoras also, wlio was thought to 
have written somewhat that was not ow’iied 
for truth by the Athenians about the gods, had 
been seized upon, and put to death, if he had 
not fled immediately. Nor need w'e w'ondcr 
that they thus treated such considerable men, 
when they did not even spare w omen ; for 
they very lately slew a certain priestess, be- 
cause she was accused by somebody that she 
initiated poo])le into the w-orship of strange 
gods, it having been forbidden so to do by 
one of their laws ; and a capital punishment 
hud been decreed to such as introduced a 
strange god ; it being manifest, that they 
who make use of such a law, do not believe 
those of other nations to be really gods, other- 
wise they had not envied themselves the ad- 
vantage of more gods than they already bad ; 
and this was the happy administration of the 
affairs of the Athenians ! Now, ;is to the Scy- 
thians, they lake a pleasure in killing men, 
ami ditfer little from brute beasts ; yet do 
they think it reasonable to have tlieir institu- 
titms observed. They also slew Anacharsis, 
a person greatly admired for Ins wisdom a- 
uiong the Greeks, when he returned to them, 
because he appeared to come fraught with 
Grecian customs. We find many punished 
among the Persians, on the same account. 
Apollonius was greatly pleased with the laws 
of the Persians, and was an admirer of them, 
because the Greeks enjoyed the advantage of 
their courage, and had the very same opinion 
j about the gods w hich they had. This last was 
exemplified iti the temples they burnt, and 
their courage in coming, and almost entirely 
enslaving the Grecians. How'cver, Apollo- 
nius has imitated all the Persian institutions, 
and that by his oil'cring violence to other men’y 
wives, and castrating his own sons. Now, with 

• See what those novel oaths were in Dr. Hudsou’a 
note, viz. to swear by an oak, by a goat, and by a dog, as 
also by agander, as say Philostratus and others. Tl,.i 
swearing strange oaths was also forbidden by the Ty- 
rians# b. i# 22. as Spaalieiiu here iH>tc». 
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us, it is a capital crime, if any one does thus 
abuse even a brute beast ; and as for us, nei> 
ther hatli the fear of our governors, nor a de- 
sire of following what other nations have in 
so great esteem, been able to withdraw us from 
our laws ; nor have we exerted our coiirag 
in raising up wars to increase our wealth, but 
only for the observation of our laws; and 
when we with patience bear other losses, yet 
when any persons would compel us to break 
our laws, then it is that we choose to go to war, 
though it be beyond our ability to pursue it, 
and bear the greatest calamities to the last with 
much fortitude ; and indeed, what reason can 
there be why we should desire to imitate the 
laws of other nations, while we see they are not 
observed by their own legislators ? And why 
do not the Lacedemonians think of abolishing 
that form of their government which suifers 
them not to associate with any others, as well 
as their contempt of matrimony ? And why 
do not the Eleans and Thebans abolish that 
unnatural and impudent lust, which makes 
them lie with males ? For they will not sliew 
a sufficient sign of their repentance of what 
they of old thouglit to be very excellent, and 
very advantageous in their practices, unless 
they entirely avoid all such actions for the time 
to come : nay, s«jch tilings are inserted into 
the body of tlieir laws, and had once such a 
pow'cr among the Greeks, that they ascribed 
these sodomitical practices to the gods tlicm- 
selves, as part of their good character; and 
indeed it was according to the same manner 
that the gods married their own sisters. This 
the Greeks contrived as an apology for their 
own absurd and unnatural pleasures. 

39. I omit to speak concerning punish- 
ments, and how many ways of escaping them 
the greatest part of legislators have afforded 
malefactors, by ordaining that, for adulter- 
ies, fines in money should be allowed, and for 
corrupting * [virgins] they need only marry 
them ;f asalso what excuses they may have in 
denying the facts, if any one should attempt 
to inquire into them ; for amongst most other 
nations it is a studied art liow men may trans- 
gress their laws; but no such thing is per- 
mitted amongst us; for though we he de- 
prived of our wealth, of our cities, or of oth- 
er advantages we have, our law continues im- 
mortal ; nor can any Jew go so far from liis 
own country, nor be so affrighted at the severest 
lord, as not to be more affrighted at the law 
than at him. If, therefore, this be the dispo- 

• Why Josephus here should blame some heathen 
legislators, when they anowe<t so easy a composition for 
simple fornication, as an obligation to marry the virgin 
that was corrupte»l, is hard to sav, scfeing he had him- 
self truly informed us. that It was a law of the Jews, 
Antiq. b. iv, chap, viii, sect. 23, as it is the law of Chris- 
tianity also: sec iioreb Covenant, p. 61. I am almost 
ready to suspect, that for yctuovt, we should here read 
and that twruptinc widhjck, or other men’s 
wives, is the crime for which these heathens wickedly 
allowed this composition in money, 

t Or •• for cor.**i»ting other men’s wives, the same 
^lowanoe.* 


sition we are under, with regard to the excel- 
lency of our laws, let our enemies make us 
this concession, that our laws are most excel- 
lent ; and if still they imagine that though we 
so firmly adhere to them, yet are they bad 
laws notwithstanding, what penalties then do 
they deserve to undergo who do not observe 
their own laws, which tliey esteem superior 
Whereas, therefore, length of time is esteemed 
to be the truest touchstone in all cases, 1 
would make that a testimonial of the excel- 
lency of our laws, and of that belief thereby 
delivered to us concerning God ; for as there 
hath been a very long time for this compari- 
son, if any one will but compare its duration 
with the duration of the laws made by other 
legislators, he will find our legislator to have 
been the most ancient of them all. 

40. We have already demonstrated that onr 
laws have been such as have always inspired 
admiration and imitation into all other men; 
nay, the earliest Grecian philosophers, though 
in appearance they observed the laws of their 
own countries, yet did they, in their actions 
and their philosophic doctrines, follow our le- 
gislator, and instructed men to live sparingly, 
and to huve friendly communication one with 
another. Nay, farther, the multitude of man- 
kind itself have had a great inclination of a 
long time to follow our religious observances ; 
for there is not any city of the Grecians, nor 
any of the barbarians, nor any nation w'hatso- 
ever, whither onr custom of resting on the se- 
venth day hath not come, and by which our 
fasts and lighting up lam})rt, and many of our 
prohibitions as to our food, are not observed ; 
they also endeavour to imitate our mutual con- 
cord with one another, and the charitable dis- 
tribution of our goods, and our diligence in our 
trades, and our fortitude in uuderg ; the dis- 
tresses we are in, on account of our laws ; and, 
what is here matter of the greatest admiration, 
our law hath no bait of pleasure to allure men 
to it, but it prevails by its own force ; and as 
God himself pervades all the world, so hatli 
our law passed through all the w'orld also. 
So that if any one will but reflect on his own 
country, and his own family, he will have rea- 
son to give credit to what I say. It is tlicre- 
fore hut just, cither to condemn all mankind 
of indulging a wicked disposition, when they 
have been so desirous of imitating laws that 
are to them foreign and evil in themselves, 
rather than following laws of theit own that 
are of a better character, or else our accusers 
must leave off tlieir spite against us ; nor are 
we guilty of any envious behaviour towards 
them, when we honour our own legislator, 
and believe what he, by his prophetic autho- 
rity, hath tauglit us concerning God ; for 
though we should not be able ourselves to 
understand the excellency of our own laws, 
yet would the great multitude of those that 
desire to imitate them, justify us, in greatly 
valuing ourselves upon them. 
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41. But as for the [distinct] political laws 
by which we are governed, I have delivered 
them accurately in my books of Antiquities ; 
and have only mentioned them now, so far as 
was necessary to my present purpose, without 
proposing to myself either to blame the laws 
of other nations, or to make an encomium 
upon our own, — but in order to convict those 
that have written about us unjustly, and in 
an impudent affectation of disguising the 
truth ; — and now I think I have sufficiently 
fompleted what I proposed in writing these 
books; for whereas our accusers have pre- 
tended that our nation are a people of very 
late original, 1 have demonsf rated that they 
are exceeding ancient ; for I have produced 
as witnesses thereto many ancient writers, 
who have made mention of us in their books, 
while they had said no such writer had so 
done. Moreover, they had said that we were 
sprung from the Egyptians, while I have 
proved that we came from another country 
into Egypt : while they had told lies of us, 
as if we were expelled thence on account of 
diseases on our bodies, it has appeared on the 
contrary, that we returned to our country by 
our own choice, and with sound and strong 
bodies. Those accusers reproached our legis- 
lator as a vile fellow ; whereas God in old time 
bare witness to his virtuous conduct ; and since 
that testimonyof God, time itself hath been dis- 
covered to have borne witness to the same thing. 

42. As to the laws themselves, more words 
arc unnecessary, for they are visible in their 
own nature, and appear to teach not impiety, 
but the truest piety in the world. They do 
not make men hate one another, but encou- 
rage people to communicate vvliat they have 
to one another freely ; they are enemies to 
i njuslice, tlicy take care of righteousness, they 
banish idleness and expensive living, and in- 


struct men to be content with what they have 
and to be laborious in their callings; they 
forbid men to make war from a desire of get- 
ting more, but make men courageous in de- 
fending the laws ; they are inexorable in pu- 
nishing malefactors ; they admit no sophistry 
of w'ords, but are always established by ac- 
tions themselves, which actions we ever pro- 
pose as surer demonstrations than what is 
contained in writin]^ only ; on which account 
I am so bold as to say that we are become 
the teachers of other men, in the greatest 
number of things, and those of the most ex- 
cellent nature only ; for what is more excel- 
lent than inviolable piety ? what is more just 
I than submission to laws ? and what is more 
advantageous than mutual love and concord f 
and this so far that wc arc to be neither divid- 
ed by calamities, nor to become injurious and 
seditious in prosperity ; but to contemn death 
when wc are in war, and in peace to apply 
ourselves to our mechanical occupations, or 
to our tillage of the ground ; while we in all 
things and all ways arc satisfied that God is 
the inspector and governor of our actions. 
If these precepts had cither been written at 
first, or more exactly kept by any others be- 
fore us, we should have ow'ed them thanks as 
disciples owe to their masters ; but if it be vi- 
sible that we have made use of them more 
than any other men, and if we have demon- 
strated that the original invention of them is 
our own, let the Apions, and the Molones, 
with all the rest of those that delight in lies 
and reproaches, stand confuted ; but let this 
and the foregoing book be dedicated to thee, 
Epaphroditus, who art so great a lover oi 
truth, and by thy means to those that have 
been in like manner desirous to be acquainted 
with the allairs of our nation 



AN 


EXTRACT 

JOSEPHUS’S DISCOURSE TO THE GREEKS 

CONCERNING 

HADES. 


§ I. Now as to Hades, wherein the souls of 
llie righteous and unrighteous are detained, 
it is necessary to speak of it. Hades is a place 
in the world not regularly linished j a stthter- 
raneous region w herein the light of this world 
docs not shine i from which circumstance, that 
in this region the light does not siiine, it can- 
not be but there must be in it perpetual dark- 
ness* Tljis region is allotted as a place of 
custody for souls, in which angels are appoint- 
ed as guardians to them, who distribute to 
them temporary punishmentSj agreeable to 
every one’s behaviour and manners. 

2. In this region there is a certain place 
set apart, as a take irf nmjttenchcAle JirCy 
wtiereinlo w'e suppose no one hath hitherto 
been cast ; but it is prepared for a day afore- 
determined by God, in which one righteous 
sentence shall deservedly be passed upon all 
men ; w'hen the unjust and those that have 
been disobedient to God, and have given ho- 
nour to such idols as have been the vain oper- 
ations of the hands of men, as to God him- 
self, shall be adjudged to this eocrlastini' pun- 
ishmenty as having been tlie causes of delile- 
ment; while tlie just shall obtain an incorrup- 
tible and never-fading kingdom. These are 
now indeed confined in Hades, but not in the 
same place wherein the unjust are confined. 

3. For there is one descent into this rc> 
gion, at whose gate w e believe tlicre stands an 
archangel with an host ; which gate when 
those pass through that are conducted down 
by the angels appointed over souls, they do 
not go the same w'ay ; but the just are guided 
to the right handy and are led with liymns, 
sung by tbe angels appointed over that place, 
unto A region of lighty in which the just have 
dwelt from the beginning of the world j not 


constrained by necessity, but ever enjoying 
the prospect of the good things they sec, and 
rejoice in the expectation of those new enjoy- 
ments which will be peculiar to every one of 
them, and esteeming those things beyond 
w'hat we have here ; w ith whom tlicrc is no 
place of toil, no hurtling heat, no piercing 
cold, nor are any briers there ; but the coun- 
tenance of the fathers and of the just, which 
they see always smiles upon them, while thev 
wait for that rest and eternal new life in hea- 
veuy which is to succeed this region. This 
place we call The Bosom of Abraham. 

4. Hut as to the unjust, they art? dragged 
by force to the left hand by the angels allotted 
for punislnnent, no longer going with a good- 
will, but as prisoners tlriven by violence ; to 
whom are sent the angels appointed over 
them to reproach them and threaten them 
with their terrible looks, and to thrust them 
still downwards. Now those angels that are 
set over these souls, drag them into the neigh- 
bourhood of hell itself; who, when they are 
liard by it, continually hear the noise of it, 
and do not stand clear of th.e hot vapour it- 
self; but when they have a nearer view of this 
spectacle, as of a terrible and exceeding great 
prospect of fire, they are struck with a fear- 
ful expectation of a future judgment, and in 
effect punished thereby; and not only so, but 
where they see the place [or choir] of the fa- 
thers and of the just, even hereby are they 
punished ; for a chaos deep and large is fixed 
between them ; insomuch that a just man that 
hath compassion upon them cannot be admit- 
ted, nor can one that is unjust, if lie were 
bold enough to attempt it, pass over it. 

5. This is the discourse concerning Hades, 
wherein the souls of all men are confined un 
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1 a proper ficar.on, wbkh God hath deter, shall stand, they will send forth one voice, 
mi^d, wheel he w\l\ make a resurrection of and say, JUST IS THY JUDGMENT ; the rejoin- 
all men trotn the dead, not procuring a trans- der to which will bring a just sentence upon 
migration of souls from one body to another, both parties, by giving justly to those that 
but raising again those very bodies, which you have done well an n^erlnsting /nation s but 
Greeks, seeing to be dissolved, do not believe allotting to the lovers of wicked works eternal 
[their resurrection] : but learn not to disbe- punishnwnt* To those belong the unquench- 
lievc it ; for while you believe that the soul is aide Jire^ and that without end, and a certain 
created, and yet is made immortal by God, fiery worm never di/irig, and not destroying 

the body, but continuing its eruption out of 
the body with never-ceasing grief; neither 
will sleep give ease to these men, nor will the 
night afford them comfort ; death will not 
free them from their punishment, nor will 
the interceding prayers of their kindred pro 
fit them ; for the just are no longer seen by 
them, nor are they thought worthy of remein- 
berance; but the just shall remember only 
their righteous actions, whereby they have at- 
tained the heavenly kingdom^ in which tiiere 
is no sleep, no sorrow, no corruption, no 


according to the doctrine of Plato, and this 
in time, be not incredulous ; but believe that 
God is able, when he hath raised to life that 
body which was made as a compound of the 
same elements, to make it immortal ; for it 
must never be said of God, that he is able to 
do some things, and unable to do others. We 
have therefore believed that the body will be 
raised again ; for although it be dissolved, it 
is not perished ; for the earth receives its re 
mains, and preserves them ; and while they 
arc like aeedt and are mixed among the more 
fruitful soil, they flourish, and what is sou'n care, no night, no day measured by time, no 


is indeed sown bare grain ; but at tlie mighty 
sound of God the Creator, it will sprout up. 
and be raised in a clothed and glorunis condi- 
tion, though not before it has been dissolved, 
and mixed [with the earth]. So that we have 
not rashly believeil the resurrection of the 


sun driven in his course along the circle of 
heaven by nece.ssity, and measuring out the 
bounds and conversions of the seasons, for 
the belter illumination of the life of men ; no 
moon decreasing and i-ncreasing, or introduc- 
ing a variety of seasons, nor w'ill she then 


body ; for aUbough it be dissolved for a time moisten the earth ; no horning sun, no Bear 
on account of the original transgression. 


exists still, and is cast into the earth as into a 
.potter’s furnace, in order to be formed again, 
not In ortlcr to rise again such as it was be- 
fore, but ill a state of purity, and so as never 
to be destroyed any more ; and to every body 
shall its own soul be restored ; and when it 
Hath clothed itsri/ with that body, it will not 
be subject to misery, but, being itself pure, 
it will continue witii its pure body, and re- 
joice with it, with which it having walked 
righteotisly now in this world, and never hav.. 
tng had it as a snare, it will receive it again 


it j. turning round [the pole], no Orion to rise, 


no wandering of immnierablc stars. The 
earth will not then be difficult to be passed 
over, nor will it be hard to find out the 
court of Paradise, nor will there be any fear- 
ful roaring of the sea, forbidding the passen- 
gers to walk on it; even that ■will be made 
easily passable to the just, though it will not 
be void of moisture. Hpaven will not then 
be uninhabitable by men : and it will not be 
impossible to discover the way of ascending 
thitiur. The earth will not be unculti- 
I vated, nor require too much labour of men, 


vith great gladness ; but as for the unjust, ! but will bring forth its fruits of its own ac- 
tlie'* will receive their bodies not changed, not i cord, and will be well adorned w’ith them, 
freed from diseases or distem])ers, nor made j There will be no more generations of wild 
glorious, but with the same diseases wherein | beasts, nor will the substance of the rest of 


they died ; and such as they were in their un- 
belief, the same shall they be when they shall 
be faithfully judged. 

0. For all men, the just as well as the un - 
just, shall be bi ought before (iod the word; 
for to him hath the Father com milled all 


the animals shoot out any more; for it will 
not produce men, but the number of the right- 
eous will continue, and never fail, together 
with righteous angels, and spirits [of God], 
and with his word, as a choir of righteous 
men and w'omen that never grow old, and 


^uilgment i and he, in order to fu[fil the will continue in an incorruptible state, singing 
»/’ Uja Fathedf shall come as judge, whom we | hymns to God, who hath advanced them to 
call ChrUt. For Minos and Rhadamanthus i that happiness, by the means of a regular in-. 


are not the judges, ns yon Greeks do suppose, 
hut he whom God even the Father hath glo- 
"ifwd t CONCKIINING WHOM WE HAVE EI.SE- 


stitntion of life; with whom the whole crea- 
tion also will lift up a perpetual hvmn from 
corruption to incorruptiont as glorified by u 


WHERE GIVEN A MORE PARTiciu.AR ACCOUNT, ; splendid and pure spirit. It will not then be 
FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER restrained by a bond of necessity, but with a 
truth. This person, exercisii.g the right- j lively freedom shall olfer up a voluntary 


eous judgment of the Father towards all men, 
liath prepared n just sentence for every one, 
according to his works ; at whose judgment- 
seat when all men, and angels, and demons 


hymn, and shall praise iiim that made them, 
together with the angels, and spirits, and 
men now freedfnm all bondage. 

7. And now, if you Gentiles will be poe 
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suaded by these motives, and leave your vain 
imaginations about your pedigrees, and gain- 
ing of riches and philosophy, and will not 
spend your time about subtilties of words, 
and thereby lead your minds into error, and 
if you will apply your cars to the hearing of 
the inspired prophets, the interpreters, both 
of God and of his word, and will believe in 
God, you shall both be partakers of these 
things, and obtain the good things that are 
to come; you shall see the ascent into the 
immense heaven plainly, and that kingdom 
which is there; for what God hath now con- 
cealed in silence [will be then made mani- 
fest], what neither eye hath seetif nor car hath 
heardf nor hath it entered into the heart 
many the things that God hath prepared for 
them that love him. 

8. In whatsoever ways I shall Jtnd yout in 
them shall 1 judge you entirely; so cries the 
END of all things. And he who hath at 
hrst lived a virtuous life, but towards the lat- 
ter end falls into vice, these labours by him 


before endured, shall be altogether vain and 
unprofitable, even as in a play, brought to an 
ill catastrophe. Whosoever shall have lived 
wickedly and luxuriously may repent; how 
ever, there will be need of much time to con- 
quer an evil habit, and even after repentance 
his whole life must be guarded with great care 
and diligence, after the manner of a body, 
which, after it hath been a long time afflicted 
w'ith a distemper, requires a stricter diet and 
method of living ; for though it may be pos- 
sible, perhaps, to break off the chain of our 
irregular aflections at once, — yet our amend, 
incut cannot be secured without the grace of 
God, the prayers of good men, the help ot 
the brethren, and our own sincere repentance 
and constant care. It is a good thing not to 
sin at all ; it is also good, having sinned, to 
repent, — as it is best to have health always; 
but it is a good thing to recover from a dis. 
temper. To God be glory and dominion fo) 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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DISSERTATION 1. 

THE TESTIMONIES OF JOSEPHUS CONCERNING JESUS CHRIST, JOHN 
THE BAPTIST, AND JAMES THE JUST, VINDICATED. 


Since we meet with several important testimo- 
nies in Josephus, the Jewish historian, con- 
cerning John the Baptist, the forerunner of 
Jesus of Nazareth, concerning Jesus of Nazar- 
eth himself, and concerning James the Just the 
brother of Jesus of Nazareth ; and since the 
principal testimony, which is that concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth himself, has of late been 
greatly questioned by many, and rejected by 
some of the learned as spurious, it will be fit 
for me, who have ever declared my firm be- 
lief that these testimonies were genuine, to 
set down fairly some of the original etnilence 
ami citations I have met vtith in the first fif- 
teen centuries concerning them ; and then to 
make proper observations upon that evidence, 
for the reader’s more complete satisfaction. 

But before I produce the citations them- 
selves out of Josephus, give me leave to pre- 
pare the reader’s attention, by setting down 
the sentiments of perhaps the most learned 
person, and the most competent judge, that 
ever was, ns to the authority of Josephus, I 
mean of Joseph Scaliger, in the Prolegomena 
to his book De Emendatione Temporumf p. 17. 
“ Josephus is the most diligent and the great- 
est lover of truth of all writers ; nor are wea- 
fraid to affirm of him, that it is more safe to 
believe him, not only as to the affairs of the 
Jews, but also as to those that are foreign to 
them, than all the Greek and Latin writers ; 
and this, because his fidelity and his compass 
of learning are everywhere conspicuous.” 


the ancient citations or the testimonies 

OP JOSEPHUS, FROM HIS OWN TIME TILL THE 
END OP THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 

About A»D, 110. Tacit, Annul, lib. xv. cap. 
44.-— Nero, in order to stifle the rumour, [as 


if he himself had set Rome on fire], ascribed 
it to those people who were hated for theii 
wicked practices, and called by the vulgar 
Chnslians : these ho punished exquisitely. 
The author of this name was Christy whoy in the 
reign of TiberiuSy was brought to punishment bp 
Pontius Pilate the jn'oeurator. 

About A.D. 147. Just, Mart, Dialog, cum 
T'typh* p. 230.— “You [Jews] knew that Je- 
sus was risen from the dead, and ascended in- 
to heaven, as the prophecies did foretell was to 
happen. 

About A, D. 230, Origen, Comme>U, m 
Matth, p. 234. — This James was of so shin, 
ing a character among the people, on account 
of his righteousness, that Flavius Josephus, 
when, in his twentieth book of the Jewish 
AnUtjuiUes, he had a mind to set down what 
was the cause why the people suffered such 
miseries, till the very holy house was demo- 
lished, he said, that these things befel them 
by the anger of God, on account of what they 
had dared to do to James, the brother of Je- 
sus, who was called Christ; and wonderful it 
is, that while he did not receive Jesus for 
Christ, he did nevertheless bear witness that 
James was so righteous a man. He says 
farther, that the people thought they had suf- 
fered these things for the sake of James. 

About A,D, Id, Contr, CeU, lib. i. p. 
35, 36. — I would say to Celsus, who perso* 
nates a Jew, that admitted of John the Bap- 
tist, and how he baptized Jesus, Uiat one who 
lived but a little while after John and Jesus, 
wrote, how that John was a baptizer unto the 
remission of sins; for Josephus testifies, in 
the eighteenth book of his Jewish Antiquities, 
that .Tohn was the Baptist ; and that he pro- 
mised purification to those that were baptized. 
The same Josephus also, although he did not 
believe in Jesus as Christ, when he was ii*- 
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quiring after the cause of the destruction of Gospels makes mention of John the Baptis 
Jerusalem, and of the demolition of the tern, as having his head cut off by the younger 
pie, and ought to have said that their machi- Herod. Josephus also concurs in this history, 
nations against Jesus were the cause of those and makes mention of Herodias by name, as the 
miseries coming on the people, because they wife of his brother, whom Herod had married, 
had slain that Christ who was foretold by the upon divorcing his former lawful wife. She 
prophets, he, though as it were unwillingly, vas the daughter of Aretas, king of the Pe- 
and yet as one not remote from the truth, trean Arabians ; and which Herodias he had 
says, “ these miseries befel the Jews by way parted from her husband while he was alive ; 
of revenge for James the Just, who was the on which account also, when he had slain 
brother of Jesus that was called Christ; be- John, he made warw'ifh Aretas [Aretas made 
cause they hail slain him who was a most war with hiin1, because his daughter had been 
righteous person.** Now this James was he used dishonourably : in which war, when it 
whom that genuine disciple of Jesus, Paul, came to a battle, lie says, that all Herod’s 
said be had seen as the Lord's brother [(Jal. i. army was destroyed ; and that he sulTered 
19]; which relation implies not so much near- this because of his wicked contrivance against 
ness of blood, or the sameness of education, John. Moreover, the same Josephus, by ac- 
as it does the agreement of manners and knowledging John to have been a most right- 
preaching. If therefore he says the desola- -ous man, and the Baptist, conspires in his 
tion of Jerusalem befel the Jews for the sake testimony with what is written in the Gospels, 
of James, with how much greater reason He also relates, that Herod lost his kingdom 
might he have said that it happened for the for the sake of the same Herodias, together 
sake of Jesus? &c. with whom he was himself condemned to be 

About, ji. D. 324, Euseb. Demrmstr, Evan, banished to Vienna, a city of Gaul; and 
lib. iii. p. 12‘l. Certainly, the attestation of this is his account in the eighteenth book of 
those I have already produced concerning the Anti(|nifles, where he writes this of .Tohii 
our Saviour may be sufficient. Ilow'ever, it verbatim : — Some of the Jews thought that 
may not be amiss, if, over and above, wo the destruction of Hororrs army came from 
make use of .Toseplius the Jew for a farther God, and that very justly, as a punishmen* 
witness ; who, in the eighteenth book of his for wliat he did against John that was called 
Antiquities, when he was writing the history the Eaplist i for Herod slew him, who was a 
of what happened under Pilate, makes men- good man, and one that eommanded the 
tion of our Saviour in these words: — ** Now Jews to exerriJ?c virtue, botli as to riglitedus^ 
there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if ness towards one another, and piety towards 
It he lawful to cal! him a man; for he was a do- God, and so to come to baptism, for that liy 
or of wonderful works, a teacher of such men this moans the washing [with water] wouhl 
as had a veneration for truth. He drew over appear acceptable to him, when they made 
to him both many of the Jews and many of use of it, not in order to the putting away 
the Gentiles lie was the Christ. And when [or the remission] of some sins [only], — but 
Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men lor the purincation of the body, supposing 
among us, had condemned him to the cross, still that the soul was thoroughly purified be 
those that loved him at first did not forsake forehand by righteousness. Now wdien [many j 
him ; for he appeared unto them alive again others came in crowds about him, for the) 
the third day, as the divine prophets had were greatly delighted in hearing his words, 
spoken of tlicsc, and ten thousand other won - Herod was afraid that this so great power of 
derful things concerning him: whence the persuading incii miglit teiul to some sedition 
tribe of Christians, so named from him, are or otlier, for they seemed to be disposed to do 
not extinct at this day.” If therefore we every thing he should advise them to, so lie 
have this historian’s testimony, that he not supposed it better to prevent any attempt for 
only brought over to himself the twelve apos- a mutation from him, by cutting him oil’, 
tieJi, with the seventy disciples, but many of' than after any such mutation should he 
the Jew s and ntany of the Gentiles also, he brought about, and the public should suO’er, 
must manifestly have had somewhat in him to repent [of such negligence]. Accordingly 
extraordinary, above the cst of mankind ; he was sent a prisoner, out of Htrod’s suspi- 
for how otherwise could he draw over so cious temper, to Macherus, the castle I be- 
many of tlie Jews and of the Gentiles, unless fore mentioned, and was there put to death, 
he performed admirable and amazing works, —When Josephus had s:nd this of John, he 
and used a method of teaching that was not makes mention also of our Saviour in the same 
common? Moreover, the scripture of the history after this manner : — “Now there was 
Acts of the Apostles (xxi, 20.) bears witness, about this time, one Jesus, a wise man, i^f it 
that there were many ten thousands of Jews, be lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer 
who were persuaded that he was the Clirist of of wonderful works, a teacher ot such men as 
God, who was foretold by the prophets. receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over 

A^oui A- D. 530. Id, Hist. Eccles, lib. i. to him both many of the Jews and many of 
cap, Now the divine .scripture of the the Gentiles also he was the Christ. And 
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when Filate, at the suggestion of the princU revenge for what he did to John the Baptist, 
pal men among us, had condemned him to a just man,, who had said to him, It is not law- 
the cross, those that loved him at the first did ful for thee to have thy brother's wife, 
not forsake him ; for he appeared to them Hie Jews themselves also bear witness to 
alive again the third day, as the divine pro- Christ, as appears by Josephus, the writer of 
phets had foretold tliese, and ten thousand their history, who says thus: — **That there 
other wonderful things concerning him : and was at that time a wise man, if (says he) it be 
still the tribe of Christians, so named from lawful to have him called a man, a doer of 
him, are not extinct at this day.** And since wonderful works, wlio appeared to his disci- 
this writer, sprung from the Hebrews them- pics after the third day from his death alive 
selves, hath delivered these things above in again, according to the writings of the pro- 
his own work, concerning John the Baptist phets, who foretold these and innumerable 
and our Saviour, what room is tlicre for any other miraculous events concerning him ; 
farther evasion ? &c. from whom began the congregation of Chris- 

Now James was so wonderful a person, tians, and hath penetrated among all sorts of 
and w'as so celebrated by all others for right- men : nor does there remain any nation in 
cousness, that the judicious Jews thought this the Homan world which continues strangers 
to have been the occasion of that siege of Je- to his religion.** If the Jews do not believe 
rusalcm, which came on presently after his us, let them at least believe their own writers, 
martyrdom ; • and that it bcfcl them for no Josephus, whom they esteem a very great 
other reason than that impious fact they were man, hath said this, and yet hath he spoken 
guilty of against him. Josephus therefore truth after such a manner ; and so far was 
(lid not refuse to attest thereto in writing, by his mind wandered from the right way, that 
the w'ords following These miseries be- even he was not a believer as to what hehim- 
fel the Jews by way of revenge for James the self said ; but thus I>c spake, in order to de- 
Just, M’ho was il^e brother of Jesus that was liver historical truth, because he thought it 
called Christ, on account that they had slain not lawful for him to deceive while yet he 
nim who was a most righteous person.” was no believer, because of the hardness of his 
The same Josephus declares the manner of heart and his perfidious intention. However, 
his death in the twentieth book of the Anti- it was no prejudice to the truth that he was 
(juitles, in these words . — “ Cassar sent Al- not a believer j but this adds more weight to 
hiniis into Judea to be procurator, wdicn he his testimony, that while he was an unbeliever, 
bad heard that Festus was dead. Now An- and unwilling this should be true, he has not 
anus, junior, who, as. we said, had been admit- denied it to be so. 

tod to the higli-prieslhood, w'as in his temper About A. D. 400. Hieronym, de Vir, lUustr, 
hold and daring in an extraordinary manner, m Josep/jo.— Josephus in the eighteenth book 
He was also of the sect of the Sadducees, who of Antiquities, most expressly acknowledges 
are more savage in judgment than any of the that Christ was slain by the Pharisees, on ac- 
other .Tews, as we have already signilled. ! count of the greatness of his miracles; and 
Since therefore thi.s was the character of An- j that John the Baptist was truly a prophet; 
anus, lie ilioughl he had now a proper oppor- and that Jerusalem was demolished on ac- 
tunity[to exercise his authority], because Fes- count of the slaughter of James the apostle, 
tus w'us dead, and Albinus w'as but upon the Now, be wrote concerning our Lord after 
road; so be assembles the sanhedrim of this manner ; — At the same time there 
judges, and brings before tliem James, the Jesus, a wise man, if yet it be lawful to call 
brothqi of Jesus who w'as called Christ, and him a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful 
some others [of his companions] ; and when w'orks, a teacher of those who willingly re- 
he had formed an accusation against them, as ceive the truth. He had many followers, 
breakers of the law, he delivered them to be both of the Jew's aiuJ of the Gentiles ; — he w'as 
sfoned : but as For tiiosc w ho seemed the most believed to be Christ. And when by the 
equitable of the citizens, and those who w'ere envy of our principal men, Pilate had con- 
the most uneasy at the breach of the laws, demned him to the cross, yet notwithstanding, 
they disliked what was done. They also sent those who had loved him at first persevered, 
to the king [Ag*jppJ^]» desiring him to send for he appeared to them alive on the third 
to Ananus that he should act so no more, for day as the oracles of the prophets had fore- 
tfiat what he had already done could not be told many of these and other wonderful things 
justified,*’ &c. concerning him : and the sect of Christians, 

About A, D, 360. Ambroscy or He^esipims\%o named from him, are not extinct at this 
de Excid, Urb. Hierosolym. lib. ii. cap. 12.— | day,** 

We have discovered that it was tlie opiniod About A, D. 410. Isidorut Pelusiotay the 
and belief of the Jews, as Josephus affirms Scholar if Chrysostoniy lib. iv. epist. 225.— 
(who is an author not to be rejected, when he There was one Josephus, a Jew of the great- 
writes against himself), that Herod lost his est reputation, and one that was zealous o( 
army, not by the deceit of men but by the \ the law ; one also that paraphrased tlie Old 
anger of God, and that justly, as an effect of) Teslaiuent with truth, and acted valiantly for 
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the Jews, and had showed that their settle- 1 many whom he had chosen, both Greeks 
ment was nobler than can be described by and Jews, and that they continued to love 
words. Now since he made their interest him; and that the sect which was najiied 
give place to truth, for he would not support from him was by no means extinct at Uiat 
the opinion of impious men, 1 think it tie- time. 

cessary to set down his words. What then jibout A. Z). 640. Chron, Alex, p. 51‘I 

does he say? ** Now there was about that Now Josephus also relates in his eighteenth 
time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call book of Antiquities, how John the Baptist, that 
him a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful holy man, was beheaded, on account of lie. 
works, a teacher of such men as receive the rodias, the wife of Philip, the brother of He. 
truth with pleasure. He drew oYcr to him | rod himself; for Herod had divorced his for- 
both many of the Jews and many of the Gen- mer wife, who was still alive, and had becMi 
tiles: — he was the Christ. And when Pilate, his lawful wife: she was the daughter of 
at the suggestion of the principal men among Aretas, king oi the Petreans. When there, 
us, had condemned him to the cross, those fore Herod had taken Herodius away from 
that loved him at first did not forsake him ; her husband, while he was yet alive (on whose 
for he appeared to them the third day alive account he slew John also), Aretas made war 
again, as the divine prophets had said these, against Herod, because liis daughter liad 
and a vast number of other wonderful things been dishonourably treated. In which w^ir, 
concerning him : and the tribe of Christians, he says, that all Herod’s army was destroyed, 
so named from him, are not extinct at this and that he suirered that calamity because 
day.*’ Now I cannot but wonder greatly at of the wickedness he had been guilty of a- 
this great man’s love of truth in many respects, gainst John. The same Josephus relates, 
but chiefly where he says, “Jesus was a tea- that Herod lost his kingdom on account of 
cher of men who received the truth with plea- Ilerodias, and that with her he was banished 
sure.** to Lyons, &c. 

About A, D, 440. Sozotnen, JJLst, Eccles, P. 5i?6, 527.] Now that our Saviour 
lib. i. cap. 1.— Now Joscpiius, the sun of taught his preucliing three years, is denion- 
Matthias, a priest, a man of very great note, strated both by other necessary reasonings, us 
both among the Jews and the liomaus, may also out of the holy Gospels, and out of Josc' 
well be a witness of credit as to Ute truth phus’s w'ritings, who was a wise man among 
of Christ’s history ; for he scruples to call the Hebrews, dec. 

him a man as being a doer of wonderful P. 584, 586.] Josephus relates, in the 
works, and a teacher of the words of truth, fifth boi k of the [Jewish] war, that Jentsa. 
He names him Christ openly; and is not ig- lem \v; s taken in the tl-iid [sicond] year of 
norant that he was condemned to the cross, Ve'-pasian, as after foi ty years since they had 
and appeared on the third day alive, and dared to put Jesu'; to death : in which time 
that ten thousand other wonderful things he says, that Jami s, the brother of I'ur I.oid, 
were foretold of him oy me divine prophets, and bishop of JerusuK m, was thrown down 
He testifies also, that those whom he drew [from the temple^ and slain of them, by stun- 
over to him, being many of the Gentiles, as ing. 

well as of the Jews, continued to love him ; About A. £>, 740. Anastasius Abbas conlr. 
and that the tribe named from Iiim was not Jud. — Now Joseplius, an author and writer 
then extinct. Now be seems to me by this of your own, says of Christ, that he was a 
his relation, almost to proclaim that Christ is just and good man, shewed and declared so 
God. However, he appears to have been so to be by divine grace, who gave aid many 
affected with the strangeness of the thing, as by signs and miracles. 

to run, as it were, in a sort of middle way, About A. D, 790. Georgius S^ncelfus 
so as not to put any indignity upon believers Chron, p. 669. — These miseries befel the 
ill him, but rather to aflbrd his sullVage to Jews by way of revenge for James the Just, 
them. who was the brother of Jesus that was called 

About A, D, 510. Cassiodoi'us Hist, Tri- Christ, on the account that they had slain 
jHtrtU, e Sozonieno, — Now Josephus, the son him who was a most righteous person. Now 
of Matthias, and a priest, a man of great as Ananus, a person of that cliajacter, thought 
nobility among the Jews, and of great dignity he had a proper opportunity, because Festus 
among the Romans, shall be a truth of was dead, and Albinus was but upon the 
Christ’s history : for he dares not call him a road, so he assembles thcsanliediimof judges, 
man, as a doer of famous works, and a teach, jand brings before them James, the brother of 
cr of true doctrines; he names him Christ 'Jesus, who was called Christ, and some of 
openly; and is not ignorant that he was con- [his coinpanious ; and when he liad formed 
demned to the cross, and appeared on the | an accusation against them, as breakers of 
third day alive,- and that an infinite number j the law, he delivered them to be stoned ; but 
of other wonderful things were foretold of ■ as for those that seemed the most equitable 
him by the holy prophets. Mc rcover, he ! of the citizens, and those that were the most 
testifies also, that tliere were then alive . uneasy at the breach of the laws, they dislik 
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t*(l what was done. Th^'Y also sent to tiie 
king [Agrippa] desiring him to send to Ana> 
DUS that ho should act so no more, for that 
what he had already done could not be justU 
lied, &c. 

About A, D. 850. Johan. Makla Chron. 
lib. X. — From that time began the destruction 
of the Jews, as Josephus, the philosopher of 
the Jews, hatli written ; who also said this, 
That from the time the Jews crucitied Christ, 
who was a good and a righteous man (that 
is, if it be Ut to cull such a one a man, and 
not God), the land of Judea was never free 
from trouble. These tilings the same Jose- 
phus the Jew has related in his writings. 

About A, 1). 8b’0. Pholius Cud. lib. xlviii. 
— I have read the treatise of Josephus About 
the IJnwerae, vvhose title I have elsewhere read 
to be, 0/ the Substance of the Ua 'wersc. It is 
contained in two very small treatises. He 
treats of the origin of the world in a brief 
manner. However, he speaks of the divinity 
of Cnrist, who is our true God, in a way very 
like to wliat we use, declaring that the same 
naino of Christ belongs to him, and writes of 
his inellalile generation of the Father after 
such a manner as cannot be blamed; which 
thing may perhaps raise a doubt in some, wlie- 
ther Josephus was the author of the work, 
though the phraseology does not at all (lill'er 
from this man’s other works. However, I 
•have, found in some papers, that this discourse 
was not written by Jo.s<phus, but by one Caius, 
a jiresbyter. 

Cod. ccxxxviii.] Herod, the tetrarcli of 
Galilee and of Ferea, the son of Herod the 
Great, fell in love, as Josephus says, w'itli tlie 
wife of his brother Philip, whoso name was 
Herodias, who was the graiid-daughler of lie- 
rod the Great, by his son Aristobulus, whom 
he had slain. Agrippa was also her brother. 
Now Heroti took iier away from her hushaiid, 
and married her. This is he that slew John 
the liaptist, that great man, the forerunner 
[of Clirisi], being iifniid (as Josephus says) 
test he should raise a sedition among his poo 
ph; ; for they all folluw'ed the directions of 
John, on account of the excellency of^his vir- 
tue. In liis time wa* the passion of our Sa- 
viour. 

Cod, xxxiiii] I have read the Chronicle of 
Justus of Tiberias. He omits the greatest 
part of what was m^st necessary to be related; 
but, as infected with Jovvisli prejudices, beinj 
'dso himself a Jew by birth, he makes no 
mention at all of the advent, or of iho act 
done, or of the miracles wrought, by Christ. 

Utnc uncertiUn. jMacan’us in Adis Sanc^ 
tammy tom. v. p 149. up. Fabric, Joseph, p. 
61. — Josephus, a priest of Jerusalem, and one 
that wrote with truth the history of the Jewish 
adairs, bears witness that Christ, the true God, 
was incarnate, and crucified, aiid the third 
day rose again ; whose writings are reposited 
in the public library. Thus he says ; — “ Now 


there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, 
f it be lawful to call him a man ; for he was 
doer of wonderful works, a teaciier of such 
men as receive the truth with pleasure. He 
drew over to him both many of the Jews and 
many of the Gentiles also : this was the Christ. 
And wlieti Pilate, at the suggestion of the 
principal men among us, had condemned him 
;o the cross, those that loved him at the Hrst, 
did not forsake him; for he appeared to them 
alive again on the third day, as the divine 
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand 
other wonderful things concerning him: and 
still the tribe of Christians, so named from 
tiim, are not extinct at this day.*’ Since, 
therefore, the writer of the Hebrews has en- 
raven this testimony concerning our Lord 
and Saviour in his own books, what defence 
can tlierc remain for the unbelievers? 

About A. D. 980, SuUtas in voce 
We have found Josephus, who hath written 
about the taking of Jerusalem (of whom Eu- 
sebius Painphilii makes fre<|uent mention in 
his Ecclesiastical History), saying openly in 
is Memoirs of the Captivity, that Jesus offi- 
ciated in the temple with the priests. Thus 
have we found Josephus saying, a man of an- 
cient times, and not very long after the apos- 
tles, 6cc. 

About A. D, 1060. Cedrenus Compend, 
Histor, p. 196. — Josephus does indeed ivrite 
concerning John the Baptist as follows;-— 
Some of the Jews thought that the destruc- 
tion of Herod’s army came from God, and tiiaC 
he was punished very justly for what punish- 
:ieiit he had inflicted on John, that was called 
the ISaptisl ; for, Herod slew him, who was a 
gjjod man, and commanded the Jews to ex- 
ercise virtue, both by righteousness towards 
one another and piety towards God, and so 
to come to baptism. But as concerning Christ, 
the same Josephus says, that about that time 
there was Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful 
to call liim a man ; for he w'as a doer of won- 
derful works, and a teacher of such men as 
receive the truth with pleasure; for that Christ 
drew over many even from the Gentiles ; 
whom when Pilate had crucilied, those wdio 
at Hrst had loved him did not leave off' to' 
preach concerning liim, for he appeared to 
them the third day alive again, as the divine 
prophets had testified, and spoke these and 
other wonderful things concerning him. 

About A. I). 1080. Tlieophplact. in Joan. 
lib. xiii. — The city of the Jews was taken, 
and the wrath of God was kindled against 
them; as also Josephus witnesses, that tliis 
came upon them on account of the death of 
Jesus. 

About A. J), 1 1 ‘20. Zonaras Annul, tom, i, 
p, 267.— Josephus, in the eighteenth book of 
Aiu\[uities, writes thus concerning our Lord 
and God Jesus Christ ;— Now there was about 
this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful 
to call him a man ; for be was a doer of won- 
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derful works, a teacher of such men as re- greeing in all points thereto relating with ths 
ceive the truth with pleasure. Ho drew over Gospel. He also informs us, that llerod lost 
to him many of the Jews,, and many of the his kingdorri on account of Herodias, with 
Gentiles : — he was the Christ, And when Pi- whom also he was condemned to be banished 
late, at the suggestion of the principal men i to Vienna, which was their place of exile, and 
dmong us, had condemned him to the cross, a city bordering upon Gaul, and lying ncm 
those that loved him at first did not forsake the utmost bounds of the west, 
him ; for he appeared to them the third day j^bout A. D, 1450. Hardmannus Scficde- 
alive again, as the divine prophets had said Hus Ckron, p. 110. — Josephus the Jew, who 
these and ten thousand other wonderful things was called Flavius, a priest, and the son of 
concerning him: and the tribe of Christians, so Matthias, a priest of that nation, a most cc- 
named from him, are not extinct at this day. Icbrated historian, and very skilful in many 
About A. D, 1120. GO/cus Annul, p. 234. things: he was certainly a good man, and o/ 
—Then did Philo, that wise man, and Jose* an excellent character, who had tiie highest 
phus, flourish. This last was styled The Lo- opinion of Christ. 


ver of Truth, because he commended John, 
w’ho baptized our Lord ; and because he bore 
witness that Christ, in like manner, was a wise ' 
man, and the doer of great miracles ; and 
that, when he was crucilied, he appeared the 
third day. 

About A, D. 1 1 70. Gotfridus VUerbicnm 
Ckron, p. 366. e Vers, Ru/ini, — Josephus re- 
lates that a very great war arose between 
Aretas, king of the Arabians, and Herod, on 
account of the sin which Herod had committed 
against John. Moreover, the same Josephus 
writes thus concerning Christ: There w'as 
at this time Jesus, a wise man, if at least it 
be lawful to call him a man ; for he was a 
doer of w'onderful works, a teacher of such 
men as willingly hear truth. He also drew 
over to him many of the Jews and many of 
the Gentiles :— he was Christ. And when 
Pilate, at the accusation of the principal men 
of our nation, had decreed that he should be 
crucified, those that had loved him from the 
beginning did not forsake him ; for he ap- 
peared to them the third day alive again, ac- 
cording to what the divinely inspired prophets 
had foretold, that these and innumerable o- 
ther miracles should come to pass about him. 
Moreover, both the name and sect of Chris- 
tians, who were named from Iftm, continue in 
being unto this day. 

About A. D, 1360. Nicephorvs Callutus 
Hist, Eedes, lib, i. p. 90, 91. — Now this 
[concerning Herod the tctrardi] is attested 
to, not only by the book of the holy Gospels, 
but by Josephus, that lover of truth; who 
also makes mention of Herodias his brothcr*s 
wife, whom Herod had taken away from him 
while he was alive, and married her ; having 
divorced his former lawful wife, who was the 
daughter of Aretas, king of the Petrean 
.Arabians* This Herodias he had married, 
and lived with her : on which account also, 
when he had slain John, ho made war witli 
Aretas, because his daughter had been dis- 
honourably used; in which war he relates 
that all Herod’s army w'as destroyed, and 
that he suffered this on account of the most 
unjust slaughter- of John. He also adds, 
that John was a most righteous man. More- 
over, be makes mention of his baptism, a- 


About A, JJ, 1480. PUUina (ie VUis Ponti- 
Jkum, in Christo. — I shall avoid mentioning 
what Christ did until the 30th year of his 
age, when he was baptized by John, the son of 
Zacbarias, because not only the Gospels and 
Epistles are full of those acts of his, which 
he did in the most excellent and most holy 
manner, but the hooks of such as were cjuile 
remote from his way of living, and acting, 
and ordaining, are also full of the same. 
Flavius Josephus himself, who wrote twenty 
books of Jewish Antiquities in the Greek 
tongue, when he had proceeded as far as the 
government of the emperor 'J’iberiiis, ays 
There was in those days Jesus, a certain wi-jc 
man, if at least it be lawful to call him a man , 
for he was a doer of wonderful works, ami a • 
teacher of men, of such especially as wilfing- 
iy hear the truth. On fhi.s account he drew 
over to him many, botli of tlie Jews and 
Gentiles •—he was Christ. Rut when Pilate, 
instigated by the principal men of our nation, 
had decreed that lie should he crucified, yet 
did not those that had loved him from the 
beginning forsake liirn ; and besides, lie a])- 
peared to them the third day after his deaili 
alive, as the divinely inspired prophets had 
foretold, that tliese and innumerable other 
miracles should come to pass uhoiil him: 
and the famous name of C/irisiUiiis, taken 
from him, as well as their sect, do still con- 
tinue in being. 

The Mine Josephus also affirms, That John 
the Baptist, a true prophet, and on that ac- 
count one that was had in esteem by nil men, 
was slain by Herod, the son of Herod the 
Great, a little before the death of Christ, in 
the castle of Macherus, — not because he was 
afraid for himself and his kingdom, ns tJie 
same author says, — but because he had inccs- 
tuously married Herodias, the sister of A- 
grippa, and the wife of that excellent person 
his brother Philip. 

About A. I), 1480. TrUheniius Abbas de 
Scriptor, Eccles, — Josephus tlie Jew, althougii 
he continued to be a Je>v, 'did frequently 
coiTimcnd the Cliristians; and in the eigh- 
teenth book of his Antiquities, wrote down an 
eminent ie.stimony concerning our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 
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mendation ; for we are not to determine from 
that inveterate hatred which the modern Jewt 
OBSeuvations from the foregoing EVI- hear to Chrish what was the behaviour of those 
DENCE AND ciTATJONS. Jews, upon whom the miracles that were 

daily wrought by the apostles in tMte name of 
I. The slt/e of all these original testi- Christ imprinted a sacred horror.** 


monies belonging to Josephus is exactly the 
style of the same Josephus, and especially the 
style about those parts of his Antiquities I 
wherein wc find these testimonies. This is 
denied by nobody as to the other concerning 
John the Baptist and James the Just, and is 
now become equally undeniable as to that 
'’oncerning Christ. 

II. Tlicse testimonies therefore being con- 
fessedly and undeniably written by Josephus 
himself, it is next to impossible that he should 
wholly omit some teslinioiiy concerning Jesus 
Christ ; nay, while his testimonies of John the 
Baptist and of James the Just are so honour- 
able, and gave them so great characters, it is 
also impossible ibrit this testimony concerning 
Christ should be other titan v(?ry honourable, 
or such as afforded him a still greater char- 
acter also. Could the very same author, who 
gave such a full and advantageous character 
of John the Baptist, tfic forerunner of Jesus 
of Nazareth, ail w'liose disciples were by hint 
directed to Jesus of Nazareth as to the true 
Messias, and all whose disciples became after- 
wards the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth, say 
. nothing honourable of that Jesus o^^azarelh 
hlm’feelt ? — and liiis in a history of those very 
limes in wliich be was born and Iived,and died 
and that while the writer lived but a little after 
him in the same country in whicfi he was born, 
and lived, and died. This is almost incredi- 
ble. And further, could the very same au- 
thor, w’lio gave such an advantageous char- 
acter of James the Just, and this under the 
very appellation of Javies the brother of JcstiSj 
who ivas called Christy which James was one of 
the principal di?>ci])lcs or apostles of this Jesus 
Christ, and had been many years the only 
Christian bishop of the believing Jews of Ju 
dea and Jerusalem, in the very days and in 
the very country of this writer; — could he, I 
say, wholly omit any, nay, a very lionourabl 
account of Jesus Clirist himself, whose discipt 
and bishop this .lames most certainly was? 
This is also almost incredible. Hear wha 
Tttigius, one of the wisest and learnedcst of af 
those who have lately inclined to give up th< 
testimony iDnccrning Clirist, as it stands ii 
our copies, for spurious, says upon this occa- 
sion If any one object to me, that Jose- 
lilius hath not omitted John the Baptist, the 
forerunner of Christ, nor James the discipl 
of Christ, and that therefore he could iioi 
have done the part of a good historian, if la 
had been entirely silent concerning Christ, 
shall freely grant that Josephus was not en 
tirely silent concerning Christ ; nay, I shal 
further grant, that when Josephus was speak 
ing of Christ, he did not abstain from his corn. 


III. The famous clause in this testimony 
of Josephus concerning Christ, This was Christy 
tr the Christf does not mean that this Jesus was 
lie Christ of God, or ihe true Messiah of the 
ews; but that this Jesus was distinguisli- 
?d from all others of that name, of which there 
»vere not a few, as mentioned by Josephus 
imsclf, by the addition of the other name of 
Jirist ; or that this person was no other than 
le whom all the world knew by the name of 
fesus Christ, and his followers by the name of ’ 
'hristia^s. This I esteem to be a clear case, 
md that from the arguments following 
(1.) The Greeks and Romans, for whose 
use Josephus wrote his Antiquities, could no 
■thorw'isc understand these words. The Jews 
luleed, and afterwards the Christians, who 
knew tliat a great Messias, a person that was 
o be Christ, the anointed of God, and that 
was to perform the office of a King, a Priest, 
and a Prophet, to God*s people, might readily 
so understand this expression ; but Josephus, 
as I have already noted, wrote here not to Jews 
or Christians, but to Greeks and Romans, who 
knew nothing of this : but knew very well 
that an eminent person, living in Judea, whose 
name was Jesus direst, or Jesus Christ, had 
founded a new and numerous sect, which 
took the latter of those names, and were every- 
where, from him, called Chrestians, or Chris’- 
in which sense alone they cauld under- 
stand these words of Josephus, and in which 
sense I believe he desired they should under- 
stand them ; nor docs Josephus ever use the 
Hebrew term Messiah in any of his writings, 
nor the Greek term Chiist in any such accep- 
tation elsewhere. 

('2.) Josephus himself as good as explains 
his own meaning, and that by the last clause 
of this very passage, where he says the Chris- 
tians were named from this Christ, without a 
syllable ns though he really meant he was 
the true INIcssiah, or Chiist of God, He far- 
ther seems to me to explain this his meaning 
in that other place, where alone he elsewhere 
mentions this name of Christ ; that is, when 
upon occasion of the mention of James, when 
he was condemned by Ananus, he calls him 
the Brother f Jesus, not that wfiS the true Mes^ 
shh, or the true Christ, but only that was caUea 
Christ, 

(3.) It was quite beside the purpose of 
Joscpinis to declare himself here to be a Chris- 
tian, or a believer in Jesus as the true Mes- 
siah. Had he intended so to do, he would 
surely have explained the meaning of the word 
Christ to his Greek and Roman readers ; he 
would surely have been a great deal fuller 
and larger in liis accounts of Christ, and of 
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the Christian religion ; nor irould such a de- 
claration at that time have recommended him, 
or his nation, or his it ritings, to either the 
Greeks or the Romans ; of his reputation with 
both whicl^ people he is known to have been, 
in the writing of these Antiquities, very great- 
ly solicitous. 

(4.) Josephuses usual way of writing is 
historical and declarative of facts, and of the 
opinions of others, and but rarely such as di- 
rectly informs us of his own opinion, unless 
we prudently gather it from what he says his- 
torically, or as the opinions of others. This 
is very observable in the writings of Josephus, 
and in particular as to what he says of John 
the Baptist and of James the Just; so that 
this interpretation is most probable, as most 
agreeable to Josephus's way of writing in pa- 
rallel cases. 

(5.) This seems to be the universal sense 
of all the ancients, withourt exception, who 
cite this testimony from him ; and though they 
almost everywhere own this to be the true 
reading, yet do they everywhere suppose Jo- 
sephus to be still an unbelieving Jew', and not 
a believing Christian ; nay, Jerome appears 
so w'ell assured of this interpretation, and that 
Josephus did not mean to declare any more 
by these words, than a common opinion, that, 
according to his usual way of interpreting 
authors, not to the words but to the sense (of 
which w'c have, I think, two more instances in 
his accounts out of Josephus now before us), 
he renders this clause, Cred^tur esse Chrislus^ 
i. c. He was believed to be Christ. Nor is the 
parallel expression of Pilate to be otherwise 
understood, when he wade that inscription up-’ 
on the cross, This is Jesvs, the King of the Jeu'S 
(Matt, xxvii, SI),* winch is well explained' 
by himself elsewhere, and corresponds to the 
import of the present clause. What shall J do 
vith Jesvs, who is called Clnist (Matt, xxvii, 
17, 22)? And we may full as well prove 
from Pilate’s inscription upon llie cros*», that 
he hereby declared himself a believer in Christ, 
for the real king (f the Jews, as we can from 
these words of Josephus, that he thereby de- 
clared himself to be a real believer in him, as 
the true Messiah. 

IV. Though Josephus did not design here 
to declare himself openly to he a Christian, 
yet could he not possibly believe all that he 
here asserts concerning .Jesus Christ, unless 
he were so far a Christian as the Jewish Na- 
zarenes or Ebionites then were, who believed 
Jesus of Nazareth to be tlie true Messiah, 
without believing he was more than a man ; 
who also believed the necessity of the obser- 
vation of the ceremonial law of Moses in or- 
der to salvation for all mankind, which w'ere 
the two main articles of those Jewish Chris- 
tians* faith, though in opposition to all the 
thirteen apostles .of Jesus Christ in the first 
century, and in opposition to the whole Ca- 
tholic Church of Christ in the following cen- 


turies also. Accordingly, I have elsewhorv 
proved, that Josephus was no other in his 
own mind and conscience than a Nazareneor 
Ebionite Jewish Christian ; and have observ- 
ed, that this entire testimony, and all that Jo- 
sephns says of John the Baptist and of James, 
as well as his absolute silence about all the 
rest of the a]K)stles and their companions, ex. 
actly agree to him under that character and 
tio other ; and indeed to me it is most aston- 
ishing, tliat all our learned men, who have of 
late considered these testimonies of Josephu* 
except the converted Jew Galatiniis, should 
miss such an obvious and natural observation. 
We all know this from St. James’s own wonls^ 
(Acts xxi, 20), that so mmuf ten thou-sands of 
Jews as believed in Christ, in the first century, 
were allzeahms of the ceremonial law, or were no 
other than Nazarene or Ebionite Christl<ms; 
and, by consequence, if there were any reason 
to think our Josephus to he in any sense a 
believer or a Christian, as from all these tes- 
timonies there were very great ones, all those, 
and many other reasons, could not but con- 
spire to assure us, he was no other than a Na- 
zarene or Ebionite Christian ; and this I take 
to he the plain and evident key of this whole 
latter. 

V. Since therefore Josephus ai)pears to 
have been, in his own heart and conscience, 
no other than a Nazarene or Ebionite Chris- 
tian, and. by consequence, with them reject- ^ 
ed all ounGreek Gospels and Greek hoolw of 
the New Testament, atid received only the 
Hebrew Gospels of the Nazarencs or Ehie- 
niles, styled by them, the Gospel according to 
the Hehrews, or accoi'ding to the Twelve Hpos- 
'.les, or even according to Matthew, we ought 
always to have that Nazarene or Ebionite 
Gospel, with tlic other Nazarene or Ebionite 
fragments, in view, when wo consider any 
passages of Josephus relating to Christ or to 
Christianity. Thus, since that Gospel o- 
mitted all that is in the beginning of our Sf. 
Matthew’s and St. Euke’s Gospels, and be- 
gan with the ministry of John the Baptist; 
in which first parts of the Gospel History are 
the accounts of the slaughter of the infants, 
and of the enrolment or taxation iiiuhr Au- 
gustus Ca'sar and Herod, it is no great won- 
der that Jose])hus has not taken care particu- 
larly and clearly to preserve those histories 
to us. 1'hiis when we find that Josephus 
calls James the brother of Christ^hy the name 
of James the Just, and describes him as a 
most just or righteous man, in an especial man- 
ner, we are to remember that such is his name 
and character in the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, and the other Ebionite remains of 
Hegesippus, but nowhere else, that 1 remem- 
ber, in the earliest antiquity; nor are we to 
suppose they herein referred to any other 
than that righteousness which wai by the Jenrsh 
law, wherein St. l*auJ (Philip, iii. 4, 5, 6'-), 
before he embraced Christianity, professe*! 
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hitnsclf lo Ijave been blameless. Thus wbc'ii 
JosephuS) with other Jews, ascribed the inisc-| 
ries of that nation under Vespasian and Titus, 
witli the destruction of Jerusalem, to the bar- 
barous murder of James the Just, we must 
remember wl)jit we learn from the Ebionite 
fragments of Ilegesippns, that these Ebio- 
nites interpreted a prophecy of Isaiah as fore- 
telling this very murder, and those consequent 
miseries ; — Let ns lake away the just one, for \ 
he is nnjmrfitahle to vs ; therefore shall they eat 
the. fruit their own ways (Isaiah iii. 10). j 
1‘hus wlieti Josephus says, as we have seen,! 
that the most equitable citizens of Jerusalem, I 
and those that were most zealous of the law, j 
were very uneasy at the condemnation of this | 
James, and some of his friends and fellow- 
Christians, by the higli-priest and sanhedrim, ! 
about A. D. 62, and declares that he himself 
was one of those Jews who thought the ter- 
rible miseries of that nation ettects of the ven- 
geance of God for their murder of this James, 
about A. n. GS, we may easily see those o- 
pinions could only he the opinions of convert- 
ed Jews or Ebionites. 'J'he higli-priest and 
sanhedrim, who always jKTseented the Chris- 
tians, and now condemned these Christians, 
and the body of these unbelieving Jews, who 
are supposed to suil’er for murdering this 
James, the head of the Nazarenc or Ebionite 
Clrristians in Judea, could not, to ho sure, be 
of that opinion ; nor could Josephus himself 
he 'of the same opinion, ns he declares he was, 
withotit the strongest inclinations lo the 
Christian religion, or vilhout being secretly 
a (Christian Jew, i. e. a Nazarenc or Ebionite; 
which thill}' is, hy the way, a very groat ad- 
ditional arguinent that such he was, and no : 
other. Thus, lastly, when Josephus is cited j 
in Siiidas, as afliirming that Jesus ofliciatedi 
with the priests in the temple, this account 
is hy no means disagreeable to the pretensions 
of the Ebionites. Ilegesippus .anirms the 
very same of James the Just also. 

VI. In the first citation of the famous testi- 
mony concerning our Saviour from Tacitus, al- 
most all that was true of the Jew's is directly 
taken by hiinoutof Josephus, as will be demon- 
strated under the Third Dissertation hereafter. 

VII. The second author I have alleged 
for it is Justin Martyr, one so nearly coeval 
with Josejdms, that l»e might be born about 
the time when he wrote liis Antiquities : he 
appeals to ihe same Antiquities by that very 
name ; and though he does not here directly 
quote them, yet docs he seem to me to allude 
lo this very testimony in them concerning 
our Saviour, when he affirms, in this place, 
to Trypho the Jew, (hat his nation originally 
knew that Jesus wa.s risen from the deady and 
ascended into fieaveny as the prophecies did fore~ 
tell vm to hapjien. Since there neither now 
is, nor probably in the days of Justin w'as, 
any other Jewish testimony extant which is 


those Jews, as is this of Josephus the Jew be-. 
fore us ; nor indeed does he seem to me to 
have bad any thing else particularly in bis 
view here, but this very testimony, where Jo- 
sephus says, ** That Jesus appeared to his 
followers alive the third day after his cruci-. 
fixion, as the divine prophets had foretold 
these and ten thousand other wonderful things 
concerning him.’* 

VIII. 'riic third author I have quoted for 
.Tosephus’s testimonies of John the Baptist, 
of Jesus of Nazareth, and of James the Just, 
is Origen, w'ho is indeecd allowed on all hands 
to have quoted him for the excellent character 
of John the Baptist, and of James the Just; 
hut w'hose supposed entire silence about this 
testimony concerning Christ is usually alleged 
as the principal argument against its being 
genuine, and particularly as to the clause, 
This was the Christ : and that, as we have 
j seen, because he twice assures us that, in his 
opinion, Josephus himself did not acknowledge 
Jems fiw Christ. Now, as to this latter 
clause, 1 have already shown that Josephus 
did not here, in writing to Greeks and Ro- 
mans, mean any such thing by those w'ords as 
Jews and Christians naturally understand by 
them ; I have also observed, that all the an- 
cients allow still, with Origen, that Josephus 
did not, in the Jewish and Christian sense^ 
acknowledge Jesus for the true Messiah, or 
the true Christ of God, notwithstanding their 
' express quotation of that clause in Josephus as 
genuine; so that unless we suppose Origen 
I to have had a different notion of these words 
! from all the other ancients, w’e cannot con- 
! elude ft -m this avsert/on of Origen, that he 
had not those words in his copy, not to say 
that it is, after all, much more likely that his 
copy a little differed from the other copies in 
lliis clause, or indeed omitted it entirely, than 
! that he, on its account, must be supposed not 
to have had the rest of this testimony therein, 
though indeed 1 see no necessity of making 
any such suppusal at all. However, it seems 
I to me that Origen affords us four several in- 
dications that the mai^| parts at least of this 
testimony itself were in his copy : — 

(1.) When Origen introduces Josephus's 
testimony concerning James the Just, that he 
thought the miseries of the Jews w'ere an in- 
stance of the divine vengeance on that nation 
for putting James to death instead of Jesus, 
he uses an expression no way necessary to his 
purpose, nor occasioned by any words of Jo- 
sephus there. That they had slain that Chris* 
which was foi'eiold in the prophecies. Whence 
could this expression come here into Origeii's 
mind, when he was quoting a testimony of 
Josephus concerning the brother of Christ, 
but from his remembrance of a clause in the 
testimony of the same Josephus concerning 
Christ himself, that the jtrophets had foretold hu 
death and resurrection, and ten thousand other 


to agreeable lo what Justin here affirms of wmdetful things concerning him ^ 
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(2.) How came Origcn to be so surprised 
at Josephus*8 ascribing the destruction of Je- 
rusalem to the Jews’ murdering of James the 
Just, and not to their murdering of Jesus, as 
wo have seen he was, if be had not known 
that Josephus had spoken of Jesus and his 
death before, and that he had a very good 
opinion of Jesus, which yet he could learn no 
way so authentically as from this testimony ? 
Nor do the words he here uses, that Josephus 
was not remote from the truths perhaps allude 
to any thing else but to tliis very testimony 
before us. 

(3.) How can the same Origen, upon an- 
other slight occasion, when he had just set 
down that testimony of Josephus concerning 
James the Just, the brother of Jesus, who was 
called Christ, say that it may be questioned 
whether the Jews thought Jesus to be a man, 
or whether they did not suppose him to he a 
being of a diviner kind This looks so very 
like the fifth and sixth clauses of this testi- 
mony in Josephus, that Jesus was a wise man, 
jfUbe lauful to call him a man, that it is high- 
ly probable Origen thereby alluded to them; 
and this is the more to be depended on, be- 
cause all the unbelieving Jews, and all the 
-eat of the Nuzarenc Jews, esteomed Jesus 
with one consent, as a mere man, the son of 
Joseph and Mary; and it is not, I think, 
possible to produce any one Jew but Josephus, 
who in a sort of compliance with the Romans 
and the Catholic Christians, who thought him 
a God, would say any thing like his being a 
God, 

^4.) How came Origen to affirm twice, so 
expressly, that Josi’phus did not himself own, in 
the Jewish and CJiristian sense, that Jesus’was 
Christ, notwithstanding his quotations of such 
eminent testimonies out of him for John the 
Baptist his forerunner, and for James the Just, 
his brother, and one of his principal disciples? 
There is no passage in all Josephus so likely 
to persuade Origen of this as is the famous 
testimony before us, wherein, as he and 
all the ancients understood it, he was gener- 
ally called Christ ind^d, but not any other- 
wise than as the common name whence the 
sect of Christians was derived, and where he 
all along speaks of those Christians as a sect 
then in being, whose author was a wonderful 
person, and Ids follow'ers great lovers of him 
and of the truth, yet as such a sect as he had 
not joined himself to ; which exposition, as it is 
a very natural one, so was it, I doubt, hut too 
true of our Josephus at that time; nor can I 
devise any other reason but this, and the paral- 
lel language of Josephus elsewhere, w'hen he 
speaks of James as the brother, not of Jesus 
who was Christ, but f Jesus who was called 
Christ, that could so naturally induce Origen 
and others to be of that opinion. 

IX. There are two remarkable passages in 
Suidas and Theophylact, already set down, ns 
citing Josephus; the former, that Jesus officU 


ated UHth the priests in the temple j and the /af- 
ter, that the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
miseries of the Jews, were owing to their 
jmtting Jesus to death, which are in none of 
our present copies, nor cited thence by any 
ancienter authors, nor indeed do they seem 
altogether consistent w'ith the other most au- 
thentic testimonies. However, since Suidas 
cites his passage from a treatise of Josephus 
called Memoirs of the Jetvs* Captivity, a hook ne- 
ver heard of elsewhere, and since both citations 
are not at all disagreeable to Josephus’s cha- 
racter as a Nazarene or Ebionite, I dare not 
positively conclude they arc spurious, but 
must leave tliein in suspense, for the farther 
consideration of the learned. 

X. As to that great critic I’hotius, in the 
ninth century, who is supposed not to have 
had this testimony in his copy of Josephus, or 
else to have esteemed it spurious ; because, in 
his extracts out of Josephus’s Antiquities, it 
is not expressly mentioned,— this is a strange 
thing indeed ! — that a section, which had been 
cited out of .Josephus's copies all .along before 
the days of Miotius, as well as it h.Ts been all 
along cited out of them since his days, should 
he supposed not to he in his copy, because he 
does not directly mention it in certain short 
and imperfect extracts, no way particularly re- 
lating to such matters. Those who lay a stress 
on this silence of Photius, seem little to have 
attended to the nature and brevity of those 
extracts. 'I’hey contain little or nothing,* ns 
he in tlVect professes at their entrance, hut 
what concerns Antipatcr, Herod the Great, 
and his brethren and family, with their ex- 
ploits, till the days of Agrippa junior, atul 
Ciimanus, the governor of Judea, fifteen years 
after the death of our Saviour, without one 
word of Pilate, or what happened under his 
government, which yet was the only proper 
place in whicl) this testimony could come to 
be mentioned. How ever, since Photius seems 
therefore, as we have seen, to suspeet the 
treatise ascribed by some to Josephus, Of the 
Universe, because it speaks very high things of 
the clerntil gcnerati(»i and divinity of Clirist, 
this looks very like his ktiowicdge and belief of 
somewhat really in the same Josephus, which 
spake in a lower manner of him, which could 
be hardly any other passage than this testimony 
before us; and since as we have also seen, 
when bespeaks of the Jewish History of Jus- 
tus of Tiberias, as infected w ilh tlft prejudices 
of the Jew's in taking no manner of notice of 
the advent, of the acts, and of the miracles of 
Jesus Christ, while yet he never speaks so of 
Josephus himself, this most naturally implies 
also, that there was not the like occasion here 
as there ; hut that Josephus had not wholly 
omitted that advent, those acts, or miracles 
which yet he has done every where else, in the 
books seen by Pholiiis, as well as Justus of 
Tiberias, but in this famous testimony be- 
fore IIS, so lliat it is most probable, Photius 
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not only had thh testimony in his copy, but 
believed it to be genuine also. 

XI. As to the silence of Clement of Alex* I 
andria, who cites the Antiquities of Josephus, 
but never cites any of the testimonies now be- 
fore us, it is no strange thing at all, since he 
never cites Josephus but once, and that for a 
point of chronology only, to determine how 
many years had passed from the days of 
Moses to the days of Josephus,— so that his 
silence may almost as well be alleged a- 
gainst a hundred other remarkable passages' 
in Josephus’s works as against these before 
us. 

XII. Nor does the like silence of Tertul- 
lian imply that these testimonies, or any of 
them, were not in the copies of his age. Ter- 
tullian never once hints at any treatises of 
Josephus but those against Apion, and that 
In general only, for a point of chronology ; 
nor does it any way appear that TertuUian 


ever saw any of Josephus’s writings besides, 
and far from being certain that he saw even 
those. He had particular occasion in his dis- 
pute against the Jews to quote Josephus, a- 
bove any other writer, to prove the completion 
of the prophecies of the Old Testament in tlip 
destruction of Jerusalem and miseries of the 
Jews at that time, of which he there discours- 
es, yet does he never once quote him upon 
that solemn occasion ; so that it seems to me 
that TertuUian never read either the Greek 
►Antiquities of Josephus, or his Greek books 
of the Jewish wars : nor is this at all strange 
in TertuUian, a Latin writer, that lived ii 
Africa, by none of which African writers is 
there any one clause, that I know of, cited 
out of any of Josephus’s writings ; nor is it 
w’orth my while in such numbers of positive 
citations of these clauses, to mention the 
silence of other later writers as being here of 
I very small consequence. 


DISSERTATION IL 

CONCERNING GOD’S COMMAND TO ABRAHAM TO OFFER UP ISAAC, 
HIS SON, FOR A SACRIFICE. 


Since this command of God to Abraham 
(Gen. xxii) has of late been greatly mistaken 
by some, who venture to reason about very 
ancient facts from very modern notions, and 
this without a due regard to either the cus- 
toms, or opinions, or circumstances of the 
times whereto those facts belong, or indeed 
to the true reasons of the facts themselves ; 
since the mistakes about those customs, opi- 
nions, circumstances and reasons, have of late 
so far prevailed, that tlie very same action of 
Abraham, which was so celebrated by St. 
Paul (Uom. iv. IG — 25), St. James (chap. ii. 
21, 22), the author to the Hebrews (chap, 
xi. 17—19), Philo,* and Josephus, f in the 
first century, and by innumerable others 
since, as an uncommon instance of signal vir- 
tue, of heroic faith in God, atid piety towards 
him ; nay,* is in the sacred history (Gen. xxii. 
15 — 18) highly commended by the divine 
^ngel of the Covenant, in the name of God 
himself, and promised to be plentifully re- 
warded ; since this command, I say, is now 
at last, in the eighteenth century, become a 
^ane f itumbling and a rock of offence among 
us, and that sometimes to persons of otherwise 
good sense, and of a religious disposition of 
mind also, I shall endeavour to set this mat- 
ter in its true, i. e. in its ancient and original 
• Phil, dc (JIgant. p. 291. f Antlq. b. i. ch. xiii 


light, for the satisraclion of the inquisitive. 
In order whereto we are to consider, 

1. That till this very profane age, it has 
been, 1 think, universally allowed by all so- 
ber persons, who owned themselves the crea- 
tures *of God, that the Creator has a just 
right over all his rational creamres, to pro- 
tract their lives to what length he pleases, — 
to cut them of!' when and by what instru. 
ments he pleases, — to afflict them with what 
sicknesses he pleases,— and to remove them 
from one state or place in this his great pa- 
lace of the universe to another, as he pleases; 
and that all those rational creatures are bound 
in duty and interest to acquiesce under the 
divine disposal, and to resign themselves up 
to the good providence of God in all such 
his dispensations towards them. I do not 
mean to intimate, that God may, or ever 
does, act in these cases after a mere arbitrary 
manner, or without suffleient reason, believ- 
ing, according to the whole tenor of natural 
and revealed religion, that he hateth nothing 
that he hath nuiile (Wisdom, xi. Id) ; that 
whatsoever he does, how' melancholy soever 
it may appear at first sight to us, is really in^ 
tended for the good of his creatures, and, at 
the upshot of things, will fully appear so to 
be : but that still he is not obliged, nor does 
in general give his creatu>’es an account of 
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tlie particular reasons of such his dispensations knowledge that it is He that hath made u$, 
towards them immediately, but usually tries aiid not we ourselves (Psalm c. 3), that we 
and cocercises their faith and patience, their are nothing, and have nothing of ourselves 
resignation and obedience, in their present independent of him, but that all we are, all 
state, of probation, and reserves those reasons we have, and all we hope for, is derived from 
to the last day, the day of the revekUum (f the him, from his free and undeserved bounty, 
righteous Judgmetit o/* God. (Horn. ii. .5.) which therefore he may justly take from us in 

2. That the entire histories of the past what way soever and whensoever he pleases ,* 
ages, from the days of Adam till now, show all wise and good men still saying in such 
that Almighty God has ever exercised his cases with the pious Psalmist (Ps. xxxix. 9), 7 


power over mankind, and that without giving 
them an immediate account of the reasons o^ 
such his conduct ; and that withal, the best 
and wisest men of all ages, Heatheans as well 
as Jews and Chi istians,-T-‘Marcus Antoninus, 
as well as the patriarch Abraham and St. 
Paul, have ever humbly submitted themselves: 
to this conduct of the Divine Providence, | 
and alw'ays confessed that they were obliged 
to the undeserved goodness and mercy of 
God for every enjoyment, but could not de- 
mand any of them of his justice j — no, not so 
much as the continuance of that life whereto 
those enjoyments do appertain. When God 
was pleased ^ sweep the wicked race of men 
away hy a flood, the young innocent infants, 
as well as the guilty old sinners; when he 
was pleased to shorten tlie lives of men aftei 
the Flood, and still downward till the days 
of David and Solonrvon ; when he was pleas- 
ed to destroy impure Sodorn and Gotnoriah 
by fire and brimstone from heaven, and to 
extirpate the main body of the Amorites out 
of the land of Canaan, as soon as their inigtdi- 
ties were fuU (Gen. xv. 16), and in these in- 
stances included the young innocent infants, 
together with the old hardened sinners; 
w hen God w'as pleased to send an angel, and 
hy him to destroy 185,000 Assyrians (the 
number attested to by Berosiis the Clialdean, 
as w’ell as by our own Bibles) in the dbys of 
liezekiah, most of whom seem to have had 
1)0 other peculiar guilt upon them than that 
common to soldiers in war, of obeying with- 
out reserve their king Sennaclierib, his ge- 
nerals and captains; and when, at the plague 
of Athens, London, Marseilles, &c. so many 
thousand righteous men and women, witli 
innocent babes, were swept away on a sud 
den, by a fatal contagion, — I do not remem- 
ber that sober men have complained that God 
dealt unjustly w'ith such his creatures, in 
those to us seemingly severe dispensations. 
Nor are we certain when any such seemingly 
severe dispensations are really such, nor do 
w'c know’ but shortening the lives of men may 
sometimes be the greatest blessing to them, 
and prevent or put a stop to those courses of 
gross wickedness which might bring tlicm to 
a greater misery in the world to come ; nor 
is it flt for such poor, weak, and ignorant 
creatures as we are, in the present state, to 
rail our almighty, and all-wise, and all-good 
Creator and Benefactor to an account upon 
jmy such occasions,*— since we cannot hut ac- j 


was dumbi I opened not my moutht because thoi. 
>didst it i and with patient Job (ch. i. 21 ; 

10), Shall ufe receive good at the hand if God, 
and shall not we receive evil ? The J.ord gave, 
and the J.ord hath taken aivny, blessed be the name 
if .the J.ord. If therefore this shortening or 
Uiking away the lives of men be an objection 
against any divine command for that purpose, 
it is full as strong against the present system 
of the world, against the conduct of Divine 
Providence in general, and against natural 
religion, which is founded on the justice of 
that Providence, and is no way peculiai 
to revealed religio or to (he fact of Abia- 
hani now before ii ; nor in this case mueh 
difFereut from what was soon after the days 
of Abraham thoroughly settled, after Job’s 
and his friends’ debates, hy the inspiration of 
I'Jihii, and the determination of God himself, 
where the Divine Providence was at length 
thoroughly cleared and justified before all 
the W’orld, as it will he, no question, more 
I generally cleared and justified at the fifial 
•judgment, 

3. That till this profane age, it has also, 1 
think, been universally allowed hy all sober 
men, that a command of God, when suf- 
ficiently made known to be so, is abundant 
authority for the taking aw'ny the life of an^ 
person whomsoever, I doubt both ancient 
and modern princes, generals of armies, and 
judges, even those of the best reputation also, 
have ventured to take many men’s lives away 
upon much less authority ; nor indeed do the 
most sceptical of tlie moderns care to deny 
this authority directly ; they rather take a 
method of objecting somewhat more plausible, 
though it amounts to much the same : they 
say that the apparent disagreement of any 
command to the moral attributes of God, such 
as this of the slaughter of an only child seems 
plainly to be, will be a greater evidence fh.il 
such a command does not come from Go<l, 
than any pretended revelation can* be that it 
does; but as to this matter, although divine 
revelations have now so long ceased, that we 
are not well acquainted with tlie manner of 
conveying such revelations with certainty to 
men, and by consequence the apparent disa- 
greement of a command with the moral attri- 
butes of God, ought at present, generally, if 
not constantly, to deter men from acting upon 
such a pretended revelation, yet was there no 
such uncertainty in the days of the old pro- 
phets of God, or of Abraham, the friend of 
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lod (laa. xh, 8), wlio are over found to 
have had an entire certainty of those their re- 
velations ; and what evidently shows they 
were not deceived, is this, that the events and 
consequences of things afterwards always cor- 
responded, and secured them of the truth of 
such divine revelations. Thus the first mira- 
culous \oice from heaven (Gen. xxii. 11, 
12), calling to Abraham not to execute this 
command, and the performance of those emi- 
nent promises made by the second voice 
(Gen, xxii. 17, l8), on account of his obe- 
dience to that command, are denmnstrations 
that Abraham’s commission for what he did 
was truly divine, and are an entire justifica- 
tion of his conduct in this matter. The 
words of the first voice from heaven will 
come hereafter to be set down in a fitter place ; 
but the glorious promises made to Abraham’s 
ol)cdience by the second voice, must here be 
produced from verse 15 — 18. “And the 
angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out 
of heaven the second time, and said, By my- 
self have 1 sworn, saith the Lord ; forbecausc 
thou hast done this thing, and hast not with- 
held thy son, thine only son, from me, that in 
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying 
I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, 
and as the sand winch is upon the sea-shore; 
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enc 
mies ; and in thy seed sliall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed, because thou hast obeyed 
iny voice.” Every one of which promises have 
been eminently fulfilled ; and, what is cliielly 
remarkable, the last and in’incipal of them, 
that m Abrahani s SEKli all the nations of the 
earth should he blessed, was never j)roiniscd till 
this time. It had liccn twice promised him 
(chap. xii. 3; and xviii. 18), that i?i himself 
shovld all the families (f the earth be blessed / but 
Itiat this blessing was to belong to future times, 
and to be bestowed by the means of one of his 
late posterity, the Messias, that great son and 
seed of Abraham only, was never revealed be- 
fore, but on suc’li an amazing instiuicc of his 
faith and obclfience as was this his readt. 
ness to offer up. his only begotten son Isaac, 
was now first promised, and has been long 
ago performed in the birth of Jesus of Nazar- 
eth, the son tf David, the son of Abraham 
(Matt. i. 1), which highly deserves our obser- 
vatioii in this place; nor can we suppose (hat 
any thing else than clear conviction that this 
command* came from God could induce so 
good a man and so tender a father as Abra- 
ham was, to sacrifice his own beloved son, and 
to lose thereby all the comfort he received 
from him at present, and all the expectation 
he had of a numerous and happy posterity 
from him hereafter. 

4. That long before the days of Abraham, 
the demons or heathen gods had required and 
received human sacrifices, and particularly 
that of the offerer’s own children, and this 
both before and after the Deluge. This prac- 


tice had been indeed so long left off in Egypt, 
and the custom of sacrificing animals there was 
confined to so few kinds in the days of Hero- 
dotus, that he would not believe they bad ever 
offered human sacrifices at all ; for he says,* 
that “the fable, as if Hercules was sacrificed to 
Jupiter in Egypt, was feigned by the Greeks, 
who were entirely unacquainted with the na- 
ture of the Egyptians and their laws ; for how 
should they sacrifice men, w'itli whom it is 
unlaw'ful to sacrifice any brute boast, boars 
and bulls, and pure calves and ganders only 
excepted?” However, it is evident, from 
Sanchoniatho, Manetho, Pausanias, Diodorus 
Siculus, Philo, Plutarch, and Porphyry, that 
such sacrifices were frequent both in Phoe- 
nicia and Egypt, and that long before the 
days of Abraham, as Sir John Marsham and 
Bishop Cumberland have fully proved ; nay, 
that in other places (thougli not in Egypt) 
this cruel practice continued long after Abra- 
ham, and this till the very third, if not also 
to the fifth century of Christianity, before it 
was quite abolished. Take the words of tlie 
original authors in English, as juost of them 
occur in their originals, in Sir John Mar- 
sham’s Chronicon, p. 7G — 78, .300 — 304. 

“ Chronus oflerofl up his only begotten 
son as a burnt-ollering, to his father Uranus, 
when there w'as a famine and a pestilence. ’’f 
j “ Chronus, whom the ITiaMUcians name 
Israel [it should be //], and who was, afte’. 
Ilia death, consecrated into the star Saturn, 
when he was king of the country, and had, 
by a nymph of that country, named Ano- 
bret, an only begotten son, whom, on tliui 
account, they called Jeud (the Phoenicians to 
this d.'iy calling an only begoiten son by that 
j name), he in his dread of very great dangers 
that lay upon the country from war, adorned 
j hfs son with royal apparel, and built an altar, 
laud offered liim in sacrifice. 

“ The Phoenicians, when they were in great 
dangers by war, by famine, or by pestilence, 
sacrificed to Saturn one of the dearest of their 
people, whom they chose by public suffrage for 
that purpose; .and Sanclioniatbo’s Phoenician 
history is full of such sacrifices,” [These 
hitherto I take to have been before the 
Flood.] § 

“ In Arabia, the Dumatii sacrificed a child 
every year.”|| 

“They relate, that of old the [Egyptian] 
kings sacrificed such men as were of the same 
colour with Typho, at the sepulchre of Osl- 
ris.”^ 

“ Manetho relates, that they burnt Ty. 
phoncan men alive in the city Idithyia [or 
llithyia], and scattered their ashes like cliaff 
that is winnowed ; and this was done pub- 

♦ Apud Marsh. Chron. p. 3i'3. 
t PniJ. Bib. ox Sanehon. p. 7^’. 
i Phi: Bib. ex Sanehon. p. 77. 

9 Porphyry, p. 77, 

I) Ponihyry, p. 77- 
f Diod. Sic. p. 
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licly, Olid at an appointed season in the dog- 
days,”* 

** The barbarous nations did a long time 
admit of the slaughter of children, as of a 
holy practice, and acceptable to the gods ; 
and this thing, both private persons, and 
kings, and entire nations, practise at proper 
seasons. ”f 

“ The human sacrifices that were enjoined 
by the Dodonean oracle, mentioned in Pau- 
sanias*8 Achaics, in the tragical story of 
Coresus and Callirrhoe, snfliciently intimate 
that the Phoenician and Egyptian priests had 
set up this Dodonean oracle before the time 
of Amosis, who destroyed that barbarous 
practice in Egypt. 

■■■■I bisque adytls hecc trlstia dicta reiortat : 

Sanguine placastis ventos, et virgine cam, 

Cutn primum lliacaa Danai venistis ad oras i 

Sunguine quaremli reditus, aniutaque litandum 

Argolka-^--— 

ViKo. yEn. ii. 1 13. , 

lie from the gods this dreadful answer brought : ^ 

O Grecians, wlicn the 'I’rojan shores you sought. 

Your passage with a virgin’s blood was bought’. 

So must yovir safe return \)e bought again. 

And Grecian blood once more atone the n>ain. 

DRYOKN. 

These bloody sacrifices were, for certain, 
instances of the greatest degree of impiety, 
tyranny, and cruelty in the world : that either 
\>icked demons or wicked men, who neither 
made nor preserved mankind, who had there- 
fore no right over them, nor were they able 
to make them amends in the next w'orld for 
what they thus lost or suffered in this, should, 
after so inhuman a manner, command the 
taking away the lives of men, and pdrticular- 
ly of the offerer’s own children, without the 
commission of any crime j this was, I think, 
an abomination derived from him who was 
murderer from the beginning (John viii. 44) j 
a crime truly and properly diabolical. 

5. That accordingly Almighty God him- 
self, under the Jewish dispensation, vehe- 
mently condemned the Pagans, and sometimes 
the Jews themselves, for this crime ; and fo: 
this, among other heinous sins, cast the idola* 
trous nations (nay, sometimes the Jews too) ou 
of Palestine, Take the principal texts hereto 
relating, as they lie in order in the Old Tes- 
lament : — 

“ Thou shall not let any of thy seed pass 
through the fire to Molech. Defile not your- 
selves in any of these things, for in all these 
the nations are defiled, which I cast out be 
fore you,” &c. (Lev. xviii. 21.) 

** Whosoever he be of tlie children of Is- 
rael, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel 
that giveth any of his seed unto Molech, In 
shall surely be put to death ; the people ol 
the land shall stone him with stones.” (Lev. 
XX. 2.) 

“ Take heed to ^liyself, that thou be noi 

Phitar'h. p. 78. f Nonnu)li apud Phil. p. 76. 

X Cumherl. Sanction, p. 378. 


inarecl by following the nations, after that 
;hey be destroyed from before thee ; and that 
hou inquire not after their gods, saying, 
low did these nations serve their gods, even 
io v/ill I do likewise. Thou shall not do so 
nto the Lord thy God ; for every abomina- 
ion of the Lord, which he hatetb, have thej 
lone unto their gods; for even their sons 
nd their daii^^iters have they burnt in the 
ire to their gods.” (Dent. xii. 30, 31. See 
hap. xviii. 10, and 2 Kings xvii. 17.) 

“ And Ahaz made his son to pass. through 
he fire, according to the abominations of the 
leathen, whom the Lord cast out before the 
hildren of Israel.” (2 Kings xvi. 3.) 

“ Moreover, Ahaz burnt incense in the 
■alley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his 
ihildren (his son, in Josephus) in the fire, af- 
;er the abominations of the heathen, wliom 
he Lord had cast out before the children of 
sracl.” (2 Chron, xxviii. 3.) 

And the Sepliarvites burnt their children 
in the fire to Adrammclech and Anamelecb, 
:lic gods of Sepharvaitn,” &c. (2 Kings xvii. 
31.) 

** And .Tosiah defiled Topliet, which is in 
he valley of the children of Ilinnom, that 
no man miglit make his son or his daugliter 
:o pass through the fire unto Molech.” (2 
Kings xxiii. 10.) 

* Yea, they sacrificed their .sons and their 
daughters unto demons; and slied innocent 
blood, the blood of their sons and of thent 
laughters, whom lliey sacrificed unto the 
dels of Canaan ; and the land was polluted 
with blood.” (Psal. cvi. 37, 38. See Isa. 
Ivii, 5. ) 

“ The children of Judah have done evil in 
my sight, saith the Lord ; they have set 
their abominations in the hou.se wliich is call- 
ed by my name to pollute it; and they have 
built ibe high places of Tophet, which is in 
the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn 
their suns and their daughters in the fire, 
which I commanded them |^ot, nor camo 
it into my heart.” (Jer. vii. 30 — 32.) 

** Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God 
of Israel, Behold I will bring evil upon this 
place, the which w'hosoever iicareth, his cars 
shall tingle, because they liave forsaken me, 
and have estranged this place, and have burnt 
incense unto other gods, whom neither 
they nor their fathers have known, nor the 
kings of Judah, and have filled *this place 
with the blood of innocents. They have 
built also tiie high places of Baal, to burn 
their sons w'ith tire for burnt-otferings unto 
Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, 
neither came it into my mind,” &c. (Jer. xix. 
S~.5.) 

“They built the high places of Baal, which 
are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to 
cause their sons and their daughters to pass 
through the fire unto Molech, which I com- 
manded them not, neither came it into n.y 
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mind that they should do this abomination, take ellectual care, and that by a miraculous 
to cause Judah to sin.*’ (Jer. xxxii. 35. ^ iiUerposition also, to prevent the execution, 

“ Moreover, thou hast taken thy sons and and provided himself a ram, as a vicarious 
thy daughters, whom thou hast born unto substitute, to supply the place of Isaac imme- 
m^ and these hast thou sacrificed unto them diately ; — ** And the angel of the Lord called 
to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms unto Abraham, and said, Abraham, Abra- 
a small matter, that thou hast slain my child- ham ! — and he said, Here am I : — and he 
red, and delivered them to cause them to said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither 
pass through the fire for them ?” (Ezek. xvi. do thou any thing unto him ; for now I know 
20, 2J. See chap. xx. 26; 1 Cor. x. 20.) that thou fearcst God, seeing tliou hast not 
“ Thou hatest the old inhabitants of thy withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 
holy land, for doing most odious works of And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
witchcraft and wicked sacrifices; and also and behold a ram caught in a thicket by his 
those merciless murderers of children, and horns ; and Abraham went and took the ram, 
devourers of man’s flesh, and feasts of blood, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in 
with their priests, out of the midst of their the stead of his son.” (Gen. xxii. II — J.3.) 
idolatrous crew, and the parents that killed Thus though Jephtha (Judg. xi. 36 — 39) 
with their own hands souls destitute of help.” has, by many, been thought to have vowed to 
(Wisd. 4 — 6.) oflbr up his daughter and only child for a sa- 

6. That Almighty God never permitted, in crifice, and that as bound on him, upon sup*, 
any one instance, that such a human sacrifice position of his vow, by a divine law (Levit. 
should actually be offered to himself (though xxvii. 28, 29), of which opinion 1 was once 
he had a right to have required it, if he had myself; yet upon more mature consideration, 
so pleased) under the whole Jewish dispensa-ll have, for some time, thought this to be a 
tion, which yet was full of many other kinds 1 mistake, and that his vow extended only to 
of sacrifices, and this at a time when mankind her being devoted to serve God at the ta- 
gcnerally thought such sacrifices of the great- | hernacle, or’ elsewhere, in a state of perpetual 
est virtue for the procuring pardon of sin and virginity; atul that neither that law did cn- 
tlic divine favour. This the ancient records of join any human sacrifices, nor do w’e meet 
the heathen world attest. Take their notion w'ith any example of its execution in this 
in the words of Philo Bihlius,* the translator sense afterwards. Philo never mentions any 
i)f Sanchoniatho ; — ** It was the custom of the such law, no more than Josephus; and wdicn 
ancients, in the greatest c<alamities and dan- Josephus thought that Jephtha had made such 
gers, for the governors of the city or nation, a vow, and executed it, lie is so far from liint- 
ler to advert the destruction of all to do- |ing at its being done in compliance with any 
vote their beloved son to he slain, as a price ' law of God, that he expresdy condemns him 
of redemption to the punishing [or ave for it, as having acted contrary thereto ; or, in 

demons; and those so devoted were killed after his own words, f “as liaving olfered an obla- 
a mystical manner.” This the history of the tion neither conforvnable to the law, nor ac- 
king of IMoah (2 Kings iii. 27), when he was ceptahic to God, nor weighing with hitnself 
in great distress'in his war against Israel and what o})inioii the hearers would have of such 
Jmlah, informs us of ; who then “ took his a practice.” 

eldest son, that should have reigned in his 7. That Isaac being at this time, according 
stead, ayd offered him for a burnt-olfeiing to Josephus,^ who is herein justly followed by 
upoi\ the city-w'all.” This also the Jewasli .Vrchbishop Usher, ^ no less than tw'enty-five 
prophet Micah 'chap. vi. 6 — 8) implies, when years of ago, and Abraham being, by con- 
he inquires, ** Wherewdtli shall i come be- sequence, one hundred and twenty-frve, it is 
fore the Lord, and bow mvself before the not to be supposed that Abraham could bind 
High God ? Shall I come before him with Isaac, in order to offer him in sacrifice, but by 
burnt-offerings, with calves of a year old ? his own free consent ; which free consent of 
W'ill the Lord be pleased with thousands of the party who is to suffer, seems absolutely 
rams, and ten thousands of fat kids of the necessary in all such cases ; and which free 
goals ? Sliall 1 give my firstborn for ray trans- consent St. Clement, as well as Josephus, dis. 
gression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my tinctly takes notice of on this occasion, St. 
soul?” No, certainly ; “ Fur he hath shewed Clement J| describes it thus: — “Isaac being 
thee, O man, what is good; and what doth fully persuaded of what he knew was to come, 
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and cheerfully yielded himself up for a sacrifice.** 
to love mercy, and to bumble thyself to walk And for Jost.q>hus, after introducing Abraham 
with thy God ?” ® pathetic speech, laying before Isaac the 

it is true, God did here try the faith and divine command, and exhorting him patiently 
obedience of Abraham to himself, whether and joyfully to submit to it, he tells us^ that 
ihey were as strony as the Pagans exhibited ^ ^ 

to their demons or idols, yet did he withal + Aiitiq. b. i. ch. ii. 

^ Ush. Auual. ad A. M. ‘J153. 

I S. Clem. sect. 31. 

% Antiq. b. i, ch. xiii, sect. 3. 


# Apud Miu^h. \\ 76 
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“ Isaac very cheerfully consented ;** and then 
introduces him in a short, but very pious an- 
swer, acquiescing in the proposal; and adds, 
that “ he then immediately, and readily, went 
to the altar to be sacrificed." Nor did Jeph- 
tha (Judges xi. S6, 37) perform his rash vow, 
whatever it were, till his daughter had given 
her consent to it. 

8. It appears to me that Abrahutn never 
despaired entirely of the interposition of Pro- 
vidence for the preservation of Isaac, al- 
though in obedience to the command he pre- 
pared to sacrifice him to God. This seems 
to me intimated in Abraham's words to his 
servants, on the third day, when he was in 
sight of the mountain on wliich he was to 
offer his son Isaac ; “ We will go and worship, 
and wu will come again to you." As also in 
his answer to his son, when he inquired. 

Behold, the fire and the wood ; but where 
is the iamb for a burnt-offering ? — and Abra- 
ham said, My son, God will provide himself 
a lamb for a burnt-offering.’' (Gen, xxii, 5 
— 7.) Both these passages look to me some- 
what like such an expectation. However, 

9. It appears most evident that Abraham, 
and I suppose Isaac also, firmly believed, 
that if God should permit Isaac to be actually 
slain a sacrifice, he w'ould certainly and 
speedily raise him again from the dead. 
This, to he sure, is supposed in the words al- 
ready quoted, that both " he and his son 
would go and w’or.sfiip, and come again to 
the servants;" and is clearly and justly col- 
lected from this history by the author to the 
Hebrews (chap. xi. 17, 18, 19) : " By faith, 
Abraham, when lie was tried, oflcred upj 
Isaac ; and he that had received the | 
offered up his only begotten, of whom it was 
said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called, 
accounting [or reasoning] that God was able 
to raise him from the dead." And this rea- 
soning was at once very obvious and wholly 
undeniable, that since God was truth itself, 
and had over and over promised that he 
would “ multiply Abraham exceedingly; 
that he should he a father of many nations ; 
that his name should be no longer Abram 
but Abraham, because a father of many na- 
tions God had made him," &c. ; that Sarai 
his wife should be called Sarah ; that he 
would b!e:8 her, and give Abraham a son also 
of her;" and that “ he would bless him ; and 
she should become nations ; and kings of 
people should be of her," Ac. (Gen. xvii, 
2,* 4, 5, 8, 16); and that "in Isaac should his 
seed be called" (Gen. xxi. 12): — and since 
withal it is here supposed that Isaac was to 
be slain as a sacrifice before be was married, 
or had any seed, God was, for certain, oblig- 
ed by his promises, in these circumstances, 
to raise Isaac again from tiie dead ; and this 
w as an eminent instance of that Jiiitfi whereby 
" Abraham believed God, and it was imput- 
ed to him for righteousness" (Gen. xv. 6). 


viz. that if God should permit Isaac to be sa- 
crificed, he would certainly and quickly raise 
him up agaitf from the dead, " from whence 
also he received him in a figure," as the au- 
thor to the Hebrews (chap. xi. 1 9) here just- 
ly observes. 

10. That the firm and just foundation of 
Abraham’s faith and assurance in God for 
such a resurrection was this, besides the gene- 
ral consideration of the divine veracity, that 
during the whole time of his sojourning in 
strange countries, in Canaan and Egypt, ever 
since he had been called out of Chaldea or 
Mesopotamia at seventy -five years of age 
(Gen. xii 4), he had had constant experience 
of a special, of an over-ruling, of a kind and 
gracious Providence over him, till his 
125th year, which, against all human views, 
had continually blessed him and enriched 
him, and, in his elder age, had given him 
first Ishmaelby Ilagar, and afterw ard proinis. 
cd him Isaac to " spring from his own body 
now dead, .‘ind from the deadness of Sarah’s 
womb (Rom. iv 19), when she was past age 
(Heb. xi. 11), and when it ceased to bo 
with Sarah after the manner of women ((ien. 
xviii. 11), and had actually performed that 
and every other promise, how improbable so- 
ever that performance had appeared, he had 
ever made to him, and this during fifty en- 
tire years together ; so that although, at his 
first t*xit out of Chaldea or Mesopotamia, he 
might have been tempted to stn^srer 
such a promise of 6W, throvp^h unbdif 
yet might he r.ow, after fifty years* constant 
experience, be justly slro}\if in J'dithy givini^ 

to Gody as beittf! pf-'^suadedy that 

u’hat God had promised (the resurieclion of 
Isaac) he was both able and wUtbig to peform, 
(Rom, iv. 20, 21.) 

11. That this assurance" therefore, that 
God, if he permitted Isaac to be slain, aid 
infallibly raise him again from the dead, en- 
tirely alters the state of the case of Al>raham’3 
sacrificing Isaac to the true God, from that 
of all other human sacrifices whatsoever of- 
fered to false ones, ail those others being 
done without the least promise or pros])ect 
of such a n.'surreetion ; >d this indeed takes 
away all pretence of injustice iu the divine 
command, as well as of all inhumanity or 
cruelty in Abraham's obedience to it, 

12. That upon the whole, this command 

to Abraham, and w-hut followed upon it, 
looks so very like an intention of God to 
typify or represent beforeliand, in Isaac, 
a beloved or o/t/y begotten soHy what was 
to happen long afterwards to the gieat Sini 
and of Abraham y the Messiuhy the be- 

loved and the only begotten of the Futhery 
whose day Abruluvin saw by faith, biforehaud, 
and nyoiced to see it" (John viii. 56), vi/, 
that he, by the determinate counsel and 
forehiowlcdge f Gody should Oc crucijkd and 

' in, as a sacrifice, and should be raised 
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again the third (Acts ii. 22 — 32), and' ccs, in offering their children for sacrifices 


at Jeru-ialein also ; and that in the mean 
time, God would accept of the sacrifices of 
rams and the like animals, at the same city 
Jerusalem, that one cannot easily avoid the 
application. This seems the reason why A • 
braham was obliged to go to the land of 
Moriah, or Jerusalem, and why it is noted 
that it was the third day ((’en. xxii. .2, 4) 
that he came to the place, which implies that 
the return back, after the slaying of the sa- 
crifice, would naturally be the third day 
also ; and why this sacrifice was not Ishmael 
the son after the Jlesh only, but Isaac the 
son by jrroinbtc, the beloved sm of Abraham ; 
and why Isaac was styled the only jon, or only 
begotleh sow of Abraham (Ileb. xi. 17), though 
he had Ishtnacl besides; and why Isaac 
himself was to bear the loood on which he was 
to be sacrificed (Gen. xxIi. 6; Jolm xix. 
17) ; and why the place was no other than 
the land of Moriah^ or vision^ i. e. most probab- 
ly a place where the Shechinah or Messiah had 
been iw/t, and God by him worshipped, even 
before the days of Abrahatn, and where late- 
ly lived, and perhaps now lived, Mclehise- 
deck, the grand type of the Messiah (who 
might then, possibly be present at the sacri- 
fice) ; and why this sacrifice was to be offered 
either on the mountain called afterwards dis- 
tinctly Moriahi where the temple stood, an 
ffhcreall the Mosaic sacrifices vvero nfterw’ards 
*to be offered, as Josephus* and the generality 
suppose, or perhaps, as others suppose, tliat 
where the Messiah himself was to he oficred, — 
its neighbour mount Calvary, Tliis seems also 
the reason why the rani was substituted as i 
vicarious sacrifice instead of Isaac. Tliesj 
circumstances seem to me very peculiar and 
extrn«)rdinary, and to render the present hy- 
pothesis extremely probable. Nor perhaps 
diil St. Clement mean any thing else, when 
in Ids fore-cited passage, he says, that “ Isaac 
was fully persuaded of what he knew w'as t 
come,” and therefore “ cheerfully yielde 
himself up for a sacrifice.’* Nor indeed doc 
that name of this place, Jehovah -Jireht whicl 
continued till the days of Moses, and signili 
ed God ivUl seet or rather, Gad will jrrovidt 
seem to be given it by Abraham, on any othe 
account, than that God would there, in tli 
fulness of time, provide himself a land) (tha 
Imnib of God (John i. 29), wh'u:h was to tak 
away the sin of the world) for a burnt-ojfcring 
But now, if after ail it be objected, that 
how peculiar and how typical soever the cir- 
cumstances of Ahraliam and Isaac might be 
in themselves, of wfiiich the heathens about 
thorn could have little notion, yet such a di- 
vine command to Abraham for slaying his 
beloved son Isaac, must however be of very 
ill example to the Gentile worhl, and that 
it probably did either first occasion, or at 
least greatly encourage, their w'ickod prac- 
• Ajitiq,. b. i, ch. xiii, secU 2. 


0 their Idols, 1 answer by the next consider, 
dion ; — 

13. That this objection is so far from truth, 
hat God’s public and miraculous prohibition 
f the execution of this command to Abra- 
lam (which command itself the Gentiles 
would not then at all be surprised at, because 
t was so like to their own usual practices), as 
well as God’s substitution of a vicarious ob- 
lation, seems to have been the very occasion 
the immediate abolition of those impious 
.acrifices by 'rethmosis or Amosis, among 
he neighbouring Egyptians, and of the su6- 
stUution of more inoilensive ones there instead 
f them. Take the account of this abolition, 
which w^e shall presently prove was about the 
ime of Abraham’s ofiering up his son Isaac, 
as it is preserved by Porpliyry, from Manc- 
tho, the famous Egyptian historian and chro- 
iiologer,* which is also cited from Porphy- 
ry by Eusebius and Tlieodoret : — “ Amosis,” 
.ays Porphyry, 1* “abolished the law for slay, 
ng of men at Heliopolis in Egypt, as Mane 
iho bears witness in his book of Antiquity 
and Piety. They were sacrificed to Juno, 
and were examined, as w-ere the pure calves, 
that were also sealed with them ; they were 
sacrificed three in a day. In whose stead 
Amosis commanded that men of wax, of tlio 
same number, should be substituted.” 

Now I have lately shown tl)at these Egyp- 
tians had Abraham in great veneration, and 
that all the msUom of those Eg^/ptiansy in which 
Moses teas afterwards learned, was derived 
from no other than from Abraham. Now it 
appears evidently by the fore-cited passage, 
tiiat the first abolition of these human sacri- 
fices, and the substitution of waxen images in 
their stead, and particularly at Heliopolis, in 
the north-east part of Egypt, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Btersbeba, in the south of Pales- 
tine, where Abraham now lived, at the dis- 
tance of about a hundred and twenty miles 
only, was in tlio days, and by the order of 
Tethmosis or Amosis, who was the first of 
the Egyptian kings, after the expulsion of the 
Plueniciaii shepherds. Now therefore wo are 
to inquire when this Tethmosis or Amosis 
lived, and compare his time with the time of 
tile sacrifice of Isaac. Now, if we look into 
my Chronological Table, published a. d. 
1721, we shall find that the hundred and 
! twent)’-fifth year of Abraham, or, which is all 
one, the twenty-fifth year of Isaac, < fulls into 
A. M. 2573, or into the thirteenth year of Teth- 
mosis or Amosis, which is the very middle of 
his tw'enty-five years’ reign ; so that this aboli- 
tion of human sacrifices in Egypt, and sub- 
stitution of others in their ~oom, seems to have 
been occasioned by the solemn prohibition 
of such a sacrifice in the case of Abraham, 
and by the following substitution of a ram 
in its stead : which account of this matter not 
t Apud Marsh. i». 301. 
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only takes away the groundless suspicions of direct occasion of puttj^g a stop to the bar- 
the moderns, but shows the great seasonable- barity of the Egyptians in offering human 
ness of the divine pro! .bition of the execution sacrifices, and that for many, if not for all, 
of this command to /.braham, as probably the generations afterwards# . 


DISSERTATION IIL 

TACITUS’S ACCOUNTS OF THE ORIGIN OF THE JEWISH NATION, AND 
OF THE PARTICULARS OF THE LAST JEWISH WAR; THAT THE 
FORMER WAS PROBABLY WRITTEN ysj OPPOSITION TO JOSEPHUS S 
ANTIQUnTES, AND THAT THE LATTER WAS FOR CERTAIN ALMOST 
ALL DIRECTLY TAKEN FROM JOSEPHUS'S HISTORY OF THE JEW- 
ISH WAR. 


Since Tacitus, the famous Roman historian, 
who has written more largely and professedly 
about the origin of the Jewish nation, about 
the chorography of Judea, and the last Jewish 
war under Cestius, Vespasian, and Titus, than 
any other old Homan historian : and since 
both Josephus and Tacitus were in favour 
with the ^me Roman emperors,— Vespasian, 
Titus, and Domitian ; and since Tacitus W’as 
an eminent pleader and writer of history at 
Rome during the time, or not long after, our 
Josephus had been there studying the Greek 
language, reading the Greek books, and writ- 
ing his ow'ii works in the same Greek lan- 
guage, which language was almost univer- 
sally known at Koine in that age ; and since 
therefore it is next to impossible to suppose 
that Tacitus could be unacquainted with the 
writings of Josephus, it cannot but be highly 
proper to compare their accounts of Judea, of 
the Jews, and Jewish affairs, together. Nor is 
it other than a very surprising paradox to me, 
how it has been possible for learned men, 
particularly for the several learned editors of 
Josephus and Tacitus, to be so very silent 
about this matter as they have hitherto been, 
especially when not only the cdrrespondei^e 
of the authors as to time and place, but the 
likeness of the subject matter and circum- 
stances, is so often so very remarkable : nay, 
indeed, since many of tlie particular facts be- 
longed peculiarly to the region of Judea, and 
to the Jewish nation, and are such as could 
hardly be taken by a foreigner from any other , 
author than from our Josephus,— this strange ' 
silence is almost unuccouutalde, if not inex- 
cusable. The two only other writers whom we 
know of, when such Jewish ofrairs might be 
supposed to be taken by 7'acitus, who never 
appears to have been in Judea himself, are Jus- 
tus of Tiberias, a Jewish historian, contempor- 


ary with Josephus, and one Antonins Juli. 
anus, once mentioned by Minutius Felix, in his 
Octavius (sect. 83), as having written on the 
same subject with Josephus, and both already 
mentioned by me on another occasion (Dis- 
sert. 1.) As to Justus of Tiberias, he could 
not be the historian whence Tacitus took his 
Jewish affairs ; because, as we have seen in 
the place just cited, the principal passa* e in* 
Tacitus of that nature, concerning Christ and 
his sufierings, under the emperor Tiberius, 
and by his procurator Pontius Pilate, was not 
there, as we know from the testimony of Pho- 
tiiis (Cod. xxx) and as to Antonius Juli- 
anus, his very name shows him to have been 
not a Jew, but a Roman. He is never men- 
tioned by Josephus ; and so probably knewr 
no more of the country or afl’airs of Judes 
than Tacitus himself. He was, I suppose, 
rather an cpitomizer of Josephus, and not so 
early as Tacitus, than an original historian 
himself before him. Nor could so exact a 
writer as Tacitus ever take up with such pool 
and almost unknown historians as these w ere, 
w’hile Josephus’s seven books of the Jewish 
War were then so common ; were in such 
great reputation at Rome ; were attested to, 
and recommended, by Vespasian and Titus, 
the emperors, by king Agrippa, and king 
Archelaus, and Herod king of Ch^lcis ; and 
he was there honoured with a statue ; and 
these his books were reposited in the public 
library at llome, as we know from Josephus 
himself, from Eusebius, and Jerome, while we 
never hear of any other history of the Jew’s 
that had then and tliere any such attestations 
or recommendations. Some things indeed 
Tacitus might take from the Roman records 
of this war. J mean from the Commentaries 
of Vespasian, w hich are mentioned by Jase- 
phus himself, in his own life (sect 6.5), 
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and some others from the relations of Roman 
people, where the affairs of Rome were con- 
cerned : as also other affairs might he remem- 
bered by old officers and soldiers that had been 
in the Jewish war. Accordingly I still suppose 
that Tacitus had some part of his information 
these ways, and particularly where he a little 
differs from or makes additions to Josephus : 
but then as this will all reach no farther than 
three or four years during this war, so will it 
by no tneans account for that abridgment of 
the geography of the country, and entire 
series of the principal facts of history thereto 
relating, which are in Tacitus, from the days 
of Aiitioclms Epiphanes, two hundred and 
forty years before that war, with which An- 
tiochus both Jose})luis ami Tacitus begin their 
distinct histories of the Jews, jireparatory to 
the history of this last war. Nor could Taci- 
tus take the greatest part of those earlier 
facts belonging to the Jewish nation from the 
days of Moses, or to Christ and the Christians 
in the days of 'i'iberiiis, from Roman authors ; 
of which Jewish and Cljristian affairs those 
authors had usually very little knowledge, and 
which the heathen generally did grossly per- 
vert and shamefully falsify ; and this is so 
true as to Tacitus’s own accounts of tiie ori- 
gin of the Jewish nation, that the reader may 
almost take it for a constant rule, tliat when 
Tacitus contradicts Josej)lius’s Jewish An- 
ikpiUies, he either tells direct falsehoods, or 
truths’so miserably disguised, as renders them 
little better than falsehoods, and hardly ever 
lights upon any thing relating to them that 
is true and solid, but when the same is in 
those Antiquities at this day ; — of which mat. 
ters more will be said in the notes on this 
history immediately following. 

HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 

KOOK V. CHAP II. 

Since we are now going to relate the final 
period of this famous city [Jerusalem!, it 
•iceins \)ioper to give an account of its origi- 
nal." — The inulition is, that the Jews ran 
away from the island of Crete, and settled 
rltet’iselves on the coast of Libya, and this at 
the (ime when Saturn was driven out of his 
kingdom by the power of Jii})iter ; an argu- 
ment for it isTetched from their name. The 
mountain Ida is famous iji Crete; and tlie 
neighbouring inhabitants are named Itlan, 
which, with a barbarous aiiginenf, becomes ^ 
the name of judeei [^Jewsj. Some say they j 
were a people that were very numerous in 
Egypt, under the reign of Isis ; and that the 
Egyptians got free from that burden, by 

• Most of tlicse stories are so entirely CTOunciless, and 
'o contradictory to one anotlicr, that they not tle- 
wrve a serious confutation. It is strange Tacitus 
Muld (lersiiadc himself thus crudely to set them down. 


sending them into the adjacent countries, un- 
der their captains Hierosolymus and Judas. 
The greatest part say they were those Ethio- 
pians whom fear and hatred obliged to change 
their habitations, in the reign of king Ce- 
pheus.h There are those who report that 
they were Assyrians, who, wanting lands, got 
together, and obtained part of Egypt, and 
soon afterward settled themselves in cities of 
their own, m the land of the Hebrews, and 
the parts of Syria that lay nearest to thcra,*^ 
Others pretend their origin to be more emi- 
nent, and that the Solymi, a people celebrat- 
ed in Homer’s poems, w'erc the founders of 
this nation, and gave this their own name Hie- 
rosolyma to the city which they built there. ‘ 

Chap. III.] Many authors agree, that 
when once an infectious distemper was arisen 
in Egypt, and made men’s bodies impure, 
Bocchoris, their king, went to the oracle ot 
[Jupiter] Hammon, and begged he would 
grant him some relief against this evil, and 
that he was enjoined to purge his nation of 
them, and to banish this kind of men into o- 
thor countries, as hateful to the gods.^ That 
when he had sought for, and gotten them all 
together, they were left in a vast desert ; that 
hereupon the rest devoted themselves to weep- 
ing and inactivity; but one of those exiles, 
Moses by name, advised them to look for no 
assistance from any of the gods, or from any 
of mankind, since they had been abandoned by 
both, but made them believe in him, as in a 
celestial leader,^ by whose help they had al 

•ady gotten clear of their present miseries. 
They agreed to it; and though they were un- 
acquainted with every thing, they began their 
journey at random; but nothing tired them 
so much as the want of water ; and now they 
laid themselves down on the ground to a great 
extent, as just ready to perish, when a herd 
of wiki asses, came from feeding, and went 
to a rock overshadowed by a giove of trees, 
Moses followed them, as conjecturing that 
tiicre was [thereabouts] some grassy soil, 
and so he opened large sources of water 
for thcin.S That was an ease to them ; and 
when they had journeyed continually sixh cn- 

«» One would wonder how Tacitus, or any heathen, 
could siipi ose the Atric.m Kthiopiaiis under Cepheus, 
who arc known to he blacks, could be the parents of 
the Jews, who aic knowai to be whites. 

c This account comes nearest the truth, and this 
Tacitus might have from Josephus, only disguised by 
himself. 

this I'acitus might have out of Josephus, Antiq. 
b. vii, ch. iii, sect. 2.' 

• Strange doctrine to Josephus 1 who truly observes 
.... this occasion, that the gods are angry, not at bodily 
imperfections, but at wicked practices. Apiou, b. i, 
sect. 28. 

f Vhis believing in Moses as in a celestial leader, 
seems a blind ctinmssion of'l'acitus that Moses professed 
\ to have his laws from tiod. 

1 * Tljii looks also like a plain confession of Tacitus, 

that .M<v?cs brought the Jews water out of a rock in 
great plenty, wJiieh he might have from Josephus. 
Antiq. h. iii, ch. i, sect. 7. 

Mrange iudceil 1 that 600,000 men should travel a* 
; hove 2(.0 miles, over the deserts of Arabia, in six days. 
■ and compiev Judea on the seventh 

3 H ^ 
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tire days, on the seventh day they drove out 
the inhabitants, and obtained those land 
wherein their city and temple were dedicat> 
ed. 

Chap. IV.] As for Moses, in order to se- 
cure the nation firmly to himself, he ordained 
new rites, and such as were contrary to those 
of other men. All things are with them pro- 
fane which with us arc sacred : and a;j;;ain, 
those practices are allowed among them which 
are by us esteemed most abominable. ‘ 

They place the image of that animal in 
their most holy place, by whose indication it 
was that they had escaped their wandering 
condition and their thirst.^ 

They sacrifice rams by way of reproach to 
[Jupiter] Ilammun. An ox is also sacrificed, 
which the Egyptians worship under the nami 
of Apis,^ 

They abstain from swine’s flesh, as a me- 
morial of that miserable destruction which the 
mange, to which that creature is liabli 
orought on them, and with which they had 
been defiled."* 

That they had endured a long frininc 
they attest still by their frequent fastings:'’ 
and that they stole the fruits of the earth, we 
have an argument from the bread of the 
Jews, which is unleavened. " 

It is generally supposed that they rej>t on 
the seventh day ;** because that day gave them 
[the first] rest from their labours, Resides 
which, they are idle on every seventh year,'^ 
as being pleased with a lazy life. Others say 
that they do honour thereby to Saturn / or 
perhaps the Idaei gave them this part of their 
religion, who [as we said above) were expell- 
ed, together with Saturn, and wlio, as we 
have been informed, were the founders of this 
nation ; or else it was because the star Saturn 
moves in the highest orb, and of the seven 
planets exerts the principal part of that energy 


' This is not true in general, but only so far, that the 
fsraeJites were by circumcision and other rites to be 
kept separate from the wicked and idolatrous nati — 
about them. 

* This strange story contradicts what (he same Taci- 
tus will tell us presently, that uhen PornjK’y went into 
the holy of holies he found no iin;ige there. 

1 Thwe arc only guesses of Tacitus, or of hi.s hea- 
then authors, but no more. 

■“ Such memorials of what must have been very re- 
proachful, are strange rs to the rest of mankind, and 
wthout any probability. 

■ The Jews had but one solemn fast of old in the 
whole year,— the great day of expiation. 

® Unleavened bread wa-s only used at the Passover. 

p It is very strange that Tacitus should not know or 
confess that the Jews’ arventh day and sevrnth year of 
rest were in memory of the seventh or .Sahbatn ihiyV 
rest, after the six days of creation. Kvery Jew, as well 
as every (Christian, could have informed him of those 
matters. 

4 A strange hypothesis of the origin of the Salihatic 
year, and witliout all good foundation. Tacitus pro 
bably had never heard of the Jews year of Jubilee ; so 
he says nothing of it. 

' As if tne Jews in the days of Moses, or long before, 
Knew that the Greeks and Romans would long after- 
ward call the seventh day of the week Saiur^s day ; 
which Dio observes was not >o called m old time ; and 
it is a question, Whetlier before the Jews fell into ido- 
latry, tnev ever hearil of ^ 'a star or gwl as Saturn, 
ii^os V. ib ; Acta vii. 1.3. 


whereby mankind are governed ; and indeed 
the most of the heavenly bodies exert their 
power and perform tlic*ir courses according 
to the number Seven. * 

Chap V.] 1’hese rites, by what manner 
soever they were first begun, are supported 
by their antiquity.' The rest of their institu- 
tions arc awkward," impure, and got ground 
by their pravity j for every vile fellow', des- 
pisin.g the rite-s of his forefathers, brought 
thither their tribute and contributions, by 
which means the Jewish commonwealth w, s 
augmented ; and because among themselves 
there is an unalterable fidelity and kindness 
always ready at hand, but bitter enmity lo- 
w'ards all others they arc a people separated 
from all others in llieir food and in their 
beds ; though they he the lewdest n.itiun 
upon earth, yet will they not corrupt foreign 
women, y though nothing be esteemed unlaw 
fill among themselves. ^ 

They liave ordained circumcision of the 
part used in generation, that they may there- 
by be distinguished from other people. The 
proselytes to their religion have the same 
usage. ® 

They are taught nothing sooner than lo 
despise tlie gods, to renounce their country, 
and to have their parents, children, and bre- 
thren in the utmost contempt;^ but still they 
take care to increase aiul multiply, for it is 
esteemed iillerly utilawful to kill any of jliti/ 
children. * 

'I’liey also look on the souls of those that 
die ill hmile, or arc pul lo death for iheir 
crimes, as eternal. Hence conies their love 
of posterity and contem))t of death. 

They derive their custom of burying,*^ 
instead of burning llieii deail from the I 'gyp- 
lians ; they have also the same care of the 
dead with them, and the same persuasion a- 
bout the invisible world below ; hut of the 
gods above their opinion is contrary to theirs. 
The Egyptians worship abundance of animals, 
and images of various sorts. 

* That the sun, ino»,n, .tihI stars rule o\ er fheatTijus 
if mankind, was a heatiu-n, aiul not a .lewish iiotioii; 
loithcr .lews iwsr Chrisliaiis were penniited lo d. ai in 
istrology, tliough Tae'tus .seein.s to ha\e been «leej) in if. 

* This aeknowledgniciit of tiw aiUirioity of ^/o^c.s, 
liul of hi.s Jewi.sh settlement, was what ib.e heathen 
caied not always to own. 

* What itiose pretended .awkward and impure institu 
ions were, Tacitus does tiot inlbrin us. 

" Josephus shows the eontrary, as to the biw.s of 
Moses, Anion, b. fi. stvt. 22. 

y A hi^n, and, 1 doubt, a false connfiendation of the 
Jews. 

* An entirely fulse eliftractcr, and eontrary to thi it 
iiany laws against uncioanness. .See Josephus, Antiq. 

). ill, eh. xi, sect. 12. 

* The proselytes of justice only, not the proselytes 
of the gate. 

•> How docs this agree with that unalterable lidolity 
and kindness which 'Paeitus told us the Jews had to- 
irards one another ?— unless he only means that they 
preferred the divine eoinmands before their nearest re 
lalions, wliieh is the highest degtec of Jewish and Chris 
tian piety. 

e This custom is at least as old among the Hebrews 
rw the daysof .\brahatn and the eaveof Maeliphel.'i. long 
iK'fovc tlie Isiaelitcs went into Kgypt* Hen* xxiii. I— 
*(»• and XXV. 8—10. 
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The Jews have no notion of any more than 
one Divine Being and that known only by 
the mind. Tiiey esteem such to be profane 
who frame images of gods out of perishable 
matter, and in the sliapo of men ; that this 
Being is supreme and eternal, immutable 
and unperishable, is their doctrine. Accord- 
ingly, they have no images in their cities, 
much less in their temples; they never grant 
this piece of Battery to kings, or this kind of 
honour to emperors. But because their 
priests, when they play on tlie pipe and the 
timbrels, wear ivy lound their head, and a 
golden vine has been found in their temple, 
some have thought that they woi :,hippetl our 
father Bacchus, the ct)nqueror of the East ; 
whereas the ceremonies of the Jews do not at 
all agree with iliose of Bacchus, for he ap- 
pointed rites that were of a jovial nature, and 
fit for festivals, while the practices of the 
Jews are absurd and sordid. 

Chap. VI. j Tlie limits of Judea easterly 
arc bounded by Arabia; Egypt lies on 
soulh; on the west are Biioenicia and 
[Gre.it] Sea. They have a prospect of Syria 
on their nortli (piarter, as at some distance 
from ihem.o 

The bodies of the men arc healthy., and 
sucii as will bear great lal>ours. 

They have not many showers of rain : their 
soil is very fruitful; the produce of their 
land is like ours, in great plenty.'* 

They have also, besides ours, two trees pe- 
culiar to thetiiselves, the halsam-lvee and the 
palm-tree. 'I'heir groves of palms are tall 
and beautiful. The baisam-ireo is not very 
large. As soon as rtny hianch is swelled, 
the veins quake as for fear, if you bring an 
iron knife to cut tlieni. Tljey are to be o- 
pelted with tlie broken piece of a stone, or 
with the shell of a fish, 'riic juice is useful 
in physic. 

Lihanns is their principal mountain, and 
is very high ; and yet, wli.it is very strange 
to he related, it is always shadowed with trees, 
and never free from snow. The same moun. 
tain siqiplies the river Jordan with water, 
and affords it its fonntains also. Nor is this 

0 Tnesc are very vaUiable conees.'^ii'ns which I’.acitus 
here makes as to the uiisj)oiU\l \)u ty of tite Jewish tiulion, 
in the worsliip of one infi'nte invisible (iod, and .ibso 
lute rejection of all idolatrt , and of all worship of im- 
ages; nay, of the image of’lhe emperor Caius Iiimself, 
or of attbrding it a place in tlieir temple. 

• All these concessions were to he learned firom Jose- 

f ihus, and almost only from him; out of whom, tliere- 
ore, 1 conclude 'I'a. i'tus took the linest part of Ins I’lui- 
racter of the Jews. 

* This particular fact, that there was a golden vine 
in the front of the Jewish temple, was, m all prolwbili- 
ty, taken by Tacitus out of Josephus ; bi>r as the .b 
Ish priests were never adorned with ivy, the signal 
Bacchus,— how Tacitus came to imagine this 1 cannot 
tell. 

K Sec the chorography of Judea in Jost‘phus, Of the 
War, b. iii, ch. lii, wlieiuc most probably Tacitus 
framerl this short ahililgnu’ut ot it. It r*omes in 
both authors naturally before Vespjtsian’s first cam- 

paign. 

^ I'he latter branch of Ihis.'l'aeitus might have fron 
Josephus [Of the War, b. iii, eh. iil, sect. 2, 3, 4} ; 
other is not hi the present eon'»*s 


Jordan carried into the sea ; it passes through 
one and a second lake uridiminished ; but it 
is stopped by the third, i 

This third lake is vastly great i:i circum- 
ference, as if it were a sea.*^ It is of an ill 
taste; and is pernicious to the adjoining in- 
habitants by its strong smell. The wind 
raise.s no waves there, nor will it maintain 
either fishes or such birds as use the water. 
The reason is uncertain, but the fact is thus, 
that bodies cast into it are borne up as by 
somewhat solid. Those who can, and those 
who cannot swim, are equally borne up by 
it.' At a certain lime of the year " it casts 
out bitumen ; the nftnner of gathering Lf, 
like other arts, has been taught by experience. 
The liquor is of its own nature, of a black 
Colour ; and, if you pour vinegar upon it, it 
clings together, and swims on tlie top. Those 
whose business it is, t ike it in their hands, 
and pull it into the upper parts of the ship, 
after wliich it follows, without farther attrac- 
tion, and fills the ship full, till you cut it off, not 
can yon cut it off either with a brass or an iron 
n^trument; but it cannot bear the touch of 
blood, or of a cloth wet with the menstrual pur- 
guiions of women, as the ancient authors say ; 
but thouc that are acijuainted with the place 
assure ns, that these waves of bitumen are dri- 
ven along, and by the hand drawn to the 
shore, and that when they are dried by the 
warm su*;nns from the earth, and tin* force 
of the sun, they are cut in pieces with axes 
and wedges^ as timber and stones are cut in 
piece',. 

t-'Ha.*. Vll.'j Nv>i far from this lake are 
those plains, wliicii ai'C related t» have been 
of old fertile, and to have Jiail many cities” 
full of people, but to have been bmni up by 
a .stroke of lightning * it is also said that tlie 
footsteps of that destruction still remain ; and 
that the earth itself appears as burnt earth, 
and has lost its natural fertility ; and that as 
an argument thereof, all the plants that grow 
of their own accord, or are planted by the 
hand, whether they arrive at the degree of an 
lierh, or of a fiovver, or at complete maturity, 
become black and empty, and, as it were, 
vanish into asiiei*. As for myself, as 1 
am willing to allow that iIksc once famous 

• These aivouuts of Jord.-m, of the fountains derived 
from mount I.ibamis, mul of the two lakes it urns 
throogli, and its stoppage by tire third, are exaitlv a- 
;rcoable to Josephus, Of the War, b iii, ch. x, seel, 
, H. 

^ No less than five hundied 4ud eighty furlongs loeg, 
and one hundred and fifty brotid, in Josephus, Of the 
War, b. V, ch. viii, sect. J. 

> Strabo says, .hat a man could not sit\k into the 
water of this lake so tleep as the navel. 

“ Josephus never says that this bitumen was cast up 
at a certain time of the year only; and Smrbo s.iys the 
direct contrary ; but Hliny agrees with Tav-itus. 

“ 'I'hi? is exactly atvording to Jo.-cphus, and must 
have ticen taken from him in the place fore-eital ; luid 
that, particularly, because it is peculiar to him, so far 
as i know, in all antiquity, I’hc test thought the cities 
were in the wry same place whore now the lake is ; but 
Josophus anil Tacitus s;iy tlicy were in its neitrhliour 
boon outy which is Mr. Reland’s ouinion also 



DISSERTATION. JlL 


848 


cities were burnt by (ire from heaven, so 
would I suppose that the earth is infected 
with the vapour of the lake, and the spirit 
[or air] that is over it thereby corrupted, 
and that by this means the fruits of the 
earth, both corn and grapes, rot away, both 
the soil and the air being equally unwhole- 
some. 

The river Bclus does also run into the sea 
of Judea; and the sands that are collected a- 
bout its mouth, when you mix nitre with 
them, are melted into glass ; this sort of 
shore is but small, but its sand, for the use 
of those that carry it oflT, is inexhaustible. 

Chap. VIII.] A great part of Judea is 
composed of scattered villages; it also has 
larger towns ; Jerusalem is the capital city of 
the whole nation. In that city there was a 
temple of immense wealth ; in the first parts 
that are fortified is the city itself ; next it the 
royal palace. The temple is enclosed in its 
most inward recesses. A Jew can come no 
farther than the gates ; all but the priests are 
excluded by their threshold. While the East 
was under the dominion of the Assyrians, 
the Medes, and the Persians, the Jews were 
of all slaves the most despicable. ° 

After the dominion^ of the Macedonians 
prevailed, king Antiochus tried to conquer 
their superstition, and to introduce the cus- 
toms ot the Greeks ; but he was disappointed 
of his design, which was to give this most 
profligate nation a change fur the better ; and 
that was by his war with the Partbians, for 
at this time Arsaccs had fallen o/f [from the 
Macedonians]. Then it was that the Jews 
set kings over them, because the Macedonians 
were become weak, tlio Partliians were not 
yet very powerful, and the Romans w’cre very 
remote; which kings, when they had been 
expelled by the mobility of the vulgar, and 
had recovered their dominion by war, attempt- 
ed the same things that kings vised to do, I 
mean they introduced the destruction of ci- 
ties, the slaughter of brethren, of wives, and 
parents, but still went on in (heir supersti- 
tion : for they took upon them withal the 
honourable dignity of the higli-priestliood, as 
a firm security to their power and authority. 

Chap. IX.] The first of the Romans that 
conquered the Jews was Cneius Pompeius, 
who entered the temple by rigljt of victory. 
Thence the report was everywhere divulged, 
4hat therein was no image of a god, but an 
empty place, and mysteries, most secret 
places that have nothing in them. The 
walls of Jerusalem were then destroyed, but tlie 
temple continued still. Soon afterward arose 
a civil w'ar among us; and when therein 
these provinces were reduced under Marcus 

• A great (lander against the Jews, without any iust 
foundation. Josephus would have informed him bet- 
ter. 

p Here begin Josephus's and Tacitus’s true accounts 
of the Jews prelimuiary to the last war. See of the 
War, Protem sect. 7 


Antonius, Pacorus, king of the ParthianS) 
got possession of Judea, but was himself slain 
by Paulus Ventidius, and the Partliians were 
driven beyond Euphrates ; and for the Jews, 
Caius Sosius subdued them. Antonius 
gave the kingdom to Herod ; and when Au- 
gustus conquered Antonius he still augment- 
ed it. 

After Herod’s death, one Simon, without 
w'aiting for the disposition of Cajsar, look 
upon him tlie title of A7ng, who was brought 
to punishment by [or under] Qiiinctilius Va- 
rus, when he was president of Syria. After- 
ward the nation w'as reduced, and the child* 
ren of Herod governed it in three partitions. 

Under Tiberius the Jews had rest. After 
some time, they were enjoined to place Caius 
Caesar’s statue in the temple; but rather 
than permit that they took up arms which 
sedition was put an end to by the death of 
Ca*sar. 

Claudius, after the kings were cither dead 
or reduced to smaller dominions, gave the 
province of Judea to Roman knights, or to 
freed-mcn, to be governed by them ; among 
whom was Antonius Felix, one that exercised 
all kind of barbarity and extravagance, as 
if he had royal authority, but with tlie dis- 
position of a slave. He had married Dru- 
silla, the grand-daughter of Antonius: ;so 
that Felix was the grand-daiightcr’s husbanu, 
and Claudius the grand-son of the same Ah- 


ANNALS, BOOK XII. 

But he that w as the brother of Pallas, whose 
surname was Felix, did notact with the same 
moderation [as did Pallas himself. He had 
been a good while ago set over Judea, and 
thought he might he guilty of all sorts of 
wickedness with impunity while ho relied on 
so sure an authority. 

The Jew's had almost given a specimen of 
sedition; and even after the death o-f Caius 
w'as known, and they had not obeyed his 
command, there remained a degree of fear 
lest some future prince should renew that 
command [for the setting up the prince’s 
statue ill their temple] ; and in the mean time, 
Felix, by the use of unseasonable remedies, 
blew up tlie coals of sedition ink? a flame, 
and W'as imitated by his partner in the govern- 
ment, Ventidius Cumanus, the country being 
thus divided between them ; that the nation 
of the Galileans were under Cumanus, and 
the Samaritans under Felix ; which tw'o na- 
tions were of old at variance, but now, out id 

s They came to Petronius, the president of Syria, in 
vast numbers ; but without arms, ami as humble suji- 
plicants only. Sw? 'facitus j>rc-ently, where he afte 
wards sets this maUer almost right, according to .losi 

E hus, and by way of corrcetioii ; for that account is in 
IS Annals, which were written after this which is m 
his Histories. 
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contempt of their governors, did less restrain and difficult ; but rather from the nature of 
their Iritrcd ; they then began to plunder one the mountain and the obstinacy of the Jewish 
another, to send in parties of robbers to lie in superstition, than because the besieged had 
wait, and sometimes to fight battles, and with, strength enough to undergo the distrSses [of 
al to bring spoils and prey to the procurators a siege]. We have already informed [the read - 
[Cumanus and Felix]. Whereupon these er] that Vespasian had with him three legions, 
procurators began to rejoice ; yet when the well exercised in war. Histor. b. ii. ch. v.] 
mischief grew considerable, soldiers were sent When Vespasian was a very young man, 
to quiet them, but the soldiers were killed ; it was promised him that he should arrive at 
and the province had been in a flame of war, the very highest pitch of fame ; but what did 
had not Quadratiis, the president of Syria, first of all seem to confirm the omen, w'ashis 
afforded his assistance. Nor was it long in triumphs, and consulship, and the glory of 
dispute whether the Jews, who had killed the his victories over the Jews. When he had 


soldiers in the mutiny, should be put to death : 
it was agreed they should die, — only Cu- 
manus and Felix occasioned a delay ; for 
Claudius, upon hearing the causes as to thisj 
rebellion, had given [Qnadratus] authority to 
determine the case, even as to the procurators 
themselves ; but Qnadratus sliow’ed Felix | 
among tlic judges, and took him into his seat j 
of judgment, on purpose that he might dis- 
courage his accusers. So Cumanus was con- j 
demried for those flagitious actions, of which : 
both he and Felix had been guilty, and peace' 
was restored to the province. 


HIS f OR. BOOK V. CHAP. X. j 

** However, the Jews had patience till Ges- 
sius Florus was made procurator. Under 
him it was that the war began. Then Ces- 
titis Gallus, the president of Syria, attempted 
to api)ensc it, and tried several battles, butj 
generally with ill success. 

Upon his death,^ whether it came by fate, 
or that he was weary of his life, is uncertain, 
Vespasian had the good fortune, by his reputa- 
tion, and excellent officers, and a victorious 
army, in the space of two summers, to make 
himself master of all the open country and 
of all the cities, .Terusalein excepted. 

[Flavius Vespasianus, whom Nero had 
chosen for his general, managed the Jewish 
war with three legions. Histor. b. i. ch. x,] 
The next year, which was employed in a 
civil war [at home], so fur as the Jews were 
concerned, passed over in peace. When Italy 
was pacified, the care of foreign parts was re- 
viveo. TJie Jews were the only people that 
f.tood out; which increased the rage of [the 
Homans]. It w’^as also thought most proper 
that Titus should stay with the army, to pre- 
vent any accident or misfortune which the new 
government might be liable to. 

[Vespasian had put an ad to the Jewish 
war ; the siege of Jerusah?m war the only 
enterprise remaining, which was a work hard 

» Here seems to boa great mistake about the Jewish 
rtlTairs in Tacitus. See of the War, book ii, chap, xii, 
sect. 8. 

Josephus says nothing of the <leath of Cestius ; so 
I'aotus seems to have known nothing in particular a- 
bout It 


once obtained these, he believed it was por- 
tended that he should come to the empire,' 

There is between Judea and Syria a moun- 
tain and a god, both called by the same name 
of Carme/f though our predecessors have in- 
formed us that this god had no image, and no 
temple, and indeed no more than an altar and 
solemn worship. Vespasian was once offer- 
ing a sacrifice there, at a time when he had 
some secret thought in his mind ; the priest, 
whose name was BasUides, when he, over and 
over, looked at the entrails, said, “ Vespasian, 
whatever thou art about, whether the building 
of thy house or enlargement of thy lands, or 
augmentation of thy slaves, thou art granted a 
mighty seat, very large bounds, and a huge 
number of men.*’ These doubtful answers 
I were soon spread abroad by fame, and at tlu 
! time were explained ; nor w’as any thing so 
j much in public vogue, and very many dis- 
I courses of that nature were made before him, 

' and the more, because they foretold what he 
expected, 

Mucianus and Vespasianus went away, hav- 
ing fully agreed on their designs ; the former 
to Antioch, the latter to Cesarea. Antiocl 
is ihc capital of Syria, and Cesarea the capi 
tal of Judea. The commencement of Ves- 
pasian’s advancement to the empire was at 
Alexandria, where Tiberius Alexander made 
such baste, that he obliged the legions to take 
the oath of fidelity to him on the kalends of 
July, w'hicb was ever after celebrated as the 
day of his inauguration, although ^ the army 
in Judea had taken that oath on the fifth of 
the Nones of July, with that eagerness, that 
they would not stay for his son Titus, who 
was then on the road, returning out of Syria, 
cli. Ixxix. Vespasian delivered over the 
strongest part of his forces to Titus, to enable 
him to finish what remained of the Jewish 
war. Histor. b. iv. ch. li. 

* Josephus takes notice in general of these many 
omens or Vespasian's advancement to the empire, and 
. JLstinctIv adds his own remarkable prediction of it also. 
I Of the VVar, b. iii, ch. viii, sect. 3—9. 

! « This(z/M())/£>^ seems to imply that Vespasian was 

: proclaiinetl empeior in Judea before he was proclaimed 
' Alexandria, as the whole history of Joseph s implies, 
and tliC place where now Vespasian was, which was no 
other than Judea, requires also, though the inaugura- 
, tion-day might be celebrated afterward from his first 
proclamation at the great city Alexandria ; only then the 
Nones or Ides in Tacitus and Suetonius must be of 
June* and not of July. 
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During these months in which Vespasian 
continued at Alexandria, waiting for the usual 
set time of the summer.gales of wind, and 
staid for settled fair weather at sea, many 
miraculous events happened ; by which the 
good.wdll of Heaven, and a kind of inclination 
of the Deity in his favour, was declared. 

A certain man of tlic vulgar sort at Alex-^ 
andria, well known for the decay of his eyes, 
kneeled down by him and groaned, and beg- 
ged of him the cure of his blindness, as by the , 
admonition of Serapis, the god which this sii- | 
perstitious nation worsiiips above others. He j 
also desired that the emperor w'ould be pleas- 
ed to put some of his spittle upon the balls 
of his eyes. Another infirm man there, who 
was lame of his hand, prayed Ciesar, as by 
the same god’s suggestion, to tread upon him 
with his foot. Vespasian at first began to 
laugh at them and to reject them ; and when 
they were instunt with him, he sometimes 
feared ho should have the reputation of a vain 
person, and sometimes, upon tlic solicitation 
of the infirm, he flattered himself, and others 
flattered him, with the hopes of succeeding. 
At last he ordered tlie physicians to give their 
opinion, whether this sort of blindness and 
lameness were curable by the art of man on 
not? The pliysicians answered uncertainly, ^ 
that the one had not the visual faculty utter- 
ly destroyed, and that it might be restored, if 
the obstacles were removed . that the other’s, 
limbs were disordered, but if a healing virtue • 
were made use of, they were capable of be- 
ing made whole. Perhaps, said they, the 
gods are willing to assist, and that the 
emperor is chosen by divine interposition. 
How'ever, they said at last, tliat if the cures 
succeeded, Csesar would liavo the glory; if 
not, the poor miserable objects w'oukl only 
be laughed at. Whereupon Vespasian im- 
agined that his good fortune would be uni- 
versal, and that nothing on that account 
could be incredible; .50 he looked cheerfully, 
and in the sight of the multitude, who stood 
in great expectation, he did what they desired 
him ; upon which the lame hand was reco- 
vered, and the blind man saw iniincdiatcly. 
Doth these cures'^ are related to this day by 
those that were present, and when speaking 
falsely will get no reward. 

« The miraculous cures done by Vespasian are attest- 
ed to boili by Suetonius in Vch^Kisian isccl. 7) and by 
Dio (p. 217), and seem lo me well attested. Our Savi- 
our seems to .have over-ruled the lieatiicn oraele of 
Serapis to procure the divine approbation to Vespasir 
ailvancement to tlie empire ol Rome, as he suggest- 
ed the like appiobatioii to the advameineiit both of 
Vespasian and Tilus to Josejilius; which lwr» were 
to he his cluisen instrurnenis in bringing on tliat 
terrible destrueiion upon the Jewish nation, which 
he had threatened to execute by these Rom.'in arn 
Nor could any other Roman generals than Vespa 
and Titus, at that time^ in human probability, have 
prevailed over the Jew#, am’ desToyed Jerusa'lein, as 
this wlioic history in Josephus implies. Josephus also 
everywhere supposes Ve.s])asian and Titus raised up to 
command against Judea and Jerusalem, and to gu\crn 
the Roman empire by Divine rruviilcncc, and not in 
the ordinary way ; as aliu) he always supposes this de- 
struction a divine judgment on the Jews for their V.ns. 


BOOK V, CHAP. r. 

At the beginning of the same year, Titus 
Cajsar, who was pitched upon by his father 
to finish the conquest of Judea, and, while 
both he and his father w’ere private persons, 

I was celebrated for bis martial conduct, acted 
'now w'ltb greater vigour and hopes of reputa- 
tion, the kind inclinations both of the pro- 
vinces and of tlie armies striving one with an- 
other who should most encourage him. He 
was also himself in a disposition to show that 
he was more than equal to his fortune ; and 
when he appeared in arms, ho did all things 
after such a ready and graceful way, treating 
all after such an afTahIo manner, and with 
such kind words, as invited the good-will 
and good wishes of all. lie appeared also in 
his actions and in hir, place in tlie troops ; he 
mixed with the common soldiers, yet without 
any slain lo his honour as a general. ^ He 
was received in Judea by three legions, the 
fifih, and the tcntli, and the fifteenth, who 
were Vespasian’s old soldiers. Syria also af- 
forded him the twelfth, and Alexandria sol- 
diers out of the twenty-sccoiui and twenty- 
third legions. Twenty cohorts of auxilia- 
ries accompanied., as also eight troops of 
horse. ^ 

King Agrippa also w’as there, and king 
Sotiemus, and tlie auxiliaries of king Antio- * 
elms, and a strjng body of Arabians, who, as 
is usual in nafk)ns that are neighbours to one 
another, went with their accustomed hativd 
against the Jews, with many others out of the 
city of Rome, as everyone’s hopes led him, of 
getting early into the general’s favour, before 
others should prevent them. 

He entered into the borders of the enemy’s 
country with these forces, in exact order of 
war ; and looking carefully about him, and 
being ready for battle, he pitched his camp 
not far from Jerusalem. 

Chap. X.] When ibereforo he had pitched 
his camp, a.-> wc said just now, before the 
walls of Jerusalem, he pompously showed his 
legions ready fur an engagement.^ 

Chap. XI.] 'The Jews formed their camp 
under the very walls t> [of the city] ; and if 
they succeeded, tliey resolved to venture far- 
ther ; but if they were beaten back, that was 
their place of refuge. VMien a body of ca- 
valry were sent against lliem,^ anH w-ilh them 

7 This character of I'itiis agree: ex.aetly with th« 
History of Josepliiis u]M) 1 i ail ctcasions. 

Tiicsc twenty roliorfs ami eight troops of horse, are 
not directly eiiuificrated by Josephus, of the War, b. v, 
eh. 1 , sect. fi. ... 

• 'I'his word in T.aeitus, nompousiy showed }\\% legions, 
looks a.s if tliat pompous snow whieli was some months 
afUTwani, in Josephus, ran in his mind. Of the War, 
b. V, eh. ix, sect. i. . „ < 

«* These first bickerings and battles near the walls of 
Jerusalem, arc at large in Josephus, of the Aar, b. v, ch. 
ii. 

e Josephus distinctly mention# these horsemen or 
valrv, six hundrcii In number, among whom 
hail like to have lieen slain or taken prisoner, of tiw 
War, b. V, cli. ii, sect. 1 , 2, 3. 
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cohorts that were expedite and nimble, tho 
fight was doubtful ; but soon afterwards tho 
enemies gave ground, and on tho following 
days there were frequent skirmishes before 
the gales, till after many losses they were 
driven into the city. Tho Romans then be- 
took themselves to the siege, for it did not 
seem honourable to stay till the enemies 
were reduced by famine.^i The soldiers were 
very eager to expose themselves to dangers; 
part of them out of true valour, and many 
out of a brutish fierceness, and out of a desire 
of reward. 

Titus had Rome, and the riches and plea- 
sures of it, before his eyes; all which seemed 
to be too long delayed, unless Jerusalem 
could be soon destroyed. 

The city stood on a high elevation,^ and it 
had great works and ramparts to secure it, 
such indeed as vveresuflicicntforils fortification, 
li.ul it been on plain ground ; for there were 
two hills, of a vast height, which were enclos- 
e.l by walls made crooked by art, or [natural- 
ly] bonding inwards, that they might Hank 
the besiegers, and cast darts on them side- 
ways. Tlio extreme parts of tlic rock were 
craggy, and the towers, when they had th 
advantage of t!ie ground, were sixty feet 
high; when they were built on tiic plain 
ground tliey were not built lower than one 
hundred and twenty feet : tliey were of un- 
common beauty, and to tliosc who looked at 
them at a great distance, they seemed equal. 
Ollier walls there were beneath the royal 
palace, besides tho tower of Antonia, with 
its loj) particularly cons)Hcuous. It was 
called so by Ilerod, in honour of jMarcus 
Antonins. 

CUAi'. XII.] The tenipie was like a cita- 
del; having walls of its own, which had more 
labour and pains bestowed on them than the 
lest. The cloisters wherewith the temple 
was enclosed were an excellent fortification. 

7’hey had a fountain of water that ran per- 
petually, and the mountains were hollowed 
under ground ; they had moreover pools^ and 
cisterns for the preservation of the rain-water. 

They that \)ul\t this city foresaw, that from 
the ditference of their conduct of life from 
tlieir neighbours, they should liavc frequent 
wars ; thence it came to pass that they Irad 
provision for a long siege. After Pompey*s 
conquest also, tlieir fear and experience had 
taught them generally what they should want.6 

4 Snell a (teliberation rcsolutitin, with (his very 
reason, that it would bo dish()nouT.ablo to stay tdl the 
Jews were starved out by famine, is in Jost^phus, ot the 
Wtor, b. V, ch. xil, sect. 1. 

• Thisdcsri lption of the eity .lerusalem, its tw’O hills, 
Its three walls, ami four towers, &e. arc in this place 
at large in Josephus, of the War, b. v, ch. iv. Sec, also 
Poinpey’s Sie(»c, Anliq. b. xiv, eli. iv, sect. 2. 

f Of these pools, see Josephus, of the War, b. v, ch. 
xi, sect. 4. riie eistenis arc not mcntioiu*d by him 
here, though they be mentiomxl by travellers Sec 
Itelaud’s Palestine, tt>m. i. p. .>01. 

8 This is Tacitus’s or the llom.ans’ own hypothesis, 
unsupported by Josephus. 


Moreover, the covetous temper that pre- 
vailed under Claudius, gave the Jews an op- 
portunity of purchasing for money ^ leave to 
fortify Jerusalem ; so they built walls in time 
of peace, as if they were going to war, they 
being augmented in number by those rude 
multitudes of people that retired thither on 
the ruin of the othef* cities; for every obsti- 
nate fellow ran away thither, and there be- 
came more seditious than before. 

There were three captains, and as many ar- 
mies. Simon had the remotest and largest 
parts of (he walls under him. John, who was 
also called Bar Gioras (the son of Gioras), had 
the middle parts of the city under him : and 
Eleazar had fortified the temple itself. John 
and Simon were superior in multitude and 
strength of arms, Eleazar was superior by iiis 
situation, but battles, factions, and burnings, 
were common to them all ; and a great quan- 
tity of corn was consumed by fire. After a 
while, John sent some, who, under the pre- 
tence of ottering sacrifice, might slay Eleazar 
and his body of troops, which they did, and 
got the temple under their power. So the 
city was now parted into two factions, until, 
upon the coining of the Romans, this war 
abroad produced peace between these that 
were at liome. 

Chap. XII!.] Such prodigies i had happen- 
ed, as this nation, which is superstitious 
enough in its own way, would not agree to 
expiate by the ceremonies of the Roman reli- 
gion, nor would they atone the gods by sacri- 
fices and vows, as these used to do on the like 
occasions. Armies were seen to figlit in the 
sky, and their armour looked of a bright light 
colour, and the temple shone with sudden 
Hashes of fire out of the clouds. The doors 
of the temple were opened on a sudden, and 
a voice greater than human was heard, that 
the gods were reti-ing, and at the same 
time there was a great motion perceived, as it 
they were going out of it, which some esteem- 
ed to he causes of terror. The greater part 
had a firm belief that it was contained in the 
old sacerdotal books, that at this very time 
the ( ast would prevail, and that some that 
came out of Judea should obtain the empire 
of the world, which obscure oracle foretold 
Vespasian and Titus ; but the generality ol 
the common people, as usual, indulged their 
own inclinations, and when they had once 
interpicted all to forebode grandeur to them 

i> This sale of leave for the Jews to build the walls ot 
Jonisaleni for money is also Tacitu^s or the Romans 
own hypothesis, unsupported by Josephus. Nor is 
Josephus’s character of Claudius near so bad, as to othex 
things also, as it is in Tacitus and Suetonius. Dio says 
lie was far from covetousness in particular. The others 
seem to have misrepresented his meek and quiet tern- 

{ )er and learning, but without ambition, and his |p^t 
uiidncss to the Jews as the most contemptible folly, 
'see Antiq. b. xix, ch. iv, sect. 4. He was indeed much 
ruled at nrst by a very bad minister, Pallas ; and at last 
wis ruled and j^isoiiM by a very bad wife, Agrippina. 

I Ihese prodigies and more are at .arge in Josephus, 
of the War, h. vi, <*h. v, sect. 3. 
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■eWes, adversity itself could not persuade 
them to change their minds, though it were 
from falsehood to truth. k 

We have been informed, that the number 
of the besieged, of every age and of both sexes, 
male and female, was six hundred thousand, i 
There were weapons for all that could carry 
them ; and more than could be expected, for 
their number, were bold enough to do so. 
The men and the women were equally obsti- 
nate ; and when they supposed they were to 
be carried away captive, they were more afraid 
of life than of death. 

Against this city and nation Titus Ctesar 
resolved to fight, by ramparts and ditches, 
since the situation of the place did not admit 
of taking it by storm or surprise. He parted 
the duty among the legions ; and there were 
no farther engagements, until wliatever had 
been invented for the taking of cities by the 
ancients, or by the ingenuity of the moderns, 
was got ready. 


circle itself ; whence a commiseration arostf 
though the punishments were levelled at 
guilty persons, and such as deserved to be 
made the most flagrant examples, as if these 
people were destroyed, — not for the public 
advantage, but to satisfy the barbarous hu- 
mour of one man. 

4 ,*^ l^ince 1 have set down all the vile ca- 
lumnies of Tacitus upon the Christians as 
well as the Jews, it will be proper, before I 
come to my Observations, to set down two 
heathen records in their favour, and those 
hardly inferior in antiquity, and of much 
greater authority than Tacitus f I mean Pliny’s 
Epistle to Trajan when he w'as proconsul of 
Bitiiynia ; with Trajan’s Answ'er or rescrip 
to PJiny, cited by Tertullian, Eusebius, ana 
Jerome. 'J'hese are records of so great esteem 
w'ith Ilavercamp, the last editor of Josephus, 
that lie thinks they not only deserve to be 
I, but almost to be learned hy heart also. 


ANNALS, BOOK XV. 


PLINY’S EPISTLE TO TRAJAN 


Nero, in order to stifle the rumour [as if 
he had himself set Rome on fire], ascribed it to 
those people w'ho were hated for their wicked 
practices, and called by the vulgar Chriatians ; 
these he punished exquisitely. The author of 
this name w'as Christ, w ho in the reign of Ti- 
berius w as brought to punishment by Pontius 
Pilate, the procurator."^ For the present 
this pernicious superstition was in part sup- 
pressed ; but it brake out again, not only over 
Judea, w'hence this mischief first sprang, but 
in the city of Rome also, w'hither do run from 
every quarter and make a noise, all the fla- 
grant and shameful enormities. At first, 
therefore, those were seized who confessed ; 
afterward a vast multitude were detected by 
them, and were convicted, not so much as 
really guilty of setting the city on fire, but 
as hating all mankind ; nay, they made a 
mock of them as they perished, and destroyed 
them by putting them into the skins of wild 
beasts, and setting dogs upon them to tear 
them to pieces : some were nailed to crosses, 
and others flamed to death ; they were also 
used in the night-time instead of torches for 
illumination. Nero had ofl'ered his own gar- 
dens for this spectacle. He also gave them 
Circensian games, and dressed himself like 
the driver of a chariot, sometimes appearing 
among the common people, sometimes in the 

k This Inteiprctation, and the reflections upon it, arc 
In Josephus, or the War, h. vi, ch. v, sect. 4. 

1 The number 600,000 for the besieged is nowhere in 
Josmhus, but is there for the poor buried at the i)!!!)- 
lie charge, of the War, b. v, ch. xiii, sect. 7, which might 
be about the number of the besieged, under Ccstius 
GaUiis, thougl) there were many more afterward at Ti- 
tus’s siege, as Josephus implies, of the War, b. vi, cIi. ix. 
sect. 3. 

B This passage seems to have been directly taken 
from Josrohus’s famous testimony oonecrniiig Christ, , 
Mid the Christians, Antiq. b. xviii, ch. iii, sect. 3, of 
which see Dissert. 1, liefore. 


ABOUT A. D. 11 2. 

Sir, 

It is my constant method to apply 
myself to you for the resol ulioti of all my 
doubts ; for who can better govern iny dilatory 
w ay of proceeding or instruct iny ignorance ? 
I have never been present at the examination 
of the Christians [by others], on which ac- 
count I am unacquainted with wliat uses to 
be inquired into, and what, and how fa; 
they used to be punished j nor are my doubts 
small, whether there be not a distinction to 
be made between the ages [of the accused] ? 
and whether tender youth ought to have the 
lame punishment w'ilh strong men ? Wlieihei 
here be not room for pardon upon repent- 
ance?" or whether it may not be an advan- 
tage to one that had been a Christian, tha* 
he has forsaken Christianity i Whether the 
bare naine,^^ without any crimes besides, or 
the crimes adhering to iliat name, be to be 
punished ? In the mean time, I have taken 
this course about those who have been brought 
before me as Christians. 1 asked them w-he- 
tlicr they were Christians or not If they 
confessed that they w’cre Christians, 1 asked 
them again, and a third time, intermixing 
threatenings with the questions. If they per. 
severed in their confession, I ordered them 
to be executed for I did not doubt but, let 

“ I'll! now, it seems, repimtanee was not commonly 
allowed those that had been once ('hristinns; but, 
though they recanted anil returned to idolatry, yet were 
they commonly put to death. This was peisecution in 
pcrfeetion ! 

» This was the iust and heavy complaint of the an- 
cient Christians, that they commonly sufterctl for that 
bare name, without the pretence of any crimes they 
could prove against them. This was also ))ersccution 
in perfection ! 

p Amazing doctrine ! that a Ann and fixed resolution 
of keeping a good conscience should be thought with 
out dispute to deserve death, and this by such coinpa 
rativcly excellent heathens as Piiny ajid Triviau. 
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their confession be of anj sort whatsoever, 
this positiveness and inflexible obstinacy de> 
served to be punished. There iiave been 
some of this mad sect whom 1 took notice of 
in particular as Roman citizens, that they 
might be sent to that city.*l After some 
time, as is usual in such examinations, the 
crime spread itself, and many more cases 
came before me. A libel was sent to me, 
though without an author, containing many 
names [of persons accused]. These denied 
that they were Christians now, or ever had 
been. They called upon the gods, and sup- 
plicated to your image, which I caused to be 
brought to me for that purpose, witli frank- 
incense and wine ; they also cursed Christ 
none of which things, it is saidj can any of 
those that are really Christians be compel- 
led to do ; so I thought fit to let them go. 
Others of them that were named in the libel, 
said they were Christians, but presently de- 
nied it again ; that indeed they had been 
Christians, but had ceased to he so, some 
three years, some many more ; and one there 
was that said he had not been so these twenty 
years. All these worshipped your image, 
and the images of our gods ; these also 
cursed Christ. However, they assured me 
that the main of their fault, or of their mis- 
take, was this : — That they were wont, on a 
stated day, to meet together before it was 
.light, and to sing a hymn to Christ, as to a god, 
alternately ; and to oblige themselves by a 
sacrament [or oath], not to do any .thing that 
was ill j but that they would commit no 
theft, or pilfering, or adultery; that they 
would not break their promises, or deny what 
was deposited with them, when it was rccpiir- 
ed back again ; after whicli it was their cu 
tom to depart, and to meet again dt a com- 
mon but innocent meal,* which they had 
left otf upon that edict which I published at 
your command, and wiierein 1 had forbidden 
any such conventicles. Tliese examinations 
made me tlnnk it necessary to inquire by tor- 
ments what the truth was; which 1 did of 
two servant-maids, who were called Deaco- 
nesses : but still 1 discovered no more than 
that they were addicted to a bad and to an 
extrjvvagant superstition. Hereupon I have 
put oT any further examinations, and have 
recourse to you, for the alliiir seems to be well 
worth consultation, especially on account of 

« This was the case of St. Paul, who, being a citizen 
of Rome, was allowed to “appeal unto Ca'sarraiui 
was “ sent to Rome" accordingly. Acts xxii, 25 — 29 j 
XXV, 2.5 ; xxvi, 53 ; xxvii. 

» Amazing stupidity J that the emiwror’s image, even 
while he was alive, should be allowed capable ot divine 
worship, even by such comparatively excellent heathens 
as Pliny and Trajan. 

• Take here a iwallel account out of tlie Martyrdom 

of Polycarp, secti 9. The prtxx>nsul saiii, “ Hepro.ach 
Christ'’ Polycarp replied, “ Eighty-and-six years have 
1 now served Christ, and he has never done me the 
least wrong, how then con I blaspheme my King and ^ 
my Saviour?” I 

* This, mos* probably, must be some I'cast of Cha- 
rity." 


the number" of those that are in danger; 
for there are many of every age, of every 
rank, and ot both sexes, who are now and 
hereafter likely to be called to account, and 
to be in danger ; for this superstition is 
spread like a contagion, not only into citiei 
and towns, but into country villages also, 
which yet there is reason to hope may be 
stopped and corrected. To be sure, the tern- 
pies, which were almost forsaken, begin al- 
ready to be frequented ; and the holy solem- 
nities, which were long intermitted, begin to 
be revived. The sacrifices begin to sell well 
everywhere, of which very few purchasers 
had of late appeared ; whereby it is easy to 
suppose how great a multitude of men may 
be amended, if place for repentance be ad 
initted. 


THAJAN*S EPISTLE TO PLINY. 

My Pliny, 

You have taken the method 
which you ought in examining the causes ot 
those that had been* accused as Christians, 
for indeed no certain and general form of 
judging can be ordained in this case. Tliese 
people are not to be sought for ; but if they 
be accused and convicted, they are to be pu- 
nished ; hut with this caution, that he who 
denies himself to be a Christian, and makes 
it plain that he is not so by supplicating to 
our gods, although he had been so formerly, 
may be allowed pardon, upon his repentance. 
As for libels sent without an author, they 
ought to have no place in any accusation 
whatsoever, for that would be a thing of very 
ill example, and not agreeable to my reign. 

OBSERVATIONS 

UPON THE PASSAGES TAKEN OUT OF TACITUS. 

I. We see here what a great regard the 
best of the Roman historians of that age, 
Tacitus, had to the history of Josephus, while 
thougli he never names him, as he very rarely 
names any of those Roman authors whence 
he derives other parts of his history, yet docs 
it appear that he refers to his seven books of 
the Jewish Wars several times in a very few 
pages, and almost always depends on his ac- 
counts of the affairs of the Romans and Par- 
thians, as w'ell as of the Jews, during no fewer 
than 240 years, to which those books extend. 

II. Yet tloes it appear that when he now 
and then followed other historians, or reports 
cuncerning the Romans, the Parthians, or the 

a Some of late are very loth to believe that the Chris- 
tians were numerous in the secund century ; but this Is 
such an evidence that they were very numerous, at 
least in Bithynia, even in the begiiming of that century, 

I as is wholly undeniable. 
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.Tews, cliirfng lliat long interval, he was com- 
monly mistaken in them, and had hotter have 
kept close to Josephus than heaikeu to any of 
Ills other autliors or informers. 

III. It also appears highly probable that 
Tacitus had seen the Antifjnities of Josephus, 
and knew that the most part of the accounts 
he produced of the origin of the Jewish na- 
tion entirely contradicted those Antiquities. 
He also could hardly avoir! seeing that those 
accounts contradicted one another also, and 
were childish, absurd, and supported by no 
good evidence whatsoever ; as also, he could 
hardly avoid seeing that Josephus’s accounts 
in those Antirjuities were authentic, substan- 
tial, and thor(>ughly attested toby the ancient 
records of that nation, and of the neighbour- 
ing nations ah.o, which indeed no one can 
now avoid seeing, that carefully peruses and 
considers them. 

IV’. 'I’acitiis therefore in concealing the 
greatest jwt of the true ancient history of the 
Jewish nation, wliieb lay before him in Jose- 
phus, and producing such fabulous, ill-groinul- 
ed, and partial liistories, which he had from 
the heathens, acted a most unfair part ; and 
this procedure of ins is here the more gross, 
in regard he professes such great impartiality 
(Mist. b. 1. cb, i.), and is allowed indeed to 
have observed that imjiarliality as to the Ro- 
man afi'airs. 

V’. 'racitus’s hatred and contemptof God’s 
peculiar people, t!ic .lews, and his attachment 
to the grossest idolatry, superstition, and 
astral fatality of the llutuans, were therefore 
• strong in him, as to overbear all restraints 
of sober reason and equity ui tiie case of those! 
Jews, though he be allowed so exactly to have 
followed them on other occasions relating toi 
the Romans. ! 

VI. Since therefore Tacitus was so biller 
against the Jews, and since he knew that 
Christ was a Jew himself, and that his apos- 
tles, and first followers were Jews, and also 
knew that the Christian religion was derived 
into the Roman provinces from Judea, — it is 
no w'onder that his hatred and contempt of 
the Jew's extended itself to the Christians also, 
whom the Homans usnaily confounded with 
the Jews; as therefore his hard words of the 
Jew'S appear to have been generally ground- j 
less, and hurt his own reputation instead of 
theirs, so ought we to esteem his alike hanl 
words of the Christians to be blots upon bis 
own character, and not upon tlieirs. 

VII. Since therefore Tacitus, soon after 
tiie publication of Joscpliiis’s Antiquities, 


and in contradiction to them, was determined 
to produce such idle stories about the Jew's, 
and since one of those idle stories is much 
tlie same wu'th that published in Josephus, a- 
gainst Apion, from Manethonnd Lysimachus, 
and nowhere else met with so fully in all an 
tiquity, it is nios» probable that those Antiqui- 
ties of Josephus were the very occasion of 
Tacitus giving us these stories ; as w'e know 
from .Josephus himself, against Apion, b. i 
sect. 1, that the same Antiquities were the 
very occasion of Apion’s publication of his 
equally scandalous stories about theni, and 
which J<'sephus so thoroughly confuted in 
these two books, written against him; and if 
Tacitus, as I suppose, had also read these two 
books, his procedure in publishing such stories 
after he had seen so thorough a confutation 
of them, was still more highly criminal. Nor 
will Tacitus’s fault be imich less, though we 
suppose he neither saw' the Antiquities, nor 
the hooks against Apion : because it was very 
easy f»^r him, then at Rome, to have had more 
authentic accounts, of the origin of the Jewish 
nation, and of the nature of the Jewish and 
Cluistian religions, from the Jews and Chris- 
tians thcinselve?, who he ow'iis were very 
numerous there in his days; so that his pub- 
lication of such idle stories is still utterly iti- 
excnsrd)le. 

VI 1 1, It is therefore very plain, after all, 
that not w ithstanding tlie encomiums of several . 
of our learned critics upon 'racitiis, and hard 
suspicions.. upon loseplms, all the (involun- 
tary) mistakes of Josephus, in all his large 
\vorks put together, their (/unlitt/ as wx*ll as 
quantUtf considered, do not amount to near so 
great a sum as do these gross errors and mis- 
representations of 'racitus about the Jews 
amount to in a few pages ; so little rea- 
! son have some of our later and lesser critics l(» 

; prefer the Greek and Homan historians and 
i writers to the Ji‘wish, arul parlicidarly to 
■Josephus. Such later and lesser critics sliouUl 
: have learned more judgment and modesty 
I from their great father Joseph Scaliger, when, 
as W'e have seen, after all his deeper inquiries, he 
solemnly pronounces {De Ktuend. Tvnp. ]*ro- 
legoin. p. 17), that "Josephus was the most 
diligent atid the greatest lover of Iruih of all 
writers j” and is not afrai<l to jdlirm, that 
" it is mure safe to believe him not only as to 
the affairs of the Jew's, but also as to those that 
are foreign to them, than all the Grtek and 
Latin writers; and this because bis (idelily 
and compass of learning are everywhere con- 
spicuous ' 



Table ^ //«? Jewish Wiuguts and Measures, particularfy of fhnsp . 
mtr 7 iiiinu‘d in Josp:phus* Works. 


Of the Jewish Measures <}f Length. 


Cubit, the standard - - _ 

Inehi's. 

- - 2 1 




E'ect. Inc!)e% 

1 9 

Zerctli or large span, . - - 

1 0. 5 

- 

- 

- 

- O lOj 

Small span, 

- - 7 

- 

- 

- 

- O 7 

Palm or hand’s bread (h. 

- - 3. 5 

. 

- 

. 

- O 3i 

Inch or thumb’s breadth. 

- - 1 .16 


- 

- 

- o Lit; 

Digit or finger’s brcadtli, 

- - .87 

5 

- 

- 

- O .875 

Orgyia or fathom, - - - 

- - 84 


. 

- 

- 7 O 

Kzekicl’s Cannch or reed. 

- - 126 

- 

- 

- 

- lO 6 

Arabian Cannah or pole. 

- - io’8 

- 

- 

- 

- 14 O 

Schcenus, line or chain. 

1 680 

- 

. 

- 

140 O 

Sabbath-day’s journey, 

- 42000 

- 

- 

- 

3500 O 

Jewish mile, ----- 

- 8‘1(XX> 

. 

- 

- 

7CXX> O 

Stadium or furlong, - - . 

8400 

- 

- 

- 

700 O 

l^arasang, ------ 

- 2520<X3 

“ 

“ 


2l(XX) O 

Of the Jewish 

^feasnres of Cap 

ACITV. 


Batli or Kpha, - - - 

Cub. Inobo*!. 

- 807.274 


.. 

. 

Pints or Pound*. 

- 27.83 

Corns or Clioiner, - - - 

- 8072.74 

- 

- 

- 

- 278.3 

Seah or Sat on, - - - - 

- 269.091 

- 

- 

- 

9.266 

I'lilto according to Josephus, 

- 828,28 

- 

- 

- 

- 28.3 

11 in, 

. 134.54 

. 

- 

- 

4.4633 

Ditto according to Josephus, 

- 4 1 4. 1 2 

- 

- 

- 

- 14.3 

Omer or Assaron, - - - 

80.722 

- 

- 

- 

2.78 

Cab, 

44.S59 

- 

- 

. 

1.544 

Log, 

11.21 

- 

- 

- 

- - .39 

lileLrele.s or Syrian firkin. 

- 207 

- 

- 

- 

7. 1 25 


Of the Jewish Weights nntl Coins. 


\, s. d. 

Stater, Sichis, or shekel of the sanctuary, the standard, - - O 2 6 

Tyrian coin, cqu.il to the shekel, - »-_-0 26 

Bekah, half of the shekel, - -- -- -- -- -Ol 3 

Drachma Allica, one-fourth, - -- -- -- -- - 00 7.V 

Drachma Aleitandrina, or Darchon, or Adarchon, one half, -013 
Gerah, or Obolus, one-tv/entieth, 

Maneli, or IVIna — lOO shekels in weight — 21,900 grains Troy. 
jVlaiieh, IVItia, or Mina, as a coin, — <50 shekels, - - - - 7 lO O 

Talent of silver, — SCXXl shekels, - -- -- -- - 375 O O 

Drachma of gold, not more than - -- -- -- - 0 1 1 

Shekel of gold not more than - -- -- - --044 

Daric of gold, - -- -- -- - - I 04 

Talent of gold, not more than - - . - « 6^8 O O 
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Table of the Jjswish Months tn Jose2>hti8 and others, with t/ie S^ro- Mace- 
donian names Josephus gii)es them, a7id the names of the Julian or Homan 
Months corrcspoiiding to them. 


Hebrew Names. 

(1.) Nisan 
(2.) Jyar 
(3.) Sivan 
(4.) Tamuz 
(5.) Ab 
(6.) Klul 
(7.) Tisri 
(8. ) M archesvan 
(9.) Caslou 
(lO.) Tebeth 
(11.) Shebat 
12.) Adar 

) Vfsadar, or ilie 


SyrcvMaccdonian Names. 
Xanthicus 
Artemisius 
Daisius 
Panemus 
Lous 
Oorpimus 
Hyperberelceus 
13ius 
Apellaeus 
A udy naeus 
Peritius 
Dystrus 

ccond Adar, intercalated. 


Roman Names. 

March and April 
April and May 
May and June 
June and July 
July and August 
August and September 
September and October 
October and November 
November and December 
December and January 
January and February 
February and March 
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N. B. — THE FIRST NUMBER IN ORDER IS THAT OF THE BOOK; THE SECOND, 
OF THE CHAPTER ; AND THE THIRD, OP THE SECTION, OR SECTIONS. 


Aaron, Antlq. b- II, ch. xlii, sect. 1; b. xx, ch. x; Is 
made hiph-pric t, b. lii, ch. viii, sect. I ; his sons, 
ib. ; hisdcatli, b. iv, ch. iv, sccL 7* 

Abassar, or .Sauabasscr, Antlq. b. xi, c. iv, sect. 6. 
Abbarus, king of the Tyrians, Against Apion, b. i,scet. 


Abdastartns, king of the Tyrians, Again.st Apion, b. i, 
sect. 18. 

Abdemon, a Tyrian, Antiq. b. viii, c. v, 3? Against 
Apion, b. i, sect. 17, IH. 

Ab.lcnago, or Abednego, Antiq. b. x, c. x, 1. 

Abdun succce<ls Elon as judge, Antiq. b. v, o. vii, 1.5. 

Abel, Antiq. b. i, c. ii, I ; his sacrifice, ib. 

Abonarig, king of Charax Snaslni, .\ntiq. h. xx, c. il, 1. 

Abia, or Abijan, the son of Rcholioam, Antiq. b. vii, c. 
x, 3, b. viii, c, X, I ; succeeds his father, sect. 1; con- 
quers the ten tribes, b. viii, c. xi, 2, 3. 

Abia, king of the Arabians, Antiq. b. xx, e. iv, 1. 

Abiathar, the .son of Ahiineloch, Antiq. b. vi, c. xiv, G; 
saves his life, and flies to David, sect. 8 ; is high- 
priest, b. vi, 0 . xiv, 6; .and b. vii, c. v, I; aiul e. ix, 
!/; ami c. xi, 8 ; and c. xiv, 4; is deprived of the high- 
priesthood, b. viii c. i, .3. 

Abibulus, king of tlie Tynans, Against Apion, b. i, sect. 


•Vbigail, Antiq. b. vi, c. xiii, 7 ; married to David, sect.. 


Abigail, Amah’s mother, Antiq. b. vii, c, x, 1. 
Abinu,tbc son of Aaron, Antiq. b. lii, c. viii, 1. 

Abiiah, or Abia, tlic son of Rehoboam, Antiq. b. vii, 
j. X, 3; and b. viii, c. x, 1 ; succeeds his father, sect. 
4 ; conquers the ten tribes, b. vii, c. xi, 2, 3, 
.5bilaiTi,irudochus, or Evil .Merodach, Antiq. b. x, c. xi. 
Abinwl, Antiq. b. i, c. vi, 1. 

Abimclcch tyrannizes over the .Shechernites, Antiq. b. 
V, c. vii, I ; is expelled, sect. 3 ; he destroys them all, 
sect. 4 t is killetl by a piece of .a mill-stone, sect. 5. 
Abinadub, Antiq. b. vi, c i, i ; b. viii, c. ii, 3. 

Abiram, Antiep b iv, c. ii, 2. 

.-\bishag, a virgin, David’s nurse, Antiq. b. vii, c. xiv, 3. 
Abishai, Antiq. b. vi, c. xiii, 9. 

Abner. Antiq. b. vii, c. i, 4 ; son of Ncr, c. xiii, sect 1 ; 
Saul’s kinsman, b. vi, c. iv, 3; general of his army, 
b. vii, c. i, 3; reconciles the Israelites to David, b. 

vii, c. i, 4 ; is killed, sect. .5. 

Abram, dr Abraham, the son of Torah, Antiq. b. i, c. 
vi, 5; leaves t’haUiea, ami goes to Canaan.c. vii, sect, 
1 ; lives at Dain.'iscus, sect. 2 ; advises bis sums to plant 
colonies, c. xv; instructs the Egypti.ans in iheniathc- 
nmtieal science.^, e. viii, sect. 2; divides the eounl,ry 
between himself and Lot, sect. 3: Tiod promises him 
a son, c. X, sect. 3 ; he beats the Assyrians, c. x ; dies, 
0. xvli. 

Absulom, Antiq. b. vii, c. iii, 3; flics to Geshur, c. 

viii, sect 3 ; is lecallcd by a stratagem of Joab, sect. 

4, .5 ; rebels againa )avid, b. vii, c. ix ; pursues after 
him, c. X, sei*t 1 ; his army is put to flight, sect. 2; 
hangs on a tree by his hair, ib. ; is stabbed by Joab, 
and dies, ib. . , 

Acencheret, king of Egypt, Against Apion, b. I, sect. 

Aecnehres, queen of Egypt, ib. 


Achar, or Achan, is guilty of theft, Antiq. b. v, 10; is 
punished, sect. 14. 

Acliitopliel, or Ahlthophel, Alisa’ora’s favourite, Antiq. 

b. vii, c. ix, 2 ; g'ves evil counsel, sect. 5 ; hangs him- 
self, sect. 8. 

Achonlus, Antiq. u. xi, c. v, 4. 

.Acme, War, b. i, c. xxxii, C , ; her letters to Antipater and 
Herod, Antiq. b. xvii, c. v, 7 ; her death, c. vii. 

Aemon, son of Araph, or Ishbi, the son of Ob, of the 
race of the giants, attacks David, Antiq. b. \ ii, o 
xii, 1 ; is killed by Abi.shai, ib. 

Acruthem, or Hataen, Antiq, b. xi, c. vi, 7. 

Actium, battle at, Antiq. b. xv, e. v, I ; and c, vi, ] 
War, b. i, c. xix, I ; in the seventh year of Ileroil's 
reign, Antiq. b. xv, c. v, 2. 

Ada, the wife of Lamech, Antiq. b. i, c. ii, 2. 

Adad, a king of Damascus, Antiq. b. vii, e. v, 2, && 

Adam created, Antiq. b. i, c. i, 2; his fall, ib. 

Ader, or Hadad, an Idmncan, Antiip b. viii, e. vii, 6. 

Adonias, or Adonijah, pretends lo the crown, Antiq. b. 
vii, c. xiv, 4 ; lakes .sanctuary at the altar, sect. 6, 9} 
demands Abishiig to wife, b. viii, e. i, 1 , 2 ; is refused, 
sect. J. 

Adonibezek, king of Jerusalem, Antiq. b. v, c. ii, 2; 
is m.adc a pri.soiicr, and has his hands and feet cut ofl^ 
ai..l dies at Jerusalem, ib. 

Adoram, Antiq. b. vii, c. v, 4 ; and b. viii, c. ii, 9, 

Adrammclcch, Antiq. b x, c. i, .5. 

Adrasar, or Uadadezer, king of Sophene, or Zoba, An 
tiq. b. viii, c. v, I ; b. viii, c. vii, G. 

dSbutius, a dccurion, Life, sect. 24. 

wEgvpt named from a king, AgaUist Apion, b. 1, sect. 

^Egyptian kings called Pharaoh.s for i3():) years, till the 
reign of Solomon, Antiq. b. viii, c. \ i, 2. 

^Egyptians, famous before all other nations for wisdom, 
Antiq. b. viii, c. ii, 5 ; learned mathematics of Abra- 
ham, Antiq. b, i, c. viii, 2; their sacred scribes or 
priests, b. ii, o. ix, 2 ; they held it unlawful to feed 
oattlc, b. ii, c. vii, 5. 

vEgyqrtians’ false prophet put to flight by Felix, Antiq. 
G. XX, c. viii, 6 ; War, b. ii, c. xiii, 5. 

.^lius Gallus, Antiq. b. xv, c. ix, 5. 

.'Emilius Rcgulus, Antiq, b. xix, c. i, 3. 

/Eneas, surnamed .\rcias, succccda Obodas in Arabia, 
.^ntiq* b. xvi, c. ix, 4. 

/Ksopus, a servant, Antiq. b. xv, e. iii, 2. 

/Ethiopian commodities were slaves and monkeys, An- 
liq. 1). viii, c. vi, 5, &c. ; and c. vii, 2. 

/Ethiopians bonlering on the Arabians, Antiq. b. ix, c. 
V, 3. 

Agag, king of the Ainalekitcs, Antiq. b. vi, c. vii, 2 ; is 
Kiileil, aoi't. 5. 

Agar, or Ilag.ir, and Ishmael, arc scut away by Abra*- 
liam, Antiq. b. i, e. xiii, 3. 

Aggcu.s, or Haggai the propliet, Antiq. b. xi, c. iv. 5 
7 ; he propnecies at the rebuilding of the temple, 
ib. 

Agones, or games ev ery fifth vear, in honour of Caesar 
instituted by Hermi, Antiq. b. xv, c. viii, 1 ; War, h, 
i, c. xxi, 8 ; at the finishing Cesarea, Antiq. b. xvl, 

c. V, 1. 
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AgrippnV ^Marcus the Romani bounty towards the Jews^ 
idi, ili, 'i ; is sp'iend idly entertained by Herod, 
y a, 1 ; makes c^\ial returns to him at Synoite, 
2} his exi)edition to the Bosphorus, ib.; lus 
i f.eech to the Jews at Jerusalem, War, ii, xvi, 3, 4 ; 
no confirms their privileges, Aiitiq. xvl, ii, .5 ; his let- 
ter to the Ephesians, in favour of tlje Jews, c. vi, 
sect. 4 ; and to those of Cyrene, sect. 5. 

Agrippa the Great, or Elder, Herod’s grandson, Antiq. 
xvii, ii, 2; and xviii, v, 4 ; War, i, xxviii, I ; his va- 
rious adventures, Antitj. xviii, 5, 4, &c. ; is manaeleii 
and imprisoncii, c. vi, sect. 6 ; his future liberty and 
happiness foretold, sect. 7 ; is released and made lord 
of two tetrarchies, with the title of king, sect. It); 
gives Caius a sumptuous eutcrtaiinnenl .*it Rome, c. 
xviii, sect. 7t is sent by the senate to (Haudius, xix, 
iv, 1, 2; his advice to (’laudius, ih. &e. ; is sent back 
to the kingdom, c. iv, sect. 1 ; Claudius bestows on 
>.im almost all the dominions of his grandfather, c. 

• , sect. 1 ; his eulogium, c vii, sect. his bounty 
towards those of Uerytus, sect. 6 ; he treats several 
kings sp’endi'il/, c- viii, sect. 1; entertains C'esarea 
with shows, .uid appears himself uiion the stage in a 
magnificent dress, ami is applamlca as a god, sect. 2; 
dies soon after an unnatural death, ib. ; lus death and 
children, War, ii, xi, .5, (1. 

Agrippa, his son by (’ypros. War, ii, xi, fi; did not im- 
mcoiately succeed in liis fatlicr's kingdom, Antiq. 
xix, ix, 2; Claudius gave him that of liis uncle He- 
rod fof Chaleis], xx. v, 2; War, ii, xii, 1 ; to which 
he auded the tetrarchies of Philip and Ly.sanias, c. 
vii, sect. 1 ; he is hurl by a sling-.stoiie at the s ege of 
(I'amala, iv, i, 3; his letters to .loscphus, L.ife, sect. 
fi4; hi^ famous speech to the Jews, to dissuade them 
from a war with the Rotnaiis, War, ii, xvi, 4, .3. 

Agrippa, son of Felix and Drusilla, Aiiliq. xx, vii, 2. 

Agrippa Poiiteiis slain, W.ir, vii, iv, 3. 

Ahab, king of Israel, Antiq. vii, xiii, 1 ; is reproved 
by Elijah, sect. 8; fights with Beiiliailad, ami beats 
him, c. xiv, sect. 1« &e. ; pardons him, sect. 4 ; is af- 
terwards k lied himself by the Syrians, c. xv, sect. 5 ; 
bis sons, ix, G, 5. 

Ahaziah, his son, .\ntiq. viii, xv, G; and ix, ii, 2; vl 
sect. 3, 

Ahaziah, king of Judah, Anti^. ix, vi, 3. 

Ahaz, king of Judah, Antiq. ix, xii, 2. 

Ahijah, the prophet, Antui. viii, vii, 7; his prophecy, 
X, iv, 4. 

Ahikam, Antiq. x, ix, 1. 

Aliiinaaz, the son of Zadok, Antiq. vii, ix, 2 ; c. x, 
seel. 1, 3; high -priest, x, viii, G. 

Ahimelech, or .Aehiuieleeh the priest, or higU-pricst, 
slain by the order of .Saul, AntKp vi, xiii, 4. Aic. 

Ahitub, Antiq. viii, i, 5. 

Ahitojihel, or Aehitophel, Antiq. vii, ix; gives evil 
coun.iel, sect. 5; hang.s himsc’if, sect. 8. 

Ai bt?sicgtd, Antiq. v, i, 12; taken, sect. 15. 

Aizel, or Uzal, .Antiq. i, \i, 4. i 

Alans, War, vii, vii, 4. i 

Albinus, procurator of Judea, Antiq, xx, lx, 1. 

Alcimus, or Jacimus, the wicked nigh-iiricsi, Antiq. 
xiii, ix, 7; c.aluiniualBs Judas before Demetrius, c.x, 
sect. 1 ; dies, sect. G. 

Alcyon, a physician, Antiq. xix, i, 20. 

'Alexander l.ysimachus, the alabarch, Antiq. xviii, vi, 
3; and xix', v, 1 ; and xx, v, 2. 

Alexander, the son of Alexander by Gbphyra, War, i, 
xxviii, I. 

Alexander, the son of Antiochus Kpiphaiies, .Antiq. 
xiii, li, 1; surnamed B.i!as, ih. in note; king of Sy- 
ria, sect. 2; his letter to .lonathaii, ib. ; cng.iges in'a 
Ixittht with Demetrius, sect. 4 ; demaiuU I'toleiny 
Philomeler's daughter in marriage, c. iv, sect. 1 ; is 
killed in .Arabia, and his he.-ul wni to Ptolemy, sect. 
H. 

Alexander and .Aristobulus, Herod’s sons, nut in prison, 
Antiq. xvi, x, 5; strangleil by their father’s order, e. 

xi, sect. G; War, i, xxvii, G. 

Alexander, the son of Aristohulus, Antiq. xiv, iv, .5; 
War. i, viii, 7; troubles Syria, Aiillq. xiv, iv, J; 
makes war upon the Romans, War, i, viii, .A; Is 
conquered by Gabiims, ib. ; killctl by Poiiipey’s or- 
der, Antiq. xiv, vii, 4; W.ar, i, ix, 2 

Alexander .lanneus s'.Kveed.s his brother Aristobulus, 
W’ar, i, iv, 1 ; asediliuri raised against him, .Antiq. 
xiii, xiv, 2, dtc. ; his exinjdirion against Ptolcinais, c. 

xii, sect. 2; he is eallcil 'rhiacida.s, for his b-irbarou-s 
cruelty, c. xiv, sect. 2; dies of a quartan ague, after 
three years’ sicknc.s.s, c. xv, >ect. 5 ; War, I, iv, 8 ; lus 
sous, Hyrcaims .aMd Aris*<ibulus, Aniiq. xiii, xvi; 
War, i, V, 1. 

Alexander the Great, siicceexls his father Philip, Antiq. 
xi, xi’i, lOj conquers Darius, sect. 3 ; pursues his, vie- 
lories through Asia, ib. Ate.; :ends a letter to the 
high-priest at .lerusalein, ih. ; goes himself to Jsrusa 


I«u,. sect. 5 : his dream, ib. ; he adores the name of 
God on the high-priest’s forehead, ib. *, enters the tern 
pie, lb. ; grants privileges to the Jews, ib. ; the Panv- 
phylian sea gives way to his army, Antiq. ii, xvl, 5 
his arms ami armour kept in the temple of Diana, at 
Klymais, xii, ix, 1; his empire divided after his death, 

c I. 

Alexander, the son of Phasaelus and Salampsio, Antiq. 
xviii, V, 4. 

Alexander friberius) suecectls Casplus Failus as proc«i 
rator of Judea, Antiq. xx, v, 2; War, ii, xi, 6; is 
made procurator of Egypt, ii, xv, 1 ; c. xviii, sect. 
7; is made chief commander of the Homan army 
under Vespasian, iv, x, G; and vi, iv, 3. 

Alexander Zebin.i, king of Syria, is conquered by An- 
ti(K‘hus Grypus, and dies, Antiq. xiii, ix, 3. 

Alexandra, Alexander .laniicus’s widow, holds the ad 
ministration, after his death, Antiq. xiii, xvi, I ; falls 
sick and dies, sect. .4, 6; her eulogium, ib. 

Alexandra, daughter of Hyreanus, wife of Mexander, 
the son of Aristobtilus, Hyreanus’s brother, and mo- 
ther of another Aristobulus and Mariaiune, Antiq. 
XV, ii, 5 ; writes a letter to (’leojiatra, ih. : -ends the 
pictures of her son and ilaughtcr to Aiilonius, by the 
advice of Dellius, sect. G ; is feigned! y reconciled to 
Herod, sect. 7 ; is suspected by Heroil, c. iii, sect. 2 ; 
prepares to tly into Egypt, ib. ; bemo.an.s the death of 
Aristobulus, sect. 4; acquaints (Meopatra with the 
snares of Herod, and the death of her sou, sect. 5; is 
put into prison, sect. !); her indecent behaviour to- 
wards her daughter Markuniie, c. vii, sect. 4; is kill- 
ed by Heroirs order, swi. .S. 

Alexandra, daughter <>f Phasaelus and .‘Sai.unpsio, An- 
tiq. xviii, V, 4; is niarned to Timiiis Cyprius, ib. 

Alexandria’s causeway to the island Pharos, seven fiir- 
loiig’s long, Antiq. xii, ii, 12 ; a great part of that cily 
juteigiicd to the Jews, xiv, vii, 2 ; the Jews declared 
its ciazen.s on a brazen pill.ir by Julius Gaf.s.ar, e. x, 
sect. 1 , 2. 

Alexas, Sal()me’.s husbund, Antiq. xvii, i, 1 ; War, ’ 
xxviii, G. 

Alexas .Selcias, Alexas’sson, Antiq. xviii, v, 4. 

Alisphragniuthosis, i>r lialisphiiiginutliosis, king of 
Egypt, Against Apioii, i, seeL. 14. 

Aliturus, a Jew, Life, sect. 3. 

.AlJiatice between Ptolemy anti Antiochus, Antiq. xii, iv, 

Altar of incense, Antiq. iii, vi, 8; of burnt-offering* 
made of unhewn stone, War, v, v, G; Against .Apion, 

i, sect. 22. 

Amadetha, or Hammailetha, Antiq. xi, vi, 3, 12. 

Aiiialekitcs atitick the Israelites, Antiq. iii, ii, 1 ; arc 
conquered and plundered, st-et, 4, 5. 

Ainan, or Hainan, the enemy of the Jews, Antiq. xi, vl, 
1.3; his Ciiiet against the Jews, sect. 6; he orders a 
gallows to be ereeietl for Mordeoai, .seel. 10; is oblig- 
ed to honour .Mordeeai, ib. ; hi.s malicious design is 
laid before the king, .st*ct. 1 1 ; his edict countermand 
ed, sect. 12; he is himself hanged on the gallows, 
sect. 13. 

Aiiuirinus, or Omri, king of the Israclitics, Antiq. viii, 
xii, 5. 

Ama.sa, general of the army, Antiq. vi, x, 1 ; and xi, 1 .* 
the son of Jether, e. xv, sect. 1 ; killed by Juab, ib. 
c. xi, seel. 7* 

Amasia.s, or Amu/iuh, king of Judah, Antiq. ix, viii, 
4; e. ix, .sect, I ; makes war on Jchoa.sh, king of Is- 
rael, stiet. 3 ; is beaten, ib. and murdered in a conspir- 
acy, ib. 

Ainasias, or Maiuseiah, king Ahaz’s son, slain in battle, 
.\iuiq. ix, xii, 1. 

Amasixs, or Maaseiah, governor of the oily, Antiep x, 

iv, 1. 

.Amathius, Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

Ambassadors ^enl with pre.'.enLs to Hezekiah, Antiq. x, 

ii, 2; anilM.s.sador.sof Cite Jews, slam by the Arabs, xv, 

v, 2; this a viol.ition of the law of nations, sect. 3, c. 
vii, .seel. 5); amha.s.sador.s had a rigiit to sit among th ; 
Roman senators in the theatre, xiv, x, G. • 

Amlxtssage sent by Jon.ithaii to the Lacedemonians, 
Antiq. xiii, v, 8, sent by the Jews to Rome, xii, x, G. 

Ambition and avarici' causes of many mischiefs, Antiq. 
vii, i, .3. 

Amhivius, 'Mareu.sl procurator of Judea, Antiq. xviii 
ii, 2. 

Ameiiophis, King of Egypt, Against Apioii, i, sect, l.'i, 
2t;, 32. 

Aincssc.s, queen of Egypt, Against Apion, i, sect. 1.3. 

Aniinadah, Antiq. vi, i, 4 ; and xi, iv, 1 

Ammonius, Amiq. xiii, iv, G; killeil, ib 

Amnon, David’s son, Antiq. vii, iii, 3; falls in love with 
his sister 'rairiar, e. viii, sect, i: is slain by Absalom’s 
order, sect. 2. 

AmoriUs given to the trilws of Reuben and Gad, and 
the half tribe of .Maiiasseh, A’.iliq. iv. vii. 3 
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^innhUheatre bulk at Jerusalem, and another in the 
adjoining plain, by Herod the Great, Antiq. xv, viii, 

1 ; another at Jericho, xvii, viii, '2. 

Amram, Moses's father, Ant'o. ii, ix, 3. 

Amram, Antiq. xx, i, 1. 

Aniraphel, Antiq. 1, ix. 

Amutal, or Hanmtal, Antiq. x, v, 2. 

Anacharias, or Rabsaiis, a general of Sennacherib An- 
tiq. X, i, 1. 

Ananclus made high priest, Antiq, xv, ii, 4; deprivci 
of If, c. iii, sect. 1 , restored to it, sect. 

Ananias, son of iVebedius, made high-priest, Antiq. xx, 

V, 2; War, ii, xii.fJ ; e. xvii, sect. 2; his son Ananus, 
c. XI i, seet. 6 ; both sent in foLters to Rome, Antiq. 
XX, vi, 2 ; slain, together with his brother I' zckias, 
War, ii, xvii, 9. 

Ananias, (dilFeront from the forn.er,) Antiq. xi, iv, 0 ; 

son of Onias, xiii, x, 1; e. xii, seet. 2. 

Ananias, the son of Masambalus, high-priest. War, v, 
xiii, 1. 

Ananiis senior, made high-priest, Antiq. xx, ix, I ; his 
eulogium. War, iv, iii, 7. 

Ananus junior, the son of Ananns, made Iiigh-priest, 
Antiq. XX, ix, I ; l.ifc, seet. .3H ; War, iv, iii, 1) ; his 
speech to tile m'oph?, sect. 10 ; accused of tlie mur- 
<ler of James the Hisliop, Antiep xx, ix, I ; deprived 
of the high-prie-ilhood, il). ; his death, War, iv. v, 2. 
Aiiaruis [or Annas], son of ISetlr, made iiigh-priest, 
Antiq. xviii, ii, 1 ; (ic])osed. seet. 2. 

Ananus, son of itaniadus, one of Simon’s life-gn.ivds. 
War, V, xiii, 1 ; (lie- to rilus, vi, iv, 2. 

Ananus, governor tjf the remple, Antiq. xx, \i, 

Ananus, son of Jonathan, War, ii, xix, .1. 

Anchus, or Aehish, king of (iath, Antiq. m, xiv, 1. 
Aiulreas, captain «)f I’iiiladelphus’s lifo-gtianl, Antiq. 

xii, ii, 2, .), 4; Against Apion, il, sect. 1. 
Andnnriaehu.s expelled the court of Herod, Aitlnp xvi, 
viii, 3. 

Androuicu.s, son of Mcssalamus, Anli<p xiii, iii, 4. 

Auer, Abraham’s eonfedcratc, .\iUhp i, v, 2, 
Ayyet(vnr3-oei, or forcible pressure taken off the Jews 
by HtMtetriu.-*, Antiq. xiii, ii, 3. 

AngeU of (iod become fainiltar with women, Artiq. i, 
111 , 1 . 

Am iins, viuiq^. xviii, lx, I, 4, /i; killed by the Ranyl >• 

, iii.in.-., seet. 

Anna, or llamiah, the wifeot Klean.ah, Antiq. v, x, 2. 
Annihas, put to deuUt by Kadus, for a mutiny, Antiq. 
XX, i, 1. 

Annius (liUeius) takes (Jerasa, W'ar, iv, ix, 1. 

Annins Minueianus, Antiq. xix, i, 3. 

Annius Itnfus, procurator of Judea, Antiq. xviii, ii, 2. 
Anoch, t»r Kiioeii, Antiq. i, li, 2. 

Arifeins kii-ed, Antiq. xix, i, 15. 

Antigoniis governs Asia, after Alex.irider's dea'h, An- 
tiq. xii, i; his fleet beaten by Ftolciny, c. xi, sect. 

An igomis, son of Aristobulus, .Antiq. xiv, iv, .5 ; ‘c. 

vii, sect. 1; impeaches Hyreamis and Antipater, c. 

viii, seet. 1; War, i, x, 1 is conquered by Herod, 
Antiq. XIV, xii, i ; invades Judea, by the ludn of the 
Fariluans, c. xiii, soot, iii ; is re established in the 
government, sect. Id; War, i, xiii, 9; cuts off Hyr- 
canuVs ears, and causes the death of I’ha-ael'is, ib. ; 

hi iclf iq. 

War, i, x> iii, 2; is sent in fetters to Marcus Anto- 
nius, ih. ; w..s tlie first king whose head wa.s cut off by 
tile l{onians, Antiq. xv, i, 2; reigneii before Heroti, 
xvii, V, 2, 

Antigonus, son of Hyrc.ums I., and brotluT of king Aris- 
tobulus, lu.ade commander at. tlie siege of S.iinaria, 
Antiq. xiii, x. 2; ishelu\i*d by l»is brother, e. xi.sect 
< ; is vvatclnxl liy the queen and her favourites, and 
DV their ealumnies slam, sect. 2; War, i, in, 2, 3, 1. 
Antioch is tlie ehicf cit\ m .^yna, .and the tliinl city in 
the Roman empire, W'ar, iii, ii, 4 ; the Jews madf 
citi/ens thereof by .Scicuews Nicator, Antiq. xii, iii, 

1 ; it is bui iit down, War, viii, hi, 4. 

A ntioehus rebels against Demetrius, Antiq. xhi, iv, 7; 

their envy against the Jews, xii, iii, I 
Antiochus, king of t’oinnuigene, Antiq. xviii, ii, 5; 
and xix, v, 1; c. viii, seet 1 ; W'ar, v, xi, and vii, 
vii, I ; a part of t ilicia, together with l'oimii.agcne, 
gnuited him by Claudius, Antiq. xix, v, 1. 

Antiochus Cyzlcenus, Antiq. xiii, x, I ; assists llie Sa- 
maritans, but is put to tiight, .swt. 2; War, i, ii, 2; 
is taken prisoner, and put to tlcatli l)y Seleueu.s, An- 
tiq. xiii, xiii, 4. 

Antioctuis Dionysius, fourth son of .Antiochus dry 
pus, king of Syria, makes »n cxpcilitlou against the 
Jews, Antiq. xiii, xv, 1 ; War, i, iv, 7- 
Antioelius the Great, Antiq. xii, ni,.3; his letters in 
favour of the Jews, ib. Ac.; bis wars vwith Ptolemy 
Piiiiopator and IMiyswn, ib. ; ma riw hk daughter 
< ’k' 0 (iatra to Piolemy, c. iv. .seel, 1 


AntUK;hua , •pinauM makes an expedition into RgyM* 
Antiq. xlt, v. 2 ; takes Jerusalem, and plunders tn« 
temple, seet. 3, die.; War, i, i, 1, die.; andvi, x; 

g oes into Persia, Antiq. xiii. vii, 2 ; d: .signs to destroy 
le Jews upon his return, ib. ; his answers to the Sa- 
maritans, c. V, stvt. .'i; hi.s impiety, xiii, viii, 2; he 
diw, and leaves the administration to Philip, xii, Ix, 

Antiochus Eupator. his son, invades Jndea, Antiq. xii, 
ix, 4; fights with Judas, ib. ; War. i, j, make* 
peace with the Jews, Antiq. xii, ix, 7 ; breaks it, ib. ; 

IS killed by Demetrius, c. x, sect. 1. 

Anti; chus Grypus, son of Demetrius Soter, Antiq. xiii, 

X, 1 ; his death, c. xiii, sect. 4. 

Antiochus Philometer, Antiip xiii, xii, 2. 

Antiochus Pius, son of Antiochus Cyzieemis, make* 
war with Scleucus, Antiq. xiii, xiii, 4 ; is slain in 
battle, ib 

Antiochus Eusebius, or Pius, tiie brother of Demetrius, 
besieges Jerusalem, .Aiitiii. xiii, viii, 2; raises the 
siege, .sect. 4 ; makes an cx])cdifion against the l^ar- 
thiaiis, is defeated and killed, ib. 

Aiitiocluis, the grandson of Seleiieus, and son of Alex- 
ander, is commonly caileii 7Vir Gml, Antiq. xii, iii, 

2; is crowned in hi.s youth, xiii, v, 3 ; enters into al- 
liiuicc with Jonattiaii tlie high-pnest. sect. 4; is slain 
by Tryphon, Ins tutor, c. vii, seet. I ; W’ar, i, ii, 1. 
.\nti-.K-hus, tile Ijvother of Seleuciis, slain in battle, An- 
tiq. xiii, Xiii, 4. 

Antioelius .Soter, brother of Demeiiius, father of Gry- 
pus, Aiitiip xiii, X, I ; makes war witli Trypho, c 
vii, .M'ct. 2. 

Antipas, lleuxl’s son by Malthacc, a .Samaritan, An- 
tiq. xvii, i, 3; War, i, xxviii, 4; is tctrarch of Gali- 
lee, e. viii, sect. 1; c. XI, sect. 4 ; and i, xxxiii, 7; 
g«,^‘s to Rome to get to lie a kin ^ Antiq. xvii, ix, 4 ; 
War, li, ii, 3 ; vvliat w.is loft him by Ilerod, Antiq 
xvii, \iii, 1} what was giii-n liim by ('.'o-ar, c. xi, 
sect. 4 ; once declared king by Herod ; War, i, xxxii, 

7- 

iVntipiis, one of the royal lineage, Is put in iirlson and 
slain, War, iv, iii, 4,’ h, 

Antipattrr, the Idumcan, Herod’s father, c-illed Antipas, 
excites trouble.-;, Antiq. xiv, i. 3; is sent amhassador 
to .Arctas, by .'scaurvis, c. v, seet. 1 ; his wife tJyprus, 
the .Arabian, and his children, e. vii, seet. 3; liis val- 
our, c. viii, seel. 1 ; he advises Hyrcaims to put hini- 
.sclf under the protection of .\reias. War, i, vi, 2; 
makes his son Phasaohis governor of Jerusaleni, and 
Ilerod of Galilee, Antiq. xiv, ix, 2; War, i, x, 4 ; 
endeavours to I'.oserve Ca‘sar’8 favour, c- viii, seet. I ; 
and i, ix. 3 ; is honoureil by Gicsar, and made citizen 
of Rome, .Antiii. xiv, viii, 3; W ir, i, ix,5; liis de- 
fence against .Antigonus, Antiq. xiv, viii, 4; War, i, 

X, 2; IS made governor of Judea, .Antiq. xiv, viii, .5 
War, i, X, 3 ; is gri*atly esteemed among tlie Jews 
Antiq. xiv, ix, 2; is poisoned, e. xi, sect. 4 ; War, i, 
xi, 4. 

Autipatcr, son of Pliasa*; his and Salampsio, grandson 
of Hen Ml the Great, Antiq. xviii, v, 1. 

Aiitipater, son of Salome, impcatrlics ATchclaus before 
Ga-.sar, Antiq. xvii, ix, 5. 

Aniipater, son of Herod, .Antiq. xiv, xii, 1 ; is sent to 
Rome to Ca'sar, XVI, hi, 5; War, i, x\ix, 2; c. xxxi, 
while he is tliere, lie, by letters, .sets his fa- 
ther against his brethren, .Aiitiq. xvi, iv, J ; War, i, 
xxiii, 1 ; 0 . xxiv.sect. I ; hi.s subtilty, .Antiq. xvi, vii, 
2- isre<!alle(l by Herod, e. iii, sect, o; and xvii, v, 1 ; • 
he reigns jointly with his father, e. i, seet. 1; is liated 
by every bmiy, after the slaughter of his brethren, 
il). ; altcmpts'his f.ilhcr’s life, ib. ; is concerned foi 
hiniseif, ill.; War, i, x\xi, 3 ; appears before Varus’s 
tribunal, .Antiq. xvii, v, 3; War, i, xxxii, 1 ; his plea 
for him.seif, ib. ; is i»ul in iroii.s, Antiq. xvii, v, 7; 
War, 1 , xxxii, .5; is put to death, Antiq. xvii, vii; 
War, i, xxxiii, 7. 

Aiitipater, a .Sainaribm, Antiq. xvii, iv, 2; War, i, xxx, 

Antipaler, Herod's sister’s son, Antiq. xvii, i, 3. 
Anlipatris, taken by Vespasian, W'ar, iv.vii, I- 
Antiphiius, Antiq. xvii, iv, 2; War, i, xxx, 5; his let 
ter to .Autipatcr, HeiMd’sson, Antiq. xvii, v, 7. 
Antonia, i l iudius’s daughter by Petina, War, ii, xii, S. 
Antonia, Claudius’s mot her, and Drusiis’s wile, lend* 
money to Agrippa tlie eUier, .Antiq. xviii, vi, 4 ; her 
eulogiuii), stxrt. C. ...» 

Antonia, the tower, calleil Baris before, War, i, iii, o ; 

is taken by Titus, vi, i, 7, iVc. 

; Antony, a captain, War, iii, ii, 1, die. 

I Antony, a eenluriou, c. vii, sect. 3.'). 

Antony (Mark), his valvnir, Antiq. xiv, v, 3; War, i, 
viii, 1 ; his .and DolahcUa’s decree in favour of the 
Jews, Antiq. xiv, x. ix, A:c. ; he marches into Asia 
;iftcr Cassius’s defeat, c. xii, sect. 2; ins letter U» Hyr 
oaiuis, sect. 3 ; to the Tyrians, sect. 4i he falls in love 
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jrtth CleotMtra» c. xlii. sect 4; maKes Phasaelus ano 
Herod tetrarchs, ibb » orders *heir accusers to be put 
to death, sect 5 ; ootfers sij^ial favours on Herod, d. 
xiv, sect 4, 5 ; « jounw at Athens, c. xv, secu 6 ; 
War, i, xvj, 4; his luxury, Antiq. xv, ii, 6. 

Antonius [Lucius), Mark Antony's son, sends a letter to 
the Sardians, in favour of the Jews, Antiq. xiv, x, 17, 
Antonius Primus, War, Iv, xi, 2. 

Anubis, a end, Antiq. xviii, iii, 4. 

Apachnas, king of Egypt, Against Anion, i, sect 14. 
Apamc, Darius's concubine, Antiq. xi, ili, 5. - 
Anion, ambassador for the Alexandrians to Caius, An- 
Tiq. xviii, viii, 1. 

Apollo's temple at Gaza, Antiq. xiii, xiii, 3. 

Apollo's temple in the palace at Rome, War, i, ii, 6. 
Apollotiotus, captain of the Gazeans, ^Antiq. xiii, xiii, 
3; killed, ilx 

Apollonius, son of Alexander, Antiq. xiii, ix, 2. 
Apollonius Daus, governor of Coelcsyria, Antiq. xiii, 
iv, .1 ; challenges Jonathan to an engagement, and is 
defeated, ib. 

Apollonius, governor of Samaria, Antiq. xil, v, 5 ; c. 
vii, sect 1. 

Aponius, Antiq. xlx, iv, 5. 

Ajicphis, king of Egypt, Against Apion, i, sect 14- 
Apsalom, War, ii, xvii, 9. 

Apsai), or Ibzan, judge ai'ter Jephtha, Antiq. v, vii, 13, 
14. 

Aquila, the murderer of Cams, Antiq. xix, i, 14. 
Arabians circumcise their children when thirteen years 
oid, Antiq. I, xii, 2; ten towns taken from them by 
.Alexander, king of the Jews, xiv, i, 4; Ethiopians 
are their neighbours, ix, v, 3. 

Arabia borders on Judea, Antiq. xiv, I, 4; Petra the 
king's residence, ib. ; Z<abdiel their lord, c. iv, sect 8 ; 
Arabians are defeated, xv, v, 5 ; tlieir women are 
great poisoners, xvii, iv, 1. 

Aaram, Antiq. i, vi, 4. 

Arn, or Haran, the father of Lot, Antiq. i, vi, 5. 
Arasoa, or Nisroeh, a temple, Antiq. x, i, .5. 

Arase.s, or Resin, king of the Syrians, Antiq. ix, xii, 1. 
Aranna, or Orona, theJebusite, Antiq. viil, xiii, t; his 
thrashing-floor, ib. ; the place where Isaac was to 
have been s.-icriflccd, and where the tem]tle was alter* 
\vard.s built, ih. 

Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, comes to Herotl, Antiq. 

xvi, viil, G; c. x, sect. 7 » War, i, xxv, I, Ac ■. ; goes 
with him to Antioch, ib, ; roeonciles Herod to his son 
Alexander, and to his brother I'hcroras, ib.; War, i, 
xxv, 3, 4. 

Archelaus, son of Herod the Great, .Antiq. xvii, i, .3; 
c. iv, sect. .5; War, i, xxvii, 4; c. xxxi, sect. 1; is 
made ethnarch, Antiq. xvii, xi, 1; War, ii, vii, 3; 
marries Glaphyra, Antiq. xvii, xiii, I ; War, ii, vii, 
4; is proclaiinetl king after Herod’s death, .\ntiq. 

xvii, viii, 2; War, i, xxxiii, 9; his speech to the pet)- 
pie, Antiq. xvii, viii, 4 ; War, ii, i. 1 ; he endeavours 

.toappo.ase the people, .Intiq. xvii, ix, 1, Ac.; goes 
to Rome, sect, o; War, ii. ii, 1 ; is actrused then- by 
the deputies of the people, Antiq, xvii, xi, 2 ; War, 
ii, vi, I, &c. ; is banished to Viotuut in Gaul, c- vii, 
sect. 3; his dreams and Glaphyra's, Antiq. xvii, xiii, 
3, 4; War, ii, vii, 3, 4. 

Archelaus, son of Chelcis, Antiq. xix, ix, 1. 

Archelaus, son of M.agadatus, War, vi, iv, 2. 
Aremmantiis, .Antiq. x, viii, 2. 

Aredas, kir\g of the Arabians, .Intiq. xiii, xiii, 3; and 
xiv, i, 4; and xvi, x, 9; War, i, vi, 2; c. xxix, sect. 
3 ; makes an expedition against Aristobulus, Antiq. 
xiv, ii, 1 ; succeeds Obodas, xvi, ix, 4 ; aflbrds suc- 
cours to Hyrcanu.s, War, i. vi, 2; impeaches Sylleus, 
jointly with A/itipater, before Cassar, Antiq. xvii, 
lii, 2. 

Aretas, king of Ccclesyria, in.'ikcsan expedition into Ju- 
dea, Antiq. xiii, xv, 3. 

Arctas, of Petra, Antiq. xvii, x, 9; and xviii, v, 1. 
Arlocb, captain of Xebuchadiieaziir’s life-guards, Antiq. 
X, X, 3. 

Arion, trea.s\ireT of Alexandria, Antiq. xii, iv. 7, &c. 
Aristras, or AristK*u.s, one of Ptolemy Philadelphus’s 
life-guards, Antiq. xii, li, 1 ; Against Apiv)n, ii, sect. 

2, 4. 

Aristobulas, son of Hyreanus L, Antiq. xiii, x, 2 ; the 
first high-priest who assumed the title of of the 

Jews, C XI, sect. 1 ; called PhUlden, or lover oj Ihe 
ffreeks, .sect 3. 

Aristobulus, son of Alexander Janneus, an enterprising 
and bold man, Antiq. xiii, xvi, l; complains of the 
Pliarisees, sect. 2 ; r. })roaelics his inoiltcr Alexandra, 
sect 3 : endeavours to take prxsscs. ion of the kingdom 
during his mothers life, sect ; fights with his eider 
brother Hyrcanii? for the (Town, xiv, 1, 2; brings 
him to an accximmodalion, ib. ; War, i, vi, I ; sends | 
a golden vine to Pompey, Antiq. xiv, iii, 1 ; is, with ' 
Ills children, brought capt.ve to Rome, bv J'oin- 


pey, c. IV, sect. 5; escapes out of prison, but is rr. 
taken and sent back again to Rome bv GabiniLs, c. vi, 
sect 1 ; War, i, vii, 7; c. viii, sect 6;’ his firmness in 
adversity, x\ntiq. xiv, vi, sect. 1 ; is poisoned by tlie 
partizans of Poinpoy, c. vii, sect 4 ; his children, ib. 

Ari.stobulus, son of Herod the Great, Antiq. xv, x, I. 
marries Bernice, Salome’s daughter, xvi, i, 2 ; is put 
in prison, c. x, sect 3 ; is accused by liis lather in an 
assembly at Bcrytu.s, and condemned, c. xi, sect. 2; 
is strangled, sect G; War, i, xxvii, 6; his children, 
Antiq. xvii, 1,2; W.ar, i, xxvlu, 1. 

Aristobulus, son of Herod, king of Chalcis, Antiq. xx, 
viii, 4; War, vii, vii, 4. 

Aristobuias, son of Joseph and Mariamnc, Antiq. xviii, 
4. 

Aristobulus, son of Ari.stobulus, and broflier to the fa- 
mous Mariamne, a boaiitifui youth, is inacle higk 
priest by Herod, Antiq. xv, iii, 1,5; is drowned by 
the secret order of the same Herod, ib. ; War, i, xxiL 
2 . 

Aristobulus, son of Aristobulus luid llcrnice, and grand- 
son of Herod the Great, Antiq. xviii, v, 4. 

AristoiTucy tine best form of government, Antiq. iv, 
viii, 17. 

Aristocracy instituted in Judea by Gabinus,War, 1, viii. 


Arithmetic and astronomy came from Chaldea to Egypt, 
and tlionce into Greece, Antiq, i, viii, 2. 

Arius, king of tlie Laevderaonians, sends a letter to 
Onias the high-pricst, Antiq. xii, iv, 10 ; c. v, sect. S. 

Ark of God, its (Icscription, Antiip iii, vi, 5; taken by 
the Phili.stines, vi, i, J ; re.storcd to the Israelites, 
8e,f. 2, Aic.; carried to Jeni.>;;tlcm, and lodged in ihe 
h viise of Obcd-etlom, after it had been witii Amiiia- 
lab, Antiq. vii, iv, 2. 

Ark of Noah, where it rested, Antiq. i, iii, 6t mention* 
ed by all barbarian historians, ib.; its remains long 
pn*served, xx, ii, 3. 

Armai.s, king of Egypt, xVgainst .\pion, i.scvt. 15. 

Armenia compiereii by Antoniu.>^, Antiij. xv, iv, 3 
Cotys, king of the F.esser Armenia, xix, viii, i 

Arincsscs, king of Egypt, .\gainst Apiiiii, 1, sei t. i.'i, 

Arm<»ry of D.avid in the temple, Antiij. ix, vii, 2. 

Aropheus, or Armariah, Aiukj. vni, i, 3. 

Arpnaxed, .\niiq. i, vi, 4. 

.Aruntius (Euaristus', Anilq. xir, i, 18. 

Aruntius (Paulus), .\ntiq. xix, i, 14. 

Ars-ices, king of the Parthians, .\iUiq. xiii, v, 11; c. 
viii, sect. 4. 

Ar'.ibamis, king of Media, Antiq. xviii, ii, 4. 

.Artabanns, king of the Parlhiau.s, Anii<j. xviii, iv, 4, 5 ; 
e. ix, sect 3, 4 ; he flies to l/afcs, xx, iii, J ; is kindly 
received by him, and restored to his kingdom, sect. 
1,2; dies, sect. 3. 

Ariabazes, or Artavitsdes, son of 'rigrancs, is given as a 
pre'sent to Cleopalri by Air.oiiius, War i, xviii, 5. 

Artaxerxes, king of the Persians, Anini, xi, vi, 1 ; his 
edict against tne Jews, sect G ; contra(fieted, sect. 12. 

Arlaxias, king of .Armenia, Antiq. \v, v, 3. 

Artorius cunningly saves his own life. War, vi, iii, 2. 

Ariicas, Anri(|. i, vi, 2. 

Arudeus. Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

Asa, king of Jerusalem, Antiq. viii, xii, 1 ; m.ikcs an 
alliance with the king of Daina-scns, .sect. 4. 

/\sahel killed by Abner, vii, i, 3. 

Asainoneu.s, Anti({. xii, vi, 1. 

Asainone.ms, the end of their reign, Antiq. xiv, xvi, -1. 

Ase.doiutes, punished for their stublKiviiuess, Antiq. xii 

IV, :t. 

Aseriiioth, or Hazennavclh, Antiip i, vi, 14. 

Aseryinus, king of the Tyrians, Against Apion, i, sect. 


AshUod, or Azotus, taken by Jonathan, Antiq. xiii. iv; 
Its inhabitants plagued on .account of the ark of God, 
vi, i, 1. 

Ashkenaz, Antiq. i, vi, 1. 

Ashpeiiaz, an eunuch, Antiq. x, x, 2. 

Ashur, Antiq. i, vi, I. • 

Asia, Its convention at .\ncyra, Autim xvi, vi, 2 ; Vale- 
rius proconsul of Asia, xix, i, 20 ; five lumdreil 
towns of Asia, War, ii, xvi, 4. 

Asiiicus and Anileus, two brethren, Antiq. xviii, ix, I, 
dre. 

A«X!heu8 or Sh ishek, king of Egypt, War, vi, x. 

Asprenas, Antiq. xix, i, 13 ; cut in piccc.«, sect l.‘>. 

Assemblies forbidden to all at Rome, but to the Jews 
only, by Julius Cffisar, Antiq. xiv, x, 3. 

As&’s head falsely reported by Apion ns an objeit of 
worship among the Jews, Against Apion, ii, sect 

A.ssih, king of Egypt, Against Apion, i, sect. 14. 

AiMyriaii empire overthrown, Antiq. x, li, 2. 

A.starte's icMiipIe, Antiq. vi, xiv, 8 : Against Apion, 1, 
.sect, 18. 

Astaitus k'uig of the Tynans, Against .\pion, i,scei. 1 ^ 

fA.\ 
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Krtronomy", improvoraont the first men lived' 

near % thunsand^ycars, Antiq, i, iii, 2 ; came out of 
Chaldea into Egypt* and thenc-e into Greece, i, vii,2. 
Asylum, or right of sanctuary, belonging to some towns 
in Judea, Antiq. iv, vii, 4. 

Athenians decree honours to ilyrcanus, Antiq. xiv, viii, 

6 . 

Athonio, Antiq. xii, iv, 3. 

Athenio, a general of Cleopatra, War, i, xix, 2 ; his 
pcrfi«lioii8iiess, Antiq. xv, v, 1. 

Athronges, a .sheplierd, crowns himself king of Jiidoa, 
Antiq. xvii, x, 7; War, ii, iv, 3; is conquered with 
hrs brethren, ib. 

Atratinn.a, Herod’s advocate, Antiq. xiv, xiv, 4. 
Augustus’ arrival in Syria, Antiq. xv, x, 3; his letter 
to Herod, xvi, xi, 1 ; holds a council about the allairs 
of .rnrlea, xvii, ix, 5; his edict arid letter in favour of 
the Jews, xvi, vi, i, &,c. ; is angry with Herod, c. 9, 
sect. 3; i.s reconciled to him by the means of Nicolaus 
of Damascus, c. x, sect. 3; divides Herod’.s dominions, 
War, ii, vi, 3; his death, Antiq. xviii, iii, 2; War,.ii, 
ix, 1. 

AxLoramns, high priest, Antiq. x, vii, fi. 

A/ariah, the prophet, Antiep viii, xii, 2. 

Azarias, high pric.st, Antiq. x, viii, G. 

A /.arias, one of l)avid\s companions, Antiq. x, x, 1. 
A/.aria.s, a comrnaiuler under J uda.s, is defeated by Gor- 
giaa at J.amnia, .\ntiq. xii, viii, (J. 

A/.an, or H.azo, Auti«i. i, vi, .j. 

A/.i/.UP, king of Kmesa, Antiq. xx, vii, 1 ; is circum- 
cised, and marries Drusilla, thosi.sterof Agrippa ju- 
nior, ib. ; dies, c. viii, sect. 4. 

A/otiis, or A.shdti(I, its inhabitants idagued on account 
of the Ark of God, A uti<i. vi, 1, 1 ; taken by.Joiiathan, 
xiii, iv, 4. 

A/.ricam, .\ntiq. i\', xii, 1. 

Il.ial, king of the 'Pyrians, Against Apion, vi, sect. 21. 
liaal, god of the Tju'ians, .Vuti<i. ix, vi, 
i'a.ilis, king of the .Vvnmoiiites, Antiq. x, ix, 2, 3. 
Uii.inah, the son of lliinnion, Antiq. viii, ii, J. 

Haar IS, a pbu’c and a plant there growing, War, vii, 

Il.TMha, king of r.-:raol, Anti*], viii, xii, 3; kills Nadab 
his predecessor, c. xi, sect. 4 ; dies, c. xii, .sect. 4. 
IVnbq’s cbiltlren jiri'-served by <^)stohavus, Antiq. xv, 
vii, afl erward.s killed by IkM'od, il>. 
li.'ibylon, derived from l’.;»bel,(ci»nfusio!i oflangnago.s), 
Antiq. i, iv. 3; taken by Cyrus under the reign of^ 
Malt.’isiir, X, xi. ■> ; the great number of Jow.s who | 
liv«-d there, xv, ii, 2; aii<l xviii, ix, 1. Nebuchad- ' 
nez/Jir’s building ;it llabylon. x, xi, I ; its walls was 
not, built by Seiuiramis ; but by Nebuchadnoz/ar.ac' 

i. .“ect. l!i, 20; its wall.s curiously built liy Nabonne- 
ilns, of brick and bitumen, accotklingto the same He- 
rosii.s, ib. ; its pen-dle gardens erected by Nebuchad- 
ne//,ar, in imitation of the mountains of Media, ib. ; 

X, xi, 1. 

IJaccIiides, Antiq. xii, x, 2 ; c. xi, sect. 1 ; ho attacks tlu? 
•ews, xiii, 1, 2, 3; lie rages against them and is slain, 
'.Var, i, i, 2, 3. j 

j’ado/.orus, king of the 'I’yriau.b Against Apion, i, .sect. , 
l«. 

r.adns, or Ibitb, .a Jewish meaoirc. Antiq. viii, ii, 9. 
b.igoa«, an euniicli, Antiq. xvii, ii, 4. 

H.agoses, an enemy of the Jews, Antiq. xi, vii, 1, 

Halak, king of Moab, Antiq. iv, vi, 2. .'cc. 
babnlaii, king of H.ibyion, Antiq. x. ii, 2. 

Ualaam, the inupbet, Antiq. iv, vi, 2, &c.; his ass 
speaks, ib. 

llalatorus, king of the Tvrians, Against Apion, i, sect. 

21 . 

naleazarns, king of tlieTvriaiis, Again.?t Apion, i.scct. 

li.il.i.a, or Marea, king of Sodom, Antiq. i, ix, 1. 
ll.iim, or ilals;im, nerir .lericlio, Antiq. xiv, iv, 1 5 and 
XV, iv, 2, W ar, vi, 1’,. 

U:*.Uasqvr,fllelsba 7 ,/,ar, or N abi^aiidel, or N a>K»n.adius'), 
king of lialiybni, Antiq. x, xi, 2 ; lu.s terrible vision, 
and its interpretation, ib.; his death, ib. 

Balthasar, [Welteshaz/.arJ, Daniel’s name, Antiq. x, x. 


Barsa«,king of Gomorrah, Antiq. i, ix, 1. 

Banich, well skilled in the Hebrew tongue, and left 
with Jeremiah the prophet in Judea at the Babylo* 
man captivity, Antiq. x, ix, 1, 2. 

Rav/.aphRrnc.s, governor in I’arthia, War.!, xiii, 1. 

Barzillai, Antin. vii, ix, 8. 

Basan, or Haasha, king of Israel, Antiq. viii, xii, 3i 
slays Nadab his predece.s.sor, c. xi, sect. 4 . 

Basima, or Basmath, Solomon’s daughter, Antiq. viii, 
ii, 3. 

Ba.skcts c.arried upon the head, Antiq. ii, v, 3. 

liassus, p'entidius), See Ventidius. 

Bassus, (Cccillius, murderer of Sextus Cnsar), Antiq. 
xLv, xi, I ; War, i, x, 10. 

B<a.sstis, (Lucilliiis), is sent with an army into Judea ; 
ho be.steges and takc.s Machcrus, War, vii, vii, I, 8. 

Baths, hot baths at Callirrhoe beyond Jordan, Antiq. 
xvii, vi, 5. 

Bathsheba, Antiq. vii, vii, 1, 2, 4. 

Bath, or Badiis, a Jewish measure, Antiq. vii, ii, 9. 

Bathyllns, War, i, xxxi, 1. 

Bathyllus, Antipatcr’s freedman, Antiq. xvii, iv, 3. 

Battering-rjtni, its description. War, iii, viii, 19. 

Battle at Tarrichete, upon the Lake of Gennesarcth, 
War, iii, X, I. 

Boeltethmu.s, Antiq. xi, ii, 2. 

Bda, or Zoar, the king of it, Antiq. i, ix, 1. 

Bedshazzar, (or I5alta.sar, or N.alx)andel, or Nabona- 
dins), king of Babylon, Antiq. x, xi, 2; his terrible 
vision, ami its interpretation, ib. ; his death, ib. 

Belte.sli.az/.ar. Daniel’s name, Antiq. x, x, 1. 

Belus, the god of tho Tyrians, Antiq. viii, xiii, 1. 

Belus, the god of tho Babylonians, Antiq. x, xi, 1; his 
temple there, ib. 

Benai.ah, a priest by birth, a man of valour, Antiq. vii, 
xii, 4; son of Jehoiada, c. v, sect. 4 ; made comman- 
der of some troops of Solomon, viii, i, 4; son of 
AehiUus, c. ii, sect. 3. 

Benehcence, its commendation and reward, Antiq. vi, 
xiv. 4. 

Benhad.ad, (or the son of Hadad), king of Syria, be- 
sieges Samaria tho first time, Antiq. viii, xiv, I, Sic.; 
tho second time, ix, iv, 3; falls sick, and is smother- 
ed. by Hazael, sect. i>. 

Bonjamite.s are attacked for their enormous crime/ 
at Gibea,.'ind at l.a.st terribly defeated and cut ott, 
Antiq. v, ii, « -11 ; tlieir tribe rc.stored, sect. 12. 

Boon, .Vgainst Apion, i, sect. 14. 

Bernice, daughter of Agrippa .•senior, Antiq. xviii, v. 1 ; 
she is married to Herod, Agrippa’s brother, xix, v, 

Bernice, Agrippa’s mother, dies, Antiq. xviii, vi, 1, 

Bernice, Archelaus’ and Mari.imiic’s daughter, Antiq. 
XX, vii, 11. 

Bernice, the widow of Herod, marries Polemon, Antiq. 
XX, vii, 3; leaves liim, ib. 

Bernice, .Salome’s daughter, Aristobnlns’ wife, Antiq. 
x> i, I, 2. 

Bernice, Agrippa senior’.^ daughter, and j nnior’s sister, 
in danger of her life. War, li, xv, 2. 

Beniicianus, Herod of Chalcis’ son by Bernice, his bro- 
tluM* Agrippaks daughter. War, ii, xi, G. 

Beryt us, where tho cause between Ilorod andhissons 
was debateil in a council or court, Antiq. xvi, xi, 2 
&c.: Homans living at Berytus, xvi, x, 8. 

Bethuel, Antiq. i, vi, 5. 

Bezaleel and Aholiah, sacred architects, Antiq. iii, vi, 
1 . 

Bigtlian, .vntiq. xi, vi, 4. 

Birth-day of Pttdemy s son kept by Dm Syrians, Antia 
xii, iv, '7 ; pi e.sent3 made thereupon, sect. 9. 

Bidielo, Antiq. xi, iv, 9. 

Bocchoriis, king of Egypt, Against Apion, i, 33. 

Book of t 10 law found, Antiq. x, iv, 2. 

Books composed bv Solomon, .\ntiq. viii, ii,5; twenty- 
two most sacreil books among the Jews, Against 
Apion, 1, 8, 

Boo/., of Elimclecb’s family, Antiq. v, x, 2 5 bis kind- 
ness toward.^ Hath, ib. ; bo marries her, sect, 4. 

Brazen vessels more valuable than gold, Antiq. xi, v, 

Bride, how she was to part from one that refused to 
m.arry her, according to tho law of Mosos, Antiq. v, 


Banaentos, Antiq. viii, ii, 4. 

Banns, an hermit, Jose(>hu.s’ uiastor, Life, sect. 
rtarachias, Antiq. ix, xii, 2. 

Barak, excited by Deborah, oncounter.s Sisora, Antiq. 

V, V, 2, &c. . 

Barbarians, their riches formerly consisted in cattle, 
Antiq. ii, xi, 2. ... „ , 

Bardanos, king of tho Parthians, Antiq. xx, in, 3; ho 
is fllain, ib. ^ 

Baris, a tower built at Ecbatana, by Daniel, Antiq. x, 
xi, 7. 

Bainabaxus, Antiq. xi, vi, 4. 

fr>) 


ix, 4. 

Britons, War, vi, ri, 2. .. 

Britanicus, son of Claudius by Messalina, >var, 11, xii, 

8 , ... , 

Broc.chus, a tribune, Antiq. xix, in, 4. 

Bro, her, a title which Alexander B.alas gave to .Jona- 
than the high priest, Antiq. xiii, ii, 2 ; the same title 
was also given him by Demetrius Sotor, c. iv, 9. 
Buckle, or button, (a golden one), sent to Jonathan by 
Alexander, king of byria, Antiq. xiii, iv, 4; ana by 
Demetrius, c. v, 4. . . , ...10 

Bukki, son of Abishna, bigb pnesi, .khttq. ’vui, a 
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BarthuB* Nero's Greek, secretary, Antiq. xx, vili, 9. 
Bus, Nahor’s son, Antiq. i, vi, d. 


Cecilius Bassus, the murderer of Sextus Caasar, Antiq. 
xiv, xl, 1 ; War, 1, x, 10. 

Ccsinna, War, iv, xi, 3; sent to Vespasian, Ib. 

Caraar (Julius), makes war in Kaypt, Antiq. xiv, viii, 

I ; his decrees in favour of tne .lews, c. x, sect. 2, 
A:c.; is murdered by Brutus and Ca.ssiua, c. xi, s. 1. 

Ciesnrca built by Herod, Antiq. xv. ix, 6 ; it was fifiO 
Airlongs from Jerusalem, xiii, xi, 2 ; War, i, iii, 5. 

C'n^arean games instituted by Herod, Antiq. xv, viii, I ; 
War, i, xxi, 8; begun at the Hnishing of Ca^irea 
Augusta, Antiq. xvi, v, 1. i 

P/psennius Petus, president of .Syria, War, vii, vii, 1. ! 

C'a?sonia, wife of Cams, killoil by Lupus, Antiq. xix, 
ii,4. 

Cain, murders his brother Abel, Antiq. i, ii, 1 ; his pu- 
nishment, ib, ; he peoples the land of Nod, sect. 2» 

C'atus, the son of Gcrm.'Hiicus, is made Emtwror, An- 
tiq. xviii, vi, 9 { War, ii, ix, 5, 6; puts Tioerias, the 
grandson of Tiberias the emperor, to death, Antici 
xviii, vi, 9; his cruelty, c. vii; his behaviour in the 
government, c. vii, sect. 2 ; he orders his statue to 
lie erected in the temple at Jerusalem, c viii, sect. 
2; gratifies Agrippa, and forbids its erection, sect. 8 ; 
bis Tetter to Petronius, ib. ; herjiges against the Jews, 
xix, i, 1 ; calls himself the brother of Jupiter, ib. ; a 
conspiracy formeii against him, soot. 2 ; the conspi- 
rators increase in number, sect. 10; Ins death, o. i, 
sect. l4 ; his thre.itening letter to Petronius rctardetl 
fill he was dead, xviii, viii, 9; War, ii, x, 5; hhs cha- 
racter, Antiq. xix, ii, .5. 

Ciil(;b, one that scpched the land of Canaan, Antiq. iii, 
xiv, 4; and v, ii, 3. 

( alf (golden) near Daphane, or Dan, War, i, ii. 

C.ilicas, Antiq. xvii, 1. 

(?al)imander, Antiq. xili, x, 2, .3. 

Cailinicus, son of Antiochus, king of ( ommtigetia, 
War, vii, vii, 2. 

C.illistus, a freed-man of Caius, Antiq. xix, I, 10. 

Cambyses succeeds C> rus, Antiq. xi, li, 2; dies after a 
reign of six years, .sect. 2. 

Camp of the Jews, Antiq. iii, xii, 5 ; of the Asssyrians, 
War, V, vii, 3 ; c. xii, sect. 2. 

Camuel, or Kemuol, Nahor's son, Antiq. i, vi, 5. 

I'anaan, land of, it.s description and division, .Antiq. v, 
i, 21, 22; Canaanitos distress the tribe of D.-in, c. iii, 
sect. 1 ; arc spared contrary to the coinniaiid of Hixi, 
f. vii, sect. 5; war denounced again.st them by the 
tribes of Judea and .'Simeon, sect. i. 

('aiidlcstlck in the tabcni.iclc, Antiq. iii, vi, 7. 

Cantheras rcmovetl from the high jinesthood, Antiq. xx, 
i, .3. 

CapcUus, son of Antyllus, Life, sect. 1 >. 

Capito, n centurion, or cajitain of an hundred sold rs. 
War, vii, v, 6. 

Capitol, the end of the triumphant shows, War, vii, v, 


Captives of the Jews, how many killed, and how many 
kept alive, War, vi, ix, 2, 5 ; captives carried in the 
triumph, c. v, sect. 3. 

(,'aptivities of the ten, and of the two tribes, Antiq x, 

ix, 7. 

Careas (Karcah), AnUq. x, ix, 2. 

Carus, Herod’s Catamite, Antiq. xvii, li, 4. 

C’as.sandcr governs Macedonia, after Alexander’s death, 
Antiq. xii, i, 1. 

Cassius Longinus, president of .Syria, Antiq. xiv, xi, 2 ; 
and XV, xi, 4; and xx, i, 1 ; favours Antipatcr ami 
Herod, xiv, xi, 2, Ac.; repels the I'arthians, and 
then retires to .Judea, o. vii, sect 3 ; War, i, viii, 9; 
is defeated at Philippi, Antiq. xiv, xii, 2. 

rastlca, or citadels, two at Jerusalem, one in the city, 
and the other by the temple, Antiq. xii, i, and 
XV, vii, 8; c. viii, sect .'3. 

Castor, the Jew, his cunning trick. War, v, vii, 4. 

Castration of men or beast forbidden by the law of Mo- i 
•lies, Antiq, Iv, vin, 40; young men of royal blotxl 
castrated by Ncbucliaflnc/j'.ar’s order, and among o- 
thcTS Daniel the prophet, x, x, 1. 

Catullus, governor of Lyb a Penta|x>lit.ana, W’ar, vii, 
xi, 1 ; nls calumny against the Jews, sect. 2, Ids 
death and the divine vengeance on him, scet, 3, 4. 

Cfladus, Antiq xvii, xii, 2; W'ar, ii, vii, 2. 

Colendcris, W’ar, i, xxxi, .3. 

C’cler, a tribune, Antiq. xx, vi, 2; he is put to death, 


sect. 3. 


Celtic legion, Antiq. xix, 1, 15. 

('endebeus, commander of Antiochus* troops, Antiq. 
xiii, vii, 3; W’ar,. i, ii, 2. 

Cerealis (Pctelius , sent against the .Samaritans, War, 
tii, vii, 3^; marches towards Hebroii, iv, ix, 9; i*or- 
/ »red to attack the temple, vi, ii, 5; callctl Ui a coun- 
nl of war about the tcn.-ple, c. Iv, sect 3. 


Cestius Callus, president of Syria, Life, sect. 43, War, 
ii, xiv, .3 ; he gathers an army against the Jews, War, 
ii, xviii, 9; enters Jerusalem', c. xix, sect. 4; is bea- 
ten, soet. 7, Ac. 

Chercas (Cassius), is stirred up against Caius, Antiq. 
xix, i, 3, 4 ; draws others into the conspiracy, sect 
5; gives Caius the first blow, sect. 14; is beheaded^ 
c. XIV, sect. 5. 

Chaglras, son of Nabatcus, W’ar, v, xi, 5. 

Chalaman, king of the Syrians, Antiq. vii, vi, .3. 

Chalool, Antiq. viii, ii, 5. 

Cham, or Mam, the son of Noah, Antiq. i, iv, I hit 
posterity, c. vi, sect. 2. 

Chanaan, or Canaan, tlie son of Ham, Aiitiii. i, vi, 2 
Ins iKisterity, ib. 

Charan, or Maran, Antiq. i, vi, 5. 

Chares, W’ar, iv, i, 4; dicsi, sect. 9. 

Cdmtura, or Keturaii, Aliraham’s la.st wife, Antiq. i, xl, 


Chebron, king of Egypt, Against Apion, i, sect. 15. 

Chebron, or Hebron, o’dcr than Mempliis, (Tanis), 
War, iv, ix, 7 ; taken by tlic Israelites, Antiq. v, ii, ^ 

Chedorlaqtntr, Antiii. i, iv. 

Clwlbes, king of the Tyrians, Against Apion, i, sect. 

Chclci.is, Antiq. xiii, x, 4 ; c. xiii, sect. 1. 

Chcllio, or Chilin, .Antiq. v, ix, 1. 

Cherubim, tlicir shape not known, Antiq viii, iii, 3. 

t’hesed, Nahoi-’s son, Antiq. i, vi, />, 

Clu-tiin, or Kittiin, Antiq i, vi, 1. 

CldUlrcn not always like their parents, Antiii. vi, ;ii, 2. 

Christ and Christians, Antiq. x\ iii, iii, 3. 

Chusartlics, or Chusan, the king of Assyria, oppresses 
the Lsraclites, Antiq. v, iii, 2. 

Chu.si, or Hu.sliai, Aiiliri. vii, ix, 2. 

Chutheans, (people of Cntha), wlio tlicy were and 
whence they came, Aidiij. ix, xiv, 3 ; go to ‘-amaria, 
X, ix, 7 ; hindi r llic rebniliiing of the temple, xi, ii. 


Cinnainus, Antiq. xx, Iii, 2. 

Circuincisioi) i.i received in Palestine by the Jews, 
Ap.ainst .Apion, i, sea t. 22; its iii.stilulion, Antiq. i, x. 
'riie .Arabians eircumeiM’ tlK-ir eiiildreii after the thir- 
teenth year of the ir ago, c. xii, seed. 3 ; the .‘-^yriaiw 
in PaU-stine received eireimicision from the LgYptiaiis, 
according to llerodolus, viii, x, .3; not to lie forced 
upon .my iKidy, in the opinion of Jo;;epluis, Life, seeU 
2.3; the Idumea ns forced to lie eiivumeised, or Icdvc 
their country, by Jolin Hyreanus, xiii, ix, ] ; the I- 
tureaiis forml to be ciraimeised liy Anstoimlus, c. 
xi, .sect. .3. 

Cla'Sieie*, W’ar, vii, iv, 2. 

Clauelius Cirsar, Antiej. xix, ii, 1; e iii, seet. 1; he is 
dragged out of a corner to the imi erial dignity, ib. 
War, ii, xi, 1 ; he i.^ favouM*il i»y tlic army, .\iitiij. 
xix, i\, .5; his liberality to Agripjxi, e. v, M-et. I ; Ins 
edict in favour of tlie Jews, s(.vf. 3 ; his h tier to llic 
Jews, Antiq. xx, i, 2; lieeiies, ix viii, seel. I ; W'ar, 
ii, xii, S; his wife' ami ehildreu, ih. 

Clement, Antiej. xix, i, <i. 

(deeepatr.a, daughter of AnliiH'luis, marrieu to iqeiK iny, 
Antiq. xii, i\ , I. 

Cleopatra, wife oi IMiilometei , .\nliej. xiii, iii, 1, 2; 
Against .\piou, ii, sect. 5; she laltC' nj) arms against 
Ptole-n.y I.atiurii-, Antiq. xiii, xiii, J ; m.akos an al- 
liance with \lexanilei, .seel. 2 ; lake's I'tolemais, ili. 

Cleopatra, wife of Demetrius II, Antiq. xiii, vii, I 
married to Autioelms .Soter, seel. 2. 

(!lee*patra, epieen e)f Egypt, meets .Antony in Cilieia, 
Antiej. xiv, xiii, 1 ; her cruelty anel avarice', x\, iv, 
1 ; AVar, i, xviii, 1 ; kills her sister Arsinoe, .Antiq. 
XV, iv, 1 ; olitains from Antony a part of Arabia and 
Jinlfa, ii). ; tenqUs Heroil to lie’ with h('r, .sect 2; lie- 
rod ooiidiu-ts her towards Egypt, ii). 

CJixipalr.'i (SeJene), l)^■.■^^eged by 7’rigane.s, Antiq. xiii, 
xvi, 4 ; W ar, i, v, 3. 

Cleop.dia of Jerusalem, the wife of Herod, .Antiej. xvii, 
i, 5; War, i, xx\iii, I. 

Cleopatra, wife of I'lorus, Antiq. xx, \i, 1 * 

Clitus, aulluw of a rebellion at I’ibt'vias, l .ife-, sect. .34 ; 
cuts off’ his left hand l>y the onler of .lost-jehus, ib. 
AVnr, ii, xxi, 10. 

Clevins, Antiej. xix, i, 1.3. 

CiJigna (Cnens), War, vii, iii, 4. 

Colimies within .and uilh >iit Italy, Antiej. x\x, v, 3. 

Columns, or piilar.s in the l.iiui ut'Siriad, .Antiej. i, ii, .3; 
of the ( oniitliiaii order in .‘^oloiuon’.s palace, viii, v, 
2; in Herod’s temple, AVar, v, v, 2. 

Cmniiuuidinents written upon two tallies, At)tlq. iii, v 
4 ; written by llic haml of tiod, sect. 8 ; iu*t to liave 
their very wends published, sect. 4. 

Coixiucsts easier gotten than maintained, Antiq. viii, 
iv, 4. 

Conscience of gexMl notions i.s safer to bo relied on, 
than on the txmeealiiicnt of evil ones, Antiq ii, ’v 4 
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ftonsplmey against Herod, Antiq. xv, viil, H ; &c. 
Convention of Asia at Ancyra, Antiq. xvi, vi, 2; con- 
vention at Jerusalem, Lite, sect. 13. 

Coponius, procurator of Judea, Antiq. xviii, i, 1 ; c. ii, 
sect. 2; VVar ii, viii, 1, 

Coiacinus, a flsh, War, iii, x, 8.i 
Corban, or secret treasure. War, ii, ix, i. 

Cores, or Kovah, raises a scditlcm against Moses, Anti<\. 

iv, ii, 2; perishes with tus faction, c. iii, sect. 3. 
Corliithu.s, one of Herod’s life-guards, Antiq. xvii, iii, 
2; an Arabian by birth, War, i, xxix, 3. 

Cornelius, Faustu.s, son of .Syll.a, Antiq. xiv, iv, i ; VVar, 

i, vii, 5. 

f’onielius the brotljer of Longus, War, vi, iii, 2. 

Corns, a .lewi.sli measure of 10 Attic ineduumi, Antiq. 

iii, XV, 

Costoharns, an Iduinoan, Salome’s husband, Antiq. xv, 
viii, 0, 

C()st<»harus, a ringleader of the robbers, Antiq. xx, ix, 
1. 

Cotylas, or Zeno, Antiq. xiii, viii, 1 ; War, i, ii, I. 
C’otys, king of lesser Armenia, Antiq. xix, viii, 1. 

Cow, the red cow for purilicaLion, Antiq. iv, iv, 6. 
(’ozbi, a Midianitish woman, Antiq. iv, vi, 10. 

Coze, or Kosc, an idol of the Idunieans before they 
turno<l Jew.s, Antiq. xv, vii, !). 

(’rassus, governor of tire east, succeeds Gabimis, Antiq. 
xiv, vi, 4 ; arrives in Judea and plunders the temple 
of its treasures, e. vii, seet. 1 ; War, i, viii, S ; per- 
ishes ill all expedition against the Parthian.s, ib. 
C’reafioii of the world, Anli.j. i, ii, 1. 

(Jriines arc eneouraged by iii.lulgoncc to tliosethat com- 
mit them, Antiq. vi, vii, 4. 

Crown, or mitre of the high-priest, Antiq. iii, vii, 7* 
/’oinainis, proeurator of Judea, Antiq. xx, v, 2; War, 

ii, xil, I. 

(’urses (lenouneed from mount Khal, Antiq. iv, viii, 44 ; 
and V, i, 10. 

Cvispius I'hidus, ])roeurator of Judea, Antiq. xv, xi, 4; 

and xlx, iv, 2; xx, i, &e. ; War, ii, xi, 0. 

Customs, or (axes of Syria, Plui'iiieia, .liidea, and Sa- 
maria, 80 in talents, Antiq. xii, iv, 4. 

Cypros, king Agrippa’s wife, War, ii, xi, 0. 

Cyjiros, Aiitipater senior’s w ifi', by 'vhoin he had four 
ehildnn, Antiq. xiv, vii, .1 ; War, i, viii, ‘i. 
f’ypros. Antipater’s daughter by Cyproy, Antiq. xviii, v, 
• ,4; married to A lexa^ Seleias, jl). 

Cypros, Herod’s daughler, itiarried to Antipate'r, ."sa- 
Ionic’s son, .Antiq. vviii, v, 

Cypros, daiij'liter of I’hasaelus and .‘^.•dampsio, married 
to .\gr ppasimior, Antiq. xviii, v, 4 , c. vi, sect. 2, .3. 
Cyreneu.s, or <,)uii inius, Antiq. xvii, xiii, .'i ; and xviii, 
i, 1 ; War, \ ii, viii, 1 , 

Cj reneans derived from (he Laeodemoiiiaiis, War, ii, 
xvi, 1, 

('yrus, king of Persia, Antiq. x, xi, 2, A’C. ; purposes to 
reti iild the Jewish temple, xi, i, 1, «S:o. ; i. lea-'es the 
Je^’s from Oieir enjilivity by an eiliet, seet. J, 3; his 
death, e. ii, seel. 1. 

(!yi us, the sou of X't rxts, ealled by the Creeks xXrtaxer- 
xes, made king, AiPiq. xi, vi, 1, \e. ; his k-ller re- 
seiiiiling the edict of H.c.nan, seet. 12. 

Hemnns, War, vi, v i. o. 

n.agon, iliegoi of Ashdod, Antiq. vi, I; his tempi 
hurnt, xiii, iv, 4. 

Damaseeiie eolonies transported into Higher Meilia, 
Antiq. ix, xii, 

Hamaseus taken bv 'rigki^hpileser, Antiq. ix, xii, 5; 

taken by (he Homans, xiv, ii, ,3 
Dan hmll by the D.min s, .Antiq. v, iii, 1. 

D.uians, or Ilermeiis king ot Kgypl, Ag.iin.st Apion, i 
sect. 

Pani. 1 (he prophet, Antiq x, x, 1, .Vo ; i.s ea.strattxl 
with his eompanions, ih; th. ir austerity of life, seet. 
2; Daniel fni lell- till’ times of I'utme event.s, ih. ; (ells 

Nelmeh.itliu z.oir liis dn am. and internrets it (o him, 
seet. .3, i ; is honoured Uir it, sect ; his oompanioin 
are east into a tierv funiaee, ih ; nauiel expi.iins the 
luvnd-.vri!ing upon the w.vll, e. xi. sect. 2; isearriisl 
into Media by Darius, seet. 4; is made one of the 
oroddents of (he kiii.gdoui, Ih. ; a eorispiraey against 
iiiin, .seet. (> ; is thrown hito the lion’s den, seet. (> : 
builds a tower at Kebat.uia, sect. 7; the manner and 


ec?rtaintv of hi.s i-.ropheeie.-., ih. ; his vision of the rani 
and theiie-goat, ih. ; his proplieey of the de.st met ion 
f the .lews by the Romans, ih ; of the profanation 
f llic temple by Aiitioehiis F.piph.mos, xii, vii, (I. 


Danda, Antiq viii, ii, .1. 

Darius, the sou of Astyge.s, c.ilU’d by another name 
among the (i reeks, Ant'uj. x, xi, 2, 4. 

Darius, the son of llvstasp. s, in.ade king, Antiq. xl,iii, 
J ; makes a splendid enlei tainincnt, sect. 2; proposes 
n^ue.stions to be resolved, ib. ; his letters in favour of 
IZerobabcb for rebuilding the temple, sect. h» hai 


Cyrus s records searehexi alKuit that temple, Antiq. 
xi, iv, fi; gives orders for its rebuilding, lb| hit 
edict against the .Sam iritaits, sect. 9. 

Dathan, Antiq. iv, ii, 1. 

David’s geneahigy, Antiq. v, ix, 4 ; Is anointed by Sa- 
upon the harp iK-forc -Saul, 
sect. 2; fights Goliah, vi, ix, 10; c. xi, sect 4; his 
and Jonathan’s friendship, c. xi, seel. I, G, Ate.; is 
rcwoiualed to Saul by Jonathan, sect. 2 ; is in danger 
of being killed by .Saul, sect. 3; his flight, vi, xii, 1 ; 
c. xiij, .sect. ](»; he spare.s .Saul's lile t wice, c. xiiJ, 
sect. 4, 9; proinise.s to assist the king of Gath c. xiv, 
sect. 1 ; pursues after the Amalckitos, and puts them 
to flight, scct.fi; makes a funeral oration for Saul 
ainl Jonathan, vii, i, 1 ; is made king of Judah, sect 
2; and of the I>raclites, vii, ii, 2; takes Jerusalem, 
c. iii, s(H*t. 1 ; easts the Jc4)nsite.s out of it, sect. 2; 
marries several wives, and begets eleven cliildren, 
.seel. .3; conquers the Philistines, c. 4, .sect. 1; has 
the ark carried to Jerusalem, seet. 2; is reproached 
by Mielia), seet. 3 ; purposes to build the temple, sect. 

4 ; his victories, c. v, sect. 1 ; his liberality to Me- 
phibosheth, seet. ; he falls in love with iiathsheba, 
c. vii, seet. 1 ; causes Griali to be slain, ib. ; inarrici 
nathsheba, vii, vii, 1 ; is reproveil for all by Nathan 
the prophet, e. vii, seet. 3; his son by ttalh.sheba 
dits, sect. 4 ; he mourns for Absalom’s death, c, x, 
seet. 5 ; orders the people to l>e numlx’icd, c. xiii, 
seet. 1 ; I'hooses the pestilenee rather than famine or 
the sword, .sect. 2 ; makes gn at preparations for the 
building of the temple, c. xiv, seet. 1 ; exhorts Solo- 
mon to build it, .sect. 2, 0 ; dividL‘s the priests into 
twenty-four courses, seet. 7; he dies, c. xv, sect. 2; 
is buried with great pomp, sect. .3; the treasures hid- 
den in his inonuiTient, ib. xiii, viii, 4 ; and xvi, vii, 

1 } War, i, ii, .0. 

Day unusually lengthened, Antiq. v, 1, I7. 

DclKira, .Antiq. v, v, 3. 

Dcvcasisl, what care was taken of them by the Jews, 
Against Apion, ii, secL 2G. 

Decree's of the Romans, Ate. in favour of the Jews, 
Aiiti(|. xiv, viii, n; c, x, seet. 2, 3, 4,5, fi, 7, 8, 
10, 12, 13, 14, 1.), IG, 17, 1«, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 
2.'), 2(i. 

Deilun, Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

Dellius the wicked, Antiq. xiv, xv, 1 ; and xv, ii, 6, 
War, i, XV, 3. 

Deluge, Anriff. i, iii, .3, Src. 

Denietiiiis, ahibareh at Alexandria, Antiq. xx, vii, .3, 
Demetrius, (he son of Deinetrius, joiii.s witli Joiialiian 
and I'iol.Muy his fathev-iii-law, and conquers Alex- 
ander, Aiitiq. xiii, iv, 7, 8 ; called Nicator, sect. 9 ; 
his letter in favour of the Jew.s, ih. ; i.s hated by An» 

• lio'*luis, e. V, seet. 3 ; breaks friendship with Jonathan, 
ill.; is (ronquered by Antioelius, and flics into ('ilicia, 
sect. 1; is inaife prisoner by Arsaccs, and released, 
sei-i. 11; Trypho libels against him, c. vii, sect. 1; 
- is hated by the army, e ix, sect. 3 ; is defeated, and 
tlivs in vain to Clcop.atra his wife, ib; goes thcnce to 
Tyre, is in.ade prisoner a. id dies, ib. 

Demetrius Kurcrus, fourth son of Antiochus G^pus, 
is made king of Syria, Damaseeiia, Antiq. xiii, xiii, 
4 ; liis a.'.sisiaiioe ilesired by the Jews, seet, S ; he 
makes war noon .AlcMinder, and coinpicrs him, c. 
xiv, sect. 1 ; War, i, iv, 4, .') ; he makes war with hi* 
brother l*hiliji, is earned prisoner into Parthia, and 
die.s there, .Aiiiuj. xiii, xiv, 3. 

Demetrius of (kidara, ikanpey’s freed man, obtains the 
rebm! ting of tliat eitv, .Antiq. xiv, 4. 

Dciiutrius Pbali ieus, keeper of the Alexandrian libra- 
ry, Antiq. xil, ii, 1; Against Apion, ii, sect. 4; his 
petition to king Phihideliihus, Antiq. xii, li, 3; 
be places the si'vcnty-two interpreters near the sea 
side, sect. 2. 

Demeir.iis Soter, son of .‘>eleucus, made king of Syria, 
•Antiq. xii, x, I ; juPs king Antioelius to death, ib. ; 
sniils Ba^x'hide.s and Nleaiior .against the Jews. sect. 
2, 4 ; his chaiaeter, xiii, ii, 1 ; his letter to Jouatlian, 
sect. 5 ; is killed in the war against Alexander, seet 
4. 

Demotcless, Antiq. xiii. v, ft. 

Diaii.i’s temple at fc^lymais in Persia, Antiq xii, ix, 1 ; 

Dian.a’s temjde in Kgypt, xiii, iii, 1. 

Dido, queen of the 'J'yriaiis, Agaiinst Apion, 1, sect 
18. 

Diklath, Antiq. i, ^l, 4. 

Dinah, Jacob’s daughter, Antiq. i, xxi, 1. 

Dioelenis, Antiii viii, ii, 3. 

Dio kuus, son of .lason, .Antiq. xiii, ix, 2. 

Diodorus, or Tvvpho, Antiq. xiii, v, 1. 

Dioiivsius, tyrant of Tripoli, Antiq. xiv, tii, 2. 
Diophantus, a forger of letters, Antiq. xvi, x, 4. 
Divorce, wiiat are the eau.ses of it, Antiq. iv, viii, 23 1 
whether it be lawful foraw feto send a bill of dl- 
xonv to her husband, Antiq. xv, viii, 10. 
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Ooeg tho Syrian, Antiq. vi, xii. 4. 

Dogs, it 19 not natural for thoiu to devour the bones 
with the flesh, Antiq. xi, iv,9. 

Dolabella's letter to the Ephesians in favour of the 
Jews, Antiq. xiv, x, 12. 

Dolesus, War, iv, vii, 2. 

nomjtia kind to Josephus, Life, sect. 75. 

Domitian, the son of Vespasian, is made regent in his 
father’s absence, War, iv, xi, 4 ; is kind to Joseidins, 
Life, sect. 75 ; his expedition against the Germans, 
War, vii, iv, 2. 

Domitius Sabinns, War, v,viii, 1. 

JL>oris, Herod’s first wife, Antiii. xiv, xii, 1 ; is mother 
of Antipater, ib. xvii, i, 3; War, i, xxviii, 4; is ex- 
pelled tne court,!, xxx, 4. 

Dorians erect Csesar’s statue in a Jewish 8yn.agoguo, 
Antiq. xix, vi, 3; Poirouius’ edict against them, ib. 
Dorothous, Antiq. xii, ii, 11. 

Dortus, Antiq. xx, vi, 2. 

Dositheus, a Jew, his perfidiousnoss, Antiq. xv, vi, 3. 
Dositheus, a general of the Jews, Against Apion, ii, 
sect. 5. 

Dove sent out of the Ark, Antiq. i, iii, 5. 

Draco’s laws. Against Apion, i. sect. iv. 

Drusilla, daughterof Agrippa senior, by Cypros, Antiq. 
xviii, V, 4; married to Azizus, king of Emosa, xx, 

vii, 1 ; afterwards to Felix, procurator of J udea, sect. 

Drusus her brother, Antiq. xviii, v, 4. 

Drusus, brother of Tiberius, Antiq. xviii, vi, A 
Duration of the Jowish law, Against Apion, ii, sect. 31. 

Eagle, golden eagle pull«Ml down from the front of the 
Temple, Antiq. xvii, vi, 3; holding a dr, agon in liis 
claws in the seal of the Lacedemonians, xii, iv, 10. 
Earthquake, wherein the followers of Dathan and A- 
biram were swallowed up, Antiq. iv, iii, 1. 
Earthquake, a very groat one in J udea, Antiq. xv, v. 2. 
Eating the sinew upon the hjp, why refused by the 
Jews, .Antiq. i, xx, 2. 

Kbal, ;Vuti<i. i, vi,4. 

Eban, David’s son, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 

Ebutius, a dcourion, War, iii, vii, 3; slain in battle, iv, 

i. V. 

Eclipse of the moon, Antiq. xvii, vi, 4. 

Eonibalus, king of Tyre, Against Apion, i, sect. 21. 
Egloti, king of Moab, oppresses the Israelites, Antiq. v, 
IV, 1 ; is made a judge, ib. 

Elab succeeds Baasha in the kingdom of Israel, Antiq. 

viii, xii, 4. 

Elam, Antiq. i, vi, 4. 

Klcanah,or Elkanah, Antiq. ix, xii, I. 

Elcanali, or Elkan.ah, Samuel’s fa(.lier, Antiep v, x, 2. 
Elcias, the high priest, Antiq. x, viii, i*. 

Kloazar’s house, Anti<p vii, xv, 7. 

Elea/.ar’s commendation. War, v, vi, 1. 

Elea/ar, the son of Aaron, Anti<p iii, viii, I, 

Elea/.ar, tho son of Ananias, high priest, Antiq. xviii, 
il, 2; War, ii, xvii, 2. 

Eleazar, tlio son of Dineus, .Antiq. xx, vi, 1; c. viii, 
sect. 5 ; War, ii, xii, 4. 

Eleazar, the .son of Dodo, Antiq. vii, xii, 4. 

Eleazar cast out a demon, Antiq. viii, ii, 4. 

Ele.azar, brother of Joazar, made higli prie.st, Antiq. 
xvii, xiii, 1 ; deprived, ib. 

Eleazar, brother of Judas M.accaboiis, called Aunui. 
Antiq. xii, vi, 1; c. ix, ^scct. 4 ; is crihshcd to death 
by an elephant, ib, ; War, i, i, 5. 

Eleazar, a ringleader of the robbers, .Aiiliq. \x, i, 1; 
War, vii, viii, 1; is taken prisoner and sent to Uome, 
Antiq. xx, viii, 5 ; War, ii, xiii, 2. 

Eleazar, of Masada's speech to his garrison. War, vii, 
viii, 6. 

Eleazar, tlie son of Mo.scs, Antiq. ii, xiii, 1. 

Eleazar, tho hi^h priest in tho days of Joshua, .Antiq. 
iv, iv, 7 ; he dies, v, i, 29. 

Eleazar, tho high priest in the days of Philadelphii.s 
Antiq. Prof. sect. 3; and xii, ii,4; .and xvii, xiii, L; 
his letter to Philadelphus, xii, ii, 7 ; ho dies, c. iv, 
sect. 1. 

Eleazar, treasurer of the temple, Antiq. xiv, vii, 1. 
Eleazar, the son of .Sameas* valour, War, iii, vii, 2i. 
Eleazar, the son of Simon, War, ii, xx, 3; and iv, iv, 1 ; 

and T, i, 2 ; c. iii, sect. 1 ; and vi, iv, 1. 

Eleazar, the companion of Simon, dies. War, iv, ix, 
5. 

Eleazar, commander of tho tc.mpio, Antiq. xx, ix, 3; 
War, ii, xvii, 2. 

Eleazar taken prisoner by Rufus, 'Yar, vii, vi, 4. 
Elentheri, horsemen so called, War, i, xiii, 3. 
Elhanan, Antiq. vii, xii, 2. 

Eli the high priest, Antiq. viii, i, 3 ; is judge in Israel 
after Samson, Antiq. v, ix, 1 ; his profligate sons, c. 
X. «e«*t. I. 

Lliakim, Antiq. ^ i, 2. 


Eliasliib, tho high priest, Antiq. xi, v, 4, &c. ; dies, c. 
vii, sect. 1. 

Elieti, David’s sou, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 

Elijah tho prophet, Antin. viii, xiii, 2, &c. ; his mir.a- 
clcs wrought for the widow of Sorepta, ib. ; he pre- 
scnt.s himself to Ahab, sect. 4; foretells rain, ib. ; 
tho false propht'ts are killed by his order, sect. r>; 
calls for lire from heaven, ix, ii, 1 ; is taken up, sect. 
2; his letter to king Johoram, c. v, sect. 2. 

Elimelich, Antiq. v, ix, 1. 

Elionuna, tho sun of Canth.aru3, is made high priest, 

^ Antiq. xix, viii, 1. 

Elipliale, or Kliphelet, Daviil’s yon, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 

Elisa, Anthp i. vi, 1. 

Elisha, tho prophet, tlic son of Sli:i,pliat, Antiq. viii, 

xiii, 7 ; and ix, ii, 2 ; c. iii, sect. L ; iiis miracles, i, v, 
iv, 1, &c.; his death and enlogium, c. viii, sect, rt; his 
curt! of the barren foinilaiii. War, iv, viii, 3. 

Elkanah, or Elcanali, Antiq. ix, xii, I. 

Elkanah, or Elcanali, Samuel’s father, Antiq. v, x, 2. 

Elmodad, Aiititp i, vi, 4. 

Elon succeeds Ibsou as judge, Antiq. v, vii, 11. 

El^is, Herod's wife, Antiq. xvii, i, 3; War, i, xxviii, 

Eltiiemns, general of the Arabians, War, i, xix, 5. 

Eliileus, king of the TyriaiiH, Antiq. i, xiv, 2. 

Einnos, David’s sou, Antiq. vii, iii. 

Ennaphen, David's son, .Aiitiq. vii. iii, 3. 

Eiieinies, when coiupiered, may l>e law 1 ally killed, 
Antiq. ix, 'v, 3. 

Enoch, Antiq. i, ii, 2; c. iii, se<q. 2. 

Enocli ami Elijah translated, Antiq. ix, ii, 2. 

Enos, the son of Seth, Anti<|. i, iii, 2. 

Eii.sign.s of tho Uomans, with <.'n‘S;ir’.s imago, Anli'j. 
xviii, iii, 2; sacrilicod otfored to tlioiii. War, vi, vi, 

Epaphrodiinq hii charactiT, Antiq. Prof. .sect. 2; a 
gro.it friend of .losoi>hns. t.ife, sect. 7'*. 

Ephesians, their decree in lavour of the Jew.s, .Viitiq, 

xiv, X, 25. 

Ephod, Atiliq. iii, vii, 3. 

Epicrates, Anli<j. xiii, x. 2. 3. 

Kpicurean.d, their error concerning provhlenco con- 

^ fiitcd, Antiq. X. .\i. 7. 

Epiphane.s, tho .•^on ol' A iitioidi us, ki]:g of C»u.iriiageu;i^^ 
Antiq. xix, ix, 1. . * * 

Ejiistle of .louat han the high priot to the Lticedeuio- 
nian.s, Autiq. xiii, v. S ; <»f Phila«lel]»hus for fri'enig 
tho captive .lews, .\utl<i. xii, ii, 2;; to p.li'.a/.ar Dio 
high prie.'t, sect. 4 : of Soluuiou, ainl Hiram king of 
the 'fyrians, viii, ii, tl, 7 : of Xerxe.., i<> Ji-ulras, xi, 
V, 1 ; of Arta .Iinle 

vi,.soct. 12; of .Aniioclius the tD'e.it, to Pioieniy hpi- 
piianes, xii, iii. 3; of the Sauia ritaris to .Antiochus 
Tlieus, c, V, set-t. A; of Alex unler Ilal.-is to .tonal hati, 
xiii, ii, 2; of Uuia.s to Ptolemy tind (heiqialiM, c. iii, 
sect. 1; of Demetrius to .l(m;ifh;iM and the .lews, c. 
iii, sei'f. 1 ; of Deim'i riiis to .tonat h;in and the .lo’.v s, 
c. iv, seot.9; of .Julius Cn-sar to the Komiiu ma,;!' 
strates, xiv, x, 2, A*’.; of Al.irk Au'ouy to the 'ly- 
riaiis, c. xii, .sect. I. 

Esaiah the prophet, .Autio,. i.v, viii, 3; and x, i, 3, I : c. 
ii, sect. I, 2; liis l ulogiuni, n et. 2; his jicopliecy 
concerniiijr ll.e As.-y riaiis. x, xi v : coiiceiiiing t 'ynis 
210 yi'.ars la.-'oro his reign, .xi, i, 2; (he same read 
Cyrii.s, ill.; hi.s ju-opliecy coiicecning the temple ol 
Onias, War, vii, x. 3. 

Esau, or Edom, .Vuti<[. ii, i, 1 ; his birth, i, xviii, 1. 

E.^col, .Viititj. i, X, 2, 

E.sdras, Antiq. xi, I, A:c.'. his ji^rief for the foreivu 
imarriages, si-ct. 3; he reads the i.iw of Alose.s to tim 
lieopile, .'^ect, •■); In' dies, ih, 

Essen, or high prii^.'t's breast jilate, Antiq. iii, viii, ; 
when it.s .shining ceased, sect. !>. 

Essens honoured i»y Herod, .Antiq. xv, x. A; areagain.'t 
.sw'eariiig. War, ii, viii, 0; their manners, ri(e.«, and 
doctriiie.s de.scrihod, .Aiititj. xiii, v, !> ; .'fnd xviii, i. A; 
War, ii, viii, 2, tJtc. ; they abstain from anointing 
thcraselvos witii oil. .sect. 3 ; (iieir ililigenee in read- 
ing their sacred book.s, .sect, ti; Simon tho .Es.seii an 
interpreter of dream.s, Antiq. xvii, xiii, 3. 

Esther, Antiq. xi, vi, 2; i.s married to the king, ih. ; is 
concerned t'or the Jews, sect. 7, «.S:c. ; invite.s (lie king 
and Ilanian to an entertainment, sect. 3. 

Ethan, Antin. viii, ii, A. 

EthhaaKor fthbalu.s, king of Tyre, Antiq. viii, xm, 1, 
2; Against Apion, i, .sect. IH, 21. 

Ethi, or Ittai the tliUite, Antiq. vii, ix, 2. 

Eth n are h, (.Simon), Antiq. xiii, vi, d; coJitracts thenco 
dated, ib. ^ ... 

Ethnarcli, (Aroludaus), AiiHq. xvii, xi,4; W'ar, n, vi, 
3. 

Eiiartiis Cons, Antiq. xvi, x, 2; War, i, xxvi, A. 

Eiuavistis ArrnntiiiH, Antiq. -vix, i. l<>- 

Eve created, Antiq. i, i, 2 ; lier fall, sect. I. 

(») 
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|. king of the Midianitos, Antiq. iv, vii, 1. 

Antiq. x, xi, 2; Against Apion, i, « 

ruodus, freed man of Tiberiafl, Antiq. xviii, vi, 8. 
upoleinus’ son John, Antiq. xii, x, (5. 
uryek'S slanders the sons of Jlorod, Antiq. xii, x, G; 
W.ar, i, xxvi, 1, &c. ; he returns to his own country, 
sect. 4. 

F.iitychns, Agrippa’s freed man and charioteer, Antiq. 
xviii, vi, ty. 

I’.iitychiis, Cais Ciesar’s coachtnan, Antiq. xix, iv, 4. 

!>.em])t from military service, who, Antiq. iv, viii, 
41. 

iixorcisms, or forms of casting out demons, composed 
by .Sohunon, Anti«i. viii, ii, 5. 

: zechias, a ringleader fort heroldjcrs, Antiq. xiv, ix,2, 

il/ekiel the, propliet, Anlifj. x, v, 1; c. viii, sect. 2 ^ is 
carried captive info Hahylon, c. vi, sect. his pro- 
phecy concerning the destruction of the .lew8,c. vii, 
.s<*ct. 2 ; his prophecy reconciled to tint of Jeremiah, 
il». 

L'abatns, Cn sar’s servant, Antiq. xvii, iii, 2; Herod’s 
sleward, W ar, i,xxix, o. 

FaMns, gov<TiK)r of Hainascus, Antiq. xiv, xi, 7; War, 
i. xii, 1. 

inns, a centurion, Anti<i. xiv, iv, 4; War, i, xii, 

ms, three in .fernsalem, Antiq. v, i, 4. 

i''a<ius ((Juspins). iivocnrator of Judea, Antiq. xv, xi, 
4 ; atid xix, ix. 2 ; and x x. 1. Ae. ; War, ii, xi, (I. 

Fin Fiiie in .liidea in the IDlli year of llerodN reign. 
Antiq, xv, ix. 1; another in the r(‘ign of Clandiii-s 
iii, XV, J; and xx. ii, (); c. v, sect. 2; a dismal fainint 
in .lernsalom, War, v, x, 2; c. xii, sect, 3, vi, 3; foi 
>^ inl’s cruelty to tlie (jiiheoriites. Antiq. viii, xii, 1; 
ar .Samaria, \iil. x, 2; f.-imine ami pestilence, two of 
the greatest evils, x. vii. 1. 

I'.M iiins tlie c<»n, sill’s decree in favourof the Jews, An- 
t iq. xiv, X, la. 

r.iiiiiin a iloman iirador, Ant’np xiii, ix, 10. 

i' \, observed at .lenisaleiM, .\nti<i. xiv, xvi ; on the 
tl..y on which I’oinpey took .1 erii.-alem, ih. c. iv, sect. 


Furtus, a centurion, Antiq. xiv, iv, 4; War, i, vii, 

Gaol, protects the Shechemites against Abimolcch, 
Antiq. V, VII, 3. ® ’ 

Gaam, Antiq. i, vi, fi. 

Gabri.s, or Gabarcs, Antiq. viii, ii, a 

Gabinus, Antiq, xiv, iii, 2 ; c. iv, sect. 1 ; War, i, vi, G ; 

® president of Syria, Antiq. xiv, v, 2: War, i, 

via, 2. 

Gad, the prophet, Antiq. vii, xiii, 2, Ac. 

Gadara, taken by Vc.spasiaii, War, iv, vii, 8 ; the Ga- 
darcncs made prisoners, and killed, iii, vii, 1. 

Gaddis (John), Antiq. xiii, i, 2. 

Galadcms, their (jucen .Laodice, Antiq. xiii, xiii, iv. 

Galha, Antiq, xviii, vi, 9 ; succeeds Nero, War, iv, ix, 
2 ; i.s murdered in .a conspiracy, ib. 

Galileo comes all under tno Roman dominion, War, 
iv, i, 1; c. 2, sect. 3. 

Galli, ouniichs so called, Antiq. iv, viii, 40. 

Gallicaniis, War, iii, viii, 1. 

Galliis r iFliiis), Ant iq, xv, ix, 3. 

(ialliis (Ccstius), president of Syria, Life, 8ect.4 5 War, 
ii. xiv, 3. 

Gallus, a centurion. War, iv, i, 5. 

Galliis (Riibriiisk War, vii, iv, 3. 

Garnala besieged, War, iv, i, 1. &c. 

Ganieaof tbc circus, Antiq. xix, i, 4; Olympic game... 
restored by JliTod, xvi, v, 3; G.'esarean games insti 
tilted by llerotl, xv, viii, 1 ; and xvi. v, 1, 1; War, i, 
xxi, H; orilaiiied by Titus on the birth-days of his 
father and brother, vii, iii, 1. 

Geri'zz.ini, its tem])le demolished, Antiq. xiii, ix, 1. 

Gauls, W ar, ii, xvi, 4 ; posse.ss at home the source of 
happiness, ib. ; became Herod’s life-guards, i, xx, 3. 

Ga/.a taken and demolished, Antiq xiii, xiii, 3. 

(iaze.ans, grievously punished by Joiiiithan, Antiq. xiil« 
V, 5. 

Gamellus (Tiberius), Antiq. xviii, vi, 8. 

Gainelliis, lIerod’.s friend, expelled his court, Antiq. 
xvi. viii, 3. 

Gentile gods not to be derided, in the opinion of Jo- 
.«eplins. Antiq. iv, yiii, x; .Against Apion, ii, sect. 


unavoid.'ible, Antiq. vii G; Wat ii, 

’ : aptl vi, i, .S ; e. ii, .sect, i ; (■ cl. viii; v, 

>rct. 4. 

r> i-t of iinloaviMied bread. 1\' Gr 

]'':ice<l at I'east.s ai'cordingto idition. .Amiq. 

x:i, iv, 9; funeral feasts among the Jews, War, ii, i, 

!. 

i'' ! icily too great, the cause of manyevihs, Antiq. viii, 
X, 7. 

Felix, Antiq. xiv, xi, 7 ; W'ar, i, xii, 1 ; brother of Pal- 
l.is, and |>rocMriitor of ,1 mica, Antiq. xx, vii,l ; c. viii, 
se,q , SVav. i, xii. ; c. xiii. sivt. 7 ; he punishes the 
mutineers, Aiitifi. xx, viii, 7 ; i.s .'icciusod at llonu', 
ct. 9. 


1 . of the llebif'ws, .\ntiq ii. x. 1. Ac.; three 

real iiies, ib. xviii, iv, 3 ; at ibi • festivals llonian 
rds wi're ]m.-5te(l at the tcniplo. W ar, ii, xii, 1; 
i'lmuiiity granto<l them at tlmse, festivals by Heme- 

I iu." S«iter, Antiq. xiii, ii. 3 : celebrated by the .lews 

II .-ihiiiiug giirjiKMit.'q e. xi, sc-ct. 1 : and on tbem did 
inaimer of work, iii, ,x. (> ; celebrated by tbe Gen- 

idleness and ]d . i, xxi, 1; mi iiiourniiig 

ng tlie .lews at sueli 1 inies, xi, v, a; nor <lid they 
tlieii travel far, xiii, viii, 1; Lgyptian women aj)- 
]‘e;ired at such times in piildie, ii, iv, 3 ; wood car- 
ried on a festival day for the altar. War, ii, xvii, G; 
Ie*tival at d( dicat ioii of tin' temple by Judas Mac- 
I :ibenp. Antiq. xii. vii, 7. 

!' , tu.s (Poreiii.s), luocnrator of Judea, Antiq. xx, X'iii, 
:• ; iio dies, c. ix, sect. I, 

I' jaeeii.s (N’orbaiitis), jirocoii.^ul, Antiq. xvi, vi ; prcai- 
d< nt of .'^yria, xviii, vi, 2. 

rie-^h of hor:^\s, mule.'-, Ai*.. forbidden to be brought 
wii hill tlio walls <if Jerusalem, Antiq. xii, iii, iv. 

I'Hi ^ (the go<l of), i.o. lleelzehiib, the god of Ekron, 
A ntiq. ix. ii, I. 

i b riis (Gessiiis). Td’oenrator of Judea, Antiq. xviii, i, 
tl; and xi, xix, 2; and .xx, ix.f)’, i.s the e.auso of the 
Jewish ar, c. .\i, .‘ ect. 1 ; Life, sect. G ; W'ar, ii, xiv, 
3, G ; c. XV, .‘-ect. 1, Ac. ; he is derided by the people, 
ii. xiv, G; he plunders the city, .sect. 9; ho calum- 
niates the .lews before (’«stius, W ar, ii, xvi, 1. 

I'ontiMua Agrippa killed by the .Seythians, AVar, vii, 


i V, 3. 

I'ountnin near Jericho, 


Whir, iv. viii, 3; i.s cured by 


lUi.sha, ib. ; its wonderful virtue, ib. 
rrieiids never free from envy, Antiq. vi, iv, 3. 


‘•■' igiu.s n'itiis). Wh-ir, vi, iv, 3. 
I'" non t o, \V a r, v i, i v . 3. 


Knlvia, a l.olv deiraudcd of her money by a Jew. An- 
t iq. XV iii, iii, a. 


! Geometry, invented by the long-lived patriarchs, An- 

! tiq. i, iii, 9. 

I Gera, the father of Khud, Antiq. v, iv, 2. 

Jerastratus, king of the Tyrians, Again.st Apion, i, 

I sect. 21. 

Geriiianiciis’ hoii.se, .Antiq. xix, i, 15 ; the father of 
(’aims, xviii, vi, S ; is sent into the oast, c. 2, sect. 5; 
i.s poisoned hy I’iso, il>. 

Germans do.scnbcd, W.ar, ii, xvi, 4; arc en.slaved by the 
Romans, x'i, vi, 2; they mutiny, vii, iv, 2; a Ger- 
man’s predictions concerning Agrippa, Antiq. xviii, 
vi, 7 ; German guard, xix, i, 1. 

Ges.si'is Floru.s, procurator of J udea. Sec Floras above. 

Getber, Antiq. 1, vi, 4 

Giants, Antiq. v, ii, 3 ; and vii,xii, 1, &e. ; their remain* 
in Hebron, Antiq. iii, xiv. 2; .and v, ii. 

Giboali, its inhabitants guilty of a rape, Antiq.y,ii,8. 

Gibeonites, liy a wile, make a covenant with Joshua, 
Antiq. V, their fraud detected .and punished, 

ib ; they are satisfied for the attempt of Saul to slay 
them, vii, xii, 1. 

Gibeon’.s str.at.agem, Antiq. v, vi, 5; he dies, sect. 7. 

Glaydiyrn. daughter of Arolielaus, king of Cappadocii^ 
is married to Alexander the son of lierod, Antiq. xvi, 

1, 2 ; c, vii, sect, 2 ; her enmity with Salome, c. i, sect. 

2, Ac.; AVar, i, xxiv, 2, &r. ; her pride, ib, ; her lamen- 
tation when her husband was pnt in chains, Antiq. 

xvi, X, 7; she is sent back a widow to her father, 

xvii, i, I ; she is afterwards married to Juba, king of 
Libya, and afterwards to Archelaus, ethnarch of 
.Tud*ea, c, xiii, sect, 4 : her dream, and death, ib. 

God (the true God), lus presence in the tabernacle, 
Antiq. iii, viii, 5; his wisdom, and that he cannot 
be bribed, c. xi, sect. 3 ; his mercy only obtained by 
religion, v, i, 28 ; his foreknowdedge, and that his de- 
crees cannot be avoided, iv, iii, 2 ; his will is irresis- 
tible, ii, ix, 2 ; without his will nothing can happen, 
c. vi, sect. 3 ; his providence assorted against the Epi- 
cureans, X, xi, 7 ; that nothing is concealed from him, 
ii, iii, 1 ; it is dangerous to disobey him, vi, vii, 2; 
whether it is easier to serve God or man ? viii, x, 3: 
ho uses beasts to punish the wicked, x, xi, 6 ; JudgM 
to he only the god of the hills by the Syrians, viii, 

, xiv, 3; is not to be imposed on by the wicked, iv, 

I viii, 38 ; delights not in sacrifices, but in good men, 
vi, vii, 4; is called on in time of danger, by even bad 
men, xvii, v, 6 ; foretells futurities, that men may 
provide against them, ii, v, 6 ; affords assistance only 
when the case is desperate, c. xv, sect. 5 ; delights in 
those that promote his worship, xvi, ii, 4 ; discovera 
his ineflablo name to Mo<;e3, li, xii, 4; is by nature 
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merctflil to the pooif, iv, viii, is omnipresent, il, 

iii, 1 1 and vi, xi, 8 ; his bounty the eause of all men’s 
hapi>iness, iv, viii, 2; 

Gods, (false gods) of Laban stolen, Antiq. i, xix, <>, Arc; 
of (hitha in Persia, brought to Samaria, ix, xiv, 3 ; 
of the conqviercd Amalekites, worshipped by Ama- 
zioh, c. ix, sect. 5?; of the heathen not to be curseilor 
blasphemed, in the opinion of Josephus, iv, viii, 10; 
Against Apion, ii* sect- ^21 ; Beelzebub, the gml of 
ftiesnt Kkron, Antiq. ix. ii, 1. 

Goliath of Gath, a giant, Antiq. vi, ix, 1, Are.; challen- 
ges the Jews to a single combat, ib.; is slain by David, 
sect. 5. 

Oomer, and Gomerltes, Antiq, vi. i. 

Gorgias, governor of Jiimnia, is put to flight, Antiq. 
XII, vil, 1 ; h;is better sumcss afterwards, c. viii, stet 

6 . 

Gorion I ho son of Josephus, and Simeon the son of Ga- 
inalii-1, exhort tlie people to attack the mutineers, 
Antiq. iv, iii, f) ; is put to death, e. vi, sc<‘t. 1. 

Gratus, procurator of .rudea, .Antiq. xvlii, vi, ; puts 
Simon, Herod’s old slave to death, xvii, y, 6 ; meets 
Varus coming to Jerusalem, War, ii, v, i! | one Gratus 
dlseovors Claudius, and brings him out to be empen.r, 
Antiq. xix, iii, 1. 

Greeks called old nations by names of their own, Antiq. 
i, V, and put the Hebrew Aames into their own form, 
e. vi. 

Tuards placeil about the temple hy the llimians, Antiq. 
XX, V, 3. 

ILidad. k big of Syria, Antiq. vii, v, ‘2, Ac. 

Hadad, or lladar, an Edomite, becomes Solomon’s ene- 
my, Antiq. viii, vii, 6. 

H.adadecer, or Hadarezi-r, king of .Sophane, or Zobah, 
.Antiq. viii, vii, (] ; 

fiagar, and ishm.tel, are sent away by .Abraham. Antup 

i. xiii, 3. 

Ihiggal, a prophet after the captivity, Anticp xi, iv, .•>, 
7 ; he and Zechariah encourageil the Jews to rebuild 
their temple, ib. 

M iggith, David’s wife, Antiq. vii, xiv, 1. 

H.ilicaniassc.ins’ decree in favour of the Jews, Antiq. 
xiv, X, 23. 

H.tinan, .an enemy of the Jews, Antiq. xi, vi, 5; his 
edict .against the Jews, ii, the name of Art.axerxes, 
sect. 6 ; he orders a gihliet to Ik’ erected for Mordecai, 
sect. 10; is obliged to honour Mordeeai, ib.; the dlict 
Is contradicted, sect. 12; he is banged on bis own 
gibbet, sect. 13. 

Hannah the wife of Elkanah, Antiq, v, x, 2. 

llaran, the father of Lot, Anti»|. I, vl, 3. 

Haran, or Charran, a city of Mesopotiimia, Anti<| i, vi. 

Harlots (common ones), excluded from marriage, .\ntiq. 

iv, viii, 23. 

H.ataeh, or Acratheus, Antiq. xi, vi, 7. 

ILavilah, the son of (Ju'.h, Antiq, i, vi, 2; his country 
Havilah, sect i. 

llaziiel, king of Syria, Anti<i. viii, xiii, 7; arnl ix, iv, 
G ; he plunders .ludea, c. viii, sect. I ; hcdic^, sect. 7. 

Hazerm-aveth, Antiq. i, \i, 1. 

Ha/.o, or Azau, Antiq. i, vi, C}. 

Heller, Antiq. i, vi, 1. 

Hebrews, twice carried c.apfivcs Ix-youd Eujihrafes, 
Antiq. x, Jx, 7; thought by some to liavc come origi- 
nally from Egypt, an«l not from f haklea, li. vii, 1 ; 
not put to servile labour, in the days of Solomon, 
viii, vi, 3 ; of those Hebrews that eaine to ofl’er their 
siierificcs from beyond Kuphr.ates, Iii, xi . , .3; they 
have peculiar rules alxiut meats and drinks, iv, \i. 
S; they fight the Gamumtes against Moses’ order, e. i, 
sect. 1 ; ten tribes lived iK’yond Eiqdirate.s, and (lut 
of the bounds of the Koniaii empire, xi, v, 2; their 
language and char.acti r came near to the Syriac, xii, 

ii, 1; their noun.s have all the same furin.'itioii aixl 
u rminatuin, i, vi, 2 ; they have hut one temple and 
altar iv, viii, 5; met at Shiloh thrice in a year, v, ii, 

2; only the two trilx*s under the dominion of the 
Romans, xi, v, 2 ; an unexampled sedition among 
them, iv, ii, 1 ; their wise men in the days of Solo- 
mon, viii, ii, A; 

Hecatuntomaehi, Antiq. xill, xii, 5. 

Helcias the Great, Antiq. xviii, viii, t. 

Helcias, treasurer of the temple, .Antiq. xx, viii, 11. 

Helena, qUeen of Adiabene, embraces the Jewish re- 
ligion, Antiq. xx, ii, 1 ; gixs to Jerusalem, six't. f ] ; 
Ib burled there, c. iv, sect. 3. 

Hcphizba/i, Antiq. x. iii, I . 

Hercules* temple, Against Apio i, i, sect. 18. 

Herennius Capito, governor of Juinnia, Antiq. xviii, 

vi, 3. 

Hermeus, or Danaus, king of Egypt, Against Apion, 
i, sect. 26. 

Ilcroil, the son of Autipater, Antiq. xiv, vii, 3 ; vVar, 


J, viii.*); began to rule in Galilee In the 13th amt 
[2 >thj year of his age, Antiq. xiv, ix, 2, puts Ezechias 
and other robbers to tleath, ib. ; War, i, x, 5 ; being 
accused for it, betakes his trial, xVntiq. xiv, ix, 3; 
makes Iiis cscjqx*, sect. 4 ; goes to Scxtu.s Caisar, and 
is by him made governor of t’mlosyria, sect. 5 ; Ls in 
favour with Cassius, and the Homans, e. xi, sect. 2, 

1 ; made a governor t»f Syria by him, .sn*t. 4 ; VVar 
i, xi, 1 ; puls Malicluis to death, sect. G; beats An 
tigonus out of Judea, Antiq. xiv, xii, 1 ; bribes 
Mark Antony, sect. 2; is hiqx.'aehcd by the Jews, 
but is notwithstanding made a tetraroh by Antony, 

c. xiii. sect. 1 ; gets the bi tter of the Jews fhatopposo 
him, sect. 2 ; tscapos (ho .snares of the I’arthLaiis, 
sect. 6, 7 ; the accidents of his (light, sect 8; W.ar, 

1, xiii, 7 ; gtx’s to Egypt, and thence to Hhodes, and 
thence to Ilome, Antiq. xiv, xiv, 2, 3; War, i, xiv, 

2, 3 ; mailc king by the Hom.aii senate, at the desire 
of Antony, Antiq. xiv, xiv, I; War, ii, xiv, 1; sails 
back to Judea, and fights agaitist .Antigonus, Antiq. 

xiv, XV, 1 ; takes Joppa and besieges Jerusalem, .sivt, 

1,2; VVar, i, xv, 1 ; lakes .Scpplioiis, .Antiq. xiv, xv, 
4; eonqiicrs his enemies, and the rolibers of Judea, 
sect. 4, : joins his troops with .Antony’s at the siego 

of .‘^amos.ita, and is reeeivcil ihore with great honour, 
.sect. 8, 1); is providentially delivered from great 

d. uigcrs, sect. 11, 1.1; ilt'feaLs I'appus, sect. 12; 
besiegi's Jerusalem, takes it, makes Antigonus 
prisviner, ami semis him in ehaius to Antonv, xiv, 
xvi, 1, 4 ; VV.’.r, i.xvii, v'to; promotes his fiicnd.s, 
ami dcstroy.s (hose of Antigon'i=?, Antiip xv, i. ; inar- 
ric.s the famous Marianii;e, the daughter of Alex- 
andra c. il, sect. ; War, i, xvii, S; complain* 
of Alexandra, his inoilii r•iJl-I;nv', Aiititj. xv, il, 
7; eause.s liis wife’s hrotlur, ri.slobiiliis, to be 
cunningly drowned at Jeric' o, e. iii, sect. 3; is sum- 
moned hy Antony to tal;c his trial for it, sect, n; 
bring.s Antony over to his interest hy bribes, sect. 8 ; 
puts Jo.-.o\‘h to death, sect. !); is solicited to i'.dultcry 
hy Cleopatra, c. iv, si?et. 2; makes war .against the 
Vv.abians by ,\ntony’s order, c. v, sret. 1 ; W’ar, 1, 
xix, I, Ac. ; his speech to the army in distress, after 
he hail l)ccn Ix atri:, Antiq. xv, 3; War, i, xix, 7 1 
he iKvifs the Arabians in battle, Antiq, xv, v, 4; 
War, i, xix, G; he jiiits Hyrcaiuis to deatb, Antiq, 
XV, vi, 2; Herod’s eommeai.iries, si et. 3; orders . 
riamne to ho jmt to death, if he himself nime to an 
ill end, seel. ; his v>Tt-'sencc of mind before Augus- 
tus thcsar, sect. G; ho is eonlinm'd in his kingdom 
hy Osar, sect. 7 ; War, i, xx, 2, Ac. ; he intertains 

( jnsar magn.'tioently, ib. ; he rceeivt.s more favours 
from Ca-sar, .uid has his dominions enlargi'd, Antiq. 

xv, xi, .1; War, i, xx, 3; he puts Mariamne his wife 
to death. .Anti(|. xv, vii, 1, .’i ; War, i, xxii, 3 ; lie is 
very uneasy at her death. Antic], xv, vii, 7 1 W’ar, i, 
XXII, /); he is afflicded with a kind of ii'adness hy di- 
vine vengeance, Antiq. xvii, vi, 3; War, i, xxxiii, 

: clepatts from tiu* maimers ami customs of the 
Jew.s, .Vntiej. xv, viii, 1 ; builds theatre s and exhibits 
shows to the ] eople, ib. ; a eons\ii!acy ag.ainst him, 
sect. 3, Ac. ; Innlds a temple at Samaria, sect. 3; .a 
p.alaee at Joni.-alem. c. ix, si.-e!. •"i ; and a eit.adcl six 
furlongs from Jcru. aU*in, scit. I •, relieves the people 
in a great fanuni', .sect. 2 ; marries ■simoii’s daughter, 
.sect. .1; hi.s policy, sect. >; he builds Casaiea, sect, 
(»; he .sends ids sons to |{oine, e. x, sect. I ; hnilds a 
tem|)le to ( . a vir, 3; c.a.ses the neople of a third 
jKiit of (heir taxes, sect. 1; forbicls the pc'oplc to 
meet togiUu r jirivatelv, ib. ; Ueejis his sjiii-.s, and l)e> 
comes one him elf, ih. ; honours the Ks-ens, sect. 
3; rebuilds the teinjile :it .terusalem, c. xi, sect. 1; 
War, i, xxi, 1 ; makes a niw law concerning thieves, 
Antiej. xvl, i, 1, .Vc. ; gties to Ca sar, brings home his 
sons, and inanies them, sect. 2; enlei tains Marcus 
Ngrippa, c. ii, .•>crt. i ; i.s in great fav(*nr with Agr p- 
|wi, e. ii, seel. 1 ; easc.s his subjects of the fourth juirt 
of their taxes, sect. 3 ; the quarrels in li.s family, 
iii, sect. 1 ; he favours Anii]»a(er in o^pcjsiliim to 
the .sons of Mariamne, sect. 3; goes to Acjuileia, and 
hu|)e,aehos his sons, at Home, hefoio Ca-sar, e. iv, 
.sect. 1 ; IS reeoiH-'Icd to them, sect. 1 ; War, i, xxilt, 
3; celebrates games in honour of Ca-sar, .\utiq. xvi 
v, 1; builils towns and eastU's, sect. Imilds Apok 
lo’s tcuqile, ancl renc-ws the Olympic games, sect. 3^ 
War, i, xxi, 12; his tenqtcr dcsirihed, Antiq. xvi, 
V, 4; he opens David's scpuKlire, c. vii, sect. 1; he 
.su.s|>cct.s his kindred, -^eet. .1; lie is .acenveil by Jj>l- 
JciiS before Ca-a.sar, e. ix, sect, .i; Jtis cruelty to his 
sons, c. xi, sect. / ; he accuses tlicm in a counell at 
Hcrytiis, .sect. 2; in({uires, of Nicolaus of Damascus, 
what they think of him .and hi.s .sons at Home. sect. 
3; he orders them both to he strangled, sect- G; y'rW' 
vidoii for thetr children, xvii, i. 2; his wives and 
ehUdven, sect.."; xviii, v, 4; he contracts tnavriages 
for M.iriamnc’s children, xvii, i, 2; VVttr, i, xxviii, 
f 10) 
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6; alters those wntracts, sect. 6i sencis Antinatcr toi phet. War, i, l\, 8; liis death and cu’oaium. Antla. 
('Ksar, Antiq. xvli, iii, 2 ; War, i, xxix, 2 ; is made! xiii, x, 7, S. ^ 

to Ixdjevc that his brother Pheroras was poisoned, Hyreaiuis II, son of Alexander Janneus, made high* 
Antiq. xvii, iv, 1 ; War, i, xxx, I ; finds the )M)isun priest, Antiq. xiii, xvi, 1, 2; War, i, v, 1 ; agrees to 

was tor liiinself, Antiq. xvii, iv, 2 ; War, i, xxx, 2 ; leave the civil govemmeut to his brother, Antiq. xlv, 

tries Antipater, and puts him in chains, Antiq. xvii, i, 2 ; hU inactive genius, and why he fled to Aretas, 
V, 7; his bitterness in liis old age, e. vi, sect. 1 ; he ib.; he in vain tries to brilx? Scaurus to be for him, 

makes his will, ib. *, his terrible sickness, sect. 5; c. ii, sect. 3; pleads against his brother before Pom* 

War, i, xxxiii, I, 5; his barbarous order for mur- jiey, c. iii, sect. 2; recovers the hlgh-prlesthood, c. 

dering the principal of the Jews, Anti([. xvii, vi, A; iv, sect 1; is conflnntHi therein by Caisar c. vih 

he attempts to murder himself, sect. 7 ; he alters his sect. A; War, i, x, 3; is honoured by the *Romaiis 

will, c. viii. sect. I ; his character, ib. ; his dcatli and and Athenians, Antiq. xiv, viii, 5 ; and by J^ius 

burial, scot. 1,5; War, i, xxxiii, S, J); his will oiiei Caesar, x, il ; is taken prisoner, and has his ears eut 

ed and read, Antiq. xvii, viii. 2; not to take place oflfby Antigonus, c. xiii, setrt. 10; is rcleised by the 

till oonfirmetl bv Casar. c. xi, sect. 1. Parthians. and returns to Herod, xv , 


Herod, the son of 1 Icroil, made tclrarch, Antiip xviii, 
ii, 1; c. vii, sect. 1 ; War, ii, ix, 1; lie bnil«ls towns i 
in honour of C;osnr, ih. ; sends a letter to {’;csar, An- 
tln. xviii, iv, 5 ; makes war upon Aretas king of A- 
raoia, c. v, sect. 1, sVc. ; is banished, ib. ; War, ii, 
ix, (). 

llcvod, half brother to tlie fctrarch, Antiq. xviii, v, 1. 

Herod, son of Aristobulus, by Salome, sect. -1. 

Herod, son of Aristobiilus, by Ilercnicc, Salome's 
daughter, Antiq. xvii, i, 2; War, i, xxviii, 1. 

Herod. Herod's son by Mariaiunc, Simon's dnughter, 
Antiq. xvii, i, 2 ; e. iii, s<‘C‘t. 2; and xviii, v, 1 ; War, 
i, xxviii, 1 ; c. xxix, sect. 2; he is blotted out of He- 
rod’s will, War, i, xxx, 7. 

Herod, Herod’s son by Cleopatra of Jerusalem, Antiq. 
xvii, i, 5 ; War, i, xxviii, 1. 

Herod, Agrippa senior’s lirother, king of Chaleis, An- 
ti(j. xix, V, J ; ho marries Mariaiunc, ilaup.hter (>f 
Jo^iqilms by 01yin))ias, king Herod’s daughter, xviii, 
V. I; Ik? has tile power over the temple given him 
by Clamlius, x.x, i, 5; his death and children, e. v, 
sect. 2; War, ii. xi, 6'. 

Herod, son of Phasaelus and Salampsio, Antiq. xviii, 
V, 4. 

Herod, Polemo’s brother, king of Chakvs, Antiq. xix, 
viii, 1. 

llcrodia«, daughter of .\rislobulus, by lieriiice, Salome’s 
d.iiighter, Antiri. xviii, v, 1; War, i, xxviii, 1; .\- 
grijipa .senior's .si.ster, ami wile of Herod the tetrareh, 
and ('Uvies .Xgriiqia the roval liignity, Antiq. xviii, 
viii, 1 ; War, ii, ix, fl; follows nor husbana in hi.s 
hani'^hinent, .Antiq. xviii, lij, 2; tnarried to Herod, 

. son of Herod llie (jie.it, by Mariaiunc, Simon’s 


fidiously treated, and put to death by him, ib. ; the 
various adventures of nis life, sect. 4. 

Hystapes, father of Darius, Antiip xi, lii, I. 

Jabal, Antlip i, i, 2. 

Jabe-sh, father of .Slialhim, Antiq. ix, xi, I. 

JalK‘sh Cfilead demolished, Antiq. v, ii, II. 

Jabiii, king of Cainutn, emslaves the Israelites, Antiq. v, 
ii, 1 1. 

Jacimus, or Alcimu.?, the wicked high-priest, Antiq. xii. 
ix. 7. 

Jacob born, Antiq. i, xviii, 1 ; contracts with Laban 
for Rachel, c. xix,s#t. 7 ; he wrestles with an an- 
gel, e. XX, si?et. 2 ; his .sons, sect. 8, e. xx, sect. 3 ; he 
privately departs from Laban, sect. 9 ; his posterity, 
when they went down into Kgypt, ii.vii, 4; nc weejis 
upon scmling away his son Benjamin into Egypt, t? 
VI, sex-t. ; he inceLs with his brother Esau, i. xx, 3. 
Jacob, .<on of .Sossas, War, iv, iv, 2 ; and v, vi, 1 ; and 

vi, viii, 2. 

Jacob, ,an Idiimcan, betrays his country. War, iv, lx, 

a. 

J.adus, or .^addiia, son of John, high-priest, Antiq. xl, 

vii, 2 , he meets Alt-xander in his pontifieal garments, 
e. viii, sect. 5 ; he dies, sect. 7* 

Jadon, ihc prophet, Antiq. viii, viii, 5; is killed by a 
ix, sect. 

Jaei, wife of Helx-r the Keiiitc, kills .'^Isera, Antiq. v, 

V, 4. 

Jch.izifl, the prophet, Antiq. ix, I, 2. 

Jambifeus, the Syrian ruler, Antiq. xiv, viii, I ; War, I. 
ix, ,3. 

James, the brother of Jesus Christ, stoned, Antiq. xx. 


diwigbter, c. v, sect. 2; e. vi, sect. 2; afterward' 
mairicd to Herod the foniii?r liudjaml’" brother while; 
her former hii.-band was alive, e. v, soef. 4. j 

He/.ekiah, king of Judah, Antiq. ix, xiii, 2; his religi- 
'ch to the people, ib. ; his hi. strut ion of (In 
teinjiU’, and .solemn eelebiation of the pa.ssover, .sect. 
2, ; lie makes war upon the Phili.stincs, sect. .5; 

ilefends himsi lf fro! a iiiiaeherib, x, i, 1 ; recovers 
fiom siekne.ss, e. ii, .sect. I ; die.s, c. iii, .sect. 1. 

Hill, an Helirew measure, Aiiliq. iii, viii, .3. 

I'ilki.ih, the higli-priest, Antiq. x, v, 1 ; e. viii, sect. 6. 

Hiram, king of I'yre, D.^vid’s friend, Antiq. vii, iii, 2. l 

Hiicim, king of 'Vyri', sends ambas.sadors to Solomon, 
Antiq. vii, ii, lI. 

Hiram, l ing of Tyre, Against Apion, i, seel. 17, '8, 

21 . 

H isliU iaiis, their duty, Antiej. i, 1. 

Hophiii, son lU' Eli, Antiq. v, x, 1 ; he is slain in bat- 
tle, e. \i, sect. 2. 

Hou'-e of the Anot of Lebanon, .Antiq. viii, vi, .3. 

Hoshe.i, king of Isr.ael, Antiip ix, xiii, 1; he is made 
a \irisoie.r. e. \iv, stvt. 1. 

Hul'.lah, tlie prophetess, Antiij. x, iv, 2. 

Human .saeiitiee, Antiq. ix, m, 2. 

Hiir, aprimeof the .Miitumites Antiq. iv, vii, 1; an 
'ie;ul of the E})lii-aimiles, viii, ii, 5. 

Hu.diai, .\ntiq, \ii, ix, 2. 7; e. x, sect. 4, 5. 

Hui!, Antiq. i, vi, .h 

Hymns, composed by na\i<l in various sorts of metre, 
Aiitiij. vii, xii, .5. 

Hvivami'i, -.on of .lo.seph Tobi.is, Antiq, xii, iv, fi; his 
artful invention, ib. ; he is sent to Rtolemy, .and 
kindly reeeiu'd by him, sect. 7, 9; his actions and 
death seel. !H. 

Hyreamis (John), son ; f .Viiiion the Mamibee, escjipes 
helng slain, Antiq. xiii, vii, I ; attacks I’tole»riy, e. 
viii, sect. 4; Wav, i, ii, .3; is made high-pnest, An- 
tiq. xiii, viii, t; War, 1, ii, 5; is licsicged by Anti- 
oelius, .\ntir|. xiii, viii. 2 ; buys ,i peace with oDO ta- 
lents taken out of Davi.r.s sepiilehie, sect .3, 4, 5; 
marches into .s-y I i l .md nvovers the towns that had 
iH’cn taken au^y, ami renews the alliance with th'’ 
Romans, \iifiq. xiii. ix. L -5 lK\sit>£es .Samaria, 
takes It and dcinohslies it, e. x, sect. 2, .>; his liiter- 
exmrse with Hod, ib. ; his ilveam eoncerniiig his sons, 
c. xii, siH't. I ; he was elhnareh, high -priest, and pnv 


IX, I. 

.lauias, king of Egypt, AgaiinA .Apion, i, sect. 14. 

Japhet, Antiq. i, iv, 1 ; what countries his sons ihisscs* 

I, c. vi, sect. 1. 

Jarden, a woodla.'td, surrounded by Dassus, War, vii 
vi, 5. 

Jared, Antiq. i, i, 2; c. iii, sect. 2. 

J.ason, or Jesu.s, Antiq. xii, v, 1. 

.fasonsonnf Klcazar, Antiq. xii, x, 6. 

Javan, .Antiq, i, vi, 1. 

Ibhar, or Jebnn, .son of David, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 

Ibis, an animal in Egy^it that destroys serpents, Antiq. 
ii, X, 2. 

Ib/an, a judge of Israel, after Jephthah, Antiq. v, vU, 
1.3, 14, 

!de, a freed wom-an, .Antiq. xvUi, iii, 1 ; she is hanged, 
ib. 

Idinneniis, Antiq. xii, viii, I ; IVar, iv, iv, I, 4 , .3, 6, 7 
and vii, viii, 1 ; refii.sc to give the Israelites passage, 
.Antiq. iv, iv, 5 ; turn Jcw.s, xiii, ix, 1 ; are but halt 
Jews, xiv, XV, 2; Core their former idol, xv, vii, 9 ; 
celebrate the Jewish festivals, xvii, x, 2. 

Jcbaii, or Ibhar, David’s son, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 

JeboNttius, or ishbosheth, Saul’s son, is made king, 
.Aiitiip vii, i, 3 ; he is irjacherously murdered, c. ii, 
sect. 1. 

Jeeoliah, Antiq. ix, x, 3. 

Jediiliah, king Josiah’s mother, Antiq. x, iv, 4. 

Jehiel, one of the jKistcrity of Muses, Antiq. vii, xiv 
It). II. 

Jehoaha/, king of Judah, Antiq. x, v, 2; he dies in 
••'gypt, ib. 

Jehoiiz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, Antiq. ix, viii, 1 

Jehoash, son of .Ahaziah, saved, Antiq. ix, vii, 1 ; u 
made king. sect. 2 ; murdered, c. viii, sect 4. 

Jehoiaebin, or Jeeoniali, king of Judah, Antiq. x, v, 

Jehoiada, .Antiq. vii, ii, 2. 

JehoLada. the high-priest, Antiq. x, viii, 6. 

Jehciakiin, king of Judah, .Antiq. x, v, 2; c. vi; he 
rebels against the Babylonians, e. vi, sect. 2 ; he it 
slain by Nebuchadnezzar, and east out of the gate 
of Jerusalem, sect. 3. 

Jehonadah, an old friend of .lehu, Antiq. ix, vl, 5. 

Jehuram, king of Judah, Antiq. ix, iv, 1, Jitc. 

Jehoram, king of Izrael, Antiq. ix, li, 2; hUexpetUs 

(i») 



INDEX. 


tJdn against th© Moabites, c. iii, sect. 1 ; his distem- 
per and death, c. v, sect. 2, 3; c. vi, sect. 1. 
Jehnsaphat, the son of Ahitnb, Antiq. vii, v, 4. 
Jehosaphat, a pious king of Judah, Antiq. viii, xv, 1; 
and ix, i, 1 ; pardoned for making an alliance with 
A liab, ib. ; his fleet broken to pieces, c. 1, sect. 4 ; liis 
death, c. iM, sect. 2. 

Jehosliebah, sister of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Antiq. 
ix, vii, 1. 

.Jelui, son of Nimshi, Antiq. viii, xiii, 7; is made king 
of Israel, ix, vi, 1, &c. ; his actions, sect. 3, &c. ; ho 
puts Baal’s priests to death, sect. tJ; ho dies, c. viii, 
sect 1. 

Jehu, tho prophet, the son of Haiinai, Antiq. viii, xii, 

Jonae, D» vid’s son, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 

Jephtha puts the Ammonites to flight, Antiq. v, vii, ft, 
10; sacr flees his daughter, (according to tho opinion 
of Josoi bus.) ib.; makes a great slaughter among 
the Epb rainiites, sect 11. 

■ievemiah. tho prophet, Antiq. x, v, 1; his lamenta- 
tion upon tho de.ath of Josiah, ib. ; his prophecy 
igainst Jerusalem, c. vi, sect. 2 ; c. vii, sect 2, 3, 
d ; his s. ribc Baruch, o. vi, sect. 2 *, ho is accused and 
dischat ged, ib; his nropheevread in tho temple, and 
his roll burnt, ib. ; tiis prophi^ of tho .Fows’ release 
from e« ptivity, c. vii, sect. :^hc is put in prison, 
and thi own into the duiigeon, sect 3, 3 ; is left with 
Flarnob in Judea, after Zedekiah’s captivity, Antiq. 
X, ix, 1. 

J ericho aken, Antiq. v, i, 5 ; its relmilder cursed, sect 
S; it is plundered hv the Romans, xiv, xv, 3. 

J eroboa m, the son of T^ebat, conspi res iigainst Solomon, 
Antiq. viii, vii, 7 ; he is made king of the ten tribes, 
c. viii, sect 3, ifco.; erects golden calves, sect, iv ; bis 
hand withered, sect r> ; his expedition against Abi- 
jah, 0 . xi. sect. 2; bodies, sect. 4. 

Jeroboani II.,the|son of Joash kinjj; of Israel, Antiq. ix, 
X, 1 ; he makes war against the Syrians, ih.; ho dies, 
sect a. 

Jerusalem taken by David, Antiq. vii, iii, 1, &c. ; 
whence that name was dcrive<l, soot. 2; besiegi'd and 
taken l y tho Babylonians, x, xii, 4, &c.; c. viii, sect 
2; best oged and taken by Rompey, xiv, iv, 2, Ac.; 
by Mot od, and Sosius, c. xvi, sect. 2, 4; by rtolemy, 
tho son of Lagus, xii, 1; how many times taken. 
War, vt. X, 6; made tributary to the Romans, An- 
tiq. xiv, iv, 4; levelled with tho ground, War. vii, 
i, 1; d cclared liolv, inviolable, and free, by Deimi- 
trius. king of Syria, Antiq. xiii, ii, 3; two citadel.s 
ti'iero) n, xv, vii, fl; who first built it, W,ir, vi, x ; si- 
tuateo in the middle of Judea, iii, iii, o; set on fire 
by tbff Romans, vi, viii, 5; a fast kept there yearly, 
AnF iq. xiv, xvi, 4 ; .as also when it was taken by lV»m- 
pey, an d by Herod, and .Sosins, c. iv, s«‘c(. c. iv, 
sect. 3 , c. xvi, sect 4 ; a Jebusite king of Jerusaleiii, 
with four others, make war on the (Jibconites, v, i. 
17 ; th €} are put to flight by .lo.^iliua, ib. ; .lerusaleni 
deseri hi d, War, v, iv ; Against A pi on, i, sect. 22. 
.’eriisba h. Jotham’s mother, Antiq. ix, xi, 2. 

■lijssnU t Fm son of Achimaa/. Antiq. vii, xii, 2. 

Jes.co, the son of Obed, and father of David, Antiq. vi, 

viii, L 

icsii.i Christ, a testimony to him, Antiq. xviii, iii. 
.Jesus the son of Phaljct deprivinl of tho high pricst- 
luKid. A ntiq. vi, v, 3. 

.Iesn3,yon of Ananus, his ominous clamour, and death. 
War, «’!, V, 3. 

•Jesus, or J ason, Antiq. xii, v, 1. 

.U'siis, the son of .Sappliias, governor of Tiberias, Life, 
sect ii, 27; W'ar, li, xx, 4. 

.lesus, On: ther of Onias, deprived of the high priest- 
bo* id oy Antiochus Iqiiphanes, Antiq. xv, iii, 1. 
.inaus. son of Gamaliel, made high priest, Antiq. x.x, ix, 

4. 

.losns. the eldest priest after Ananus, W.ar, iv,iv, 3; c. 

Vpjse Ji. 2 ; his speech to the ldumean.s, e. iv, sect. 3. 
.•’esus. «>n of Damneus, made high priest, Antiq. xx, 

ix, 1. 

.'esiis. iOP of Gamala, Life, sect 33,41. 

.'esus. O'" Joshua, the son of Nun, Antiq. iii, xiv, 1; 
beeon. cs the successor of Mosc.s, iv, vii, 2 ; commands 
the Isr aolites against the Amalekites, iii, ii, 3; ];>ro- 
phe.« ea in the lifetime of Moses, iv, viii, 4f;; leads 
‘bo sraclites to the river Jordan, v, i, 1 ; consults 
abOL • the partition of the land, sect. 20, Ac. ; hi.s 
speocii to the two tribes and half, .sect. 25; his death, 
soot. 2ft. 

Jesus, son of Saphat, ringleader of tho robbers, Life, 
sect. 22 ; W ar, Hi, ix, 7. 

Jesus, son of Thobnthus, a priest. War, vi, viii, 3. 
Jesus, son of Josedek, Antiq. xi, iii, 10. 

Jethro, the Alidianite, Antiq v, ii, 3. 

Jews govern ed of oid by an arisDuiracy, Antiq. xiv, v, 
4; War, i, viii, 5; Jewish prior t.s careful to itiarry 


according to their law, Against Apion, I, sect. 7 ; at 
Alexandria had equal privileges with the Greeks 
War, ii, xviii, 7 ; aro in great danger at Antioch, vii, 
iii, 3; at Ecbataiia, near Galilee, Life, sect. 11; aro 
cut off at Ciesaroa, War, ii, xviii, 1 ; at Scythopolis, 
sect. 3; aro in factions on account of tlio high priest- 
hood, Antiq. xii, v, 1 ; arc killed on tho Sabbath-day, 
c. vi, sect. 2; Jews beyond Euphrates, xv, iii, 1 ; at 
Alexandria in Egypt,* and (Cyprus, xiii, x, 4; go to 
war under Alexander the Great, xi, viii, 5; are car- 
ried into Egypt by EfcoTemy Lagi, xii, i, 1; are ba- 
nished Rome, xviii, iii, ,5 ;* desire to be a Roman 
province, xyii, xi, 2; aro favoured by Selcucus Ni- 
oator, xii, iii, 1; by Vesjiasian and Titus, .sect. I, 2; 
by Marcus Agrippa, sect. 2; by Antiochus the Gre.it, 
ib.; are shut up iii the Ilippodronie, but afterwards 
released, xvii, viii. 2; pray for tho welfare of i.lin 
Spartans, xiii, v, 8; Aiitiochiis, a Jew, accie'e.' his 
own father at Antioch, War, vii, iii, 3; .lews have 
privilege.^ granted them by tho kintrs of Asia, Antiii. 
XV, vi, 1 ; Egypti.ans .and 1’yrians cliielly liati'd the 
,Tew.s, Against Apion, i, sect. 13; Deinetriiis reiiiils 
them ]*art of their tribute, Antiq. xiii, ii, 3; .linvs .at, 
Alexandria .are allowed an etiiiiarcli. or ala bai’.*li, 
xiv, vii, 2 ; arc allowed to gather tlieir sacvi'il <*nllrc- 
tions at Rome, r. x, sect.H: enjoy their liberty under 
the Roman.s. only are to ]>ay their ta\<‘s, xviii, ii. 'i , 
are dorivetl from* the same origin wit h the Sii.avtaii.s, 
xii, iv, 10; liave llu-ir own laws under .Mexaiuhr 
the Gre.it, xi, viii. 5 ; are proliihilt'd to meddb' wit !i 
IbriMgn women, xii, iv, C; are very leiiacions of (heir 
own laws, .\gainst ,\pioii, i, .sect. 22; llieir ainba.'-.sa- 
dor\s place at Ronii* in the llieatre, .\ntiq, xiv, x. (1; 
are imineroiis at Alexandria, c. vii. sect. 2; at Ihiby- 
lon. XV, ii, 2; the form of tlieir government, xi, iv, 
8; their qiianad with the Syrians at < ’.'esari'a, about 
their privileges, xx. viii, 0 ;'t heii- marriages, Agaiii.st 
Apjoii, ii, sect. 24 ; tliey hail a .■'yiiagogiie at Ant inch, 

W. ar, vii, iii, 3; their (irivileges under the Romans, 
Antiq. xvi, ii, 4 ; they .send an embassy to (.'lesar, 
against .\rclielans. xvii. xi, 1 ; the .Asiatic Jews send 
.an embassy to Cu-ar, xvi, vi, 1; a great slaugliter 
of Jew's, xviii, ix, 0; War, i, xviii, 3, Ac. ; ami vii. 
viii, (I; their cal.amitie.s in Mesojiotaniia and Ra- 
bylonia, Antiq. xviii, ix. I ; beginning of the Jewish 
war, XX, xi. 1 ; antiquiiy of tlie .lewisli rite.s, xv ii,*. 
4; towns in Syri.a, I'lnmieia. and Idumea, belonging 
to the Jew.s, xiii, xv. 4. 

Jezabid, .Mi.ib’s wife, ,\ntiq. viii. .Miii, 1 ; is torn to 
pieces hy <Iogs, ix. vi, 4. 

.fezatiiali, Antiq. x, ix, 2. 

Jidlapli, Antiq. i. vi, o, 

Iinage.s, or brazen oxen, \v(>re not lawful to be made by 
Solomon, in the oi>inion of .loscphns. Antiq. viii, vii, 

5 ; images of aniiiial.s are against the •lewi'^li law, xv, 
viii; c. ix, sod. .5, War, i, xxxiii, 2; to set tlu>m np, 
th* rbidde th'. ‘ , Antii 

iii, vi, 2; and xvi, vi. 2. 

mi>o.stors throughout .hulea, Antiq. xx, viii. -I. 
ncen.si* only to be oll'ered by the jxisieriiy of Aaron. 
Antiq. i.x, X, 4. 

nflints murdered in I'gypt, Antiq. ii.ix. 2. 
nnooeiice m.akes men eonrageons, Antiq. xii, vii, 1. 
>ab, general of I>avid's army, Antiq. vii. i,3; takes 
the riUidel of .leru>alein, e. iii, sect . 1 ; Conspire.'^ witli 
Adonijali, c. xiv, sei't. 4, iVe. 

Joatlian, or .lothani, high priest, Antiq. viii, i,3; and 

X, viii, <!. 

Joazar, son of RoeHiu.s, high ]»ri(‘sl, .\n1iq. xvii. vi, 4 ; 
and xviii, i, 1; c. iii. .'^ect. I, i.s dejirived by Arehe- 
laiis, xvii, xiii. 1 ; and xviii, ii. J. 

Johanan, the son of l\;ire:ih, Anliii. x, ix, 2; ho pur- 
Mie.s .after Ishtn.ael, .‘<ect. 5. 

•Tohn ilyreanus. See Ilyrcaiius. 

John the Baptist, ]»ut t.«i de ath by Herod, Antiq. xviii, 
v, 2. 

John, the son of Dorcas, War, iv, iii, *5. • 

.fohn, called (Jaddi.s, .lonathan'.s brother, is killed, 

. Antiq, xiii, i, 2. 

John, .son of Levi, ridniilds Gischala, Life, sect. Id; 
War, ii, xx, vi : and vii, viii, I ; an enemy to Jo.se- 
phufl. Life. sect. 13, Ac.;, .sect. 25, War, ii, xxi, 1; 
aims at absolute dominion, iv, iii, 13, c. vii, sect. 

1 . 

John, son of So.sas, War, iv. iv, 2. 

John the E.ssen, W.ar, ii, xx, 4 ; and iii, ii, I* . 

John, son of Juda.s, high prie.st, Antiq. xi, vii, 1 ; mur- 
ders his brother in the teni]»le, sect. 2. 

John, ca]itain of the Idiimean.s, killed, \\ ar, v, vi, ♦». 

John, son of Eli.asib, Antiq. xi, V, 4, _ 

John, or Johannan, son of Kareah, Antiq. x, xi, *; 
pursues after J.sliinael, sect. 5. 

Joktan. Antiq. i, vi, 4. 

■lonadaii, Arnnion’.s kinsm.an, An! iq, vii, viii. I ; P'»n of 
Sarneas. sect, iii ; he kills a giant, c. xii, sect. ‘2. 



JNT)1‘JX: 


Joi^as, tlio x'Tovhot, Atttiq, lx, x, 1, &c. ' 

Jonathan, son of Ananus, AntU[. xix, vi, iv ; refuaou the 
Itigh priesthood, ib.; his actions. War, it, xii, o, &«%; 
he is murdered by the Sicarii, chap, xiii, s. 3. 
Jonathan, called Apphus, the Maccaboe, Anti«i, xii, vi, 

1 ; ho makes a league with Antiochua Kupator, War, 
i, ii, 1; is surprised by Trypho, and killdd, ib. 
Jonathan, son of Saul, beats a garrison of the Philis- 
tines, Antiq, vi, vi, 2; reconciles Saul to David, c. xi, 
sect. 2 ; his conference with David, sect. 27 ; is slain 
in battle bv the Philistines. Aiitifp vi, xiv, 7. 
Jonathan, a Sadducec, provokes liyrcanus against the 
Pliarisoos, AnLiq. xiii, x, (J. 

JonaLlian, a Jew, challenge.s (lie Romans to a single 
combat. War, vi, ii, 1 ; he is killed by PriscUs. ib. 
Jonathan, the son of Abiathuv, Anti(i. vii, ix, 2. 
Jonathan, ringleader of the Sicarii, War, vii, xi, 1. 
Jonathan, the high priest, murdered by the order of 
Felix, Antiq. xx, viii, h. 

Jonathan the .\laccabee, mad<! commander of the Jews 
after Judas, Antiq. xiii, i, I ; with his brother Simon 
defeats the Nabateans, sect. 4; makes peace with 
Jlacchldes, sect. (J ; restores the divine worsliij>, c. ii, 
si*.-,t. I, itc. ; defeats Demetrius* captains, sect. 7; 
r»Minws the league with the Romans and Spartans, c. 
V, sect. H; his letter to the Spartans, ib.; he is killed 
by I’rypho, c. vi, sect. 5, 

Joj>;ta tak(!n by the Romans, War, ii, x viii, x ; demo 
Ii - lied, iii, ix, 2. 

Jur.viii, high priest, Antiq. x, viii, fi. 

.Jorilaii, tiie Israelites pass over it, Antiq. i, 3. 

.lose.lek, high [»riest at the captivity, Antiq. x, viii, fi. 
Joseph, son of /acharias, Anhij. xii, viii, (J. 

.loseph, son of Autipater, Antiq. xiv, vii, 2; War, i, 
viii, 

•loacplj Cahi, son of Sinion the liigh priest, Antiq. xx, 
viii, 1 1 ; lie is deprived, c. ix, sect. 1. 

Josejili, son of (damns, is made high priest, Antiq. xx, 
i, J; !. . ! ileprived, c. v, 

Jiisopli, called (.’aiaphas, is made high priest, Antiq. 
xviii, ii, 2 ; c. iv, se<‘t. (i. 

Jo-epli, till* son ot m female phy.sioian, stirs up a .sedi- 
tion at tiainala, Life. sect. Jr. 

.losepli, son of Dalcns, War, vi, v. 1. 

Josei'li, the son ol' KUouiuh, olllciutos for Matthias tin 
])rie.st, .Vntiti. xvii, vi, 4. 

Josepli, a relation of Archelans, War, ii, v, 2. 

.lusepli, a treasurer, Antiip xvi, v, h. 

.)i>s<>i>h, son of (torioii War, ii. xx, 3. ^ 

.losi'pli, Herod’s tincle, Antiq. xv, iii, 5: ho marri 
.Salome, Herod’s sister. War, i, xx, 4 : he discovers 
his injniietion to kill Mariiunne, andis put tudeatii, 
AiitiiJ. \v, iii, d; War, i, xxii. 4. 

Joseph, llei-od’s brother, A ntiq. xiv, xv, 4 ; and xviii, 
V, 4 ; he is sent into lilumeu. xiv, xv, 1 ; War, i, 
xvi, 1; his death, Antiq. xiv, xv, Id; War, i, wii. 

Joseidi, sou of Jo.scph, lleroiVs brother, Antiq. xviii, 
V, 4. 

Jiiseidi, son of Tobias, reproaches liis uncle Onias. 
Antiq. xii, iv, 2 ; goes on an eiuhas.-y to IMolemy. 
ill.; becomes his tax-gatherer, .sect. 4; goes to 
to gather ( he taxe.s, sect, e; his w eallli and cliildivn. 
sect. (!; begets ilyrcaiiii.T on lii.s brother's daiigiiier. 
ib. ; dies, sect. lU. 

Jo-iepli, son <jf Jacob, his dreams, Auliq. ii. ii, 1, &c. 
lie is .sold to the Ishinaelitcs, c. iii, si'cl. J; his clias 
;ity, c. iv, sect. 4; he is put in pri.-on, c. v, sect. 1 
hc‘‘is releasiMl, sect. 1 ; he iliscovei-s his hrrthiou, c. 
vi, sect. 2; he tries tln in. c. v, .sect. 7 ; lie diseovert 
himself to them, sect. ID; his death, e. viii, sect. 1. 
.iosephns.sou of .Mattathia.s. made governorof (iaiilee, 
V>’ar, ii, xx, 4; his dang'.’r at 'larichcie, e. xxi, sei:t. 
3 ; he rediici s '1 iberins by .a stratagem, scot, 8, 0 ; i.s 
in great danger again, v, xiii, 3 ; his mother laments 
him as deatl, ib.; his speech to the Tariche.aiis^, Life, 
sect. ’23; ^his .stral.agems, sect. 30, 32, 41, 4;>. 51, 58, 
(Id* War, iii, vii, J3; he escapes a great danger, 
sect. 23, :K); he goes to Tiberias, sect. 3 >; bus w*m- 
derful dream, sect. 42; he goes to Taricheie, .secLod, 
53; his father put in chains, v, xiii, I ; his lovo to 
his country, vi, vii, 2; he is betrayed by a woman, 
iii, vii, 1 : he surrenders himself to Nicanor, sect. 4 ; 
his speech to his coiiipaiiions, sett. 5; ho is in danger 
of his life, .sect, (i ; he advi.se.s the casting of lots. secL 
7 ; he is carried to Vespasian, sect. 8; his speech to 
Vespasian, sect.3; ho is hononrcilhy Vespasian and 
Titus, ib.; Life, sect. 75 ; by Doiuitian and Domitm, 
sect 75 ; he is set at liberty, W ar, iv, x, 7 ; his .speech- 
es to the Jow«, advising them to surrender, v, ix, 2; 
and vi, ii, 1 ; he is accused of a conspiracy^ vn, xi, I ; 
Titus giv '-M him bauds in J udea. Life, sect. 75 . ho had 
in all throe wives, sect. 75; his children, sect. 7.'); ho 
was greatly skilled in Hebrew and (xri'ek learning, 
Antiq. ax, xi, 2; of tlioseot.of the Fhavisees, Life, sect. 


2 ; he goes to IL'me, sect. S; he Is made governor of 
Galilee, sect. 7; frees the Seppliovites from fear, 
sect. 8; .stays in Galilee, sect. 12; his moderation, 
sect. 1.0; hisderngn in writing the Antiquities, An* 
tiq, xiv, i, 1; his diligence iii writing history, ib.; 
he promises other works, Antiq. I’ref. sect. 4; and 
XX, xi ; and .a book of Jeivish cii-iorns and their rea- 
sons,' iv, viii, 4; when he linislirMl the Antiquities, 
XX, xi, 2; when he was born, Life, sect. 1; his con- 
duct to Galilee, sect. 8, &c.; ho a|)]>oals to Ve.spasian, 
Titus, and others, for the tnitli of his history, 
Against Apioii, i, sect. 3. 

Joshua, the .son of Niiii. .See Jesus. 

Josliiia, .son of .Sit', high priest, Antiq. xvii, xiii, 1. 
Josiah, king of Judah, his piety, Aiiliq, x, iv, 1; his 
tleath, c. V, sect. J. 

Jotapata besieged, taken and demolished. War, id, vii, 

3 - 3:>. 

Jot ham, son of Gideon, his parable to the Slicchemitcs, 
Aiitiij. V, vii, 2. 

Jotliaiu, king of Judah, Antiq. ix, xi, 2; his death, c. 
xii, sect. 1. 

Ireiieus the pleader, Antiq. xvii, ix, 4. 

Iron, hardt'r than gold, or silver, or brass, Antiq. x, x, 
4; blunted l>y slaughter, xiii, xii, 5. 

Isaac, Antiq. i, x, 5. « 
fsaiali. .See Ksaiali. 

Jshboshetli. son t»f Saul, is made king, Antiq. vii, i, 3; 

he is murdered by treachery, c. ii, sect. 1. 

Lshinatd, Antiq. i, x, 4. 

Jshinatd.soii of Netlianiah. murders Godaliali, the son 
of Ahikam, Antiq. x, ix, 3, 4. 

Isis, her temple polluted ami demolished, Antiq. xviii, 
iii, 4. 

Israel. .Sec Jacob. 

Lsraelites numbered. Antiq. iii, xii. 4; and vii, xiii, 7; 
their religious '/.eal slackened, v, ii, 7 ; they are car- 
ried cajuive into Media and i’evsia, Antiq.'ix, xiv, 1. 
Istob, or Islitob, king, Antiq. vii, vi, 1. 

Isiis, high priest, Antiq. x, viii, d. 

Itliainar, son of Aaron, Antiq. iii, viii, 1 ; his family, 
vii, xiv, 7 ; it loses the high priesthood, Antiq. viii, 

Uhobalns, or Kt.hb.aal, king of Tyro, Antiq. viii, xiii, 
1,3; Against Apion, i, sect. S, 21. 

Juba, king of J^ybia, Antiq. xvii, xiii, b 
Jiibal, Antiq. 2. 

Jubilee, Antiq. iii. xii, 3. 

Juciindu.sone of Herod's lifo-gnords. raises a c.alumny 
st Ab'xander, Antiq. xvi. .x, 3. 

Jucuiulus (Jjiiilins), M ar, il. xix, 7 
J nciiiidiK- . e. War, ii, xiv, 5. 

Judadns, or Dedaii, Antiq. i, vi 

Judea, it begins at t’orea*, Antiq. xiv. iii, 4; n great 
eartlujuake in Judea, xv, v. 2; its fi-rtility, Against 
Apion, b sect. 22 ; contains J.OOO.utiO of acres of 
good land, ib. : its description, War, iii, iii ; length, 
breadth, and limi'-^. «(‘ct. 5; but lately known to tbe 
tlreeks, Against Apion, i, sect. 12; when first so 
called, .\nti<i. i.x, v, 7; abounding with pasture, xv, 
v, 1: War. iii, iii. 2; taki'n from Arcliolaus. and an- 
nexed to Syria. Antiq. xviii, i, 1 ; ]>iirt»*d by (labinius 
into live jurisdictions, xiv, v. 4; entirely subdued 
and pacilied by Titus. War, vii, x, 1 ; made tributary 
to tbe Romans, Antiq. xiv, iv. .'). 

Judas, the j^s^eIl, a propliet. Antiq. xiii, xi, 2 ; \Var, i, 
iii, 4. 

J ndas, a Galilean or Gaiilonite, t he author of a fourth 
sect aiiKMig Hie Antiq. xviii, i, 1, 2, 0; and xx, 

V, 2; War, ii, viii, 1. 

Judas, son of J aims, is slain. M'.ar, vii, vi, 5. 

Judas, son of .\minadab, Antiq. xi, iv, 2. 

Jndas the Alacoabeo, .Vntiq. xii, vi, 1; succeeds Mat- 
thias his father, sect. 4. War. i, i, 3: his speech to 
his men hefovo .a battle, .-Antiq. xii, vii, 3; ho is vic- 
t< r, sect. 4 ; he comes to Jerusalem, and restores the 
temple-worship, sect, ti, Ac.: takes vengeancoon the 
Jdiirtieans and others, xii, viii, 1; besieges the citadel 
,at Jerusalem, c. ix, .sect, 3; is made liigh priest, c. x, 
sect. (5; maki's an alliance with the lloniaus. ib. ; 
tights Racchides, c. xi, sect. 1 ; is killed in the battle, 
sect. 2. 

Judas, son of Cliapscus, Antiq. xiii, v. 7. 

Judas, son of Saviphus, or Soppboreus, Antiq. xviii, x, 
5; War, i, XX xiii, 2. 

Judas, son of Kliasib, high priest, Antiq. xi, vii, 1. 
Judas, son of Ezechiaa, ringleader of tl'.e robbers, An- 
ti<i. xvii, X, 4 ; War, ii, iv, 1. 

' Judges of the llobrew’s, single governors, Antiq. ix, iv, 
1 

Judges at Jerusalem, the Sanhedrim, Antiq. xi, i, 1. 
Judges of the council in Syria and rhamici.a. Antiq. xi. 
ii, 1 ; .se.von inferior judges in every city, but an ap- 
I peal from them to tlio .groat Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, 
I Antiq. iv, viii, 14. 

( 13 ) 
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Juelus, lilffh priest, AnMq. x, viii, .5. 

Julia, or Livia, Aiigustus Casar’s wife, Antiq. xvi, v, 1 ; 
and xvii, i, 1. 

Julia, Caius’ sister, Antiq. xix, iv, 3. 

Julian of nithynia, a valiant captain. War, vl, 1, 8. 

Julius Cajsar's letter to the Sidouians, with hia and other 
<lecr(?es in favour of the Jews. Sec Decrees. 

Julius laipus, Antiq, xix, ii, i. ^ 

Juh.^s, commander of a floman legion, Antiq. xv, iii, 

Jupiter llclleniuy temple upon Mount Dorizzim, Antiq. 
xii, V, 5. 

Jupiter tire conqueror’s temple, Antiq. xiv, iv, 3. 

Jupiter Olympius’ temple, Against Apion i, sect, 17; 
nis statute, Antiq. xiv, i, 1. 

Justus, son of Josc])hus, Life, 73. 

Justus of Tiberias, the historian. Life, sect. 65 ; 
when they publlislied his history, ib. ; he is eon- 
demneii *jy Vespasian, but saved by king Agripp.a, 
Life, sect. 7L 

Justus, son of Pistus, stirs up seiHtion, Life, sect. 9 ; 
his character, ib. 

fzates, son of Queen Helena, embraces the Jewish reli- 
gion, Antiq. xx, ii, 1,1; is circumcised, sect. 5; con- 
quers his enemies, c. iv, sect. 1, ‘i; snccoeds Mono- 
hazus, c. 2, sect. .3 ; he dies, c. iv, sect. 3 ; his chil- 
dren and brethren arc besieged in Jerusalem, War, 
vi, vi, 1. 

Karcah, Antiq. x, ix, 1. 

Kemuel, son of \ahor, Antiq. i, vl, 5. 

Keturah, Abraham’s last wife, Antiq. i, xv, I. 

King, his principal qualifications, Antiip vii, xv, 2; 
three duties of a goid king, piety towards (iotl, jus- 
tice towards hissuhiccts, ainl care of the public wel- 
fare, ix, xi, 2; noeil not give an aecxmnt of his ac- 
tions in the opinion of Antony, xv, iii, 8; should be 
emineniy giHid, vi, xiv, 1. 

King Solomon’s palace, Antiij, vii, v, 1. 

Kings of David’s race, bow many, Antiq. x, viii, 1. 

Kingiiom, a reward of virtue, Antiq. vi, viii, 1. 

Kilim, Antiq. i, vi, 1. 

Kor.ili, raises a sedition, .\nti(i. iv, ii, 2; perishes with 
his followers, e. iii, sect. 3. 

Laban, son of IJethuel, .Antiq. i, vi, .5; his fraud, e. 
xix, sect. 7. 

» ahour, nothing gotten without it, Antiq. iii, ii, 1. 

Lahorosoarehod, or Lalxisonlacus, Antup x, xi, 2; 
Against Apion, i, sect. 20. 

Lacedemonians derived from Abraham, as well .ns the 
Jews, Aiitifj. xii, iv, 10; and xiii, v, H. 

Lameeh, .Antiq. /, ii, 2. 

Langua^i.' (ahiisiw) not to be punished with death, An- 
tiq. xiii, X, 0. 

Languages confounded, Antiq. i, iv, 

‘.aotlii . qu ’iheflilc; ‘ iq. liU 

Laodiccans, their letter to (’aius Ilubiliu.s, in favour of 
the Jews, Anti(|. xiv, .x, ;'0. 

Lasthenes, aCretian, Aiitiip xiii, iv, .3, 9. 

Laws given the Israelites by Moses upon Mount. Sinai, 
.Antiq. iii, tVe. ; and I v,' viii, 2, «.Ve. ; to he read on 
thcf«-aslof t.'ibernaele-i, iv, viii, 12; to l»e learned 
by ebildrcn iH-fore.vll things, ib. ; to be written In the 
mind and memory, ib. ; forbiil the puiu.shinent of 
children for Dicir paienls’ crimes, ix, ix, I ; for a re- 
belliou.s son to l>e stoned, xvi, xi, 2; martial laws, 
Against Apion, ii, seel. ; the tahh s of the law, or 
ten commandments, Antiq. iii, v, 1 ; law of Mo.ses 
trai!slaU<l into fJroek under l^tolemy Phil:idel|)hiis, 
Antiq. Pref. .sect. 3; and xii, ii, 2, -v e. ; law made by 
Herod to sell thieves to fim igiicrs, xvi, i, I ; law car- 
ried in triumph at Rome, War, vii, v, .3. 

Laws among the Persians left to the iiitcrprctaUon of 
seven jieisons, Antiq. xi, vi, J. 

Lentulus’ decree in favour of the Jew.s, Antiq. xiv, x, 
13. 

i.epidus, killed by (’aius, Antiq. xix, i, G. 

Lepidus {l.areiu.s/, W ir, vi, iv, 3. 

Leprous jwrsons, obtain jdaces of honour among several 
nations, Antiq. iii, xi, 1; are to live out of dtics, by 
the .Samaritan and Jewi.sh law.s, ix, iv, .3 ; they re- 
solve in a famine to go over to the enemy, ib. 

Letters of the alphalrct, whether brought into (Jreece 
by C’ailmus and the Pha'nician.s, Against Apion, i, 
sect* 2. 

Letters of .Solomon, and Hiram and the Tyrians, .\n- 
nq. viii, ii, 6, 7: of Xerxes king of the Persians to 
Kzra xi, V, 1 ; of Artaxerxos to the governors near 
Judea, c. vi, sect. 12; of An ivK'has the (ireat to 
Ptolemy Fpiphanes, xii, iii, 3; t'f the Samaritans to 
to Antiochus Theos, c. v, sect. .5 ; of Alex.andcr Ualas 
to Jonathan, xiii, ii, 2 ; of Onia.s to Ptolemy anddlco- 
pUra, c. iii, sect. I ; of Ptolemy and Cleopatra to Onia.s, 
sect. 2; of Demetrius to Jonat.lian and the Jews c. 


Iv, sect. 9 ; of Jiillu.s Caesar to the Rom.in inagi.strates^ 
xi\', X, 2, Ate. ; .and to the Sldonians, ib. ; of Mark 
Antony to the Tyrians, e. xii, set.‘t. 1, 5. 

Levites, exempted from military functions, Antiq. iii, 

xii, 1. 

Levite’s concubine abused by the inhabitants of Gi 
heath, Antiq. v, xi, 8. 

Lcvitical tribe con.soerated by Moses, Antiq. iii, xf, 1 
their allowance, iv, iv, 3, ».Lc. ; how many cities be- 
longed to them, ib. 

LiIxtius Maximus, governor of Judea, War, vi, vl, G 

Lilxrty granted the Jews by Demetriu.s, Antiq. xiii, ii 

I. iby’s, Antiq. I, vi, 2. 

Longinus, a tribune, W.ar, ii, xix, 7. 

Longinus’ bravery, War, v, vii, 3. 

Longus, a viohnt llom.an, kills himself. War, vi, ili. 

f.ot, Antiq. 1, vi, .3; o. ix- 

J. iOt’s wife, .Antiq. i, xi, 1. 

Lucilius Bassiis takes Maeherus, War, vii, vi, 1 — fi. 

I.ueullus, Antiep xiii, xv, 1. 

l upus, governor of Alexandria, War, vii, x, 2. 

I.iipus, Junu.s, a conspirator, is put to death, Atitiq. 
xix, ii, 4, .3. 

Lycurgus, .Against Apion, ii, sect. 31. 

I.ydda burnt. War, ii, xix, 1. 

Lysanias, son of Ptolemy, is put to death, Antiq. xv, 
iv, 1 ; War, i, xiii, 1. 

Lysias, commander of Antochiu.s’ army, Antiq. xii, vii, 
2, Ate. 

Lysimjiehus obtains the government of the Hellespont, 
after the death of .Alexander, Antiq. xii, i. 

Afaac.'ih, Reliolxvam’s wife, .\ntiq. viii, x, 1. 

Maae.ahah, son of .Nahor, by his concubine Rcuma, 
Antnp i, vi, 5. 

Maastiah, son of Aha/-, slain in battle, Anticp ix, xii, 

Maaseiah, governor of the city, Antiq. x, iv, 1, 

Maccabees, their history, Antiq. xii, ^ i, 1, Ate. 

Macedonians, governed by a Roman prwotisu), War, 
Ii, xvi, 4. 

.Maeliera.s, Antiq. xiv, xv, 7, 10; War, i, xvi, G, 7 

0 . xvii, sect. 1, Ate. 

Maelieru.s, surrenders to Rassur,, in oriler tb set Eleazar 
at hberty. War, vii, \i, 1, 

Machines, or engines of the Romans, War, v, vi, 2; 
for ea.sting stones, of how great force, War, iii, vii, 
2.3. 

MaeJiir, .\ntiq. vii, v, .3. 

M.'idai, or .Medes, Aritiip i, vi, /. 

M.adianites, or Midiaiiite.s, bring I.siael into siibjeetlon, 
Antiip v, vi, I ; Mos<‘.s makes war upon them and 
beats them, iv, vii, 1, their women seaucc the IsraeU 
ites, e. vii, sect. »> 

Magician, War, ii, xiii, .3. 

Mtigog, Antiq. i, \i, 1. 

Mah.tlaleei, Antiq. i, iii, 2. 

Mahlon, son of Klimi'leeh, .Antiq. v, ix, 1. 

Malaleel, .\nti«p i, iii, 1. 

.Malehishua, :-on of .'■5aiil, .Antiq. vi, xiv, J. 

Mulehus, or Maliehus, king of the .Arabians, Antitp 

xiii, V, 1; xiv, xiv, 1, Ate.; War, i, xiv, 1. 

Maliehus, a Jewish eoiiunandcr, .\iitiq. xiv, v, 2; W’ar, 

1, viii, 3; e. xi, seel. 2, Ate.; he poisons .Antii'aler 
Antiq. xiv, xi, 1 ; lie is .i great ilissemb'.er >et. 1, .3 
he is Killeii by a device of iiertxl, sect. H. 

Malthaex", Arehelaus’ mother die.s, .Vnti<p xvii, x, 1, 
she wa.s a .Sam.aritan, and llenKl’swife, War, i,x\viii, 
I. 

Mamhros, or Mamre, Antiii. i, x, 2. 

Manaem, or Manahem, .Antiip ix, xi, 1. 

Man.xhcin, aiiKs^eii, .Antiip xv, x, .3. 

Miuiahem, son of Judas the Galilean, Life, sect. 5 
W.ar, ii, xvii, 8, Ate. 

.Mana^.ses, king of Judah, Antiq. x, iii, 1, Ate; he i.s 
earrierl into e.aptivily, .sect. 2 ; he is sent to his 
kingdom and dies, ib. 

Manasses, brother of Jaddiis, marries the daughter of 
S.aiiliallet, Antiq. xi, vii, 2, Ate.; he is made high- 
priest among the .'-Jamaritans, xii, iv, 1. 

M:inli:i.s (Lueiu<^), son of I.ueiiis, Antiq. xiii, ix, 2. 

Maim.a r.ainetl from heaven, Antirp iii, i, 6 ; the signifi- 
cation of the word, ih. ; a sort of manna fell in Ara- 
bia in the days of Jo.sc|)hus, ib. 

Mannciis, son of I.azanis, War, v, xiii, 7. 

M.aiioaeh, .Antiq. v, viii, 2. 

M.anslanghter, siisiieeled, how purged among the Jews, 
.Antiq. iv, viii, IC. 

Marcellus, .Antiq. xviii, iv, 2. 

Mareu.s, or Mureus, pn^sident of Syria, afler Sextus 
Caesar, Antiq. xiv, xi, 1, Are.; War, i, x, 10, &c. 

Maria, a noble woman, eats her own « hild, W’ar, vi. 
iii, iv. 
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Marlamne, Agrlppa senior’s daughter hy Cyprus, An- 
tiq. xviii, V, 1; War, ii, xi, 9. J 
Mariamne, or Miriam, Moses’ sLstcr dies, Anti<\. iv, iv, 

6 . 

Mariamne, Is married to Herod, War, i, xli, 3; she 
grows angry with Herod. Antiq. xv, viii, 1, &e.; 
War. i, xxii, if; her temper, Antiq. xv, vii, 1; she is 
put to death, seet. I, her eulogium, scet. (i; her 
sons strangleil. War, i, xxvii, fa’. 

Mariamne, daughter of Josephus and Olympias, Antiq. 
xviii, V, 4. 

Mariamne, daughter of Simon the highqjriest, Wiir, i, 
xxviii, 4. 

Mariamne, daughter of Agrippa senior, manrictl to 
Ardielaus, Antiq. xx, vi^ I ; divoretxl. War. ii, vii, 

4 ; afterwards married to Demetrius, Antiq. xx, vii, 

.3. 

Marion, tyrant of the 'Pyrlans, Antiq. xiv, xii, 1. 

Marriage of free men with slaves unlawful among the 
Jews, Antiq. iv, viii, ':?3. 

Marriage contracts, altered by IIero<l at Anti pater’s de- 
sire, Antiq. xvii, i, 2. 

Marsus, president of Syria, Antiq. xix, vi, 4; c. vii, 
seet, 2 ; and e. viii, sect. 1. 

Mav.syas freedman of Agiippa, Anliii- xviii, vi, .t, 7, K'. 
M.-irullus, master of the horse, Antiq. xviii, vi, l(‘. 
Margeuus, kingof tlie Tyrians, Against Apioii, i. seet. 

IS. 

Mattathias, great grandson of Asmoneus, the father of 
the Maccalx'es, Antifp xii, vi, I ; refuses to ott’er sa- 
erifice to an idol, seet. 2 ; persuades tlie Jews to fight 
on the Sahhath day, ih. ; exliorts his sons to defeiul 
the law, sect. .3 ; he dies, -cct. I. 

Mattathias, son of Al)salojn, .AJitup xiii, y, 7. 

Matthi.as, maile higli-priest, .\ntiq. xix, vi, 4. 

Matthias Curtus, one of Josephus’ ancestors. Life, sect. 

1 . 

Matthias, son of Margalothus or Maroalus, Antiq. xvii, 
vi, 2; War, i, xxxiii, 2; he and his partners - 
burnt alive, Antiq. xvii, vi, 4. 

Matthias, son of 'Pheirphilus, made high-priest, Antiq. 
xvii, IV, 2; and xx, ix, 7i lu-' is deprived, xvii, vi, 

4. 

Matthias, Josephus’ father. Life, sect. 1. 

Matthias, son of Uoethius, calls in .Simon to his assis- 
tance, ami i.s after\\ard.sput to death by him, War, \ , 

, xiii, I. 

N*I;ilhus.ila, Antiq. i, iii, I. 

Maximus (Lilienus), governor of Judea, War, vii, vi, 
t). 

Maximus (Trcbelliusl, Antii;. xix, ii. .3. 

Me.'il, the purest used in the Jewisti obtations, Antiq. iii, 
ix, 4. 

Mcgassarus, War, v, xi, .''u 
Meinis, son of Hclgas, War, vi, v, 1. 

Mela, .an amhassa«lor of Areliolaus, Antiq. xvi, x, f. 
Malehisedee, ciUertaiis Abram, Antiq. i, x, 2. 

MeMiuicau, i>ue of tlie seven priiiees of I’ersia, Antiq. 
xi, vi, I. 

Meneth'ums, the philosoplu r, Antiq. xii, ii, 12. 
Menelaus, or Oni.is, Antiq. xii, vi, 1. 

Mencs, or Minous, built Moinpltis, Antiq. viii, vi, 2. 
Mens lives liad been happy, if Adam bad not sinned 
;\llti({. i, i, 1. 

Mcphiboshetli, son of Jon.atbaii, is highly favourtxl b' 
rWiit, .\ntiq. vii, v, j; c. xi,seet. .3. 
Mcplira’iiuthosis, kingof Kgypt, Against Apion, i, sec' 
1.3. 

Meplircs, king of I'gyi’L -'gainst Apion, sect- 13. 
Mer.iimh, son of Joatli.im, Antiq. viii, i, 3. 

Mcrbalus, king of ihe Tyrians, .\gainst Apion, i, .saM 

21 . 

Mesa, or M.a.sli, Antiq. i, vi, 1. 

Mchiia, king of Moab, Antiq. ix, iii, 1. 

Mcshcch, or Mostieh, .\nt<]. i, vi, I. 

Mesheeb, one of the three holy children, Antiq. x, x 

1 . 

Mcssalas, .\ntiq. xiv, xiv, 4. 

Me.s.salina, M'ife of t’iaudius, Antu]. xx, viii, 1; Wai 
ii, xii, «. 

Mestra'i, or Mitzraim, Egyptians, Antiq. i, vi, 2. 
Metilius, a Homan commander, War, ii, xvii, 1(». 

Micah the prophet, (juoted m Jeremiah, .\iitiq. x, v 

2 . 

Mieaiah, the prophet, .Viitiq. viii, xiv, 5; he i.s put i 
prison, ib. 

Mice, spoil the country of .Xslulotl, .Antiq. vi, i, 1 ; fiv 
gulden, mice, sect. 2. 

Miea, son of Mephibosheth, Antiq. viii, v, 5. 

Miehal, Saul's daughter, married to Daviil, Antiq. vi, 
X, 3; she saves l3avid’s life, c. xi, sect. 4. 

Midianites. See Madianites. 

Milcali, wife of Nalior, Antiii. i, vi, ,3. 

Milk, with the firstlings of the fiock, ull'ered by Abel, 
Antiq. i, ii, 1* 


Minuci.an s (Annius), Antiq. xix, I, IfJ, s, Jre, 

Muii«-iai s (.Marcus), Antiq, xix, iv, 

Miracles, a foundalioii of eredibility, Aiitiii. x li 1. 

Misael, one of the three holy children, AnUo. x, x, 1. 
Mithridates, Antiq. xi, i, 3. 

Mithridates, king of iVrgamus, Antiii. xiv. viii. 1 
brings succours to Ciesar in Kgypt, ib. ; War, i ix .3. 
Mithridates .Sniax, king of Partliia, Antiq. xiii, xiv. 3 
Mithridates, king of Pontus, liios, Aiitiii. xiv, iii 4. 
Mithridates, a Parthian, marries king Artab.anus’d.'uigh- 
ter, .Antiq. xviii, ix, C ; he is taken iirisorier, by 
Anileus, ib. t and set at libertv, il). ; bis expecUtioii 
.agaimst the Jew's, sect. 7 ; lie routs Anileus, ib. 

Mitzraim, Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

Modius, ^'Equieulus, I.ife, sect. II, 21, 

Monoba/.us, kmg of Adia’toiie, Aiitiii- xx. ii, 1; War, 
ii, xix, 2 ; bis death, Aiiti(|. xx, ii, .3 ; 

Moon, eclipsed, Antiq. xvii, vi, 1. 

Moses, his character, Antiq. Pref. sect. 4; his birth 
foretold, ii, ix, 2, .3; how liorn, and saved alive, 
seet. 4; why called Mouses, or Moses, sect. G; A- 
gaiiist Apioti, 1 , sect. .31; .idopled by Thenmithis, 
Antiq. ii, ix, 7; brought up to si.c-i ced her father, 
ih. ; Iramjdes the crown um’.er his feet, ib. ; he is 
made general of the Egyptian army, and beats the 
Ktbiopians, e. x, seet. 1, ite. ; he marrii-s 'Pharbis, 

Uie king of Ktniopia’s daughter, sect. 2; he (lies out 
of Kgijit, e. xi, sect. 1 ; he assists Haguel's daughter.*! 
against the shepherds, seer. 2 ; secs the burning bush 
at .Sinai, e. xii, seet. 1 ; is appointeil to be the deliv- 
erer of the Israelites, seet. .3; lie does mlnu K'S, and 
hears the most sacred name of (hnl, seet. .3, 1 ; he re- 
turns to Kgypt, e. xiii, stx-t. 1 ; he works miracles 
Ix'fore Pharoah, seer. 2, .Ve. ; he leails the Israelites 
out of Egypt, e. xv, seet. I : horv many was llrdr 
nuinbt'rs, ib, ; how old he was at lliat time, seet. 2; 
his pr.ayor to Lod.o. xvi, sect. 1 , lie leads the Israel- 
ites through the Hed .'se.i, sect. 2; he makes the 
bitter water swcit, iii, i, 2 ; he procures the Israelites 
quails and manna, sect. ti ; c. xi i, he brings wa- 
ter out of the rock, c. i, sect. 7; be beats the Amale- 
kites, e. iii, seet. 4; he brings to the people the 
fables of the covenant, c. v, sect. he stays forty 
(lays ujicii -Mount Sn;ai, il). ; liis so long stay causes 
great doubts and une.isiiuvs.unotig lliepeople, seet. " J 
fie confers the priesthood on .Varoii, e. viii, seet. 1; 
offers s.!eiilioes at the tabernaele, seet. t', 10 ; receives 
laws ami commands at the tahernaele, sect. 10; con- 
!,ei-r,ite.s to (iod tlio tribe of I.evi, e. xi, '-t'ct. 1, Ac. ; 
numbers the people, e. xii, seet. 1; gives oruers for 
tlifir iiuti'cliiiig, ib, Ac.; semis .spies to search the 
l.itid ( f faiinaii, e. .xiv, .se\?t. 1, Ac; quells the fiU’tion 
of Corah, iv, ij, .3, Ac. ; his justice, c. iii, scttf. 1; 
his pniyei ti» Coil, sect. 2; lie el(‘aii-;es th.c pcO()le, c 
iv, seet. (i; he .tcs'nus Silioii and (*g, e. v, .*<c<*t. .3 
he defc.its tlie kings of Midian, e. vii, sect. 1 *, he ap- 
point; Jo'.hua to be his sueixs^or, sc-et. 2 ; his predio 
tions Ix-fore his death, e. viii, seet. 2; his sotig in 
hexameter verse, sect. 11 ; a rwapitulation of his 
laws, e. vii, he bind.- lire Israelites by an oath to ol>- 
serve (hem, st'et. 13 ; he blesses JosKu a, ;uul exhorts 
him to lead the Israelites eouragetniNly into the land 
of Caiinan, sect. 17 ; he is surrounded with a cloud, 
ami di.ssappears, sect. IS ; his death greatly lamooted 
by tlie people for tbii tv days, seet. 1'J ; he is seaiidaliz- 
ed, as ajlbeted with the leprosy, ni, \i, |; (ds great 
autlionly, e, .xv, sect. ,3 ; his books laid up in the tem- 
ple, x, iv, 2; wh.it they eoMt.'in, .\gain.st Apion, i, 
.sect. 8; ealle.l by Maiittlio, (jMitsiffi, priest ol 0.siiis 
Oi llebopoli.s, .sect. 2o' ; allowed by ihe I-'sn iitians to 
lx; a divine man, scet. .jl ; the ;iges in wliidi ne lived, 
ii, .s<.x'l. 13 ; bis viitue and great actions, sect. 1.5, 1*: . 
bis posterity honoured by D.u id, .Viiliq. vii, xv, 7. 
Mosoeh, or AL'm-vIi, Antiq. i, vi, 1. 

Miukuiiis, president of .'syria, Aiuiip xii, iii, 1; War, 
iv, i,3; e. ix, sixt. 2 ; e. x, .sect, li, 7; .and e. xi, seet. 1. 
Mule, the king’s inuh’, Antitp vii, \iv, 5. 

Muiuius ( Deeiusj, ravishes Ihiuiina, the wife of .Satur- 
iiinus, Aniiq xviii, iii, 1; 

M ureas. See Marcus. 

Mii.sieal instruments of the Jews, the Cynara Naola, 
.and Cymbahim, dcseribtHl, .Antiq. vii, xii, 3. 

Mysian war. War, vii, iv, 3. 

Mytgonus, king v>f Tyiv, Against Apion, I, sect. 21. 

Naamah, .an .Ammonitess, the mother of Rehoboam, 
•Antiq. viii, viii, 1. 

Naamuli, daughter iT Lamceh, Antiq. i, ii, 2. 

N:iash, or Naluisb, k.ng of the Animomtes, Antiq. vii, 
vi, 1 ; his war .ag.ainst the Israeldi's, vi, v, 1. 

Nabal, a fiKilish nuan, .Antiq. vi, xiii, tk 
Nabnandclus, or Nabonadius, or llaltasar, king of Ba- 
bylon, Antiq. x, xi, 2; Against Apion, i, sect. 20. 
Nulx)lassar, or Nabo{K>llassar, king of Babylon, Again:4 
Apion, i, sect. 19. 
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INDEX. 


Js’nlioni, Antiq. vHi, xil), 8 . 
obiicliodonosor, or N abnchad nezzar, king of llabylon, 
Against Apioii, i, soct. 19 ; li« conquers a great part 
of Syria, Antiq. x, vi, 1 ; lio l;iys a tax upon the .low.s, 
il). ;; lie t.akcs and sacks .lornsalom, c. vi, .sect. 3 : and 
0 . viii, sect. 1 , &c. j his famous dream or vision, 
0 . 10 ; sect. 3, &c. ; his golden iin.age.eect. 5 ; he lives 
among tlie \)oiist.s of the field, sect. 0 ; ho dies, c. xi, 
sect. 1 . 

Jsabuzardan, or Tsebnzuvdun, j'luiidors sind burns the 
temple, Antiq. x, viii, Dj his other luemorublo ac 
tions, c. ix, sect. 1 . 

Ji.iccbiis, captain of the Arabians, Antiq. xvi, ix, 2 ; c. 
X, .sect. 8. 

Ts'achor, or Nahor, Antiq. i, vi, 0. 

Ts'adab, son of Aaron, Antiq. iii, viii, 1, 7. 

]Sadab, king of Israel after Joroboam, Antiq. viii, xi, 

4. 

Kahnm the prox*het, Antiq. ix, xi, 3; his prophecy con- 
cerning Nineveh, ib. 

N'aoini, f.limeloch’s wife, Antiq. v, ix, 1. 

N’atlian, Davirl’s son, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 

Nath.an the propliet, Aiititi. vii, iv, 4; c. vii, sect. 3; 
c. xiv, sect. 4. 

Nations dispersed, Antiq. i, v, 1 ; called by new names 
by the Greeks, ib. 

Nazarites, Antiq. iv, iv, 1 ^ .and xix, vi, 1. 

Neapolitans, I.ife, seet. i’4, i v 5 War, ii, xvi, 2. 

N'echao, or Neciio, king of Egypt, Antiq. x, vi, 1; ho 
is coiniuered by Nebuchadnezzar, ib. 

Nidiemiah, Antiq, xi, v, <J ; hi.s love to his country, ib. • 
he exhorts tlu^ jieoplo to relmild tho walls of Jeru- 
salem, sect. 7 ; hi.s death and culogium, sect. 8 . 
.Nelni.“ht,a, mother of Jehoiachiii, Aiitiq. x, vi, 3. 
Ne])lian, or Jilhanan, Antiq. vii. xii, 2. 

Nergal-sharezer, .Xntiip x, viii. 2. 

Neriah, high-prie.'t, Anti(i. x. viii, ( 1 . 

Neviglis.voi', king of Jlabylon, A gainst Apion, i, sect. 20. 
Nero made emperor, Antiq. xx, viii, 2 ; War, ii, xii, 
8 ; a mo.'t cruel tyrant, Antiq. xx. viii, 2 ; his violent 
deatli, War, iv, ix, 2 . 

Netir, a (Jalilean, War, iii, vii, 21 , 

Nicauor. Antiq. xii, ii, 11 ; < .«ect. H; AVar, iii, viii, 

2, &c.; sent bv Hemetrius against Judas, Amiq. xii, 

x. 4 ; defeated and kilU d, sect. 0 . | 

Nicanor, a friend of Titus, wonmh'd with an arrow, 1 
M .'ir, V, vi, 2. I 

Ni<Mso. married to iMana.«se.s, Anliq. xi, vii, 2. • 

Nicau.se, or Nitooris, queen of Jigypt, Antiq. viii, vi, 

Niceteria, or festival for the vi<’tory over N ic.anor, An- 1 
liq. xii, X, 5. . | 

Nieo (the conqueror), the name of the princijal llo- ! 

man battering-ram, A\ ar, v, vii, 2 . ■ 

Nicolaus of .Dama.scus, the Jews’ ailvo.'.ale, Anliq. xii, I 
iii, 2; and xvi, ii, 2; he is siMit to JI( ro<l by Atigiis 
I't. 4 ; his s|ieo<‘h Itefori' Aiignsfns in fa 
vour of Archelaus, xvii, ix, • -.xi, sei-t.S; War, ii, 

ii, b; he exaggerates Antipaler’s crimes, xvii, v, 4; 
War, i, .\xxii, 4 ; hi.s brother Ptolemy, ii. ii, 3. 

Niger of Perea, War, ii, xi.x, 2; e. xx, sect. 4 ; and 

iii, ii,l; and iv, vi, o; hi.s womlcrful escape, iii, ii, 

3. 

Niglis.s.ar, Ant'q. X. .\i, 2. 

Nimrod, or Nebrodes, Antiq. i, iv. 2. Ac. 

Ni.sroch, or Ara.skc, a temple at Niin veh, Antiq. x, i, 

Noe, or Noah, Antiq. i, iii, 1 ; he is .s.'ivcd in the ark, 
.‘<ect. 2 ; inv»)cate.s God after tlu' deluge, sect.?; (b»d 
answers liis prayiT, .sect. 85 laws given to him, ib. ; 
he is overtaken Vitli w ine, c. vi, sect. 3; his geiie.a- 
iogy, c. iii, sect. 2 ; his death, sect. 9. 

Nomas, of Heliopolis, 180 furlong.s from Alcmphi.s, 
War, vii, X, 8 . 

Norbanus Flaccus’ letter to the Sardinians, in bidialf 
of the Jews, Antiq. xvi, ri, >!. 

Norbanins (another i>er.son) slain, Antiq. xi.x, i, 15. 
Nuinenius, .son of Antiochus, Antiq. xiii, v, 8 . 

Oaths prevails with Saul above natural alfection, Aii- 
tiq. vi, vi, 4. 

Obadiah, a protector of tho true prophets, Antiq. viii, 
xiii, 4, hr. 

Obedience to be learned before men undertake govern- 
ment, Antiq. iv, viii, 2. 

Oboda.s, king of tho Arabians, Antiq. xiii, xiii, 6 . 
Octavio, daught- r of ClaudinM, War, ii, xii, 8 . 

Odeas, high prie.«t, Antiq. x, viii, 3. 

Oded the prophet, Antiq. ix, xii, 2 . 

Og, king of Jlashan, Antiq. iv, v, 3; his Iron bed, ib. ^ 
Oil used in tho Jewish oblations, Antiq. iii, ix, 4; oil 
consumed by the seditious, War, ii, xiii, «; oil pre- 
pared by foreigners not used by the Jews, Antiq. xii, 
iii, 1 : War, ii, xxi, 2. 

Olympias, H o-l's daughior by Malthacc, aSainaritan, 


Antim svil, i, 3; she is married to Joseph, tho son of ' 
Ilcrod’a brother, War, i, xxviii, 1 . 

01 ympiii.s, Jupiter’s imago, Antiq. xix, i, 1,2. 

Olympus sent to Homo, Antiq. xvi, x, 7, 9; War, i, xxvii, 

Omri, king of Israel, Antiq. viii, xii, . 5 . 

On, the son of Pclcth, Antiq. iv, ii, 1 . 

Oiii.is, son of Jaddus, succeeds in tho high priesthood, 
Antiq. xi, viii, 7. 

Oiii.as, the son of Simon, made high priest, Antiq. xii, 
iy, ] ; causes great trouble.^, sect,. 11 . 

Oiii.as, brother of Jesus, or Jason, made high priest. 
Antiq, xii, iv, 1. 

Oni.as and Dositlieu.s, two .Tewi-sh captains, saved Egypt 
from ruin. Against. Apion, ii, sect. 0. 

Onia.s, son of Oiiias, Hies into Kgypt, and then* dr.fii'e.s 
to build a Jewisli tenii>le, Antiq. xiii, Hi, 1 , 3 ; War, 
i, i, I; and vii, x, 3; his letter to Ptolemy and 
Cleopatra, Antiq. xiii, iii, their an.swcr, .sect. 2 ; 
he builds tho temple Onion, sect. 85 that temple is 
shut up, War, vii, x, 4. 

Oiiia.H, a just ni.an, iMociire.<i rain in a famine by his 
prayers, Antiq. xiv, ii, 1 ; he i.s atoned to death, ib. 

Ol>heIliii.a, Antiq. xiv, xiii, 5; War, i, xiii, 5. 

Opliir, Antiq. i. vi, 4. 

Opobalaamuni, Antiq. viii, vi, C, and xiv, iv, 1. 

Oracle.s of the prophct.a concerning the destruction of 
Jerii-salem, u ar, iv, vi, 3; c. x, sect. 7; and vi, ii, 

1 ; concerning a great i>rince to ari.-e iu Judea, c. v. 
sect. iv. 

Oreb, a king of Midian. Antiq. v, vi, 5. 

Orodes, Antiq. xviii, ii, 4. 

Oronna, or Arinmah, thtv JebiiHile, Antiq. viii, iii, 3 ; 
his thrashing tioor, c. xiii, sect. 4; where l.saac wa.s 
to be ollcred, and the temple wa.s afterwards liiiilt 
ib, 

Orpah, Antiq. v, ix. 1. 

Orn.s king of Egypt, Against Apion, i, sect. 15. 

0 .sarsi]*h (for Mo.se.s), a priest at lleliojioli.s, Against 
Apion, i, sect. 2.8, 31. 

Otho iiiaile emperor, War, iv, ix, 2; lie kilLs himselC 
sect 9. 

Oxen, brazen, the Jews forbidden to in.iki! tlimn, ,Vn- 
ti<l. viii, vii. 5. 

Pacoriis, king of Media, Anliq. xx, iii. 4; redroitifl 
hi> wife and coiiciibine.s from tlie .Mans, War, vii, 
vii, 4. 

Pac<»rus, the king of Part hia’s son, gets po.--!e j.sion of 
Syria, Antiq. xiv, xiii, 3 ; lays a plot, to catch llyr- 
caniisaml ldiasai'lu.s, .sect. 0 ; niarclii's against tlie 
Jew.s, War, i, xiii, I ; he is admitted into Jerusalem, 
.si'ct. 3; i.s slain in batth', Anliq. xiv, xv, 7. 

IV-tii.s ((^e.seimi us), president of Syria, War, vii, vii, I; 
his expedition into lioinniagena, ib. 

Pageaiit.s, or J’eginata, at Til u.s' triuini>h, War, vii, 5, 

Palace at Home, .Vntiq. .xix, iii. 2. 

Pallas, ll<‘ro<l‘.H wife, Antiip xvii, i, 3; War, i, xxviii, 


Palm trees at .Tericho, veryfamoiis, Antiti. ix,i,2; and 
xiv, iv, 1 . 

I’aiuivcliis. the concubine of Ard.rlaiis, War, i, .\xv,ij. 

rai»inius, Antiq. xix, i, <», I. 

I’apfu ' I ‘•cut into Samaria by Aiitigonus, Antiq. xiv, 
XV, 12; War, i, xvii, ' 

li'^e de.'-cribed, .\ntiq. i, i, 3; a ]>ensile paradise^ 
or garden at IJabyhiu, Against Apion, i, fiOef. ]!i. 

P.irents’ good deed.s are ad vautageoins to their chil- 
dren, Antiq. viii, xi, 2 ; how (o be bononred by tbe 
law of Alose.s, Against Apion, sect. 27. 

Parthiaiis po.ssess t,heni.Helvep of Syria, and endeavour 
to settle Antigoau.s in Judea, War, i, xiii, 1. &c. ; 
their exi>editi<in into Judea, Antiq. xiv, xiii, 3 ; they 
b<*.«legea Ji Tus'alem, ib. • tlicy t.akck the city and 
temple, sect. 4; tlieir i)erfidiou.siie.s.s, sect. 4, fi; War, 
i. xiii, 3, &c. 

Pas.sovcr, a Jewish festival, Antiq. ii, xiv, <>; and iii, 
X, 5; ami xiv, ii, 1; and xiv, ix, 3; the nianiier of 
its celebration, War, vi, ix, iii; called tbe feast of' 
nil leaveiH'd bread, Antiq. xiv, ii, I; and xvii, ix, 3; 
War, v, iii, 1 ; on tlio fourteenth day of Nisan, An- 
liq. xi, iv, 8 ; VVar,v, iii, I ; very numerous sacrifices 
then olfered, ainl vast nnmber.s come up to it, Antiq. 
xvii, ix, 3; War, ii, i, 2; from the ninth hour to tlie 
eleventh, and not less tliaji ten to one paschal lamb, 
vi, ix, 3; number of paschal lambs in the days of 
C'estiiis, 2 .'> 0 ,.'yi) 0 , ill. 

Paulina ravished by Miindiiz, Antiq. xviii, iii, 4. 

Paiilinus, a tribune. War, iii, viii, 1. 

Pan linns succeeds Lupus as governor of Alexatidrla, 
War, vii, x, 5; he ])luiiderH and shuts up the temple 
Onion, ib. 
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'atisanitis, son of Cerastes, murders Philip king ofj 
.Nfaccdon, A.ntiq. i, viii, 1. . 

‘oaco and good laws tlio greatest blessings, A.ntiq. vii, \ 
xiv, 2, 

earo, as a goddess, has a temple at Romo, War, yii, v, 
7, 3; R. vi, sect. 24. [ 

'odanhis. War, i, xxvii, 2; and vi, ii, 8. 

Pehah slays Pokahiafi, an<I snccoods him, Antiq. ix,xi, 
1; ho defeats th(5 king of .Judah, e. xii, sect. 1; he is 
slain by lloshea, c. xiii, sect. 1. 

Pekaiah, king of Israel, Antiq. ix, xi, 1. 

Pel eg, Antiq. i, vi, 4. 

Peniiinah, Antiq. v, x. 2. 

Penteoost, a .Jewish festival, Antiq. iii, x, 6; and xvii, 
X, ii, whence it had that name. War, ii, iii, 1 ; vast, 
nnmbevscarno to it, ii>. ; the ]»rieBts then attended i 
the temple in the night, vi, v, 3; the .Jews did not | 
then take journeys, Antiq. xiii, viii, 4. 
erea entirely subdued by the llomans. War, iv, vii, 

Pergameu’s decree in favour of the Jews, Antiq. xiv, x, 
22 , 

Perjury supposed by some not dangerous, if done by 
necessity, Antiq. v, ii, 12; dreaded t)y.I<isliii.a and the 
elders, r. i, sect. Id; dreaded also by the peoi)le, e. ii, 
.sect. 12. 

Persians, their seven principal families, Auliq. xi, iii, 
1 ; their king is wat.che<l during his slecq), K«*ct. 1; 
their law forb-'de strangers to s<'etlieir king's wives, 
c. vi, sect. I ; seven men \v«‘ro the interpreters of their 
law’s, ih. ; their royal roVavs, sect.'.*. 

I’estilence. ,Sce Plague. 

l’( s ti 1 i u s O'rea 1 is, the proc<fii a ul , red nct\a the* G enna ns. 
War, vii, iv, 2. 

Pi'tina, the will* of C'landins, Antiq. xx, viii, 1; War, Ii. 
xii, 8. 

Petronins, nor of Kgyqd, Antiq. xv. ix, 2; he 

ill* I'od with '■ I time < ’ " ‘ , ib. 

Petronins (Publius), is ina*le president of Syria, Antiq. 
xviii, vii, 2; is sent with :in army to Jerii.salein hy 
r aiiis, t'» set n[» liis staliiea in the leioT'le, c. ix, sect. 
2, \c. ; War. ii. v, 1; his <‘ndeuvonrs to prevent it, 
and ti* save the .lews, w'ith his an<l their \vond<*vful 
di'liv* ! anci , il*. ; hisedictagainstihe iJorites, Antiq. 
, xix. vi, 3. 

Pli’jedra, Ih'i’od's v, I”.', Antiq. xvii, i, 3. 

Plmlian, ,\ntip.il,i I’s l•rotll( ^^ .Vnle]. xiv, ii, 3; AVar, 
vi. 

Mi;\lan, D.’ivid's son, Antiq. vii, iii, 3. 

F'lia'iti. son of bai.sh. Anti*;, vi, xiii, S; an»l vii, i, 4. 
PlMnni>is, son of Samuel, ma*ie high j»riest. War, iv, 
lii, S. 

Piiaraoli, denoted king in tli*} Egyptian tongue, Antiq. 
iii, 2. 

Phai isi , i<|. xi i, x. o; and 

xviii, i, J; V.ir, i, v, 2; they envy Hyreanus, .Xn- 
tiq. xiii, X, •) oiiposit** to the .Sa<Mnce«*.s in thVir 

; ■ ' er. *i; their great authority, xv ii, 4 ; 

es]'<'ci'ally in the reign of <pioen M*‘xan«’lra, xiii, xvi, 
2; War, i, v, 2; which last***! nine y*‘avs, s*>ot, 4; 

tin. 

rod, .\ntiq. xvii, ii, 4; tli»*y ar<* liiu**! for it. ib.; th 
nnwritt*'!! tra<iif i<Mis, xiii. v, . c. x, se«-t. tl ; their 
ino*h*rati«>u in iullicding pnnishmentr>, the c.»mnnui 
pei>])le si*le with tln'in, ib. ; thi'y are nn*.*'C skilful in 
the knowle*lge of the law, Lite, sect. 33. 

Phavnaces. son *'f .Mithrldates, Antiq. xiv. iii, I. 
IMiasaelns, s<*n of Antipater, Antiq. xiv, vii, 3; ,m*l 
xvii, i, 3; War, i, viii, *8; liis *i**ath, Antiq. xiv, xiii. 
10 ; and xv, ii. I ; War, i. xiii, 10. 
rhasa**lns, sen ef Herod, .\ntiq. xvii.i, 3. 

1‘heldas, Anti*], i, vi, 

Pheles. king of the Tyrians, ^g!un^t Apien. i, .sect. 18. 
PlM'n^ras, Anti]*at**r'*s son hy <Jy]'ros, Antiq. xiv, vii, 
3; War, i, viii, 5); liatt s Sah>nn**s chiblren, Antiq. 
xvi, vii, 3; War. i, .xxiv. A; makes .Vle.xander jealous 
of liis wif<*(llaphyra, willi Mere*! his father, .Anti*;, 
xvi, vii, 4; prov<»kes Her*)*! to anger, c. vii. .sect. 3; 
lays the blame upon .Sahnn**, e. vii, .sect, a; enler.s 
into fri(‘nd9lvin with Antipaier, xvii, ii, 4; is hated 
by Herod, e. iii, sect. 1; is or<lere<l to la tirc to h*s 
tvtrarchy, sect • 3. 

Pheroras’ wife pays the fine lai«l np*»n th*’* Pliaris<*es, 
.\nthi. xvii, ii, 4 ; she Hsst'ciat*'s ith the other **ourt 
latiies, ib. ; A\ ar, i, xxix, 1: Pb«?rora.s’ freedtnen 
charge her witli gtdting ]'oi**on, Antiq. xvii, iv, 1; 
.she throws herself *l*>wu stairs, seet. 2; War, i, xxv, 
H; her eonfession, Anti*j. xvii, iv, 2. 

Phidoas, the high pr!* st, Antiq. x, viii, <*. 
Phila*ie!phu9(l’tolemy), his skill and industry about 
niechani*’. art.s, ,Aiit!q. xiii, ii, 7; he pr*>p<*sesi pn>- 
blems to I ho seventy-two iiiterpri'ters, .sect. 11 : ho 
procures the Hev»*uty-two iulerprctors to translate 
the law’, c. ii, sect. 1 -14. 

Philip, llero'Ps son by Cleopaira, Antitq. xvii, i, 3; c. 


ii, sect. 2; r. iv, sect. 3; War, i, xxviii, f ; c. .v.xxif, 
sect. 1; brother of Arcli<*lans, ii, vi, 3; what Ilero*! 
left him hylm will, Antiq. xvii, viii, I • what Ctesar 
gave liiin, c. xi, sect. 4; telrarch of Gaulanitis, ancl 
Traclioiiitis, and Paneas, «*. viii, sect. 1 ; c. ix, sect. 1; 
he dies, xviii, iv, (i; his ciihigiiim, ib. 

Philip, a Galilean. War, iii, vii, 21. 

Philip, sou of JsKuinns, Antiq. xvii, ii, 3; Li fe, sect. 11, 

36 ; War, ii, xvii, 4 ; c. xx, sect. 1. 

Philip inadu nygeut of Syria during the minority of 
Eupat«vr, Antiq. xii, ix. 2. 

Philip, king of Syria, Antiq. xiii, iii, 4 ; c. xiv, sect. 3. 
Philip, king of Maccdon, is .slain, Antiq. xi, viii, I. 
P}iili]>ion, son of Ptolemy, marrie.s Ab.'xainlra, the 
daughter of Aristobnlns, Antitp xiv, vii, 4; ho is 
kille*! hy his father, ib. 5 War. i, ix, 2, 

Pliilistiiie.s, th<*ir chief towii.s G.az.a, Accaron.orEkron, 
Aakelon, Gath, and Azotus, or Ashdod, Antiq. vi, i, 

2 ; c. xii*, sect. 10. 

Philo, chief *lcputy of the Jews to Cains, Antiq. xviii, 
viii, I. 

Philosophy of the .l**ws contain** T in the books of their 
law, Ag.iinst .\pion, ii, sect. 4. 

PIiil»ist.ei>harius, .intiq. xiii. x, •'». 

Phinea.s, .son of Glu.sotliii.s War, iv. iv, 2. 

Pliiiieas, .s«»n of Lleuzar, slays Zimri and Co.shi, Antiq. 
iv, vi, 12; leads th*» Jsraelite.s against tho Midi.anitcs, 
c. vii, se<*t. 1 hisspe(>ch to the .lews beyond .Jordan, 

V, i, 2<*; be j.s made bigii prie>.t, .sect. 20; tbe high 
]>riesth<M)d r«*turns to bis bmiily, Antiq. viii, i, 3. 
Phin<*:is, .son of Kli, Anti*;, v, x, l’; he olliciatesashigh 
priest, c. xi, sect. 2; lut i.s slain, ib. 

Pliraate.s, king*>f tlio I’arthiaii.s, Antiq. xv, ii, 2; hii 
deutb, xviii, ii, 4. 

Phraataces. tbe .«*>n of Pbraates, Antiq. xviii, ii, 4. 

Plml, or Pul, king of A.ssyria. Anti*i. ix, xi, J. 

Plitirim. or PuriJii, a .l<.*wi.sli festival, xi, vi, 13. 

Phut, tbe planter of lAbya, Antiq. i, vi, ‘2. 

Pilate tPoiitin.s), tbe procurator of .Jmlea, occasionfi 
tumults among the .low,«. Antiq. xviii, iii, 1 ; causes 
^ of them, sect. I ; War. ii, ix, 4 ; and 

of the Samarirnn,**. .\nti*]. xviii, iv, 1; hois accused 
for it ami sent to Home, s**cf. h. 

Pildash, .\nti*|. i, vi, o. 

Pillars er*.'c(e*l by the children of Seth in the hind of 
.''eriad, Anti*i. nii, 3; pillars of the CVirinthian order 
in .8<do!non’.s palace, viii, v, 2; in Jlorod's temple, 
War, v, V, 2. 

Pi.so, g<>v*;‘rn<>r «'*f Rome, Anti*[. xviii, vi, T). 

PitliolaiM, Anii<|. xiv, vi, 1; c. vii, st'cr. 3; War, i, viii, 

3, 6, !». 

Placidns’ .skinnisbes Avith •It*'.**! bn-*, Life. .“ect. 43, 74 ; 
lii.sotI»er acti<*ns, War, iii, vi, I ; c. vii, sect. 3, 34, and 
ir, i, 3 ; c. vii, .-i'ct. 4. 

Plag I* p* eiice. ra>r»*.« among the rsraolites, An- 
ti*;, xii, xi, 3 ; it c*‘a, '><*.** upon i>avi*l‘s repi'iitaiu’e, c. 
..1: ■, .‘*?t. 1; nm>th*‘r ]te-*tilonc(* in .Indea, xv, vii, 7 
Plato, .Vg.ainst A]*ion, ii, sect. 31 ; he excludes the poet 
from liis commonwealth, st'ci. 3i\. 

P*>h*mo. king <*f CWloia, .\nt\*\. xx. vll, 

! i’oiity of tln^.lows after the ciijuivity, Anti.;, .xi, iv, 8. 

PolU**, a Pliaris«‘0, .Vntiq. xv, i, 1. 

I Piillio. a Homan. .Vntiq. xv, x, 1. 

P*»mpedins, .Vv.ti**. xix. i, . 

Pom pey tlio (treat g***'--* tlii*<*n;.di .8yria to Damascus, 
Vuti*]. xiv, iii, 1; V* ar, i, vi, 4: un<l t*) .lenisalem. 
Anti*;, xiv, iv, 1; War, i, vii, 1; the city di*livered 
up to him, Antiq. xiv. iv. 2 ; he takes the tempi** by 
force, ami kill.s .-ibnmlanc*' of the .l«‘ws, e. iv, seet. 2, 
3. 1; War, i, vii, 4, Ac.; the .Ji-ws semi birn a gold- 
en vine, Antiq. xiv, iii, 1 ; be goes into the holy of 
:ioH*>s, c. iv, sect. 4 ; War, i, vii, 0; me«ldle.s with 
n«>thing in tin* t<*mt)]e, ib; he hear? the cause be- 
tween Hvreanns amt .Vristohiilns, Anti*|, xiv, iii, ‘i; 
*1* t**rmiii*'s it in tavonr of llyrcaiins, and makes war 
upon Aristohulns, .sect, 3, Ac. ; he Hit?s into Epirus, 
*•. viii, se*’t. 4. 

Pontius Pilate. S**o Pilate. 

P*v])his, War, ii, ii, 1. 

Popea, Nero’s wife. Anti*], xx, vii. 11 ; c. xi, sect. 1 ; Life, 
sect. 3; a religious la*ly, ami favourer **f the .Jews, 
.Vntiq. XX, viii, 11. 

P**rcins Festus. See Fostm*. 

Present thing.**, *ineen Alexandra's care, nn*re than fu- 
ture, Anti»i. xiii, xvi, (1. 

Pre.sonts sent to .loseph in I’gypt. .\ntiti. ii, vi, 

Priests, if maimed, are exclmU**! frem the ;iltav and 
tempi*', Antii{. iii, xii, '2 ; Against Ai>ion, i, .sect. 31 ; 
are not to marry several .sorts of women, Anti<i. iii, 
xii. 2; Again.**! A]*ioii. i, s*'ct. 7 ; waslie*! their liamLs 
»n<l feet b*>f*»r*' they went to minister, iii, vi, 2: suc- 
c*'ed one nmdhor accor*ling tot heir course.s, A^aimst 
.\pion, ii, .«e<*t. 8; their allowances, Antiq. ui, ix; 
amliv, iv,3; th**ir courses in number twenty-four, 

(171 . 



INDEX. 


vtf, xlv, 7; Against Apinn, il, sect. 7; arc very nu- 
merous, ib. ; two families from Aaron’s two sons, 
Antiq. v, -Ai, 5 ; th *lr ofHces and employments, 
Against Aplon, ii, sect. 7. 21, 22, 25; (heir sacretl 
garments, Antiq. iil, vii, 1, &c. ; War, v, v, 7; 
priests and Levitcs exempted from taxes by Xerxes, 
Aniiq. xi, v, 1 ; have plaiesof the greatest trust com- 
mitted to them, Against Anion, ii, soot. 18; none but 
priests of the posterity of Aaron, might burn Incense 
at tl.e temple, Antiq. ix, x, 4 ; not to drink wine in 
their sacred garments, iii, xii, 2 ; priesthood a mark 
of nobility among the .Jews, l.ifo, sect. 1. 

Priests among the Egyptians, only kej't their lauds in 
the days of Joseph, Antiq. ii, vif, 1. 

Priesthood, high, translated from one family to another, 
Antiq. v, xi, 5 ; of Oinas, at Heliopolis, xii, lx, 7 ; 
and xiii, x, 4 ; and xx, x, 1 ; vaennf ar ./eru.s;dem for 
four years, xiii, ii. during life, exee])ting under 
Antr(x*luis Ep'phanes, Aristobnlus and Herod, xv, iil, i 
1 ; taken from .le.sus, and given to Simon by Hetod, I 
c. ix, sect. 5 ; settled upon the family of Aaron, ori- ' 
finally, xx, x, 1. 

Priest, liigh, nut lo be the son of a captive woman, Au- 
tin. xiii, x. t; high priests went into the temnle to 
olflciale on S,ahbath-<.1av'. new moons, and festivals. 
War, xii, vii, 5; were to marry a virgin, and not 
to toucii a dead body, Antiq. hi, xii, 2; the liigh 
priest de.sir(Hl by Saul to jnophoey for him, vi, vi, 4 ; 
nigh jinosts, with the indjihcts and sanhedrim, were 
to determine dillioult causes, iv, viii, M; .seicral 
high-priesis at (he same time in latter ages, War, iv, 
Iii, 7; and V, xiii, 1; and vi, ii, 2; to .siuverd by 
birth, Against Apion, il, s(x*t. ?.l ; elected by lot 
among the seditions, Antiq. iv, iii, 8; they abolish 
the regular siieeession, sect, h’ ; Hcrivl, king of (’hal- 
cis, made the high-priest till his death, xx, i, 5; a 
series of the high priests from Aaron to the destruc- 
tion of the temple by Titus, xx, x ; aiiotlier series 
from the building of the temple to the captivity, x, 
viii, (?; h'lgh nriestVs robes kejit by the Uoinans, xx, 
i, 1 .* wliore tney were laid up, xv, xi, 4; and xviii, 
iv, 3 ; and xx» f, 1 ; high priest’s oniaments described, 

iii, vii, 4 ; War, v, v, 7- 

Priuiogcnilure, its privileges sold by Esau, Antiq. ii 

Priinii.« fAntonius), War, iv, ix, 2 ; ho marches against 
Vitellius, c. xi, sect. 2. 

Prisens (Tyrankis), War, li, xix, 4. 

Priseu.i shiiots Jonathan dead with a datl. War vi, ii 
10. 

Privlieges granfotl Die Jews by Akxandor the Great 
Against Apion, ii, sect. 4. 

I’robloms, or riddles, proposed by Sampson at his wed- 
iling, Aniiq- v, viii, fJ. 

Proeulus, (Vitidlius), Antlip xix, vi, 

Propheeie.? eoneerning tlie destruetion of Jeni.-alem, 
War, iv, vi, ^ ; aiul vi, v, 4. 

Piophtvy of Isaiah acconi pi i.s]u(l, .Antiq. xiii, iii, 1. 

Propheeios of Jeremiah and I’.zi-kiel rcitmcileil, Antiq. 
X, V,* 1. 

Prophecies eonld not agree to the events, if the world 
were governed by ehautv, Antin. x, xi, 2. 

Po'p.lieLs, excepting Daniel, ehiclly foretold calaniities, 
Antiq. X, XI. 7 j how greallv lolx? esteeincil, viii, xv, 

C. 

Piophet.s (f.d.se orie.s), snbol■nl^l by tlie Jewish tyrants, 
War, vi, v, 2. 

Pio-eueh.T, or hoii.ses f?f prayer, among the Jews, Idfe, 
.sect. 34. 

Pro‘>tiliition of (he body, a mo.d heitmus c’ imc, Antiq. 

iv, viii, P. 

Providence a.sserted flg.ainst the Epieure.'ins, Antiq. \, 

xi. 7. 

Prudence requires us to prevent the growing iiower of 
an enemy, Antiq. iii, ii, 1. 

Pseiidalcxnndcr, Antiq. xvii, xii, J, Ae. : War, ii, vii, 
J, Ac. 

Ptolemy, the administmtor of llcrud's kiuftdom, Aiiilq. 
xvi, 1 ii, 2, Ac. ; e. viii, .sect. 5 ; e. x, .seet. .3 ; Life, 
sect. 2f». 

Ptolemy, the brother of Cleopatra piosoned by her, I 
Antiq XV, 4, 1, 

Ptolemy, the brother of Nicolaus of Damascus, A rtiii. 
xvh, IX, 3. 

Ptolemy Epiphanes, Antiq. xii, iii, 3; l-.e dies, c. iv, 
•scot. 11. 

PUiJemy, Euergetes, Philojiator, or Eupator, Antlii. 

xii, iii, .3; e. i", seel. J ; Against Apion, ii, .sect. .A. 

Ptolemy, the .son of Jamhlieas, Antiq. xiv, vni, 1 ; War, 

i, ix, 3. 

Ptolemy Lathyrus, Antiq. xiii, x, 2; War, i, iv, 2; he 
i« driven out of his kingdom, Antiq. xiii, xii, 1, Ac; 
he makes an sllianec wiih Alexander, and breaks it, 
C. xii, sect. 4; liis lx)ld soldiers called lleeatontorna- 


clu, sect. 5; he defeats Alexander’s army, lb.; his 
barharouft cruelty, sect. C. 

Ptolemy, son of Lagus, called Sotor, obtains Egypt, after 
the death of Alexander the (ireat, Antiq. xn, i ; takes 
.Jerusalem, and carries many J»;w8 into Egyjit, ib. 

IHolemy Philadelphus, the sei^ond king of Egypt of 
that race, Anti((. i, Pref. sect. 3; Antiq. xii, ii, 1; 
Against Apion, li, sect. 4 ; he procures a translation 
or the law of Mose.s, by the adv ici' of Demetrius I’ha- 
lerus, Antiq. xii, ii, I, Ac.; sctsava.st number of 
Jews free, sect. 3 ; sends a letter to Eloawir the high- 
pricst, sect. 4 ; his liberal oblations and presents, sect. 

Ptolemy Philometer, Antiq xii, iv, 11; e. 3, sect. 2, 
xiii, iii, 1; Against Apion, ii, sect. he and his 
quewi Cleopatra jierniit Onias to Iniild the temple 
Dillon, Antrq. xiii, iii, J, Ac. ; he makes .an expedi- 
tion into .Syria, c. iv, sect. .5; diwovers Afexaruier 
and Ammoniiis’ plot against him, seet.fi; takes his 
d.vughtor from Alexander, and gives her to Deme 
trius, sect. 7 » he might h.vve put two crowns uiior 
his head, that of Asia, and that of Kgy\>t, ib. ; be is 
wounded, and dies of his wounds, sect. 8. 

Ptolemy, son of Menneiis, Antiq. xiii, xvi, 3 ; and xiv, 
iii, 2 ; e. xii, sect. 1 ; Wav, i, iv, 8; e. xiii, sect. J ; 
prince of Chaleis, Antiq. xiv, vii, 4 ; he marries A1 
cxanilra, ib. 

Ptolemy, (lie inunlerer of .Simon, the Maeeabee, Antiq. 
xiii, vii, 4; be murders John Hyreanus’ mother, and 
brother, c. viii, sect. I ; War, i, ii, 4. 

Ptolemy I’hyseon, Antiq, xii, iv, Jl; .and xiii, ix; 
Again.st Apion, il, sect. 3. 

Ptolemy, War, i, i, 1. 

Pndtius engages in u duel witlf Jonathan, and is killed. 
War, vi, ii. Id. 

Punj.s}iinciit of the wicUed, a joyful sight to good men 
Anti(|. ix, vi, 0. 

Purple rolies worn by the Chaldean kings, Antiq. x, xi, 

2; by the Persian kings, xi, iii, 2; e. vi, seid. lb* 
Joseph iselothc<l in purple bv Pharaoh, ii, v, 7. 

Pygmalion, king of Tyw, Against Apion, i, sect. IS. 

Pythian, or Apollo’s temple, built by Herod, Antiq. 
xvi, V, 3. 

Quadratic (I’lnmidius), jiresldent of Syria, Antiij. xx, 
\i, 2. 

Quails are numerous in the Arabian gulf, and fall iipoy • 
the camp of l.si.ael, Antiq. iii, i, 3, 13. 

Queen of Egypt, and Elluqna, comes to king Solomon 
Antiq. viii, vi, 3; she returns to her own couidry 
sect. 6. 

Quiiitilliu.s Varus, president of Syria. SiX’ V.’inis. 

Quiriiiius, or Cyrciiius, sent by C.-rsar to tax Syria, An 
tiq. xvii. 

Habsa-'cs (Themasins), Antiq. xi, iii, 3 

Haehel, l-alian’s ilaughter, Antiq. i, xix, 7; she sleaU 
aw,-iy, and conceals her fathcr’.s idols, .sect. P, 11. 

Rag.au, or Reu, son of J’haleg, Antiq. i, vi, 5. 

Hagmiis, or llaamah, Antiq. i, \i, 2. 

Ragiicl, Mose.s’ fathi r-in-Iaw, Antiq. iii, iii, 1 ; his ad- 
vice to Mose.s for tlie governinent of the Israelites, c. 

Uabab, ;ui iiin-keeper at Jericho, .\n i, 2, 7*, her 
life saved. 

Halnb-ivv, .Antiq. i, iil, K. 

|{aniess('->, I. ill;,' of Egvnt, Against .Apion, I, sect. 1.3. 

)lap.-vici‘.s, or llab.'^h.'iketh, captain of the A.ssyrian army, 
Antiq. X. i, 1 ; his sjicitIi to I lie j^cople of Jeru.salein, 
sect. 2. 

Il.arliotis, king of Egypt, Against Apion, i, sect. 1.3. 

Rathymus, or llliciim, .Antiq- xi, ii, 1. 

llatioiialc, or breast- jilate ot judgment of the high- 
pricst, Antiq. ill, v, 7 1 e. viii, sect. 9. 

Haven s<*iit out »)f the ark, Antiq. i, iii, .3. 

Ileha, khip of tJiv ]\Iidiaiii(e.s, Antiq. iv, vii, 1. 

HclHk;i, tkniphtrr of Hcllujcl, Antiq i,vi,3: demand- 
ed /lir a wif«* to ls.'iae, e. x\i, seer. 1, Ac. ; j?he Irears 
twills, c. xviii, seel 1 ; imposes upon her husband, 
sect. (i. 

Ilecem, or lU'kt'in, king of the Midianites, Antiq. iv, 
xiii, 1. 

Reec.rds of tlie Tyrians, Against Apion, I, sect, 17. 

neeubi.s (Kmilins), Antiq. xix, i, 3. 

Ueiiotxi.'im Buceeeils .Solomon, Antiq. viii, viii, 1 ; he 
gixes the peojile a roiigli answer, sect. 2; ten trilies 
revolt from him, se. t. 3 ; he builds and fortifies sevo 
ral towns, 0 . x, .seet. 1 ; he li.as e ghtecn wives, and 
thirty etuienbines, ib. ; he dies, .scel. 4. 

Remaliah, Antiq. ix, xi, 1. 

Ropeiitaneo e.annol revoke ]t;tst crimes, Antiq, 11, Iv, 4. 

lieu, or Ragau, the son of I’hah g, or I’clcg, Aiitifp I- 
vi, .3, 7. 

Ueveniies of ('ivlesyria, Plimnicia, Judea, «ml Samaria 
amounted to 8d0i) talents, Antiq. xii, iv, 4. 
f 18 '^ 
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RcKcn, king of .<yna, Antiq. ix, xll, 1. 

nc»tii, Solomon’s enemy, Antiq. viii, vii, 6. 

nimdet, relieved by Herod, Antiq. xiv, xlv, Z. 

niches, great riches laid u]» in Daviil’s monument, An- 
ti(j. vii, XV, o. 

Ridtiles, or proldcms Intwcen Solomon .and Hiram, 
Antiq. viii, v, 3*, a riddle proposed by Sampson at 
his wedding, v, viii, G. 

Riphath, Antiq. i, vi, 1. 

Rod of Aaron, Antiq. iv, iv, 2. 

Roman army descrilied. War, iii, v. 

Roman senate's deereo in favour of the Jews, Antiq- 
xlii, lx, 2; and xiv, viii, .5. 

Roxana, llerodN daughter by Phawira, Antiq. xvii, i, 
3 ! War, i, xxviii, 4. 

Rubrius Callus, Antiq. vii, iv, 3. 

Rue of a prodigious niagnituile. War, vii, vi, .3. 

Rufus, Antiq. xv/i, x, 5: War, ii, iii, 4 ; c. v, st»et. 2. 

Rufus, tan Egyptian,) takes Elcazar prisoner, War, vii, 
vi, 4. 

Uui'us, (Tenmlius, or Turniis,) takes Simon the son of 
Gloras, War, vii, ii ; ho is left with an army at Jeru- 
salem, after it was taken, i\) 

Rumah, or lU-uniah, Nahor*s eoucublnc, Antiq. I, vi, 

5. 


Antiq. hi, xii, 2; of what were bunit-o(Terlngs, c. viii, 
swtj 10; animals not ofTered till tlie eight day alter 
their birth, c ix, sect. 4; wine and oil ’ reserv ed for 
sacTinccs comumed by the seilitious. War, v, xiii, 

Sadduc, a Pliarisoc, stirs up a sedition, Antiq. xvili, i, 

.SaiNlum's deny fate, Antiq. xiii, v, 9; arc contrary to 
the 1 harisecs, e. x, seet. 0; obsen'p only the precepts 
of the WTitlcn law, ih. ; their opinions, Antiq. xvlii, 
i,3; yVar, li, yiii, M; have tlic rieh men af their 
side, Antiq. xiii, x, G. 

.Sadoc, or Zadok, high-priest, Antiq. vii, ii, 2; c. v, 
sect. 4; e. x, sect. 4 ; c. xi, sc. t. H; c. xiv, sect. 4, 
.and viii, i, .3; .and x, viii, (>. » • » 

Sadrach, or Sluidrach, Antiq. xi, iv, n. 

Saj^cs, or wi.se men among tin? I.srai lile.s, Antici. viii, ii, 

Salampsio, d.aiighter of Herod, marriorl to PJiasael, 
Antiq. xviii, v, 4. 

Salalhicl, ZerohalK-Vs father, Antiq. xi, iii, 10. 

Salatis, king of Egypt, Ag.ainst A\)ion, i, sect. 14. 

• SalepVi, Antiq i, vi, 4. 

' Salmana, or Zalmana, eapUvin of tl\c Midiaiii;i*s, \ntiq. 
V, vi, 5. 


Ruth gleans in Roaz’s field, Antiq. v, ix, 2; is married 
by Roaz, and becomes tlie mother (»f Obed, tlic fa- 
ther of .Jesse, sect. 4. 

Sabaet.a.s, or Subtix-ha Aiitiii. i, vi, 2, 

Sabas, or .Seba, AntKj i, vi, 2, 

Sabathes, or S.alir.di, Antifi. i, vl, 2. 

K.ahbath-day kept very strictly liy the Essciis, War, ii, 
viii, ix, .Sabbath aceording to tiiion, .so called from 
the Egyptian w-ord Salio, Against Apion, ii. sect. 2 ; 

Sabiiatliala,, , . ’.y obs. . . etl bytbe.Jc ., 

that they e;lmc to great mi.^ehiefs thereby, Antiq. xii, 
vi, 2 ; \Var, i, vii, ,3; and ii, xvl, 4; they are advis- 
ed by 'MaUliiiis to defend tlieinselvcs on the .Sabbath- 
day, Antiq. xii, vi, ; .nnd by Joiialhaii, xiii, I, 3; 
allowed to repel, but le t to attack an enemy on th.it 
day, xiv, vi, 2; and xviii, ix, 2; W'nr, tij xvi, 1; 
Aiitiochus a Jew, fours theJi vvs to break the .Sab- 
bath-day at Antioeh, vii, iii, .3; Sabh.ilh day spent 
in rciiding the law’, Anliti. x^i, ii, 4 ; iishercd'in, and 
ended with the somnl of a Iriiinpet, War, iv, ix, 12; 
Jews, on the S.'ibbatii-day, dined at the .sixth hour, 

• Life, sect. .41 ; the seditious kill the Romans on the 
Sabbatli day, War, ii, xvii, 10; unlawful to travel 
far on the Sabbath-day, Aiiti(j. xiii, \iii, 1; pretend- 
ed to 1)0 unlawful eith.cr to m.ake war or lu’aeo oi 
the Sabba'li-day, War, iv, ii, .3 ; n<tt ;dlow<*(l by sonn 
even in ca^e ol heeessity, to take arms cither on the 
Sablxith-day, or the evening before, I.ife, sect. .32. 

Sabb.altic river, War, vii, v, 1. 

.'^ablieus, y\iiti(i. xiii, iii, 4. 

Sabbioii, disco rers .Mexander’.s designs to Heu'd, Aii- 
tiq XV, iii, 2. 

Haliee, or Shobaoh, eapt.ain of the Syrians, Antiq. vii, 
VI, .3. 

Sabiiiu.s, (’{I'sir's steward in Judea, Anticj. xvii, ix, .3; 
War, ii, iii, 2 ; he aceu-Os Arelielaus, .\mi(p x\ii, ix, 
1 ; falls he.a\y upon the .lews, e, x, sect. 1. 

Sabinus, one of tlie niurilerer.s of Cains, Antiq. xix, iv 
.3 ; he kills him.'-, elf, sect. 0 

Sabinus the brotlier of Vesjiasian, take.s the eai'itol 
War, iv, xi, 4 ; Is kilieil I>y \ ifeJiins, if). 

Sabiiius, l)v iiirtli a Syi ian, .i man of great valour, H ar, 
vi, I, G. ‘ 

SabiiiiLS (I)oniitiaii), one of tlie tribuiie.s, \V;ir, iii, vii, 

.31. 

S.al)tah, or Sabathes, .Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

Sabtw'ha, or Sabactas, Aiiti(]. i, vi, 2. 

fcjaeriiicc of Alx'l wiis milk, .'iiul the fir';t!ings of tlie 
flock, Antiq. i, ii, J ; sacrifu-es were either private 
or public, iii, ix, 1 ; either all, or part only bumt, 
ib. ; flow the former ivere offered, ib , ; fimv fhe 
ter, sect. £’ ; how .sin-offerings were offi'red, .sect. .3 ; 
fliose of swine forbidden, xii, v, 4; of lltosr tliat 
w'cre for recovering liealth, iii, ix, 4; Titus de>ires 
John not to Umvc off the Jewish saerifiees, Al ar, \ i, 
ii. 1 ; daily saoriliec, Antiq. xi, iv, 1 ; War, i, i, 1 ; 
and \i, ii, i; tsieiifiecs every day for t’jvsar’s pro.spevi- 
lY, ii, X, 4; Ag.-.inst Apion, li, seel. .A; omisNion 
thereof the beg i niiig of the .Jewish war. War, ii, 
xvii, 2; otforings of foicigners usuallv reeinved by 
.the .Jevv.s, .soot 3; the same prohibited by the seiliti- 
ous, sect. 2; what parts of .saerifict! were dm* to the 

( iricsts, Antiq. iv, iv, 4; none but Jew.s to overlmvk 
he sacrifices in the temple, xx, viii, 11; s.icrifices 
not to be ta-stixl till the oblation i.s over, xii, iv, 8; 
not to be brought bv the hire of an harlot, iv. \iii, 
9; meat-otlerhigs joined to blomly suer i Wees, iii, ix, 
4 } not to be abused to luxury, 'Ag.ainsl Anion, ii, 
wet. S3 1 ought to be entire and without blemisli. 


.Sahr.;in.issar, or .Shaltnanezzer, king of Assyria, .Antiq. 
ix, xiv, 1; invjiilcs .<yria and I’lnenieia, ii) ; carries 
the fen tribe-: away into Media and Persia, ih. 

Salome, Antipater’s daughter, Herod’s si-.icr. .Antiq. 
xiv, vii, .3; W.ar, i, viii, 9; eluirgi's her imslmul Jo- 
scpli with adultery, Anti(|. xv, iii, 9; and xvi, vii, .3; 
.»!f-nds a bill of dnliree to hn* .second hu.sband C.'osto- 
Inrus, XV, vii, 19; envi-.s lleiod’s sons and their 
wives, xvi, i. 2; e. iii, sei t. 1, Ac. : she clears licr- 
self, ib. ; Herod forces her to be married to Alexas, 
V..;; i I . n’.o...-,....,-.- t,, ll(..-.)ii o 

Aiitiji.iter an«l 1‘heroras, e. ii, '-('el 4 ; War, i, xxix, 

1 ; wliat Herod left her by Ids will, Antiq. xvii, viii, 

I ; what Cicsar gave her, e. x', sect. .“>. 

.Salome, Herod’s tianghli r i>y Elpis, Amiq, xvii, i, .3. 

Salome, gr.’in.i-l.mchttr ('f Herod llu tiveat. ami daugh- 
ter of llemd riiilii', ''V lUrodias, Aniiii. xviii, v, 4 ; 
she is married to I'hilip *h<. tefra.u-li, aiul al'ierwards 
to Aristobulns, the giaiu'.-x n of I lerovl, and brotlier 
of Agripi>a, senior, ib. 

.Suit, sown upon the ruins of a demoli.sheti towqi, Antiq. 
v, vii, 4. 

Salt-tax, and eiown-tnx, remitted to the Jews hy He 
iiKtrius, Antiq. xiii, ii, 3. 

.Samaeha, Abennerig’s daughter, .Antiij xx, ii, 1. 

Sainarulln, Antiq. xiv, xiii, o; War, i, xiii, .3 

.•"linnana buib, .Antic), viii, xii, .3 ; whence, its name wa* 
derived, ili; it is Ixsiege^l by the .‘•'/rians, and wonder- 
fully leliovcd, i\, iv, .3; a moll-er there eats hei 
own .soii in a f.uripe, si-it, 1; is liesiegrd again by 
Hjioanus, sutl- r- f.-onme, i> takdi. and levelled with 
the ground, .\nti<, xiii, J, ; War, i, ii, 7- 

Samaritans, a col.. liv tom. ( uiln in Persia Antiq. ix» 
xiv, 3; and x. ix'. 7 ; pu t! udi d to be the posterity 
of Joseph, xi, viii, C; ilu'y so-r. (-times deny, ami 
sometimes i*rotes' llumsf'lv e . .Kw-:, ix, xiv, ,3 ; and 
xi, viii, ti; and xii, v, .3; thev li.ii.i.-- the Jews under 
Onias, th.e high-)nic‘'t, e. iv, sict. 1; iuetond to be 
Sidonians, e! \, sect. .3; llu ir ti'uq.lc upon Mount 
' , ’.7. they ii< ■■ tin .‘.'Of Je- 

rusalem, will, ii, 2; tlii-y aie emmics to the .Jews, 
xi, iv, 9: aiul xx, vi, 1 : (hey di^jiuio with the Jews 
in KgvPt alKuit their temp;.-, xiii, iii, -j ; they gave 
.Aiitio' nus (he title of a g<'(i, xii, v, .5. 

«aml.»ah.i.s. Antiq. \i, iv, 9. 

Saiiie.i.-;. lAnlio’s di-eijde, .\ii(i»i. xiv, fx, .3; and xv, i, 

1 ; e. X, scet. 4; his sjunb ag.iiiist Hcnxl, xiv, ix, 
4; he is honoured iiy Her. d, ib 

Sanigar, or Semegar, Antiq. x, viii, 2. 

.Samps^goramus, king of Kmesa, .Anlui. xviii, v, 4. 
........ ... . . 

mail of (lie I^hilhlitirs, serf, d; kills a lion, ib ; ii.’O- 

) )o.s('s a fid-.lle at his wedding, .sect. G ; burns the t’hi- 
isfiiie’s (*oin, .see(. 7 ; he is (ieJiv i-rcd up to (he Phi- 
listines, sect. 8; he slay.s (Iiom with tlfe jaw-lxmo of 
an a.ss, ili. ; he carries the g.de of Gaza away upon 
his shoulders, sect. 1(1; he ialis in love with ijidilah, 
sect. 1 1 ; he is betrayed hy her; he is hound, and his 
eves put out , ii>. ; he puWs an house down upon the 
Philistines, .and .slays three th.-nsand of them, sect 
12. 

Saimiel islx.ni and eonsecrated to God, .Antiq. v, x, 3; 
Clod calls to him, sect. 4 ; he (x'luquers the Philistines, 
vi, ii, 2 ; his .sons j>rove verv ha*! judges, e. iii, swt 
2 : he is offended .at the ]vt'nple’s (iemanding a King, 
sect. .3; he tells the people (he manners of a king, 
six't. .3 ; e, iv, sect. 4 : threatens .'-Jaul with the loss r 
his King(loni, e. vi, sect 2 ; anoints D.avid to bo King, 
c. viii, sect. 2; he dies, e. xiii, sect. .3; i.s i.iised oul 
of Hades, and foretells ,'*:anr.< death t xiv, sivt. 



INDEX. 


S«netnni sanctorum, or holy of holies, Antiq. lii, rl 

Sanhedrim at Jerusalom, Life, sect. 12; nono could be 
gut to death but by the^ihodrim, Antiq. adr, ix 

Ssphan, or Shaphan, ths M B l wt Antiq. x, ir, 1. 
Sapinnius, Antiq. xrir, 

Sapphora. or Zippora, |^3ypifo, Antiq. iii, iii, 1. 
Sarah or Sarah, AbrabOTS^wife, Antiq. i, viii, 1 ; sho 
goes with him into Egypt, c. viii, sect. 1 ; the king 
falls in love with her, ib. ; her death, c. xiv, sect. 1. 
Sardians, their decreo in favour of the Jews, Antiq.xiv, 
X, 24. 

Sareas, or Seraiah, high priest, Antiq. x, viii, 6, fi. 
Sarepta^ or Sarephatli, its widow, Antiq. viii, xiii, 2, 
Sarmatians invade Mysia, War, vii,iv, A 
Satumius (Seiitins) president of Syria, Antiq. xvi.x, 
8 ; c. xi, sect. 3 ; xvii, i, 1 ; o. iii, sect. 2 ; and c. v, sect. 
2; War. i, xxvii, 2. 

Sathrabu/ans, Antiq. xi, i, 3; c. iv, sect. 4, 7. 

Saul, son of Kish, Antiq. vi, iv, 1 ; seeks his father’s 
asses, and coint's to Saniutd, ib.; dines w'ith Samuel, 
and seventy others, ib. ; Samuel annoints him for 
king, ib.; he is actually made king, sect. 5; he pro- 
mises to assist tho Gileadites. «. v, sect. 2; ho is in- 
augurated again, sect. 4; coi^juer.s the Philistines, 
c. vi, sect. 3; Jiis wars and family, sect. 5; he makes 
war on the Amalekitos, c. vii, sect. 1; spares Agag 
against God’s command, .«‘ect. 2; for wdiich Samuel 
fortclls him the loss of his kingdom, .sect. 4; his 
cruel order for murdering Ahimelech and the priests, 
c. xii, sect. 5, &c.; l>eing forsaken of God, he con- 
sul'ts with a necromantic woman, c. xiv, sect. 2; his 
death, sect. 7. 

Saul, a ringleader of the robbers, Antiq. xx, ix, 4. 
jScarus, president of .Syria, War, i, vi, 3, Ac.; c. vii, 
sect. 7 ; and c. viii, sect. I ; he returns into Syria, 
Antiq. xiv. ii, 3; he raises the siege of Jerusalem*, ib. ; 
his expedition into Arabia, c. v, soot. !.. 

Scopas, General of Ptolemy’s army, defeated by Anti- 
ochus tho Great, Antiq. xii, iii, I. 

Sea. The seventy interpreters wash their hands in the 
sea before they b<*giu their translation, Antiq. xii, 
ii, 12. 

Sea, divided for the fsr.aelites, Antiq. ii, xvi, 1. 

&Vba, Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

Sebas, the Illns, Antiq. vii, vii, 4. 

Sects of the Jews, Antiq. viit, v, and xviii, i, 2, &c. ; 

Life, sect. 2; AVar. ii, viii, 2, Ac. 

.Sedccias, or Zedekiali. a false propliet, .\ntiq. viii, x v, 1. 
Sedecias, or Zedekiali, king of Jinlea. Antiq. x, vii, I, 
Ac.; revolts from the Babylonian**, sect, 3; calls for 
Jeremiah’s advice, sect, U: is carried cai 
bylon,c, viii, scot. 2 ; his death, sect. 7. 

Seilition among tho priests, Antiq. xx, viii,.S; sedition 
of Corah and Iiis followers, iv, ii. 1, Ac.; of tho 
Israelites, Anttq. iii, xiv, 3; is queUe«l by Joshua, 
sect. 4; sedition at Cesarea between tho Jews ami 
Syrians, xx, viii, 7. 

Sejanus put to death, Antiq. xviii, vi, fi. 

Seisan, the scribe, Antiq. vii, iv, 4. 

Selene, Queen of .Syria, otherwise called Cleopatra, 
Antiq. xlii, xvi, 1. 

Seleucus possesses .Syria after tho death of Alcxandi-r 
the Great, Antiq.' xii, i; he is called Nicator (the 
conqueror), c. iii, sect. I ; hie bounty towards the 
Jews, ib. 

Seleucus .Soter, or Philopater, son of Aiuiochna the 
Great, Antiq. xii, iv, 10. 

SclcucuH, sdn of Antiochus Grypns, Antiq. xiii, xiii, 4 ; 
his death, ib. 

Sella, or Zillah, Laiuech’s wife, .\ntiq. i, ii, 2. 

Solium, or .Shallum, Antiq. xi, ix, 1. 

Sem, or .Shera, Antiq. i, iv, 1 ; his po.stcrity, c. vi, sect. 

4. 

Semegar, or .Samgar, Antiq. x, viii, 2. 

Semei, or Shomei, tlie son of Gera, Antiq. vii, ix, 4; 
c. xi, sect. 2 ; ftnd c. x v, sect. 1 ; he is put to death by 
Solomon, viii, i, .O. 

Someliiis, Antiq. xi, ii, 2. 

Sempronius (Cains), sun of Cains, Antiq. xiii, ix, 2. 
Senebar, or Shemebar, Antiq, i, ix, 1. 

Sennacherib makes war on Hezekiah, Antiq. x, i, 1 ; 
his death, sect. H. 

Senate of Home*a decree concerning tho .rows, Antiq. 
xiUXfff; they renew tiieir league with tho Jews, xiv, 
will, 5; another decree of theirs concerning the Jew's, 
c. X, sect. 13. 

Sepphoris burnt, Antiq. xvii, x, 9 ; taken by Josephus, 
Life, sect. fi7. 

Scriah, high priest, Antiq. x, viii, !>, fi. 

Serebffitte, Antiq. xi. iii, lU. 

Seron, general of the army of Ceelosyria, Antiq. xii, 

Vii, 1. 


Serpent deprived both of siajeca and feet, Antiq. i, i, 4. 
Selug, Antiq. i, vi, 5. 

Scrvilius (Publius), his letter to the Milesians in fa* 
vour of the Jews, Antiq. xiv, x, 21. 

Sesac. See Shisak. . 

Seth, son of Adam, Antiq. i, ii, 3; his posterity’s pil- 
lars in the land of Siriad, ib. 

Sethon, king of Egypt, Against Apion, 1, sect. 2G. 
Sothosis, or Sesostvis, king of Egypt, Against Apion, 1, 
soot. 15. 

Seventh day. See Sabbath. 

Sovonty-two interpreters sent by Elcazar, the high 
priest, with the books of the law, Antiq. xii, ii, 10; 
their arrival at Alexandria, ib. ; they bring with 
them tho law written upon parchment in golden 
letters, ib.; they wash in tho sea before they fall to 
their work, sect. 12; they finish tho translation in 
seventy-two days, ib. 

Sextus Ciesar, president of Syria, Antiq, xiv, ix, 2,4; 
War, i, X, 7, &c.; he is slain by Ceciliiis Bassus, c. xi, 
sect. 1. 

Shadrach, Antiq. x, x, 1. 

Shalliim, Antiq. ix, ix, L. 

Shaim.ancser. See Salmanasser. 

Shaniegar, son of Anath, succeeds Ehnd as judge, Aii- 
tiq. V, iv, 3. 

Sltarezer, Antiq. x, i, 5. 

Sheba, Antit;. i, vi, 2. 

,Shechem,'tho place of Joshua’s habitation, Antiq. v, i, 
19,28. ■ 

Shochemitos meet Alexander tho Great, Antiq. xi, viii 
6; their kindred w'itli ILiguol, Closes* fathev-in-law, 
vi, vii, 3. 

Shekel, a coin equal to four Attic dramaclue, Antiq. 
iii, viii, 2. 

Shem, Aiitiq-'i-- iv, 1 ; his posterity, c. vi, sect. 4. 
.Sheiuebcr, KfAg of Zeboim, Antiq. i, ix, 1. 

Shield covered the loft eye in war, Antiq. vi, v, 1. 
Shield, a token of league between tho Jews and Ro- 
mans, Antiq. xiv, viii. It, 

Shimei, son of G<'ra, Antio. vii, ix, 4; c, xl, sect. 
2; c. xvii, sect. 1; imt (o (Acath by S(domun, viii, i, 

Ships sent to Pontus and Thrace under Aliaziah, son 
of Ahab, Anli<[. xi. i. (. 

Sliishak, or Sesac, king of ligypt, Antiq. vii, v, 3; ajul- 
viii, vii, 8; c. x, sect. 3. * 

Sibas, or ZIbali, Antitj. vii, v, 5; c. ix, sect. 3; .Saul's 
freed man, c. xi, sect. 3. 

SibbC'Cliai, tin* llittite, Antiq. vi, xii, 2. 

Sicurii, or banditti. Hey to .\lcxamli ia, War, vii, x, 1 ; 
■annot !>♦• forced to own Cicsar for tlieir lord, ib. 

luored, 

Antiq. iv. V, I, A.*. 

.Sidon, Antiq. i, vi, 2. 

Signs apjteariiig before the destruction of Jeru.‘<aleni, 
War, vi, v, 3. 

Silanus, president of Syria, Antiq. xviii, Ii, 4. 

Silas, governor of Tiberias, f.ife, sect. 17, 53. 

.^i!as, tyrant of Lydias, Antiq. xiv, iii, 2. 

Silas, an atu*ndant on king Agrippa, senior, in lii.sad- 
versith*.'*, Ardiq. xviii, vi, 7; and .vi.x, vii, 1; he be- 
come.s troublesoTuo to the king, ib.; ho is killed, C. 
viii, sect. 3. 

Silus, a Babylonian, War, ii, xix, 2; and iii, ii, 4. 

Silo, the Uonian Captain, Antiq. xiv, xx, 1, 5. 

Sih.t, or Shiloh, a town where the tabernacle was fixed, 
Antiq. v, i, 19, 20. 

Silva (I’lavius), governor of Judea, War, vii, viii, 1; 

ho be.-*iege.s .Ma.-^ada, sect, 2, 

Silver of little value in tlio days of Solomon, Antiq. 
viii, vii, 2. 

.Simeon, son of Gamaliel, War, iv, iii, 9. 

.Simon, .Kon of Bulliu.s, made high priest, Antiq. xv, ix, 
3; his daughter married, to Herod, ib. ; ho is do 
priveil, xvii, iv, 2. 

Simon, son ofCamithi, made high prie5t„.\ntiq. xviii, 
ii, 2. 

Simon, son of Booth ns, surnaincd Canilioras. made 
high priest, Antiq. xix, vi, 2; ho is deprived, sect. 

4. 

Simon, son of Gathlas, War, Iv, iv, 2. 

Simon tho Just, Klea/ar’s bvotjicr, high priest, Antiq. 
xii, ii, 4; c. i ft - 

Simon, soUrXff t^ias the high pSTtsi^ dies, Antiq. xii, 
10 ** 

Simpn, tho .Essen, apyophet, Antiq. xvii, xlU, 3. 

Simon, son of Gloras, War ii, six, 2; andxw, lx, 3 
Jlghts with the Zealots, iv, ix, 5; cottquslil’s A^moa, 
so^t. 7 ; is inado prisoner, and reserved ^ I'd* 
nmph. Waff TlU to death fit tho trt^ph, 

. c. V, iect.fi. j . • y 1 

•Simon, brother of .T tidas and Jonatnan, tho Macwb*”’*** 
beat* thn.chemy iiq GalU^, Antiq, jrfi, 








